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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

SLOUGHHOUSE, CA (MPG) 
- Despite a local rec-
ommendation to reject 
the  appl ica t ion ,  the 

S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously on 
Jan. 9 to approve the huge 
Sloughhouse Solar Facility 
on Dillard Road.

Supervisor Pat Hume, 
who represents Wilton 

and Sloughhouse, made 
the motion to approve 
the project even though 
he attended the Aug. 23 
meeting of the Cosumnes 
Communi ty  Planning 
A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l 
(CCPAC). That’s when 

the council  members 
voted 5:1 deny the appli-
cation because “placing 
an industrial site in rural 
farmland just doesn’t fit” 
and  “doesn’t reflect the 
values of the community,” 

RMA Completes New Boat Ramp and Dock at Lake Calero

New Boat Ramp and Dock

RMA employees responsible for the bulk of the work are, from left, Vincent Carrillo, Kyle Buchanan, and Mark Kitchner. Mechanic Eric 
Kvasager, not pictured, fabricated the metal brackets to allow the dock to be moved up and down with the water level. Photos by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - First suggested 
by the Rancho Murieta 
Fishing Club in February, 
the  Rancho Murie ta 

Association (RMA) fin-
ished building a new boat 
ramp and dock at Lake 
Calero on Jan. 9.

The culmination came 
when four employees, 
including Maintenance 
Manager Troy Schaffner, 
ignored the cold, rainy 

weather to launch the dock 
from the concrete ramp 
where the final assembly 
had taken place the pre-
vious day.  The boat ramp 
is on the peninsula at the 
future Calero Lakeside 
Park.

Schaffner  sa id  the 

main challenge was deal-
ing with the Calero 
water levels, which rise 
and fall more signifi-
cantly than in Chesbro 
and Clementia.  He said 
they looked at docks 
at other lakes,  talked 

Supervisors Approve Sloughhouse Solar 
Farm Despite Local Objections

Graphic shows the footprint of the huge Sloughhouse Solar Facility on Dillard Road. The Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisors unanimously approved the application on Jan. 11. Photo courtesy Sacramento County

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Time 
Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Local and state govern-
mental agencies and many 
companies routinely use cost 
allocation as part of the bud-
geting process, but using it 
with the security fund has 
been a bone of contention in 
Rancho Murieta for several 
years. 

The Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District 
Board has voted 3:0 to 
change that allocation meth-
odology and to apply it to 
four open fiscal budget years 
“to right-size” the financial 
records. The special meeting 
was held on Jan. 19.

Cost allocation is the 
assignment of indirect or 
overhead costs to one or 
more programs according to 
a formula that represents a 
reasonable equitable distri-
bution. When formulating the 
budget each year, the CSD 
staff allocates the administra-
tive costs to the water, sewer, 
drainage, solid waste and 
security funds. The five util-
ities are either funded with 
taxes or fees, although secu-
rity gets additional funding.

Until this fiscal year when 
only $50,000 of property 
taxes was allotted to secu-
rity, the current and past 
boards have used the bulk of 
the property taxes to prop up 
security operations instead 
of putting the money into 
reserves. That’s because 
Measure J hasn’t brought in 
enough tax dollars to cover 
the cost of operations for 
more than a decade.

In  2020,  then-Gen-
eral Manager Tom Hennig 
followed a recommenda-
tion from the Punn Group 
accounting firm to hire a 
consultant to reconsider the 
formula to allocate adminis-
trative costs to the enterprise 
funds. The result was used for 
the 20/21, 21/22, 22/23 and 
23/24 fiscal year budgets. The 
formula is 37% for water, 
27% for waste water, 3% for 
drainage, 4% for solid waste 
(since it is mostly a pass-
through of costs from Cal 
Waste), and 32% for security.

During 2021 and 2022, the 
current board repeatedly dis-
cussed how to deal with the 
red ink in security operations 
and the need to build up the 
underfunded reserves. That 
led to the board seeking a sig-
nificant rate increase for June 
2022 which was shot down 
by patrons. The board also 
put Measure R on the ballot 
to fund security without using 
property taxes. It was shot 
down in November of 2022. 

During the past discus-
sions at those board meetings 
and on social media, some 
critics of the district, partic-
ularly Crystal Matter, said 
that the large administrative 
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of 
emerald fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks 

of the Cosumnes River.  
It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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to the bridge manu-
facturer (SuperDeck 
Systems),  and found 
some wheels for the 
dock  f rom another 
company.

“This was brand new 
to us…It was mostly 
standing here with a 
piece of paper trying to 
figure it out,” he said.

Thanks to their brain-
storming, the dock has 
two brackets that con-
nect to six metal poles 
that have been embed-
ded into the concrete 
from the bottom to the 
top of the ramp. Now 
RMA workers can move 
the dock up and down 
depending on the water 
level.  

Schaffner said the con-
crete had to be poured 
in sections to get the 
cement truck in and 
because RMA didn’t 
have enough employees 
to work on a big pour. 
Because of the topog-
raphy, the ramp will be 
too steep for residents to 
launch their boats using 
the golf carts. He said 
signs will be posted to 
warn them.

Schaffner said the 
b o a r d  a p p r o v e d  a 
$35,000 budget for the 
work, with Summerfest 
donating $10,000 of that 
amount. The RMA fund-
ing came from exclusive 
use fees, which is money 
collected from residents 
for a license to use a 
common area. The final 
cost was $34,500. 

RMA  employees 
began working on the 
project last summer 
when Rod Hart was still 
the maintenance man-
ager. Schaffner took over 
the supervision after 
Hart was promoted to 
general manager.

Schaffner said that 
emp loyees  Vincen t 
Carrillo, Kyle Buchanan, 
and Mark Kitchner 
deserved the credi t 
for constructing the 
new amenity. He also 
praised mechanic Eric 
Kvasager for fabricating 
administrative assis-
tant Susan Hamrick had 
helped  them with her 
computer skills, par-
ticularly in finding the 
wheels that make the 
dock easier to move.

The suggestion for 

the new ramp and dock 
came from past fish-
ing club President Jay 
Soloman and current 
President Jim Monical. 
The two broached at it at 
the February meeting of 
the RMA Maintenance 
Committee.

Both were delighted 
with the end result.

“It looks great and was 
much needed over there, 
Solomon said. “RMA 
Maintenance did a fan-
tastic job. We are very 
lucky to have Rod, and 
now Troy. They really 
put a lot of thought into 
it.”

Monical  said that 
Solomon had been the 
main champion for the 
new facility. The con-
cern was Calero lack 
of any ramps or a dock, 
which made the water 
hard to access, espe-
cially for older residents.

“RMA has done a 
great job,” Monical said. 
“I compare it to what 
they have at Camanche 
and New Hogan. These 
are the bigger reservoirs 
that support an awful lot 
of boating activity and 
fishing.”  H

RMA Completes New Boat Ramp 
and Dock at Lake Calero

Rancho Murieta Association Maintenance Department employees launch a new boat dock at 
Lake Calero on Jan. 9. The RMA employees built the new concrete ramp first. Photos by Gail Bullen

Supervisors Approve Sloughhouse Solar Farm 
Despite Local Objections

according to the motion.
Board discussion
Thirteen attendees made public com-

ments at the board meeting, with 11 
supporting the facility and two neighbors 
objecting.  Hume spoke first, saying con-
versations had been going on for months. 
He said his head was “literally swirling” 
because he had been talking to neighbors, 
the applicants and other interested parties 
up until he walked into the building. After 
he and Supervisor Rich Desmond received 
assurances that the applicant was still 
working with the two unhappy neighbors, 
Hume explained some of his reasoning for 
approving the project.

“If we are going to walk the walk rel-
ative to our own climate plans relative to 
the carbon neutrality goals of our energy 
providing partners, these types of project 
are highly critical,” Hume said.

On the other hand,  because large swaths 
of  agricultural and undeveloped lands lie 
within District 5, “I am very mindful of 
the fact that this is a conversion of use 
within an agricultural use although it is 
permitted,” he said.

Hume also said the applicant also 
had gone above and beyond what was 
required, which included seeking approval 
of an alternative (that dramatically reduces 
grading and restores a grassy surface.) 
Saying that the applicant had a vested 
interest in being good actor, Hume made 
the motion to approve the application.

Supervisor Phil Serna said he was sec-
onding the motion because of the prior 
comments about the need for the project 
and because of the applicant’s efforts to 
mitigate the impacts.  “I always make a 
distinction between half-baked application 
and those that are very mature,” he said.

Chairman Patrick Kennedy and 
Supervisor echoed the same senti-
ments before the unanimous vote. Frost, 
who represents Rancho Murieta didn’t 
comment.

The applicant is Sloughhouse Solar, 
LLC, which is a subsidiary of D.E Shaw 
Renewable Investments in New York. 
Local consulting Jim Gillum has  repre-
sented the applicant in its dealings with 
the county and with the neighbors since 
it was first presented to the CCPAC in 
September of 2022.

The New York-based firm is also pro-
posing the huge Coyote Creek Agrivoltaic 
Rancho on Scott Road at the Barton Ranch 
north of Rancho Murieta. It would be four 
times the size of the Sloughhouse facility. 
That application is still pending. D.E. Shaw 
also operates the Rancho Seco Solar Power 
Facility.

Sloughhouse Solar will be constructing 
and operating a 50-megawatt solar facil-
ity on 381 acres on property owned by the 
trust for the Wanless Ranch. Located at 
Dillard and Meiss Roads, it would produce 
enough power for 12,000 homes. It would 
be developed with solar panel arrays and 
ancillary facilities, energy storage facil-
ities, an electrical substation, internal dirt 

roads, and distribution lines connecting to 
the SMUD power grid. The connection will 
be at a Wilton substation that also serves 
the community. 

The new solar facility will avoid prime 
agricultural lands and will be grazed with 
sheep to reduce the fire danger, according 
to the county planning report.  The perim-
eter also will be landscaped with native 
plants.

The Sloughhouse Solar Facility will be 
constructed adjacent to the existing R.E. 
Dillard Road Solar Facility, which has a 
different owner.

Audience comments
Fish farmer Michael Passmore, who 

lives across Meiss Road from the project, 
was adamantly opposed to the application 
at prior meetings. He told the supervi-
sors he still wasn’t excited about it being 
dropped into his agricultural community 
but still recommended it’s approval “due to 
maintaining a true and real legitimate agri-
cultural component to this project. 

“I think it represents a blue ribbon plan 
and is something that SMUD , the county 
and our community can hang its hat on as a 
model for future solar projects,” Passmore 
said.

Sod farm Dave Utterback said he wasn’t 
against the project but he believes the 
applicant’s mitigations aren’t enough. He 
said drainage caused by subtropical rain-
storm would still flood his fields and has 
asked for a retention pond. Gillum told 
the supervisors they will return the top-
soil above Utterback’s land so it can be 
reseeded “so it is largely the same kind of 
cover that it is there today…We are adding 
at 1.1 acre feet to the storage of the flood 
plain.”

Gillum said at a CCPAC meeting that the 
applicant wouldn’t build a retention pond.

Rob Grossglauser said the project would 
ruin the view from his home on Simpson 
Ranch Road.  “There is zero mitigation in 
the plan for my property….If a continuance 
isn’t amenable, please change the findings 
to note that someone will be damaged.”

Robert Thornton, an attorney for 
the applicant, told the supervisors that  
California Court of Appeals has ruled 
that aesthetic view requirements of the 
California Environment Quality Act 
(CEQA) don’t apply to private views. 
Gillum said they were continuing to work 
with Grossglauser and hope to reach an 
agreement to place a landscaping screen on 
his property.

Rancher Stan Vleck spoke about the 
impact on agriculture. “There is actually a 
set aside requirement for mitigation on this 
project that actually stays as agriculture in 
perpetuity,” he said. “We are doing that in 
our operation for this project.”

Van Vleck owns the Van Vleck Ranch 
across Jackson Highway from Rancho 
Murieta South. He said the Sloughhouse 
Solar mitigation was an important piece 
of keeping the ranch going in perpetuity. 
“I’m please to say that we are 80% of the 
way and have already preserved over 3,500 
acres,” he said.  H

Supervisor Pat Hume, who 
represents Sloughhouse 
and Wilton, explains why 
he supports the project 
although a Wilton and 
Rancho Murieta planning 
group had recommended 
its rejection. Photos by Gail 
Bullen

F i s h  fa rm e r  M i ch a e l 
Passmore explains his 
change of heart about the 
project. He opposed it last 
summer.

Stan Van Vleck explains that 
the solar project is required 
to have a set aside that stays 
in agriculture in perpetuity. 
The mitigating property is on 
his ranch across from Rancho 
Murieta. 
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00
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 for bathrooms
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• Fire sprinklers
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• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon
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Tanks
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HereHere
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Tanks
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Tanks
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Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- John and Laura Petersen 
were taking in a night of 
karaoke at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club on 
Jan. 12 when he struck up a 
conversation with a young 
man after he finished singing.

Zachary O’Campo told 
the Petersen that he needed 
something fun to do because 
his bicycle had been stolen 
earlier that night from a rack 
outside Bel Air Market where 
he works as a courtesy clerk. 
The bike was his only source 
of transportation since he 
can’t drive. 

Petersen told his wife 
that he couldn’t let it 
stand, so he went to the 
microphone to make an 
announcement.  Within min-
utes, he had collected $300 
towards replacing the bike.

When he got home, 
Petersen set up a GoFundMe 
account for O’Campo with 
the title “Zach’s Freedom was 
Stolen” and posted the link 
on the Nextdoor social media 
site. His fundraising goal was 
$700.

Petersen said he and Laura 
added $200 to the $300 
from the country club col-
lection to make the first 
anonymous donation of 
$500. “By the time I woke 
up the next morning, we had 
$1,000. Then by 2 p.m., it 
was at $2,400. And then we 
shut it off at $3,695 the fol-
lowing day.”

Nextdoor notified Petersen 
that his post went viral with 
105,000 views in 48 hours. 
“I even got messages from 
Chicago and Michigan,” he 
said. “It was pretty amazing.” 

Although it would be eight 
days before GoFundMe 

A Bike Theft Morphs into 
an Outpouring of Love

Two days after his bike was stolen Zachary O’Campo is getting 
a new one at Mike’s Bikes in Folsom thanks to the generosity 
of Rancho Murieta residents. Photos courtesy John Petersen

O’Campo shows off his new helmet and bike lock.

would send the check, the 
Petersens took O’Campo to 
Mike’s Bikes in Folsom on 
Jan. 14 to buy him a new 
bike. 

Peterson said several resi-
dents, the Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office, Mike’s Bikes 
and Sam’s Town Cyclery also 
had offered to give him a gen-
tly used bike.

Petersen said they gave 
O’Campo the check, minus 
the bike reimbursement and 

GoFundMe charge when he 
and his mother brought flow-
ers and a card to their home. 
“Zach was so grateful and 
humbled by the outpouring,” 
Petersen said. “He wants to 
pay it forward.”

Petersen said the response 
from the community had 
been incredible. “The out-
pouring of love and support 
just shows what Rancho 
Murieta is,” he said. “We take 
care of our own.”  H

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Entertainment, 
Theatre & Culture for Rancho Murieta 
(ETC) has announced the lineup for 
the 2024 summer concert series. 
• Sunday, May 19: ETC Kick-off Event- 
3 to 5 p.m. at the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club. All residents are wel-
come to this free event.  Participants 
will enjoy wine tasting and food 
provided by local restaurants, buy 
their membership and concert tick-
ets, volunteer for concert duties, and 
be eligible to win valuable prizes. 
• Saturday, June 15: Who’s That Girl 
- The Ultimate Diva Experience. The 
group will feature a trio of dynamic 
women and backed up by a team of tal-
ented dancers that capture the energy 
and spirit of legendary performers 
such as Madonna, Whitney Houston, 
Beyoncé, Lady Gaga, and more. 
• Saturday, July 6: The Cripple Creek 
Band. Enjoy the unique sound blend-
ing multiple styles of music including 
country, Americana, bluegrass, and 
southern rock.  Influenced by stars like 
Hank Williams Jr., John Mellencamp, 
Travis Tritt, Eric Church, Merle 
Haggard and Chris Stapleton, the 
musicians will rock the audience with 
their southern roots style of music. 
• Saturday, July 27: Bee Gees Gold 
Tribute, This is the ultimate salute to 
the band that struck gold during the 
disco era.  The group will recreate the 
look and sound of the Bee Gees, with 
their unique falsettos that made them 

legends.  Favorite hits will include 
“Night Fever and “Stayin’ Alive.” 
• Saturday August 17: Kalimba. The 
Spirit of Earth, Wind & Fire. Back by 
popular demand, Kalimba will per-
form hits like “September”, “Shining 
Star”, “Boogie Wonderland”, “Sing 
a Song”,  and “That’s the Way of the 
World.” This 10-piece talented group 
will treat the audience to the eyes, 
ears, and spirit to Earth Wind & Fire’s 
famous sound. The group performed 
in Rancho Murieta in 2017 and 2019. 
• Saturday, Sept. 7: Bohemian Queen. 
This  Queen tribute band is worth its 
weight in gold. The talented band 
of musicians will bring the magic, 
power, and legacy of Queen to Rancho 
Murieta. The Queen favorites will 
include “Killer Queen”, “I Want to 
Break Free”,  “We Are the Champions”.  
“Don’t Stop Me Now”, “The Show 
Must Go On”, and many more. 
For more information, email asket-
cinfo@gmail.com or check out the 
nonprofit at https://rma.nabrnetwork.
com/groups.php  or on Facebook 
a t  h t t p s : / /www. facebook . com/
ETCranchomurieta.
 H

ETC Announces Lineup for Summer 
Concert Season

Kalimba, an Earth Wind and Fire tribute band is slated to perform for the third time at an ETC 
concert on Aug. 17. Photo by Gail  Bullen
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Appointing residents to 
committees ranging from 
architecture review to 
maintenance was the pri-
mary happening when 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Association Board (RMA) 
of Directors held a brief 
meeting on Jan. 16. The 
board also dissolved or 
suspended two committees.

General Manager Rod 
Hart also reported RMA 
Compliance would begin 
issuing citations to res-
idents who are captured 
speeding by four Lidar 
cameras on Jan. 22.  He 
also reported dashboard 
cameras coming soon will 
help document stop sign 
violations.

In other  business , 
Director Chris Childs 
reported on the most 
recent meeting of the Ad 
Hoc Security Committee, 
and two audience mem-
bers spoke. One of them 
asked the RMA to spear-
head a summer activities 
program for kids.

During his president’s 
report, Scott Adams said 
that he would attend 
the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services 
District (CSD) Board 
the following night. He 
planned to discuss a 
developer’s proposal to 
construct a natural trail 
instead of a paved trail in 
the Residences East sub-
division. See the separate 
story in this issue.

Committee 
appointments

As happens in the first 
meeting of the year, the 
directors appointed res-
idents to be members of 
board committees rang-
ing from architectural 
review to recreation. 
However, the chairs for 
two separate committees 
asked to deactivate their 
groups, and a third asked 
for a postponement to 
make his appointments.

The board approved 
a motion by Director 
Danny Carrillo to put the 
Community Advisory 
Committee in suspen-
sion “to make more 
efficient use of staff time. 
President Scott Adams 
said he thought it was a 

good move since a char-
ter for that committee 
has yet to be approved. 
Carrillo said the group 
could be reactivated on 
an as needed basis. The 
Board appointed that 
committee after a group 
of residents complained 
about racial harassment 
in July of 2022.

Adams also received 
board approval to deac-
tivate the Recreation 
and Aquat ic  Center 
Committee. He said the 
committee had worked 
about a year and a half 
to find a location for a 
community center and 
for eventual member 
approval. After deter-
mining the best location 
was on country club 
property, they entered a 
discussion with one of 
the property owners (the 
late John Sullivan) and 
had it appraised. Then 
the country club began 
discussions about the 
possibility of bankruptcy 
and an eventual sale. 
“If there comes a time 
when it is appropriate to 
reactivate the committee, 
then we’ll certainly do 
that,” Adams said. “But 
don’t anticipate that hap-
pening for a while.”

In other committee 
reports, Director John 
Van Doren, who chairs 
the Finance Committee, 
received approval to 
delay his appointments 
until February. The River 
Valley Times asked for 
a  list of the new appoin-
tees to the eight other 
committees but hadn’t 
received one as of the 
deadline for this story. 

Speeding citations
During his general 

manager’s report, Hart 
said Compliance would 
begin issuing citations 
for speeding violations 
captured by four Lidar 
cameras on Jan. 22. He 
said the need for the 
cameras became evident 
during the  90-day grace 
period in which residents 
caught speeding were 
only issued warnings.

During that time, the 
cameras captured 550 
residents and their guests 
speeding between 35 to 
60 mph.  Another 1,500 
violations involved ven-
dors. Hart said Amazon 
was the worst with 135 

violations. He is reach-
ing out to Amazon and 
other vendors to seek 
compliance.

“For tunate ly,  wi th 
these cameras, we have 
beautiful pictures and 
license plates so they will 
be difficult to deny,” he 
said.

Hart said some resi-
dents also have asked 
him to set up the cameras 
in front of their homes. 
“It’s quite evident they 
are needed for the safety 
of the community,” he 
said.

Running stop signs 
also is a problem and 
new dashboard cameras 
will provide documenta-
tion, according to Hart. 
RMA has ordered two 
cameras for the compli-
ance vehicles. CSD also 
had planned to buy a 
third camera for a secu-
rity vehicle but decided 
against it last month 
for security budgetary 
reasons.

Hart told the board he 
ordered a third camera 
at a cost of $4,500 for 
a CSD security vehicle 
using his own line of dis-
cretionary spending. The 
data from all three cam-
eras will go into an RMA 
server and would be uti-
lized for appeals and 
evaluations.

Hart said that record-
ings from the dashboard 
cameras will also provide 
documentation of citizen 
contacts “so you guys 
will have an idea of what 
some of our compliance 
guys go through.” He 
said the same system also 
will handle body camera 
recordings. 

Security Committee
Director Chris Childs 

cha i rs  the  Ad Hoc 
Securi ty Committee, 
which was asked to 
research options for pri-
vatizing security behind 
the gates given the bud-
getary issues facing CSD. 
Although the gates cur-
rent ly operate  24/7, 
that isn’t true for patrol 
because the Measure J tax 
money isn’t sufficient to 
pay for full operations. 

Childs reported that 
committee member Greg 
Mason reached out to 
several security compa-
nies and also asked other 
homeowners associations 

RMA Board Updated on Speeding Tickets, Appoints Committees

The Rancho Murieta Association (RMA) directors are shown after presiding over the first board 
meeting of the year on Jan. 16. From left, are Tom Reimers, Danny Carrillo, Renee Bechthold, 
Chris Childs, Scott Adams, and Patrick O’Hearn. Photos by Gail Bullen

Audience member Melinda Martel asks that RMA initiate an 
activity schedule for kids in the summer.

(HOAs) how they han-
dled security and made 
his report at the Jan. 11 
meeting. “He came back 
with a pretty interesting 
report about what secu-
rity measures exist in 
other places and what 
our committee sees as 
pretty unique security 
challenges in Rancho 
Murieta,” he said. 

Hart also will research 
what other HOAs are 
doing for security through 
two industry associations, 
Childs told the board.

Childs said the most 
robust discussion at the 
Jan. 11 meeting had to do 
with where the committee 
should go at that point. 
“We have gone a long 
way in terms of research, 
but we have yet to have 
any type of direction in 
terms of what CSD is 
going to do with secu-
rity,” he said.

Childs said after CSD 
Director Linda Butler 
arrived late at the meet-
ing, they peppered her 
with questions. “Her 
response was pretty clear 
that there isn’t going to be 
much direction until CSD 
completes its audits so 
they know exactly what 
funding sources they can 
use for security,” he said.

C h i l d s  a l s o  t o l d 
the board he had also 
attended a special CSD 
Board meeting about 
security on Jan. 12 and 
learned that the CSD 
Board is considering 
a recommendation to 
reduce the amount of 
overhead allotted to the 
CSD security budget. See 
a separate story for more 

details.
Another topic at the 

meeting was whether 
security officers should 
be armed. Their opinions 
went both ways, accord-
ing to Childs.

Audience comments
Audie nc e  me mbe r 

Melinda Martel told the 
board she was making 
three recommendations. 
She said the big one was 
the development of some 
kind of summer activ-
ity program for kids. 
Although she understands 
that RMA doesn’t have 
the staff for a recreational 
program she asked the 
association could pro-
vide some coordination. 
She suggested that civic 
groups and volunteers 
could sponsor activities 
such as a bike rodeo, a 
knitting class, a game 
day,  a gardening project, 
and chalk sidewalk art.

“There are a lot of kids 
out here, and there are 
a lot of things we could 
do with them,” Martell 
said. “I think the more 

active we keep the kids, 
the less trouble they will 
get into.”

Martell also asked the 
board to put up a shade 
structure for spectators 
at the spray park in the 
south “because is blazing 
hot sitting on the bench.” 
She  a lso  sugges ted 
holding a Halloween 
decorating contest. “I 
don’t have any ideas 
about how to do it, so I 
am throwing it out for 
you guys to talk about,” 
she said.

A n o t h e r  a u d i -
ence member, Marilyn 
Haugen,  complained 
about two street lights 
being out and causing 
safety issues. One on 
Alameda Drive belongs 
to the country club. It 
wasn’t clear whether a 
second one at Murieta 
Parkway and De La Cruz 
Drive belonged to RMA 
or SMUD. Hart said he 
would check it out.

The board will hold its 
next meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 20.  H
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CSD office now open 
Friday morning

As of January, the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services 
District (CSD) has changed 
its office hours. Previously, 
the office was closed every 
Friday. Now it is open on 
Friday from 8 a.m. until 
noon. The hours on Monday 
through Thursday are from 8 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Student enrollment 
under way at CRES
C o s u m n e s  R i v e r 

Elementary School (CRES) 
is enrolling students for the 
next school year. Come to 
the school office to pick up 
a packet during office hours 
between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m. Completed registration 
packets are due by 3:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 21. The eligibility for  
transitional kindergarten age 
is 5 years old between Sept. 
2, 2024 and June 2, 2025. The 
eligibility for kindergarten is 
5 years old before or on Sept. 
1, 2024.

Talent show for kids 
slated in Wilton  

Feb. 23
The Cosumnes Parks and 

Recreation Council is seek-
ing entries for a talent show 
that will be held at the 
Wilton Community Center 
on Feb. 23 at 6 p.m. at the 
Wilton Community Center. 
Kids from kindergarten 
through six grade will be 
showing off their talent. 
Email  wilton@saccounty.
gov for an application. The 

entry deadline is Jan. 30. 
All entries must be in good 
taste and meet a 4-minute 
time limit. Lip syncing not 
allowed. Groups and indi-
vidual acts are welcome 
and can include anything 
from juggling, playing an 
instrument, dancing, or per-
forming a skit.

Rancho Murieta 
Voices choral group 
seeking volunteers
Rancho Murieta Voices 

choral group is in  need of 
volunteers to fill two key 
positions in their 35 year 
old non-profit group. We are 
looking to fill the positions 
of Chior Master/ Director 
and Pianist . We practice 
Thursday afternoons at St. 
Vincent de Paul Church 
from 2pm to 3:30pm. We 
perform 14 times a year at 
Assisted Living Homes in 
the local area. Please call 
Joanne Lehman, President, 
on 707-326-6885 if you are 
interested in getting more 
information.

Kiwanis slates Easter 
Egg Hunt Fishing 

Day
The Kiwanis Club of 

Rancho  Murieta is excited 
to announce dates for 
two upcoming spring leg-
acy projects.  Our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt and 
Family Picnic Day is sched-
uled for Saturday, March 
30 at Stonehouse Park. This 
perennial family favor-
ite event is free for Rancho 
Murieta families.  Cookie 

decorating, crafts and pet-
ting zoo are offered for a 
family friendly fee.  The 
following Saturday morn-
ing, April 6, is Kids’ Fishing 
Day at Lake Clementia.  
Kids’ Fishing Day is a fun 
morning for kids to learn 
the art of fishing.  The lake 
area near the beach is netted 
and stocked with hundreds 
of pounds of planted 
fish. More details to fol-
low regarding both events.  
For up to date information, 
please like our Facebook 
page “Kiwanis Club of 
Rancho Murieta” and check 
our website, at www.rmki-
wanis.org.  Our Kiwanis 
Club loves hosting these 
events for our community. 

Mardi Gras 
Celebration Feb. 9
Please join us for a Mardi 

Gras celebration on Friday 
February 9, 2024 at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church in our social hall at 
14673 Cantova Way from 
5:30 to 9:30 pm. Enjoy a 
meal of jambalaya/rice, 
ribs, sausage, salad and des-
sert. There will be music for 
dancing and a raffle. Tickets 
are $30 per person and can 
be purchased at St. Vincent 
de Paul church before and 
after Saturday 5:00 pm 
Mass and before and after 
Sunday 9:00 am Mass. Or 
call Karen Mauro at 916 
608-1647. Gather your fam-
ily and friends, and wear 
your Mardi Gras attire for a 
fun filled evening. H

Following is a sum-
mary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services 
D i s t r i c t  S e c u r i t y 
Department for the fol-
lowing dates.  Note: 
these log entries are con-
densed. For full security 
log details, go to the 
CSD website at www.
rmcsd.com. A quick link 
to the security logs is on 
the home page.

RP = Reporting Person
GOA = Gone on Arrival
UTL = Unable to
 Locate
BOLO = Be on Look
Out
NFI = No Further
Information
QOA = Quiet on Arrival
HBD = Had
B e e n  D r i n k i n g 

 Rancho Murieta

Jan. 8 - Jan. 12
• Log not generated./ No 

report about the log

Jan. 13
• Extra patrol, 8:07 p.m. 

commercial area, no signs 
of suspicious activities.

Jan. 14 - Jan. 15
• No report about the 

log.

Jan. 16
• Stop sign enforcement, 

8:36 a.m. Murieta South, 
two citations.

• Vandalism, 10:54 a.m. 
Clementia Park restroom, 
empty toilets plugged 
with toilet paper causing 
an overflow of non-con-
taminated water heading 

towards the boat ramp. The 
vandals also dented the 
exterior wall.

 

Wilton Fire
• Five medical aids 

between Jan. 9 and 14.

Jan. 9
• Public assistance, 

10:52 p.m., 12801 Yearling 
Court.

Jan. 11
• Accident, 9:42 p.m. 

11260 Dillard Road.

Jan. 12
• Outbuilding fire, 3:38 

p.m. 12751 Rimfire Drive.

Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office

• No incidents reported.
� H

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Rancho Murieta will soon 
have new information about 
the condition of  the Lake 
Clementia fish population 
thanks to an upcoming elec-
trofishing survey.

After hearing a presen-
tation about the sampling 
method that uses a mild elec-
trical shock to temporarily 
stun the  fish so they can be 
assessed, the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District 
(CSD)  Improvemen t s 
Committee gave their per-
mission at their Jan. 9 
meeting.

“I personally think it is 
a win-win,” said Director 
Marty Pohl. “I have no 
objection to it.”

“I’m totally in favor,” 
Director Randy Jenco added.

The survey will take place 
on Feb. 26.

T h e  I m p r o v e m e n t s 
Committee is comprised 
of two directors, Pohl and 
Jenco, Operations Director 
Michael Fritschi, all three 
engineers, General Manager 
Mimi Morris and other CSD 
staff. The committee looks at 
infrastructure issues in depth 
and makes recommendations 
to the entire board.

Jim Monical, who is 
the fishing club president, 
brought two California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) biolo-
gists to the meeting. Ben 
Ewing explained how the 
survey would work. Max 
Fish said he was exploring 
whether a  Rancho Murieta 
lake would be suitable for the 
Sacramento Perch, the only 
native sunfish in California. 

Ewing said his department 
uses electrofishing surveys 
throughout the state to assess 
fisheries. “When it done cor-
rectly, there is like a 99% 
survival rate for the fish,” he 
said.

CDFW biologists will use 
a specialized boat to apply a 
mild electrical current to the 
water. This will temporarily 
stun the fish in the vicinity. 
After the fish float to the sur-
face, they  will be placed in 
live well on the boat so the 
biologists can collect and tag 

CSD Committee Okays Electrofishing 
Survey at Clementia

Biologists are exploring whether a Rancho Murieta lake could 
be a new home for  Sacramento Perch, the only native sunfish 
in California. Photo by Dave (Gio) Giordano

California Department of Fish and Wildlife biologists Ben 
Ewing, left, and Max Fish pose next to a boat that will be used 
for an electrofishing survey of Lake Clementia fish in February. 
They spoke at the Jan. 9 meeting of the CSD improvements 
Committee. Photo by Gail Bullen

them before throwing them 
back into the water.

 Ewing said the end result 
will be a 10 to 12 page report 
that will provide a percent-
age for each species in the 
lake, the average length and 
age range. “The big one is the 
length to weight ratio because 
that gives you an idea of how 
the fish are doing,” he said. 
“Are the fish real skinny and 
emaciated or real fat and 
chunky.”

Asked about the number of 
fish that would be shocked, 
Erwin said he couldn’t say 
because he didn’t know 
the particulars about Lake 
Clementia. He said the sur-
vey would take several hours 
and would utilize an electri-
cal motor supplied by the fish 
club member. Neither the dis-
trict or fishing club be charged 
for the survey.

Fritschi asked Monical how 
the survey would benefit the 
fishing club. “It’s not just the 
fishing club,” Monical told 
him. “It is all Rancho Murieta 
residents who fish in the lake.”

The committee also took 
in a brief presentation from 
Fish, who is a specialist in 
native fish conservation and 
management. He came to the 
meeting with Ewing in hopes 
that Rancho Murieta might 

have “some interesting oppor-
tunities” to plant Sacramento 
Perch. Related to bass and 
sunfish, the only native 
California sunfish “have 
been extinct from their native 
waters for quite a while, but 
still exist in locations where 
they have been moved.”

Describing them as “a 
pretty fun fish to catch,” Fish 
said they are adapted to harsh 
environmental conditions such 
as drought, high salinity, high 
alkalinity and low oxygen lev-
els. But the introduction on 
non-native sunfish (such as 
blue gills) pushed them out of 
their native waters. 

“We are just looking for 
opportunities to expand their 
range, and potentially provide 
recreational fisheries where 
possible,” Fish said.

Pohl and Jenco both asked 
if the Perch would compete 
with other fish and take over 
the reservoirs. 

Fish told them it was pretty 
much the opposite. “They 
have trouble competing, espe-
cially with green sunfish, 
bluegills and croppie,” he 
said.

When contacted after the 
meeting, Monical said he was 
hopeful that front lake might 
prove to be a good option for 
the Sacramento Perch.  H

T h e  W i l t o n  F i r e 
Protection District 
is the recipient of 
a $20,000 grant 
t o  p u r c h a s e 
n e w  e x t r i c a -
tion  equipment, 
according to a 
news  re lease 
f r o m  t h e 
California Office 
of Traffic Safety. 
Known at the ”Jaws 
of Life,” first respond-
ers use these specialized 
tools to safely rescue victims 
trapped inside a vehicle.

“The new equipment will help 
reduce the time it takes for us to 
safely reach someone who needs 
immediate medication,” said Wilton 
fire Captain Gino Buranzon. “The 
OTS grant funding will give us the 
opportunity to purchase modern rescue 

tools and provide training to 
the first responders that 
is critical for the care 
of those injured in 

crashes.”
Delays in pro-

v i d i n g  c a r e 
t o  c r a sh  v i c -
tims impacts the 
“go lden  hour” 

of survival, a care 
pr inc ip le  in  the 

emergency  medi -
cal services industry. 

Reducing the time it takes to 
get to the patient, treat what can be 

treated, and transport the patient to the 
hospital helps improve the chance for 
recovery.

Funding for this program was pro-
vided by a grant from the California 
Office of Traffic Safety, through the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.  H

Wilton Fire Awarded 
Grant for ‘Jaws of Life’
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Although the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District (CSD) 
has no jurisdiction over the 
community’s parks, it still 
became involved in a dispute 
between developers and the 
Rancho Murieta Association 
(RMA). It played out at a 
CSD board meeting on Jan. 
17.

The clash centered on a 
one-mile trail that would 
connect Puerto Drive to 
Stonehouse Park inside the 
Residences East and West 
subdivision where grading is 
expected to begin this year. 
Developer Bob Keil and 
his partners are proposing 
a natural surface trail. The 
Rancho Murieta Association 
is insisting on the construc-
tion of a Class I asphalt 
trail that would be 12 feet 
wide with 2-feet shoulders 
It would be far more costly 
than an unpaved trail.

After both sides laid out 
their arguments, the CSD 
Board voted 4:1 to side with 
RMA.

The CSD involvement 
stemmed from the forma-
tion of a five-member Parks 
Committee to make deci-
sions about developing 
parks more than 30 years 
ago. The RMA has two 
representatives,  the devel-
opment community has two, 
and CSD has one – Director 
Linda Butler.

Scott Adams, the RMA 
board president, said he and 
other directors met with Keil 
five times over the past six 
months to discuss the trail 
without making any prog-
ress. Keil then requested 
a meeting of the Parks 
Committee for approval of 
his trail so he wouldn’t have 
to go back to the county. 

In asking that the matter 
be placed on the CSD Board 
agenda, Adams said that the 
two RMA representatives 
had been directed to vote for 
the paved trail while the two 
developer representatives 
would be voting for a non-
paved trail. That made CSD 
the tiebreaker.

“The RMA Board respect-
fully asks that (1) you direct 
your Parks representative to 
reject Mr. Keil’s unilateral 
request for a Parks meeting 
and (2) if a Parks Committee 
meeting is held, you direct 
your parks representative 
to oppose any motion that 
deviates from the Parks 
prior approved Class I trail 
design,” his letter said.

Shortly after the discus-
sion began, Director Stephen 
Booth made a motion to hold 
the meeting but to direct 
Butler to vote against the nat-
ural trail. But he didn’t get 
a second. Towards the end 
of the discussion,  Director 
Martin Pohl made the motion 
to reject the meeting, which 
passed 4:1. Butler was the no 
vote.

Developer argument
Keil said the Residences 

project went through an 
environmental impact report 
(EIR) process before the 
county approval in 2007. 
“What was approved by 

CSD Embroiled In Trail Surface Dispute 
Between RMA And Developers

The photo shows an example of a natural trail being proposed in the Residences East 
subdivision that would connect Puerto Drive to Stonehouse Park. It is opposed by the Rancho 
Murieta Association (RMA), which won support for an asphalt trail at the Jan. 17 meeting of 
the Rancho Community Services District Association (CSD) Board. Courtesy photo

Developer Bob Keil spreads his arms to give an idea of the 
trail width. He said the RMA-preferred trail would mean felling 
many trees.

the county was a six-foot-
wide DG (decomposed 
gravel) path,” he said. 
After Keil showed it to the 
Murieta Trail Stewardship, 
they warned him the path 
would be slippery and wash 
out frequently. The group 
referred him to a trail archi-
tect and a trail builder. He 
then approached RMA for 
approval of a change from 
DG to a natural trail surface. 

Keil said that RMA 
rejected his plan saying 
a Class I trail design was 
required. Keil said an asphalt 
trail wasn’t approved until 
2013 or 2018. Sacramento 
County also has told him that 
asphalt path isn’t currently 
permitted and would require 
another EIR.

Keil said building a Type 
I paved trail would require 
extensive grading and the 
removal of many trees. “No 
one seems to be talking 
about the devastation to the 
area,” he said. 

RMA argument
Adams said the Parks 

Committee unanimously 
adopted the county trail 
specifications and approved 
a trail system with Class I 
trails in 2003.  One of the 
developers voting for it 
was Bob Cassano who then 
owned the Residences East. 
Adams said they met with 
Keil five times and were 
willing to discuss a non-
paved trail as long it satisfied 
the characteristics expected 
by RMA and the residents. 
That included the accom-
modation of everything from 
golf carts to wheelchairs, 
space for two-way traffic 
and the accommodation of 
heavy traffic year round.

Adams said that Keil 
hasn’t submitted site specific 
information and his most 
recent proposal looked like a 
bike path. 

Adams said after the trail 
is built, RMA be respon-
sible for maintaining it. 
He expects it to be heav-
ily used because it  would 
give residents the option of 
avoiding the substantial traf-
fic on Puerto and Guadalupe 
Drives to get to Stonehouse, 
which is the busiest park in 
the community.

Butler’s comments
Butler began her remarks 

by saying her direction 
would have to come from 
the entire board. However, 
having visited the site 
with Keil she had her own 
thoughts.

“I don’t see how you can 
expect that one-mile trail to 
take care of our traffic prob-
lems,” she said. 

She also referred to prob-
lems with speeding golf 
carts on the paved path (that 
isn’t a Class I) connecting 
the north and south. “I think 
it would be nice if something 
was done in this community 
that was not directed at golf 
carts, “ she said. “This just 
seems to me like they are 
asking for trouble.”

Other director comments
Booth said the new houses 

being built will increase traf-
fic, and he likes the idea of 
diverting substantial golf 
cart traffic off the main 
roads.

Booth also said he had 
talked to John Merchant 
earlier in the day, Merchant 
is a former CSD and Vice-
President of SOLOS. “Even 
though he is the cham-
pion of natural trails, he 
favors the paved pathway 
for the same reasons that I 
described,” Booth said.

Pohl said the trail needs to 
be safe. The Class I design 
would provide safety and 
would be easier to main-
tain. He also noted that the 
trail standard had already 
been set, “I’m not in favor 
of changing the standard,” 
Pohl said.

Director Randy Jenco 
said that since RMA would 
end up owning the path 
and maintaining it. “I don’t 
know why we would do 
anything other than what 
they want as far as the path,” 
he said.

President Tim Maybee 
told Pohl he liked his 
motion not to hold a 
Parks Committee meeting 
“because that pushes every-
body back to the negotiation 
table.”.

Pohl, Jenco, and Maybee 
are all previous members of 
the RMA Board of Directors.
� H

RMA President Scott Adams says a paved trail for the 
subdivision was approved 20 years ago and is needed to deal 
with increasing traffic.

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Because of a light agenda, 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District directors spent 
most of their time at their 
Jan. 17 board meeting tak-
ing in staff reports that 
varied from an updated 
audit report to a clogged 
sewer lift on Christmas 
Eve.

Other highlights from 
the staff reports included 
a projection for a rate 
increase next year, the dis-
position of a juvenile who 
injured others with a fire-
work on July 4,  a fish 
ladder fix,  a new com-
munication strategy,  and 
the allocation of overhead 
costs. 

The only agenda item 
discussed in length had to 
do with a proposed trail in 
the Residences East subdi-
vision. See the separate story 
in this issue. 

Here are some highlights 
from the staff reports and 
other agenda items.

General Manager
• General Manager Mimi 

Morris reported the many 
problems with the 20/21 fis-
cal year financial records 
had been resolved and sub-
mitted to the auditor. She 
hopes the audit report will be 
ready for the February meet-
ing. “It has taken almost 18 
months to get the bookkeep-
ing in order,” she said. 

• The staff has begun pre-
paring the district’s 2024/25 
budget. “It is likely that staff 
will propose a 10 to 15% 
increase in rates to ensure 
all costs are covered for the 
coming year, Morris said.

• Staff has been evaluat-
ing the past method used 
to assign overhead costs to 
water, sewer, drainage, solid 
waste and, in particular, to 
security. See a separate story 
in this issue about security 
overhead costs.

• Morris showed the 
board the Community 
Communication Tracker 
form that staff has been 
using since December to 
track questions brought 
up at meetings or as direct 
inquiries. She said district 
responses will be published 
on the CSD website for full 
transparency. Morris also 
has implemented a tracker 
for Public Records Act 
requests.

• The district is updat-
ing the reception area at the 
CSD Building to improve 
the workspace for employ-
ees and to make the counter 
ADA accessible.

• The National Oceanic 
a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c 
Administration (NOAA) 
reported that the fish lad-
der at Granlee’s Dam was 
blocked so fish couldn’t 
get through. Operations 
Supervisor Travis Bohannon 
and three other employ-
ees worked for half a day 
to remove the debris that 
including a log and a chair. 
Morris said the federal 
agency was pleased.

 Finance 
• Mark Matulich, director 

of finance and administra-
tion, reported that a financial 
report to date showed excess 
revenue of $1.17 million 
over expenditures, but he 
said it had to be taken with 
a grain of because it isn’t all 
discretionary money. 

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

CSD Board Updated on Audit, Rates, 
Sewer Clog, Fish Ladder Fix

The photo shows a pile of rags pulled out of the North Sewer 
Lift Station next to the fire station on Christmas Eve. The five 
employees who responded to the emergency were praised 
at the Jan. 17 meeting Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District (CSD) Board. Photos courtesy of CSD

The photo shows a hole in Granlees Dam at the top of the fish 
ladder that had been blocked by a chair and a hefty branch. 
The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration asked CSD 
to clear the blockage so fish could get through.

• Matulich was more 
certain about the manage-
ment of costs that have 
led to an 8% decrease in 
expenditures than had been 
budgeted. “Savings like this 
are important to the success 
of the district and will help 
offset the current year’s bud-
get deficit of $283,000,” 
Matulich said.

• He also reported on 
balancing reserves for 
the 20/21 fiscal year. The 
Improvements Committee 
approved his  request 
to transfer money from 
reserves to eliminate a defi-
cit in the water fund in 
20/21. 

Security
• Security Supervisor 

Kelly Benitez reported 
that 38 out of 93 patrol 
shifts weren’t covered in 
December. That’s because 
CSD has three patrol vacan-
cies that aren’t being filled.

•  A  S a c r a m e n t o 
Metropolitan Fire District 
captain advised him that the 
juvenile who injured oth-
ers with a firework on July 4 
has been referred to their fire 
youth program instead of to 
the district attorney.

•  The  Sac ramen to 
County Sheriff’s Office has 
advised that RMA will soon 
have a VIP (Volunteer in 
Partnership with the Sheriff) 
working in Rancho Murieta 
at the service center after a 
2 1/2-year lapse. The new 
VIP is already a sheriff’s 
chaplain.

• Benitez already has 
been working with  RMA, 
a sheriff’s POP officer, and 
probation in hopes of min-
imizing problems next 
summer such as underage 
teens gathering at the South 
and North Beaches.

• Benitez said he resolved 
a complaint about racial 
descriptions being used in 
the log. He said he will edit 
out references to sex and 
ethnicity unless it is needed 
for a suspect description.

• Benitez reported two 
incidents of note. One con-
cerned a woman suffering 
from an overdose outside 
the AT&T building,  and the 
other was the theft of a leaf 
blower in Murieta Village.

• RMA has “gifted” CSD 

Security with a dashboard 
camera that will help offi-
cers document speed sign 
violations and encounters 
with residents.

Utilities
• Plant Supervisor Travis 

Bohannon and four other 
employees and a vendor 
responded to an emergency 
at the North Sewer Lift 
Station next to the fire sta-
tion on Christmas Eve. The 
comminutor that chews up 
rags had failed and the sec-
ond one was on its last legs. 
The rags included flushable 
wipes, tampons, and con-
doms that residents have 
flushed down their toilets. 
The vendor also sucked 
out two to three inches of 
grease from the dry well. 
Bohannon said a new com-
minutor had been delivered 
that day, and the purchase 
of a second one has been 
approved. 

• A hit-and-run pickup 
driver hit an air flow valve 
cover in the Tractor Supply 
lot on Dec. 19, causing a 
4,000-gallon water leak. 
Although the license plate 
and other information were 
furnished to CHP, Bohannon 
didn’t know the outcome.

• As of the meeting, 
Clementia Reservoir was 
100% full, Chesbro, 75%, 
and Calero 77% because 
of diversions from the 
Cosumnes River.

• During annual lead and 
copper testing of the water, 
a sample at one home came 
in too high but a repeat test 
showed acceptable levels.

Other agenda items
• As part of the consent 

agenda, the board approved 
expenditures already okayed 
by the Improvements 
Committee - $26,884 for a 
new comminutor, an $8,500 
contract to evaluate a system 
at the water treatment, and 
$12,376 in electrical work 
at the Chesbro Aeration 
Station.

• The board also approved 
a staff recommendation to 
change the custodian agency 
for a benefit fund for past 
employees to save more 
than $10,000 a year.

The board will hold its 
next regular meeting at 5 
p.m. on Feb. 21.   H
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Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333

Lic# 01365643C W Inc.

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
354-8819
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
Commerce Financing
RM resident over 20 years!

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

(916)
932.6693

DRE# 02056360

CALL-A-PRO

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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(916) 799-1541 
 

Buying or Selling? 

Certified  Senior Real Estate Specialist 

916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees
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25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236
License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your Insurance Needs

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com Li
c.
#
0
0
6
0
2
1
0
4

ina semrau
OWner/BrOker

CALL-A-PRO

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension 
Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan. 

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911
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V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Concrete

Classic Cars

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-480-0769
(Cal-SCAN)

My wife laughed when I
wanted to be a CEO,

But when I took the com-
pany public? 

Canʼt Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?
Have You Been Down-
sized?
Want To Change Indus-
tries?
Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job
Boards Unproductive?
Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?
Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid
Work?
Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?
Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and
Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance
Next Level 646 219-0000
R e s u m e  t o
vpcareers20@gmail.com

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20

A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within

minutes. Average savings
of $444/year! Call

1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm Central)

(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning
and losing market share

is how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPAʼs
Advertising Servicesʼ power

to connect to nearly 13
million of the stateʼs read-
ers who are an engaged

audience, makes our serv-
ices an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more

info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011or

cecelia@cnpa.com

Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to 48

months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call

National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274.

(Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado?  Donelo a Patriotic
Hearts! Recogida rápida y
gratui ta en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-844-244-5441
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer serv-
ice. Limited time offer get
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed

Company
www.viploan.com Call

1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE

01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The most
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24
months with CHOICE
Package. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup-
Running or Not -24 Hour
Reponse -Maximum Tax

Donation -Help Find
Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.

(Cal-SCAN)

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a
$200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel
stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind
to donate your vehicle to-
day. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

Advertising Advertising

Automotive

For more information, call or text for a free brochure: 507.217.1326

Tour includes deluxe motor coach transportation, all admission tickets, quality hotels, etc.

    Hall of Fame  
      Tour

                          Aug. 2-12 2024

Attend MLB games at Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,   
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees.
Visit football, baseball, basketball & hockey Halls of Fame

BASEBALLBob’s Tours

Tour begins at host hotel near Cincinnati Airport 
and ends near Newark Liberty Int'l Airport

We also offer an Arizona Spring Training Tour (March 3-9) and a New England Fall Foliage 
Tour (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) with games at Fenway Park and Yankee Stadium.

u

u $3,500/person based on  
double hotel occupancyu

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Home Improvement

Home Improvement

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 

Offer ends 12/31/23
Call 1-833-985-4766 

(Cal-SCAN)

Painting

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Roofing

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045
916-257-9609916-257-9609

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior
NO JOB IS TOO BIGNO JOB IS TOO BIG

N

O PROBLEM

PAINTING

Jobs

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing- Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for Your Free Au-
thor̀ s Guide 1-877-538-9554 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali

(Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? Your car donation
to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start
their own business. Fast
free pick. Running or not!
 Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495.
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CAR, 
TRUCK, RV OR BOAT TO HELP 

HOMELESS PETS.
PETS ALIVE, A 
CALIFORNIA, 
QUALIFIED 501(c)3 
NONPROFIT 

WE ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND 
PAPERWORK EXPERTS AND PROVIDE 

         GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
FOR QUOTES AND QUICK PICK UP, 
CALL US TODAY: 833-772-2632

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

u

u

WANTED!
Old Porsche 

356/911/912
for restoration by hobbyist

1948-1998 Only.
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE

1-707-339-5994. Email: 
Porcherestoration

@yahoo.com
(Cal-SCAN)

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing

Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation

Planting | Tree Trimming
209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-

tary Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581

(Cal-SCAN)

Junk Removal

Landscaping

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Audit Senior Staff with 
Crowe, LLP

(Sacramento, CA) – exmn, 
anlyz, & intprt accntng rcrds to 
prpre fincl stmnts, give advice, 
or audit & eval stmnts prprd by 
othrs. Offered wage: $96,600 
to $115,920 per year. For full 
job details, all reqs & to apply, 
visit: bit.ly/Crowe101

Job Opening: 
Immediate Hiring

Looking for compassionate  
caregivers that willing to work 
in 6 beds Residential care fa-
cility in Elk Grove area. No ex-
perience needed, must pass 
Livescan background check 
and medical physical exam. 
Payrate: Minimum. EEO. 

Please call (916) 546-8284.

GALT AUTO SWAP 
MEET & CAR SHOW 

Saturday January 20th 
6am-2pm Galt Market Ground

Turn those parts into cash 
swap spaces only $20 ad-

mission only $5 call 209-513-
8651 For more info follow us 
on IG Sjvautoswapmeets

HIRING NOW: FULL-TIME 
CAREGIVER NEEDED!

Join our team at an adult res-
idential facility in Rancho Cor-
dova catering to individuals 
with developmental disabili-
ties. No experience required, 
immediate start! Starting pay: 
$16.50/hr. Apply Today! Call: 
(916) 709-2728

allocation to security was a 
major reason the fund was in 
the hole. She said the district 
shouldn’t allocate any admin-
istrative costs to security.

A couple of years later at 
the Dec. 20 CSD Board meet-
ing, Director Stephen Booth, 
who had only been on the 
board for 14 months, ques-
tioned the security budget. He 
said the administrative alloca-
tion this year to security was 
$637,227, which represents a 
hit of 38.9% to the operational 
budget. 

General Manager Mimi 
Morris told Booth she was 
in “complete agreement” 
and said the distribution of 
administrative costs must be 
recalibrated according to the 
level of administrative effort 
that is being utilized.  “We are 
kind of baffled how it landed 
on security at that heavy 
level,” she said.

After Booth said he wanted 
the issue placed the agenda 
for an upcoming board meet-
ing, Morris directed Mark 
Matulich, who is the CSD 
director of administration and 

finance and a CPA, to come 
up with an alternative meth-
odology for administrative 
costs. His recalibration of the 
methodology was discussed at 
three board meetings and one 
Finance Committee meeting, 
all in January.

Matulich didn’t find much 
documentation on what the 
consultant used in 2020 to 
allocate overhead,  but it 
appears she based it on the 
number of FTE (full-time 
equivalent) employees in 
each department, which is 
common. He considered other 
cost drivers such as the over-
all complexity of a fund’s 
operation and the correspond-
ing demands, it’s physical 
plant and equipment, and the 
operating budget in addition 
to the number of positions. 

He came up with 52% for 
water, 27% for sewer, 3% for 
drainage, 4% for solid waste, 
and 14% for security. He 
also explained what it would 
mean in dollars this fiscal 
year, although it was a ball-
park estimate since the three 
prior budgets haven’t been 
closed and audited.  Applied 

to security in the 23/24 bud-
get, the new methodology 
would drop the allocation 
from $637,227 to $280,540, 
which would leave it in the 
black at $53,296.

However,  the water 
fund allocation would 
increase from $745,435 to 
$1,042,000.  As a result, 
the fund would now be in 
the red $824,911 instead 
of  $528,348, according to his 
rough estimate.

Whether to use the 
revamped allocation meth-
odology was discussed at 
the Jan. 17 board meeting. 
Morris recommended that it 
be applied to the current and 
three past budgets that are 
all still open even though the 
20/21 budget had just been 
sent the auditor. Since the 
attorney said it would take 
board action to make a budget 
change, a special board meet-
ing was convened on Jan. 19 
with Morris, Matulich, and 
Directors Booth, Randy 
Jenco and President Tim 
Maybee attending. Directors 
Linda Butler and Martin Pohl 
weren’t present.

Booth said he favored 
making an adjustment to the 
current budget but didn’t 
know if there was any value 
for the past budgets since 
it was essentially a paper 
change. “I’d rather just start 
fresh this fiscal year, get 
it right, and do so moving 
forward, unless you can con-
vince me there is some other 
tangible results,” he said.

Morris responded to his 
point. “I think one thing for 
me that is the integrity of the 
financials,” she said. “From 
my perspective, it’s actually 
cleaning up the financials so 
the costs are appropriately 
aligned with the different 
units,” she said. “Then you 
have the information you 
can really share with every-
one and have your credibility 
bolstered.” 

Jenco said he was con-
cerned about what going 
backward to make changes 
would do, especially for the 
water fund. 

Morris told him that 
a rough calculation she 
made for the CSD Finance 
Committee showed that if 

a $360,000 administrative 
allocation was moved from 
security to water “We would 
have to charge $12 per month 
per house and expenses…
Then we would have to add 
for reserves.”

Booth said they could make 
addressing the administra-
tive allocation in prior years 
a zero-sum game. “But if we 
apply this reallocation,  it puts 
on a kind of right-sizing,” 
he said. “Then if we apply it 
to this year,  then we are not 
going to have enough money 
in our sewer, drainage and 
water rates in the budget.”

Jenco said that no matter 
what, people are going to pay 
more.

Booth told him that was 
inevitable. “But I think we are 
potentially placing ourselves 
in a position you weren’t in 
when Measure R and the rate 
increase were turned down,” 
he said. “Once we have a cou-
ple audits completed, and we 
have taken a look at whether 
we are properly distributing 
our overhead, we will have a 
better idea of what our true 
costs all for all of our services. 

“We will be in a better 
position when we seek addi-
tional money for rates and 
can justify it based on veri-
fiable numbers that we just 
didn’t have two years ago,” 
Booth concluded.

Morris also said that she is 
bringing the administration 
fund costs down, which will 
also affect the future alloca-
tion of its costs.

After further discussion in 
which Jenco favored apply-
ing the revised administrative 
allocation change to all years 
to create a truer picture, he 
made the motion to that 
effect. The vote to approve 
was 3:0.

As a side note during the 
discussion, Jenco asked 
Morris if the security fund 
being in the black under the 
new allocation methodology 
could mean another secu-
rity position. Morris told 
him no because the security 
resources that come from 
Measure J, even without any 
administrative cost alloca-
tion, barely fully cover the 
cost of the current staffing 
levels.  H

CSD Changes Allocation of Indirect Costs to Security
Continued from page 1
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** Sale applies to all indicated products except for “Special Buys”, “Mega Clearance”, Serta Arctic and iComfort mattresses. Sale prices not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  
Allow time for delivery on most items. Sale ends 2/4/2024.

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm 
Sun 11am – 6pm

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  P a r t s

SALESALE

*A few items imported. 
See furniture consultant for details.

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

AIRELOOM
ARCHBOLD
BASSETT

BEST HOME
BRIARWOOD
BROOOKSIDE

ENGLAND*
FUSION DESIGNS 
GREEN GABLES

HILLTOP HICKORY
MARSHFIELD
MATTRESS 1st   
OAK DESIGN

OMNIA

PREMIER
ROWE

SAM MOORE
SERTA

SIMPLY AMISH
STANTON

STICKLEY FINE UPHOLSTERY
STICKLEY*
TRAILWAY

TREND MANOR
VAUGHAN-BASSETT

WESLEY ALLEN
Y&T WOODCRAFT

All Made in the USA products are on sale!**

In an effort to provide our customers with as many choices as possible we search for the best quality values throughout the world. We also 
are aware that some of our customers prefer to purchase only American-Made products. We want to give you that choice with over 25 of our 

manufacturers crafting their products right here in the United States from U.S. and imported parts. Save today on all of them.**

Monthly Fees:
Family, Couple or Single
Golf Membership $300
Social $105

Sign up for the trial offer in 
November 2023-February 2024 

and your initiation fee is waived. 
Like what you see, and after the 
trial in March join the club with 

a 1 year contract and  
no initiation fee is needed!

*Offer available for new members only

SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2024-FEBRUARY 2024 ONLY

Submited by Nancy 
Clevenger

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Country Club Niners 
Women’s Golf Group 
recently held their monthly 
meeting in the Terrace 
Lounge at the Country Club. 
This breakfast meeting was 
the first of the new sea-
son, led by Captain Pamela 
O’Hern. The captain gavel 
was passed from the 2023 
captain, Chris Pasek, to 2024 
Captain Pamela O’Hern. 

During this meeting, 
Captain O’Hern made 
several announcements. 
Announcements for achieve-
ments in 2023 were made, 
including the 2023 Most 
Improved Golfer. To qual-
ify for Most Improved, the 
player must play 10 18-hole 
games and be an active par-
ticipant with the Niners. This 
year’s winner played 51 
rounds, improving her hand-
icap from 35.3 in January 
2023 to 25.0 in December 
2023. That’s an improve-
ment factor of 1.278. That 

GOLF SCORES
player was Alison Gomez. 
Gomez earned a cash award 
and a lovely plaque.

The Charm and Putt win-
ner for 2023 was Therese 
Yannuzzi. Therese com-
peted in the finals of Charm 
and Putt in November. This 
competition included all 
players who won Charm 
and Putt each month. Charm 
and Putt players play for the 
lowest score each month and 
the fewest putts during that 
same monthly play. Results 
were just announced that 
Yannuzzi scored a net 34 
and putted it in 15 times. 

The Niners Women’s Golf 
Group is a casually compet-
itive group of ladies who are 
members of Rancho Murieta 
Country Club. This group 
meets for nine holes of golf 
every Thursday, with a tour-
nament the second Thursday 
of the month. Additional Fun 
Tournaments are held at var-
ious times during the month, 
with prizes going to the win-
ners. For more information, 
contact Pamela O’Hern, 
plohern@sbcglobal.net or 
209-598-1160.  H

Therese Yannuzzi Photos 
courtesy of Niners Women’s 
Golf Club

Alison Gomez

2024 Captain Pamela O’Hern and 2023 Captain Chris Pasek


