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Trail Construction Discussion
Raises Hackles at Parks Meeting

o 'é 72 O

The image shows part of a wooded area being proposed for a trail that has put a developer at odds with the Rancho Murieta

Association (RMA). The trail will run between Puerto Drive and Stonehouse Park. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The debate over whether
to pave or maintain a nat-
ural surface for a section
of trail cutting through a
wooded area intensified
during the May 2 Rancho

Murieta Parks Committee's
first meeting in three years.

This contested stretch
is a segment of a pedes-
trian and bike trail aimed
at linking Puerto Drive to
Stonehouse Park through
the Residences East subdi-
vision, which Bob Keil and
his partners are developing.

Keil said that the

subdivision plan, approved
by Sacramento County
in 2007, originally speci-
fied a decomposed granite
(DG) surface for the trail.
However, following warn-
ings from the Murieta
Trail Stewardship about
the potential dangers of
decomposed granite, Keil
began seeking approval

rvi('s- Dbt o TR n. e

from the Rancho Murieta
Association Board to con-
struct a natural surface trail
as far back as three years

ago.
Rancho Murieta
Association Board

President Scott Adams
reported that Keil was
informed from the outset,

Continued on page 4

Rancho Murieta Photographer
Celebrates Backcountry Wildiife

Paul Anderson captures a captivating photo of a mother and baby swan while photographing behind Rancho Murieta. He
showcased this and other local images at the River Valley Garden Club meeting on March 27. Photo courtesy of Paul Anderson

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - From a
green-eyed cormorant to a standoffish
bobcat, many creatures that popu-
late the Rancho Murieta backcountry
received the recognition they deserve
when wildlife photographer Paul
Anderson visited the River Valley
Garden Club on March 27.
Anderson is best known in the
community for his social media
updates on the bald eagle family
residing on the north side of Lake

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

Clementia. His scoreboard shows the
diligent parents have produced 14
eaglets since 2014, despite having to
rebuild their nest twice.

Anderson’s interest in the eagles
was a primary catalyst for his ven-
ture into photography. He began
his journey by taking an introduc-
tory camera class at McKay Photo
Academy in Gold River in 2017,
marking his meteoritic rise as a
wildlife photographer. He earned
a master photography degree from
the Professional Photography
Association in just three years, a feat

that typically takes six years.

By 2019, he was competing with
his images, earning prestigious
awards and medals nationally and
internationally at the highest levels.

Additionally, Anderson became
an instructor with McKay Photo
Academy, which organizes photog-
raphy excursions domestically and
internationally. Anderson has cap-
tured his winning images in diverse
locations such as Antarctica, Alaska,
the Canadian Northern Woods,
Norway and Mongolia.

Continued on page 2

CSD

Updates
Response
to Grand

Jury
Report

River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA (MPG)
- Significant strides have
been made since the release
of a critical report by the
Sacramento County Grand
Jury in March 2023, which
highlighted the loss of pub-
lic trust in the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District's (CSD)
ability to make sound
financial decisions.

A one-year progress
report, uploaded to the dis-
trict’s website on April 18,
summarizes these advance-
ments. Written by General
Manager Mimi Morris, the
concise four-page update
is displayed on the homep-
age, accompanied by direct
links to both the origi-
nal 14-page Grand Jury
report and the CSD Board’s
responses from March to
June 2023.

Here is a selection of

the general manager’s
responses to the 12 findings
and 13 recommendations
outlined in the Grand Jury
report:
e The initial finding high-
lighted the erosion of
trust in the district's abil-
ity to make wise financial
choices. The corresponding
recommendation advised
an upgrade of billing and
accounting systems.

Morris reported that
the implementation of the
Tyler Technology bill-
ing system commenced in
April, encountering initial
challenges that have since
been resolved. However,
plans to transition to the
Tyler accounting sys-
tem were put on hold "due
to concerns that adopt-
ing a new financial system
before completing all
pending audits could lead
to accounting complica-
tions," Morris said. "Staff
is confident that the cur-
rent system is operating as
intended, and we are plan-
ning an upgrade to improve
efficiency in Fiscal Year
2025-2026."

e Three findings identified
deficiencies in financial
reporting, including two
outstanding audits, sus-
ceptibility to fraud and the
need to rebuild public trust
regarding fee increases.

Continued on page 5
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A Northern Flicker stops by the photographer’s backyard.
Photos by Paul Anderson

The late day sun creates dramatic lighting on a Lake

Clementia eagle in this striking portrait.

Continued from page 1

Currently the manager of several car
dealerships in Stockon, Anderson moved
to Rancho Murieta 25 years ago for golf.
He and his wife raised two children
who now own their own homes in the
community.

“Now | don’t have time for golf,” he
said.

Anderson began his presentation by say-
ing that if he only accomplished one thing
that night it would be inspiring audience
members to join the SOLOS (Save Our
Lakes & Open Spaces) group advocating
for responsible development in Rancho
Murieta.

“We are in such a magnificent commu-
nity, and what we have in our backyard, |
am going to share with you tonight,” he
said.

Anderson shared stories behind some
of his Rancho Murieta wildlife images as
he navigated through his slide show, inter-
spersing the narrative with light-hearted
anecdotes. He described how he per-
suaded a bobcat that he and his dog, Lucy,
weren’t predators, allowing the bobcat to
continue hunting. Anderson also recounted
his relief after being able to go to work
unscathed after a chance encounter with a
skunk and never seeing a rattlesnake when
he wore heavy boots with “snake guards”
covering his calves.

“But when | go out there for a quick half

An immature
cormorant
with striking
emerald
green eyes
perches on

a weathered
branch.

A bobcat continues to hunt as Anderson and his dog,
Lucy, maintain a quiet distance.

Paul Anderson points out an eaglet that is barely visible in its nest. Photo by Gail Bullen

hour in my tennis shoes, | see them all the
time,” he said.

Anderson presented many images of the
Rancho Murieta Bald Eagles, document-
ing everything from their courtship rituals
to the feeding of their loudly clamoring
eaglets. He noted that the local eagles
are half the size of those in Alaska and
Washington, likely because they need less
fat for insulation.

He also touched on a controversy about
the eagle nest coming down two years in
a row between August and October 1 in
2021 and 2022, showing a photo of vehi-
cle tracks coming up to the tree involved.
Despite these challenges, the eagles

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

managed to rebuild their nest, although
the latest one is secured to a dead or dying
tree limb.

Highlighting the legal ramifications of
disturbing these birds, Anderon displayed
a slide about the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act. The act protects against
disruption of any breeding, feeding or
shelter habits, with penalties reaching up
to $100,000 and a year in prison for the
first offense.

“So, it’s pretty serious,” he said.

Anderson also showed many striking
images of the community’s wild swans,
although it isn’t a good year for them.

“I just counted five on the lake when

An otter enjoys a peaceful early morning at Lake Clementia.

RM Photographer Celebrates Backcountry Wildlife

were normally have 20 to 30,” he said.

Anderson described the cygnets as “the
stars of the swans” because they are so
much fun and have so much personality.
However, capturing images of the young
swans without their protective parents is
challenging. The juveniles are fond of rid-
ing on their mother’s back.

Among the most vivid photographs was
one taken a few years ago in Anderson’s
backyard, featuring a Northern Flicker in
a bush.

“The berries haven’t been that same
color since | took that picture,” Anderson
said.

Anderson showcased a diverse range of
other wildlife, from cormorants and pel-
icans to kites and Canadian Geese. He
also captured images of a red-winged
blackbird, an osprey, a salmon, a beaver,
a coyote, an otter and a convoy of little
ducks with brown beaks.

The presentation concluded with some
award-winning images that included a
Kodiak bear eating a salmon and two ele-
phants sparring with their tusks. But the
image that garnered the most acclaim fea-
tured a Mongolian hunter galloping across
the grasslands with a giant eagle by his
side. It won a gold medal this year in an
international competition.

Anderson’s photographs are available
for viewing on his Facebook page and
Instagram account. *

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.1.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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award given,
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Diana Fox, left, admires a wall hanging that her daughter and son-in-law, Ashley and Aaron

Boyer, hope to sell at her carport sale on Garcia Way.

Village Trash and Treasure Sale
Lives up to its Name

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The old
adage that “one man’s trash is another
man’s treasure” was proven again when
the Murieta Village Association held its
annual Trash and Treasure Sale on April
27.

Jackie VanBuskirk organized the event.

“I’m pleased it went as well as it did and
everyone seemed to be selling,” she said.
“The weather also was perfect, given the
pouring rain we had the day before.”

The sale had two components.
VanBuskirk rented out 15 tables to ven-
dors who showcased their goods in the
traditional location outside the clubhouse.
Simultaneously, across the village, a dozen
residents displayed their offerings on their
driveways and carports.

The table rentals generated $425, while
Nancy Warrington, Social Committee
chair, raised an additional $128 by selling
donated items. All proceeds were directed
into the committee treasury to fund memo-
rial services within the village following a
resident's passing.

The vendors at the clubhouse included
Rancho Murieta residents living inside
the gates who can’t host their own garage
sales due to association rules.

Among them was Berniece Jones,
a first-time vendor. Jones, a frequent
attendee of past sales, looks for Christmas

decorations, particularly sleighs.

"Now I'm selling them because | can't
afford to store them," Jones said.

Deb Clemens, who lives in the vil-
lage, showcased her handcrafted jewelry
at the sale. She said being a vendor was
wonderful.

“Everybody is so friendly and nice, so it
makes for a good experience, even if they
aren’t buying anything,” Clemens said.

Bill Piva, a regular attendee of the sale,
shared his most memorable bargain from
two years ago: a crystal pelican he pur-
chased for $5.

"It turned out to be worth $110 when |
checked online," Piva said. "I felt so bad
about the price difference and consid-
ered returning to give them more money
because they were so sweet."

Village resident Patti Sewall observed
a decrease in the number of browsers at
her carport sale this year compared to
previous years. Despite the lower turn-
out, Sewall said, there was an increase in
purchases.

Dan Dilbeck reminisced about the
enjoyment he and his wife, Kim, found in
leisurely cruising through the village on
their golf cart, admiring sales.

“It was so relaxing and calming,” he
said.

However, this year, Dilbeck’s wife
rented a table at the clubhouse to sell some
of their belongings, leaving him to browse
the other sales alone. *

354-9339 |

20 minute drive from Fols.____'

El Dorado Hills

1,000,31,50

Eva McMullen asks vendorTraci Albee about a glass item during her visit to the annual Murieta
Village Trash and Treasure Sale on April 27.The sale took place outdoors near the clubhouse and
at various carports. Photos by Gail Bullen

Ray Trujillo beams
with delight as he
shows off a doll
he bought for his
granddaughter at the
sale.

Vendor Deb Clemens says renting a table is worth it for the social interaction, even if she
doesn’t sell much jewelry.

0927000537000)S gt}

BoutiquelGaragesiandiShoplSpace

* 200 amp 3 phase
power

Share
with a friend
or relative

or Extra Garage Storage
e Internet Ready

FEATURING
» Epoxy floors available - Roll up and man door

* Pre plumbed
for bathrooms

Convemently
located at

« LED lighting
« Insulated
« Fire sprinklers

RV & BOAT S TORAGE SELF STORAGE

SIZE (WXL) .... PRIGE ($/mo)

8 X 8immmrerveeerrrrese $127.00
8X10: $143.00
8X 20 $212.00
8X 40 $287.00
RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (wxL)... PRICE ($/mo)

X200 $150.00
X250 $1 55.00
11X300 i, $165.00
12x40:......u........ $185.00
12 X500 $200.00

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance ¢ 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station ¢ Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 ¢ Visit us at www.rmairport.com

SALES

SERVICE

RENTALS

GIP500 GOLF CARTS

AUTHORIZED DEALER
-.

A Textron Company

BATTERIES

Bropane)AvailableXat:
NEW LOCATION Rncha ﬂr’e p 0rt
7000 Alameda Dr. F 3 T ;
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
(over the hill at the
driving range)

Zack Bowden

(916) 806-0920

zackbowden@ { ‘
gipsongolfcarts.com , » 7
www.gipsongolfcarts.com




4 - River Valley Times

MAY 10, 2024

Trail Construction Discussion Raises Hackles

Continued from page 1

and reiterated during recent
negotiations, that the board
would only approve a
Class 1 trail with a 12-foot
wide paved surface and
designated shoulders, as
outlined in a 2003 Parks
Agreement.

The Parks Committee,
responsible for final deci-
sions regarding parks
and trails within the com-
munity, comprises five
members. Two repre-
sent the Rancho Murieta
Association Board, Adams
and director John Van
Doren; two represent the
development commu-
nity, Keil and Tony Velez,
who is affiliated with the
investment firm develop-
ing the proposed Rancho
North subdivision; and
one serves as a tie-breaker
representing the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Board,
director Linda Butler.
The Parks Committee has
not convened since Feb.
18, 2021. Keil requested
the latest meeting after
a previous attempt was
halted by Rancho Murieta
Association.

Over the past year, Keil
has met about six times
with Adams, Rancho
Murieta Association
General Manager Ron Hart
and an occasional Rancho
Murieta Association direc-
tor, which culminated with
a partial compromise dis-
cussed at the April 16
board meeting.

Keil presented two maps
during the April meet-
ing. One depicted Unit 1,
comprising 68 lots, which
is not wooded. The sec-
ond map illustrated Unit 2,
consisting of 130 lots, with
a wooded area within the
green open space.

Both Keil and Adams
reported reaching a com-
promise for a paved trail
in Unit 1, prompted by
separate planning by the
Community Services
District.

This agreement arose
after the district advised
that a road was necessary
to access sewers within the
subdivision. Keil agreed
to relocate his proposed
natural surface trail to the
access road, and Rancho
Murieta Association con-
sented to this arrangement,
despite the Community
Services District's paved
road being only 10 feet
wide.

However in Unit 2, the
sewer road could provide
only a partial compro-
mise. Keil’s Unit 2 showed
a shortening of the trail
because it would be con-
nected to that paved road.

However, this left a
wooded section of the trail
accessed off Tierra Drive
in dispute, with Keil argu-
ing that paving it would
cause significant dam-
age to numerous trees.

Resident Mary Jane Ison favors a natural surface on the trail
behind her property. Photos by Gail Bullen

One of Adams' counterar-
guments was that a paved
trail accessible to all would
offer an alternative to the
heavily traveled Puerto
Drive, which would only
become more congested
with further development.

Ultimately, Adams post-
poned the discussion
regarding the Unit 2 trail
during the board meeting.

However, at Keil's
request, the matter was
added to the agenda
for the upcoming Parks
Committee meeting.

The exchanges during
the May 2 parks meet-
ing grew tense as both
sides elaborated on their
arguments and coun-
tered claims regarding the
wooded section of the trail.
By the meeting's end, they
appeared to be even further
apart than at the outset.

Adams initiated the
meeting by delineating
early governing documents
mandating developers to
construct pedestrian and
bike trails.

Following comple-
tion, these trails must be
deeded to Rancho Murieta
Association for communi-
ty-wide use, irrespective
of whether the association
annexes the subdivision.

When the Unit 2 trail
came up on the agenda,
Hart emphasized the
board's fiduciary duty to
adhere to the parameters
set forth in the governing
documents. He also noted
that the Parks Committee
had previously voted
on a Rancho Murieta
Association concep-
tual map in 2018, which
depicted a traditional
asphalt trail within the sub-
division. Additionally, Hart
said that negotiations with
Keil regarding the trail had
been ongoing for a year.

Keil explained that
any departure from the
trail layout specified in
the 2007 environmental
impact report necessitates
undergoing an amendment
process at the county level,
which is both costly and
time-consuming.

To facilitate this process,
they enlisted the expertise
of an arborist and gath-
ered data on the impacts
of paving. Keil argued
that the proposed "golf
cart super highway" advo-
cated by Rancho Murieta

Association would cause
significant harm to the
trees and landscape.

Keil said the natural
trail was strategically posi-
tioned to avoid the need for
tree removal and largely
kept away from existing
residences.

However, he clari-
fied that if the committee
approves the trail, adjust-
ments could be made
within certain parameters,
ensuring that rock outcrop-
pings, cultural features and
trees remain undisturbed.

Adams dismissed Keil's
concern about golf carts
as a "red herring," assert-
ing that once the trail is
approved, the board will
deliberate on whether to
permit golf cart usage or
to restrict access, as was
the case with the Chesbro
Trail.

Contrary to past prac-
tices of avoiding dialogue
with developers, Adams
said that he insisted this
board should engage in
discussions with them.

He also noted that the
previous owner of Keil's
property had agreed to
the terms of the 2003
Parks Agreement, which
included provisions
for a paved trail in the
Residences subdivision.
Adams reiterated that Keil
had been informed about
this agreement from the
outset.

Adams directed photos
of natural trails submit-
ted by Keil to be shown on
an overhead monitor. After
highlighting the hazards
posed by the rocks, Adams
said the board was the only
thing standing between
“garbage” and a proper
trail consistent with ones
built over the past 20 years.

Keil later requested that
his sample pictures show-
casing a visually appealing
trail be projected. "Which
ones are those?" Adams
inquired.

The board president
highlighted that Rancho
Murieta Association has
its own trail expert who
emphasized, "This is one
of the most, if not the most
important trail in Rancho
Murieta." This assertion
stems from the belief that
paving the trail would
offer a safe alternative to
Puerto Drive for all users,
including residents pushing
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strollers.

Shifting focus, Adams
mentioned a note handed
to him by Keil during
a Community Services
District meeting, which
contradicted Keil's asser-
tions regarding wildlife
and tree conservation.
"Would you consider
accepting an easement
for the trail and a pay-
ment? Then you could get
approval from the county.”

Keil expressed no
qualms about the note
and saw it as a com-
pelling argument,
considering Rancho
Murieta Association’s
greater environmen-
tal latitude compared
to his own constraints.
He argued that Rancho
Murieta Association holds
the power to impede his
development.

Keil emphasized the
need for Rancho Murieta
Association approval of
the trail to facilitate the
submission of a trans-
portation management
plan, a prerequisite for
obtaining building per-
mits by November. When
Adams inquired about the
expected approval time-
frame, Keil estimated it
would take approximately
60 days.

Adams also questioned
Keil about the feasibility

Roger Formanek supports the Rancho Murieta Association
requirement for an asphalt trail.

of a six-foot trail accom-
modating a fire truck. Keil
asserted that he wasn't
accountable for fire truck
access, adding, "I don't
believe any of the trails
are."

Hart expressed his
offense at some of Keil's
assertions, noting that there
were multiple methods
available to mitigate the
impact of paving the trail.
He also mentioned Keil's
failure to comply with their
reasonable request for a
topographic map during
negotiations.

“You would have peo-
ple believe that we weren’t
willing to work with you
and that’s not true,” Hart
added.

In reference to the pri-
vate discussions, Keil said
he had requested a Parks
Committee meeting much
earlier to ensure that the
trail discussion took place
in a public forum rather
than being deliberated
behind closed doors.

“Do you hear all the
hyperbole here?” Adams
responded.

Seven audience mem-
bers provided comments,
including Mary Jane Ison
and John Randolph, both
expressing a preference
for a natural-surface trail.
Ison noted that her res-
idence backs up to the

subdivision.

Carol Anderson Ward,
the majority investor in the
proposed Rancho North
development comprising
697 lots, advocated for
natural trails. Ward sug-
gested that Rancho Murieta
Association should take
responsibility for ensuring
the safety of children trav-
eling to the ballpark, rather
than placing the burden
solely on the developer.

“We need help get-
ting houses built here so
we can support our golf
courses, so we can bring in
a pool and a clubhouse and
other amenities so there
are things for kids to do,”
Ward said.

John Merchant, who
described himself as a
poster child for natural
trails, said he favors pav-
ing the trail, citing safety
concerns as his primary
reason.

Roger Formanek also
appeared to lean toward
supporting paving. "When
a developer purchases
property, they are acquir-
ing an opportunity for
development, not a guaran-
tee," he remarked.

Formanek emphasized
that it wasn't his responsi-
bility if a developer chose
to forego a paved path due
to cost considerations.

In other business, the
committee voted 5:0 to
approve the compromise
regarding Unit 1 trail. They
also voted unanimously
to pay $13,900 for a topo-
graphical survey at the
Escuela park site and to
reimburse Rancho Murieta
Association $8,500 for
a study for a community
center that has since been
put on hold.

The Parks Fund balance
stood at $301,000 before
the meeting. *
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Spray Park to Open
Saturday, May 18
The Summerfest Spray

Park at Riverside Park will

open for the summer on

Saturday, May 18 with a

celebration from 11 a.m. to

1 p.m. The Rancho Murieta

Association Recreation

Committee will serve hot

dogs, cotton candy, pop-

corn and snow cones.

ETC Slates Free

Kick-off May 19

Entertainment, Theatre
& Culture for Rancho
Murieta has slated its free
kick-off event from 3 to 5
p.m. Sunday, May 19 at the
Rancho Murieta Country
Club. Enjoy music, food

tasting, wine, beer and
champagne. Credit cards
will be accepted for mem-
bership and tickets at this
event only.

Water Plan Town
Hall Meeting May 30

Join the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District board members,
staff and the Integrated
Water Master Plan con-
sulting team at a town hall
meeting to learn about and
provide input on the mas-
ter plan at 6 p.m. Thursday,
May 30 at the Rancho
Murieta County Club.
The district’s water sup-
ply and demand, along
with the projected impacts
of climate change on the

supply, will be reviewed.
The district plans to hold
more public meetings as
the master plan is devel-
oped. More about the plan
is on the district’s website
at ranchomurietacsd.com/
water-master-plan/.

ETC Offers
Essay Contest
Entertainment, Theater
and Culture (ETC) for
the Rancho Murieta
Community is sponsor-
ing its annual Scholarship
Essay Contest for gradu-
ating high school seniors
who live in Rancho
Murieta North or South.
The winner of the con-
test will receive a $2,000
scholarship. Essays must

be 550 to 600 words and
entries must be postmarked
by May 30. Application
form with contest rules is
available at the Rancho
Murieta Association
Building or by request
to Stephanie Stanislaus,
ETC Philanthropy Chair
at stephslaus2@ranchomu-
rieta.org. For additional
information, call Stanislaus
at 916-354-0901.

Family Movie Night
in Rancho Murieta
The Family Movie

Nights Series will be held

at St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Church at 14673
Cantova Way in Rancho
Murieta. Mark your calen-
dars for Fridays, May 31,

June 28 and July 26. Doors
open at 5:15 p.m. Delicious
food will be served begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m., so
there’s no need to rush
dinner. The movie magic
begins at 6 p.m. Kids are
welcome to wear pajamas
and bring snuggle essen-
tials. This is a family affair,
so no drop-offs.

Although it is free, tick-
ets are required. Sign up
on Eventbrite AT tinyurl.
com/4spzywmp. The spon-
sors are the church, The
Grove Youth Ministry, the
Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta, Entertainment,
Theatre & Culture for
Rancho Murieta (ETC),
and Knights of Columbus.

Women’s Club's
Bubbles & Chocolate

Join the Rancho Murieta
Women's Club for a pro-
gram on Bubbles and
Chocolate pairings, with
Tracey Berkner of Taste
Restaurant. On May 22,
after enjoying a char-
cuterie appetizer, attendees
will choose a mixed green
salad topped with grilled
chicken or salmon and, of
course, a dessert of spe-
cialty chocolates paired
with Bubbles. The cost is
$35 for members and $40
for nonmembers. For more
information, contact Cindy
Shamrock at 916-354-1918
or Barbara Armstrong at
916-541-1884. *

CSD Updates Response to Grand Jury Report

Continued from page 1

The recommendations included com-
pleting the audits, recruiting and training
competent personnel, generating monthly
accounts payable listings, monitoring
invoices and creating manuals outlining
accounting protocols.

Morris reported the district had collabo-
rated extensively with auditors to finalize
the 2020-21 audit by late February 2024.
She anticipates the completion of audits
for 2021-22 and 2022-23 before January
2025.

Qualified accounting staff, includ-
ing Morris and Director of Finance and
Administration Mark Matulich, a CPA,
have been recruited by the district. The
new team has “strong financial manage-
ment skills to ensure proper accounting
procedures are established and followed to
guarantee the integrity of the accounting
data,” Morris said.

Positive Pay, a system guaranteeing the
clearance of only verified payments from
district accounts, has been implemented.
Additionally, monthly budget-to-actual
reports on revenues and expenditures
are generated and presented at all board
meetings.

e Three findings highlighted deficiencies
in staff management, turnover rates and
the erosion of institutionalized account-
ing expertise, which have impeded
district operations. Recommendations
included enhanced and mandatory train-
ing, a heightened level of scrutiny for
adverse personnel actions, and quarterly
reports addressing staff development and
concerns.

“The district agrees that sound human
resources management is important for
organization effectiveness and has put
many legacy HR (human resources) issues
behind it,” Morris said. “The district has
made great strides in improving employee
morale in the last year.”

Nonetheless, the district still needs to
implement a policy ensuring that impar-
tial persons not directly involved in the
chain of command review adverse actions
against employees to guarantee the fair
and consistent application of disciplinary
measures, Morris said.

She includes an update about staff
development in her monthly report to the
board.

e Two findings focused on reserve funds
designated for infrastructure repair and

replacement.

The grand jury report highlighted the
absence of an updated Capital Reserve
Policy and a $10 million shortfall in
reserves, both posing threats to the dis-
trict's financial stability. The report
recommended that the board amend its
existing policy to delineate specific fund-
ing targets for each capital asset and
establish adequate fees to address infra-
structure requirements (for water, sewer
and drainage).

“Staff is updating the 2012 District
Reserve Policy to more accurately define
the current reserve ‘buckets’ and to reflect
the need for reserves that fully cover antic-
ipated future capital outlay needs,” Morris
said. “A 20-year capital improvement plan
study is underway with recommendations
expected by May of 2024.”

Morris further noted the board's
acknowledgment of the vital importance
of service fees in meeting both current
operational expenses and long-term infra-
structure demands, which was reflected in
both the 2023-24 budget and the proposed
2024-25 budget.

o Another finding reported that relying
on property taxes to subsidize escalating

2024 Simnumner Concert Season

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture
for Rancho Murieta

Kick-off
Event

Sunday, May 19 - 3:00-5:00PM - RM Country Club

Thank You to Our
TITLE
SPONSOR

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.
KAREN HOBERG

Keeping the Arts Alive in Our Community!

é Enjoy local food vendors, wineries and music!

é Become an ETC member at the Kick-off and you will
be eligible for raffle prizes and more!

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL: Join by May 10th and get a
10% discount on any ticket purchased at the Kick-off!

security expenses without adjusting secu-
rity fees had endangered the district's
financial stability. The recommendation
urged the district to limit funding to a
level supported by resident fees (Measure
J taxes) and allocate all property taxes to
reserves.

Morris reported that the security budget
was trimmed by $250,000 in the 2023/24
fiscal year, resulting in only $50,000
in property taxes being necessary for
supplementation.

Furthermore, recent staff adjustments
reallocated administrative overhead pre-
viously assigned to security, eliminating
the need for property tax reliance. With
current staffing levels for patrol and gate
operations, the existing program oper-
ates with a surplus. However, a recent
wage increase negotiated by the secu-
rity employee union will surpass the 2%
increase in security taxes authorized by
Measure J in 1998.

“The district is now focused on how to
determine what level of security services
can be provided within available security
resources and is working with the Rancho
Murieta Association (RMA) to map out
security levels,” Morris said. *

Concert Tickets & Memberships

Everyone is Welcome!

Bring your checkbook or credit card to join.

Events open to Rancho Murieta residents, real property owners and
their guests, Rancho Murieta business owners and ETC Sponsors.

Membership Information: Joelle Maggio 951-544-0858
Sponsorship and Advertising Information: Debbie Pishek 916-835-5620

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Visit us at ETC-RM.org - Like US! §
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BY NORRIS BURKES

| sometimes receive emails from readers
telling me they love my columns so much
they read them to their Bible study group.

It’s a nice compliment, but on the other
hand, | work hard to make this column
about spirituality in everyday life, not just
Sunday school life.

I want it to appeal to those who are
unconnected or disconnected to church.
And because of that | encourage editors to
place me on the community pages or the
Living section and off the church page.

And please, keep me as far as possible
from the fashion pages. I’'m definitely not
a fashionable guy.

But if I was writing a fashion col-
umn, 1’d tell you about my trip last week
through the St. Louis airport where I saw
men of various ages dressed in, well,
I-don’t-know-what.

| saw a young man with trousers riding
low enough to qualify him for entrance
into the Plumbers Union. I saw old men
wearing pants high enough to double as
a face mask. And of course, more than
enough middle-aged men wearing sweat-
pants to accommodate their growing
bellies.

Religious Fashion
Not God’s Style

plane, where | sat across from a girl with
fingernails painted traffic-cone orange.
She was prewired to her phone and didn’t
notice me.

With so many fashion-challenged chil-
dren of God, airport crowds do make a
good segue. Cue Bible study.

That’s because the airport crowd
reminded me of the one Jesus likely
encountered as he walked
into a city looking to
recruit a Band of Brothers
who would change the

Unlike me, he had

“Come see for yourself,” he challenged.

Upon meeting Nathanial, Jesus quickly
pronounced, “Now, here’s the real deal.
Not a false bone in his body.”

Nat, not easily moved by flattery, asked,
“Where’d you get that idea? You don’t
know me.”

Nat was partially right. The two had
never been formally introduced, but Jesus
had observed Nathanial
on several occasions
where he sat under a fig
tree, deep in thought.

world. a keen eye for the It was obvious to
Like me, he was a peo- quality of the soul  Jesus that there was
ple-watcher, just not as - something different
smug as me. Go figure. over the quallty of the about Nat.
Unlike me, he had a fabric, the cut of a What was it?
keen eye for the quality , The best translation
of the soul over the qual- IMans character over of the scripture says
ity of the fabric, the cut of the cut of his shirt. that Nat was a man

a man’s character over the
cut of his shirt.

This is the Jesus used to quickly single
out an eager young recruit named Phillip
who followed him without so much as
blinking.

Exhilarated at being chosen, Phil found
his bud, Nathanial, and begged him to
come and meet the teacher from Nazareth.

“Nazareth?” Nat rightly exclaimed,

“without guile.” That

means he didn’t try to
hide who he was. He didn’t demonstrate
any pretense in his choice of clothing,
friends or mannerisms.

“Why not?” you ask.

Well, it’s not because he was intrinsi-
cally happy with who he was. He knew
he was not completely accessorized, so he
was willing to undertake a fearless inven-
tory of his soul closet.

about truly lacking something that made
him a prime candidate on the first-round
draft pick for a disciple.

In that moment, Nathanial discovered
the most profound truth of all: God is
always able to pick us out of the crowd.
But he sees us best when we lay aside our
pretense and all the religious fashion that
goes with it.

Next week, | return to regular program-
ming in the everyday life sections.

And, just to be clear, if this were a
fashion column, | surely wouldn’t be the
author.

*k*k

Readers: | return to Honduras next
month to help establish the 86th library for
Chispa Project. As of this date, the library
isn’t fully funded.

Can you help us reach our goal to create
six new libraries this year, reach 4,000+
more students and 200 teachers and buy
9,000 new books? Every $100 dona-
tion will provide library access to four
children.

Give online today at Chispaproject.
org/chaplain or make check to “Chispa
Project.” Send to 10556 Combie Rd. Suite
6643 Auburn, CA 95602. Email com-
ment@thechaplain.net or message at (843)

The fashion didn’t improve much on the

“You’ve got to be kidding.”

No, Phil wasn’t kidding.

And | think it was his self-awareness

608-9715. www.thechaplain.net. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

REMIER™
IDROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e NEW ROOFS
© ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission Kkit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (cal-scan)

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

Concrete

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts' programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of
the year-end! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous year-
end tax credit. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Advertise in your
local
community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Cable Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

Cars for Sale

2009 Mini Cooper S
Convertible Turbo
Fully Loaded $5,000.
(209) 598-3464

2014 Harley Davidson
Fat Boy. $15,000
(209) 598-3464

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping

Since 1994
Custom Concrete
«All Finishes «Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
*Slabse RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
eIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email:Elverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley  Financial ~ Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 866-675-2404  (ca-scan)

GARAGE SALE SATURDAY
AND SUNDAY
325 Palin Ave. Galt. Tools,
Harley Parts & Accessories,
Fishing Gear, Golf Equipment
& Lithography.

/?)
MPG

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to
monitor investment activities,
ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and
client guidelines. High School
Diploma, two years job related
experience and Computer
Skills, Proficient with MS Office
required. Salary $54,059 per
year. To apply, email resume
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

Home Improvement

Specializing In:

e Oil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

e Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
* Brakes

e Wheel Alignment

A

Elk Grove Blvd

\

Elk Groye BIvd - Florin Rd

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
e Brake &
Lamp Station

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
<Electrical *Plumbing
<Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board <Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
«Lighting «Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
<Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318
(916)287-6164

nocal

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

Advertise in
your local community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.

Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)
Visit:
mpg8.com

Jobs

Hardworking, tender-hearted,
Christian woman available for
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-283-1427

Junk Removal

MS Hauling
+Junk Removal
sGarage Cleanouts
sYard Debris
E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Landscaping

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation:
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services' power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

e ROOF REPAIR

e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

1premierroofing@gmail.com

Se Habla
Espanol

CELL 209.810.6233

v M e

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR
- OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
*DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

e - -
‘//-\
== : mm
%i‘j SACAAMENTO VALLEY

ROOFING & GUTTERS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

7.

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
-GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Tractor Work

Michael- 916-747-9667

sLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail sBushog
*Septic System Installation <Drilling *Foundations
*Post «Tree holes «Trenching ¢lrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

PAINTING
PRESSURE
WASHING

Interior / Exterior

PEBBTEREE
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

9216-257-9609

Bonded & Insured LickES3045

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

e Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019
wns) We accept Visa & | gp,
L Mastercard -

Advertise in your
local
community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.L.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

)
@ Since 1975

Lic.#302302
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CALL-A-PRO

DEB BRITTAN TEAM

jf IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

!Uf th(’rlfufr(, f[&j ad

(916)

932.6693;

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

" RANCHO
MURIETA
RESIDENTI

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-year
%

48

Minimum deposit  $10,000

1-year
%

3 7

Minimum deposit  $10,000

6-month
%

2.2 7

Minimum deposit $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet 06/01/2023.5sjtor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A

© 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALLRIGHTS RESERVED

|

health clul

“Fun, /[m'em@ and mfeﬁ'iom/' '
Erin Howard « 354-8677

7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 » Murieta Plaza

vERVALLEY TIMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

Itis the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. It is understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Timesis a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your
Insurance
Needs

FARMERS

INSURANCE

. License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333
JAREALTY WORLD®

CWInc.
RMHomesForSale.com

Lic# 01365643

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

TOWNz2r COUNTRY

916-214-1515

7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
(in The B?| Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC

Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999
Expanding from

Lodi to
Rancho Murieta

e Investment M anagement
e Tax Preparation

e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

« 38 Years Experience

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

‘WA Electric * Hot Water » Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

LC# 550110

jack@aztecsolar.com ®* www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

e (916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

» Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops * Hardwood Flooring

» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

* Paint « Plumbing ¢ Electrical

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 916 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 214319

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll!
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

25 Years Experience
RAMER CON: CIH:Z 'T'J’E"z’n;

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561%
www.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

e Independent Living ® Respite

e In Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

F Over 25
years
= experience

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law

TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE
& BUSINESS LAW

Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

i e
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

TREE TECH
ERVICES'

Serving the Green Industry

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair
A Tuvanance s Fwule gﬂﬂ’% Uhitren Lifetine

Hai . Teze.
% EXPRESSIONS % 5

685 5078

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove “4.
WWW. autobodyexpressmns Cco

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

DICK’S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Scuce 1956

New & Repaired 363-6554

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
o Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal : 914
California Home Loans. 417-2001

RM resident over 20 years! : NMLS# 1070092

WE SUPPORT

FIRST RESPONDERS
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Garden Club Awards Horticultural Scholarships

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The
epitome of why the River Valley
Garden Club works so hard on its
fundraisers was evident when the
group met at the RMA Building
on April 23.

The reasons manifested as
three horticultural students who
were being awarded $1,000
scholarships. Erin Harris and
Stephanie Estrada, students at
American River College (ARC),
along with Britney Carpenter
from Cosumnes River College
(CRC), attended the meeting
accompanied by enthusiastic
family members.

Margaret Watson Hopkins,
chair of this year’s scholarship
committee, took a moment to
acknowledge her team, compris-
ing Cathy Critz, Eileen Shepherd
and Karen Bengard, before intro-
ducing the scholarship recipients.

““1I’'m just tickled pink to be
able to present these scholar-
ships,” she said. “The main focus
of what we do is not only provide
beauty but to help others provide
beauty.”

The club funds its annual
scholarships and community
grants through the sale of raf-
fle tickets at each meeting and
by hosting plant sales during the
summer months, with the inaugu-
ral event being the May 11 plant
extravaganza.

Earlier this year, the club allo-
cated $500 community grants to
five organizations, including the

Murieta Trail Stewardship and
a gardening program catering to
youngsters at Pioneer Elementary
School in Somerset.

“Now we are giving out
three scholarships to students at
American River College to help
them further their students in hor-
ticulture, in landscape design, in
agriculture and research,” Watson
Hopkins told the audience.

Erin Harris

ARC student Harris
approached the podium first. Her
horticultural journey began when
the family relocated to a prop-
erty with ample land when her
three children, now aged 6, 8
and 10, were babies. Always pas-
sionate about gardening, Harris
embarked on transforming her
front yard, revamping the back-
yard and removing lifeless trees.
During the pandemic, she found
herself assisting friends with

Three horticulture stdents show off their $1,000 scholarship checks at the
April 23 meeting of the River Valley Garden Club. From left, they are Erin
Harris, Britney Carpenter and Stephanie Estrada. Photo by Gail Bullen

their landscape designs, initially
as a hobby.

The epiphany struck her while
pruning a tree branch from her
rooftop. "As I sawed away, I
thought | should do this as a liv-
ing. This brings me a lot of joy,”
she said.

Harris, with a background in
media communications, utilized
her skills in fundraising before
transitioning to full-time mother-
hood. Surprisingly, she had never
enrolled in a single class related
to plants.

When Harris embarked on the
ARC horticultural program, her
goal was to become a landscape
designer. Reflecting on her jour-
ney, she said, “I actually started
taking on clients and doing
design work.”

However, this path led her
to the realization she needed to
learn more about trees. Currently
pursuing certification as an

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

arborist, she acknowledges its
importance, especially as one of
her clients requires landscaping
around a diseased tree.

As Harris establishes her bur-
geoning design business and
certifies as an arborist, the timely
support from the garden club
scholarship holds profound sig-
nificance for her family.

"Recently, we received the
news that one of our children is
experiencing hearing loss," she
said.

With significant medical proce-
dures and rehabilitation looming
ahead, Harris told the member-
ship that she was thankful and
honored she had been selected
for a scholarship.

Britney Carpenter

When Carpenter was invited to
share a few words, she expressed
a blend of gratitude and ner-
vousness. Her fascination with
horticulture blossomed during
her three years at Green Acres,
coupled with invaluable guidance
from Professor Dave Andrews at
CRC.

In her scholarship application,
Carpenter outlined her ambi-
tion to pursue a transfer to a
four-year institution for post-as-
sociate degree completion. She
sees herself as a conscientious
landscape architect, prioritiz-
ing ecological sustainability and
water conservation.

Moreover, Carpenter envi-
sions contributing to community
enhancement by challenging
conventional landscaping norms.

j%ewﬁame

BUILDING SUPPLY

“Since 1949

“Landscapes can be more than
just the typical products found at
mainstream nurseries,” she said.
“Native drought-tolerant plans
can be just as beautiful when sus-
tainability is considered.”

Carlos Valez, manager of
Green Acres Nursery in Elk
Grove, commended Carpenter's
stellar work ethic in his letter of
recommendation. “Her exten-
sive plan knowledge is a resource
we use for the benefit of our cus-
tomers, and over the years, she
had taken a larger role in teach-
ing others the things she had
learned,” he said.

Stephanie Estrada

Despite growing up immersed
in the family garden and culti-
vating small crops, it wasn't until
enrolling at ARC in 2019 that
Estrada discovered her passion
for horticulture. When the pan-
demic disrupted her academic
pursuits, she temporarily shifted
gears, securing employment as a
painter.

However, a serious injury
prompted her return to ARC to
resume her studies.

With just a year left to com-
plete her associate degree,
Estrada remains undecided about
her future educational endeav-
ors, though she expresses a keen
interest in delving deeper into the
scientific aspects of agriculture.

“My goals are to graduate and
to have my own business and to
be able to teach others about how
amazing and important agricul-
ture 1s,” she said. *

(916)
455-3057

5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 838-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth

DO YGU KNOW
Lol b it

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have

« We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
e Competitive pricing

Paid Them Over

$130 Million Dollars

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.

e Variety of deck materials

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS

BY MAY 22ND FOR DISCOUNTED

PRE-SALE PRICING

e Local Steving family owned & operated

VA

/
4
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Flags Celebrating
2024 Graduates
Wave in RM Skies

For the fifth year in a row, beautifully screen-printed
banners are honoring the community’s 2024 high school
graduates. In the photo on the far left, three paired flags
are mounted on light standards along Murieta Parkway
across from the Rancho Murieta Association Building.
In the photo near left, a close-up shows the detail in the
flags for two seniors. The flags will remain aloft until the
end of May. Photos by Gail Bullen

GOLF SCORES

144 Players Golf Nine Holes
at ‘Margaritas and Mulligans’

Front-nine winning team of Terry Wilder-Unruh and Julie
Cosgrove (back row), Jacqueline Gray and Judy Benjamin
(front row)

By Nancy Clevenger

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Niner’s
Women'’s Golf Club recently held its Golf
Invitational at Rancho Murieta Country
Club (RMCCQ). A full field of 144 women
showed up for the event, representing 24
different clubs from around the Northern
California region, ready to play nine holes
of golf at the Rancho Murieta facility.

A perfect spring day added to the festiv-
ities set by the theme of “Margaritas and
Mulligans.” Both the front and back nine
holes of RMCC'’s North Course were filled
with players. The well-manicured fair-
ways and greens allowed for great shots

Group

and great scores by the ladies.

A Texas Scramble format was played,
with all players adding their best shot to
the stroke count on each hole. The low-
net score winning team on the front nine
of the North Course was a scalding 24,
shot by the team of Judy Benjamin, Julie
Cosgrove, Jacqueline Gray and Terry
Wilder-Unruh. The team consisting of
Dixie Gold, Carol Kennobbie, Sharon
Lawin and Denise Mascaro burned up the
back nine with a blazing score of 22.

The ladies began the day with a buffet
of assemble-your-own breakfast burri-
tos before hitting the links. The delicious
meal provided the nourishment needed,

Players warm up on the range prior to tee time in the perfect
spring weather. Photos courtesy of RMCC Niner Women's Golf

Committee Chair Andrea
Johnson with some of the 30
raffle baskets.

Co-Captain and Invitational
Chair Cathy Niley with
Captain Pamela O’Hern.

Back-nine winning team of Denise Mascaro, Sharon Lawin,

Carol Kennobbie and Dixie Gold.

especially for guests Shari Edwards and
Cindy Pederson, who landed their ball
closest to the pin on a designated par 3.
Edwards landed her ball 9 feet, 9 inches
from the cup on Hole 12 while Pederson
landed hers 11 feet, 5 inches from the pin
on Hole 2. RMCC member Patty Harris’
ball rolled to 17 feet, 9 inches from the
hole. Prizes were awarded to all of these
golfers.

At the luncheon of taco salad and mar-
garitas, Co-Captain and Invitational Chair
Cathy Niley announced the winners of the
over 30 raffle baskets, all of which were
donated by Niner members. Additionally,
Niley honored former Niner captain

Marie Dunajski, the player who has been
a member for the longest period of time,
having joined in 1998. Additionally, Sally
Montagne, 94, was honored for her contin-
ued golfing excellence.

The Niner Invitational is an annual
event hosted by members of the RMCC
Niner Women’s Golf Group. It is attended
by any member of Women’s Nine Hole
Golf Association of Northern California
(WNHGA).

Ladies who are golfing members of
RMCC have the opportunity to join this
casually competitive and friendly group
by contacting Pamela O’Hern at 209-598-
1160 or plogern@sbcglobal.net. *
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MEM3YRIAL DAY SALE
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All Upholstery
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SAVE 10 - 25% throughout the store!

Sale Ends June 2nd, 2024!
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Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm
Sat 10am - 6pm « Sun T1lam - 6pm

12125 Folsom Blvd.
Rancho Cordova

916-351-0227

www.naturwood.com

“Tell‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)
5th Generation, Naturwood Family

Largest Selection of

* PROUDLY %

MADEINTHEUSA

with U.S. & Imported Materials

Products




