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CELEBRATE 
CITY EVENT 
GETS AN A+

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, 
CA (MPG) - During the 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
budget  hearings,  the 
S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Board of Supervisors 
approved $3,000,000 
in funding, budgeted 
in the Neighborhood 
Revi ta l iza t ion  Fund, 
for  a  Neighborhood 
Improvement Initiative. 

The  Ne ighborhood 
Improvement Initiative 
aims to target the elim-
ination of blight and 
enhance public spaces 
through investments in 
projects improving safety 
and livability in under-
served areas of the county, 
with a specific focus on 
Environmental Justice 
communities, commercial 
corridors and areas adja-
cent to vacant or blighted 
properties.

“ I  a m  e x t r e m e l y 
proud of this invest-
ment,” said Third District 
Supervisor Rich Desmond. 
“ T h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Improvement Initiative is 
funding projects that are 
really important to many 
of our communities and 
are crucial to their identity, 
pride and sense of place.”

Said County Board of 
Supervisors Chair and 
Second District Supervisor 
Patrick Kennedy, “This 
initiative really reflects 
our support of the diverse 
needs in the county. We’re 
not just revitalizing spaces; 
we’re improving safety, 
connections and dignity in 
our communities.”

The County Board 
of Supervisors directed 
the Office of Economic 
Development to con-
duct extensive outreach to 
develop a comprehensive 
list of potential projects 
for the Neighborhood 
Improvement Initiative. 
Dur ing  summer  and 
fall 2023, the Office of 
Economic Development, 
wi th  the  superv iso-
rial district offices and 
coun ty  Depa r tmen t s 
of Transportation and 
Community Development, 
met with community 

$3 M 
to Fund 
Blight 

Removal

By Ornella Rossi

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - As 
Memoria l  Day draws near, 
communities prepare to honor and 
commemorate the sacrifices of fallen 
heroes. Several events will be held 
throughout the Sacramento area, pro-
viding community members with 
ample opportunities to participate in 

the celebrations.   
Memorial Day, observed on the 

last Monday in May, honors service 
members who have died in mili-
tary service to the nation, according 
to the Department of Defense. The 
holiday has roots dating back to the 
post-Civil War era, when citizens 
would informally place spring flower 
memorials on the graves of fallen 

soldiers.
All Sacramento-area residents 

are invited to join in the upcoming 
observances at any of the following 
locations. 

On May 27, community members 
will also gather at the East Lawn cer-
emony at 10 a.m., where attendees 
can gather to honor the fallen heroes 

Fire department trucks raise the American flag high at Mount Vernon Memorial Park’s Memorial Day celebration. Photo courtesy 
of Mount Vernon Memorial Park

Memorial Day Ceremonies 
Help Community Remember
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Big Day of Giving 
Big Deal for 
Nonprofits

HOLLYWOOD PARK 
BOOKSTORE FEELS 

LIKE HOME

Remembering All  
of Them on  

Memorial Day

California Capital 
Airshow News 
Release

SACRAMENTO REGION (MPG) 
- The United States Air 
Force Thunderbirds Jet 
Demonstration Team will 
be at this year’s California 
Capital Airshow lineup, in 

addition to the much-antic-
ipated visit from the Italian 
Jet Team, Frecce Tricolori. 

T h e  1 8 t h  a n n u a l 
California Capital Airshow, 
presented by Sacramento 
County in partnership 
with the city of Rancho 
Cordova, returns to Mather 
Airport on July 13 and 

14. This event will feature 
an extraordinary lineup 
of performers, miles of 
ground attractions and the 
return of nighttime aerial 
performances concluding 
with a massive pyro-musi-
cal fireworks show.

“To have both the 
Thunderbirds and Frecce 

Tricolori performing at the 
same show is truly a once-
in-a-lifetime experience,” 
said Darcy Brewer, exec-
utive director of California 
Capital Airshow. “Our 
attendees will get to see 
some of the best pilots in 
the world fly right here in 

The United States Air Force Thunderbirds Jet Demonstration Team returns to the California Capital Airshow by popular demand. 
Courtesy photo

Thunderbirds Back for Airshow
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Story and photos by Susan 
Maxwell Skinner

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Local 
nonprofit organizations were big winners 
in the May 7 Big Day of Giving. Many 
achieved support that surpassed their 
hopes.

Choreographed by the Sacramento 
Region Community Foundation, the 
24-hour give-a-thon this year helped 826 
organizations and raised record dona-
tions. Gifts totaled more than $13.25 
million. Since the 2013 inception of this 
annual appeal, public philanthropy has 
helped Sacramento, Yolo, El Dorado and 
Placer County charities to the tune of $100 
million.

Administered by the American River 
Natural History Association, Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center is funded solely by public 
support. Big Day of Giving boosted dona-
tions by $65,000.

“We had matching funds from two of 
our strongest supporters,” said staffer 
Kalee Christensen. “It was an exciting 
day for us watching our computers and 
seeing funds come in. They’ll help us 
enormously.”

Carmichael Library Friends gained 
a share of almost $98,000 donated to 
Sacramento Public Library’s Friends orga-
nization. Summer reading programs and a 
scheme that gives free books to hundreds 
of Carmichael children will be funded. 

“We’re so grateful for community gen-
erosity,” said local Friends President 
Barbara Safford. “The lifetimes of many 
wonderful children will be enriched by 
reading.”

Carmichael Kiwanis raised $12,500. It 

also benefited from a $500 booster prize 
for most donations between 5 and 6 a.m. 
A random prize from Big Day of Giving 
organizers brought in another $100. 

“I’m always impressed by the gen-
erosity of our club members and our 
community,” said Kiwanian Mike 
Koerner. “We’re all about helping kids. 
These donations go a long way toward 
that aim.”

Carmichael Parks Foundation gained 
almost $20,000 to boost park beautifi-
cation and youth programs. This total 
includes gifts from the Borman family, 
community benefactor Susan Marszal and 
former Supervisor Susan Peters.

Current Supervisor Rich Desmond 
included the Parks Foundation among 24 
Big Day of Giving donations. 

His choices included Carmichael 
Kiwanis, Sacramento Fine Arts Center, 
Fair Oaks Rotary, Carmichael HART and 
the San Juan Education Foundation. 

“I dedicate District 3 discretionary 
funds, as well as my personal funds,” 
he said. “I chose organizations that help 
our most vulnerable residents, care for 
animals, promote arts and culture, and 
generally improve quality of life.”

Boosted by Desmond’s donation and a 
further $20,000 in gifts, Sacramento Fine 
Arts Center exceeded hopes.

“These donations are vital to keeping 
the center and our programs going,” said 
Sacramento Fine Arts Center executive 
Angelia Gordon. “We’re grateful for so 
much generosity.”

Nature protectors opened wallets wide 
across the region. Placer Land Trust 
yielded nearly $194,000. The American 
River Conservancy reaped more than 

$34,000. The American River Parkway 
Foundation and Save the American River 
Association gained $21,048 and $18,395, 
respectively. 

Rancho Cordova’s Soil Born Farms, 
which promotes sustainable food produc-
tion, harvested almost $21,000. 

May 7 also restocked food closets. 
Donors fed Sacramento Food Bank and 
Family Services more than $255,000; 
Sacramento Loaves and Fishes more 
than $165,000; Yolo Food Bank almost 
$146,000. Locally, Fair Oaks/Orangevale 
Food Bank gained more than $33,000. 
Carmichael’s Homeless Assistance 
Resources Team was boosted by almost 
$5,000.

Top regional beneficiaries included 
Sacramento Philharmonic and Opera with 
more than $327,000 to sing about. The 
Salvation Army drummed up more than 
$322,000; Sacramento SPCA scooped 
$221,705; ACC Senior Services got 
$204,957.

Culture was handsomely applauded. B 
Street Theatre (The Sophia) raised nearly 
$104,000. The Crocker Art Museum col-
lected more than $92,570. CapRadio 
beamed in around $94,000. Stage patrons 
backed Fair Oaks Theater Festival to the 
tune of $10,000.

In North Highlands, California 
Aerospace Museum was refueled with 

more than $26,000. 
“Sending kids to programs for hands-on 

STEM learning would not be possible 
for some families without this generos-
ity,” said museum director Karen Jones. 
“Almost 86 per cent of our summer camp-
ers are on scholarships. These are largely 
enabled by BDOG.”

Youth charities compelled grown-up 
generosity. Sacramento Children’s Home 
collected more than $176,500. Shriners 
Hospitals brought in $82,677. Kiwanis 
Family House banked $73,500-plus. 
Children's Receiving Home of Sacramento 
supporters gave more than $59,000.

 “Big Day of Giving allows the com-
munity to learn about nonprofits,” 
explained Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation officer Kelly Siefkin. 
“Participating organizations also love to 
build relationships with new donors. This 
year, we lowered the gift minimum to $10. 
This made philanthropy more accessible.”

Perhaps $10 doesn’t seem much. But 
small donations make a huge difference. 
With average gifts still under $50, they 
added up to $13.2 million.”

The next Big Day of Giving is sched-
uled for May 1, 2025. For more details, 
visit www.bigdayofgiving.org.

Footnote: This report reflects BDOG 
leaderboards. Some May 7 donations are 
not recorded by this source.  H

Big Day of Giving Big Deal for Nonprofits

Carmichael Library will benefit from the recent Big Day of Giving. Giving a thumbs-up for 
almost $98,000 in donations to Friends of the Sacramento Public Library are Sacramento 
Library staffer Catlin Greenwood, left, and Carmichael Library Friends Barbara Safford, Margot 
Howard and Sydney Sadler.  

Carmichael Kiwanis Club members rejoiced at $12,500 in donations. 
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PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS 
BY MAY 22ND FOR DISCOUNTED 
PRE-SALE PRICING

Blue Star Museums  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)  - Seven 
Sacramento area museums are par-
ticipating in Blue Star Museums to 
offer free admission to the nation's 
active-duty military personnel and 
their families, including National 
Guard and Reserve. This program 
runs from Armed Forces Day on 
May 18 through Labor Day on Sept. 
2, 2024. 

A partnership between the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
and Blue Star Families in collabora-
tion with the Department of Defense 
and museums across America, the 
local museums participating in the 
2024 Blue Star Museums program 

include the following:  Aerospace 
Museum of California, California 
Automobile Museum, California 
Museum, Crocker Art Museum, 
Fairytale  Town, Sacramento 
Children's Museum and Sacramento 
History Museum.

The free admission program is 
available for those currently serving 
in the United States Military: Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard, including Reservists, 
National Guardsman (regard-
less of status), U.S. Public Health 
Commissioned Corps, NOAA 
Commissioned Corps, and up to five 
family members. 

Qualified members must show a 
Geneva Convention common access 
card (CAC), DD Form 1173 ID 

card (dependent ID), or a DD Form 
1173-1 ID card for complimentary 
entrance into a participating Blue 
Star Museum. 

Before planning a visit, guests are 
encouraged to contact the individ-
ual museums for hours of operation 
and note some are normally closed 
on Mondays and in observance of 
holidays such as Memorial Day and 
Labor Day. 

For more information or a com-
plete list of participating Blue Star 
museums, please visit arts.gov/
initiatives/blue-star-museums. 

Those interested can also sign up 
for emails to learn more about your 
Sacramento Area Museums via the 
local website at www.sacmuseums.
org.  H

Military Personnel, Families Get in Free at Museums

of the United States Armed 
Forces. 

The event is being 
hosted at multiple loca-
tions, including 9189 
E. Stockton Blvd., Elk 
Grove; East Lawn Sierra 
Hills at 5757 Greenback 
Lane, Sacramento; and 
East Lawn Memorial Park, 
4300 Folsom Blvd., East 
Sacramento.

The Memorial Day cer-
emony promises to be 
a moving tribute where 
distinguished military 
speakers such as Bob 
Hilton and Gilbert Morales 
will take the stage, along 
with musician and bag-
piper Liz Tubbs. Part of the 
program will include the 
Armed Forces Medley and 
the POW/MIA (Prisoner 
of War/Missing in Action) 
ceremony. Complimentary 
refreshments wil l  be 
provided.

Other events include the 
Memorial Day tribute at 
Mount Vernon Memorial 
Park at 11 a.m. May 27 at 
8201 Greenback Lane. 

Starting at 5:30 a.m. 
May 27, Boy and Girl 
Scout troops will raise 
donated American flags 
around the park, followed 
by the fire department 
hoisting a 50-foot flag at 
the entrance at 10 a.m.

"On Memorial Day, it 
is important to stop and 
reflect on the American 
patriots who have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice to 
keep us free,” said Mount 
Vernon Memorial Park’s 
general manager, Carol 
Rybolt. “I am grateful for 
the brave men and women 
who serve in the military, 
standing guard to protect 
our country and our rights.  
Let us honor and remember 
them on this Memorial Day 
and every day.”

The event will feature a 
military band, a keynote 
speech by a colonel from 
the California National 
Guard, and a color guard 
from the UC Davis ROTC 
program. A possible fly-
over, a popular attraction 
in previous years, is pend-
ing confirmation, adding to 

the day’s magic. 
The tribute concludes at 

noon, with the symbolic 
raising of the American 
Flag honoring the sac-
rifices and expressing 
gratitude to those who have 
given their lives.

T h e  C o r d o v a 
C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l 
proudly  presents  i t s 
Memorial Day event at 
10 a.m. May 27 at the 
Cordova High School 
Performing Arts Center, 
2239 Chase Drive, Rancho 
Cordova. 

The theme of this year’s 
event is “Their Sacrifice, 
Our Gratitude,” encap-
sulating the essence of 
remembrance and appreci-
ation for those who have 
given their lives in ser-
vice to their country. At the 
heart of the ceremony lies 
a musical tribute, featuring 
patriotic music performed 
by the Rancho Cordova 
River City Concert Band. 

This year holds special 
significance as community 
members together honor 
the 21st-Century heroes 

who witnessed the tragic 
events of 9/11 and self-
lessly rushed to aid those 
in need, many of whom did 
not return.

An event highlight will 
be the presentation by 
the Non Commissioned 
Officers Association, show-
casing the “Missing Man 
Table.” This symbolic ges-
ture, led by retired Air 
Force veteran Jim Sullivan, 
features a dinner table set 
with an empty chair, rep-
resenting those who are 
missing or fallen. 

“This is a dignified and 
beautiful service,” said 
Cordova  Communi ty 
Council executive direc-
tor Shelly Blanchard. 
“All gave some and some 
gave all, and we are hon-
oring that here in Rancho 
Cordova.”

T h e  2 5 t h  a n n u a l 
Memorial Day Ceremony 
at the Fair Oaks Cemetery 
District will take place 
from 10 a.m. to noon on 
May 25, giving special rec-
ognition to the women in 
time of war between the 

American Revolutionary 
War and World War II. The 
cemetery is at 7780 Olive 
St., Fair Oaks. 

Fair Oaks speakers 
include Eagle Scout Lily 
Rodriguez, Congressman 
Ami Bera and State Sen. 
Roger Niello.

 Boy Scouts of America 

Troop 380 will conduct the 
flag ceremony; Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 6158 
and the American Legion 
Post 383 will conduct the 
Wreath Laying Ceremony. 
Tribute will also be paid to 
Ray Young, who founded 
the annual Memorial Day 
Ceremony in 1999.  H

American flags encircle Mount Vernon Memorial Park at last 
year’s Memorial Day celebrations. Photo courtesy of Mount 
Vernon Memorial Park

Memorial Day Ceremonies Help Community Remember
Continued from Page 1
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916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Be a part of something important
Help bring the local news to Your Neighborhood

Must have a valid California drivers 
license and current auto insurance. 
Previous newspaper delivery 
experience a plus but not required.
*Delivery must be completed by an adult.

We are looking for 
families who want 
to deliver the local 
newspaper in your 
neighborhoods.

Provide great customer 
service to our readers 
every Thursday/Friday.

Make money as a family 
effort by working together 
to get the job done.
Earn money to pay those  
growing monthly bills.

Call 916-773-1111

www.KiwanisArtFiesta.org
Featuring art from more than 70 artisans: paintings, 

pottery, glass, photography, jewelry, and more.

SCOTTISH RITE MASONIC CENTERSCOTTISH RITE MASONIC CENTERSCOTTISH RITE MASONIC CENTER

6151 H ST., SACRAMENTO, CA 95819
Saturday, June 1, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday, June 2, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

All Artisan 
All Artisan 

Spots Filled!
Spots Filled!All Artisan 

Spots Filled!
Free Admission
Free Admission
Free Admission

Free Parking
Free Parking
Free Parking Catered Food Catered Food 

Available OnsiteAvailable Onsite
Catered Food 

Available Onsite

66th Sacramento Suburban Kiwanis

“First, I’m curious as to 
what kind of church you 
are running up there?” 
asked a caller to my church 
office.

 His was the kind of 
question I get lately since 
returning to the pastor role.

Most often, callers are 
like the young mother of 
three who told me, “I have 
three churches I’m consid-
ering attending, but first 
I’m asking the pastors to 
answer some questions.”

She squashed that ordi-
nal number “FIRST,” as if 
drawing a line in the theo-
logical sand.

“FIRST, does your 
church teach tithing?”

I assumed she knew 
most churches encourage 
donations, but not wanting 
to scare her off, I was slow 
to answer. Was she look-
ing for a discount? Or was 
she searching for a rich 
church?

Some people call the 

church directly and others 
find me through my local 
column. Readers usually 
leave a voicemail, gra-
ciously giving me time to 
formulate an answer. 

I played back a message 
from a man last week want-
ing to know how he could 
donate to Chispa Project. I 
returned the call, excited to 
tell him about my upcom-
ing trip to Honduras, but he 
too began with a question.

FIRST, “I want to know 
if angels are able to speak 
to us.”

His challenging ques-
tion made me want to ask, 

“Can I call a friend? Or 
ask the audience?” Maybe 
I should have said, “Yes. 
The angels are telling you 
to donate to Chispa Project 
a t  Chispaproject .org/
chaplain.”

Another man saw that I 
had a woman scheduled to 
preach while I was away.

“FIRST of all, should 
women really be allowed 
to preach in church?” 

I knew he was refer-
ring to 1 Timothy 2:12: “I 
do not permit a woman to 
teach or to assume author-
ity over a man; she must be 
quiet” (NIV).

Since I assumed he knew 
I invited the guest pastor, 
his question seemed more 
challenging than inquisi-
tory, intoned much like the 
political questions I get. 

“You  mus t  F IRST 
believe that abortion is 
wrong,” suggested a Pro-
life advocate.  

“Isn’t  God against 

homosexuality?” was the 
message left in a weath-
ered tone. “God FIRST 
made man and then made 
woman.”

“We need to FIRST 
return prayer to the 
schools,” said one visitor 
who dared attend without 
first checking my political 
pedigree.

“God is on the side of 
Israel! Shouldn’t we all 
be calling for the destruc-
tion of Hamas?” asked one 
local pastor.

I know that many books 
have been written about 
all of these issues by good 
Christians on both sides. I 
know sincere believers can 
disagree about things.

But I try to discourage 
those seeking a binary faith 
of yes-and-no answers 
by sharing first the words 
from The Message in 
Matthew 22:36-40. 

“When asked what 
was the FIRST and most 

important of all of God’s 
laws, Jesus said, Love the 
Lord your God with all 
your passion and prayer 
and intelligence.’ This is 
the most important, the 
first on any list. 

“But there is a second 
to set alongside it: ‘Love 
others as well as you 
love yourself.’ These two 
commands are pegs; every-
thing in God’s Law and 
the Prophets hangs from 
them.”

I know I didn’t answer 
most of my callers as they 
would have hoped. But 
perhaps once I’ve mas-
tered Jesus’ list, I’ll have 
better responses to their 
questions.

Finally, my best call 
began last week, with 
“FIRST, I think your new 
picture makes you look 
like Jean-Luc Picard.” 

Of course, as a Trek 
fan, I knew he was refer-
ring to Patrick Stewart, the 

fictional captain of the USS 
Enterprise-D in “Star Trek: 
The Next Generation.”

I felt a bit affronted as 
Stewart is totally bald. I’m 
not – yet.

Should I allow this caller 
to make the final cut for 
our church membership? 
Stay tuned.

***

Readers: I return to 
Honduras next month to 
help establish the 86th 
library for Chispa Project. 
Honestly, we’ll need some 
big last-minute donations 
to fully fund this library.

Give online today at 
Chispaproject.org/chaplain 
or make check to “Chispa 
Project.” Send to 10556 
Combie Rd. Suite 6643 
Auburn, CA 95602. 

E m a i l  c o m m e n t @
thechaplain.net or message 
at (843) 608-9715. www.
thechaplain.net.      H

But First, Answer Me This

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, 
CA (MPG) - This month, 
S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Department of Child, 
Family and Adult Services 
(DCFAS) is celebrating 
employee, Irene Chu, as 
part of the video and story 
series “Beyond the Call: 
Chronicles of Compassion 
in Child, Family and Adult 
Services.” 

Having started her career 
with the County in Child 
Protective Services, Irene 
eventually transitioned to 
working with older adults 
through Adult Protective 
Services (APS). Irene has 
over 27 years of expe-
rience working for the 

County. Her background in 
counseling helps give her a 
unique perspective, allow-
ing her to engage with 
clients and guide them 
through decision-making 
processes. 

“The mission of Adult 
Protective Services is to 
protect the health and 
safety of older adults and 
dependent adults in our 
community in the least 
restrictive environment,” 
Irene explains. 

That mission involves a 
delicate balance of advo-
cating for their well-being 
while also respecting their 
autonomy and choices. 

Irene wants people 
to know that APS oper-
ates under regulations 
that encourage employ-
ees to respect the rights 
of older adults while 
addressing issues such as 
self-neglect, which is a 
unique challenge. 

“Self-neglect  cases 
r e q u i r e  a  n u a n c e d 

approach,” Irene said. 
This is because self-ne-
glect cases highlight the 
complex nature of ensur-
ing the safety of someone 
while still honoring their 
boundaries and individual 
agency. 

Self-neglect is when 
someone doesn’t take care 
of their basic needs like 
personal hygiene or eat-
ing. Self-neglect can have 
many underlying causes 
including depression, iso-
lation, or an underlying 
condition like undiagnosed 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Irene said APS workers 
encourage clients to weigh 
the pros and cons to decide 
whether they want help for 
self-neglect. 

“Ultimately, we let them 

[the client] make the deci-
sion. Because ultimately, 
they have to feel that they 
own it, they have the own-
ership of that choice,” 
Irene explains.  As a 
Program Planner, Irene’s 
job goes far beyond advo-
cating for older and 
disabled adults. She helps 
newer staff members as 
they learn the ropes, pro-
v ide s  p r e sen t a t i ons , 
runs statistical reports, 
and writes and monitors 
contracts. 

Currently, Irene is also 
handling a housing proj-
ect that helps shelter older 
adults through rehousing 
and homeless prevention 
services. The project, 
called HomeSafe, show-
cases Irene’s commitment 

to providing innovative 
solutions to address issues 
in her community. 

Reflecting on her 27 
years with the County, 
Irene says she is grateful 
for her career.

 These experiences 
helped her professionally 
and allowed her to make a 
meaningful impact on the 
lives of those she serves. 

As Irene continues her 
work, she hopes sharing 
her story will encourage 
others to seek out a 
long-lasting career with 
Sacramento County.

“I really like it so much 
because I really enjoy all 
the opportunities that I was 
given through the years,” 
Irene said.  H

Chu Goes Beyond the Call for Adult Protective Services

Irene Chu has been working 
for the county for 27 years. 
Photo courtesy of Sacramento 
County
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partners, residents and 
businesses through com-
munity meetings and 
online engagement to 
gather feedback and have 
the public suggest projects. 

County staff evalu-
ated project feasibility and 
community benefits within 

each supervisorial dis-
trict for recommendations 
to receive Neighborhood 
Improvement Initiative 
funding. 

On May 7, the Board of 
Supervisors approved the 
allocation of all $3,000,000 
for 12 projects, primar-
ily within Environmental 

Justice communities, com-
mercial corridors and/or 
areas adjacent to vacant or 
blighted properties located 
throughout each superviso-
rial district. 

A full report of the proj-
ects is available online by 
visiting www.saccounty.
gov.  H

ABOUT TOWN
Elks Lodge Calendar  

of Events 
Farmer’s Market, 9 

am-1 pm every Saturday.
Elks Lodge Sunday 

Breakfast, 8:30 am-11 
am every Sunday. Bring 
your friends and fam-
ily; $15 tax included. 
Best deal in town. Made 
to order Omelets or eggs 
any way you want. . 
Bacon, sausage, pota-
toes, biscuits and gravy, 
pancakes, waffles, coffee 
large parties should call 
for reservations. Guests 
are VERY welcome!

Wa t e r  A e r o b i c s , 
M o n d a y  1 0  a m , 
Wednesday 2 pm, Friday 
10 am

Yoga, Monday 12 pm, 
Wednesday 3:30 pm. 
Lodge members free.

Martial Arts, Monday 
5 pm

Pickleball ,  Mon & 
Wed 9 am-12 pm, Thu 
4:30-7:30 pm, Sun 4-7 
pm

To sign up or confirm 
schedule, join playtimes-
cheduler.com

Improv Night, 2nd & 
4th Wednesdays, 6-8 pm

Wednesday  Night 
Dinner, 5:30 to 7 pm 

See above and elks6.net 
for weekly menu.

Karaoke
Thursday 7 pm
Saturday 7:30 pm

Friday Happy Hour, 
Friday 4-7 pm

Line Dancing, 2nd and 
4th Fridays

Land Park Softball
Softball is back in Land 

Park and will now be a 
part of the Land Park 
Pacific Little League 
organization. LPPLL has 
been a pillar in our com-
munity since 1954 and 
is welcoming softball 
under their umbrella this 
SPRING!

Early Bird Registration 
is NOW OPEN! 

Vi s i t  l p p l l . c o m / 
registration to register 
and learn more. 

Friends of Sutter’s 
Fort Discounted 
Admission Rates 

Friends of Sutter ’s 
For t ,  in  par tnersh ip 
with Sutter’s Fort State 
Historic Park, is proud to 
present a series of fam-
ily-friendly events and 
activations this fall high-
lighted by holiday themed 
movies, an all-ages con-
cert, and adventurous 
self-guided evening tours 
by flashlight or lantern 
light.    

For those interested in 
visiting inside Sutter’s 
Fort State Historic Park 
(that is open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily), all Fort 
admission fees will be 

waived for the duration of 
a major roof replacement 
and seismic stabilization 
project that is currently 
underway. 

Visitors can observe the 
rehabilitation project first-
hand and tour the Central 
Building, which remains 
open.  

For more, please visit 
www.suttersfort.org             

Elks 6 Volunteer 
Opportunities 

PM Crew - We welcome 
anyone willing to work  
but especially if you have 
experience in mechanical,  
electrical, general contract-
ing, painting, or plumbing 
the lodge really needs you. 

- Bar Back - Help out the 
paid bartenders for large 
events. 

- Bartender - Riverside 
bar for Elks events                              

There will be a meeting 
for volunteer bar tenders 
some time this week.  
email or text Sue Hill 
if you want to be on the 
meeting list 

- Sunday Breakfast - 
Cook, Serve, bus tables                                        

- Wednesday Night 
Dinners - Help or adopt 
a night one time or once 
a month. 

 If any of the above 
sound like something 
you would enjoy doing, 
please call or text Sue 
Hill, 215-327-7712. H

By V. G. Harris

As the top 4 teams 
in the NBA have estab-
lished themselves, and 
the Eastern and Western 
Conference championships 
are about to begin, there 
are many more fans across 
the country that are feeling 
what Kings fans felt after 
the last game against the 
New Orleans Pelicans.

Listening to Nuggets 
coach Michael Malone 
after Sunday’s heartbreak-
ing loss to the Minnesota 
Timberwolves was difficult 
to listen to. His raw expres-
sions were telling, and it 
is almost unreasonable to 
ask a coach to comment on 
his team’s performance so 
quickly after a season end-
ing loss.

Most Kings fans are 
aware that Michael Malone 
was once the Kings head 
coach, and a very popu-
lar coach at that. He was 
summarily given his walk-
ing papers in 2014 after 
an 11-13 start to the sea-
son, and many Kings fans 
believed that the move was 
a knee jerk reaction to a 
tepid start, and that Malone 
had earned more favor than 
he was given.

The Denver Nuggets 
swept him up and he 
is every bit as popular 
in Denver as he was in 
Sacramento, especially 
after leading the Nuggets 
to the NBA championship 
last year.

So as the East and West 
provide the conference 
champions from their 
respective divisions, what 
have the Sacramento Kings 
been doing you ask?

Kings Korner
No new news on the 

signing of fan favorite 
Malik Monk, sadly.

Trade rumors swirl daily 
with Harrison Barnes’ 
name at the top of the list, 
and for me, sadly, Davion 
Mitchell, as well.

A recent trade rumor had 
the Lakers, Bulls, Knicks, 
Pistons, and Kings in a 
five-team trade that would 
ultimately bring Julius 
Randle to the Kings, while 
giving up both Harrison 
Barnes and ever popular 
Davion Mitchell. So far, 
that trade has not material-
ized, but it gives fodder as 
to who other teams have an 
interest in. 

On another note, Mike 
Brown is reportedly ask-
ing for a salary extension, 
with one year remaining 
on his current contract. 
This after what many fans 
would describe as a sub-
par season in which his 
Sacramento Kings had 
the lowest free-throw per-
centage in the NBA, and 
coach Brown resided in 
the bottom of the league 
with regards to coach’s 
challenges. 

At the end of the day, 
last year’s coach of the 
year did not take his team 
to the playoffs. 

Fans will make up their 
own minds, but coaches 
that actually made the 
playoffs are already finding 
themselves out of a job. 

On the positive side, the 
Kings improved in defense 
from 24th in the league just 
a year ago, to 14th in the 
league this season. 

That is perhaps coach 
Brown’s crowning achieve-
ment since the vaunted 
Kings offense that was 
rated #1 a year ago overall, 
slipped to #13 this season.

I believe coach Brown 
will likely receive the 
contract extension he is 
looking for, and the Kings 
will make more than one 
trade in the off season. 

Smart fans need to turn 
their attention to the draft, 
in which the Kings still 
maintain the 13th pick in 
the first round, as a result 
of their final game loss to 
the Pelicans. Had the Kings 
won that game and ven-
tured into the playoffs for 
the second straight year, 
they would have lost their 
first-round pick entirely. 

The Sacramento Kings 
draft history is replete with 
knucklehead decisions that 
will likely never go away, 
but is there a diamond in 
the rough at the 13th pick?

With the advent of 
leagues around the globe, 
including the Orient and 
Africa, the Euro league is 
not the only geographic 
point of interest, and we 
will soon see where Monte 
McNair ’s scouts have 
been.

As a glass-half-full guy, 
I will look upon this off 
season as an opportunity 
just waiting to happen, 
and as I have said repeat-
edly, Malik Monk being 
re-signed would be a mon-
ster feather in the cap of 
your GM Monte McNair. 

Sometimes valuing play-
ers that you already have 
can be the best decision a 
GM can make, and Malik 
is a player of exceeding 
value.

Enjoy the playoffs, 
Kings fans, and let’s col-
lectively root for the front 
office as they make a swing 
at improving an already 
highly entertaining team!

All the best to all of you!
 H

Sacramento State 
Athletics News 
Release

 
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Senior Gunner Gouldsmith 
and sophomore JP Smith 
were each named to the 
Al l -Western  Athle t ic 
Conference second team, 
while Gouldsmith and 
junior Tyler White earned 
spots on the league’s inau-
gural all-defensive team, 
as the conference office 
announced its postseason 
honor roll as selected May 
20 by the head coaches.

 For Smith, it marks the 
sophomore’s second All-
WAC honor of his career 
after he was named to the 
all-league first team in 
2023, while Gouldsmith 
earned his first career All-
WAC award. Meanwhile, 
Gouldsmith and White 
were two of the 10 players 
from around the confer-
ence named to the league’s 
defensive squad.

 Entering postseason 
play with a team-high 
.324 average and a career-
high 78 hits, Gouldsmith 
is riding a 10-game hit-
ting streak heading into 

this week’s tournament 
while batting .476 (20-for-
42) with seven runs scored 
and 12 RBI during his most 
recent run. The Reno, Nev., 
native has hit safely in 22 
of his last 24 games — and 
has reached base safely in 
each of his last 14 — hav-
ing gone without a hit in 
a game only eight times 
while starting all 56 games 
this year.

 Gouldsmith  leads 
the team with 20 multi-
hit games on the season, 
including a trio of three-
hit games, a pair of four-hit 
contests, and a 5-for-5 
effort against Stephen F. 
Austin on May 11 that 
ranks tied for third on the 
school’s single-game list. 
He also has nine multi-
RBI contests on the year, a 
total that ranks third on the 
team.

 The senior shined 
even brighter in confer-
ence play, batting .354 
in 30 WAC contests with 
19 runs scored, five dou-
bles, and three home runs, 
while driving in 18 runs. 
He slugged .480 in league 
play while posting a .420 
on-base percentage.

 Smith comes into the 
tournament equally as hot, 
collecting hits in nine of 
his last 10 games while 
batting .325 (13-for-40) 
in that span. Providing 
the pop at the plate for the 
Hornets, Smith slugged 20 
home runs (good for sec-
ond in the WAC) to his 
season stat line to go along 
with a team-high 44 RBI, 
standing second on both 
the school single-season 
and career lists as his 34 
career home runs rank just 
one shy of the career mark.

 The Sacramento native 
slugged a team-high .583 
on the season (good for 
eighth in the WAC), while 
also ranking tied for eighth 
in the league in runs scored 
(45) and 12th in RBI (44). 
His 15 multi-hit games 
rank tied for second on 
the team — which also 
includes a team-high six 
multi-home run games — 
while his 14 multi-RBI 
outings lead Sacramento 
State heading into tourna-
ment play.

 White, who enters the 
tournament batting .280 
with 31 runs scored, six 
doubles, a pair of home 

runs and 24 RBI, has been 
perfect as Sacramento 
State’s centerfielder, hav-
ing not committed an 
error in 113 chances. 
Gouldsmith, meanwhile, 
has been an integral part of 
the Hornets’ up-the-middle 
defense, having a hand in 
31 of the team’s 43 double 
plays turned.

 The Hornets open 
WAC Tournament play 
on Tuesday (May 21) 
at 4 p.m., taking on No. 
5-seeded Tarleton State in 
an elimination game. The 
winner advances to face 
No. 4 California Baptist 
as the double-elimination 
portion of the tournament 
begins on Wednesday 
(May 22), also at 4 p.m.

 All games of the tourna-
ment will be streamed live 
via the ESPN+ platform. 
Links to follow along for 
every Sacramento State 
contest will be posted on 
the baseball schedule page 
at HornetSports.com when 
they become available.  

2024 All-Western 
Athletic Conference 

Baseball Honors
WAC Player of the Year: Tyler 
Wilson, Sr., OF, Grand Canyon
WAC Pitcher of the Year: Brett 
Lanman, Fr., LHP, Abilene Christian
WAC Freshman of the Year: Brett 

Lanman, LHP, Abilene 
Christian
WAC Defensive Player of the Year: 
Josh Paino, Jr., SS, California 
Baptist
WAC Coach of the Year: Gregg 
Wallis, Grand Canyon

All-WAC First Team
SP – Brett Lanman, LHP, Abilene 

Christian
SP – Isaac Lyon, So., RHP, Grand 

Canyon
RP – Grant Garza, Sr., RHP, 

Tarleton State
C – Burke Camper, Sr., Utah 

Valley
1B – Gino D’Alessio, Grad, 

Abilene Christian
2B – Daniel Dickinson, So., Utah 

Valley
SS – Josh Paino, Jr., California 

Baptist
3B – Mitchel Simon, Sr., 

California Baptist
OF – Miller Ladusau, Sr., Abilene 

Christian
OF – Nicholas Dumesnil, So., 

California Baptist
OF – Tyler Wilson, Sr., Grand 

Canyon
DH – Beau Ankeney, Jr., Grand 

Canyon

 All-WAC  
Second Team

SP – Lukas Pirko, Fr., RHP, 
California Baptist

SP – Zach Tjelmeland, Sr., RHP, 
UTRGV 

RP – Nathan Hemmerling, Grad, 
RHP, California Baptist

C – Steven Lancia, Jr., UTRGV
1B – JP Smith, So., Sacramento 

State
2B – Cole Miears, Sr., Tarleton 

State
SS – Gunner Gouldsmith, Sr., 

Sacramento State
3B – Derek Gellos, Sr., Seattle U
OF – Cade Verdusco, Sr., Grand 

Canyon
OF – Hunter Katschke, Jr., Utah 

Tech
OF – Tyson Pointer, Sr., UT 

Arlington
DH – Luke Iverson, So., Utah 

Valley 

WAC All-Defensive 
 First Team

SS – Josh Paino, Jr., California 
Baptist

3B – Mitchel Simon, Sr., 
California Baptist

SS – Emilio Barreras, So., Grand 
Canyon

OF – Eddy Pelc, R-Sr., Grand 
Canyon

OF – Cade Verdusco, Sr., Grand 
Canyon

 WAC All-Defensive 
Second Team

1B – Gino D’Alessio, Grad, 
Abilene Christian

C – Alton Gyselman, Fr., Grand 
Canyon

SS – Gunner Gouldsmith, Sr., 
Sacramento State

OF  –  Ty le r  Whi te ,  J r. , 
Sacramento State

SS – Kade York, Sr., UTRGV  H

Trio Picks Up WAC Postseason Honors

Gunner Gouldsmith was selected to the All-
WAC second team and the WAC all-defensive 
second team. 

Tyler White was selected to the WAC all-defensive second team. Photos courtesy of Sacramento 
State Athletics

JP Smith was selected to the All-WAC 
second team. 

Continued from Page 1

$3 Mil to Fund Blight Removal
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Visit: 
mpg8.com Advertise in your 

local  
community 
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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ro
ve

 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs MAC Industries

DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Announcements

Autos Wanted

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous year-
end tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Hardworking, tender-hearted, 
Christian woman available for 
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-283-1427

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000Jobs

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Painting

Advertise in your 
local  

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

Painting

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

Beautiful Waterproof Vinyl & 
Laminate Flooring Installa-
tion. All Materials In Stock! 36 
Years Experience! License 
#1023377. Call Josip for Free 
Estimate! (916) 215-7558
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Landscaping

Miscellaneous

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk 
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to 
monitor investment activities, 
ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and 
client guidelines. High School 
Diploma, two years job related 
experience and Computer 
Skills, Proficient with MS Office 
required. Salary $54,059 per 
year. To apply, email resume 
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

Help Wanted

PRESSURE 
WASHING

Landscaping

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 866-675-2404 (Cal-SCAN)

2000 Audi TT has 59,000 
miles & in good condition. 

Asking price $11,500.00 and 
willing to negotiate. Call 209- 
712-1359 with a serious and 

reasonable offer. 
For Sale 53’ Semi Trailer Ex-
cellent Condition. Asking 60k 
OBO. Call - (916) 952-9689

Autos for Sale

Cellular Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

Measles Exposure May 6-7 
 at UC Davis Med Center

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Sacramento County 
Public Health confirms one 
case of measles in a child 
who visited the UC Davis 
Medical Center Emergency 
Department between 10 
p.m. and 3:15 a.m. May 6 
and between 11 a.m. and 
6:45 p.m. May 7.

UC Davis  Medical 
Center is contacting those 
who were potentially 
exposed in the Emergency 
Department during those 
hours .  Unvacc ina ted 
persons or those with 
unknown vaccination sta-
tus who were in the UC 
Davis Medical Center 
Emergency Department 
during the aforementioned 
periods of time are at risk 
of developing measles 
from seven to 21 days after 
being exposed. 

E x p o s e d  i n d i v i d u -
als should review their 
immunization and medi-
cal records to determine if 
they are protected against 
measles. Those who have 

not previously had measles 
or who have not received 
the measles immuniza-
tion might not be protected 
from the measles virus. 
They should talk with a 
health care provider about 
receiving measles, mumps 
and rubella (MMR) immu-
nization. Persons needing 
vaccination should call the 
Public Health immuniza-
tion line at 916-875-7468. 

Sacramento County 
Public Health advises resi-
dents to notify their health 
care providers as soon as 
possible about a potential 
exposure if they are preg-
nant, have an infant, have a 
weakened immune system 
and/or are not immunized 
regardless of vaccination 
history. Do not go to pro-
viders in-person or go to 
the emergency department 
for potential exposure.

Exposed individuals 
should also monitor them-
selves for illness with fever 
and/or an unexplained rash 
from seven to 21 days 
after their exposure (the 
time period when symp-
toms might develop); if 

symptoms develop, stay 
at home and immediately 
call a healthcare provider. 
If individuals become ill 
enough that they need med-
ical attention in person, 
wear a mask and inform the 
registration staff about pos-
sible measles exposure so 
that appropriate isolation 
can occur in the healthcare 
setting.

UC Davis  Medical 
C e n t e r ,  S a c r a m e n t o 
County Public Health and 
Public Health Departments 
in surrounding counties 
are contacting identified 
patients to assess immuni-
zation status and provide 
guidance to individuals 
who were exposed. 

People with measles are 
infectious from four days 
before to four days after the 
onset of the rash. Anyone 
diagnosed with measles or 
suspected of having mea-
sles should stay home for 
four days after the onset of 
the rash. However, infected 
people without symptoms 
of measles might still be 
able to transmit the virus. 
H  

Sacramento. We hope everybody is ready 
for jets, jets and more jets!”

This unique show features four hours 
of nonstop aerial performances begin-
ning at 6 p.m. each day. The United States 
Air Force Thunderbirds will kick off 
the event, followed by Frecce Tricolori, 
United States Navy F-18 Super Hornet, 
U.S. Air Force F-35 Lightning and C-17 
Globemaster demo teams and an impres-
sive roster of highly skilled civilian 
performers. 

As the sun sets, the show will con-
tinue with maximum afterburner followed 
by aircraft lighting up the night sky with 
pyrotechnics, walls of fire, a spectacular 
fireworks show and more.

Airshow tickets are on sale now at 
CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com. Tickets 
are limited and selling quickly, so those 
hoping to attend are encouraged to pur-
chase their tickets soon.

The California Capital Airshow’s part-
ners are Sacramento County, the City 
of Rancho Cordova, Modern Aviation, 
Keurig Dr. Pepper Snapple Group, Visit 
Rancho Cordova, Folsom Lake Dodge, 
Donaghy Sales, SMUD, Thunder Valley 
Casino Resort, Atlas Disposal, Sunbelt, 
Teichert, Elite Power, FOX 40, iHeart 
Media and UPS. 

In addition, the Airshow team is grate-
ful to a long list of committed community 
supporters, as well as the teams of law 
enforcement and emergency services that 

give their time and energy to keep every-
one safe.

For more information about the airshow, 
performers and discount tickets, visit the 
airshow’s website at www.californiacapi-
talairshow.com.  H 

Thunderbirds Back for Airshow
Continued from Page 1

The skies will light up July 13 and July 
14 with performances by the top airshow 
performers during the annual California 
Capital Airshow. Courtesy photo 
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Your Home Improvement Guide
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FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE
I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

Fix leaks of all types

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells 
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors  - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry  Electrical  - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

GUTTER CLEANING
Window Cleaning 
(inside/out/screens washed)

Pressure Washing
(all surface areas) 

Junk Removal/Hauling
Landscape Maintenance

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

•
•

•

•
• CSL# 996271

Prime Quality MaintenanceSpring Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
• PRESSURE WASHING
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ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

License #683668
rooneysplumbing.com
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Creature Catchers Wildlife Management
“If it walks, crawls, slithers or fl ies, we’ll remove it”

Grow your business in our  Grow your business in our  

Home Improvement  Home Improvement  
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CONCRETE - OUTDOOR LIGHTING - IRRIGATION SYSTEM

Recognized in the Sacramento Bee, 
Street of Dreams & Garden Tours of East Sacramento

Lic#633224; Serving Sacramento since 1982

www.SmootLandscaping.com
916-454-1300
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PAINTING
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Dan Sovereign  SovereignPaintingCo.com
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CAPITOL ELECTRIC
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Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
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The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of 
the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. 
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current APR for repayment period is 8.125%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction 
consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) 
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of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal. Property insurance is required and 
flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early 
closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on 
the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit 
Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

5500 Folsom Blvd. 
916-452-2613
4768 J Street 
916-454-4800

6.75%

Se Habla Español
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A Veteran
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Serving buyers and sellers since 2002

Lyon Real Estate
2801 J Street, Sac, CA 95816
p 916-798-1786 (talk or text)
Visit: MoveInSacramento.com

@MoveInSacramento

LIC#01343344

Jennifer Hayes, Realtor    
Executive Associate

4812 Martsmith Way, Fair Oaks, CA 95628

3bed+den  |  2.5bath  
 2,382 Sq Ft.  
3-car garage  

$849,900

Custom Spec Home in Fair Oaks! 

Stunning custom home. 10’ ceilings. 
Grand entertainer’s kitchen, granite 

counters, pantry, center island,  
breakfast bar. Open concept living 

room. Large primary suite with 
multiple closets and outdoor access, 
primary bathroom has dual sinks, 
soaking tub and separate shower. 

Large 0.28ac lot, professionally 
 designed yard with built-in 

outdoor kitchen, pond, gas firepit, 
covered patio, trex decking. Serene 
setting backs to pastoral greenbelt. 
Close to award-winning schools, 
parks, American River Parkway, 

and Lake Natoma.

Erin Stumpf, MPPA Broker Associate  
erin@erinstumpf.com 
 CalDRE# 01706589

Coldwell Banker Realty
Call/Text 916-342-1372

Scan for a 3D Virtual Tour

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Story and photos by 
Kristina Rogers

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Sacramento City College 
has been a stepping stone 
for higher education for 
over 100 years. Now that 
remote learning has once 
again been scaled back 
after the pandemic, Albert 
Garcia, president of SCC, 
wants to ensure the campus 
is also a fun and dynamic 
community hub. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ B e f o r e 
COVID, around 15% of 
our classes were online; 
during the pandemic, 
almost all our classes 
were. As a result, driving 
by, you’d see empty park-
ing lots and buildings with 
very few people around. 
It looked as if we were 
closed. What I feared was 
we were losing touch with 
the community. And that’s 
important because we are 
a community college, open 
to all.” That was the inspi-
ration for Celebrate City. 
He added, “I wanted to cre-
ate an event that would be 
enjoyable not only for pro-
spective students, but also 
for younger families. We 
want them to consider SCC 
being a part of their lives 
years from now.”

University life can be 
terrifying to a high school 
kid. Many imagine mon-
ster-sized campuses where 
they feel like a number in 
a class of hundreds. And 
it’s pricey too. Events like 
Celebrate City show higher 
education is welcoming 
and affordable. 

Last March, colorful dis-
plays lined the Sac City 
campus while live music 
played in the background. 
Friendly teachers and stu-
dents were eager to share 
their passions for sub-
jects like anthropology, 
sociology, criminal justice, 

cosmetology, and science. 
There was no pressure to 
commit to anything; just 
discover the variety of 
career paths and degrees 
available. And that alone 
can help. 

“If you don’t have col-
lege in your background, 
or the expectations were 
to just get a job after high 
school, it’s a huge thing 
to know you can do this,” 
said Garcia

Career opportunities are 
abundant with next-level 
resources. For instance, 
SCC’s nursing program 
includes cutt ing-edge 
robotic mannikins for stu-
dents to train with. One 
robot even gives birth 
(although it’s a require-
ment to get practical 
training). Albert Garcia 
says 99.9% of students 
who finish the nursing pro-
gram quickly get jobs after 
graduation. There’s also 
a robust dental technician 
program. Other health-
care programs include a 
community health worker 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h 
teaches students how to 
help patients navigate the 
bureaucratic healthcare 
world. 

Trades are trending, 
and Los Rios Community 
College is positioned to 
deliver. “We offer a degree 
in HVAC commercial and 

residential,” said Garcia. 
“We also collaborate with 
industry representatives. 
Students can complete the 
entire program, earn a cer-
tificate quickly, and get to 
work.” 

While SCC offers a path 
to HVAC, Consumnes 
River College provides a 
construction program. Los 
Rios Community College 
District is also develop-
ing other trade options 
throughout the college sys-
tem, such as plumbing and 
electrical programs.

And SCC has a strong 
dual enrollment program. 
Motivated teenagers can 

receive an AA degree 
and a high school degree 
simultaneously. Several 
McClatchy high school 
kids attend both schools, 
which gives them a jump 
start on college credit. 
They also gain confidence 
by experiencing col-
lege-level courses early. 

Garcia encouraged me 
to stop by the new nat-
ural science building, 
where students show 
off their research. I met 
Jake, a chemistry major. 
He’s interested in becom-
ing a professor and has 
already taught at SCC. I 
asked about the benefits 

of the natural science pro-
gram. He said, “Students 
can fast track and get an 
AA to become a lab tech.” 
He also loves the com-
radery between students 
and teachers and access 
to state-of-the-art equip-
ment. He added, “Other 
colleges don’t allow stu-
dents the freedom to run 
their own samples and do 
the hands-on work. That’s 
what’s unique here.” 
Garcia explained how rare 
it is to do research within 
the first two years, so 
what’s happening there is 
phenomenal. 

Walking around the 
campus, I noticed stu-
dents of all ages painting 
new murals on the walls. 
Megan Bernards, an art 
teacher, was laid off from 
a local school after pan-
demic funds dried up. 
Being in between jobs, 
she decided to take some 
classes. Megan enjoys 
working alongside students 

from ages eighteen to sev-
enty. She said, “It’s nice to 
practice and acquire new 
techniques. And it’s won-
derful to be the student 
again!" She looks forward 
to applying her new skills 
to the next teaching job. 

Albert Garcia is also 
learning something new; 
he just finished his first 
year as SCC’s President. 
Yet, he’s been on campus 
for ten years as an English 
teacher, dean of instruc-
tion, and vice president. 
Garcia has many plans for 
the future. He wants the 
campus to be as diverse 
as the neighborhoods that 
surround it. But for right 
now, he’s pleased to know 
word is getting out about 
Sacramento City College 
being the community’s 
heart for higher learning.

S a c r a m e n t o  C i t y 
College is part of Los 
Rios Community College 
District. Learn more at 
www.losrios.edu H

Celebrate City Event 
Gets an A+

The campus celebrates the Sacramento City College event on a lovely spring day.

The cosmetology department is eager to talk about potential 
career paths.

President Albert Garcia smiles in front of a Gregory Kondos 
original painting in his office.

Art students Consuelo Aguila (green shirt) and Brianna Wong 
help paint a new mural on campus.

A welcoming student hosts an anthropology table at the 
event.

Chace Freed shares her research on a chemical safety project.

A Celebrate City sign shows 
where one can get help and 
information.
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Story and photos by 
Kristina Rogers

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
-  W h e n  y o u  e n t e r 
Crawford’s Books at 
5301 Freeport Blvd., 
bright-eyed, soft-spo-
ken owner Sue Richards 
may be there to greet you. 
A natural “librarian” pas-
sionate about reading, her 
nametag states “Owner 
& Bookworm.” Stil l , 
Richards admitted she was 
a late reader: “I didn’t read 
much as a child, but after 
college, I began reading 
with friends. Sharing and 
talking about them kindled 
my love for books.”

The independent little 
bookstore is within walk-
ing distance of Richards’ 
Hollywood Park home. She 
used to visit it frequently 
when the Crawfords owned 
it, and she asked them to 
contact her when they were 
ready to sell. They did, 
and as of Jan. 1, 2018, she 
became the new owner. 

Various new and used 
books grace the shelves as 

well as colorful displays 
of locally made greet-
ing cards, pins, t-shirts 
and book totes. Ardent 
book readers can quickly 
exchange their gently used 
books for credit or cash 
but are encouraged to take 
their time and browse, too.  

The customer base 
drives the types of books 
Richards takes in. She 
makes those decisions 
as she goes through used 
books and orders new ones. 
When asked about the most 
popular topics for adults, 
she replied, “I have a large 
community of mystery 
readers,” herself included. 
Richards hosts a monthly 
book club called Mysteries 
& More. People can pick 
up a small calendar print-
out with upcoming novels 
at the register. This group 
meets on the first Thursday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
And it’s not always myster-
ies; some historical fiction 
is occasionally thrown in. 
Readers only need to show 
up to participate. 

I asked about other 

popular fiction, and Sue 
answered, “Fantasy is 
also huge, but there is a 
generational preference. 
Teens like dystopian sto-
ries, whereas adults tend 
to like spicy ‘Romantacies’ 
like the Sarah J. Maas 
Fae Series ‘A Court of 
Thornes and Roses.’” 
Fantasy readers love 
good world-bui lding, 
and Richards’ staff mem-
ber, Jude, keeps her in the 
know for the best stories. 
He also ensures the store 
retains a very healthy sci-
ence fiction selection. 

Children’s literacy is 
another interest, and there 
is a wide selection of read-
ing materials, such as 
chapter books, young-adult 
books and Japanese manga. 
“Some formats are more 
appealing than others, so 
the selection is vast to 
inspire kids with any inter-
ests,” Richards said. When 
parents ask, Richards will 
set aside reader-friendly 
books for children with 
dyslexia and other read-
ing challenges (dyslexia 
is considered a common 
reading disability and can 
be hereditary. It is how the 
eye transmits images and 
letters to the brain). 

Being spring, the current 
store display highlights 

gardening books. Native 
a n d  d r o u g h t - r e -
s i s t a n t  p l a n t s  a r e 
trending right now, and 
there is a full assortment. I 
asked Richards if there are 
other hobbies folks come 
in to find information on. 
She said, “The fiber arts 
are experiencing a resur-
gence in popularity. Young 
adults like knitting and cro-
cheting. So, I carry a lot of 
those books.” Richards 
continued: “Young people 
are also interested in sew-
ing clothes and costumes 
(for cosplay). The older 
generation likes sewing, 
too, but mostly quilting.”

Jigsaw puzzles and 
games are also exchanged. 
“This  s tar ted during 
COVID-19," Richards 
explained. Neighborhood 
puzzlers found it a great 
way to pass the time at 
home. Games, puzzles and 
playing cards can be found 
on floor-to-ceiling shelves 

in the very back. 
Unlike a library or typ-

ical bookstore, the shop 
offers moments of musi-
cal delight. In fact, a 
piano is front and center. 
Sue Richards loves music 
and encourages local pia-
nists to stop by and play 
a few keys. Musical trios 
are scheduled to play 
on Wednesdays at noon, 
Thursdays at 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays around 1 p.m. 

Crawford’s Bookstore is 
next to the recently closed 
Hollywood Hardware. 
Richards is personally 
sad about it closing; she 
enjoyed the staff there. The 
closure has also affected 
her business. She said, 
“I feel like people would 
make it a destination by 
hitting the hardware store 
first, then come to my store 
and finally walk over to 
Little Caesars for pizza. I 
have seen an impact from 
the store closing.”

Richards is doing a few 
things to remind customers 

that Crawford’s is still 
open. She partners with 
other independent book-
stores and hosts a Book 
Crawl, where readers can 
visit several locally owned 
bookshops and win raffle 
prizes. She said, “We have 
close to 80 people who do 
it every year and hit most 
of our stores.” Events are 
scheduled in spring and 
before Christmas.

The little Hollywood 
Park shop can be active 
hosting book clubs, offer-
ing puzzles and inviting 
musicians. Yet most of 
the time, it is a serene lit-
tle respite from the day. 
The bookshelves can put 
customers in a calming, 
Zen-like state as they wan-
der at leisure discovering 
the next reading adventure.

To get on the Crawford’s 
Books mailing list, email: 
sue@crawfordbooks.net. 
Follow on Instagram: @
crawfordsbooks ,  and 
visit the website: www.
CrawfordBooks.net.  H

Hollywood Park Bookstore Feels Like Home

Sue Richards stands in front of a colorful book and merchandise display at Crawford’s Books.

Gardening books grace the main display for spring.

Games and puzzles are ready to explore at Crawford’s Books.
Local pianists are encouraged to come and play the keys at 
Crawford’s Books.

Little readers can also sit and take their time deciding which 
books to take home at Crawford’s Books.
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*10% savings applies to all Regular Price items except Serta Premium Mattresses. 11-25% savings refer to items already discounted with “Clearance” and “Special Buy” tags. See store for separate Serta Premium Mattress 
Memorial Day Savings Event. Allow time for delivery on some items. Colors are approximate. Sale ends 6/2/24.

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

Mon - Fri 10am – 6pm  
Sat 10am – 6pm • Sun 11am – 6pm

All Dining

698029

All Upholstery

270459

332062

All Bedroom

SAVE 10 - 25% throughout the store!
Sale Ends June 2nd, 2024!

All Youth All Office All Entertainment

130184 948765842812

EVERY THING i s  o n  SALE!*

Story and photos by  
Stephen B. Clazie, 
Sacramento Elks 6 
past exalted ruler

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Elks 6 enhanced their 
traditional Mother’s Day 
tribute on Sunday, May 
12, at Elks 6 Lodge, 6446 
Riverside Blvd. As usual, 
all of the officers were in 
their tuxedos and presented 
the Elks traditional cere-
mony to mothers. Elks 6’s 
Chaplin Shannon Lewis 
also had the traditional 
white carnation for every 
guest whose mother was 
deceased, or a red carna-
tion if their mother was 
living.

Besides the Lodge offi-
cers presenting their 
traditional tribute to moth-
ers, this year’s program 
also had a special free per-
formance by the California 
Bridgeway Choir from 
9 to 10 a.m. An organ-
ist to accompany the choir 
and enhance the Lodge’s 

tribute to mothers was 
greatly appreciated.

Elk 6’s President Sue 
Hill said, “This was a 
touching ceremony on 
its own, and the audience 
really enjoyed it.” This 
free concert was open to 
the public in celebration 
of Mother’s Day. Hill also 
noted, “The California 
Bridgeway Choir has 
performed at the State 
Capitol.” 

Hill thanked Sacramento 
Elks Lodge 6’s event coor-
dinator Catherine Gonzales 
for making the arrange-
ments for the Bridgeway 
concert.

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Bridgeway Choir had a full 
choir with a men’s choir of 
6, and a women’s choir of 
14. The men’s choir did a 
rousing rendition of “Red 
River Valley,” and the 
women’s choir did a very 
moving performance of 
“Beautiful Dreamer.” 

The choir was under 
the direction of conductor 

Adagio Tao, and there was 
a special piano accompa-
niment by Alex Tao. Their 
finale was a partial choir of 
women in beautiful gowns 
performing “On Wings of 
Song.”

Hill introduced Elks 6’s 
organist Dan Baldassari, 
and exclaimed how proud 
she was that “Elks 6 Lodge 
has an organist for the 
first time in many years.”  
In conjunction with the 
Lodge officers, Baldassari 

played six songs as part of 
the Elks 6’s Mother Day 
Tribute. 

They included “I’ll Be 
Seeing You” and “Can You 
Feel the Love Tonight.”

After the concert, an 
optional Mother’s Day 
Brunch was available from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 It was a special break-
fast with an egg casserole, 
fried rice, hash browns, 
biscuits and gravy, and a 
ham carving station. 

The breakfast, under the 
direction of Glen Smith, 
also included choices 
of bacon, sausage, waf-
fles, pancakes, and French 
toast. Juice and coffee were 
included as well. Smith 
said the Lodge served 
breakfast to over 200 mem-
bers and guests.  

A few members had 
flowers delivered to the 
Lodge for their moth-
ers, and Smith said, “A 
few families brought 

special cakes, and the 
a d u l t s  e n j o y e d  t h e 
mimosas.”

Elks 6’s organist Dan 
Baldassari continued play-
ing music during the 
brunch for the listening 
pleasure of the mothers 
and their families. 

Joe Di Pinto, Elks 6’s 
oldest member at 97, said, 
“The music enhanced this 
special Sunday morning 
celebration, and helped stir 
fond memories.”  H

Elks 6 Hosts California Bridgeway Choir

Exalted Ruler Sue Hill leads her officers into the Lodge to 
conduct the traditional Mother’s Day ceremony.

The California Bridgeway Choir performs at Elks 6’s Mother’s Day concert.

The California Bridgeway Choir finale was women in beautiful 
gowns performing “On Wings of Song.”


