
Sacramento Yolo 
Mosquito and Vector 
Control District 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, 
CA (MPG) - On June 10, 
the Sacramento-Yolo 
Mosquito and Vector 
Control District con-
firmed that the first 
mosquito sample of the 
season has tested posi-
tive for West Nile virus 
(WNV).  The mosquito 
sample was collected from 
the city of Sacramento, 
in the area of south Land 
Park in close proximity 
to the first positive bird 
reported last week. "As 
we expected, the very 
warm weather we've had 
recently increased the 
number of mosquitoes and 
accelerated virus activ-
ity," said Gary Goodman, 
District Manager. "It's 
important for residents to 
take these findings seri-
ously and do everything 
they can to protect them-
selves," added Goodman.  
As part of the laboratory 
results received today, 

two dead birds also tested 
positive for the disease. 
Other counties through-
out the state have also 
started to report West Nile 
virus activity. Last year in 
California, there were 433 
confirmed human cases of 
the disease, including 19 
fatalities. 

 The detection of this 
recent WNV activity is 
evidence that the disease 
is present, and the public 
should take proper pre-
cautions to stay protected. 
"Summer is around the 
corner and as more people 
enjoy outdoor activities, 
it's important to remember 

that the best protection 
against mosquito bites is 
an effective insect repel-
lent," said Goodman. 
Residents are also encour-
aged to report dead birds, 
neglected pools and other 
mosquito problems.

As a response to the 
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Birds Tests Positive for West Nile Virus

Lab director Sarah Wheeler tests a dead bird for signs of disease. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Yolo 
Mosquito and Vector Control District
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Unsheltered 
Homelessness 

Decreases 
41 Percent in 
Sacramento

Sacramento City 
Express News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- The number of people 
living outdoors in the city 
and county of Sacramento 
plunged 41 percent between 
2022 and 2024, one of the 
largest decreases in home-
lessness statewide.

The biennial Point-in-
Time Count released June 5 
by the nonprofit Sacramento 
Steps Forward found that 
overa l l  homelessness , 
including those living in 
emergency shelters, fell by 
29 percent compared to the 
count two years ago.

S a c r a m e n t o  S t e p s 
Forward coordinates com-
munity-level efforts to 
end homelessness. Every 
two years, it recruits hun-
dreds of volunteers to go 
out and count people who 
are unhoused throughout 
Sacramento County. This 
year’s count, on Jan. 24 and 
25, found 3,944 people liv-
ing unsheltered, down from 
6,664 people identified in 
the 2022 count.

The total number of 
unhoused people counted, 
including those in shel-
ter and temporary housing, 
dropped by 29 percent from 
9,278 to 6,615.

“These results are truly 
outstanding and, undeniably, 
reflect Sacramento city and 
county’s ‘all in’ approach 
to addressing this crisis,” 
said Lisa Bates, CEO of 
Sacramento Steps Forward.

Leaders from Sacramento 
city and county said the 
decrease in unsheltered 
homelessness reflected 
the tens of millions of dol-
lars invested by both local 
governments in standing 
up new emergency shel-
ter beds and permanent 
supportive housing units, 
and an increasingly coor-
d i n a t e d  r e s p o n s e  t o 
sharing resources and 
responsibilities.

“There are still too many 
people who are homeless 
for us to declare victory 
but maybe homelessness is 
not so intractable after all,” 
said Sacramento Mayor 
Darrell Steinberg. “The 41% 
reduction in unsheltered 
homelessness is dramatic 
and affirms that the steady 
course we set seven years 
ago to address this state and 
national crisis is working.”

Dis t r i c t  2  Coun ty 
S u p e r v i s o r  P a t r i c k 
Kennedy also cited the 
work the county has been 
doing, including open-
ing two Safe Stay sleeping 
cabin communities in 
his district. A Safe Stay 
community now under 
construction on Stockton 
Boulevard in the city of 
Sacramento will include 
tiny homes provided to the 
city by the state. It will be 

RLHS Names New Sports Complex
Honors Beloved Community Member Bob Bastian

By Annie Kerr

RIO LINDA, CA (MPG) - The 
naming of Rio Linda High 
School's new baseball/soft-
ball complex is official. 

Twin Rivers Unified 
School District announced 
on May 23 that the com-
plex will now be known as 
the Bob Bastian Baseball 
and Softball Complex, 
honoring the cherished 
memory of the late Twin 
Rivers school board mem-
ber and overall Rio Linda 
hero who died in 2022 at 
age 88. 

Trustee Stacey Bastian 
(his daughter), her children 
and Bastian’s wife, Susan 
Bastian, attended the May 
21 school board meeting 
when the vote was taken 
and “were deeply moved” 
by this touching recog-
nition, according to the 

school district.
Bastian was widely 

known and adored in the 
Rio Linda community. 
Born and raised in the 
area, Bastian served his 

hometown his entire life. 
He had a passion for edu-
cation and worked in the 
Rio Linda School District, 
taught at Lincoln High 
School and later served 

the Twin Rivers Unified 
School District. 

In 1982, Bastian became 
the Rio Linda Education 
Association chair. In 1995, 
he was named Citizen 
of the Year due to his 
extensive amounts of com-
munity service. His list of 
contributions to the com-
munity only continues. 

In addition, Bastian 
had a profound impact 
on the Rio Linda/Elverta 
Historical Society. 

“Bob Bastian was one of 
the 10 founding members 
of the Rio Linda/Elverta 
Historical Society in 1991. 
He made it possible for 
us to hold meetings in the 
Rio Linda Schools and he 
became our first president,” 
said Joyce Buckland, Rio 
Linda/Elverta Historical 
Society treasurer. “He 

The Bob Bastian Baseball and Softball Complex pays tribute to a late beloved community member. Photo courtesy of Twin Rivers Unified 
Communications Department

Bob Bastian and his daughter, Stacey, pose for a photo. Photo 
courtesy of the Bastian family
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Let our team work for you!
Call us! (916) 870-2987

We work hard so you don't have to. 

DRE #01229756

731 M Street, Rio Linda CA 95673

Office: 916-991-9999

Mobile: 916-870-2987

Invasive fruit fly. Photo courtesy of Martin Hauser/California Department of Food and Agriculture

Invasive Fruit Fly Quarantine 
Lifted in Sacramento County

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - Thanks to 
the cooperation and diligence of county 
residents and the local agriculture depart-
ment, the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture (CDFA), working 
in coordination with the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and 
the Sacramento County Agricultural 
Commissioner,  declared the end of 
the Oriental fruit fly quarantine in 
Sacramento County following the eradi-
cation of the invasive pest.

The declaration comes nearly eight 
months after we first detected populations 
of the Oriental fruit fly in the area and 
established a quarantine encompassing 
parts of Rancho Cordova, and the com-
munities of La Riviera, Carmichael, Fair 
Oaks and Gold River. 

During the quarantine, crops that are 
hosts for the invasive pest — which 
include more than 300 varieties, such 
as citrus and other fruits, nuts, vegeta-
bles and berries — were not allowed to 
be moved from the properties where they 
were grown. Commercial crops were 
required to meet stringent treatment or 
processing standards before being har-
vested or moved.

As the temperatures rise and vaca-
tioners ramp up their travel plans, 
residents are urged to refrain from bring-
ing back potentially infested produce 
from their trips. While at home, we 
encourage residents to stay vigilant for 
signs of invasive pests. 

To help prevent any future introduc-
tions of invasive species, residents should 
follow these guidelines: 

Cooperate with the agriculture depart-
ment and allow them access to your 
garden to place traps, inspect plants, con-
duct necessary treatments or remove 
potentially infested produce. 

Determine if your property is located 
within an active quarantine area by visit-
ing CAFruitFly.com. 

Buy fruit trees and vegetable plants 
from licensed California nurseries. 
Purchasing agricultural goods from 
uncertified sources can spread inva-
sive pests. Source your plants locally 
and responsibly. To find a licensed nurs-
ery near you, visit California Department 
of Food and Agriculture’s Directory of 
Licensed Nurseries. 

Inspect your garden for signs of inva-
sive fruit flies or maggots and report any 
findings to the agriculture department.

When entering the United States from 
another country, avoid bringing agri-
cultural products,  including fruits or 
vegetables. Help us protect our agri-
cultural and natural resources and 
California’s unique biodiversity from 
invasive fruit flies: Don’t pack a pest 
when traveling or mailing/receiving 
packages. 

To learn more about invasive species 
and how to protect the county’s fruits and 
vegetables, visit California Department 
of Food and Agriculture’s Plant Health 
and Pest Prevention Services Division at 
www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant.� 

1 in 6 New Trucks and Buses 
in California Are Zero-Emission

Office of 
Governor Newsom 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- The sales of new 
zero-emission medium- 
and heavy-duty trucks in 
California in 2023 have 
doubled from the prior 
year, now representing 1 
out of every 6 new vehi-
cles sold for services that 
include last-mile delivery, 
freight transportation, and 
school buses, according 
to a report released by the 
state on June 6.

With 18,473 medium- 
and heavy-duty ZEVs 
sold in California in 2023, 
the state has exceeded its 
Advanced Clean Trucks 
(ACT) goal two years 
ahead of schedule and 
selling five times the 
required amount. Since 
2021, a total of 26,921 
medium- and heavy-duty 
ZEVs have been sold in 
California.

“California is once 
again proving what can 
be done by turning ambi-
tion into action. We’re 
achieving our goals years 
ahead of schedule. The 
fifth biggest economy in 
the world is moving away 
from dirty polluting big 
rigs and delivery fleets 
– cleaning our air and pro-
tecting public health,” 
said Governor Gavin 
Newsom.

The latest figures are a 
preliminary look at annual 
data that tracks sales of 
medium- and heavy-duty 
vehicles in California 
and points to continued 
momentum for zero-emis-
sion vehicles ahead of 

rules that start phasing in 
later this year requiring 
the gradual deployment of 
clean vehicle technology 
for fleets.

“California set vision-
ary targets to move key 
transportation sectors 
toward zero-emissions 
technology and the mar-
ket is stepping up to 
be part of the solution 
for cleaner air and cli-
mate action well ahead 
of required targets,” 
said CARB Chair Liane 
Randolph. “The data 
shows that the future is 
zero-emissions and that 
fleets are finding value in 
making the switch early.”

Why it matters
The Advanced Clean 

Trucks and Advanced 
Clean Fleets regulations 
establish a phased-in 
shift toward sales and 
use of zero-emission 
technology. 

California communi-
ties that sit near trucking 
corridors and warehouse 
locations with heavy 
truck traffic, which often 
are low-income and com-
munities of color, have 
some of the worst air in 
the nation.

While  t rucks rep-
resent only 6% of the 
vehicles on California’s 
roads, they account for 
over 35% of the state’s 
transportation-generated 
nitrogen oxide emissions 
and a quarter of the state’s 
on-road greenhouse gas 
emissions.

How we got here
Advanced Clean Trucks 

requires manufacturers 

of medium- and heavy-
duty vehicles to phase-in 
the sale of zero-emission 
options in California as an 
increasing percentage of 
sales.

A similar rule has been 
adopted by 10 other 
states, including New 
York, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, Massachusetts, 
Washington, Oregon, 
Vermont ,  Co lorado , 
R h o d e  I s l a n d  a n d 
Maryland. Together, these 
11 states represent over 
25% of new heavy-duty 
vehicle registrations annu-
ally in the nation.

The Advanced Clean 
Fleets regulation includes 
a first-of-its kind require-
ment for all medium- and 
heavy-duty vehicles sold 
into California fleets to be 
zero-emissions beginning 
in 2036 and is expected to 
introduce 1,690,000 ZEVs 
into the California fleets 
by 2050.

To ensure that the 
needed technology will be 
available to meet upcom-
ing milestones, CARB 
and the nation’s leading 
truck and engine com-
panies signed the Clean 
Truck Partnership in July 
2023, which commits par-
ticipating manufacturers 
to meeting California’s 
vehicle standards, regard-
less of whether any 
other entity challenges 
California’s authority to 
set more stringent emis-
sions standards under the 
federal Clean Air Act. In 
turn, CARB has agreed to 
work collaboratively with 
manufacturers to provide 
more flexibility in meeting 
CARB’s requirements.� 

The graphic pictured here shows the growth in zero-emission truck sales. Photo courtesy of the Office 
of Governor Newsom

Find out what’s 
happening in  
your local area

Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
 

RANCHOCORDOVAINDEPENDENT.com

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS



JUNE 14, 2024	 THE NEWS • 3

Fire & Water - Cleanup & RestorationTM

SERVPRO of North Highlands/Rio Linda

(916) 991-1522
www.servpronorthhighlandsriolinda.com

Email: office@servpro10057.com
5704 Dry Creek Road, Rio Linda, CA 95673

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
REMEDIATION & REPAIR

Mold, Water & Fire Damage
• Commercial & Residential

• Trained, Uniformed Professionals • Complete Move-Outs
• Restoration Vendor for Insurance

RESTORATION:
• Fire, Smoke, and Soot • Water Removal & Dehumidification

• Mold Mitigation & Remediation • Catastrophic Storm Response
• Move-Outs and Contents restoration • Electronics and Equipment

• Document Drying• Contents Claim Inventory Service

CLEANING:
• Air Ducts & HVAC • Carpet, Upholstery, Drapes

• Deodorization • Biohazard, Crime Scene & Vandalism
• Ceilings, Walls and Hard Floors

Services may vary by location

A+
RATING

PROFESSIONAL

COVID
CLEANING SERVICE

Have Questions? Call 
Today (916) 991-1522

4750 BELOIT DRIVE, 4750 BELOIT DRIVE, 
SACRAMENTO / FD-2352SACRAMENTO / FD-2352

(Off  Interstate 80, Exit Marysville/Raley Blvd.)

www.affordablecremationofsacramento.com

Compassion, Care,Compassion, Care,
Dignity and respectDignity and respect

We promise honest, upfront pricing
Never be overcharged or misled 

• We invite comparisons 
to our services and facilities.

• Pre-planning and pre-payment services.
• Guaranteed Pricing.

(916) 469-0866(916) 469-0866 Call 24 hours

  $1,090   Dignifi ed Cremation

$3,190   Traditional Funeral

SAFE Credit Union 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - On May 20, SAFE 
Credit Union announced 
this year's scholarship's 
recipients. SAFE Credit 
Union’s  Schola r sh ip 
Program granted $4,000 
scholarships to graduat-
ing high school seniors 
and community college 
students who met various 
eligibility requirements.

SAFE is pleased to con-
gratulate Daniel Fomichev, 
Fouzia Khan, Aamina 
Phineas, Jayha Buhs-
Jackson and Ronit Prasad 
for their continued com-
mitment to their studies 
within the community. 

The recipients were 
selected based on their 
academic achievement, 
personal statement and 
a letter of recommenda-
tion and are SAFE Credit 
union members with either 
a checking or savings 
account.  

Scholarship recipients 
were either a graduat-
ing high school senior or 
a current community col-
lege student with 60 or 
fewer credits with a GPA 
of 3.0 or above and must 

currently attend a high 
school or community col-
lege in one of the 13 
counties in SAFE’s ser-
vice area: Sacramento, 
Placer, El Dorado, Yolo, 
San Joaquin, Contra Costa, 
Solano, Yuba, Sutter, 
Butte, Nevada, Alameda, 
and Amador. 

"We are thrilled to 
share that we increased 
our scholarship awards 
from $2,000 to $4,000 
so we can make a larger 
financial impact for our 
recipients,” said Johnna 
Ali, Community Relations 
Program Manager, SAFE 
Credit Union. “SAFE 
understands that college 
is a major expense and 
that’s why we expanded 
our application eligibility 
from high school students 
to now include commu-
nity college students with 
60 or fewer credit hours to 
apply.”  

The recipients were 
asked to share how this 
scholarship will support 
their academic goals:

“Education plays a 
crucial role in fostering 
community engagement 
and collaboration. As a 
firefighter with a solid 
educational foundation, 

I can actively engage 
with community mem-
bers to raise awareness 
about fire safety, emer-
gency preparedness, and 
risk mitigation strategies. 
By organizing workshops, 
training sessions, and out-
reach programs, I can 
empower individuals and 
communities to take proac-
tive steps towards creating 
a safer environment for 
everyone,” said Daniel 
Fomichev of Fair Oaks 
and a student at American 
River College.

“I aspire to pursue a 
career in the medical field. 

I plan to attend Cosumnes 
River College for two 
years and then transfer to 
a university. After my four 
years are done and I grad-
uate with a degree, I plan 
to attend medical school 
to become a pharmacist 
or physician assistant. The 
medical field is something 
I’m personally very pas-
sionate about,” said Fouzia 
Khan of Elk Grove and 
a student at Elk Grove 
Charter School.  

“My educational goals 
in entrepreneurship are 
intrinsically linked to my 
desire to positively impact 

my community. By har-
nessing the power of 
entrepreneurship, I aim 
to create innovative solu-
tions to address societal 
needs, generate employ-
m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
advocate for social justice, 
and foster collaboration 
and empowerment within 
my community,” said 
Ronit Prasad of Rocklin, 
and a student at Whitney 
High School.

“By being a lawyer, I 
would be able to advocate 
for individuals affected by 
mental illness, or as a phy-
sician I would treat and 

diagnose patients in the 
psychiatric specialty,” said 
Jayha Buhs-Jackson of 
Fair Oaks and a student at 
Bella Vista High School. 

“This scholarship not 
only represents finan-
cial assistance but also 
signifies a profound 
acknowledgment of the 
challenges I have faced 
and overcome, fuel-
ing my determination to 
make a positive impact in 
both my life and the lives 
of others,” said Aamina 
Phineas, a student at 
Los Rios Community 
College. � 

SAFE Credit Union Announces Scholarship Award Recipients

Aamina Phineas, a scholarship recipient, is currently studying 
at Los Rios Community College. Photo courtesy of SAFE Credit Union

Daniel Fomichev, one of the scholarship recipients, attends 
American River College and is a Fair Oaks native. Photo courtesy 
of SAFE Credit Union

Scholarship recipient Fouzia Khan attends Elk Grove Charter 
School. Photo courtesy of SAFE Credit Union

Fair Oaks’ Jayha Buhs-Jackson is a student at Bella Vista High 
School. Photo courtesy of SAFE Credit Union

Scholarship recipient Ronit Prasad is a student at Whitney 
High School in Rocklin. Photo courtesy of SAFE Credit Union
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Defendant Convicted of Shooting Murder, 
Assault at Cheers Sports Bar

Sacramento County District 
Attorney’s Office News Release

NATOMAS, CA (MPG) - Toese Asiata was 
convicted by a jury of first-degree murder 
and assault with a semi-automatic fire-
arm.  The jury also found true allegations 
that Asiata personally discharged a firearm 
causing death and great bodily injury.

On Sept. 13, 2022, Nicholas Snead was 
at Cheers Sports Bar in Natomas. The bar 
was hosting a pool tournament and had 
music playing.  Snead reportedly bumped 
into Toese Asiata while he was danc-
ing to the music.  Asiata then reportedly 
pulled a .45 caliber semi-automatic hand-
gun from a backpack he was wearing and 
shot Snead multiple times, according to 
the District Attorney’s Office. Snead was 
struck five times, killing him, the District 

Attorney’s Office said, and a second vic-
tim was also struck by the gunfire.  He 
sustained wounds that required lengthy 
hospital and nursing home stays, multiple 
surgeries and physical therapy. 

After committing the crimes, Asiata 
fled the bar and Sacramento. Sacramento 
police detectives learned Asiata’s identity 
from witnesses and reviewing video sur-
veillance that captured the shooting. After 
extensive efforts by detectives to locate 
Asiata, they were notified that Asiata had 
been located in Hawaii and was arrested in 
connection with the shooting. Asiata was 
extradited back to California to stand trial 
for the charges.

Asiata faces a maximum sentence of 72 
years to life in prison.  Sentencing is set 
for July 12 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 40 
before Judge Steve White.� 

run by the county through its partnership 
agreement with the city.

“It is encouraging to see positive 
results from the hard work we’ve been 
doing for years,” Kennedy said. “The 
county has invested significant resources 
into new programs, services and shelter 
beds. I am proud to have many of these 
shelter beds in my district and more com-
ing this year. Together, we’re making a 
difference!”

Sacramento Steps Forward CEO Bates 
noted several significant factors that 
have helped ease the crisis of unsheltered 
homelessness in Sacramento, including:

Direct assistance from the state to cit-
ies, counties and Continuums of Care 
through the Homeless Housing, Assistance 
and Prevention Grant (HHAP) pro-
gram. The city, county and Sacramento 
Steps Forward have received $120 mil-
lion in HHAP funding since 2019. HHAP 
currently pays for 97% of the city’s emer-
gency shelter beds.

The partnership agreement signed by 
the County and City in 2022 increased 
street outreach to homeless encampments 
with teams that include county behavioral 
health workers.

A sizeable increase in emergency shel-
ter and homeless housing capacity. The 
number of shelter and transitional housing 
beds in the city and county has increased 
by 84 percent from 2020 — to a total of 
3,527 beds. The number of permanent 
supportive housing units has risen 30 per-
cent, an increase of 1,001 units.

An easing of rents and the availability 
of apartments. Bates noted that the aver-
age apartment vacancy rate rose by 58% 
since 2022, with rents dipping by 3%.

The new Coordinated Access System 
funded by the City and County and run 
by Sacramento Steps Forward provides a 
centralized access point for shelter, hous-
ing and homelessness prevention services.

To read the full 2024 Point-In-Time 
Count report and view infographics, go to 
www.sacstepsforward.org.� 

Unsheltered Homelessness 
Decreases 41 Percent in Sacramento

Continued from page 1

County 2024-25 Recommended 
Budget Approved

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously on June 5 to approve 
the $8.8 billion Recommended Budget for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2024-25.

The $8.8 billion spending plan consists 
of $3.5 billion in Enterprise and Special 
Revenue Fund appropriations (utility rates, 
fees and other dedicated revenue), $3.8 
billion in General Fund appropriations 
(funded with $990 million in discretionary 
resources, $1.5 billion in reimbursements 
from restricted funds, and the remaining 
$1.3 billion in Federal, State and fee rev-
enue dedicated to specific purposes), and 
$1.5 billion in Restricted Funds.

The Recommended Budget recog-
nized new or enhanced areas of growth, 
including:

Health Services increased by $28.4 
million for increased acute psychiatric 
inpatient costs, Behavioral Health Bridge 
Housing funding, increased capacity and 
services at Permanent Supportive Housing 
units, and behavioral health services at the 
Youth Detention Facility.

Child, Family and Adult Services 
increased by $5.7 million ($4.5 million 
Net County Cost) for Child Protective 
Services welcome and assessment cen-
ter services and family resource center 
court-mandated parenting workshops.

Human Assistance increased by $4.2 
million ($100,000 Net County Cost) for 
childcare payments for CalWORKs par-
ticipants and funding for a position in the 
County Veterans Services Office.

The sheriff increased by $3.9 mil-
lion ($1.2 million Net County Cost) for 
a mobile command vehicle, required 
software expenditures and required body-
worn camera licenses and equipment.

Correctional Health Services increased 
by $3.4 million ($300,000 Net County 
Cost) for a Medication Assisted Treatment 
Program, additional pharmacy positions 
(both of which support the County’s obli-
gations under the Mays Consent Decree 

Remedial Plan) and a new electronic 
health record system. 

Community Development increased by 
$1.2 million ($1 million Net County Cost) 
to support the Infill Acceleration Program, 
the Climate Action Plan and two Planning 
Technician positions.

Homeless Services and Housing 
increased by $1 million (before reim-
bursements) to fund beds at a planned 
Safe Stay Community and three new 
positions and services supporting admin-
istration for the department.

This year’s reductions totaled $6 mil-
lion, which will result in the deletion of 
31 vacant full-time equivalent (FTE) posi-
tions as well as other budget reductions 
across several departments. No filled posi-
tions were recommended for deletion.

The Recommended Budget’s most sig-
nificant reductions include:

Health Services reduced by $2.2 million 
including consulting contracts, opera-
tional supplies and the deletion of 14 
vacant FTE positions.

Child, Family and Adult Services 
reduced by $1.8 million, including the 
deletion of 16 vacant FTE positions.

In addition to staff recommendations, 
the Board added two full-time equiva-
lent positions: a criminal attorney in the 
District Attorney’s office and a criminal 
attorney in the Public Defender’s Office. 
The funding for those two positions will 
come out of the appropriation for contin-
gency, reducing that appropriation from 
$15.1 million to $14.5 million. 

The Board also supported a three-year 
funding commitment to the Black Child 
Legacy Campaign in future budget recom-
mendations through Fiscal Year 2026-27.

By the Numbers:
Total Budget: $8.8 billion
General Fund: $3.8 billion
Enterprise and Special Revenue: $3.5 

billion
Restricted Funds: $1.5 billion
Number of Employees: 13,646� 

Strike Up the Money

Story and photo 
by Susan Maxwell Skinner

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Presented 
during the Sacramento Valley Symphonic 
Band Association’s recent festival in 
Carmichael Park, a $1,000 youth schol-
arship was awarded to student musician 
Megan Lynch.

The prize crowned the Granite Bay High 
graduate as the association’s 2024 solo-
ist contest winner.  Accompanied by the 
Amador County Concert Band, Lynch, 
18, gave a xylophone performance that 
delighted park audiences.

“She mastered a new piece of music just 
for this performance,” said contest chair 
Grant Parker. “Not only was Megan virtuo-
sic, she also showed the sense of humor the 
1925 piece called for. She was poised, pro-
fessional and the crowd loved her.”

The cash prize will go toward Lynch’s 
studies at the University of Cincinnati 
Conservatory of Music. 

The Sacramento Valley Symphonic Band 
Association Youth Artist Soloist Scholarship 
has been awarded annually for 30 years. 
Applicants must be enrolled in a Northern 
California high school band program.  For 
more information, go to www.svsva.net. �

Sacramento Valley Symphonic Band Association President David Meyer awards a $1,000 
scholarship to music student Megan Lynch. The presentation followed the teenage 
percussionist’s performance in Carmichael Park.

Birds Tests Positive for West Nile Virus
finding of WNV, the district will 
increase its mosquito trapping and 
monitoring in the area to find sources 
where mosquitoes may be breeding. 
Targeted ground spraying may also be 
conducted to rapidly decrease the num-
bers of adult mosquitoes.

 For current information about 
District activities, please visit www.
FIGHTtheBITE.net. Residents may 

also subscribe to mailing lists to 
receive email notifications for upcom-
ing mosquito treatments by zip code. 
To sign up, go to Spray Notifications on 
the website.

 2024 West Nile virus activity update:
Sacramento County: 3 dead birds and 

1 mosquito sample have tested positive 
for West Nile virus to date. 

 Yolo County: No activity has been 
registered so far.� 

Continued from page 1

News to Know: The Most Popular Veterans Benefits Don’t Expire

By Dr. Paul Lawrence

While some people may 
think that the veterans benefits 
they have earned from military 
service could evaporate or dis-
appear, this is inaccurate. The 
most popular veteran benefits 
have no expiration date. You can 
apply at any point and are not 
time-bound.

The three most popular vet-
erans’ benefits are disability 

compensation, home loan guar-
anty and education/G.I. Bill.

For these benefits, there are 
important dates to remember. If 
you miss those dates, you may be 
inconvenienced but these benefits 
are still available, providing you 
qualify.

Disability compensation is 
a tax-free monthly payment 
based on an injury or disabil-
ity that occurred during service. 
A veteran completes an appli-
cation, referred to as a claim. 
Accompanying this claim is 
information about their service 
and medical conditions. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) evaluates the claim and 
grants or denies benefits.

A disability compensation 
claim can be filed as early as 
180 days prior to completion of 
active duty and throughout the 
remainder of a veteran’s life. In 
short, there is no expiration date 
for disability compensation.

Many veterans file multiple 
claims throughout their lives as 

new conditions are identified or 
previously identified conditions 
worsen. This is called a claim for 
an increase. There is no limit on 
how often this can be done.

There are two important dates 
to keep in mind relative to dis-
ability compensation. The first 
concerns the Intent to File. In 
advance of actually applying for 
disability compensation, you can 
complete an Intent to File form. 
This tells the VA that you will 
file in the next year and preserves 
the effective day (i.e., the date on 
which benefits will begin).

For example, a veteran com-
pletes an Intent to File form 
establishing Feb. 1, 2024, as his/
her effective date. After collect-
ing all the needed information 
and forms, benefits are granted 
on Dec. 1, 2024. The first pay-
ment would include a retroactive 
payment reflecting the intent to 
file date of Feb. 1.

You can get assistance with 
your VA claim for no cost from 
an accredited representative such 

as your county veterans service 
officer or an accredited veter-
an’s service organization, such as 
the American Legion, Disabled 
American Veterans or the VFW.

Home Loan Guaranty allows 
veterans to purchase a home 
with no money down. This is a 
tremendous advantage over our 
civilian counterparts, who must 
save for a down payment prior 
to purchasing a home. Subject 
to restrictions, this can even be 
used to purchase a mobile home 
or farm residence.

There is no time restriction on 
this benefit. It can be used repeat-
edly by veterans as they move 
and purchase new homes.

Education/G.I. Bill benefits are 
significant for veterans. Serve for 
three years and you can earn four 
years of free college. It can also 
be used for high-tech appren-
ticeships, advanced Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Math training, and credentials 
and certificates.

In 2017, a new law, often 

known as the Forever G.I. Bill, 
was introduced. If your service 
ended on or after Jan. 1, 2013, 
this benefit will never expire.

If your service ended prior to 
Jan. 1, 2013, you still could qual-
ify for the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill or 
the Montgomery G.I. Bill for 
active duty or reservists. Each 
of these has an expiration date, 
so check those dates carefully at 
VA.gov.

Veterans’ benefits are an 
important part of the rewards 
for military service and you can 
apply at VA.gov. The best time to 
learn about your benefits is well 
before applying for them. But 
remember, it’s never too late to 
start and some of the most popu-
lar veterans benefits never expire.

Paul R. Lawrence, Ph.D., 
served as Under Secretary for 
Benefits at the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs from May 
2018 to January 2021. He is the 
author of “Veterans Benefits for 
You: Get what You Deserve,” 
published in 2023. � 

Paul Lawrence served at the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs from 
2018 to 2021. Photo courtesy of Paul Lawrence
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

ZZiioonn  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrCChh
3644 Bolivar Ave.

North Highlands (LCMS)
(916) 332-4001

ZionLutheranNH.org
Sunday Schedule

9 a.m. Traditional Worship
10:30 a.m. Praise Band Worship

OR, if you prefer, you can  
worship in your car  
in the parking lot  

Tune your radio to 88.7

Calvary  
Lutheran Church

5th and L Streets
Rio Linda

Pastor Kirsten Moore
Sunday Worship 

10:30 a.m.

Children’s Bible stories & 
crafts during adult worship

(916) 991-2135
www.clcrl.org   Mail@clcrl.org

Open Arms, Open Hearts

NNeeww
BBeeggiiNNNNiiNNggss
FFeelllloowwsshhiipp

Pastor Deonte Walters

10th and O Streets

(916) 991-2918

Sunday School  
9 a.m.

Sunday Worship  
10:30 a.m.

Church of Christ
Worship God’s Way

Minister Eric Smith

6818 4th Avenue
Rio Linda, CA 95673

(916) 991-2668

Church 10:30 a.m.

SUNDAY
9:30AM 

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP
10AM 

ALL AGE CONNECTION GROUPS
11AM 

WORSHIP SERVICE

NURSERY (0-3YRS)
KIDZ CLUBHOUSE  

(4YRS - 6TH GRADE)

7200 Rio Linda Blvd.
lifepointenaz.com

(916) 991.4624

North Metro 
Church of Christ

4191 Norwood Ave.,  
Sacramento 95838

(916) 923-1147
Minister Pete Savage

SUNDAY
Bible Classes: 10 a.m.

Worship: 11 a.m.
Worship: 6 p.m.

Wed. Bible Classes: 7 p.m.

Rio Linda  
Seventh Day  

Adventist Church
7535 - 10th St. and U

Rio Linda

Sabbath School 
9:15 a.m.

Worship Services 
11 a.m.

New Life  
ChristiaN ChurCh

2037 Elkhorn Boulevard

(916) 991-3001
Adult Sunday School: 9 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday: 6 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Duncan

LLiibbeerrttyy  MMiinniissttrriieess

CChhrriissttiiaann  FFeeLLLLoowwsshhiipp

Pastor Shannon Fannin
Liberty Ministries extends an  
invitation to come and join  
us for Celebration Worship 

Sunday 9 a.m.

Youth Extreme & Food Closet

(916) 922-6442
4840 Marysville Blvd.
www.libertymcf.net

llooooKKiiNNgg

FFooRR  AA

ppllAACCee  TToo

wwooRRsshhiipp??

CChheecckk  oouutt  oonnee  ooff  
tthheessee  cchhuurrcchheess  iinn  
yyoouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy..

LLiiffeePPooiinnttee’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  
SSiisstteerrss  iinn  CChhrriisstt  

Free Store
7200 Rio Linda Blvd. at Q St.

NNeeww  BBeeggiinnnniinnggss  FFeelllloowwsshhiioopp  
GGoodd’’ss  LLiittttllee  llaammbbss  

Free Store
10th & Q St.

Lifepointe Women s Ministries Rummage Sale
June 29, Saturday From 9 AM to 2 PM

Spaces available for $25 and a second sport for $15.  Contact the church.
Sisters in Christ and God’s Little Lambs Free Stores are accepting donations for the Rummage Sale.  

You can donate June 27 from 8:30 to 12:30 and  June 29 from 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM
We thank you in advance for your donations and support.

Call Sandie at 210 326 1806 for more information on the Sisters and Lambs sale.

RIO LINDA/ELVERTA COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT • 916-991-1000 
Tim Shaw-General Manager 

Board of Directors:  
President – Mary Harris

Vice President – Vicky Young
Jason Green
Chris Gifford

Anthony Cline 
The Board Meetings are now the 4th Monday of every month at 6:30 pm.  

Depot/Visitors Center, 6730 Front Street 
 

RIO LINDA ELVERTA RECREATION & PARK DISTRICT • 916-991-5929
Mike Heller – General Manager 

Board of Directors:  
Lisa L. Morris – Chair

Charlea Moore – Vice Chair

Robert Bastian – Secretary

Wayne Del Nero – Director

Troy Golden – Director 

The Park Board meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 pm.  
at the Depot Building, 6730 Front Street, Rio Linda. 

TWIN RIVERS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Superintendent: Steve Martinez, Ed.D. 

Support Staff: 566-1745
Board of Trustees: 

• Area 2. Michelle Rivas – President • Area 1. Michael Baker – Vice President  
• Area 5. Basim Elkarra – Clerk • Area 4. Stacey Bastian • Area 7. Linda Fowler  

• Area 3. Christine Jefferson • Area 6. Rebecca Sandoval

Serving Rio Linda, Elverta and Sacramento County 

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

The Rio Linda News is 
a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word file to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 991-3000 or  
(916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of The Rio Linda News to strive for an 
objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed 
on these pages are those of the authors and 
cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of 
the publisher or our contributors.
The Rio Linda News is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of 
The Rio Linda News are copyrighted. Ownership 
of all advertising created and/or composed by The 
News is with the publishing company and written 
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained 
from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to The Rio Linda 
News, 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, 
CA 95608. Subscription rate is $42 per year within 
Rio Linda, Elverta, Sacramento County, $72 outside 
Sacramento County.
The Rio Linda News is published weekly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

TheThe  NewsNews
     Established 1983 ... The best little paper in these parts!  

Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
My husband and I have 

been very blessed financial-
ly over the course of our 
lives. We make a little over 
$200,000 a year combined, 
and we currently have a net 
worth of around $4 million. 
But what do you do when 
you’re not motivated by 
that kind of thing anymore? 
How do you find and live 
out God’s purpose for your 
life, when you’ve already 
had a better life than you 
ever expected?

– Amanda

Dear Amanda
I can’t tell you what your 

calling is, but I can say this. 
There’s a lot of fulfillment 
and joy to be found when 
you’re doing something that 
serves the people and things 
in your life that matter most. 

If you’ve studied psy-
chology a bit, you may re-
member something called 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs. Basically, it says 
once your physiological 
and safety needs have been 

met, you begin to feel the 
need to find other things to 
motivate you. It sounds like 
you’re both hard-working, 
performance-driven people. 
I am, too. And people like 
us get our relaxation, and 
even fulfillment, away from 
work in different ways than 
most people.  

If I were in your shoes, 
I’d start trying to think 
about ways you can serve 
other people or causes you 
care about. Maybe there 
were dreams you had a long 
time ago, and you put them 
aside for your career. What 
really speaks to you right 
now, at this stage of your 
life? For you, if you have 
kids in the house, it might 
mean becoming a stay-
at-home mom and really 
pouring yourself into them. 
It might mean starting an 
animal shelter, or provid-
ing meals for people who 
are homebound. Everyone 
has dreams, and everyone’s 
dreams are different.

It sounds like you’ve 
been thinking about this for 
a while, so here’s my advice 
to you. Take a day, or even 
a weekend, all to yourself. 
Get away from everything 
and everyone—any and all 
outside distractions—and 
think about your future 
self. Bring along things 
to eat and drink, a bunch 
of notepads, pencils and a 

Bible. Then, before you do 
anything else, take a deep 
breath, relax and pray.

From that point on, be 
completely honest with God 
and with yourself. Open 
up your heart and mind to 
things you care about and 
all the possibilities. You 
have to have a goal that’s 
worthy in mind, and that’s 
the one thing that’s miss-
ing. But a time of thought-
ful prayer—and yes, even 
daydreaming—may just put 
you closer to an answer than 
you’ve ever been before.

Congratulations on your 
success, Amanda. You and 
your husband truly have 
been blessed. But now, it 
may be the time to become 
a blessing to others!

– Dave
Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time No. 1 national 
best-selling author, person-
al finance expert and host 
of The Ramsey Show, heard 
by more than 20 million lis-
teners each week. He has 
appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS Mornings, 
Today Show, Fox News, 
CNN, Fox Business, and 
many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people re-
gain control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for the company, 
Ramsey Solutions. H

Think, Pray and Find 
Your Calling

ByDane Dowell
In my teens, I grew up in the Methodist 

church. I sang in choir, played handbells, 
joined the youth group and sat on the 
finance committee. I was a “Christian.”

In my 20s, I moved to Denver and started 
traveling the world. Experiencing other cul-
tures, I began to question my faith. I learned 
to embrace my authentic self and rewrite my 
beliefs according to my lived experience. I 
called myself a “former Christian.”

In my 30s, I began a spiritual journey 
learning to acknowledge my inner light. 
Organized religion seemed to emphasize the 
external God. Through my spiritual stud-
ies, I began to also see our inner divinity. 
Christians believe God is Love.

Though not necessarily aligned with any 
one faith, I believe Love is God. Given my 
upbringing, I began to use the term “recov-
ering Christian.”

Now in my 40’s (all of two months), 
I took a trip last month to Honduras with 
Chispa Project, and I am now calling myself 
a “catholic.” Not Catholic like the religion, 
but rather catholic in the true meaning of the 
word: the universal, undivided church.

The mission of Chispa Project is to part-
ner with schools throughout Honduras 
to install libraries and bring books into 
classrooms.

Books empower kids with words. 
Children learn to tell stories. They read 
about different subjects. They learn criti-
cal thinking and engage their imaginations. 
Mostly run by Hondurans, the project is 
occasionally assisted by groups of volun-
teers who help local staff inaugurate a new 
school library.

In April, I joined the Chispa Project 
along with almost 20 other volunteers for 
one week. I met up with the group at the 
newly modernized Comayagua International 
Airport. We were an odd-looking bunch, but 
I was curious to hear everyone’s story. 

After two hours of driving through lush 
green hills, we arrived at our destination 
close to Lago Yojoa. Honduras is a beautiful 
country where plants thrive, and life can-
not help but burst forth everywhere. It felt 
symbolic of the abounding presence of life I 
hoped to experience that week in Honduras.

Gathered in a circle, we introduced our-
selves. Within minutes, it became clear 
that we were a diverse group—diverse in 
terms of hometowns, ages, jobs, faith, sex-
ualities, political ideologies and our lived 
experiences.

Back home, it would have been easy to 
draw lines and self-segregate. Instead, in 
Honduras, we spent a week volunteering 
together, and what a beautiful week it was.

I painted walls with Robert from 
Colorado, stickered books with Melissa 
from Florida, assembled bookshelves with 
Bob from South Carolina and organized 
classroom activities with Marianne from 
Tennessee. Throughout the week, I was 
afforded glimpses into the lives of more 
than 20 unique individuals.

Yes, we were incredibly different. Yet 
as volunteers, we became united in our 
actions as one collective family. There were 
many moments of levity and laughter and 
moments of sincere depth. Spending a week 
with these people, I came to see how we are 
all more alike than we are different. We all 
had an inner light: the Christ within. 

In the rural countryside of Honduras, 
I was reminded of a line from the 
Apostle’s Creed:

“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church….” Truly, that week kind-
ness and generosity united us all; we were 
each connected by the spirit of love. Though 
a stranger in foreign lands, I found a fam-
ily; though a “recovering Christian” among 
diverse beliefs, I found a new home in the 
“catholic church.” 

I’ve asked Dane Dowell to guest-write my column today 
because Dane recently volunteered for Chispa Project. He 
is a life coach who loves to explore the confluence of spir-
ituality, psychology and culture. He is also the author of 
an upcoming book, “The Light That Beckons.” Based in 
Denver, he’s often on adventures exploring the world. You 
can learn more about him at www.danedowell.com.

A Recovering Christian 
and the Catholic Church

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES
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served as president for 
over 12 years and even 
after he stepped down, he 
continued to support the 
society in every way possi-
ble. He later served as our 
vice-president.” 

“Bob’s connections 
with Sacramento County 
Regional Parks and our 
local park district made it 
possible for the society to 
lease the Dry Creek Ranch 
so that the society would 
finally have a ‘home’ in 
1995,” Buckland added. 
“Bob and his cousin, 
Frank Weckman, orga-
nized the first annual Farm 
& Tractor Days event, 
the society’s one major 
fundraiser each year. The 
society greatly misses 
Bob and will be forever 
indebted to him for all of 
his non-stop support.” 

The community remem-
bers Bastian in many ways, 
including naming the 
high school baseball/soft-
ball complex in his name 
recently. 

Bastian leaves behind 
an irreplaceable legacy 
to the Rio Linda/Elverta 
area. Having changed the 

lives of many, young and 
old, Bastian will never be 
forgotten and will now be 
a part of every single Rio 

Linda High School base-
ball and softball game 
going forward, according 
to community members. �

California Seeks a More Resilient Water 
Supply as Familiar Sides Battle for Access

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California is a semi-arid 
state in which the availabil-
ity of water determines land 
use, and in turn shapes the 
economy.

That, in a nutshell, explains 
why Californians have been 
jousting over water for the 
state’s entire 174-year history.

The decades of what some 
have dubbed “water wars” 
may be approaching a climac-
tic point as climate change, 
economic evolution, stagnant 
population growth and environ-
mental consciousness compel 
decisions on California’s water 
future.

A new study, conducted by 
researchers at three University 
of California campuses, proj-
ects that a combination of 
factors will reduce California’s 
water supply by up to 9 million 
acre-feet a year – roughly the 
equivalent of all non-agricul-
tural human use. They include 
effects of climate change, new 
regulations to stem the over-
draft of underground water, 
reducing Colorado River 
diversions and increasing envi-
ronmental flows, especially 
those through the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta.

In an average year, around 
200 million acre-feet of water 
fall on the state as rain or snow. 
Evaporation and percolation 
take most of it, leaving about 
80 million acre-feet to be div-
vied up among three major 
uses. Agricultural irrigation 
and environmental flows to 

the ocean are roughly equal 
at around 35 million acre-feet 
while residential, commercial 
and industrial users take the 
remainder.

The latter is not only the 
smallest of the three uses but 
has been remarkably stable 
– even declining somewhat, 
despite decades of high pop-
ulation growth – thanks 
to intensive conservation 
programs.

Although water officials 
constantly beseech Californians 
to limit their personal con-
sumption of water, the real 
conflict in recent years, particu-
larly during periods of drought, 
has pitted agricultural interests 
against environmentalists over 
the flows needed to nurture fish 
and other wildlife.

Environmentalists have 
pressed state water offi-
cials, particularly the Water 
Resources Control Board, to 
compel farmers to reduce diver-
sions from rivers to enhance 
flows. Agriculture is also being 
squeezed by new restrictions 
on tapping aquifers via wells. 
Moreover, California’s largest-
in-the-nation agricultural sector 
has also been shifting from sea-
sonal crops to nuts, grapes and 
other permanent, high-value 
products, which need year-
round watering.

“Good management and pol-
icy for this situation requires 
organized serious attention and 
consistent long-term policy, 
without complacency or panic,” 
the UC study concludes.

The new study bolsters a 
2022 policy paper issued by 
the Newsom administration 
calling for 4 million acre-feet 
of new water storage, another 
1.3 million in savings through 
conservation and reuse of 
wastewater, and new supplies 
from desalination and other 
processes.

The study also arrives as 
legislation that would set new 

targets for increased water sup-
ply, Senate Bill 366, makes its 
way through the Capitol with 
broad support from water inter-
ests of all varieties.

It’s one thing to point out 
that California faces a potential 
water supply crisis and should 
be earnestly trying to avoid 
the effects, but actually doing 
something confronts two steep 
hurdles: the glacial pace of 
water projects of any kind, and 
unresolved conflict over water 
rights, some of which date back 
to the state’s founding in 1850.

The Sites Reservoir exem-
plifies the former. The western 
Sacramento Valley project, 
which would add 1.5 million 
acre-feet of off-stream stor-
age, has moved closer to 
reality in recent years after 
seven decades of sitting on 
the shelf. Ditto for the long-
planned canal or tunnel that 
would bypass the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta.

The notion of a compre-
hensive, long-range program 
making California’s uncertain 
water supply more resilient 
sounds great, and the clock is 
ticking. However, it assumes 
that officialdom has the legal 
authority to make it happen.

Until and unless the issue 
of water rights is resolved, 
the much-discussed reallo-
cation of supplies – more for 
environmental flows and less 
for agriculture – will remain 
stalled.

Dan Walters is one of most 
widely syndicated columnists 
in California history, author-
ing a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. He began 
covering California politics 
in 1975, just as Jerry Brown 
began his first stint as gov-
ernor, and began writing his 
column in 1981. He has been 
at CalMatters since 2017.  

Make the rest of your life the best of your life!

Are You Single Again?
SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to helping people put 
their lives back together again after divorce, separation or the 
loss of their spouse.

                       Visit us today at SingleAgain.com  

Social Security’s “Guaranteed” Annual 
Cost-of-living Adjustment (COLA)

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I’ve been 
reading a lot lately about 
speculation on what next 
year’s benefit increase will 
be, and it seems like most 
of the experts are suggest-
ing a range of 2.5% to 3%. 
My neighbor says don’t 
worry about it, because 
there will always be some 
level of increase come 
January. It’s guaranteed, 
right? Signed: Retired But 
Questioning

Dear Retired: You’ve 
brought up a common belief 
about the annual Social 
Security COLA, one that 
we hear often. Let’s start 
with some background. 
Each year’s COLA results 
from comparing the third 
quarter average Consumer 
Price Index (CPI-W) each 
year to the same average 
from the preceding year. 
The result of dividing the 
current year’s average by 

the previous year’s aver-
age produces the COLA 
for the following year. For 
2024’s adjustment, the 2023 
third-quarter average was 
301.2 and the comparable 
figure for 2022 was 291.9, 
producing the 3.2% benefit 
addition.

It’s not always the case 
that the year-to-year CPI 
calculation produces a pos-
itive result, as was the case 
three times so far this cen-
tury. As recently as 2016, 
for example, the 2015 
third-quarter average was 
233.3 and the compara-
ble figure for 2014 was 
234.2, producing a nega-
tive change. Fortunately 
for beneficiaries, Social 
Security law prohibits a 
negative COLA, so the neg-
ative result was ruled out 
and the COLA for 2016 was 
zero.

So, the rumor that there 
will always be a bene-
fit increase in January 
is untrue, although hav-
ing only three zero COLA 
years since the start of auto-
mated adjustments in 1974 
leads folks to assume there 
will always be a boost in 
the new year. The size of 
the adjustment fluctuates 
with economic cycles and 
has ranged from a high of 
14.3 percent in 1980 to 
0.3% in 2017 (excluding, 

of course, the zero years). 
Incidentally, the histori-
cal average since automatic 
COLAs began is 3.8%, 
so the 2024 adjustment of 
3.2% isn’t that far from the 
average.

Social Security’s rules 
are myriad and often con-
fusing, but no question is 
too simple to be asked. 
The AMAC Foundation’s 
Social Security Advisory 
Service is available, at no 
charge, to answer all your 
Social Security questions, 
via email at SSAdvisor@
amacfoundation.org or 
call 1.888.750.2622.This 
article is intended for 
information purposes only 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Secur i ty  Assoc ia t ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a 
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. H

Social Security Matters

Continued from page 1

RLHS Names New Sports Complex

Trustee Stacey Bastian (center, Bob Bastian's daughter), her 
children, and Bastian’s wife, Susan Bastian, were appreciative 
of the dedication to Bastian. Photo courtesy of Twin Rivers Unified 
Communications Department
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03442

Naqib Jami, 2740 Fulton 
Avenue Suite 27, Sacramento, 
CA 95821 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Fast Service 
Towing” 2740 Fulton Avenue 
Suite 27, Sacramento, CA 
95821. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 2, 
2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
FAST 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03901

Eric Lee Van Skike, 5541 
Montia Court, Orangevale, 
CA 95662 is doing busi-
ness under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Morgan-
Nels Industrial Supply” 5541 
Montia Court, Orangevale, CA 
95662. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 16, 
2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
MORGAN 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03881

Benjamin Tivadar, 7317 
Poseidon Court, Citrus 
Heights, CA 95621 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Tiva 
Electric” 7317 Poseidon 
Court, Citrus Heights, CA 
95621. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 15, 
2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
TIVA 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02848

Jason Francis Morgan, 
7705 Fair Oaks Boulevard, 
Carmichael, CA 95608 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “DJ’s Auto 
and Tire” 7705 Fair Oaks 
Boulevard, Carmichael, CA 
95608. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County April 15, 
2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
DJS 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03625

Volodymyr Buchynskyi, 1151 
Bell Street Apt 8, Sacramento, 
CA 95825 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “917 Fridge” 1151 
Bell Street Apt 8, Sacramento, 
CA 95825. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County May 7, 
2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
FRIDGE 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03896

Phelecia Anne Curtis, 6633 
24th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95822 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Courage Career 
Coaching” 6633 24th Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95822. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 16, 2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
COURAGE 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03663

The Bee Box LLC, 4765 J 
Street Suite C, Sacramento, 
CA 95819 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “PollenBoost” 4765 
J Street Suite C, Sacramento, 
CA 95819. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County May 9, 
2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
POLLENBOOST 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03808

Advanced Equipment Repair, 
Inc, 2795 E. Bidwell Suite 100-
334, Folsom, CA 95630 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Camp 61 
Apparel/Jack Frost Co” 3298 
Monier Circle, Suite 130, Rancho 
Cordova, CA 95742. Filed with 
the Clerk of Sacramento County 
May 13, 2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
CAMP 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03672

Anusha Mangadu, 12155 
Tributary Point Drive Apt-
188 Cobble Oaks, Rancho 
Cordova, CA 95670 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Anuu’s 
Arts & Drapes” 12155 Tributary 
Point Drive Apt-188 Cobble 
Oaks, Rancho Cordova, CA 
95670. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 9, 
2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
ANUUS 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03179

Mortuary Support Services of 
Northern CA, LLC, 35 Quinta 
Court Suite C, Sacramento, 
CA 95823 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Postal Source” 7330 
Fair Oaks Boulevard Suite 7, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County April 24, 2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
POSTAL 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03518

Pavlo Herasymovych, 5717 
Callie Lane Apt D, Sacramento, 
CA 95841 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “GP Transportation” 
5717 Callie Lane Apt D, 
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 3, 2024
Publish: May 24, 31, June 7, 14, 2024
GP 6-14-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03942

BMKT Inc, 10319 Frank 
Greg Way, Elk Grove, CA 
95757 is doing business un-

der the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Auto Splash” 7320 
Winding Way, Fair Oaks, CA 
95628. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 17, 
2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
AUTO 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03120

Christian Baird, 3511 Del Paso 
Road Suite 160, PMB419, 
Sacramento, CA 95835 is 
doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“On The Fly Notary” 5433 
Duck Walk Way, Sacramento, 
CA 95835. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County April 
23, 2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
NOTARY 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04015

Martin Smith, 6860 Woodlock 
Way, Citrus Heights, CA 95621 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Comfort Financial” 6860 
Woodlock Way, Citrus Heights, 
CA 95621. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County May 21, 
2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
COMFORT 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-02537

Deborah Alexander, P.O. Box 
#4, Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Rental Turnover Specialist” 
8134 Dart Way, Orangevale, 
CA 95662. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County April 3, 
2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
RENTAL 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03250

Raymond Dacanay and 
Mathew Flower, 5208 Heritage 
Drive, Carmichael, CA 95608 
are doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Gotcha Safe” 5208 Heritage 
Drive, Carmichael, CA 
95608. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County April 26, 
2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
GOTCHA 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03554

Dr. Kellen Grayson, 4070 
Bridge Street Suite 3, Fair 
Oaks, CA 95628 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “SacTown 
Therapy” 4070 Bridge Street 
Suite 3, Fair Oaks, CA 
95628. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 6, 
2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
SACTOWN 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03445

Keyes Entertainment LLC, 
9353 Greenback Lane, Suite 
9, Orangevale, CA 95662 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Scotty’s Hideaway” 9353 
Greenback Lane, Suite 9, 
Orangevale, CA 95662. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 2, 2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
SCOTTYS 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03879

Katherine Kruser, 10419 
Old Placerville Road #252, 
Sacramento, CA 95827 is 
doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Sacramento Center for 
Neuropsychology” 10419 
Old Placerville Road #252, 
Sacramento, CA 95827. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 15, 2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
SACRAMENTO 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04046

Zimei Chinese Culture 
Academy, LLC, 2848 Arden 
Way Suite 210A, Sacramento, 
CA 95825 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Zimei Chinese 
Culture Academy” 2848 Arden 
Way Suite 210A, Sacramento, 
CA 95825. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County May 22, 
2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
ZIMEI 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03619

Guest Innovations, Inc., 
1740 Creekside Oaks 175, 
Sacramento, CA 95833 is 
doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Rezku/Rezku POS” 1740 
Creekside Oaks 175, 
Sacramento, CA 95833. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 7, 2024
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
REZKU 6-21-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04083

William Hedges, 8405 
Dalmeny Way, Citrus Heights, 
CA 95610 is doing busi-
ness under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Hedgehog 
Fab Works” 8405 Dalmeny 
Way, Citrus Heights, CA 
95610. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 24, 
2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
HEDGEHOG 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04075

Danielle Oullet, 5430 Kohler 
Road #57, Sacramento, CA 
95841 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “T Shirts, Hat & 
Mugs” 5430 Kohler Road #57, 
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 23, 2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024

TSHIRTS 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03888

Cheng Corp, 2378 Fruitridge 
Road, Sacramento, CA 95822 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Encore Dental Services” 
, 2378 Fruitridge Road, 
Sacramento, CA 95822. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 15, 2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
ENCORE 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03996

Robert John Harris, 7552 
Fusion Way, Sacramento, 
CA 95829 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Mr Wonderful’s 
Trucking” 7552 Fusion Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95829. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 21, 2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
WONDERFULS 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03883

Golden State Price Inc, 5825 
Auburn Boulevard #4B, 
Sacramento, CA 95841
 is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Murphy Beds Sacramento” 
5825 Auburn Boulevard #4B, 
Sacramento, CA 95841. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 15, 2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
MURPHY 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03758

Admin Savings LLC, 8488 
Elder Creek Road Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95828 is 
doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Admin Savings” 8488 
Elder Creek Road Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95828. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 10, 2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
ADMIN 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04067

MOAI, 2633 Cardinal Court, 
Carmichael, CA 95608 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “MOAI 
Living” 4350 Virgusell Circle, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 23, 2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
MOAI 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03867

Hillside Handyman LLC, 12653 
Thornberg Way, Rancho 
Cordova, CA 95742 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Hillside 
Handyman” 12653 Thornberg 
Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 
95742. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 14, 
2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
HILLSIDE 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04094

Nicholas J. Russo, 7128 
Lincoln Avenue, Carmichael, 
CA 95608 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “London and Lauder 
Property Management/London 
and Lauder” 6035 Lincoln 
Avenue, Carmichael, CA 
95608. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County May 24, 
2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
LONDON 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04000

David Bach, 63 Fallwind 
Circle, Sacramento, CA 95831 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Bach Financial Literacy 
Consulting” 63 Fallwind Circle, 
Sacramento, CA 95831. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 21, 2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
BACH 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04157

Roloya Transport LLC, 3836 
Ivy Street, Sacramento, CA 
95838 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Roloya Transport” 
3836 Ivy Street, Sacramento, 
CA 95838. Filed with the Clerk 
of Sacramento County May 28, 
2024
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
ROLOYA 6-28-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04420

Citrus Heights Logistics LLC, 
5912 Auburn Boulevard, 
Citrus Heights, CA 95621 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Citrus Heights Logistics/Citrus 
Heights Storage” 5914 Auburn 
Boulevard, Citrus Heights, CA 
95621. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County June 5, 
2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
CITRUS 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04435

Eduardo Gomez Sanchez, 
P.O. Box 1135, Sloughhouse, 
CA 95683 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Flying E Cattle 
Co” 13501 Jackson Road, 
Sloughhouse, CA 95683. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County June 6, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
FLYING 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04358

Said Mujtaba, 1150 Sibley 
Street Apt #122, Folsom, CA 
95630 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Progress” 1150 
Sibley Street Apt #122, 
Folsom, CA 95630. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 

County June 4, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
PROGRESS 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04299

Home Care Plumbing, Inc, 
11584 Linday Way, Gold River, 
CA 95670 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Home Care 
Plumbing” 11584 Linday Way, 
Gold River, CA 95670. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County June 3, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
HOME 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04250

Uyen Vo, 821 Howe Avenue, 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Uvglamorous/UVO 
Beauty” 821 Howe Avenue, 
Sacramento, CA 95825. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 30, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
UVGLAMOROUS 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04441

Robert N. Opfer, 4825 Savant 
Drive Sacramento, CA 
95842 is doing business un-
der the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Integrated Doors 
and Locks” 4825 Savant Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95842. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County June 6, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
INTEGRATED 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04237

Cornerstone Funding Inc, 525 
Morse Avenue, Sacramento, 
CA 95864 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Cornerstone 
Capital” 525 Morse Avenue, 
Sacramento, CA 95864. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 30, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
CORNERSTONE 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-04160

Advanced Machine Group, 
LLC, 2205 Brunton Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95825 is 
doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Apex Auto Group” 1564 
Santa Ana Avenue Unit 100, 
Sacramento, CA 95838. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 28, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
APEX 7-5-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-03697

Singh44 LLC, 725 Falmouth 
Court, Roseville, CA 95747 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Nation’s Giant Hamburgers” 
5450 Sunrise Boulevard, Citrus 
Heights, CA 95610. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County May 9, 2024
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
NATIONS 7-5-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV009845

Taqwaallah Hasnawi has filed 
a petition with this court for a 
decree changing the name(s) 
of Taqwaallah Hasnawi to 
Nancy Aram.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on September 
18, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in 
Department 53, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 20, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
HASNAWI 6-21-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV009907

Alaa Abdulfatah Shatat has 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing the 
name(s) of Alaa Abdulfatah 
Shatat to Ayla Shatat.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on September 
18, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in 
Department 53, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 20, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 21, 2024
SHATAT 6-21-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV009220

Cong Danh Pham has filed 
a petition with this court for a 
decree changing the name(s) 
of Cong Danh Pham to James 
Cong Danh Pham.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on August 
13, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. in 
Department 54, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 10, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge 
of the Superior Court

Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
PHAM 6-28-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV008290

Kavita Devi and Daniel Chand 
have filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing the 
name(s) of Hridhaan Chand to 
Ethan Chand.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court July 31, 2024, 
at 9:00 a.m. in Department 
54, located at 813 6th Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95814, and 
show cause, if any, why the 
petition for Change of Name 
should not be granted.
Dated: April 25, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge 
of the Superior Court
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
CHAND 6-28-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#34-2022-00326934

Melanie Ann Anderson has 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing the 
name(s) of Melanie Ann 
Anderson to Melanie Ann 
Bazile.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on August 
27, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. in 
Department 54, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 29, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge 
of the Superior Court
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
ANDERSON 6-28-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV009232

Anh Dung Tran and Thi Kim 
Huong Le have filed a peti-
tion with this court for a de-
cree changing the name(s) of 
Anh Dung Tran to Dung Anh 
Tran and Thi Kim Huong Le to 
Huong Thi Kim Le.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on September 
11, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in 
Department 53, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 10, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
TRAN 6-28-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV009902

Gurmukh Singh has filed a 
petition with this court for a 
decree changing the name(s) 
of Gurmukh Singh to Gurmukh 
Singh Nagra.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on September 
18, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in 
Department 53, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 17, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
SINGH 6-28-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV010203

Neville Ricardo Ferron has 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing the 
name(s) of Neville Ricardo 
Ferron to Neville Ricardo 
Fearon.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on September 
19, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in 
Department 53, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 22, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: June 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
FERRON 6-28-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV010744

Victoria Dianne Facino has 
filed a petition with this court for 
a decree changing the name(s) 
of Victoria Dianne Facino to 
Victoria Dianne Glass.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on August 
27, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. in 
Department 54, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: June 3, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge 
of the Superior Court
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
FACINO 7-5-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV010691

Tamika Nashae Bledsoe has 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing the 
name(s) of Tamika Nashae 
Bledsoe to Mika Nashae 
Bledsoe.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on September 
26, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in 
Department 53, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 31, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
BLEDSOE 7-5-24

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV010014

Mohammad Haroon Obaidi 
has filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing 
the name(s) of Ahmed Belal 
Obaidi to Tayeeb Obaidi.
 IT IS ORDERED that all 
persons interested in the 
above-entitled matter appear 
before this court on September 
19, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in 
Department 53, located at 813 
6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: May 20, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: June 14, 21, 28, July 5, 2024
OBAIDI 7-5-24

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF  

JOSE HERNANDEZ 
CASE NO. 24PR000505

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, and contingent cred-
itors of and persons who may 
be otherwise interested in the 
will or estate, or both, of Jose 
Hernandez.
 A Petition for Probate 
has been filed by Michelle 
Hernandez, in the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of Sacramento, requesting 
Michelle Hernandez be ap-
pointed as personal repre-
sentative(s) to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
 The petition requests the 
decedent’s will and codicils, if 
any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the 
file kept by the court.
 The petition requests au-
thority to administer the es-
tate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
executor to take many actions 
without obtaining court approv-
al. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, 
the executor will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or have consented to 
the proposed action.) The in-
dependent administration au-
thority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the au-
thority.
 A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows June 27, 2024, 9:00 
a.m. in Dept 129; Superior 
Court of California, County 
of Sacramento, William R. 
Ridgeway Family Relations 
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn 
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the 
granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or 
file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR 
or a contingent creditor of the 
deceased, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the 
court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) 
of the California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate 
Code. Other California stat-
utes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) 
of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney 
for Petitioner is: Huck Ingram, 
110 Bank Street, Grass Valley, 
CA 95945; 530-432-1996.
Publish: May 31, June 7, 14, 2024
HERNANDEZ 6-14-24
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CALL A PRO BUSINESS DIRECTORY
AA--11  AAFFFFOORRDDAABBLLEE  RROOOOFFIINNGG

SSEERRVVIICCEESS,,  IINNCC
• New Roofs • Certifications • Roof Repairs  

• Dry Rot Repairs • Roof Inspections • Gutters

John Fleenor, Contractor  
1741 L Street, Rio Linda, CA 95673

Cell: (916) 206-1613
Contractor Lic. #1064966

GREENWAY TREE SERVICEGREENWAY TREE SERVICE
Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning, 

Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

(916) 224-9750

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

Licensed and Insured

TRACTOR SERVICETRACTOR SERVICE
• Mowing • Rototilling 

• Discing • Scraper/Loader

(916) 991-8431
Call

CSLB# 1089369, Licensed, Bonded & Insured

All American Pro ConstructionAll American Pro Construction
Family-owned & operated.

We offer Veterans & Senior Discounts
Great Craftsmanship & Customer Service

Specializing in Kitchen & Bath  
Remodels, plus Much More

BIG or small, We Do It All. Give Us a Call. 
916-504-0188

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA

Rio Linda Eye CareRio Linda Eye Care
Laser Surgery • Eye Glasses • Contact Lenses

• Eyewear for Computer Users 

Dr. William FleischmannDr. William Fleischmann
((916916)) 991-8444 991-8444

Patch Masters Drywall
Acoustic Removal & Drywall Textures

Mike Church
Owner
CA Lic# 1004984
Bonded & Insured

(916) 847-7783
PatchMastersDrywall@yahoo.com

www.DrywallPatchMasters.com

• Acoustic (popcorn)
ceiling removal

• Water damage & 
drywall repair

• Sheetrock  
installation

• Machine applied textures

• Hand applied  
texture

• Retexturing &  
Painting

• BBB Accredited

THE MASON MAN
LICENSE # 810329

VISUALIZE & CUSTOMIZE
MASONRY / FENCING / CONCRETE
CALL FRED FRANKLIN - THE MASON MAN

916.826.9796
VCMASONRY@ICLOUD.COM

DESIGN - RENOVATION - WATER FEATURE 
STONE & CONCRETE - OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM

916-454-1300
www.SmootLandscaping.com
Lic#633224; Serving Sacramento since 1982

Recognized in the Sacramento Bee,  
Street of Dreams & Garden Tours of East Sacramento

SMOOT LANDSCAPING
L A N D S C A P E S  &  D E S I G N

Tractor Rich
Mowing, Tilling, 
General Dirt Work, 
Etc.

Licensed and Insured

916-502-7928

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

CA$H for Diabetic Supplies

CONTACT
916 505-4673

Find out what’s 
happening in  
your local area

Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
 

T H E R I O L I N DA N E W S . C O M

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

Local Classifieds

GOT LOCAL NEWS? 
Call 

(916) 773 1111

Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

MPG8.COM

Advertising 
Works!

Hire  
a  

Pro!

Need 
Help?

Animal Care
When veterinary care is un-
available or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® flea/tick, 
mane dandruff, and allergy 
control at Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com)  (Cal-

SCAN)

Announcement
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Auctions
California Commercial Agri-
culture Auction! 19.5 Acres, 
222,000sf Nursery Facility. 
buy650buenavistadrive.com 
Blackwell Auction & Real-
ty Visit website for terms and 
conditions 10% Buyer’s Pre-
mium Bond #108038589 (Cal-

SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 
24/7: 1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
Get your deduction ahead of 
the year-end! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehi-
cle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call 
Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-844-491-2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Computer Service

Cellular Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as 
little as 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call Now: 
1-877-435-4860  (Cal-SCAN)

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 866-675-2404 (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
’84 Corvette, 88,000 miles, 
engine is extremely strong, 
4 speed tranny, get’s up and 
goes. Interior needs work. 
Primered. First $2,500 drives 
it away. 530-742-9144 leave 
message. (TFN

Hall Rentals

VFW Post 6158

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663
vfw6158.org/rent-our-hall/ 

Call or come by

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (TFN)

Help Wanted

Many Positions are 
Available. Please    no 
phone calls. Apply in 
person.

HELP WANTED

10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova, 

CA 95670

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Let us build your ADU or Tiny 
Home. Larry 916-296-5551
 (6/14/2024)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, we’re waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Landscaping

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Music Lessons
Guitar Lessons

Beginner to Advanced  . $20/ 
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-
507-6658, freddiebbalbert@
gmail.com (12/31/2024)

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Roofing

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Lic.#817945   43 Years Experience
916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot, 
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

Tree Service

916-722-6321
VISA / MASTER CARD

Insured. Workman’s comp. Arborist

BPTreeServices.com

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING

FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

California Contractors Lic #1036031
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We Can Do That!
916-773-1111Call to place your 

legal advertising 
All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • SUMMER BLOCKBUSTERS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Molten rock in earth’s 
crust
6. Scarlett Johansson’s 
2013 voice only role
9. Jezebel’s idol
13. Not silently
14. Pro vote
15. Italian bowling
16. Proclaimed as true 
without proof
17. Rob Manfred’s org.
18. Savory taste 
sensation
19. *Tom Cruise’s 1986 
blockbuster
21. *It featured the song 
“What Was I Made 
For?”
23. Wrath, e.g.
24. Milton Bradley’s 
“The Game of ____”
25. General Post Office
28. A woodwind
30. Group of trained 
professionals, pl.
35. Icy precipitation
37. Concert units
39. Charles Dickens’ 
Heep
40. Scandinavian capital
41. Rebroadcasted
43. Khrushchev’s 
domain, acr.
44. *What the gang did 
in 1988’s “A Fish Called 
Wanda”
46. Exploding star
47. Clarified butter
48. Airport surface
50. Highway hauler
52. Breed
53. Miss Muffet’s repast
55. Not flow
57. *Tim Burton’s 1989 
and 1992 title character
60. *It featured the song 
“Summer Lovin’”
63. Popular fashion 
magazine
64. Road in Rome
66. Comment to the 
audience
68. Deposit the ashes
69. Giant Hall-of-Famer 
Mel ____
70. Canine skin infection
71. Humble and docile
72. Name badges, acr.
73. Streamlined

DOWN
1. Bonkers
2. Sir Mix-____-____
3. Kind of boots in the ‘60s
4. One M in MMR vaccine
5. Slowly and gracefully, 
in music
6. Mass number
7. Snake-like reef dweller
8. Teacher of Torah
9. *”Oppenheimer” subject
10. Popular smoothie berry
11. Pinnacle
12. Hula dancer’s necklace
15. B in FBI
20. Open up
22. Half of NFL
24. a.k.a. Hansen’s disease
25. *1990 Swayze/Moore 
blockbuster
26. Trattoria staple
27. Petroleum tanker
29. *It premiered in the U.K. 
on 6/6/76, with The
31. Chemical cure
32. Revered Hindu
33. Drawing support

34. *2001 blockbuster ogre
36. Type of rich soil
38. “Keep this information” 
button
42. Name-chooser
45. Wyatt Earp and such
49. Cuban dance syllable
51. Letter-resembling 
supports
54. End of a poem
56. Primary
57. Like certain china
58. Malaria symptom
59. Ankara native
60. Gangster’s pistols
61. Cosine’s buddy
62. U2 member
63. Vigor’s partner
65. It would
67. Comic book cry of 
horror

COMICS & PUZZLES
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Volunteers Honored with DOVIA Awards 
By Ornella Rossi,  
photos by Bill Taylor

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) 
- The nonprofit Directors of 
Volunteers in Agencies (DOVIA) 
honored 23 volunteers from com-
munities throughout Sacramento 
County and Yolo County at its 
annual awards ceremony on 
May 16. 

Since its inception in 1978, 
DOVIA Sacramento has played 
a crucial role in connecting pro-
fessional volunteer managers 
and leaders. It serves as a hub for 
exchanging ideas and resources 
among those who oversee volun-
teers in different organizations. 
Additionally, it collaborates with 
various groups to raise aware-
ness about the importance of 
volunteering in the community. 
By fostering communications 
between member agencies, insti-
tutions, and the public, it aims to 
create a more supportive environ-
ment for volunteerism to thrive.  

“We are committed to honoring 
exceptional people in our com-
munity and training volunteer 
program managers from a variety 
of local service-organizations,” 
said DOVIA board member 
Twyla Teitzel. 

DOVIA has a variety of agency 
members ranging from hospices 
to food banks and local govern-
ment organizations. It covers 
Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo, Yuba, 
El Dorado and Placer counties.

The May 16 reception held 
at the Girls Scout Heart of 
California office honored the 
23 nominees and winners of the 
Youth Volunteer of the Year, the 
Individual Volunteer of the Year 
and Volunteer Manager of the 
Year awards.  

“The DOVIA executive board 
focuses on executing events such 
as this awards ceremony,” said 
communication chair Jacqueline 
Ramirez. “Volunteer events 
broaden the awareness of vol-
unteerism and the critical role 
volunteers play in helping meet 
local needs required for the 

community to function at its 
best.”

Among the nominees, seven 
volunteers were nominated for 
Youth Volunteer of the Year, 13 
were nominated for Individual 
Volunteer of the Year and three 
volunteer coordinators were nom-
inated for Volunteer Manager of 
the Year. The evaluation was 
conducted by a panel of three 
judges: Barbara Fitzwater, retired 
volunteer manager at Kaiser 
Permanente; Tiffany Maese, 
volunteer coordinator at the 
Sacramento County Sheriff ’s 
Office; and Janice Wagaman, for-
merly associated with the Front 
Street Animal Shelter.

The Margaret Einspahr Youth 
Volunteer of the Year award 
acknowledges a youth vol-
unteer under age 21 who has 
shown exceptional dedication to 
community service, having con-
tributed a minimum of 25 hours 
of service between January and 
December 2023. Recipients of 
this award receive a $500 schol-
arship funded by the Margaret 
Einspahr Memorial Fund to 
honor Margaret Einspahr’s legacy 
as a dedicated leader in the field 
of volunteerism.

The 2024 winner of the Youth 
Volunteer award was Riya 
Janardhan, a high school junior, 
nominated by WEAVE, a non-
profit organization dedicated to 
promoting safe and healthy rela-
tionships and support survivors of 

sexual assault, domestic violence, 
and sex trafficking in Sacramento. 
Janardhan was nominated for 
her dedication to advocating 
for women’s rights and gender 
equality.

“Being a girl myself and hav-
ing to experience different 
stereotypes, I don’t want to have 
to experience this at such a young 
age,” Janardhan said. “It’s some-
thing I strive to want to fix.” 

Other nominees for this posi-
tion included Kevin Leach, 
nominated by Meristem in Fair 
Oaks; Kai Nakaoka, nominated by 
Scouting America in Sacramento; 
Maximum Truong, nominated by 
the Sacramento Tree Foundation; 
and Kristy Yu, Flynn Ng, and 
Cara Taylor, nominated by the 
Sacramento Public Library

The Individual Volunteer of 
the Year award is presented to a 
volunteer over age 21, who has 
dedicated a minimum of 25 hours 
of service. The award recipient 
receives a $100 award for their 
organization. 

The winner for this year’s 
award was Patricia Estopinal, 
nominated by Court Appointed 
Special Advocates Sacramento 
(CASA), an organization focused 
on ensuring support for children 
in the foster care system through 
volunteer advocates. 

“This award means so much 
because for the past 14 years 
being able to have a relation-
ship with foster youth, to have a 

relationship where you know that 
you’re the one constant, no mat-
ter what is going on in their lives, 
it’s just such a meaningful rela-
tionship,” Estopinal said. 

The nominees for the posi-
tions included Beatriz Bueno 
and Jane Shapiro, nominated by 
the Sacramento Medical Serve 
Corps in McClellan; Anne Marie 
Christian, Daisey Maldonado and 
Karina Villanueva, nominated 
by Dignity Health Methodist 
Hospital in Sacramento; Mary 
Kay Edson, nominated by the 
Sacramento Public Library; Ron 
Hills, nominated by Vitalant 
in Mather; Marissa Honey-
Plate, nominated by the Miss 
Sacramento County Scholarship 
Organization in Antelope; 
Rodney Horton, nominated by 
the American River Parkway 
Foundation in Carmichael; 
Nicky Smolter, nominated by the 
Lavender Library in Sacramento; 
Matthew Tran, nominated by 
the Sacramento Tree Foundation 
in Folsom; and Kristy Venrick 
Mardon, nominated by Only 
Sunshine Sanctuary in Fair Oaks.

Volunteer Manager of the Year 
honors a volunteer manager who 
demonstrated outstanding leader-
ship and dedication to supporting 
volunteers. The winner received a 
$100 award for their organization, 
along with a one-year compli-
mentary DOVIA Sacramento 
organization membership.

The 2024 winner was Marlene 

von Fr ieder ichs-Fi tzwater 
nominated for her work with 
Joshua’s House and Health 
Communica t ion  Resea rch 
Institute located in Yolo County. 
She has spent the past decade 
building Joshuas House, a hos-
pice facility for terminally-ill 
homeless individuals.  Von 
Friederichs-Fitzwater has raised 
$2.5 million and created a vol-
unteer organization to provide 
high-quality care. 

Other nominations included 
Marissa Honey-Plata nominated 
by Miss Sacramento County 
Scholarship Organization and 
Justin Rubio with Sacramento 
Tree Foundation. 

During the ceremony, sev-
eral guest speakers talked about 
the importance of volunteer-
ing and the work they have 
done throughout the years. 
Lynn Pesely, winner of the 2023 
DOVIA Volunteer Manager 
award, talked about her work 
with the Sacramento Medical 
Reserve Corps. Helen Dang, Miss 
Sacramento County, and Nicole 
Vicks, Miss Capitol City, winners 
of the Miss Sacramento County 
Scholarship program, men-
tioned their work with advocacy 
and action for the houseless and 
Stomp Out Bullying respectively. 

“One second, one minute, one 
action can change someone’s 
life,” Dang said. “All it takes is 
one good dead to build the foun-
dation of lasting change.”� H

Riya Janardhan, center, Youth volunteer of the Year, accepts her awards 
alongside Miss Sacramento County, Helen Dang, left, and Miss Capitol City, 
Nicole Vicks. 

Patty Estopinal, center, winner of the Individual Volunteer of the Year 
accepts her award alongside Miss Sacramento County, Helen Dang, left, 
and Miss Capitol City, Nicole Vicks. 


