California

‘In Chaos’

| PAGE 6

d Insurance Market

Are Coming

The A’s

to Town

PAGE 9

VOL33+ISSUE 07

Bringing You Community News For Over 30 Years

DOGGY DASH
APRIL 20 AT

LAND PARK

"- - )dﬁ ™ i. ‘\J

RIVER'S
EDGE
EGG DRO

DON'T

Rocker Loans Heart and Harley

Tesla rock band vocalist Jeff Keith (front, center) joins friends at Woodhaven Avenue, Carmichael, to plan a “Ride For Reason”
fundraiser.

Story and photos by Susan
Maxwvell Skinner

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
Tesla rock band vocalist Jeff Keith
will reunite “Ride for Reason” bike
ride supporters on May 4.
Self-confessed "two-wheel
maniac" Keith (65) first revved
up for the charity ride in 2012.
The event aids the Higher Purpose
Foundation, a nonprofit that supports

foster youth. This year, veteran
causes will also benefit.

“It’s a great feeling to do this ride
again,” says Keith. “Helping others
is an important part of success in the
music industry. You’re on a platform
where you can reach people. You can
do a lot of good.”

The Granite Bay resident fronts
the heavy-metal Tesla group, a
Sacramento staple and anchor for
many U.S. and international tours.

Despite a brief 1990s split, the rock-
ers have sold more than 14 million
albums and are now completing a
Mandalay Bay (Las Vegas) resi-
dency. Gravel-voiced Keith has been

their lead singer for four decades.
When not gigging, he is tooling
around Northern California on his
Harley Davidson. “There’s nothing
like being on my bike,” he says. “I
love the freedom. The engine sound
Continued on Page 2
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New Theatre Company Has First Show

Pioneer Players News
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Pioneer Players, a
newly formed nonprofit
theatre company in mid-
town Sacramento, have
announced their inaugural
production, Oscar Wilde’s
“The Importance of Being
Earnest.”

Serving as the new res-
ident theatre company of
Pioneer Congregational
United Church of Christ,
Pioneer Players is the
creative vision of artis-
tic director and church
member David-Matthew
Barnes. The objective of
the new company is to pro-
duce inspiring and uplifting
shows including plays for
young audiences and orig-
inal works written by their
planned workshop-based
Pioneer Playwrights.

Barnes, whose cata-

A IER R SA\

The cast of “The Importance of Being Earnest” performs on stage. Photo courtesy of Pioneer

log of more than 70 stage
plays has been produced
around the world, says
he recognized the need
for more support for local
playwrights. “Many of my
stage plays were first per-
formed in Sacramento

Players

before moving on to other
theaters,” he says. “Giving
the opportunity to work-
shop scripts is something
I’m very committed to
offering to fellow play-
wrights. We would love

for Pioneer Players to be
the first theatrical home
for many playwrights in
Sacramento.”

Similarly, Barnes rec-
ognized the need for more
productions specifically

aimed at young audiences.
This fall, Pioneer Players
will launch their first chil-
dren’s theater production
(featuring adult actors), an
interactive musical version
Continued on Page @

County
Updating
Economic

Strategic
Plan

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - Sacramento
County’s Office of
Economic Development
(OED) has launched
efforts to create an updated
Economic Development
Strategic Plan (EDSP) to
guide priorities, programs
and resources for the next
five years.

“The Sacramento County
organization, community,
and economic landscape
has undergone significant
change since our last stra-
tegic plan,” said Crystal
Bethke, director of
Economic Development
for Sacramento County.
“With this transition comes
the opportunity to renew
our vision and set strategic
areas of focus to meet the
needs of our community
and stimulate sustainable
economic growth.”

The last Economic
Development Strategic
Plan was in 2014.

On Jan. 9, 2024, the
Board of Supervisors
approved a consult-
ing contract with HR&A
Advisors, Inc. (HR&A)
to lead the Economic
Development Strategic
Plan development.

Selected through a
highly competitive Request
for Proposals process,
HR&A has four decades
of experience in delivering
strategic economic devel-
opment solutions to cities,
counties and special dis-
tricts within the region.

Throughout 2024,
HR&A will engage with
the community and key
stakeholders, conduct
an in-depth economic
analysis, and create an
actionable strategy and
implementation roadmap
for Sacramento County’s
Office of Economic
Development.

The updated Economic
Development Strategic
Plan will build on existing
regional economic devel-
opment work, enhance

inclusive economic
Continued on Page 5
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Doggy Dash to Take Place
April 20 At Land Park

By Annie Kerr

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- The largest 5K/2K dog
walk and festival event
in the Sacramento area
is right around the cor-
ner. On April 20, the
Sacramento SPCA will
hold the 31st annual
Doggy Dash at William
Land Park from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. The Doggy Dash is
a widely beloved event in
the Sacramento area and
is a great way to not only
have a fun day with your
furry friend, but also con-
tribute to the efforts of the
SPCA to save and care for

animals in need.
Participation in the
Doggy Dash helps the
Sacramento SPCA provide
direct care for more than
40,000 animals each year
in the community. Funds
raised at this event pro-
vide medical care to sick
or injured animals, low-
cost vaccinations and spay/
neuter services, behavior
training, humane education
programs and more.
Registration is now open
for the Doggy Dash, with
options to register as an
individual or as a team.
Individual walkers pay
$35, while teams pay $45.

With registration comes a
short-sleeved T-shirt and
admission into the festival
afterwards. On the day of
the Doggy Dash, registra-
tion opens at 8:30 a.m. and
the 2K/5K walk leaves at
10:00 a.m. Note: registra-
tion is $50 on the day of. It
is required that all dogs be
up to date on their vaccina-
tions to participate.
Immediately follow-
ing the walk, stay and play
at the Bark in the Park
festival and enjoy K-9
demonstrations, contests,
and more than 100 spon-
sor and vendor booths to
visit, sample and purchase

APRIL 20 I
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The 31st Doggy Dash will be
on April 20 in Sacramento.
Photo courtesy of Sacramento
SPCA

pet-friendly products and
more.

Bark at the Park Festival
admission is free for regis-
tered Doggy Dash walkers.
There is a $5 suggested
donation for anyone not
registered to walk upon
entering the festival area.

As of press time,
$81,000 has already been
raised for the 2024 Doggy
Dash, with a goal of
$222,500.

The park is on the corner

Support all the furry friends of Sacramento by participating in
the Doggy Dash. Photo courtesy of Sacramento SPCA

of Sutterville Road and
Freeport Boulevard.
For tickets, registration,

donations, and more infor-
mation, refer to the SPCA
Doggy Dash website. %

Rocker Loans Heart
and Harley

Continued from Page 1

is cool; having hundreds of
other engines beside you is
even cooler.”

Fundraising is further
music to his ears. Keith’s
friend, Sacramento busi-
nessman Ryan Fleenor,
formed the Higher Purpose
Foundation in 1995, and
it has since raised more
than $250,000 to aid foster
youth. Keith’s namesake
ride assisted until it splut-
tered to a 2018 hiatus. The
pandemic and aftermath
stalled resumption until
this year.

“Ryan asked me to con-
sider doing it again,” says
Keith. “It just worked
out that Tesla’s schedule
had an opening in May.
I’m excited to get behind

another ride.”

The event will begin at
Harley Davidson’s Folsom
dealership. Riders will
sedately thunder along
50 miles of back roads
to reach the Roseville
Opera House Saloon more
than an hour later. Here,
Sacramento country singer
Jennifer Bell will sing the
National Anthem, and
during a lunch and concert
Jeff Keith promises to jam
for several numbers.

Event manager is
Whitney Webb, a for-
mer teacher who manages
Higher Purpose Foundation
operations and hopes to see
more than 400 riders fol-
low Jeff Keith’s exhaust on
May 4.

“With the money raised,

we’ll give backpacks,
school clothes, Christmas
gifts and necessities to
underprivileged children
and families registered
within the Sacramento
system,” explains the
Carmichael mom. “We’ll
also support Bridges Inc.,
that provides specialized
youth services.

“We love having Jeff
involved. He stands for
humanity and for making
the world a better place.”

Foundation funds will
also donate a trained PTSD
service dog for a combat
veteran. Support for a vet-
erans’ golf program and
for veteran excursions will
also result.

Helping the cause, con-
tends Jeff Keith, shows

NEVER STEP INTO
THE UNKNOWN

ALONE!

The LaPlaca Triplets - Circa 2010

Trust My 42 Years
Of Experience - |1 Will
Be With You Every
Step Of The Way

BERKSHIRE | Drysdale
HATHAWAY | Properties
HomeServices CalDRE# 00842218

MEMBER

Nick LaPlaca
916-764-7500

24 Hour Info at nick@nicklaplaca.com

Jeff Keith (center) hangs with friends Pete DePalma (left) and High Purpose Foundation founder

Ryan Fleenor.

appreciation for safe
communities.

“Without our vets, we
wouldn’t have freedom to
make choices in our lives,"
he says. “We owe them
everything.”

Jeff Keith’s Ride for
Reason Reunion will

placement of veneers

implant restoration

Stephen A. Genus, DMD

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Restorative dentistry including

Extractions, implant placement and

Always accepting new patients
Contracted with Delta Dental
Accepts most insurances

assemble at Folsom Harley
Davidson on the morning
of Saturday, May 4 and hit
the road at 11 a.m.

The ride ends at

Roseville Opera House
Saloon.

Anyone with any type of
motorbike can participate.

Registration fee of $30
includes lunch and a con-
cert by Bob Seger tribute
band CCsegeR. Meal and
concert tickets are also
available for $25.

For information, visit
higherpurposefoundation.
org. *

20+ years in the
neighborhood

7220 Greenhaven Drive, #5

Sacramento, CA 95831

916 427-8900

LIC #342701040

LOOKING FOR A COMMUNITY TO SUPPORT YOU,

as you care for a loved one with dementia? Join our Caregiver
Connections Support Group.

We offer a safe space for caregivers of people with dementia to share
feelings of stress, frustration, need, hope and love.

The 1st Tuesday of every month at 1:00 PM
Bruceville Point, a Tenfold Senior Living community
9730 Backer Ranch Road
Elk Grove, CA 95757

Call us at (916) 226-5300, or email us at info@brucevillepoint.com,
for more information, or just drop in. You’re welcome here.

Please join us.

# tenfold

¢ BRUCEVILLE POINT

We are stronger and more resilient together, in community.
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Youths wait patiently to retrieve eggs at the River’s Edge
Church’s Egg Drop. Photo courtesy of River's Edge Church

SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - On March 23,
2024, the Saturday eight
days before Easter, about
10,000 eggs were dropped
in the grassy lot behind

River’s Edge Church.

The church works with
Capitol Helicopters based
at Sacramento Executive
Airport to make the event
happen. *

Onlookers marvel as a helicopter drops Easter eggs at River’s

Edge Church. Photo courtesy of River's Edge Church

Revelers gather Easter eggs next to River’s Edge Church.
Photo courtesy of River's Edge Church

A helicopter drops Easter eggs at River’s Edge Church in the
Pocket area. The eggs are visible in the grassy lot behind the
church. Photo courtesy of River’s Edge Church

Midtown Farmers Market Kicks Off a Fresh Season

Midtown Farmers
Market News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Celebrating its 11th con-
secutive season in the heart
of the dynamic district,
Midtown Association has
a series of fresh, free and
family-friendly activations
planned in April high-
lighted by fitness workouts,
citrus tasting, entertaining
music, interactive games,
a spring fashion show,
and more. Proudly pre-
sented by Sutter Health
and always bursting with
fresh fruit and produce,
gourmet or locally made
products and artisan goods,
the open-air market is

available year-round with
spring/summer hours now
in effect from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m.

A sampling of some
of the special activations
happening in April at the
Midtown Farmers Market
includes the following
(Market Square is located
at 20th & K Streets):

Saturday, April 13

9-10 a.m. -
Sacramento-based fitness
studio Instaphysique (that
is opening a new location
in the 19J building) will
host three 10 to 15-minute
mini trampoline workouts
in Market Square

10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. — Live music by

singer/songwriter John
Alan Connerley in Market
Square

Saturday, April 2

8 a.m. to noon — Sac
Republic FC will host
spirited yard games in
Producer's Plaza

10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
—JAS Music will take over
Market Square with live
saxophone and entertain-
ing beats

Saturday, April 2

9 to 10:30 a.m. — G6
Performance Training will
host three 10 to 15-minute
fitness classes in Market
Square

10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. — Live music by
singer/songwriter John

/
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Realtors

Alan Connerley returns to
Market Square to delight
audience with his musical
mastery.

11 to 11:30 a.m. —
Spring Fashion Show in
the WEAVE parking lot
that highlights items/styl-
ing from market vendors
and four-legged friends
with participation from Fig
Mobile Fashion, Owlhaired
Designs, Wildflower
Daydreams, Bunker's Attic,
Art Scarf, and more

Every Saturday, the
Midtown Farmers Market
is filled with local ven-
dors and artisans that offer
a diverse array of gifts
such as fragrant fresh flow-
ers by returning vendor

KC Flowers or hand-sol-
dered framed florals by
Owlhaired Designs. Plus,
food enthusiasts will love
culinary options such as
pierogies from UkrFood
or Cuban burritos from
Gondo Fusion.

Owned and managed by
the Midtown Association,
the Midtown Farmers
Market continues to grow
and evolve to reflect the
thriving and eclectic tastes
of the surrounding neigh-
borhood. Spanning five
city blocks, the Midtown
Farmers Market lies in the
heart of Midtown at 20th
& K Streets. More detailed
information about the
Midtown Farmers Market

plus a regularly updated
market map are available
at midtownfarmersmarket-
sac.com.

In addition to offering
numerous public transpor-
tation options, Midtown
Sacramento is walkable
and bike/scooter/car-share
friendly with plenty of
parking available in nearby
garages plus various lots
throughout Midtown.

For more about
Midtown Sacramento, vis-
itexploremidtown.org or
follow on social media
— Facebook atfacebook.
com/exploremidtown and
@ExploreMidtown on
Instagram and X. *

Ron Nakano

Broker Associate

916-396-4430

CalDRE# 00793682
Ron.Nakano@cbnorcal.com
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This 2 bedroom 2 bath home has it all! Small patio for relaxing. Kitchen, dining room, and living room combination. Open concept is great for
entertaining. Large attached 2-car garage. Spacious primary suite. Roof has been replaced by the HOA. HVAC, kitchen, windows, shower stall have
been updated previously. Nice community pool for relaxing. Walk or bike to the Sacramento River to enjoy the sunsets. Walking/biking trails close-by.
Nice parks for outdoor activities. Walk to bakery, coffee, hardware store, hair/nail salon, grocery store, restaurants, pharmacy, gym and more. No need
to drive. Rare opportunity to own in this highly desired neighborhood. HOA covers pool, front yard landscaping, maintains common areas, exterior
maintenance and more. Move right in and enjoy this low maintenance lifestyle!

2Beds | 2Baths | $330,000 | 1,101 Sq Ft.
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Sacramento Superior Court Celebrates
Historic Women Leaders

Superior Court of
California News
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Sacramento Superior
Court proudly celebrates
the contributions of his-
toric women leaders who
have blazed trails within
the court.

Presiding Judge Bunmi
0. Awoniyi is the first
Black woman to preside
over the unified Superior
Court of Sacramento.
Judge Awoniyi was
appointed to the bench by
Gov. Jerry Brown in 2012.
During her tenure, she has
served rotations in Family
Law, Criminal Domestic
Violence, Criminal Trials,
and Master Calendar
for all Criminal assign-
ments. She also served as
the Supervising Judge for
Family Law and Probate

for four years and served
two years as the court’s
Assistant Presiding Judge.
Juvenile Court
Supervising Judge Dena
M. Coggins is the first
Black woman from the
Sacramento County bench
to be nominated by a sit-
ting president to serve on
the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of
California. Judge Coggins
was appointed to the bench
by Gov. Gavin Newsom in
March 2021. She presides
over dependency matters.
Veteran court employee
Ginger Durham is the first
Black woman to serve
as Jury Commissioner
for Sacramento Superior
Court. Durham is a
Nationally Certified Court
Manager through the
National Center of State
Courts and has worked
at the court for 18 years.

In addition to Jury and
Interpreter Services, she
has also managed the
court reporters and court
attendants throughout
her career, is an active
participant in several
statewide pilot programs,
is the Language Access
Representative for the
Sacramento Superior
Court and is on the bar-
gaining team for the
Region 3 Courts in the
court’s labor relation-
ship with the California
Communications Workers
Union.

Laetesia Ible is the
first Black woman to
serve as the court’s Chief
Financial Officer. Prior
to joining the court in
2023, Ible had more than
15 years of experience
with Sacramento County
in various fiscal roles.
She previously managed

Sacramento Superior Court Presiding Judge Bunmi O. Awoniyi speaks with Judge Dena M.
Coggins, Jury Commissioner Ginger Durham and CFO Laetesia Ible in her chambers. Photo
courtesy of Sacramento Superior Court

the Sacramento County
Probation Department’s
Fiscal Unit as a Senior
Administrative Analyst,
overseeing all bud-
getary, purchasing,
accounting, contracting,

and grant reporting for the
department.

In honor of Women’s
History Month, the
Sacramento Superior
Court recognizes all
women leaders who have

made indelible marks on
the judicial system. Their
courage, determination,
and commitment to justice
are inspiration for an equi-
table and inclusive future.

*

SMUD'’s Shine Program Invests
$580,000 in Local Pr()]ects

SMUD News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Twenty-nine local non-
profit organizations will
benefit from more than
$580,000 in funding from
SMUD'’s annual Shine pro-
gram. The Shine program,
now in its 7th year, is sup-
porting nonprofit programs
that engage communities
across SMUD’s service
area in an equitable tran-
sition to a clean energy
future.

This year’s projects will
increase access to clean
energy/STEM education
and support environmen-
tal justice and equity, zero
carbon workforce devel-
opment, habitat restoration
and increased tree can-
opy, energy efficiency and
electrification for nonprof-
its, inclusive economic
development, youth entre-
preneur development and
job readiness programs
and trainings for under-re-
sourced community
members.

“SMUD’s vision for
a clean energy future is
about much more than
transforming our power
plants, it’s about equitably
transforming the communi-
ties we serve,” said SMUD
CEO and General Manager
Paul Lau. “The Clean
PowerCity movement
empowers our region’s
households, businesses and
diverse communities to
help us reach and deliver
our ambitious 2030 Zero
Carbon Plan. From clean
energy outreach and STEM
lessons in classrooms, to

Reggae Heaven: Holo Holo Music
Festival Returning to Sacramento

Good Vibez Presents
News Release

Local nonproflt leaders gather to celebrate SMUD'’s 7th Annual Shine Awards. Photo courtesy
of SMUD

neighborhood revitaliza-
tion projects, workforce
training in under-resourced
communities and new
apprentices, SMUD’s
Shine program harnesses
the determination and
vision of local nonprof-
its, regional partners and
the communities we serve
and supports them in mak-
ing meaningful change
that will benefit the entire
region for generations to
come.”

This year, 112 commu-
nity members participated
in program education ses-
sions, 148 community
members participated in
technical assistance ses-
sions and 84 organizations
moved forward and sub-
mitted applications in the
competitive award process.
Per Shine requirements,
SMUD’s investments are
matched by the recipient
for mak mum impact.

The 29 selected

nonprofits include
American River Parkway
Foundation; Asian
Resources, Inc.; Associated
General Contractors
Construction Education
Foundation (AGC CEF);
Carmichael Improvement
District; Center for Land-
Based Learning; City
of Trees Foundation;
CLEANSTART, Inc.;
Folsom Historic Society;
Franklin Blvd Business
Association; Freedom
Through Education; Fulton
El Camino Recreation
and Park District;
Futures Explored; Health
Education Council;
HumanBulb; Interns2Pros;
Iranian American Culture
& Education; Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Cordova
Foundation; Lion's
Roar Dharma Center;
National Academic Youth
Council DBA Sojourner
Truth African Heritage
Museum; NeighborWorks

Be 1 part of Something importunt

Help bring the local news to Your Neighborhood

Sacramento; Relmagine
Mack Road Partnership;
Sacramento Children's
Museum; Sacramento
Food Bank & Family
Services; ShopClass;
Soil Born Farms; Square
Root Academy; Sunshine
Food Pantry and Resource
Center; The Salvation
Army; Voices of Youth.

SMUD will take an
active role in monitoring
performance and progress
of each project.

Shine awards range from
$5,000 to $100,000. Any
nonprofit organization
within SMUD’s service
area is eligible to apply.
Shine awards are available
at three funding levels:
Spark (up to $10,000),
Amplifier (up to $50,000)
and Transformer (up to
$100,000).

For more information
about the SMUD Shine
program, visit smud.org/
Shine. *

SACRAMENTO, CA
(MPG) - For the third
year running, Good Vibez
Presents—the promoters
behind Monterey’s leg-
endary California Roots
Music and Arts Festival—
are bringing their traveling
Holo Holo Music Festival
back to Sacramento. Over
the weekend of Sept. 21
and 22, Heart Health Park
at Cal Expo will be trans-
formed into a musical oasis
of island vibes with perfor-
mances from Kolohe Kai,
Maoli, J Boog, and many
many more.

"When we first had the
idea of Holo Holo, we
wanted to bring the music
of Hawaii to the mainland
as a gift to those who are
homesick for the sounds
and feelings of home,” says
O’ahu-born Good Vibez
co-owner Dan Sheehan.
“Two years into the con-
cept, it has grown to be so
much more. We have art-
ists from all corners of the
Polynesian Triangle and
beyond performing. What
started as a straight-ahead
music festival paying
homage to music of the
islands has grown into a
full-blown celebration of
island culture with spiri-
tual welcome ceremonies
and traditional dances from
local halaus, in addition to
island eats and drinks by
local vendors.”

Since its inception in
Northern California in
2022, the festival has taken
on new markets, bring-
ing its second gathering
to Las Vegas, Nevada, in

the early summer of 2023,
to Sacramento the fol-
lowing fall, San Diego
this summer, and back to
Sacramento in September.
“The support we have
received from the art-
ist, fans, and sponsors has
been nothing short of the
true spirit of Aloha. We
look forward to bring-
ing Holo Holo back to the
great city of Sacramento,"
says Sheehan.

For a festival that’s
constantly moving,
Sacramento has become
a yearly stop for Holo
Holo. “We’re thrilled to
have Holo Holo as a part
of Sacramento’s growing
music festival portfolio,”
said Visit Sacramento
President & CEO Mike
Testa. “The energy of the
lineup really aligns with
the spirit of our city, and
we can’t wait for music
fans to come and celebrate
with us later on this year.”

The full lineup for
Holo Holo Music Festival
Sacramento can be found
below. Tickets went on
sale March 29. For more
information, visit holo-
holofestival.com.

HoloH olo
SacramentoL ineup

On Saturday, Sept. 21,
the artists performing will
be Kolohe Kai, J Boog,
lam Tongi, Ho'onu'a, Josh
Tatofi, FIA, and Kuulei
Music.

On Sunday, Sept. 22,
Maoli, The Green, Kapena,
Ekolu, John Cruz, Irie
Love, and Siaosi will be
performing. It is hosted,
both days, by Western
Conference. *

We are looking for
families who want
to deliver the local
nhewspaper in your
heighborhoods.

Provide great customer
service to our readers
every Thursday/Fricay.

Make money as a family
effort by working together
to get the job done.

Earn money to pay those
growing monthly bills.

Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

Must have a valid California drivers
license and current auto insurance.
Previous newspaper delivery
experience a plus but not required.

*Delivery must be completed by an adult.

Call 916-773-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.
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Your Elks 6 Lodge

Needs Your Help!

Help is needed in the
office from 9 - 3 Monday
through Friday to answer
phones, sell event tickets
etc.

We also need help
in the Rental office to
answer the phone.

If you can lend a hand
even if it is half a day or
one day per week, please
contact me and I will get
your information to the
appropriate person.

For questions or to
volunteer call or send
text message to Sue Hill
215-327-7712.

Elk’s Lodge
Calendar of Events

Farmer’s Market, 9
am-1 pm every Saturday
starting April 6.

Country Music
BBQ Dance, 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 13, with
the All Hat No Cattle
band; $35. tax included.
No-host bar and dance
lessons, 5;30; Dinner
6:30; Music at 7.

Elk’s Lodge Sunday
Breakfast, 8:30 am-11
am every Sunday. Bring
your friends and family;
$15 tax included. Best
deal in town. Made to
order Omelets or eggs any
way you want.. Bacon,
sausage, potatoes, biscuits
and gravy, pancakes, waf-
fles, coffee large parties
should call for reserva-
tions. Guests are VERY

welcome!
Water Aerobics,
Monday 10 am,

Wednesday 2 pm, Friday
10 am

Yoga, Monday 12 pm,
Wednesday 3:30 pm.

Lodge members free.

Martial Arts, Monday
5pm

Pickleball, Mon & Wed
9 am-12 pm, Thu 4:30-
7:30 pm, Sun 4-7 pm

To sign up or confirm
schedule, join playtimes-
cheduler.com

Improv Night, 2nd &
4th Wednesdays, 6-8 pm

Wednesday Night
Dinner, 5:30 to 7 pm

See above and elks6.net
for weekly menu.

Karaoke

Thursday 7 pm

Saturday 7:30 pm

Friday Happy Hour,
Friday 4-7 pm

Line Dancing, 2nd and
4th Fridays

Sacramento Area
Museums Showcase
Region’s Farm-to-
Fork Roots All Year

Long

The Greater
Sacramento region is rich
with popular museums
and destinations that offer
diverse and enriching
experiences for individ-
uals, families, residents,
and visitors alike. Given
the critically important
role agriculture contin-
ues to play in the region,
many local museums offer
special exhibits, experi-
ences and activations that
highlight ever-enduring
Farm-to-Fork connec-
tions. A sampling of some
of the Farm-to-Fork offer-
ings at local museums
includes the following:

California Agriculture
Museum — Woodland is
home to an entire museum
focused on agriculture,
filled with a unique col-
lection of harvesters,
wheel and crawler-type

tractors, combines, trucks,
art, artifacts, rotating inter-
active exhibits and much
more.

In all, the museum tells
the history of Farm-to-
Fork, dating back to the
Gold Rush era and how
the industry evolved from
horse drawn to steam driven
to fuel powered machines
to harvest and transport
California’s bounty.

California State
Railroad Museum &
Foundation — A Fruit
Growers Express refriger-
ated rail car is on permanent
display inside the Museum’s
Roundhouse. Museum visi-
tors can explore this historic
rail car and exhibit, “Farm
to Fork: A Public History,”
and learn about how refrig-
erated rail cars enabled
California farmers, growers,
and producers send farm-to-
fork freshness all over the
country.

Visitors can step inside
the historic Fruit Growers
Express rail car to see how
the ice-cooled rail cars
transported produce and
built an agricultural system
that exports more wealth
than the California Gold
Rush.

Plus, the popular week-
end excursion train,
Sacramento Southern
Railroad — currently on
pause due to an important
rail repair project — runs on
the historic Walnut Grove
Branch Line. This rail line
transported pears, aspara-
gus, celery, seeds, and other
products from the Delta
communities to markets
nationwide.

Sacramento Children’s
Museum — Young Visi-
tors hungry to learn about
fresh food have a variety

of options at the Children’s
Museum, including at the
miniature Leo’s Market and
Leo’s Food Court (a minia-
ture market of food carts),
about bees and honey with
the in-house beehive, and
an interactive train table
highlighting Sacramento’s
agricultural landscape in
miniature, complete with
mini livestock. Plus, the
Children’s Museum will be
at the Farm-to-Fork Festival
(September 22-23) sharing
vegetable stamp printing
with visitors.

SMUD Museum of
Science & Curiosity —
MOSAC’s interactive
exhibits bring the story of
water to life, demonstrating
how our region is work-
ing together to conserve
this natural resource for
now and future generations.
The “Water Challenge”
exhibit lets museum visitors
actively shape a water-
shed’s flow, create a tune
for saving water at home,
and choose between local
or non-local foods to buy
based on how everyday
decisions impact conser-
vation efforts — all while
learning about the environ-
mental footprint along the
way.

Utility Exploration
Center — The City
of Roseville’s Utility
Exploration Center (UEC)
is a testament to the region’s
commitment to sustain-
able living and resource
conservation.

Nestled in the heart of
a region renowned for its
Farm-to-Fork movement,
the UEC acts as an edu-
cational hub, encouraging
residents and visitors alike
to delve into the intrica-
cies of energy and water

conservation, waste reduc-
tion, and sustainable
practices. By fostering an
understanding of how we
use and preserve resources,
the UEC underscores the
importance of our agricul-
tural roots.

For more information
about upcoming activi-
ties offered by Sacramento
area museums, “like”
them on Facebook at
www.Facebook.com/
SacMuseums, follow them
on Instagram and Twitter
@SacMuseums or visit the
user-friendly website at
www.SacMuseums.org.

Elks 6 Volunteer
Opportunities
Aui lable

This is just a partial list
of ways you can be of ser-
vice to the Lodge and by
ek ension the community.

- PM Crew - We wel-
come anyone willing to
work but especially if
you have experience in
mechanical, electrical,
general contracting, paint-
ing, or plumbing the lodge
really needs you.

- Bar Back - Help out the
paid bartenders for large
events.

- Bartender - Riverside
bar for Elks events

There will be a meeting
for volunteer bar tenders
some time this week.
email or text Sue Hill
if you want to be on the
meeting list

- Sunday Breakfast -
Cook, Serve, bus tables

- Wednesday Night
Dinners - Help or adopt
a night one time or once
a month

- Join the member-
ship committee.

Attend events and

be available to give
tours: Help at member-
ship booth at Farmers
Market, Man a member-
ship booth at the Craft
Fair or Parking Lot Sale,
Make phone calls to
members

For more informa-
tion, call or text Sue Hill
215-327-7712.

Friends of Sutter’s
Fort Announces
Discounted
Admission Rates

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
— Friends of Sutter’s
Fort, in partnership with
Sutter’s Fort State Historic
Park, is proud to present a
series of family-friendly
events and activations
this fall highlighted by
holiday themed movies,
an all-ages concert, and
adventurous self-guided
evening tours by flashlight
or lantern light.

For those interested in
visiting inside Sutter’s
Fort State Historic Park
(that is open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. daily), all Fort
admission fees will be
waived for the duration of
a major roof replacement
and seismic stabilization
project that is currently
underway. Visitors can
observe the rehabilita-
tion project firsthand and
tour the Central Building,
which remains open.

For more information,
please visit www.sutters-
fort.org

Volunteerf orL and
Parkon M ay
9:00 am - 11:30 am: Join
your Neighbors to support
William Land Park and
help clean it up on Park
Work Day on May 4th.

Call o place your
legal advertising

916-773-1111

County Updating Economic Strategic Plan

Continued from Page 1
development efforts and
introduce new and timely
strategies for the future
focus of economic devel-
opment efforts.

The Economic
Development Strategic
Plan development process
will be transparent, with
regular updates provided
on project milestones,

timelines and opportu-
nities for community
involvement.

Residents and stake-
holders are encouraged to
participate in community
engagement activities to
contribute to the shaping of
Sacramento County’s eco-
nomic future.

For more informa-
tion on the Economic

Development Strategic
Plan development pro-
cess, including updates on
objectives, timelines and
opportunities for commu-
nity involvement, visit the
Economic Development
Strategic Plan webpage
at economic.saccounty.
gov/StrategicPlan/Pages/

default.aspx *

OH

NO!

Is that really happening?

Read the public notices in our newspaper
or on our website to learn more about:

Government meetings, bids & contracts
Foreclosures
Unclaimed property
School Board issues
Elections/Polling places, initiative petiti

Tax assessments/proposals

Community

Wornotip

River’'s Edge Church

6449 Riverside Blvd.  391-9845

Sunday Worship: 10:00am
WwWWw.recsac.org

Saint Anthony Parish

660 Florin Road ¢ 428-5678
Sunday Masses: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. and Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm

Daily Mass: 8:00 a.m Monday through Friday ® www.stasac.org

Greenhaven Lutheran Church

475 Florin Road (across from Kennedy High School) ® 428-8449
Bible Study & Sunday School 9:00 a.m.

Worship 10:15 a.m.

www.greenhavenlutheran.org

WE SUPPORT

FIRST RESPONDERS

LT
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California Insurance Market ‘In Chaos’

> = Pl ™
Here are the remains of a burned home in Berryessa Highlands on Sept. 21, 2020. Photo by Anne Wernikoff for CalMatters

By Levi Sumagaysay
CALMatters.org

With more California home-
owners just discovering their
insurance policies are getting
canceled — and hundreds of
thousands of others stuck with
a pricey option of last resort —
state Insurance Commissioner
Ricardo Lara’s efforts to fix the
home insurance market can’t
come quickly enough.

Lara has introduced two main
regulations, with more to come.
The first, unveiled last month,
aims to streamline rate reviews.
State law gives the Insurance
Department the power to approve
or deny insurers’ requests to raise
premiums. Insurance companies
complain the process has been
holding up the increases they seek
as a result of what they say are
increased costs due to rising cli-
mate-change risks and inflation.

The second regulation will
let insurers use catastrophe
modeling — which combines
historical data with projected risk
and losses — along with other
factors when setting their premi-
ums. California is the last state to
allow for catastrophe modeling.

“We’re undertaking the state’s
largest insurance reform,” Lara
said during a press conference
earlier this month. “We can no
longer look solely to the past to
guide us to the future.”

He said catastrophe model-
ing will lead to “more reliable
rates,” “greater insurance avail-
ability” and “safer communities,”
because he said it would further
encourage and reward wild-
fire mitigation by homeowners
and communities. Insurance
Department spokesperson
Michael Soller said success will
mean fewer homeowners need-
ing to turn to the FAIR Plan, the
state-mandated insurer of last
resort.

Insurance trade groups, which
stand to benefit most from the
new regulations, agree with
Lara’s support for catastro-
phe modeling and support his
so-called sustainable insurance
strategy. So do fire chiefs, to
an extent. But almost everyone
else — homeowners, consumer
groups and former insurance
commissioners — has lingering
concerns.

U.S. Rep. John Garamendi,
a Democrat representing parts
of Solano and Contra Costa
counties, had two stints as state
insurance commissioner in the
mid-1990s and early 2000s.
He says the insurance market
is “in chaos” — and that Lara
should be holding public hear-
ings and demanding insurance
company executives testify to
explain to Californians why

their premiums are rising.

“One of the critical things a
commissioner does is to analyze
the market and provide the pub-
lic with information,” Garamendi
said in an interview with
CalMatters. “(Lara) didn’t use his
power to control the industry and
second, to inform Californians.”

The criticism drew a retort
from Soller: “Commissioner Lara
is fixing decades-long neglected
issues that have led to this crisis.
He is focused on safeguarding
the integrity of the state’s insur-
ance market, not second-guessing
from predecessors who had their
chance and failed to act.”

Dave Winnacker, chief of
the East Bay’s Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, said the upsides of
catastrophe modeling include
being able to credit what home-
owners, communities and
governments do to lessen wild-
fire risk. That includes being able
to account for the numbers and
proximity of firefighters in cer-
tain areas, Winnacker said.

“Depending on where you are
in a state, and that’s tied to pop-
ulation density, the number of
firefighters available could affect
the outcome (of a wildfire),” he
said, adding that catastrophe
models should reflect that.

He also said he and other
fire chiefs are working to make
sure the interests of consumers,
fire professionals, insurers and
the state are aligned. Insurers
may not know what homeown-
ers, communities and local fire
departments are doing to reduce
wildfire risk. One idea: a data-
base to share that information.

“There is no future in which
we can price our way out of
this crisis with just premiums,”
Winnacker said, adding that
everyone needs to work together.

Dave Jones, the state insur-
ance commissioner for eight
years before Lara took over in
2019, said he is “trying to avoid
looking over the shoulder of my
successor.”

Jones is now director of the
Climate Risk Initiative Center for
Law, Energy & the Environment
at UC Berkeley School of Law.
He said it is good for consum-
ers that the catastrophe-modeling
regulation could take forest man-
agement into consideration.
But he said he’s not sure Lara’s
actions will be sufficient.

Before the end of the year,
Lara is also expected to issue a
regulation that will allow insur-
ers to factor reinsurance costs
into their rates. Reinsurance is
insurance for insurance compa-
nies in the event of large payouts.
That plus the other new regu-
lations may “help in the short
to mid term,” giving insurance
companies the ability to raise

State Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara speaks during a press
conference with Los Angeles labor leaders and advocates in Commerce on
Sept. 26, 2022. Photo by Alisha Jucevic for CalMatters

premiums, Jones told CalMatters.

But he said those actions may
“ultimately be overwhelmed by
our failure to stop the fossil-fuel
industry, which is contributing to
rising temperatures” and there-
fore insurance losses.

Jones also pointed out that
Florida has long allowed insur-
ers to use catastrophe modeling
and has let them factor in rein-
surance costs in their rates — yet
its insurance market is in worse
shape than California’s.

“Florida has done what insur-
ers are asking for,” Jones said.
Yet “Florida’s rates are three or
four times the national average.”

Mark Friedlander, spokesper-
son for the Insurance Information
Institute, an industry group, con-
firmed that the group estimates
that Florida’s average home
insurance premium was $6,000,
or three-and-a-half times the
national average, in 2023.

In addition, Jones said
Florida’s version of California’s
last-resort FAIR Plan — called
the Citizens Property Insurance
Corp. because it’s funded with
a surcharge on policyholders —
has more than 1 million policies.
California’s growing FAIR Plan,
run by a pool of insurers, has
373,000 policies, its president
told state lawmakers recently.

“That raises the question,”
Jones said. “Giving insurers
(higher rates) and shifting the
burden to all Californians...
whether that’s going to be
enough in the face of growing
background risk associated with
climate change.”

Meanwhile, last week State
Farm said that it is not renew-
ing policies for 30,000 California
homeowners, as well as refus-
ing to cover all commercial

apartments by not renewing
42,000 of those policies.

This is happening despite
California approving State
Farm’s requests to levy dou-
ble-digit premium increases last
year.

“One of our roles as the
insurance regulator is to hold
insurance companies accountable
for their words and deeds,” said
Soller, the Insurance Department
spokesperson. “State Farm
General’s decision... raises seri-
ous questions about its financial
situation — questions the com-
pany must answer to regulators.”

State Farm spokesperson
Sevag Sarkissian would not com-
ment beyond the statement the
company put on its website last
week, which read in part: “This
decision was not made lightly
and only after careful analysis
of State Farm General’s finan-
cial health, which continues to be
impacted by inflation, catastro-
phe exposure, reinsurance costs,
and the limitations of working
within decades-old insurance
regulations.”

Sarkissian also referred
CalMatters to the Personal
Insurance Federation of
California, which counts State
Farm as a member. The industry
group’s president, Rex Frazier,
said in an email last week that
allowing insurers to use catastro-
phe modeling would help with
insurance availability. Yet in its
statement, State Farm acknowl-
edged the actions Lara is taking
to try to fix the insurance avail-
ability and affordability crisis in
California, even as it announced
its decision not to renew tens of
thousands of homeowners.

Joyce Kaufman, a retiree in
June Lake in Mono County,

recently got a notice of non-re-
newal for her homeowners
insurance with Farmers, which
she said she and her husband
were dreading but expecting.

“I’m not really sure what the
state’s trying to do, both at the
commissioner and legislative
level,” Kaufman said. And losing
the ability to renew her policy
is affecting her other insurance
needs, she said. As her broker
helps look for an alternative, her
auto premium is now going up
about $300 a year because it will
no longer be bundled with home
insurance.

As the new regulations give
insurance companies what they
had asked for, one part of Lara’s
strategy — which he first laid out
last year after an executive order
by the governor — is conspic-
uously missing. Lara had said
insurance companies would be
required “to commit to writing at
least 85 percent of their statewide
market share in wildfire-dis-
tressed underserved areas.”

That provision is nowhere in
the text of Lara’s unveiled regu-
lations so far — an omission not
lost on consumer groups or for-
mer commissioner Jones.

“Where is that 85 percent?”
asked Carmen Balber, exec-
utive director of Consumer
Watchdog. Soller, the Insurance
Department’s spokesperson, said
that part of the commissioner’s
strategy is coming.

Balber also said she is
concerned that the catastro-
phe-modeling regulation
“appears to not comply with the
transparency requirements of
Prop. 103,” the voter-approved
law that regulates the insurance
industry.

According to the text of the
regulation on catastrophe mod-
eling, the public will be able to
take part in reviewing catastro-
phe models before they’re
deemed acceptable. But anyone
who helps review the models will
be required to sign a nondisclo-
sure agreement.

“If a big chunk of your insur-
ance rate is behind a ‘black box,’
then that’s not what the vot-
ers passed,” when they passed
Proposition 103 in 1988, Balber
said. “At the end of the day, if the
commissioner passes something
that hides something behind
closed doors, we’ll have to con-
sider challenging it.”

Levi Sumagaysay covers
the economy for CalMatters.
Previously, she was a senior
reporter who covered worker
issues, the gig economy, inequal-
ity and corporate accountability
for MarketWatch. She also was
a longtime reporter and tech
and business editor at the
Mercury News. *
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YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE

((Coee——T
-

Call a sales representative today for great advertising rates: 916.429.9901

.

LYTLE T’ji Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

CONSTRUCTION INC Serving Sacramento for more than 25 years
Remodeling and Design « Additions :
LIC# 480492 « Kitchens FREE Consultation
* Bathrooms
Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler ~ « Custom Cabinetry 91 6-422-6639

www.lytleconstruction.com G

Spring Yard Clean-up Specials!

*HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP

*RAIN GUTTER CLEANING Call LESTER
- CONCRETE REMOVAL

« HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL (916) 838-1247
« PRESSURE WASHING Lick128758IRe

Pressurewash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! B
Hard work—not a problem! e
SPECIALSFOR SENIORS*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

* GUTTER CLEANING

+ Window Cleaning
* Pressure Washing

+ Junk Removal/Hauling
* Landscape Maintenance

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

Prime Quality Maintenance

Free Estimates “'/a \
Licensed & Insured [l N
(inside/out/screens washed) ‘

(all surface areas)

CSL# 996271

Creature Catchers Wildlife Management
“If it walks, crawls, slithers or flies, we’ll remove it”

Humane and non-toxic solutions for both animals & man
Live Trapping - Humane Removal - Repair

Dead Animal Location/Removal « Exclusion Work

Bats - Snakes - Rats/Mice - Squirrels - Raccoon « Skunk

Frank Nieto
(916) 480-9512

“ NIETO'

TILE & LANDSCAPING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Sprinkler Systems (Install & Repair| Concrefe ® Tile Installation

CREATURE CATCHERS
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

CreatureCatchers.org | 530-885-PEST(7378)

Fencing ® Plumbing

FOnosUEEICE Electrical e Painting

Granite Fabrication
Laminate/Wood Floors

Lic. #917883

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie'sList

Cell: 213-3740

Neil McIntire— C.S.L # 394307

e St o L S NietosTile@shcglobal.net  www.nietostile.com

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

I specialize in all areas of home improvement !
Quality work the first time, guaranteed!
Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves

ROONEY’SPLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

FUGINA
CONSTRUCTION

CUSTOM DESIGNED FOR YOUR SPACE

Design/Build

456-7777 Carpentry Elecrial - Phumbing - Sheefrock - Ceiling Fan Instlltion Bkl e Per———
aks hs & kitchen: Free Consultation
lumbi Accepts Al El\jvzifeéredit@é?jf %Zﬁir Discount” 223:,.;': o Ernce
roon umping.com X = 1 ONSTRUCTR o
€y g License #5836 noJosToosmaLLr  Call Eric (916) 470-3488 O A - JEEEen

SOVEREIGN
PAINTING

916-422-4416
Specializing in Older Homes

Dan Sovereign
FOR 3 GENERATIONS

T LANDSCAPING
C

APES & DESIGN

DESIGN - RENOVATION - WATER FEATURE - STONE &
CONCRETE - OUTDOOR LIGHTING - IRRIGATION SYSTEM

916-454-1300

www.SmootLandscaping.com

Grow your business in our
Home Improvement
Guide!

SovereignPaintingCo.com
CA LIC #484215

Lic#633224; Serving Sacramento since 1982
Recognized in the Sacramento Bee,
Street of Dreams & Garden Tours of East Sacramento

Call (916) 619-8189 to advertise with us today!
Pocket News ® Messenger Publishing Group

Need to Advertise?

Let Linda help you get the word out

(916) 619.81890) (916) 524.9184

linda@valcomnews.com

Arden ¢ Carmichael « East Sacramento
Land Park ¢ Pocket

Are You
Single Again?

SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to
helping people put their lives back together
again after divorce, separation or the loss

‘P Jk ) N ey of their spouse. s '_ ﬂfm::
A, @@JEE ..R[L@\W& Finding yourself single after years of being z "=='

Serving Pocket and Sacramento County since 1993

Call to place your
legal advertising

916-773-1111

in a relationship can add a different kind
of unknown stress to your daily life.

Itis the intent of the Pocket News to strive for an
objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed
on these pages are those of the authors and
cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of
the publisher or our contributors.

The Pocket News is not responsible for unsolicited
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of
the Pocket News are copyrighted. Ownership of all

We provide articles and information from many
sources to help you put all the pieces together so
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When
you first visit the website, be sure to make us
one of your favorites. We publish many articles

* Dating & Relationships
* Counseling & Advice

* Money & Finances

* Health

Publisher, advertising created and/or composed by the MPG is to help you along your new journey. * Fashion & Beauty
Paul V. Scholl with the publishing company and written permission e Consumer News
* to reproduce the same must be obtained from the .
Pocket News is a publisher. * Food & Recipes
member of Messenger Subscriptions should be mailed to Pocket News, e Travel
Publishing Group 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

* Lifestyle
* Parenting

The Pocket News is published twice a month.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Call Linda Pohl and Melissa Andrews for advertising or

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please

email to: other inquires at 916-619-8189. L .
Publisher@mpg8.com. Visit SingleAgain.com today,
Be sure to place in the We are proud members of these newspaper associations. get back out there and have

subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

some fun!

SingleAgain.com
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Don’t Gamble
with Faith

I’m not sure you played
the Powerball this month,
but the jackpot skyrocket
ed past $1 billion when no
one won.

I know the odds are terri-
bly impossible, but maybe
Chaplain Norris’ winning
numbers can help you win
that jackpot.

That’s right. Today | will
reveal my divinely inspired
numbers.

Well, the “divine” claim
is probably an overreach,
but I do know that if you
pick numbers above 31,
you’re likely to be the sole
winner. That’s because
most people choose their
birth dates.

So with that in mind, can
I get a drum roll?

Chaplain Norris’s
winning numbers are
35-40-45-50-55-60. Bonus
number 65.

Yup, | know choosing
numbers in multiples of
five may seem whacky, but
statistics suggest that the
odds never change no mat-
ter how many times you
play or what numbers you
choose. Your winning odds
are similar to getting struck
by lightning on your birth-
day two years in a row.

Truthfully, you really
shouldn’t take gam-
bling advice from a
chaplain. Unless it’s
“Don’t gamble!”

But the whole lotto game
provides some analogy for
the way folks choose the
right kind of faith.

Why is it that we some-
times think faith is all
about luck?

We seek out the nearest
weeping statue and drive
hundreds of miles to light
a candle. We say a prayer

BY NORRIS BURKES

and hope a god in a good
mood hears it.

Sometimes we search for
faith like we are playing
scratch cards. We scratch at
the deep questions of faith,
hoping to come up with a
win.

Still others rely on
some lucky combina-
tion that their grandfather
passed along to them. “My
granddaddy prayed for
my grandmother inside
that church, and she was
healed, so | guess it’s a
winner.”

Yet, still others rely on
the big-spin approach and
take the one they land on.
Others see faith like pick-
ing the right card out of a
newly shuffled deck.

And some play faith
the way they play a bluff-
ing poker hand, refusing to
let anyone see the cards of
doubt they hold.

The problem with these
approaches is they produce
a routine of losing, much
like those who return each
night to the same casino
only to lose again.

The faith choice made
with these methods usu-
ally ends up discarded,
much like a Lotto ticket on
a gas-station driveway.

Faith has little to do with
winning or losing. Faith is
too important to treat with
the same glibness we use

to choose our winning
numbers. Perhaps it’s more
about investing in who we
are, not about gambling on
what we never had.

Maybe faith comes
about when we invest
in the search. We find it
inspired by the conversa-
tions, the discussions, the
questions, and the debates
that we have with oth-
ers. In fact, | believe God
prefers honest “search-
ers” or “questioners,” even
when they challenge him
directly, even when they
are unflattering.

Jesus suggested faith
might well be something
compared to a mustard
seed. A mustard seed is
the tiniest of seeds, yet in
ratio, it grows into one of
the biggest plants. Faith
starts from the smallest
beginnings in the hearts
of people and produces
not a personal profit, but
a powerful and personal
transformation.

Well, all this talk about
winning the lottery made
me wonder what might
happen if | actually bought
a ticket. 1 mean, if | ever
bought just one, what
might happen?

I may never know.

But if you do happen to
win with my divine num-
bers, please remember my
favorite charity — Chispa
Project. I think it’s fair to
say that any gift can be an
investment in faith.

Send column comments
to 10556 Combie Rd. Suite
6643 Auburn, CA 95602.
Email comment@thecha-
plain.net or message at
(843) 608-9715. www.
thechaplain.net. *
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Helping Mothers
Find Their Joy

A Workshop For Mothers of Addicts

Join us for an empowering workshop designed
exclusively for mother of addict, led by founding
Mama Natalie Anderson, Certified Life Purpose Coach.
Learn how to rediscover your strength, set healthy
boundaries and find joy and forgiveness in your
personal journey!

Topics Covered:

¢ Addressing Fears

e Moving From Feat to Joy
¢ Exploring Self

e Learning New Habits
& Behaviors

e Building Connections
e The New You

Where: Sacramento, CA
Address will be provided
upon registration

When: April 18, 27 & 30 |
May 11, 16 & 25

Time: 9:30am - 3:30pm
Cost: $389 per person

G®) For details, registration info and to claim your
amas spot, visit our website mamasgotgrit.com
got (GRIT or scan the QR code.

natalie@mamasgotgrit.com
(844) 328-GRIT (4748)

Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

WHY PAY A HIGHER MORTGAGE
WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE TO?

f ﬂ ‘1
k\a., 4
HAV 1 N

— CAPITAL IN

COME HOME TO THE EXPERTS

PUT MORE MONEY INTO YOUR HOUSE,
NOT YOUR HOUSE PAYMENT.

More Lenders = More Competition = Lower Rates and Fees / Mulfiple options
to lower payments / Lower Payments = More Money in your Pocket!

916.476.6507 info@greenhavencap.com
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Kevin Oto Kyle Garman Bryan Tom  Oliver Z. Vang Laura Corbett Hlldu Sousa I.avega Sims

President/Broker 5S¢ Loan Consullont Loan Consuliant  Loan Consultant Loan Consultant Loon Consultant o | oo ot
DRE Lick 01721444  DRE LicF 01886785  DRE Lich 01960546  DRELic# 02136863 DRE Lic# 01758984 DRE Lick 01873794 o 10500
NMLS 1D: 62641 MMLS ID: 354318 MMLS ID:1234757  NMLS ID:2229210 NMLS 1D:1180623 NMALS 1D: 1439315

5890 S Land Park Drive, Sacramento, CA 95822, Equal housing opportunity lender. We do not conduct business in states where we are not licensed. @ n‘il’:B
Interest rates are subject to change. https://www.nmlIsconsumeraccess.org/ CAL DRE #01842493. NMLS ID: 173062. CAL CFL #60DB0-174459 ——— e —)

Kyle Johnson
Loan Consultant
DRE Lic# 02081495
NMLS ID:2163176

Serving Sacramento & Land Park
for over 100 years

EORGE L. KLumpp

G )
<

CHAPEL OF FLOWERS

Ast Abo Qurr [/lews-
Enhanced Cremation Plan

Evica Tescher
CtCSChCr@ Cfcssacralnento.org

916 840-2144
Pre-Planning Specialist

@ Traditional, Green or Natural, and Cremation Plans
@ All plans are INTEREST FREE
Payn ents Range from 12 months thru 48 months

N 4 4 @ Saturday & Sunday Appointments upon request

» ‘ Call Us TODAY'! 916 443-7917

Jessycah Shoemaker

JShoemaker@scfssacramentoorg

916 840-2147

Manager of Funeral Services
Funeral Director FDR3709
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The A's are Coming to Town

T i

e iy T

The City of West Sacramento and River City Regional Stadium Financing Authority are thrilled

that Sutter Health Park will now be home to the Oakland Athletics. Photo courtesy of West

Sacramento

By Angela Underwood

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The
Oakland Athletics have changed their dug-
out location and it’s at 400 Ballpark Drive,
West Sacramento.

Known as the A's, the Major League
Baseball team will call Sutter Health Park
home for the next three seasons in West
Sacramento before moving into a new sta-
dium on the Las Vegas Strip in 2028. The
A’s are moving, following failed negoti-
ations with the City of Oakland about a
new lease for the coliseum there.

“The A's look forward to making Sutter
Health Park their home for the next three
years through the move to Las Vegas,” an
Oakland Athletics spokesperson told the
West Sacramento News Ledger on April 5.

The home of the West Sacramento River
Cats will become the interim venue for
the A's, beginning with the 2025 Major

League Baseball season. Mayor and
Chair of the Financing Authority Martha
Guerrero shared her excitement over the
partnership.

“We’re delighted to welcome the
Oakland A’s and Major League Baseball to
West Sacramento,” said Mayor Guerrero.
“This is a great honor, and we’re looking
forward to hosting visiting MLB teams
and fans from throughout the region at our
beautiful ballpark along the Sacramento
River.”

As a former affiliate of the A's, “there
are many shared connections with the
River Cats, its players and the wonderful
fan base in West Sacramento," according
to the Oakland Athletics spokesperson,
who added, “The A's extend their appre-
ciation to the Kings and the City of West
Sacramento for hosting the A's.”

West Sacramento City Manager Aaron
Laurel said West Sacramento is ready

now that the Major League Baseball team will call West Sacramento home temporarily. Photo
courtesy of Sacramento River Cats

for the professional baseball team, not-
ing that Sutter Health Park's location
offers stunning views of Tower Bridge and
downtown Sacramento.

“As the City of West Sacramento pre-
pares to welcome the A's, excitement is
building among residents and businesses
alike,” Laurel said.

According to Laurel, the beer garden
Drake’s BARN and the French-inspired
wine bar Franquette across the street from
the stadium are two businesses that will
benefit from the A’s new location.

“There are also several other restaurants
along West Sacramento’s Third Street
corridor within walking distance of the
ballpark,” Laurel said. “Together, with our
neighbors across the river in Sacramento,
there will be no shortage of amenities
available to A’s fans and those from vis-
iting teams.”

Yolo County Supervisor Oscar Villegas,

who governs the Sutter Health Park region
and serves with Mayor Guerrero on the
Financing Authority board, said he is
proud to support the temporary reloca-
tion of “this fantastic franchise” to West
Sacramento.

“Hosting the Athletics in Yolo County
represents a significant opportunity for
economic growth and community enrich-
ment,” Villegas said. “I am confident that
this will foster a profound sense of com-
munity among our residents."

Residents now have two mascots to be
proud of, with A’s mascot, Stomper, join-
ing Dinger and Sacramento River Cat’s
mascot. The A’s have captured nine World
Series titles, including four since moving
to Oakland in 1968.

“We’re prepared to accommodate the
A’s and the River Cats to ensure a seam-
less transition for both teams and their
fans,” Laurel said. *

Jack and the Band are Back
With Horns A-Plenty!

Jack Gallagher News
Release

SACRAMENTO REGION (MPG)
- On Saturday, April 20,
Comedian Jack Gallagher,
backed by the Dick Bright
Band, brings back his pop-
ular music and comedy
show to The Sofia (2700
Capitol Ave., Sacramento
) for performances at 5:30
p.m. and 8 p.m. This is the
Magic Milestone # 0 show
with Jack and the band,
and this time, to mark the
occasion, they've added a
three-piece horn section.
For those who haven't
had the pleasure of seeing
one of Jack's music shows,
it's a mix of some of Jack's
favorite tunes previously

recorded by famous
recording artists, which the
audiences will be famil-
iar with and in fact, in past
shows they've been invited
to sing along. And they, by
gosh, they've accepted the
invitation.

And here's the frosting
on the cake. Throughout
the show Jack will be
threading musical "tidbits"
and trivia to tantalize and
"nostalgia-tize" lovers of
music from various eras
and genres ... mostly pop-
ular and familiar.

And the frosting on
the frosting is the humor-
ous interplay between the
band and Jack, who have
enjoyed a long history
together.

Start planning now - call to schedule your
FREE estate planning consulation today!

WILLS - TRUSTS - PROBATES

It's a full-service show!-
Said another way, it's a lot
of fun. A good time will be
had by all.

An example of musical
"inside baseball" Jack has
shared in previous shows:
Gerry Rafferty, who wrote
and recorded the song
"Baker Street,” also had
a hit titled "Stuck in the
Middle with You." One
line in the song that goes,
"Clowns to the left of me,
jokers to the right" was a
sharp elbow to the record
executives present at the
meeting.

It's worth mentioning
that this group of musi-
cians, separately and

together, have played with
everyone from Carlos

PRACTICE AREAS:

e Living Trust

Jack Gallagher, top right, and the Dick Bright Band. Courtesy photo

Santana to Huey Lewis to
Tony Bennet and James
Brown and have performed
around the world as pop
sensations The Rubinoos.

They are considered by
many in the biz to be the
cream of the crop of Bay
Area musicians.

Tickets for the shows are

$38.50 and there's an added
$8.50 service charge.

Buy tickets at bstreet-
theatre.org. Or call
916-443-5300. *

e Advance Health Directive A

e Power of Attorney

e Probate

e Conservatorships

e Other Special Planning

UNIQUE TO EACH CLIENT

Happy Houli‘

Mon - Fri: 11am - 10pm
Sat & Sun: 9am - 10pm

Breakfast
Sat & Sun: 9am - 2pm

916.665.1169
8259 Freeport Blvd.

© f

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

The incredible team at Yee Law Group’s top priority is client satisfaction
and serving each client with exceptional professionalism and precision.

Call 916-927-9001 for Free Consulation
4010 S. Land Park Drive, Suite B, Sacramento 95822

mylawyerslip.com

Food served all day long. Indoor and

MIKE YEE, ESQ.
Leading the way top rated!

freeportbarandgrill.com

) ) . .
See our awesome reviews on: yelp o covered/heated outdoor seating available

Call (916) 619-8189 to advertise with us today!
Pocket News.* Messenger Publishing Group
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The cast of “The Importance of Being Earnest” performs. Photo courtesy of Pioneer Players.

New Theatre Company
Has First Show

Continued from Page 1

of Little Red Riding Hood.
“I love the idea of fam-
ilies having a shared
experience through the-
atre,” Barnes says. “As an
arts educator, | realize how
significant having access to
theatre can be, especially
for young people.”

Also joining this artistic
endeavor is Cyndi Lopez-
Spencer, who is serving
as the resident technical
director of Pioneer Players.
An alum of Sac State’s
theatre program, Lopez-
Spencer has been working
as a stage manager or a
technical crew member for
over 30 years. “I’'m really
excited to join Pioneer
Players and their effort
to provide theater that is
accessible to the commu-
nity,” says Lopez-Spencer.
“This is a really amazing
team to be working with.
It’s exciting to be a part
of this company who are
doing and planning such
innovative things.”

First, Pioneer Players
will present Oscar Wilde’s
“The Importance of Being
Earnest,” with Barnes

7 Choose
! from 100s of
Fabrics

U592 3

from 100s of
Fabrics

from 100s of

H O M E

directing. Performances
are April 6-April 21:
Fridays and Saturdays at
7 p.m.; Sundays at 3 p.m.
The Pioneer Theater is
inside the Fellowship Hall
at Pioneer Congregational
United Church of Christ:
2700 L St. in Midtown. To
reach the Pioneer Theater,
enter the church through
the courtyard. The the-
ater is accessible. Street
parking is available.
Concessions are cash only.
Late patrons will not be
seated until intermission.
Tickets are $15.

Advance tickets can be
purchased from Eventbrite.
Tickets can also be pur-
chased at the door.

First performed on Feb.
14, 1895, at the St James’
Theatre in London, “The
Importance of Being
Earnest” is a farcical
British comedy classic.

The play tells the story
of two men, Jack Worthing
and Algernon Moncrieff,
who both assume the iden-
tity of a fictional man
named Ernest, leading
them both to fall in love
and find an assortment

‘ ofa Sale

loveseats, sectionals, chairs,

All sofas,

Maﬁz‘rwooaf

F URN

Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat 10am — 6pm « Sun 11lam - 6pm
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T-Rock
Communications
News Release

of problems along the
way. Working within the
social conventions of late
Victorian London, the
play’s major themes are
the triviality with which it
treats institutions as serious
as marriage and the satire

of Victorian conformity.
“We believe that the
Pioneer Players align
closely with the mission
of our church through
their creative storytelling
and performances, foster-
ing connections among
individuals, providing a
welcoming and inclusive
environment for all, and
contributing to the better-
ment of the community,”
says the Rev. Dr. David C.
Bocock, pastor of Pioneer
Congregational Church.
“This initiative resonates
with our core values and
exemplifies our commit-
ment to spreading love,
building community, and
extending our service to
all. We are thrilled to sup-
port Pioneer Players and
look forward to their
positive impact on the
Sacramento community.”
*

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Sacramento area
museums are proud to
participate in the 6th
Annual Photography
Month Sacramento hap-
pening in April 2024.
Photography Month
Sacramento is a collabo-
rative, grassroots event led
by Viewpoint Photographic
Art Center with sup-
port by many involved
partners that include
the City of Sacramento,
Inside Publications,
Sacramento County Board
of Supervisors Office of
Phil Serna (District 1), and
Sacramento365.com.

A sampling of the local
museums that are pre-
senting special exhibits
and activations as part
of Photography Month
Sacramento include the
following:

Leland Stanford
Mansion State Historic
Park is offering three
guided tours (April 7,14 &
28) focused on Eadweard
Muybridge, a photographer
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12125 Folsom Blvd.
Rancho Cordova

916-351-0227
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who worked with Leland
Stanford on his photo-
graphic studies of motion,
specifically of horses, and
is known for early motion
picture. Attendees will
immerse themselves in the
intersection of art, history
and technology. To reserve
a tour space, visit pho-
tomonthsacramento.org/
events.

Sacramento History
Museum is presenting an
exhibit titled “Tattooed &
Tenacious: Inked Women
in California’s History”
that is highlighted by three
dozen locally produced
photographs by Kevin
Vierra and Michelle Smith
plus a visually captivating
30" X 60" photograph that
welcomes visitors as they
enter the R. Burnett Miller
Gallery. For more, visit
SacHistoryMuseum.org.

SMUD Museum of
Science & Curiosity
(MOSAC) is display-
ing a special “Celebration
of Student Photography”
in the museum lobby
that is presented in
partnership with the pho-
tography department at the
California State University,

Crocker Art Museum goers enjoy artwork on display. Photo courtesy of -Rock Communications

Many Local Museums Participate
In Photography Month Sacramento

Sacramento. For more,
visit MOSAC.org.
Viewpoint Photographic
Art Center and Crocker
Art Museum is presenting
“Life in Motion: Annual
Student Juried Show,” a
display of photographic
work by college and high
school students in a spe-
cial exhibition aligned
with Photography Month
Sacramento. The exhi-
bition is on view in the
Crocker's Student &
Community Gallery from
March 28 through May 5.
For more information
about Photography Month
Sacramento happening in
April, please visit pho-
tomonthsacramento.org.
And for more information
about upcoming activi-
ties offered by Sacramento
area museums, “like” them
on Facebook atFacebook.
com/SacMuseums, follow
them on Instagram and X
@SacMuseums or visit
the user-friendly website
at SacMuseums.org. Those
interested can also sign up
for emails to learn more
about Sacramento Area
Museums via sacmuseums.
org. *

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family
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