
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A town 
hall meeting to update residents 
about an assessment of the commu-
nity’s water supply became fraught at 
times when it unfolded at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club on May 30.

The Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District Board commis-
sioned the Integrated Water Master 
Plan, which is using a data-based 
approach to forecast water needs 
over the next 20 years, given climate 

change, drought and the development 
buildout.

About a dozen audience mem-
bers spoke at the microphone about 
the study, prompting the 250- plus 
audience members to loudly applaud 
whenever they agreed with the sen-
timents. Strong emotions were 
especially evident regarding the 
impact of development on the future 
water supply. The most surprising 
comment coming from a developer. 
Other tense comments had to do with 
assumptions in the ongoing water 
study.

The two speakers were Lisa 

Maddaus and Dan Scalas, the con-
sulting engineers leading the 
preparation of the Integrated Water 
Master Plan. 

The consultants considered cli-
mate change when they analyzed the 
community's water supply under nor-
mal river flows and in a worst-case 
drought serving current customers 
vs. full development. They recom-
mend increasing the water supply by 
using some of Clementia for drink-
ing water, digging emergency wells, 
irrigating the golf courses with river 
water, and assuming a future increase 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Pickleball Club and fire-
fighters teamed up for a 
tournament to benefit the 
Firefighters Burn Institute 
at the Stonehouse Park 
pickleball courts on May 
18.

The tournament raised 

$3,047 for the institute 
and the Rancho Murieta 
Kiwanis Club contrib-
uted an additional $500 
donation.

The Sacramento Area 
Firefighters Local 522 
established the burn insti-
tute at U.C. Davis Medical 
Center a year after a jet 
crashed into the crowded 
Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlour 
in 1972, killing 23 people 
and burning many others. 

Over the years, the burn 
institute has expanded 
its mission to include 
burn recovery for survi-
vors and their families, 
burn research, public edu-
cation, and fire and burn 
prevention. 

Serda Folk, who orga-
nized the tournament, 
explained how Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District 
(Sac Metro) at Station 59 
began playing at 

the Stonehouse Park pick-
leball courts. Her grandson, 
Alexander Lawton, is a 
firefighter for Auburn City 
Fire. He told her they had 
set up a pickleball court in 
their firehouse but didn’t 
have access to an outside 
court.

Fork said she struck 
up a conversation with a 
couple of Sac Metro fire-
fighters when they were 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - An update about 
assuming security opera-
tions inside the gates, the 
approval of comedy night 
at the Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater and pro-
posed rule changes were 
notable  topics  when 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Association (RMA) Board 
met on May 21.

The board also approved 
four expenditures from 
reserve funds, including 
the purchase of 107 new 
street and stop signs and a 
contract to paint the exte-
rior of the RMA Building. 
Additionally, the board 
approved an agreement 
to transfer the owner-
ship of the wooden bridge 
from the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District to the association.

Security inside gates
The board  formed 

the Ad Hoc Security 
Committee in May 2023 
to look at security options 
inside the gate after the 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District announced it 
would cut back on patrol 
funding following the 
rejection of Measure R 
by voters in November 
2 0 2 2 .  T h e  R a n c h o 
Murieta Association board 
appointed director Chris 
Childs as the chair, direc-
tor John Van Doren as the 
second board member and 
five residents. Community 
Services District director 
Linda Butler also partici-
pated in some meetings.

The committee met 
monthly until December 
when Childs told them 
that Community Services 
District Board President 
Tim Maybee had advised 
him that the district 
wouldn’t implement secu-
rity changes until July 
2025, which would extend 
their timeline to look at 
options. However, the 
committee stopped meet-
ing several months ago and 
no public explanation was 
provided. 

Although a report from 
the Ad Hoc Security 
Committee wasn’t agen-
dized at the May meeting, 
Childs provided an update. 
He reported that the com-
mittee was researching 
options and many legal 
issues arose. 

“So we requested legal 
opinions about whether or 
not we could use Measure 
J funding as a pass-through 
from CSD,” he said. “In 
the end, it became clear 
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Water Study Questioned  
at Fraught Town Hall Meeting

With more than 250 audience members listening, John Merchant poses many questions about the Integrated Water Master 
Plan at the May 30 town hall meeting. Photo by Gail Bullen
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Changes

Tournament organizer Serda Folk announces the Rancho Murieta Pickleball Club has raised $3,047 to benefit the Firefighters 
Burn Institute. The event was held at the Stonehouse Park pickleball courts on May 18. Photo by Gail Bullen

Pickleballers, Firefighters Fundraise for Burn Institute
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Flush from success after 
selling tickets and member-
ships at the May 19 Kick 
Off Event, Entertainment, 
Theater & Culture for 
Rancho Murieta (ETC), 
will present its first con-
cert of the season at Lake 
Clementia Amphitheater 
on Saturday, June 15.

“Who’s That Girl – The 
Ultimate Diva Experience” 
will send the audience on a 
journey through the great-
est hits of the world’s most 
beloved pop divas such as 
Madonna, Beyonce and 
Lady Gaga.

Led by three dynamic 

lead singers and backed by 
a team of talented dancers 
and musicians, the concert 
will feature hits such as 
“Vogue” to “Just Dance” to

“Crazy in Love.”
The gates open at 7 p.m. 

and the concert begins 
at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are 
priced at $25 for members 
and $35 for nonmem-
bers with a $5 surcharge if 
bought at the door. Tickets 
and memberships can be 
bought in advance at Ace 
Hardware. Children 6 and 
under attend for free.

Kick Off
Billed as a Kick Off 

Event on May 19, the sale 
of tickets and memberships 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club was actually 

a big party. Besides snag-
ging t ickets  for  the 
upcoming summer sea-
son, attendees tasted wine 
and beer, grazed on veg-
gies, cookies and cheese, 
and relished hearty hors 
d’oeuvres against a musi-
cal backdrop.

ETC Board President 
Jane Rosetta estimated that 
there was a crowd of 350 at 
the free event, marking it 
the largest crowd ever for 
the Kick Off. 

She thanked five winer-
ies for their participation: 
Karmere, Andis Wines, 
Vino Noceto, Drytown 
Cellars and Fate. In addi-
tion, Brian and Alicia 
Correia poured Valley Oak 
Brewing beer, which they 
make and donate every 

year.
The sales of member-

ships and tickets were also 
the highest ever, Rosetta 
said. Anyone who joined 
ETC or signed up to volun-
teer received a raffle ticket.

“Our new Kick Off chair, 
Brenda Allen-Booth, did 
a fantastic job collecting 
raffle baskets and we had 
more than ever this year,” 
Rosetta said. “A big thanks 
to all those who donated.”

Additionally, Drew Gray 
volunteered his deejay ser-
vices, tailoring his music to 
the concert season.

“He also had video 
screens with a phone num-
ber listed so people could 
text photos and selfies to 
the number to have them 
displayed on the screen, a 

fun idea,” Rosetta said.
Overall, attendees said 

it was the best Kick Off 
Event yet.

“It’s always a loud and 
lively event, and mov-
ing the transaction center 
to the Terrace Lounge and 
Board Room gave us a qui-
eter area so we could speak 
to customers about the 
season, answer questions 
about the membership 
levels and handle the pur-
chases efficiently,” Rosetta 
said. “It just gets better 
every year.” 

Four additional concerts 
are slated for the season. 
Cripple Creek, a country 
and southern rock band, 
will perform July 6. 

Bee Gees Gold – the 
tribute band will take the 

stage on July 27. Another 
repeat performance by 
Kalimba – The Spirit of 
Earth, Wind & Fire will be 
on tap on Aug. 17. 

The season will con-
clude on Sept. 7 with 
the Bohemian Queen – a 
Queen tribute band.

ETC concerts are exclu-
sively for Rancho Murieta 
residents and their guests. 
Residents can buy more 
tickets next weekend 
when ETC volunteers 
will sell tickets outside of 
Ace Hardware from 8 to 
10 a.m. Friday, June 14 
and from 8 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, June 15 at the 
amphitheater.

For more information, 
contact ETC at asket-
cinfo@gmail.com. � H

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our clients in 

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 44 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”
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WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests Thank
A VeteranA Veteran
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ETC Kicks Off Summer With Song, Dance and Music Concert
Photo by Gail Bullen

Photo courtesy of Jerome Keyes

Scout Troop 633 honored fallen soldiers and paid tribute to the United States flag during a flag 
retirement ceremony on Memorial Day at Lake Calero’s Memorial Grove. This year marked the 
18th time the Rancho Murieta troop had conducted the ceremony, where 200 worn and torn 
flags were respectfully burned one by one. The event took place at 6 p.m. and was attended by 
parents, five firefighters and members of the public. The ceremony included readings about the 
American flag's significance and history, complemented by patriotic bagpipe music performed 
by retired Navy Captain Chuck Jamison. In the photo above, the Scouts hold up a 17-foot flag 
before its careful disposal. In the photo at left, Griffin MacFarland and Zachary Holmes are seen 
placing a flag onto the fire. 

Troop 633 Retires Flags on Memorial Day

Who’s That Girl – The Ultimate Diva Experience is slated as 
the first ETC concert of the season on June 15 at the Lake 
Clementia Amphitheater. Courtesy photo

Steve Anderson picks up his discounted tickets at the ETC 
Kick Off on May 18. The ETC volunteers are, from left, Jim 
Moore, Cheryl McElhany, Barbara Foley and Susan Kurz. Photo 
by Gail Bullen

Attendee Teresa Wagoner admires a glass of wine that ETC 
volunteer Barbara Simas is pouring for her. Photo by Gail 
Bullen
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

that if  RMA accepts 
Measure J funding, we 
would be subject to the 
same legal codes as CSD.”

Or, as Childs explained 
after the meeting: the asso-
ciation (which is a type of 
nonprofit) would have to 
become a quasi-govern-
ment agency to accept the 
Measure J tax funding. 

“I don’t think there is the 
appetite for that,” Childs 
said.

Childs told the board 
that he, Van Doren and 
General Manager Rod 
Hart met with Community 
Services District Manager 
Mimi Morris, their oper-
ations manager and their 
attorney on May 1 to dis-
cuss the security situation.

When they asked the 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District representatives 
what the future would look 
like, they were advised 
that the district would 
announce the addition of a 
fourth patrol position to the 
2024/25 budget the follow-
ing week.  

“The obvious ques-
tion is if CSD is providing 
security next year, why do 
we need to have an RMA 
committee to discuss secu-
rity,” Childs said. “I have 
requested, as the chair of 
this committee, that RMA 
receive a full year’s notice 
from CSD if they are in 
any way pulling back from 
security, which would pro-
vide RMA plenty of time to 
research funding options.”

In  fu r ther  d i scus -
sion, Childs noted that 
several committee mem-
bers had devoted many 
hours researching codes 
and history as well as 
reaching out to other 
associations and private 
security contractors. 

“I don’t think these 
efforts will be wasted in 

the future because it is my 
personal opinion that RMA 
will be called upon done 
the road to provide secu-
rity,” Childs said.

Comedy night
D i r e c t o r  R e n e e 

Bechtold, who chairs the 
Recreation Committee, 
said her group considered 
a proposal for an Aug. 10 
comedy night at the Lake 
Clementia Amphitheater 
as a Cosumnes River 
Activities League fund-
raiser and it “was a 
delightful idea.”  She 
invited Matt Bigaman, 
the league’s co-founder, 
to the podium to answer 
questions.

Bigaman, a real estate 
a g e n t  w h o  t e a c h e s 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, and his 
wife, Meagan, created the 
league to empower youth 
through enriching activ-
ities, according to their 
website.

Bigaman expla ined 
that “Comedy Under the 
Stars” would be an adults-
only event with alcohol 
served and with ticket sales 

limited to 1,500 residents 
and guests. Following the 
ETC model for putting on 
concerts, the league will 
provide insurance, hire 
three off-duty deputies 
and an emergency medical 
technician. The league also 
will bring in food trucks.

Bigaman said the line-up 
would feature successful, 
well-known comedians 
from Sacramento who 
would offer “the type of 
humor that would fit with 
the community.” 

“There would be no 
vulgar or foul language 
because we don’t have 
any appetite for that our-
selves,” Bigaman said.

The six board mem-
bers unanimously voted in 
favor of Bechtold’s motion 
to approve comedy night. 

Rule changes
Director Pat O’Hern, 

w h o  c h a i r s  t h e 
Architectural  Review 
Committee, received unan-
imous approval to send 
proposed changes in the 
fine schedule and rules for 
fencing to the Governing 

Documents Committee 
for review. Per the sched-
ule, the fine for starting 
or performing work on a 
project without written 
approval from the commit-
tee would increase from 
$1,000 to $1,500. O’Hern 
said his committee’s prior-
ity is ensuring compliance 
and “only people who 
completely ignore us” are 
fined.

Director Tom Reimers 
presented the report from 
the Governing Documents 
Committee because its 
chair, President Scott 
Adams, couldn’t attend the 
meeting. Reimers received 
unanimous consent to send 
a proposal for a rule des-
ignating no-parking areas 
for a 30-day community 
review.  Examples of ille-
gal parking under the rule 

would be parking where 
the curbs are painted red 
or within 15 feet of a fire 
hydrant.

Reserve 
expenditures

At the request of the 
general manager, the board 
approved spending $9,971 
for a new plotter for archi-
tectural manager Mark 
Parson and $3,350 for a 
three-year reserve study. 
The board also approved 
requests from director 
Danny Carillo, who chairs 
the maintenance commit-
tee, to spend $6,232 to 
replace 107 stop and street 
signs and to spend $6,223 
to paint the exterior of the 
RMA building. The money 
will come from reserves.

In other business:   
The board approved an 

agreement to transfer the 
wooden bridge ownership 
from Community Services 
District to Rancho Murieta 
Association, in what Hart 
described as a formal-
ity. When the bridge was 
being constructed in the 
2000s, the district took 
over its ownership to make 
it easier to go through the 
environmental process. 
By doing so, the dis-
trict saved the association 
about $300,000, audi-
ence member Mike Martel 
pointed out. Transferring 
the ownership back to the 
association has been tied 
up in legalities for years.  

Van Doren, who is one 
of the two Rancho Murieta 
Association representatives 
on the Parks Committee, 
reported on the group’s last 
meeting on May 2. See the 
May 10 issue of the River 
Valley Times for a report 
about the meeting that 
included a heated dispute 
about constructing a pedes-
trian trail in the Residences 
East subdivision.

Bechtold reported that 
the Recreation Committee 
was asked to review 
the Sports Field Use 
Agreement.  However, 
after her committee found 
some errors in the docu-
ment, Bechtold received 
board approval to send it to 
the Governing Documents 
Committee for review.

In public comments, 
resident Dave Thomas 
commended the Rancho 
Mur ie t a  Assoc ia t ion 
Board and Maintenance 
Department because the 
midge flies at Laguna 
Joaquin are nearly gone. 
“The next challenge is get-
ting rid of the goose poop,” 
he said.  

The RMA's next board 
meeting will be at 6:30 
p.m. June 18. � H

RMA Covers Security, Events, Rule Changes

Director Chris Childs provides an update about security 
operations behind the gates at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meeting on May 21. He said the association 
will not assume the responsibility any time soon. Photos by 
Gail Bullen

Matt Bingaman, the Consumnes River Activity Leagues co-
founder, explains plans for a comedy night. 

Continued from page 1
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in recycled water.
S t ephen  Boo th ,  a 

Communi ty  Serv ices 
District director, moder-
ated the town hall. Booth 
became quite assertive at 
times, insisting that audi-
ence members come to the 
podium to make a com-
ment rather than grousing 
from their seats.  

Also on the panel were 
Travis Bohannon, the dis-
trict’s acting operations 
manager, Ryan Stolfus, 
the district’s water rights 
attorney, Andrew Ramos, 
the district’s counsel, and 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris.

Booth said he had 
received numerous emails 
from residents asking that 
their three-minute com-
ments be ceded to audience 
members John Merchant 
and Janis Eckard. Both 
spoke at length. 

Merchant resigned from 
the Community Services 
District board last year to 
focus on water and related 
issues as the vice-presi-
dent of Saving Our Lakes 
& Open Spaces (SOLOS). 
It’s a community action 
group that supports respon-
sible development.

Eckard has been an 
outspoken critic of past 
water studies, particu-
larly in 2010 and 2016, 
which Maddaus helped 
prepare. Eckhard has 
raised many questions 
about the assumptions 
used in the current study, 
which she presented to 
the Community Services 
District Board a couple of 
times earlier this year.

FAQs
However, none of her 

questions were answered 
until just before the town 
hall meeting. That’s when 
56 new FAQs (frequently 
asked questions) were 

posted to the district’s 
website on the section ded-
icated to the Integrated 
Water Master Plan. The 
FAQs were also distributed 
as an 11-page handout just 
before the meeting began. 

Merchant expressed 
frustration about the late 
appearance of the FAQs, 
saying he didn’t have time 
to read them before com-
menting at the meeting. He 
said it was the third time 
that material promised 10 
days in advance before 
didn’t show up until the 
last minute. 

Following the meeting, 
the River Valley Times 
asked Morris the sources 
of questions and answers 
in the FAQs. The gen-
eral manager said that of 
the 56 questions, 29 came 
from Eckard, five from 
Cookie Whalen, and 10 
from Booth. The remain-
ing questions were posed 
by eight board members 
and four members of the 
public.

M o r r i s  s a i d  t h a t 
she, Maddaus, Scalas, 
Bohannon and Michael 
Fritschi, who has resigned 
as the director of oper-
at ions,  answered the 
questions. 

“It was a lot of work to 
answer the questions suc-
cinctly and accurately,” 
Morris said.

Development
After some audience 

members opposed fur-
ther development because 
of the effect on water, 
Booth said he wanted to 
clarify that any subdivi-
sion approval decisions 
would be made by the 
Sacramento County Board 
of Supervisors, not the 
district. 

Howeve r,  Eckha rd 
pointed out that the dis-
trict is required to submit 
a water supply assessment 

to the county planners 
before any decision can 
be made. This assess-
ment won’t happen until 
after the Integrated Water 
Master Plan is completed, 
according to a report 
Merchant has posted to 
the Saving Our Lakes & 
Open Spaces website. He 
was a Community Services 
District director at the 
time of the meeting with 
planners.

The strongest statement 
opposing the proposed 
Rancho North develop-
ment came from rancher 
and attorney Stan Van 
Vleck, who requested that 
his letter be read at the 
meeting

Although he respects 
Carol Ward Anderson for 
her contributions to the 
community. Van Vleck 
opposes her Rancho North 
development. 

“Unfortunately, this 
project is not good for the 
community,” Van Vleck 
said. 

Nor would it be good for 
him. 

“Adding the  addi-
t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t 
without sufficient water in 
the Cosumnes River harms 
our ability to irrigate our 
lands, which we use to 
feed and water our cattle 
during the spring and fall 
months,” his letter said.

Other objections came 
from audience members 

Mark l in  Brown and 
Roger Formanek. Brown 
said it was time to con-
sider a moratorium on 
development. 

Formanek, a retired state 
attorney who is licensed as 
an engineering geologist, 
said the district can’t give 
new hookups to a devel-
oper unless they can bring 
the water and related infra-
structure “so that burden 
doesn’t go with the people 
who are in this jurisdiction 
today.”

Maddaus pointed out that 
developers must pay infra-
structure augmentation 
fees for every connec-
tion in Rancho Murieta  In 
addition, the developers 
made advance payments 
to upgrade the water treat-
ment plant. Maddaus said 
that was “extraordinarily 
rare,” compared to other 
communities.

Ward
The last audience mem-

ber to address development 
was Ward. 

“I’m not your enemy 
here. When we bought the 
development, it was for 
1,200 homes but we went 
down to 697, she said. 
“We’ve looked very care-
fully at this property on the 
other side of the lakes and 
it probably doesn’t need to 
be built up.”

After  the audience 
reacted with loud applause, 

Ward told them she had her 
kids and horses in the com-
munity and wanted to work 
together to find solutions. 

“We are looking at sen-
sitive areas, and we are 
bringing in people who 
want to make this a won-
derful place to live and to 
bring our property values,” 
she said. “We want to save 
the country club and the 
golf courses.”

The River Valley Times 
emailed Ward after the 
meeting to ask if she was 
reconsidering the develop-
ment of Villages D, E, F 
and G on the other side of 
the reservoirs. 

“Yes, there are areas in 
D, E. F and G that may 
be more beneficial to the 
community than building 
houses,“ she said. “We are 
actively looking at alterna-
tives in these areas.”

Ward said they are 
acutely aware that the 
country club and shop-
ping center need about 800 
new rooftops to support 
them. However, with the 
Residences East and West 
subdivision constructing 
198 lots, “It softens the 
need for homes in D, E, F 
and G,” Ward said. 

Merchant
Merchant delved into 

the details to explain 
why using Clementia for 
drinking water won’t be 
feasible. “Number one, it 
will be very expensive. 
Number two, it will be very 
time-consuming. Number 
three, when you have pro-
tests to that change in 
the water rights, it multi-
ples both the time and the 
money exponentially.”

Merchant also ques-
tioned the explanation 
of the water rights in the 
Phase 1 story map. He dis-
agrees with how much 
water can be stored in 
the three reservoirs after 

the Department of Water 
Resources resolved a pro-
test from downstream 
farmers in 1979.

Merchant also contended 
that houses built on the 
other side of the reservoirs 
would  block essential 
drainage into Clementia. 
He  a l so  ques t ioned 
whether the Consumnes 
River would remain a sus-
tainable water supply for a 
population of 9,500 at full 
buildout.

Eckard
Eckard questioned the 

numbers used in the cur-
rent plan for the current 
water supply since it is 
about the same number 
as in the 2010 study, how 
the figures for the future 
amount of recycled water 
were computed and the 
conservation rate percent-
ages used in the past and 
current studies.

“I’m asking each and 
every one of you to write 
letters, call and talk to the 
board of directors. Tell 
them it is time to have Lisa 
clean up her study and get 
the data corrected,” Eckard 
said.

Solomons
Myrna and Jay Solomon, 

who were also ceded extra 
time, went into detail about 
the unfeasibility of ground-
water wells. 

Maddaus 
Maddaus was the last to 

speak at the meeting. She 
said she appreciated the 
comments even though 
some had been against her 
personally. 

“I am not here to put 
f r a u d u l e n t  n u m b e r s 
together for you. Neither is 
Dan or his team,” she said. 
“We are all engineers and 
professionals.”

The crowd applauded 
her comments. � H

JULY 13 & 14, 2024
CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com 

BUY TICKETS NOW!

180 Monthly Payments of $8.17 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $6.16 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.500% 5.80% 6.250% 6.44%

NMLSR ID 479256

Serving our local communities for over 65 years!

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Of� ces of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Of� ce is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Continued from page 1

Water Study Questioned at Fraught Town Hall Meeting

Developer Carol Anderson Ward, left, says her investment 
group might not need to develop homes on the other side 
of the reservoirs. Audience member Janis Eckard, right, 
questions some assumptions in the current study. Photos by 
Gail Bullen
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Hymn Sing Slated June 9

Love to sing the traditional hymns? 
Join the hymn sing at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Church on Sunday, June 9 at 
5:30 p.m. A dessert reception will follow. 

Church Sponsors Fireworks Sale
Buy your fireworks at Bel Air Plaza 

from Friday, June 28, to Wednesday, 
July 3 and support the Rancho Murieta 
Community Church's Day by Day Youth 
Program and Elk Grove Young Life as 
they fundraise for school year programs 
and camp scholarships. 

Want to help the cause? Two-hour vol-
unteer signups are at  rmchurch.org/
events.

Kiwanis Slates July 4  
Pancake Breakfast

The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta’s 
annual 4th of July Pancake Breakfast will 
be on Thursday, July 4 at Stonehouse Park. 

Breakfast, including pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, juice, water, coffee and tea, will 
be served from 7 to 9:30 a.m. July 4. 

Adult tickets are $6 and children age 5 
and under are free. Tickets bought at the 
event will be $9.  Tickets can be purchased 
in advance at the RMA Office from June 
17 through July 3. RMA hours are 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Mondays through Fridays. Cash 
and checks are only accepted at RMA.  

Tickets will also be sold at The Local 
Bean from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 29 and 
June 30. Cash, checks and credit cards 
payments will be accepted. Or buy tickets 
at the Kiwanis Club website at www.rmki-
wanis.org from June 17 through July 3. 
Like the Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta 
Facebook page for real-time updates.  

Fun Run Slated July 4 in RM
The 44th annual 4th of July Fun Run 

is open to all runners, joggers, dog walk-
ers, stroller pushers. The course is a little 
under three miles and there is a shorter 
course for walkers. Erin Baily of Murieta 
Health Club is again the sponsor. 

The adult race starts at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Gazebo on the north.  There is also a 
kids’ run (10 and under) that starts at 8:15  
a.m. at the park across from the Gazebo. 
Any questions, call John McNamee at 
916-206-3246.

Rancho Murieta Community 
Church Slates Bible School

The Rancho Murieta Community 
Church will present Vacation Bible School 
between July 22 and 26 for kids ages 2 
through sixth-grade. Registration opened 
June 1. 

This event always sells out so reg-
ister early. The cost is $25 per child. 
Scholarships are available. 

Information and registration are at 
rmchurch.org/events.

Rancho Murieta Community 
Church Sponsors Youth Group
Is your child an incoming seventh- to 

12th-grader? Bring them to Youth Group 
at the Rancho Murieta Community Church 
on Wednesday nights. Incoming sev-
enth- to eighth-graders meet from 6 to 
7:30 p.m., incoming ninth- to 12th-grad-
ers meet from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the church. 
There are games, hang out groups and 
great conversation. Check out the website 
at rmchurch.org for dates when the church 
members will be away at camp or offsite.

ETC to Offer Scholarship  
Essay Contest

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture for 
Rancho Murieta (ETC) is sponsoring its 
annual essay contest for graduating high 
school seniors who live in Rancho Murieta 
North or South. 

The winner will be awarded a $2,000 
scholarship, which will go directly to 
the college or trade school she or he will 
attend in the fall of 2024 or spring of 2025 
for application toward tuition and fees. 

Essays must address one of three 
questions: 
1. How have Technology, Artificial 

Intelligence and Social Media influenced 
the arts for the better or for the worse?
2. What is it about the arts that sets your 
soul on fire? 
3.  How do the arts (dance, music, visual 
art, theater) and cultural events improve 
our society? 

Essays must be 550 to 600 words in 
length and entries must be postmarked 
by May 30. The contest winner will be 
announced on July 27 at Lake Clementia 
amphitheater prior to the concert. 

The application form with contest 
rules is available at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Building or by request at 
stephslaus2@ranchomurieta.org. 

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture is a 
nonprofit organization of volunteers that 
provides entertainment events for the 
Rancho Murieta community.

 In addition to giving back to the 
Rancho Murieta community through 
the Entertainment, Theatre & Culture 
Essay Contest Scholarship Program, 
Entertainment, Theatre & Culture has con-
tributed to numerous community causes 
including Cosumnes River Little League 
and Summerfest.

 For more information about the schol-
arship program or other Entertainment, 
Theatre & Culture philanthropic efforts, 
contact Stephanie Stanislaus, philanthropy 
chair at 916-354-0901. � H

UPDATEUPDATE

SMUD News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, 
CA (MPG) - The SMUD Shine 
Awards’ application period 
opened for nonprofit organiza-
tions June 1 and runs through 
July 31. The Shine Awards pro-
gram is designed to improve and 
revitalize communities in the 
Sacramento region.

Proposals should focus on 
projects that support zero carbon 
workforce development, envi-
ronmental justice and equity, 
inclusive economic development 
and STEM education. Shine 

projects align with SMUD’s 
Clean Energy Vision, which is 
to eliminate all carbon emissions 
from the power supply by 2030.

Shine awards l range from 
$5,000 to $100,000 and are very 
competitive. Any incorporated 
nonprofit organization within 
SMUD’s service area is eligi-
ble to apply. Shine awards are 
available at three funding levels: 
Spark (up to $10,000), Amplifier 
(up to $50,000) and Transformer 
(up to $100,000). Applications 
will be accepted through July 31.

While SMUD will consider 
a broad variety of potential 

projects, it is primarily inter-
ested in proposals that promote 
the 2030 Clean Energy Vision. 
That includes utilizing clean 
energy solutions, advancing 
zero carbon workforce devel-
opment and training, promoting 
energy efficiency, energy con-
servation and greenhouse gas 
reduction particularly in diverse 
and under-resourced commu-
nities (environmental justice 
and equity), supporting inclu-
sive economic development 
and involving clean energy 
education related to energy effi-
ciency, renewable energy or 

related Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) 
fields.

SMUD will host multiple tech-
nical assistance webinar sessions 
about Shine and the applica-
tion process. A registration link 
and application can be found on 
smud.org/Shine.

This  past  year,  SMUD 
awarded more than $583,000 in 
Shine funding to 29 local non-
profits. SMUD received a wide 
range of applications, and the 
selected projects were able to 
successfully demonstrate col-
laboration and the potential for 

broad community impact.
Each year, SMUD contrib-

utes approximately $3 million 
in financial support and in-kind 
services to community-based 
organizations. SMUD will con-
tinue to support healthy, vibrant, 
and economically sustainable 
neighborhoods for all custom-
ers, with a special focus toward 
improving equity in the region 
through SMUD’s Sustainable 
Communities program.

For more information about the 
SMUD Shine program, including 
a list of previous winners, visit 
smud.org/Shine.� H

SMUD’s Shine Program Accepting Applications

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
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Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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 - F
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in 
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99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs MAC Industries

DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Announcements

Autos Wanted

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous year-
end tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Hardworking, tender-hearted, 
Christian woman available for 
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-283-1427

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000Jobs

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Painting

Advertise in your 
local  

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

Painting

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

Beautiful Waterproof Vinyl & 
Laminate Flooring Installa-
tion. All Materials In Stock! 36 
Years Experience! License 
#1023377. Call Josip for Free 
Estimate! (916) 215-7558
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Landscaping

Miscellaneous

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Cable Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Concrete

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk 
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to 
monitor investment activities, 
ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and 
client guidelines. High School 
Diploma, two years job related 
experience and Computer 
Skills, Proficient with MS Office 
required. Salary $54,059 per 
year. To apply, email resume 
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

Help Wanted

PRESSURE 
WASHING

Landscaping

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 866-675-2404 (Cal-SCAN)

2000 Audi TT has 59,000 
miles & in good condition. 

Asking price $11,500.00 and 
willing to negotiate. Call 209- 
712-1359 with a serious and 

reasonable offer. 
For Sale 53’ Semi Trailer Ex-
cellent Condition. Asking 60k 
OBO. Call - (916) 952-9689

Autos for Sale

Cellular Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

Find Back Issues at  
TheRiverValleyTimes.com

I’m still on a Baltic Sea cruise this week 
with Holland America. It’s been good 
sailing, but I carry motion sickness med-
ication just in case.

I wonder if that medication would have 
helped me some years ago when I went to 
my doctor hoping for a simple steroid shot 
for the bursitis in my shoulder.

(Stop me if I’ve told you this story 
before because I think I may have.)

As the nurse smeared the injection site 
with disinfectant and placed a surgical 
drape over my shoulder, it was clear that 
this wasn’t going to be a plain old shot.

To mask my anxiety, I started cracking 
jokes.

“Will this steroid buff me up and help 
me play amazing baseball?” I asked.

The doctor seemed unamused as she 
began reciting the list of things that could 
possibly go wrong. It was simple things 
such as nerve damage, infections and 
twitching.

“Don’t worry,” she said as I eyed the 

door, “we’ve never had a problem.”
Easy for her to say. She was on the giv-

ing end of the three-inch needle.
“Do you mind if I sing a hymn?” I 

asked.
“No, go right ahead,” she said.
I began to hum, “Shall We Gather at 

the River?” but her glare suggested that I 
change that tune.

A few moments later, as she began the 
deep injection, I had a news flash. To be 
more precise, a hot flash.

“Simple” quickly became complicated. 
“I think I’m going to faint,” I said. It felt 
like severe motion sickness.

“Lie down,” the doctor advised, “and 
don’t forget to breathe.”

Breathing wasn’t my problem at that 
moment; it was my hearing that felt 
impaired. I’ve always heard that hearing 
was the last thing to go before you die.

Then came a muffled question from the 
nursing assistant. “Do you feel your heart 
beating faster?”

“I don’t think so,” I whined as I felt her 
offering her hand. I’d always heard that 
in a near-death experience, someone will 
take your hand and walk you through a 
tunnel toward the light.

“Your pulse is slowing a bit, but don’t 
worry,” the doctor reported, “I think 
you’re having a vagal response.”

“What’s a vagal response?” I asked.
I didn’t hear an immediate answer, so I 

persisted.
“Is that some kind of anaphylactic 

shock?”
I wanted her to know I knew some 

medical lingo. Anaphylactic shock is a 
life-threatening condition where blood 
pressure becomes too low to sustain life.

I wondered if it might be the kind of 
thing that often precipitates near-death 
experiences.

“Lord,” I silently prayed, “if this is 
going to be a near-death deal, please send 
me back before my column deadline.”

I was imagining the headline: “Chaplain 
Reports Existence of God After Near-
death Experience.”

It was definitely Pulitzer-Prize stuff; but 
as I thought about it, I wasn’t sure I was 
ready for an exclusive with the Holy. So, 
I nodded to the doctor and pronounced, 
“We’re done here.”

Nevertheless, I did learn a few things.
First, I learned that sometimes the best 

evidence we have of God’s existence is 

the warm hand of another. Thankfully, this 
means that God will always have a pulse, 
even when I don’t.

Second, I think maybe sometimes we 
need to allow God to find us through 
the kindness of others. I was looking for 
God down that tunnel and, while I didn’t 
see God, I did see someone who showed 
compassion.

In other words, God showed up and she 
was wearing scrubs.

The third thing I learned is the definition 
of a “vagal response.”

“A vagal response,” my doctor 
explained as she called me back from the 
proverbial tunnel of white light, “is pretty 
much like fainting.”

“We’ll have to try this next week. I’ll 
get you a prescription for Xanax for your 
anxiety.”

Wow. I guess searching for faith isn’t 
for the faint of heart.

Headline: “Chaplain faints again, misses 
deadline.”

Send comments to 10556 Combie Rd. 
Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 95602. Email 
comment@thechaplain.net or message at 
(843) 608-9715.�  H

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Searching for Faith Isn’t 
for the Faint of Heart
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CALL-A-PRO
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Expanding from 
Lodi to 

Rancho Murieta

• Investment Management
• Tax Preparation

• Our Firm has 3 Licensed 
Tax Professionals

• 38 Years Experience

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242 
www.allocyfi nancialservices.com

alocy@allocyfi nancialservices.com
(209) 334-3999  |  (800) 456-Locy (5629)

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7, 
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance 
Needs

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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CALL-A-PRO

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

THE LAW OFFICE OF
JOHN QUIRING

John R. Quiring
Attorney at Law
TRUSTS, WILLS, PROBATE 
& BUSINESS LAW
Notary Services Available
14670 Cantova Way, Suite 233
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
john@quiringlaw.net
916.794.6279

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!
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standing in line at Bel Air 
and mentioned her grand-
son’s pickleball playing. 
They said they also played 
pickleball inside their fire-
house although it wasn’t 
ideal. Folk asked why they 
weren’t using the courts at 
Stonehouse Park.

Folk said that Sac Metro 
Capt. Mike Schanzenback 
liked the idea so much 
that he added pickleball 
as an on-duty exercise 
option. The idea for the 
tournament evolved as the 
firefighters began play-
ing with pickleball club 
members.

The tournament attracted 
40 players, including pick-
leball club members and 
10 to 11 firefighters. In 
fact, Schanzenbach was a 
member of the team that 
took first place. Following 
the tournament, Folk pre-
sented the winnings to Joe 
Pick, executive director of 
the burn institute. Pick also 
gratefully accepted a $500 
check from Angelo Lutz, 
president of the Rancho 
Murieta Kiwanis Club.

At the same time the 
tournament was going on, 
the Kiwanians hosted les-
sons for children across 
the street in the basketball 
court. Jan Tarantino orga-
nized the program that 
attracted eight youngsters. 

Pick, who has been 
executive director of the 
burn institute since 2021, 
isn’t a stranger in Rancho 
Murieta. When he was 
a fire captain at Station 
59 for three years, Pick 
began participating in the 
annual Murieta Village 
Christmas Golf Parade, 
wearing a Santa outfit and 
an old-fashioned fire hel-
met. Pick came back nine 
more years, after he trans-
ferred to another station 
and then retired. He always 
recruited the on-duty fire-
fighters to participate and 
in 2021 brought the fire 
institute truck and float to 
the village to take part in 
the 2021 golf cart parade.

Boots, a certified ther-
apy dog, accompanied 
Pick to the pickleball tour-
nament. The miniature 
Goldendoodle came to 

the Hearts 4 Heroes pro-
gram that places therapy 
dogs in firehouses. Boots 
has an even bigger mis-
sion accompanying Pick as 
he visits burn patients and 
participates in many insti-
tute events. 

Boots gains even more 
fame by posting to his own 
Instagram account. Pick 
said that his wife, Linda 
Parrinella, is the dog’s 
ghostwriter.

Because he is “espe-
cially moved” by pediatric 
burn patients, Pick is proud 
of two institute events at 
Camp Arroyo in Livermore 
that make their lives 
happier. 

T h e  f i r s t  i s  t h e 
Firefighters Kids Camp, 
which benefits burn sur-
vivors from ages 6 to 17, 
and will be held this year 
from uly 2 to July 7. The 

three-day Little Heroes 
Family burn camp from 
Nov. 1 to Nov. 3 will help 
burn survivors ages 1 to 6 
and their caregivers. 

The burn institute also 
hosted the Adult Burn 
Survivor Recovery Retreat 
in South Lake Tahoe 
last April and mobilizes 
teams to help burn-injured 
firefighters. 

Other institute activities 
include burn prevention 
programs at schools, com-
munity events and the 
Camp Smokey exhibit 
at the California State 
Fair. Burn survivors, fire-
fighters and burn team 
professionals can also win 
scholarships.

Pick said the burn 
institute’s best-known 
fundraiser is the “Fill the 
Boot for Burns,” which 
is held at the corner of 

Sunrise Boulevard and 
Greenback Lane in Citrus 
Heights in February in 
conjunction with National 
Burn Awareness Week. 
Many fire departments 
throughout Northern and 
Central California also 
hold satellite boot drives to 

support the cause.
In 2010, the UC Davis 

Medical Center’s burn unit 
underwent expansion and 
renamed the Firefighters 
Burn Institute Regional 
Burn Center after the 
burn institute raised $2 
million, mostly with Fill 

the Boots campaigns. In 
linked but separate pro-
grams, the UC Davis unit 
treats burn patients 18 and 
older and Shriners Hospital 
for Children Northern 
California provides free 
care to children under 18 
years. � H

A popular Santa figure in Murieta Village and a retired Station 59 Sacramento Metropolitan 
Fire District (Sac Metro) captain, Joe Pick is now the executive director of the burn institute. 
His assistant is Boots the therapy dog.

Joe Pick thanks Kiwanis Club President Angelo Lutz for an additional $500 donation.

Summerfest Spray Park Opens  
for the Season on May 18

The weather is perfect and spirits are high as Opening Day unfolds at the Summerfest Spray 
Park in Riverview Park on May 18. Sponsored by the Rancho Murieta Association Recreation 
Committee, the event featured volunteers serving 220 hot dogs, popcorn, cotton candy, and 
snow cones. In the photo above, siblings Blake and Phillip Cooper are seen testing the water, 
while the photo on the right shows a crowd lined up for cotton candy. Photos by Gail Bullen

Pickleballers, Firefighters Fundraise for Burn Institute

Taking first place in the tournament are, from left, Becky Beer, Greg Brown, Mike Schanzenbach 
and Cookie Whalen. Schanzenbach is a Sac Metro Station 59 captain who authorized pickleball 
as an on-duty activity to meet physical fitness requirements. Photos by Gail Bullen

Continued from page 1

Taking part in Kiwanis-sponsored pickleball lessons for kids are, from left, Luke Donnalley, Ryder Clark and Isabel Whaley. The lessons took place across the street 
on the basketball court. 

Joe Pick directs traffic as the annual Christmas Golf Cart 
Parade winds through Murieta Village on Dec. 11, 2021. 
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Despite steady rain, the 
annual Rancho Murieta 
annual shredding event 
proceeded smoothly in the 
RMA parking lot on May 
4. 

This year, Scout Troop 
633 took over the event 
from the Rancho Murieta 
Optimist Club.

After organizing the 
event for eight years, the 
Optimists handed it over to 
the Scouts when the club 
disbanded earlier this year. 
Scout leader Paul Miller 
said the Scouts had learned 
the routine from helping 
out at two prior shredding 
events.

“We did everything 
like the Optimists and the 

event was nearly flawless,” 
he said. “A big thanks to 
Optimists Renee Bechtold 
and Melinda Martell for 
helping with the pre-event 
details.”

Miller reported that 
approximately 600 boxes 
of paperwork were shred-
ded this year. The cost 
was $10 for a standard 
office box, although some 

residents, such as Chuck 
Hays, donated more. Hays 
appreciated the conve-
nience of shredding tax 
records as soon as they 
turn seven years old.

Miller said they antici-
pated the rain and brought 
three pop-up shelters.

Nevertheless, "We were 
surprised by how much 
rain there was," he said.

Although they managed 
to keep the paperwork 
and cardboard boxes dry 
for the most part, some 
Scouts became drenched 
while directing traffic and 
unloading boxes from 
vehicles. Eight Scouts and 
eight adults participated in 
the event.

Miller said the shredding 

event was an excellent 
fundraiser, with the pro-
ceeds going into “Scout 
Bucks” accounts to help 
cover  summer  camp 
expenses.

Realtor Karen Hoberg 
was a generous spon-
sor and Bel Air Market 
accepted all the cardboard 
generated by the event.

Similar to their pumpkin 
sales and car washes, the 
shredding event provided 
valuable work experience 
for the Scouts.

“For many of them, 
it's the first time they've 
worked in a formal setting, 
taking responsibility for 
everything from setup to 
tear down,” Miller said. �H

Call Call (916) 619-8189(916) 619-8189 to advertise with us today! to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times •• Messenger Publishing Group Messenger Publishing Group

Steady Rain Doesn’t Impede 
Annual RM Shredding Event

Scouts such as Alex Hoberg bear the brunt of the rain as they unload vehicles and direct traffic. 
Photos by Gail Bullen

Despite steady rain, the annual shredding event went off as 
scheduled in the RMA parking lot on May 11. Scout Troop 633 
organized the event. 

* Sale applies to all indicated products except for “Special Buys”, “Mega Clearance” and Serta Premium products. Sale prices not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  
† Select items imported. See store for details. Allow time for delivery on most items. Sale ends 6/16/2024. 

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

Mon - Fri 10am – 6pm  
Sat 10am – 6pm • Sun 11am – 6pm

217808
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AIRELOOM BEDDING
ARCHBOLD
BASSETT

BEST HOME FURNISHINGS
BRIARWOOD
BROOKSIDE

FUSION DESIGNS
GREEN GABLES

HILLTOP HICKORY
KINCAID UPHOLSTERY

MARSHFIELD FURNITURE   
OAK DESIGN

OMNIA FURNITURE
PREMIER FURNISHINGS

ROWE FURNITURE
SAM MOORE

SERTA
SIMPLY AMISH

STANTON †
STICKLEY FINE UPHOLSTERY

STICKLEY FURNITURE †
TRAILWAY

TREND MANOR
VAUGHAN-BASSETT

WESLEY ALLEN
Y&T WOODCRAFT

All Made in the USA products are on sale!*
Transform your living space with Naturwood Home Furnishings’ huge selection of quality furniture proudly made in the USA! From luxurious 

sofas to elegant dining sets, you’ll SAVE on Naturwood’s unmatched quality and selection of American-made furniture. Visit us today and enjoy 
unbeatable prices on our stunning collections!*

188530

274151

MADE IN THE U.S.A.
w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  P a r t s

SALESALE

Sacramento County Department of 
Water Resources News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
Sacramento County Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) is continuing its annual 
eco-friendly program to combat over-
growth in detention basins to prevent the 
potential for flooding in the unincorpo-
rated parts of the County. 

Starting on May 21, Billy Goat Gruff 
and hundreds of his hungriest friends will 

converge on five separate locations over 
the next five weeks to help reduce the 
flood threat from overgrown grass and 
weeds.  

Most of the County’s flood prevention 
efforts occur during the spring and sum-
mer months before the rains fall again. 
Left unattended overgrowth could block 
water flow from heavy rains, resulting in 
street flooding. 

This is the twelfth year these contractors 
have been utilized as an effective force to 

ensure the creeks and detention basins are 
clear for the upcoming storm season. This 
year, 300 goats and sheep will be casually 
dining as they rotate through five different 
locations.  

The areas chosen for the contractor’s 
dining experience will include Arcade 
Creek at Evergreen Estates: Winding Way 
at Auburn Blvd – 4.4 Acres, Arcade Creek 
at Kenneth Avenue: N/O Burl Way – 3.4 
Acres, Arcade Creek at White Fir Way: 
E/O Garfield Ave – 2 Acres, Ottoman 

Hills Detention Basin: Main Avenue at 
Wiltshire Way – .7 Acres, and Strawberry 
Creek at Calvine Road: East & West of 
Auberry Drive – 7.7 Acres. 

Residents near the projects received 
postcards letting them know about the 
cost-effective approach to flood preven-
tion work. An onsite herder and trained 
dogs accompany the dining party 24 hours 
a day to ensure they are cared for, kept on 
task, don’t wander off, and offer Thousand 
Island or Blue Cheese, if requested. � H

Four-Legged Seasonal Help Brought in To Fight Flooding 


