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RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - Water tank
capacity emerged as a sig-
nificant development issue
at the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District Improvements
Committee meeting on
June 6 that included the
district’s contract engineer,
Joe Domenichelli.

Based on the preliminary
discussion, the communi-
ty’s two water tanks — Rio

Oso and Van Vleck — and
their respective distribu-
tion systems lack sufficient
capacity to support future
development.

The most immediate
issue is the Rio Oso Tank,
which has been drain-
ing quickly on hot days.
It may not have enough
water to serve all 198 lots
in the Residences East and
West (Residences) sub-
division near Stonehouse
Park, where preliminary
construction has already
begun.

Although a second

connection to the Van
Vleck Tank is planned
as a backup for the first
phase of the subdivision
with 68 lots, it wasn’t
clear from the discussion if
the 130 homes in the sec-
ond phase can get water.
However, Bob Keil, one
of the developers, indi-
cated he may provide land
for a new water tank. The
other Residences developer
is the investment group
headed by Carol Anderson
Ward.

Keil said it would be
“catastrophic” if the

Water Tank Capacity Emerges
as Another Development Issue

Whether the Rio Oso water tank has sufficient capacity to serve the Residences East and West subdivision in Rancho Murieta
was a topic at the June 6 Rancho Murieta Community Services District Inprovements Committee meeting. Photo by Gail Bullen

district couldn’t supply
water to lots that have
already been sold.

A less immediate
problem, according to
Domenichelli, is that the
proposed Rancho North
development with 697
lots will require construc-
tion of another water tank,
as will the total buildout
of the Residences and the
Riverview developments in
Rancho Murieta South. He
didn’t mention the Retreats
subdivision, which also is
increasing water usage.

Continued on page 6

Girl Power Engulfs Clementia Amphitheater

As the opening act in the ETC concert season, Who's That Girl - The Ultimate Diva Experience delivers a triple threat of song,
dance and music at the Lake Clementia Amphitheater on June 15. Photo by Gail Bullen

Months
Delay
for OK

of Water

Plan

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - It was all
about girl power when Who’s That
Girl — The Ultimate Diva Experience
took to the stage at Lake Clementia
Ampbhitheater on June 15 in the first
concert of the summer season pre-
sented by Entertainment, Theatre &
Culture for Rancho Murieta (ETC).
The singers not only captured the
energy of iconic female artists who
have dominated the pop music scene
for decades but a sea of little girls

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

crowded the stage during the entire
performance. The adoring young fans
seemed to know all of the lyrics, even
to some songs recorded before they
were born.

The synergy between the sing-
ers and the girls wasn’t lost on ETC
President Jane Rosetta. “The per-
formers were very sweet and playful
interacting with them,” she said.

The rest of the audience wasn’t left
out either.

“It was a very entertaining show
with the dance moves and glitzy
costumes,” Rosetta said. “We were

impressed with the musicians too.
They really delivered.”

Rosetta particularly enjoyed the
tribute to Tina Turner.

The singers began the show with
Madonna’s signature songs “Vogue”
and “Express Yourself.” They fol-
lowed with hits from icons such as
Katie Perry, Whitney Houston, Cindy
Lauper, Britney Spears, Joan Jett and
Beyonce. Their performance was ele-
vated by flashy choreography and
dazzling costumes.

The crowd also appreciated the

Continued on page 11

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- A heavily criticized
study forecasting Rancho
Murieta’s future water
needs, the Integrated Water
Master Plan, won’t be
completed anytime soon.

This update was pro-
vided by President Tim
Maybee during the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Board's
monthly meeting on June
5, which was held two
weeks earlier than usual.

In addition to consider-
able discussion about the
water study and a recent
town hall meeting on the
same topic, the board
adopted the 2024/2025
budget with rate increases
and acknowledged two
recent resignations -—
District Counsel Andrew
Ramos and Director
of Operations Michael
Fritschi.

Background

Consulting engineers
Lisa Maddaus and Dan
Scalas are employing a
data-based approach to
develop the most recent
iteration of a water study
intended to forecast future
water needs given cli-
mate change, drought, and
upcoming development.
Both engineers spoke at a
town hall meeting on May
30 that drew more than
250 attendees. A summary
of their work on the three-
phase study — water supply,
water demand, and water
scenarios can be found on
the district’s website.

After briefly review-
ing the first two phases,
the consultants presented
scenarios based on their
analysis of the communi-
ty’s water supply under
normal river flows and in
a worst-case drought and
how each condition would
affect both current custom-
ers and projected numbers
at full buildout as follows:

Current customers
would have enough water
in an average year, but
it wouldn’t meet a state
requirement for communi-
ties like Rancho Murieta to
have a backup water sup-
ply. At full buildout, the
water supply would meet
demand, although just
barely.

In an extreme drought,
current customers would
barely have enough water
even with an assumed 30%
water cutback. At full
buildout, the water sys-
tem would fail. But with
an augmented water sup-
ply, the community would
have sufficient water in
an extreme drought at full

Continued on page 5
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Big Truck Event Draws Hundreds to Stonehouse Park

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Designed to showcase
some of the big trucks
that help run the com-
munity, Big Truck Day
drew a crowd to Upper
Stonehouse Park on June 6.

Despite the onset of
a heat wave, enthusi-
asm remained high for the
event, which was geared
toward children aged 2
to 6. Activities included
digging in the sand with
kid-sized excavators, blow-
ing bubbles in the shade,
visiting informational
tables with fun activities,
marveling at the heavy
equipment and enjoying
an iced drink or an early
lunch.

As a bonus, the attendees
could look across the street
to see heavy equipment
working as grading began
in the Residences East and
West subdivision.

Big Truck Day
was sponsored by the
Cosumnes River Activities
League, a nonprofit organi-
zation founded by Rancho
Murieta residents Matt
and Meagan Bigaman
to engage young peo-
ple through empowering
events. By the event’s end,
they had given away 210
of the 250 kid-sized hard
hats.

“It was a huge success,”
Matt Bigaman said. “We
were super happy with the
community support.”

One of the attendees
was Oli Seagraves, who
watched as his 2-year-old
Coa operated a mini exca-
vator in the sand trap.

“This is awesome,” he
said. “It’s great for the kids
to get a little dirty and to
have some fun.”

The sand trap and ven-
dor Bubble Mania were the
biggest hits, according to

Before trying them on, young attendees ask a Mule Creek
Prison correctional officer about bulletproof vests and shields.

o

SMUD lineman Ryan Coulson shows Hudson Iverson how a

hot stick works on overhead lines.

boom trucks also were a
big attraction.

“SMUD was one of
the biggest cash sponsors
out there,” Bigaman said.
“They were very gener-
ous and contributed a lot
of manpower and a lot of
equipment.

Parent Luke Iverson
watched as lineman Ryan
Coulson showed his two
sons, Hayden and Hudson
how to use a hot stick to
work on an overhead line
that was strung between
two SMUD trucks. “It’s
pretty cool that they are
getting some insight into
what the guys at SMUD
do,” he said.

Rancho Muriecta
Association (RMA)
Maintenance Manager
Troy Schaffner and his
crew helped with the
event's setup and teardown.

“The RMA Maintenance
guys were really invested

the community,” Bigaman
said.

Shaffner said his crews
put the Rancho Murieta
Association masticator,
street sweeper, boom truck
and backhoe on display.

“But we ended up con-
ing everything off because
we didn’t have the staff to
break away,” he said.

Shaffner was pleasantly
surprised by the turnout.

“I was so happy to see
all the kids out there,” he
said. “Hopefully, they will
do it again next year and
we get to participate.”

As for other partici-
pants, Bigaman said that
Hanford Sand and Gravel
and Hastie's Capital Sand
and Gravel both donated
sand and showcased their
big trucks. Cal Waste
Management brought
a garbage truck and a
spin-the-wheel recycling
game. The Sacramento

Arwen Muehlenhaupt (left) and Coa Seagraves play in the sand trap at Big Truck Day, held June
6 at Stonehouse Park. Photos by Gail Bullen

A lineup of big trucks awaits visitors.

came with the Station 59
fire engine and several fire-
fighters gave out stickers.
The Sacramento County
Sheriff's Office displayed
its BearCat armored per-
sonnel carrier.

Although they didn’t
come in a truck, two Mule
Creek State Prison correc-
tional officers delighted
youngsters by letting them

and look through ballistic
shields.

Two food trucks, Kona
Ice and Dubbs Lunch Box,
also helped keep everyone
cool and fed.

The league’s next
event will be a fund-
raiser, Comedy Under the
Stars, at Lake Clementia
Ampbhitheater on Aug. 10.

“This event isn’t just

Sacramento’s finest come-
dians: it’s about uniting for
a cause that empowers and
safeguards our communi-
ty’s future,” according to a
description on the league’s
website.

VIP and general admis-
sion tickets cost $100 and
$45 respectively and can
be purchased at https://
cosumnesriveractivitli-

Bigaman. But the SMUD

in creating a great event for

Metropolitan Fire District

try on bulletproof vests

about enjoying a roster of

esleague.com/events. %

K-ZAP Radio Launches ‘Feed the Kitty’ Donation Drive

K-ZAP News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Sacramento's beloved K-ZAP,
the all-volunteer LPFM rock/
blues radio station broadcast-
ing 24/7 at 93.3 FM in the
metro Sacramento area, on the
K-ZAP apps and streaming at
k-zap.org, launched its “10 To
Feed the Kitty” donation drive
on June 9. The station is call-
ing on its listeners to donate
just $10 each to help keep the
lights on and the tunes rolling.

Founded by former staff
members of the legend-
ary Sacramento radio station
KZAP, Dennis Newhall and
Tom Cale, K-ZAP has been
a staple in the Sacramento
community since its return to

Peter Rizzo is the promotions
director and underwriter at
K-ZAP Photo courtesy of K-ZAP

the airwaves on July 4, 2015.
Now, as the station approaches
its ninth anniversary, it is
looking to the community for
support to continue its mission

of providing quality rock/blues
music to Sacramento and the
world.

“We’ve been rocking
Sacramento for nine years
now, and we want to keep the
party going,” said Newhall,
station general manager and
owner. “With the ‘10 To Feed
the Kitty’ campaign, we’re
asking our listeners to help
us reach our goal of raising
$100,000 by July 4. It’s a small
amount that can make a big
difference.”

The “10 To Feed the Kitty”
donation drive will run from
now until July 4. Listeners
can donate online at k-zap.org/
donate using their credit, debit
card or Venmo. In addition to
the online campaign, K-ZAP

will be promoting the drive at
various events in the commu-
nity, including the Carmichael
Concerts in The Park on June
15 and the Red White &
Blue Celebration at La Sierra
Community Center on June 29.

“We're not asking for a lot,
just $10 from each of our lis-
teners,” said Peter Rizzo,
promotions director and under-
writer. “We know that a little
can go a long way, and we’re
hoping that with the support of
our community, we can con-
tinue to provide the best rock/
blues music to Sacramento and
the world.”

For more informa-
tion, contact Newhall at
dnewhall@k-zap.org or Rizzo
at prizzo@k-zap.org. *

SINERINMEINIEOKS,

K-Zap has been a widely beloved radio
station in the Sacramento area for many

years. Photo courtesy of K-ZAP

Karen is a Presidential Award
Holder with the Masters Club of
the Sacramento Association of

Realtors for over 37 years.

This is the most prestigious

award given,

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor
for 44 Years and counting.

*Source: MLS for residential, Not
including “Residential Income”

Thank you to all of our clients in

2023 for another successful year.
Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald Karen Hobergl
Broker/Owner

(916) 947-6910

BRE #00670687

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

rmhl.acceleragent.net 7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683
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Family Movie nght Unfolds at Catholic Church

Featuring free food, entertainment
and raffle prizes, Family Movie Night
unfolds at the St. Vincent De Paul
Catholic Church in Rancho Murieta on
May 31. In the far left photo, pajama-
clad youngsters snuggle in their
blankets to watch “The Lego Movie.”
In the near photo, 4-year-old Tommy
Kartagener checks out the snacks that
are included with the hot dog dinner.
The family event was sponsored by the
church, The Grove Youth Ministry, the
Knights of Columbus, the Kiwanis Club
of Rancho Murieta, and Entertainment,
Theater & Culture for Rancho Murieta
(ETC). Photos by Gail Bullen

Fire Council Plans Evacuation Meeting with Officials

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- An upcoming meet-
ing to discuss evacuation
from behind the gates and
an update about the $4.5
million CAL FIRE fuel
reduction grant were topics
when the Rancho Murieta
Regional Fire Safe Council
met via Zoom on June 4.

The council mem-
bers represent the
Rancho Murieta commu-
nity, local ranchers and
the Sacramento Valley
Conservancy, which oper-
ates the Deer Creek Hills
Preserve. Since its for-
mation in 2019, the
Fire Safe Council func-
tioned as a subcommittee
of the Rancho Murieta
Association (RMA) board
until it became an indepen-
dent entity last year.

Evacuation

Fire Safe Council
President Greg Vorster,
a retired firefighter,
reported that he has sched-
uled an Sept. 16 online
meeting to consider evacu-
ation options for residents
behind the gates in the
event of an emergency.
The primary concern is a
wind-driven wildland fire
potentially approaching

A Knox Lock like this one at
the end of Bent Grass Court
allows firefighters access to
three remote gates inside the
community. How residents
would exit the gates during
an emergency was a topic at
the June 4 Rancho Murieta
Regional Fire Safe Council
meeting. Photo by Gail Bullen

from the north.

Vorster said the “stake-
holders” at the upcoming
meeting will include the
chiefs of Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District
(Sac Metro) and the
Sacramento County Office
of Emergency Services,
Sacramento County
Supervisors Sue Frost and
Pat Hume, and representa-
tives from Rancho Murieta
Association, the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District and Fire
Safe councilmembers.

Pryor described the
upcoming meeting as one
last effort to develop an
evacuation plan that has
remained in limbo for
years because the Fire
Safe Council has been
unable to secure Rancho

Murieta Association board
approval.

Under the preliminary
evacuation plan devised by
traffic engineer John Long,
three currently locked
gates would supplement
the two main gates as exits
in an emergency. They are
the Escuela Gate and two
country gates off Jackson
Highway, the first next to
the Yellow Bridge and the
second end of Bent Grass
Drive. Pryor obtained bids
to automate the gates and
ascertained from fire offi-
cials that a system could be
set up so a dispatcher could
open the gates remotely
should the Sacramento
County Sheriff’s Office
order an evacuation.

As an interim step, Knox
locks, which only fire-
fighters can open, were
installed on the remote
gates in 2021

“It was a temporary
measure for ingress, not
for egress, and then we sort
of stalemated there,” Pryor
said.

He asked attendees for a
show of hands or a motion
to support holding the
shareholder’s meeting to
“see if we could do some-
thing more than the Knox
locks.”

Councilmember Betty
Ferraro opposed the idea
“because you are not

20 minute drive fiom Folsor
El Dorado Hills '

1,000/31,50

going to get the people
you are interested in hav-
ing come attend,” she said.
“We went through all the
options over the years, and
we were shot down.”

Pryor still advocated a
final meeting.

“It will be a documented
meeting and everybody
will know where every-
body stands,” he said.

The vote on the motion
was 6 tol with Ferraro
opposed.

Rancho Murieta
Association Director Pat
O’Hern, who is the asso-
ciation’s representative to
the council, said he would
attend the Sept. 16 meet-
ing. He said he couldn’t
speak for General Manager
Rod Hart. Pryor said the
entire Rancho Murieta
Association Board had
been invited.

Another topic briefly
touched upon is that
Rancho Murieta is bet-
ter off than other
communities located in
high-fire-risk areas due to
its golf courses, parks and
lakes, which would pro-
vide sheltering options
inside the community.

Meeting attendee Diana
Schmidt, a Sac Metro Fire
inspector, said this had
happened before.

“Alot of people in Santa
Rosa (during the Tubbs

Fire) were able to ride it
out in fairways and parks,”
Schmidt said. “Rancho
Murieta does have unique
and very beneficial terrain
to utilize in the event of
emergency.”

Regarding evacu-
ating outside gates on
Jackson Highway, Pryor
said that he, Long and
Councilmember John
Merchant continue to work
with the county. Two grant
applications are pending to
improve evacuation in fire
and floods.

Cal Fire grant

Although the Fire Safe
Council secured the $4.5
million Cal Fire grant in
2022 after three years of
trying, it needed a spon-
sor since a homeowners
association subcommit-
tee wasn’t qualified to
apply. Because of efforts
by Supervisor Frost,
Sacramento County
Regional Parks agreed to
sponsor the grant and is
now the administrator.

Parks employee Virginia
Thorley and forester
Phyllis Banducci, who is
supervising the work on
the ground, provided a
brief update. They high-
lighted that Sept. 1 would
be the start date for con-
tractors to begin the ladder
fuel reduction on 947 acres

of woodlands inside and
around Rancho Murieta,
barring extreme fire
weather.

Earlier this year, the
county rejected the initial
contracting bids because
they were too high.
However, Thorley and
Banducci happily reported
that 13 prospective bidders
showed up for a pre-pro-
posal conference a week
earlier.

“We also got confirma-
tion from county counsel
that were able to move
prevailing wages from the
private parcels,” Thorley
said. “That is really going
to help with our bids and
our concerns about our
budget.”

Except for the Deer
Creek Hills Preserve,
which comprises 27% of
the project, the other par-
cels are privately owned by
ranchers and developers.
Thorley also reported that
two separate Deer Creek
Hills projects, removing
invasive weeds and plant-
ing new trees, will begin
after August.

Banducci added that
county environmental
scientists had begun bio-
logical and archeologic
surveys.

The Fire Safe Council’s
next meeting will be on
Sept. 9. *
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Offlce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance ¢ 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station ¢ Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 ¢ Visit us at www.rmairport.com
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SERVICE

RENTALS
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NEW LOCATION
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Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
(over the hill at the
driving range)
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GIP500 GOLF CARTS
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Stop the Madness

Editor’s note: Letters to the editor rep-
resent the opinions of their writers. They
do not represent the views of the River
Valley Times or its staff, and their pub-
lication is not an endorsement of their
content.

Editor:

The current Draft 2024 Rancho Murieta
CSD water study DOES NOT:
1)Use the industry standard method to cal-
culate future water usage.
2)Use the industry standard drought (plan-
ning) conservation rate.
3)Use the Dept. of Water Resources
recommended test pan to calculate the res-
ervoir’s evaporation/seepage rate.
This study incorrectly ASSUMES:
1)Lake Clementia’s part of the commu-
nity’s water supply, which is not allowed
under RM’s permits.

2)A backup well is possible, when RM’s
underlying rock formations have little to
no well potential.

3)Recycled water can supplement resi-
dential usage, when an earlier study states
there will be insufficient supplemental
recycled water (even at full buildout).
4)Reservoirs are at their flashboard
capacity, which is NOT an acceptable
(planning) practice.

5)A 12% current and FUTURE system
loss rate (water lost to breaks/leaks) for an
aging infrastructure, when a 1990 study
states a LOW 10% loss rate was used,
because the infrastructure was relatively
new.

Tell the CSD Board to stop! Demand a
study based on industry standards, achiev-
able assumptions and accurate data.

— Janis Eckard

Where Is the Integrity?

Editor:

The gist of my first RVT letter (“Don’t
Trust the RMA,” May 24) was that the
RMA used the contents of an Architectural
Review Committee staff-issued fraudu-
lent stop work order (SWO) (requested by
my neighbor) to deny my appeal to keep
my lattice fence painted white. But the let-
ter was not about a paint job; it was about
RMA board integrity.

Because of the short bimonthly ARC
meetings and constant turnover of the
board chair and volunteer members, the
institutional wisdom and technical knowl-
edge resides with the full-time staff. The
intimidated (non-existent) supervision
from the chair and general manager per-
mits a rogue staff to do whatever it wants
and count on a “good old boys” appeal
system for protection.

We recently sent letters to each of the
board members documenting that we were

careful to follow all the rules. And we said
if they could tell us one legitimate ARC/
RMA requirement that we violated, we
would just go away. Not one board mem-
ber was willing to tell us what we did
wrong. Why? It was too late. They were
afraid to sanction the staff.

The Board had a choice of either hon-
orably facing up to the staff fraud by
canceling the SWO and dealing with the
consequences by disciplining the staff —
or take the easy way out by pretending the
fraud didn’t happen. So they just told us
to “do what the fraudulent SWO required
— appeal denied.” The bottom line — a
classy organization would have canceled
the fraudulent SWO and apologized to us.
We’re still waiting.

P.S. Tell me again why I can’t paint my
lattice to match my house color like most
other RM residents have.

— Wendell Coon

RMA Covers July 4 Security, Golf Carts, Playgrounds

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Security
Security enhancements for July 4, worry-
ing golf cart behavior and new playground
games were noteworthy topics when the
Rancho Murieta Association Board met
on June 18.

Given what happened last year on July
4, the association has requested eight off-
duty deputies with four patrol cars and
has secured a private security company
with six officers to enhance security at
this year’s event. Last year, a group of
intoxicated teenagers descended upon the
gazebo for the fireworks show and one lit
an illegal firework causing minor injuries
to seven people.

Another concern expressed at the meet-
ing is that some residents heading to
Starbucks are turning left on Jackson
Highway instead of accessing the coffee
shop through the Bel Air parking lot. If
someone were to get killed or injured, the
community could lose its waiver to cross
the highway in a golf cart.

On a happier note, the board approved
the addition of low-tech games such
as hopscotch and Foursquare that will
be painted on the concrete next to the
Stonehouse Park playground.

July 4 Security

Accounting manager Colleen Hagyard
delivered the general manager’s report
on behalf of Rod Hart, who was on vaca-
tion. She reported that the association has
contracted for additional security in light
of the problems at the gazebo last July 4.
The association has requested two depu-
ties with a patrol car work in the morning
and six deputies with patrol cars work at
night. Hagyard said they won’t know until

a day or two before the event whether the
association will get all the off-duty depu-
ties requested.

However, the association has also con-
tracted with a private firm for six security
officers with three patrol vehicles.

“So we are hoping to have at least
three officers at the gazebo area and pos-
sibly more with the remaining officers
patrolling throughout the community,”
Hagyard said.

Board President Scott commented about
the gazebo incident.

“RMA can’t and won’t tolerate that,”
he said. “This year, we are going to have
more than enough security. I want the
community to know that. We want to keep
everyone safe.”

He also noted that the board amended
the fireworks rule last year.

“Fines for a couple of violations are
significant, including the use of illegal
fireworks,” Adams said.

Director Chris Childs, who was third
in command at the California Highway
Patrol before he retired, advised Hagyard
to look into hiring two off-duty CHP offi-
cers to work the heavy traffic at the gates
before and after the fireworks show.
Childs noted these officers would be avail-
able to respond if more law enforcement
was needed for any incidents inside the
gates.

Golf cart issue

Under director comments at the end of
the meeting, Tom Reimers, who chairs the
Compliance Committee, raised an issue
about golf cart driver misbehavior that he
saw.

“We have golf carts that are turning
left on Jackson Highway to drive down
to Starbucks, which is really a dangerous
move,” he said. “People should be driving

across the highway to the parking lot.”

Childs raised another concern.

“The ability to drive our golf carts
across a state highway is a specific provi-
sion within in the California Vehicle Code
that could be repealed by the legislature,
especially if there is some kind of trag-
edy,” Childs said.

Childs noted that he only knows of one
other waiver in the state that allows golf
carts on public roads, which is Catalina
Island.

“I think we need to be very cautious,”
Childs added.

Playground games

Director Renee Bechtold, who chairs
the Recreational Committee, easily
secured board approval for a new project
that could make being a child in Rancho
Murieta much more fun. She said the
maintenance department will paint over
one half of the basketball court that was
previously striped for pickleball. This is
no longer needed because of the new pick-
leball courts.

Bechtold praised the creativity of main-
tenance employees Susan Hamrick and
Danny Taylor who have designed a layout
that will incorporate games such as hop-
scotch, frog jump and foursquare. Nor will
it cost much money, she said.

The River Valley Times asked mainte-
nance manager Troy Schaffner for more
details. Schaffner said that he began
researching the idea after a resident said
she wanted to see something such as hop-
scotch for her granddaughter. Looking for
options, Schaffner realized that the former
pickleball court that was painted on half of
the basketball could be utilized with very
little expense. The location was also next
to the playground, where children are at
“all the time.”

Schaffner decided to expand the idea
beyond hopscotch after picking up his
son from elementary school where he had
been playing foursquare.

“It just seemed logical that instead
of one little area for hopscotch, let’s do
something for everyone and make it big-
ger,” Schaffner said.

As Hamrick and Taylor used chalk to
build out their ideas, they stopped to try
each game after they put it down.

“They just had the greatest time putting
it together,” he said.

Rather than setting aside a block of
time for staff to paint the new playground
amenity, Schaffner said he will schedule
the work between other assignments.

“It is going to be a curious thing for
the kids to see what is going in there each
week,” he said.

Other business

* The board tabled a request to purchase
two more Traffic Logix Speed Cameras
for $26,000 that had been requested by
the general manager and the Compliance
Committee. The board concern was that
the purchase hadn’t been placed in this
year’s budget and would cause a $15,700
overrun in the Compliance Committee’s
budget if approved.

* The board approved a request from
Maintenance Committee Chairman Danny
Carrillo to spend $6,260 to replace a tire
changer and wheel balancer and $5,472 to
install playground fiber at the Riverview
Playground. Both purchases will come
from the reserves.

* The board also approved spending
$31,920 from reserves to replace the dam-
aged chain link fencing along a section
of Highway 16 that sits above the Greens
Park Frisbee course in the south.

The board meets next on July 16. *

DO YOU KNOW
THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have
Paid Them Over

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.

in the heart of Elk Grove.
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BUILDING SUPPLY
“Since 1949

(916)
455-3057

5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
e Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 4) YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

< TL DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 years

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com

6.75%

Initial APR.

5 Year FIXED RATE

CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:
v FIXED RATE for 5 Years
v Local Processing & Servicing

v No Closing Costs on
Qualifying Transactions

v Flexibility and Convenience

v/ Have Funds Available for Current
and Future Needs

v/ Home Improvement, Debt
Consolidation, College Tuition

v Interest May be Tax Deductible

(Please consult your tax advisor)

Member RANCHO MURIETA - 7185 Murieta Drive « 916-354-2661
FDIC ELK GROVE + 9003 Elk Grove BIvd. + 916-685-3936  g¢ Habla Jed.
NMLSRID 479256 SHELDON - 8973 Grant Line Road * 916-686-0200 Espaiiol LENDER

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of
the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin.
The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The
current APR for repayment period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction
consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV)
of 70% including the new HELOC and any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must
be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado
Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line
of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal. Property insurance is required and
flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early
closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on
the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit
Disclosure Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

MPG) Callus today at 9167751111
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Rancho Murieta July 4 Schedule of Events

Rancho Murieta Association

Pancake Breakfast

Sponsored by Rancho Murieta Kiwanis
Club.

7 to 9:30 a.m. at Stonehouse Park.

Advance tickets (6 years and over), $6,
$9 at event.

Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage,
orange juice and coffee.

Purchase tickets at www.rmkiwanis.org

44th Annual Fun Run

Sponsored by Erin Howard Bailey at
Murieta Health Club.

Adults: SK Run 7:30 a.m. at North
Gazebo. Kids (10 and under): 8:15 a.m. at
park across from North Gazebo. No prior
signup required. Any questions, call John
McNamee at 916-206-3246.

Parade down Murieta Parkway

Sponsored by Rancho Murieta
Association.

Line up time 9 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at
Murieta Parkway and De La Cruz.

Parade start time 10 a.m.

Parade route: Begin at Murieta Parkway
and De La Cruz, proceed down parkway,
turn left on Marr Drive, loop behind the
Rancho Murieta Association building and
back onto the parkway.

Residents with vintage cars must reg-
ister with Rancho Murieta Association at
916-354-3500.

For a registration form, contact Rancho
Murieta Association at 916-354-3500 or
online at ranchomurieta.org

Parade rules:

* No water guns, balloons, etc., or super-
balls. Candy is OK.

* No commercial golf carts, walkers, vehi-
cles, etc.

* Non-resident vehicles are not allowed.
Only individuals and local nonprofit
groups can participate.

* Only vintage (1975 or older) vehicles
and local nonprofit vehicles are allowed.

* Chairs and other belongings can’t be
placed for the parade until 24 hours prior
to the event.

Music at the Gazebo
Sponsored by Rancho Murieta
Association
Music and dancing from 7 to 9 p.m.

Fireworks at Laguna Joaquin
(front lake)
Sponsored by Rancho Murieta
Association

The Rancho Murieta Association has slated
spectacular pyrotechnics for this year’s
Fourth of July celebration. Photo by Gail Bullen

Fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m.

No blankets in common areas prior to 7
p-m. July 3.

No plastic or tarps are allowed.

For questions or more information,
contact Rancho Murieta Association at
916-354-3500. *

Recent Resignations, Budget
Approval are CSD Board Topics

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - Two recent resig-
nations and approval of
the 2024/25 budget were
notable agenda items
when the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District Board met on June
5, two weeks earlier than
usual.

Another important
topic discussed was the
Integrated Water Master
Plan, a study aimed at
determining if the com-
munity will have enough
water to meet future water
needs. For more details,
see the separate story in
this issue.

The directors also took
in updates about prob-
lematic water bills,
personnel changes, a return
of Sheriff’s volunteers and
a water quality report.

Resignations

Although the agenda
included two resolu-
tions recognizing Andrew
Ramos, who has resigned
as district counsel, and
Michael Fritschi, who
has resigned as opera-
tions manager, the board
treated these resignations
differently.

Ramos, who was attend-
ing his last meeting, was
praised by all five direc-
tors. The board also voted
unanimously to approve a
resolution recognizing his
service to the district.

the case for Fritschi, who
resigned effective May 30
and didn’t attend the meet-
ing. Three directors, Tim
Maybee, Randy Jenco and
Martin Pohl, voted in favor
of the resolution recog-
nizing him but Director
Stephen Booth voted
“present” and Director
Linda Butler abstained.
They didn’t explain why.

Instead of directly
retaining Ramos for his
legal services, the district
contracted with his law
firm Bartkiewicz, Kronich
& Shanahan, where he was
an attorney. After Ramos
notified the district several
months ago that he was
resigning from his law firm
to accept a position with
the Yuba Water Agency,
Ramos told the board that
he would help recruit a
qualified firm that special-
izes in public agency and
water law.

That happened at the
June 5 meeting. The board
approved a legal services
agreement with the law
firm Ramos recommended:
Richards, Watson &
Gershon. Attorney Patrick
Enright will serve as the
new general counsel.

Ramos became the dis-
trict’s assistant counsel in
2013 and took over as dis-
trict counsel in 2022 after
attorney Dick Shanahan
retired.

“I’'m glad that you are
moving on since it is for
you and the family, but it
is truly a loss to the com-
munity,” Maybee told

to the district and the
community.”

Ramos said working in
Rancho Murieta had posed
many interesting issues.

“I’ve really enjoyed
dealing with your staff and
working with the board and
the community,” he said.

Fritschi notified the
board of his resigna-
tion before he left for an
already scheduled month-
long vacation, although his
resignation was kept quiet
at his request. His last day
was May 30, coinciding
with the town hall meeting
to update the community
about the Integrated Water
Master Plan. Despite
assisting the two con-
sultants with the study,
Fritschi didn’t attend the
town hall.

General Manager Mimi
Morris acknowledged
Fritschi in her written
report. She noted that since
joining the district year
three years earlier, he had
made significant efforts
to enhance understand-
ing of the water system’s
condition.

Those efforts included
recommending a drone
analysis of the storage
capacity of the Calero and
Chesbro reservoirs and
launching the water study
with the consultants.

“We appreciate the con-
tributions of Mr. Fritschi
and wish him all the best,”
Morris said.

Chief Plant Operator
Travis Bohannon is interim
director of operations

process. Morris hopes to
fill the position by Aug. 31.

Budget/Rates

In her general manager’s
report, Morris said the dis-
trict’s 2024/25 operating
budget is about $100,000
lower than the 2023/24
fiscal year and doesn’t
include any deficits like the
previous year.

She said a balanced
budget will cover all oper-
ational costs, allowing the
district to allocate all prop-
erty tax revenues and other
fees to reserves to pay for
infrastructure repair and
replacement.

The new budget is also
increasing the monthly
rates. The average cus-
tomer will see rates up
12%, translating to an
additional $29.36 a month.

After the budget came
up on the agenda, the board
unanimously approved it
without any discussion.

Water bills
Morris said district staff
are addressing billing
issues stemming from hun-
dreds of improper meter
readings over the last year.
Part of the solution
involves correcting the
faulty communication
between new billing soft-
ware and outdated water
meters by using actual

water usage figures.
However, the corrections
have meant some “unfor-
tunate sticker shock” for
some customers, she said.
In those cases, custom-

Rancho Murieta Community Services District President Tim

Maybee, right, thanks general counsel Andrew Ramos for his
service to the district. Ramos resigned from his law firm to
work at the Yuba Water Agency. Photos by Gail Bullen

Michael
resigned as the district’s
operations manager, also
was recognized at the
board meeting. The vote
to recognize him wasn’t
unanimous.

Fritschi, who

what led to the problem
and have been given pay-
ment options to spread out
the underbilled amounts,
preventing a dramatic
one-time increase to their
monthly bills.

In other business

* The board presented
longevity awards to Mario
Moreno, who has worked
in the utilities department
for 10 years, and to Rick
Diaz, who has worked as a
gate officer for 30 years.

» Morris reported that the

part-time gate officers, who
both live in the community.

Recruitment also will
begin soon for a fourth
patrol position and to
replace a utility worker
who resigned to take a
position with his former
employer.

* She also reported that
the Sacramento County
Sheriff’s Office is resum-
ing its VIPS program
(Volunteers in Partnership
with the Sheriff) in Rancho
Murieta, which was dis-
continued during the
pandemic.

The Sheriff’s service
center, which will be
housed inside the district’s
main office, was expected
to open in several weeks.

* Morris reported that
staff is continuing to do
the clean-up required for
the past due audits for
2021/2022 and 2022/23
and upcoming audit for
2023/24.

The estimates to present
the completed audits will
be at the board meetings
in October, January and

However, that wasn’t

him. “It’s truly a loss

during the recruitment

ers have been advised

district has hired two new

April. *

TIM MAYBEE

EEE——————

Rancho Murieta Community Services
District (CSD) Board President Tim Maybee
explains that approval of a new Integrated
Water Master Plan will likely be months
away. Photos by Gail Bullen

Jim Farrell was one of four audience members
raising issues about assumptions in the new
water study.

Months Delay for OK of Water Plan

Continued from page 1
buildout.

The consultants recommend augment-
ing the water supply by using Clementia
for drinking water and digging emergency
wells. They also assume the golf courses
could be irrigated with river water, and
that more recycled water will be available
at buildout.

Although not in their recommendations,
water conservation measures could also
be implemented — 30% in normal condi-
tions and 50% in extreme drought, A 30%
cutback in an average year would be the
least expensive way the community could
meet a state requirement for a backup
water supply without using Clementia or
groundwater wells.

Before and during the town hall, com-
munity critics, primarily John Merchant
and Janis Eckard, argued that assumptions
used in the water study are unfeasible
or incorrect. They based their claims on
extensive research.

Maddaus, one of the engineers,
defended their work at the town hall. “I
am not here to put fraudulent numbers
together for you. Neither is Dan or his
team,” she said. “We are all engineers and
professionals.”

Meeting discussion
The water study was a recurring topic
at the June 5 board meeting with com-
ments from the board president, General
Manager Mimi Morris, Director Stephen
Booth, who facilitated the town hall, and

four audience members.

Maybee said he wanted to make it clear
“that decisions (about the water study)
are not going to be made in the next days,
weeks or months. We have numerous
items to work through.”

Nor will the board make any final deci-
sion until after the new district counsel
and a new operations manager are fully
briefed, Mayee said.

On the other hand, Maybee said he felt
“very positive” that a final report would be
completed by the end of the calendar year.

During her general manager’s report,
Morris described the information pro-
vided by the consultants as sobering. “The
message given was that doing nothing is
not an option, regardless of whether future
development occurs,” she said.

Morris also told the board that her
written report included answers to ques-
tions about the water study submitted by
the public before May 14. The informa-
tion was also provided as a handout at the
town hall meeting and posted on the dis-
trict’s website.

Regarding questions submitted at the
town hall, they will be answered by the
end of June, Morris said.

Booth, who facilitated the town hall,
read a prepared statement about the meet-
ing which included this observation:
“Speakers questioned some of the data
used by the consultants and there was
a strong sentiment expressed that there
should be a halt to future development.”

Booth also referred to several

obstreperous audience members in his
report, noting that “The audience was
quick to respond to my requests for deco-
rum and respect for all the speakers.”

During audience comments, resident
Carol Prinzo expressed deep concern that
only two board members attended the
town hall, describing it as a “clear dere-
liction of duty.” Maybee responded, that
with input from legal counsel, the board
decided earlier this year that a town hall
format would be the “cleanest” way to get
feedback from the community about the
water study versus holding a board meet-
ing with its legal requirements.

“All the information came to the board,”
Maybee assured Prinzo. “I think it (the
format) worked pretty well.”

As they did at the town hall, audience
members Eckard and Merchant ques-
tioned the water study assumptions.
Eckhard said the data being used for
future recycled water use was “mathemat-
ically impossible.”

Merchant concluded his comments by
saying: “Everything in there is an excuse
for the fact we don’t have enough storage
and can’t build another reservoir.”

Audience member Jim Farrell, who
described himself as a planner, also com-
mented. “I really like where you are at
right now,” Farrell told the board. “But
you’ve got to call a stop action and resolve
these issues around assumptions and data
and money.”

The board’s next regular meeting will
be on July 17. *
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The Most Popular Veterans Benefits Don’t Expire

By Dr. Paul Lawrence

While some people may
think that the veterans
benefits they have earned
from military service could
evaporate or disappear, this
is inaccurate. The most
popular veteran benefits
have no expiration date.
You can apply at any point
and are not time-bound.

The three most popu-
lar veterans’ benefits are
disability compensation,
home loan guaranty and
education/G.I. Bill.

For these benefits, there
are important dates to
remember. If you miss
those dates, you may be
inconvenienced but these
benefits are still available,
providing you qualify.

Disability compensa-
tion is a tax-free monthly
payment based on an
injury or disability that
occurred during service.
A veteran completes an

application, referred to as a
claim. Accompanying this
claim is information about
their service and medical
conditions.

The Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) eval-
uates the claim and grants
or denies benefits.

A disability compensa-
tion claim can be filed as
early as 180 days prior to
completion of active duty
and throughout the remain-
der of a veteran’s life. In
short, there is no expi-
ration date for disability
compensation.

Many veterans file multi-
ple claims throughout their
lives as new conditions
are identified or previ-
ously identified conditions
worsen. This is called
a claim for an increase.
There is no limit on how
often this can be done.

There are two import-
ant dates to keep in mind
relative to disability

Paul Lawrence served at
the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs from 2018 to
2021. Photo courtesy of Paul
Lawrence

compensation. The first
concerns the Intent to
File. In advance of actu-
ally applying for disability
compensation, you can
complete an Intent to File
form. This tells the VA
that you will file in the
next year and preserves
the effective day (i.e., the
date on which benefits will
begin).

For example, a veteran
completes an Intent to File
form establishing Feb. 1,
2024, as his/her effective
date.

After collecting all the
needed information and
forms, benefits are granted
on Dec. 1, 2024. The first
payment would include
a retroactive payment
reflecting the intent to file
date of Feb. 1.

You can get assistance
with your VA claim for no
cost from an accredited
representative such as your
county veterans service
officer or an accredited
veteran’s service organiza-
tion, such as the American
Legion, Disabled American
Veterans or the VFW.

Home Loan Guaranty
allows veterans to purchase
a home with no money
down.

This is a tremendous
advantage over our civil-
ian counterparts, who must

save for a down payment
prior to purchasing a home.
Subject to restrictions, this
can even be used to pur-
chase a mobile home or
farm residence.

There is no time restric-
tion on this benefit. It can
be used repeatedly by vet-
erans as they move and
purchase new homes.

Education/G.I. Bill ben-
efits are significant for
veterans. Serve for three
years and you can earn
four years of free college.

It can also be used
for high-tech apprentice-
ships, advanced Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Math training, and cre-
dentials and certificates.

In 2017, a new law, often
known as the Forever G.I.
Bill, was introduced. If
your service ended on or
after Jan. 1, 2013, this ben-
efit will never expire.

If your service ended
prior to Jan. 1, 2013, you

still could qualify for the
Post 9/11 G.I. Bill or the
Montgomery G.I. Bill for
active duty or reservists.
Each of these has an expi-
ration date, so check those
dates carefully at VA.gov.

Veterans’ benefits are
an important part of the
rewards for military ser-
vice and you can apply at
VA.gov. The best time to
learn about your benefits
is well before applying for
them.

But remember, it’s never
too late to start and some
of the most popular veter-
ans benefits never expire.

Paul R. Lawrence,
Ph.D., served as Under
Secretary for Benefits at
the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs from May
2018 to January 2021. He
is the author of “Veterans
Benefits for You: Get what
You Deserve,” published in
2023. *

County's 2024-25 Recommended Budget Approved

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
County Board of
Supervisors voted unan-
imously on June 5 to
approve the $8.8 billion
Recommended Budget for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2024-25.
The $8.8 billion spend-
ing plan consists of $3.5
billion in Enterprise and
Special Revenue Fund
appropriations (utility
rates, fees and other dedi-
cated revenue), $3.8 billion
in General Fund appro-
priations (funded with
$990 million in discre-
tionary resources, $1.5
billion in reimbursements
from restricted funds, and
the remaining $1.3 billion
in Federal, State and fee

revenue dedicated to spe-
cific purposes), and $1.5
billion in Restricted Funds.

The Recommended
Budget recognized new or
enhanced areas of growth,
including:

Health Services
increased by $28.4 mil-
lion for increased acute
psychiatric inpatient costs,
Behavioral Health

Bridge Housing fund-
ing, increased capacity
and services at Permanent
Supportive Housing units,
and behavioral health
services at the Youth
Detention Facility.

Child, Family and Adult
Services increased by
$5.7 million ($4.5 mil-
lion Net County Cost) for
Child Protective Services
welcome and assessment
center services and family

resource center court-man-
dated parenting workshops.
Human Assistance
increased by $4.2 mil-
lion ($100,000 Net County
Cost) for childcare pay-
ments for CalWORKs
participants and funding
for a position in the County
Veterans Services Office.
The sheriff increased
by $3.9 million ($1.2 mil-
lion Net County Cost) for
a mobile command vehi-
cle, required software
expenditures and required
body-worn camera licenses
and equipment.
Correctional Health
Services increased by
$3.4 million ($300,000
Net County Cost) for
a Medication Assisted
Treatment Program, addi-
tional pharmacy positions
(both of which support the

County’s obligations under
the Mays Consent Decree
Remedial Plan) and a new
electronic health record
system.

Community develop-
ment increased by $1.2
million ($1 million Net
County Cost) to support
the Infill Acceleration
Program, the Climate
Action Plan and two
Planning Technician
positions.

Homeless Services and
Housing increased by
$1 million (before reim-
bursements) to fund beds
at a planned Safe Stay
Community and three new
positions and services sup-
porting administration for
the department.

This year’s reductions
totaled $6 million, which
will result in the deletion

of 31 vacant full-time
equivalent (FTE) positions
as well as other budget
reductions across several
departments. No filled
positions were recom-
mended for deletion.

The Recommended
Budget’s most significant
reductions include:

Health Services reduced
by $2.2 million including
consulting contracts, oper-
ational supplies and the
deletion of 14 vacant FTE
positions.

Child, Family and Adult
Services reduced by $1.8
million, including the dele-
tion of 16 vacant FTE
positions.

In addition to staff rec-
ommendations, the Board
added two full-time
equivalent positions: a
criminal attorney in the

District Attorney’s office
and a criminal attorney
in the Public Defender’s
Office. The funding for
those two positions will
come out of the appro-
priation for contingency,
reducing that appropria-
tion from $15.1 million to
$14.5 million.

The Board also sup-
ported a three-year funding
commitment to the Black
Child Legacy Campaign in
future budget recommen-
dations through Fiscal Year
2026-27.

By the Numbers:

Total Budget: $8.8 billion
General Fund: $3.8 billion
Enterprise and Special
Revenue: $3.5 billion

Restricted Funds: $1.5
billion

Number of Employees:
13,646 *

Water Tank Capacity Emerges as Another Development Issue

Continued from page 1

The district is required to supply potable
water to the Residences, the Retreats and
Riverview because Sacramento County
approved all three subdivisions more than
20 years ago. However, the Rancho North
subdivision is still in the process of win-
ning county approval.

The Improvements Committee com-
prises two board directors: Martin Pohll
and Randy Jenco, both engineers; Interim
Operations Director Travis Bohannon,
General Manager Mimi Morris and other
district staff. The committee looks at
infrastructure issues in depth and makes
recommendations to the entire board.

Committee discussion

Domenichelli attended the commit-
tee meeting after district staff asked
him a week earlier to formulate stan-
dards and specifics to size water storage
tanks for future development. When
Jenco asked him if he were starting from
scratch, Domenichelli confirmed that he
essentially was, as the last direction on
designing and planning for storage came
in the community’s master plan in the
1980s and included the Rio Oso and Van
Vleck Tanks.

The pressurized Rio Oso Tank, which
holds 1.2 million gallons, serves homes
north of the second Guadalupe Drive. It
also has been designated as the water tank
for the Residences and for the 116-lot
Village H in the proposed Rancho North
subdivision. The 3-million-gallon Van
Vleck Tank uses a gravity system to serve
the remainder of the community.

Domenichelli said he raised concerns
about Rio Oso Tank capacity when asked
to comment as the Residences developers
submitted their plans to the district. When
Pohll asked if the developers had provided
an analysis, the engineer said not in detail.
“We understand that is going to be difficult
for them to take on,” Domenichelli said.

Domenichelli also learned from
Bohannon that the Rio Oso Tank’s water
levels have dropped rapidly on hot days.
The engineer said he hasn’t heard any con-
cerns about the Van Vleck Tank emptying
quickly.

Domenichelli had hoped that Adkins
Engineering, which is currently

Although trucks providing dust control at the Residences East and West subdivision use
potable water, the effects on the water tanks are minimal. Photos by Gail Bullen

developing the Integrated Water Master
Plan along with Maddaus Engineering,
would provide more specific information
about storage in the water tanks.

“They’ve made it clear that it’s not their
scope (of work), and the district should
take care of that,” Domenichelli said.
“That’s why we are here to try to do that
as quickly as possible and to make it as
accurate as possible.”

On the other hand, the Adkins hydrau-
lic model of the entire water system has
been very helpful in calculations so far,
Domenichelli said.

According to the engineer, three factors
are considered when sizing a water tank.
First is the amount of water needed to
operate on average and hot days. Second
is the fire flow requirement, which is
specified by California fire codes. Third
is emergency storage, which is less than
definable and depends on the comfort
level of the agency.

“Do we want three days of average flow
because the water treatment plant goes
down or do we want one day?” he said.

Pohll asked where a new tank would be
built if additional storage were needed.
Bohannon responded that the Rio Oso
site isn’t big enough to upsize the tank.
Domenichelli added that location should
be fairly high in elevation and mentioned
some vacant areas north of Stonehouse
Park.

The engineer said he could determine in
a few weeks whether the 68 lots in Unit
One would need a new tank. However, if
one was needed, where it would go, how

Joe Domenichelli, the district’s contract
engineer, says the community requires well-
thought-out standards to size water tanks for
future development.

it would be funded and the actual design
would take him much longer.

Jenco asked Domenichelli if he would
be able to tell them “whether the exist-
ing system has enough capacity to support
another X number of homes being built.”

The engineer said that is what he aims
to do although “that’s something we can’t
do today, so I would like it to be a priority
for our company to jump on that.”

Because the $42,237 cost of
Domenichelli’s proposal would require
board approval, Jenco and Pohll asked
Morris if she could schedule a spe-
cial board meeting sooner than the next
scheduled meeting on July 17 to avoid a
six-week lag.

When the River Valley Times checked
on June 17 to see whether that special
board meeting had been scheduled, Morris
said it had not because she “was trying to
leverage other work to reduce the work
effort required of Domenichelli. ... My
thought is some work on this has already
occurred.”

Mike Robertson, with Baker and
Williams Engineering, is the engineer for
the Residences and the proposed Rancho
North subdivision. Robertson told the
committee that Residences Unit 1 was
unique because it is located within the
zones for both water tanks, although it was
determined the project should get its water
from the Rio Oso Tank.

Robertson also reminded Domenichelli
that their plan adds valving in Unit 1 so
it also can be connected to the Van Vleck
Tank, saying, “We’ve always got to look
for redundancy when designing systems.”

Domenichelli observed that the abil-
ity to switch to the Van Vleck tank should
make Bohannon a lot happier on hot days.
Bohannon agreed.

Keil came to the podium next and asked
how much land would be needed for a new
water tank. Bohannon and Domenichelli
estimated at least half an acre. “It’s only
$5 million an acre, but we’ll find some,”
the developer responded.

He also pointed out that homes in the
Residences will use less water than exist-
ing homes because of the landscaping
standards that prohibit grass.

Keil also said he wanted to go on record
that dirt is already being moved in the sub-
division. He said water services could be
needed for already sold lots in Unit 1 as
soon as November, and in Unit 2 a year
later. Not having water would be cata-
strophic, given they would have to pay
millions if they don’t provide water by a
certain date. Keil emphasized the need for
urgency.

Jenco responded that they understood.
“You’ve heard the conversation, and we
are trying to figure it out as quickly as we
can,” he said.

In other business, the committee dis-
cussed a proposal for a drainage ditch
from the Riverview subdivision to the
Cosumnes River. Reynan & Bardis will
pay the estimated cost of $80,000. *
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Church Sponsors Fireworks Sale

Buy your fireworks at Bel Air Plaza
from Friday, June 28, to Wednesday,
July 3 and support the Rancho Murieta
Community Church's Day by Day Youth
Program and Elk Grove Young Life as
they fundraise for school year programs
and camp scholarships.

Want to help the cause? Two-hour vol-
unteer signups are at rmchurch.org/
events.

Residents Urged to Secure
July 4 Guest Passes

The Rancho Murieta Association is
advising residents to secure July 4 guest
passes now and to deliver them to their
guests in advance.

All guests must have a pass or be on a
resident’s guest list to get inside the gates.
However, Rancho Murieta Association
recommends guests on a list also be given
passes.

Residents can pick up at the passes at
the Rancho Murieta Association Building
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Each lot is entitled to five free passes,
with additional passes available for $5
each.

For questions, call Rancho Muricta
Association at 916-354-3900.

Kiwanis Slates July 4
Pancake Breakfast
The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta’s
annual Fourth of July Pancake Breakfast
will be on Thursday, July 4 at Stonehouse
Park. Breakfast, including pancakes, eggs,
sausage, juice, water, coffee and tea, will

Courtesy photo

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Photo by Gail Bullen

Grass Fire Above Lake Clementia Extinguished

An accidental fire burned 1.7 acres on the hill overlooking Lake Clementia at about 2 p.m., June 25. In the left photo, flames
spread through the grass. In the above photo, firefighters finish mopping up. The fire began after a Rancho Murieta Association
employee mowed the grass at the edge of the parking lot, maintenance manager Troy Schaffner said. After relocating to another
area, the employee noticed the smoke and hurried back. He emptied his water supply and extinguisher and then hopped on his
tractor to mow a fire break around the perimeter. Firefighters from CAL FIRE, Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District and Wilton
Fire Protection Fire District extinguished the fire.

be served that day from 7 to 9:30 a.m.
Adult ticket price is $6 and children ages
5 and under are free. Tickets purchased at
the event will be $9.

Tickets can be purchased in advance
at the Rancho Murieta Association office
from June 17 through July 3. Rancho
Murieta Association hours are from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Cash
or checks only are accepted by Rancho
Murieta Association.

Tickets will also be sold at the Local
Bean from 9 a.m. to | p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, June 29 and 30. Cash, checks and
credit cards payments will be accepted. Or
you can purchase tickets at the website at
www.rmkiwanis.org now through July 3 at
9 p.m. Like the Facebook page “Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Murieta” for more real
time updates.

Thank you for your support of the
Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta.

Fun Run Slated July 4 in RM

The 44th annual Fourth of July Fun Run
is open to all runners, joggers, dog walk-
ers and stroller pushers. The course is a
little under three miles. There is a shorter
course for walkers. Erin Baily of Murieta
Health Club is again the sponsor.

The adult race starts at 7:30 a.m. at
the Gazebo on the north. There is also a
kids’ run (10 and under) that starts at 8:15
a.m. at the park across from the Gazebo.
Any questions, call John McNamee at
916-206-3246.

Murieta Sidewalk Shoppe
Slated July 6

Featuring the work of many artisans and

delectable produce, the Murieta Sidewalk
Shoppe will unfold at the Murieta Plaza
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, July 6
at the Murieta Plaza. More information is
available on Facebook and Instagram @
murietasidewalkshoppe.

RM Blood Drive Slated July 15

The Rancho Murieta Women's Club has
slated its next blood drive on Monday,
July 15 from noon to 6 p.m. at the Rancho
Murieta Community Church, 14670
Cantova Way, Rancho Murieta.

Appointments to donate can be made
online at donors.vitalant.org by using
blood drive code SMFMO53 or by calling
Vitalant at 877-258-4825. Walk-ins will be
accommodated if space permits.

Donors will be entered into a drawing
for a $50 gift card for Yogurt Pop that was
donated by Carole Thames of Town &
Country Real Estate.

All donors will receive a 10% off cou-
pon at Yogurt Pop. Eat well and drink
plenty of water prior to donating and bring
a photo ID.

If you have eligibility questions, call
Vitalant at 877-258-4825 or Vitalant.org.

Gold Rush Classic Tournament
Set for Aug. 22-23

We are thrilled to announce and would
be excited to have you participate in the
2024 Gold Rush Classic on Thursday and
Friday, Aug. 22 and 23, at the Rancho
Murieta Country Club.

The Gold Rush Classic is a celebrity
Pro-Am Golf Tournament, a Celebrity
Challenge, a Million Dollar Hole-in-
One contest, a Celebrity Draft Party, a

Farm-to-Fork Dinner, and a guitars and
Guitars concert featuring great live music.

The Gold Rush Classic raises phil-
anthropic proceeds for Make-A-Wish,
Jordan’s Guardian Angels, Ist Tee of
Sacramento, Rancho Murieta Youth
Programs, and other key children’s char-
ities in Sacramento and beyond.

More information is available at https//
birdease.com/Goldrushclassic.

Rancho Murieta Community
Church Slates Bible School

The Rancho Murieta Community
Church will present Vacation Bible School
between July 22 and 26 for kids ages 2
through sixth-grade. Registration opened
June 1.

This event always sells out so reg-
ister early. The cost is $25 per child.
Scholarships are available.

Information and registration are at
rmchurch.org/events.

Rancho Murieta Community
Church Sponsors Youth Group

Is your child an incoming seventh- to
12th-grader? Bring them to Youth Group
at the Rancho Murieta Community Church
on Wednesday nights.

Incoming seventh- to eighth-graders
meet from 6 to 7:30 p.m., incoming ninth-
to 12th-graders meet from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
at the church. There are games, hang out
groups and great conversation.

Check out the website at rmchurch.org
for dates when the church members will
be away at camp or offsite. *
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Entertainment, Theatre & Culture

for Rancho Murieta

July 6, 2024

Gates Open 7:00pm
Lake Clementia

Saturday

8:30pm

THANK YOU
to our Title Sponsor

Members $25.00
Non-Members $35.00

CHILDREN 6 & UNDER FREE
$5.00 surcharge at the gate, so buy your tickets early!

ETC Members/Sponsors enjoy priority blanket setting
from 8:00 AM —10:00 AM. General admission blanket
setting from 10:00 AM — 12:00 Noon.

Closed 12:00 Noon — 7:00 PM. Gates open at 7:00 PM.
Come early to avoid long lines. Concert starts promptly
at 8:30. No Refunds — No Exchanges.

Events open to Rancho Murieta residents, real property
owners and their guests, ETC sponsors and Rancho
Murieta business owners. Tickets available at Ace
Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Note: Discounted tickets for ETC Members are only
available at Ace Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Membership Info: Sue Delmore 916-837-9715

For the safety of the children
and ALL concert attendees:
CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED &
SUPERVISED BY AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.

No running or racing around the grounds,
blankets, or dance floor.

& VY

Rancho Murieta

L HOMES & LAND, INC.
KAREN HOBERG

Keeping the Arts Alive in
Our Community!

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Visit us at ETC-RM.org - Like US! @
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BY NORRIS BURKES

In the years I served as a hospital chap-
lain, I was often asked, “Why don't you
use your position to tell people about
Jesus?”

The question is much like the one I'm
still asked as a syndicated columnist:
“Why don't you use your writing to tell
people about Jesus?”

The first question assumes that chap-
lains represent Christianity and should use
their position to surreptitiously evangelize
patients.

The second question assumes that a
Christian who writes a spiritual column
for secular newspapers should use his
writings to espouse Christian teachings.

But neither assumption is true.

That’s because hospital chaplains, like
spiritual columnists, don’t “represent” a
single belief.

Chaplains don’t wear the hat of a pastor,
rabbi or even a guru. That’s because once
you’re inside a hospital, it doesn’t matter

Sharing Your Faith
by Listening to Others

What matters to the chaplain is who you
are.

In the hospital, like in this column, I try
to help people get in touch with the spiri-
tual component in their lives. I affirm the
personal beliefs of the patient because
when people are sick or dying, they tend
to look toward their own healing rituals
for comfort.

And while I believe that Jesus is my
friend — and even theirs — I don’t
believe patients should hear that procla-
mation from a stranger.

While serving as a hospital chap-
lain, who happens to be a Christian, I did
some unorthodox things at the request of
patients that might make some Christians
uncomfortable.

For instance, I’ve taped crystals to their
wrists, turned their bed eastward, read
the Bible, read the Koran, spread a heal-
ing blanket on their bed and placed garlic
under their bed. I’ve collected bones to be
burned and placentas to be buried.

I did these things because those patients
deserved my respect, not because I per-
sonally share their beliefs.

When I’ve shown proper respect for
people’s beliefs, I was sometimes honored

with questions about my beliefs.

On one such occasion, I met a cancer
patient who told me that he wasn’t even
sure he believed in God.

“That’s fine,” I joked. “I’m in customer
service, not sales.”

He liked that retort, and we established
a common ground for our visits over the
next several weeks.

One day, in the grips of his illness, he
fired multiple spiritual questions, which I
answered in rapid succession.

Yes, there is a God; yes, God is loving;
yes, God wants an up-close relationship
with you.

He then asked how he could talk to God.

“Talking to God is just like talking to
me,” | said. “Just say what you feel.”

He wondered aloud if God would con-
sider him a hypocrite for waiting until his
dying days to pray.

It was then he asked me to do something
I’ve never done before or since. “Say the
words for me.”

Like I said, I’ve done some fairly
unorthodox things, but nobody had ever
asked me to lip-sync their prayers — very
unorthodox.

“OK,” I agreed, “but if I pray something

you don’t agree with, squeeze my hand to
indicate you want a do-over.”

As he reached for my hand, I told God
that my friend wanted to know him. I told
God that the man sought forgiveness and
wholeness and was asking for God to be
present in his life.

It was a prayer I will never forget. It was
a prayer that never would have happened
if it hadn’t started with respect.

Is there someone you want to share your
faith with? If so, ask yourself how that
sharing might look if it starts with respect.
Dare to hear their story before blurting
into yours.

The result will, I hope, surprise you.

**k*k
Readers: I'm in Honduras this week fin-

ishing the 86th library for Chispa Project.
Currently, the library is just over half

funded. Please consider helping by giving

online at Chispaproject.org/chaplain or
make check to “Chispa Project.”

Send to 10556 Combie Rd. Suite 6643
Auburn, CA 95602. Email comment@
thechaplain.net or message at (843) 608-
9715. Read more at www.thechaplain.net

*

what you are.

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE  GUTTER CLEANING

When veterinary care is un-
available or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® fleaftick,
mane dandruff, and allergy
control at Tractor Supply®
(www.happyjackinc.com)
(Cal-SCAN)

Announcements

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

California Commercial Agri-
culture Auction! 19.5 Acres,
222,000sf Nursery Facility.
buy650buenavistadrive.com

Blackwell Auction & Real-
ty Visit website for terms and
conditions 10% Buyer’s Premi-
um Bond #108038589 (ca-scan)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get your deduction ahead of
the year-end! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous year-
end tax credit. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

Classic Cars

Classic Auto Swap
Meet & Car Show
Sunday July 7th
Stockton Fairgrounds

Turn those parts into Cash
100s of sellers 1000s of
customers IG
Sjvautoswapmeets info line
209-513-8651

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
«All Finishes *Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
*Slabse RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

«Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
eIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email Elverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

Elder Care

GoGo. Live and age your
way. Get help with rides,
groceries, meals and more.
Memberships start as low
as $1 per day. Available 24/7
nationwide. BBB Rated A+
Business. Call GoGo to get
started. 1-855-476-0033  (ca-

SCAN)

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

7~ )
MPG

MOVING/GARAGE SALE-
Priced to go!! furniture, 1920
sheet music, novelty items,
ephemera, Native American
items, Books, Art Deco, 1909

roll top desk (cheap), free
stuff, 2723 Olive Court, West
Sac. July 13—9-1pm

GALT YARD SALE
Estate Sale
Saturday 6/29
8AM-2PM
602 G St., Galt
Furniture, electronics,
tools, housewares,
camping equip., etc!

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

Help Wanted

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to
monitor investment activities,
ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and
client guidelines. High School
Diploma, two years job related
experience and Computer
Skills, Proficient with MS Office
required. Salary $54,059 per
year. To apply, email resume
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

Accountant - Bossen West,
Inc. has opening for Accoun-
tantin EIk Grove, CA. Salary:
$57,658.00 - $70,000.00/yr.
Email resume to hr@bossen-
food.com.

Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical sPlumbing
<Fencing <Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board «Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
-Lighting «Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318
(916)287-6164

nocal

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In:

e Oil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

e Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
® Brakes

e Wheel Alignment

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

A

Elk Grove Blvd

\

Elk Groye Blvd - Florin Rd

® Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
* Brake &
Lamp Station

Beautiful Waterproof Vinyl & ROOfmg

Laminate Flooring Installa-
tion. All Materials In Stock! 36
Years Experience! License
#1023377. Call Josip for Free
Estimate! (916) 215-7558

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (cai-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.

Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)
Visit:
mpg8.com

Jobs

Hardworking, tender-hearted,
Christian woman available for
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-861-0256

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services
Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

MS Hauling
+«Junk Removal
sGarage Cleanouts
*Yard Debris
*E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services' power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

e ROOF REPAIR

e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

Se Habla
Espanol

CELL 209.810.6233

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR
- OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
-DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

ROOFING & GUTTERS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Tractor Work

Michael- 916-747-9667

*Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work *Driveways *Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail +Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes «Trenching elrrigation
<Drainage <Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

A

Interior / Exterior

P ERBTERER
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

9216-257-9609

Banded & hisured LiGKB53045

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generafions of Quality Painters
#908019
) We accept Visa & |

VISA|  Mastercard =

Advertise in your
local
community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.L.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Eree Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

()
@ Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Call'(916)/773-1111 to advertise with us today!
Messenger Publishing: Group
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CALL-A-PRO

DEB BRITTAN TEAM

u e ymuf dreams
"/ [/ IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

ymf :Iz(ul/m:( f/m ad

(916)

932.6693;

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

" RANCHO
MURIETA
RESIDENTI

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month

2.2 X

Minimum deposit $10,000

2-year

48

Minimum deposit  $10,000

1-year

3 Z

Minimum deposit  $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet 06/01/2023.5sjtor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALLRIGHTS RESERVED

munielc
, clud
“Fun, /[m'em@ and mfeﬁ'iom/' '

Erin Howard « 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 » Murieta Plaza

RiverVALLEY TIMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

Itis the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. Itis understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud

mre W

bers of these paper associations.

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your
Insurance
Needs

FARMERS

INSURANCE

. License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333
JAREALTY WORLD®

CWInc.
RMHomesForSale.com

Lic# 01365643

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

TOWNz2r COUNTRY

916-214-1515

7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
(in The B?| Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC
Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999
Expanding from
Lodi to
Rancho Murieta

e Investment M anagement
e Tax Preparation

e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

« 38 Years Experience

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f' Electric « Hot Water  Pool Heating
& (916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

= A
SR
~

LC# 550110

jack@aztecsolar.com ®* www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

=L & (916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

* Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops * Hardwood Flooring

» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

* Paint « Plumbing ¢ Electrical

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 916 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 214319

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll!
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

A Dnvunance /%&{Z'ﬂ gd%? Uhitten Lefetime

3 Teze.
Claime Weleome =~ S D ESSIONS ey

685-5078

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove ~—

www.autobodyexpressions.com

25 Years Experience
RAMER CON: CIEI;Z '1"1’5”5”;

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561¢
WwwWw.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

e Independent Living ® Respite

e In Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

Over 25
VEELS
—_experience

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

i e
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

TREE TECH
ERVICES'

Serving the Green Industry

DICK’S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Seuce 1956
363-6554

New & Repaired

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

BRIAN OLSON

License #982398

@ 916-912-0293
© info@olsonswoodworx.com
[=] @ olsonswoodworx.com

CUSTOM CABINETS CRAFTED
JUST FOR YOU!

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Mr. *-ﬁ"“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional ¢ Safe « Reliable « Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal : 914
California Home Loans 417-2001

RM resident over 20 years! ' wwis 1070092

Grow your business in our

CALL-A-PRO
Guide!
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by Gail Bullen

Audience members closest to the dance floor seem to prefer watching over dancing. Photos

Girl Power Engulfs Clementia Amphitheater

Continued from page 1

instrumentals from the
three musicians, “Lucky
Star,” “Naughty Girl” and
“What Have You Done for

Me Lately.”
Spurred on by the
emcee, the crowd

demanded an encore. The
group responded with five
songs, three of which were
a medley.

The “Divas” also came
back on stage afterward to
pose for pictures.

When interviewed, Skye
Isaac, Noelle, and Jenny
Kidd shared their enthusi-
asm about performing in
Rancho Murieta.

“From the very begin-
ning, the energy was
electric,” Isaac said. “And
it was all ages and families
too.”

“We would love to come
back,” Kidd added.

Attendees, including
Shayla Lee, were equally
enthusiastic.

“Dancing with the Divas
was a great way to get this
summer season kicked
off,” Lee said. “One of our
favorite things about the
community is the summer
concerts.”

The “Divas”

Shannon Chavez
watched as her daughter,
Ariana, and her friends
in the sea of girls rushed
up to be photographed
with the singers after the
performance.

“They had a great time
enjoying the music and
danced the night away,”
Chavez said.

Before the performance
began, Rosetta intro-
duced the other ETC board
members who had gath-
ered on the stage: Vickie
Joyner, Sherrie Evpak,
Ruth Lecheler-Moore,
Brenda Allen-Booth, Kim
Brown, Sue Delmore,

Paul Fite, John Friedrich,

begin their encore with an emotional
performance of “Hold On.”

Joelle Maggio, JP Petersen,
Debbie Pishek, Stephanie
Stanislaus, and JT Turner,
who also serves as the
emcee.

Turner took a few min-
utes to acknowledge
ETC sponsors, including
Rancho Murieta Homes &
Land and Karen Hoberg,
who is the title sponsor.

Rosetta said about 800
people attended the con-
cert. which was a typical
audience size before the
pandemic.

“June can be tough with
graduations, and it was
Father’s Day weekend
also,” she said.

Rosetta said tickets are

Are You

of their spouse.

Single Again?

SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to
helping people put their lives back together
again after divorce, separation or the loss

Finding yourself single after years of being
in a relationship can add a different kind
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many
sources to help you put all the pieces together so
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When
you first visit the website, be sure to make us
one of your favorites. We publish many articles
to help you along your new journey.

* Travel

* Dating & Relationships
* Counseling & Advice

* Money & Finances

* Health

* Fashion & Beauty

* Consumer News

* Food & Recipes

* Lifestyle
* Parenting

Visit SingleAgain.com today,
get back out there and have
some fun!

SingleAgain.com

Noelle asks the audience to applaud the group’s musicians, who not only backed up the
singers but also performed three instrumental numbers.

Following their performance, singers Skye Issac, Noelle and

Jenny Kidd pose for pictures with their young fans, including
Ariana Chavez, left, and Quinn McWayne

selling quickly for the the
Cripple Creek Band per-
formance on July 6. “That
one likely will be a sell-
out as it’s the Fourth of

a large private group of
120 coming and Cripple
Creek has a big follow-
ing of fans,” she said. “It
will be a great show and

Jenny Kidd interacts with
some of the young fans.

flyover by the Miss
America plane.”

Tickets for future con-
certs can be purchased
at Ace Hardware in the

we will have the traditional

focrc

Helping Business Succeed

July weekend and we have Murieta Plaza. *

Business Environmental Resource Center

HELPING
BUSINESSES
SUCCEED

FREE and
non-regulatory
BUSINESS
ASSISTANCE

Our Services

2\

OPEN BERC can provide
assistance in the following

How to start or expand regulatory areas:

a business Air quality

Sacramento County Liquid waste

permit navigation Hazardous materials and
waste
Medical waste

Food safety/sanitation
Solid waste and recycling
Storm water

Building permits

Plus much more!

Assist in navigating
various laws and
regulations
One-on-one business
site visits and
consultations

W

Ombudsman services
Best management
practice
implementation
Resources for business
development
Multi-agency
coordination

"We consider BERC a critical
member of our team. BERC
demystifes the industrial
permitting process in a business
supportive manner”
-Senior VP, Sacramento Area
business

Business Environmental Resource Center
700 H Street #6750 Sacramento CA 95814
www.sacberc.saccounty.gov

SACRAMENTO
- C OdUERT Y
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Competition, Weather Hot

at Two-Day Handicap Tourney

By Nancy Clevenger

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho
Murieta Country Club’s (RMCC)
Women’s Golf Club recently held The
Handicap Tournament, one of its major
tournaments of the year. This tourna-
ment is played on both the north and south
courses of RMCC over a two-day period.
The competition was based on the ladies’
individual net strokes, using 95% of each
player’s handicap. Thirty-four Women’s
Golf Club ladies competed, playing in
either of two flights: Bronze/Platinum tees
or Platinum tees.

The competition was hot, in both the
weather of over 100 degrees on both days,
and in scores. It was a tight race that was
decided on the final day of competition.
The superb course conditions allowed
for best play from all golfers finishing in
a tight race for the Handicap Tournament
Championship. Spectators kept their eyes
on the leaderboard through the last hole
played.

The final score took it to a scorecard
playoff between Lyniel Takahashi and
Alison Gomez, both boasting the best net
score total of 138 strokes for the two days
of play. In the end, Takahashi walked away
with the title of overall Women’s Golf
Club Handicap Tournament Champion.

In addition to the overall champion,
there were payouts of three places in the
Bronze/Platinum Flight and six places
in the Platinum Flight. Helen Kang took
home first place honors, scoring a net 143
over the two days in the Bronze/Platinum
Flight, and Grace Suk and Lucia Choi
placed second (net 143) and third (net
150), respectively.

In the Platinum Flight, Alice Gomez
walked away with first place honors, fol-
lowed by Pamela O’Hern, second, with
a two-day net of 141 strokes, and Sharon
Croswell, shooting a 146 two-day net for
third. Also walking away with awards in

4THOF.J U ‘y

SALE

SAV

THE

INTEREST

WITH MONTHLY PAYMENTS

FOR ONE YEAR"

Bronze/Platinum Flight champions Helen
Kang and Grace Suk.

the Platinum Flight were Mischel Choi
in fourth place, a two-day net of 148, and
Joanna Graf in fifth with a net of 149. El
Louise Waldron rounded out the field in
sixth place with a two-day net score of
151.

All lady golfers who are members of
RMCC are welcome to join the RMCC
Women’s Golf Club by contacting Captain
Melody Hayes at mkmhayes@aol.com.

Charm and Putt Tournament

Rancho Murieta Country Club (RMCC)
Niners Golf Group recently held its
monthly Charm and Putt tournament on
a sizzling hot day. The ladies played a
great round of golf on spectacular course
conditions.

After the nine holes of friendly compe-
tition, the ladies met for a buffet luncheon
and general meeting, led by Captain
Pamela O’Hern. Tournament Chair Patty
Lilli DuVal announced the winners of the
day’s competition. The golfer finishing
the nine holes with the fewest putts was
Frances Aguilar with only 15 shots sunk
from the green. Playing from the plati-
num tee box and hitting the ball into the
hole for a net 32 was Carol Kenobbi. This
earned Kenobbi the distinction of earning
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2023 winner Judy Leezer, right, passes the Handicap Tournament Champion yard sign to the
2024 Tournament Champion, Lyniel Takahashi. Photos courtesy of Nancy Clevenger

Platinum Flight champions Alison Gomez,
Pamela O’Hern and Sharon Croswell.

the Charm portion of May’s Charm and
Putt competition.

Also announced at the Niners general
meeting was the Most Improved Player for
the month of May. Handicap Chairperson
Barbara Armstrong announced that this
player lowered her handicap index 1.6
points. The lady golfer achieving this
phenomenal goal was Therese Yannuzzi.
Therese currently has a handicap index of
17.1

Any female member of RMCC who
would like to be a member of the social
golf group of the RMCC Niners Golfer
Group can contact Captain Pamela O’Hern
at plohern@sbcglobal.net. *
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Putt winner Frances Agullar left, and Charm
winner Carol Kenobbi.

RMCC Club Pro Brian Little, left, congratulates
Handicap Tournament Champion Lyniel
Takahashi on her first-place finish.

Save on ALL brands, in ALL departments!

Get everything you need to make your dream space for summer! Sale Ends July 7, 2024.

CL %Sbl( HOME

MARTIN

e

651701

HOME

Maf‘ 1”61)000/

F UR N

12125 Folsom Blvd. Rancho Cordova

916-351-0227
Mon - Fri 10am — 6pm
Sat 10am — 6pm ® Sun 11lam — 6pm

1 S H N G S

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)
5th Generation, Naturwood Family

www.naturwood.com

*Since the State of California requires that tax be paid on all retail sales, we reduce the purchase price by an amount equal to the tax on the reduced purchase price except on Special Buys, Mega Clearance, Serta iComfort products. **The Wells
Fargo Furnishings credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. ONE YEAR Special Financing applies to qualifying purchases of $1,500 or more charged with approved credit and 35% down payment. Minimum monthly payments
are required during the promotional ONE YEAR period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the APR for Purchases if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the promotional ONE YEAR period. Paying only
the minimum monthly payment will not pay off the purchase balance before the end of the promotional period. For new accounts, the APR for purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge
will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/06/2024 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offers not available in conjunction with any other promotion, discount, or financing. Offers not available

on previous purchases. Sale ends 7/7/24.

Largest Selection of

* PROUDLY x

MADE wnthHe US A

with U.S. & Imported Materials

Products




