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Specials available at any bankHometown  office for a limited time and may be withdrawn without notice.
17-MONTH CD 
4.75% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing checking account customers only. 
For new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock the bump up rate of 4.75% 
APY. 
4.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing customers without a checking 
account.
7-Month CD rates are effective as of 6/03/24. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 6 
months at the then current CD rate and term.
211-MONTH CD 
5.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing checking account customers only. 
For new customers, both accounts, checking and CD, must be opened at the same time to unlock the bump up rate of 5.00% 
APY. 
4.75% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Promotional offer is available to new or existing customers without a checking 
account.
11-Month CD rates are effective as of 6/03/24. Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Automatically renews at maturity for 12 
months at the then current CD rate and term.
For both 7-Month and 11-Month CDs, minimum balance to obtain APY is $0.01. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. 
Available for IRAs and business customers.
3CASH BONUS

Conditions apply.

Member FDIC | Member DIF

4.75%APY1

7-MONTH CD

5.00%
11-MONTH CD

APY2

Open a NEW Get Real Checking® account and enjoy a 
CASH BONUS3!

Power up your savings!

open in-branch or online at bankHometown.com today!

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

Unlock your potential

with a checking account with a checking account

Auburn Emergency Services - 
Highly-Skilled 
Medical Professionals
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

They’re certainly not like the 
shows depicted in movies and 
on TV. The calm and detail-

oriented staffs of real-life ambu-
lance services are cool, calm, and 
collected. “This is not how many 

emergency personnel are shown 
on media shows,” said Auburn 
Fire-Rescue Department’s Chief 
Stephen Coleman, “watching real 
paramedics is not a rapid-action 
movie, we are not go, go, go. Our 
job is to calm our patient and 
family and not to rush out of the 
situation they are in. Calm and 
precise treatment is our goal. In 
today’s world, the best treatment 

is to focus on our patient as the 
first 15 minutes of our call to 
them is critical for patient survival 
especially for cardiac events and 
strokes. Movies and TV shows set 
unrealistic expectations.”

Outside of Worcester, Auburn 
is the largest and busiest fire and 
rescue department in the south-

ern Worcester County fire district 
made up of 28 cities and towns. 
The district stretches from the 
western county towns of Holland 
and Wales to the southern towns 
of Webster and Douglas to Upton, 
Mendon, and Blackstone. It’s a 
significant area according to Chief 
Coleman. Auburn’s population is 
approximately 16,000 residents. 
Auburn has a full-time staff of 

52 including the Chief, Deputy 
Chief, Captain/Fire Inspector, and 
administrative positions as well 
as a full-time mechanic. On the 
emergency side there is a staff of 
44. For their two fire stations, there 
are four groups of 11 personnel 
on the 8 a.m.- 8 p.m. shifts. Seven 
are headquartered at the main fire 
station and four at the West Street 
station.

The town has four ambulances, 
but staff only two. “It’s our goal to 
staff a third ambulance,” said Chief 
Coleman, “we currently employ 
32 paramedics and 8 basic EMTs. 
Basic EMTs perform largely first 
aid and our paramedics are able to 
deliver 35 different medications as 
well as administer advanced moni-

Above, Tess DiDonato, EMS Coordinator, 
Auburn Fire-Rescue
Left, Auburn's EMS Motorcycle

Oxford’s Free 
Public Library 
is for Everyone
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Ah yes, your local public 
library!  It’s free and quiet and 
not used very much any-

more, is it? If you happen to visit 
the Oxford Free Public Library 
though, you’ll have to keep those 
preconceived thoughts to your-
self. This place is hoppin’ jumpin’ 
and jiving like you haven’t seen in 
decades. Their entire second floor 
is entirely dedicated to the children 
of our area, you know who I mean 
… the next generation who will 
soon become members of our town 
committees and leaders of our 
government. As a child, I lived at 

the library in the summer. I could 
drive there blindfolded on my bike 
with its flowing handlebar stream-
ers and my brother’s old unwanted 
baseball cards clothes-pinned to 
my wheel spokes so they’d make 
that crazy flapping noise. After 
parking my transport, I’d enter 
through the well-worn oak doors 
and return the books I’d just read 
to the check-in desk and begin my 
search for more adventures which 
I’d happily find and then plop down 
in a chair to read the first few pages 
determining if this book would be 
one of my borrowed choices. Your 

Oxford Library's Art in the Park sculpture
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8 Days | Tuscany

Stay in a classic tuscan villa while  
exploring the countryside! See the best that 

this famous region has to offer, from its 
breathtaking views to its delectable wines,  

all while staying in the lap of luxury. 

Starting from $5,500  
per person

ciao italia package 
9 Days | Venice, Florence & Rome

Travel Dates: July 15 – August 31, 2024 

Book our summer promo rate,  
minimum 2 passengers to book. 

$4,100   $3,950
per person

Explore Italy

$150 off  
per person!

Offer subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers.  
*On air up to $750/pp

Tom Hansen & Ted Goulet
TNTGUYSTRAVEL.COM 
774-261-8160

NOW, FOR A LIMITED TIME, WHEN YOU BOOK A VACATION TO THE INCREDIBLE 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, WE’LL GET YOU THERE WITH AIRFARE INCLUDED* 

AS PART OF YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE.

OFFER
New individual and group bookings. (Excludes charter & contracted groups based on quoted offer) 

Round-trip airfare from the US or Canada to Galapagos when booking Flights by Celebrity. Airfare valued at up to $750 per person 
(1st and 2nd guest) including air taxes and fees. Any airfare above $750 per person from US or Canada gateway must be paid by guest. 

Combinable with the 20% Offer and with Galapagos Loyalty promotion. Not combinable with discounted fares, or rate only.

APPLICABLE PRODUCTS
10-, 11- and 16-Night Galapagos Packages aboard Celebrity Flora, Xpedition, and Xploration.

BOOKING WINDOW: 8/01/22 – 10/31/22

SAILING RANGE: FLORA: 8/07/22 – 12/29/24  |  XPEDITION: 8/06/22 – 12/28/24  |  XPLORATION: 8/06/22 – 12/28/24

FLIGHTS ON US
TO THE GALAPAGOS

14
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST PREMIUM
CRUISE LINE
Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

2021 BEST NEW CRUISE
SHIP—Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

13
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST PREMIUM 
SHIP—1st for Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

12
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST CRUISE 
LINE IN EUROPE
Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

4
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST CRUISE 
LINE EXPEDITION
Travel Weekly’s 19th Annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards

9
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE
Wine Spectator Restaurant 
Wine List Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST OF AWARD 
OF EXCELLENCE
Celebrity Edge®

Wine Spectator Restaurant 
Wine List Awards

2021 BEST CRUISE LINE 
REWARDS PROGRAM
Captain’s Club
Global Traveler’s 
Leisure Lifestyle Awards

2
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 BEST OF AWARD 
OF EXCELLENCE
Celebrity ApexSM

Wine Spectator Restaurant 
Wine List Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SUITE DESIGN
Edge Villas
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SUITE DESIGN
Iconic Suite
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
CABIN DESIGN
Infinite Veranda®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
CABIN DESIGN
AquaClass®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
ENTERTAINMENT
Wonder at Eden
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
ENTERTAINMENT
Rockumentary
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
ENTERTAINMENT
Tree of Life
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
RESTAURANT DESIGN
Tuscan Restaurant
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

3
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

4
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD
RESTAURANT DESIGN
Le Grand Bistro
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

4
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD
RESTAURANT DESIGN
Eden Restaurant
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
PREMIUM SHIP
Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
LARGE SHIP
Celebrity ApexSM

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SPA DESIGN
The Spa—Celebrity Summit®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SHORE EXCURSIONS
Private Journeys
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SHORE EXCURSIONS
Sustainable Shore Excursions
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
SHORE EXCURSIONS
Chef’s Market Discoveries
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
LOYALTY PROGRAM
Captain’s Club
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

2021 GOLD AWARD 
EDUCATION PROGRAM
Family Programming
Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

4
CONSECUTIVE

YEARS

2021 GOLD AWARD 
BEST SMALL SHIP
Celebrity Flora®

Travel Weekly’s Magellan Awards

Flights on Us (“Offer”): Cruise must be booked between 8/01/22 and 10/31/22 („Offer Period“). Offer applies to select 10, 11 and 16 night Galapagos cruise packages aboard Celebrity 
Flora, Celebrity Xpedition, and Celebrity Xploration departing between 8/06/22 and 12/29/24 (“Offer Package”). Offer includes economy or business class round trip air fare valued 
at up to $750 per person, including air taxes and fees, departing from US or Canadian gateways, booked via Flights by Celebrity. Offer applies to the first and second guest in the 
stateroom for new individual bookings, is subject to availability, subject to change, capacity controlled, non-transferable, combinable with Loyalty Discount, and the Galapagos 
Savings Offers, and may be withdrawn at any time without notice. 

Air must be booked via Flights by Celebrity during the Offer Period. Offer applies to round-trip air travel to/from U.S. and Canadian gateways.  To redeem, guest must purchase a 
qualifying Offer Package and book round-trip air travel with Flights by Celebrity by calling 1-800-533-7803; cruise booking number required to purchase air travel. Promo name 
FLYGALAPAGOS. Guests in the same stateroom may book different flights. Guests with independent air arrangements may choose a $500 per person cruise fare savings instead of 
airfare via Flights by Celebrity.  Promo name GALAPNOAIR.

Cancellation of Air Tickets: Air tickets may be purchased on a non-refundable or refundable basis and are each subject to the cancellation terms of the applicable airlines and Flights 
by Celebrity. If a non-refundable air ticket is cancelled, the amount of the air ticket will be added to the reservation to be covered by the guest known as “Offer Credit Recapture”. If air 
tickets are purchased on a refundable basis, the Offer Credit Recapture does not apply. 

Single occupancy guests paying 200% cruise fare are eligible for Offer and will qualify for air fare valued at $750 or $500 cruise fare savings. Offer open to residents of the United States 
or Canada. Refer to Cruise Ticket Contract for additional terms and conditions. Celebrity reserves the right to cancel the Offer at any time, correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions, 
and change or update fares, fees and surcharges at any time without prior notice. ©2022 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador.

*

Offer subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers.  
*On air up to $750/pp
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*

EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF ALASKA BY LAND AND SEA
For a limited time, book any 2023 Alaska Cruisetour and save up to $800 per stateroom.* 

We’ll even help you get there with up to $200 off  airfare with Flights by Celebrity.* 

DETAILS

Booking Window: August 11 – October 28, 2022  |  Applicable Sailings: May 12 – September 8, 2023

Alaska Cruisetour Savings per person (1st and 2nd Guest):
Inside: $100  |  Oceanview: $200  |  Veranda: $300  |  Retreat: $400

Plus $200 Air Savings per person from North America gateways

Combinable with All Included, Air Offer, and current Brand Offer

Terms and Conditions on Page 2 Page 1 of 2

Enter Travel Partner Name Here
Enter Travel Partner Address Here

Enter City, State, Zip
Enter Travel Partner Telephone

Offer subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers. 

Tom Hansen & Ted Goulet
TNTGUYSTRAVEL.COM 
774-261-8160

EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF ALASKA BY LAND AND SEA
For a limited time, book any 2023 Alaska Cruisetour and save up to $800 per stateroom.* 

We’ll even help you get there with up to $200 off  airfare with Flights by Celebrity.* 

DETAILS

Booking Window: August 11 – October 28, 2022  |  Applicable Sailings: May 12 – September 8, 2023

Alaska Cruisetour Savings per person (1st and 2nd Guest):
Inside: $100  |  Oceanview: $200  |  Veranda: $300  |  Retreat: $400

Plus $200 Air Savings per person from North America gateways

Combinable with All Included, Air Offer, and current Brand Offer

Terms and Conditions on Page 2 Page 1 of 2

Enter Travel Partner Name Here
Enter Travel Partner Address Here

Enter City, State, Zip
Enter Travel Partner Telephone

Offer subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers. 

Tom Hansen & Ted Goulet
TNTGUYSTRAVEL.COM 
774-261-8160

On behalf of Cruise Planners and our friends at Celebrity Cruises, 
Tom and Ted wish to take a moment to say thank you for your support 
throughout the year. Whichever holiday you Celebrate this season we 

wish you a safe, happy one and good health in the coming year!!

Happy Travels,
TnT 

this Summer with  
our Travel Specials!

Vacuums always 75Vacuums always 75¢¢

89 Southbridge St. 89 Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MAAuburn, MA

  (across from Sword St.)  (across from Sword St.)

BIG 
KAHUNA

$20
DELUXE 
WASH

$17

SUPER 
WASH

$14
BASIC 
WASH

$11

CeramiC ClearCoat 
ProteCtion inCluded 

in all washes

toring in addition to cardiac moni-
toring. We send an ambulance 
and fire truck to every call. Two 
ambulance personnel are good 
but having a third responder if the 
situation is serious is essential. We 
are then able to treat the patient 
and extricate them. The moving 
component works closely to the 
treatment component. Two para-
medics must be able to handle the 
patient’s vital signs. It’s essentially 
bringing the Emergency Room 
to the patient. Medicines and 
pre-hospital care has transitioned 

so much. The first 10-15 minutes 
spent with a patient are very criti-
cal, it’s the patient’s best chance for 
survival. Everyone on-scene has a 
role. With the extra personnel on 
our fire trucks, we can cut our on-
scene time by 50% and then get the 
patient to the hospital.” 

Additionally, the Auburn Fire 
Rescue Department operates 
the only motorcycle in the state 
licensed as a Class V Ambulance. 
It’s for special events and rides with 
the Central Mass Law Enforcement 
Counsel’s Motor Unit. Although 
popular in other parts of the 
country, this is a unique way of 
providing advanced life support 
pre-hospital care at large gather-

ings that is not as popular in New 
England.

The town’s Emergency Services 
Coordinator, Tess DiDonato, had 
just completed a 24-hour shift 
when I caught up with her. She 
has 31 years of experience and is a 
paramedic. “I always wanted to be 
part of this,” said Ms. DiDonato, 
“I’ve always had a drive to help and 
I’m able to assist medically. We do 
not rush into a patient’s home or 
situation and then rush them out. 
Your calmness level is extremely 
important not only to the patient 
but also to their family. If you can 
provide comfort and confidence to 
patients, the patient realizes that 
good and experienced people are 

helping them and new paramedics 
will also take notice of the level of 
composure you are demonstrating.”

“You never know what a situ-
ation will be. Auburn has several 
major highways running through 
town and we’ve had many auto 
accidents. We also have some 
town residents who are fall risks 
and that’s fine because that’s why 
we’re here. I’ve delivered babies, 
helped our elderly, and assisted at 
major accidents. A recent situa-
tion involved a phone call asking 
for help because a flying squirrel 
was causing a ruckus in a resident’s 
chimney.” Apparently, the rodent 
had fallen into the chimney but 
just couldn’t make its way out. The 
crew assisted with trapping the 
flying animal and releasing it to the 
outdoors. 

“Another situation involved a 
tractor-trailer rollover. The driver 
was trapped upside-down in the 
tractor. The City of Worcester sent 
their heavy-rescue truck to stabi-
lize the vehicle while we worked 
for 2-1/2 hours to extricate the 
driver. He did survive but with a 
leg injury. It took a huge amount 
of teamwork. On another occa-
sion, I was driving home and saw 
cars ahead of me stopped with a 
bicyclist lying in the middle of the 
road. I approached the scene and 
saw a teenager on the ground. I 

could tell she wasn’t getting enough 
air and if she wasn’t moved to 
another position, her oxygen levels 
would suffer possibly causing brain 
damage. I identified myself to the 
incoming paramedics and we were 
able to safely move her. She had 
been hit hard by a pickup truck 
and knocked out of her sneak-
ers. I decided then and there that 
no matter what happened, I was 
going to notify her parents that I 
had been there to assist her. Even 
though I provided a small amount 
of assistance, it was rewarding to 
know that I helped her. She had 
a lot of broken bones and bruis-
ing. As it turned out, the young 
lady is in good condition now and 
just recently graduated from high 
school,” said Ms. DiDonato. 

“We are always cognizant of 
getting you out of your home and 
to the hospital as soon as possible,” 
stated Ms. DiDonato, “that first 15 
minutes of our entry to your home 
is so critical. We will get you to the 
hospital as quickly as possible.”

There is no doubt that our para-
medics and EMTs are the heroes of 
our world, in our time of need, in 
our emergencies. Calling “911” is 
always the fastest way to get help. 
Review and teach your children 
how to call “911” – it could be the 
best lesson they’re ever taught.
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payment history must be free from any delinquent payments.  Modification fee is $300.00 and will be collected at the time 

the modification agreement is signed.  Remaining principal and interest payments at modified interest rate will be based on 
the remaining outstanding loan term and the principal balance at the time of modification. Tax implications may apply.  Other 

restrictions may apply.  Product offering may be withdrawn at any time.  Subject to credit approval. 

800.649.3036

LEAP WITH CONFIDENCE
WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK

For a limited time only, if rates go down within 
the first 5 years of your mortgage, get a one-time 
rate adjustment, no refinancing required.

30-Year Fixed Rate
Mortgage Advantage             

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

local library is brimming with 
things to do. All you have to do is 
visit and take a look.

The second annual Community 
Art Show will soon be appearing at 
the Oxford Library. All age groups 
will have fascinating displays of 
photos, quilting, and other artwork 

including an interesting seamstress 
display from the 1970’s. “For the 
Love of Art” sponsored by funding 
from the Mass. Cultural Council 
will also feature various artwork 
like sculptures, knitting, and paint-
ing. Something for everyone to see 
and admire. Local artist displays 
will run from July 1st to August 
10th. Art in the Yard begins on 
June 15 and will be shown through 
the fall months. There will be 8 
pieces of artists’ creation all with 
their own QR codes that can be 
scanned by visitors’ cellphones and 
will describe the outdoor works. 
Art in the Yard is sponsored by a 
grant provided by The Janet Malser 
Humanities Trust.

“This year, the library will also 
be partnering with Project Bread 
to provide meals all summer for all 
Oxford school children aged up to 
18 years,” said Cathleen Sullivan, 
Assistant Library Director, “lunch 

will be available from 11:10 a.m. to 
12:10 a.m. The program begins on 
June 24 and runs through August 
16 (no lunch the week of July 1st 
due to the July 4th holiday). There 
will be four sites with two sites at 
the schools for breakfast and lunch, 
another site at the Orchard Hill 
Apartments, and the last site at the 
Oxford Library. There’ll be picnic 
tables outdoors along with lawn 
games. We’re excited to be able to 

partner with our school system for 
the lunch program. The summer 
reading program begins soon and 
what better way to enjoy a book or 
other library activity.”

Ms. Sullivan lives in Oxford and 
has always brought her children to 
the town’s  library. She began her 
library affiliation as the Evening 
Circulation Clerk in the Children’s 
Room. “It’s the best hidden secret 
job,” she said, “people come in for 
services that are fun and infor-
mative. I worked evenings and 
Saturdays while home-schooling 
my children so the schedule 
worked well for me for 15 years.” 
Since 2017, she’s been the Assis-
tant Library Director and the teen 
librarian.

“A few years ago, Ted Reinstein 
from Boston Channel 5’s Chronicle 
show came to the library to give 
a talk about his and Anne-Marie 
Dorning’s recent book “New 
England’s General Stores.” The 

BulkBookStore.com site describes 
the fun and engaging publication 
as “exploring the fabric of America 
over hot coffee and penny candy. 
Step through the wooden doors of 
a New England general store and 
step back in time, into a Nor-
man Rockwell painting and into 
the heart of America. A nostalgic 
picture of this colonial staple and, 
fortunately, steadfast institution 
of small towns from Connecticut 

to Maine. This is where children 
of each generation take their first 
allowance to buy their very own 
penny candy. In tough times, the 
general store treated customers like 
family, extending credit when no 

one else would. Stubborn as New 
Englanders themselves, the general 
store has refused to become a mere 
sentimental relic of an earlier age.”

“My husband and I decided to 
take our vacation time and visit 
each of the general stores listed in 
the book,” said Ms. Sullivan, “we’ve 
visited spots in Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, and Massachusetts. Soon, 
we’ll be finishing up our adventure 
by visiting five stores in Vermont. 
Each store was very different and 
brings us into small-town com-
munities. In each town, we also 
visit their local library. Places we 
never would’ve known about. We 
recently visited the actor Steve 
Carell’s General Store in Marshfield 
MA. He has a store manager who 

runs the place for him.” Sounds like 
a great adventure, for sure.

The library has received awards 
for its Children’s Room. The area 
community has also voted the 
book haven “Best Library” and why 
not? With the attentive staff, col-
lections, and ongoing educational 
programs, it’s the absolute best 
place to simmer in the summer 
while also cooling off and entering 
the fascinating worlds of adven-
ture. There’s nothing like a good 
book!

Oxford Free Public Library, 339 
Main Street, Oxford MA 01540. 
Phone: (508) 987-6003. Check out 
their website for more details and 
hours: www.oxfordmapubliclibrary.
org Also on Facebook.  

Oxford Library's children enjoying themselves
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Oxford Looking To Build a Field Hockey Program
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Last fall, the Oxford High 
School field hockey program 
had 21 athletes come out to 

play the highest number since 
the pre-Covid years. With that 
said, the Pirates also have a MIAA 
waiver that allows seventh and 
eighth grade students to participate 
in the sport if they desire.

While last season’s numbers 
were up, Varsity Coach Dana 
Peloso was looking to move those 
numbers even further up the lad-
der. After putting on a field hockey 
clinic at the Middle School, he 
found that there was a large out 
pouring of fifth grade girls that 
were interested in the sport. Hav-
ing such success with the clinic he 
proposed putting together a club 
team at the middle school level. 

“After announcing the program 
at the fifth-grade level, we immedi-
ately had 29 girls sign up; we found 
that they were interested in 
playing the sport,” Peloso 
said. “We are hoping that 
this will be the beginning 
of a feeder program to the 
high school. The kids will 
play on the club level then 
play at the middle school 
and right into high school.”

The inaugural season 
began on April 11 at the 
Clara Barton School and 

concluded on May 30 with the 
girls learning the necessities of the 
sport every Thursday from 2:45 – 
4 pm.

“We wanted to teach the kids 
the sport using drill-based skills, 
including all aspects of the game 
of field hockey,” Peloso said. “We 
incorporated them each week with 
the rules and fundamental skills. 
There were only three or four that 
knew of the sport, for the rest it 
was the first time that they had 
ever picked up a field hockey stick.”

Peloso and assistant Alex 
“Snook” Kallgren volunteered to 
run the program. Kallgren, played 
the sport at East Connecticut State 
University, where she holds the 
school’s scoring record.

Having been a main part of the 
learning process for these young 
girls, the Oxford varsity field 
hockey coach could see that the 
kids on the field were really enjoy-
ing themselves.

“Watching them take part in the 

weekly teachings you 
could see that they 
were into the game,” 
Peloso said. “And 
a majority of them 
seem to be enjoying 
learning and playing 
the sport, which is 
good for the sports 
future.”

If things continue to go well, 
which they seem to be, Peloso 
is hoping to put together a sixth 
grade fall team which would allow 
the girls from this club extravagan-
za slide right into the next program 
this coming fall when they enter 
the sixth grade. By playing for the 
Oxford sixth grade team, those 
girls will then be eligible to try 
out for the varsity team when they 
reach the seventh grade.

The only thing stopping them 
from playing varsity field hockey as 
a seventh and eighth grader would 
be if Oxford were able to get more 
than enough girls to try out for the 
varsity team – allowing the Pirates 
to field a junior varsity team as 
well. If this, a JV team, were to hap-
pen then under the MIAA waiver 
rule the girls could only play for 
the lower team.

According to the coach, Oxford 
would need a minimum of 22 
girls to have both a JV and varsity 
squad. Currently, the varsity team 
has 17 (14 from the high school 
and 3 from the middle school) 
players returning next fall, which 
gives the Pirates a good start on 
getting its second team. Peloso is 
also looking at some new seventh 
graders to try out for the team.

The coaches’ goal is to have a 
solid 15 players (11 starters on the 
field and 4 subs) suite up for the 
Oxford varsity team. If they can 
then get at least another 7 (6 plus 
a goalie) they’d be able to field a 
junior varsity team.

“Most schools would prefer you 
had at least 11 players on the field, 
but they’d be willing to play with 
only 7 or 9,” Peloso said “Ideally 
the JV team would be made up 
of the underclassmen with lesser 
skills, but girls on the varsity team 
not getting a lot of playing time 
could also drop down and play for 
the JV team.”

If the school opts for the sixth-
grade team, those fifth graders will 
be ready and willing to continue 
playing field hockey for them 
next fall and if Peloso can get the 
minimum of 22 girls he’d also have 
a junior varsity team in addition to 
his varsity team. With those teams 
in place, Oxford would know have 
the feeder program it has needed to 
be a successful team of the future.

The more girls get involved with 
field hockey at Oxford, the better 
the chance of the Pirates taking 
their game to the next level.

The Oxford field hockey club 
will be hosting another clinic July 
8-9 from 9 a.m. to 3 pm and July 11 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for children 
ages 8 thru 17. The cost is $80 for 
the first child and $70 each addi-
tional child from the same family. 
For more information or to RSVP 
email Dana Peloso at dpeloso@
oxps.org
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Worcester County Seniors Celebrated at Sheriff’s 
Annual Senior Picnic
Over 1,000 Senior Citizens Attend Drive-Thru Picnic

On Saturday, June 8th, over 
1,000 seniors from across 
Worcester County filtered 

through SAC Park in Shrewsbury 
to receive their FREE barbeque 
lunch provided by the Worces-
ter County Sheriff ’s Office and 
Worcester County Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff Association. 

Sheriff Evangelidis and his 
teams have been celebrating 
the senior citizens of Worcester 
County for over a decade. Each 
summer, a team of over 100 
volunteers is assembled to serve 
seniors barbecue boxed lunches 
and to hand out raffle giveaways, 
goodie bags, scratch tickets, 
Chick-fil-A gift cards, and much 
more.

 For many seniors, the Sheriff ’s 
Annual Senior Picnic signifies 
the start of summer and is a 
highly anticipated event.

 The Sheriff ’s Office receives 
support and donations from local 
companies and organizations 
such as Table Talk Pies, Dimitria 

Delights, the Massachusetts State 
Lottery, Polar Beverage, Atlas 
Distributing, Chick-fil-A Worces-
ter, Chick-fil-A Westborough, 

and Automatic Rolls of New 
England.

 “It doesn’t get much better 
than this,” commented Worcester 

County Sheriff Lew Evangeli-
dis as he stood among the cars 
navigating the Senior Picnic 
Drive-Thru. “We strive to deliver 

the best experience possible for 
attendees. Our incredible vol-
unteers make this event pos-
sible, and I couldn’t be any more 
pleased with the turnout this 
year. I enjoy reconnecting with 
friends and familiar faces from all 
over Worcester County.”

 This year, the picnic was spon-
sored by the Worcester County 
Reserve Deputy Sheriff ’s Asso-
ciation and community partners 
such as CareOne at Millbury, The 
Overlook, Christopher Heights 
Assisted Living, The Gun Parlor, 
Mercadante Funeral Home, the 
Worcester Red Sox, McCarty 
Companies, the Massachusetts 
State Lottery, Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka, and many other organiza-
tions.

 A special thank you to the 
students and staff from Worcester 
Technical High School for volun-
teering their time to help make 
the day memorable for attendees.
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Auburn and Oxford residents 
sworn in as correctional officers
On Friday, May 31 , Sheriff Lew 

Evangelidis administered the 
Correctional Officers Oath to 

Katherine LaRose of Oxford (cen-
ter) and Manuel Rosario of Auburn 
(left) and Ryan Logan (right) of 

Millbury , three of the 24 graduat-
ing recruits of the Sheriff ’s Office’s 
61st Basic Recruit Training Acad-
emy (B.R.T.A.) at the department’s 
Training and Command Center 
in West Boylston. The graduates 
of B.R.T.A. #61 constitute a highly 
diverse cohort of recruits from 
eleven different towns across Mas-
sachusetts.

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s 
Office Academy is a paid full-time 
13-week program that teaches re-
cruits how to handle and maintain 

the care, custody, and control of in-
mates at the Worcester County Jail 
& House of Correction. The acad-
emy incorporates both classroom 
time and hands-on instruction.

Throughout the academy, 

recruits are exposed to all areas of 
corrections, including de-escala-
tion, duty to intervene, fire safety, 
defensive tactics, first responder 
training, suicide prevention, men-
tal health, and substance abuse. 
The academy also includes daily 
physical fitness training, weekly 
exams on classroom content, and 
frequent guest lectures/demonstra-
tions from many partners in public 
safety.

Before the start of the academy, 
applicants must pass a written 

exam, physical fitness test, back-
ground check, and psychological 
screening test. To ensure fair-
ness and impartiality, Evangelidis 
has also implemented a policy 
that prohibits the submission of 

letters of recommendation from 
politicians and gives preference to 
hiring those who have served our 
country.

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s 
Office is accepting applications for 
its 62nd Basic Recruit Training 
Academy, which will begin in Sep-
tember 2024. To learn more about 
what it takes to be a correctional 
officer, please visit WorcesterCoun-
tySheriff.com/Careers/Correction-
al-Officer-Academy/.

 

Gary Brogna
Owner / Technician

MA & CT State Certified
Fully Licensed and Insured

508-248-1800
email: pestbdead@yahoo.com

108 Main Street
Webster, MA 01570

Your Local 
Commercial & Residential

Pest Control Experts!

FREELANCE 
WRITERS NEEDED! 
Do you have a talent for engaging 

writing that informs and inspires? We 
are looking for a local interested in tell-
ing stories important to the area.  

If so, Our Town Publishing wants you 
to join our team of dedicated journalists.

RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Research and write compelling news stories, features, and columns
• Cover local events, government meetings, and community happenings
• Conduct interviews and develop sources within the community
• Collaborate with editors and other writers to meet deadlines and ensure high-
quality content
• Adapt to digital and print formats, contributing to our online presence

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Proven writing experience, preferably in journalism or related field
• Strong research, interviewing, and storytelling skills
• Ability to meet tight deadlines and manage multiple assignments
• Excellent grammar, punctuation, and attention to detail
• Familiarity with AP style is a plus
• Ability to work independently and as part of a team
• Knowledge of the local area is highly desirable

If interested, please submit writing 
samples to proy@yankeeshopper.net

WCSO Officers Katherine LaRose of Oxford, Ryan Logan of Millbury, and Manuel Rosario of Auburn.
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

Serving the Blackstone Valley and Serving the Blackstone Valley and 
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countythe Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,

 NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

7 Day rental

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICERUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction
• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins • lawn Care

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs • MulCh

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

Webster Five CEO to retire
Webster Five announced that 

Don Doyle will retire on 
July 1, 2025 from his role as 

President and CEO of the com-
munity Bank after 20 years with the 
company, nine of which have been at 
the helm. Brian Westerlind, Worces-
ter native and current COO/CFO, 
has been approved by the Board of 
Directors and will take over the role 
upon Doyle’s retirement. 

Doyle has been a fixture in the 
Worcester banking industry for 40 
years, having started his career at 
Mechanics Bank in Worcester in 
1985. The foundation of his leader-
ship philosophy has always been to 
find a way to meet the Bank’s busi-
ness goals, while positively impact-
ing the community.  

During his tenure at Webster 
Five, Doyle focused the institution 
on technological advancements and 
progressive practices to enhance the 
customer/employee experience and 
take the company’s growth to the 
next level. While weathering the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, he initiated the 
construction of a new Auburn-based 
headquarters. In addition, under 
Doyle’s leadership, the Webster Five 
Foundation has annually awarded 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
grants to local nonprofits. 

 “It has been a great honor to 
spend the second half of my career 
at Webster Five,” said Doyle. “This is 
not a job that can be done alone, and 
I am lucky to have worked alongside 
some of the most dedicated, innova-

tive and passionate professionals 
in the industry. Together we have 
achieved remarkable results, and 
I am excited to see Brian continue 
Webster Five’s growth and success 
journey.” 

 Westerlind joined Webster Five 
in 2010 as Chief Financial Officer, 
has over 20 years’ experience in the 
banking industry and was recently 
promoted into the role of Chief 
Operating Officer. Overseeing a 
multitude of departments and func-
tions in his current role, Westerlind 
is well poised to take this next step 
in his leadership journey with the 
financial institution. Having worked 
alongside Doyle on the Leadership 
Team during his entire Webster 
Five tenure, Westerlind has played a 
significant role in steering the Bank’s 
overall vision, significantly contrib-
uting to the organization’s overall 
success and growth. 

“We have made great strides 
under Don’s leadership, and I am 
thankful for his partnership and 
collaboration during his time as 
President and CEO,” said Wester-
lind. “During this transition period 
we will work together to ensure a 
smooth changeover. I look forward 
to sharing my vision for Webster 
Five’s future and continuing to work 
with the Board and our employees 
to achieve even greater success in the 
years to come.” 

With over 155 years rooted in 
Central Massachusetts, Webster 
Five is a financial and civic leader in 

Worcester County. Westerlind holds 
those values close and exemplifies 
his own commitment to the com-
munity through leadership roles on 
the Boards of both the Worcester 
Community Action Council and 
the Worcester Regional Chamber of 
Commerce.  

“Brian’s commitment to excel-
lence, the mission of Webster Five 
and the communities where we do 
business is testament to his selection 
and approval as the next President 
and CEO of the company,” said Ste-
phen H. Charniak, Chairman of the 
Board. “The Board members of the 
Bank are thrilled to elevate Brian to 

the next level of leadership and what 
it means for the future of Webster 

Five and we thank Don for his dedi-
cation over the past two decades.” 
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE
continued on page 9 

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

Sticking Together

BY AMY LECLAIRE

Some mornings are simply 
crazy.  The week following Me-
morial Day was no exception. 

A four-day week caused a traffic 
jam in the flow of our typical week. 
Since Luke is a dog who married 
into a busy family, he was about to 
pay an unfair price. Ahem. That 
is, until I stepped in. Here’s the 
Wednesday morning story.

My son, Ben, fed Luke and let 
him out before leaving for work at 
7:15 am. I checked into the kitchen 
fifteen minutes later to find the ob-
vious note. LUKE ATE. (Luke has 
been known to bluff when a family 
member feeds him early, facing his 
bowl like an impoverished child 
in pursuit of a double dip). I did 
a happy dance. One less thing to 
do before leaving to teach a class. 
I texted my son a follow-up note. 
“Did Luke poop?” Dog parenting 
is much like training a toddler to 

go on the potty. Scheduling and 
communication are important. My 
family is not above talking about 
Luke’s poops.  “No.” 

The weight of the world bore 
down upon me.  

Jim, my husband and Luke’s 
Daddy, entered the scene 15 min-
utes later, briefcase in hand. “You’re 
headed to the office today?” I did 
the math. Who would be available 
for Luke this morning? “Do you 
think you can let Luke out to do his 
poop before you leave? I have class 
this morning.”  

Luke raised a brow. “Mummy, 
I’ll go when I need to go.” When 
Luke needed to and when he could 
go were two different things.  Un-
like my last few Goldens, Luke 
outgrew his crate when he was 
only four months old. He was a 
bull with a big head in a China 
closet that he resented. We heard 
him shift through the night like 
a sheet-tossing sleep partner and 
had to make a change. We allowed 
Luke the freedom to choose where 
he wanted to sleep downstairs. 
First, he created his own safe space 
beneath the kitchen table, where he 
curled up like a kitten throughout 
the night. I’d enter the kitchen to 

find him waiting for the 
morning cue to get up 
and walk around. “Good 
boy, Luke!”  Months 
passed, and he began to 
collapse on the dog beds 
we offered him. Now, at 
two and one-half, Luke 
has developed the sleep 
habits of a male living in 
his own bachelor pad. He 
snuggles with us on the 
couch. He stretches like 
a lion across accent rugs. 
He sips water from the 
toilet bowl. We’re waiting 
to find him cracking 
open a Coors Light at 3 
a.m. Luke stayed in his 
crate until he was over a 
year. When we left him 
alone for a few hours, 
even outside of the crate, 
he never had accidents. 
Luke is a dog of a differ-
ent color. 

“I never should have 
eaten that bunny poop. 
My stomach was off. I 
did my best to hide that 
mound on the edge of 
the carpet. How did you find it?”  

Busy lives or not, Luke needed 
to do his business before we left 
the house. “Go do poopies, Luke.”  

Daddy let him out, but only to 
find Luke trotting back up the 
stairs, almost as though sensing 
the immediacy of our request, and 

perhaps not wanting us to 
leave. He collapsed on the 
floor. His dog calendar was 
wide open. “I need to relax 
before the poop will come 
out.”  

“He’ll be fine.” Daddy 
detached from the con-
flict and headed out. I was 
less convinced that Luke 
would be fine. It wasn’t 
fair to make him hold it 
or worse, not hold it. I did 
what every good Dog Mom 
does. I grabbed his leash 
and told myself we’d figure 
it out. “You want to come 
to Crunch Fitness with me, 
Luke?”

“I thought you’d never 
ask!” (I swear I noticed him 
wink to an invisible reader 
at that very moment). We 
drove in peace. Luke has 
been the easiest travel 
companion of all my dogs. 
He popped his head from 
the sunroof of his dog crate 
and quietly watched the cars 
and houses pass him by. 
We arrived at Crunch Fit-

ness ten minutes early on a sunny 
Wednesday morning. There was no 
way I could leave Luke in the car, 
even with the windows open. The 
temperature was already climbing. 
Dogs are vulnerable to heat stroke. 
With a few minutes to spare, I un-
loaded Luke and walked him along 
the sidewalk flanking the gym. We 
found a patch of mulch across the 
street. Luke did number two while 
solving problem number one. Hal-
lelujah! But what would Luke do 

•Boarding 
•Grooming
•Daycare

Book Now 
for Spring 

and Summer 
Vacations!

Now accepting 
new grooming & 
boarding clients

265 Dudley River Road, Southbridge, Mass.

We cater to 
dogs and cats
Nail Trims $15

WILBUR-BROTHERS.COM     •     WILBURBROTHERS@GMAIL.COM
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

LUKE
continued from page 8

The Mistakes Buyers could Make 
Today Without a Pro Agent
Buyers face challenges in any 

market and today’s is no dif-
ferent. With higher mortgage 

rates and rising prices and limited 
supply of homes for sale, there’s a 
lot to consider. But, there’s one way 

to avoid 
getting 
tripped 
up, and 
that’s lean-
ing on a 
real estate 
agent for 
the best 
possible 
advice. An 
expert’s 
insights 
will help 

you avoid some of the most com-
mon mistakes homebuyers are 
making right now.
PUTTING OFF PRE-APPROVAL

As part of the home buying 
process, a lender will look at your 
finances to figure out what they’re 
willing to loan you for your mort-
gage. This gives you a good idea 
of what you can borrow so you 
can really wrap your head around 
the financial side of things before 
you start looking at homes. While 
house hunting can be a lot more 
fun than talking about finances, 
you don’t want to do this out of 
order. Make sure you get your 
pre-approval first. If you wait to get 
preapproved until the last minute, 
you might be scrambling to contact 

a lender and miss the opportunity 
to put a bid on a home.
HOLDING OUT FOR PERFECTION 

While you may have a long list 
of must-haves and nice-to-haves, 
you need to be realistic about your 
home search. Even though your 
ideal state is you find a home that 
checks every box, you may need to 
be willing to compromise espe-
cially since inventory is still low. 
Plus, a home that has everything 
you want may be too pricey. When 
you expect to find the perfect 
home, you could prolong the home 
buying process by holding out for 
something better. Or you could 
end up paying more for a home 
just because it meets all your needs. 
Instead, look for something that 
has most of your must-haves and 
good bones where you can add 
anything else you may need down 
the line.
BUYING MORE HOUSE THAN YOU CAN 
AFFORD

With today’s mortgage rates 
and home prices, there’s no argu-
ing it’s expensive to buy a home. 
And while it may be tempting to 
stretch your finances a bit further 
than you’re comfortable with 
to make sure you get the house, 
you want to avoid overextend-
ing your budget. Make sure you 
talk to your agent about how 
changing mortgage rates impact 
your monthly payment. Focus on 
what monthly payment you can 
afford rather than fixating on the 

maximum loan amount you qualify 
for. Just because you can qualify 
for a $300,000 loan doesn’t mean 
you can comfortably handle the 
monthly payments that come with 
it along with your other financial 
obligations. Every borrower’s case 
is different, so factor in your whole 
financial profile when determining 
how much house you can afford.
NOT WORKING WITH A LOCAL REAL 
ESTATE AGENT

This last one may be the most 
important of all. Buying a home 
is a process that involves a lot of 
steps, paperwork, negotiation, and 
more. Rather than take all of this 
on yourself, it’s a good idea to have 
a pro working with you. The right 
agent will reduce your stress and 
help the process go smoothly. At-
tempting to buy a home without a 
real estate agent makes the process 
more arduous than it needs to be. 
A real estate agent can give you 
professional guidance and legal 
references, market expertise and 
support, which will save you time, 
money and stress. They can also 
increase your chances of finding 
the right home so you don’t have to 
spend hours scouring the internet 
for listings. Mistakes can cost you 
time, frustration, and money. If 
you want to buy a home in today’s 
market, connect with The Mar-
zeotti Group or a local real estate 
professional so you have a pro on 
your side who can help you avoid 
complications.

while I teach class? Where would I 
put Luke?

“That water bottle is the best!” 
Luke was about to party on 
through a Zumba class. He made 
an immediate connection with his 
Auntie Jo (sweet Bruno’s Mom) 
and pranced about the room with 
her water bottle. He squealed joy-
fully. He could barely contain his 
sudden luck.  “Fitness is the best. 
I feel like they cranked the AC 
too!”  I set up my music with only 
one minute to spare. I couldn’t let 
Luke roam freely about the room. 
Members needed to concentrate on 
the dances. How would I teach a 
full Zumba class with my dog? 

I was about to find out that I 
would teach with my dog present 
very easily. Leashed and tied to a 
bar at the back end of the room be-
side Auntie Jo, Luke rested against 
her cloth pocketbook and listened 

to the music calmly; an old man 
waiting for a catch on a fishing 
boat. He looked up every so often 
at me and broke into a smile that 
made my heart dance. “You can 
always count on me to be a good 
boy, Momma. We just need to stick 
together.” 

I couldn’t agree with Luke more.

Stay tuned for more on Luke 
Valentino.

Follow him on IG @livingwith-
lukevalentino  

Write to Amy at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com 

50 Years Real Estate 
Experience 

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704
Worcester, MA 01609
774-230-3500 • 508-943-6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

Full Service
Tree Removal Company
FAST FREE ESTIMATESFAST FREE ESTIMATES
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals • Pruning
Stump Grinding • Cabling
Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 •• sales@templemantree.com
templemantree.com

Serving the Community since 1980

CONTACT US TODAY!CONTACT US TODAY!

www.TheBirdStoreandMore.com

4 Cedar Street, Sturbridge, MA
508-347-BIRD

Bir
d BathsBir
d Baths

Get your Yard  Ready for SummerGet your Yard  Ready for Summer
Hummingbird Feeders

Bird Baths 
and Much More!

The Orioles are Back!

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  • Lawnmower Repair

Contact Laura at 

508-943-8784or by email at

 lgleim@theyankeexpress.com 

to advertise today!
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Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

Family Owned and Operated offering the following:Family Owned and Operated offering the following:
• Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment 
• Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation 
• Nursing & Personal Care
• Medication Administration
• Recreation: Social Groups, 
 Exercise, Current Events, 
 Gross motor/Cognitive Games, 
 Music, Bowling, Billiards
• Nutritional Meals
• Transportation Services 
 (DOOR TO DOOR)

Adult Day Health Program serving your communityAdult Day Health Program serving your community

www.accorddaycenter.com

Assisting 
Families for 

38 years

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

The Ghosts of Great Swamp
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

     

The Great Swamp fight in 
Charlestown, Rhode Island 
was one of the most impor-

tant battles of King Philip’s War. 
This is also known as the forgot-
ten war as it does not appear in 
many scholastic history books 
or school curriculum which is 
rather unfortunate, as the conflict 
was the bloodiest war per capita 
ever fought on American soil. 
The Narragansetts had signed 
a neutral treaty with the Eng-
lish stating they would not get 
involved in the war but at the 
same time, felt obligated to help 
women and children from tribes 
that had been displaced during 
the conflict. Governor Winslow 
took this as a sign of treachery on 
the Narragansett’s part and or-
dered an attack upon their winter 
quarters.

On December 19, 1675, 1,150 
English and Mohegans, with the 
help of a captured Narragansett 
named Peter, easily marched up 
to Conanchet’s five-acre fort in 
Great Swamp. At first, they found 
it difficult to penetrate the mas-
sive fortress until a Connecticut 
regiment found an opening from 
the rear of the fort and rushed in. 
The Indians immediately killed 
several of the English, including 
Captains Joseph Gardiner, Isaac 
Johnson and Nathaniel Daven-
port. The Indians, though great 
in numbers were mostly women, 
elderly men and children. They 
suddenly found themselves se-
verely overpowered by the ingress 

of colonial militia. 
Ninety seven warriors fell 

that day and five hundred to 
one thousand women, children 
and other non-combatants were 
mercilessly slain. Most of the 
Narragansetts were killed, taken 
prisoner or ran into the woods 
where they succumbed to hunger 
or the elements. The brutal battle 
almost totally annihilated the 
Narragansett tribe. Upon retreat, 
the militia set the camp ablaze. 
The colonists, although victori-
ous in the battle suffered greatly 
as well, having lost seventy 
men and one hundred and fifty 
wounded. Several of the casual-
ties were English officers who fell 
early during this fight as they led 
the charge toward the fortress. 
More of the militia succumbed to 
their wounds on the long march 
through the deep snow and cold 
back to Smith’s Blockhouse, now 
Smith’s Castle in nearby North 
Kingstown. 

There is a great burial ground 
where the casualties of war were 
interred and at night, the disem-
bodied battle cries, gunshots, and 
screaming echoes through the 
hours of darkness as the spirits 
of those who perished in the 
struggle relive their last mortal 
moments. 

Great Swamp Management 
Area is now used for hiking and 
scouting. In the fall and winter 
months, hunters grace the wood-
land looking for game. A long 
catwalk spans a section of the 
swamp where one can meander 
and imagine how difficult it must 

have been to navigate the ter-
rain, especially in winter. Many 
artifacts within the confines of 
the old encampment have been 
unearthed over the centuries such 
as arrowheads and musket balls. 
There are other artifacts, those 
from the other side that also lin-
ger within the management area. 
Ghosts of those who suffered in 
the skirmish are seen wandering 
throughout the swamp where 
they met their untimely fate. 
Warriors in full war paint and 
battle clothing are heard scream-
ing battle cries and are sometimes 
seen flitting through the trees 
and brush. English militiamen 
and the ghosts of women and 
children who met a tragic end are 
among the spirits that still roam 
the swamp eternally reliving their 
day of infamy. Hunters, hikers 
and park service people all swear 
to the unearthly phenomena lurk-
ing among the thick within these 
cursed woods. As one traverses 
the trails and woods of Great 
Swamp, take in the history and 
never let it be repeated; there are 
enough ghosts in the recreational 
area due to the mistakes of hu-
mankind.

    One more note; Since the 
1930s, Narragansett and Wampa-
noag people have commemorated 
the battle annually at the site of 
the massacre in a ceremony initi-
ated by Narragansett-Wampanoag 
scholar Princess Red Wing that 
includes ritual wailing by tribal 
women. 

WW..PP.. Ducharme Builders Ducharme Builders
No Job Too Small from Start to Finish on No Job Too Small from Start to Finish on 
All Your Home Improvement Project NeedsAll Your Home Improvement Project Needs

•Custom •Custom 
  Additions  Additions
•Garages•Garages
•Kitchens•Kitchens
•Bathrooms•Bathrooms
•Painting•Painting
•Maintenance•Maintenance
   free decks   free decks

•Storm damage & working with your insurance co.•Storm damage & working with your insurance co.

Bill DucharmeBill Ducharme

508.631.1804 | wpdbuilders@gmail.com508.631.1804 | wpdbuilders@gmail.com
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Call today 
for a FREE 
estimate.

Over 300 Colors in 
Actual Slabs

 in Yard

ALL MARBLE & GRANITE 
SLABS ON SITE

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury 
 1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 

37 Years
 In Business 

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 
 Fri. & Sat. 9-4

Ladies & GentsLadies & Gents
Hair HouseHair House

$9 Haircuts

Walk-ins Welcome!

895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn
Located in the rear of Dunkin DonutsLocated in the rear of Dunkin Donuts

774-420-6156774-420-6156
Candice Lavoie, Owner/Master StylistCandice Lavoie, Owner/Master Stylist
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Casual Waterfront Dining Casual Waterfront Dining 
on lake lashaWayon lake lashaWay

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSEOPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYSCLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

Please call 
774-449-8333 

for reservations,
take-out or 

reservation online 
308lakeside.com

308 308 Main street, east BrookfielDMain street, east BrookfielD

774-449-8333 • 774-449-8333 •  308 308LAKESIDE.COMLAKESIDE.COM

AP Mandella LandscapingAP Mandella Landscaping

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640  • Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services

Free 
Estimates
Fully 
Insured

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal • LOAM & SEEDChip Removal • LOAM & SEED

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Quinsigamond Community College Spring 2024 
Semester Dean and Merit Lists 
A total of 459 students were 

named to the college’s Dean’s 
List and 1,072 students were 

named to the Merit List.

QCC’S DEAN’S LIST SPRING 2024
Students who meet the criteria 

below and have earned 12 or 
more credits in a given semester 
are named to the Dean’s List:

All grades must be “C” or 
higher. (No grades of “I” or “X” 
are permitted).

Semester Quality Point Aver-
age (QPA) must be 3.50 or higher, 
and cumulative QPA must be 
2.00 or higher.

All courses must be college-
level.

Auburn: Logan Alexander, 
Tyrese Baffour, James Bello, 
Emily Briddon, Kevin Do, Kevin 
Duong, Emelis Henriquez, Faith 
Joslyn, Tue Lac, Paul Landry, 
Andi Loce, Evelyn Montgomery

North Oxford: Joshua Addo
Oxford: Heather Byrne, Ariana 

Gelardi, Jennifer Gum, Christo-
pher Hadis, Melissa Lees, Patrick 
Reed, Tyler Wilson

QCC’S MERIT LIST SPRING 2024
Students who meet the criteria 

below and have earned six or 
more credits in a given semester 
are named to the Merit List:

All grades must be “C” or 
higher. (No grades of “I” or “X” 
are permitted).

Semester Quality Point Aver-
age (QPA) must be 3.50 or higher, 
and cumulative QPA must be 
2.00 or higher.

All courses must be college-
level.

Auburn: Fiona Bruce, Zoe 
Coleman, Angela DiTommaso, 
Stefany Flynn, Daquan Gooch, 
Andy Ho, Mark John, Leesa 
Kamaru, Laura Keister, Michael 
Langway, Lais Milioli, Chanel 
Napoli, Jamie Nash, Tien Luc 
Nguyen, My Ortega, Hannah 
Patterson, Christopher Pierce, 

Jessica Reed, Sara Rufli, Meaghan 
Wales, Amelia Whitney

North Oxford: Antony Brad-
ford, Nicole Dayutis, Jessica 
Gonzalez, Shannen Hennessy, 

Maureen Jones
Oxford: Louis Badu, Nicole 

Bjorklund, Samantha Borelli, 
Cassandra Bute, Zachary Finizza, 
Colton Heerdt, Destiny Lentine, 

Kimberly Lindsey, Ellie Makow-
iecki, Jared Torosian, Julie Viola, 
Juliana Zalewski

Oxford Elects 
Russell Rheault to 
Board of Selectmen, 
10% Voter Turnout
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

Oxford held town elections 
on Tuesday, May 21, with 
results as follows: Russell 

Rheault, Board of Selectmen’s 
3-year term, 656 votes; Mark 
Dean Robbins, 373 votes.

Board of Library Trustees had 
Harry Roger Williams running 
solo for a 3-year term as well 
with 864 votes and Leah Ann 
Filipkowski running unopposed 
for a 2-year term on the School 
Committee. Ms. Filipkowski 
received 834 votes. 

The School Committee’s 3-year 

term roster had 2 candidates up 
for election with no opposition: 
Palmina Elizabeth Griffin, 657 
votes and Todd M. Proctor with 
619 votes. 

The Southern Worcester 
County Regional Vocational 
School District Committee 
3-year term went to the solo 
candidate, David H. Grenier with 
873 votes. Also unopposed for 
the Housing Authority’s 5-year 
term was Wayne Alfred McFar-
land 855 votes. 

Of the town’s 10,667 registered 
voters, 1,044 votes were cast, a 
10% turnout.    
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA  • 508-736-9482 • anythingautowebster.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS

SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR

KNOCKS & NOISES

AFTER MARKET
HEATING/COOLING

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

OIL CHANGES

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

PProfessional Car Cleaning rofessional Car Cleaning 
Motorcycles & BoatsMotorcycles & Boats

218 Worcester St., 218 Worcester St., N. GraftonN. Grafton
774-272-0815774-272-0815

www.catacchioautodetail.comwww.catacchioautodetail.com

Time to WASH OFF winterTime to WASH OFF winter
and give your car aand give your car a

DEEPDEEP
CLEAN!CLEAN!

Over 
40 years in
business

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

Brake caliper lubricant, DYI oil change 
and a used Tesla – to buy or not to buy?

Q. I have a Honda Accord and 
it will need brakes soon. I 
know I should lubricate the 

brake caliper pins; is there a certain 
lubricant I should use? 

A. Honda and many other 
manufacturers recommend 
ATE Plastic Lube (avail-

able online or at some auto parts 
stores). You would use this on the 
guide pins, guide surfaces of the 
calipers and the back of the brake 
pads. This will help prevent corro-
sion and squeaking. 

Q. I have a 2013 Subaru and 
I have owned it since new 
and have changed the oil 

myself for the past 11 years. Over 
the years the drain plug has started 
to round off. I know I can just buy 
another one, I was thinking about 
trying to find the same size with a 
bigger bolt/head size to avoid this 
in the future. I do plan to keep this 
car until the wheels fall off. 

A. This drain plug issue was a 
common problem, so much 
so that Subaru came out 

with a new design drain plug. The 
new drain plug is 17mm, whereas 
your car’s original drain plug used 

a 14mm wrench. This bigger size 
should improve the life of the drain 
plug. Any Subaru dealer should 
have the revised drain plug in 
stock. 

Q. I belong to a local library 
group, and we meet peri-
odically and discuss issues 

and interests. The topics could be 
anything from health care to real 
estate. Many people have expressed 
an interest in electric cars, do 
you know where we could find a 
speaker to come and talk with us?

A. You never mentioned 
where you are located, 
but if you are within AAA 

Northeast club territory, you can 
email me (jpaul@aaanortheast.
com) and I will get your request to 
someone local who would be happy 
to come visit with your group. 

Q. The tires on my car seem 
to be wearing faster than I 
expected. The dealer rec-

ommends tire rotation every 6000 
miles. This to me seems excessive 
and it gets expensive. Is this neces-
sary and what is the proper rota-
tion these days? Is it front to back 
or X-pattern? 

A. Most vehicle manufactur-
ers as well as tire manu-
facturers recommend tire 

rotation twice a year. Rotating tires 
periodically helps reduce tire wear 
and is also a good excuse to check 
items such as brakes and suspen-
sion. As for rotation, if the tires are 
directional, move them front to 
back. If the tires are not directional, 
move the left front to the right rear, 
right rear to right front and right 
front to the left rear, left rear to the 
left front. 

Q. I left my sunroof open, and 
it rained for hours, and the 
car got wet. I wet-vacu-

umed the seats and carpets, but the 
car still smells like a wet dog. What 
can I do, this is my only car and I 
need it to go to work. 

A. You may need to remove 
the seats and take the 
carpet out to get to the 

padding and dry or replace the 
pad. The jute material is very heat 
resistant and a good insulator, 
but also absorbs water. Remove 
the carpet and let it air out in the 
sun, replace the underlayment and 
then once clean and purchase a 
carbon/charcoal cabin air filter as a 
replacement for the standard paper 
filter. 

Q. I have a chance to buy a 
2013 Tesla Model S60. It is 
in good condition but has 

169,000 miles on it. The dealer has 
it for $16,000 which looks like a 
decent price and under my budget. 

What do you think, is this a wise 
buy? 

A. Buying an 11-year-old car 
always has the potential 
for problems, buying an 

11-year-old luxury car that hap-
pens to be all electric can be even 
more challenging. The S60 had a 
range of about 210 miles when new 
and over the 
past decade 
likely has some 
battery degra-
dation and the 
range may be 
10 to 20 per-
cent less than 
it was new. Ask 
to see the car 
with a fully 
charged bat-
tery to determine how the battery 
has changed. Also, electronics can 
grow finicky as they age. Before I 
purchased this car, I would bring it 
to an EV specialist who is familiar 
with Tesla vehicles for an evalua-
tion. I would also put the $16,000 
price slightly above market value. 
If I were to spend $16-$18,000 for 
an EV I would look for a newer 
Model 3, not as luxurious but likely 
a car with less potential to have 
problems. 

Q. I have a new VW Jetta and 
it has brake vibration. I 
took it to the dealer, and 

they resurfaced the brake rotors. 
The car stops smoothly, but I have 
read your articles for years and you 
have stated that once you remove 
too much metal form the rotors, 
they are more likely to warp again. 
What should I do? 

A. Volkswagen allows resurfac-
ing of brake rotors (if the vehicle is 
less than 12 months/12,000 miles 
old providing they show no signs of 
corrosion, high heat discoloration 
or cracking. The brake rotor thick-
ness measurement must exceed the 
minimum specification after the 
machining process is completed to 
be re-used. If the brake rotor thick-
ness measurement did not meet 
this requirement after machining 
the dealer would have replaced the 
brake rotors. 

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s 
Car Doctor. He has over forty years’ 
experience and is an ASE-certified 
master technician. He will answer 
readers’ questions each week. Email 
your questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com. Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on Face-
book at mrjohnfpaul.



June 21, 2024  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   13

BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING � dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

What to know before 'reversing' 
your retirement
I f you’ve retired, you may have 

thought you closed the book 
on one chapter of your life. 

But what happens if you need to 
“reverse” your retirement?

Due to 
higher infla-
tion and ris-
ing interest 
rates, many 
retirees are 
taking out 
more money 
from their 
retirement 
accounts 
than they 

had originally anticipated. As a 
result, some are headed back to 
the workforce. If you’re thinking of 
joining them, you’ll need to con-
sider some factors that may affect 
your finances.

First, if you’ve been taking Social 
Security, be aware that you could 
lose some of your benefits if you 
earn over a certain level, at least 
until you reach your full retire-
ment age, which is likely between 
66 and 67. Specifically, if you are 
under your full retirement age for 
the entire year, Social Security will 
deduct $1 from your benefit pay-
ments for every $2 you earn above 
the annual limit, which, in 2024, is 
$22,320. In the year you reach your 
full retirement age, Social Security 
will deduct $1 in benefits for every 
$3 you earn above a different limit, 

which, in 2024, is $59,520.
Social Security will only count 

your earnings up to the month be-
fore you reach your full retirement 
age, at which point your earnings 
will no longer reduce your benefits, 
regardless of how much you earn. 
Also, Social Security will recalcu-
late your benefit amounts to credit 
you for the months your pay-
ments were reduced due to your 
excess earnings. Social Security 
also allows you to pay back early 
benefits received if you withdraw 
your application within 12 months 
of starting benefits. This move 
could help you receive substantially 
higher benefits at full retirement 
age.

Your Social Security isn’t the 
only benefit that could be affected 
by your earnings. Your Medicare 
Part B and Part D premiums are 
based on your income, so they 
could rise if you start earning more 
money. Also, your extra income 
could push you into a higher tax 
bracket.

Nonetheless, you can certainly 
gain some benefits by returning 
to the working world. Obviously, 
you’ll be making money that can 
help you boost your daily cash flow 
and possibly reduce some debts. 
But depending on where you work, 
you might also be able to contrib-
ute to a 401(k) or other employer-
sponsored retirement plan. And re-
gardless of where you work, you’ll 

be eligible to contribute to an IRA. 
By putting more money into these 
accounts, you may well be able to 
strengthen your financial position 
during your retirement years. You 
might also be able to receive some 
employee benefits, such as group 
health insurance — which could be 
particularly valuable if you haven’t 
yet started receiving Medicare.

In addition to the potential 
financial advantages of going back 
to work, you might get some social 
benefits, too. Many people enjoy 
the interactions with fellow work-
ers and miss these exchanges when 
they retire, so a return to the work-
force, even if it’s on a part-time 
basis, may give you an emotional 
boost.

In the final analysis, you’ll want 
to weigh the potential costs of 
going back to work against the 
possible benefits. There’s no one 
right answer for everyone, but by 
looking at all the variables, you 
should be able to reach a decision 
that works for you.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones Member SIPC

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change

“Where  Summer Gladly  Shines its Countenance Upon The Valley“Where  Summer Gladly  Shines its Countenance Upon The Valley!!””

U-KNIGHTED

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

Charlton Public Presents Composting 101 Program

On Tuesday, June 25, from 6:30-7:30, Charlton Public Library will host Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens 
for a presentation on composting basics. Learn how you can build and maintain a compost pile with grass 
clippings, leaves, and kitchen scraps that will transform your garden with healthy nutrient-rich garden soil. 

Blackstone Valley will cover it all, from the "how to" to the "how much."
Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens’ mission is to inspire others to grow their own fresh produce by delivering 

residential and community based training, consulting, and assistance in vegetable garden development. They 
are dedicated to the belief that people should have the knowledge and opportunity to grow wholesome fruits 
and veggies in containers, raised beds, or in-ground gardens. This program 
is free and open to the public. Registration is encouraged by visiting the 
Library Program Event Calendar page, or calling the Library at 508-248-
0452.

Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main Street in Charlton, Mass. 
Additional parking is available across the street at Town Hall.
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Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for 
publication. Email your calendar or event 
notice to news@theyankeexpress.com. 

SATURDAYS, THROUGH AUGUST 31 
• Douglas Farmers Market from 9 a.m. – 
noon. Rain or Shine. Held at the historically 
significant E. N. Jenckes Store Museum, 
283 Main Street, Douglas.  Explore various 
vendors and support local businesses. Visit 

the museum and learn about preservation 
efforts.

SATURDAY, JUNE 22
• Celebrate Pollinators Day Festival 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. Joslin Park, Main Street Oxford 
(Rain location Community Center) Join us 
for a fun-filled day learning about pollina-
tors and native plants.  Planned activi-
ties include frrnative pplant give-away, 
pollinator talk, community challenge, 

plant sales, interactive demonstrations, 
information tables, craft vendors, children’s 
games and crafts, ballong twister and face 
painting. Tour the 1872 Schoolhouse and 
more. Sponsored by the Oxford Conserva-
tion Commission and Oxford Grow Native 
for Pollinators Campaign

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
• Sutton Fourth of July parade kicks off from 
Sutton Center at 10 am.  Fun community 
events will be held at the Sutton Schools 

from 11 am to 4 pm.  Information on the 
parade, participants, and the post parade 
events can be found at thesuttonfourth.org.  
The Historical Society will be set up with 
the civil war cannon for ole tyme photos.  
Stop by and learn about what the Society 
has to offer, and how we are preserving 
local history and preparing for the Nation's 
250th anniversary.  Visit www.thesutton-
fourth.org for more information.

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
• Alexander's Jazz Time Band. Come join us 
at Apple Tree Arts, One Grafton Common, 
Grafton, on Sun, June 30th at 6:30 PM for 
a concert of jazzy popular tunes for the 
1920's and early 1930's. A period-style 
band will present a program of familiar 
standards - as well as some forgotten 
gems - by Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, Hoagy 
Carmichael, and others - all in authentic 
Jazz-Age arrangements.  Admission is $20, 
$16 for students and seniors. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
• Calling all trivia fans. Here’s a chance 
to show off your knowledge aat the E.N. 
Jenckes Store Museum at 283 Main Street , 
Douglas at 7 p.m. for the Time to test your 
trivia smarts. Entry fee is $10.00 per team 
member. This covers your
entry into the competition as well as never-
ending refreshments of coffee, tea, cold 
drinks and confectionery treats.  The win-
ning team will receive half of the amount 
collected for entry fees and the other half 

will be used for needed repairs and upkeep 
of the E. N. Jenckes Store Museum. There 
will be multiple rounds in several subjects. 
Total score from all rounds will determine 
the winning team. If necessary, a tie 
breaker question or questions will
determine the winning team.

THURSDAY, JULY 11
• Polar Park Town Takeover Day for Millbury. 
Tickets are $15 to watch the WooSox take 
on the Red Wings at 6:45 p.m. For the third 
straight year, the WooSox will host a number 
of towns and cities from across the com-
monwealth at Polar Park for “Town Takeover” 
nights. Tickets purchased for each Town 
Takeover game will benefit a non-profit from 
that town. At the end of the season, the town 
with the largest turnout will be rewarded 
with a trophy and special recognition!

THURSDAY, JULY 18
• Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a Business After Hours from 5:30 
– 7:30 p.m. at the Asa Waters Mansion, 123 
Elm Street, Millbury. Admission is $20 for 
members and $30 for future members.

SATURDAY, JULY 20
• St. Patrick’s Parish, 7 East St, Whitinsville 
Sat, July 20th, 5PM - 9PM! Dynamite Sand-
wiches, ice-cold beer, hot dogs, chips, soft 
drinks and frozen treats will be served prior 
to the Northbridge Fireworks. Take-out op-
tions will also be available. The rain date for 
this event is July 21. For more information, 

call 508-234-5656.

MONDAY, JULY 22 
• Charlton City United Methodist Church 
is hosting Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
through July 25. VBS is from 6-8 p.m. come 
home from work and bring your bored kids 
to us! The kids will enjoy some fun time, but 
also learn about God and being a good per-
son.  Contact our director at karenlee830@
charte.net or Pastor John at john@cc-umc.
org for more information or to register your 
kids. CCUMC is located at 74 Stafford Street 
in Charlton.

SATURDAY, AUG. 3
• Collectibles, Cards, and Craft Show Coming 
to Charlton. Charlton City United Methodist 
Church (74 Stafford Street, Charlton) will once 
again host Dynamic Collectibles, Cards, and 
Craft Show from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Planned as a 
quarterly event, the show will be jam-packed 
with vendors and feature lunch, baked goods, 
and other goodies. The previous show, held 
in May, attracted over 150 people. Entrance is 
free, but purchases support a number of non-
profit organizations partnered with Charlton 
City UMC. Partial proceeds will support Abby’s 
House in Worcester, a heat fuel assistance 
program for Charlton seniors, and UMCOR (the 
Methodist disaster relief agency. Donations 
will also be collected at the door for Target 
ALS. Further information, including vendor 

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 15 

TICKETS
ARE ON

SALE NOW!

The Indian Ranch Box Offi  ce is open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 10AM - 3PM. Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508-943-3871. 
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfi eld. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

AUGUST 4 • 1:30PM AUGUST 9 • 7PM AUGUST 10 • 1PM AUGUST 18 • 1PMAUGUST 11 • 1PM

AUGUST 24 • 1PMAUGUST 23 • 7PM SEPTEMBER 7 • 1PM SEPTEMBER 22 • 12PM SEPTEMBER 29 • 1PM

JUNE 22 • 1PM JUNE 23 • 1PM

AUGUST 3 • 1PM

AUGUST 2 • 7PMJULY 25 • 7PM JULY 27 • 1PM

JUNE 29 • 1PM JULY 7 • 1PM

JULY 21 • 1PMJULY 14 • 1PM
JULY 13 • 1PMSOLD OUT!

JUNE 30 • 1PMSOLD OUT!

JULY 20 • 12PM

Leppard DEF LEPPARD tribute

East Coast Alice Alice Cooper tribute

Everybody Wants Some Van Halen tribute

Raise Your Hands Bon Jovi tribute

Back In Black AC/DC tribute

AUGUST 31 • 12PM

DRAW THE LINE
THE ONLY AEROSMITH  ENDORSED TRIBUTE BAND

BEYOND PURPLE  
BURNING SKY BAD COMPANY TRIBUTE BAND

COLD AS ICE FOREIGNER TRIBUTE BAND

PINK HOUSES JOHN COUGAR MELLENCAMP TRIBUTE

DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE BAND (PLUS HITS 
FROM WHITESNAKE, RAINBOW & DIO)

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE
200 GORE ROAD • WEBSTER, MA

For complete schedule and tickets, visit www.IndianRanch.com

Email functions@samuelslaters.com
or visit 

www.samuelslaters.com/
private-functions

From small groups to large 
gatherings, we accommodate 

all party sizes

BOOK YOUR 
PRIVATE EVENT 

TODAY!

For reservations, menus, 
and more information, visit 

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
LAKESIDE DINING

200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

SUMMER HOURS:
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY

(12PM - 9PM)

SUNDAY
(12PM - 8PM)

Lake Tours and 
Specialty Cruises

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE .........................................................JUN 21 • 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUN 22 • 10AM
BOAT SCOOTIN BOOGIE CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS ........JUN 22 • 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUN 23 • 10AM
SUNSET CRUISE ..........................................................................JUN 28 • 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUN 29 • 10AM
AWESOME 80’S CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS .......................JUN 29 • 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUN 30 • 10AM
FIREWORKS CRUISE ...................................................................JUL 3 • 7:30PM
SUNSET CRUISE ..........................................................................JUL 5 • 7:30PM
SUNSET CRUISE ..........................................................................JUL 6 • 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUL 7 • 10AM
SUNSET CRUISE ..........................................................................JUL 12 • 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUL 13 • 10AM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUL 14 • 10AM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUL 20 • 9:30AM
SUNSET CRUISE ..........................................................................JUL 20 • 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ....................................................................JUL 21 • 10AM
YACHT ROCK DANCE PARTY CRUISE 
WITH CHUCK PERKS ..................................................................JUL 27 • 6:30PM
SUNSET CRUISE ..........................................................................AUG 3 • 7:30PM
SUNSET CRUISE ..........................................................................AUG 10 • 7:15PM
CHILLIN IN THE 90’S CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS ...............AUG 17 • 6:30PM
BOOGIE NIGHTS/DISCO DANCE PARTY CRUISE 
WITH CHUCK PERKS ..................................................................SEPT 18 • 6:30PM
HALLOWEEN BOOS CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS ................OCT 18 • 6:30PM

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT
WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

CRUISING WEBSTER LAKE •  200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

BUYINGBUYING
OLD TOYSOLD TOYS

                          

HIGHEST PRICES PAIDHIGHEST PRICES PAID
For Your Childhood

Toy Collections from
1980s  - 1990s1980s  - 1990s

STAR WARS, He-man,
Garbage Pail Kids, etc.

Please Call 860-933-5549



June 21, 2024  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   15

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 14

44thth of July SALE! of July SALE!
See our flyer on whitcosales.com  • open July 4th 10 to 7See our flyer on whitcosales.com  • open July 4th 10 to 7

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

Representative Soter Supports 
Parental Equality Bill
S tate Representative Michael J. 

Soter (R-Bellingham) recently 
joined with his colleagues to 

approve legislation updating the 
state’s parentage laws.

House Bill 4672, An Act to 
ensure legal parentage equality, was 
given initial approval by the House 
of Representatives on June 12 when 
it was engrossed on a vote of 156-0. 
The bill now heads to the Senate 
for its consideration.

Representative Soter said the 
House bill updates the state’s laws 
by setting clear standards for 
establishing the legal relation-
ship between parents and their 
children under several paths, 
including birth, adoption, assisted 

reproduction, surrogacy, and other 
scenarios. He said this legislation 
will help to ensure equal treatment 
for same-sex couples and LGBTQ+ 
families by allowing them the same 
means of establishing parentage as 
heterosexual families and individu-
als.

Representative Hannah Kane (R-
Shrewsbury), a co-sponsor of one 
of the bills that formed the basis for 
House Bill 4672, noted the House 
legislation will ensure that children 
in all families “are afforded the 
same protections, regardless of 
how they came into this world or 
who is parenting them.”

According to Representative Sot-
er, the changes contained in House 

Bill 4672 are important because the 
ability to establish legal parent-
age allows individuals to play an 
important role in their child’s lives 
by conferring on them the power 
to make decisions impacting their 
child’s education and medical care.

The Massachusetts Parentage 
Act is based on the Uniform Par-
entage Act of 2017, which is model 
legislation issued by the non-par-
tisan Uniform Law Commission 
that is recommended for adoption 
in all states to ensure uniformity in 
parentage protections.

House Bill 4672 sets an effective 
date of January 1, 2025 for imple-
menting these changes.

inquiries: Joe Dupont. joedupont@dynamic-
cardcollectors.com .

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
• The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce invites members and prospective 
members for its signature event, “Steamers 
at Sunset” held at The Barn at Blissful 
Meadows Golf Club , 801 Chockalog Road, 

Uxbridge.  The event runs from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Lobster, steak, chicken or vegetar-
ian  options. Prices range from $75 - $110 
for members, higher for preospective 
members.  Passed hors d’oeuvres, choice of 
steamers or corn chowder. Garden salad, 
baked potato, summer vegetable and light 
dessert. Cash bar. RSVP by August 7.

THE NEW ENGLAND COUNTRY 
MUSIC CLUB 
Dances with live classic country bands - 
Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge

Sunday, June 23, “Angela West & Show-
down”
Sunday, July 7, "Rustic Country"
Sunday July 21, Oldies dance with DJ Paul
Doors open at 12:15, live music 1-5pm
Snacks may be brought in, cash bar for 
beverages. www.facebook.com/NECoun-
tryMusicClub

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
• Coin Show at the VFW Post 1385. 13 Cross 
Road, Uxbridge. 3-7 p.m. Free Admission, 
Free Appraisals
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

259 Worcester Road/Rt. 20, Charlton, MA 01507 
WE DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK • WWW.CHARLTONLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COM

Bark Mulch • Screened Loam • Stone Dust • Colored Stone • Compost • Sand • Gravel • Fill

We Sell Amish Patio Furniture

508-450-6363

Order in store for 2 chances 
to win FREE MULCH

BARK MULCH We Offer 
Delivery

Hemlock .......................................  $4000

Red Cedar .....................................  $3800

Brown  ..........................................  $3800

Black ............................................  $3800

Playground Mulch .........................  $3800
per yard

Contractor Grade Mulch
Black, Brown or Red  

$32 per yard

Enter To Win
FREE Mulch

Call for Details

PERENNIALS
$2.95 each
Annuals $4.25 each 
Veggies $1.00 each

Hanging BasketHanging Basket

Come check out 
our wide variety 
of bird houses. 

We 
even 
have 

Purple Martin Bird houses.


