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Funds requested for
temporary bridge

If approved, would give some traffic relief

$2.5 million federal fund-
Aing request, presently in
Congress, will pay for a
temporary bridge to reopen
the Brandon Road/Hill Street
crossing over the French River, if
approved.

Congressman Richard E. Neal
submitted the funding request
to the House Committee on
Appropriations as an important
community project in the Mas-
sachusetts First Congressional
District.

If approved by the commit-
tee, the $2.5 million Community
Project Funding grant would pay
for the installation of a temporary
modular bridge that would be
borrowed from MassDOT, until a
permanent bridge is installed.

In his May 10, 2023, letter to
the committee Congressman Neal
wrote, “This is an appropriate use
of taxpayer funds...its closure
has restricted access between the
towns of Dudley and Webster,
resulting in traffic congestion,
longer response times for emer-
gency vehicles, and impacting
local business. If funding for a
temporary bridge is not found, it
could be five or more years before
the road reopens.”

One rule of the Appropriations
Committee is that each Represen-
tative may request funding for up
to 15 projects for fiscal year 2025,
recognizing that only a handful
may receive funding. Responding
to pleas from Dudley officials,
Representative Neal selected the

Mill Race Bridge as one of his 15.
In a January 11, 2022, letter

to Representative Neal, Town

Administrator Jonathan Ruda

wrote, “The Town of Dudley has

an urgent need for infrastructure

funding to pay for necessary

repairs on the Brandon Road
Bridge”
Ruda went on to say the town

BRIDGE

continued on page 2

Eharlton Business

Alliance Welcomes
New Members

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

ewly formed in December
N 2023, the non-profit Charlton

Business Alliance (“CBA”)
has received a great reception from
local Charlton businesses. Engaging
each business and growing quickly
it seeks to benefit not only estab-
lished organizations in the Charlton
area but also to greet and include
new commerce. Cara Holland is the
new Vice President and Matt Power
has taken the lead as President.

Its website boasts 17 current paid
members and the group is growing
rapidly. “There was a blank spot
in the area,” said Holland, “and we
wanted hyper-local representa-
tion. I want to represent Charlton
in the best possible light and have
been with Edward Jones Financial
Advisers for over two years in this
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area. I grew up in Sturbridge and
have lived in Charlton for over
seven years. My husband is from
Brimfield”

The group has a good-sized fol-
lowing on Facebook and they are
open to anyone who wants to follow
them. They’ve been working with
some of the Charlton selectmen as
well as Andrew Golas, the Charlton
Town Administrator. “Mr. Golas
has been very helpful in assisting
us to organize,” Holland stated,
“and we've also been working with
the Charlton Library utilizing their
space for our monthly meetings
(held on the first Monday of each
month) and information tables
before town meetings. We also
have a monthly drawing during

CBA
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used state funding to pay for the
design and engineering costs and
therefore, the project is “shovel

Several steps have been com-
pleted in advance of this funding
request,” Ruda wrote, adding,” A
site assessment with MassDOT
and Tighe & Bond Engineers
was completed. Then, an internal
planning meeting took place to
initiate and coordinate all of the
project components, including
the hydraulic/hydrologic report,
initial geotech summary report,
and identification of permitting.
Additionally, a Flood Insurance
Study request has been submitted
to FEMA for information about
the French River in Dudley and
Webster.”

89:Southbridge St.
Auburn;/MA

o = |

Ceramic CLEARCOAT
PROTECTION INCLUDED
IN ALL WASHES

DELUXE

AT

@

Please call
774-449-8333
for reservations,
take-out or
reservation online
308lakeside.com |

Dudley Town Planner William
Scanlan said, “If approved, the
funds will pay for a temporary
bridge over the Mill Race and
allow through traffic once more.
MassDOT has included a com-
plete, permanent new bridge over
the French River and Mill Race in
its bridge program, but it is many
years away from construction,”

The bridge that spans the
French River on the Dudley and
Webster town line has been inac-
cessible since June 2021 because
an adjoining dry bridge on the
Dudley side, known as the Mill
Race Bridge, was deemed unsafe
by MassDOT, and ordered closed.

The combined bridges were a
popular bypass for motorists seek-
ing to avoid Main Street traffic
when traveling to points in both
Dudley and Webster. The Dudley
approach on Brandon Road was
closed at the intersection of Chase
Ave. and barricades were placed
on the Hill Street approach in
Webster.

Dudley allocated state funding
budgeted for routine road repair
to demolish the bridge last spring,

while town officials sought funds
to erect a temporary bridge and
continued work toward a perma-
nent fix.

The campaign to gain funding
included appeals to federal and
local reps for special funding and
grants.

“Our community has been
more than patient in waiting for
federal funding for this project
to be approved. We've checked
all of the boxes,” Ruda said of the
news that the funding request has
reached committee.

The proposed permanent solu-
tion would eliminate the Mill
Race Bridge by re-grading the area
to replicate its primary purpose,
which was flood control capacity.

In a January 2023 letter, Mass-
DOT deemed the bridge work
eligible for funding and approved
the estimated cost of $6,235,000.
State and federal money would
fund the $6.2 million project,
while Dudley would be respon-
sible for the costly and time-con-
suming process of right-of-way
acquisitions.

Gary Brogna

Owner / Technician
MA & CT State Certified
Fully Licensed and Insured
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our meetings which are also noted
and displayed on the digital sign
in front of the library. We hope

to be at the September Farmer’s
Market held on the town common
in September”

On Tuesday, June 11, from 5-7
p.m., the CBA will hold a Net-
working Mixer at the Quarter
Keg Pub on Route 20. The Mixer
is open to members and non-
members alike. Admission is $5 for
members and $10 for non-mem-
bers. There will be tasty appetizers
and a cash bar. It'll be a great event
for local folks to meet, greet, and
talk about the importance of deal-
ing with local businesses. “It’s all
about visibility and the benefits of
joining our group,” said Holland,
“instant referrals are great when
you meet in person. Our President,
Matt Power, has spearheaded our
efforts for development of our
Charlton group. Matt has dived
into and is truly interested in the
success of Charlton and wants our
town to be successful. We hope to
bring our group to the next level.

Charlton
Lions Club

he Charlton Lions Club recently
Theld its annual election of officers

to serve from July 1, 2024 to June
30, 2025. Steve Doucette was elected
President of the Club. Other officers
who were elected are: First Vice Presi-
dent - Dana Gould; Second Vice Pres-
ident - Patrick Husereau; Third Vice
President - Shelley Yeager-Doucette;
Recording Secretary - Cynthia
Young; Reporting Secretary - Carole
Dugquette; Treasurer - Michele Piergal-
lini; Lion Tamer - Nora Kubaska; Tail
Twister - Kathy Gallant; Membership
Chair - Jennie Frisella. Dennis Tucker
is the Immediate Past President. The
Board of Directors will be Debra Cies-
luk, Rhonda Tetreault, Nora Kubaska,
and Helene Doucette.

Lions Clubs are made up of service-
minded volunteers providing services
and programs to make our communi-
ties better places in which to live. We
support eye research and treatment
and diabetic camps for local children.
Peace Poster and speech competitions
are supported for local children, and
holiday gifts for families in need and
scholarships are provided for our
schools. All funds raised from our
community activities are 100% put
back into the community.

The Charlton Lions Club meets
the second and fourth Wednesday
evenings, except July and August, at
The Overlook. If you would like to
join us, or would like more informa-
tion, please contact us at thecharlton-
lions@gmail.com, or by mail to PO
Box 1072, Charlton City, Charlton,
MA 01508. Visit us at www.thecharl-
tonlions.com or www.facebook.com/
CharltonLions.

We invite all local businesses to
come to our June 11th event to
check out our group. We're open
to any small business looking to
network and to work together. We
want to give back to our commu-
nity, to represent ourselves locally,
and to operate locally and encour-
age folks to attend a meeting to see
what we are all about to be part
of our alliance. Our meetings are
held on the first Monday of each
month from 6:30 - 8 p.m. unless
otherwise noted on our website.
(No meeting in July due to the
holiday.) We're all excited to keep
the momentum going and hope
to grow and be a great representa-
tion for all local businesses in the
greater Charlton area”

Contact: Matt Power, President,
at (774) 268-0398.

More information can be found

on their website www.charltonbusi-
nessalliance.com

Take a Tour &
receive a

FREE GIFT”

*restrictions
apply
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Charlton has Recount for
Selectman’s Seat, Fire Substation
Funding Vote Passes

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

held on Saturday, May 4, how-
ever the race for the second
seat for Selectman was very close
with David Singer receiving 867
votes and Karen Spiewak garnering
866 votes.
Karen Spiewak requested a

c harlton’s town elections were

recount which was held on Friday,
May 17, with results remaining
the same. Alise Cunningham,
Charlton’s Assistant Town Clerk,
also noted that the May 4 ballot
question for the funding of the
new fire substation did pass the 2/3
vote needed at the town meeting
with ballot question wording as
follows: Shall the town of Charlton
be allowed to exempt from the

provisions of Proposition 2-1/2
the amount of $13,100,000 along
with interest, issued in order to
pay costs of designing, construct-
ing, equipping, and furnishing a
new Fire Department substation,
including the payment of all costs
incidental and related thereto.
There were 247 Yes votes and 66
No votes.

Contact Laura at 508-943-8784 or by email
at Ilgleim@theyankeexpress.com to advertise today!

Adult Day Health

OPEN HOUSE

at

Blaire House of Milford
Saturday, June 22

10 am - 1pm
20 Claflin St. Milford, MA
(508) 482-7222

SPONSORED BY

f; Tri-Valley

HOHE WITH TOW

Ask about Tri-Valley’s C.A.R.E. grant & get up to 3 days FOR FREE!

Blaire House
provides an
Adult Day Health (ADH)
program to offer caregivers a
respite opportunity
during the day.

An experienced team of professionals at Blaire House ADH provide social,
medical, recreational, and nursing support to older adults in a fun environment.

JOIN US TO LEARN MORE!
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Craig Gajewski Takes Over the Baseball Reins at Bay Path

BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

For the past six seasons, Craig

Gajewski was the junior
varsity head baseball coach at

Bay Path. This season he has taken
over the reins of the varsity squad
and is hoping that he can continue
the program’s success. At the time
of this writing, the Minutemen
were 8-6; were ranked 21st in
Division 2, fourth in Central Mass
and fourth in Vocational schools.

“Coming into this year my goal
was get the team to qualify for the
states, win our league (the Colo-
nial), get to the District and Voca-
tional Tournament,” the first-year
varsity coach said. “Over the last
25 years, the previous coach had
300 plus wins, won the Vocational
Title last year and finished fifth in
the Division 2 State Tournament.”

Gajewski went on to say that the

Minutemen baseball program has
had a relatively strong team over
the past 5 or 6 seasons, but as they
opened up the 2024 campaign they
were without four starters from
last year’s team. Bay Path not only
graduated 2 pitchers, but their
catcher and right fielder; some
pretty big holes to fill this spring.
Midway through the season, the
pitching has been getting to the
point the new coach has been
looking for, the outfield has gotten
better with each game, and the
catching position, which was the
team’s biggest issue has been get-
ting with two seniors rotating.

On the mound the Minute-
men have junior Dale Nussey as
the team’s number one hurler and
junior Jake Delvalle as the number
two. Nussey is currently 3-2 with
a 1.47 ERA and Delvalle has had
a rough start going 1-4 posting a
4.69 ERA. According to the Coach,
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he has unfortunately been dealt all
the tougher teams. Senior Nolan
Libby has put up stellar perfor-
mances going 4-0 thus far.

“Dale has been pitching since
his freshman year and has been
the team’s number three and four
pitcher over that time frame and
was the more proven pitcher so he
rolled into that number one spot
this year,” Gajewski said. “Dale and
Jake are similar types of pitchers
that both throw hard and have
good curves, but Dale is quicker
and uses his curveball more”
While Devalle and Nussey have
been providing the top of the
rotation pitching for the staff,
Libby has shown a different side
of his game this season. Getting
his first year on the varsity roster
last spring he didn’t get the ball
all that much with the talent that
was ahead of him. This year he
seems to be making the most of
his chances.

“He was on the junior var-
sity team for his freshman and
sophomore year and although on
the varsity team last year, he really
didn’t get a chance to pitch,” the
coach said. “This year he has been
a pleasant surprise and has gotten
better with each game. He has
been relying on his curve ball a lot
and in addition to his 4-0 start he
has a 1.34 ERA with 40 strikeouts.”

The Bay Path skipper noted
that in order to accomplish the
goals they set out to achieve, the
pitching staff is going to be key
and will need to keep the team in
the games, while the defense goes
out and plays error free and the of-
fensive gets that timely hitting. Bay

Path is currently not hitting the
ball and only batting .280, which is
not all that good for a high school
baseball team. However, the coach
said things are starting to turn
around at the plate.

Hitting the cover off the ball is
junior left fielder Hunter Davis
who is batting at a .458 clip, while
Nussey, who plays shortstop when

r:+1*************
Al HIGHESTIERICESIRAID]
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Free
Estimates
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Chip Removal * LOAM & SEED
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Small
Backhoe
Services

he’s not on the hill, is batting .423.
Juniors Josh Hemmingway (right
field / DH) and Kaiden Brochu
(third and first base) are currently
hitting .364 and .370 respectively.

Bay Path’s previous catcher
Dylan MacDonald, had a great
arm, was very good defensively
and was able to call the game
respectively. His departure left
the team with a rather large hole.
Seniors Wyatt Daoust and Logan
Powers have been sharing the
catching duties behind the plate
for the Minutemen through the
midway point of the season.
Daoust has a stronger arm and
has been a pleasant surprise as to
how fast he slings the ball down to
second.

As the duo continues to hold
down the position Gajewski knows
it’s going to be a completely differ-
ent story come next season.

“Next year we are going to have
to find a new catcher;” he said.
“Currently, we have a couple of
juniors who are being groomed
to fill the position, but after that
(season) we'll be back to square
one with nothing and will have to
start all over again”

Filling in the vacancies with
success thus far this year, the
Minutemen are still on course to
achieve all of their goals and once
in the state Tournament anything
can happen.



Charlton Senior

Center

37 Main Street
Charlton
508-248-2231

SUMMER NIGHTS BONFIRE

June 11, 6-7 p.m.at 4 Dresser
Hill Road

Enjoy a campfire with Smores,
refreshments and entertainment.
Please bring your own lawn chair.
It will be held indoors in the event
of inclement weather.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Mondays - 9:30 a.m. Fitness
with Jen; 10 a.m. Cribbage; 1 p.m.
Diamond Dots

Tuesdays — 9 a.m. Sew What
Group; 9:40 a.m. Floor Yoga in the
library; 10 a.m. Billiards; 12:30
p.m. Mahjong; 1:15 p.m. Line

Wednesday, June 12 - 9 a.m.
Foot Clinic; 10:30 a.m. Next Chap-
ter Book Club discussion of last
month’s book and passing out our
next book entitled “The Thursday
Murder Club” by Richard Osman;
10:30 a.m. Crafts with Kathy: make
a fun garden craft or flag day craft!
12:45 p.m. Bingo

Tuesday, June 18 - 10:30 a.m.
Join Judi Jones in some hula hoop
extravaganza!

Thursday, June 20 - 10:30 a.m
. Cornhole Tournament on the
Common. Pick your team! 10:30
a.m. Father’s Day Coffee and Craft-
ing, followed by a BBQ Cookout at
11:445 a.m.; 1 p.m. Bemis Farms
Flying Flower Café for Butterflies
& Hummingbirds. Must sign up in
advance $15.00 Charlton Residents
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Dudley Senior Center

ednesday, June 12: Is Brown
WBag Lunch with a choice of

turkey or German bologna
sandwiches. The cost is $3 per per-
son. Please RSVP for this event so
we may order your sandwich and
condiments. Call 508-949-8015
or sign up in the Dudley senior
center.

Thursday, June 13: the Dudley
Senior Center will be celebrating
June birthdays. After the Tri-Valley
lunch we will have cake and ice
cream. Please call if you are inter-
ested in having us order a Tri-Val-
ley meal, or bring your own lunch,

have cake and ice cream with us.
Thursday, June 20: Memory Café
from noon to 2 p.m. Please come
and celebrate Father’s Day with us.
We will serve Italian grinders, tuna
and chicken finger sandwiches,
macaroni salad and tossed salad.
We will have a game of name that
tune! The cost for this event is $5.
Please RSVP for this event by call-
ing 1 508-949-8015 or sign up in
the Dudley senior center.
Wednesday, June 26: We will
serve a Potluck Lunch meatloaf,
mashed potatoes, carrots, and a va-
riety of desserts at noon. The cost

for this event is $5. Please RSVP
for this event by calling 1 508-949-
8015 or sign up in the Dudley
senior center.

Activities at Dudley Senior
Center: Tuesdays at 1 p.m. Pitch
League. Wednesday at 1 p.m. the
Dudley Senior Center Knitting
group. Tri-Valley lunches served
Mondays and Thursdays.

Note the Dudley Senior Center
is closed Thursday, June 6th
through Monday, June 10th, for
voting and on Wednesday June 19
for Juneteenth.

Adult Day Health Program serving your community

Dancing $20 for out of town guests.

Wednesdays —10:30 a.m. Penny
Drop; 12:30 Scat; 1 p.m. Tai

Chi Wednesday, June 26 - 10:30 a.m.

MK Skin Care SPF and Skin Care
presentation by Mary Kay Rep.
Thursday, June 27 - 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays - 9:40 a.m. Floor
Yoga in the library; 10 a.m. Corn
Hole; 12:30 p.m. Pitch; 1:30 Silver

Needles in the library Birthday Party with entertain-
ment by Bill McCarthy; 12:15
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES p-m. Movie Matinee “Dear John”

starring Channing Tatum and

Thursday, June 11 - 10:30 a.m.
Amanda Seyfried .

GAC meeting; 10:30 Ed Spater,
Independent Insurance Agent with
Medicare Marketplace Advice; 6
p-m. Bonfire

GET NOTICED!

Contact Diane at dgalipeau@
theyankeexpress.com to advertise today!

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS - IN & OUT
NO JOB [S TOO SMALL

* FREE ESTIMATES * ITEMS ASSEMBLED
* GENERAL CARPENTRY < INTERIOR PAINTING
* DRY WALL REPAIR * ETCETERA....

* RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844 INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728 DUDLEY, MA

IN-STORE JEWELRY REPAIR + ENGAGEMENT RINGS
CUSTOM JEWELRY DESIGN

GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

GEMSeJEWELRY+CRYSTALS#GIFTS
1223 PROVIDENCE ROAD « WHITINSVILLE, MA 01588
@LULUSGEMSGIFTS
LULUSGEMSGIFTS.COM

* Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment

¢ Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation

* Nursing & Personal Care

* Medication Administration

¢ Recreation: Social Groups,
Exercise, Current Events,
Gross motor/Cognitive Games,
Music, Bowling, Billiards

* Nutritional Meals

* Transportation Services
(DOOR TO DOOR)

/\

*ccord

ADULI‘ DAY CENTER

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

n www.accorddaycenter.com

BUSINESS BANKING
DESIGNED FOR YOU

Our flexible checking and savings accounts and services are designed
to help you leverage your cash flow and grow your business.

Chat with Howie, our Business Banking expert who has over 20 years
of banking experience in helping local businesses succeed.

Howard Carney

Business Development Officer
Phone/Text: 508-765-7319
Email: hcarney@saversbank.com

Savers Bank

Member FDIC
Member DIF @

CENBER

Simply Better.
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Community Cat Connection Celebrates 20 years

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

e non-profit local cat shelter,
Tgommunity Cat Connection
(“CCC”), is thanking all of their
volunteers past and present by cele-
brating 20 years of caring on Sunday,

June 9, from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. at its
289 Thompson Road Webster loca-

tion. “This is to thank all of our vol-
unteers, supporters, and donors who
have made our non-profit center a
success,” said Barbara Hassett, one of
the shelter volunteers. “We just want
to thank anyone and everyone who
has made any kind of donation, large
or small, for being there for us in our
mission to save the cats and kittens
of our local community”

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Automatic Delivery

* Fuel Assistance Accepted

* Burner Service

DELIVERY AREAS

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Y HOUR SEB\HG"'

We do NOT add biofuel to our product

MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton,
Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge,

CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.
Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE.,

¢ Licensed in House Technicians
(NO subcontracting)

* 0il Tank Installations
(Free Estimates)

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

H
1
1
1
i\  PER GALLON
1
:
1
1
1

SOUTHBRIDGE

From the humble beginnings of
the organization back in 2004 when
it was located in the Webster Main
Street area near the French River to
its current location on Thompson
Road since 2015, the center has
gone through many stages to find its
current home benefitting all types
of furry and loving felines. “We have
volunteers from all walks of life,
said Hassett, “students, retirees, full
and part-timers. Our volunteers
work multiple shifts cleaning in the
mornings and the late nights when
they are feeding our kittens and
adult cats, cleaning their cages and
litter boxes; fostering our medically-
challenged charges that are older but
so good; and even transporting them
for their medical appointments for
spaying, neutering, or other needs.
We just want to thank everyone for
all that they do. We want to thank
all the local businesses that have
donated supplies and funds to help
us. We are so grateful and this is our
way to thank one and all”

The CCC'’s volunteers always
seem to be there when they are
needed. All help is so greatly ap-
preciated and more volunteers
are always needed. If interested in
helping, applications can be found
on-line. Helpers are needed for
transportation including pickups
and drop-offs. Helping to prepare
for their various fundraisers is

also greatly appreciated. When the
CCC is open for adoption hours,
volunteers are needed in this area as
well. “We really need assistance to
help with staffing our table at events
where we want to tell others about us
and what we have here in Webster;’
said Hassett, “we try to attend events
and are grateful for organizations
like the Pet Rock Festival, a non-
profit that raises funds for animal
welfare groups like us; Long Subaru’s
Love a Pet; Greyhound Rescue; and
Second Chance Animal Shelter.

We have spaghetti dinners to raise
funds as well as raffles. We've held

a Pampered Chef fundraiser online
and also had the assistance of Little
Caesar’s Pizza, and the Clara Barton
House activities. We very much ap-
preciate all their help”

Barbara also stated that after
every shift, volunteers will help to
socialize the cats in their care where
they might make a connection
with one of the feral residents who

9 RUBBISH & GONTAINER SERVIGE

77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590

Phone: (508) 865-4193

FREE DROP
OFF AND
PICK UP!

Website: www.alsrubbish.com = e
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com (*

Al’s Rubbish Provides

 Dumpster Rental Serwces T Days
e All Rentals Include - ‘
Drop Off and Pick Up
No Hidden Fees
Estate Clean Outs
Furniture/Appliance
We Recycle

e

Serving the Blackstone Valley ‘and )
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Co

508-865-4193 - WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM

DUMPSTER
“RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN,
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,
NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

ya rd
S/yard

20 yard $600

Chamber of

Commerce
A x X A

mightve been injured before they
came to the CCC and may be afraid
of human contact. “Our volunteers
work wonders with our cats,” said
Barbara, “sometimes they make that
special connection and it’s a great
success for both our volunteer and
our cats”

“This special event on Sunday;,
June 9, is our way to say ‘thank you’
to everyone whos ever donated,
visited, or helped us. There will be
raffles, food, and beverages. We cer-
tainly can't do this all ourselves. We
have to thank Trudy Charette, our
founder, and Gerald and Marilyn
Fels for their wonderful generosity
and who remain our steadfast sup-
porters”

Community Cat Connection,
289 Thompson Road, Webster MA
01570. (508) 949-0779. Open to the
public Thursdays and Fridays 12
noon - 3:30 p.m. and Saturdays 10
am. - 1 p.m. www.thecommunitycat-
connection.org

$350
$450

7 Day rental

r'Colnty

Local{Small
Business)
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Webster Police Body Cameras Provide Dual Protection

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

ince March of this year,
SWebster police officers have

been using body cameras. “We
were able to obtain a $54,000 state
grant to get the program started,”
said Webster Police Chief Michael
Shaw, “and the new equipment has
been used well for the past two
months. We discussed obtain-
ing the new equipment in 2023
when our police union’s collec-
tive bargaining was in process of
negotiation and the union agreed
to consider the cameras. A couple
of our sergeants did their research
and then wrote up a policy. The
union came to an agreement about
it and we are now using the body
cameras successfully”

Chief Shaw mentioned that

the cameras are very beneficial in
reducing complaints about officers
although there has never really
been any serious complaint issues.
“A few years ago, [ wasn't really in
favor of the body cam use,” he said,
“but after reviewing and speaking
with our officers and hearing no
push back, I saw that our group
was accepting of it. We show foot-
age on our social media sites so
anyone can observe our body cam
information.” Using body cam-
eras protects not only the people

being recorded but also the police
officers.

One of the major issue for body
cameras is having enough storage
for the audio/video which is simply
solved by using cloud storage

instead of a server rack which takes
up physical storage space in-house.
Eventually, replacement of service
racks is necessary and cloud stor-
age takes care of the service rack
expense. The body cameras are

From left: Officer Steven Cacciapouti, Officer Robert Rockwood,

Chief Michael Shaw, Officer David Brooks

always on and when a situation
arises for the officer to approach a
service setting, they turn on the au-
dio which is of major importance
in establishing a true record. Cloud
storage is always secure and can
only be accessed by the Webster
Police Department.

“The audio/video record-
ing is very useful for every call
whether it’s use of force, driving
under the influence, or any other
officer intervention,” stated Chief
Shaw, “statements can be taken on
scene from citizens and witnesses
without their need to visit the
police station. We use the body
cameras every day and refer to
them on a regular basis” Recently
officers stopped a vehicle for drug
possession and the audio/video
was instrumental in showing that
all officer activity was lawful and
within the scope of their authority.
Statements are issued about the
audio/video being in use and a red
light flashes from the body camera
making it obvious that a recording
is in progress. “The use of our body
cameras will also show all the good
activity that our officers do includ-
ing situations like the recent event
of the location of the 3-year-old
autistic child found at the French
River,” said the Chief. (The French
River occurrence happened before
the use of body cameras began.)

The Police Department budgeted
for 33 body cameras within the
scope of the grant’s award.
Additionally, at the recent
Webster town meeting in May, the
department will be funded for 3
new police cruisers, replacement
of 10-year-old devices in the areas
of 10 portable hand-held radios,
outdoor building cameras, and
their antiquated phone system.
Information technology is of
paramount importance as well.
“We're a pretty young department,’
said Chief Shaw, “and we're always
incorporating our officers’ insight
and feedback. Having their input
is very important. Soon, we'll be
starting a drone unit using asset
forfeiture from drug dealers. Us-
ing the proceeds from the cash
confiscated from drug deals has
enabled us to begin the new drone
program. Each drone is valued
at $15,000. We are also looking
forward to a second police dog for
narcotics detection, have a new
officer beginning policy academy
training in July, and have two of-
ficers in field training at present.”
Other programs that the Webster
Police officers take part in are com-
munity policing, a basketball pro-
gram, and the National Night Out
which is one of the most popular
community events with a barbecue
at Memorial Beach.

Charlton Manor

£ Manor sits on over 30

C"’;ﬂi}___d“ii.;.; i/“‘,,‘,‘.—-—-'(—-a

CHARLTON MANOR

REST HOME / ASSISTED LIVING

We can help-.. We care.

OUR COMMUNITY
We are a small elegant
home with many special
features, you will feel like
you are visiting a Bed and
Breakfast or an old Inn
while you are here. We
 offer the best care and
oversight possible with

= cheerful, compassionate
staff who are eager to
serve our residents as
well as their families.

WELCOME HOME
The Charlton Manor
has been completely
transformed and ren-
ovated under the care
of Michael Turpin who
has over 30 years of
experience in health
care. The Manor is the
closest thing to a home
environment. The

acres of beautiful
country grounds.

Call Michael D. Turpin, President
Debra Fitts, Administrator
978-314-2290 or email: dfitts.cmrh@gmail.com

Father Ernie and Tom

WE CARE

At Charlton Manor we
handle all levels of care.
. We believe in aging in
place and no transfers
to a nursing home are
necessary. If needed, we
provide one-to-one
care. We are a dementia
friendly home and we
provide hospice care if
necessary. Call us for a
private tour.

Now Hiring!
CNAs and Cooks
- all positions!

Apply today!

charltonmanorresthome.com

12 Town Farm Road, Charlton MA 01507 | Tel. 508-248-5136 | Cell. 978-314-2290 | Fax 508-248-6445




8 The Yankee Xpress « www.theyankeexpress.com e June 7,2024

I

BY AMY LECLAIRE

ome mornings are simply
S crazy. The week following Me-
morial Day was no exception.
A four-day week caused a traffic
jam in the flow of our typical week.
Since Luke is a dog who married
into a busy family, he was about to
pay an unfair price. Ahem. That
is, until I stepped in. Here’s the
Wednesday morning story.

My son, Ben, fed Luke and let
him out before leaving for work at
7:15 am. I checked into the kitchen
fifteen minutes later to find the ob-
vious note. LUKE ATE. (Luke has
been known to bluff when a family
member feeds him early, facing his
bowl like an impoverished child
in pursuit of a double dip). I did
a happy dance. One less thing to
do before leaving to teach a class.

I texted my son a follow-up note.
“Did Luke poop?” Dog parenting
is much like training a toddler to

Over 30 years
in Business
Denise and

Bill Jones

WWW. TLCPETHAVEN.COVI

go on the potty. Scheduling and
communication are important. My
family is not above talking about
Luke’s poops. “No.

The weight of the world bore
down upon me.

Jim, my husband and Luke’s
Daddy, entered the scene 15 min-
utes later, briefcase in hand. “You're
headed to the office today?” I did
the math. Who would be available
for Luke this morning? “Do you
think you can let Luke out to do his
poop before you leave? I have class
this morning.”

Luke raised a brow. “Mummy;,
I'll go when I need to go” When
Luke needed to and when he could
go were two different things. Un-
like my last few Goldens, Luke
outgrew his crate when he was
only four months old. He was a
bull with a big head in a China
closet that he resented. We heard
him shift through the night like
a sheet-tossing sleep partner and
had to make a change. We allowed
Luke the freedom to choose where
he wanted to sleep downstairs.
First, he created his own safe space
beneath the kitchen table, where he
curled up like a kitten throughout
the night. I'd enter the kitchen to

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans

68 US Route 146, Sutton MA - 508-865-3180

We cater to
dogs and cats

-~

-Boarding
-Grooming
-Daycare

508576454417

wwwwoofandwhiskerinn cox

Now accepting
new grooming &
boarding clients

Book Now
for Spring
and Summer
Vacations!

265 Dudley River Road, Southbridge, Mass.

LIVING WITH LUKE

Sticking Together

find him waiting for the morning

cue to get up and walk around.

“Good boy, Luke!” Months passed,

and he began to collapse on
the dog beds we offered him.
Now, at two and one-half,
Luke has developed the sleep
habits of a male living in his
own bachelor pad. He snug-
gles with us on the couch. He
stretches like a lion across ac-
cent rugs. He sips water from
the toilet bowl. We're waiting
to find him cracking open a
Coors Light at 3 a.m. Luke
stayed in his crate until he
was over a year. When we left
him alone for a few hours,
even outside of the crate, he
never had accidents. Luke is
a dog of a different color.

“I never should have eaten
that bunny poop. My stom-
ach was off. I did my best to
hide that mound on the edge
of the carpet. How did you
find it?”

Busy lives or not, Luke
needed to do his business
before we left the house. “Go
do poopies, Luke” Daddy
let him out, but only to find
Luke trotting back up the stairs,
almost as though sensing the
immediacy of our request, and

perhaps not wanting us to leave.
He collapsed on the floor. His dog
calendar was wide open. “I need

to relax before the poop will come
out”
“He’ll be fine” Daddy detached

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil (intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how
impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving
please the Heart of God.

Believer

amyleclaire@hotmail.com

from the conflict and headed out. I
was less convinced that Luke would
be fine. It wasn't fair to make him
hold it or worse, not hold it. I
did what every good Dog Mom
does. I grabbed his leash and
told myself wed figure it out.
“You want to come to Crunch
Fitness with me, Luke?”

“I thought youd never ask!”
(I swear I noticed him wink to
an invisible reader at that very
moment). We drove in peace.
Luke has been the easiest travel
companion of all my dogs.

He popped his head from the
sunroof of his dog crate and
quietly watched the cars and
houses pass him by. We arrived
at Crunch Fitness ten minutes
early on a sunny Wednesday
morning. There was no way

I could leave Luke in the car,
even with the windows open.
The temperature was already
climbing. Dogs are vulner-
able to heat stroke. With a few
minutes to spare, I unloaded
Luke and walked him along the
sidewalk flanking the gym. We
found a patch of mulch across
the street. Luke did number
two while solving problem number
one. Hallelujah! But what would
Luke do while I teach class? Where
would I put Luke?

“That water bottle is the best!”
Luke was about to party on
through a Zumba class. He made
an immediate connection with his
Auntie Jo (sweet Bruno’s Mom)
and pranced about the room with
her water bottle. He squealed joy-
fully. He could barely contain his

LUKE

continued on page 9
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REAL ESTATE

The Mistakes Buyers could Make
Today Without a Pro Agent

uyers face challenges in any
B market and today’s is no dif-
ferent. With higher mortgage

rates and rising prices and limited
supply of homes for sale, there’s a
lot to consider. But, there’s one way
to avoid
getting
tripped
up, and
that’s lean-
ingona
real estate
agent for
the best
possible
advice. An
expert’s
insights
will help
you avoid some of the most com-
mon mistakes homebuyers are
making right now.
PUTTING OFF PRE-APPROVAL

As part of the home buying
process, a lender will look at your
finances to figure out what they’re
willing to loan you for your mort-
gage. This gives you a good idea
of what you can borrow so you
can really wrap your head around
the financial side of things before
you start looking at homes. While
house hunting can be a lot more
fun than talking about finances,
you don’t want to do this out of
order. Make sure you get your
pre-approval first. If you wait to get
preapproved until the last minute,
you might be scrambling to contact

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

a lender and miss the opportunity
to put a bid on a home.
HOLDING OUT FOR PERFECTION
While you may have a long list
of must-haves and nice-to-haves,
you need to be realistic about your
home search. Even though your
ideal state is you find a home that
checks every box, you may need to
be willing to compromise espe-
cially since inventory is still low.
Plus, a home that has everything
you want may be too pricey. When
you expect to find the perfect
home, you could prolong the home
buying process by holding out for
something better. Or you could
end up paying more for a home

just because it meets all your needs.

Instead, look for something that
has most of your must-haves and
good bones where you can add
anything else you may need down
the line.
BUYING MORE HOUSE THAN YOU CAN
AFFORD

With today’s mortgage rates
and home prices, there’s no argu-
ing it’s expensive to buy a home.
And while it may be tempting to
stretch your finances a bit further
than you’re comfortable with
to make sure you get the house,
you want to avoid overextend-
ing your budget. Make sure you
talk to your agent about how
changing mortgage rates impact
your monthly payment. Focus on
what monthly payment you can
afford rather than fixating on the

maximum loan amount you qualify
for. Just because you can qualify
for a $300,000 loan doesn’t mean
you can comfortably handle the
monthly payments that come with
it along with your other financial
obligations. Every borrower’s case
is different, so factor in your whole
financial profile when determining
how much house you can afford.
NOT WORKING WITH A LOCAL REAL
ESTATE AGENT

This last one may be the most
important of all. Buying a home
is a process that involves a lot of
steps, paperwork, negotiation, and
more. Rather than take all of this
on yourself, it’s a good idea to have
a pro working with you. The right
agent will reduce your stress and
help the process go smoothly. At-
tempting to buy a home without a
real estate agent makes the process
more arduous than it needs to be.
A real estate agent can give you
professional guidance and legal
references, market expertise and
support, which will save you time,
money and stress. They can also
increase your chances of finding
the right home so you don’t have to
spend hours scouring the internet
for listings. Mistakes can cost you
time, frustration, and money. If
you want to buy a home in today’s
market, connect with The Mar-
zeotti Group or a local real estate
professional so you have a pro on
your side who can help you avoid
complications.

LUKE

continued from page 8§

sudden luck. “Fitness is the best.
I feel like they cranked the AC
too!” I set up my music with only
one minute to spare. I couldn’t let
Luke roam freely about the room.
Members needed to concentrate on
the dances. How would I teach a
full Zumba class with my dog?

I was about to find out that I
would teach with my dog present

very easily. Leashed and tied to a
bar at the back end of the room be-
side Auntie Jo, Luke rested against
her cloth pocketbook and listened
to the music calmly; an old man
waiting for a catch on a fishing
boat. He looked up every so often
at me and broke into a smile that
made my heart dance. “You can
always count on me to be a good
boy, Momma. We just need to stick
together”

I couldn’t agree with Luke more.

Stay tuned for more on Luke
Valentino.

Follow him on IG @livingwith-
lukevalentino

Write to Amy at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

SIVIALL LOAD

el
LAMACCHIA

REALTY

Maribeth Marzeotti
OR®, C ES

REAL

Marzeotti Group

MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163

www.MarzeottiGroup.net

REALTY PARTMERS™

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704
Worcester, MA 01609
774-230-3500 « 508-943-6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

50 Years Real Estate
Experience

Diane Luong
CBR, SRES, MBA
774-239-2937

&
JoAnn Szymczak
GRI, SRES, CBR
774-230-5044

REMB rREMAX

Advantage I

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to
4 Realtors? You found us!

Together, We're

Working For You!
Providing Real Estate
Needs For:

- Retirees - Families

- Seniors - Veterans
-1st Time Buyers - Military
-Empty Nesters - Investors
-Waterfront Buyers - And more

H .
.
REAL ESTATE GROUP

Laurie Sullivan

REALTOR

Licensed in MA.& CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

43 East Main St., Webster
Office: 508.943.4333
Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611
Web: hope2own.com
Email: Isullivan@hope2own.com

Custom Conerets - Metered Pours

OPEN YEAR ROUND

ONCRETE, LLC

%W kg CONCRETE APPLICATIONS WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?

« Patios * Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
FAlAR Ao E *Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc. * Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
*Footings * Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
Walk-ins Welcome! *Retaining Walls ; f%satnljsfl\];ﬁz:mr.nm Waste
. -Walk\.:vayslS|dewaIks Saturday + Winter rates in effect
895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn *Curbing pours Call to schedule your pour today
Located in the rear of Dunkin Donuts *Steps available

908-770-1200

774-420-6156

Candice Lavoie, Owner/Master Stylist

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

f @smallloadconcrete.sutton
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Programs & Events @ the Pearle L. Crawford

(Dudley) Library

40 Schofield Avenue, Dudley

508-949-8021

Join us for one of our programs at
the Pearle!

To register go to www.crawfordli-
brary.org or call 508-949-8021

Summer Reading Kickoff Ice
Cream Social with

Ice Cream Pharm!!

Thursday, June 13, 1:00

mat. Wear layers, do not eat heavily
1.5-2 hours before class.

MOVIES AT THE PEARLE!!
Tuesdays in June at 1:00
June 4: Anyone But You
June 11: Mean Girls
June 18: Wonka
June 25: Night Swim

GENTLEYOGA

Mondays in June

10:00-11:00 in the Fels Commu-
nity Room

SUMMER READING 2024 IS HERE!!

READ, RENEW, REPEAT Join Jia Borgia, certified yoga
Registration begins Thursday, instructor, for traditional “on the MAHJONG AT THE PEARLE
June 13 mat” yoga class with 15 minute re- Wednesday, June 5, 12 & 26

& runs through August 11! laxation at the end. Bring your own

Get your @M KReady for Swnmer

Hummingbird Feeders

= Bird Baths &
?’\ anhd Much More! ,
The Qrioles are Back! *

10:00-12:30 Fels Community
Room

Mahjong made its way over to
the U.S. from China in the early
1920s. It was marketed as an ancient
Chinese game, but it was actually
created in the nineteenth century.
The game consists of players com-
peting to form distinct sets or pairs
of tiles, similar to gin rummy.

Everyone welcome, registration
not required.

YOGA

Thursday, June 6

6:00-7:00 in the Fels Community
Room

Join Jia Borgia, certified yoga
instructor, for traditional “on the
mat” yoga class

with 15 minute relaxation at the
end. Bring your own mat. Wear
layers, do not eat heavily 1.5-2
hours before class.

508-347-BIRD
www. TheBirdStoreandMor

‘

S
14

ONCE UPON A CRIME BOOK CLUB-
WHILE IDAHO SLEPT
By: J. Reuben Appelman

We carry all
the Wine,
Beer and

Spirits
for your
celebration
of spring!

o [Aine Wine o Crafii Beer o loieny e
JBottie]Redemptionflin:StorelSpecialsEli:

*Excellent Selection
» Convenient Store Shopping
*Discount Store Pricing
Fine Cigars * 99¢ Nips

04 Meafin S, Wielbstar, MA
Hours: Mon-Sat 8am -11pm ¢ Sun 10 am - 10 pm

Friday, June 7

11:00-12:00

Adult Reading Area

Do you have a passion for true
crime and examining the details
of each case? This book club is for
you!

The “Once Upon A Crime Book
Club” meets the first Friday of
every month in the adult reading
area. All books will be pre-ordered
and available for pick up at the
circulation desk.

HERBAL INFUSED OILS & SALVES

Monday, June 10

6:00-7:30

Fels Community Room

Learn to create a healing balm
that has endless possibilities for the
skin and body.

Practice the process of infusing
an oil and turning it into a topical
salve using calendula, comfrey, and
other beneficial herbs.

Presented by Christine Leo, M.
Ed. Certified Traditional Herbalist
and Dudley resident.

This program is sponsored by
the Dudley Agricultural Commis-
sion & the Town of Dudley.

Registration required

CRAFTERNOONS WITH LENA

Paper Roll Bird

Tuesday, June 11

2:00-3:00

Fels Community Room

Spend the afternoon with our
experienced and enthusiastic
instructor, Lena. You'll leave with a
one-of-a-kind creation to enjoy!

Registration is required.

RESUME REVIEW WITH NICHOLS
COLLEGE CAREER CENTER DIRECTOR
LIZ HORGAN

Tuesday, June 11

11:00-1:00 Adult Reading Area

Do you need help updating your
resume?

A Nichols College Career Center
representative will work with you
individually to strengthen your
resume.

Please bring an up-to-date
resume draft along with a job
description of interest.

This service is free and open to all.

Registration is required.

CRAWFORD LIBRARY BOOK GROUP

Monday, June 24

6:00-7:30

Book: My Life

By: Golda Meir

Author: Books are available at
the circulation desk for checkout

one month prior to discussion.
No registration required.

*Meeting fourth Monday of each
month.

INTRODUCTION TO BIRDS & BIRD-
WATCHING

Thursday, June 27

6:30-7:30

Fels Community Room

Find out what makes birds
unique within the animal king-
dom, where and how to locate
birds in different settings, and basic
bird biology and behavior.

This presentation is facilitated by
Mass Audubon and funded by the
Hugh W. & Harriet K. Crawford
Endowment Fund for the Pearle L.
Crawford Memorial Library.

No registration required.

PICKING PARLOR JAM

a “mostly” Bluegrass Focused
Jam Session

1st Saturday of every month

10:00-12:00 in the Fels Room

This is an unplugged acoustic
jam. All talent levels welcome...
beginners on up! Don’t want to
play? No problem, listeners are
welcome too!

QUILTING GROUP

Wednesdays @ 1:30

All quilters and would-be
quilters are invited to join our new
group. Bring your projects!

KNIT & CROCHET GROUP

Thursday 5:30-7:30 and Friday
10:00-12:00

All stitchers are welcome for this
informal group

FRIENDS OF THE PEARLE L. CRAW-
FORD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Big Y Community Bag Program!

The Big Y Store Leadership
Team has selected

Friends of the Pearle L. Craw-
ford Memorial Library as June
2024 Community Bag Program
Nonprofit Partner.

This means the Friends will re-
ceive a $1 donation for every $2.50
reusable Community Bag sold
during June 2024 at: Big Y, 505 East
Main Street, Southbridge MA

YOUTH PROGRAMS:
Hatch the Chicken Tuesday, June
4: All Day

Children’s Room

Hatching eggs will be set up in
the children’s room for families to
come in and watch as we incubate
chicken eggs and watch them even-
tually hatch!
Guest Reader Story Time - Mon-
day, June 3

6:00

Join our guest reader for a fun
story along with activities.

DUDLEY LIBRARY

continued on page 11
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Dudley Middle School students launch the DMA Anita

An Empowering Student Citizen Scientists: Miniboat Program for Global Ocean Stewardship

grade DMS students em-

barked on a seafaring journey
with faculty members Claudette
Eagleton, Dena Kobel and
Stacy Lynch. The project was
funded by a MIT Sea Grant
through their STREAM Grant
program, which supports
coastal education and commu-
nity science. The DMS launch
was inspired by the Thomp-
son Middle School miniboat
project, the TMS Sea Chal-
lenger. DMS students met with
the TMS miniboat crew and
University of Rhode Island
Graduate School of Oceanog-
raphy staff at the 2023 Ocean Race
Stopover in Newport.

This project, led by DMS science
teacher Stacy Lynch, was accom-
plished during an after-school
program utilizing the Educational
Passages Miniboat Program, which
creates inclusive learning experi-
ences for the DMS community.
Through building, deploying,

T wenty-six sixth and seventh

notecard; a Boston Red Sox t-shirt;
Dippin’ Donuts business card, and
a DMS shirt.

Follow Anita’s progress dur-

and tracking a miniboat at sea,
students connected with their local

foster ocean literacy and engage-
ment, and promote understanding
of ocean currents, climate change
impacts, and global cultural con-

time capsule of sorts in her cargo
hold containing donated items that
were selected by the students to
represent the Dudley community.

environment and community, as
well as with communities around

nections. They include a Mason Road School  ing its 13-week voyage at https://
The DMS crew built ~ winter hat; lanyards from educationalpassages.org/boats/

and delivered DMS Dudley’s four public schools, a dmsanita/

Anita to the URI School =~ Town of Dudley coffee mug and

of Oceanography

Research to be boarded
upon its vessel the RV
Endeavor. They have
graciously agreed to
deploy Anita during
their next research trip,
which sails on May 17,
2024. The Endeavor will
be conducting research
just past the continental shelf
and will deploy Anita toward the
end of their trip. Once set adrift,
Anita will begin sending back to
the students GPS positioning, air
temperature and surface water
temperature data.

Where Anita will find land,
nobody knows. But once she does
set ashore, finders will discover a

Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs

Pickup & Delivery ® Lawnmower Repair

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

the world.

Organized into teams - launch,
cargo, deck, hull & keel, sail, media
& tech - fifth and sixth grade
students helped build, manage
tasks, and track progress, while the
seventh and eighth grade students
equipped the boat with satellite
transmitters and sensors for data
collection. The project aimed to

DUDLEY LIBRARY

continued from page 10

We are excited to welcome our
guest readers!

Toddler Storytime - Ages Tues-
day, June 4 & 11

10:30-11:00

Storytime Room

Join us for a story and activity.
For ages 0-3.

PreK Storytime

Wednesday, June 5 & 12
10:30-11:15

Storytime Room

Join us for a story and activity.
For ages 3-5.

Young Scientist STEM Program -
Tuesday, June 4

11:15 -12:00 Storytime Room

Children, ages 3-6, will learn
STEM (Science, Technology;,
Engineering, and Math) concepts
through hands-on activities, story
time, challenges, and simple exper-
iments in this weekly STEM series
facilitated by STEM Beginnings.
Parents/Caregivers are encouraged
to help their child and join in the
fun during each class! Siblings are
welcome and must be supervised.

Registration required.

YMCA Family & Community
Partnership is funded by the Mas-
sachusetts Coordinated Family &
Community Engagement (CFCE)
Grant and awarded to the YMCA
of Central Massachusetts by the
Department of Early Education
and Care.

Dungeons & Dragons Game
Thursdays, 6:00-7:30

Are you looking to play a game
that contains action, adventure,
and drama?

Funeral Home

Roland P. Malboeuf & John P. Hickey
Directors of Funerals

delivered with the silliness that
you might imagine accompanying
a program about poop for kids. It
is the perfect combination of fun,
and fabulous, fascinating facts, so
that kids (and parents) never forget
what they learned.

Aimed at the 5-10 age group, the

Come play the world’s number
one role playing game.

This program geared towards
kids that are looking to learn more
about playing and some short
adventures!

Chillin’ at the Library with Miss
Courtney - Thursday, June 20 &

Considerate and

Thursday June 27 program engages kids as young as .
6:00-6:45 3and as old as 12. Parents love it personal attention
Children’s Room too! Registration is required.

to every detail to
serve you in your

Courtney will introduce some-
thing a little different every week
including journaling - blackout

Take a Tromp Through the
Swamp! Concert with Tom Siel-
ing - Thursday, June 27

poetry - doodling - diary - and 1:00-2:00 c

even haikus. Fels Community Room time Of ne ed .
This weekly program is all “Take a Tromp Through the

about fun and surprising “writing”  Swamp!”, Tom’s 2024 Summer

focused creative expression for kids
8+. Registration is required.
Poop Museum - Saturday, June 22
10:00-11:00
Fels Community Room
The Poop Museum is a children’s
program all about the serious
science of poop and pooping,

Reading program, is designed
around the “Read, Renew, Repeat”
theme. Tom’s programs also in-
clude lots of encouragement about
reading, library usage, and the kids
making music a big part of their
lives if that sounds good to them.
No registration required.

340 School Street, Webster MA 01570
Phone: (508) 943-1515

QUALI:I' Y BUILDING'MATERIALS

FORALL YOUR NEW.CONSTRUCT; TRUCTIO;N:AW IIaREJMODEI:’ N'G‘NEEDS"”*W

P e A RS Al T Ey 2 \

PROFES‘SIONA‘L SERVICE ¢ FREE DELIVERY ¢ ESTIMATING
Lumber&Plywood \Wlndows C Doors e Millwork ° Roofing ¢ Insulation °
Decking ¢ Rail Systems\- Sldlng Hard\vlrood «‘Fasteners * and Much More.m

J‘."”J

4 'Famlly Owneda'And‘Operated Since 1952

124{Vla|n St., Millbury
JE IR cslumberco.com © 508-865-4822

A,

o< %
0 0
HOMEOWNERS

N

& ‘@
£ WELCOME! &

Mon.-Fri. 730@-3pm o' Sat. 7:30am-noon
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In spite of a sprinkle of rain,
the annual Dudley/Webster
Memorial Day Parade on May
27 went off in good order
with marchers and parade
watchers keeping dry under
umbrellas and awnings.
Photos clockwise from below: First Baptist
Church marchers; Color guard; Loughlin
Belcher; Webster Cub Scout Pack 274;
Webster-Dudley VFW Post 184 Commander

Dick Norton; Webster Fire Department
vintage fire engine

| ' i o e




better place in which to live.

Earth Day Cleanup on Saturday, April 27, 2024. The Club was

assigned to clean up Bond Road and members did an exem-
plary job picking up trash and litter along the road. About 15 bags
of debris was sent to the dumpster, helping make our community a

The Charlton Lions Club participated in Charlton’s Annual

Lions Clubs are made up of service-minded volunteers providing
services and programs to make our communities better places in
which to live. We support eye research and treatment and diabetic
camps for local children. Peace Poster and speech competitions are
supported for local children, and holiday gifts for families in need,
and scholarships are provided for our schools. All funds raised from
our community activities are 100% put back into the community.

Pictured from left to right: Lions Michele Piergallini, Shelley Yeager-Doucette, Cindy
Young, Patrick Husereau, Kathy Gallant, Dana Gould, Carole Duquette
missing from photo: Lion Jim Stoddard and Steve Doucette
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Alzheimer’s Support at the
Charlton Public Library

Awareness Month, and Charl-

ton Public Library, in collabo-
ration with Dementia Friendly
Charlton, offers support for
those living with Alzheimer’s or
another dementia. Our friendly
and helpful staff are all trained
Dementia Friends and ready to
welcome you to our Library.

J une is Alzheimer’s and Brain

MEMORY SUPPORT COLLECTION
Charlton Public Library
is pleased to offer a Memory
Support Collection specifi-
cally designed for those with
memory-related issues as well
as their caregivers, family and
friends. The collection consists
of Memory Kits (books, games,
puzzles, and other materials on a
set theme), as well as individual
books (for all ages), videos, music
CDs, even a couple of “compan-
ion pets” (batteries included!)--
all designed to provide comfort,
spark reminiscence, and encour-
age conversation. The items are
available for checkout with a
valid library card!

Milford Regional to Host Free Webinar
for Parents on How to Best Support
LGBTQ+ Youth

ilford Regional Medical

Center’s Community Bene-

fits Committee is sponsoring
a free webinar, “Opening Doors to
Youth Mental Health: How Parents
Can Best Support Their LGBTQ+
Child” The webinar is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 12 at 7 p.m.

The latest in a series of youth

mental health panel events, this
webinar will feature clinical profes-

sionals’ expert guidance and provide
resources to provide positive mental
health. A parent will also join the

panel to discuss her lived experience.

Registration is required. To reg-
ister, visit milfordregional.org and
select “Classes and Events” on the
homepage and then view “Webi-
nars.” A link will be sent 24 hours
prior to the webinar to complete
registrations. Registration closes on

June 11.

Direct questions to Milford
Regional Public Relations and
Community Benefits Manager
Michelle Sanford at 508-422-2827
or msanford@milreg.org.

Milford Regional’s Community
Benefits Committee is dedicated to
the improvement of the commu-
nity’s health through its leadership
and local partnerships.
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430 Main St., Oxford, MA

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and
Electric Openers
- Commercial and Residential -

Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

'Many new:styles and colors=" '
7 _t_o choose from. :

E Visit our display by appointment e

MONTHLY CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP

This monthly Dementia/
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support
Group is held on the 3rd Thurs-
day of every month from 6-7:30
p.m. in the Community Meeting
Room. It is facilitated by Tri-Val-
ley and the Alzheimer’s Support
Network of South Central Mas-
sachusetts. Led by an experi-
enced professional, attendees will
obtain information, resources,
and strategies specific to caring

for someone with Alzheimer’s
and other dementias at all stages
along with support for transition-
ing to different care settings. This
is a drop-in group and pre-regis-
tration is not required. For more
information, contact Alzheimer’s
Support Network at 1-800-286-
6640 extension 3123, or info@
alzsupportnet.org.

|

Steak & Seafoodll

Dads don't like cookouts

They like to dine out!

HAPPY FATHER’S DA

9 SEATING 12:00 noon
12:30 pm

AVAILABLE :00pm

TIMES

2:30 pm
3:00 pm
3:30 pm

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

508-478-0871 « 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon %

See Our Menu on our website

www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

Cli<eE=l 4 ~ -
4| GOURMET,
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THE CAR DOCTOR jpaul@aaanortheast.com

Low milage, the brakes suffer

I drive a 2003 Pontiac
Bonneville SSEI with just
@ 49,000 miles on it. The

headlight assemblies are cracked
and need replacement. My me-
chanic allows me to buy the parts
and charges for labor to install.
He wants $220 for the labor to
replace the two assemblies, saying
it will take at least two hours. Is
this reasonable? It seems to me
that a few bolts are all that hold
the assemblies in place and the
wiring harness looks to be easy
to disconnect and connect to the
new assemblies. Should it really
take two hours plus for a me-
chanic to make the swap?

It will take about 1.2

A hours to remove the old

@ lamp assemblies and
about another 30 minutes to
properly align the new head-
lights. I would say that two hours’
labor is not excessive and even
though the car has extremely low
miles, it is 21 years old and there
may be some stubborn or rusted
fasteners to deal with.

I have a 1971 Ford Mus-
tang and I am thinking of
@ switching all the exte-
rior lights to LEDs. I have read
that you have warned owners of
newer cars not to do this, because

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS
SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR
KNOCKS & NOISES

FULL SERVIGE AUTO REPAIR

thi"g HEATING/COOLING

vice 1'“
8 EAST MAIN ST.,WEBSTER, MA 508-736-9482 . * anythingautowebster.com

AFTER MARKET

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
'}f COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC
OIL CHANGES

it could damage the computer
system. Since my Mustang does
not have a computer can I change
out these bulbs?

I certainly have seen

A many older cars change

@ all the bulbs to LEDs, but
I have also seen some cases of
overheating sockets and melted
housings. The headlight bulbs
that I have seen use a one-piece
design with multiple bulbs in
the lamp. Prior to installing any
bulbs read the packaging that it
is legal for on-road use. Person-
ally, I would just replace the stock
bulbs with new bulbs (the new
ones will be brighter) and replace
the headlights with a quality
halogen bulb.

The trim molding that is
right up against the rear
@ side window of the car

has peeled and rusted. I scraped
off the rest of the peeling black
paint and used sandpaper to
remove most of the rust and now
has an even surface. My inten-
tion is to spray it with Rustoleum

BUYE PAY

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Bad Credit - No Credit
No Problem
WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

Come Check Out Our Prices!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.

204 Main Street « Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

o=
Ll
—_—

T

HOT ROD SERVICES:

Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:

(508) 9% 3-0009
138 West Main St.
Dudley, WA

EVERYTHING FROM
DAILY DRIVERS
TO CLASSICS

Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

flat black combination paint and
primer. Should this give me last-
ing results?

Just like all painting
as long as the surface
@ it prepped properly it

should be fine. The more time
you spend on prep the better
chance of a good outcome. I did
something similar on the wiper
arms of my car where the paint
just sand blasted off over time.
The wiper arms were flat black,

I looked around the house and

I had some black stove paint. I
lightly sanded the wiper arms,
used a primer and then the

stove paint. The end result was
quite good and as a conversation
starter, heat resistant to over
1000 degrees. The Rustoleum flat
black should be fine and give you
long-lasting results.

We have three cars in
our family and one of
@ them I am only driving

1000 miles per year now and my
brakes have suffered. The rotors
rust very quickly, and I have had
to replace rotors and pads three
times in the past seven years and
maybe 10,000 miles in total. The
last time the calipers needed
to be replaced because it was
claimed were “frozen’ and not
working at all, although the car
seemed to stop fine, even when
making simulated emergency
stops. Is there anything that can
be done about this ongoing and
expensive issue?

Brakes get rusty and the

A best thing you can do

@ is drive the car a little
each week.
Even justa
few miles will
exercise the
brakes and
wear off any
rust. Yes, it
is possible
the caliper
slides were
frozen, but
they may have been able to have
been cleaned and lubricated.
Although depending on the age
of the car, replacing the caliper
may have been money well spent.
As a side note we have a 09 VW
Beetle convertible that has sat on
Cape Cod (so salty air) and my
wife just went home for a week
and she said the rotors were very
rusty, but the brakes worked fine.
After about 50 miles of driving
to visit family and then to a local
AAA Approved Auto Repair shop
for a state vehicle inspection,
the brakes cleaned up nicely and
were free of rust.

BY JOHN PAUL

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s
Car Doctor. He has over forty years’
experience and is an ASE-certified
master technician. He will answer
readers’ questions each week. Email
your questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com. Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on Face-
book at mrjohnfpaul.

Professional Car Cleaning
Motorcycles & Boats
i eltoAW/AS EIR@EERWinten:
ndigivelyounscaria

Over
40 years in
business

PEEPR
cOEANE (!

218 Worcester St., N. Grafton
774-272-0815

AUTO
DETAIL

www:catacchioautodetail:com

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner

R.S. #3926

e e

7 Industrial Park West,
Building 2
Oxford, MA 01540

908298751070




TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING dennis.antonopoulos @edwardjones.com

Financial Tips for Widows
and Widowers

most painful experiences
anyone can have. Unfortu-
nately, widows and widowers
have to deal with more than just
the emotion-
al trauma

— they also
must con-
sider a range
of financial
issues. If
you've re-
cently been
widowed,
what finan-
cial moves
should you consider?

For starters, don’'t rush into
any major decisions. If you're still
in the grieving process, you are
unlikely to be in the best shape to
make significant choices affecting
your finances and your life.

But once you feel ready to look
at your situation objectively and
make appropriate choices, con-
sider the following steps:

» Review your finances. Look
at your entire financial picture —
your assets, investments, debts
and income. If you and your
spouse had communicated well
about your finances, and you
shared decisions, you hopefully
won’t encounter any big sur-
prises. But if your spouse was

the partner who mostly handled
financial matters, you may need
to get up to speed quickly on
what you have and what you owe.
And if your spouse had provided
a large amount of your household
income, you will also need to
determine what changes you may
need to make to your lifestyle.

o Address insurance issues. If
you will receive a death benefit
from your spouse’s insurance
policy, what will you do with the
money? It may prove helpful in
funding your own retirement or
meeting other financial goals. But

Losing a spouse is one of the

BY DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

you’ll also want to be clear about
what other beneficiaries, such as
your children, might receive. And
while you're looking at insurance,
you also might want to look at
your own policies — do you need
to change beneficiaries?

« Review your Social Security
options. If you are at least 60 and
you were married at least nine
months, you may be entitled to
Social Security survivor ben-
efits. (If you remarry before age
60, you typically cannot receive
survivor benefits, but you can
reinstate them if this subsequent
marriage ends.) The amount of
your survivor’s benefits depends
on your age and the age of your
deceased spouse. You can’t claim
your deceased spouse’s benefits
along with your own retirement
benefits, so if you qualify for
survivor and retirement benefits,
you’ll receive the larger amount.
Depending on your situation,
you might come out ahead by
delaying your retirement benefits,
giving them the chance to grow,
while you accept survivor bene-
fits. For more details on receiving
Social Security benefits, visit the
Social Security Administration’s
website at www.ssa.gov.

» Review your estate
plans. The death of a spouse
can certainly affect your family’s
estate plans. So, it’s a good idea
to review these plans to see what
changes, if any, need to be made.
When conducting this review,
you’ll benefit from working with
an estate-planning professional.

Finally, keep in mind that you
don’t have to go it alone dur-
ing this difficult time. If you’re
already working with a financial
professional, they can help. If
you aren’t currently working with
one, now might be the time to
start. By looking at your finances
and your family situation holisti-
cally, a financial professional can

“U0here Smnmzr

igmIEXHAUSTed

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge
508-526-3169

Custom Exhaust & Brake Experts
*Engines ° Transmissions ° Tires °Oil Changes
* Brakes *Converters ° Welding & Fabrication Services

Shines its Countenonce t[yon’I‘le)

U-KNIGHTED 3

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR
WelarelthekkGivelmelalB RAKE S

IREpaigShonz

FREE Brake Inspection
with every 0il Change

provide guidance that can help
ease the stress you are naturally
feeling.

Few events are as sad as los-
ing a spouse. But when you feel
ready, start taking the steps
necessary to continue forward on
your life’s journey.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or den-
nis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones Member SIPC
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Edward Jones

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

5.40 %"

3-Month

0/, APY*
6-Month 5 [ 3 5 /0

0/. APY*
1-Year 5 | 3 O A)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/29/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 22277329

* Chip & Crack Repair
* Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

« Certified technicians to your location
* Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,
motor home, windows & sunroofs
¢ Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles

 Fabrication of flat glass

* Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

* In-shop service * Free mobile service

* Saturday service

* Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius

¢ Quality workmanship guaranteed

* Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
 Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571

800-479-7697 - 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 12pm

WVisit/Us at roysautoglass:net

REFINISH AND RESTORE YOUR HOUSE

EXTERIOR PAINTING 2.

» Make your home more beautiful than ever
» Increase the value and the life of your property
» Protect your house from the elements

- CELEBRATING -

YEARS

SINCE 2003

)z
Z all 7S

CONSTRUCTION

L 508-231-7703

X% alltimesconstruction1@gmail.com

Experienced Team - Professionals - Affordable Prices

> FULLY INSURED
» FREE ESTIMATES

Any EXTERIOR PAINTING for
houses larger than 2,000 sqft

% www.alltimesconstruction.com
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Upcoming Events @ Charlton Public Library

Visit our website (charltonlibrary.
org) for a full listing of programs
and events or to register.

MOVIE MATINEES @ THE LIBRARY

All showings are on Tuesdays at
1:00 in Dexter Hall. No registration
required. Free popcorn!

June 4: Poor Things. 2023. Rated
R. 141 minutes.

June 11: The Color Purple. 2023.
Rated PG-13.140 minutes.

June 18: Ordinary Angels. 2024.
Rated PG. 116 minutes.

June 25: Wish. 2023. Rated PG.
92 minutes.

SILVER NEEDLES KNIT & CROCHET
GROUP

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 - Up-
stairs Reading Room - No registra-
tion required

Bring your current project and
relax with friends. All are welcome
regardless of skill level.

BETTER READ THAN DEAD BOOK
CLUB

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

REM

Pick up is also available

THEBEST/DEAL AROUND!!!

ALLTHE TIME -Cash/Paid

forYour nght &|Heavy/Scrap

for a FREE
estimate.

Over 300 Colors in

Actual Slabs
in Yard

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury

1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800

ﬁ SHREWSBURY

Marble & Granite, Inc

Biggest selecton
of marble, granite

and quartz.

ALL MARBLE & GRANITE
SLABS ON SITE

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5
Fri. & Sat. 9-4

TILL DEATH DO US PART by
Vincent Bugliosi

Wednesday, June 5, 11:00-12:00 -
Sibley Reading Area - No registra-
tion required

A monthly meetup to discuss
true crime books. Books available
from circulation prior to discus-
sion.

Shamrocks in Cyberspace: Irish
Genealogy Databases presentation
by Mike Brophy

Thursday, June 6, 6:00-7:30
- Community Meeting Room -
Registration requested

Information about our Irish
ancestors is exploding on the
internet. The best websites for Irish
research are explored and analyzed.
Michael Brophy is a nationally
known, professional genealogical
researcher, heir search specialist,
and lecturer from the Boston area.

PAINTING WORKSHOP WITH GREG
MAICHACK

Tuesday, June 11, 2:00-4:00
- Community Meeting Room -
Registration required

Greg will guide participants
through pastel painting a stun-
ning jellyfish. This workshop is for
adults and teens 18+ beginners to
advanced painters and materials
are included. Supported in part
from a grant from the Charlton
Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council, a state
agency.

VAPOR

772 Quinebaug Rd., Quinebaug, CT 06262

(860) 497-0097

ExileVaporCT@gmail.com

Conveniently located a few hundred feet from the MA border

Always fully stocked with FLAVORED
dispos, e-liquid and ALL coils and pods!

Same great service and knowledge as my
previous store, Bay State Vapor from Auburn, MA

VIRTUAL BOOKTALK WITH “LEAD-
ING MEN” AUTHOR CHRISTOPHER
CASTELLANI

Tuesday, June 11, 6:30-7:30 -
via Zoom (visit the Library event
calendar for link)

Go behind the scenes of
Christopher Castellani’s critically-
acclaimed novel, Leading Men,
which dramatizes the tempestuous
relationship between Tennessee
Williams, his longtime partner
Frank Merlo, and their protégé, an
aspiring Swedish actress named
Anja Bloom. Set in 1950s Italy as
well as contemporary Boston, the
novel features a collision of fiction
and reality that Castellani will illu-
minate with a brief reading as well
as archival photos and audio.

CPLBOOK DISCUSSION

THE TATTOOIST OF AUS-
CHWITZ by Heather Morris

Thursday, June 13, 6:00-7:00 -
Community Meeting Room and
via Zoom - No registration

Books are available for check-
out at the adult circulation desk
one month prior to discussion.
Visit the Library event calendar for
Zoom link.

SUMMER READING PROGRAM
STARTS!

Monday June 17, 9:30 Sharp!
(Runs through August 2)

This year’s theme is “Read,
Renew, Repeat” and promises
something for everyone! Adults,
Teens, and Children all have fun
programs and prizes to offer. Stop
by to sign up and spin the prize
wheel!

RAINBOW WALL HANGING

Tuesday, June 18, 6:00-7:30 -
Community Meeting Room

We're crafting a cheerful wall
hanging made of painted wooden
beads and fluffy pom poms! This
program is for adults and teens
ages 13 and up. Registration is
required.

ALZHEIMER'’S CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP

Thursday, June 20, 6:00-7:30 -
Community Meeting Room - No
registration required

Led by experienced caregivers

MASTER PLUMBER
I LIC. NO. 9216

I‘%ﬂw Plumbing & Heating, Tnc.

. ' PLUMBING * HEATING * GAS FITTING ANY
BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

| RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL E
(508) 234-3649 i

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON MA 01590-2714

DISGOUNT  nanoicap |

and offers information, resources,
and strategies specific to caring
for someone with Alzheimer’s
and other Dementias along with
support for transitioning to differ-
ent care settings. No registration
Co-sponsored by Tri-Valley and
Charlton Public Library.

SUCCULENT GARDEN WITH BEMIS
FARMS

Friday, June 21, 2:00-4:00
- Community Meeting Room -
Registration and Copay in person
required

Tina Bemis from Bemis Farm
Nursery will lead the group in
creating a succulent driftwood
“planter” that can be hung on the
wall. This class is limited to 20
participants and requires a non-
refundable copay of $10.00. Please
visit the adult circulation desk to
register and pay.

COMPOSTING 101

Tuesday, June 25, 6:30-7:30
- Community Meeting Room -
Registration required

Did you know you can recycle
all your kitchen scraps and yard
waste, and turn it into beneficial
food for your plants? Yep. We've
got it all covered, from the “how
to” to the “how much”. The experts
from Blackstone Valley Veggie
Gardens will be here to walk us
through the process.

CULE (CHARLTON UKULELE LEAGUE &
ENSEMBLE)

Thursday, June 27, 6:00-7:30 -
Community Meeting Room - No
registration required

Experienced musicians and
newbies all welcome. Questions?
Email Cule5632@gmail.com

CRITICAL THINKING DISCUSSION
GRoOUP

PHILOSOPHICAL INVESTI-
GATIONS by Ludwig Wittgenstein

Friday, June 28, 1:00-2:00 -
Sibley Reading Area (Main Floor)
- No registration required

No experience with critical
thinking discussion groups is
necessary. Books/materials are
available for checkout one month
prior to discussion. Questions?
Email saga3@charter.net.

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

SENIORS |
VETERANS ;

(one per
household)
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The Ghosts of Great Swamp

BY THOMAS DAGOSTINO

he Great Swamp fight in
TCharlestown, Rhode Island

was one of the most impor-
tant battles of King Philip’s War.
This is also known as the forgot-
ten war as it does not appear in
many scholastic history books
or school curriculum which is
rather unfortunate, as the conflict
was the bloodiest war per capita
ever fought on American soil.
The Narragansetts had signed
a neutral treaty with the Eng-
lish stating they would not get
involved in the war but at the
same time, felt obligated to help
women and children from tribes
that had been displaced during
the conflict. Governor Winslow
took this as a sign of treachery on
the Narragansett’s part and or-
dered an attack upon their winter
quarters.

On December 19, 1675, 1,150
English and Mohegans, with the
help of a captured Narragansett
named Peter, easily marched up
to Conanchet’s five-acre fort in
Great Swamp. At first, they found
it difficult to penetrate the mas-

CLOSE MY PORCH

Do you have a porch with ripped screens

sive fortress until a Connecticut
regiment found an opening from
the rear of the fort and rushed in.
The Indians immediately killed
several of the English, including
Captains Joseph Gardiner, Isaac
Johnson and Nathaniel Daven-
port. The Indians, though great
in numbers were mostly women,
elderly men and children. They
suddenly found themselves se-
verely overpowered by the ingress
of colonial militia.

Ninety seven warriors fell
that day and five hundred to
one thousand women, children
and other non-combatants were
mercilessly slain. Most of the
Narragansetts were killed, taken
prisoner or ran into the woods
where they succumbed to hunger
or the elements. The brutal battle
almost totally annihilated the
Narragansett tribe. Upon retreat,
the militia set the camp ablaze.
The colonists, although victori-
ous in the battle suffered greatly
as well, having lost seventy
men and one hundred and fifty
wounded. Several of the casual-
ties were English officers who fell
early during this fight as they led

the charge toward the fortress.
More of the militia succumbed to
their wounds on the long march
through the deep snow and cold
back to Smith’s Blockhouse, now
Smith’s Castle in nearby North
Kingstown.

There is a great burial ground
where the casualties of war were
interred and at night, the disem-
bodied battle cries, gunshots, and
screaming echoes through the
hours of darkness as the spirits
of those who perished in the
struggle relive their last mortal
moments.

Great Swamp Management
Area is now used for hiking and
scouting. In the fall and winter
months, hunters grace the wood-
land looking for game. A long
catwalk spans a section of the
swamp where one can meander
and imagine how difficult it must
have been to navigate the ter-
rain, especially in winter. Many
artifacts within the confines of
the old encampment have been
unearthed over the centuries such
as arrowheads and musket balls.
There are other artifacts, those
from the other side that also lin-

ger within the management area.
Ghosts of those who suffered in
the skirmish are seen wandering
throughout the swamp where
they met their untimely fate.
Warriors in full war paint and
battle clothing are heard scream-
ing battle cries and are sometimes
seen flitting through the trees
and brush. English militiamen
and the ghosts of women and
children who met a tragic end are
among the spirits that still roam
the swamp eternally reliving their
day of infamy. Hunters, hikers
and park service people all swear
to the unearthly phenomena
lurking among the thick within

these cursed woods. As one
traverses the trails and woods of
Great Swamp, take in the history
and never let it be repeated; there
are enough ghosts in the recre-
ational area due to the mistakes
of humankind.

One more note; Since the
1930s, Narragansett and Wampa-
noag people have commemorated
the battle annually at the site of
the massacre in a ceremony initi-
ated by Narragansett-Wampa-
noag scholar Princess Red Wing
that includes ritual wailing by
tribal women.

Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

RD

MULCH - WOOD CHIPS « COMPOST
SAND « STONE - LOAM

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A),

P.O. Box 77
Uxbridge, MA 01569

m

or have to staple plactic up to KEEP THE WEATHER OUT?

OFF WITH
THIS AD!

4 PANEL MINIMUM

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION AVALABLE

"

| Al

= =

propertyproconstruction.com

S

EZE-Breeze is a 4 track 10-mil vinyl glazing that gives the benefit of glass without the cost or weight.
its as transparent as glass but not as heavy. Or expensive. Or susceptible to cracking or breaking.
if accidentally pushed or distorted, the tough 10-mil will return to its original shape withing minutes.

FREE ESTIMATE!

CEL#082525

WE DO DECKS TOO!!!

CUSTOM SIZES
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-type
items are welcome for inclusion in the
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time
for publication. Email your calendar or
event notice to news@theyankeexpress.
com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

« Please join us for our Annual Community
Yard And Plant Sale! As we've done in the
past, we will rent spaces and tables, plus

we'll do all the advertising and remember,

elstes

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Sweatshirts & Tees

cgﬁ”-éﬁé Hats * Jackets

Tervis Tumblers

our prime location can't be beat! Spaces
Are $25 For Non-Members. Tables Are
Available To Rent For $5 Each. Last year
our Community Yard Sale and Plant

Sale was so successful that we had to
implement a wait list! We anticipate the
same level of interest again this year, so
don’t delay in reserving your spot. We are
very excited at the thought of gathering,
again, with our church family and our
neighbors on the church’s front lawn.

Call the church office, 508-832-2845, to
reserve your spot! All are welcome! First
Congregational Church of Auburn, 128
Central Street, Auburn.

« Annual Church and Community Yard Sale
Soorp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Church,
315 Church Street in Whitinsville holds its
Annual Church and Community Yard Sale
on the front lawn facing Church Street

on Saturday, June 8th from 8:00am to
2:00pm.

Vendor space is available for a donation of

Souvenirs

Postcards

$15 per spot so if you were contemplating
your own yard sale but don't have the
space you can't been the green lawn, tree
shade and great traffic exposure along
Church Street. Since this is an outdoor
event, please provide you own tables,
tarps and canopies if desired. Admission
to the buying public is free with plenty of
parking along both sides of Church Street
or behind the church. For details and
reservations, please email Jeff at katama@
gmail.com.

- On Saturday, June 8th at 2:30 p.m. come
hear Fred Gerhard read from his new
poetry book, Drifting to “Hello” (Khotso
Publishing) at Booklovers' Gourmet,

72 East Main Street, Webster, MA. His
poems have also appeared in numerous
magazines and anthologies. A 2023 win-
ner of Poetry in the Pines, he writes from
Ashburnham, MA, where he leads monthly
poetry workshops. The event will also
include an open mic portion. To sign up to
read, please call 508-949-6232 or email
deb@bookloversgourmet.com. Space is
limited.

SATURDAY, JUNE 15

« The Sutton Historical Society, Inc. will
be hosting the Annual Sutton Town-Wide
Yard Sale on Saturday, June 15 from 8 am

OUR ANNUAL BOODK
SALE IS FAST
APPROACHING AND

WE NEED HELP!

GLADYS E. KELLY PUBLIC LIBRARY
2 LAKE STREET, WEBSTER

SETUP:

TUESDAY JUNE 18TH FROM 3:00AM UNTIL 8:00PM
(MANY HANDS ARE NEEDED S0 BRING A FRIEND!)

BOOK SALE :

THURSDAY JUMNE 20TH FROM 9:00AM UNTIL 8:00PM
FRIDAY JUME 215T FROM 9:00AM UNTIL 5:00PM
SATURDAY JUNE 22ND 9:00AM UNTIL T:D0PM

PACK UP AND PUT AWAY:
SATURDAY JUNE 22ND FROM T1:D0 UNTIL 2:00
Please RSVP to GladysKFriends

indicate your preferred day and time.

Once our schedule is finalized | will send a
confirmation. Looking forward to hearing from you!

to be listed on the participating location
map. Map will be posted on Facebook and
uploaded to suttonhistoricalsocietyinc.org

of the Society will pick up your donations.
Contact Brian Stevenson at 774-708-0582
or email us at sutton1704@gmail.com.

Gipls

“Images of America, Webster” book
508-943-4900 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

Etched Glassware prior to the event. Registration forms are

available at suttonhistoricalsocietyinc.org.
Questions can be directed to sutton1704@
gmail.com. Don't want to have a yard

sale, but have items to donate? Members

to T pm. The Society publishes a map
of locations throughout town includ-
ing limited spaces for rent at the M. M.
Sherman Blacksmith Shop, 6 Singletary
Avenue, Sutton. Registration fee is $10

HAPPENINGS!

continued on page 19

\,

INDIAN RANCH
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE
200 GORE ROAD - WEBSTER, MA

csafSAMUEL SLATER’S

BOOK YOUR
PRIVATE EVENT
TODAY!

From small groups to large
gatherings, we accommodate
all party sizes

SUMMER HOURS:
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY
(I2PM SPM)

SUNDAY
(12PM - 8PM)

. for
s R P~
JUNSES |PM

JUNE 15 « 7PM
AUGUST 23 « 7PM

For reservations, menus,
and more information, visit
WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

[NDIAN PRINCESS ¢

Lake Towrs and
Specially Crusses

or visit

]
LEPPARD s ceveao msure / il - i ! .
EAST COAST ALICH o = e ) - = \
EVERYBODY WANTS SOM| - S - e L A
RAISE YOUR HANDS :
BACK IN BLACK »

JULY 20 - 12PM

= .
lUl sﬁ"o\“IPM
JULY 14 « 1PM

PRESEMTED BY

webster

LAKE TOUR CRUISE
SUNSET CRUISE
LAKE TOUR CRUISE
LE CRUISE
LAKE TOUR CRUISE
BOAT SCOOTIN BOOGIE CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS ...
LAKE TOUR CRUISE
SUNSET CRUISE
LAKE TOUR CRUISE

JUN 9 » 10AM
JUN 14 ¢ 7:30PM
JUN 15  3:30PM
JUN 21 ¢ 6:30PM
JUN 22 ¢ 10AM
JUN 22 « 6:30PM
JUN 23  10AM
JUN 28 « 7:30PM
JUN 29 * 10AM
JUN 29 © 6:30PM
JUN 30 * 10AM
JULS * 7:30PM -
JUL 6 * 7:30PM
JUL7 * 10AM
JUL 12 ¢ 7:30PM
JUL 13 » 10AM
JUL 14  10AM
JUL 20 * 9:30AM
JUL 20 » 7:30PM
JUL 21 ¢ 10AM

SARALICEIoN

AUGUST 3 « 1PM

AWESOME 80'S CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS
i LAKE TOUR CRUISE

| SUNSET CRUISE
SUNSET CRUISE
LAKE TOUR CRUISE
SUNSET CRUISE
LAKE TOUR CRUISE
LAKE TOUR CRUISE
LAKE TOUR CRUISE

POTTER

AUGUST 4 « 1PM

L&La‘?r"eaﬁ IIIIAW THE lINE

| THE ONLY AEROSMITH ENDORSED TRIBUTE BAND SUNSET CRUISE

L LAKE TOUR CRUISE
DEEPPURPLETRIUTE BAND [PLUSITS
l; BEVOND PURPLE Feam et 1% . YACHT ROCK DANCE PARTY CRUISE
ll 'BAD COMPANY TRIBUTE BAND . WITH CHUCK PERKS JUL 27 » 6:30PM

COLDASIGE s rmsuresunn CHILLIN IN THE 90'S CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS ... AUG 17 » 6:30PM
[ {1875 ———— BOOGIE NIGHTS/DISCO DANCE PARTY CRUISE

acd - WITH CHUCK PERKS
AUGUST 24 « 1PM AUGUST 31 « 12PM SEPTEMBER 7 « 1PM || SEPTEMBER 22 « 12PM § SEPTEMBER 29 « 1PM

MORE SHOWS TO BE ANNOUNCED!

FOR COMPLETE $SCHEDLILE AND TICKETS, VISIT WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM

The Indian Ranch Box Office is open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 10AM - 3PM. Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508-943-3871.
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfield. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

SEPT 18 » 6:30PM
OCT 18 » 6:30PM

AUGUST 18 « 1PM

CRUISING WEBSTER LAKE * 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA




Strawberry Festival coming
to Dudley Grange

community is being invited to

the Dudley Grange Strawberry
Festival at 129 Center Road on
Thursday, June 20. The festivi-
ties begin at 4 PM and last as
long as the strawberries do.

Included in the day’s fun are

music from the Old Fiddlers’
Club of Rhode Island, “The
Living Statue,” Dudley Fire
Department’s smoke house,
petting zoo animals, a frog
jumping contest, handmade
french fries, tables from commu-
nity groups and more, all in a place
of good humor and community. As
usual, neighboring organizations
are also putting on events, includ-
ing tours of the Black Tavern.

For the 69th year, the whole

If you have time the day before,
we also need people to hull the
strawberries. That’s also at the

Grange starting at 9 AM on

Wednesday, June 19, and volun-
teers will get snacks.

Come on down and help us hold
and have fun at an old-fashioned
lawn party next to Nichols College!
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On Saturday, May 4, 2024, representa-

3 tives of local Town government and the
# . Veterans’ Council of Webster and Dudley,

r? proudly participated in this years’ annual
¢ Little League Parade. The Little Leaguers
were escorted onto the ballfield where they
were greeted by many happy and proud
parents and friends who were eager to
enjoy their first game of the season. This
was a special day for the veterans as well
as it is the beginning of the Memorial Day
events that are taking place throughout
the entire month of May. Thank you to all

who came out to support the children for
- the Dudley Little League. Have a safe and
~ happy summer!

. Pictured here from left: VFW Post 654

Commander Richard Norton; Dudley
Selectman Mark Landry; Webster and
Dudley District Veterans Services Officer
Stephen Rogerson

HAPPENINGS!

continued from page 18

SATURDAY, JUNE 29

« Sutton Fourth of July parade kicks off
from Sutton Center at 10 am. Fun com-
munity events will be held at the Sutton
Schools from 11 am to 4 pm. Information
on the parade, participants, and the post
parade events can be found at thesut-
tonfourth.org. The Historical Society will
be set up with the civil war cannon for
ole tyme photos. Stop by and learn about
what the Society has to offer, and how we
are preserving local history and prepar-
ing for the Nation's 250th anniversary.
Visit www.thesuttonfourth.org for more
information.

HIKES WITH BLACKSTONE VALLEY
HERITAGE CORRIDER HIKES
Led by volunteer Trail Ambassador Phil.

Phil’s hikes begin at 10 a.m.

Saturday, June 15: Douglas State Forest
Hike, Douglas

FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE TUTTLE POST
88 Bancroft Street, Auburn

May 24 at 7:30 p.m. Ed Sullivans

May 31 at 7:30 p.m. Steven George
Karaoke with Brian at 8 p.m. every Friday
night in the Tuttle Lounge.

THE NEW ENGLAND COUNTRY MUSIC
cLuB

Dances with live classic country bands -
Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge
Sunday, June 9, “Rustic Country”

Sunday, June 23, "Angela West & Show-
down”

Doors open at 12:15, live music 1-5pm
Snacks may be brought in, cash bar for
beverages. www.facebook.com/NECoun-
tryMusicClub

SECURE YOUR HOME.
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY.

= Aseestos RemovaL
* [emoLITIoN

= SITE PREPARATION
* [umpsTeR AEMOVAL

WE PROVIDE FREE ASBESTOS SURVEY
WHEN ACTION DOES THE JoB

It's

green

Happenmg

§ THE

Y s =

| ..._/-.___f L .

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

,

Iley

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs,
events and more.
www.thelastgreenvalley.org

Buy any meal, get 50% off the 2nd meal
of equal or lesser value with
beverages purchased. Dine in only.
1 per table/party. Not combinable with other

offers or specials. Offer expires 6-20-24 Dine-in and Take-out

Always Available
Online orders with pickup or delivery

f 41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA * 508-461-5070

[“§ Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex e ﬂ
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEIIS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS

* Crown Boilers
* Williamson Furnaces o ew
¢ Oil Tank Installs

A3 YEAR PARTS
AND LABOR WARRANTY,
AS WELL AS THE
MANUFACTURERS
WARRANTY. i

We do NOT

Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent

system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED -
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.

'Pfeapmq, YouWarm & Comforlable

4. 508.434.1335

A Full Service Oil Company

24-Hour Emergency Service

WWW.LMTOIL.COM - WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

Print & Deliver

We Print and Deliver
your inserts.

Perfect for
Big Events,
Coupons,
e oirenstce Menus
il
Morel

er . ‘ -

655 Wa shington b\r;LgL “
Norwood, Ml 02062
(781) 352- 49)9 i

For more information, or to schedule your insert,
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at Igleim@theyankeexpress.com

Bark Mulch * Screened Loam ¢ Stone Dust ¢ Colored Stone * Compost ¢ Sand ¢ Gravel ¢ Fill

$3.95 each

Annuals $4.25 each
Veggies $3.00 each

BARK MULC

Hemlock.........
Red Cedar.......

PERENNIALS Brown ............

.............................. $400%°

.............................. ¥38%
.............................. $38°0

Contractor Grade Mulch

Black, Brown or Red

Order in store for 2 chances
to win FREE MULCH

We Offer
Delivery

Come check out
$3800 our wide variety
of bird houses

......................... ¥38%

peryard

$3 2 per yard

259 Worcester Road/Rt. 20, Chariton, MA 01507 _ §(8.45(- 6363




