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RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A dis-
crepancy between what it would
cost the Rancho Murieta Community
Service District to replace the com-
munity’s aging infrastructure in
today’s dollars and what it has in its
reserves to pay for it was highlighted
when the board met on May 15.

The alarming data revealing that
the current replacement cost would
be $191 million when the district has

only $12.5 million in reserves came
from two sources. The first was a
report from a consultant presenting
the draft “RMCSD 20 Year Capital
Improvement Planning Project.” The
second came from a Community
Service District administrator during
a later budget discussion about the
reserves. (See the separate story in
this issue about the proposed 2024/25
budget and rate increases.)

To complete the picture, another
consultant reviewed funding options
for major projects that ranged from

raising user rates to applying for low-
cost loans.

Capital improvement plan

Cami Jackson, a civil engineer with
Lumos & Associates in El Dorado
Hills, summarized the 20-year plan
outlining large capital projects and
their timelines and costs. It includes
seven lift and pump stations, the
water treatment and wastewater
buildings, six dams and 471,000 lin-
ear feet of sewer and water pipes.

Continued on page 4

Plant Sale Grows a Crowd in RMA Parking Lot

Jack, 5, and Brady, 2, show Dani Martel the Mother’s Day presents they just created for her. They were at the plant sale
presented by the River Valley Garden Club Plant in the RMA Building parking lot on May 11. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Billed as a “Plant Sale
Extravaganza,” the event
lived up to its name when
the River Valley Garden
Club opened for business
in the RMA Building park-
ing lot on May 11.

Garden Club President
Deb Rooney was

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

overwhelmed with the
response.

“It was more than we
could have imagined,” she
said. “I’m so appreciative
of the community and with
everyone in the club pitch-
ing in.”

Among the attendees
was Debrah Sharrington,
who praised the sale.

“Events like these are
part of the reason we
moved here,” Sharrington

said.

Two components of the
sale were directly tied to
Mother’s Day, which fell
the following day. Flower
arrangements filled two
folding tables, thanks to
the efforts of three club
members the night before.
Within an hour after the
sale began, half of the
arrangements were gone.

A children’s activ-
ity table provided

materials so that 25 earnest
youngsters could create a
Mother’s Day gift.

“It was so cute to watch
them decorate their pots,
pick out their plants, write
their mom’s name on the
card, and put on the stick-
ers,” Rooney said.

Although few, the raffle
prizes were so top-notch
that ticket sales were brisk.
The piéce de résistance

Continued on page 9
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CSD
Board
Considers
12% Rate
Increase

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - Unlike two years
ago, when a sizable pro-
test halted a proposed rate
increase by the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District (CSD),
this year’s budget process
has proceeded smoothly.

Only six residents filed
objections before this
year’s deadline, which was
the May 15 board meet-
ing. Additionally, no one
requested to speak during
the public hearings on the
proposed water, sewer, and
solid waste rates. Hearings
were not required for the
security and drainage taxes,
as these cannot increase by
more than 2% per year.

Although the board
won’t officially approve the
2024-25 budget until June
5, the directors addressed
the preliminaries that
included waiving a first
reading of the ordinance
and taking a budget pre-
sentation from Director of
Finance and Administration
Mark Matulich.

Following direction by
four board members at the
April meeting, Matulich
prepared a "balanced bud-
get" with approximately
$9.2 million in revenues.
Director Stephen Booth
preferred an alternative that
would have reduced the
proposed rate increase to
9.77% by using some prop-
erty taxes.

Under the proposed "bal-
anced" budget, the average
customer inside the gates
will see their user rates
increase by 12%, amount-
ing to an additional $29.36
per month. This bud-
get ensures that all funds,
including water, waste-
water, drainage, solid
waste and security, remain
solvent.

Additionally, it allows
for all $925,000 of the
anticipated property tax
revenue to be depos-
ited into the district’s
underfunded reserves,
which are used for the
repair and replacement of
infrastructure.

Matulich noted that fig-
ures for the “balanced
budget” were the same as
those he presented at the
April meeting with the
only difference being the
addition of a fourth patrol
position in security.

Continued on page 3
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CSD Consultant Questioned About Water Study

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District (CSD) Board
meeting on May 15 likely
provided a preview of the
upcoming May 30 town
hall on the Integrated
Water Master Plan
(IWMP).

During the meeting,
two directors and several
audience members raised
questions about the water
supply options proposed
by consultants. These
options aim to ensure the
community will have ade-
quate water to support
development over the next
20 years, considering the
impacts of climate change
and drought.

The options discussed
included converting Lake
Clementia into a potable
water reservoir, digging
wells and increasing the
use of recycled water to
offset potable water needs.
Previous extreme drought
scenarios also assumed a
30% conservation rate.

Another topic of dis-
cussion was a state law
requiring communities
such as Rancho Murieta
to have a backup water
supply, which it currently
lacks.

Background

Two engineers, Lisa
Maddaus and Dan Scalas,
are leading the Integrated
Water Master Plan
preparation.

Maddaus brings consid-
erable experience to the
study, as her California-
based firm has undertaken
numerous water studies,
and she has authored text-
books on the topic. She
also assisted in preparing
the district’s 2010 water
plan.

Scalas, from Adkins
Engineering in Klamath
Falls, Oregon, conducted
sonar surveys of the Calero
and Chesbro reservoirs,
revealing that both contain
less water than previously
estimated. Although Scalas
participated remotely in
both the April and May

meeting on May 15, drawn by a discussion on the Integrated Water Master Plan. Among those
addressing the board is Maryjane Fatigati. Photos by Gail Bullen

meetings, Maddaus pre-
sented their findings to the
board in person.

The Integrated Water
Master Plan is being devel-
oped in three phases: water
supply, water demand
and options. The first two
phases are already avail-
able in a story map format
on the district’s website.

In April, Maddaus pre-
sented the third phase’s
initial findings. She out-
lined various scenarios,
including converting Lake
Clementia into a drinking
water reservoir and dig-
ging wells, all based on the
assumption of increased
recycled water usage.

Maddaus said their anal-
ysis did not incorporate
water conservation mea-
sures to reduce water
demand, even though such
measures would be the
cheapest to implement and
are likely to be required by
state regulations.

May 15 meeting

Speaking at the May 15
meeting, Maddaus sought
feedback to develop the
story map for the third
phase of the study.

“We are into the phase
where we get to put
together the numbers
together with the sup-
plies and demands under
various demands,” she
said. “As you look at the
water balance, you can see
some options to bring up
the reliability in the abil-
ity to meet existing future
demands...Then, we will
come up with costs.”

Maddaus also reminded
the board that Rancho
Murieta currently lacks a
backup supply as mandated
by Senate Bill 552.

Board comments
Director Linda Butler

initiated the board discus-
sion by asking Maddaus
a question she didn't spe-
cifically answer: "If what
we have been presented is
not feasible, what are our
choices?"

President Tim Maybee
identified several issues.
The first concerned the
"shall" in SB 552.

"We need to consult
legal counsel for their
interpretation,” he said.
"The other issue is distin-
guishing between what is
practical today versus what
will be practical down the
road.”

Maybee said another
driving factor would be
a 2014 financing service
agreement (FSA) outlining
the district’s commitment
to the developers. Later in
the meeting, Maybee said
that it would likely face
lawsuits from developers
or a community member,
regardless of the district's
decision.

Maybee also questioned
whether groundwater
would be the answer. After
the 2010 Integrated Water
Master Plan was issued,
the district conducted
about five groundwater
inspections.

“They basically came
up with what Mr. Wheeler
stated would happen. The
board at that point stopped
it,” Maybee said.

Earlier in the meeting,
retired geology professor
Greg Wheeler read a letter
describing two geologi-
cal formations beneath the
community.

“Even if a suitable aqui-
fer can be found in this
area, the cost of drilling is
very high, the amount of
water will be very limited
and availability is regu-
lated by the state,” Wheeler
wrote. “I can’t imagine the

RETIRED COUPLE
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V.1.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
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WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073
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state approving anything
that would withdraw water
at the rate proposed.”

Maddaus said she would
need further clarification
about the earlier inspec-
tions noting that a 300-foot
test well in 2013 produced
groundwater and the dis-
trict was prepared to go to
bid. However, due to the
high costs of the bids, the
project was put on hold.

Maddaus recommended
that the district com-
mission an engineering
planning report as the next
step toward developing a
well.

Booth asked Maddaus to
confirm whether the com-
munity’s current water
system would support all
of the anticipated demand
in the absence of a drought.

Maddaus responded that
it would in an average
year under normal condi-
tions. She explained that
the consultants utilized
data from dry years, spe-
cifically 2021, 2022 and
2023, for their analysis.
However, in an extreme
drought, the current water
supply wouldn’t sustain
buildout without water
augmentation.

“You say in an extreme
drought but how do we
define the point where our
supply no longer provides
for the demand,” director
Stephen Booth asked her.

Maddaus said she hadn’t
calculated that point but
had the data to do so.

Booth also inquired
about wusing Lake
Clementia as a drink-
ing water source,
expressing skepticism
about its feasibility.

"In order to use
Clementia, we would have
to obtain permits, revise
our license, develop infra-
structure and probably

modify our plant to han-
dle the raw water from the
lake," he said.

Maddaus told Booth
that she would refer him to
the district’s water rights
expert for further details
regarding the permits and
licenses needed for utiliz-
ing Lake Clementia.

Booth expressed con-
cerns about the viability of
a groundwater well, noting
feedback from ranchers,
farmers, and landowners
around Rancho Murieta
indicating that the ground-
water isn’t sufficient
to meet their relatively
smaller demands.

Additionally, Booth
questioned the rationale
behind the increased use of
recycled water, particularly
with regard to a proposal
involving the country club
tapping raw water from the
river for irrigation instead
of utilizing all of the recy-
cled water produced by the
district.

Maddaus acknowledged
that many questions remain
unanswered.

“But it doesn’t mean we
can’t put together a good,
most feasible plan for you
at this time with the next
steps,” Maddaus said. “Our
job is to get you the best
numbers on supply and the
best numbers on demand,
and then give you the most
feasible options.”

Director Randy Jenco
queried Maddaus about
the changes since the 2010
water plan, which had
concluded that the commu-
nity would have sufficient
water.

Maddaus responded,
saying the 2010 board
had authorized the use
of Clementia as a water
source because it aligned
with the original master
plan for the community.
She added that the state
had provided different
guidance regarding drink-
ing water at that time.
Furthermore, the 2010 plan
had recommended aug-
menting the water supply
with wells, a strategy that
boards had initially pur-
sued but later abandoned.

Audience comments
During the audience

comments, seven attend-
ees yielded their time to
Janis Eckard, who high-
lighted what she perceived
as "inaccuracies" in the
study concerning water
demand, recycled water
and conservation.

Maybee asked that she
submit her list of ques-
tions to masterplan@
rmcsd.com so they could
be addressed at the town
hall. Eckard mentioned
that she had submitted a
similar set of questions in
March of the previous year
and had received an email
from Maybee stating that
he had directed staff not to
respond to her questions
except during meetings.

Another speaker was
Maryjane Fatigati, who
said, “The board will be
negligent in its duties if
this faulty and highly mis-
leading study is used as a
basis to move forward.”

Jay Hannum, identifying
himself as a water indus-
try contractor, expressed
gratitude to the board for
their efforts regarding the
water situation, noting that
they did not create the sit-
uation. Hannum suggested
another alternative could
be laying a pipe from the
Eldorado Irrigation District
or Folsom. He also men-
tioned that digging a well
would cost millions.

Toward the end of the
discussion, Maddaus reas-
sured everyone that she
was approaching the study
as if she lived in Rancho
Murieta.

She emphasized that the
consultants were striving
to provide the community
with options.

“We are really trying
not to leave you in a situ-
ation where you are forced
to shut off all of your irri-
gation,” Maddaus said.
“Other communities do
that. They are willing
to risk their landscapes
because of the costs...So
you have choices.”

The May 30 town hall
will be held at the Rancho
Murieta Country Club
and will begin at 6 p.m.
Questions can be submitted
before the meeting at mas-
terplan@rmcsd.com. %
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ETC Awards Grants to Support the Arts at Three Local Schools

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - Entertainment,
Theatre & Culture for
Rancho Murieta (ETC)
has awarded grants to sup-
port art programs at three
schools.

Entertainment, Theatre
& Culture philanthropy
chairman Stephanie
Stanislaus delivered
$1,000 checks on May 10
to Katherine L. Albiani
Middle School and on May
14 to Pleasant Grove High
School and Cosumnes
River Elementary.

At Katherine L. Albiani
Middle School, drama
teacher Michelle Campbell
gleefully accepted the
check as her colorfully
costumed students beamed
with approval.

She will use the funds to
help pay for costumes and
sets for their production
of “Beauty and the Beast
Junior.”

Gabriel Sandoval, the
drama teacher at PGHS,
will use the Entertainment,
Theatre & Culture
grant to help cover per-
forming rights and to
purchase microphones and

(ETC). Photos by Gail Bullen

As her drama students applaud, Katherine L. Albiani Middle School teacher
Michelle Campbell accepts a $1,000 check from Stephanie Stanislaus on May
10. Campbell will use the money for props and costumes. Stanislaus is the
philanthropy chair of the EntertainmentTheatre & Culture for Rancho Murieta

Kmdergartners sing and dance to “Come Eliza” as their
teacher watches.

costumes.

Beth Wathen, a kinder-
garten teacher at Cosumnes
River Elementary School,
plans to combine the
Entertainment, Theatre
& Culture funds with a
grant she recently obtained
to purchase a new Kiln

for the school. Principal
Mike Blomquist described
Wathen as the “artist in
residence” at the school.
Currently, Wathen has
her students work with
modeling clay until they
can get a kiln. “I love using
the kiln because the kids

can be creative, and what
they make lasts and doesn't
break," she said.

Before presenting the
check at each location,
Stanislaus explained the
Entertainment, Theatre
& Culture mission to the
students.

“Our goal is to keep the
arts alive in the commu-
nity,” she said.

Stanislaus emphasized
the importance of art in
schools.

“Art is really import-
ant because it teaches you
so many things,” she said.
“To me, the biggest thing
is when you have an art
class, you love coming to
class, even if you are sick.”

*

Cast members participate in a dress rehearsal for ‘Beauty and the Beast Junior,
which was presented at the middle school on May 10 and 11.

Pleasant Grove High School thespians look on as Stanislaus
presents a $1,000 check to substitute teacher Micaela Muro
Dimos and Principal Taigan Keplinger. They accepted the check
on behalf of drama teacher Gabriel Sandoval, who will use the

money for new stage equipment.

CSD Board Considers 12% Rate Increase

Continued from page 1

The written budget message pre-
pared by General Manager Mimi
Morris provided more details about
the security position, although she
wasn't able to attend the board
meeting.

Morris said the security fund is
expected to have a modest surplus of
$24,000 in the next fiscal year due to
two factors.

The most significant was the

recalibration of administrative over-
head, which resulted in a $387,000
decrease from the upcoming budget
compared to the fiscal year 2023/24.

Another factor was a decision “to
flatten out the security organization
chart by not replacing the security
director position and instead having a
lead gate officer and a patrol sergeant
manage day-to-day operations,” she
said.

The changes left enough room in

354-9339 |

20 minute drive from Fols.____'

El Dorado Hills

1,000,31,50

the budget to add a fourth full-time
patrol officer in the 2024/24 budget.

“It’s not quite 24/7 coverage, but it
is close,” Matulich told the board.

In other business:

e The board voted to transfer the
wooden bridge to the Rancho
Murieta Association after years of
difficulties in making it happen.

» Approved a contract with the union
that represents most of the district’s
employees. *

Utitities
5%

RANCHO MURIETA CSD
FY 2024-25 Proposed Budget
Expense Summary

A

Materials & Supplies

Salaries & Wages
53%

A Rancho Murieta Community Services District graph
shows the breakdown of $9.1 million in expenditures for the
proposed 2024/25 budget. Courtesy photo
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A community blood drive sponsored by the Rancho Murieta Women'’s Club attracted 73
participants to the Rancho Murieta Community Church on April 29. Vitalant, the local blood
bank, collected 58 whole blood donations and eight Power Red donations, each equivalent
to two donations, totaling 74 pints. In the right photo, Andy Reed donated O-negative blood,
which is negative for the CMV virus. Donors such as Reed are deemed “Heroes for Babies”
because their blood is considered the safest for premature and newborn babies. In the photo
above, the church's worship area was transformed into a donation center. Photos by Gail Bullen

RM Infrastructure Costs Far Exceed Reserves

Continued from page 1

Jackson said the majority
of pipe to be replaced over
the next 20 years is asbes-
tos cement pipe that was
installed between 1969 and
1988. She also provided
a chart listing the needed
improvements in five-year
intervals.

Jackson said the total
cost to replace the sewer
and water systems and to
rehabilitate the dams in the
current year would be $191
million. However, the total
cost to replace the system
at the end of its useful life
would be $255 million. To
meet this future cost, the
district should begin saving
$17 million a year. Jackson
indicated she calculated
this figure without consid-
ering the existing water
and sewer fund reserves.

Regarding the reserves,
Director of Finance of
Administration Mark
Matulich reported that the
district currently has $12.5
million in reserves. But
that figure will increase
under the proposed
2024/25 budget, which
would direct another $2.57
million into the reserves.
On the other hand, the staff
has recommended spend-
ing $3.6 million for capital
projects for the next fiscal
year, although the board
won’t make the final fund-
ing decision until the July
board meeting. The priority
projects include replac-
ing chlorine with bleach
at the treatment plants,
rehabilitating a sewer lift
station and making safety
improvements at the
Granlee’s Dam forebay.

Jackson said after the
district’s engagement of
her firm last fall, she col-
laborated with Plant
Operator Travis Bohannon
to conduct a multi-day field
investigation to produce
a summary of all of the
above and below-ground
water and sewer systems.
After working with staff to
develop installation dates,
they prepared an asset
inventory that identifies the
age and replacement costs
for district facilities at the
conclusion of their useful
life.

Jackson explained she
used a strictly age-based
approach for the anal-
ysis. The other option
would involve a qualitative
evaluation of the actual
condition of the facilities.

“The numbers you see
in your board packet can
seem imposing and rather
high. But | want to encour-
age everyone to consider
that this is just an age-
based approach,” she said.
“As we work with the dis-
trict to identify areas and
specific concerns where we
have frequent water main
breaks or sewer clogging
issues, we will be able to
refine the recommenda-
tions for improvement so
the cost of the plan may go
down.”

Jackson said that
Operations Director
Michael Fritschi recently
asked Lumos to add an
evaluation of the commu-
nity’s dams to the plan. She
explained that Lumos has
dam engineers in its Reno
office who evaluated last
winter’s inspection records
by the state Division of
Safety of Dams. Based
on the review, they put
together a list of recom-
mended maintenance
activities and rehabilita-
tion costs for her report.
However, she also recom-
mended a geotechnical
investigation, which could
uncover additional prob-
lems with the dams that
weren’t listed in her draft
report.

Jackson emphasized
the importance of the dis-
trict proactively addressing
the replacement cost of
Granlee’s Dam, which is
more than 100 years old
and exhibits a significant
transverse crack along with
a seepage issue.

"It's a critical component
of the potable water supply
system," she said. "None of
us want it to fail before we
are able to replace it."

Regarding Calero Dam,
Jackson noted recent indi-
cations of a significant
change in the seepage
emanating from the pump-
ing station. While it could
potentially be attributed to
a malfunctioning seepage

monitor, she recommended
conducting an evaluation
to ascertain the cause.

That prompted a ques-
tion from President Tim
Maybee.

“At any point during this
report is there going to be
a ray of sunshine for us,”
Maybee asked.

Jackson responded by
noting that there was a
"high chance" the costs
could decrease if they eval-
uated the condition of the
sewer and water systems
to determine if they could
extend their useful life
instead of solely relying on
the age-based approach.

Later in the meet-
ing, director Martin Pohl
asked whether a condition
assessment was in her cur-
rent scope of work. She
replied it wasn’t but said
Bohannon is “actively
performing condition
assessments on a couple
of key areas within the dis-
trict that he will be sharing
with us.”

Financing options

Following her initial
presentation, Jackson intro-
duced economic consultant
Catherine Hansford, say-
ing she would talk about
capital improvement costs
and how districts can man-
age them. Additionally,
Hansford will be tasked
with conducting a rate
study for the district later
this year.

In her rate studies,
Hansford examines reve-
nue requirements to ensure
that both the sewer and
water funds are self-suffi-
cient to cover operational
and maintenance costs.
She explained that rates
cover the rehabilitation
and replacement expenses
of projects to enhance
capacity for existing cus-
tomers, while connection
fees finance the expansion
of capacity in rehabili-
tated assets and new assets
intended to serve future
customers.

If rates and connection
fees fall short of fund-
ing essential infrastructure
repairs, Hansford said,
the district must consider
increasing rates and fees

e

—— -
Cami Jackson, a civil engineer with Lumos & Associates,

delivers the grim news about infrastructure costs. Photos by

Gail Bullen

infrastructure costs.

to finance the projects
directly, seek loans—most
likely from sources such
as the United States
Department of Agriculture
or the California State
Revolving Fund — pur-
sue grants and explore
the creation of alternative
financing mechanisms,
especially for projects that
primarily benefit a specific
subset of customers.

Director Linda Butler
expressed satisfaction
that a large audience (41
people) had attended the
meeting that night, though
nearly all were present for
the discussion about the
Integrated Water Master
Plan. (Refer to the separate
story in this issue about the
water discussion).

“We have been saying
for three or four years that
the infrastructure is falling
apart,” Butler said. “While
I am not happy about the
confirmation, it is helpful
to let ratepayers know we
are telling the truth.”

Director Randy Jenco
asked Hansford if she
would return with financ-
ing or a fee study to bring
the district up to par.
Hansford replied that she
would start by considering

Consultant Catherine Hanford explains options to finance

a scenario in which the dis-
trict would not take out a
loan, as it has never done
so before.

Jenco said that setting
aside $17 million a year for
replacement costs wasn’t
going to happen. “How
do you say, well, this is
good enough, and below
this, you’re in trouble,” he
asked her. “What’s the pro-
cess then?”

Hansford explained
that it would involve a
back-and-forth discus-
sion regarding the financial
implications.

"Then you narrow it
down to what is absolutely
critical within your system
that must be addressed,"
she said.

Inquiring about the
sequence of events if the
district pursues a loan from
the USDA, Pohl asked
whether the loan or a rate
increase would be initiated
first.

Hansford clarified that
the primary consider-
ation would be whether
the USDA water and
wastewater loan pro-
gram has received a
sufficient allocation from
the federal government.
“Then we would look at

incorporating the USDA
loan into the rate model
because they will require
you to have your rates in
place before they finalize
the loan,” she said.

Director Stephen Booth
inquired about utiliz-
ing a bond measure as a
financing tool. Hansford
responded that a bond
would incur "considerably
higher costs" compared to
a loan.

She said that obtain-
ing a loan from the state's
revolving fund would be
the most cost-effective
option.

The summary by Lumos
and Hansford's PowerPoint
presentation are avail-
able in the packet for the
May 15 board meeting,
accessible on the district's
website.

Prior studies

The district had previ-
ously commissioned two
reserve studies by Reserve
Associates. The most
recent one, conducted in
2021, estimated that the
district had only 30% of
the reserves necessary
to complete repairs in a
timely manner for all cost
centers, including admin-
istration, water, sewer,
drainage, and security, but
not solid waste. According
to the same report, the dis-
trict required $10.8 million
to fully fund water reserves
and $10 million for sewer
reserves.

While the Lumos con-
sultant did not delineate
replacement costs by
sewer, water, or dams in
her draft report, the esti-
mated costs would be
astronomically higher than
those outlined in the 2021
reserve study.

Comments made at
the 2021 board meet-
ing indicated that Reserve
Associates had also
conducted a more lim-
ited reserve study for
the Community Service
District in 2016. However,
this study sat on a shelf
unused.

Additionally, previous
boards did not adhere to a
reserve study policy that
was adopted in 2012. %
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0 YOU KNOW
THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have
Paid Them Over

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most

experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.

j%ewﬂfame

BUILDING SUPPLY

“Since 1949”

5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

(916)
455-3057

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

A

6.75%

Initial APR.

Member

FDIC

NMLSR 1D 479256

o g |wmmunities fo -
. our local Fover :
ingd e —— 65 yﬁars

OME EQUIT

Line of Credit Loan

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA - 7185 Murieta Drive ¢ 916-354-2661
ELK GROVE ¢ 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. » 916-685-3936
SHELDON ¢ 8973 Grant Line Road * 916-686-0200

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of
the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin.
The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The
current APR for repayment period is 8.00%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction
consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV)
of 70% including the new HELOC and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must
be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line
of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal. Property insurance is required and
flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early
closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on
the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit
Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

5 Year FIXED RATE
CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:

v/ FIXED RATE for 5 Years

v Local Processing & Servicing

v No Closing Costs on
Qualifying Transactions

v Flexibility and Convenience

v/ Have Funds Avadilable for Current
and Future Needs

v/ Home Improvement, Debt
Consolidation, College Tuition

v Interest May be Tax Deductible

(Please consult your tax advisor)

2 BL DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 years

Habla ooos,

Espariol LENDER
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Scout Troop Slates Retirement
Ceremony on Memorial Day
Scout Troop 633 will retire worn and
tattered U.S. flags on Memorial Day on
Monday, May 27 in a ceremony at Lake
Calero beginning at 6 p.m.

A bagpiper will participate. Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Murieta sponsors the
troop, which has conducted a flag cere-
mony for 17 years

Memorial Day Observance
in Wilton

Join us once again Monday, May 27 at
the Wilton Community Center for Wilton's
29th Observance of Memorial Day.

Doors open at 9:30 a.m .with the pro-
gram beginning at 10.

Along with traditional proceedings, the
Wilton History Group will be presenting
its Military Display.

Wilton Firefighters' Association will
also be serving a hot dog lunch for a nom-
inal fee.

For more information, please call (916)
712-2666.

ETC to Offer Scholarship
Essay Contest

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture for
Rancho Murieta (ETC) is sponsoring its
annual essay contest for graduating high
school seniors who live in Rancho Murieta
North or South.

The winner will be awarded a $2,000
scholarship, which will go directly to
the college or trade school she or he will
attend in the fall of 2024 or spring of 2025
for application toward tuition and fees.

Essays must address one of three
questions:

1. How have Technology, Artificial
Intelligence and Social Media influenced
the arts for the better or for the worse?

2. What is it about the arts that sets your
soul on fire?

3. How do the arts (dance, music, visual
art, theater) and cultural events improve
our society?

Essays must be 550 to 600 words in
length and entries must be postmarked
by May 30. The contest winner will be
announced on July 27 at Lake Clementia

amphitheater prior to the concert.

The application form with contest
rules is available at the Rancho Murieta
Association Building or by request at
stephslaus2@ranchomurieta.org.

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture is a
nonprofit organization of volunteers that
provides entertainment events for the
Rancho Murieta community.

In addition to giving back to the
Rancho Murieta community through
the Entertainment, Theatre & Culture
Essay Contest Scholarship Program,
Entertainment, Theatre & Culture has con-
tributed to numerous community causes
including Cosumnes River Little League
and Summerfest.

For more information about the schol-
arship program or other Entertainment,
Theatre & Culture philanthropic efforts,
contact Stephanie Stanislaus, philanthropy
chair at 916-354-0901.

Horse Expo June 7-9
at Equestrian Center

The Murieta Equestrian Center will host
the annual Western States Horse Expo on
June 7 through June 9.

Celebrate the horse with top clinicians,
world-class special events and tons of
shopping.

Buy tickets at www.horsexpo.com. A
single day ticket is $30 and a three-day
ticket is $70.

Family Movie Night
in Rancho Murieta

The Family Movie Nights Series will
be held at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church at 14673 Cantova Way in Rancho
Murieta.

Mark your calendars for Fridays, May
31, June 28 and July 26. Doors open at
5:15 p.m. Delicious food will be served
beginning at 5:30 p.m., so there’s no need
to rush dinner.

The movie magic begins at 6 p.m. Kids
are welcome to wear pajamas and bring
snuggle essentials. This is a family affair,
so no drop-offs.

Although it is free, tickets are required.
Sign up on Eventbrite AT tinyurl.
com/4spzywmp. The sponsors are the

church,

The Grove Youth Ministry, the Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Murieta, Entertainment,
Theatre & Culture for Rancho Murieta
(ETC), and Knights of Columbus.

CSD Board to Meet
Two Weeks Early in June
The next monthly meeting of the
Rancho Murieta Community Services
District Board is slated at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 5.
The date is two weeks earlier than

usual,and the time is an hour earlier than
usual.

Caregiver Support Group
to Meet June 6
The monthly meeting of the Rancho
Murieta Caregiver Support Group is the
first Wednesday of the month from 2:30 to
3:30 p.m. at the RMA Building.
Confidentiality is respected. The next
meeting is June 6.
For more information,

call Nan

Parquette at 916-354-2281. *

Don’t Trust the RMA

Editor’s note: Letters to the editor rep-
resent the opinions of their writers. They
do not represent the views of the River
Valley Times or its staff, and their pub-
lication is not an endorsement of their
content.

Editor:

My wife and | were recently shocked
by the fraud and favoritism shown by the
RMA’s Architectural Review Committee
(ARC).

We asked ARC approval to build a
40-foot privacy screen using white vinyl
lattice. They said that “white vinyl was
not an approved product” and we were
required to use redwood lattice which
we did. They also recommended clear
coat. We spent $700 to paint the lattice
white because (1) we asked for white (2)
clear coat was a recommendation (3) the
CC&Rs (Article 1V, Section 2i) require
lattice to be in the color family of the
structure (our house is white) and (4) most
RM residents have lattice painted to match
their house.

Our neighbor had the ARC staff issue
his good friend a fraudulent stop work
order (SWO) because he didn’t want the
lattice painted white. The staff lied in the
SWO by saying we were required to use

clear coat then lied again by stating “the
painting of the lattice is in violation of the
CC&Rs ...” (later the board chair com-
mitted fraud in his letter when he changed
“white vinyl” to “white material” to cover
redwood).

We appealed the fraudulent SWO to
the RMA general manager, the ARC and
the RMA Board. The ARC required us
to waste the $700 white paint job which
matched our house and repaint the lat-
tice gray to match our trim. At the board
appeal, we planned on discussing the
issues with the staff in front of the board.
They excluded the staff, asked no ques-
tions, and upheld the ARC order. In six
months, not one RMA representative in
the entire organization would look us in
the eye and talk about staff fraud.

Many residents have negative views
of ARC staff as self-important and
non-helpful which results in their mak-
ing improvements without asking for the
CC&R required approval. As an example,
ARC prohibits use of white vinyl lattice.
This lattice has been used in the past and
presently (white and painted) all over RM
North.

The behavior of the RMA defeats the
purpose of the CC&Rs.

— Wendell Coon

ROBE

Robert (Bob) Irelan 87, passed
away peacefully on April 28, 2024, after a
courageous battle with cancer. His son

his side. He was preceded in

Jr., and his Grandson Dylan.

University of Maryland, graduating
1960 with a degree in Journalism.

Set up by a college buddy, Bob met his

beloved wife Barbara, on a blind date.
They had two sons, Bob Jr., and Jon.
They shared nearly 50 years of marriage
before her passing in 2008.
Their love story was one of true
partnership, companionship, and
unwavering devotion. Following 10 years
in journalism, writing, and editing for
newspapers and magazines, including
stints at The Wall Street Journal and
Nation’s Business ~ magazine in
Washington DC, Bob spent

32 years in public relations
Fortune 500 family of companies.
retirement, he taught public

for

and University of California, Davis. The

several short stories.
member of Northern California
Publishers and  Authors.

multiple newspapers

Jon and daughter-in-law Melissa were by

death by his father and mother,
Charles and Julia Irelan, his brother,
Charles, his wife Barbara, his son Bob

Bob was
born in Takoma Park, Maryland on March
10, 1937, and lived in Maryland for the
first 31 years of his life. He attended the
in

storytelling by authoring two novels after
the age of 80 as well as publishing
He was a proud

Bob was
always reading a new book along with

RT (BOB) IRELAN @ 3/10/1937 — 4/28/2024

”4

e

and magazines. He was constantly

a cutting out articles of interest for his
In his

relations
classes at the University of the Pacific

family to read, saving them for when he
saw them, or sending them through the
mail.  Though maybe not fully
appreciated at the time, his children

Sacramento Public Relations  and grandchildren were better off from
Association honored him with its “Lifetime  this thoughtful gesture. In 1998 Bob
Achievement ~ Award” in  2005. Bob and Barbara retired to peaceful Rancho
continued his talent for writing and Murieta, CA. Their shared love for golf

and the community made it the perfect
place to settle down. They cherished
the lasting friendships they formed over
the years.

Bob had a special place in his heart
for Maui, where he and Barbara
enjoyed many vacations.

The beauty of the island, the pristine golf
courses, and the serenity of the ocean
provided them with many happy memories.
Bob loved animals, especially his two beloved
cats Jocko and Bai who brought him joy and
companionship. He also loved spoiling Jon
and Melissa’s various Golden Retrievers over
the years (Dylan, Santana, Jagger, Marley,
and Bowie) who enjoyed head scratches and
cookies from Grandpa. A lover of nature and
family traditions, Bob enjoyed spending time
at the family cabin in Calaveras County. He
was intensely interested in politics and wildlife
protection. He enjoyed good food, books,
dominos, movies, concerts, and live theater.
In recent years, he often shared these
interests with his dear friend, Judith Embree.

> MEMORIAL

A die-hard Chicago Bears fan, Bob was
a passionate and loyal supporter of his
team through thick and thin. He reveled in
the excitement of game day, cheering on
his beloved Bears with unwavering
enthusiasm and dedication. He fuffilled a
lifelong dream of traveling to Chicago and
seeing them play at Soldier Field in 2022.
Throughout his life, Bob was very proud of
his family, and provided them with his
unwavering  support, guidance, and
unconditional love. His presence in their
lives was a gift beyond measure, and his
memory will forever be etched in their
hearts. For most of the past 4 years

Bob lived with the challenges of cancer
and he did so with grace. He wanted all to
know that he loved his life, his family, and
his many friends, and he was at peace.

He is survived by his son Jon, his
daughter-in-law Melissa, his Godson Jack,
six grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. The family would like to
thank the kind and professional staff at
Carlon Senior Living in Sacramento, which
he called home for the past 6 months. We
would also like to extend our most
heartfelt gratitude to UC Davis Oncology
and UC Davis Hospice for the kind and
compassionate care that they provided. A
Celebration of Life will be held at a later
day to honor Bob’s memory, share stories,
and reminisce on the joy and love he
brought to all who knew him. Details for
the celebration will be shared with family,
friends, and community members in the
coming weeks.

In lieu of flowers, the family request that
donations be made to Northern Light
School www.northernlightschool or a local
animal shelter in honor of Bob’s passion
for education and love of animals.

Find Back Issues at

TheRiverVallevTimes.com
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BY NORRIS BURKES

“First, I’m curious as to what kind of
church you are running up there?” asked a
caller to my church office.

His was the kind of question I get lately
since returning to the pastor role.

Most often, callers are like the young
mother of three who told me, “I have three
churches I’m considering attending, but
first ’'m asking the pastors to answer some
questions.”

She squashed that ordinal number
“FIRST,” as if drawing a line in the theo-
logical sand.

“FIRST, does your church teach
tithing?”

I assumed she knew most churches
encourage donations, but not wanting to
scare her off, I was slow to answer. Was
she looking for a discount? Or was she
searching for a rich church?

Some people call the church directly
and others find me through my local col-
umn. Readers usually leave a voicemail,

But First, Answer Me This

graciously giving me time to formulate an
answer.

| played back a message from a man
last week wanting to know how he could
donate to Chispa Project. | returned the
call, excited to tell him about my upcom-
ing trip to Honduras, but he too began
with a question.

FIRST, “I want to know if angels are
able to speak to us.”

His challenging question made me
want to ask, “Can | call a friend? Or ask
the audience?” Maybe | should have said,
“Yes. The angels are telling you to donate
to Chispa Project at Chispaproject.org/
chaplain.”

Another man saw that | had a woman
scheduled to preach while | was away.

“FIRST of all, should women really be
allowed to preach in church?”

I knew he was referring to 1 Timothy
2:12: “I do not permit a woman to teach or
to assume authority over a man; she must
be quiet” (NIV).

Since | assumed he knew | invited the
guest pastor, his question seemed more
challenging than inquisitory, intoned much
like the political questions I get.

“You must FIRST believe that abortion
is wrong,” suggested a Pro-life advocate.

“Isn’t God against homosexuality?” was
the message left in a weathered tone. “God
FIRST made man and then made woman.”

“We need to FIRST return prayer to
the schools,” said one visitor who dared
attend without first checking my political
pedigree.

“God is on the side of Israel! Shouldn’t
we all be calling for the destruction of
Hamas?” asked one local pastor.

I know that many books have been
written about all of these issues by good
Christians on both sides. | know sincere
believers can disagree about things.

But I try to discourage those seeking
a binary faith of yes-and-no answers by
sharing first the words from The Message
in Matthew 22:36-40.

“When asked what was the FIRST and
most important of all of God's laws, Jesus
said, Love the Lord your God with all
your passion and prayer and intelligence.’
This is the most important, the first on any
list.

“But there is a second to set along-
side it: 'Love others as well as you love
yourself.” These two commands are pegs;
everything in God’s Law and the Prophets
hangs from them.”

I know I didn’t answer most of my

callers as they would have hoped. But per-
haps once I’ve mastered Jesus’ list, I'll
have better responses to their questions.

Finally, my best call began last week,
with “FIRST, | think your new picture
makes you look like Jean-Luc Picard.”

Of course, as a Trek fan, | knew he was
referring to Patrick Stewart, the fictional
captain of the USS Enterprise-D in “Star
Trek: The Next Generation.”

I felt a bit affronted as Stewart is totally
bald. I’m not — yet.

Should I allow this caller to make the
final cut for our church membership? Stay
tuned.

*k*k

Readers: | return to Honduras next
month to help establish the 86th library
for Chispa Project. Honestly, we'll need
some big last-minute donations to fully
fund this library.

Give online today at Chispaproject.
org/chaplain or make check to “Chispa
Project.” Send to 10556 Combie Rd. Suite
6643 Auburn, CA 95602.

Email comment@thechaplain.net or
message at (843) 608-9715. www.thecha-
plain.net. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (cal-scan)

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

Concrete

Autos for Sale

2000 Audi TT has 59,000
miles & in good condition.
Asking price $11,500.00 and
willing to negotiate. Call 209-
712-1359 with a serious and
reasonable offer.

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.
Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.
Tear out/

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley  Financial ~ Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 866-675-2404  (ca-scan)

Help Wanted

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to

Specializing In:

e 0il Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

e Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
® Brakes

e Wheel Alignment

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
* Brake &
Lamp Station

Se Habla
Espanol

REMIER™
PROOF[NG INC.

LIC# 1097848
e ROOF REPAIR o NEW ROOFS
© ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

Lo 7
g s> ==

“we] SACRAMENTO VALLEY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Replace Tractor work.

monitor investment activities,

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

For Sale 53’ Semi Trailer Ex-
cellent Condition. Asking 60k
OBO. Call - (916) 952-9689

Lic. # 778034

Written estimates.

916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE

Advertise in your
local
community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts' programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida répida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a

All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
«All Finishes «Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
*Slabse RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
sIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email Elverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of
the year-end! Donate your car, e

truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous year-
end tax credit. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

ur

Support

Military

ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and
client guidelines. High School
Diploma, two years job related
experience and Computer
Skills, Proficient with MS Office
required. Salary $54,059 per
year. To apply, email resume
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

A

[Elk Grove Bivd |

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical *Plumbing
<Fencing <Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
-Lighting *Concrete
Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318
(916)287-6164

nocal

Beautiful Waterproof Vinyl &
Laminate Flooring Installa-
tion. All Materials In Stock! 36
Years Experience! License
#1023377. Call Josip for Free
Estimate! (916) 215-7558

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

»

™ WE SUPPORT
” FIRST RESPONDERS ME¢G

P

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.

Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)
Visit:
mpg8.com

Hardworking, tender-hearted,
Christian woman available for
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-283-1427

Junk Removal

MS Hauling
+Junk Removal
«Garage Cleanouts
sYard Debris
E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Landscaping

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services' power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR

* GUTTER

REMOVAL

& INSTALL
-GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD

- OVERLAY ROOF & INSTALL
INSTALL * DOWNSPOUTS
*DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
*SEAMLESS - CUSTOM
GUTTER INSTALL COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
z Z DIRT WORK
(@I
*Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
eLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail sBushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post «Tree holes «Trenching «lrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667 Bill- 916-869-1019

PROB, | |Advertise in your
eo o local
community
newspaper

PAINTING
PRESSURE
WASHING

Interior / Exterior

PEBBTEREE
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

9216-257-9609

Bonded & Insured LickES3045

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generafions of Quality Painters
#908019
ws) We accept Visa & | g
yrsa Mastercard |

Call (916) 773-1111

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.L.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

Since 1975

¢
BBB
L Lic.#302302

Find Back Issues at

TheRiverVallevTimes.com
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DEB BRITTAN TEAM

jf IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

!Uf th(’rlfufr(, f[&j ad

(916)

932.6693;

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

" RANCHO
MURIETA
RESIDENTI

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-year
%

48

Minimum deposit  $10,000

1-year
%

3 7

Minimum deposit  $10,000

6-month
%

2.2 7

Minimum deposit $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet 06/01/2023.5sjtor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A

© 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALLRIGHTS RESERVED

|

health clul

“Fun, /[m'em@ and mfeﬁ'iom/' '
Erin Howard « 354-8677

7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 » Murieta Plaza

vERVALLEY TIMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

Itis the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. It is understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Timesis a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your
Insurance
Needs

FARMERS

INSURANCE

. License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333
JAREALTY WORLD®

CWInc.
RMHomesForSale.com

Lic# 01365643

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

TOWNz2r COUNTRY

916-214-1515

7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
(in The B?| Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC

Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999
Expanding from

Lodi to
Rancho Murieta

e Investment M anagement
e Tax Preparation

e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

« 38 Years Experience

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

‘WA Electric * Hot Water » Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

LC# 550110

jack@aztecsolar.com ®* www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

e (916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

» Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops * Hardwood Flooring

» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

* Paint « Plumbing ¢ Electrical

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 916 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 214319

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll!
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

25 Years Experience
RAMER CON: CIH:Z 'T'J’E"z’n;

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561%
www.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

e Independent Living ® Respite

e In Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

F Over 25
years
= experience

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law

TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE
& BUSINESS LAW

Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

i e
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

TREE TECH
ERVICES'

Serving the Green Industry

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair
A Tuvanance s Fwule gﬂﬂ’% Uhitren Lifetine

Hai . Teze.
% EXPRESSIONS % 5

685 5078

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove “4.
WWW. autobodyexpressmns Cco

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

DICK’S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Scuce 1956

New & Repaired 363-6554

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
o Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal : 914
California Home Loans. 417-2001

RM resident over 20 years! : NMLS# 1070092

WE SUPPORT

FIRST RESPONDERS

11

PR .
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A garden cart brimming with gardening supplies is one of the raffle prizes at the “Plant Sale
Extravaganza.” Photos by Gail Bullen

L

Attendees browse tables with plants that garden club members began growing in February.

Charlotte Nunez, 4, shows off the flower arrangement she picked out by herself. From left are
other family members - Jared, Jessica, baby Madelyn and Jackson Nunez.

\

Plant Sale Grows a Crowd in RMA Parking Lot

Continued from page 1

was a donated garden
bench planted with succu-
lents by Peggy and Steve
DeMello.

Another prize, a gar-
den cart donated by Ace
Hardware, was filled with
gardening supplies donated
by the club. Also in the
drawing were a Japanese
Maple, a Cara Cara orange
tree and a combination of
a framed print and a wine
holder complete with a bot-
tle of wine.

Speaking of wine, the

garden club also held a
first-time silent auction of a
half dozen bottles donated
by two wineries.

Among the visitors seek-
ing advice from one of two
master gardeners on site
was Lynn Erpelding, who
appreciated the guidance
about her ailing hydrangea.

“This sale is amazing,”
she said. “I’m only sad that
I didn’t get here at 9 a.m.”

The plant sale featured
five tables of plants prop-
agated by garden club
members. Rooney said
they began growing herbs,

tomatoes and other vege-
tables in February. More
mature plants comple-
mented the garden art
displayed in another sec-
tion of the sale.

Donations from com-
mercial enterprises
included a variety from
Green Acres Nursery
and a table full of succu-
lents from Sturtz Ranch in
Sloughhouse.

“But everything else was
either propagated by the
club, friends of the club
or donated by the commu-
nity,” Rooney said.

Attendee Casey Ursery
said the timing couldn’t
have been better.

“We just moved in last
week and a lot of our
plants died,” Ursery said.
“This will help us rebuild.”

A week before the sale,
club members converged
on the home of Vice-
President Nancy Compton
for a planting party,
Rooney said.

“We perked up some
plants, repotted some
plants, filled empty pots
with plants and just had a
really fun time doing it,”

A donated garden bench planted with succulents is a unique

raffle prize.

Rooney said.

There were so many
plants that they overflowed
Compton’s backyard and
house, making cooking
impossible.

“That’s the wonder-
ful thing about the garden
club. Everyone pitches in
and does what they can and
it turns out wonderfully,”
Rooney said. %

ACRAMENTO COUNTY FAIR

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS

BY MAY 22ND FOR DISCOUNTED
PRE-SALE PRICING

4

/
4
7
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Rain Dampens Wildfire

Education Qutreach

Although welcomed during
wildfire season, heavy rain
was a damper when Wildfire
Community Preparedness
Day was held in front of
the Tractor Supply Store
on May 4. The Rancho
Murieta Regional Fire Safe
Council sponsored the
educational event that aims
to raise awareness about
wildfire safety. In the right
photo, Sacramento County
Supervisor Sue Frost, on the
right, is among the visitors
who stopped by the Fire

Safe Council table where Eric and Karen Hoberg were stationed. In the
photo above, waiting for the public at another table were forester Phyllis
Banducci, on left, supervising a local fuel reduction project being funded
by a $4.5 million CAL FIRE grant and Brenna Howell, who coordinates
the Sacramento County Fire Safe Council. The on-duty crew from the
Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District Station 59 also participated in the

event. Photos by Gail Bullen
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GOLF SCORES

Niners Play ‘How
Low Can You Go?’

By Nancy Clevenger

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The Rancho Murieta
Country Club (RMCCQC)
Niner Women’s Golf
Group recently held its
monthly Charm and Putt
competition.

The women played nine
holes of golf and vied
for the lowest net score
and the fewest putts. The
delightful spring weather
and excellent course con-
ditions allowed for very
enjoyable golf.

In addition to the
friendly competi-
tion, Captain Pamela
O’Hern held the monthly
meeting. During this

meeting, the success
of last month’s Niner
Invitational, “Margaritas
and Mulligans,” was
shared. It was deemed a
most successful invita-
tional, fielding 144 golfers
from throughout Northern
California. Nine holes on
both the front and back of
Rancho Murieta Country
Club’s North course were
utilized for this highly
popular event. A delicious
breakfast and lunch were
served to the entrants.
Invitational Chair Cathy
Niley congratulated her
committees for their
success.

Handicap Chair Barbara
Armstrong announced the

Pictured are Charm winner Chris Pasek, left, and Putt winner
Audrey Langstroth. Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta Country
Club Niner Women's Golf Group

player whose golf handicap
improved the most during
April.

That player was Patty
Harris, whose handicap
improvement factor was a
full point moving down-
ward. Patty’s hard work
paid off.

As the meeting contin-
ued, Tournament Chair Lili
DuVal announced the best
scores in the day’s Charm
and Putt competition.
Immediate past Captain

Chris Pasek shot a net 30
to capture the Charm win,
having played an amaz-
ing round of golf. Putting
the ball only 13 times
on the nine greens was
newest member Audrey
Langstroth.

Rancho Murieta Country
Club members interested
in joining the group can
call or text captain Pamela
O’Hern at 209-598-1160 or
email plohern@sbcglobal.
net. *

One Dead in Wreck
Near South Gate

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - One driver died and two
otherswere injured in a three-vehi-
cle collision on Jackson Highway
between the South Gate and the
Cosumnes River at about 4:27
pm. May 14. Traffic was snarled
forhours.

California Highway Patrol
Officer Trent Senter reported that
the crash occurred when an Acura
RDX traveling westbound veered
into the eastbound lane. It collided
with an oncoming Toyota Corolla
and then deflected into a head-on
collision with a Toyota Tacoma
pickup, which was directly behind
the Corolla.

The Acura driver sustained fatal
injuries, while the Corolla and the
Tacoma drivers suffered minor to

modkerate injuries.

Senter reported that a 56-year-
old man from West Sacramento
was driving the Acura, a 41-year-
old man from Pioneer was driving
the Corolla and a 25-year-old man
from Sutter Creek was driving the
Tacoma.

The Sacramento County
Coroner’s Office identified the fatal-
ity as Erik Casey Moris.

“Alcohol impaimment is believed
to be a factor in this collision,”
Senter said.

The eastbound lane of
Jackson Highway was
blocked for approxi-
mately three hours while
CHP officers conducted an
investigation and cleanup
crews cleared the road-
way. The South Gate
entrance was also blocked
for some time, according to
Nextdoor posts. *
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MEM3YRIAL DAY SALE
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EVERYTHING i1s oN SALE!”

270459

All Upholstery

SAVE 10 - 25% throughout the store!

S K QR 4

Sale Ends June 2nd, 2024

=D

All Youth
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All Dmng =

1II [l

All Entertainment

948765
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Mon - Fri 10am — 6pm
Sat 10am - 6pm « Sun 11am - 6pm

N G S

“Tell'em Brooklynn sent you!”

12125 Folsom Blvd.
Rancho Cordova

916-351-0227

www.naturwood.com

5th Genera

rwood Family

Largest Selection of

* PROUDLY »

MADEmNTHEUSA

with U.S. & Imported Materials

Products

‘10% savings applies to all Regular Price items except Serta Premium Mattresses. 11-25% savings refer to items already discounted with “Clearance” and “Special Buy” tags. See store for separate Serta Premium Mattress
Memorial Day Savings Event. Allow time for delivery on some items. Colors are approximate. Sale ends 6/2/24.




