
By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Proposed trails in two 
subdivisions dominated the discussion when the 
Rancho Murieta Association Board of Directors met 
on April 16.

The first was a proposed trail through the 
Residences East and West subdivision with 198 lots 
next to Stonehouse Park. Developer Bob Keil plans 
to begin work at the beginning of May.

The second was a trail system map for the Ranch 
North subdivision that is proposing 687 lots near 
and around the back lakes that is still pending at 
Sacramento County.

Residences trail
Keil previously clashed with the board in January 

over his plan for a trail. The dispute centered on a 
one-mile trail that would connect Puerto Drive to 
Stonehouse Park. Keil proposed a natural surface 

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
-Will Rancho Murieta have 
suffi  cient water to support 
upcoming developments, 
particularly given the chal-
lenges posed by climate 
change and drought over 
the next two decades? 

The answer seems to be 
yes, contingent on several 
factors. Firstly, the utili-
zation of Lake Clementia 
as a drinking water source 
is considered essential, 
though obtaining state 
approval for this endeavor 
is anticipated to be prob-
lematic. Additionally, the 
implementation of new 
well installations to bolster 
the water supply is deemed 
necessary, albeit poten-
tially exorbitant in cost. 
In the event of a severe 
drought, reliance on one 
or both of these new water 
sources, coupled with a 

comprehensive drought 
plan involving water usage 
reductions of up to 30%, 
would be imperative.

These insights were 
gleaned from the initial 
presentation about the third 
phase of the Integrated 
Master Water Plan (IWMP) 
delivered to the Rancho 

M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services Board on April 
17.

The speaker, engineer 
Lisa Maddaus, brings 
a wealth of experience, 
as her California-based 
engineering firm has 
undertaken numerous 
water studies. Maddaus, 

who also contributed to the 
2010 Community Services 
District water study, col-
laborated on this endeavor 
with Dan Scalas of Adkins 
Engineering, located in 
Klamath Falls, Ore. Scalas, 
who conducted the sonar 
surveys of Calero and 
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Build-out Puts RM at Risk 
Unless Water Supply Boosted

Engineer Lisa Maddaus uses slides to explain three water supply scenarios. Courtesy photos

A slide shows that Rancho Murieta at full buildout will barely have enough water storage 
during an average recent year. It was part of a presentation about the Integrated Master Water 
Plan at the April 17 meeting of the Rancho Murieta Community Services District Board. 
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Ainsley Martin is astounded 
as she walks into Taco 
Bell on April 18 and sees a 
celebration happening that 
is all about her. Photo by Gail 
Bullen

Subdivision 
Trails Plans 

Stir Emotions at 
RMA Meeting  

Bob Keil, the Residences East subdivision developer, points 
out a sewer access road that will double as a trail in Unit 1 of 
his project. He was speaking at the Rancho Murieta Association 
Board meeting on April 16. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Ainsley Martin, a Taco 
Bell employee in Rancho 
Murieta, felt a bit miff ed on 
April 18 when her manager 
asked her and a co-worker 
to run for coffee earlier 
than she had planned for 
a break. However, upon 
returning less than 40 min-
utes later, she was in for a 
surprise.

“The entire lobby was 
decorated. My whole fam-
ily was there, even though 
I hadn’t seen their cars,” 
she said.

Martin zeroed in on her 
father, clutching a Liv 
Mas Scholarship $10,000 
check from the Taco Bell 
Foundation, amidst the 
chorus of congratulations 
from her co-workers and 
managers. 

“I’ve never been so sur-
prised before,” she said.

Martin was aware that 
Taco Bell would soon 
announce the recipients of 
scholarships nationwide. 

“I really didn’t have any 
hope because of the num-
ber of applicants,” she said. 

D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  s h e 
found herself discuss-
ing it frequently with her 
coworkers, some of whom 
had been aware she had 
won a scholarship as much 
as three weeks earlier.

“They kind of made me 
feel like I wasn’t going to 
get it,” Martin said. “Now 
I know they did that to sur-
prise me. Even my best 
friend didn’t say a word.” 

Unlike conventional 
scholarships, the Taco 
Bell Live Mas scholar-
ships are not awarded on 
scholastic excellence, test 
scores or extracurricu-
lar activities. Instead, they 
are awarded to students 
between 16 and 26 who are 
passionate about shaping a 
better future and fostering 
a positive change in their 
communities. The funding 
comes from customers who 
agreed to round up the cost 
of their orders.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Taco Bell Foundation, it 
awarded approximately 
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The popular 
Kids Fishing Day made a successful return 
to Lake Clementia on a brisk yet sunny 
day on April 6.

Hosted by the Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta with support from the Rancho 
Murieta Fishing Club and the Bass 
Fishing Club, the event attracted about 
100 children aged 12 and under, along 
with numerous siblings, parents and 
grandparents.

The day kicked off with educational 
classes from the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) on fi sh biol-
ogy, fi shing ethics and casting techniques 
as part of its Fishing in the City Program. 
Additionally, fi shing rods and reels were 
loaned out and fishing club volunteers 
were on hand to assist the young anglers 
in catching trout, cleaning their catch and 
enjoying a complimentary hot dog lunch. 
The event also included prizes.

Three lucky participants won prizes 
for catching the largest fi sh. In the Boys’ 
Division, Rhett Ross, 5, and Kai Sleeper, 
11, both snagged a fish weighing 3.17 
pounds, resulting in a tie. In the Girls’ 
Division, Aspen Acaves took the top spot 
with a trout weighing 2.67 pounds.

Bill Kinney, the Kiwanis member 
who chaired the Fishing Day committee, 
reported that 600 pounds of rainbow trout 
had been stocked in the Clementia swim-
ming area two days prior, kept within 
a net installed by the Rancho Murieta 
Association Maintenance Department.

Fishing Club members not only helped 
the children reel in their catches but also 
ran a cleaning station where around 200 
pounds of fi sh were processed and bagged 
in ice.

Regarding the broader community sup-
port, Kinney highlighted the essential 
sponsorships that made the event possible. 
Notable contributions came from Nick and 
Thomas Kanemoto of 1st Gen Fishing, 
who supplied the biggest fish prizes; 

G. Pucci & Sons, who provided fish-
ing tackle; and the Bass Hookup, which 
donated bait. The Pro Bass Shop contrib-
uted by giving away $25 gift certifi cates to 
eight lucky raffl  e winners.

Rancho Murieta Riverview sponsored 
the hot dog lunch, which also included 
chips, water and juice. Kinney noted that 
the Kiwanis members grilled and served 
180 hot dogs, refl ecting the event's high 
turnout.

When asked to reflect on the event, 
Kinney expressed great satisfaction: “It 
went wonderfully. People said it was the 
best-quality fi sh they had seen in years.”

Kinney credited the source of the fi sh, 
the Mt. Lassen Trout Farm, known for its 
cool spring water, a perfect environment 
for raising trout.

Candy O’Hearn, a volunteer at the 
lunch, was delighted by the large turnout 
of children. 

“It brings kids out into nature and it 
exposes some of them to something they 
would never do,” she said.

“Fishing isn’t as popular as it once was, 
so you’ve got to hook these kids when 
they are little.” H

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River. 

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our clients in 

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 44 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner 
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073 

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217 

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial InterestsThankhank
A Veteran

TODAY

Kiwanis Kids Fishing Day Draws 
100 Youngsters to Clementia

Anglers fishing at Lake Clementia either staked out a spot along the dam or at the swimming 
beach across the water.

Rhett Ross, 5, is excited about catching a 3.17-pound rainbow fish at Kiwanis Kids Fishing Day 
on April 6. He tied in the boys' division for landing the biggest fish. Photos by Gail Bullen 

California 
Department  o f 
Fish and Wildlife 
educator  Lacey 
Carlson explains 
basic fish biology to 
some youngsters.

Ben Cowell comforts his daughter, Glory, after 
she discovers that the fish she had been so 
excited about catching “is hurt and bleeding.”

Jeff Prather helps Sawyer Prather with his 
casting.

Admiring the fish in their net, are, from 
left, Nikki Wise, Brooke Wise and Kennedy 
Brenner, who is also enjoying a hot dog.

Ethan and Isaac Leonard watch fishing club member Michael Wasserman clean their fish. 
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 for bathrooms
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or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready
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By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) -
Whimsically decorated hats were 
the highlight as the Rancho Murieta 
Women's Club members held their 
Easter Bonnet Bingo during a 
bi-monthly luncheon at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club on March 27.

Sharon McGowan, sporting a pink 
fringed masterpiece, and Kathryn 
Richardson, with her wide-brimmed 
hat adorned like an Easter bas-
ket, took home the prizes in the hat 
contest.

Club President Bonnie Kirshman 

led a brief program, announcing that 
Mindy Fullerton had recently joined 
the board to manage publicity and 
a vice-president position remained 
open. She also noted the upcoming 
blood drive on April 29 and shared 
exciting plans for the next luncheon 
scheduled for May 22.

At the May 22 event, Tracy 
Beckner from Taste Restaurant and 
Wine Bar will make a return appear-
ance to host a tasting session that 
will pair specialty chocolates with 
champagne. Beckner had previously 
drawn more than 150 members with 
a similar event featuring chocolates 
and sparkling wines. "Hopefully, we 

will have even a bigger turnout this 
time,” Kirshman said.

Kirshman expressed gratitude 
to board member Vickie Joyner 
for assembling an enticing array 
of prizes for the Bingo winners. 
She also managed the ball-blowing 
machine that churned out num-
bers during the Bingo games. After 
the prizes were distributed, par-
ticipants relished a lunch of onion 
soup, tea sandwiches and strawberry 
shortcake.

For more information on the lun-
cheons, contact Cindy Shamrock at 
916-354-1918 or Barbara Armstrong 
at 916-541-1884. H

Women’s Club Celebrates 
Easter Bonnet Bingo

Club President Bonnie Kirshman calls out the Bingo numbers.

Vickie Joyner announces that Sharon McGowan is one of two winners of the best hat contest 
when the Rancho Murieta Women’s Club hosted an Easter Bonnet Bingo luncheon on March 
27. Photos by Gail Bullen

The Terrace 
Lounge 
morphs into a 
Bingo parlor.

Ivy Applebaum makes her selection from a collection of luxurious prizes rounded up by Vickie 
Joyner.
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Chesbro, revealing that 
both reservoirs contain less 
water than previously esti-
mated, participated in the 
meeting remotely.

Water Supply
Maddaus initiated her 

presentation with a recap 
of the community’s water 
supply, which was laid 
out in the first phase of 
the Integrated Master 
Water Plan and is posted 
on the district’s website 
in a Story Map format. 
Her slide illustrated that 
Rancho Murieta has 4,400 
acre feet (AF) of usable 
storage capacity in the res-
ervoirs when flashboards 
are deployed. This capac-
ity comprises 2,330 acre 
feet in Calero, 1,110 acre 
feet in Chesbro and 960 
acre feet in Clementia. An 
acre-foot of water is almost 
enough to fl ood a football 
fi eld 1 foot deep.

However, due to state 
regulations prohibiting 
the use of Clementia as a 
potable water source, the 
current useable amount 
stands at 3,440 acre feet. 
Although Community 
Services District possesses 
a water rights permit to 
use Clementia as a drought 
solut ion,  Community 
Services District must 
also meet state drinking 
water standards. Jumping 
through that second hoop 
won’t be easy based on 
past discussions at many 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District meetings.  

The current water system 
also supplies 435 acre feet 
of recycled water a year. 
The future supply will be 
955 acre feet in average 
precipitation years.

Water demand 
The slide recapping the 

water demand indicates 
that the baseline potable 
water existing demands 
stand at 1,716 acre feet 
per year, based on Dec. 
31, 2022, connections. 
Projections for future 
demands at buildout would 
add another 1,574 acre feet 
per year, totaling 3,290 
acre feet per year, inclusive 
of system losses such as 
seepage and evaporation. 
Subtracting the projected 

future usage of 3,290 acre 
feet from the usable stor-
age capacity of 3,440 acre 
feet would leave 150 acre 
feet in the reservoirs.

A Story Map explain-
ing the second phase of the 
Integrated Master Water 
Plan is accessible on the 
CSD website.

Phase 3 options
Maddaus proceeded to 

discuss the ongoing third 
phase of the IWMP. She 
emphasized the engineers' 
aim to develop a resilient 
system at the least cost. 
The remaining steps in 
this phase entail employ-
ing a model to construct 
various scenarios, analyz-
ing options, deliberating 
on key alternatives, host-
ing public town hall 
discussions, refi ning alter-
natives and finalizing the 
document.

Maddaus noted that their 
analysis did not incorpo-
rate water conservation 
measures, which could 
reduce the community's 
water demand. However, 
she highlighted the inev-
itability of conservation 
measures due to impending 
state laws mandating that 
utilities adhere to water 
budgets. Additionally, 
Senate Bill 552 mandates 
that communities like 
Rancho Murieta establish 
backup water supplies.

Presenting three sce-
narios in which climate 
change was assumed, 
Maddaus outlined the fi rst 
for an average recent year, 
the second for a histori-
cal "worst-case" drought 
scenario and the third 
for a similar historical 
drought scenario mitigated 
by groundwater from 
wells and the integration 
of Clementia as a water 
source.

Though not explicitly 
stated, all Maddaus' slides 
also assumed the use of 
raw water for irrigating the 
golf courses. Currently, the 
district utilizes all its recy-
cled water for this purpose.

Following the meet-
ing, Community Services 
Dis t r ic t  Maintenance 
Director Michael Fritschi 
clarified that Community 
Services District intends 

to utilize an existing but 
unused water right to divert 
raw water year-round from 
the Cosumnes River to 
irrigate the golf courses. 
However, he said that the 
district would supplement 
this with recycled water as 
necessary.

Another  underlying 
assumption evident in 
each slide was the utiliza-
tion of recycled water for 
both new and existing con-
nections. Implementing 
recycled water for irriga-
tion purposes mitigates 
the demand for potable 
water. However, despite 
certain areas of Rancho 
Murieta having purple 
pipe infrastructure, CSD 
cannot presently generate 
adequate recycled water 
beyond what is allocated 
for golf course irriga-
tion. Furthermore, some 
necessary infras t ruc-
ture is currently absent. 
Nonetheless, as new res-
idential properties are 
constructed, the availabil-
ity of recycled water is 
expected to increase.

The Scenario 1a slide 
shows a sufficient supply 
of water in the reservoirs 
in an average recent year 
(2021 through 2024) if 
there were no drought 
cutbacks or water augmen-
tation measures.

The Scenario 1b slide 
illustrates the conse-
quences of maintaining 
the status quo and continu-
ing to the full buildout of 
development. Although the 
graph indicates the reser-
voirs reaching near zero in 
November, Maddaus clari-
fi ed that approximately 70 
cubic feet (CF) of usable 
storage would remain. 
However, transporting the 
water to the treatment plant 
would necessitate the use 
of a fl oating pump, which 
is suboptimal.

The Scenario 1c slide 
depicts the impact of inte-
grating Clementia into 
the system upon build-
out. According to the 
g raph ,  th i s  in tegra -
t ion would maintain 
suffi  cient reservoir levels, 
with no dip below 750 CF 
in November.

M a d d a u s  o u t l i n e d 
that the second and third 

scenarios were predicated 
on a worst-case drought 
scenario. This scenario was 
modeled after the severe 
drought experienced in 
1977 and 1978, during 
which Rancho Murieta was 
unable to divert any water 
from the river. All slides 
depicting the worst-case 
drought scenarios in both 
scenarios incorporated the 
assumption of a potential 
30% reduction in water 
usage, contingent upon the 
stage of the drought plan.

The second scenario 
illustrates the repercus-
sions of water scarcity 
without augmentation mea-
sures. The graph indicates 
that under current demand 
levels, the reservoirs would 
reach critically low lev-
els by November, termed 
as a minimal shortfall on 
the slide. Additionally, 
there would be insuffi  cient 
water to meet the demands 
of buildout, with useable 
water in reservoirs bot-
toming out for six months, 
resulting in a more signifi -
cant shortfall.

The third scenario slides 
demonstrated the impact of 
implementing water aug-
mentation strategies during 
an extreme drought. These 
variations included inte-
grating Clementia into the 
system and utilizing wells 
with capacities including 
500, 1200 to 2,000 gallons 
per minute. 

The conclusions drawn 
indicated that current 
demand could be margin-
ally met using a backup 
1,200-gallon-per-minute 
well without Clementia. 
However, a larger capac-
ity well, Clementia, or a 
combination would suf-
fi ce to meet the demands of 
buildout.

Maddaus noted that 
alternative augmentation 
options, such as dredg-
ing Calero, were explored 
but deemed impractical 
due to either high costs or 

insuffi  cient water supply.
The PowerPoint slides 

from the presentation have 
been uploaded to the CSD 
website and are included in 
the packet for the April 17 
board meeting.

Comments
President Tim Maybee 

opened the fl oor for board 
comments  fo l lowing 
Maddaus's presentation. 
Director Linda Butler 
expressed skept ic ism 
regarding recycled water 
and groundwater storage 
wells as viable solutions. 
"My personal belief is 
that we must prioritize the 
needs of our current resi-
dents. Adding another 697 
homes, plus 248 adjacent 
to us, will only exacer-
bate the situation,” she said 
referring to the proposed 
Rancho North project.

The fi rst audience mem-
ber to speak was John 
Merchant, a former CSD 
director who resigned to 
focus on water issues. He 
raised more than a dozen 
concerns, including the ori-
gin of projected recycled 
water and the detrimental 
eff ects of a 30% reduction 
in water usage on trees in 
2014. He also highlighted 
the exorbitant costs associ-
ated with well construction 
and questioned the inter-
pretation of Community 
Services District water 
rights. Moreover, he out-
lined various challenges 
associated with using 
Clementia as a water 
source and emphasized 
the uncertainties surround-
ing the economic impact 
on home values during 
droughts or catastrophes.

Janis Eckard, a per-
sistent critic of conclusions 
drawn in previous water 
studies, echoed concerns 
regarding the feasibility of 
using Clementia as a water 
source. She also noted 
the absence of consul-
tants addressing changes 

occurring in the Cosumnes, 
which could potentially 
affect the community's 
ability to access water in 
the future.

Next steps
While the consultants 

will present further refi ne-
ments of the scenarios at 
the May 15 board meet-
ing, Maybee expressed 
greater concern regard-
ing the upcoming May 
30 town hall meeting. 
He asked Maddaus about 
setting a deadline for ques-
tions, suggesting May 23 
initially, but Maddaus rec-
ommended May 17 for 
better preparation time. 
She emphasized that the 
sooner questions are sub-
mitted, the sooner they can 
be incorporated into the 
Story Map. Maddaus also 
sought clarifi cation on the 
board's preference for the 
release date of the Story 
Map.  

Director Randy Jenco 
said he would like to see a 
question-and-answer for-
mat developed before the 
completion of the Story 
Map. Audience mem-
ber John Van Doren, who 
is an RMA director, liked 
the idea, saying a “non-re-
sponsive narrative” doesn’t 
answer the questions.

As the discussion con-
cluded, director Stephen 
Booth directed his com-
ments to Maddaus.  

“You are asking us as a 
board to pick our poison,” 
Booth said. “I think the 
conclusion has been made 
that there ain’t enough 
water so what are we going 
to do to augment it…I need 
you as a consultant to say, 
‘Here are ways that you 
might address your prob-
lem and here is how long 
it is going to take and here 
is how much it is going to 
cost.’”  H

A second slide shows that bringing Lake Clementia online provides enough water in for 
buildout demand in an average recent year. However, a severe drought could mean a 30% 
cutback in water and the addition of groundwater from wells. Courtesy photo

Continued from page 1

Build-out Puts RM 
at Risk Unless Water 

Supply Boosted
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150 scholarsh ips  to 
employees nationwide in 
2023. Sixteen received 
scholarships for $25,000, 
86 received $10,000 schol-
arships and 48 received 
$5,000 awards. The fund-
ing for these scholarships 
is sourced from custom-
ers who opt to round up the 
cost of their orders.

In her applicat ion, 
Martin produced a video 
outlining her passion, her 
pursuit of it, her vision for 
enacting positive change 
in her community and 
beyond, and how her edu-
cation would facilitate this 
endeavor.

“My passion is  to 
become a labor and deliv-
ery nurse,” she said. 

M a r t i n  i s  a t t e n d -
ing Cosumnes River 
Community College where 
she is majoring in biology 
and pre-nursing.

“I am a full-time student 
while also working full-
time at Taco Bell, aspiring 
to become a shift leader,” 
she said.

“I plan to use my passion 
to make my community 
and the world a better 
place by assisting moth-
ers and newborns during 

the emotional and phys-
ical duress during labor 
and delivery,” Martin said. 
“Earning this scholarship 
can be just what I need 
to make this dream come 
true.”

Asked to elaborate later, 
Martin shared her love 
for helping very young 
children and her under-
standing of the challenges 
associated with labor and 
delivering a baby.

“Bringing a human into 
the world is very scary but 
it is one of the most amaz-
ing parts of someone’s 
life,” she said. “I just want 
to be part of that. ... People 
dream of having children 
and I want to make their 
dreams come true.”

The 19-year-old lives 

with her family in Rancho 
Murieta. Having attended 
Pleasant Grove High 
School for three years, 
she transferred to Elk 
Grove Charter School for 
her senior year. She has 
worked for Taco Bell for 
about a year.

Martin’s performance 
in her initial semes-
ter at Cosumnes River 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e 
prompted her counselor 
to recommend she take 
five classes this semester, 
despite four being consid-
ered a full load.

One of her classes 
meets in person, while 
the remaining four are 
conducted online. She uti-
lizes her days off to attend 
school, with in-person 

classes on Wednesdays 
and dedicated Saturdays 
for completing online 
coursework, all while 
maintaining a 4.0 grade 
point average. 

Martin intends to trans-
fer to a four-year institution 
to pursue her bachelor’s 
degree, with aspirations 
for a master’s degree. She 
is considering Cal State 
due to its affordability and 
excellent nursing program.

During the celebration at 
Taco Bell, Martin’s father, 
Roger Martin, said he “was 
floored” when store man-
ager Christian Irizarry 
contacted him three weeks 
earlier. “She worked so 
hard for it.” 

Irizarry said Martin 
deserved the scholarship. 

“She always puts in 
100%”, he said. “I’m sure 
she will do that in her later 
career.”

A l so  p r e sen t  was 
Chris  Plunket t ,  who 
owns Summit Franchise 
Management that oversees 
10 Taco Bell restaurants, 
including the one in 
Rancho Murieta.  His 
two area managers also 
attended the fete. 

Plunkett said that four 
employees with his fran-
chise group have won 
scholarships. 
H

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Given the scarcity of 
electric vehicle charging 
stations across the state, 
the addition of a Tesla 
12-unit electric vehicle 
(EV) charging station at 
the Bel Air shopping cen-
ter should be welcomed 
by the residents of Rancho 
Murieta and commuters on 
Jackson Highway.

Tesla 's construction 
manager, Brad Payton, 
convened a meeting with 
nearly a dozen contrac-
tors on April 11 on the 
east side of the park-
ing lot. He announced 
that construction would 

begin in about three weeks 
and was expected to last 
between eight to 10 weeks, 
with minimal disruption 
anticipated. 

"Obviously in the long 

run, it is going to benefit all 
the tenants around here by 
bringing in additional cus-
tomers," he said.

Tony Velez, the chief 
financial officer for Rancho 

Murieta Properties and 
manager of the shop-
ping center, explained the 
backstory of the Tesla EV 
charging station.

" I  s t a r t e d  t h e 

conversation with Tesla 
when we were building 
the hotel seven years ago. 
We installed one level 2 
charger there," Velez said. 
"Almost two years ago, 
Tesla reached out to me 
about installing these 12 
fast chargers at the shop-
ping center."

When asked whether 
chargers at the new station 

would accommodate other 
EV models, Velez said that 
would happen. 

"From what I’ve been 
told, Tesla has been work-
ing with other EV car 
manufacturers to allow 
them to use their fast char-
gers. Special adapters will 
be needed to do so," Velez 
said. H

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District (CSD) issued an 
April 22 announcement 
stating it had reached res-
olutions in two lawsuits 
filed by former employees.

Although the statement 

didn’t disclose the names, 
they were Rick Tompkins, 
a security sergeant who 
filed a wrongful termi-
nation lawsuit on Oct. 
28,  2022, and Paula 
O’Keefe, the director of 
administration who after 
resigning filed a lawsuit on 
Jan. 25 alleging effective 
termination.

“ T h e  D i s t r i c t 
resolved the two cases 

in consultation with its 
risk pool provider,” the 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District statement said. 
“Both cases were resolved 
without admission of fault 
or liability by the District 
and with awareness of the 
very high costs of litigation 
defense in California.

The conclus ion of 
these cases is significant 
because it underscores the 

end of a rocky period for 
the District. It also brings 
into focus the significant 
progress made to improve 
overall District manage-
ment over the past year.”  

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Superior Court records, 
Tompkins' case was dis-
missed on Feb. 5. It is 
noted that he accepted 
a settlement offer of 

$275,001 in September 
2023, with the court subse-
quently adding $103,066 in 
attorney fees in January. 

Records also indi-
cate that O'Keefe's case 
was dismissed on April 8, 
although there is no infor-
mation available regarding 
a settlement.

Neither Tompkins nor 
O’Keefe specified the 
monetary damages sought 

when they filed their ini-
tial complaints. However, 
both complaints contained 
similar strongly worded 
criticisms of Community 
S e r v i c e s  D i s t r i c t 
management. 

The district was unable 
to publicly address these 
allegations, due to con-
fidentiality requirements 
concerning personnel mat-
ters. H

CSD Resolves Tompkins, O’Keefe Lawsuits

Holding a clipboard, Tesla construction manager Brad Peyton meets with prospective 
contractors in the Bel Air parking lot on April 11.  Work on a new electric vehicle charging 
station is expected to begin in early May on the island where the group is standing. Photo by 
Gail Bullen

Construction of Tesla EV Charging 
Station Slated in Rancho Murieta

The photo shows an example of Tesla charging units. Courtesy 
Photo

Murieta Village Trash 
and Treasure Sale 

April 27
The Murieta Village Social 

Club will hold its annual trash 
and treasure sale on Saturday, 
April 27 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Vendors will sell their wares at 
the clubhouse patio and in car-
ports and driveways throughout 
the village. Vendors who want to 
sell at the patio can rent a table. 
The cost is $20 for residents and 
$25 for non-residents. Call Jackie 
VanBuskirk at 916-354-1544 to 
reserve a table.  

RM Blood Drive 
Slated April 29

The Rancho Murieta Women's 
Club's next blood drive is 
Monday, April 29 from noon to 
6 p.m. at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Church, 14670 
Cantova Way. Make appoint-
ments to donate online at donors.

vitalant.org by using blood drive 
code SMFM053 or call Vitalant 
at 877-258-4825. Walk-ins will 
be accommodated if space per-
mits. Donors will be entered into 
a drawing for a $50 gift card 
for Local Bean Cafe that was 
donated by Carole Thames of 
Town & Country Real Estate. All 
donors receive a 10% off cou-
pon for Local Bean Cafe. Please 
bring a photo ID. For questions, 
call Vitalant at 877-258-4825 or 
Vitalant.org.

ETC Offers Scholarship 
Essay Contest

Entertainment, Theater and 
Culture (ETC) for the Rancho 
Murieta Community is spon-
soring its annual Scholarship 
Essay Contest for graduating 
high school seniors who live in 
Rancho Murieta North or South. 
The winner of the contest will be 
awarded a $2,000 scholarship. 

Essays must be 550 to 600 
words in length and entries must 
be postmarked by May 30. 
Application form with contest 
rules is available at the Rancho 
Murieta Association Building 
or by request to Stephanie 
Stanislaus, ETC Philanthropy 
Chair at stephslaus2@ran-
chomurieta.org. For additional 
information, contact Stephanie 
Stanislaus at 916-354-0901.

Family Movie Night 
in Rancho Murieta

Get ready for a free unforgetta-
ble Family Movie Nights Series 
on Fridays that will be held at 
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church at 14673 Cantova Way 
in Rancho Murieta. Mark your 
calendars for May 31, June 
28 and July 26. Doors open at 
5:15 p.m. Delicious food will 
be served beginning at 5:30 
p.m., so there’s no need to rush 

dinner. The movie magic begins 
at 6 p.m. Kids are welcome to 
wear their pajamas and to bring 
their snuggle essentials. Let’s 
make it a cozy and comfy movie 
night.  This is a family affair, 
so no drop-offs are allowed. 
Although it is free, tickets are 
required for admission. Sign up 
on Eventbrite at http://tinyurl.
com/4spzywmp. The sponsors 
are the church, The Grove Youth 
Ministry, the Kiwanis Club of 
Rancho Murieta, Entertainment, 
Theatre & Culture for Rancho 
Murieta (ETC), and the Knights 
of Columbus

Scout Troop Slates 
Shedding Event on May 4

Are you spring cleaning? If 
so, bring those boxes of dis-
carded paperwork to Boy Scout 
Troop 633’s first annual shred-
ding event from 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday May 4 in the RMA 

parking lot. The cost is $10 per 
standard storge box. For ques-
tions, call 916-212-9600. 

Women’s Club Slates 
Bubbles and Chocolate
Join the Rancho Murieta 

Women's Club for an afternoon 
of fun and indulgence includ-
ing a program on Bubbles and 
Chocolate pairings, with Tracey 
Berkner of Taste Restaurant.  At 
the luncheon on May 22, after 
enjoying a charcuterie appe-
tizer, attendees will choose a 
mixed green salad topped with 
their choice of grilled chicken 
or salmon and of course, a des-
sert of specialty chocolates 
paired with Bubbles. The cost 
is $35 for members and $40 for 
nonmembers. 

For more information, contact 
Cindy Shamrock at 916-354-
1918 or Barbara Armstrong at 
916-541-1884. H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Roger Martin holds a replica of a $10,000 check for a scholarship that his daughter just won. 
From left are her brother, Collum Martin; grandmother, Rebecca Wyner; and mother, Heather 
Martin. Photos by Gail Bullen

RM Resident Wins $10K Taco Bell Scholarship

Ainsley Martin poses for a photo with her co-workers. They 
kept the award secret for three weeks so they could surprise 
her.

Continued from page 1
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By Mary Jane Popp

After 50 plus years on the air, 
an icon in radio signs off for 
his final journey. But I’m sure 
if there is a microphone in the 
clouds, Joey Mitchell will be at 
the helm with his joyous voice 
that always made his fans feel 
that he truly cared about each 
and every one. 

What can I say about Joey 
that hasn’t already been said…
talented, dedicated, award-win-
ning personality, a great sense of 
humor, total love of family and 
what meant so much to me was 
that he was genuinely a really 
nice guy and gentleman. He 
greeted everyone he met with a 
big smile and you felt he knew 
you forever.

Joey was the first on-air radio 
guy I worked with when I first 
came to Sacramento in 1977. 
It was at the hit country music 
station, KRAK Radio. I would 
pop in with the news updates, 
and truly, I never knew what 
to expect. There were times I 
would go into the studio and no 
Joey…until he popped up from 
under the board trying to scare 
me with that silly grin on his 
face. But it was always in fun. 
He would try to break me up 
on the air but little did he know 
I came from doing a television 
show in Indianapolis with a crew 
that did all they could to break 
me up with antics behind the 
guests so only I could see. But I 
loved the friendship Joey shared 
with everyone, including me, for 
all these many years.

I think I admired Joey most 
for his caring about the commu-
nity, especially when we would 
host telethons to raise money for 
so many worthy charities from 
Easter Seals to the Children’s 
Miracle Network and more. 
Back in the ’80s, there were 
eight or nine telethons on the air 
and they were the 24-hour ones. 
But Joey’s energy level never 
waned. Always professional 
yes, but with a fun competitive 
spirit as we would compete for 
on-camera time, with the ulti-
mate goal of raising as much 
money as we could for charity. 
Joey was always game for fun 
too, like when we were asked to 
host an event for, I believe, the
Opera Association. So we 
dressed in silly opera garb, and 
we laughed our way through 
the event, always ready for any-
thing we could do to help the 
community.

Stories about Joey were so 
many I had to limit them, or I 
would need several pages to tell 
them all. But I had to share this 
one from Ken Knoll who did 
lots of film work in Sacramento. 
When Joey was named Country 
Music D.J. of the year and 
hosted names such as Freddy 
Fender, Loretta Lynn and Merle 
Haggard at the Lonesome 
Armadillo in Roseville, he 
would do TV funny skits to pro-
mote his show. Ken still laughs 
at this one. Wait until you hear 
what happened. Ken and Joey 
came up with the idea to do a 
skit at the Folsom Zoo in the 
tiger cage, and yes, with a real 
tiger. The idea was for Joey to 
first dress up in lady garb, mous-
tache, and all, and pretend that 
the tiger was going to attack her/
him. Then Joey would change 
back into guy clothes, and with 
the magic of television edit-
ing, come to her rescue. Funny, 
right? The trainer assured Joey 
that the tiger was tame and not 
to worry. To be honest, Joey 

was rather nervous and began 
sweating some. But being the 
trooper he was, Joey got into the 
enclosure. Ken was not sure but 
perhaps the tiger sensed Joey’s 
fear and began to growl and 
started to get too close for com-
fort. It was too close for Joey 
and he began to shout “please 
get me out of here.” But it was 
hard to hear him above the 
laughter of the crew. Suffice to 
say, Joey was not going into a 

wild critter space alone for a 
long time.

Here’s one that will give you 
a laugh but I’m not sure Joey 
laughed. Ken told me about the 
time President Clinton came to 
town on Air Force One, and we 
don’t know how Joey did it but 
he planted a bumper sticker on 
the back of Air Force One pro-
moting the Joey Mitchell Show. 
Sounds funny now but the Secret 
Service was not amused, and 

he actually got arrested. Don’t 
know if he had to spend time in 
the pokey but leave it to Joey to 
come up with this stunt and look 
for more to do.

Another side of Joey was 
always wanting to help others 
in the business. Jennifer Steele, 
executive producer of the morn-
ing news at KFBK, had fond 
memories of him. She worked 
with Joey at FM 101.5 for 10 
years and knew him more than 

30 years. Despite his being 
a celebrity, she said, he was 
always a real human being, a 
mentor, teacher and nice to all.

And Big Jim Hall worked 
with Joey at KRAK Radio for 
many years. That’s where I met 
them both. Jim and Joey both 
began working at KRAK Radio 
together. One did the morn-
ing, and one did the afternoon, 
and their friendship grew over 
the many years. Jim said he 
was always fearless and always 
wanted to support organizations 
to help the community. Fondly, 
Jim said, Joey was an incredi-
ble co-worker and friend for 40 
years, along with having a car-
ing heart and always being super 
funny. Jim said he was a joy to 
work with and to know. 

There are many stories to tell 
and perhaps some of the pic-
tures can tell the Joey Mitchell 
life and his work, but I asked 
his son, Joe Jr., who sent me 
so many wonderful pictures to 
choose of his dad, if he could 
tell me his fondest memo-
ries of “Dad” Joey. I could 
not end this piece any better. 
Here is Joe Jr and his heartfelt 
thoughts about his dad in his
own words.

“My dad was just my dad to 
me, and I never really appreciated 
all he had accomplished until I 
grew older. Many people didn’t 
know he had severe and painful 
scoliosis that would keep him up 
nights. Getting up at 3 a.m. was a 
chore for anyone, but for him, it 
was a daily struggle to get ready 
for his radio show. Even though 
he was in pain, he always had a 
smile on his face and wanted to 
make people laugh. It wasn’t an 
act, it was who he was. He truly 
was an amazing man, husband, 
father, friend and radio legend 
who will leave a huge void in our 
hearts. I strive to be like him. He 
was my HERO!”

 What more can be said about 
this icon and truly good human 
being?

And so the memory of Joey 
Mitchell goes on and I’m sure 
he is wowing them up there 
behind the mic with his wit 
and big smile. We will miss 
you Joey, but our memories 
will always be with us. Rest in 
peace, good friend. 

Editor’s note: Joey Mitchell 
died March 24 after a bat-
tle with a lung condition and 
pneumonia. Photos provided by 
Joey's family. 

Media Icon Joey Mitchell Leaves a Legacy of Laughter

Joey  always had a smile and a joke, even if it was on him.Joey (far right) with Mary Jane Popp (next to him) worked together on local on-air fundraisers to raise money for 
local causes.

Joey with the KRAK radio team.Joey ready and eager for retirement.
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trail. However, the board insisted on the 
construction of a Class 1 asphalt trail 
that would be 12 feet with 2-feet shoul-
ders. Keil also said an asphalt trail would 
require the removal of numerous trees 
that would “devastate”  a wooded section 
of the trail in addition to being far more 
costly.

The ultimate decision body on trails is 
the parks committee, which is comprised 
of two representatives from the Rancho 
Murieta Association (Adams and director 
John Van Doren), two from the develop-
ment community, (Keil and Tony Velez, 
who is developing Rancho North), and 
one from the Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District (director Linda Butler).

Adams attended the Community 
Services District meeting the following 
night and asked that they direct Butler to 
support the Rancho Murieta Association 
position, which the CSD Board agreed to 
do.

The Parks Committee hasn’t met since 
2018 but is now scheduled to meet on 
May 2 at 5 p.m. at the RMA building.

Since the contentious January meet-
ing, Keil has been meeting with Adams 
and Rancho Murieta Association General 
Manager Rod Hart and an occasional 
board member, to work on a compromise. 
At the April board meeting, Keil pre-
sented two maps. One was a map of Unit 
1, which will have 68 lots and that isn't 
wooded. The second was a map of Unit 2 
which will have 130 lots with a wooded 
area in the green open space.

Keil and Adams both indicated they had 
reached a compromise for a paved trail for 
Unit 1 thanks to the Community Services 
District. That’s because 
the district needed a 
sewer access road to get 
into Unit 1.  Keil agreed 
to move his trail over the 
access road, and Rancho 
Murieta Association 
agreed to accept it even 
though the paved road 
will only be 10 feet wide.

However, some con-
troversy came up again 
when Keil said he wanted 
to bar the use of golf carts 
on the trail and would 
place bollards at all the 
access points. Adams said that the Rancho 
Murieta Association hadn’t agreed to that 
during their negotiations. After a lengthy 
discussion that included several audience 
comments supporting Keil and Adams ref-
erencing the many hours of negotiation, 
the developer urged the board to vote he 
needed an agreement to start construction.

In the end, the board voted unanimously 

to direct their  Park Committee repre-
sentatives to approve the Unit 1 trail. 
Adams also told Keil that Rancho Murieta 
Association would continue discussing the 
use of golf carts and might even hold a 
town hall to garner public opinion.

As for the trail in Unit 2, Community 
Services District again came to the res-

cue with another sewer 
access road.  The new 
map for Unit 2 now 
shows a shorter trail 
because it now con-
nects to that paved road. 
However, Keil was still 
proposing a 6-foot nat-
ural trail through the 
wooded section. He 
presented an arbor-
ist’s report that about 
309 trees in the imme-
diate vicinity would be 
adversely aff ected.  He 
also quoted a contrac-

tor who has installed asphalt trails in other 
locations about the damage the heavy 
equipment would cause. Keil also con-
tended the mitigation cost to cut down oak 
trees at $325 an inch would cost more than 
building 198 homes.

Adams said the board wasn’t scheduled 
to take any action and said there was still 
time for a town hall meeting. Keil said he 

didn’t have time for a town hall unless 
it happened in a couple of weeks. That 
is because he must submit a transporta-
tion management plan before he can pull 
permits. 

“The plan is dependent on this trail,” 
Keil said. “We have a little bit of time but 
not seven months.”

Saying he thought they had more time, 
Adams described the trail as a constantly 
moving target, noting it had changed again 
the previous week because of another 
Community Services District access road.

After more fraught comments with sev-
eral from Director Danny Carrillo who 
was skeptical about the arborist report, 
Adams brought the discussion to an end.

Rancho North
Hart said that Velez has asked Rancho 

Murieta Association to send a letter to the 
county approving the Rancho North trail 
map that was submitted to the county in 
2018.  It shows trails located on paved 
roads and another 17 miles of natural 
trails.

Hart said the board can’t do that because 
Rancho Murieta Association came up with 
its own version of a trail map that was 
approved by the Parks Committee in 2018. 
However, Rancho Murieta Association 
didn’t submit its plan to the county but is 
in the process of doing so. 

The board didn’t take any action.

In other business
The board approved Hart’s request 

to place a topographical survey of the 
Escuela Park site on the Parks Committee 
agenda.  If approved, the $13,900 cost of 
the survey would come from Parks Fund 
which stood at $301,000 as of the board 
meeting. Hart is exploring building more 
athletic fi elds at the site.

Hart reported was working on a mem-
orandum of understanding with Keil so 
that construction equipment and supply 
deliveries could use the Escuela Gate on 
weekdays only. The construction employ-
ees would still come in through the North 
gate.

The board approved Adams’ request to 
seek $8,500 reimbursement from the Parks 
Fund for a pre-design/feasibility study and 
appraisal for a community center on coun-
try club property. The community center 
effort was suspended after the country 
club announced it likely would file for 
bankruptcy.

Director Renee Bechtold, who chairs 
the Recreation Committee, reported that 
her group had approved a request by the 
Cosumnes River Activities League to 
present a Big Truck event at Stonehouse 
Park on June 6. She also reported that the 
spray park will open on May 18.  H
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By Mary Jane Popp

After 50 plus years on the air, 
an icon in radio signs off for 
his final journey. But I’m sure 
if there is a microphone in the 
clouds, Joey Mitchell will be at 
the helm with his joyous voice 
that always made his fans feel 
that he truly cared about each 
and every one. 

What can I say about Joey 
that hasn’t already been said…
talented, dedicated, award-win-
ning personality, a great sense of 
humor, total love of family and 
what meant so much to me was 
that he was genuinely a really 
nice guy and gentleman. He 
greeted everyone he met with a 
big smile and you felt he knew 
you forever.

Joey was the first on-air radio 
guy I worked with when I first 
came to Sacramento in 1977. 
It was at the hit country music 
station, KRAK Radio. I would 
pop in with the news updates, 
and truly, I never knew what 
to expect. There were times I 
would go into the studio and no 
Joey…until he popped up from 
under the board trying to scare 
me with that silly grin on his 
face. But it was always in fun. 
He would try to break me up 
on the air but little did he know 
I came from doing a television 
show in Indianapolis with a crew 
that did all they could to break 
me up with antics behind the 
guests so only I could see. But I 
loved the friendship Joey shared 
with everyone, including me, for 
all these many years.

I think I admired Joey most 
for his caring about the commu-
nity, especially when we would 
host telethons to raise money for 
so many worthy charities from 
Easter Seals to the Children’s 
Miracle Network and more. 
Back in the ’80s, there were 
eight or nine telethons on the air 
and they were the 24-hour ones. 
But Joey’s energy level never 
waned. Always professional 
yes, but with a fun competitive 
spirit as we would compete for 
on-camera time, with the ulti-
mate goal of raising as much 
money as we could for charity. 
Joey was always game for fun 
too, like when we were asked to 
host an event for, I believe, the
Opera Association. So we 
dressed in silly opera garb, and 
we laughed our way through 
the event, always ready for any-
thing we could do to help the 
community.

Stories about Joey were so 
many I had to limit them, or I 
would need several pages to tell 
them all. But I had to share this 
one from Ken Knoll who did 
lots of film work in Sacramento. 
When Joey was named Country 
Music D.J. of the year and 
hosted names such as Freddy 
Fender, Loretta Lynn and Merle 
Haggard at the Lonesome 
Armadillo in Roseville, he 
would do TV funny skits to pro-
mote his show. Ken still laughs 
at this one. Wait until you hear 
what happened. Ken and Joey 
came up with the idea to do a 
skit at the Folsom Zoo in the 
tiger cage, and yes, with a real 
tiger. The idea was for Joey to 
first dress up in lady garb, mous-
tache, and all, and pretend that 
the tiger was going to attack her/
him. Then Joey would change 
back into guy clothes, and with 
the magic of television edit-
ing, come to her rescue. Funny, 
right? The trainer assured Joey 
that the tiger was tame and not 
to worry. To be honest, Joey 

was rather nervous and began 
sweating some. But being the 
trooper he was, Joey got into the 
enclosure. Ken was not sure but 
perhaps the tiger sensed Joey’s 
fear and began to growl and 
started to get too close for com-
fort. It was too close for Joey 
and he began to shout “please 
get me out of here.” But it was 
hard to hear him above the 
laughter of the crew. Suffice to 
say, Joey was not going into a 

wild critter space alone for a 
long time.

Here’s one that will give you 
a laugh but I’m not sure Joey 
laughed. Ken told me about the 
time President Clinton came to 
town on Air Force One, and we 
don’t know how Joey did it but 
he planted a bumper sticker on 
the back of Air Force One pro-
moting the Joey Mitchell Show. 
Sounds funny now but the Secret 
Service was not amused, and 

he actually got arrested. Don’t 
know if he had to spend time in 
the pokey but leave it to Joey to 
come up with this stunt and look 
for more to do.

Another side of Joey was 
always wanting to help others 
in the business. Jennifer Steele, 
executive producer of the morn-
ing news at KFBK, had fond 
memories of him. She worked 
with Joey at FM 101.5 for 10 
years and knew him more than 

30 years. Despite his being 
a celebrity, she said, he was 
always a real human being, a 
mentor, teacher and nice to all.

And Big Jim Hall worked 
with Joey at KRAK Radio for 
many years. That’s where I met 
them both. Jim and Joey both 
began working at KRAK Radio 
together. One did the morn-
ing, and one did the afternoon, 
and their friendship grew over 
the many years. Jim said he 
was always fearless and always 
wanted to support organizations 
to help the community. Fondly, 
Jim said, Joey was an incredi-
ble co-worker and friend for 40 
years, along with having a car-
ing heart and always being super 
funny. Jim said he was a joy to 
work with and to know. 

There are many stories to tell 
and perhaps some of the pic-
tures can tell the Joey Mitchell 
life and his work, but I asked 
his son, Joe Jr., who sent me 
so many wonderful pictures to 
choose of his dad, if he could 
tell me his fondest memo-
ries of “Dad” Joey. I could 
not end this piece any better. 
Here is Joe Jr and his heartfelt 
thoughts about his dad in his
own words.

“My dad was just my dad to 
me, and I never really appreciated 
all he had accomplished until I 
grew older. Many people didn’t 
know he had severe and painful 
scoliosis that would keep him up 
nights. Getting up at 3 a.m. was a 
chore for anyone, but for him, it 
was a daily struggle to get ready 
for his radio show. Even though 
he was in pain, he always had a 
smile on his face and wanted to 
make people laugh. It wasn’t an 
act, it was who he was. He truly 
was an amazing man, husband, 
father, friend and radio legend 
who will leave a huge void in our 
hearts. I strive to be like him. He 
was my HERO!”

 What more can be said about 
this icon and truly good human 
being?

And so the memory of Joey 
Mitchell goes on and I’m sure 
he is wowing them up there 
behind the mic with his wit 
and big smile. We will miss 
you Joey, but our memories 
will always be with us. Rest in 
peace, good friend. 

Editor’s note: Joey Mitchell 
died March 24 after a bat-
tle with a lung condition and 
pneumonia. Photos provided by 
Joey's family. 

Media Icon Joey Mitchell Leaves a Legacy of Laughter

Joey  always had a smile and a joke, even if it was on him.Joey (far right) with Mary Jane Popp (next to him) worked together on local on-air fundraisers to raise money for 
local causes.

Joey with the KRAK radio team.Joey ready and eager for retirement.
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Rancho Murieta Association General Manager Rod Hart displays a Rancho North development trail map. The Rancho Murieta Association and 
the parks committee rejected the developer’s map in 2018 and will likely do so again. Photo by Gail Bullen    

Continued from page 1

Subdivision Trails Plans Stir Emotions at RMA Meeting  

Sacramento Loaves & Fishes News 
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
Loaves and Fishes, a cornerstone of the 
Sacramento community for four decades, 
is proud to announce its participation in 
this year's Big Day of Giving on Thursday, 
May 2 from midnight to midnight. This 
annual fundraising event highlights the 
spirit of philanthropy in the Sacramento 
region, supporting numerous nonprofit 
organizations making a positive impact. 
Founded in 1983, Loaves and Fishes has 
been dedicated to serving the homeless 
population by providing essential survival 
services, including meals, day-shelter, and 
advocacy. 

With 41 years in the local community, 
Sacramento Loaves & Fishes recognizes 
the pivotal role individual supporters off er 
to aid in programs and services for people 
experiencing homelessness. Oftentimes 
this can mean simply being a listening ear 
for many of the guests who have been iso-
lated through homelessness. “Our theme 
this year is Walk Alongside and Listen. 
This is one of the key ways in which our 
founders served the unhoused community 
and today this wisdom continues to reso-
nate with how we approach our guests,” 
said Angela Hassell, Executive Director of 
Sacramento Loaves & Fishes. 

In celebration of its longstanding com-
mitment to the community, Loaves and 
Fishes is launching a special Match 

Campaign as part of its Big Day of Giving 
eff orts. Generous donors, including indi-
viduals and businesses, are invited to 
participate by contributing $5,000 or 
more. 

This initiative aims to raise at least 
half of the organization's $150,000 goal 
before May 2. Early giving begins April 
18. "We are thrilled to be part of Big 
Day of Giving once again and to intro-
duce our Match Campaign," said Naomi 
Cabral, Development Director at Loaves 
and Fishes. "This is an opportunity for 
our community to come together and 
make a signifi cant impact in the lives of 
those experiencing homelessness. With 
the support of our generous donors, we 
can continue to provide vital services 

and work towards creating a more equita-
ble and compassionate society. I’d like to 
invite our community to walk alongside us 
with support on the “Big Day of Giving.” 

Interested participants can sign up or 
donate via phone, mobile device, or com-
puter via https://sacloaves.org/. 

Donors interested in participating in the 
Match Campaign or seeking further infor-
mation are encouraged to contact Naomi 
Cabral at naomi@sacloaves.org or 916-
637-2517. Contributions can also be made 
by sending a check made to Sacramento 
Loaves and Fishes at P.O. Box 13495, 
Sacramento, CA 95813. Indicate that you 
are making a ‘BDOG MATCH’ donation 
on your check or online payment reply 
email.  H

Sacramento Loaves and Fishes Joins Big Day 
of Giving 2024 with Match Campaign 

Adams described the 
trail as a constantly 

moving target, noting 
it had changed again 

the previous week 
because of another 

Community Services 
District access road.
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RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Murieta Dance 
Company has returned 
from Disneyland, where 
18 students participated in 
a Dance the Magic event at 
the theme park on April 6.

After months of prepara-
tions and practices, video 
auditions and in-person 
auditions, 18 students with 
the biggest smiles made it 
to Main Street U.S.A. The 
youngest was 7 and the 
oldest was 13. 

Many Rancho Murieta 
residents saw students 
dancing in the streets 
practicing for weeks and 
cheered them on.

By 7:45 a.m. April 6, 
the students were ready 

to go in full hair, makeup 
and costume for a final 
rehearsal with the Dance 
the Magic Disneyland 
staff, a final audition for 
each group of dancers, a 
breakfast buffet with eggs, 
bacon, fruits and Micky 
Mouse waffles, a group 
and individual photo shoot, 
and a friendship bracelets 
exchange with all the par-
ticipating dancers. 

The lineup time for 
the parade was 1:45 p.m. 
Students walked from the 
Grand Californian Hotel 
through Downtown Disney 
to a side gate to head 
backstage. 

“It was amazing to see 
so many dancers in lines of 
twos through Downtown 
Disney,” said Murieta 

Dance Company director 
Doreen Zimmerman.

Dancers came from 
throughout the world, 
inc luding f rom sev-
eral studios in Australia. 
More than 400 colorfully- 
dressed dancers performed 
in the 2 p.m. parade.

“It was truly magical 
watching so many talented 
dancers making their way 
down Main Street to ‘I Just 
Can't Wait to Be King” 
from ‘The Lion King,’” 
Zimmerman said. “The 
smiles were priceless. The 
audience lined up on either 
side of Main Street and 
cheered on all the perform-
ers. The 25-minute parade 
was over so quickly, and 
everyone just wanted to go 
again. It was so much fun 

for the proud dancers, their 
parents, and, of course, me, 
too.”

At 11 p.m., Pixar Pier in 
California Adventure Park 
opened up again for just 
the dancers and their fami-
lies. There were no lines to 
any rides. 

“We got to enjoy desserts 
and soft drinks throughout 
the Pier. It was amazing. 
By about 1 a.m. we all fell 
into our beds and dreamed 

about the most magical 
day,” Zimmerman said. 
“Sunday was another park 
day for everyone, with 
lots of fun memories made 
with friends and family. 
Monday was a travel day 
back to reality for most of 
us.”

“Dancing in Disney with 
Dance the Magic is an 
awesome experience for 
any kid, from 7 to 99. We 
have made this trip now 

twice and decided to make 
this a permanent event (if 
we get a minimum of 15 
dancers) on our schedule 
to offer this fun experience 
to more children in and 
around Rancho Murieta,” 
Zimmerman added. 

“No prior dance expe-
r ience is  needed to 
participate. We are looking 
forward to another fun trip 
in the spring of 2025.” H

Murieta Dance Company Performs 
in The Disneyland Parade

Main Street U.S.A. in Disneyland becomes the latest venue for the Murieta Dance Company on 
April 6. Eighteen local youth participated in a parade featuring about 400 dancers. The parade is 
held at the theme park several times a year. Courtesy photo

SAFE Credit Union 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - A $15,000 com-
munity grant awarded by 
SAFE Credit Union is aid-
ing many residents in the 
Sacramento region to live 
safer and fuller lives.

T h e  c r e d i t  u n i o n 
recently awarded the funds 
to Rebuilding Together 
Sacramento’s Safe at 
Home program dedicated 
to preventing seniors and 
those with disabilities from 
experiencing falls at home. 
The program’s volunteers 
and staff build and install 
free safety improvements 
to the homes of qualifying 
area residents including 
ramps, railings and grab 
bars.

“We have an aging pop-
ulation in the Sacramento 
area that are finding it 
harder and harder to do 
the things they love. 
Much of that is because 
they can’t get in and out 
of their homes safely,” 
says Rebuilding Together 
Sacramento Executive 

Director Bonnie Patterson. 
“Donors like SAFE Credit 
Union allow us to help 
more and more people. We 
are very, very thankful to 
have received this grant.”

In 2023, Safe at Home 
volunteers and staff helped 
623 area individuals in 
400 homes in El Dorado, 
Sacramento, San Joaquin 
counties and in West 
Sacramento.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, one in 
four older adults over 65 
experienced a fall in 2020 
– equating to an average of 
3 million subsequent visits 
to emergency rooms each 
year. The CDC also reports 
that at least one out of five 
falls can cause serious inju-
ries resulting in adverse 
quality of life situations for 
patients, including diffi-
culty getting around, doing 
everyday activities, and 
living independently.

“SAFE Credit Union has 
a long history of helping 
improve the health of resi-
dents through philanthropy 
in the communities we 
serve,” says SAFE Credit 

Union Vice President of 
Community Relations 
and Financial Education 
Rebecca Delmundo. “This 
grant exemplifies that, and 
we are so glad to have 
been able to support such a 
time-tested nonprofit.”

Founded  in  1991 , 
Rebui ld ing  Toge ther 
Sacramento works to fill 
the need and enhance 
affordable housing for 
older adults and those 
with disabilities. Along 
with its Safe at Home pro-
gram, the nonprofit works 
with partners to revitalize 

neighborhoods and reduce 
energy costs for seniors, as 
well as works individually 
with families and children 
through their programs 
in addition to seniors and 
those with disabilities. 

“If you go in and install a 
handrail or a grab bar, a lot 
of times the folks are just 
so grateful and so thankful 
and are just delightful peo-
ple,” says Safe at Home 
volunteer Dan Ward of 
Carmichael. “It’s good just 
helping folks out.”

Volunteer Stan Jones of 
the Greenhaven-Pocket 

area says he has put in hun-
dreds of grab bars in the 
12 years he’s worked as a 
volunteer. “The clients are 
very grateful for the help 
that they receive, and our 
work prevents falls,” Jones 
says.

Rebuilding Together 
Sacramento’s grant was 
one of two grants selected 
by a public vote to receive 
$15,000. Foster Youth 
Education Fund also 
received a $15,000 grant 
for its program supporting 
former foster youth in the 
Sacramento region with 

financial scholarships, as 
well as laptops for students 
enrolling or attending a 
college, university or trade 
school.

SAFE provides grant 
funding in four cycles each 
year, including financial 
literacy. For more infor-
mation on the latest cycle’s 
focus and application, 
visit: safecu.org/commu-
nity/community-impact/
funding.

To learn more or to 
volunteer, please visit: 
rebuildingtogethersacra-
mento.org/. H

SAFE Grants $15,000 to Program 
Dedicated to Preventing Falls

Safe at Home volunteers Dan Ward, of Carmichael, and Stan Jones, of the Greenhaven/Pocket 
area, install a handrail for a Sacramento resident in need of safer step way. Photos courtesy of 
SAFE Credit Union

Safe at Home construction 
volunteers Stan Jones and 
Dan Ward meet at Rebuilding 
Together  Sacramento’s 
Workshop before going on a 
job. 
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SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Capital Region 
Small Business Week is 
April 29 through May 
4. The City of Rancho 
Cordova is a sponsor of 
SacBiz Connect: Small 
Business Week Resource 
Expo and Kickoff on April 
29. 

Sacramento County 
Off ice  of  Economic 
Development is part-
nering with the City of 
Sacramento’s Office of 
Innovation and Economic 
Development to host 
“BizX, Leveraging AI 
Technologies to Stay 
Ahead of the Curve” on 
May 1 at The Sophia, 
Home of B Street Theatre.

Capital Region Small 
Business Week brings 
together entrepreneurs, 
seasoned business own-
ers and business experts 
from public and private 
entities from across the 
Greater Sacramento area 
to celebrate the region’s 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

This year’s event will 
focus on exploring the 
transformative impact of 
AI (artificial intelligence) 
in business, healthcare, 

education, transportation 
and beyond. 

A panel of AI and 
business experts will 
examine the broader soci-
etal impacts of AI, while 
highlighting the vast 
opportunities it presents. 
Attendees will learn how 
leveraging AI can drive 
innovation, sustainability 
and inclusivity, shaping a 
more equitable and pros-
perous future for everyone. 

Small business resource 
booths and opportunities to 
network will be available 
before and after the formal 
program.

“BixX is just one of sev-
eral events held during 
Capital Region Small 
Business Week, offer-
ing a platform to connect 
our small  businesses 
with local resources,” 
said Sacramento County 
Economic Development 
Director Crystal Bethke. 

“We are pleased to cel-
ebrate the vital role our 
small businesses play in 
fostering thriving com-
munities and fueling the 
economic prosperity in 
Sacramento County," 
Bethke said.

Entrepreneurs, small 
businesses and industry 

professionals are invited 
to register for the events 
below at capitalregion-
smallbusinessweek.org/
schedule.

Day 1, Monday, April 
29 is Small Business 
Procurement  Summit 
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at 
The Lounge at Frequency 
Coworking, 3249 Quality 
Drive, Rancho Cordova. 
Small Business Week 
Resource  Expo  and 
Kickoff is from 4:30 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., also at The 
Lounge at Frequency 
Coworking in Rancho 
Cordova.

Day 2, Tuesday, April 30 
is Exporting and Importing 
for Small Businesses 
online from noon to 1:30 
p.m. The SBDC (Small 
Business Development 
Center) Capital Summit 
is from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Mahany Fitness Center, 
1545 Pleasant Grove 
Blvd., Roseville.

Day 3, Wednesday, 
May 1, is 1 Million Cups 
Sacramento from 8:30 
to 10 a.m. at the Carlsen 
Center for Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship, 
6000 J St. Library 1520, 
Sacramento. 

The Mentor Sprint 

is from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon at  the Carlsen 
Center for Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship, 
6000 J St. Library 1520, 
Sacramento. The Webinar: 
Resources for Your Small 
Business is from 1 to 2 
p.m. 

The BizX Presents: 
L e v e r a g i n g  A I 
Technologies to Stay 
Ahead of the Curve is 
from 3 to 6 p.m. at The 
Sofia, 2700 Capitol Ave., 
Sacramento.

Day 4, Thursday, May 
2, is BBB Sacramento 
Women's Conference from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
Frequency Coworking, 
3249 Qual i ty  Drive, 
Rancho Cordova. 

The May Marketplace 
Small Business Pop-Up 
Fair| is from 4 to 7 p.m. at 
The Lounge at Frequency 
Coworking in Rancho 
Cordova.

Day 5, Friday, May 3, is 
the SBA Small Business 
Awards Luncheon and 
Expo from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the  Double Tree by 
Hilton. 2001 Point W Way, 
Sacramento.

For more information, 
visit capitalregionsmall
businessweek.org. H

North State Building 
Industry Association 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - New homes con-
tinued to be popular for 
prospective homebuyers 
in the greater Sacramento 
region in March, the North 
State Building Industry 
Association said April 10.

A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m -
bers reported selling 604 
new homes in March. 
While that total trailed 
both February of this year 
and March of 2023, both 
of those months had five 
weeks while there were 
only four weeks during this 
March. On a weekly basis, 
March sales were virtually 
identical to February and 
8% above March 2023.

B u i l d i n g  I n d u s t r y 
Association President 
and CEO Tim Murphy 
attributed the continued 
strong sales to the advan-
tages that new homes have 
over existing homes and 
the continued reduction 
in the supply of existing 
homes on the market.

 “New homes are built 
for today’s lifestyles and 

are far more energy-effi-
cient than most existing 
homes, which can mean 
a big savings on energy 
costs,” Murphy said.  “And 
while the number of exist-
ing homes for sale remains 
much lower than normal, 
there are 193 new-home 
communities currently 
active, giving buyers a 
wide choice of styles and 
locations.” 

But, Murphy added, state 
and local policymakers 
should do more to reduce 
the fees and red tape that 
keep production well 
below demand and costs 
higher than they should be.

 “It still takes far lon-
ger than it should to get 
all the approvals build-
ers need to actually begin 
construction, and gov-
ernment fees averaging 
around $100,000 per home 
in our region drive up the 
cost of a new home sig-
nificantly,” Murphy said. 
“The only way to solve the 
state and local housing cri-
sis is to consistently build 
enough homes so that sup-
ply and demand will be in 
balance for the first time in 
decades.”    H

New Home Sales 
Stay Strong in March

Small Business Week Looks at AI

Find Back Issues at
TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month

4.85.35.2
2

06/01/2023.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333

Lic# 01365643C W Inc.

CALL-A-PRO

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse 
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com. 
Be sure to place in the 
subject �eld “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,

RIVER VALLEY TIMES

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com Li
c.
#
0
0
6
0
2
1
0
4

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

Here to Serve You Locally
Al Locy Financial Services LLC

Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999

Now Open for Tax Appointments - Call Today!
JACKSON RD
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16 16
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THE 
EQUESTRIAN 

CENTER

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

Expanding from 
Lodi to 

Rancho Murieta

• Investment Management
• Tax Preparation

• Our Firm has 3 Licensed 
Tax Professionals

• 38 Years Experience

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242 
www.allocyfi nancialservices.com

alocy@allocyfi nancialservices.com
(209) 334-3999  |  (800) 456-Locy (5629)

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7, 
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance 
Needs
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CALL-A-PRO

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN 

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest 

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie – 

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE 
Stump 

Grinding 
& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
RM resident over 20 years!
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Local Classifi eds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
 Gr

ov
e B

lvd
 - F

lor
in 

Rd

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs MAC Industries

DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Announcement

Autos Wanted

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-439- 5645 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move. (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous year-
end tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 866-675-2404 (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Bonded & Insured Lic#853045
916-257-9609

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

Interior / Exterior
NO JOB IS TOO BIG

NO
PROBLEM

PAINTING

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Galt Yard Sales

Hardworking, tender-hearted, 
Christian woman available for 
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-283-1427

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health
SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)  (Cal-SCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

Landscaping

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Jobs

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing

Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation

Planting | Tree Trimming
209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Advertise in your 
local 

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

Painting

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

Better than an Estate Sale! 
657 Waterloo Ct., Fri. May 
3rd-Sat. May 4th, 8am to 4pm 
-- Rain or Shine. Please call 
if you have any questions to 
209-251-7202.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Landscaping

Miscellaneous

Internet
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annu-
al contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-404-2509 (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Plans
DIRECTV Sports Pack 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 
40 regional and specialty net-
works included. NFL, College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, 
Golf and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-641-5762( Cal-SCAN)

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Cellular Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 

(Cal-Scan)

Residential Care Home locat-
ed in Galt is currently in search 
of an individual possessing 
exceptional communication 
skills, patience, computer 
proficiency, ability to conduct 
light house cleaning, meal 
preparation, and a valid driv-
er’s license. While preferred, 
DSP 1 & 2 certifications are 
not mandatory. Paid training is 
provided, with a starting wage 
of $18 per hour, increasing to 
$20 with DSP 1 & 2 certifica-
tion. Nights , weekends and 
PM shifts are currently open. 
For inquiries, please reach out 
to Phyllis at (209) 981-6484

Help Wanted

Whenever I meet fellow veterans, we’ll 
often engage in some good-natured rib-
bing. I set up the fi rst joke by announcing 
that I’m an Air Force vet, which inevita-
bly invokes the response, “Oh, you mean 
you’re a ‘Chair Force’ vet.” 

I understand that nickname because 
Air Force members occupy a lot of chairs 
doing heavily technical work in places like 
the Space Force and Cyber Command.

I first met those seat-techies in 1994 
while on my first active-duty assign-
ment at Onizuka Air Force Station in 
Sunnyvale, Calif.

Declassified that same year, Onizuka 
was dubbed the “Blue Cube” because 
of its shape, color and lack of windows. 
Outside the cube sat three parabolic dish 
antennas that the chair jockeys in blue 
jumpsuits used for “flying” military 

satellites.
A few miles away, I sat in a chair in our 

chapel offi  ces on Moff ett Field, a Navy 
base acquired by the Air Force that same 
year. My workday often included planning 
worship, counseling and meeting with our 
staff .

In these days before 9/11, chaplains, like 
most military offi  cers, wore  a simple uni-
form of sky-blue shirt and dark-blue Poly/
Wool pants that resemble blue Dockers. 
We called the ensemble our “Blues.” Add 
the rank, name tag and a Protestant cross, 
and I became an instant chaplain.

It was the same uniform I’d worn 
for monthly weekend duty as a USAF 
Reservist, so I quickly mastered the 
routine for daily wear. We had no one 
inspecting us for proper haircuts, uniforms 
or shoe shining. We were all friends and 
“trusted professionals.”

With a 7:30 a.m. daily start, I’d often 
suit up in my darkened bedroom on sum-
mer mornings, leaving the exhausted 
mother of our four children asleep.

Early one morning I decided to bypass 
offi  ce work to make a few visits around 
the cube. I walked through classifi ed work 
areas introducing myself and giving an 
encouraging word. I returned to the offi  ce 
before lunch with a feeling that I had done 

some good chaplain-type work.
“Good,” that is until I was greeted 

by Janet, our chapel manager and 
Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge 
(NCOIC).

Janet was a law-and-order manager, 
good with regulations and policies. She 
had a sharp eye for detail that helped her 
chaplains stay sharp, too.

I knew something was up when she 
asked, “What are you wearing today, 
Chaplain?”

Her question sent me inspecting my 
shirt for uneaten breakfast.

“Look farther down,” she said.
Forget the friendly “Chair Force.” I was 

beginning to feel like a recruit standing 
before his drill instructor.

Finally, unable to hold her snicker, she 
said, “Those can’t be your uniform pants.”

“Why?” I asked, still staring at my well-
creased blue pants.

“They look more like Levi Dockers® 
than offi  cial Air Force Blues.”

Suddenly I was the picture of patriotism 
– a red face on a white man wearing blue 
pants.

She was right. In my haste to dress in 
my darkened room, I’d donned my Levi’s 
Ultimate Chino Straight Fit instead of my 
Air Force Poly/Wool pants.

There’s no telling how many airmen on 
my morning rounds noticed Dockers on 
their new chaplain. But just like the peo-
ple in Hans Christian Andersen’s fable, 
“The Emperor’s New Clothes,” they’d 
said nothing.

But the sergeant, like the little boy of 
the story, was the only one brave enough 
to call out her proud chaplain for his 
“nakedness.”

I tried minimizing my mistake with the 
adage, “No one’s perfect. We all put our 
pants on one leg at a time.”

“Still,” she said, “Perhaps chaplains 
ought to heed the Jesus protocol and ‘Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father 
is perfect’” (Matthew 5:48).

But, but ...” I stammered as she 
reloaded.

“And I think even Jesus might tell you 
that perfection begins with fi rst choosing 
the right pants.”

And with that, I returned home to 
change pants. My argument no longer had 
a leg to stand on.

Email comment@thechaplain.net or 
voicemail at (843) 608-9715 or 10556 
Combie Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 95602. 
Order my book “Tell It To the Chaplain” 
by sending $20 to same address or online 
at www.thechaplain.net. H
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CareCareCare
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Spiritual Spiritual 
Care

Spiritual Spiritual 
Care

Spiritual 
Care

BY NORRIS BURKESBY NORRIS BURKES

Wrong Pants, Chaplain

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

WILTON, CA (MPG) - Victor Valenzuela, a 
67-year-old Wilton resident, has been 
found guilty of sexually assaulting a 
woman he employed at his horse farm 
in October 2022, according to an April 4 
news release from the Sacramento County 
District Attorney Offi  ce.

Valenzuela could face up to 20 years in 

state prison following his conviction by 
a jury on charges of forcible rape, forc-
ible penetration with a foreign object, and 
attempted sodomy by force with aggravat-
ing factors. His sentencing is scheduled to 
take place in Sacramento Superior Court 
on May 2.

The news release said Valenzuela 
had hired the victim to work at both his 
horse farm and residence on Hobday 
Road. On her fi rst day, he made several 

inappropriate comments. When the vic-
tim asked to go home, Valenzuela told her 
he wanted to be with her and directed her 
toward the bedroom.

Although the victim told Valenzuela 
she didn’t want to be with him and just 
wanted to do her job, according to the 
news release, Valenzuela assaulted her in 
the bedroom until she was able to run to 
the bathroom.

Upon leaving, the victim requested 

payment for her work that day. Valenzuela 
gave her $200, saying it was for her “ser-
vices.” Immediately after leaving the 
ranch, the victim reported the assault to 
the Sacramento County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
turning over the $200 as evidence.

Detectives arrested Valenzuela on Dec. 
9, 2022, according to a Sheriff’s Office 
new release. The prosecutor was Deputy 
District Attorney Kelly Clark, of the Adult 
Sexual Assault Prosecution Unit.  H

Owner of Wilton Horse Farm Convicted of Rape
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Educational 
materials, such as 
this Firewise USA 
poster, can be had 
for the asking when 
neighbors celebrate 
Wildfire Community 
Preparedness Day 
on May 4 in Rancho 
M u r i e t a .  I m a g e 
cou r tesy  o f  t he 
National Fire Protection 
Agency

Rancho Murieta 
Regional Fire Safe 
Council New Release

RANCHO MURIETA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Regional Fire Safe Council 
will host a public educa-
tion event, the National 
Fire Protection Agency’s 
Wi ldf i re  Communi ty 
Preparedness Day, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. May 4.

The regionally relevant 
educational event will be 
held in the Rancho Murieta 
Bel Air parking lot in front 
of the Tractor Supply store.

Wildfire Community 
Preparedness Day provides 
science-based steps that 
residents can take to reduce 
or remove potential fire 
hazards from a home and 
its immediate surround-
ings – known as the “home 
ignition zone” – to help 

protect from embers and 
radiant heat from wildfi res. 

Typical activities might 
include simple, low-cost 
home improvement proj-
ects such as clearing dead 
leaves, debris and pine nee-
dles from roofs and gutters; 
keeping lawns and native 
grasses mowed to a height 
of four inches; or removing 
anything stored underneath 
decks or porches that could 
burn.

Fire Safe Council mem-
ber Karen Hoberg, owner/
broker of Rancho Murieta 
Homes & Land, Inc., is 
the event coordinator. The 
event seeks to further edu-
cate residents about the 
ever-present wildfire risk 
to homes and humans as 
the NFPA, Sacramento 
County Fire Safe Council 
Coalition and the Rancho 
Murieta Regional Fire 

Safe Council continue to 
address the issue.

These groups, in coor-
d ina t ion  wi th  loca l 
s takeholders ,  includ-
ing the Rancho Murieta 
Association, Cal Fire, 
Sacramento Metropolitan 
Fire District (Sac Metro) 
and the Sacramento County 
Office of Emergency 
Services (Sac OES), work 
to minimize and mitigate 
the threat of wildland fi re 
destruction to the region.

Education and conver-
sation as well as handout 
materials will highlight 
the efforts ongoing to 
safeguard regional public 
safety from wildfire and 
fl ood along with eff orts to 
ensure the fastest and least 
fallible means of emer-
gency evacuation in the 
event it were requested by 
an incident commander.  

Come out and dis-
cuss the use of Cal Fire’s 
roughly $4.5 million grant 
to mitigate fuels and fire 
danger in the region as 
well as enhance our local 
treasure, the Deer Creek 
Hills Conservancy, with 
funds for native species 
tree planting as well as oak 
woodland restoration.

There will be a raffl  e for 
Grab and Go Emergency 
Preparedness Backpacks 
as well as handout mate-
rials and great local 
representatives to discuss 
your concerns with. 

Other participating orga-
nizations will be SOLOS, 
S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Regional Parks, Metro 
Fire, Sac OES, Sacramento 
County Fire Safe Council, 
RMA and Rancho Murieta 
Reg iona l  F i r e  Sa f e 
Council. H

By Nancy Clevenger 

RANCHO MURIETA (MPG) - A 
warm spring day graced the 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club (RMCC) Niners golf 
group’s recent monthly 
tournament, Charm and 
Putt. The Rancho Murieta 
Country Club greens and 
fairways were in pristine 
condition as the women 
competed for the lowest 
score for nine holes of golf 
and the fewest putts.

After the socially com-
petitive round of golf, 
the women dined in the 
Terrace Lounge for a 
plated luncheon, while 
Captain Pamela O’Hern 
led the monthly meet-
ing. During this meeting, 
details of the upcoming 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club Niner Invitational 
Golf Event were dis-
cussed. The Invitational 
will be held April 25 with 
a full fi eld of 144 golfers. 
The theme for this year’s 
invitational is Margaritas 
and Mulligans, headed by 
Chair Cathy Niley.

The Charm and Putt 
competition winners were 
announced by tournament 
Co-Chair Patty Harris. 
Scoring a net 33 was 
Denice Murck-Kilgour. 
Murck-Kilgour’s score was 
aided by the fact that she 
sank only 14 putts. Niner 
Mary Carroll also sank 
only 14 putts to tie in the 
monthly competition.

Most improved golfer 
for the month of March 
was announced by Chair 
B a r b a r a  A r m s t r o n g . 
Pamela O’Hern’s handi-
cap fell to 24.2, with an 

improved 1.1. Scores for 
all golfers continue to 
improve as the course con-
ditions improve with the 
fabulous spring weather. 

Also, new members 
were welcomed into the 
group. Audrey Langstroth 
joined and was able to play 
in the Charm and Putt for 
the first time, being wel-
comed with open arms. 

This group plays each 
week with a once-a-month 
tournament and fun play 
days sprinkled in as well. 
All women golfers who 
are members of Rancho 
Murieta Country Club may 
join by contacting captain 
O’Hern (plohern@sbc-
global.net) or by calling or 
texting 209-598-1160.  H

GOLF SCORES

Great Conditions 
For Charm And Putt

Mary Carroll. Photos courtesy 
of Rancho Murieta Country 
Club Niners

Denice Murck-Kilgour

Wildfire Preparedness Event 
May 4 Aims to Review Risks 

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products
Mon–Sat 10am–6pm • Sun 11am–6pm

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

Martel Club Chair

Addison Panel Storage Bed

Jarvis Sectional

Big Sky Buffet & Accent Mirror

Family owned and operated since 1948, Naturwood Home Furnishings is 
an amazing furniture store providing the absolute best in value, quality, 
selection, and service. Customers want their home to reflect their personal 
style; and Naturwood strives to offer as many choices as possible.

The 87,000 square foot showroom has all the most exciting styles and the 
best brands like Flexsteel, Stickley, Serta and many more. The courteous 
and knowledgeable staff are ready to help you with all your home furnish-
ing needs. Interior designers are available to visit your home and guide 
you through a single item design, whole room design, entire house de-
signs, office designs, space planning, furniture selections, fabrics, color 
coordination, area rugs, accessories and more!

Come to Naturwood today and find your style for your new home!

New Home
New Furniture




