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By Angela Underwood

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 
(MPG) - The Oakland 
Athletics have changed 
their dugout location and 
it’s at 400 Ballpark Drive, 
West Sacramento. 

Known as the A's, the 
Major League Baseball 
team will call Sutter 
Health Park home for the 
next three seasons in West 
Sacramento before moving 
into a new stadium on the 
Las Vegas Strip in 2028. 
The A’s are moving, fol-
lowing failed negotiations 
with the City of Oakland 
about a new lease for the 
coliseum there. 

“The A's look forward 
to making Sutter Health 
Park their home for the 
next three years through 
the move to Las Vegas,” 
an Oakland Athletics 
spokesperson told the West 
Sacramento News Ledger 
on April 5. 

The home of the West 
Sacramento River Cats will 
become the interim venue 
for the A's, beginning with 
the 2025 Major League 
Baseball season. Mayor 
and Chair of the Financing 
Authority Martha Guerrero 
shared her excitement over 

the partnership. 
“We’re delighted to wel-

come the Oakland A’s and 
Major League Baseball to 
West Sacramento,” said 
Mayor Guerrero. “This is 
a great honor, and we’re 
looking forward to hosting 
visiting MLB teams and 
fans from throughout the 
region at our beautiful ball-
park along the Sacramento 
River.”

As a former affiliate of 
the A's, “there are many 
shared connections with 
the River Cats, its play-
ers and the wonderful fan 
base in West Sacramento," 
according to the Oakland 
Ath le t ics  spokesper-
son, who added, “The A's 
extend their appreciation to 
the Kings and the City of 
West Sacramento for host-
ing the A's.” 

West Sacramento City 
Manager Aaron Laurel 
said West Sacramento is 
ready for the professional 
baseball team, noting that 
Sutter Health Park's loca-
tion offers stunning views 
of Tower Bridge and down-
town Sacramento. 

“As the City of West 
Sacramento  prepares 
to welcome the A's, 

The A’s are Coming to Town

Here is the Sutter Health Park entrance, which will welcome thousands of Oakland A's fans 
now that the Major League Baseball team will call West Sacramento home temporarily. Photo 
courtesy of West Sacramento

Continued on page 3

California 
Launches 

Youth Suicide 
Prevention 
Campaign

MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO REGION (MPG) 
- Suicide was the second 
leading cause of death 
among youth ages 10 to 25 
years in California between 
2018 and 2022, with youth 
ages 10 to 18 experiencing 
a more than 20% increase 
in suicide rates from 2019 
to 2020 according to the 
California Department of 
Public Health.

“Young Californians are 
facing a mental health cri-
sis like never before,” said 
California Department of 
Public Health Director and 
State Public Health Officer, 
Dr. Tomás J. Aragón. 
“While this crisis has been 
growing for years, the pan-
demic put a spotlight on 
the issue, especially those 
in marginalized and under-
served communities. This 
(‘Never a Bother’ cam-
paign directly addresses 
this crisis with educa-
tion, tools and resources 
informed and co-created 
by diverse young people 
across the state.”

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of Public 
Health stresses that sui-
cide prevention can only 
be effective when everyone 
is part of the solution. That 
includes learning how to 
support yourself, a friend 
or a youth in your care 
before, during and after a 
crisis; telling a friend or 
youth in your care that they 
are never a bother; and 
encouraging them to reach 
out for help when needed. 

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) recently 
launched the “Never a 
Bother” campaign, a youth 
suicide-prevention pub-
lic awareness and outreach 
campaign for youth, young 
adults, parents, caregivers 
and allies. 

The campaign to address 
youth suicide incorporates 
input from more than 400 
Californian youth, and 34 
youth-serving commu-
nity-based organizations 
and tribal entities with 
oversight by the state 
Department of Public 
Health’s Office of Suicide 
Prevention. 

California is invest-
ing $4.7 billion so every 
Cal i fornia  up to  25 
years old has increased 
access to mental health 
and substance use sup-
ports. The Never a Bother 
youth suicide-preven-
tion campaign is a major 
component of this invest-
ment in California’s youth, 
according to the public 
health department.

While suicide is a risk 
within every population, 
according to the “Never 
a Bother” campaign, 

Continued on page 3

Amy’s Cafe Feeds 
Residents for 22 Years

Story and photo  
by Andrew Rose
 
RIO LINDA, CA (MPG) - For 
22 years, Rio Linda’s res-
idents have delighted in 
Chinese cuisine from 
Amy’s Café, a family 
business operated under 
the watchful eye of Amy 
Wong. 

Wong grew up in a 
restaurant atmosphere as 
both her mother and father 
were chefs in their own 
establishment there. They 
emigrated to the United 

States 34 years ago, land-
ing in Sacramento, and 
Wong’s parents picked 
up their cooking trade as 
chefs at a former Chinese 
restaurant. 

Wong’s passion for the 
restaurant business con-
tinued to bloom. A dozen 
years after her family’s 
arrival to the United States, 
she mentioned the notion 
of running the Wongs’ own 
family business and Amy’s 
Café was born. 

“My parents said to go 
ahead and do it,” Wong 

reminisced.
The trio scouted out 

locations in the Sacramento 
area, eventually coming 
across the building on M 
Street in Rio Linda and 
have been there ever since. 
Amy’s Café’ is located at 
750 M St. in Rio Linda. 

It was indeed a bold 
leap, Wong maintains, ini-
tiating a business from 
scratch. 

At first, hamburgers 
were included on their 
menu but Wong made the 
decision to concentrate 

solely on Chinese food. 
Such laser focus is, she 

claims, a main reason why 
Amy’s Café is the go-to 
place for Chinese cuisine 
in Rio Linda. 

When asked what keeps 
customers returning, Wong 
replies, “the food.” 

She appreciates her 
devoted customers and 
Amy’s Café is closed 
only two days of the 
year, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Day. 

While she has five 

Amy Wong serves up delicious Chinse cuisine and a smile at Amy’s Café, 750 M St., Rio Linda.

Continued on page 3
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Fire & Water - Cleanup & RestorationTM

SERVPRO of North Highlands/Rio Linda

(916) 991-1522
www.servpronorthhighlandsriolinda.com

Email: office@servpro10057.com
5704 Dry Creek Road, Rio Linda, CA 95673

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
REMEDIATION & REPAIR

Mold, Water & Fire Damage
• Commercial & Residential

• Trained, Uniformed Professionals • Complete Move-Outs
• Restoration Vendor for Insurance

RESTORATION:
• Fire, Smoke, and Soot • Water Removal & Dehumidification

• Mold Mitigation & Remediation • Catastrophic Storm Response
• Move-Outs and Contents restoration • Electronics and Equipment

• Document Drying• Contents Claim Inventory Service

CLEANING:
• Air Ducts & HVAC • Carpet, Upholstery, Drapes

• Deodorization • Biohazard, Crime Scene & Vandalism
• Ceilings, Walls and Hard Floors

Services may vary by location

A+
RATING

PROFESSIONAL

COVID
CLEANING SERVICE

Have Questions? Call 
Today (916) 991-1522

4750 BELOIT DRIVE, 4750 BELOIT DRIVE, 
SACRAMENTO / FD-2352SACRAMENTO / FD-2352

(Off  Interstate 80, Exit Marysville/Raley Blvd.)

www.affordablecremationofsacramento.com

Compassion, Care,Compassion, Care,
Dignity and respectDignity and respect

We promise honest, upfront pricing
Never be overcharged or misled 

• We invite comparisons 
to our services and facilities.

• Pre-planning and pre-payment services.
• Guaranteed Pricing.

(916) 469-0866(916) 469-0866 Call 24 hours

  $1,090   Dignifi ed Cremation

$3,190   Traditional Funeral

UC Davis Health Successfully Implants 
TriclipTM System to Repair Leaky Heart Valve
UC Davis Medical Center is one of the first sites nationwide to treat 

tricuspid regurgitation using a minimally invasive catheter system

UC Davis Health News 
Release
 
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- UC Davis Health cardi-
ology team members are 
among the first in the coun-
try to treat patients with 
tricuspid regurgitation, or a 
leaky heart valve, by using 
a groundbreaking catheter. 

The minimally invasive 
procedure, a transcath-
eter edge-to-edge repair 
(TEER), is made possible 
with a new medical device 
called the Abbott TriClip™ 
system. 

UC Davis  Medica l 
Center is one of the first 
sites nationwide to have 
commercial  access to 
TriClip and is the first hos-
pital in Western United 
States to utilize the sys-
tem since it was approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) last 
week. UC Davis also hosted 
clinical trials for the proce-
dure in 2023.  

“We are excited to offer 
our patients this novel treat-
ment that offers meaningful 
improvement in quality of 
life without the high proce-
dural risk often associated 
with tricuspid surgery,” said 
Gagan D. Singh, associate 
professor of cardiovascular 
medicine and the surgeon 
who performed the first pro-
cedure at UC Davis Medical 
Center. 

Tricuspid regurgitation 
is a condition in which the 
tricuspid valve of the heart 
fails to close completely. 
This can allow blood to leak 
backward into the atrium 
from the tricuspid valve, 
causing the patient’s heart 
to pump harder to move 

blood through the valve. 
Tricuspid regurgitation 

affects an estimated 1.6 mil-
lion Americans. Symptoms 
include active pulsing in 
the neck veins, enlarged 
liver, fatigue and swelling 
throughout the body. 

Current nonsurgical treat-
ments include diuretics 
(medicines that help remove 
excess fluid and salt) and 
drugs aimed at easing 
symptoms. Left untreated, 
tricuspid regurgitation can 
lead to atrial fibrillation, 
heart failure, kidney disease 
and even death. 

“Severe tricuspid regur-
gitation is a debilitating 
condition that is associated 
with substantial morbid-
ity,” said Jason H. Rogers, 
professor of cardiovascu-
lar medicine. “Patients with 
tricuspid regurgitation are 
extremely high risk for any 
type of surgical interven-
tion, so historically they 
have just been monitored 
and treated with diuretics.” 

Tricuspid transcathe-
ter edge-to-edge repair 
procedure 

The human heart has four 
valves, and if any of them 
leak, there is no univer-
sal way to repair them. For 
example, the mitral valve 
can be repaired with a cath-
eter-based system. But the 
same catheter can’t be used 
on the tricuspid valve due 
to the valve’s location, thin-
ness and variability. 

The new system is 
designed specifically for 
the tricuspid valve’s posi-
tion, location and shape.  
With the patient under gen-
eral anesthesia, the device 
is delivered to the heart 
through a catheter, starting 

in the groin and guided by 
X-ray and ultrasound. Once 
in place, the clip brings 
together portions of the 
leaflets (flaps of the valve), 
improving the seal and 
reducing the leaking.

The device was tested 
for its safety and clini-
cal efficacy as part of the 
TRILUMINATE Pivotal 
trial.  UC Davis Health was 
one of the sites with the 
highest enrollment rates in 
the national trial.  

“This minimally invasive 
approach allows the heart to 
pump blood more efficiently 
and relieve symptoms of tri-
cuspid regurgitation,” said 
Rogers, who will be per-
forming additional tricuspid 
TEER procedures. 

A leader in transcathe-
ter edge-to-edge repair 

UC Davis Health has 
been a leader in transcath-
eter edge-to-edge repair 
for nearly two decades.  In 
addition to the transcath-
eter tricuspid valve repair 
procedure, the medical cen-
ter’s cardiac services offer 
several minimally invasive 
catheter-based mitral valve 
procedures. 

“Being one of the first 
centers in the country to 
offer commercial availabil-
ity of the TriClip system 
is a true honor and a tes-
tament to the outstanding 
team-based approach to 
patient care at UC Davis 
Health,” added Singh. “The 
UC Davis Structural Heart 
Team is among the best and 
most comprehensive in the 
nation. Our mission of pro-
viding complete, efficient 
and high-quality care to the 
patients we care for is what 
drives us to lead the field.”�

SAFE Credit Union 
News Release

FOLSOM, CA (MPG) - A 
$15,000 community grant 
awarded by SAFE Credit 
Union is aiding many res-
idents in the Sacramento 
region to live safer and 
fuller lives.

The credit union recently 
awarded the funds to 
Rebu i ld ing  Toge ther 
Sacramento’s Safe at 
Home program dedicated 
to preventing seniors and 
those with disabilities 
from experiencing falls at 
home. The program’s vol-
unteers and staff build and 
install free safety improve-
ments to the homes of 
qualifying area residents 
including ramps, railings and 
grab bars.

“We have an aging pop-
ulation in the Sacramento 
area that are finding it 
harder and harder to do 
the things they love. 
Much of that is because 
they can’t get in and out 
of their homes safely,” 
says Rebuilding Together 
Sacramento Executive 
Director Bonnie Patterson. 
“Donors like SAFE Credit 
Union allow us to help 
more and more people. We 
are very, very thankful to 
have received this grant.”

In 2023, Safe at Home 
volunteers and staff helped 
623 area individuals in 
400 homes in El Dorado, 
Sacramento, San Joaquin 
counties and in West 
Sacramento.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, one in 
four older adults over 65 
experienced a fall in 2020 
– equating to an average of 
3 million subsequent visits 
to emergency rooms each 
year. The CDC also reports 

that at least one out of five 
falls can cause serious inju-
ries resulting in adverse 
quality of life situations for 
patients, including diffi-
culty getting around, doing 
everyday activities, and 
living independently.

“SAFE Credit Union has 
a long history of helping 
improve the health of resi-
dents through philanthropy 
in the communities we 
serve,” says SAFE Credit 
Union Vice President of 
Community Relations 
and Financial Education 
Rebecca Delmundo. “This 
grant exemplifies that, and 
we are so glad to have been 
able to support such a time-
tested nonprofit.”

Founded  in  1991 , 
Rebu i ld ing  Toge ther 
Sacramento works to fill 
the need and enhance 
affordable housing for 
older adults and those with 
disabilities.  

“If you go in and install a 
handrail or a grab bar, a lot 
of times the folks are just 
so grateful and so thank-
ful and are just delightful 
people,” says Safe at Home 
volunteer Dan Ward of 
Carmichael. “It’s good just 
helping folks out.”

Volunteer Stan Jones of 

the Greenhaven-Pocket 
area says he has put in hun-
dreds of grab bars in the 
12 years he’s worked as 
a volunteer. “The clients 
are very grateful for the 
help that they receive, and 
our work prevents falls,” 
Jones says.

Rebuilding Together 
Sacramento’s grant was 
one of two grants selected 
by a public vote to receive 
$15,000. Foster Youth 
Education Fund also 
received a $15,000 grant 
for its program support-
ing former foster youth 
in the Sacramento region 
with financial scholarships, 
as well as laptops for stu-
dents enrolling or attending 
a college, university or 
trade school.

To find out more about 
Rebu i ld ing  Toge ther 
Sacramento or to volun-
teer, visit: https://www.
rebuildingtogethersac-
ramento.org/. For media 
information about the non-
profit, contact Rebuilding 
Together  Sacramento 
Resource Development 
and Marketing Manager 
Liz Godfrey at (916) 455-
1880 ext. 9, or lgodfrey@
rebuildingtogethersacra-
mento.org.� 

SAFE Grants $15,000 to Program 
Dedicated to Preventing Falls

Safe at Home volunteers Dan Ward, of Carmichael, and Stan 
Jones, of the Greenhaven/Pocket area, install a handrail for a 
Sacramento resident in need of safer step way. Photo courtesy of 
SAFE Credit Union
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excitement is building among residents and 
businesses alike,” Laurel said.

According to Laurel, the beer garden 
Drake’s BARN and the French-inspired 
wine bar Franquette across the street from 
the stadium are two businesses that will 
benefit from the A’s new location.

“There are also several other restau-
rants along West Sacramento’s Third Street 
corridor within walking distance of the 
ballpark,” Laurel said. “Together, with our 
neighbors across the river in Sacramento, 
there will be no shortage of amenities 
available to A’s fans and those from visit-
ing teams.”

Yolo County Supervisor Oscar Villegas, 
who governs the Sutter Health Park region 
and serves with Mayor Guerrero on the 

Financing Authority board, said he is proud 
to support the temporary relocation of “this 
fantastic franchise” to West Sacramento. 

“Hosting the Athletics in Yolo County 
represents a significant opportunity for 
economic growth and community enrich-
ment,” Villegas said. “I am confident that 
this will foster a profound sense of commu-
nity among our residents.” 

Residents now have two mascots to be 
proud of, with A’s mascot, Stomper, join-
ing Dinger and Sacramento River Cat’s 
mascot. The A’s have captured nine World 
Series titles, including four since moving to 
Oakland in 1968. 

“We’re prepared to accommodate the 
A’s and the River Cats to ensure a seamless 
transition for both teams and their fans,” 
Laurel said.� 

NAWBO-CA Announces 
Propel 2024 Conference

NAWBO News Release
 
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The National 
Association of Women Business Owners, 
California (NAWBO-CA) is excited to 
announce the Propel 2024 Conference, 
taking place at the Kimpton Sawyer Hotel 
in Sacramento, CA, from April 29 to 30. 
Themed "Elevate, Transform, Advocate," 
this two-day event aims to inspire and 
empower women business owners and 
emerging leaders through education, net-
working, and advocacy.

Conference highlights for  
2024 include:

The keynote speaker will be Olympian 
Chaunté Lowe, offering inspiration 
from her athletic and personal journey. 
Esteemed guests include Tara Lynn Gray 
Director of the California Office of the 
Small Business Advocate (CalOSBA), 
NAWBO National, CEO, Jen Earle 
and incoming National Chair, Dr. Janis 
Shinkawa, Medical Director and Partner 
of Ohana Pet Hospital and National Board 
Member Amber Wallace.

The event will be held in a new venue, 
enhancing the event experience with a 
fresh location.

There will also be a black-tie awards 
ceremony celebrating NAWBO-CA’s 
2024 Woman Business Owner of the Year 
in addition to outstanding contributions of 
women entrepreneurs. 

Additionally, there will be Advocacy 
Day at the Capitol, which is an opportunity 

for participants to engage in advocacy 
efforts, making their voices heard in a 
meaningful setting.

The conference is accessible to all. 
This year, Amy Graves was appointed 
to be NAWBO’s first-ever Accessibility 
Director. 

The conference will feature powerful 
speakers, interactive breakout sessions, 
and opportunities for attendees to engage 
directly with local legislators. 

“Attending NAWBO CA Propel isn't 
just about expanding your network; it's 
about expanding your horizons. It's a 
transformative journey where your busi-
ness gains insights and opportunities, 
while you, as a leader, evolve and grow. 
In this empowering space, collabora-
tion fuels creativity, knowledge cultivates 
confidence, and together, we rise, both 
in business and in self,” said Melissa 
Northway, NAWBO CA President. 

Attendees can look forward to hands-on 
sessions for immediate business applica-
tion, advocacy training for women-owned 
businesses, and intentional networking 
to build meaningful relationships. With 
a focus on overcoming obstacles and 
achieving success, Propel 2024 promises 
to be an invaluable experience for women 
in business.

For tickets and further informa-
tion, visit the Eventbrite page at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/nawbo-ca-pro-
pel-2024-elevate-transform-advocate-tick-
ets-780406566047?aff=ebdsoporgprofile.  

Development Process 
Improvements Six-Month Update

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - At the 
Board of Supervisors Meeting on March 26, 
Dave Defanti, Deputy County Executive for 
Community Services, along with representa-
tives from the County Departments of Water 
Resources, Transportation, and Community 
Development, gave a report back on prog-
ress made on the County’s Development 
Review Process (DRP) Improvement efforts 
over the last six months. 

“I am so incredibly proud of the work 
County staff from all the Community 
Services Agency departments have put 
into these efforts,” said Dave Defanti. “We 
all know that we still have work to do but 
our staff have made incredible strides, and 
Sacramento County is well on its way to 
becoming the best place to build in the 
region for all of our customers.”

Goals of the DRP Improvements 
include addressing the housing supply and 
affordability crisis; investing in existing 
communities, particularly within aging com-
mercial corridors and Environmental Justice 
communities; facilitating responsible devel-
opment of new, complete communities to 
meet the needs of current and future gen-
erations while addressing State and local 
goals to address climate change; providing 
exceptional customer service and having 
processes in place that are efficient and easy 
to navigate while being a trusted and helpful 
partner to all of our customers. 

Two primary themes from the report 
revolved around staffing and public-private 
partnerships. 

Staffing: 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) 

highlighted their collaboration with the 

Department of Personnel Services to host 
a career fair in fall 2023. The career fair 
resulted in the hiring of four associate engi-
neers, three assistant engineers, two interns 
and one bridge operator, and has become a 
successful model for other County depart-
ments to follow for future hiring events.

Partnerships: 
DOT also featured a few recent strategies 

that have been employed to understand the 
needs of the community and help address 
solutions for meeting those needs. Examples 
included utilizing updated data over older 
projections, where applicable, as well as 
partnering to design and construct roadway 
infrastructure projects where delivery and 
timing were critical. 

The Department of Water Resources 
highlighted recent process streamlining 
improvements made in collaboration with 
industry partners, which included updates 
to submittal requirements for drainage plans 
and drainage studies.

The Community Development team, par-
ticularly the Building Permits and Inspection 
division, has stepped-up efforts to work 
closely with the Affordable Housing devel-
opment community to understand the unique 
circumstances surrounding the construction 
of Affordable Housing projects.  

Our Chief Building Official shared some 
recent examples of specific efforts where 
partnership and understanding resulted in 
meaningful outcomes and new homes for 
Sacramento County residents.

In an effort to keep the Board of 
Supervisors and members of the public up 
to date on our Development Review Process 
efforts, these reports back to the Board of 
Supervisors will continue to occur on a 
semi-annual basis. � 

Continued from page 1

The A’s are Coming to Town

certain factors can overlap with others 
to increase this risk, due to heightened 
levels of adversity, negative social con-
ditions, and/or decreases in protective 
factors. Those factors include youth who 
are American Indian/Alaskan Native, 
Hispanic/Latinx and African-American/
Black; live in rural communities; experi-
ence mental health challenges; and/or are 
impacted by the foster care system.

The “Never a Bother” campaign resonates 
with youth, according to the Department of 
Public Health, as it validates their feelings 

of not wanting to be a burden to others. It 
speaks to their need to know that they are 
never a bother, that no problem is too small 
and that it is important to check in with one 
another before, during and after a crisis. 

According to the “Never a Bother” cam-
paign: “If you are experiencing thoughts of 
suicide, you are not alone. Call or text 988 to 
reach the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. Trained 
professionals can reconnect you with your 
reasons to keep going and show you ways to 
cope with difficult days. 

Support and coping resources are at 
NeveraBother.org.� 

California Launches New Youth 
Suicide Prevention Campaign

Continued from page 1

employees to assist her, 
Wong remains at the cen-
ter of the operation. The 
business hours are 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. and her seven-
day-a-week routine usually 
has Wong arriving an hour 
before doors open to the 
public and a half hour after 
the last egg roll and pork 
bun are served. 

But with more than 
two decades of experi-
ence under her belt, Wong 
knows that she can duck 
out for a long break in 
the afternoon for shop-
ping after the lunch rush 
at about 2 p.m. Wong 
will return before dinner 
patrons arrive during the 5 
o’clock hour. 

“I work hard for the 
food,” Wong said. “I enjoy 
it, though.” 

Although she is from 
Canton, Wong describes 
the dishes as being in the 
tradition of Mandarin 
cuisine as opposed to 
Cantonese. The Mandarin 

style of cooking, she 
explains, is more flavor-
ful and spicier. Literally 
drawing from the cliché,’ 
too many cooks spoil the 
broth, Wong supervises all 
operations in the kitchen. 
Employees pitch in but she 
is decidedly at the helm. 

“Most every day, I do it 
by myself,” Wong said. 

A personal favorite of 
hers, along with that of 
her customers, is the fire 
chicken wings. However, 
Wong maintains that it’s 
not too spicy. In addi-
tion to this standard, 
Wong is regularly tinker-
ing with other recipes. At 
times she will ask patrons 
to sample her creations 
to obtain their reaction. 
Engaging customers , 
Wong maintains, is always 
a rewarding experience for 
her.

When asked what she 
likes most about Rio 
Linda, Wong emphatically 
declares, “The people. 
There are nice people 

around here that mostly 
know each other. I have 
very good friends here.” 

On the right wall of 
her eatery, Wong proudly 
displays numerous local 
Little League teams she 
has sponsored since 2006. 
The young ballplayers 
sport in bold letters, Amy’s 
Café on their backs. 

Wong adds that these 
former tykes are now 
starting to come back with 
their own families. Such 
is the legacy of Amy’s 
Wall of Fame, bright-eyed 
youngsters in their caps 
and uniforms along with 
their adult coaches fro-
zen in time. These photos 
are indicative of a true Rio 
Linda dining tradition, still 
going strong for almost a 
quarter century. 

While there is limited 
seating at the front of the 
building as well as picnic 
tables outside if diners pre-
fer to eat al fresco, Wong 
said that most of her busi-
ness is take-out. � 

Amy’s Cafe Feeds 
Residents for 22 Years
Continued from page 1
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California Spends More on Schools with The Neediest Kids
Here’s How It’s Succeeded and Failed

By Carolyn Jones, 
CALMatters.org

A decade after California rev-
olutionized the way it funds 
schools, nearly everyone agrees 
the initiative has done what it 
was meant to do: improved math 
and reading scores and brought 
more resources to students who 
struggle the most.

And nearly everyone also 
agrees that the Local Control 
Funding Formula, as it’s known, 
could use a tune-up. Black and 
Latino students’ test scores have 
improved but still lag behind 
their white and Asian peers, and 
schools in affluent areas still 
spend far more per student than 
schools in poorer neighborhoods.

But overall, researchers and 
superintendents say, the sys-
tem introduced under Gov. Jerry 
Brown has remade California’s 
schools for the better.

“Gov. Brown had a good 
idea,” said Adam Clark, super-
intendent of Mt. Diablo Unified 
in Concord. “(The funding for-
mula) has given school districts 
the tools and resources to really 
address the needs of students. 
And it gives parents and the 
community a voice.”

Jaime Green, superintendent 
of Trinity Alps Unified in Trinity 
County, put it more succinctly: 
“Without LCFF, our district 
would not be open.”

Under the Local Control 
Funding Formula, the state gives 
school districts a base amount 
of money calculated by atten-
dance, but funnels extra funds 
for low-income students, English 
learners and foster youth. 
Districts have freedom to spend 
the money on whatever pro-
grams they think will help their 
students, with guidance and 
accountability through a public 
local planning process.

Prior to the funding formula, 
California schools were financed 
through local property taxes, a 
system that had been in place for 
40 years. Districts with lower tax 
revenues got extra money from 
the state, up to a certain limit, 
and the state doled out dozens of 
grants for specific programs.

Districts like Trinity Unified, 
located in California’s poorest 
county, barely stayed afloat under 
that system because the extra 
money was not enough to cover 
expenses, especially considering 
the large number of students liv-
ing in poverty.

The overall amount of spend-
ing was low due in part to 
Proposition 13, the 1978 ballot 
initiative that capped property 
taxes and resulted in deep cuts 
to state spending. By the mid-
2000s, California was near the 
bottom of states nationally in 
school spending, student test 
scores and nearly every other 
educat ional  measurement . 
Linda Darling Hammond, pres-
ident of the State Board of 
Education, described it as “a 
broken system.” 
Simplifying and Decentralizing 

School Funding
Brown, who was elected to 

his second stint as governor in 
2010, said he got the inspira-
tion to overhaul school funding 
from Mike Kirst, who served 
as president of the State Board 
of Education during both of 
Brown’s stints as governor. Kirst 
and his colleagues had proposed 
the idea of a weighted for-
mula a few years earlier, but it 
was shelved when the economy 
crashed in 2008. 

Gathering support from leg-
islators, teachers unions, parent 
groups and school boards, 
Brown, Kirst and their allies 
helped get the funding formula 
enacted in 2013. 

The simplicity, along with 
shifting power away from the 
state, appealed to Brown.

“I liked the idea of reducing 
complexity, of giving money 
where it was most needed,” 
Brown said in December at a 
conference on the impact of the 
funding formula. “You need 
goals, you need standards, but 
you have to let local people do 
their thing.”

It coincided with a trio of other 

The Wellness Center at College Park High School is a place where students can find a quiet and relaxing environment without leaving school. Pleasant 
Hill, March 15, 2024. Photo by Manuel Orbegozo

College Park High School students can visit the Wellness Center during school hours and after school to take 
a break and reset before returning to their activities in Pleasant Hill on March 15, 2024. Photo by Manuel Orbegozo for 
CalMatters

big changes in California educa-
tion: passage of Proposition 30, 
a sales tax which raised about 
$6 billion annually for schools; 
introduction of the Common 
Core reading and math curricu-
lum; and the Smarter Balanced 
standardized testing system.

Within a few years, the 
improvements were obvious in 
California classrooms. By 2019, 
before the pandemic, reading 
and math scores in all grades 
had improved, graduation rates 
rose, suspensions and expulsions 
fell, and more students met col-
lege admission requirements for 
the state’s public universities. 
A report by the Learning Policy 

Institute found that an increase of 
$1,000 in per-pupil spending over 
three consecutive years resulted 
in a full grade level improvement 
in math and reading.

California now ranks near 
the national average in school 
spending, as well as in math and 
reading scores. Although scores 
fell in the wake of the pandemic, 
they didn’t fall as far as they did 
in other states and are slowly 
beginning to creep upward.

But challenges persist. One 
common gripe among superinten-
dents is the annual plan required 
to chart goals and priorities. The 
Local Control Accountability 
Plan is a key part of the funding 
formula’s accountability and par-
ent involvement components, but 
it can be a headache, superinten-
dents said. It entails community 
meetings, surveys, data analy-
sis and detailed explanations of 
spending for the public, county 
and state to review.   

The plans are often so dense 
with jargon that even though 
they’re posted online, reviewed at 
school board meetings and shared 
with parents, few people wade 
through them — thereby not pro-
viding the accountability they’re 
intended to. 

Overall School Spending 
is Still Unequal

Another problem is the overall 
amount of school spending gen-
erally, some said. Even though 
low-income schools now have 
much more money than they did 
a decade ago, it’s not enough to 
address the needs of students 
facing complex challenges. 
And schools in affluent areas 
still spend far more per student, 
thanks to parent donations and 
local bonds and taxes. 

Jack O’Connell, who was 
State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction prior to the Local 
Control Funding Formula, 
agreed. While he considers the 

funding formula a landmark in 
California education, he thinks 
the state needs to increase the 
base amount of money it gives 
schools. Currently, that amount 
ranges from $11,000 to $12,300 
per student, which poses a chal-
lenge for middle-class districts 
without large numbers of low-in-
come students or wealthy parents 
willing to donate thousands.

“There’s no question things are 
better off now,” O’Connell said. 
“But increasing the base grant 
might be the best way to help all 
students.”

Kirst said he was confident the 
funding formula would work, but 
he’s surprised at its political stay-
ing power and how entrenched it’s 
become in the education landscape. 

He’d like to see the formula 
adjusted to take into account 
regional costs of living, so dis-
tricts in expensive areas get more 
money. And he’d like to see the 
poverty measurement change. 
Currently it’s based on how many 
students meet the federal standards 
for a free or reduced price meals. 
But with so many districts now 
offering free lunch to all students, 
he said, the state should consider 
using other criteria.

He also thinks that students 

who meet more than one of the 
formula categories should be 
counted twice, not once. Schools 
should receive extra money for 
English learners who are also 
low-income, for example.

Basing School Funding on 
Enrollment, Not Attendance
In Trinity Alps Unified, in the 

mountains of Trinity County in 
Northern California, the funding 
formula has made a world of dif-
ference — not just for students 
but for the entire community, 
said superintendent Green. Prior 
to the funding formula, the dis-
trict received less than $12,000 
per student from all sources; now 
it’s closer to $20,000.

That money goes a long 
way in Trinity County, funding 
everything from art classes to 
after-school programs to special 
education.

“We feel very blessed to have 
this formula,” Green said. “LCFF 
allows us to stay open and serve 
our children at a high level.”

An improvement Green and 
other superintendents would 
like to see is funding based on 
enrollment, not attendance. 
Currently, the state disperses 
money to districts based on aver-
age daily attendance. But chronic 
absenteeism soared during the 
pandemic, resulting in lower rev-
enues. While enrollment is also 
declining in many areas, absen-
teeism is the bigger challenge, 
Green said.

Going forward, some advo-
cates are calling on the state 
to tie extra funding directly to 
students’ race. The impact of 
systemic racism, they say, is too 
profound to ignore. They argue 
that Black and Latino students 
often fall through the cracks, 
especially if they attend affluent 
schools, or if they attend low-in-
come schools in affluent districts. 
The state has shied away from 
such a policy for fear it would 

violate Proposition 209, the affir-
mative action ban that prevents 
the state from linking money to 
students’ race or ethnicity. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom last year 
introduced a tweak to the fund-
ing formula that directs extra 
funding to specific schools 
based on high rates of stu-
dent turnover, low-income 
students or students whose par-
ents didn’t graduate from high 
school. The equity multiplier, 
as it’s known, is intended to 
reach students who have the 
highest needs.
‘Deep inequities’ in California

But that’s not enough, said 
Natalie Wheatfall-Lum, direc-
tor of TK-12 education policy 
at Ed Trust-West, an education 
research and advocacy organiza-
tion. California should repeal or 
scale back Proposition 209.

“We still have deep inequities 
across the board,” Wheatfall-
Lum said. “But by fixing LCFF 
we have a huge opportunity to 
support racial equity. … The 
stakes are very high. How we 
fund schools is the foundation of 
our education system.”

Ed Trust-West also recom-
mends that the state hold districts 
accountable for the academic 
performance of specific student 
groups, such as Black and Latino 
students, and pay more atten-
tion to the progress of English 
learners, whose test scores have 
barely budged since the finding 
formula was introduced. 

But money isn’t always the 
answer, Brown noted at a con-
ference in December. Bumps 
in school funding, while help-
ful, can’t be expected to solve 
problems as deeply embedded as 
poverty, racism and inequality, 
he said. Factors beyond school 
play a huge role in students’ 
outcomes.

‘More Than Money’ to Help 
High-Needs Students 

At College Park High in 
Pleasant Hill, the district used 
funding formula money to open 
a wellness center two years ago. 
Furnished with couches, comfy 
chairs, student-created artwork 
and private enclaves for one-on-
one meetings with counselors, 
the wellness center is a popular 
place for students to relax and 
socialize. In addition to mental 
health services like peer counsel-
ing and therapy dogs, the center 
offers yoga, meditation, games 
and a quiet place to do home-
work. A social worker is always 
present.

Stephanie Perez, a senior at 
College Park, said the wellness 
center has been a lifesaver — lit-
erally. It’s given her a reason to 
stay in school and motivation to 
stay healthy.

“If this place wasn’t here, I’d 
be out drinking, smoking, ditch-
ing school, getting bad habits,” 
Perez said. “They really care 
about you, listen to you, give you 
a shoulder to cry on. I come here 
to ease my mind.” 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

ZZiioonn  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrCChh
3644 Bolivar Ave.

North Highlands (LCMS)
(916) 332-4001

ZionLutheranNH.org
Sunday Schedule

9 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:30 a.m. Praise Band Worship

OR, if you prefer, you can  
worship in your car  
in the parking lot  

Tune your radio to 88.7

Calvary  
Lutheran Church

5th and L Streets
Rio Linda

Pastor Kirsten Moore
Sunday Worship 

10:30 a.m.

Children’s Bible stories & 
crafts during adult worship

(916) 991-2135
www.clcrl.org   Mail@clcrl.org

Open Arms, Open Hearts

NNeeww
BBeeggiiNNNNiiNNggss
FFeelllloowwsshhiipp

Pastor Deonte Walters

10th and O Streets

(916) 991-2918

Sunday School  
9 a.m.

Sunday Worship  
10:30 a.m.

Church of Christ
Worship God’s Way

Minister Eric Smith

6818 4th Avenue
Rio Linda, CA 95673

(916) 991-2668

Church 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY
9:30AM 

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP
10AM 

ALL AGE CONNECTION GROUPS
11AM 

WORSHIP SERVICE

NURSERY (0-3YRS)
KIDZ CLUBHOUSE  

(4YRS - 6TH GRADE)

7200 Rio Linda Blvd.
lifepointenaz.com

(916) 991.4624

North Metro 
Church of Christ

4191 Norwood Ave.,  
Sacramento 95838

(916) 923-1147
Minister Pete Savage

SUNDAY
Bible Classes: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed. Bible Classes: 7 p.m.

Rio Linda  
Seventh Day  

Adventist Church
7535 - 10th St. and U

Rio Linda

Sabbath School 
9:15 a.m.

Worship Services 
11 a.m.

New Life  
ChristiaN ChurCh

2037 Elkhorn Boulevard

(916) 991-3001
Adult Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday: 6 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Duncan

LLiibbeerrttyy  MMiinniissttrriieess

CChhrriissttiiaann  FFeeLLLLoowwsshhiipp

Pastor Shannon Fannin
Liberty Ministries extends an  
invitation to come and join  
us for Celebration Worship 

Sunday 9 a.m.

Youth Extreme & Food Closet

(916) 922-6442
4840 Marysville Blvd.
www.libertymcf.net

llooooKKiiNNgg

FFooRR  AA

ppllAACCee  TToo

wwooRRsshhiipp??

CChheecckk  oouutt  oonnee  ooff  
tthheessee  cchhuurrcchheess  iinn  
yyoouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy..

Everything 
is FREE

LLiiffeePPooiinnttee’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  
SSiisstteerrss  iinn  CChhrriisstt  

Free Store
Have you heard?  Heard what?

It’s coming!  What’s coming?
What’s the buzz?  

 What’s the excitement? Soon!!!
7200 Rio Linda Blvd. at Q St. Rm. 201

Tuesdays from 10 AM to 1 PM
Call Sandi - 210-326-1806

NNeeww  BBeeggiinnnniinnggss  FFeelllloowwsshhiioopp  
GGoodd’’ss  LLiittttllee  llaammbbss  

Free Store
Tuesdays from 6 PM to 7 PM

First Saturday of the month 9 AM to 1 PM
10th & Q St.

Babies from 0 to 2 years - Baby Clothes,  
Formula, Diapers, Furniture & Toys 
Call Cris - 916-717-3887

RIO LINDA/ELVERTA COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT • 916-991-1000 
Tim Shaw-General Manager 

Board of Directors:  
President – Mary Harris

Vice President – Vicky Young
Jason Green
Chris Gifford

Anthony Cline 
The Board Meetings are now the 4th Monday of every month at 6:30 pm.  

Depot/Visitors Center, 6730 Front Street 
 

RIO LINDA ELVERTA RECREATION & PARK DISTRICT • 916-991-5929
Mike Heller – General Manager 

Board of Directors:  
Wayne Del Nero – Chair  

Becky McDaniel – Vice Chair  
Lisa L. Morris – Secretary  
Charlea Moore – Director  
Robert Bastian – Director 

The Park Board meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  
at the Depot Building, 6730 Front Street, Rio Linda. 

TWIN RIVERS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Superintendent: Steve Martinez, Ed.D. 

Support Staff: 566-1745
Board of Trustees: 

• Area 2. Michelle Rivas – President • Area 1. Michael Baker – Vice President  
• Area 5. Basim Elkarra – Clerk • Area 4. Stacey Bastian • Area 7. Linda Fowler  

• Area 3. Christine Jefferson • Area 6. Rebecca Sandoval

Serving Rio Linda, Elverta and Sacramento County 
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I’m not  sure you played the 
Powerball this month, but the jackpot 
will skyrocket past $1 billion if no one 
wins,

I know the odds are terribly impos-
sible, but maybe Chaplain Norris’s 
winning numbers can help you win 
that jackpot.

That’s right. Today I will reveal my 
divinely inspired numbers.

Well, the “divine” claim is probably 
an overreach, but I do know that if you 
pick numbers above 31, you’re likely 
to be the sole winner. That’s because 
most people choose their birth dates.

So with that in mind, can I get a 
drum roll?

Chaplain Norris’s winning numbers 
are 35-40-45-50-55-60. Bonus number 
65.

Yup, I know choosing numbers in 
multiples of five may seem whacky, 
but statistics suggest that the odds 
never change no matter how many 
times you play or what numbers you 
choose. Your winning odds are similar 
to getting struck by lightning on your 
birthday two years in a row.

Truthfully, you really shouldn’t 
take gambling advice from a chaplain. 
Unless it’s “Don’t gamble!”

But the whole lotto game provides 
some analogy for the way folks choose 
the right kind of faith.

Why is it that we sometimes think 
faith is all about luck?

We seek out the nearest weeping 
statue and drive hundreds of miles to 
light a candle. We say a prayer and 
hope a god in a good mood hears it.

Sometimes we search for faith like 
we are playing scratch cards. We 
scratch at the deep questions of faith, 

hoping to come up with a win.
Still others rely on some lucky com-

bination that their grandfather passed 
along to them. “My granddaddy prayed 
for my grandmother inside that church, 
and she was healed, so I guess it’s a 
winner.”

Yet, still others rely on the big-spin 
approach and take the one they land 
on. Others see faith like picking the 
right card out of a newly shuffled deck.

And some play faith the way they 
play a bluffing poker hand, refusing to 
let anyone see the cards of doubt they 
hold.

The problem with these approaches 
is they produce a routine of losing, 
much like those who return each night 
to the same casino only to lose again.

The faith choice made with these 
methods usually ends up discarded, 
much like a Lotto ticket on a gas-sta-
tion driveway.

Faith has little to do with winning 
or losing. Faith is too important to 
treat with the same glibness  we use to 
choose our winning numbers. Perhaps 
it’s more about investing in who we 
are, not about gambling on what we 
never had.

Maybe faith comes about when we 
invest in the search. We find it inspired 
by the conversations, the discussions, 
the questions, and the debates that we 
have with others. In fact, I believe 
God prefers honest “searchers” or 
“questioners,” even when they chal-
lenge him directly, even when they are 
unflattering.

Jesus suggested faith might well 
be something compared to a mustard 
seed. A mustard seed is the tiniest of 
seeds, yet in ratio, it grows into one 
of the biggest plants. Faith starts from 
the smallest beginnings in the hearts 
of people and produces not a personal 
profit, but a powerful and personal 
transformation.

Well, all this talk about winning the 
lottery made me wonder what might 
happen if I actually bought a ticket. I 
mean, if I ever bought just one, what 
might happen?

I may never know.
But if you do happen to win with 

my divine numbers, please remember 
my favorite charity – Chispa Project. I 
think it’s fair to say that any gift can be 
an investment in faith. H

Don’t Gamble with Faith

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
My wife and I owe 

about $40,000 on our 
mortgage. My father-in-
law, who is a very nice 
and generous man, said 
he wants to pay off the 
house for us, then let us 
pay him back over time. 
We’ve borrowed much 
smaller amounts of mon-
ey from him in the past, 
and we were always able 
to repay it with no issues 
and no pressure. How do 
you feel about us taking 
him up on his offer?

– Seth
Dear Seth,
I understand you and 

your wife have been for-
tunate in these kinds of 
situations over the years. 
And I know your father-
in-law would probably be 
a lot easier to work with 
than a mortgage company 
when it comes to the size 
and frequency of pay-
ments. But I still think 

you’re playing with fire 
if you take him up on the 
offer.

I assume your father-
in-law is doing pretty 
well financially, since he 
can afford to make this 
offer. But the downside 
is just too risky. If I were 
him, I might offer to pay 
off the mortgage as a gift 
to my daughter and son-
in-law. But a loan? No 
way. There are no strings 
attached to a gift that 
comes from the heart.

Don’t get me wrong, 
Seth. I’m not bad-mouth-
ing your father-in-law. 
What he’s making is a 
very generous offer, and 
it’s an incredibly nice 
thing to do.  But in my 
mind, a very important 
consideration is being 
left out of the equation, 
and it’s a spiritual issue. 
The borrower is always 
slave to the lender. Al-
ways. And sadly enough, 
nowhere is that more true 
than within a family.

Accepting this offer 
could bring instant dis-
comfort into the relation-
ship for you and your 
wife. This money situa-
tion is likely to hang over 
things like a dark cloud. 
Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and other special occa-

sions will feel different—
and kind of weird—when 
you’re suddenly celebrat-
ing with your mortgage 
lender instead of just 
good, old dad.

Even if you come from 
a reasonable, stable fam-
ily, and it sounds to me 
like your in-laws are very 
good-hearted folks, this 
debt will always be in the 
back of your mind. But 
if you’re involved with 
a dysfunctional or con-
trolling family, that ten-
sion is going to be right 
there—constantly.

I’d thank your father-
in-law for his generosi-
ty and for the offer. But 
in my mind, it’s just not 
worth the risk.

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of The 
Ramsey Show. He has ap-
peared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This Morn-
ing, Today, Fox News, 
CNN, Fox Business and 
many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people 
take control of their mon-
ey, build wealth and en-
hance their lives. He also 
serves as CEO for Ramsey 
Solutions  H

You’re Playing  
with Fire
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California Spends More on Schools with The Neediest Kids
Here’s How It’s Succeeded and Failed

By Carolyn Jones, 
CALMatters.org

A decade after California rev-
olutionized the way it funds 
schools, nearly everyone agrees 
the initiative has done what it 
was meant to do: improved math 
and reading scores and brought 
more resources to students who 
struggle the most.

And nearly everyone also 
agrees that the Local Control 
Funding Formula, as it’s known, 
could use a tune-up. Black and 
Latino students’ test scores have 
improved but still lag behind 
their white and Asian peers, and 
schools in affluent areas still 
spend far more per student than 
schools in poorer neighborhoods.

But overall, researchers and 
superintendents say, the sys-
tem introduced under Gov. Jerry 
Brown has remade California’s 
schools for the better.

“Gov. Brown had a good 
idea,” said Adam Clark, super-
intendent of Mt. Diablo Unified 
in Concord. “(The funding for-
mula) has given school districts 
the tools and resources to really 
address the needs of students. 
And it gives parents and the 
community a voice.”

Jaime Green, superintendent 
of Trinity Alps Unified in Trinity 
County, put it more succinctly: 
“Without LCFF, our district 
would not be open.”

Under the Local Control 
Funding Formula, the state gives 
school districts a base amount 
of money calculated by atten-
dance, but funnels extra funds 
for low-income students, English 
learners and foster youth. 
Districts have freedom to spend 
the money on whatever pro-
grams they think will help their 
students, with guidance and 
accountability through a public 
local planning process.

Prior to the funding formula, 
California schools were financed 
through local property taxes, a 
system that had been in place for 
40 years. Districts with lower tax 
revenues got extra money from 
the state, up to a certain limit, 
and the state doled out dozens of 
grants for specific programs.

Districts like Trinity Unified, 
located in California’s poorest 
county, barely stayed afloat under 
that system because the extra 
money was not enough to cover 
expenses, especially considering 
the large number of students liv-
ing in poverty.

The overall amount of spend-
ing was low due in part to 
Proposition 13, the 1978 ballot 
initiative that capped property 
taxes and resulted in deep cuts 
to state spending. By the mid-
2000s, California was near the 
bottom of states nationally in 
school spending, student test 
scores and nearly every other 
educat ional  measurement . 
Linda Darling Hammond, pres-
ident of the State Board of 
Education, described it as “a 
broken system.” 
Simplifying and Decentralizing 

School Funding
Brown, who was elected to 

his second stint as governor in 
2010, said he got the inspira-
tion to overhaul school funding 
from Mike Kirst, who served 
as president of the State Board 
of Education during both of 
Brown’s stints as governor. Kirst 
and his colleagues had proposed 
the idea of a weighted for-
mula a few years earlier, but it 
was shelved when the economy 
crashed in 2008. 

Gathering support from leg-
islators, teachers unions, parent 
groups and school boards, 
Brown, Kirst and their allies 
helped get the funding formula 
enacted in 2013. 

The simplicity, along with 
shifting power away from the 
state, appealed to Brown.

“I liked the idea of reducing 
complexity, of giving money 
where it was most needed,” 
Brown said in December at a 
conference on the impact of the 
funding formula. “You need 
goals, you need standards, but 
you have to let local people do 
their thing.”

It coincided with a trio of other 

The Wellness Center at College Park High School is a place where students can find a quiet and relaxing environment without leaving school. Pleasant 
Hill, March 15, 2024. Photo by Manuel Orbegozo

College Park High School students can visit the Wellness Center during school hours and after school to take 
a break and reset before returning to their activities in Pleasant Hill on March 15, 2024. Photo by Manuel Orbegozo for 
CalMatters

big changes in California educa-
tion: passage of Proposition 30, 
a sales tax which raised about 
$6 billion annually for schools; 
introduction of the Common 
Core reading and math curricu-
lum; and the Smarter Balanced 
standardized testing system.

Within a few years, the 
improvements were obvious in 
California classrooms. By 2019, 
before the pandemic, reading 
and math scores in all grades 
had improved, graduation rates 
rose, suspensions and expulsions 
fell, and more students met col-
lege admission requirements for 
the state’s public universities. 
A report by the Learning Policy 

Institute found that an increase of 
$1,000 in per-pupil spending over 
three consecutive years resulted 
in a full grade level improvement 
in math and reading.

California now ranks near 
the national average in school 
spending, as well as in math and 
reading scores. Although scores 
fell in the wake of the pandemic, 
they didn’t fall as far as they did 
in other states and are slowly 
beginning to creep upward.

But challenges persist. One 
common gripe among superinten-
dents is the annual plan required 
to chart goals and priorities. The 
Local Control Accountability 
Plan is a key part of the funding 
formula’s accountability and par-
ent involvement components, but 
it can be a headache, superinten-
dents said. It entails community 
meetings, surveys, data analy-
sis and detailed explanations of 
spending for the public, county 
and state to review.   

The plans are often so dense 
with jargon that even though 
they’re posted online, reviewed at 
school board meetings and shared 
with parents, few people wade 
through them — thereby not pro-
viding the accountability they’re 
intended to. 

Overall School Spending 
is Still Unequal

Another problem is the overall 
amount of school spending gen-
erally, some said. Even though 
low-income schools now have 
much more money than they did 
a decade ago, it’s not enough to 
address the needs of students 
facing complex challenges. 
And schools in affluent areas 
still spend far more per student, 
thanks to parent donations and 
local bonds and taxes. 

Jack O’Connell, who was 
State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction prior to the Local 
Control Funding Formula, 
agreed. While he considers the 

funding formula a landmark in 
California education, he thinks 
the state needs to increase the 
base amount of money it gives 
schools. Currently, that amount 
ranges from $11,000 to $12,300 
per student, which poses a chal-
lenge for middle-class districts 
without large numbers of low-in-
come students or wealthy parents 
willing to donate thousands.

“There’s no question things are 
better off now,” O’Connell said. 
“But increasing the base grant 
might be the best way to help all 
students.”

Kirst said he was confident the 
funding formula would work, but 
he’s surprised at its political stay-
ing power and how entrenched it’s 
become in the education landscape. 

He’d like to see the formula 
adjusted to take into account 
regional costs of living, so dis-
tricts in expensive areas get more 
money. And he’d like to see the 
poverty measurement change. 
Currently it’s based on how many 
students meet the federal standards 
for a free or reduced price meals. 
But with so many districts now 
offering free lunch to all students, 
he said, the state should consider 
using other criteria.

He also thinks that students 

who meet more than one of the 
formula categories should be 
counted twice, not once. Schools 
should receive extra money for 
English learners who are also 
low-income, for example.

Basing School Funding on 
Enrollment, Not Attendance
In Trinity Alps Unified, in the 

mountains of Trinity County in 
Northern California, the funding 
formula has made a world of dif-
ference — not just for students 
but for the entire community, 
said superintendent Green. Prior 
to the funding formula, the dis-
trict received less than $12,000 
per student from all sources; now 
it’s closer to $20,000.

That money goes a long 
way in Trinity County, funding 
everything from art classes to 
after-school programs to special 
education.

“We feel very blessed to have 
this formula,” Green said. “LCFF 
allows us to stay open and serve 
our children at a high level.”

An improvement Green and 
other superintendents would 
like to see is funding based on 
enrollment, not attendance. 
Currently, the state disperses 
money to districts based on aver-
age daily attendance. But chronic 
absenteeism soared during the 
pandemic, resulting in lower rev-
enues. While enrollment is also 
declining in many areas, absen-
teeism is the bigger challenge, 
Green said.

Going forward, some advo-
cates are calling on the state 
to tie extra funding directly to 
students’ race. The impact of 
systemic racism, they say, is too 
profound to ignore. They argue 
that Black and Latino students 
often fall through the cracks, 
especially if they attend affluent 
schools, or if they attend low-in-
come schools in affluent districts. 
The state has shied away from 
such a policy for fear it would 

violate Proposition 209, the affir-
mative action ban that prevents 
the state from linking money to 
students’ race or ethnicity. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom last year 
introduced a tweak to the fund-
ing formula that directs extra 
funding to specific schools 
based on high rates of stu-
dent turnover, low-income 
students or students whose par-
ents didn’t graduate from high 
school. The equity multiplier, 
as it’s known, is intended to 
reach students who have the 
highest needs.
‘Deep inequities’ in California

But that’s not enough, said 
Natalie Wheatfall-Lum, direc-
tor of TK-12 education policy 
at Ed Trust-West, an education 
research and advocacy organiza-
tion. California should repeal or 
scale back Proposition 209.

“We still have deep inequities 
across the board,” Wheatfall-
Lum said. “But by fixing LCFF 
we have a huge opportunity to 
support racial equity. … The 
stakes are very high. How we 
fund schools is the foundation of 
our education system.”

Ed Trust-West also recom-
mends that the state hold districts 
accountable for the academic 
performance of specific student 
groups, such as Black and Latino 
students, and pay more atten-
tion to the progress of English 
learners, whose test scores have 
barely budged since the finding 
formula was introduced. 

But money isn’t always the 
answer, Brown noted at a con-
ference in December. Bumps 
in school funding, while help-
ful, can’t be expected to solve 
problems as deeply embedded as 
poverty, racism and inequality, 
he said. Factors beyond school 
play a huge role in students’ 
outcomes.

‘More Than Money’ to Help 
High-Needs Students 

At College Park High in 
Pleasant Hill, the district used 
funding formula money to open 
a wellness center two years ago. 
Furnished with couches, comfy 
chairs, student-created artwork 
and private enclaves for one-on-
one meetings with counselors, 
the wellness center is a popular 
place for students to relax and 
socialize. In addition to mental 
health services like peer counsel-
ing and therapy dogs, the center 
offers yoga, meditation, games 
and a quiet place to do home-
work. A social worker is always 
present.

Stephanie Perez, a senior at 
College Park, said the wellness 
center has been a lifesaver — lit-
erally. It’s given her a reason to 
stay in school and motivation to 
stay healthy.

“If this place wasn’t here, I’d 
be out drinking, smoking, ditch-
ing school, getting bad habits,” 
Perez said. “They really care 
about you, listen to you, give you 
a shoulder to cry on. I come here 
to ease my mind.” 
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CALL A PRO BUSINESS DIRECTORY
AA--11  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  RROOOOFFIINNGG

SSEERRVVIICCEESS,,  IINNCC
• New Roofs • Certifications • Roof Repairs  

• Dry Rot Repairs • Roof Inspections • Gutters

John Fleenor, Contractor  
1741 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673

Cell: (916) 206-1613
Contractor Lic. #1064966

GREENWAY TREE SERVICEGREENWAY TREE SERVICE
Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning, 

Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

(916) 224-9750

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

Licensed and Insured

TRACTOR SERVICETRACTOR SERVICE
• Mowing • Rototilling 

• Discing • Scraper/Loader

(916) 991-8431
Call

NOTARY * PRINTING * SHREDDING

CSLB# 1089369, Licensed, Bonded & Insured

All American Pro ConstructionAll American Pro Construction
Family-owned & operated.

We offer Veterans & Senior Discounts
Great Craftsmanship & Customer Service

Specializing in Kitchen & Bath  
Remodels, plus Much More

BIG or small, We Do It All. Give Us a Call. 
916-504-0188

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA

Rio Linda Eye CareRio Linda Eye Care
Laser Surgery • Eye Glasses • Contact Lenses

• Eyewear for Computer Users 

Dr. William FleischmannDr. William Fleischmann
((916916)) 991-8444 991-8444

DRAINS ONLY
THE DRAIN & SEWER  THE DRAIN & SEWER  
CLEANING CO.CLEANING CO.
Charles MitchellCharles Mitchell
916-868-5771916-868-5771
CMJR6348@GMAIL.COMCMJR6348@GMAIL.COM
4 Picket Ct. Sacramento, CA 958234 Picket Ct. Sacramento, CA 95823
SPB12018-00953

Patch Masters Drywall
Acoustic Removal & Drywall Textures

Mike Church
Owner
CA Lic# 1004984
Bonded & Insured

(916) 847-7783
PatchMastersDrywall@yahoo.com

www.DrywallPatchMasters.com

• Acoustic (popcorn)
ceiling removal

• Water damage & 
drywall repair

• Sheetrock  
installation

• Machine applied textures

• Hand applied  
texture

• Retexturing &  
Painting

• BBB Accredited

To AdverTise

CAll 
916.773.1111

THE MASON MAN
LICENSE # 810329

VISUALIZE & CUSTOMIZE
MASONRY / FENCING / CONCRETE
CALL FRED FRANKLIN - THE MASON MAN

916.826.9796
VCMASONRY@ICLOUD.COM

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Our Sacramento Kings find themselves 
in the middle of a Western Conference 
quagmire, and at this moment, as the Kings 
prepare to face off with the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, it’s anyone’s guess as to who will 
be in 7th and 8th place when things wrap 
up in a week.

Sacramento began their road trip with 
a disappointing loss to the Knicks, a team 
that they should have defeated. After a 
close three-and-a-half quarters, the Kings 
disappeared in the last two minutes of 
the game, and a competitive game with 
two minutes remaining turned into an 
11-point loss.

To the Kings’ credit, they bounced 
back the very next night and narrowly 
missed defeating the vaunted Boston 
Celtics. An up-and-down game, the Celtics 
took control in the 4th quarter, and with 
less than two minutes remaining had a 
seven-point lead.

Showing the stuff that has made them 
the beloved team they are, led by light-
ning-quick De’Aaron Fox, the Kings threw 
a blanket over the Celtics, and drained shot 
after shot down the stretch. With 15 sec-
onds left and the Kings holding a one-point 
lead, the Celtics missed the go-ahead shot 
and Keegan Murray snagged the rebound. 

With only seconds remaining, the 
Celtics stripped the ball and hit a floater in 
the lane to go up by one point. Now, with 
only seven seconds in the game, the Kings 
called a timeout and advanced the ball into 
the forecourt.

Drama is an understatement, as 
would-be hero De’Aaron Fox drove into 
the paint and leaped high for one of his 
patented eight-foot jump shots to win 
the game. The ball came off the rim and 
Keegan Murray collected the rebound 
while shooting the putback in one motion. 
The shot narrowly missed, and who of all 
people was there for the potential winning 
tip, was none other than Colby Jones. Not 
who you expected in a pivotal game with 
under a minute to play, but there he was 
nonetheless. Colby tipped the ball and was 
karate chopped across the face, falling to 
the hardwood. The ball slid off the rim, 
while every official on the court collec-
tively swallowed their whistles. 

Yes, the team with the best record in the 
NBA stole a game from the Sacramento 
Kings, that without a doubt should have 
been decided with no time on the clock 
from the charity stripe. But once again, the 
zebras looked the other way, and instead 
of allowing the game to be played with 
integrity, it was simply awarded to the 
home team.

In the industry I have worked in for over 
45 years, I have to complete continuing 
education every year, and the same can be 
said for real estate agents, cosmetologists, 
and accountants. If I don’t pass the con-
tinuing education classes, the state simply 
doesn’t renew my license. In other words, 
I’m out of a job.

Wow, can you imagine that? Actually 
oversee the abilities of referees during 
the offseason, to assess if they have the 
required skills to officiate at the highest 
level in the sport of basketball. Oh, would 
I love to see that.

I hope everyone can get on the same 
page, and raise their voices for giving our 
gladiators the officiating they deserve.

Meanwhile, the Kings have 48 hours to 
lick their wounds and try to upset a team 
that has already put 53 wins in the win 
column. The Thunder are a tough team, 
and the Kings are tasked with defeating 
them on their home court. Can they do it, 
and keep alive the hope of avoiding the 
dreaded Play-in? I, for one, believe in this 
group, and my prognostication of 48 wins 
this season remains alive. 

Anyone out there want to join me in my 
optimism?

Domantas Sabonis continues to amaze 
with a consistency that no Kings player 
has ever demonstrated. His double-dou-
ble streak is a nail-biting watch every 
game, all the while still leading the NBA 
in triple-doubles! 

Yes, it’s a magical season for the big 
man, so enjoy this while you can. No one 
plays tougher, takes more punishment, and 
plays with more effervescent joy that has a 
ubiquitous quality that every player on the 
team has embraced!

Love this team! Send your thoughts to 
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com.

Go Kings! 

When Should My Wife Claim 
Her Social Security Benefit?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I just saw 
an article which said that 
certain spousal options 
were going away, but there 
are still good options for 
when a spouse can claim. 
I am filing for my Social 
Security to start in October 
when I turn 70. My wife’s 
full retirement age (FRA) 
is in December, and she 
now plans to file then for 
half of what my FRA ben-
efit would have been (our 
original plan was for both 
to file in August). My 
wife’s main reason for 
delaying until her FRA is 
to lock her into my max-
imum benefit if she has 
to someday change to 
Survivor’s Benefit. Will 
this be gone for us? Neither 
of us was born before 
January 1, 1954. Please 
advise. Signed: Planning 
for Both

Dear Planning: I expect 
that the article you refer to 
was speaking of the option 
to claim only a spousal 
benefit first and allow one’s 
personal SS retirement ben-
efit to grow. That option 

was available only to those 
who were born before 1954 
and had reached full retire-
ment age. As you now 
know that option is not 
available to you.

Assuming your wife’s 
highest benefit entitlement 
will be as your spouse, 
your current strategy – you 
claim your maximum ben-
efit to start in October at 
age 70 and your wife starts 
her benefit in December at 
her FRA - is a good one 
which will yield the max-
imum possible monthly 
benefit for both of you. 
But for clarity, your wife’s 
survivor benefit as your 
widow has nothing to do 
with when she claims her 
spouse benefits now. 

The only thing which 
will affect your wife’s 
benefit as your surviving 
spouse is her age when she 
claims the survivor benefit. 
If she has already reached 
her FRA of 66 years and 
8 months when you pass, 
she will get 100% of the 
amount you were receiving 
when you died, instead of 
the smaller spousal amount 
she was receiving while 
you were living. Her sur-
vivor benefit would only 
be less than 100% of yours 
if she claimed it before 
reaching her full retirement 
age (which, of course, 
we hope would not to be 
the case). 

Just so you have the 
complete picture, your 
wife could, if desired, 
claim her Social Security 

to start at the same time as 
you in October but, since 
that would be earlier than 
her FRA, the amount she 
would get would be less 
than 50% of your FRA 
entitlement. Her spouse 
benefit would be reduced 
by 0.694% for each month 
earlier than her FRA it 
starts. For example, if your 
wife starts her spousal ben-
efit in October when your 
benefit starts, she will get 
about 98.6% of the amount 
she would get if she waited 
until December to start her 
benefits. That’s a perma-
nent reduction, so if your 
wife’s life expectancy is at 
least average (about 87), 
it’s likely still wisest for 
her to wait until her FRA 
to start benefits. But in 
any case, when your wife 
claims her spousal bene-
fit now will have no effect 
on the survivor benefit 
she will get as your future 
widow. 

This article is intended 
for  in format ion  pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
F o u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Secur i t y  Assoc ia t ion 
(NSSA).  To submit  a 
question, visit our web-
si te (amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. H

Social Security Matters
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01464

Dominique Fairbank, 9029 
Sutters Gold Drive, Sacramento, 
CA 95826 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Gold Country Books/
Gold Country Books and 
More” 9029 Sutters Gold Drive, 
Sacramento, CA 95826. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County February 27, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
GOLD 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01768

Arrow Drillers, 1850 Diesel Drive, 
Sacramento, CA 95838 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Arrow 
Construction” 1850 Diesel Drive, 
Sacramento, CA 95838. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 7, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
ARROW 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01395

Gerry Johnson, 2121 Natomas 
Crossing #200, Sacramento, CA 
95834 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Tri-Star Real Estate Group/
Tri-Star Diversified” 4030 Truxel 
Road Suite D, Sacramento, CA 
95834. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
23, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
TRI 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01575

Janai Lynne Vernott, 3225 
Garfield Avenue, Carmichael, 
CA 95608 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Creative Klutz 
Studio” 3225 Garfield Avenue, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 1, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
CREATIVE 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01677

Larisa Dzyuba, 7045 Patience 
Court, Sacramento, CA 95842 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Secure Notary Solutions” 7045 
Patience Court, Sacramento, 
CA 95842. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County March 5, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
SECURE 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01409

Mario A Rupert and Gregory 
Rupert, 6454 Oakridge Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95831 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Hex & 
Cult” 6454 Oakridge Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95831. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County February 26, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
HEX 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01881

Wali Hassany, 1808 Richmond 
Street, Sacramento, CA 95825 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Aahoo Document Solutions” 
2740 Fulton Avenue 101-16, 
Sacramento, CA 95821. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 11, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
AAHOO 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01800

Andrea Z Evans, PO Box 4145, 
Ketchum, ID 83340 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Philantrophy 
Consulting Group” 205 Raven 
Road A1-5, Ketchum, ID 
83340. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 7, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
PHILANTHROPY 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01704

Karen Ortiz, 2335 33rd Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95817 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Own It Real 
Estate” 1610 R Street Suite 200, 
Sacramento, CA 95811. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 5, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
OWN 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01924

Lavender Nail Salon LLC, 1010A 
Florin Road, Sacramento, CA 
95831 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Lavender Nail Salon” 1010A 
Florin Road, Sacramento, CA 
95831. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 12, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
LAVENDER 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01805

Daniel W Todd, 2025 W El Camino 
Ace Apt 238, Sacramento, CA 
95833 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Phantomice Interactive” 2025 
W El Camino Ace Apt 238, 
Sacramento, CA 95833. Filed with 
the Clerk of Sacramento County 
March 7, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
PHANTOMICE 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01911

Xtelnetic LLC, 5252 Sunrise 
Boulevard Suite 4, Fair Oaks, 
CA 95628 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Netellix” 5252 Sunrise 
Boulevard Suite 4, Fair Oaks, 
CA 95628. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 12, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
NETELLIX 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01912

Niello Performance Motors 
II Inc, 1481 River Park Drive, 
Sacramento, CA 95815 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Porsche 
Sacramento” 2200 Auburn 
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 
95821. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 12, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
PORSCHE 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01928

Gateway Foods LLC, 6 Kitaj 
Court, Sacramento, CA 95835 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Taqueria La Puerta” 4391 
Gateway Park Boulevard 
Suite 650, Sacramento, CA 
95834. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 12, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
TAQUERIA 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01656

California Auto House, Inc, 7333 
Roseville Road #5, Sacramento, 
CA 95842 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “California Auto House, 
Inc” 8636 Antelope North 
Road BLDG C, Antelope, CA 
95843. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 5, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
CALIFORNIA 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01530

National Vision, Inc., 2435 
Commerce Avenue, Duluth, 
GA 30096 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “America’s Best 
Contacts & Eyeglasses” 2922 
Fulton Avenue, Sacramento, 
CA 95821. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County February 
29, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
AMERICAS 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01531

National Vision, Inc., 2435 
Commerce Avenue, Duluth, GA 
30096 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“America’s Best Contacts & 
Eyeglasses” 5899 Sunrise 
Boulevard, Citrus Heights, CA 
95610. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
29, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
BEST 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01532

National Vision, Inc., 2435 
Commerce Avenue, Duluth, GA 
30096 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“America’s Best Contacts & 
Eyeglasses” 7721 Laguna 
Boulevard Suite 128, Elk Grove, 
CA 95758. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County February 
29, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
CONTACTS 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01533

National Vision, Inc., 2435 
Commerce Avenue, Duluth, GA 
30096 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“America’s Best Contacts & 
Eyeglasses” 2395 Iron Point 
Road Suite 110, Folsom, CA 
95630. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
29, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
EYEGLASSES 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01574

National Vision, Inc., 2435 
Commerce Avenue, Duluth, GA 
30096 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“America’s Best Contacts & 
Eyeglasses” 6019 Florin Road 
Suite 500, Sacramento, CA 
95823. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 1, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
NATIONAL 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01848

Victoria Lose, 3432 Gates Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95832 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Journey to 
Freedom” 3432 Gates Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95832. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 8, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
JOURNEY 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01667

Grace Sur, 9545 Folsom 
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 
95827 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Beauty Solutions By 
Grace” 9545 Folsom Boulevard, 
Sacramento, CA 95827. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 5, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
BEAUTY 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01986

Michelle Green-Clark, 4615 
Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, 
CA 95608 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “KM Dance Arts” 4615 
Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, 
CA 95608. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 13, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
KM 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01925

Surinder Singh Bedwal, 7733 
Charmain Court, Antelope, CA 
95843 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Twin River ATMS” 7733 
Charmain Court, Antelope, CA 
95843. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 12, 

2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
TWIN 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01623

Accredited RealEstate Schools 
Inc, 7840 Madison Avenue #149, 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Accredited 
Real Estate Schools Inc” 7840 
Madison Avenue #149, Fair 
Oaks, CA 95628. Filed with the 
Clerk of Sacramento County 
March 4, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
ACCREDITED 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01932

Amanda Dugan, 6550 Sutter 
Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Ritual Cookies” 6550 Sutter 
Avenue, Carmichael, CA 
95608. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 12, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
RITUAL 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01213

Best Choice Logistics Inc, 1922 
Naomi Way, Sacramento, CA 
95815 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Best Choice Logistics/BC Cab” 
1922 Naomi Way, Sacramento, 
CA 95815. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County February 
15, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
BEST 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01268

JDV Distribution LLC, 3710 
Branch Street, Sacramento, CA 
95838 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Jenner Vacation Rentals” 3710 
Branch Street, Sacramento, CA 
95838. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
20, 2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
JENNER 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01713

Ryan Stambuk, 3115 Eades 
Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 
95670 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Off Duty Photography” 3115 
Eades Way, Rancho Cordova, 
CA 95670. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County March 5, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
OFF 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01622

TNT Industrial Contractors, Inc., 
3800 Happy Lane, Sacramento, 
CA 95827 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “TNT Industrial 
Contractors, Inc.” 3800 Happy 
Lane, Sacramento, CA 
95827. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 4, 
2024
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
TNT 4-12-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02073

Donna R. Chabrier, 1523 Oak 
Tree Drive, Roseville, CA 95661 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Real Experience Group” 1610 
R Street Suite 280, Sacramento, 
CA 95811. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 15, 
2024
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 2024
REAL 4-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02101

Carlos Derreza, 1420 South 
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95838 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Derreza Yard Care” 1420 South 
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95838. 
Filed with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 18, 2024
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 2024
DERREZA 4-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02097

Aliatta LLC, 7924 Fruitridge 
Road, Sacramento, CA 95820 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Faisal Market And Restaurant” 
7924 Fruitridge Road, 
Sacramento, CA 95820. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 18, 2024
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 2024
FAISAL 4-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01917

T-Rex Auto Repair LLC, 2577 
Elkhorn Boulevard, Rio Linda, 
CA 95673 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “T-Rex Auto Repair” 
2577 Elkhorn Boulevard, Rio 
Linda, CA 95673. Filed with the 
Clerk of Sacramento County 
March 12, 2024
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 2024
TREX 4-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02256

Critical Path Consulting, PO 
Box 2924, Rancho Cordova, CA 
95741 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Critical Path Training” 4313 
Narraganset Way, Mather, CA 
95655. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 21, 
2024
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 2024
CRITICAL 4-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02247

Devin Wayne Ford, 8686 
Greenback Lane, Orangevale, 
CA 95662 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Smalz Studios” 8686 
Greenback Lane, Orangevale, 
CA 95662. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County March 
21, 2024
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 2024
SMALZ 4-19-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02323

Victor R Garcia and Victor M 
Garcia, 7659 Denio Way, Citrus 
Heights, CA 95610 are doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “CH Café & 
Grill/Ericas Café/Garcia’s Family 
Cafe” 6215 Sunrise Boulevard, 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 25, 2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
CAFE 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02196

CR1F Group LLC, 5000 Birch 
Street #100B, Newport Beach, 
CA 92660 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Credit 1 Finance 
Group” 5000 Birch Street #100B, 
Newport Beach, CA 92660. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 20, 2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
CREDIT 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02078

Elias Caraska, 5518 Auburn 
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 
95841 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“D & W Hobbies” 5518 Auburn 
Boulevard, Sacramento, CA 
95841. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 15, 
2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
HOBBIES 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02206

Mary Gwaltney, 3416 American 
River Drive Suite B, Sacramento, 
CA 95864 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “The Center for 
Educational and Social Success/
Cognizant Counseling and 
Assessment” 3416 American 
River Drive Suite B, Sacramento, 
CA 95864. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 20, 
2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
CENTER 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01918

Silverstreak Registration & 
Permit Services LLC, 8146 
Greenback Lane Suite 101, 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Silverstreak 
Registration & Permit Services” 
8146 Greenback Lane Suite 
101, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 12, 2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
SILVERSTREAK 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02219

Britanie N. Page and Collin W. 
Page, 8468 Central Avenue, 
Orangevale, CA 95662 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Page 
Financial Group” 8468 Central 
Avenue, Orangevale, CA 
95662. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 20, 
2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
PAGE 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02183

German Palomares Karrom, 
4 Hondo Court, Sacramento, 
CA 95823 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “G Welding Services” 
4 Hondo Court, Sacramento, 
CA 95823. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 20, 
2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
WELDING 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02153

John R. Watt, 7007 Main 
Avenue, Orangevale, CA 95662 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Scorched Fabrication” 7007 
Main Avenue, Orangevale, CA 
95662. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 19, 
2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
SCORCHED 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01708

Pomme Miel Businesses LLC, 
4100 Redwood Road Suite 
20A-123, Oakland, CA 94619 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“PizzaForno” 12401 Folsom 
Boulevard, Rancho Cordova, 
CA 95742. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County March 5, 
2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
PIZZAFORNO 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01775

Peter Frank Ochoa, 2201 19th 
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95822 is 
doing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Universe 
Network Services” 2201 19th 
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95822. 
Filed with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 7, 2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
UNIVERSE 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02411

Denis Voyku, 9329 Orangevale 
Avenue, Orangevale, CA 95662 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“DV Transportation Services” 
9329 Orangevale Avenue, 
Orangevale, CA 95662. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 28, 2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
TRANSPORTATION 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02378

ESM Trading Company Inc, 
7817 Wooddale Way, Citrus 
Heights, CA 95610 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Crazee 4 
Pasta/Florian Café and Deli” 
2204 Sunrise Boulevard, Rancho 
Cordova, CA 95670. Filed with 

the Clerk of Sacramento County 
March 27, 2024
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
CRAZEE 4-26-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01150

Alpentanzer Schuhplattler, 
3349 J Street, Sacramento, CA 
95816 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Alpentanzer Schuhplattler/
Alpentänzer Schuhplattler/
STV Alpentanzer Schuhplattler/
STV Alpentänzer Schuhplattler/
Sacramento Turn Verein 
Alpentanzer Schuhplattler/
Sacramento Turn Verein 
Alpentänzer Schuhplattler” 
3349 J Street, Sacramento, CA 
95816. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County February 
13, 2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
ALPENTANZER 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02425

Bashar Bazingan, 3822 El 
Camino Avenue, Sacramento, 
CA 95821 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Lockwise” 3822 El 
Camino Avenue, Sacramento, 
CA 95821. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 28, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
LOCKWISE 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01842

Scott Greenwood, PO Box 3087, 
Carmichael, CA 95609 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Redwood 
Creek Engineering” 2617 K 
Street Suite 125, Sacramento, 
CA 95816. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County March 8, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
REDWOOD 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02444

Evergreen Commercial 
Management, Inc., 2485 
Natomas Park Drive Suite 360, 
Sacramento, CA 95833 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Evergreen 
Management Company” 2485 
Natomas Park Drive Suite 360, 
Sacramento, CA 95833. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 29, 2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
EVERGREEN 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02234

Astronaht LLC, 2108 N Street 
Suite N, Sacramento, CA 95816 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
New House Press” 2108 N 
Street Suite N, Sacramento, CA 
95816. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 21, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
NEW 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02299

Herrada, Inc., 6970 Sunrise 
Boulevard, Citrus Heights, CA 
95610 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“3 Rios Taqueria” 6970 Sunrise 
Boulevard, Citrus Heights, CA 
95610. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 25, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
RIOS 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02334

Kiana O. Flores, 6017 Telesco 
Way, Carmichael, CA 95608 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) “The 
Cat’s Meow - Full Body Waxing 
& Aesthetics” 4719 Manzanita 
Avenue #3, Carmichael, CA 
95608. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 26, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
CATS 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02423

Priority Construction, 11013 
Jackson Road, Sacramento, CA 
95830 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Priority Construction” 11013 
Jackson Road, Sacramento, CA 
95830. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 28, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
PRIORITY 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01698

Trade Key Virtual Media Inc., 
11230 Gold Express Drive 
Suite 310-160, Gold River, 
CA 95670 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Regen Nutraceuticals/
Zen Nootropics/Hemp Healthy 
Naturals/Purelife Natural 
Wellness/Ayurveda Science of 
Life” 9915 Fair Oaks Boulevard 
Suite C, Fair Oaks, CA 
95628. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 5, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
REGEN 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01781

Trevor Hubby Performance 
LLC, 2345 Aerostar Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95834 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Sutter 
Park Fitness” 533 53rd Street 
Suite 110, Sacramento, CA 
95819. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 7, 
2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
SUTTER 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01984

Anulari, LLC, 3845 Sierra Gold 
Drive, Antelope, CA 95843 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Serene 
Furniture – Home Decor” 5128 
Auburn Boulevard, Sacramento, 
CA 95841. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County March 13, 2024

Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
SERENE 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02293

Pro Haircuts LLC, 8391 Folsom 
Boulevard Suite 5, Sacramento, 
CA 95826 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Pro Haircuts” 8391 
Folsom Boulevard Suite 5, 
Sacramento, CA 95826. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County March 22, 2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
PRO 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01866

Dung The Tran, 7205 Alpine 
Frost Drive, Sacramento, CA 
95823 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Chic Nails & Spa Salon” 3443 
Laguna Boulevard Suite 136, 
Elk Grove, CA 95758. Filed with 
the Clerk of Sacramento County 
March 11, 2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
CHIC 5-3-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-01546

H & F Performance Training 
LLC, 1850 Fairchild Drive, 
Carmichael, CA 95608 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Coerver 
Sac Sierra” 1850 Fairchild Drive, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County February 29, 2024
Publish April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 2024
COERVER 5-3-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV004736

Mary Kaye Bartholomew aka 
Mary Kaye Bassett has filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing the name(s) of 
Mary Kaye Bartholomew aka 
Mary Kaye Bassett to Mary Kaye 
Prentice.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on May 23, 2024, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: March 12, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
BASSETT 4-12-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV004689

Isaiah Michael Fennema-
Montoya has filed a petition with 
this court for a decree changing 
the name(s) of Isaiah Michael 
Fennema-Montoya to Isaiah 
Michael Montoya.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on July 3, 2024, at 1:30 
p.m. in Department 53, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: March 12, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5, 12, 2024
MONTOYA 4-12-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV004443

Gabrielle Blalock-Tovar has filed 
a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing the name(s) of 
Gabrielle Nicole Blalock-Tovar 
to Gabrielle Nicole Blalock and 
William Bruce Blalock-Tovar to 
William Bruce Blalock and Eloise 
Carleen Blalock-Tovar to Eloise 
Carleen Blalock.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on May 28, 2024, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: March 8, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12, 19, 2024
TOVAR 4-19-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF SUPERIOR 
COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV005556

Marie Irene Kiene has filed a pe-
tition with this court for a decree 
changing the name(s) of Marie 
Irene Kiene to Siobhan Aine 
Luckie.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on June 5, 2024, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: March 22, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2024
KIENE 4-26-24
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Announcement
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-439- 5645 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move. (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS.Fast Free Pickup – 
Running or Not - 24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion – Help Find Missing Kids! 
Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR?? 
Your car donation to Patriotic 
Hearts helps veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Fast free pick. Running 
or not! Call 24/7: 1-877-529-
0495.  (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriotic 
Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama ahora: 
1-844-244-5441 (24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehi-
cle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-491-2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Plans
DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, 
Golf and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-641-5762( Cal-SCAN)

Computer Service

Cellular Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

Financial
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-231-4274.  (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 866-675-2404 (Cal-SCAN)

Fitness/Yoga

Your Fitness Genie

Be Active, Call Today!
Jenn@YourFitnessGenie.com

Age Well
At Home

Avoid Assisted Living
*Keep Strength and Mobility

(916)768-8767

Virtual SessionsVirtual Sessions

For Sale
’V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

’84 Corvette, 88,000 miles, 
engine is extremely strong, 
4 speed tranny, get’s up and 
goes. Interior needs work. 
Primered. First $2,500 drives 
it away. 530-742-9144 leave 
message. (TFN

Hall Rentals

VFW Post 6158

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663
vfw6158.org/rent-our-hall/ 

Call or come by

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (TFN)

Help Wanted

Many Positions are 
Available. Please    no 
phone calls. Apply in 
person.

HELP WANTED

10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova, 

CA 95670

Insurance/Health
SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annu-
al contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-404-2509 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, we’re 
cutting all installation costs in 
half and offering a FREE safe-
ty upgrade! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 
6/30/24 Call 1-833-985-4766
 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Safe Step. North America?s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 (Cal-

SCAN)

Landscaping

YARD SERVICE
ONE-TIME CLEANUPONE-TIME CLEANUP  

Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul 
NEEDNEED: Landscaping bark?: Landscaping bark?

Gutters cleaned?  Gutters cleaned?  
Light fence work?Light fence work?

CALL 916/205-9310 CALL 916/205-9310 
or 916/627-9000or 916/627-9000

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Music Lessons
Guitar Lessons

Beginner to Advanced  . $20/ 
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-
507-6658, freddiebbalbert@
gmail.com (12/31/2024)

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Roofing

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Lic.#817945   43 Years Experience
916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot, 
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

Tree Service

916-722-6321
VISA / MASTER CARD

Insured. Workman’s comp. Arborist

BPTreeServices.com

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING

FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

California Contractors Lic #1036031

Travel
Alaska, Europe, Hawaii plus 
dozens of other popular trips! 
Starting at $1649 per person 
(double occupancy required.) 
YMT Vacations plans every-
thing, leaving you to relax and 
enjoy. Call 1-844-301-9235 for 
more details. Use promo code 
YMT2024 for $250 off. Limited 
time only. (Cal-SCAN)

rvic

Local Classifieds

ADVERTISE IN 
YOUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER

CALL  
(916) 773-1111GOT LOCAL NEWS? 

Call 
(916) 773 1111

Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

MPG8.COM

Hire  
a  

Pro!

Need Help?

TheRioLindaNews.com

California Enjoys Healthy Water Supply  
But Battles Over Its Uses Continue to Fester

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California’s major reser-
voirs are nearly full thanks 
to two wet winters, the Sierra 
snowpack is deeper than 
usual and the state is likely 
to receive even more rain and 
snow this spring.

After years of drought, 
California’s water supply is 
the healthiest it’s been in the 
21st century. Nevertheless, 
the state’s age-old jousting 
over water use priorities con-
tinues and may become more 
intense as climate change 
affects the amount of water 
available.

On Tuesday (April 2), 
Gov. Gavin Newsom 
strapped on snowshoes 
to accompany state water 
officials as they measured 
the Sierra snowpack near 
Lake Tahoe and declared 
that it’s well over 100% of 
average.

The event was streamed 
online and Newsom used it 
to warn Californians that the 
state’s water future is uncer-
tain and unveil an update of 
the state’s master water plan.

“You can take a deep 
breath this year, but don’t 
quadruple the amount of time 
in your shower,” Newsom 
advised, “then consider that 
this time next year, we may 
be at a different place.”

The water plan must be 
revised every five years 
and the new version dwells 
on “resilience” – making 

the water systems less vul-
nerable to climate change 
– and “equity.” It notes that 
“for more than 95 percent 
of Californians, safe, reli-
able, and affordable water is 
perceived to be a daily guar-
antee, but for approximately 
1 million Californians, there 
is a persistent struggle to 
access water fit for human 
consumption.”

“These extremes are 
becoming the new reality, 
and that new reality requires 
a new approach,” Newsom 
said, adding, “I’ll remind all 
of you the water system in 
California was designed for a 
world that no longer exists.”

The updated plan describes 
itself as a “call to action, an 
all-hands-on-deck endeavor, 
in which everyone has a role 
– state agencies and depart-
ments with water, regulatory, 
and climate responsibilities; 
regional water and resource 
managers and stewards at 
every scale across water 
sectors; and individual 
Californians.”

It assumes that California 
will build two major projects: 
the Sites Reservoir on the 
west side of the Sacramento 
Valley to bank 1.5 million 
acre-feet of water during 
high precipitation years, and 
a 45-mile-long tunnel that 
would carry water from the 
Sacramento River to the head 
of the California Aqueduct 
near Tracy, bypassing the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta.

“We’re seeing real prog-
ress,” Newsom said of the 
$16 billion project. “My 
goal is to get that permit-
ted by the time you kick me 
out.” Newsom described it as 
“foundational (and) critical 
if we’re going to address the 
issue of climate change. It is 
a climate project. It is one of 

the most important projects 
this state can advance.”

Environmental groups con-
tend that the tunnel would 
deprive the Delta of flows 
needed to maintain water 
quality for wildlife. Its future 
is linked to persuading – 
or compelling – farmers to 
reduce their diversions from 
the San Joaquin River and its 
tributaries, thereby allowing 
more water to flow through 
the Delta.

Environmentalists are 
pressing the state Water 
Resources Control Board 
to mandate reductions by 
updating Delta water qual-
ity standards, but that effort 
collides with historic water 
rights. Newsom wants diver-
sions to be reduced through 
“voluntary agreements” 
rather than by decrees that 
would lead to legal battles.

The new water plan 
dances around the issue, 
endorsing the concept of 
voluntary agreements but 
declaring that the water 
board needs “increased 
capacity to halt water diver-
sions when the flows in 
streams diminish (and) 
modernize the water rights 
system in a manner that 
respects water right priori-
ties and aligns with current 
public values and needs.”

Within those vague 
words lies what could be a 
monumental battle.

Dan Walters has been a 
journalist for more than 60 
years, spending all but a 
few of those years working 
for California newspapers. 
He began his professional 
career in 1960, at age 16, 
at the Humboldt Times in 
Eureka, while still attending 
high school, and turned down 
a National Merit scholar-
ship to continue working as a  
journalist.  
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Northern California 
Arts Inc. News Release

CARMICHAEL, CA (MPG) - 
If you or somebody you 
know has an artistic gift, 
Bold Expressions 2024, 
Northern California Arts, 
Inc. is set to have their 
(NCA) 69th International 
Open Juried Art Exhibit 
this coming October. 

This is open to fine art-
ists everywhere. Northern 
California Arts, Inc. is 
located in the Sacramento 
Area and invites you to 
submit your original art-
work .  Pho tography, 
giclees, video, computer 
generated art, or crafts 
are not accepted for this 
show. 

The Juror will be Tom 
Matousek, whose work 
can be found at https://
disneyfineart.com/
collections/tom-matousek. 

The Online applica-
tion deadline is August 
11, 2024. The exhibit 

dates will be October 1, 
2024, to October 26th, 
2024. The Best of Show 
will be awarded $1,000, 
plus other awards will be 
given out. 

Applicants can enter at 
https://www.entrythingy.
com/d=norcalartsinc.
org?start=list.

For a detailed Artist’s 
P r o s p e c t u s ,  v i s i t 

norcalartsinc.org and 
click on “call to artists”. 

F o r  m o r e  B o l d 
Expressions 2024 infor-
mation, email paul@nccn.
net or call 530-346-6078. 
Paul Dessau is the NCA 
Artist Standing Chair. 

For more informa-
tion about Paul, visit his 
website at http://www.
pauldessaufineart.com/�

Call to Local Artists

Paul Dessau, NCA Artist Standing Chair. Photo courtesy of 
Paul Dessau Fine Arts
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We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 
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LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • NATIONAL PARKS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Rhymes with, and 
similar in meaning, to 
blob
5. Refrigerator sound
8. Action word
12. Left, in Russia
13. Departed
14. Locomotive hair
15. As opposed to St. in 
a city, pl.
16. French cordial 
flavoring
17. Type of lily, pl.
18. *Voyageurs National 
Park location
20. Like Andersen’s 
duckling
21. Poacher’s ware
22. Unit of pressure
23. *Volcanoes National 
Park location
26. Dionysus’ female 
followers
30. U.N. labor agency
31. Camels’ relatives
34. Pelvic bones
35. Smears
37. “____ of the land”
38. Gertrude Stein’s 
reception room
39. Sicilian rumbler
40. Strong influence
42. To sum
43. Blushes
45. *Utah national park
47. What blanket and 
landing have in common
48. State before birth
50. Eastern European
52. *Yosemite’s famous 
monolith (2 words)
56. Cockamamie
57. Effect of pain?
58. First weekly news 
magazine in U.S.
59. South African 
currency, pl.
60. Tolstoy’s Karenina
61. The 15th of March
62. King Kong and Koko, 
e.g.
63. Hot one in a bun
64. Copper coin

Down
1. Type of shot
2. Strauss of jeans fame
3. Often found under a 
range
4. Herzegovina’s partner
5. Kind of roll, in school
6. Togetherness
7. *____ Verde National 
Park
8. *Shenandoah National 
Park location
9. Twelfth month of Jewish 
civil year
10. Frost-covered
11. Like certain relief
13. ____ is a byproduct of 
___ (2 3-letter words)
14. “____ for alarm”
19. See nor hear this? pl.
22. Faux ____
23. Opposite of seeker
24. Winged
25. One of Florence Night-
ingale’s concerns
26. American Indians of 
Yucatan
27. Islam’s Supreme Being
28. D in LED
29. *White ____ National 
Park in New Mexico
32. Financial help
33. *Need one to navigate 

a National Park?
36. *The Lakota called it 
“Mako Sica”
38. Razor sharpener
40. *Old Faithful ____, 
lodging spot in Yellowstone
41. Poolside hut
44. Roof overhang
46. Rotten Tomatoes 
contributor
48. Latin American plain
49. Getting an A
50. Finger-produced sound
51. Muffin Man’s Drury 
____
52. “Goodness gracious!”
53. Ocean motion
54. Word of agreement
55. *Bald Eagle’s home in 
Acadia or Olympic National 
Parks
56. One of the Gershwins

COMICS & PUZZLES
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McIntyre Wigle Faustine  Lee

Jana McIntyre, Soprano
Krista Wigle, Mezzo
Sam Faustine, Tenor
Jerry Lee, Baritone

Broadway’s 
Dynamic Duo

Experience a delightful 
afternoon of classic songs 
from Oklahoma, Carousel, 
The Sound of Music,  
The King and I,  
South Pacific and more. 

SATURDAY | MAY 4 | 3pm

Rodgers & Hammerstein 
Celebration

Donald Kendrick Artistic Director

SACRAMENTOCHORAL.ORG

Box Office | Tues –Fri 10am–4pm | 916.808.5181  
or Ticketmaster.com

SAFE Credit Union Performing Arts Center
1301 L STREET, SACRAMENTO

SACRAMENTO CHORAL SOCIETY 
& ORCHESTRA

SEASON 28 FINALE

FREEDOM FROM YOUR HURTS,  
HABITS, AND HANG-UPS 
TUESDAY NIGHTS 7PM - 9:30PM 

52 WEEKS A YEAR


