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CSD Supervisor Benitez Resigns

Kelly Benitez is leaving his position as the security chief of the Rancho Murieta Community Services District to work as a police
captain at a local agency. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Kelly Benitez, the for-
mer chief of security chief
of the Rancho Murieta
Community Service
District (CSD), has stepped
down from his position to

join law enforcement. His
resignation was effective
Jan. 16.

Benitez has secured a
position as a police cap-
tain with an undisclosed
law enforcement agency
within the Sacramento
Metropolitan Area. He
refrained from disclos-
ing the specific agency

because he hadn’t officially
assumed his new role.

Benitez initially planned
to stay with CSD for at
least five years after his
recruitment 2 % years ago.
However, his plans shifted
after residents voted down
Measure R in November
2022.

Placed on the ballot by

the CSD Board, Measure
R would have provided
additional funding so CSD
could deliver patrol ser-
vices 24/7 without using
property taxes to sup-
plement the security
budget. The underfunding
stemmed from insuffi-
cient revenue generated

Continued on page 6

Kiwanian Tenth Annual Crab Feed

is Another Sell-out

KIWANIS

CRAB

Volunteers celebrate after delivering 58 drive-through meals at the 10th Annual Crab Feed presented by the Kiwanis Club of
Rancho Murieta on Feb. 3. Photos courtesy Catherine Blaisdell and Dia Utterback

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- A horde of enthusias-
tic diners who devoured
nearly 1,150 pounds of
crab while keeping their
thirst quenched lent a
hand to two organizations
supporting children on
February 3.

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

The affair marked the
Tenth Annual Crab Feed,
sponsored by the Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Murieta
and held at St. Vincent De
Paul Catholic Church. This
crab feed stands as the pri-
mary fundraiser for the
Kiwanians, who collabo-
rate with The Knights of
Columbus for this beloved
event.

Jeanette Edwards, a

Kiwanian, managed ticket
sales this year, stating,
“Dine-in tickets sold out
in the first hour on the
first day of sales on Jan
6th. People were lined up
outside the Local Bean,
waiting for us to set up to
buy tickets.”

The club managed to sell
296 dine-in tickets and 58
drive-through tickets.

Expressing delight at the

response, Kiwanis Club
President Angelo Lutz
remarked, “Thanks to the
entire community and par-
ticularly the committee
members and generous
sponsors for making our
10th-anniversary crab feed
a terrific success. The pro-
ceeds allow our Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Murieta to
continue our projects and

Continued on page 3
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Community
Service District
Committee
Dehates Use of
State Money

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The idiom “Don’t look
a gift horse in the mouth”
might hold wisdom, but
members of the Rancho
Murieta Community Services
District (CSD) Improvements
Committee found themselves
doing just that when they con-
vened on Jan. 6.

The proverbial gift horse
in question amounted to $1.3
million in funding, cour-
tesy of former Assemblyman
Ken Cooley, nestled within
the 2021 California bud-
get. The intended purpose
was to cover the entire cost
of three vital CSD infrastruc-
ture projects. Among them,
two aimed to replace the chlo-
rine disinfection systems at the
water treatment and waste-
water treatment plants, while
the third aimed at enhanc-
ing safety at Granlees Dam,
the intake point for the dis-
trict’s water system from the
Cosumnes River.

Director of Operations
Michael Fritschi unveiled
some sobering updates during
the meeting. The initial esti-
mate of $1.3 million for the
three projects had burgeoned
to $2.74 million, a staggering
escalation in costs.

“Staff is concerned that
delays in moving forward
will result in increasing costs
which could potentially jeop-
ardize the district’s ability to
utilize the funding within a
reasonable time,” Fritschi said.

After a thorough delibera-
tion, the committee devised a
strategy to optimize the allo-
cation of the state funding in
light of the inflated construc-
tion costs. Essentially, the
majority of the state funds
would be allocated to cover
the safety enhancements at
Granlees Dam, originally ear-
marked at $174,000 but now
estimated at $834,000. Some
of the state funds had already
been disbursed to engage con-
sulting engineering firms for
the three project designs.

Directors Randy Jenco and
Martin Pohl directed Fritschi
to expedite the GranleesDam
project bidding process. “Let’s
get this thing out to bid and
see what it is really going to
cost us,” urged Pohl.

The Improvements
Committee, consisting of
Jenco, Pohl, and Fritschi,
alongside General Manager
Mimi Morris, Plant Supervisor
Travis Bohannan, and other
staff, meticulously analyzes

Continued on page 9
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Hypnotist Entrances Volunteers at Women's Club Luncheon

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Hypnosis and hysterical
laughter were synonymous
at the Rancho Murieta
Women’s Club luncheon at
Rancho Murieta Country
Club on Jan. 24.

The entertainer was Dr.
David Hill, renowned for
his comedy hypnosis show
since the 1990s when he
was promoted by lumi-
naries Frank Sinatra and
Wayne Newton.

The club officers also
conducted a short busi-
ness meeting before the
performance.

Hypnotism Show

Hill began his show with

anecdotes about his encoun-
ters with Frank Sinatra and
Wayne Newton in Las
Vegas in the 1990s. Sinatra,
impressed by Hill’s perfor-
mance, insisted he sign up
with his agent immediately.
Newton even invited Hill to
fill in for him during one of
his shows in Las Vegas, a
stint that lasted two years.
After Hill found a dozen
women’s club members
willing to be hypnotized,
his first order of business
was putting them all to
sleep. Throughout the per-
formance he guided his
subjects through a series
of amusing antics: from
mimicking zombies to bal-
ancing a pail of sand while
balloons lifted their hands,
to laughing at the tap of his

b W
i hw;.j'ﬁ..

After being hypnotized by Dr. David Hill, on the right, Deb
Vining believes she is dancing with Sean Connery. The
hypnotist entertained at the Rancho Murieta Women'’s Club
luncheon on Jan. 24. Photos by Gail Bullen

New board members for 2024 introduced at the luncheon are, from left, Cheryl Cannon,

microphone, watching a
hilarious movie, conversing
with imaginary birds, and
even playing the piano with
unconventional body parts.

Among the volunteers
was Kirschman, who hap-
pened to glance up as
another subject began play-
ing the piano with her legs.
Kirschman began laughing
hysterically causing even
more hilarity among the
audience and participants.

However, the high-
light of the show was Deb
Vining, who was most
deeply hypnotized. After
Hill handed her a cloth pup-
pet, Vining believed she
was dancing with Sean
Connery, even stopping to
pose for a photo and to sniff
his cologne.

Barbara Armstrong, Vickie Joyner, Bonnie Kirshman (president), Boots Conway and Ruth
Lecheler-Moore. Six new board members aren’t pictured.

Club President Bonnie Kirschman, center, begins laughing
so hysterically that neither she nor the audience can stop.
Marilyn Haugen is on her left, and Ali Anerich on her right.

At another point in the
show, Vining reacted to the
theft of her bird. Then she
changed her mind and told
the thief to keep the bird.

Post show, club mem-
bers gathered around
Vining, showing her videos
and confessing to steal-
ing her imaginary bird.
Vining described the hyp-
notic experience as strange,
recalling the sensation of
letting go of her body and
feeling refreshed afterward.

Business Meeting

Boots Conway, who was
the 2023 club president,
opened the business meet-
ing. She said that after three
years as Sunshine, four
years as vice president, and
two years as president, she
was ready to hand over the

reins to Bonnie Kirschman.
“It’s been fun, but it also
has been work,” Conway
said.

Kirschman then intro-
duced the other 2024 slate
of board members. They
are President - Bonnie
Kirschman; Past President
- Boots Conway; Secretary
- Susan Kurtz; Treasurer
- Ruth Lecheler-Moore;
Activityline Editor and
Publisher - Vickie Joyner;
Activityline Layout and
Design - Debra Medrano-
Wertz; Interest Group
Coordinator - Kathleen
Barrow; Membership

- Janet Nicholson
and Marilyn Laver;
Reservations - Cindy

Shamrock and Barbara
Armstrong; and Sunshine

- Cheryl Cannon.

Conway also high-
lighted the vacancies for
vice president and pub-
licity, emphasizing the
challenge of filling the
shoes of the late Nicole
Sullens as the pub-
licity chair. “She was
unbelievable, but we just
need somebody to do the
job,” Conway said.

Kirschman, also in
charge of the blood drive,
reported on the success of
the Jan. 22 event, with 78
pints collected by Vitalant.
She announced the next
drive scheduled for April
29.

The club’s next luncheon
will be on March 27 and
will feature “Easter Bonnet
Bingo.” *
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Hill encourages audience members to come up front to be hypnotized.

Responding to Hill's command that they laugh when he taps
his microphone are, from left, Lucile Carter, Boots Conway,

and Paula Swanson.

FOR CONGRESS

‘Voting for the March
Primary is underway!

Mail in your ballots or
vote on March 5th”

www.MatsuiforCongress.com

Paid for by Matsui for Congress

Member Vickie Joyner puts together the table centerpieces

creations.

for every luncheon. She added Hersey’s Kisses to her January
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Kiwanian Tenth

Key Club members volunteering as servers wait by their tables inside St. Vincent De Paul
Catholic Church. Photos courtesy Catherine Blaisdell and Dia Utterback

Continued from page 1
objectives of assisting chil-
dren together.”

John Slamkowski
reported that the Knights of
Columbus raised approx-
imately $1,800 from their
no-host bar, all of which
will be donated to Special
Olympics of Northern
California. Slamkowski
praised the collaboration,
saying, “We love work-
ing with the Kiwanis
Club. They make it a fun,
enjoyable night. We also
value their mission of
donating all proceeds to
those in need.”

Dubbed the “Dynamic
Duo,” past Presidents
Dia Utterback and
Bonnie Shewchuk
co-chaired the crab feed
organizing committee,
securing 33 sponsors and
numerous valuable raffle
and silent auction prizes.
Shewchuk even assem-
bled all the raffle prizes
into attractive baskets in
the week leading up to
the crab feed.

Although the expenses
were still being submit-
ted at press time, the
Kiwanians made about
$36,000 at last year’s
event. “This year will

be less,” Utterback
conceded.
The theme, black,

silver, and gold, com-
memorated the event’s
10th anniversary.
Kiwanian Carol Prinzo

finishing their work.

The table decorating crew members pose for a photo after

{
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Sacramento Supervisor Sue Frost is pictured with Kiwanian

Jack Seigel, husband Jack Frost,

headed the decorat-
ing committee, crafting
beautiful flower arrange-
ments. A fortunate diner
at each table won the
flowery centerpiece as a
door prize.

Chef KC Brown, also
the Rancho Murieta

Country Club chef, took
the reins as caterer this
year following the retire-
ment of Charles Mehrten
of Red Oak Barbecue.
Brown and his team

and staffer Forrest Johnson.

effortlessly prepared
about 1,150 pounds of
Dungeness crab, over
100 pounds of shrimp,
along with salad, pasta,
and dessert. Diners could
also bid on elaborate des-
serts organized by Patty
Long.

Seventeen Key Club
members from Sheldon
and Pleasant Grove High
Schools and the Rancho
Murieta Club served the
food inside the church

20 minute drive from Fols:
El Dorado Hills '

RJ Camacho is ready to dig
into the delicious meal. His
grandmother Dia Utterback
is one of the two event
organizers.

Caterer Chef KC Brown and his staff take a

break for a photo.

A diner surveys the entries in the dessert
auction.

and assisted with the
drive-through. Members
of Boy Scout Troop 633
helped with the clean-up
the following day.
Adult volunteers,
seven from the commu-
nity and between 20 and
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Annual Crab Feed is Another Sell-out
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Judith Embree left, and Lissa Crane are
elated after scoring an elaborate raffle prize.

-

Fifth-grader Brody Blaisdell helps welcome

guests to the crab feed.

25 Kiwanians, played
crucial roles in making
the event a success.
Utterback emphasized
the indispensable role of
sponsors, noting that of
the 33 sponsors this year,
nine were new. Rancho

Murieta Homes and Land
(Karen Hoberg) stood as
the Diamond Sponsor,
while Town and Country
Real Estate (Ron and Ina
Semaru) and Firecode
Safety Equipment Inc.
were Gold Sponsors. %
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with a friend
or relative

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, A 95683 ¢ Visit us at www.rmairport.com

SALES - SERVICE « RENTALS -

FEATURING
» Epoxy floors available - Roll up and man door

» 200 amp 3 phase
power

* Pre plumbed

for bathrooms

or Extra Garage Storage
e Internet Ready

Conveni

« LED lighting
« Insulated
« Fire sprinklers

El Dorado Hills vy
4@_
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RV & BOAT STORAGE » SELF STORAGE
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Rancho Murieta

SIZE (WXL) ... PRICGE ($/mo)

B X 8ireerreeererennns $127.00
8X10 e $143.00
8X20 e, $212.00
8XA0: e, $287.00

RV & BOAT PRICING

SIZE (WXL)... PRICE ($/mo)

1T1X200 . $150.00
X250, $155.00
11X 30 oo $165.00
12X 400 oo, $185.00
12X 50 cemreeereerr. $200.00

ently

located at

BATT

GIP501 GOLF CARTS

AUTHORIZED DEALER

ERIES

NEW LOCATION
7000 Alameda Dr.
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
(over the hill at the
driving range)

Zack Bowden

(916) 806-0920
zackbowden@
gipsongolfcarts.com
www.gipsongolfcarts.com

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance ¢ 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station ¢ Propane Sales

Propane) Availablelat

Rancho Murieta
i
- !

= o

Refilled

Propane Propane
Tanks
Refilled

Alirpor

Tankﬁ
Refilled
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Go 4 Pizza Makes National News

The outside view of Go 4 Pizza’s Rancho Cordova location. Photos by David Nguyen, G Tour

Photos

Go 4 Pizza
News Release

RANCHO CORDOVA, RANCHO
MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Go
4 Pizza, a popular local
restaurant with locations
in both Rancho Cordova
and Rancho Murieta, has
been honored as one of
the top 35 pizzerias to

watch for in 2024.
Owners Mark and

Donna Kendro say:
“We’re thrilled to

announce that Go 4 Pizza
in Rancho Cordova, CA
& Rancho Murieta, CA
has been recognized by
Pizza Today as one of the
top 35 pizzerias to watch
in the US in 2024! Pizza
Today is the leading pizza
publication in the United

Some of the tasty selections at Go 4 Pizza.

States. Out of 44,000 piz-
zerias in the United States,
Go 4 Pizza has stood out
and earned this presti-
gious honor in the Pizza
Industry. Pizza Today
felt our total operation,
from sales and employee
programs to commu-
nity outreach, marketing,
and our family- friendly

interior design is justified
to be highlighted in the
pizza industry.

This is a tremen-
dous achievement in our
industry and reflects the
dedication and passion
of our team in delivering
delicious and exceptional
pizzas to our commu-
nity. We couldn’t have

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of
emerald fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks

of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

rmhl.acceleragent.net « 7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

e
— P 7,

Inside of the Rancho Murieta location.

The party room at the Go 4 Pizza Rancho Cordova location, available to rent out.

achieved this without the
continued support of our
amazing customers! We
couldn’t be more honored
to make their list.”

Go 4 Pizza opened in
2009, and since then, has
seen much success. But
what sets them apart from
other pizzerias is that it is
a center for communities

and has heavy commu-
nity involvement. They
support local schools and
sports teams by having
fundraisers throughout
the year, including offer-
ing their party room and
party patio at no costs to
sports teams’ parties.

Go 4 Pizza also
includes live music,

Karen is a Presidential Award Holder

with the Masters Club of the Sacramento

Association of Realtors for over 37 years.

This is the most prestigious award given.

Thank you to all

of our clients in

2022 for another

successful year.

BRE #00670687

*Source: MLS for residential, Not

including “Residential Income”

weekly trivia, paint night,
corn hole tournaments,
comedy nights, and much
more.

To see their menu, loca-
tions, and more, find Go 4
Pizza’s website here.

To keep up with
Go 4 Pizza, follow on
Instagram @go4pizza2.0.

*

Rancho Murieta’s Top
Realtor for 43 Years and

counting.

Karen Hoberg,
Broker/Owner

(916) 947-6910

Vote Early and Vote by Mail.

Election Information
March 5, 2024 - Presidential Primary Election

Ballots begin to arrive by
mail. Ballot Drop Boxes are

now open.

Close of registration.
Register today!

11-Day Vote Centers open

through Election Day.

All Vote Centers open
through Election Day.

Election Day! Last day

to tum in your ballot.

Track your Ballot

Sign up for “Where's My Ballot?” with Ballottrax, a free
ballot tracking and alert system. It is available to all voters
who wish to track the status of their Vote by Mail ballot -
from printed to accepted. This provides additional
transparency to voters on the status of their ballot.

Vote Early! Don’t wait for Election Day

Take advantage of early voting and avoid the lines! You
can retum your ballot in the mail, at any Ballot Drop Box,
or at any Vote Center. No postage is necessary.

Vote Early! Vote by Mail.

Visit www.elections.saccounty.gov or Call Toll Free (800) 762-8019

SACRAMENTO
: - -~ COUNTY
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SECURITY LOGS COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Following is a summary of activity for
the Rancho Murieta Community Services
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are
condensed. For full security log details, go to
the CSD website at www.rmcesd.com. A quick
link to the security logs is on the home page.

RP = Reporting Person

GOA = Gone on Arrival

UTL = Unable to Locate

BOLO = Be on Look Out

NFI = No Further Information

QOA = Quiet on Arrival

HBD = Had Been Drinking

Rancho Murieta
Feb. 1

* Miscellaneous, 8:50 pm. Driveway to
Gibson Golf Carts, semi-truck parked after
hours. The driver was delivering golf carts
and was given permission by the golf cart
company to park overnight.

* Resident complaint, 11:02 p.m. No field
narrative was provided.

Feb. 2

* Suspicious person, 6:40 am. Adult walk-
ing around storage yard on Cantova. Patrol
contacted the male adult who was retrieving
his vehicle from storage.

* Motorcycle escort, 8:43 a.m. Ventana
Drive.

* Stop sign violation, 11:47 a.m. Murieta
Parkway and Alameda Drive. Citation
issued.

» Water leak, 1:35 p.m. Murieta South, no
field narration provided.

Feb. 3

* Suspicious person 2 p.m. Jackson
Highway, report of a suspicious person sit-
ting on the side of the road. Patrol contacted
a female who said she was was resting and
would be on her way.

Feb. 4

* Two vacation checks and one extra
patrol.

* Miscellaneous, 3:40 p.m. Camino De
Lunda, report of downed trees, maintenance
crew cleared downed trees.

Feb. 5 - Feb. 6

* Log not provided.

Feb. 7

* Three extra patrols.

» Parking enforcement, 5:236 a.m. Murieta
South, two citations.

* Stolen or lost property, 6:37 a.m. Murieta
Equestrian Center’s manager reported that
a rented, large generator with emergency
lighting was stolen on Monday. Feb. 5, after

a horse event.

* Stop sign enforcement, 7:32 p.m. Murieta
South Manager, two citations.

* Vandalism, 8:57 a.m. unspecified loca-
tion. Graffiti was found inside a bathroom
stall in the men’s bathroom.

* Vandalism, 10:24 p.m.. Gazebo Park,
tagging found inside men’s restroom.

Feb. 8

* Two extra patrols.

* Parking enforcement, 3:06 a.m. Pescado
Circle, three citations.

Note: No further log sheets were avail-
able because CSD has stopped producing the
security log. See the separate story for the
explanation.

Wilton Fire
* Twenty-two medical aids between Feb.
1 and Feb. 11
Feb. 1
* Public assistance, 12:02 p.m., 11563
Colony Road.
Feb. 2
e Alarm, 10:43 a.m. 9584 Alta Mesa
Road.
Feb. 4
* Wires down, 4:42 p.m. 10311 Colony
Road.
* Structure fire, 4:58 p.m. 12137 Clay
Station Road.
* Wires down, 5:30 p.m. 12776 Pear
Lane.
* Wires down,5:46 p.m. Clay Station
and Dillard Rods.
* Wires down, 5:46 p.m. Dillard and
Walmort Roads
* Wires down, 5:56 p.m. 11140 Nygard
Lane.
* Fire alarm, 6:14 p.m. 9823 Tavernor
Road.
* Wires down, 6:44 p.m. 10300 Dillard
Road.
» Wires down, 9:49 p.m. 12188 Welch
Road
Feb. 9
* Accident, 7:19 a.m. Highway 99 and
Dillard, cancelled.

Sacramento County

Sheriff's Office
Jan. 29
¢ Theft from commercial building, 10:28
am., 7200 block Murieta Drive, construction
site.

Feb. 5
* Theft, all other larceny, 9:55 p.m. 7200
block of Lone Pine Drive, arena. *

Law Offices of JACK G. CRAWFORD

A Professional Corporation (est. 1974)

PROBATE, ESTATE PLANNING and TRUST LAW
Learn all of your estate planning alternatives
WILLS & PROBATE ® REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS ® TAX PLANNING ®
IRREVOCABLE TRUSTS ® POST DEATH PLANNING AND ASSISTANCE
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

1545 River Park Dr., Suite 204 Sacramento
916-922-5700 (office) 916-354-0756 (Home)

Here to Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial Services LLC

Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999

* Investment Management
* Tax Preparation

¢ Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

* 38 Years Experience

Expanding from
Lodi to
Rancfzp Murieta

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETADR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

Senior Parkway
Flags Deadline
March 11

Do you have a high
school senior? If so,
now is the time to pur-
chase a parkway flag
for your 2024 gradu-
ate. Flags will fly on the
north and south park-
way from April until
late May. Registration
closes Monday, March
11. Details are at https://
rmseniorflags.com/

Garden Club Slates
Pre-Mother’s Day
Plant Sale

The River Valley
Garden Club would like
to thank the communities
of Wilton, Sloughhouse,
and Rancho Murieta for
their continued support
of our club’s projects
and activities. Your sup-
port of our Garden Stroll
in May 2023 allowed
the club to award three
scholarships to outstand-
ing community college
students, and five grants
to exceptional commu-
nity organizations and
nonprofits. The club
will host a Garden Stroll
every other year during
the years ending in an
odd number, the next one
to be in 2025. During
years ending in an even
number, the club will
host a spectacular plant
sale on the Saturday
before Mother’s Day.
This year that date will
be Saturday, May 11.
We look forward to see-
ing you there.

Lawn Begone To Be
Garden Club Topic

The Feb. 27 meeting of
the River Valley Garden
Club will feature a talk
by Master Gardeners Jan
Fetler and Vivian Sellers
about lawn removal
and replacement with
drought tolerant plants.
The movement to
replace our lawns has
focused on reducing
water usage and using
plants that attract wild-
life and pollinators. The
meeting will be held
at the RMA Building.
The doors will open at
6:30 p.m. for fellow-
ship, refreshments and
the raffle. The business
meeting and presentation
will begin at 7 p.m.

Rm Community
Church Slates
Breakfast, Hymn
Sing

The Rancho Murieta
Community Church is
hosting two more events
in February that are open
to the community. Men
of all ages are invited
to our annual Men’s
Breakfast Saturday,
Feb. 24,9 to 11 am. A
speaker and good food
are included in the reg-
istration. Sign up today

at rmchurch.org/events/
Do you love to sing
the traditional hymns?
Join us for a Hymn
Sing on Sunday Feb.
25 from 5:30 to 6:30
p-m. Stay for treats and
conversation.

Resident Input
Sought For Rm
Summer Activities
For Kids

Calling all residents
in Rancho Murieta and
Sloughhouse. Join us for
a thoughtful and collab-
orative brainstorming
session aimed at shaping
the youth activities for
Summer 2024. We’re
hosting a nondenomi-
national gathering for
March 4, at 6 p.m. at St.
Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church. Come together
with leaders from
Kiwanis, ETC, and The
Grove for an engaging
discussion on joint activ-
ities for the upcoming
summer. Your insights
and ideas are invaluable
as we work towards cre-
ating a memorable and
enriching experience
for our community’s
youth. Save the date,
bring your perspectives,
and let’s contribute to
making summer 2024
unforgettable for our
young ones. You may
contact Cookie Whalen
at 916-337-1334 or
Bob Lamvik at 415-
630-0626 for further
information.

Women’s Club
Slates ‘Easter
Bonnet Bingo’ In
March

Easter Bonnet Bingo
will be on tap when
the Rancho Murieta
Women’s Club holds
its next luncheon on
March 27. Decorate and
wear your best Easter
Bonnet and join us for
Bingo. A prize will be
awarded for the best
Easter Bonnett. French
onion soup, tea sand-
wiches and strawberry
shortcake will be on the
menu. The cost is $35
for members and $40
for nonmembers. The
reservation deadline is
March 15. The contacts
are Cindy Shamrock
at 916-354-1918 or
Barbara Armstrong at
916-541-1884.

Kiwanis Slates
Easter Egg Hunt
Fishing Day

The Kiwanis Club
of Rancho Murieta is
excited to announce
dates for two upcoming
spring legacy projects.
Our annual Easter Egg
Hunt and Family Picnic
Day is scheduled for
Saturday, March 30 at
Stonehouse Park. This
perennial family favor-
ite event is free for

i%w?’mﬂe

BUILDING SUPPLY

“Since 1949

5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

Rancho Murieta fami-
lies. Cookie decorating,
crafts and petting zoo
are offered for a family
friendly fee. The follow-
ing Saturday morning,
April 6, is Kids’ Fishing
Day at Lake Clementia.
Kids’ Fishing Day is a
fun morning for kids
to learn the art of fish-
ing. The lake area
near the beach is net-
ted and stocked with
hundreds of pounds
of planted fish. More
details to follow regard-
ing both events. For
up to date information,
please like our Facebook
page “Kiwanis Club
of Rancho Murieta”
and check our website,
at www.rmkiwanis.org.
Our Kiwanis Club loves
hosting these events for
our community.

Rancho Murieta
Voices Choral
Group Seeking

Volunteers

Rancho Murieta

Voices choral group is
in need of volunteers
to fill two key positions
in their 35 year old non-
profit group. We are
looking to fill the posi-
tions of Chior Master/
Director and Pianist . We
practice Thursday after-
noons at St. Vincent de
Paul Church from 2pm
to 3:30pm. We per-
form 14 times a year at
Assisted Living Homes
in the local area. Please
call Joanne Lehman,
President, on 707-
326-6885 if you are
interested in getting
more information.

Student
Enrollment Under
Way At Cres

Cosumnes River
Elementary School
(CREYS) is enrolling stu-
dents for the next school
year. Come to the school
office to pick up a packet
during office hours
between 7:30 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. Completed
registration packets are
due by 3:30 p.m. on
Feb. 21. The eligibility
for transitional kinder-
garten age is 5 years old
between Sept. 2, 2024
and June 2, 2025. The eli-
gibility for kindergarten
is 5 years old before or
on Sept. 1, 2024.

Csd Office Now
Open Friday
Morning

As of January,
the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District (CSD) has
changed its office hours.
Previously, the office was
closed every Friday. Now
it is open on Friday from
8 a.m. until noon. The
hours on Monday through
Thursday are from 8 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. *

(916)
455-3057

e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

WE SUPPORT
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CSD Discontinues CSD Security Supervisor
Kelly Benitez Resigns

Security Logs

By Gail Bullen

River Valley Times Reporter

position after the defeat of Measure

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Rancho
Murieta Community Services District
(CSD) halted the publication of the
security logs after Security Chief Kelly
Benitez announced his resignation.
The Feb. 8 log sheet was the last one
Benitez distributed even though his
resignation wasn’t effective until Feb.

16.

Board President Tim Maybee
expressed his hope on Feb. 15 that the
suspension would only be short-term.
However, he had yet to talk to General
Manager Mimi Morris about her game
plan to redistribute the security super-

visor’s responsibilities.

“There was a lot of stuff being
managed by Kelly, and it’s got to go

somewhere,” he said.

Maybee said they had an inkling

that way.”

Feb. 21.

R in November 2022. “But I thought
in prior conversations that Kelly was
going to give us a pretty good notice,”
Maybee said. “But it just didn’t happen

Maybee said he expected the dis-
continuation of the logs would be

discussed at the next board meeting on

Benitez used to email the daily logs

to the Rancho Murieta Association and

the River Valley Times, and District
Secretary Amelia Wilder posted them
on the CSD website. Wilder also han-
dled the log distribution when Benitez
went out of town.

The CSD security log was the equiv-

alent of the police blotter in other

community newspapers. As evidenced
by social media comments over the

years, the security log was the best-

Benitez was looking for another

read section of the River Valley Times.

*

California Comment on the Latest
National Small Business Poll

NFIB California
Press Release

Two big compliance
headaches adding to the
pessimism leading into
2024, says NFIB.

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
-Tiny bits of good news
could be found in the
recent release of the
monthly Small Business
Optimism Index from
the National Federation
of Independent Business
(NFIB), but they offered
no serious counterweight
to the pessimism small
business owners have
heading into 2024—a
pessimism made heavier
and darker by two new
laws certain to give Main
Street entrepreneurs
compliance migraines.

“Today’s Optimism
Index is the 24th consec-
utive monthly one below
its 50-year average,”
said John Kabateck,
California state director
for NFIB. “But it does
not factor in the compli-
ance misery facing small
business owners who
must calculate the sub-
stantial cost and time of
abiding by the new fed-
eral beneficial ownership
information reporting
requirements under the
Corporate Transparency
Act and the new state
requirement on every
enterprise to have
workplace violence pre-
vention plans in place
and constantly update
them.

“Add to all of that the
return of a Legislature
never shy about sticking
small businesses with
another rule, regula-
tion, or tax, and it’s not a
good time to start a busi-
ness let alone keep one
going.”

More about the
workplace violence pre-
vention plan can be
found in this article, The
Top Five Compliance
Headaches in 2024.
The Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network
(FinCEN) issued a
final rule that sets forth
beneficial ownership
information reporting
requirements as man-
dated by the Corporate
Transparency Act. The
rule, effective January
1, 2024, affects a broad
spectrum of businesses
(virtually all LLCs, cor-
porations, and entities
formed under state or
tribal laws with 20 or
fewer employees and $5
million or less in gross
annual receipts), and
requires them to begin
filing periodic reports on
their beneficial owners to
FinCEN.

Today’s Optimism
Index found 23% of
small business owners
reported that inflation
was their single most
important problem in
operating their busi-
ness, up one point from
last month, and replacing
labor quality as the top
concern. Other key find-
ings include:

-Small business own-
ers expecting better
business conditions over
the next six months
increased six points from
November to a net neg-
ative 36% (seasonally
adjusted), and 25 per-
centage points better
than last June’s reading
of a net negative 61%.

-Seasonally adjusted, a
net 29% of owners plan
to raise compensation in
the next three months,
down one point from
November.

-The net percent-
age of owners raising
average selling prices
was unchanged from
November at a net 25%
(seasonally adjusted).

-The net percentage
of owners who expect
real sales to be higher
increased four points
from November to a net
negative 4% (seasonally
adjusted), the highest
reading since January
2022.

“Small business
owners remain very pes-
simistic about economic
prospects this year,” said
NFIB Chief Economist
Bill Dunkelberg.
“Inflation and labor
quality have consistently
been a tough complica-
tion for small business
owners, and they are not
convinced that it will get
better in 2024.”

Keep up with the latest
California small-busi-
ness news at www.nfib.
com/CA and on Twitter
@NFIB_CA *
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Continued from page 1
by Measure J over the past
decade.

Benitez said Mark
Matulich, the CSD director
of finance and administra-
tion, will take over security
supervisory responsibilities
with help from Sgt. Mel
Outram who will help han-
dle day-to-day operations.

The arrangement will
free up his salary so that
CSD can hire another
patrol officer. “I think
that is the best thing to do
because Rancho Murieta
needs some patrol help,”
he said.

Board President Tim
Maybee said he understood
and respected Benitez’s
decision to leave. “Kelly
has brought a level of pro-
fessionalism and calmness
to the security services, for
both customers and staff,”
he said. “He has always
been one to identify the
issues and bring them
forward.”

Maybee said Benitez
used his skills to work
effectively with other law
enforcement agencies.
He also was “the 24-hour,
on call — go to person...
On numerous occasions
Benitez had to come back
in to staff the gates or
patrol services,” Maybee
said.

Maybee also addressed
the district budget.
“Everything comes back
to one issue and that is,
very simply, the lack of
Measure J funding. The
current board has been
stating this for several fis-
cal cycles, and it was also
identified in the Grand
Jury report,” he said. “No
one in the community can
be surprised at the lack of
resources currently avail-
able for security.”

Benitez has extensive
law enforcement experi-
ence, including 20 years
with Los Angeles Police
Department, were he
served 14 years as a ser-
geant, before opting for
early retirement in 2015.
While at LAPD, he earned
a bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice and a mas-
ter’s degree in leadership
and management. After
moving to the Bay Area, he
worked as a police officer
for the City of San Rafael
and then as an investiga-
tor for the San Francisco
Department of Police
Accountability for five
years. He accepted the
CSD position in August
2021.

Upon assuming the role
of CSD security chief in
August 2021, Benitez
prioritized enhancing
professionalism and mod-
ernizing the security
department, following the
lead of Interim Security
Supervisor Tina Tamantes.

Another accomplish-
ment was hiring good
people, three as full-time
gate officers and two part-
time and one patrol officer
who was promoted to ser-
geant. With continuous
training and ongoing
evaluations, the newest
full-time employees are
nearing two years on the
job

Benitez also terminated
employees because they
weren’t appropriate for
the work. “The bad news
is they weren’t replaced,”

he said.

On the other hand, “The
officers we have left are
really squared away,” he
said.

Benitez said another
major accomplishment
was improving officer
safety by securing board
approval to buy ballistic
vests for patrol. “You have
guys going to quasi-police
calls all by themselves, so
at least they have that
level of protection,” he
said.

He also secured
approval for the replace-
ment of older vehicles and
equipping the units with
life preservers and trauma
kits.

An unmet goal was set-
ting up an emergency
operations center inside
the James L. Noller Safety
Center, located in a trailer
across from the CSD
office.

Benitez cited a low
turnover rate among
CSD security person-
nel, attributing it to the
organization’s support-
ive environment. He
highlighted the board’s
decision to introduce
a second tier of pay as
a morale booster and
emphasized the com-
petitiveness of CSD job
offerings, particularly its
comprehensive benefits
package.

Since Rancho Murieta
is essentially a city with
6,000 residents, Benitz
believes the community
should increase patrols.
Ideally, two patrol officers
would cover each shift,
and a supervisor would
overlap on nights and
weekends.

Although the security
department has operated
three patrol officers in
the past year, versus five
or six positions in earlier
years, Benitez believes
he managed fairly well by
assigning them to shifts
with the most call vol-
ume. Having two Rancho
Murieta Association
(RMA) compliance offi-
cers working the day shift
also helped mitigate the
reduced coverage.

He said another factor
that would help compen-
sate for a decrease in
patrol would be bet-
ter coordination between
CSD and RMA surveil-
lance cameras.

Benitez said he has
already begun strategizing
with RMA, Sacramento
County Probation, the
Sacramento Sheriff’s
Office, and the sheriff’s
POP (problem-oriented
police) officer to prepare
for next summer. Last
summer, large groups
of juveniles trespassed
through private property
to drink and set bonfires
on the South Beach. Some
of the same juveniles gath-
ered at the Gazebo for the
July 4 fireworks show, one
of whom set off an illegal
firework that injured seven
people.

Benitez has asked that at
least six deputies respond
to future beach incidents
to cite every participant to
ensure real consequences
instead of just ordering
them to leave. Whether
that will happen remains
to be seen.

Although the long

response time from sher-
iff’s deputies continued
to be an issue during
his tenure, Benitez has
recently enjoyed a closer
connection to the sher-
iff’s office after a Rancho
Murieta resident took over
as the day watch com-
mander. He said that Lt.
Greg Coauette has helped
him a half dozen times.

Benitez said the extent
of drinking by 13 and14
olds probably has been
the most shocking behav-
ior he has seen in Rancho
Murieta. On July 4, sev-
eral kids nonchalantly
admitted drinking a six-
pack at the river before
coming to the gazebo.

Benitez also has been
shocked at how angry
some residents become
over small issues such
as open garage doors.
Benitez didn’t see that
level of anger even when
working as a police officer
in high-crime areas of Los
Angeles.

When asked to speak
at a security commit-
tee chaired by RMA
Director Chris Childs last
September, Benitez com-
piled some footage from
the security officer video
cameras to show them.
Childs, who was num-
ber three at the California
Highway Patrol before
retiring, told the other
RMA directors he was
shocked by the misbe-
havior directed at patrol
officers that was captured
in the video footage.

Benitez said the gate
officers encounter more
“yellow language” than
patrol officers because
of sheer numbers. About
15,000 motorists pass
through the visitor gates
each month.

Another serious prob-
lem Benitez has seen in
the community is the
failure to report crimes
to law enforcement and
the security department.
Residents frequently say
they don’t make a report
because they believe noth-
ing will happen. Others
worry about property val-
ues going down in the
community.

Benitez said report-
ing crimes to the sheriff’s
office is essential so that
the patterns and frequen-
cies can be ascertained to
help determine response
to the community. “At
least make it a statistic,”
Benitez said.

Ideally, such crimes
should also be reported to
Security because the patrol
officers work inside the
community and can be on
the lookout, he said. In a
recent instance, however,
a business owner refused
to share surveillance video
with security because they
had already given it to the
sheriff’s office.

Even though Benitez
is leaving the district, he
sees light at the end of the
tunnel. “I have great con-
fidence that Mimi Morris
(general manager) and
Mark Matulich (director
of finance and administra-
tion) will solve or greatly
resolve the security and
financial issues with the
current work they are
doing,” he said. “I wish I
was around to see the final
outcome.” *
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are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most

experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.




FEBRUARY 23, 2024 River Valley Times « 7

ALL-A-PRO

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333
BREALTY WORLD

DEB BRITTAN TEAM ~p CWine,  tierovsessas
unlocking pour- dhecrs - RNES" G RMHomesForSale.com

RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

o jusl vnenlion Z%I/J ad 4 'F- - 4/ : RN |
(916) = U * .} KAREN HOBERG |
932 .6693 '- w“‘fgif:; (?a;lngnzm 341 :ggn;'a?o lh

. & N s === :Waswm% S
RanchoMurietaHomes.com [pREga08es60 S0 MURIETA H:#__-.,J?ﬁf CE « KNOWLEDGE * RESULTS

I.l._.-l_l

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

Compare our CD Rates TOWN COUNTRY

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

52 % 53 % 48 % 916-214-1515

APY* APY*

Edwardjonesp > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Minimum deposit $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 7]85 Murietu Drive, SUiI’e ]06, Run(ho Murieiu
(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
i " Folsom, CA 95630
[ 916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 9 1 6 ; 9 9 - 1 5 4 1
(principal and interest accrued but not yet 06/01/2023.sjtor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit

www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Certified Senior Real Estate Specialist

_(ﬂ(’ /’(l //("(//

LTOR" DRE # 02093465

Wne - ()/ .’

muriels ——
W M OFFICE: | & §6 ) 542-1542
E-MAIL: E)ebra@FHARE com
n . . i =2

Fun, fmem@ and ﬂmfeﬁ'mm/ WEBSITE'S W FHARE con

Erin Howard « 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 ¢ Murieta Plaza

RiverVALLEY TIMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

PAYROLL and

. HR Support
$299 amonth

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. It is understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions

of the .PUbl'Sher orour (.:ontnbutors. _ b \ f Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees
The River Valley Times is not responsible for bt
. licited manuscripts or materials. The entire W ialize in small and
Publisher, unso ; ! . e spec
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. e - -
Paul V. Scholl Ownership of all advertising created and/or mid-sized bu§|nesse§. Offgrmg
River Vallev Timesis a composed by the MPG is with the publishing comprehensive and intuitive
b f}I/VI company and written permission to reproduce the 4 payroll and HR solutions.
glelfll' ;elr.o Gessenger same must be obtained from the publisher. y
ublishing Lroup Subscri_ptions should bg mailed to River Valley Times, DIRECT DEPOSIT
To submit your articles’ 7144 Fall’ Oaks BIVd SUIte 5, Cal’mIChae|, CA 95608 i QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
information, announcements  The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. - PAYROLL TAXES PAY
or letters to the editor, please  Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. IN Nl C L E ACCRUAL TRACKING
;ml';lll’l E” o EMPI OYEE SERVICES FILING AND REPORTING
u ls er@mpg .Com- e IV 1 e e b e I W WL\
Be sure to place in the We are oroud memb . HR | Payroll | Benefits aRoATE
proud members of these newspaper associations. HR COMPLIANCE

subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

916-760-7227

TheRiverValleyTimes.com




8 - River Valley Times

FEBRUARY 23, 2024

CALL-A-PRO

AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f_ Electric » Hot Water » Pool Heating g
(916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830 ﬁ
FREE =

ESTIMATE,

Jack®@aztecsolar.com ® www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air (:ondltlomng

< (916) 747-9882

License #955437

—
FisA

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

* Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops ¢ Hardwood Flooring

e Outdoor BBQ and Patios
* Paint « Plumbing ¢ Electrical

NO
Material

Mark-Up!

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 216 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 9214319

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylorB@farmersagent.com
ForA// Your Insurance Needs

= License #: 0678249 e
Call today for a policy review and quote’

(916) 485-3236

FARMERE
1

916-402-6021 (Cell)

25 Years Experience!
RAMER CONCRETE, ..

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish - Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
eferences available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
www.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

"~ © L M HonorThy Elders...
= Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities
e Independent Living ® Respite
e |[n Home Care Providers
e Companion @ VA Aid
e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning
Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

Over 25
VEELS
experience

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents
Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Speciallll
“Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex” 354-0209

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

SENIOR DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

™ Vst

TREE TECH
SERVICES™

Serving the Green Industfy
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law

TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE
& BUSINESS LAW

Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0623

BEST PRICE
Stump
Gri“ding

& Tree Service

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair
A Vrssernance /%ﬂfﬂ 244’7 Uhitten Lifetine

Tee.
Caims Welcome -~ B RESSIONS erady

685-5078

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove .-

=4 “The Low-rate Leader
3 for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal : 916
Commerce Financing : 354.8819

A ¥
L i
P g

www.autobodyexpressions.com RM resident over 20 years! ' ni.ss 1070092
DICK’S Fogged  Patio Door Rollers, NEED HELP WITH YOUR WE BUY TRUST DEEDS
orLeaky  Custom Mirrors, RETIREMENT PLAN? | | Ve Purchase and Loan
RANCHO windows? Shower Doors on Partial Interests*

& Window Screens

Seunce 1956

New & Repaired 363-6554

If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or

profit sharing plan, call the Western States Pension '*“L]]r 'L Iﬁ'l “m ﬂ],\m

Assistance Project at (866) 413-4911 to get free legal VD 4 VEADR (F FACT FINTTV

advice. Funded by the US. Administration on Aging, OVER4 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

WSPAP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone ::‘ffﬂgfgf} 248 UUUU sehet

with a question about their retirement plan. —
Real Estate Licvase #10MLIT3

CALL US TODAY 1.866.413.4911 Chlopion i i 1 MY

Ptz Par'y loans pverally have gt rlamstndes.
pov ok thas covesbiorial d ot il




FEBRUARY 23, 2024

River Valley Times < 9

CSD Improvements Committee Debates Use of State Money

Continued from page 1
infrastructure matters, offering
recommendations to the entire
board.

Losing state money

Morris initially expressed
doubts about whether the SB
170 projects represented the
most prudent use of reserves.
“This $1.3 million gift is
turning into $1.3 obligation
forcing us to do these projects,
as opposed to anything else
that might be more necessary,”
she said.

Citing her experience with
state auditors, Morris high-
lighted a shift in their scrutiny
towards local expenditures,
raising concerns about the
potential ramifications of inac-
tivity on the SB 170 projects.

“My concern is they could
just come back and say, well
you didn’t do anything with
it so you need to pay it back,”
Morris said. “But I don’t think
that would necessarily be
the worst outcome because
it doesn’t seem like the great
gift it seemed three years ago
because it was insufficient to
fund the projects.”

Granlee’s Dam is priority

Morris asked Fritschi if
there were any other projects
on his “gotta do” list that go
back even further than the SB
170 projects. Fritschi said his
priority would be the Granlees
project.

Fritschi said his con-
tact at Department of Water
Resources, which is adminis-
trating the state money, told
him the district can move
the money among the three
projects “So, we could put
a lion’s share of resources
towards one project,” he said.

Fritschi said he became
increasingly amazed at how
high construction bids have
been coming in over the past
years. “So, that Granlee’s bid
is probably very conserva-
tive,” he said.

Pohl asked him if there
were a way to cut costs on
the Granlees project. Fritschi
said he couldn’t think of
anything except cutting the
contingency allowance.
“There are a lot of things
that probably should have
happened a long time ago to
have a fully functioning fore-
bay, which is really the heart

of our water system as far as
intake goes,” he said. “We’ve
also got two gates that aren’t
there anymore and a gate that
should have been replaced 15
years ago,” he said.

Jenco asked about com-
pleting only part of the
project. He said when
Paul Siebensohn, the prior
operations director, first
envisioned the project he was
only thinking about replacing
the cover that was already
there. “And, sometimes his
idea was just to use our peo-
ple and not even put the thing
out to bid,” Jenco said.

Fritschi said that in his
opinion the district should
move forward on the
Granlees project because
of what has happened in
the past and how long it
has taken. He also said the
gates pose a safety and lia-
bility issue, which is why he
included a guard in front of
the gates (that was incorpo-
rated into final design by the
consulting engineers.)

“So, if the gates are open,
which they are most of the
time, someone jumping into

the water won’t get sucked
into the forebay and stuck to
the gates,” he said. “There’s
no way we can stop people
from walking across the dam
and there are people who
kayak out there.”

(The past incident to
which Fritschi referred was
the drowning of a teen-
ager in 2002 after the youth
jumped into the water intake
diversion to retrieve some
swimming goggles and was
trapped by the currents.)

Fritschi said his sec-
ond priority would just be
replacing the recycled water
contact basin at the wastewa-
ter plant, which is part of the
conversion to bleach project.

Morris asked if CSD
staff could be used for the
Granlees project as envi-
sioned by Siebensohn.

Fritschi asked Bohannon
to explain why the answer
was no. Bohannan said
that Siebensohn designed a
bleach conversion project for
the wastewater plant, bought
the materials and equip-
ment and began construction
with staff before he left the

district.

Bohannon said when the
consulting engineers looked
at their work, they said
nearly everything had to be
scrapped because it wouldn’t
operate and wasn’t appropri-
ate. “The staff here doesn’t
have the knowledge to do
that stuff and do it safely,”
Bohannon said. “Just by past
experience alone, doing the
work in-house has created
more issues than it is solved.”

When asked how much
money remained from the
state grant, Fritschi said his
“just off the top of my head”
estimate is that the district
has spent $250,000 so far
to design the three SB 170
projects.

After further discussion,
Morris recommended mov-
ing forward on the Granlees
project. “A big chunk of the
$1.3 million has already been
eroded by thinking and plan-
ning for it,” she said. “My
worry is that it is just going
to be more expensive, so I
feel like you might as well
dive in and take care of it.”

By the close of the

discussion, Jenco and Pohl
agreed that the district should
move forward on advertising
the requests for a proposal in
March, aiming for construc-
tion in late spring or early
summer. They also directed
that the district’s engineer-
ing firm prepare the bid
documents.

Fritschi and board mem-
bers have lamented at prior
meetings that CSD didn’t ask
Cooley for more money for
the projects. When Cooley
advised of the funding pos-
sibility in 2021, Siebensohn
had already submitted his
resignation. Given the time
constraints before he walked
out the door, Siebensohn
probably came up with the
best project cost estimates
he could, according to com-
ments at past meetings.

In other business, Jenco
and Pohl tasked Bohannan
with soliciting additional
bids to address rust issues at
the Rio Oso water storage
tank, with plans to put the
repair approval on the con-
sent agenda at the upcoming
board meeting on Feb. 21. %

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

My wife laughed when |
wanted to be a CEO,
But when | took the com-
pany public?

Can’t Get That Right Job?
Is Age A Problem?

Have You Been Down-
sized?

Want To Change Indus-
tries?

Do You Find Sending Re-
sumes To Job

Boards Unproductive?

Are You Reaching The Un-
published Market?

Would You Be Open To
Remote or Hybrid

Work?

Are You Getting The Com-
pensation That You
Deserve?

Executives: FREE Resume
Evaluation and

Free Position Evaluation
and Guidance

Next Level 646 219-0000
Resume to
vpcareers20@gmail.com

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unim-
portant. V.I.P. Trust Deed
Company
www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE
01041073. No consumer
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 20
A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within
minutes. Average savings
of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F
8am-8pm Central)
(Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to 48
months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274.
(Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado? Donelo a Patriotic
Hearts! Recogida rapida y
gratuita en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts
ofrece programas para
ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-844-244-5441
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning
and losing market share
is how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA’s
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13
million of the state’s read-
ers who are an engaged
audience, makes our serv-
ices an indispensable mar-
keting solution. For more
info call Cecelia @
(916) 288-60110r
cecelia@cnpa.com

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-855-480-0769
(Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year
Price Guarantee. The most
live MLB games this sea-
son, 200+ channels and
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24
months with CHOICE
Package. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-641-5762
(Cal-SCAN)

Switch and save up to
$250/year on your talk, text
and data. No contract and
no hidden fees. Unlimited
talk and text with flexible
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer serv-
ice. Limited time offer get
$50 off on any new ac-
count. Use code GIFT50.
For more information, call
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a
$200 restaurant voucher
and a 2-night/3-day hotel
stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind
to donate your vehicle to-
day. CALL 1-844-491-2884
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS Fast Free Pickup-
Running or Not -24 Hour
Reponse -Maximum Tax

Donation -Help Find
Missing Kids! Call
1-888-491-1453.

(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED!

Old Porsche
356/911/912

for restoration by hobbyist
1948-1998 Only.
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707-339-5994. Email:
Porcherestoration

@yahoo.com
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED CAR,
TRUCK, RV OR BOAT TO HELP
HOMELESS PETS.

fB.  PETS ALIVE, A

SR, CALIFORNIA,
QUALIFIED 501(c)3
5 NONPROFIT

» WE ARE TAX DEDUCTION AND
PAPERWORK EXPERTS AND PROVIDE
GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.

» FOR QUOTES AND QUICK PICK UP,
CALL US TODAY: 833-772-2632

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? Your car donation
to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start
their own business. Fast
free pick. Running or not!
Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495.
(Cal-SCAN)

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
*All Finishes -Patios
Walkways+Driveways
-Slabs+ RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
*Landscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
+Irrigation *Retaining Walls|
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352
email Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Junk Removal
Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
-Electrical -Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
+Doors *Windows -Tile
Flooring Trim base-
board <Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture -Painting
-Lighting -Concrete
«Sprinkler Repair
+Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164

nocal

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing all installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by dealer.
Offerends 12/31/23
Call 1-833-985-4766

(Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing- Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Authors Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit http:/dorran-
ceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

e

Pr

Hall of Fame
Tour
Aug. 2-12 2024

Tour begins at host hotel near Cincinnati Airport
and ends near Newark Liberty Int'l Airport

Tour includes deluxe motor coach transportation, all admission tickets, quality hotels, etc.
We also offer an Arizona Spring Training Tour (March 3-9) and a New England Fall Foliage
Tour (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) with games at Fenway Park and Yankee Stadium.

Attend MLB games at Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees.
Visit football, baseball, basketball & hockey Halls of Fame

$3,500/person based on
double hotel occupancy

For more information, call or text for a free brochure: 507.217.1326

HIRING NOW: FULL-TIME
CAREGIVER NEEDED!

Join our team at an adult residen-
tial facility in Rancho Cordova ca-
tering to individuals with develop-
mental disabilities. No experience
required, immediate start! Starting
pay: $16.50/hr. Apply Today! Call:
(916) 709-2728

SENIOR CHEMIST

Pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing and research co. (Sac-
ramento, CA) seeks Senior
Chemist to develop analytical
methods and provide tech-
nical support to formulation
development. Design, exe-
cute, monitor, interpret, and
document analytical activities
related to method develop-
ment, validation and technol-
ogy transfer. Follow the cGLP,
c¢GMP, cGCP, cGDP, and use
analytical techniques such as
HPLC, GC, dissolution and
perform method development
and validation for assay, RS
&amp;  dissolution.  Utilize
knowledge of identification
and characterization of impu-
rities. Send resumes to: HRD,
Nivagen  Pharmaceuticals
Inc., 3050 Fite Circle, Suite
100, Sacramento, CA 95827

MS Hauling
«Junk Removal
+Garage Cleanouts
*Yard Debris
*E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Landscaping

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581
(Cal-SCAN)

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

* Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

¢ Dry Wall Repair
Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019

— We accept Visa & c

Mastercard
—_—

PROB,
° ‘2

PAINTING

Interior / Exterior
NoYioBisiTcolBIG]
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

916-257-9609

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In: e Check Engine

* Oil Changes Light Diagnosis

* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection e Tune-Up

e Safety Inspection e Batteries
 Transmission Service 30, 60, 90K Service
* Brakes * Brake &

e Wheel Alignment Lamp Station

Mon-Fri, 8-5 ¢ 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.
A .

EIk Grove Bivd

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

o)
@ Since 1975
. Lic.#302302

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

818) 248-0000 broker

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
- ROOF REPAIR
- OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
*DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

‘Qi" SACRAMENTO VALLEY
“* ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

- GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
GUTTER REPAIR
GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Se Habla
Espanol

REMIER™
%OOF]NG INC.

LIC# 1097848
® ROOF REPAIR e NEW ROOFS

e ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING
o COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

-Excavations -Utility Trenching Foundations-All types
-Laser Grading & Dozer work *Driveways <Building
Pads -Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail -Bushog
«Septic System Installation «Drilling Foundations
<Post Tree holes -Trenching *Irrigation
<Drainage -Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667 Bill- 916-869-1019

Legal Action

Did your job give you
MESOTHELIOMA?

If you developed MESOTHELIOMA or LUNG CANCER
from on-the-job exposure to ASBESTOS then speak to
one of the USA's most active law firms in this area —
with $19 BILLION in verdicts and settlements achieved
in nearly 40 years of service. Call 800-CANCERS today
for a free and unpressured consultation.

WEITZ () LUXENBERGrc

ASBESTOS | DRUGS/MEDIGAL DEVIGES | ENVIRONMENTAL | NEGLIGENCE
1880 CENTURY PARK EAST, SUITE700 | LOS ANGELES, CA 90067
1-800-CANCERS | WWW.CANCERS.LAW

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do nat guarantee a similar outcome. Vieitz & Luxenberg PC.
is a registerad Law Corporation with the California State Bar, cert. #13529, Benna Ashrafi, Esq.

Visit: mpg8.com
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Local Girl Scouts Sharpen
Entrepreneurship Skills

As 2024 Cookie Season Kicks Off

Residents will soon have an opportunity to help Girl Scouts while also enjoying their favorite
cookie favorites. Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts of Northern California

Girl Scouts Heart of Central
California News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Girl Scouts Heart
of Central California (GSHCC) is excited
to announce the official launch of the 2024
Girl Scout cookie season, bringing delight-
ful treats and smiles to communities in
the Greater Sacramento, Stockton, and
Modesto regions. The Cookie Program not
only spreads joy but also fosters the entre-
preneurial spirit of numerous local Girl
Scouts.

The Girl Scout Cookie Program is the
largest girl-led entrepreneurial program
in the world. Proceeds from the Program
support local Girl Scout troops and enable
GSHCC to organize workshops, events,
and initiatives that help create the next
generation of empowered and innova-
tive female leaders. GSHCC’s Cookie
Program supports two Girl Scout camps,
two STEM Centers + MakerSpaces, a
mobile STEM Center + MakerSpace, and
provides resources to more than 4,000
volunteers.

“Entrepreneurship remains one of Girl

Scouts’ most powerful program pillars,”
said GSHCC Chief Executive Officer, Dr.
Linda E. Farley. “More than 8,000 local
Girl Scouts will participate in the Cookie
Program this year, gaining real-world
opportunities to practice their entrepre-
neurship skills. Beyond the goal setting,
money-management, and decision-mak-
ing skills these girls learn, they also
make connections with their community,
develop friendships with their sister Girl
Scouts, express creativity, and build their
capacity to be leaders.”

Local Girl Scouts have already begun
taking orders from family and friends, and
supporters will begin to see cookies avail-
able for local purchase in front of stores
beginning February 23 through March 17.
Additionally, GSHCC encourages the use
of the Cookie Finder feature on the Girl
Scouts’ website, which provides a con-
venient and accessible way for cookie
enthusiasts to locate nearby cookie booths.
Cookie connoisseurs can input their zip
code in the Cookie Finder tool to see
where cookies are being sold in their com-
munity. *

Governor Newsom Announces
New Appointment To Sacramento
Superior Court

Sacramento Superior Court
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Gavin Newsom recently
appointed Richard C.
Miadich, of Sacramento

Gov.

County, to the
Sacramento Superior
Court bench.

“The court wel-
comes the addition
of Mr. Miadich
and the experience
he will bring to the
Sacramento County
bench,” Presiding
Court Judge Bunmi O.
Awoniyi said.

Miadich has served as
chair of the California Fair Political
Practices Commission since 2019. The
commission is responsible for regulating
statewide campaign finance, governmen-
tal ethics, and lobbying activity.

Prior to his appointment to the FPPC,
Miadich worked at Olson Hagel &
Fishburn LLP from 2005 to 2018, where
he held several positions including man-
aging partner, partner, and associate. The
practice focused on litigation matters
involving election and campaign finance
law, education law, government and
administrative law, and constitutional
law. He also assisted in the firm’s political
advising, primarily in areas of elections
and initiatives.

Miadich has litigated matters at the
trial and appellate levels in California,
including the California Supreme Court,
and has represented clients before state
administrative agencies. He has also par-
ticipated in matters before the United
States Supreme Court, the United States
Courts of Appeals for the Seventh and
Ninth Circuits, and the United States
District Courts for the Northern and
Eastern Districts of California.

Miadich was an at-large director of
the Sacramento County Bar Association
Board of Directors. He also served on
the Board of Directors of the Sacramento
County Bar Foundation, the charita-
ble arm of the Sacramento County Bar

Association. Previously, Miadich also
served on the Executive Committee of the
Public Law Section of the California State
Bar and was the assistant editor of the
State Bar’s Public Law Journal.
Miadich earned his
law degree from the
University of California
at Davis in 2002. While
there, he served as a
member of the U.C.
Davis Law Review,
. externed with the
" California State
Assembly Judiciary
Committee, and par-
ticipated in the school’s
trial practice program.
He received his bachelor’s
degrees in political science
and history from the University of
California at Los Angeles in 1998.
Miadich fills the vacancy created by the
appointment of Judge Daniel J. Calabretta
to the federal bench. *

Richard C. Miadich, of Sacramento County.
Photo Courtesy of Sacramento County
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ol INTEREST

WITH MONTHLY PAYMENTS IF
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 1 YEAR™* *

If the purchase balance is not paid in full within
the promotional period interest will be charged to
your account from the purchase date.**
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HOME

F URNISHING S

12125 Folsom Blvd. Rancho Cordova
916-351-0227

Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat 10am - 6pm « Sun 11lam - 6pm

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)
5th Generation, Naturwood Family

www.naturwood.com

Largest Selection of
* PROUDLY x

MADE ntHe US A

with U.S. & Imported Materials

Products

**The Wells Fargo Furnishings credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. ONE YEAR Special Financing applies to qualifying purchases of $1,500 or more charged with approved credit and 35% down
payment. Minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional ONE YEAR period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid
in full within the promotional ONE YEAR period. Paying only the minimum monthly payment will not pay off the purchase balance before the end of the promotional period. For new accounts, the APR for purchases is 28.99%.
If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum inferest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/01/2024 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921.

*Since the State of California requires that tax be paid on all retail sales, we reduce the purchase price by an amount equal to the tax on the reduced purchase price except “Special Buys”,

all “Mega Clearance”, Serta Arctic and iComfort

products. Offers not available in conjunction with any other promotion, discount, or financing. Offers not available on previous purchases. Sale ends 2/25/24.




