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SOUTH EDITION: Charlton, Dudley & Webster

Specials available at any bankHometown  office for a limited time and may be withdrawn without notice.
17-MONTH CD 
5.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing checking account customers only. 
For new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock the bump up rate of 5.00% 
APY. 
4.75% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing customers without a checking 
account.
7-Month CD rates are effective as of 1/13/24. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 6 
months at the then current CD rate and term.
211-MONTH CD 
5.12% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing checking account customers only. For 
new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock the bump up rate of 5.12% APY. 
4.85% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing customers without a checking 
account.
11-Month CD rates are effective as of 1/13/24. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 12 
months at the then current CD rate and term.
For both 7-Month and 11-Month CDs, minimum balance to obtain APY is $0.01. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. 
Available for IRAs and business customers.
3CASH BONUS
Conditions apply.Member FDIC | Member DIF

5.00%APY1

7-MONTH CD

5.12%
11-MONTH CD

APY2

Open a NEW Get Real Checking® account and enjoy a 
CASH BONUS3!

Power up your savings!

open in-branch or online at bankHometown.com today!

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

Unlock your potential

10%
OFF

TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 03.31.2021

WHITINSVILLE  |  WEBSTER

(508) 499-3510
harbroauto.com/service

Valid until 4.30.2024

Charlton/Oxford’s Route 20 
Construction to Continue into 
December 2024
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com    

Route 20 road construction has 
progressed to the breaking 
point for drivers along busy 

Routes 12 and 20 in the Oxford 
and Charlton area, but according 
to the Mass. Dept. of Transporta-
tion’s website, the following activi-
ties will continue.

The MassDOT’s Design-Build 
Program for this project was 
awarded to D. W. White Con-
struction, Inc. and TranSystems 
in November 2022. Construction 
activities are in progress. Weather 
and unexpected circumstances 
make all construction activities 
subject to change without notice, 
but they will do their best to keep 
area drivers/residents updated.

Temporary Lane Closures, 
March through November 2024

MassDOT will implement 
temporary lane closures on Route 
20 in both directions, between 
Richardson Corner Road in Charl-
ton and Main Street (Route 12) 
in Oxford from March 4 through 
the end of November 2024. The 
closures are necessary for activities 
related to reconstructing Route 20. 
At the completion of this construc-
tion season, which is expected to 
be late November/early December, 
the roadway will reopen to four 
lanes of traffic throughout the 
corridor.

Work will occur in two stages:
• During the first stage of con-

struction (March through July), 
work will occur on the westbound 
side of the roadway and traffic 
will be shifted to one lane in each 
direction on the eastbound side.

• During the second stage of 
construction (anticipated to be 

July through November), work will 
occur on the eastbound side of the 
roadway and traffic will be shifted 

Bartlett High 
School Renovation 
Groundbreaking, 
Town Meeting articles, 
Budget, New 
Conservation Agent
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Webster’s May 13 town 
meeting warrant has been 
completed and is under 

review by town counsel. The next 
step is a review by the town’s 
Select Board. Among items on the 
warrant will be approval for a new 
fire engine to replace a 30-year old 
model with costs within the town’s 
levy limits. The school budget is 
also part of the warrant with a 3.2 
percent increase from the previous 
fiscal year. 

“Our additional Chapter 70 
aid will decrease dramatically for 
fiscal year 2024-2025,” said Town 
Administrator, Richard LaFond, 
“This current year we received 
$2.4 million in additional state 
aid and for 2024-2025, Webster 
will only receive an additional 
$900,000, a substantial drop in 
funding. Last year we had an infla-
tion increase. The funds are based 
on town incomes and larger urban 
communities are receiving larger 
amounts. The state aid formula 
accommodates income levels and 
Webster is not alone, it’s a state-
wide situation.”  Every student 

coming into all school systems 
must be educated per an unfunded 
state mandate. 

Water and Sewer Department 
funding is also included in the 
town meeting articles. Last year, 
$33 million was allocated for the 
PFAS treatment plant and this year 
requires an additional $10 mil-

Richard LaFond, Webster Town Administrator
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Vacuums always 75Vacuums always 75¢¢

89 Southbridge St. 89 Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MAAuburn, MA

  (across from Sword St.)  (across from Sword St.)

BIG 
KAHUNA

$20
DELUXE 
WASH

$17

SUPER 
WASH

$14
BASIC 
WASH

$11

CeramiC ClearCoat 
ProteCtion inCluded 

in all washes

Serving this area with the finest steak and seafood for over 65 years

PRIME RIB AND STEAKS
-Prepared over our open pit-

FRESH SEAFOOD & LIVE LOBSTERS
CHICKEN & PASTA DISHES

APPETIZERS • SALADS • SOUPS
COMBINATION DINNERS

KIDS VALUE MEALS (12 & UNDER)

Lunch: Wed-Thurs-Fri Open 11:30am  •  Dinner: Daily 3:00pm to close • Sunday Noon to close - Closed Tuesdays

508-478-0871 • 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon
See Our Menu on our website
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

Casual Elegant Dining 
and Banquets

TRY OUR FAMOUS Cinnamon Rolls & Chowder

New England New England 
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

Spend Spend 
Mother’s Day Mother’s Day 

with us!with us!
Sunday, May 12Sunday, May 12

118 Main St., WebSter, Ma • WWW.preStigeSalon508.coM

to one lane in each direction on the 
westbound side.

Existing turn lanes at Route 12, 
Route 56, and Richardson Corner 
Road will be maintained, but left 
turns into or out of other side 
streets and driveways along Route 
20 will be restricted. U-turns will 
be accommodated at the intersec-
tions of Route 12, Route 56, and 
Richardson Corner Road. Access to 
local businesses will be maintained.

Speed Limits Reduced in Con-
struction Work Zone on Route 20

MassDOT has issued a work 
zone speed limit to reduce the 
posted speed limit on Route 20 
within the project work zone, 
between Route 12 and Richardson 
Corner Road, until further notice. 
The posted speed limits will be 

further reduced during active work 
hours for the safety of the roadway 
users and workers.

Speed limits are reduced in the 
following areas:

• Richardson Corner to Route 
56: the speed limit has been re-
duced from 50 MPH to 45 MPH. 
During active work hours, the 
speed limit will be further reduced 
to 40 MPH.

• Route 56 to Thayer Pond 
Drive: The speed limit has been 
reduced from 40 MPH to 35 MPH. 
During active work hours, the 
speed limit will be further reduced 
to 30 MPH.

• Thayer Pond Drive to Route 
12: The speed limit has been 
reduced from 45 MPH to 40 MPH. 
During active work hours, the 
speed limit will be further reduced 
to 35 MPH.

Dynamic message signs will be 
posted to show the reduced speed 
limit during active work hours and 
advance warning signs will be used 
onsite to notify the traveling public 
of the reduced speed limits.

Wide Loads Prohibited from 
Work Zone on Route 20

MassDOT has issued a restric-
tion prohibiting vehicles carrying 
wide loads over 8 feet, 6 inches 
from traveling through the Route 
20 Reconstruction Project work 
zone, between Route 12 and Rich-
ardson Corner Road. The travel 
restriction is in place 24 hours 
per day, seven days per week until 
further notice.

All vehicles carrying wide loads 
should avoid the work zone, seek 
alternate routes, and contact Mass-
DOT’s Commercial Truck Permits 
Office for more information.

Traffic and Staging Consider-
ations

The project will involve com-
plete reconstruction of Route 20 in 
the Towns of Charlton and Oxford 
over approximately 4 years. Typical 
work hours will be 7 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Some work may vary depend-
ing on traffic volumes between 5 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

There will occasionally be night 
and weekend work for some demo-
lition and off-peak work that needs 
lane taking to execute the work.

Access will always be maintained 
for emergency services and the 
project team will be in contact 
with first responders to maintain 
communication throughout the 
performance of the contract.

All major operations will be con-
fined to fixed work zones. Travel 
speeds will be reduced through 
work zones for the safety of their 
workforce and the traveling public.

To minimize traffic impacts, the 
project will:

• Minimize construction vehi-
cles turning movements within the 
project limits to reduce congestion

• Use water spray for dust sup-
pression

• Maintain intersection access 
and traffic in each direction on 
Route 20

• Maintain proper signage and 
markings

• Provide temporary roadway 
lighting for safe nighttime travel

• Provide safe construction ac-
cess/egress

• Maintain resident and local 
business access/egress
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508-248-1188 SAME DAY SERVICE
Mon. & Tues. 9 AM - 6 PM  Wed. 9 AM - 5 PM, Fri. 9 AM - 5 PM and Sat. 9 AM - 2 PM.

109-6 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507
www.charltonoptical.com

R.D.O. PETER MALY • DR. RENEE GOMEZ

CHARLTONCHARLTON

OPTICALOPTICAL

Celebrating Our 30th AnniversaryCelebrating Our 30th Anniversary

harlton optical

Won Best Optical Store 
in Central Mass. 

for eight years

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

Director of Finance & Ops Finalist for Dudley-Charlton 
Regional School District to be Announced Soon
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Regional School Superinten-
dent Steven Lamarche’s recent 
report to the Regional School 

Committee included an update 
on the search for a new Director 
of Finance and Operations. In his 
report, Mr. Lamarche stated that 
there were two finalists who would 
be presented to the School Com-
mittee at their April 9 meeting. 

The Dudley-Charlton Education 
Foundation “Heroes Among Us” 
reception was to be held on April 6 
at Southbridge’s Wellsworth Hotel. 

This year’s honorees include: Lo-
retta Andre, Leo Biron, Scott Cush-
ing, Emily Dabrowski, Adrienne 
Daniels, Jennifer Desto, Tammy 
Ducharme, John Grondalski, Eliza-
beth Hurley, and Kim Lundquist. 
The Heroes are honored for their 
dedication to students and staff.

Tenth grader, Lyllian Brazen, 
is the recipient of the Youth Art 
Month Award which is a celebra-
tion of the visual arts. Her design 
will be spotlighted in their virtual 
exhibit and she also received a 
monetary award. 

School Committee fiscal year 
budget priorities were also pre-

sented and included maintaining 
existing staff size and programs 
without reductions, reviewing cost 
savings in the areas of special-
ized transportation rather than 
contracted service models, capital 
plan architectural review of all 
school facilities, and solar power 
options for all district schools. 
Additionally, supporting budget 
increases by reducing annual usage 
of excess and deficiency support to 
$500,000 annually and increasing 
contingency line items to match 
usage to budget. They also seek to 
reduce reliance on school choice by 
20 percent ($180,000).   

lion. It is a nationwide mandate. 
The public is invited to attend the 
Water and Sewer Commission’s 
public hearing that includes an 
update on the Per-and Polyfluoro-
alkyl Substance (PFAS6) including 
construction costs. A Massachu-
setts Department of Environmental 
Protection Representative will be 
present to answer questions. Hear-
ing date is Thursday, May 2 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Town Hall Selectmen’s 

Meeting Room, 350 Main Street, 
Webster. Please consult the Town 
website for further information.

“The town has a new Conserva-
tion Agent, Joseph Wigglesworth,” 
said Mr. LaFond, “Mr. Wiggles-
worth formerly served as Chairman 
of Webster’s Conservation Com-
mission. Duties include accepting 
applications for determination of 
building regulations, property in-
spections in compliance with State 
regulations, issuing orders to com-
ply with State statutes, and overall 
to be an advisor and enforcer for 
the Conservation Commission. 

Training commission members is 
also part of his position. His new 
position began on April 2.”

On Monday, April 8, ground-
breaking for the Bartlett High 
School renovation project will 
begin. “Renovations include new 
design and utilization of the exist-
ing high school. It will involve 
using the ‘shell’ of the high school 
for a complete renewal,” said 
Administrator LaFond, “this will 
take approximately three years for 
completion of the $101 million 
project. After Webster was awarded 
the initial Mass. School Building 

Association funding, we were for-
tunate to receive another appro-

priation after COVID so Webster 
received additional state aid.”      
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Charlton Public Library
40 Main Street
Visit our website (charltonlibrary.

org) for a full listing of programs 
and events or to register.

MOVIES @ THE LIBRARY 
All showings are on Tuesdays 

at 1 p.m. only in Dexter Hall. 
No registration required. Free 
popcorn!

April 9: PATERSON starring 
Adam Driver. 2016. Rated R. Run 
time 118 min.

April 16: WONKA starring 
Timothee Chalamet, Olivia Cole-

man. 2023. Rated PG. Run time 
112 min.

April 23: BRIGHT STAR star-
ring Ben Wishaw, Abbie Cornish. 
2009. Rated PG. Run time 119 
min.

April 30: STEALING BEAUTY 
starring Jeremy Irons, Liv Tyler. 
1996. Rated R. Run time 119 min.

SILVER NEEDLES KNIT & CROCHET 
GROUP

Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. 
Upstairs Reading Room.  No 
registration required. Bring your 

current project and relax with 
friends. All are welcome regard-
less of skill level.

MEDICARE INFORMATION SESSIONS 
WITH BCBS MASS. REPRESENTA-
TIVE

This series will be held in the 
Community Meeting Room - No 
registration is required.

Tuesday, April 16, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Medicare Health Plan Options 
(For existing Medicare enrollees)

Tuesday, April 23, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Medicare Supplement Plans or 

Medicare 
Advantage Plans -  which is 

best for me? For those new to 
Medicare or members wanting to 
make changes.

Tuesday, April 30, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Caregivers overview of Medicare 
and Health Plan Options (For 
those trying to help a family 
member or friend understand 
Medicare).

Saturday, April 13, 9:45-10:45 
a.m. Community Yoga in Dexter 
Hall. Registration is required.

All ages and levels are wel-
come. Wear comfortable clothing 
and please bring your own yoga 
mat.

Tuesday, April 16, Poetry Open 
Mic Night 6:30-7:30 p.m. To cel-
ebrate National Poetry Month, we 
are hosting a Poetry Open Mic 
Night at the Library with guest 
facilitator Joe Fusco, Jr. from 
the Worcester County Poetry 
Association. Participants are 
welcome to read their own poetry 
or something by a favorite poet. 
Registration is requested so that 
we have an idea of the number of 
participants. Generously spon-
sored by Friends of the Charlton 
Library.

Wednesday, April 17, Death 
Café 1- 3p.m. in Dexter Hall. No 
registration required.

Death Cafés provide a safe 
environment to gather, eat cake, 
drink tea or coffee, and enjoy 
open-minded conversation about 
dying and death. Questions? 
Email kwalker4@mac.com.

Thursday, April 18, Alzheim-
er’s Caregiver Support Group 
6-7:30 p.m. Community Meeting 
Room. No registration required. 
Led by experienced caregivers 
and offers information, resources, 
and strategies specific to caring 
for someone with Alzheimer’s 
and other Dementias along with 
support for transitioning to 
different care settings. Co-spon-
sored by Tri-Valley and Charlton 
Public Library.

Saturday, April 20, 12- 1:30 
p.m. SARJ (Saturday Acoustic 

Roots Jam) Dexter Hall. No regis-
tration required. An acoustic only 
music jam. Open to all 18+. Join 
us to play or just to listen!

Thursday, April 25 p.m. 6-8 
p.m. CULE (Charlton Ukulele 
League and Ensemble) Commu-
nity Meeting Room. No registra-
tion required. Experienced musi-
cians and newbies all welcome. 
Questions? Email Cule5632@
gmail.com

Thursday, April 25, 6-7:30 p.m. 
“An Evening with Robert Frost.” 
Historical production in Dexter 
Hall. Registration requested. Join 
talented historical actor Stephen 
Collins for his production of 
an evening of Frost, a unique, 
interactive performance that 
begins with a short biographi-
cal introduction into the poet’s 
life. This event is co-hosted by 
the Charlton Public Library and 
the Charlton Senior Center and 
supported in part by a grant from 
the Charlton Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is supported 
by the Mass. Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Friday, April 26, 1-2 p.m. Criti-
cal Thinking Discussion Group 
. Plutarch’s Lives (Cleopatra) by 
Plutarch in the Sibley Reading 
Area (Main Floor). No registra-
tion required. 

No experience with critical 
thinking discussion groups is 
necessary. Books/materials are 
available forcheckout one month 
prior to discussion. Questions? 
Email saga3@charter.net.

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, May 4, 10 -11:30 a.m. 

Sourdough Starter Workshop 
with Sourdough Brandon.

Dexter Hall . Registration 
required. Learn how to make, 
maintain, and store a sourdough 
starter from a sourdough baker 
and food blogger. You’ll leave 
with many tips and tricks on how 
to keep your sourdough starter 
active, what to make with your 
starter, and even leave with some 
free sourdough starter! Free and 
open to all; however registration 
is required for this event.

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Casual Waterfront Dining Casual Waterfront Dining 
on lake lashaWayon lake lashaWay

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSEOPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYSCLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

Please call 
774-449-8333 

for reservations,
take-out or 

reservation online 
308lakeside.com

308 308 Main street, east BrookfielDMain street, east BrookfielD

774-449-8333 • 774-449-8333 •  308 308LAKESIDE.COMLAKESIDE.COM

AP Mandella LandscapingAP Mandella Landscaping

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640  • Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services

Free 
Estimates
Fully 
Insured

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal • LOAM & SEEDChip Removal • LOAM & SEED

94 East Main St., Webster, MA94 East Main St., Webster, MA

Hank’s LiquorsHank’s Liquors

BEER IS NOW BEER IS NOW 
COOLED BY COOLED BY 

SOLAR POWER!SOLAR POWER!

Hours:  Mon-Sat  8am - 11pm  • Sun  10 am - 10 pm

• Fine Wine • Craft Beer • Lottery • Fine Wine • Craft Beer • Lottery 
• Bottle Redemption • In-Store Specials• Bottle Redemption • In-Store Specials

•Excellent Selection
 • Convenient Store Shopping

•Discount Store Pricing
Fine Cigars • 99¢ Nips

We carry all 
the Wine, 
Beer and 

Spirits 
for your 

celebration
of spring!



April 12, 2024  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   5

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

Austin FurnitureAustin Furniture
Vintage Home Furnishings, Deçor & More

BUY/SELL • NEW/USED

Moving Service & Delivery

75 WEBSTER STREET
WORCESTER, MA 01603 508) 795-7400

Howard Carney
Business Development Officer
Phone/Text:   508-765-7319
Email:   hcarney@saversbank.com

Member FDIC        
Member DIF

Simply Be�er.

BUSINESS BANKING
DESIGNED FOR YOU 

Our flexible checking and savings accounts and services are designed 
to help you leverage your cash flow and grow your business.

Chat with Howie, our Business Banking expert who has over 20 years 
of banking experience in helping local businesses succeed.   

One Year Term 

Attn: WEBSTER VOTERS - Monday, May 6, 2024 

to Service 
Experience * Dedication * Integrity 

Elaine Fitzback DAVIES For SELECTMAN 

Native Websterite * Daughter of Henry Fitzback, former Treasurer at 
Stevens Linen and former Chair of the Chamber of Commerce, and Alice 
Madura Fitzback. * Graduate of St. Joseph School, Bartlett High School 
and the University of Massachusetts. * A Bachelor of Arts and three 
Advanced Degrees, including an MS in Management for Organizational 

Effectiveness. * Over 40 years of experience in public service and leadership in government, 
church, and social organizations  - with a special focus on strategic planning and implemen-
tation, budgeting, policy and regulatory development, emergency preparedness and re-
sponse, human resources management, and communication. * 30 years of Government 
service (US EPA Senior Executive).  * Dedicated to Webster: Chaired the Webster Person-
nel Advisory Board; Member of the Historical Commission; Served on the Town Administra-
tor Screening Committee; Member of the Library Strategic Planning Committee; Served on 
the Board of Directors for the Friends of the Gladys E. Kelly Library; Supporter of the Veter-
ans Program, Building Bridges; Former Junior Warden at the Church of the Reconciliation; 
Over 30 year sponsor of a Scholarship for a BHS senior interested in public service and/or 
ethical business.   
I humbly seek your vote on May 6th. With my many decades of experience in public service 
and my dedication to Webster, I stand ready to work for you on day one. As a pensioner, I 
understand the importance of using every dollar wisely and that means having the vision to 
anticipate the needs of our changing community and plan accordingly. Thank you for your 
consideration!  

Paid Political Advertisement 

Paid for by Elaine F Davies 

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Gladys E. Kelley Library
2 Lake Street
Webster
508-949-3880

ONGOING EVENTS: 
Mondays , 10 -11 a.m. Sensory 

Bin Exploration. Bins will be 
filled up with sand, rice, dirt, dry 
pasta, and more! This program 
is geared towards ages 2 to 5, but 
siblings are welcome.

Mondays 3:30 – 4:30 Origami 
and Paint, Children’s Room

Tuesdays 10 – 11 a.m. Story-
time

Tuesdays 3:30 – 4:30 Build 
Tuesdays Magnet tiles (4/16; 
4/23) or Lego Club (4/30)

Tuesdays 6-7:30 p.m. Literacy 
Volunteers – ESL classes

Wednesdays 10 – 10:45 a.m. 
Stuffed animal storytime

Saturdays, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Julie. All levels wel-
come. Bring your own mat. 

Saturdays,  11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Apple Country Music Together. 
A music and movement program 
available to children from birth 
to age 6 and their families.

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Tuesday, April 16  10 – 11 a.m. 

National Library Day Party for 
kids!  Dress up like a librarian 
to help us celebrate. Cardigans 
and glasses encouraged. Library 
themed story time and book 
craft. Every child will leave with a 
book to take home.

Thursday, April 18  6 p.m.  
Functional and fabulous embroi-
dery for mending. Learn how 
to blur the lines between the 
garment and the mending. We 
will explore the many ways we 
can combine basic embroidery 
stitches to achieve an elevated 
look. Materials will be provided, 
but feel free to bring some-
thing from home that you need 
mended, as well!

Monday, April 22   all day 
Take-home pea plants for Earth 
Day. Plant your own seed in the 
lobby or grab a pre-sprouted 
plant to take home. While sup-
plies last. For adults and kids.

Monday, April 22 6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Adult Book Group

Saturday, April 20  12 – 2 p.m. 
Horse 101. Lindsay from Win-
terberry Homestead will be here 

teaching us about horses. Safety 
working around horses, learn ho 
w horses think, along with nutri-
tion and shelter needs.

Tuesday, April 23 6-7 p.m. 
Herb butter making for adults

Monday, April 29 6 p.m. Adult 
board game night 

Tuesday May 7 A state-of-the-
art, hands-on children’s museum 
focused on STEAM education 
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Arts, and Math). Kids can 
experience stations that include 
robots, virtual reality, 3D print-

ing, art, engineering, and more! 
For kids grades K to 6. STEAM 
museum sessions at 3:30 -4:15 
p.m.; 4:15- 5 p.m. and 5-5:45 
p.m. Please register for only one 
session.
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Gary Brogna
Owner / Technician

MA & CT State Certified
Fully Licensed and Insured

508-248-1800
email: pestbdead@yahoo.com

108 Main Street
Webster, MA 01570

Your Local 
Commercial & Residential

Pest Control Experts!

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  • Lawnmower Repair

Pearle L. Crawford Library Programs and Events
40 Schofield Avenue, Dudley
508-949-8021
Join us for one of our programs at 

the Pearle!  To register go to www.
crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-
8021

PICKING PARLOR JAM
A bluegrass focused jam session. 

Bring your instrument for this 
monthly unplugged acoustic jam. 

All talent levels are welcome.
1st Saturday of each month 

10am-noon

“THE COLOR PURPLE”
Movie Afternoon @ The Pearle
Thursday, April 4 @ 1:00
Join us for a showing of the 2023 

movie “The Color Purple” starring 
Fantasia Barrino and Taraji P. 
Henson.

MEET THE STAFF
Thursday, April 4
4:00-6:00
Stop by and meet our awesome 

staff! The Pearle’s staff welcomes 
the opportunity to get to know you 
and your needs so we may serve  
you better! Refreshments are pro-
vided by The Friends of the Pearle 
L Crawford Memorial Library.

SOLAR ECLIPSE CELEBRATION!
Monday, April 8
Starting at 10:00am
10 am: Solar glasses will be 

handed out along with Eclipse 
themed snack bags* 

2-4 pm:  Eclipse viewing on 
front Library lawn

6 pm: Movie @ the Pearle “Little 

Miss Sunshine” starring Greg 
Kinnear and Abigail Breslin 

* Supplies limited, 1 per person

ADULT BOOK GROUP
Monday, April 22 6:00PM-

7:00PM
All are welcome to join our adult 

book group for a discussion of this 
month’s title, The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky

Copies of the current title are 
available at the circulation desk 
one month prior to the meeting.

MONET’S GARDENS: INSPIRATION 
FOR A CREATIVE LIFE

Wednesday, April 24
1:00-2:00
Illustrated lecture presented by 

Ellen K. Duzak 
Impressionist painter Claude 

Monet created and perfected his 
beautiful gardens over 40 years at 
Giverny, France. It was and still 
is truly a visible feast. His life, his 
paintings, and his gardens offer us 
a unique guide to living a rich and 
fulfilling life today.

Ellen Duzak is a retired Profes-
sor of Psychology at Becker Col-
lege. She later taught for a decade 
in the WISE Senior Education Pro-
gram at Assumption College. She 
has long admired the paintings of 
the Impressionists and is an avid 
gardener and lover of nature.

Registration required, space is 
limited.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
SPRING BOOK SALE

April 18-20 

during regular library hours.
Fiction, nonfiction, DVDs, au-

diobooks, and more for all ages! 
All sales benefit the Friends of 

the Library and their mission to 
support the library.

QUILTING GROUP
Wednesdays @ 1:30PM 
All quilters and would-be 

quilters are invited to join our new 
group. Bring your projects!

  
KNIT & CROCHET GROUP

Thursday 5:30PM – 7:30PM and 
Friday 10:00AM-12:00PM

All stitchers are welcome for this 
informal group

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS GAME
Thursdays, 6:00-7:30
Are you looking to play a game 

that contains action, adventure, 
and drama? 

Come play the world’s number 
one role playing game.

This program geared towards 
kids that are looking to learn more 
about playing and some short 
adventures!

Children 12 and under need to 
be accompanied by an adult.

BASIC DRAWING ART CLASS WITH 
MRS. RAWSON

For ages 5-10
Tuesday, April 16
2:00-3:15
Working on an easel and large 

paper, children will be taught 
to draw a variety of different ani-
mals, step by step! 

Space is limited, please register.

BURPEE & RECORDS PETTING ZOO
Thursday, April 18
More details coming soon!!

MOUSE PAINT CLASS WITH MRS. 
RAWSON

For ages 3-5
Friday, April 19
10:00-11:00
An interactive reading of the 

book “Mouse Paint”. Listening and 
painting activity exploring the 
concept of color mixing with the 
primary colors. 

Space is limited, please register.

DEB’S SING & SWING~HAPPY 
SPRING!

Thursday, April 25
11:00-11:45
Deb Hutchins interactive music 

program, join the fun!
 Music, stories, singing and 

dancing!
Children 12 and under need to 

be accompanied by an adult.
Sponsored by the Friends of the 

Library

TODDLER STORYTIME 
Tuesdays at 10:30
Join Miss Courtney on Tuesday 

mornings for age-appropriate 
stories on a fun theme, followed by 
a simple craft. 

For ages 15 months-3 years. 
Children 12 and under need to 

be accompanied by an adult.

PRE-K STORYTIME 
Wednesdays at 10:30
Join Miss Courtney on Wednes-

day mornings for age-appropriate 
stories on a fun theme, followed by 
a simple craft. For ages 3-6.

Children 12 and under need to 
be accompanied by an adult.

GUEST READER STORY TIME
Mondays at 6:00pm through 

April 
Each week there will be a guest 

reader along with activities.
We are excited to welcome our 

guest readers!

WIGGLES & GIGGLES
Tuesdays at 10:30 through April
Fels Community Room
Join YFCP and Ms. Laine for 

a FREE 5-week music series. 
Children ages 2-5 with a parent/
caregiver will sing, move, play 
musical instruments, learn rhythm 
and listen to stories. Siblings are 
welcome.

Registration is required.
Please visit www.theyfcp.org to 

register
This is a YMCA Family & Com-

munity Partnership program.

1000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN 
PROGRAM!

This nationwide program is a 
fun, free way to build your child’s 
early literacy skills, and we’re here 
to help. 

The goal is simple: read 1,000 
books to your child before they 
enter kindergarten.

Developing literacy skills begins 
at birth and continues through the 
toddler and preschool years.

The best way to ensure a child 
has the skills necessary to learn to 
read is having someone read aloud 
to them. 

Children from birth to age five 
can sign up in the Children’s Room 
in the Library.

Program sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library. 

COMING SOON: MAHJONG AT THE 
PEARLE

 Wednesdays at 10am
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Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

Family Owned and Operated offering the following:Family Owned and Operated offering the following:
• Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment 
• Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation 
• Nursing & Personal Care
• Medication Administration
• Recreation: Social Groups, 
 Exercise, Current Events, 
 Gross motor/Cognitive Games, 
 Music, Bowling, Billiards
• Nutritional Meals
• Transportation Services 
 (DOOR TO DOOR)

Adult Day Health Program serving your communityAdult Day Health Program serving your community

www.accorddaycenter.com

Assisting 
Families for 

38 years

stanco.com/

Authentic Mexican Cuisine, 
From Our Family to Yours! 

Sun–Thurs: 11a–10p
Fri–Sat: 11a–11p

MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

FEATURING A FULL OPEN BAR 

and Flat Screen TV’s!

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

    41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA • 508-461-5070

with Different Hand Cra�ed Specialty Margaritas

41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA
508-461-5070

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

Online orders 
with pickup or 

delivery

Dine-in and Take-out 
Always Available

5050% % offoff
Buy any meal, get 50% off the 2nd meal of equal or lesser value with 

beverages purchased. Dine in only. 
1 per table/party. Not combinable with other offers or specials. 

 Offer expires 4-30-24

Gowns are Free at Oxford’s Prom Closet 
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Michelle Aronson and Debra 
Mercure have been col-
lecting prom gowns for 

high school students for five years 
now. They are dedicated high 
school teaching colleagues who 
saw a need and set about find-
ing a solution. Many high school 

girls couldn’t afford to attend their 
Senior Proms because of the large 
expenses involved. Aronson’s and 
Mercure’s dedication and persis-
tence speaks volumes about their 
character and desire to fulfill the 
needs of students to attend one of 
the most significant social events 
of high school without having 
to spend hundreds of dollars for 

fashionable and beautiful gowns 
and accessories. The young ladies 
who visit their prom gown outlet 
will attend their proms in the most 
elegant and kicky styles their tastes 
prefer. All at no cost.

“We wanted the kids to go to 
their proms without having to 
spend $500 or more for their 
formal wear,” said Aronson, “we 
had many community donations 

and decided we could help with 
their gowns. Prom tickets are $100 
or more. When you add in the 
cost of their dresses, shoes, nails, 
makeup, and hair, the ultimate 
price is out of sight. Many of the 
girls are into thrifting and repur-
posing now so this works out very 
well for them. If they are going to 
college, they can certainly use the 

extra cash they’ll save by choosing 
one of these beautiful gowns. Col-
lege books and fees are expensive. 
Now they can dedicate the money 
they’re saving for college expenses.  
Some of these dresses are priced 
at $900 and are just perfect. They 
borrow from us and wear the item 
for four hours and then clean and 
return it. It works out very well. 
The styles are from vintage to 
contemporary.”

The Prom Closet also offers 
shoes, jewelry, hair pins, and acces-
sories. It’s really a one-stop shop. 
Many of the students visit with a 
favorite pair of shoes and go about 
searching for just the right comple-
mentary gown. “It’s all about 
helping them have a good time,” 
said Aronson, “We fit them and 
help adjust the gowns. We have 
sizes from 0 to 26. We carry over 
600 dresses and currently have lent 
out about 50 but our appointment 
schedule is becoming more booked 
as the prom season of May nears. 
We have over 100 pairs of shoes 
from heels to flats. All of the girls 
who visit us are very appreciative. 
They are from local high schools as 
well as from the Worcester, Spring-
field, and Connecticut areas. The 
gowns are given in good faith, 80 
percent are returned to us cleaned 
or we have them cleaned. We have 
several great volunteers but would 
look forward to having more 
volunteers. Volunteers are welcome 
to message on Facebook. There is 
a young woman who is a student 
at Nichols College and she is into 
fashion and is volunteering. I also 
have to mention Lisa Laconto of 
the Barton Center who is simply 
amazing!”

Recently, the Prom Closet relo-
cated to The Clara Barton Center, 
60 Clara Barton Road, North 
Oxford. The Center had reached 

out to the Prom Closet when they 
announced they were closing and 
were about to donate their inven-
tory to another location. The Cen-
ter felt that the Prom Closet was 
a good cause and they have been 
very accommodating according to 
Aronson. “The Center is amazing.” 
she said, “We are very much like 
a boutique now. We have a large 
boutique mirror as well as a pedes-
tal viewing mirror, beautiful rolling 
display racks for our hundreds of 
gowns, and the atmosphere is just 
wonderful. A beautiful cathedral 
ceiling, plenty of room, a fireplace, 
wood floors, ceiling fans, and great 
lighting. Our atmosphere is very 
calm, private, and comfortable.” 

The Sweet Lou Flower Shop of 
Charlton has donated two floral 
wrist corsages for two lucky prom 
attendees and there is a box set 
up for the drawing. “Alex Diaz 
Salisbury, the owner, is super-
creative,” said Aronson. “He named 
his shop after his mother-in-law. 
All girls who visit the Prom Closet 
are eligible for entering their name 
for the beautiful wrist corsages. Of 
course, we do accept donations and 
were recently able to buy rolling 
racks for all the dresses. A total of 
$1,000 was given by the South-
bridge Lions Club and Al’s Pest 
Control of Southbridge for which 
we are very grateful.” 

As Aronson was quick to 
mention, so many of us are used 
to picking by price tag but now 
with the beautiful array of gowns 
at their location that practice is 
unnecessary, you can select just 

about whatever catches your eye. 
The students are advised that this 
is a “borrow boutique” and that the 
dresses must be returned. They ca-
ter to students of all income levels. 
Many of them are grateful to save 
their money for future educational 
purposes.  

Aronson and Mercure have used 
their connections to reach out to 
other schools telling them about 
their venture. They are on Face-
book and Instagram “The Prom 
Closet at the Barton Center.”  Po-
tential prom customers must visit 
the two social media sites to make 
an appointment where they can 
pick a time and set up an appoint-
ment to visit and try on gowns 
and/or accessories. Busy season 
begins at the end of February and 
goes through mid-April with June 
being the month for gown returns. 

The Prom Closet, 60 Clara 
Barton Road, North Oxford MA.  
By appointment only. Visit them on 
Facebook or Instagram.

Michelle Aronson and Deb Mercure
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SPORTS

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

Shepherd Hill’s First Ever All-State Champion Wrestler
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Shepherd Hill’s Sawyer Ayotte 
grew up in a family where 
wrestling was all around 

him. His father was a high school 
wrestling coach and his three 
older brothers (Ethan, Owen, and 
Austin) all wrestled, but the sport 
was just not for the younger Ayotte.  
 “When I was younger I really 
wasn’t interested in wrestling. I’d go 
and watch my brothers, but I just 
didn’t get into it; I tried it and had 
no interest whatsoever,” he said. “It 
didn’t upset my father, he figured 
I’d eventually change my mind and 
get into it when I was older.”

While his brothers continued 
to wrestle all around him Sawyer 
tried other sports and although 
he was giving them a shot, noth-
ing seemed to pique his interest 
and eventually he decided to give 
wrestling another try. This time 
around a spark was lit and he 
found wrestling gave him a feeling 
of self-worth. 

 “When I got out there I realized 
that I was responsible for every-
thing that happened,” Ayotte said. 
“There was no team, everything 
good or bad was all on me and I 
really liked that individuality.”

During his freshman season, 
Shepherd Hill didn’t have a big 
team, so he knew that he’d make 
varsity. That year he went 20-11 

on the mat for the Rams; unfortu-
nately, there was no tournament 
that year due to Covid.

 “That season I found that I 
enjoyed winning, but more so 
hated losing,” he said. “With that 
I wanted to improve so during the 
off-season I wrestled on two club 

teams six days a week and 
participated in countless 
tournaments hoping to do 
better the next year.”

Things definitely im-
proved for Ayotte during 
his sophomore season as 
the SH grappler accumu-
lated 40 wins, finished 
second at the Sectional 
Tournament, fifth at the 
State Tournament and 
sixth at the All-State Tour-
nament but wasn’t able to 
place at the New England 
Tournament going 2-2.

The disappointing showing 
angered the young wrestler as he 
expected to do better and wanted 
to end up on the medal podium so 
when things didn’t go the way he 
was hoping for, he committed to a 

hard-working off-season regimen. 
He continued to work hard, took 
part in numerous tournaments, 
but the biggest improvement came 
from attending a two-week wres-
tling camp in Missouri.

“We practiced three times a day, 
got a lot of drills and live work 
in,” Ayotte said. “At practice I got 
dialed in on working on a couple 
of moves that I had learned and the 
coaching staff taught me how to fix 
a few things.”

With his new-found confidence 
the young Ayotte entered his 
junior campaign hoping to be a 
State Champion in his 150-pound 
weight class as well as one that 
placed at the New Englands. 

Ayotte would conclude his 
junior season by going 36-4 during 
the regular season and would add 
another 12 wins to only two losses 
in the post-season. He was named 
a Wachusett Interscholastic League 
All-Star as well as the league MVP. 
During the post-season Ayotte 
would then go on to win champi-
onships at the Sectionals, the Divi-
sion 2 States and the All-States. By 
capturing the title at the All-States 
he became the first ever wrestler to 
do so at Shepherd Hill. 

 “He trained hard all year 
round,” Coach Ayotte said. “We 
definitely expected him to go pretty 

far this year; we were hoping 
for better results at the New 
Englands, but to have only one 
bad tournament, that’s not too 
bad.”

Much like his coach and 
father, Ayotte knew that his 
ability was capable of getting 
him deep into tournaments 
and, if he wrestled to the best 
of his ability, he should have a 
lot of success. 

 “Winning the All-States 
was great feeling, especially 
being the number two seed 
and not expected to win,” he 
said. “I knew that I had the 
ability and the seeding didn’t 
bother me; they don’t mean 
anything.”

Going into the All-State 
Tournament, Ayotte got a view 
of his side of the bracket in 
the 150-lb weight class and 

knew that he should be able to get 
to the semi-finals with no problem. 
But he also knew that it would be 
a tough match in that round, as he 
was going up against a wrestler that 
he had split with during the season.

 “I had a really good feeling 
going into the All-States and was 
extremely proud that all my hard 

WRESTLING
continued on page 9 
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We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

W O R C E S T E R  R E G I O N A L  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  P R E S E N T S

IRISH SPLENDOR
8 Days | 9 Meals: 6 Breakfasts, 3 Dinners

BOOK NOW & SAVE

Dublin  |  Christ Church Cathedral  |  Blarney Castle  |  Dingle Peninsula 
Farm Visit  |  Cliffs of Moher  |  Whiskey Distillery  |  Castle StayHIGHLIGHTS

$150  
PER PERSON

Air inclusive rates with the pricing only  |  Land Only rates with the pricing only

W O R C E S T E R  R E G I O N A L  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  P R E S E N T S

IRISH SPLENDOR
8 Days | 9 Meals: 6 Breakfasts, 3 Dinners

BOOK NOW & SAVE

Dublin  |  Christ Church Cathedral  |  Blarney Castle  |  Dingle Peninsula 
Farm Visit  |  Cliffs of Moher  |  Whiskey Distillery  |  Castle StayHIGHLIGHTS

$150  
PER PERSON

Air inclusive rates with the pricing only  |  Land Only rates with the pricing only

BOOK NOW & SAVE 

$150 PER PERSON

 $3,249 $3,099
based on double occupancy

Air inclusive rates with the pricing only

W O R C E S T E R  R E G I O N A L  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  P R E S E N T S

IRISH SPLENDOR
8 Days | 9 Meals: 6 Breakfasts, 3 Dinners

BOOK NOW & SAVE

Dublin  |  Christ Church Cathedral  |  Blarney Castle  |  Dingle Peninsula 
Farm Visit  |  Cliffs of Moher  |  Whiskey Distillery  |  Castle StayHIGHLIGHTS

$150  
PER PERSON

Air inclusive rates with the pricing only  |  Land Only rates with the pricing only

PRICE  
INCLUDES:

Roundtrip Airfare  |  Transportation To and From Airports
Ground Transportation  |  Hotels  |  6 Breakfasts  |  3 Dinners

W O R C E S T E R  R E G I O N A L  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  P R E S E N T S

IRISH SPLENDOR

Offer subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers.  
*On air up to $750/pp

Tom Hansen & Ted Goulet
TNTGUYSTRAVEL.COM 
774-261-8160

NOW, FOR A LIMITED TIME, WHEN YOU BOOK A VACATION TO THE INCREDIBLE 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, WE’LL GET YOU THERE WITH AIRFARE INCLUDED* 

AS PART OF YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE.

OFFER
New individual and group bookings. (Excludes charter & contracted groups based on quoted offer) 

Round-trip airfare from the US or Canada to Galapagos when booking Flights by Celebrity. Airfare valued at up to $750 per person 
(1st and 2nd guest) including air taxes and fees. Any airfare above $750 per person from US or Canada gateway must be paid by guest. 

Combinable with the 20% Offer and with Galapagos Loyalty promotion. Not combinable with discounted fares, or rate only.

APPLICABLE PRODUCTS
10-, 11- and 16-Night Galapagos Packages aboard Celebrity Flora, Xpedition, and Xploration.

BOOKING WINDOW: 8/01/22 – 10/31/22

SAILING RANGE: FLORA: 8/07/22 – 12/29/24  |  XPEDITION: 8/06/22 – 12/28/24  |  XPLORATION: 8/06/22 – 12/28/24

FLIGHTS ON US
TO THE GALAPAGOS

14
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST PREMIUM
CRUISE LINE
Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

2021 BEST NEW CRUISE
SHIP—Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

13
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST PREMIUM 
SHIP—1st for Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

12
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST CRUISE 
LINE IN EUROPE
Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

4
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST CRUISE 
LINE EXPEDITION
Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

9
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE
Wine Spectator Restaurant 
Wine List Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST OF AWARD 
OF EXCELLENCE
Celebrity Edge®

Wine Spectator Restaurant 
Wine List Awards

2021 BEST CRUISE LINE 
REWARDS PROGRAM
Captain’s Club
Global Traveler’s 
Leisure Lifestyle Awards

2
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST OF AWARD 
OF EXCELLENCE
Celebrity ApexSM

Wine Spectator Restaurant 
Wine List Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SUITE DESIGN
Edge Villas
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SUITE DESIGN
Iconic Suite
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
CABIN DESIGN
Infinite Veranda®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
CABIN DESIGN
AquaClass®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
ENTERTAINMENT
Wonder at Eden
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
ENTERTAINMENT
Rockumentary
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
ENTERTAINMENT
Tree of Life
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
RESTAURANT DESIGN
Tuscan Restaurant
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

4
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD
RESTAURANT DESIGN
Le Grand Bistro
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

4
CONSECUTIVE
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2021 GOLD AWARD
RESTAURANT DESIGN
Eden Restaurant
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
PREMIUM SHIP
Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
LARGE SHIP
Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SPA DESIGN
The Spa—Celebrity Summit®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SHORE EXCURSIONS
Private Journeys
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SHORE EXCURSIONS
Sustainable Shore Excursions
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SHORE EXCURSIONS
Chef’s Market Discoveries
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
LOYALTY PROGRAM
Captain’s Club
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
EDUCATION PROGRAM
Family Programming
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

4
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
BEST SMALL SHIP
Celebrity Flora®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

Flights on Us (“Offer”): Cruise must be booked between 8/01/22 and 10/31/22 („Offer Period“). Offer applies to select 10, 11 and 16 night Galapagos cruise packages aboard Celebrity 
Flora, Celebrity Xpedition, and Celebrity Xploration departing between 8/06/22 and 12/29/24 (“Offer Package”). Offer includes economy or business class round trip air fare valued 
at up to $750 per person, including air taxes and fees, departing from US or Canadian gateways, booked via Flights by Celebrity. Offer applies to the first and second guest in the 
stateroom for new individual bookings, is subject to availability, subject to change, capacity controlled, non-transferable, combinable with Loyalty Discount, and the Galapagos 
Savings Offers, and may be withdrawn at any time without notice. 

Air must be booked via Flights by Celebrity during the Offer Period. Offer applies to round-trip air travel to/from U.S. and Canadian gateways.  To redeem, guest must purchase a 
qualifying Offer Package and book round-trip air travel with Flights by Celebrity by calling 1-800-533-7803; cruise booking number required to purchase air travel. Promo name 
FLYGALAPAGOS. Guests in the same stateroom may book different flights. Guests with independent air arrangements may choose a $500 per person cruise fare savings instead of 
airfare via Flights by Celebrity.  Promo name GALAPNOAIR.

Cancellation of Air Tickets: Air tickets may be purchased on a non-refundable or refundable basis and are each subject to the cancellation terms of the applicable airlines and Flights 
by Celebrity. If a non-refundable air ticket is cancelled, the amount of the air ticket will be added to the reservation to be covered by the guest known as “Offer Credit Recapture”. If air 
tickets are purchased on a refundable basis, the Offer Credit Recapture does not apply. 

Single occupancy guests paying 200% cruise fare are eligible for Offer and will qualify for air fare valued at $750 or $500 cruise fare savings. Offer open to residents of the United States 
or Canada. Refer to Cruise Ticket Contract for additional terms and conditions. Celebrity reserves the right to cancel the Offer at any time, correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions, 
and change or update fares, fees and surcharges at any time without prior notice. ©2022 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

*

On behalf of Cruise Planners and our friends at Celebrity Cruises, 
Tom and Ted wish to take a moment to say thank you for your support 
throughout the year. Whichever holiday you Celebrate this season we 

wish you a safe, happy one and good health in the coming year!!

Happy Travels,
TnT 

B O O K  T O D A Y !

Candice Lavoie, Owner/Master StylistCandice Lavoie, Owner/Master Stylist

895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn
Located in the rear of Dunkin DonutsLocated in the rear of Dunkin Donuts

774-420-6156774-420-6156

Ladies & GentsLadies & Gents
Hair HouseHair House

Tuesdays...$9 Haircuts
Walk-ins Welcome!

work finally paid off,” he said. “But, 
I was not satisfied as I still had 
to take part in the New England 
Tournament and that day I was not 
feeling great. I lost my two matches 
to the kid who ended up finishing 
second and the kid I beat in the 
semi-finals at the All-States.”

Now that he has put a lot of 
championships on his resume, 
he still has work to do come next 
winter, his senior season. Ayotte 
wants to repeat what he did this 
year while adding New England 
Champion to that resume as well 
as setting the record for wins at 
Shepherd Hill; a record his older 

brother Ethan holds. Sawyer cur-
rently sits at 116 wins over his first 
three seasons and finds himself 
one win behind his older brother’s 
record and two from owning it. 

Following high school, Ayotte 
would like to wrestle for a Division 
1 college, but if that is not an op-
tion he’ll take what ever is offered 
to him. 

 “I want to go out and become 
the best wrestler that I possibly 
can, while never quitting,” he said. 

If his past off seasons have been 
any indication of how he’ll do 
in his senior year; Shepherd Hill 
may be looking at a back-to-back 
All-State Champion that may even 
become the first ever New England 
Champion at the high school.

WRESTLING
continued from page 8

Bartlett High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame Inductees for Class of 2024
The 11th Annual Induction 

Ceremony for the Bartlett 
High School Athletic Hall of 

Bartlett High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame will be held at 6 p.m. 
on  October 26 at the Richard A. 
Nowak Gymnasium, St. Joseph 
School, 50 Lincoln Street, Webster. 

The new class of inductees 
includes 11 individual athletes, 
one  contributor and a team. The 
following inductees are:

Paul Love, Class of 1928; David 

Oleszewski, Class of 1965; Charles 
Satti, Class of  1967;  James “Jamie” 
Hetherman, Class of 1979;  Mark 
Begreen, Class of 1980; Joanne 
Starosta Grzembski, Class of 1988;  
Heather Mortell Gustafson, Class 
of 2007;  Shawn Gatto, Class of 
2015;  Alexander Givens Perry, 
Class of 2015; Tyler Davern, Class 
of 2017; Anthony Grzembski, Class 
of 2017;  John Bialy, Contributor;  
Boys Track Team, 1993.

A detailed listing of the sports 

played and accomplishments will 
follow at a later date. The Com-
mittee will host a golf tournament 
at 1 p.m. on  Saturday, June 22 at 
the Harrisville Golf Course, 125 
Harrisville Road, Woodstock, Con-
necticut.

For information regarding the 
induction or golf tournament, 
please contact Athletic Director 
Anthony Paranto, 508-943-8552 
ext.34028.

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Financial Wellness and Student Checking Account Launch
Savers Bank is proud to announce 

the launch of its Financial Well-
ness Program, aimed at provid-

ing financial education and resources 
to members of the community. As 
part of our commitment to fostering 
financial empowerment, we are also 
introducing a new student checking 
account product, Propel Student 
Checking, designed to help children 
12 and over learn money manage-
ment skills from an early age. 

The Financial Wellness Program 
serves as a comprehensive hub for 
individuals seeking to enhance 
their financial knowledge. Whether 
you›re looking to better understand 
budgeting, savings, investments, or 
retirement planning, the available 
tools offer a wealth of educational 
materials, calculators, and coaches 

to help navigate the complexities of 
personal finance with confidence.

 In addition to serving indi-
viduals, Savers Bank is dedicated to 
supporting businesses and non-
profit agencies in their efforts to 
provide financial wellness resources. 
Through partnerships with Savers 
Bank, local businesses and non-
profits can co-brand with Savers 
Bank and utilize the Financial Well-
ness Program materials to engage 
with their employees and commu-
nities to show their commitment to 
their financial wellness. 

 Furthermore, we are excited to 
introduce Propel Student Checking, 
a specialized checking account tai-
lored specifically for students. 
With features such as a customized 
debit card and mobile and online 

banking capabilities with parental 
controls, Propel Student Checking 
is designed to help young people 
develop responsible money habits 
early on and lay the foundation for a 
lifetime of financial success. 

“At Savers Bank we recognize the 
importance of financial literacy in 
empowering individuals and com-
munities to achieve their financial 
goals,” said Alan Melidossian, SVP 
Marketing, Retail Banking & Sales. 
“We are thrilled to launch our 
Financial Wellness Program and 
Propel Student Checking account in 
time for Financial Literacy Month 
as part of our ongoing commitment 
to promoting financial wellness in 
the communities we serve.”

 For more information about our 
Financial Wellness Program, Propel 

Student Checking account, or to in-
quire about partnership opportuni-

ties for businesses and non-profits, 
please visit saversbank.com.
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• Concrete
• Asphalt

PUBLIC SCALE: 
You bring your items — Weigh in and pay as you go!

• Bulk Items
• Leaves & Grass

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday: 8am - 4pm   •  Saturday: 8am -12pm

279 Douglas Road • Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-234-2920

• Dirt
• Brush & Stumps

• Residential Curbside Pick-up
• Commercial Pick-up
• House Clean-outs
• Bulk Pickups
• Demolition
• Dumpsters 
• Roll-offs

Residential & Commercial • Dumpsters • Haul-aways • Public Scale

• Brown Mulch• Black Mulch

    Comingthis Spring!

(For pickup)
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www.tomberkowitztruckinginc.com • info@berkowitztrucking.com

279 Douglas Road • Whitinsville, MA 01588
508-234-2920

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm • Saturday 8am-12pm

•Dumpsters •Demolition •Roll-offs
PUBLIC SCALE: You bring your items - Weigh in and pay as you go!

•Concrete •Bulk Items •Dirt •Asphalt •Leaves & Grass •Brush & Stumps

SNOW DUMP 
AVAILABLE

STUMP and CONCRETE REMOVAL ROLL OFFS or BRING TO US!!!
TRANSFER STATION AVAILABLE

RSVP: wma.us/preview

For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG.

Learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty and students.

Tuesday, April 30
6-7 p.m.

PREVIEW
NIGHT
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL

Join us for the
Wilbraham & Monson Academy

MIDDLE SCHOOL PREVIEW
Middle School building

UPPER SCHOOL PREVIEW
Mattern Science Center

Movie Night at the Museum with Silent Movie 
Entertainer Richard Hughes
Experience one of the greatest films from the Golden Age of Silent Movies with Clara Bow, the quintessential 
‘flapper girl,’ in “IT” at the Samuel Slater Experience museum

On Friday, April 19, the silent 
movie era of the 1920s will 
come alive at Samuel Slater 

Experience when silent movie 
entertainer Richard Hughes pres-
ents “IT.” 

A pianist and historian, 
Hughes will share the adventure, 
drama, romance, and comedy 
which characterized the silent 
movies of the Roaring Twenties.

This show is a trip back in 
time. The first part begins with 
movie clips from newsreels, car-
toons, slap stick comedy clips and 

clips of groundbreaking movies. 
Audience members will have 

an opportunity to synchronize 
sound effects like a wind ma-
chine, locomotive sounds, a slap 
stick, ahooga horn, and more to 
these movie clips.

Then we will screen “IT,” star-
ring Clara Bow with her leading 
man Antonio Moreno. Now if 
you don’t know what “IT” is, 
come and get “IT” because “She’s 
Got “IT.” In fact, there was a 
popular song called “She’s Got 
It” that Richard will sing before 

accompanying the film. 
Clara Bow grew up as a tom-

boy, loved sports and could out-
pitch and out-hit all the neigh-
borhood boys in baseball. She 
attended PS111 in Brooklyn and 
then graduated from an all-girls 

high school where she excelled in 
athletics. With all of her fam-
ily problems, Clara escaped to 
Coney Island, Luna Park and 
Dreamland in summers. After 
all, it was only a street car ride 
away. She probably would have 
become an athletics instructor if 
that newspaper ad for a chance 
to become an actress wasn’t 
published. Her father encouraged 
her to fill out the application and 
include a picture, which he paid 
for.  Although she was one of 300 
contestants at the audition, her 
self-confidence, determination, 
and ambition won her first place. 
With persistence and just being 
a pest around the studio agency, 
she got a small part in a local 
movie which started her career. 

By 1929, she rose to stardom and 
was the most popular actress at 
the box office. Not bad consid-
ering she was just 24 years old. 
Come and get some of This … I 
mean “IT”.

What goes around, comes 

around … Taylor Swift has just 
issued her new release with a 
song in the final track position 
entitled Clara Bow. 

Admission is free. Popcorn 
and seltzer will be available for a 
donation.  

Night at the Museum: Silent 
Movies with Richard Hughes at 
the Samuel Slater Experience, 
31 Ray Street, Webster, Mass., 
Friday, April 19, from 5:30 -7:00 
p.m., is sponsored by the Webster 
Cultural Council.  Reservations 
are encouraged at samuelslater-
experience.org. 

About Samuel Slater Experience
Samuel Slater Experience, 

which opened in March 2022, 
employs state-of-the-art 4-D 
digital technology to tell the 
story of Samuel Slater, the begin-
nings of the American Industrial 
Revolution, and the founding of 
Webster, Massachusetts, in the 
early 19th century.   

The museum is located in the 
former National Guard Webster 
Armory at 31 Ray Street, Webster, 
Massachusetts, and open to the 
public year-round. Daily Sched-
ule: Fridays & Saturdays: 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Sunday: Noon to 4 
p.m. Ticket purchases for school 
trips, private events, and groups 
can be arranged directly with 
staff.

 For more information and 
tickets, visit samuelslaterexperi-
ence.org

Silent movie entertainer Richard Hughes demonstrates sound effects.
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MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

V  A  P  O  R
772 Quinebaug Rd., Quinebaug, CT 06262

(860) 497-0097
ExileVaporCT@gmail.com

Conveniently located a few hundred feet from the MA border

Always fully stocked with FLAVORED
dispos, e-liquid and ALL coils and pods!

Same great service and knowledge as my
previous store, Bay State Vapor from Auburn, MA

Webster Senior Center Happenings
5 Church Street
508-949-3845
The Senior Center will be closed 

Monday, April 15.

ONGOING EVENTS:
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 

-1 0:30 a.m . Chair Dancing with 
Forty Arroyo. The perfect workout 
for any fitness ability. $3 per class.

Mondays 10:00 a.m. KNIT/
CROCHET Mezzanine Level

Tuesdays 12:30 p.m. BINGO in 
the main activity room. Please ar-
rive early to allow time to buy your 
sheets! Bingo sheets are not sold 
after 12:45 p.m.

Wednesdays 1 p.m.  PROGRES-
SIVE PITCH in the Main Activity 
room

Thursdays, 10 a.m. Koffee 
Klatch. Get together to view tv 
series and events

Thursdays, 1 p.m. 13 Card Pitch 
and Cribbage in the Main Activity 
Room

Fridays 1 p.m.  Mahjongg

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Ice Cream Social sponsored by 

Webster Manor on Thursday, April 
18 at 12 p.m. Sign up at the front 
desk.

Movie Matinee will feature 
“Oppenheimer” in two parts. Part 
1 – Monday, April 22 at 1 p.m. 
Part 2 - Monday April 29 at 1 p.m.  
Running time 3 hours. Rated R.

Refreshments will be served. 
Sign up at the Senior Center.

The story of American scientist 
J. Robert Oppenheiner and his role 
in the development of the atomic 
bomb.

Friday, April 26 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Free blood pressure screening at 
the Senior Center

Friday, April 26 10 a.m. Friends 
of the Webster Senior Center 
monthly meeting

LUNCH is served Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays Thursdays, Fridays at 
11:30 a.m. 

Donaton of $3.00 is appreciated.
Please call 2 days in advance to 

reserve or to cancel a meal.
Mass Health application as-

sistance available on Fridays 
from 9 – 11 a.m. at the Webster 
Senior Center. Call 508-949-3845. 
Assistance is  also available by ap-
pointment at the Tri-Valley office 
in Dudley from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 1 – 4 
on Wednesdays.

SCM ELDERBUS
124 Southbridge Rd.
Charlton MA 01507
1-800-321-0243
Call for trips two business days 

before.
Out of Town Medical
Wed., Thurs., Fri.
Worcester / Auburn
10:00 am—12:00 pm

12:00 pm—2:00 pm
Webster-Dudley to Walmart: 

2nd and 4th Thursday of
the month 11:00 am-1:00pm In 

Town Mon.-Fri.
Shopping, Medical & Work
First Pick Up 8:30 am
Last Pick Up 3:00 pm
No charge through June 2024.

HOUSE NUMBERS THE WORCESTER 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

House Numbering Program will 
create a custom wooden sign with 
your house number free of charge. 
One sign per senior household.

Please stop by the Webster Se-
nior Center or give us a call if you 
are interested in having a house 
number sign made for you.

Webster Select Board 
Candidates Forum
Hear candidates for the Select 

Board discuss what they will 
bring to the job if elected to 

the board. The event will take place 
from 6:30 – 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 2 at the Gladys E. Kelly Public 
Library, 2 Lake Street, Webster. 

There are two opening on 
Webster’s board : one 3 year term 

and one 1 year term. The invited 
candidates are Scott Dziedzik for a 
three year seat; Elaine Davies for a 
one year seat and Kaitlin Morin for 
a one year seat.

The public is invoted to this 
forum that is sponsored by the 
Webster Democratic Town Com-
mittee.

Webster Veterans
The Webster/Dudley Veterans Council would like to recognize both Paul 

and Kathleen Gilbert, owners of Kapa Foods of Webster, MA and Thomas 
Wilson, Band Director of Shepherd Hill Regional High School, for their un-

wavering support to our local Veterans. Each plays an integral part in the success 
of our events. 

- Terence Conville
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LIVING WITH LUKE  amyleclaire@hotmail.com

•Boarding 
•Grooming
•Daycare

Book Now 
for Spring 

and Summer 
Vacations!

Now accepting 
new grooming & 
boarding clients

265 Dudley River Road, Southbridge, Mass.

We cater to 
dogs and cats
Nail Trims $15

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding
Luxury Suites Available

Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

WWW.TLCPETHAVEN.COM
Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones

A Mother’s Love 

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Something was different. 
Something wasn’t adding up. 
I’m never up at 5 a.m. Nor do 

I shuffle down the stairs carrying a 
bright yellow container. Luke lifted 
his nose and sniffed out the truth. 
My dental retainer case would 
be the last to reach my suitcase. 
“Where’s Mom headed?”

“I’ll be back, Luke. I’ll be back. 
I’m going to miss you so much.” 
I kissed his head and embraced a 
bittersweet moment. I was headed 
for sunny Florida—no dog includ-
ed. Would he be okay without me? 
Would the men of the household 
provide him with weekly playdates, 
surprise excursions and the daily 
assurance that he can sit outside 
on the front step as long as he’s a 
good boy? 

“Daddy and Ben are going to 
stay with you, Luke.” He lifted his 
nose, skeptical. 

Would they remember Luke’s 
shows? 

I gazed out the window on the 
way to the airport. The sky was 
dark, unforgiving. I wasn’t sup-
posed to be awake this early. The 
song “Don’t Cry Out Loud” by Me-

lissa Manchester, blared from the 
radio.  Would Luke learn how to 
hide his feelings and keep it all in-
side? A lump settled in my throat. 
A dog will not leave our sides. Yet 
here I was leaving mine for a cheap 
stretch of sunshine.   

A smooth flight led to an even 
smoother transition to the out-
doors. Blue sky greeted me with a 
holiness that rallied New England 
greys. I felt optimistic about Palm 
Sunday and my pre-Easter vaca-
tion, while my parents pulled up 
to the sidewalk. We drove fur-
ther away from home routines. 
Leisurely beach days gave way to 
dancing nights, poolside family 
reunions and sunny spirits. I fol-
lowed Luke on his Instagram site 
(@livingwithlukevalentino) and 
sipped pina coladas. Luke offered 
up a virtual smile from his perch 
at a picnic table at Charlton’s Tree-
house Brewery. “Love you, Luke.” I 
sighed. Life was good. 

Until it wasn’t
The report rained down on me 

like a New England storm, four 
days following my kitchen depar-
ture. 

“Luke gets a D- today for his 
behavior with Rosie.” Daddy’s text 
was flat, lacking in tone.

Oh no! Luke has been an A 
student since he learned how to 
come when called at 8 weeks! Luke 
aims to please and is the most 
well-behaved of all my dogs! What 
happened? The tale of a dog unable 
to hide his feelings in the absence 
of his mother came to me through 
a series of elaborate text messages 
and one sorry phone call. Here’s 
the story.

I had scheduled a playdate 
for Luke and Rosie at our house. 
Nothing new there. Rosie’s Dog 
Mom, Kara, was one of Luke’s 
favorite people. An energetic and 
kind-hearted schoolteacher, Kara 
typically manages playdates with 
a special dose of curriculum. She 
encourages turn-taking with out-
door toys, allows for competitive 
games of fetch, and stands by for 
rounds and rounds of Chase in the 
yard. Doodle and Golden, Rosie 
and Luke, gallop freely around the 
perimeter of my yard. Their col-
laborative speeds (and the energy!) 
is both fascinating and remarkable 
to watch. They exchange roles with 
profound dog communication. 
Luke jumps on Rosie’s back. Rosie 
snarls then grabs Luke’s favorite 
toy, a squeaking Santa, to assert her 
status. Luke remains patient but 
hits a wall after some time “You’ve 
had him the whole time, Rosie. 
My turn!” He barks at his friend’s 
cheek again. She bounces off him 
and tests her limits, crossing into a 

neighbor’s yard. “We’re supposed to 
stay with our moms, Rosie.” Luke 
sits like a king with a dirty face and 
waits for her to come back. 

That cold March Monday was 

different. 
Luke approached the mailbox, 

paused, and sniffed. Was he hop-
ing to find a letter from me—a 
message to say that, perhaps, I 
was on my way home? We’ll never 
know for sure. Nevertheless, he 
turned to the street and did the 
unimaginable. He raced towards a 
truck and apparently the decision 
was conscious!  “Get back here, 
Luke! It’s not worth it!! You have 
too much going for you!!” Warrior 

Rosemary lunged at Luke and bit 
his ear. Hard.  “Get back into your 
yard this instance!” Her bark was 
grave, furious even.

Luke barked back. “Leave me, 

alone, Rosie!! You have your mom. 
I don’t!” Thankfully, the driver, 
aware of looney Luke’s behavior, 
slowed to a crawl. Unfortunately, 
a dog feeling abandoned wasn’t 
through feeling sorry for himself. 
He dashed away, finally landing at 
the fox den beneath our neighbor’s 
shed. “At least they’ll love me here.”  

LUKE
continued on page 15 

Luke waits his turn

Rosie takes a turn with the Santa toy

Momma is home!



April 12, 2024  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   13

REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

43 East Main Street
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50 Years Real Estate 
Experience 

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704
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774-230-3500 • 508-943-6960
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103 W. Main Street, Dudley • 508-949-1439
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There won’t be a wave of 
foreclosures in the housing market
My team often gets asked 

about…when are the fore-
closures coming as a result 

of the pandemic? We always re-
spond, “we hope never”.  But here 
is the response from some of our 

lender 
friends. 

There 
won’t be 
a wave of 
foreclo-
sures 
in the 
housing 
market. 
When 
mortgage 
forbear-
ance 

plans were first announced and 
the pandemic surged through 
the country in early 2020, many 
homeowners were allowed to 
pause their mortgage payments. 
Some analysts were concerned 
that once the forbearance pro-
gram ended, the housing market 
would experience a wave of fore-
closures like what happened after 
the housing bubble 15 years ago.

Here’s a look at why that won’t 
happen.

1. There are fewer homeowners 
in trouble this time. After the last 
housing crash, over nine mil-
lion households lost their homes 
to a foreclosure, short sale, or 
because they gave it back to the 
bank. Many believed millions of 
homeowners would face the same 
thing again this time. However, 
today’s data shows that most 
homeowners exited their forbear-
ance plan either fully caught up 
on payments or with a plan from 
the bank that restructured their 
loan in a way that allowed them 
to start making payments again. 
The latest data from the Mort-
gage Bankers Association (MBA) 
studies how people exited the 
forbearance program from June 
2020 to November 2021.

Here are those findings:

• 39% left the program paid in 
full

• 20% made their monthly 
payments during the forbearance 
period

• 12% made up all past-due 
payments

• 7% paid off the loan in full
• 44% negotiated work-out 

repayment plans
• 29% received a loan deferral
• 14% received a loan modifi-

cation
• 0.8% arranged a different 

repayment plan

• 0.6% sold as a short sale or 
did a deed-in-lieu

• 17% left the program still in 
trouble and without a loss mitiga-
tion plan in place

2. Those left in the program 
can still negotiate a repayment 
plan. As of last Friday, the total 
number of mortgages still in 
forbearance stood at 890,000. 
Those who remain in forbearance 
still have the chance to work out 
a suitable plan with the servicing 
company that represents their 
lender. And the servicing com-
panies are under pressure to do 
just that by both federal and state 
agencies.

3. Most homeowners have 
more than enough equity to 
sell their homes. For those who 
can’t negotiate a solution and the 
16.8% who left the forbearance 
program without a work-out, 
many will have enough equity 
to sell their homes and leave the 
closing with cash instead of fac-
ing foreclosures. Due to rapidly 
rising home prices over the last 
two years, the average homeown-
er has gained record amounts of 
equity in their home. 

4. There have been far fewer 
foreclosures over the last two 
years. One of the less reported 
benefits of the forbearance pro-
gram was that it allowed house-

holds with financial difficulties 
prior to the pandemic to enter 
the program. It gave those home-
owners an extra two years to get 
their finances in order and work 
out a plan with their lender. That 
prevented over 400,000 foreclo-
sures that normally would have 
come to the market had the new 
forbearance program not been 
available. Otherwise, the real 
estate market would have had to 
absorb those foreclosures. 

5. The current market can 
easily absorb over a million new 
listings. When foreclosures hit 
the market in 2008, they added 
to the oversupply of houses 
that were already for sale. That 
resulted in over a nine-month 
supply of listings, and anything 
over a six-month supply can 
cause prices to depreciate. It’s 
exactly the opposite today. Total 
housing inventory at the end of 
November amounted to about 
1.11 million units, down almost 
10% from October and down 
over 13% from one year ago (1.28 
million). Unsold inventory sits at 
a 2.1-month supply at the current 
sales pace, a decline from both 
the prior month and from one 
year ago.

A balanced market would have 
approximately a six-month sup-
ply of inventory. At 2.1 months, 
the market is severely under-
stocked. Even if one million 
homes enter the market, there 
still won’t be enough inventory to 
meet the current demand. If you 
have real estate needs, contact a 
member of the Marzeotti Group 
or a trusted real estate profes-
sional. 
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THE CAR DOCTOR  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA  • 508-736-9482 • anythingautowebster.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS

SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR

KNOCKS & NOISES

AFTER MARKET
HEATING/COOLING

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

OIL CHANGES

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

PProfessional Car Cleaning rofessional Car Cleaning 
Motorcycles & BoatsMotorcycles & Boats

218 Worcester St., 218 Worcester St., N. GraftonN. Grafton
774-272-0815774-272-0815

www.catacchioautodetail.comwww.catacchioautodetail.com

Time to WASH OFF winterTime to WASH OFF winter
and give your car aand give your car a

DEEPDEEP
CLEAN!CLEAN!

Over 
40 years in
business

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change

“Where  Spring  Dost Sprung  Forth  For  The  Valley“Where  Spring  Dost Sprung  Forth  For  The  Valley!!””

U-KNIGHTED

Several possible causes for 
sudden deceleration
Q. My father listens to your 

radio program and said 
to reach out to you with a 

question. My husband’s car sud-
denly slowed down. It has hap-
pened twice on the highway, he’ll 
be driving the slowdown happens, 
he pulls over to the breakdown 
lane, and the car barely moves. Any 
ideas? 

A. This could be the result of 
a weak fuel pump, faulty 
sensor, or even the begin-

ning of a catalytic converter issue. 
It could also be a bit of a driver 
error. In many cars today, if your 
left foot brake or your foot lands on 
the brake pedal while still on the 
accelerator the car will lose power 
for several seconds and then return 
back to normal. 

Q. I’m the keeper of six cars, 
one boat and a Quad in my 
family and you recommend-

ed a scan tool in the past and it has 
worked out well. One of the scan 
tool functions is a battery test. It 
seems okay, and will state good or 
bad, but I want to see more. I want 

to read amp ratings and would like 
to test the boat and Quad battery, 
any thoughts?  

A. The tester we use at AAA 
is made by B2Q and is very 
accurate, but pricey and the 

one I would always recommend for 
a professional. Recently I have been 
using a battery tester from Topdon 
(a company I never head of until 
they sent me one) The tester is the 
Topdon BT100 and I have tested 
several good batteries and about a 
dozen “bad” batteries. My test-
ing included a 12-volt Prius AGM 
battery, marine batteries, full sized 
AGM batteries and conventional 
batteries and so far, the testing is 
quite accurate when compared 
to more expensive tools. The one 
possible shortcoming is that the 
readings are not temperature 
compensated, which could mean 
that batteries tested at very hot or 
very cold temperatures may not be 
as accurate as a 70 degree day. This 
tester is about $60 and recently 
sells refurbished online for $30. 

Q. I was wondering if you had 
any insight on this recall. I 
received a recall notice on 

my 2013 Hyundai Elantra back 
in October.  The recall number is 
NHTSA 23V651000.  It relates to 
the antilock brakes and brake fluid. 
As of today, Hyundai still does not 
have a fix for this. Have heard any-
thing, or do you have any insight 
on this, i.e., why it’s taking so long 
for them to find a fix for it?

A. The majority of the notifica-
tions went out in Novem-
ber, and it isn’t unusual for 

the repair parts to take six months 
or more to ramp up. An example in 
our family we have a 2015 Volk-
swagen with an airbag recall. The 
recall is over a year old and just 
now the dealers are starting to have 
parts available for the repair. The 
recall on your car has to do with 
fluid leaking internally into the 
antilock brake system and there 
is a possibility of an electrical fire. 
Looking at the recall information, 
the repair looks relatively simple 

and similar 
to one I had 
on my own 
car where 
the dealer re-
placed the antilock brake fuse and 
fuse box cover. I would call the 800 
number for Hyundai customer as-
sistance to get an update, since this 
repair seems relatively simple. If 
there is any consolation of the 3.3 
million Hyundai and Kia vehicles, 
there have been 22 cases of smoke 
or fire, and no injuries or crashes. 
Although it’s a safety recall and it 
should absolutely be performed, 
the chance of something happen-
ing based on the case numbers are 
very low.   

Q. I am hoping you can help 
me with a reoccurring 
problem I have with my 

2009 Chevy Malibu.  The head-
lights are constantly not work-
ing.  First one will not go on and 
then the other one will not work.  
We have changed the wires and 
tightened up the bulbs, but it still 
happens.  The lights are not dead 
because if I press the unlock but-
ton on the car, both headlights 
will go on.  But if I start the car 
usually one of them will go out 
again.  Your help would be greatly 
appreciated.

A. The connectors to the head-
lights (low beams) have been 
especially problematic. After 

checking them for signs of melting I 
would check the four fuses, associ-
ated wiring, and ground connec-
tions.  Although each headlight has 
its own power supply, the four bulbs 
share two grounding points. I would 
remove those ground wires and 
clean the connections of any rust 
and corrosion.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over forty years’ experi-
ence and is an ASE-certified master 
technician. He will answer readers’ 
questions each week. Email your 
questions to jpaul@aaanortheast.com. 
Follow John on Twitter @johnfpaul and 
friend him on Facebook at mrjohnf-
paul.
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING  dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

LUKE
continued from page 12

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm
OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889

ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 
for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Call today 
for a FREE 
estimate.

Over 300 Colors in 
Actual Slabs

 in Yard

ALL MARBLE & GRANITE 
SLABS ON SITE

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury 
 1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 

37 Years
 In Business 

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 
 Fri. & Sat. 9-4

Can you save too much for a 
rainy day?
“Save for a rainy day” is an 

old piece of advice — and 
a good one. But is it pos-

sible to save too much?
 To begin with, what defines a 

“rainy day” in terms of financial 
needs? It 
could be 
any number 
of things: a 
temporary 
loss of em-
ployment, a 
major home 
or car repair, 
a large 
medical bill, 
and so on. 

If you did not have the money 
readily available to pay for these 
types of expenses, you might 
be forced to dip into your IRA, 
401(k) or other retirement 
accounts, incurring taxes and 
possible penalties, as well as 
lowering the amount of money 
you’d have available for retire-
ment. And that’s why it’s a good 
idea to build an emergency fund 
containing up to six months’ 
worth of total expenses, with the 
money kept in a liquid, low-risk 
account that’s separate from the 
accounts you use for your daily 
spending needs.

An emergency fund is valuable, 
but many people may be over-
funding it. And while this isn’t 
the biggest financial mistake one 
can make, it could result in some 

missed opportunities.
For one thing, when you keep 

money in a low-risk account, 
you can generally count on your 
principal being protected, which 
means the money will be there 
for you when you need it —but 
the flip side is that this money 
likely won’t grow very much, if at 
all. And if you’re going to achieve 
your long-term goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement, you need 
your investment portfolio to pro-
vide you with significant growth 
potential within the context of 
your individual risk tolerance. So, 
any excess dollars kept in your 
rainy-day fund might be used to 
help fuel some growth-oriented 
investments.

You could also use these dol-
lars to help diversify your invest-
ment portfolio. If you only owned 
one type of investment, your 
portfolio could take a big hit if 
a market downturn affected just 
that asset class. But by owning a 
mix of stocks, bonds, government 
securities and other investments, 
you can help reduce the impact of 
market volatility. (Keep in mind, 
though, that diversification, by 
itself, can’t protect against all 
losses.)

Still, before deciding on what 
to do with extra money you 
might have in your emergency 
fund, how will you know if you 
indeed have too much? Up to six 
months’ worth of total expenses 
may be adequate for most people 

— but everyone’s life is different. 
For example, if you have reason 
to believe your employment — or 
that of your spouse — may be in 
jeopardy in the near future, or if 
you anticipate the need for some 
renovations to your home, but 
not for a year or so, you might 
want more than six months of 
expenses tucked away in your 
emergency fund. Also, once 
you’re retired, you may well want 
to keep a year’s worth of expenses 
in the fund. If you need cash, 
you don’t want to be forced to 
sell investments when their price 
may be down, especially since 
you have less time for them to 
recover. 

Ultimately, when thinking 
about how much to keep in your 
emergency fund, review your 
situation carefully and weigh as 
many variables as you can. And 
if you do decide your rainy-
day fund is abundant, use any 
“overflow” in a way that can help 
you keep moving toward your 
financial goals.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert Street, 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.  Edward Jones 
Member SIPC

The scene of a suicidal Luke 
played out viscerally in my mind 
as the story was told. My heart 
sank. Luke needed his mother. 
The men in my household did a 
tremendous job caring for him, 
even walking him three times per 
day. Still, something was miss-
ing. I needed to call my pup. ‘Put 
Luke on speaker phone!” (I was 
afraid Facetime might be coun-

terintuitive) “Hi Luke! Are you 
having a good day?” I spoke in the 
doggie voice he knew and loved. 
“Mummy’s coming home soon!” I 
envisioned the tilt of his curious, 
blockhead while he reconciled my 
voice through the phone. A call 
was okay, though pale in compari-
son to our in-person reunion.

“Luke!! I missed you so much! I 
dashed into the kitchen, tossed my 
bag aside, and planted myself on 
the floor. Luke grabbed his red-hot 
chili pepper, whimpered (over-
joyed), and circled my lap. “Not 

gonna’ lie, things have been rough, 
but I’m so glad you’re back!!!” We 
settled down on his family room 
bed just like old times. Luke licked 
my face, chewed his bone, and fell 
back into old habits. 

A Mother’s love is irreplaceable. 
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TALES FROM BEYOND  tomdagostino.com

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Abram’s Rock
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

 

This story is from our upcom-
ing book, Ghosts of King 
Philip’s War due out on 

July 22, 2024. The book is filled 
with legends, ghosts stories, and 
haunted places from the war and 
subsequent skirmishes that took 
place years after the last treaty 
was signed. If you are looking for 
a nice small hike with a lot of his-

tory and perhaps a ghost, Abram’s 
Rock is the perfect place to visit.  

   At the outset of King Philip’s 
War, several tribes chose to re-
main neutral for various reasons. 
Most of the converted, or praying 
Indians sided with the English. 
Members of the warring tribes 
often dissented and pledged their 
allegiance to the colonies much 
like the Tories of the American 

Revolution pledged their al-
legiance to the throne instead of 
fighting for independence from 
the mother country. This is the 
legend of one of those dissenters 
during King Philip’s War called 
Abram by the English.

   Abram was a renegade Chris-
tian praying Indian who deserted 
the Wampanoags during the 
conflict in favor of siding with 

the English. Abram became very 
close friends with the English, so 
much so, that there were rumors 
circulating among the Wampa-
noag that he even had an English 
girlfriend. This made Philip, 
whose real name was Metacom, 
very angry as Abram knew much 
of Philip’s plans and strategies 
regarding the proposed annihila-
tion of the enemy. Philip sought 
to take Abram back and sent a 
search party out to find him. 

   In the meantime, Abram had 
found a towering rock he used as 
a hiding place and lookout. The 
west side of the large boulder had 
a natural room formed by other 
large boulders. This was where 
he lived in seclusion for several 
months until he was found and 
captured. Philip, being merciful 
at the time, gave him a chance to 
live. Abram was given the choice 
of leaping from the massive 
formation three times or instant 
death. Abram chose to take a 
chance and leap from the rock. 
Some historians argue Abram 
voluntarily performed the act as a 
testament of his loyalty to Philip.

   Tradition says he successfully 

completed the first and second 
leaps unscathed, but the third one 
became his demise. Legend has it 
that his ghost can be seen leaping 
from the rock, then appearing 
again at the top for another leap. 
The third time the ghost attempts 
to leap, he vanishes. Perhaps he 
is still trying to complete the task 
he failed. 

   Whether a hike out to the 
rock reveals a ghost or not should 
not deter one from soaking up 
the history and atmosphere of the 
place.

   Abram’s Rock is in Village 
Park behind the Swansea Town 
Hall and Library complex at 81 
Main St. The trail leading to the 
rock is easy and there are signs 
to follow. One trail heads straight 
toward the site while another 
takes hikers past the cemetery in 
a more circular route that is both 
pleasant and scenic. The natural 
room formation is still there and 
is called “Abram’s Bedroom” as 
that is where he allegedly lived 
during his months of hiding.

SOUTHWICK’S ZOO PHOTO CONTEST

ILLUSTRATIO
N BY RO

W
AN KAPLAN/M

ASSACHUSETTS CO
LLEGE O

F ART AND DESIGN

localtownpages

By entering this contest, you are providing consent for Southwick’s Zoo and Our Town Publishing (the publishers of The Yankee Xpress/Blackstone Valley Xpress,  
Free Press and the newspapers of Local Town Pages) to use your photo(s) for print, digital and social media purposes,  

and allowing Southwick’s Zoo and Our Town Publishing to contact you via email for this promotion or upcoming promotions.  
Only one winner per household. Cannot be an employee or family member of Southwick’s Zoo or Our Town Publishing to win.

In 2025, Southwick’s Zoo will be celebrating In 2025, Southwick’s Zoo will be celebrating 
60 years of family fun! Share a photo of your 60 years of family fun! Share a photo of your 

favorite memories at Southwick’s Zoo favorite memories at Southwick’s Zoo 
for a chance to win a family four-pack of for a chance to win a family four-pack of 

general admission passes for the 2024 season general admission passes for the 2024 season 
and make some new memories! and make some new memories! 

Contest begins April 1, 2024. Contest begins April 1, 2024. 
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HOMEOWNERS
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QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

www.TheBirdStoreandMore.com

4 Cedar Street, 
Sturbridge, MA
508-347-BIRD

Loads of 
styles to 

choose from!

Attract your Bluebirds 
with Nest Boxes.

SPRING IS HERE!Ralph Crowley Jr. to deliver Nichols 
College Commencement Address
Pitter to receive honorary degree

Nichols College has announced 
that Ralph Crowley Jr., 
president and chief executive 

officer of Polar Beverages, will give 
the Commencement Address at the 
2024 commencement exercises on 
Saturday, May 4.

Mr. Crowley has led Polar, found-
ed in 1882 and the largest privately 
owned sparkling beverage bottler in 
the country, since 1992. Under his 
leadership, Polar has grown from 
an $18M to a $1B enterprise. Polar 
made several key acquisitions of 
manufacturing facilities that accel-
erated the growth of the company, 
including Adirondack Beverages 
in Scotia, New York, Polar South of 
Fitzgerald, Georgia and Polar Texas 
Bottling in Temple, Texas. Polar 
also gained significant market share 
through the distribution of seasonal 
Polar Seltzer flavors while concur-
rently embracing heritage recipes, 
such as Polar Orange Dry and Birch 
Beer, that reflect the company's 
roots.

Mr. Crowley was instrumental in 
bringing the Worcester Red Sox to 
Central Massachusetts and serves 
on the organization's Board of 
Directors. The Woo Sox play their 
home games in Polar Park. He and 
his siblings also own Wachusett 
Mountain Ski Area in Princeton, 
Massachusetts. He is widely known 
for his philanthropic leadership in 
Worcester and beyond and serves 

on numerous nonprofit boards and 
advisory councils.

Mr. Crowley received a BA from 
Bowdoin College and an MBA from 
Clark University. He will receive an 
Honorary Doctorate in Business 
Administration, as will Amy Pitter, 
former chief executive officer of the 
Massachusetts Society of Certified 
Public Accountants.

Ms. Pitter led MassCPAs from 
2015 until her retirement in Decem-
ber 2023. The organization rep-
resents 11,000 accounting profes-
sionals across the Commonwealth, 
including those serving in public 
accounting, business, government, 

nonprofit and education. As CEO, 
Ms. Pitter developed programs to 
help accounting professionals pros-
per, while building the pipeline of 
accountants and increasing diversity 
in the profession.

Prior to her stint as CEO, Pitter 
served as commissioner of the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Revenue. 
She boasts more than 25 years of 
experience helping government 
agencies transform their businesses. 
She earned a BA from Connecticut 
College, an MA in accounting from 
Northeastern University, and a JD 
from New England School of Law.

Bartlett's Student Industry Connects winners 
Webster Middle School 

students Madisyn Derie, 
Angela Sarfo, Ava Reed, 

and AJ Perron whose projects were 
selected by industry profession-
als in the One8 Applied Learning 
Hub’s Student Industry Connects 
(SIC) program. Students in Bartlett 
High School’s Innovation Career 
Pathways (ICP) Programs of Ad-
vanced Manufacturing and Health-

care & Social Assistance programs 
along with Webster Middle School 
PLTW Gateway STEM classes sub-
mitted twenty-nine projects to SIC. 
Over 650 projects were submitted 
from 51 schools in Massachusetts! 
Later this spring, all student teams 
will receive personalized written 
feedback from industry profession-
als along with a virtual classroom 
visit from an engineer, data 

scientist, biomedical engineer or a 
product designer.

Eryk and Michael, HS Engineer-
ing award winners, submitted their 
Automatic Guided Vehicle (AGV) 
project and the industry volunteers 
were impressed by their hard work, 
creative solutions, and polished 
presentation.

Here’s what one volunteer said: 
“Great job on your project! The 

report was well organized, easy 
to read, and contained a good 
description of the engineering 
process.” They both won sum-
mer internships with Work-Based 
Learning Alliance.

Madisyn, Angela, Ava, and 
AJ were PLTW Gateway award 
winners for the exceptional “AR 
Helping Hand”

project they submitted. Here is 

what one volunteer said: “You all 
did an amazing job planning and 
drafting the car. I was amazed at 
the finished car and the decora-
tions are so cute. Your team did a 
great job. The creativity and inge-
nuity of the design is unmatched.” 
In recognition of their achieve-
ment, Medtronic will host their 
class for a visit to their robotics 
R&D center in Boston this spring.

Dudley appoints new director to oversee the 
Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library 
Nicole Messier brings to the 

Pearle L. Crawford Memorial 
Library more than 10 years of 

experience in public libraries and 
three years of experience as librar-
ian at Charlton Elementary School. 

The Charlton resident of more 
than 20 years assumed the role of 
director at the Pearle on February 
21. 

“The Library Trustees felt 
that the combination of Nicole’s 

previous library knowledge and 
experience, combined with her 
enthusiasm and energy, made 
her the right choice for Pearle’s 
new Library Director,” Library 
Trustee Patricia Korch said. “Now 
that the library is fully staffed, we 
look toward moving forward with 
expanded offerings that will benefit 
the community.” 

Messier holds a Bachelor of 
Business Administration and a 

Master of Library Information 
and Studies, which is a special-
ized program for skills in building 
community outreach and devel-
oping library advocacy. “There is 
something special about a public 
library, especially a small public 
library,” Messier said. “They offer 
us a chance to really connect with 
residents and bring value to the 
community.” 

The Pearle offers many great ser-

vices like hotspots, eBooks, eAu-
dio, newspapers, DVDs, museum 
passes and programming galore. 

“Gone are the days when a li-
brary is all about books, and being 
ssssshhhh’d,” she added. “They are a 
place for providing access to infor-
mation, and promoting literacy but 
it’s also about offering an inviting 
and welcoming space that people 
want to visit. Every community 
deserves a place to learn, explore, 

work, inspire, or connect. A place 
that is attentive to everyone’s needs 
whether that’s attending a toddler 
story time, aiding members in ca-
reer readiness, or providing access 
to technology. The possibilities are 
endless!” Messier plans to focus on 
increasing services and trying out 
some new ones like digital literacy 
training and a Library of Things 
where you can borrow items like a 
drill or a metal detector. 
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Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for 
publication. Email your calendar or event 
notice to news@theyankeexpress.com. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 13
• St. Peter Parish in Northbridge is having 
a Ham Dinner on Saturday, April 13 th 
starting at 5:30 pm in the Parish Hall. Bring 
you family and friends for a wonderful meal 
and meet some new friends. Tickets are $17 
per dinner and include salad and dessert. 
To go meals will be available for pick up at 
5:00pm and all orders must be purchased in 
advance. “Pay It Forward” purchase an extra 
dinner and we will deliver it to someone 
in need in our local community. Please call 
the parish office at 508-234-2156 or email 
parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org to pur-
chase tickets or if you have any questions.
• Meet author Ann Watt, whose de-
but book is a nursing memoir titled, 
“When Being a Nurse Was Fun: Tales From 
My Life as a Nurse”, on Saturday, April 13, 

1-2:30 p.m. at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 
East Main Street, Webster. This book sign-
ing and presentation is free to attend and 
signed books will be available for purchase. 
For more information or to RSVP, call 
508-949-6232 or email deb@booklovers-
gourmet.com. Ann lived in Worcester for 
a few years and was employed by UMass/
Memorial at the University campus. 
The book starts with a few stories about her 
nursing training and employment at UMass.
• The First Congregational Church of Dudley 
(aka Dudley Hill Church, 135 Center Road) 
will host a turkey supper on Saturday, April 
13, 2024. There are 2 seatings, one at 5 
pm and the other at 6:15 pm. The meal 
is served family style with a menu which 
includes turkey, stuffing, mashed potato, 
turnip, squash, gravy, cranberry sauce, 
bread & butter, and golden gingerbread 
with homemade whipped cream. The price 
is $18 for ages 13 and up, $10 for children 
ages 6 - 13, and free for those ages 5 and 
under. Reservations are RECOMMENDED as 
there is limited seating. To make a reserva-
tion, please call 508-943-7320. Leave your 
name, telephone number, time of seating 
(5 or 6:15), and the number of adults/chil-
dren you are reserving for.

THURSDAY, APRIL 18
• At 7 pm at Vaillancourt Folk Art, 9 Main 
Street, Manchaug Village, Sutton. Christine 
Watkins, Sutton Historical Society, will 
tell the story of the devastating 1924 
Manchaug Village fire on its 100th anni-

versary which burned over 10 acres, left 25 
percent of the Village population homeless, 
destroyed the retail section of the village, 
and made national news.  This presentation 
will include photos, newspaper summaries, 
and eyewitness accounts.  Come hear how 
a small community, with the help of gener-
ous neighbors, persevered over a tragedy. 
•Learn everything about growing “Daylilies 
in the Garden” at the Sutton Garden Club 
meeting at 7 p.m. at the A.L. Gendron Post 
414, 156 Boston Post Road, Sutton. Adel 
Keohan will be presenter.
• Sutton Historical Society’s first speaker 
presentation at 7 pm at Vaillancourt Folk 
Art, 9 Main Street, Manchaug Village, 
Sutton. Christine Watkins, Sutton Historical 
Society, will tell the story of the devastat-
ing 1924 Manchaug Village fire on its 100th 
anniversary which burned over 10 acres, 
left 25percent of the Village population 
homeless, destroyed the retail section of 
the village, and made national news.  This 
presentation will include photos, newspa-
per summaries, and eyewitness accounts.  
Come hear how a small community, with 
the help of generous neighbors, persevered 
over a tragedy. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
• Home Baked Ham & Bean Supper, April 
20, 2024 at 5:00 pm in the Community 
House, 8 Court St, Uxbridge located behind 
the Uxbridge Town Common. Sponsored 
by the Uxbridge Congregational Church. 
Menu includes baked ham, home baked 

beans, potato salad, coleslaw, brown bread, 
beverages & dessert. Donation of $13.00 
per adult, children under 6 free. Raffles 
will also be available. For reservations call 
508.244.7849 Limited tickets will be sold at 
door. Come enjoy great food and fellowship.

SATURDAY, MAY 4
• The Millbury Nature Trails Committee will 
host an Arbor Day Tree Planting Event at 9 
a.m. at the Brierly Conservation Area. Help 
plant trees and mark a new trail. Rain date 
is May 11. To register, visit the Nature Trails 
Facebook page.
• 9th Annual Family Fun Fishing Day  - 
Open Sky Community Services and the 
Blackstone River Watershed Association 
are excited to co-host the 9th Annual Fam-
ily Fun Fishing Day at Riverbend Farm 
in Uxbridge along with our partner 
organizations, the Blackstone River National 
Heritage Corridor Volunteers-in-Parks 
Program, Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation & Recreation, Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife. This year’s 
event will be held on Saturday May 4 from 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. with a rain date of Sunday, 
May 5. Prizes offered in four different age 
groups will be awarded at 1:15 p.m. There 
will be activities for the whole family, as 
well as food and ice cream for purchase, 
free face painting and raffles. All ages and 
ability levels are welcome.  Fishing poles, 
bait and instruction will be available with 
pre-registration and participants are wel-
come to bring their own. This is a catch and 

release event for everyone from first time 
fishers to experienced anglers. Adults must 
accompany children under 12. Volunteer 
opportunities are available at openskycs.
org/fishingvolunteers. Pre-registration will 
open starting April 5 at thebrwa.org/
familyfishing2024. This is a FREE event, but 
pre-registration is required. Please contact 
Joanne Holahan at 508-278-5200 with any 
questions.
• At 7 pm at Vaillancourt Folk Art, 9 Main 
Street, Manchaug Village, Sutton. Christine 
Watkins, Sutton Historical Society, will 
tell the story of the devastating 1924 
Manchaug Village fire on its 100th anni-
versary which burned over 10 acres, left 25 
percent of the Village population homeless, 
destroyed the retail section of the village, 
and made national news.  This presentation 
will include photos, newspaper summaries, 
and eyewitness accounts.  Come hear how 
a small community, with the help of gener-
ous neighbors, persevered over a tragedy. 
• Sutton Historical Society’s first speaker 
presentation at 7 pm at Vaillancourt Folk 
Art, 9 Main Street, Manchaug Village, 
Sutton. Christine Watkins, Sutton Historical 
Society, will tell the story of the devastat-
ing 1924 Manchaug Village fire on its 100th 
anniversary which burned over 10 acres, 
left 25percent of the Village population 
homeless, destroyed the retail section of 
the village, and made national news.  This 
presentation will include photos, newspa-
per summaries, and eyewitness accounts.  
Come hear how a small community, with 

The Indian Ranch Box Offi  ce is open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 10AM - 3PM. Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508.943.3871. 
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfi eld. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

For complete schedule and tickets, visit 
www.IndianRanch.com

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD • WEBSTER, MA

TICKETS
ARE ON

SALE NOW!

MORE SHOWS TO BE ANNOUNCED!

AUGUST 3 • 1PMAUGUST 2 • 7PM AUGUST 4 • 1PM AUGUST 9 • 7PM

AUGUST 18 • 1PMAUGUST 11 • 1PM AUGUST 24 • 1PM SEPTEMBER 7 • 1PM

JUNE 22 • 1PM JUNE 23 • 1PMJUNE 15 • 7PMJUNE 1 • 1PM JUNE 9 • 1PM

JULY 25 • 7PM JULY 27 • 1PMJUNE 30 • 1PMJUNE 29 • 1PM JULY 7 • 1PM JULY 21 • 1PMJULY 14 • 1PM
JULY 13 • 1PMSOLD OUT!

JULY 20 • 12PM

Leppard DEF LEPPARD tribute

East Coast Alice Alice Cooper tribute

Everybody Wants Some Van Halen tribute

Raise Your Hands Bon Jovi tribute

Back In Black AC/DC tribute

HOURS:
Wednesday - Friday (4PM - 9PM)

Saturday (12PM - 9PM)
Sunday (12PM - 8PM)

TICKETS, RESERVATIONS, AND MORE INFO, VISIT

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
LAKESIDE DINING • 200 GORE ROAD • WEBSTER, MA

APRIL 13 • 8PM

MAY 12 • 10AM

APRIL 19 • 7:30PM

MAY 24 • 8PM
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        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

72 East Main St., 
Webster

508-949-6232 
Books • Coffee • GiftsBooks • Coffee • Gifts

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10-5, Wed. 10-6 • www.bookloversgourmet.com 
Shop online: bookshop.org/shop/bookloversgourmet

CELEBRaTE SPRING!

 ANY (1)  ANY (1) 
GARDENING/GARDENING/

NATURE BOOKNATURE BOOK
(in stock only, exp. 4/30/2024)

Try a Lavender 
Latte or Soda

$1 OFF 
with this ad - exp. 4/30/24

Visit our website or 
follow us on Facebook 

for fun events!

offoff2020%%  
the help of generous neighbors, persevered 
over a tragedy. 

SATURDAY, MAY 11
• Rough Seas, Safe Harbor: Wings of Song
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Church 16 East 
Main Street, Webster, 7:30 p.m.
Admission to concerts is free, with a freewill 
offering collected at intermission.
“Rough Seas, Safe Harbor” will take audi-
ences on a huge sea voyage, much of it 
aboard a whaling ship that might have left 
New Bedford, Mass. in, say, the 1850s, and 
sailed practically around the world, separat-
ing crew members from their families for as 
long as four years.
These concerts are sponsored in part by the 
Monson and Sturbridge Cultural Councils, 
local agencies supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, a state agency. Wings 
of Song is grateful for this support—and 
for the continued support of their many 
faithful audience regulars, supplemented 
by first-timers whom we’re always glad 
to see!
Anyone needing more information is 
encouraged to email Music Director Cooke 
at nymcooke@gmail.com or Wings of Song 
President Carol Curtin at carolcurtin77@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 18
• 4:00pm Bethel Lutheran Church/Grace 
Ministries of Auburn will be performing 
music concert "Peace & Praise" as they
continue to celebrate their Centennial An-
niversary.  The program will include present 
as well as many past organists/music direc-
tors, choir members & musicians including 
hymns/anthems/contemporary music 
by choir embers, bell choir and children's 
performances.  A reception will follow. All 

are welcome to either attend or participate 
in this festive, free-will offering event. For 
more information contact Adam Hanks at 
arhanks42385@hotmail.com.
• Save the date! Sutton Garden Club is 
pleased to announce that our Annual Plant 
Sale will be held on Sutton Common on 
Saturday, May 18th, 10am - 12Noon. SGC 
members will be dividing and potting up a 
variety of perennial plants from our gardens 
in preparation for the sale. Proceeds from 
the Plant Sale fund our community efforts, 
including our Scholarship Fund, plantings 
and maintenance at the Bandstand and 
Manchaug Square during the summer, 
decorations and wreaths for the Bandstand 
and Commons at Christmastime and also 
helps fund our Gardening programs during 
the year. Updates regarding the Plant Sale, 
including any in case of severe weather, will 
be posted on our Facebook page, https://
facebook.com/SuttonGardenClub

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
• Saint Peter’s Parish in Northbridge will be 
holding a Yard Sale on Saturday, June 1st , 
7:30am to 3:00pm in the parish hall. If you 
are moving, spring cleaning or just have 
too much clutter, bring us your gently used 
items for our yard sale. You may drop-off 
your donations every Saturday from 10:00-
1:00pm April through May, starting on 
Saturday, April 6th at the parish garage. We 
are accepting kitchen items, home goods, 
toys, sporting goods, books, small furniture
items, clothing for donation and much 
more. Please see our website for a
complete list of what we are accepting. You 
may also call or email the parish
office, if you have any questions: 508-234-
2156 or email: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.
org.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
• Please join us for our Annual Community 
Yard And Plant Sale! As we’ve done in the 
past, we will rent spaces and tables, plus 
we’ll do all the advertising and remember, 
our prime location can’t be beat! Spaces 
Are $25 For Non-Members. Tables Are 
Available To Rent For $5 Each. Last year our 
Community Yard Sale and Plant Sale was 
so successful that we had to implement a 
wait list! We anticipate the same level of 
interest again this year, so don’t delay in 
reserving your spot. We are very excited at 
the thought of gathering, again, with our 
church family and our neighbors on the 
church’s front lawn. Call the church office, 
508-832-2845, to reserve your spot! All are 
welcome! First Congregational Church of 
Auburn, 128 Central Street, Auburn.

HIKES WITH BLACKSTONE VALLEY 
HERITAGE CORRIDER HIKES
The following is a list of hikes in Massachu-
setts being led by volunteer Trail Ambas-
sador Phil. Phil’s hikes begin at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, April 20: Castle Hill Farm Hike, 
Whitinsville
Saturday, May 4: Mendon Town Forest Hike, 
Mendon
Saturday, May 18: Wallis Pond Loop Hike, 
Douglas
Saturday, June 15: Douglas State Forest 
Hike, Douglas

Proclamation for the 100th Anniversary of National Coin Week

The American Numismatic 
Association (ANA) is a non-
profit, federally chartered 

educational organization that has 
sponsored National Coin Week 
since 1924. The theme for 2024 is 
“A Hobby for a Changing World: 

100 Years and Counting.” Coins, 
paper money and related objects 
have long been used to com-
memorate notable people, places 
and events throughout history; 
and the designs on United States 
money tell the story of our coun-

try’s history, and help form our 
national identity.

Local coin clubs across the 
country are celebrating National 
Coin Week by sharing their hobby 
with others. In our community, the 
Blackstone Valley Coin and Col-

lectibles Club  of Uxbridge and the 
Nipmuc Coin Club of Oxford are 
ANA member clubs dedicated to 
promoting numismatics.

Senator Ryan Fattman and the 
Massachusetts Senate have issued 
a citation for these clubs in sup-

port of National Coin Week from 
April 21-27, 2024 and thanks 
the clubs for celebrating with 
exhibits and activities to increase 
the knowledge of numismatics 
and promote the joy of collecting 
coins and paper money.

Grange talks history of dyeing
From Aboriginal dug ochres to 

19th century American labora-
tory experiments, humans have 

utilized Mother Nature’s gifts (and 
in some cases exploited to extinc-
tion) to adorn themselves, create 
socioeconomic tiers, and decorate 
their environments. The Speakman 
Sisters draw from that history to 
rediscover historic colors and to 
create new shades from historic 
techniques and material.

On Tuesday, April 9 at 6 p.m., 
Jen Wood of the Speakman Sisters 
shares her years of experience in 
dyeing fabric at Dudley Grange, 
139 Center Rd, next to Nichols 

College. Come hear some interest-
ing stories behind some of your fa-
vorite colors and how they helped 
to shape human history.

Wood has been a knitter, cro-
cheter and yarn dyer for more than 

two decades, has a BA in anthro-
pology, and has had her work 
featured in a wide range of places, 
including the NE Fiber Festival, 
Worcester’s StART on the Street 
festival, and Sturbridge’s own Har-
vest Festival for several years now.

After her talk, the Grange will 
be honoring Ellis “Cappy” Bate-
man and Sylvia Bates for their 
50 years in the Grange with the 
Golden Sheaf, and Mrs Bates for 
65 years atop that. Mr Bateman 
passed away earlier this year, so 
the Grange is also Draping its 
Charter in his memory.
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CChhoooossee  MMoorrrriisssseettttee  &&  SSoonn  aass  yyoouurr  iinnssttaalllleerr,,  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee::
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years

(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor)
-Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan

-Rebates through MassSave & MassCEC ((MMaassssCCEECC  rreebbaatteess  eexxppiirree  33//2200//1199!!))
--Extended Labor Warranty Available

-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about HUGE

rebate opportunities through MassSave!

© 2013 Mitsubishi Electric

AMERICA’S #1 
SELLING BRAND OF 

DUCTLESS

© 2015 Mitsubishi Electric

Heat the rooms you live in …  
without wasting energy on 
the rooms you don’t.

Uses 25-50% less energy 
to heat your home.

Employs allergen filtration 
to reduce germs, bacteria 
and viruses.

Provides year-round 
comfort that keeps you 
cool in the summer too.

Requires no ductwork, 
so installation is quick  
and easy.

THERE’S A SMARTER 
WAY TO HEAT ANY 

ROOM THIS WINTER.

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ttooddaayy  ffoorr  aa  nnoo  ccoosstt  
iinn--hhoommee  aasssseessssmmeenntt!!

NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

Serving the Blackstone Valley and Serving the Blackstone Valley and 
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countythe Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,

 NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

7 Day rental

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICERUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle 

Spring Spring 

Cleaning!Cleaning!


