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Soaring Temperatures

Threatened Fireworks Show

A vintage woodie bearing a surfboard is one of many classic cars in the parade. Photos by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Despite
a record-breaking heat wave, the
Fourth of July celebration in Rancho
Murieta seemingly unfolded like it
has for years.

The day began at 7 a.m. with
beaming Kiwanians serving break-
fast and ended just before 10 p.m.
with a spectacular fireworks show.

However, behind the scenes, the
soaring temperatures posed signif-
icant challenges that could have
derailed the grand finale. Only
through the herculean efforts of four
Rancho Murieta Association (RMA)
Maintenance employees could the
fireworks show proceed as planned.

The phrase, "the show must go
on," is an old saying in show busi-
ness but it could easily be the motto

Barred from the gazebo because of the
fireworks problem, Bonnie Kirschman,
Elaine Toni Anania and Sharon
McGowan line dance on the sidewalk in
front of the caution tape and six private
security officers.

for the Rancho Murieta Association
employees after their remarkable
efforts during this year's Fourth of
July celebration.

Rancho Murieta Association
General Manager Rod Hart said
the problem originated with Pyro

Spectaculars, which is responsible
for the fireworks show. This com-
pany has been under contract with
Rancho Murieta Association for
years.

After a company supervisor con-
tacted a labor pool to hire six to eight
technicians to help him prepare for
the Rancho Murieta show, Hart said,
“he couldn’t get one person to work
because of the heat. That’s why we
had our people out there wiring and
testing it afterward.”

Hart said the working conditions
were even more miserable because
the raft from which the fireworks are
launched is covered with a black,
heat-resistant material. That probably
increased the temperature by another
15 degrees.

“So kudos to our maintenance

guys,” Hart said.
Continued on page 11

RM Country Club Updates
Members About Bankruptcy

The Rancho Murieta Country Club Board might be ready to initiate bankruptcy proceedings. File photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Six months after Rancho
Murieta Country Club
members voted over-
whelmingly to authorize
the Board of Directors to
initiate bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, they were

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

notified that the process
might soon be initiated.

“It is my pleasure, on
behalf of your Board of
Directors (BOD) that an
update on the Club’s pend-
ing bankruptcy is finally
here,” President Eric
Dutton wrote in a July 1
email.

“The BOD met with
Carol Ward and Tony

Velez representing Rancho
Murieta Properties (RMP)
prior to its regularly sched-
uled board meeting on
Thursday, June 27th. The
purpose of the meeting was
to inform the BOD on the
status of a sale agreement
so the club could move for-
ward with our bankruptcy.”

The club doesn’t own the
two golf courses or

the other facilities; instead,
it operates under a 55-year
lease with Rancho Murieta
Properties, which expires
in 2028. Ward, who owns
the Murieta Equestrian
Center, is a major inves-
tor in Rancho Murieta
Properties, and Velez is the
chief operating officer.
The same investment
Continued on page 6

Panel
Covers
Broken

Pipes,

Tank
Storage

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Infrastructure issues
that included two broken
pipes and insufficient stor-
age in the community’s
water tanks were topics
when the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District Improvements
Committee met on July 2.

Acting operations man-
ager Travis Bohannon
updated the commit-
tee about an emergency
repair to a sewer lift sta-
tion and the discovery that
a pipe that conveys raw
water from the Cosumnes
River to Calero Reservoir
was probably broken.
Bohannon said the break
must be located and
repaired before Nov. 1 so
the district can pump water
from the river into the
reservoirs.

The committee also con-
tinued a discussion from
its June meeting about the
need for more water tank
storage to serve devel-
opment. The immediate
concern is that the Rio
Oso Tank might not have
enough water storage to
serve the Residences East
and West subdivision
under construction next to
Stonehouse Park.

The Improvements
Committee comprises two
board directors, Martin
Pohll and Randy Jenco,
both engineers; Bohannon;
General Manager Mimi
Morris and other dis-
trict staff. The committee
looks at infrastructure
issues in depth and makes
recommendations to the
entire board. The district’s
contract engineer, Joe
Domenichelli, also partici-
pated in the June and July
discussions about water
storage. However, devel-
oper Bob Keil didn’t attend
the July meeting because
he was ill.

Lift station

Bohannon said the
problem with the 6A Lift
Station at the end of De
La Cruz Drive surfaced on
June 12 when an employee
discovered a minor sewer
leak. Staff determined that
the sewage was spilling
from a manhole outside of
the lift station. After the
leak was stopped, a camera
inspection showed that the
pipe from the manhole to
the wet well in the lift sta-

tion had broken.
Although the dis-
trict didn’t have the right
equipment or sufficient
Continued on page 5
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Bill Limiting Smartphone Use in Schools Approved

Office of Assemblyman
Josh Hoover News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - On June 26, the
Senate Education Committee unanimously
passed landmark legislation authored
by Assemblymembers Josh Hoover
(R-Folsom), Al Muratsuchi (D-Torrance),
and Josh Lowenthal (D-Long Beach) to
limit the use of smartphones in schools.
AB 3216 would require school districts in
California to adopt a policy no later than
July 1, 2026, that limits or prohibits the
use of smartphones by students during the
school day. It was approved on a unani-
mous 7-0 vote.

“This is a critical step toward protect-
ing and improving the mental health and
academic outcomes of students across
California,” said Assemblyman Josh
Hoover. “Research continues to demon-
strate the potential harms of smartphone
use among children. The growing use of
these devices in a child’s everyday life
can contribute to lower test scores, anx-
iety, depression, and even suicide. Our
state must take action to limit the use of

-
\

smartphones during the school day and
protect kids from these potential harms.”

The previous week, Gov. Gavin
Newsom came out in support of reducing
smartphone use in schools and LAUSD,
California’s largest school district, passed
a new policy prohibiting smartphones
during the school day.

“I am pleased to join Assemblymember
Hoover in this bipartisan effort to require
California school districts to place lim-
its on student smartphone use on campus
during school hours, unless approved by
teachers or administrators for academic,
emergency, or other purposes,” said
Assemblyman Al Muratsuchi, joint author
of the bill and Chair of the Assembly
Education Committee. “In 2019, I
authored Assembly Bill 272, which was
signed into law to encourage school dis-
tricts to consider such limits. Since then,
growing research shows excessive smart-
phone use not only interferes with learning
but also contributes to teenage anxiety,
depression, and cyberbullying. This bill
will require all districts to develop their
own appropriate policy to balance appro-
priate student use of smartphones at school

with curbing the impact of excessive
smartphone use on a student’s educational,
social, and emotional well-being.”

Under current law, school districts
are authorized to limit or prohibit smart-
phone use by students during the school
day and many have done so with resound-
ing success. Administrators have reported
increased social interaction among peers,
decreased instances of bullying on cam-
pus, and improvements in academic
outcomes.

A 2016 study found that when smart-
phones were removed from classrooms
standardized test scores increased by an
average of six percent, with even greater
improvements among low achieving stu-
dents. AB 3216 would continue to build
on this success by expanding limitations
on smartphones statewide.

A recent piece published in The Atlantic
by NYU social psychologist Jonathan
Haidt described a number of the potential
harms that smartphone use is contributing
to in children:

Grades suffer when learning is disrupted
as a result of smartphone distractions in
the classroom.

The Clean PowerCity® movement is happening. Hundreds of thousands
have taken action to join the charge, drive electric, make clean power
choices at home and work and save money with SMUD rebates. Together,
we're creating Clean PowerCities, while we keep our promise to deliver
world-class safety, reliability and some of the lowest electricity rates in
California. For 99 ways to join the charge, visit CleanPowerCity.org today.
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Up to 15% of teenagers engage in
“problematic social media use,” which
includes symptoms such as preoccupa-
tion, withdrawal symptoms, neglect of
other areas of life, and lying to parents and
friends about time spent on social media.

The latest Gallup data found that
American teenagers spend around 5 hours
per day on social media platforms alone.

As smartphones have become ubig-
uitous since 2010, we have seen a 70%
increase in the number of high school
seniors expressing that “life often feels
meaningless (now more than 1 in 5 seniors
express this).

Rates of anxiety, depression, and suicide
are on the rise among young people.

Poor mental health outcomes and smart-
phone use are most strongly correlated in
kids under the age of 14.

AB 3216 is critical legislation that pri-
oritizes the needs of California students
by limiting these potential harms during
the school day, increasing social interac-
tion among peers, reducing bullying, and
improving academic outcomes. It will
next move to the Senate Appropriations
Committee. *
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award

Holder with the Masters Club of

the Sacramento Association of

Realtors for over 37 years.

This is the most prestigious

award given,

Thank you to all of our clients in

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor
for 44 Years and counting.

*Source: MLS for residential, Not
including “Residential Income”

Karen Hoberg,
Broker/Owner
(916) 947-6910

rmhl.acceleragent.net 7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683
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Grand Jury Addresses Missile Site Contamination

By Carol Feineman

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, CA
(MPG) - One of the 2023-
2024 Placer County Grand
Jury Final Consolidated
Report’s 13 individual
reports addressed the tri-
chloroethylene (TCE)
contamination spread-
ing today from a Lincoln
Titan 1-A Missile Site that
closed in 1965.

The 58 county grand
juries, made up of inter-
ested community members,
investigate operations of
the various officers, depart-
ments and agencies of local
government, according to
California Courts, Judicial
Council of California.

The grand jury is
part of the county judi-
cial system authorized
by the California State
Constitution.

What’s striking about
this year’s report is that the
grand jury took on the mis-
sile site’s contamination
that falls under the respon-
sibility of a federal agency,
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the state’s
Central Valley Regional
Water Quality Control
Board. The Water Board
oversees what corrective
actions the Army Corps
will finally take to elimi-
nate the TCE.

The areas which are
not within Placer County
Grand Jury jurisdiction
include federal agencies
and state agencies.

Yet the Placer County
Grand Jury addressed
today’s contamination
spreading into a Lincoln
active-adult commu-
nity from the missile site
because “it is important
to educate the citizens of
Placer County about this
issue. Cleanup of former
military sites contami-
nated with toxic chemicals

such as TCE is a lengthy
process. The process
typically involves assess-
ments, cleanup plans and
implementation, with
involvement from multiple
stakeholders. It is crucial to
prioritize safety and effec-
tiveness in these cleanup
efforts.”

The grand jury’s 18-page
report, “From Missiles
to Meadows: Restoring
Nature’s Balance,” stressed
that the former Lincoln
missile site “poses envi-
ronmental health risks due
to past activities, includ-
ing chemical use, chemical
spills and unexploded ord-
nance (military supplies
such as weapons, rockets,
or armor). The source of
contamination is trichloro-
ethylene (TCE), a solvent
which was used to clean
the liquid oxygen Rocket
Propellant-1 piping and
was discharged into the
ground...”

The grand jury found
that “Cleanup efforts
will require soil remedi-
ation and groundwater
monitoring to mitigate
environmental impacts.

To date, no remediation
efforts have been com-
pleted, resulting in health
and environmental con-
cerns from the community.
Without cleanup efforts,
the contamination poses
a risk to the surrounding
environment and public
health.

It is essential for proper
authorities to prioritize
and initiate cleanup efforts
to address these poten-
tially serious hazards.
This remediation project
underscores the impor-
tance of monitoring and
managing environmental
contamination at former
military sites to ensure
public safety and environ-
mental preservation.”

From left, Lincoln City Councilman Bill Lauritsen, Ray Birge and Anne Constantin Birge, members of the grassroots Titan 1-A
Missile Site Environmental Contamination and Remediation Committee, were looking at the number of the monitoring well to
see what the trichloroethylene (TCE) levels have been over the years. Photo by Carol Feineman

A little history is in
order.

The 54 former inter-
continental ballistic
missile (ICBM) silo sites
in California, Colorado,
Wyoming and Washington
built during the Cold War
in the early 1960s were
designed to destroy enemy
targets anywhere around
the world within an hour of
launch.

The two-stage missiles

20 minute drive fiom Fols¢
El Dorado Hills |

1,000/31,50,

were stored in underground
silos and raised to ground
level for launch, according
to the Library of Congress.
Furthermore, each complex
consisted of three missile
silos supported by a net-
work of underground fuel
storage tanks, equipment
terminal, antennas and
connecting tunnels.

Beale Air Force Base
851st Strategic Missile
Squadron oversaw

Northern California’s tri-
angle of Titan | missile
silo complexes in Lincoln,
Chico and Live Oaks.
Co-founder Anne
Constantin Birge of the
grassroots Titan 1-A
Missile Site Environmental
Contamination and
Remediation Committee
trying to speed up the
cleanup process appreci-
ated the grand jury report.
The report accurately

stated that no remediation
efforts have been com-
pleted, according to Birge.

“Many thanks to the
members of the Placer
County Grand Jury for
succinctly and clearly
putting the issues on the
table for all to see,” Birge
said. “And, for the Water
Board and United States
Army Corps of Engineers
to know, there are others
watching them.” *
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Voices Choral Group Dishands After 30-Plus Years
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The Rancho Murieta Voices gather for a retirement party at Go 4 Pizza on May 2. The choral group performed at senior living
facilities throughout the metropolitan area. Photos by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The Rancho Murieta
\Voices have gone silent.

Initially formed as
Murieta Village social
group more than 30 years
ago, the Rancho Murieta
Voices has performed for
frail, elderly residents in
assisted living facilities
since 2002.

Its mission ended ear-
lier this year when they
couldn't replace the group’s
retiring music director and
pianist, even though both
had given seven months’
notice.

Joanne Lehman, who
has been president since
2017, and her main helper,
Geri Dekker, tried every-
thing possible to fill the
two positions. They posted
pleas on social media and
in the paper, talked to
churches and music direc-
tors, and distributed fliers.

“We’ve had this before
but this is the first time
no one stepped up to the
plate,” Lehman said.

Dekker said the group’s
demise “is breaking” her
heart.

“I will miss singing for
these people because it
gave me such joy to see
their joy,” she said

The Rancho Murieta
Voices performed their
last concert on April 11
for residents at Oakmont
at Eldorado Hills. It was
their best performance
ever, according to Corinne
Dryman, a member of the
group for five years.

“Because we knew it
was our last, we gave it our
all,” she said.

The Rancho Murieta
\Voices’ last gathering was
a May 2 retirement party at
Go 4 Pizza, where current
and past members flipped
through photo albums,
shared memories, and
enjoyed pizza and compli-
mentary sundaes.

Oakmont Folsom at
Creekside activities direc-
tor Marni Cadi was
distressed by the news.

“They really made a rep-
utation for themselves,”
she said. “Even though our
residents get music twice
a week, they absolutely
loved them and everybody
came down to hear them...
This is so sad.”

Atria Fair Oaks activities
director Heather Williams
agreed.

“We absolutely
loved having them per-
form,” Williams said.
“Unfortunately, we could
only get them once a year
since they were so booked

up. “
Lehman said volunteer-
ing for the Rancho Murieta
Voices was a significant
commitment because they
sang at practices or per-
formances at 2 p.m. every
Thursday for most of the
year. “That didn’t lend
itself to somebody who
was working so it almost
had to be someone who
was retired,” Lehman said.

Lehman joined the group
in 2016 when she was 65.

“l was the youngest
member of the group,”
Lehman said

Danny Diaz, 87, who
joined the Rancho Murieta

Voices in 2004, was both
the oldest and longest-run-
ning member. He and his
wife drove from their home
in San Mateo to their home
at The Villas every week.

“I love to sing and | love
to play golf,” Diaz said.
“My wife has a group she
has coffee with, so it has
worked out pretty well for
both of us.”

Diaz said he couldn’t
help smiling when many
audience members began
singing along, although
they didn’t have the lyrics
in front of them like he did.

Williams said that phe-
nomenon was evident at
her facility where many
residents have some mem-
ory issues.

“But as soon as the
group starts performing
a song, they absolutely
remember every sin-
gle word. They love it,”
Williams said.

Lehman said they
selected 25 songs for
each performance, draw-
ing from a playlist of more
than 1,000 songs from the
1920s through the 1960s.
Their all-time hit was
“There Ain’t Nothing Like
a Dame” from the musical
“South Pacific.” The men
in the group donned sailor
hats to belt out that show
tune, much to the delight
of their audiences.

Lehman said the
Rancho Murieta Voices
experienced a hiatus
when the pandemic hit.
Nevertheless, nearly all
members returned when
rehearsals began in fall
2022. During this time,
Lehman and Dekker also
recruited a new music
director. While visiting
Strutz Ranch, they encoun-
tered Paula Ramirez
showcasing her musi-
cal talent on the flute.
Ramirez, a retired high
school music teacher,
accepted their offer to join
the team. Additionally,
Toni Anania, a pianist, also
agreed to become part of
the ensemble.

Lehman described
Ramirez as an outstand-
ing director who elevated
the group to a higher
level. “She was organized
and just made things hap-
pen. Our practices became
more like performances,”
Lehman said. “Paula felt
we might as well go out
and perform more and
practice less.”

Ramirez's contributions
extended beyond organi-
zation; she also enriched
the group's repertoire
by incorporating mili-
tary and patriotic songs,
which resonated deeply
with audiences. When the
Rancho Murieta Voices
performed a medley of
songs representing all mil-
itary branches, it prompted
veterans in the audience to
rise and salute.

Lehman said they were
devastated when Ramirez
and Anania tendered
their resignations last
November.

Lehman adjusted the
2024 performance sched-
ule to accommodate the
singers' and musicians'
family obligations, allow-
ing them more time for
personal responsibili-
ties. The revised schedule
included a five-month

Mike Cummer is the master of ceremonies when the Voices
perform for the Rancho Murieta Women'’s Club in 2019.

Among the party attendees are Paula Ramirez and Toni
Anania, who have retired as the group’s music director and
pianist, respectively. The group was unable to replace them.

The farewell party attendees include Lee Holm, left, the
group’s music director for 14 years, and Bill Perry, who
managed the Voices for 15 years. He transformed the Voices
into a performing choral group in 2002.

s

Donning sailor hats at a 2016 concert are, from left, Steve Chrismond, Mike
Cummer and Phil Danz singing the group’s most popular number, “There Ain’t

Nothing like a Dame” from the musical “South Pacific.”
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Club in December 2019.

break, with two concert
performances scheduled
per month for the remain-
ing duration.

“We also thought we
could attract some new
people to help us out in
our unfilled positions,”
Lehman said.

However, despite their
efforts, Lehman ultimately
had to make the diffi-
cult decision to cancel the
remaining concert season
for 2024.

Lehman said the Rancho
Murieta Voices frequently
performed at various
venues beyond their reg-
ular schedule. In 2019,
they delivered a heartfelt
Christmas concert at the
Rancho Murieta Women’s
Club, leaving many audi-
ence members moved
to tears. Additionally,
the group extended their
support by singing at
memorial services to honor
departed members.

In addition, smaller
groups from the Rancho
Murieta Voices ensem-
ble made visits to nursing
homes, spreading cheer to
former members who were
unwell or celebrating birth-
days. During the holiday
season, they also delighted
Murieta Village residents
with festive carol singing.

In addition to their
pianist, the ensemble wel-
comed various musicians
into their performances
over the years, each add-
ing their unique flair to
the group's sound. These
accompanying musicians
included guitarists, bass-
ists, drummers and an
accordionist.

At the final gathering,
two pivotal group mem-
bers of the group were

Chorus members, from left, Phil Danz,

{

there. Bill Perry, who
assumed leadership of the
Village activity group in
2002 and served until his
retirement in 2017, played
a significant role in shap-
ing the group's activities
and fostering community
engagement. Lee Holm,
who served as the music
director from 2004 until
about 2018, made enduring
contributions to the musi-
cal direction and cohesion
of the Rancho Murieta
Voices ensemble during
her tenure.

Holm laughed when
she remembers how she
became involved. Perry
was on the golf course
with her husband, when
he learned she had been
a music teacher. Despite
Holm’s protestations, he
recruited her to be the
music director as the prior
one had eloped. Holm and
her husband had moved to
the community only two
weeks earlier.

“I have such good mem-
ories. It’s hard to believe it
is over,” she said.

Perry characterized
his involvement with the
Rancho Murieta Voices
as a "pleasurable chore,"
illustrating the blend of
joy and responsibility it
brought him. He traced the
group's origins back over
three decades to its incep-
tion as a social gathering
within Murieta Village,
spearheaded by Lillian
Harris.

Initially led by Chuck
Hagerman, the group's
early meetings at the
clubhouse featured a selec-
tion of songs curated by
Hagerman. Perry's intro-
duction to the ensemble
came about serendipitously

The singers show off their red noses when performing “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” for the Rancho Murieta Women'’s

on the golf course, where
Hagerman, aware of
Perry's musical back-
ground as a guitarist and
arranger, extended an invi-
tation for him to join their
ranks.

Upon Hagerman's depar-
ture in 2002, the singers
turned to Perry, recogniz-
ing his musical talents and
leadership potential, and
asked him to assume the
role of leader, thus marking
a new chapter in the evolu-
tion of the ensemble.

But Perry had some
prerequisites.

“I didn’t want to pull out
a few pieces of sheet music
and sing for a while,” he
said.

Instead, Perry advocated
for the group to set goals
and to begin performing
publicly. The catalyst for
that was his younger sister,
a geriatric physician.

“She convinced me that
people in senior residences
and nursing homes don’t
have a chance to get out
so why don’t you bring
the music to them,” Perry
recalled.

To enhance the organi-
zation, Perry implemented
more structure within the
Rancho Murieta Voices,
establishing bylaws that
delineated roles and
responsibilities for each
member, whether as a pri-
mary contributor or backup
support.

Recognizing the group’s
financial needs, espe-
cially considering the
acceptance of gratuities at
performances, Perry took
proactive steps such as
opening a bank account
and securing nonprofit
status to ensure proper
management of funds and

Cheryl Morgan, Mike Cummer and Geri
Dekker throw in some dance moves at a
2016 concert.

expenses.

The Rancho Murieta
\oices encountered chal-
lenges as it grew. In late
2008, they faced a setback
when they were asked to
leave the Village because it
was considered an outside
group. However, the St.
Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church deacon recog-
nized the group's efforts
as a ministry and provided
space for rehearsals, meet-
ings, and piano storage.

Subsequently, the
group found a new home
at the Rancho Murieta
Community Church for
years until renovations
commenced.

Fortunately, the Catholic
church welcomed Rancho
Murieta Voices back,
allowing the group to
continue its musical
endeavors in a supportive
environment.

Maryanna Hashorva
has played a vital role in
maintaining the group's
connection through her
weekly newsletters since
2014.

Despite the significant
commitment of practic-
ing and performing every
Thursday, she now feels
a profound sadness as the
Rancho Murieta \oices has
disbanded.

Reflecting on the
group’s impact, Hashorva
remembers the joy and
camaraderie shared during
performances.

“It was truly heart-
warming to witness older
individuals, who were
actually our peers, tapping
their hands on their legs
and beaming with happi-
ness,” Hashorva said “It
was the best thank you that
you could ever ask for.” *
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California Expands Access to Naloxone

Office of Governor
Gavin Newsom News
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA, (MPG) -
On June 21, Gov. Gavin
Newsom announced that
CalRx-branded over-the-
counter naloxone HCL
nasal spray, 4 mg, will be
available for free to eligi-
ble organizations through
the Naloxone Distribution
Project.

This follows the state’s
contract with Amneal
Pharmaceuticals to

purchase an over-the-
counter naloxone nasal
spray product through
CalRx’s Naloxone Access
Initiative at a significantly
lower price.

“The CalRx brand is
more than a logo; it’s a
way to show that the state
cares. CalRx is proof
positive of California’s
innovation, business acu-
men, and most importantly,
our heart. California is
spending smarter by mak-
ing life-saving drugs more
affordable so that we

stretch our dollars further
— and make that same low
price accessible to more
people,” Newsom said.

Eligible entities can
obtain CalRx over-the-
counter naloxone HCL
nasal spray, for free
through the California
Department of Health
Care Services Naloxone
Distribution Project.
CalRx is also working on
an option for individuals
to buy CalRx over-the-
counter naloxone nasal
spray directly.

Additional details will
be shared on the Naloxone
Distribution Project web-
site as they become
available.

Qualifying California
business entities and
organizations seek-
ing to purchase CalRx
over-the-counter nalox-
one HCL nasal spray, for
$24 per twin-pack can
do so by visiting CalRx’s
Get Naloxone website
at https://calrx.ca.gov/
get-naloxone.

In May alone, the state

purchased approximately
24,000 units, leading to
$415,000 in savings. Since
the Naloxone Distribution
Project was created, more
than 4,433,700 units have
been distributed, and more
than 277,000 lives have
been saved.

“By making nalox-
one widely available
and affordable, we are
empowering communi-
ties and saving lives,”
said California Health and
Human Services Agency
Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly.

“This is a crucial step in
our ongoing efforts to
tackle the opioid crisis
head-on.”

The overdose epidemic
claims thousands of lives
each year throughout the
nation — and California is
combatting this through
an all-hands-on-deck
approach. A critical com-
ponent of that is through
harm reduction services
and methods like nalox-
one, which can reverse
opioid overdoses swiftly
and effectively. *

Panel Covers Broken Pipes, Tank Storage

Continued from page 1

manpower to fix the prob-
lem in-house, it had a
master service agree-
ment with TNT Industrial
Contractors for emergency
repairs.

“It took about two-and-
a-half days to get it done
because it was deeper than
was originally expected,”
Bohannon reported. “So
the total came out to
$18,674.”

Conveyance Pipe

Bohannon said the issue
with the pipe that conveys
raw water from the river
to Calero Reservoir was
discovered after resident
Roger Brandt reported a
potential leak in the Lake
Clementia spillway on
June 20. The spillway is
about 400 feet from the
dam.

“Since we were not
pumping anymore, | closed
the valve at Calero Lake so
we wouldn’t lose any more
water flowing backward
and it did stop the leak,”
Bohannon said.

Water was discovered
coming up along a con-
crete slab in the spillway,
mostly likely from the pipe
underneath it. Although
there is a manhole near the
pipe, it partially blocked
the inspection plate. Nor
is the manhole big enough
for a worker to burn off
the bolts. Bohannon said
TNT would come with an
excavator to remove the
manhole to make a camera
inspection.

“Once we identify the
problem, we will get a bid
packet together to do the

actual repair,” Bohannon
said. “This is not an emer-
gency but we have to get
it done before November
S0 we can pump...It could
be extremely expensive,
depending on what we
find.”

Water Tanks

The community has two
water tanks. The pressur-
ized Rio Oso Tank, which
holds 1.2 million gallons,
serves 800 homes north
of the second Guadalupe
Drive. It has also been des-
ignated as the water tank
for the Residences and
for the 116-lot Village H
in the proposed Rancho
North subdivision. The
3,000,000-gallon Van
Vleck Tank uses a gravity
system to serve the remain-
der of the community.

Water tank capacity first
emerged as a significant
development issue at the
committee’s June meet-
ing. The most immediate
concern was that the Rio
Oso Tank, which has been
draining quickly, might
not have enough capac-
ity to serve the first phase
of the Residences subdi-
vision with 68 lots, much
less the 130 lots in the sec-
ond phase.

Bohannon began the July
discussion by reporting that
Residences developer Bob
Keil emailed the district on
June 20 asking for district
approval of his improve-
ment plans for phase 1 so
he could get a permit from
Sacramento County to fin-
ish grading a wetlands
area, with the understand-
ing that water tank storage
was yet to be resolved.

Bohannon said that
Domenichelli was reluc-
tant to sign off because of
the pending water issue.
Because Morris was on
vacation, Board President
Tim Maybee instructed
Bohannon to instruct the
engineer to sign off on the
plans. Domenichelli did so
three days later.

Jenco said he and
Maybee both discussed
Keil’s request to continue
grading.

“We didn’t see any
downside allowing them to
get into the wetlands with
the caveat that it wasn’t
an approval of their water
tank issue or approving
their water plans,” he said.

Jenco then asked
Domenichelli about the
status of the Rio Oso Tank.
The engineer responded
that his analysis wasn’t
much further along than
at the June meeting. That
was the case, although
he plugged three years of
water usage records and
water plant production data
into a model developed
by the Integrated Water
Master Plan consultants
but still encountered too
many unknowns.

“All we have now are
our water tank levels. We
don’t know how much
water is coming in and
how much water is going
out because there are no
flow meters in the tank,”
the engineer said.

At the June meeting,
Bohannon said flow meters
weren’t installed when
the Rio Oso Tank was
upgraded some years ago.
They could be installed
after the fact, Bohannon
said, but 800 customers
would have to go without
water for a day.

Domenichelli said the
model shows an unlim-
ited amount of water going
into the tank when it starts
to empty and water lev-
els drop quite a bit in the
morning.

Bohannon confirmed
that was the case.

“So like yester-
day, we actually hit
low-level alarms just on
the irrigation without the
development pulling any
water,” Bohannon said.
“l don’t know how much
the heat wave is contribut-
ing because this morning
Van Vleck is dropping like
a rock...which is very
unusual this time of year.”

Bohannon said he would
increase water plant pro-
duction to see if it would
help with tank water lev-
els, although his options
are limited. The older Plant
2 was currently produc-
ing 1.7 million gallons per
day, Bohannon said, but
he would increase it to 2.7
million gallons. However,
because of the manganese
problem in the summer, he
is limiting production at
the newer Plant 1 to only
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An outside worker repairs a broken pipe at the 6A lift station

at the end of De La Cruz Drive after a minor sewage leak
was discovered on June 12. The repair was one of several
infrastructure problems discussed at the Rancho Murieta
Community Services District Inprovements Committee on

July 2. Courtesy photo

1 million gallons, which
is how much water can be
pre-treated.

Although Plant | has
a far greater capacity,
increasing production
would result in safe but
brown drinking water as
happened in 2019.

Domenichelli estimated
that water demand from
the first 68 Residences lots
probably would drop the
tank level less than a foot
if lawns were barred in the
subdivision.

“l would like to see that
in writing or in an ordi-
nance that says they are
not going have lawn water-
ing,” Domenichelli said.

Domenichelli also
reported that a plan by the
development engineer to
use the Van Vleck tank as
a backup for the 68 lots
wasn’t going to work.

Further discussion

covered a myriad of other
related water issues with-
out any resolution.

Near the end of the meet-
ing, Morris pointed out that
the water distribution sys-
tem was never mentioned
in the two financial ser-
vices agreements with the
developers.

“So we are sort of on
new territory in this,”
Morris said.

Morris also proposed
documenting the agree-
ment allowing Keil to
continue grading.

“I think it would be ben-
eficial if I drafted a letter
that would rein him in a
little bit on what author-
ity was given to him by
Tim until this water tank
capacity issue is resolved,”
Morris said.

Pohll and Jenco liked her
suggestion. *

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

A story about the water tanks in the
June 28 edition incorrectly said that
Carol Anderson Ward was one of the

other investors besides Bob Keil in
the Residences East and West sub-
division. Tony Velez, who is one of

the other investors, confirmed Ward
wasn’t involved. The River Valley
Times apologizes for the error.

Paid Them Over

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most

experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.

j%&a‘;q’/ame

BUILDING SUPPLY

“Since 1949”

5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento
 We have all the hard-to-find sidings
e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

(916)

455-3057

PURCHASE -«

REFINANCE

RATE

5.500*

5.80"

180 Monthly Payments of $8.17 per $1,000 Borrowed

FIXED RATE LOANS

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

APR RATE

30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

6.250*

360 Monthly Payments of $6.16 per $1,000 Borrowed

APR

6.44"

Member

FDIC

NMLSRID 479256

Check the EI Dorado Advantage:
v No Application Fee v/ No Prepayment Penalty v’ Local Processing and Servicing

Serving our local communities for over 65 years!

ELK GROVE ¢ 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. » 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA « 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢« 8973 Grant Line Road « 916-686-0200

Maximum loan $650,000.00, primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment
on purchase. 25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECTTO CHANGEWITHOUT NOTICE
www.eldoradosavingsbank.com 800-874-9779

e

Se Habla Espaiiol

o
LENDER

Be o part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

M‘EG) Call us today at 916-773-1111
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State Fair Here
for 17 Days

By Carol Feineman

SACRAMENTO REGION,
CA (MPG) - The 170th
California State Fair offers
17 days of old-fashioned
fun for the whole family,
from July 12 to July 28.

Lucky for us that we
don’t have to drive too far;
the first state fair sponsored
by the California State
Agricultural Society, was
held in San Francisco on
Oct. 4, 1854, and rotated to
different cities for the next
six years. In 1861, how-
ever, Sacramento became
the permanent location for
the extravaganza.

While today’s California
State Fair still honors the
state’s agricultural indus-
try, there is much more to
see and enjoy at the annual
event.

There are plenty of
activities for all ages. That
includes eating funnel
cakes, waffles to sliders;
listening to top musicians;
riding Butler Amusements’
thrilling Zipper to the clas-
sic and calmer Crown
Merry Go Round; and
checking out competitions
and exhibits that feature
our neighbors’ talents and
skills.

Besides the nightly
concerts, entertain-
ment is ongoing each

day. For starters, there
are the Tanzanite African
Acrobats, the Stilt Circus
and the Salsa Steel Band.

The many competi-
tions include the Open
Livestock Show with beef
cattle, sheep, Boer goats,
dairy cattle, dairy goats,
Nigerian dwarf goats,
pygmy goats, angora and
fiber goats, longhorn cattle,
Ilamas and alpaca.

And the always pop-
ular Junior Livestock
competition spotlights the
dedicated youth FFA mem-
bers with their beef cattle,
sheep, swine, goats, dairy
cattle and dairy goats.

Exhibits.range from a
Candy Maze Selfie Exhibit,
a Student Showcase & CA
Crafts Exhibit, Animation
Academy to a fine art and
photography exhibit.

The California State Fair
is open different hours of
the week.

Main Gate and Blue
Gate hours are from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday
through Sunday.

Green Gate opens at 2
p.m. Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday,
and at 11 a.m. Tuesday,
Saturday and Sunday.

Carnival and Skyride
hours are from 2 to 11

-
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What would a fair be like without going on rides at the carnival? There are rides for the thrill-seekers as well as for those who
want a tamer but just as fun experience. Photo courtesy of California State Fair

p.m. Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, and
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Tuesday, Saturday and
Sunday.

Kids Park hours are
1 to 11 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, and 11 a.m. to 11
p.m. Tuesday, Saturday and
Sunday.

Exhibit Building hours
are 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Monday through Thursday;
and from 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. Friday through
Sunday.

The Monorail opens at
11 a.m. Monday through

Thursday, and at 10 a.m.
Friday through Sunday.

Tickets can be bought
online at https://calex-
postatefair.com/tickets
or at the fair’s box office.
Several ticket prices and
packages are offered. Daily
tickets to the fair and food
festival start at $16 for
adults ($14 in advance),
$12 (%10 in advance) for
seniors 62 and older and
$10 ($8 in advance) for
children ages 5 to 12. Fair
admission is free for chil-
dren 4 and under.

In addition, a Family
Fun Pack is $49.99 and

includes four single-day
general admissions, four
ride tickets (each good for
one ride in the Carnival
or on the Monorail), and a
parking pass.

The Toyota Concert
Series is free with fair
admission ticket in the
area behind the General
Admission seating area to
the first 700 concert-goers.
Seats can also be reserved,
starting at $25.

Parking is $15 a day or
three days for $30.

There are also differ-
ent prices for the carnival
rides, starting at $1 per

ticket and carnival fast
passes from $10 to $15.
An Unlimited Ride
Wristband bought at
the Carnival is $39
Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays, and $44
Fridays, Saturdays and

Sundays.
Cal Expo is at 1600
Exposition Blvd. in

Sacramento, northeast of
the American River.

For more about the
California State Fair, go
online to calexpostatefair.
com, call 916-263-3000 or
email INFO@CALEXPO.
COM. *

RM Country Club

Continued from page 1

group, previously repre-
sented by the late John
Sullivan, developed the
hotel and the Bel Air
shopping center and is con-
tinuing to seek Sacramento
County approval for the
Rancho North develop-
ment that includes 697 lots.

The July 1 update stated
that the board would now
finalize the necessary doc-
uments and submit the
bankruptcy package.

“In the meantime, efforts
in preparation for the tran-
sition to RMP will start
taking place,” Dutton
wrote. “We were informed
that Troon (a large golf
management company)
is contracted to complete
a full assessment of the
club’s facilities, grounds,
and operations.”

Dutton said the assess-
ment was expected to take
45 to 60 days and would
begin soon, although he
didn’t have a start date.

“Other assessments will
occur to assist with the
transformation of the entire
facility,” he said.

As for the bankruptcy
process timing, Dutton said
their bankruptcy attorney

told them in January that
once the club’s package is
submitted, “we will be at
the mercy of the Federal
Bankruptcy Courts and the
workload of the judge it is
assigned to.”

The River Valley Times
tried to reach Dutton for
more details about the sales
agreement and the tran-
sition to Rancho Murieta
Properties, but he didn’t
respond by press time to a
text or a phone message.

The River Valley Times
reached out to Velez for
clarification about the
sales agreement and to ask
whether Rancho Murieta
Properties would take over
the club or sell it to another
party.

Velez confirmed there
was no sales agreement in
place yet. Regarding poten-
tial directions, Velez said,
they had received offers
both ways but haven’t for-
malized anything.

“These are just thoughts
at this point and discussion
on both sides: selling it to
a company, doing a joint
venture (JV) or us taking
over,” he said.

Asked about the coun-
try club’s transformation,

Updates Members About Bankruptcy

Velez referred to the Troon
assessment.

“If we do decide to either
take over a transfer or a JV,
they would be running the
golf course for us,” Velez
said. “Again, that would
not be set in stone.”

The River Valley Times
also contacted board mem-
ber Tom Barentson. He
said the board’s meet-
ing with Ward and Velez
on June 27 had been very
positive and many options
were discussed.

Barentson said that a
sales agreement was “com-
ing together” and that he
understood a sales agree-
ment would be needed so
the club could move for-
ward on the bankruptcy.

“l don’t know how it
is going to work out,”
Barentson said. “But it
seems like people are
working together to make
the best possible situation
for the community.”

Dutton first notified
the membership that the
board was considering
bankruptcy as an option
to resolve the club’s dire
financial circumstances
in a Dec. 1 email. He
said that the board was

also proposing two other
options: one involves
cost-cutting measures to
meet the 2024 budget and
the other would increase
member dues by $150 a
month. Dutton explained
that these two options
would only allow the club
to tread water until the
lease ends.

On the other hand, the
third option involving
bankruptcy would be about
starting over.

“The entity known as the
Rancho Murieta Country
Club would cease to exist,”
Dutton said in December.
“A new entity would take
its place and be run by a
professional with experi-
ence operating a successful
country club with all the
amenities, energy and pos-
itivity that one should
expect from the center-
piece of the community.”

Many potential buy-
ers have been interested in
doing exactly that.

“None are interested
in doing so unless the
facilities are free of any
successor liability, whether
it be the unions, other cred-
itors, or our membership
bylaws,” he wrote. “In the

past, any contemplated
sale has failed primarily
because of withdrawal lia-
bility to the unions. Until
recently, not even bank-
ruptcy could alleviate this
situation.”

“However, there is a
new provision in the bank-
ruptcy code under Chapter
11 subparagraph 5 that will
permit us to sell our inter-
est in the remaining lease
term, the club’s only true
asset, bundle that sum with
any other cash on hand,
and present a compelling
case to the bankruptcy
court to dismiss all of our
creditors’ claims,” Dutton
explained in his December
email.

If that happens, several
individuals competing to
buy and improve the club
could do so free of the con-
ditions that prevented past
sales.

“At the end of the day,
it’s about improving our
experience as members
and maximizing our prop-
erty values,” Dutton wrote.

“Our best opportunity

to do that is to allow the
sale of the club to someone
with the resources to invest

in improving the facili-
ties and the know-how to
manage a private country
club.”

Following Dutton’s Dec.
1 update, the board con-
vened a town hall meeting
on Dec. 12 to present
the three options to keep
the club operating and
to explain why filing for
bankruptcy would have the
best chance for success.
The meeting drew about
300 attendees.

After the board con-
ducted a subsequent
electronic vote on the
options between Dec. 18
and Dec. 22, the member-
ship voted overwhelmingly
to authorize the board to
initiate bankruptcy.

When contacted by
phone after the vote,
Dutton told the River
Valley Times that the tim-
ing for the board to initiate
the bankruptcy process
would be dependent on
their bankruptcy attor-
ney. “When he says quite
clearly that you are not
going to stay afloat for
whatever amount of time,
that will help us decide
where that financial point
is,” Dutton said. *

Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

Celebration time, come
on! Yes, it really is cele-
bration time in Sac Town,
and for the naysayers in
the group that were wail-
ing that the free agents
were flying by and Monte
McNair wasn’t pulling the
switch, it’s time for some
credit and accolades.

The most recent acqui-
sition, albeit not vyet
complete, of free agent
DeMar DeRozan, has a
50-plus win season written
all over it for our home-
town team.

DeRozan, without
question one of the most
coveted free agents in this
year’s mix, has apparently
chosen the Sacramento
Kings over other con-
tenders such as the L.A.

Clippers and L.A. Lakers.
What makes this excep-
tional is that DeRozan is
from Southern California,
and he chose Sacramento
over his hometown.

Sacramento has received
criticism over the years
that the Kings can’t attract
big free agent names, and
the signing of DeRozan
may spell an end to that
rhetoric.

One of the shortcom-
ings of last year’s team
was their inability to close
out close games, and that
they were somewhat too
one-dimensional with their
late-game methodology.

No question De’Aaron
Fox can’t be called upon
to provide all of the late
game heroics, and that was

SHACRAMENTO

primarily the end-game
strategy the past couple of
seasons.

The signing of DeRozan
will enhance opportuni-
ties for not only Fox, but
Keegan Murray, Domantas
Sabonis and Malik Monk,
as well.

Opposing teams can-
not plan their defense
around stopping De’ Aaron
Fox with a weapon like
DeRozan on the floor, and
his scoring ability will
undoubtedly enhance the
scoring capabilities of
everyone around him.

DeRozan doesn’t come
cheap, and part of the pro-
cess in procuring a six-time
NBA all-star is making
room under the salary cap.
To make that happen, the

Kings had to shed the $18
million per year they were
paying to veteran Harrison
Barnes, and Harrison was
dealt to the San Antonio
Spurs, who are apparently
looking for veteran lead-
ership amid their current
youth movement.

For many Kings fans
that have enjoyed watching
Harrison bring his slash-
ing style of offense and the
mid-range shooting he has
become known for, it’s bit-
tersweet. Harrison was a
fixture in the Kings start-
ing lineup since February
of 2019, and his durability
was one of the unquestion-
able qualities the Kings
will miss.

For a team that led the

NBA in scoring just two
seasons ago, Sacramento
dropped 13 spots last
year, and even a stron-
ger defensive presence
wasn’t enough to make
up the difference. Missing
the playoffs after mak-
ing the playoffs just one
year ago was a gut punch,
and it put a bull’s eye on

the backs of players that
were too inconsistent with
their scoring. Harrison, as
a starter, was at the top of
the list.

So, we wish Harrison
well, and usher in a differ-
ent looking starting lineup
that will hopefully include
fan favorite Malik Monk,
as well.

Without question,
DeRozan brings a vet-
eran strength that will
show itself in additional
wins this season, but the
Kings still need help for
their all-world center and
NBA leader in rebounds,
Domantas Sabonis.

While Monte McNair
could run for mayor of
Sacramento and probably
win right now, other poten-
tial moves are still in the
offing. Drew Timme, 6’
10” center from Gonzaga,
was just signed to the
Kings’ summer league
team, and although not
drafted, there is something
about this 23-year-old that
will make you look twice.
Could he be a diamond in

the rough? It’s possible,
but for much needed up
front help, let’s not forget
that already secured on the
Kings roster are little-her-
alded Alex Len and veteran
Trey Lyles.

At times, coaches have a
tendency to overlook what
they already have, and |
for one do not believe that
we’ve seen the best basket-
ball that these two Kings
have to offer.

For the Chris Duarte
fans out there, sadly Chris
was sent to Chicago along
with two second-round
draft picks and money to
conclude the DeRozan
acquisition. We will miss
Chris and his spark off the
bench, but like Harrison,
the fans wish Chris all the
best in Chi Town.

Stay tuned, Kings fans,

for more magic from your
intrepid GM, and thank
you Monte McNair for
having the patience to wait
for the right player to sur-
face for the Kings.
Welcome, DeMar
DeRozan! *
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

RM Blood Drive Slated July 15

The Rancho Murieta Women's Club has
slated its next blood drive on Monday,
July 15 from noon to 6 p.m. at the
Rancho Murieta Community Church,
14670 Cantova Way, Rancho Murieta.
Appointments to donate can be made
online at donors.vitalant.org by using
blood drive code SMFMO053 or by calling
Vitalant at 877-258-4825. Walk-ins will be
accommodated if space permits.

Donors will be entered into a draw-
ing for a $50 gift card for Yogurt Pop that
was donated by Carole Thames of Town
& Country Real Estate. All donors will
receive a 10% off coupon at Yogurt Pop.
Eat well and drink plenty of water prior to
donating, and please bring a photo ID.

If you have eligibility questions call
Vitalant at 877-258-4825 or Vitalant.org.

Sheriff’s Office Service Center
Open House is July 31
The Sacramento Community Sheriff’s
Office has announced it is reopening

a service center in Rancho Murieta in
partnership with the Rancho Murieta
Community Services District.

A grand opening has been slated on
Wednesday, July 31 at 10 a.m. at the
district’s administrative building. The par-
ticipants will include the new Volunteers
in Partnership with the Sheriff (VIPS) and
several top officers with the sherift’s office
Central Division.

The service center will be located
inside the CSD administration building,
and the VIPs will operate it on Mondays
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

The sheriff’s office shuttered the
Rancho Murieta service center during the
pandemic.

Gold Rush Classic Tournament
Set for Aug. 22-23

We are thrilled to announce and would

be excited to have you participate in the

2024 Gold Rush Classic on Thursday

and Friday, Aug. 22 and 23, 2024, at the

Rancho Murieta Country Club. The Gold

Rush Classic is a celebrity Pro-Am Golf
Tournament, a Celebrity Challenge, a
Million Dollar Hole-in-One contest, a
Celebrity Draft Party, a Farm-to-Fork
Dinner, and a Stars and Guitars concert
featuring great live music.

The Gold Rush Classic raises phil-
anthropic proceeds for Make-A-Wish,
Jordan’s Guardian Angels, 1st Tee of
Sacramento, Rancho Murieta Youth
Programs, and other key children’s char-
ities in Sacramento and beyond. More
information is available at https//birdease.
com/Goldrushclassic./

Summerfest Tickets Are on Sale

Summerfest is slated to return on Friday,
Oct. 4 and Saturday, Oct. 5 to Stonehouse
Park, and tickets are now on sale on the
website: www.summerfest-racnhomurieta.
org/tickets.

Tickets will only be sold online or at the
event. For the first time, a $20 discount
will be available with the online purchase
of four tickets.

A cornhole tournament will be a new
event that will take place on Saturday for
attendees 18 years and older. A participant
link will be posted soon.

Save the Date for Wilton Fire
Chili Cookoff

The Wilton Firefighters Association
has slated its Chili Cook off on Oct.
12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Wilton
Community Center and at CW Dillard
Elementary School. In addition to chili
tasting the event will feature a car show,
vendors, music, food trucks, a beer gar-
den and a kid zone complete with games,
bounce houses and a rock-climbing wall.

For a chili cook-off booth, contact Patsy

Nemetz at 209-648-5030. For a vendor
booth, contact Codi Craig at 630-441-
2082 or sales@eternaliron.com.

To enter the car show, contact Randy
Upham at 916-708-5589 or rupham60@
gmail.com. The event will benefit the
Sacramento Firefighters Burn Institute and
other local charities. *

Amid Wildfire Smoke, Take Steps to Protect Health

California Department of Public
Health News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
With wildfire smoke and reduced air
quality affecting many California commu-
nities, the California Department of Public
Health (CDPH) is urging Californians to
take steps to protect themselves from air
pollutants. Wildfire smoke can affect any-
one’s health, but some people are at higher
risk, including pregnant people, children,
older adults, first responders, and peo-
ple with chronic conditions like asthma,
COPD, diabetes, kidney disease or heart
disease.

“All Californians should be aware of
the risks of wildfire smoke and ash inha-
lation and take steps to avoid breathing
in pollutants, including reducing outdoor

activity and staying indoors when possi-
ble,” said Dr. Tomas J. Aragon, California
Department of Public Health Director
and State Public Health Officer. “Wildfire
smoke can make anyone sick, but it’s
particularly unhealthy for vulnerable indi-
viduals, including children, people who
are pregnant, and those with chronic
health conditions.”

To avoid possible health problems due
to wildfire smoke and poor air quality,
California Department of Public Health
recommends taking the following steps:

Stay informed. Check the air quality
and sign up for updates. Californians can
check their local air quality index (AQI)
at AirNow.

Stay indoors. If the air quality is bad,
stay inside as much as possible and close
all windows, doors and vents.

Adjust your A/C. Change the settings on
your A/C unit to re-circulate or close out-
door air intakes to avoid drawing in smoky
outdoor air. Running an air purifier can
also help.

Wear a mask. If you must go outside,
wear a well-fitting N95 mask. This is espe-
cially important for those who must work
outdoors for long periods, in areas with
heavy smoke.

Wildfire smoke contains fine particles
which are respiratory irritants, and when
inhaled deeply, can affect the lungs and the
heart. Exposure to high concentrations of
fine particles can cause persistent cough,
runny nose, phlegm, wheezing, and diffi-
culty breathing.

Smoke from wildfires can also cause
eye irritation, reduced lung function, and
bronchitis. Those with asthma or another

lung disease should keep at least a sev-
en-day supply of medication on hand and
call a health care provider if nearby wild-
fires worsen breathing issues.

Knowing the “Ps of Preparedness” can
help you react quickly if a wildfire threat-
ens your area:

People (help children, older adults and
people with disabilities)

Pets

Papers (important documents)

Phones

Prescriptions (and glasses)

Pictures

PCs (computers) (for the information
stored)

Plastic (credit cards and cash)

More information can be found at the
California Department of Public Health’s
Extreme Heat site. *

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture
for Rancho Murieta

July 27, 2024

Gates Open 7:00pm
Lake Clementia

Saturday

8:30pm

Members $25.00
Non-Members $35.00

CHILDREN 6 & UNDER FREE
$5.00 surcharge at the gate, so buy your tickets early!

ETC Members/Sponsors enjoy priority blanket setting
from 8:00 AM —10:00 AM. General admission blanket
setting from 10:00 AM — 12:00 Noon.

Closed 12:00 Noon — 7:00 PM. Gates open at 7:00 PM.
Come early to avoid long lines. Concert starts promptly
at 8:30. No Refunds — No Exchanges.

Events open to Rancho Murieta residents, real property
owners and their guests, ETC sponsors and Rancho
Murieta business owners. Tickets available at Ace
Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Note: Discounted tickets for ETC Members are only
available at Ace Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Membership Info: Sue Delmore 916-837-9715

For the safety of the children
and ALL concert attendees:
CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED &
SUPERVISED BY AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.
No running or racing around the grounds,
blankets, or dance floor.

THANK YOU
to our Title Sponsor

Rancho Murieta

T HOMES & LAND, INC,
: KAREN HOBERG

Keeping the Arts Alive in
Our Community!

WE SUPPORT _ =,
FIRST RESPONDERS MPG

\\—/
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BY NORRIS BURKES

If | say “1492,” chances are it’ll bring
to mind that old school rhyme, “In 1492,
Columbus sailed the ocean blue.”

But now | suspect I’ll remember 1492
in a different light. That’s because last
month I flew to Tegucigalpa, Honduras, to
sharpen 1,492 pencils.

You say, “That’s an expensive trip for
such a menial chore.”

Yes, | get your point, but if you’re a reg-
ular reader of this column, you know that
Chispa Project needed those pencils for
the inauguration of their 88th Honduran
library at Pedro Nufio Elementary School.

I know 1I’m not the sharpest stick in the
pencil box, but still I expected the project
director to match me to something more in
line with my talents.

After all, the director is my daughter,
Sara Brakhane. She knows that I’ve spo-
ken to dozens of U.S. audiences. | thought
she might arrange a speaking gig in a
Honduran soccer stadium.

Back to the Grind

arranged for me to mentor the school’s
principal and share the B.F. Skinner
Psychology of Education | learned in
seminary.

I mean, what’s the harm in a little
nepotism?

A lot, apparently.

She assigned me to count pencils,
sharpen them, and drop said writing
instruments into 421 of the new school
backpacks.

Of course, | wasn’t the only volunteer
that arrived on the Dallas connection. The
less jet-lagged and talented ones were slot-
ted for important jobs.

Under the direction of Lester Reconco,
an artistic Chispa employee, volunteers
helped paint a large mural onto the library
wall. It was no Banksy or Wyland Whale,
but in quick time, our fledgling artists
brought the room to life with bright pri-
mary colors.

Designed to inspire, the drawing fea-
tures a Honduran boy in an oceanside
scene. He’s reclined on a wave of books
while reading. On a field of blue, vol-
unteers added a sailboat, a swan, and
multiple fish.

Other artists meticulously painted a line
of books that encompassed the room.

Meanwhile my pencil sharpener over-
heated and forced Sara to assign me to the
painting team. However, it was still not the

My job was to pour various paints into
red Solo cups, lug them to the talent, and
wash their brushes. My nickname was
Pour-Pour-Norris.

Suddenly, | became a truly irreplaceable
member of the team.

I know this because | begged others to
replace me.

They would not.

But finally, after two days of painting,
the moment came to shelve the books in
the new library.

From the school parking lot, our volun-
teers worked an assembly line offloading
850 new books from our bus. We carried
the books through a playground of kids
playing soccer and girl-chase-boy games.

Still, several stopped to hug us, sharing
broad and cheeky smiles that stretched for
miles and miles. Suddenly we were sur-
rounded by a gaggle of schoolgirls and
boys, all grinning with unrehearsed won-
der. They weren’t subtle. They wanted to
see the new books we were shelving.

If you know the excitement U.S. chil-
dren express over a new video game, you
can conceive the enthusiasm building in
these students as they saw their first chil-
dren’s picture book.

On the final two days, Chispa volun-
teers hosted the library inauguration, a sort
of all-day birthday party. Students rotated
among classrooms for hands-on-fun that

storytelling.

I never did get to deliver my Skinner
lecture. But | can share with you that, like
Skinner, Chispa believes that changing the
environment can make education enjoy-
able and effective for all students.

Books are used to affect that change.

And the school where we were is
definitely an environment that needed
changing.

This rural school sits near the city’s
landfill where many parents work to col-
lect trash, operate the landfill’s incinerator,
or commute by bus to a day laborer job.

When we left Honduras, the new library
we had painted and filled with rows of new
books had changed their environment for
the better.

Chispa’s challenging slogan suggests
we all “Help change the story.” | like to
think that sometimes their stories can be
changed, and a sharpened pencil can write
that new story.

So, with more libraries coming soon,
shall I “pencil you in” for the next volun-
teer trip? In the meantime, | guess you can
say, it’s back to the grind for me.

You can be a part of the change by send-
ing a check made to “Chispa Project.”
Or give online at Chispaproject.org/chap-
lain Send to 10556 Combie Rd. Suite 6643
Auburn, CA 95602. Email comment@
thechaplain.net or message at (843) 608-

fame | sought.

At the very least, she should have

included puppets, science experiments and

9715. www.thechaplain.net. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

REMIER™
l=ROOF]NG INC.

LIC# 1097848

e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE © GUTTER CLEANING

When veterinary care is un-
available or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® flealtick,
mane dandruff, and allergy
control at Tractor Supply®
(www.happyjackinc.com)
(Cal-SCAN)

Announcements

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

California Commercial Agri-
culture Auction! 19.5 Acres,
222,000sf Nursery Facility.
buy650buenavistadrive.com

Blackwell Auction & Real-
ty Visit website for terms and
conditions 10% Buyer’s Premi-
um Bond #108038589 (ca-scan)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
«All Finishes «Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
*Slabses RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
eIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email:Elverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

Elder Care

GoGo. Live and age your
way. Get help with rides,
groceries, meals and more.
Memberships start as low
as $1 per day. Available 24/7
nationwide. BBB Rated A+
Business. Call GoGo to get
started. 1-855-476-0033 (ca-

1%
e}
b3
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Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Garage Sales

MOVING/GARAGE SALE-
Priced to go!! furniture, 1920

sheet music, novelty items,
ephemera, Native American
items, Books, Art Deco, 1909

roll top desk (cheap), free
stuff, 2723 Olive Court, West
Sac. July 13—9-1pm

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

Help Wanted

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to
monitor investment activities,
ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and
client guidelines. High School
Diploma, two years job related
experience and Computer
Skills, Proficient with MS Office
required. Salary $54,059 per
year. To apply, email resume
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

Visit: mpg8.com

Accountant - Bossen West,
Inc. has opening for Accoun-
tant in Elk Grove, CA. Salary:
$57,658.00 - $70,000.00/yr.
Email resume to hr@bossen-
food.com.

Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring Trim base-
board «Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
<Lighting *Concrete

Sprinkler Repair
<Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas

Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164

nocal

Beautiful Waterproof Vinyl &
Laminate Flooring Installa-
tion. All Materials In Stock! 36
Years Experience! License
#1023377. Call Josip for Free
Estimate! (916) 215-7558

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, we're waiv-
ing ALL installation costs. (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/24 Call 1-833-
985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In:

* Oil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

e Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
® Brakes

e Wheel Alignment

Mon-Fri, 8-5 » 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

ik A2,

Elk Grove Blvd - Florin Rd

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
® Brake &
Lamp Station

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
inas little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (ca-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.

Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)
Visit:
mpg8.com

Jobs

Hardworking, tender-hearted,
Christian woman available for
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-861-0256

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

MS Hauling
+Junk Removal
«Garage Cleanouts
sYard Debris
*E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% offl

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Landscaping

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (cal-scan)

The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

o ROOF REPAIR

e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

Se Habla
Espanol

CELL 209.810.6233

v M e

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
* TEAR OFF &
REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR
* OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
-DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

“w»/ SACRAMENTO VALLEY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

7

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Tractor Work

Michael- 916-747-9667

<Excavations «Utility Trenching <Foundations-All types

eLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building

Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks *Flail sBushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking

License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

8 A- A
PAINTING
PRESSURE

WASHING

Interior / Exterior

PEBBTEREE
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

916-257-29609

Bonded & Insured LickES3045

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
¢ Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generafions of Quality Painters
#908019
ws) We accept Visa & | g

VISA|  Mastercard =

Advertise in your
local
community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

@ Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Find Back Issues at

TheRiverVallevTimes.com
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DEB BRITTAN TEAM

u e ymuf dreams
"/ [/ IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY
HOME STAGING

ymf :Iz(ul/m:( f/m ad

(916)

932.6693;

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

" RANCHO
MURIETA
RESIDENTI

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-year
%

48

Minimum deposit  $10,000

1-year
%

3 7

Minimum deposit  $10,000

6-month
%

2.2 7

Minimum deposit $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet 06/01/2023.5sjtor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALLRIGHTS RESERVED
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Erin Howard « 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 » Murieta Plaza

RiverVALLEY TIMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

Itis the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. Itis understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

paper associations.

We are proud

mre W

bers of these

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your
Insurance
Needs

FARMERS

INSURANCE

. License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333
JAREALTY WORLD®

CWInc.
RMHomesForSale.com

Lic# 01365643

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

TOWNz2r COUNTRY

916-214-1515

7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
(in The B?| Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC

Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999
Expanding from

Lodi to
Rancho Murieta

e Investment M anagement
e Tax Preparation

e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

« 38 Years Experience

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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CALL-A-PRO

AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f' Electric « Hot Water  Pool Heating
& (916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

= A
SR
~

LC# 550110

jack@aztecsolar.com ®* www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

=L & (916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

* Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops * Hardwood Flooring

» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

* Paint « Plumbing ¢ Electrical

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 916 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 214319

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll!
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

A Dnvunance /%&{Z'ﬂ gd%? Uhitten Lefetime

3 Teze.
Claime Weleome =~ S D ESSIONS ey

685-5078

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove ~—

www.autobodyexpressions.com

25 Years Experience
RAMER CON: CIEI;Z '1"1’5”5”;

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561¢
WwwWw.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

e Independent Living ® Respite

e In Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

Over 25
VEELS
—_experience

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

i e
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

TREE TECH
ERVICES'

Serving the Green Industry

DICK’S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Seuce 1956
363-6554

New & Repaired

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

BRIAN OLSON

License #982398

@ 916-912-0293
© info@olsonswoodworx.com
[=] @ olsonswoodworx.com

CUSTOM CABINETS CRAFTED
JUST FOR YOU!

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Mr. *-ﬁ"“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional ¢ Safe « Reliable « Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal : 914
California Home Loans 417-2001

RM resident over 20 years! ' wwis 1070092

Grow your business in our

CALL-A-PRO
Guide!
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Soaring Temperatures
Threaten Fireworks Show

The fireworks snafu also
put an end to the dance
party that was slated from
7 t0 9 p.m. at the Gazebo.
Families driving up in
their golf carts and a grow-
ing cluster of teenagers
were surprised to find their
access blocked by caution
tape around the parking lot
and a half dozen security
officers per the orders of a
fire inspector.

Despite this, a disc
jockey continued blast-
ing tunes from inside the
gazebo, prompting sev-
eral visitors to dance on the
sidewalk. The caution tape
was removed just before
the fireworks show began.
However, after the show
ended, the crowd of teen-
agers inside the gazebo
began dancing. Although
exuberant, with many sip-
ping from cans of beer,
the teenagers didn’t cause
any issues and began drift-
ing away as the night
progressed.

Likely due to the early
timing, the heat didn’t
hamper the three morning
activities — the parade, the
pancake breakfast or the
fun run.

Parade.

Rancho Murieta
Association spon-
sored the 10 a.m. parade
along Murieta Parkway.
Three horn-blaring
Sacramento Metropolitan
Fire District trucks led
the way, followed by
three patrol cars from the
California Highway and
the Sacramento County
Sheriff’s and a contingent
from Scout Troop 633 with
an honor guard and a golf
cart bearing candy for the
spectators.

The community’s
Hometown Heroes led a

Zooming along in their motorized sofa, Bevis (Eric Dubey)
and Butt-Head (Aaron Vogt) delight the crowd. They were the
last entry in the parade.

This prize-winning golf cart is one of many decorated in red,

white and blue.

motorized division of the
parade with some wav-
ing from a 1926 Chevrolet
Utility Express Truck.
Following them were
even more military veter-
ans affiliated with Veterans
of Foreign Wars riding
in a trailer. A long line
of gleaming vintage cars
completed the segment.
Decorated golf carts
made up the bulk of the
parade entries. Most of
them were celebrating the
nation’s birthdays with
American flags. Streamers,
ribbons, garlands, canners,
shiny signs and pompoms
—all in red and white and
blue — added to the festive

atmosphere. One resident
mounted a flag pole to his
cart, showcasing his patri-
otic spirit.

Compared to previous
years, fewer golf carts were
completely transformed for
the parade. However, this
year’s entries were still
imaginative and festive.
They included a golf cart
transformed into a lantern
fish, a tribute to bumble-
bees, and a depiction of the
flowery Pixie Nation. But
the most elaborate was the
pirate ship complete with
Captain Hook, Peter Pan,
Tinker Bell, Wendy and
even the crocodile.

Although not a golf cart,

Are You

of their spouse.

Single Again?

SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to
helping people put their lives back together
again after divorce, separation or the loss

Finding yourself single after years of being
in a relationship can add a different kind
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many
sources to help you put all the pieces together so
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When
you first visit the website, be sure to make us
one of your favorites. We publish many articles
to help you along your new journey.

* Travel

* Dating & Relationships
* Counseling & Advice

* Money & Finances

* Health

* Fashion & Beauty

* Consumer News

* Food & Recipes

* Lifestyle
* Parenting

Visit SingleAgain.com today,
get back out there and have
some fun!

SingleAgain.com

Nearly 300 runners take part in the fun run sponsored by the Murieta Health Club. Photos by

Gail Bullen

Kiwanis breakfast coordinators Bonnie Shewchuk and Angie
Friedrich present Sacramento County Supervisor Sue Frost
and her husband Jack Frost with proclamation recognizing
their years of volunteering at the breakfast.

the Summerfest parade
entry centered around a
wooden Ferris wheel, add-
ing a whimsical touch to
the event.

The list of parade win-
ners wasn’t available at
press time but will be pub-
lished in the next edition.

Pancake breakfast

Kiwanians Bonnie
Shewchuk and Angie
Friedrich supervised the
pancake breakfast that
opened at 7 a.m. and served
about 800 customers. The
menu included scrambled
eggs, pancakes and sau-
sage, along with orange
juice, coffee and condi-
ments. The Kiwanians used
grills to cook the pancakes
and sausages on the site
and transported the fresh
scrambled eggs from the
country club kitchen.

For the first time, the
Kiwanians offered blue-
berry pancakes, thanks
to Kasey Cronquist, who
moved to Rancho Murieta
last year and is president
of the North American

Blueberry Council. “The
blueberry pancakes seemed
to be a big hit,” Friedrich
said.

The two breakfast coor-
dinators also bid farewell
to long-time volunteers
Sue and Jack Frost, who
are moving to Arkansas
after her second term as a
Sacramento County super-
visor ends. Shewchuk and
Friedrich surprised the
Frosts with a proclama-
tion drawn up by Kiwanian
Jack Seigal, lauding them
for their dedicated efforts
over the years.

Asked why she and her
husband had shown up for
every pancake breakfast
since she had been elected,
Frost said: “It is a tradi-
tion. We wouldn’t miss
it. I1t’s what we do on the
Fourth of July.”

Attendee Candace Hern
had nothing but praise for
the breakfast.

“There were no lines.
People had a good break-
fast and the blueberry
pancakes were outstand-
ing this year,” she said. “It

was a great way to start the
Fourth of July.”

Fun run

Erin (Howard) Bailey of
Murieta Health Club spon-
sored the 44th annual Fun
Run near the North Gazebo
and handed out necklaces
and bottled water.

The fun run drew 300
runners and walkers, the
largest crowd ever, with
some pushing strollers,
kids riding bikes and dogs
on leashes. The event was
comprised of a 5-kilome-
ter run and a shorter route,
with both beginning at
7:30 a.m. This year’s par-
ticipants ranged in age
between 9 months and 84
years.

About 20 youngsters
also turned out for the chil-
dren’s races across the
street that began at 8:15
a.m. Everyone received a
prize.

As was the case last
year, about 25 members of
the Pleasant Grove High
School cross-country team
were the top finishers.
Ryan Almog came in first
for the boys with a time of
15:19 minutes, which was
a second slower than last
year.

The first female was
Alona Dota, although her
time wasn’t recorded.

Ava Lingo, 12, partici-
pated in the race with her
two brothers, her parents
and their dog.

“I like to start my day
with an accomplishment,”
she said. *

Calrforrua
STATE~FAIR

In California, we like our

taste buds to be tantalized

and our hearts to race.
This is the state of

enjoyment, excitement,

and entertainment, and our

State Fair celebrates it all.

Get Tickets Today!

~_

“JULY 12-28,2024..

CalExpoStateFair.com

o
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Sparkling Wines, Chocolates Paired at Women's Club Luncheon

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA CA (MPG)
- As another example of
how she has created a
job out of drinking wine,
Tracey Beckner presented
a “Bubbles and Chocolate
Pairing” for the Rancho
Murieta Women’s Club
at their May 22 luncheon
at the Rancho Murieta
Country Club.

Although the wines
Beckner poured at the
luncheon could be on
the menu at the Taste
Restaurant and Wine Bar
in Plymouth, most of her
on-the-job tasting happens
as a wine studies instruc-
tor at Delta College. On
the other hand, Beckner
doesn’t see any reason to
confine the sparkling wine
to work.

“So ladies, how many of
you think that the reason
champagne was invented
so we can have a little with
breakfast is because it goes
so well with eggs,” she
asked the crowd.

During her program,
Beckner poured a Cava
from Spain, a Crémant
from France and a
Spumoni from Italy. Then
she paired each wine with
a different gourmet choco-
late, along with some nuts,
for the first tasting and a bit
of pound cake for the last
one. Beckner also educated
her audience about spar-
kling wines in the process.

Beckner explained how
two secondary fermenta-
tion methods are used to
add the bubbles, how the
different grapes and lev-
els of sugar affect the
taste, and the geography
of where the grapes are

Wine expert Tracey Beckner leads a “Bubbles and Chocolate Pairing

program at the recent

meeting of the Rancho Murieta Women's Club. Beckner and her husband own a restaurant and
teach wine study classes at San Joaquin Delta College. Photos by Gail Bullen

Beckner uses a saber to open a bottle of sparkling wine.

grown. She also added
some “fun facts.”

“Did you know that
Marlyn Monroe was
known to have taken a bath
in champagne,” Beckner
said. “It took 35 bottles to
fill the bathtub.”

Beckner also wove his-
torical anecdotes into her
talk and recommended
“Wine and War,” a book
that explained how World
War Il devastated the
European wine industry.

“These estates worked
and clawed to come back
from complete devasta-
tion to be where they are

ALL BEDROOMS ON SALE’

Slormy R

$999 ...s1099 QUEEN STORAGE BED

*1029

wg*1169 QUEEN SLAT BED

today,” Beckner said. “All
of those big houses that
are known internationally
and have been producing
champagne for hundreds
of years are all led by
women.”

Beckner seamlessly tran-
sitioned from discussing all
the world’s sparkling wines
to focus on three examples.
She began by pouring a
bone-dry Cava from Spain,
the Juve & Camps Brut
Grand Reserva. She paired
it with several pieces of
rock salt-encrusted white
chocolate and a little pile
of sweet and spicy nuts.

Rancho Murleta Women'’s Club President Bonnie Klrshman
pours a Spanish sparkling wine for Cheryl Cannon, left, and

Patti Keating.

Beckner shows club members how to locate the seam where it comes together at the neck in
case they want to try sabrage at home.

“So what we do is a lit-
tle sip and taste while we
still have a little bit of wine
in our mouth. Then we sip
again to see how it changes
the wine and to see how
the textures and flavors
match,” Beckner said. “Or,
you can just eat and drink
it.”

The other two wines in
the taste test were for Paul
Bruisse Crémant de Lorie
and Contessa Collection
Platinum Asti Spumante.

Tracey Beckner and her
husband, Mark Beckner,
have made significant

ARRIVALS!

S

g — ¥ A
$1899 ...52129 QUEEN UPHOLSTERED BED

$969  Nightstand
$2449 Nine Drawer Dresser

ALL MATTRESSE

$979 Seven Drawer Chest

‘NW"‘E@“»

SALE* _*

4

QUEEN SETS

STARTING AT

$599reg.s669

550226 710252

$1399 ...s1589 QUEEN STORAGE BED

LIMITED STOCK ON HAND!

SOUTHBURY CAL KING PANEL BED
$998 reg. 1894

651269 \,x
ABINGTON NIGHTSTAND
$498 ..,s698

127060

Pleww Lo

$2299 ...52559 KING SLEIGH BED

390763

TERRA GREY CAL KING PANEL BED ===
$4438 ...7398 5 PIECE BEDROOM SET

Maf‘ rwooa/

H O M E N G S

382423 e
OMLY 11N 5TOCK

12125 Folsom Blvd.
Rancho Cordova

916-351-0227

www.naturwood.com

F URN

Mon - Fri 1T0am — 6pm
Sat 10am — 6pm ® Sun T1lam — 6pm

contributions to the culi-
nary and wine education
scene in Amador County.
After moving to the area
27 years ago, they initially
purchased and operated the
Union Hotel in Volcano.
They later expanded their
ventures by opening Taste
Restaurant and Wine Bar in
Plymouth.

Their commitment to
education began about
15 years ago when they
started teaching at Delta
Community College. Mark
Beckner chaired the culi-
nary arts program, where

he taught hundreds of
future chefs the art of
cooking. Tracey focused
on wine studies, restaurant
operations and hospitality
management, sharing her
extensive knowledge and
experience with students.
Five years ago, Mark
Beckner took a sabbatical
to explore community col-
lege wine study programs
across the state. This led
to the creation of a wine
study program at Delta
College, which Beckner
describes as a “wonderful
resource.” *

LOOKING FOR A DEAL?

DON'T FORGET TO CHECK OUT OUR

MEGA
CLEARANCE]

SAVE UP TO
FORGE CAL KING PANEL BED REGULAR PRICING!

$998 ... 1368

PUEBLO WHITE DRESSER
reg.$1957

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

40% OFF

006488

TINLEY PARK NIGHTSTAND
$478 ...s788

Largest Selection of

* PROUDLY %

MADEINTHEUS A

with U.S. & Imported Materials

Products

*Sale applies to all indicated items except “Special Buys”, all “Mega Clearance” and Serta iComfort™. Sale price not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount.
Allow time for delivery on some items. Sizes and colors are approximate. Sale ends 07/21/24.




