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Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, please contact 
Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784

or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Print & DeliverPrint & Deliver
We Print and Deliver your inserts. 

Perfect for Big Events, Coupons, Menus and More!

Two promoted at Oxford PD
The Oxford Police Deaprtment 

announces the promotions 
of Sergeant Michael Gifford 

to the rank of Lieutenant and 
Officer Ryan Kasik to the rank of 
Sergeant.

Earlier this year Chief  Michael 
Daniels held an assessment center 

promotional process. This process 
consisted of a written examina-
tion, with a passing score of 70 
or above candidates moved on to 
the assessment portion which con-
sisted of several scenarios.

“Lt. Gifford and Sergeant Kasik 
have dedicated their lives to our 

great community and represent 
the culture that the Oxford Police 
Department stands for. We wish 
them well in these next chapters of 
their career, and we thank the citi-
zens of Oxford for your continued 
support of our police department,” 
he said. 

Oxford’s Lowes Pond Dam 
Project Moves Forward
BY JANET STOICA

About three years ago Town 
Manager Jennifer Callahan 
held a public forum for town 

residents regarding the Lowes Pond 
Dam structure. The event was well-
attended and also included state 
engineering representatives, local 
residents, and other town parties. 

At that time, the state had identi-
fied significant structural deficien-
cies requiring major upgrades to 
protect residents and businesses 
downstream. After extensive re-
search, it was confirmed that the 
privately-owned dam had been 
abandoned for decades with no 
identifiable responsible owner of 
record. Oxford was selected to be 
the first community to participate 
in a state-funded pilot program to 
help municipalities repair aban-
doned dams.

“An overwhelming majority of 

attendees expressed support for the 
project and were excited for Oxford 
to collaborate with the respective 
state agencies to move forward 
with the project,” said Callahan. 
State and town officials continued 
to advance esign and construction 
documents and secure all necessary 
permits and approvals.

The state recently announced it 

expects to bid for construction in 
the coming summer weeks. The 
state’s estimated project cost is 
$4 million with an 8-12 month con-
struction timeline.

According to the town man-
ager’s report, the scope of work 
includes reconstructing the dam 
spillway’s 42 foot span, widening 
the spillway another 28 feet (total 
length of 70 feet), building a new 
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Vacuums always 75Vacuums always 75¢¢

89 Southbridge St. 89 Southbridge St. 
Auburn, MAAuburn, MA

  (across from Sword St.)  (across from Sword St.)

BIG 
KAHUNA

$20
DELUXE 
WASH

$17

SUPER 
WASH

$14
BASIC 
WASH

$11

CeramiC ClearCoat 
ProteCtion inCluded 

in all washes

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Casual WaterfrontCasual Waterfront

Dining on lake lashaWayDining on lake lashaWay

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSEOPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYSCLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

308 308 Main street, east BrookfielDMain street, east BrookfielD

774-449-8333 • 774-449-8333 •  308 308LAKESIDE.COMLAKESIDE.COM

Please call 
774-449-8333 

for reservations,
take-out or 

reservation online
 308lakeside.com

45 N. Main Street, Millbury45 N. Main Street, Millbury

508.865.2560
www.mulhane.com

For a free 
Family Planning 

Guide please
 visit our website 

or scan the 
QR Code

Gary Brogna
Owner / Technician

MA & CT State Certified
Fully Licensed and Insured

508-248-1800
email: pestbdead@yahoo.com

108 Main Street
Webster, MA 01570

Your Local 
Commercial & Residential

Pest Control Experts!

Town of Auburn’s Farmer’s Market 
and Entertainment Schedules
BY JANET STOICA

According to the town’s Rec-
reation and Cultural Direc-
tor, Kristen Pappas’ bulletin, 

Auburn’s ongoing Summer and 
Concert schedules include the 
following activity and concerts: 

Every Thursday at the town’s 
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pap-
pas Recreation Complex from 4 
p.m. – 7 p.m., a Farmer’s Market 
will be held through Thursday, 
August 29.  Outdoor live concerts 
will also be held the same date 
with a start time of 6:00 p.m. 

Remaining programs include 
Thursday, August 1, with Below 

Deck (yacht rock band) who 
will play tunes from artists like 
Christopher Cross, Toto, Kenny 
Loggins, Hall & Oates, and many 
more. Sure to be a hit with all 
audience members. 

Thursday, August 8, will 
feature the Aquanett Band who 
will entertain with 80’s rock and 
metal featuring songs from Bruce 
Springsteen to Heart to Lionel 
Richie and Huey Lewis & the 
News. 

August 15’s lineup will be 
Outriggers, a classic rock band, 
who hail themselves as “New 
England’s Premier Cover Band.” 
Their show include songs from 
the Zac Brown Band, Styx, Elvis 
Presley, Kansas, Eddie Money, 
and Garth Brooks. 

August 22’s band will be Dock 
10 who specialize in music from 
the 70’s and 80’s and according 

to their Facebook page are “a 
7-piece family band playing all 
of your favorites from the 70’s 
and 80’s with more recent hits 
sprinkled in to add a little twist!”

The season closes out on 
August 29 with Petty Larceny a 
Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers 
tribute band. Some of his songs 
include “I Won’t Back Down,” 
“Free Fallin’ ” and “Don’t Do Me 
Like That.” 

Mark your calendars for a few 
leisurely Thursday evenings to 
check out all the goodness and 
freshness of locally-grown pro-
duce before setting up your chair 
or blanket to gather with other 
concert-goers and enjoy a free 
and friendly evening outdoors 
with great music and good fun.
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Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

Family Owned and Operated offering the following:Family Owned and Operated offering the following:
• Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment 
• Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation 
• Nursing & Personal Care
• Medication Administration
• Recreation: Social Groups, 
 Exercise, Current Events, 
 Gross motor/Cognitive Games, 
 Music, Bowling, Billiards
• Nutritional Meals
• Transportation Services 
 (DOOR TO DOOR)

Adult Day Health Program serving your communityAdult Day Health Program serving your community

www.accorddaycenter.com

Assisting 
Families for 

38 years

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

reinforced concrete support wall, 
and constructing a new riverfront 
embankment.

Another major highlight of the 
project is that it would facilitate 
public access and enhance passive 

recreational use at the dam and 
in the immediate project area. 
Two new parking areas are part of 
the project as is a new pedestrian 
bridge which spans the modi-
fied spillway channel. The bridge 
connects the eastern and western 
parking areas along 6-foot-wide 

accessible pathways to avoid 
visitors walking along Huguenot 
Road.

Once completed the site would 
remain a public open space for the 
community to enjoy and Oxford 
will maintain it as part of its exist-
ing dam infrastructure.

“The long-term benefits of the 
Lowes Dam Project are significant. 

Particularly in the face of climate 
change, the newly constructed 
dam will improve the safety and 
quality of life for local residents 
and businesses well into the next 
century. It’s a win-win project in 
addressing an inherited Industrial 
Era problem,” concluded Callahan.

DAM
continued from page 1

Six potential candidates for Auburn police recruits
About half way into July, in the 

heat of the summer,  at 7:30 
a.m. nine hopefuls descended 

upon Lemansky Park track with 
dreams of becoming an Auburn 

Police Officer. 
Recently the Civil Service list 

was called to fill an open position 
at the APD. After calling the list 
we learned of a pending retirement 

and now hope to hire two. There 
were 136 individuals who took, 
passed and made the civil service 
list received notification of current 
openings and intent to hire. 

Twenty-two picked up applica-
tions. Nine returned complete 
applications and were moved on to 
the next portion of the hiring pro-
cess, the physical fitness test. Appli-

cants that pass this test can expect 
to move on during selection. 

Under the direction of Detective 
Sgt. Lamoreaux, who is both a Mu-
nicipal Police Training Committee 
(MPTC) physical training instruc-
tor and lead staff instructor at the 
Fitchburg State University Police 

Academy, along with Officers 
Ryan and Walker, also MPTC PT 
Instructors, these nine candidates 
were given the MPTC fitness test to 
ensure they would pass come time 
for the entrance physical. 

Although all nine gave their best 
efforts, three fell short leaving six 

possible candidates. The depart-
ment is optimistic that of the six, 
there are two incredible future 
officers in the group. 

Do you have what it takes to 
become a Police Officer? Check out 
the process at AuburnMassPolice.
org, listed under programs.
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124 Main Street, 124 Main Street, 
Millbury, MAMillbury, MA

(508) 865-4822(508) 865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - NoonSat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.comcslumberco.com

NOW STOCKINGNOW STOCKING
HardwareHardware
Lawn and Lawn and 
Garden SuppliesGarden Supplies

It's Deck Time!It's Deck Time!

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
• FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING 
Count on us for all your building Count on us for all your building 

material needsmaterial needs

Family Owned and Operated Since 1952Family Owned and Operated Since 1952

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

Revolutionary War Reenactments 
Returns to Old Sturbridge Village
O ld Sturbridge Village is set 

to host Redcoats and Rebels, 
one of New England’s largest 

Revolutionary War reenactments, 
on Saturday, August 3, and Sunday, 
August 4. The highly anticipated 
event promises a weekend of 
historical immersion, featuring 
nearly 600 costumed reenactors 
from across the region portraying 
both soldiers and civilians from the 
Revolutionary War era.

Throughout the weekend, guests 
will have the chance to witness 
dramatic reenactments of historic 
battles and skirmishes between Co-
lonial and British troops, complete 
with cannon and musket demon-
strations and cavalry displays. The 
event will also feature live fife and 
drum music and special presenta-
tions that bring the Revolutionary 
War to life.

On Saturday, August 3, the day 
will begin with morning drills, 
marching, and a cavalry demon-
stration followed by an afternoon 
battle at 3:00 p.m. The day will 
conclude with cannon and musket 
demonstrations, as well as fife and 
drum musical performances. On 
Saturday, the Village will be open 
extended hours until 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 4, will feature an 

afternoon battle at 2:00 p.m. Reen-
actment groups from across New 
England, including Providence, 
RI; Sturbridge, MA; and Boston, 
MA, will participate in the battles, 

showcasing authentic tactics and 
formations used during the Revo-
lutionary War.

In addition to the reenactments, 
visitors can explore authentic 
Revolutionary War camps and 
engage with costumed historians 
to learn about everyday life in early 
New England. Reenactors will 
demonstrate traditional cooking 
methods, baking, and the crafting 
of everyday items such as soap, 
brooms and muskets, offering a 
detailed look into the past.

“Redcoats and Rebels brings the 

Revolutionary War to life in a way 
that engages all the senses,” said 
Jim Donahue, President & CEO of 
Old Sturbridge Village. “This event 
offers a rare opportunity to experi-
ence history up close, from the 
intensity of the battle to the quiet 
moments of camp life. We invite 
everyone to join us next month and 
connect with history in a way that is 
both powerful and unforgettable.”

Donahue added, “We also 
extend our gratitude to the family-
owned American manufacturer 
Dexter-Russell, for their contin-
ued sponsorship of Redcoats and 
Rebels. Their generous support is 
vital in bringing this exciting event 
to life.”

Due to the event’s popularity, 
visitors are asked to purchase tickets 
online and in advance. The event 
will happen rain or shine. To reserve 
a ticket, inquire about participating 
in the event or for more informa-
tion, please visit https://www.osv.
org/event/redcoats-rebels/.

The 2024 Redcoats and Reb-
els event is sponsored by Dexter-
Russell, the largest and oldest 
manufacturer of professional 
cutlery in the U.S. Dexter-Russell 
is headquartered in the town of 
Southbridge.

FOR SALE! 2009 Ram Pickup crew cab. 
Big Horn pkg., new tires, new tonneau cover. 

Immaculate in and out.  Asking $13,500  Call Ron at 508-737-4942
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CALL NOW TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT

SALE

*

*Sale does not include shutters or Lutron products

Attic • Basement • Garage • Shed
Single Item or Whole Building Cleanouts

Call / Text / Email Today • 508-713-5696
localguystrashremoval@gmail.com

Junk/Trash
Removal

Licensed & Insured

Beef Barn Hrs: 11 am -9 pm / 7 days a week; Coffee Shop Hrs: 6:30 am - 11 am / 7 days a week 
Ice Cream Hrs: Thurs. & Fri. 3:30 pm - 9 pm, Sat. & Sun. 12 - 9 pm

200 Industrial Drive, N. Smithfield, RI  • (401) 762-9880200 Industrial Drive, N. Smithfield, RI  • (401) 762-9880

Great Food at 
Great Prices!
Many Flavors 
of Ice Cream 

Available!
Look For Our 

New Food Truck 
at Events!

Beef BarnBeef Barn

Blackstone Heritage Corridor Seeks Nominations 
for John H. Chafee Heritage Awards
The John H. Chafee 

Blackstone River 
Valley National 

Heritage Corridor (BHC) 
is seeking nominations 
for the John H. Chafee 
Heritage Awards, which 
honor individuals or 
groups that have worked 

on projects, pro-
grams, and institu-
tions that promote 
cultural heritage, 
the preservation of 
natural areas, and/or 
those who strive to 
enrich the quality of 
life in the Blackstone 

River Valley.
BHC established the award to 

honor the late Senator John H. 
Chafee and recognize citizens 
and organizations whose work in 
the Blackstone Valley embodies 
Chafee’s vision and ideas. Recipi-
ents include community leaders, 
preservation heroes, business 

partners, environmental advocates, 
and students whose achievements 
resulted in public benefit. 

To nominate someone for 
the award, submit a nomination 
form citing their accomplish-
ments. There is a separate category 
for students. Find the form at 
BlackstoneHeritageCorridor.org/

john-h-chafee-heritage-awards. 
Nominations must be received by 
September 15, 2024, and can be 
mailed to the BHC office at 670 
Linwood Avenue, Whitinsville, 
MA, 01588, or emailed to Devon 
Kurtz at dkurtz@blackstone-
heritagecorridor.org.

Small Stones Festival of the Arts call for submissions
The 2025 Small Stones Festival 

of the Arts is scheduled for 
January 25, 2025 through Feb-

ruary 2, 2025, when it will return 
to its wonderful new location, the 
Brigham Hill Community Barn, 
37 Wheeler Road, North Grafton, 
thanks to the courtesy of Com-
munity Harvest Project.  This year’s 

Art Call for the Festival will open 
from September 15 through Octo-
ber 15, 2024. 

The Festival is a collaboration 
of the Worcester County Camera 
Club and the Blackstone Valley 
Art Association, now in its seventh 
year. It exhibits fine art painting 
and fine art photography.

Work chosen for the juried in-
person exhibition as well as prize 
winning entries will be selected by 

an independent panel of distin-
guished jurors. Once they are 
announced, the selections can be 
read about on the Festival’s website, 
www. smallstonesfestival.org.

Art work exhibited at the Festival 
will be selected from approximately 
500 submissions and will include 
144 fine art paintings (including 

drawing, sketches, ink and other 2D 
productions) and fine art photo-
graphs (including film based, digital, 
infrared and alternative processes). 
There are strict restrictions on the 
size of work that can be exhibited. 
Works chosen for the exhibition will 
be published in the annual hard-
bound catalog. All submissions will 
appear in the Web Gallery.

The prizes for both photography 
and paintings are as follows: First 

Place - $500; Second Place -$250; 
Third Place - $100; Juror’s Choice - 
3 Ribbon Awards; Popular Choice 
- Ribbon Award.

There is a nonrefundable 

submission fee of $10 per entry. A 
maximum of five entries per art-
ist. Up to two may be selected for 
in-person exhibition by our jurors. 
You must submit a high-quality 

photo of your work, suitable for 
inclusion in the catalog.

For more information on regis-
tering and submitting your work, 
visit smallstones2025.artcall.org
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SPORTS

AP Mandella LandscapingAP Mandella Landscaping

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640  • Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services

Free 
Estimates
Fully 
Insured

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal • LOAM & SEEDChip Removal • LOAM & SEED

Full Service
Tree Removal Company
FAST FREE ESTIMATESFAST FREE ESTIMATES
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals • Pruning
Stump Grinding • Cabling
Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 •• sales@templemantree.com
templemantree.com

Serving the Community since 1980

CONTACT US TODAY!CONTACT US TODAY!

First Time For Everything
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY. 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

As a field hockey and basket-
ball player Sutton’s Katerina 
Quill was not only looking 

for something to do during her 
free time in the spring, but she also 
wanted to try something totally 
out of the ordinary. Eventually she 
settled on giving tennis a try.

“I was just looking for some-
thing to do in the spring, but I 
wanted it to be something that I 
had never done before,” Quill said. 
“I had some friends who played 
tennis and figured that it would 
be a nice relaxing sport, but soon 
found it was very physical as well 

as mental.”
Despite not being what she orig-

inally thought the sport would be 
she did find that she enjoyed play-
ing the sport and decided to stick 
with it. Here entire life she played 
sports that were team oriented the 
then freshman found that she was 
more at ease playing an individual 
sport and definitely like the change 
of pace on the tennis courts.

Although the sport was not what 
she had thought it was when she 
signed up, she eventually overcame 
the mental aspect of the game 
and it did become a calming sport 
for her to take part in. However, 
that relaxing atmosphere would 
take time. As a freshman she not 

only made the varsity team for the 
Suzie’s, but she was the team’s third 
singles starter.

“That first year I had absolutely 
no knowledge what so ever of the 
sport of tennis,” she recalled. “I 
couldn’t tell you what I was expect-
ing as I didn’t know the game.”

Having taken part in field 
hockey for years Quill noted that 
the sport entailed a lot of physicali-
ty and movement on the field while 
always communicating; it was all 
based around team unity. Tennis, 
she quickly found out was much 
more strategic. 

Playing third singles as a fresh-
man she found that she was not 
able to win a lot of her matches. 

“Losing a majority of my match-
es that year was very discouraging, 
but it just made me want to work 
harder,” she said. “While I only had 
a few wins, I found that a lot of 
my losses were my fault due to mis-
takes that I was making allowing 
my opponents to get points.”

Knowing that she didn’t have a 
strong game, Quill began working 
continuously on her strokes, hits 
and serves; things were a challenge 
to the newcomer, but she contin-
ued to work on her game while 
improving.

Playing basketball and field 
hockey had given her the speed 
and agility to allow her to get to 
the net quicker and with precision. 
Improvement continue to come 
with the more that she played the 

game and although she liked play-
ing singles, she was moved into 
the first doubles tandem during 
her second season, where she has 
played the past two seasons along 
side Laura Sullivan. 

Sullivan was a year older than 
Quill and had previously played 
the sport, so she was a big influ-
ence on Quill’s ascension though 
the sport. 

“Playing doubles, I immediately 
found that I really loved it much 
more than playing singles,” Quill 
said. “Having a partner instead of 
being on the court all alone was 
so much better and while it was a 
totally different game I was enjoy-
ing it. We seemed to work well 
together, pushed each other, and 
knew not to get down as we’d get 
the next one.”

Sutton girls tennis coach Mike 
Zagame believes that Quill doesn’t 
try to do too much but seems to be 
in the right spot all the time.

“She’s a very consistent and 
detail-oriented player, which helps 
her considerably when she’s playing 
in the doubles format,” the Coach 
said. “Over the years her confi-
dence has increased and although 
she is a very quiet individual, she 
definitely lets her game do her 
talking.”

Zagame went on to say that 
Quill has a powerful shot that 
allows her to take calculated risks 
and her ground strokes and serves 
have become phenomenal this past 
season.

When she returns back to 
school later in the year, she will 
be a senior taking part in her final 
seasons with Sutton and although 
that is something all high school 
students look forward to, Quill will 

be without her partner for the past 
two years and is unsure of what the 
future holds for her on the tennis 
courts.

“With Laura graduating I’m not 
sure where I will be playing next 
year. I’m hoping that I return to 
doubles, but I will be open to wher-
ever the Coach puts me,” the rising 
senior said. “I’d prefer doubles as 
that’s where I’ve played the last two 
years and I’ve gotten used to it.”

Quill may be hoping to return-
ing to doubles, but her Coach is 
unsure of what the new season will 
bring.

“With her senior partner gone, 
there will be an opening on the 
first doubles team.” Zagame said. “I 
am not sure what I am going to do 
– do I keep her here or move her 
up to singles?”

Having such a dilemma will 
leave Zagame scratching his head 
over the next nine months before 
the girls all return next spring. One 
thought that has crossed his mind 
is that Quill has a younger sister, 
who as a freshman this year played 
second doubles – could she be a fit 
with her older sister? The Sutton 
Coach will not know until next 
spring when the team reassembles 
and then and only then will he 
know what he has and who may or 
may not mesh. 

In the meantime, Quill knows 
that she will continue to work on 
her basics during the off-season 
while also train on different aspects 
of playing singles or doubles once 
they return for the season next 
spring. Singles or doubles, she 
believes that she be ready for what-
ever the coach eventually decides is 
best for the team.
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  70 James St.
Worcester

WAREHOUSE CLOSING!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!
FINAL LIQUIDATION!

AFTER 68 YEARS EDDY’S FLOORING IS CLOSING HIS STORES
FINAL COMPLETE LIQUIDATION • 13 MONTHS NO INTEREST

SHOP AT HOME
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL 508-791-0987

300 REMNANTS
AND ROLL 
BALANCES

@ .45 SQ. FT.

ODD LOTS 
$.50 SQ. FT.
VINYL, WOOD, 

TILE, 
CARPET TILE

COMMERCIAL CARPET
AREA RUGS

HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9AM TO 4PM
SATURDAY 8AM TO 4PM • SUNDAY 9AM TO 4PM

CALL 508-791-0987

9 X 12 REG. $113.00 NOW $48NOW $48
12 X 12 REG. $169.00 NOW $72NOW $72

COMMERCIAL CARPET - REG. $1.29 SQ. FT 

 NOW $.70 SQ. FT.NOW $.70 SQ. FT.
CARPET TILE - REG. $4.30 SQ. FT. 

NOW $1.30 SQ. FT.NOW $1.30 SQ. FT.
VINYL BALANCE ROLLS -  

$.90 SQ. FT.$.90 SQ. FT.
SMALL REMNANTS FOR BATH AND HALL

$.49 SQ. FT.$.49 SQ. FT.

FROM STAFFORD STREET 
GO TO JAMES STREET 
THEN TAKE 1ST RIGHT 
AFTER THE BRIDGE, 

THEN 1ST LEFT TO END  - 
DOCK 10 - 

EDDY’S FLOORING

We’ll Pay 
the Sales Tax!
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

Serving the Blackstone Valley and Serving the Blackstone Valley and 
the Surrounding Towns in Worcester Countythe Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE,

 NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

7 Day rental

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICERUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

Auburn’s Receives AA+ Bond 
Rating from Standard & Poor’s 
Police Body Cameras Now in Use
BY JANET STOICA

AA+ bond ratings are consid-
ered very low risk according 
to financial market reviewer, 

Standard & Poor’s (“S&P”).  The 
town and its management have 
proven that they are considered 
financially sound, have adequate 
cash reserves and revenues to pay 
debt, and also have a low risk of 
default. A distinctive economic 
rating that Auburn should be 
very proud of. The long-term 
debt rating applies to Auburn’s 
$2.495 million general obligation 
2024 municipal-purpose bonds. 
The AA+ long-term rating has 
also been affirmed on the town’s 
existing debt. 

According to S&P, bond 
proceeds will permanently 
finance $1.656 million in bond-
anticipation notes outstanding 
and provide new money for 
various capital projects. Auburn 
has produced surplus financial 
results over the past decade with 
a focus on increasing its avail-
able reserves, bringing it to 40% 

of expenditures as of fiscal 2023, 
well above its state peers for the 
current rating level and in line 
with National peers.  

The long-term rating fur-
ther reflects Auburn’s primarily 
residential local economy (76% 
of assessed value), with a strong 
commercial component that 
officials have been hoping to 
bolster, given the town’s favorable 
location outside of Worcester, by 
taking steps to equalize its com-
mercial and residential property 
tax rates, well-embedded finan-
cial policies and practices along 
with formal debt management 
and investment and reserve poli-
cies along with five-year capital 
planning. The town typically 
completes long-term financial 
forecasting and has consistent 
positive financial performance 
supported by property taxes (61% 
of general fund revenue) and 
intergovernmental state aid along 
with local receipts outperforming 
conservative budget assumptions. 
Along with improving reserve 
levels, Auburn also maintains $8 

million in excess levy capacity 
that provides flexibility to raise 
additional revenue if needed 
within the statewide tax limita-
tions.  S&P also stated that the 
rating reflects Auburn’s stable tax 
base, which in turn supports the 
town’s robust financial position 
and debt burden.

Town Manager Edward Kaza-
novicz also stated that the town’s 
police officers are now “officially 
up and running with their body 
camera program since May 
recording interactions with the 
public day and night. The onset 
of this program was implemented 
entirely by the efforts of Deputy 
Chief R.S. Mills. His efforts re-
sulted in a $93,000 grant from the 
Executive Office of Public Safety 
and is the single-highest grant 
awarded to the Auburn Police 
Department and has brought the 
town an added layer of protec-
tion.”

 

FREELANCE 
WRITERS NEEDED! 
Do you have a talent for engaging 

writing that informs and inspires? We 
are looking for a local interested in tell-
ing stories important to the area.  

If so, Our Town Publishing wants you 
to join our team of dedicated journalists.

RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Research and write compelling news stories, features, and columns
• Cover local events, government meetings, and community happenings
• Conduct interviews and develop sources within the community
• Collaborate with editors and other writers to meet deadlines and ensure high-
quality content
• Adapt to digital and print formats, contributing to our online presence

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Proven writing experience, preferably in journalism or related field
• Strong research, interviewing, and storytelling skills
• Ability to meet tight deadlines and manage multiple assignments
• Excellent grammar, punctuation, and attention to detail
• Familiarity with AP style is a plus
• Ability to work independently and as part of a team
• Knowledge of the local area is highly desirable

If interested, please submit writing 
samples to proy@yankeeshopper.net
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We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

Sales Tax Holiday! Aug. 10 & 11!Sales Tax Holiday! Aug. 10 & 11!
Pre-select Now! 100s of Deals!Pre-select Now! 100s of Deals!

Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School  
awarded over $800,000 
Grant to provide training and placement for unemployed and under-employed of Central Massachusetts

Superintendent-Director Kyle 
Brenner and Career Technical 
Initiative (CTI) Coordinator 

Marci Komssi are pleased to share 
that Bay Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School has been 
awarded the Career Technical 
Initiative Implementation Grant by 
the Executive Office of Labor and 
Workforce Development for the 
second time.

Bay Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School has received 
$893,480.00 as part of the grant to 
provide training and placement to 
prepare unemployed or underem-
ployed individuals for positions in 
Auto Collision, Building Main-
tenance, Sheet Metal, Advanced 
Manufacturing, Culinary Arts, 
Heating Ventilation, and Air 
Conditioning (HVAC). Grant 
employer partners include All 
Points HVAC, ckSmithSuperior, 
General Mechanical Contractors, 
Inc., Dexter, FLEXcon, A&M Tool 
& Design, Kinefac Corporation, 
Package Steel Systems, Inc., RPM 
Heating and Air Conditioning, 
Primetals Technologies, Menkiti 
Group, DCU Center/ASM Global, 
BAPS, Long Subaru, Woody’s Auto 

Body, Fuller’s Collision Center, 
Pine Ridge Country Club, Niche 
Hospitality Group, The Overlook, 
UMass Memorial Health.

Grant funds will cover the 
total cost for students, including 
classroom time, textbooks, and 
certifications. In addition to train-
ing, the grant also allows Bay Path 
to offer support services such as 
career readiness lessons and post-
employment follow-ups.

Regarding the grant, Super-
intendent Kyle Brenner stated, 
"Bay Path is truly grateful to be a 
recipient of this round of funding, 
as it will allow us to expand our 
successful CTI programming, in 
turn providing more valuable skills 
training opportunities to meet our 
community's demand for a skilled 
workforce."

Adults interested in pursuing a 
career in Advanced Manufacturing, 
Culinary Arts, Heating Ventilation, 
and Air Conditioning (HVAC), 
Auto Collision, Sheet Metal, or 
Building Maintenance must be 
willing to enroll and commit to 200 
hours of training at Bay Path and 
willing to obtain training to qualify 
them for industry-recognized 

credentials essential to work in the 
field of their choice.

Worcester County participants 
must be 18 or older, unemployed, 
or underemployed (annual income 
is less than $51,600, gross). Most 
recent high school graduates 
qualify as underemployed.

Prospective students must go 
through an application and ac-
ceptance process. To apply, contact 
Mass Hire Career Centers in 
Southbridge and Worcester.

The application and interview 
process must be completed before 
the start of class in September. 
Seats are limited to 12 per pro-
gram.

Bay Path will recruit, assess, 
and screen participants aligned 
with the program requirements, 
in partnership with Mass Hire 
Career Centers in Southbridge and 
Worcester.

As a result of the support from 
the Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion,$13.4 million was allocated to 
the Career Technical Initiative in 
the Fiscal Year 2024 State Budget 
to support the ongoing economic 
recovery and growth objectives of 
the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts. These strategic investments 
are part of the ongoing effort by 
the Massachusetts Workforce Skills 
Cabinet to scale effective career 
pathway programs that better 

position residents who want to be 
hired into jobs that businesses need 
to fill.
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Volunteers needed for our monthly Open Mic Nights: 
                      • set up/breakdown crew                • set design 
                      • stagehands                                        • and more! 
                      • concessions assistant                     

Take Down the Wall Presents:   
TDTW Open Mic is an inclusive opportunity  
for musicians and poets of all abilities -  
ALL are welcome! Have fun with monthly 
themes, meet new people, and share your  
talent in this encouraging environment.  
Performers, please come early to sign up!  

Doors open at 6pm 

July 13   Freedom Rocks 

Aug. 10  Grill at The Mill 
Sept. 14 Magic Mania

Interested? Please contact michelle.benjamin@openskycs.org

Volunteer Opportunities

OPEN MIC NIGHTS 

• Art Gallery Exhibits 

• Sculpture in the Plaza 

• Theater Performances 

• One Act Play Festivals 

• Art Workshops & Classes 

• Free Summer Concert Series 

• Art & Music Makers Festivals 

and much, much more!

What’s happening now: openskycs.org/news‑events 
Connect with us on Social Media: linktr.ee/valleycast

The Alternatives’  
Whitin Mill Complex: 

Dennis H. Rice  
Community Plaza 

GB & Lexi Singh  
Performance Center 

Spaulding R. Aldrich  
Heritage Gallery 

30‑70 Douglas Road 
Whitinsville, MA 

openskycs.org | 508‑234‑6232 

Our facilities are  
handicap accessible.

Be part of an inclusive, creative community!

For more information about these opportunities and more visit openskycs.org/communitymembership

ValleyCAST’s mission is to foster a creative and engaged community 
in the Historic Blackstone Valley that is inclusive and supportive of 
all people with and without disabilities. ValleyCAST is the arts & 

culture arm of Open Sky Community Services.

We are seeking members of the community to partner with individuals 
with intellectual/developmental disabilities and mental health challenges 
as Discovery Members in our Club 21 program. 

• Do you enjoy meeting new people and building friendships? 
• Do you need more fun in your busy life?  
• Are you interested in getting to know your community? 
• Do you want to make a difference in someone's life? 

If you said "Yes" to any of these, contact us at club21@openskycs.org 
for a no obligation informational meeting.

Are you the next Club 21 Discovery Member? 
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Now Hiring! 
CNAs and Cooks
 - all positions! 

Apply today!
Call Michael D. Turpin, President 

Debra Fitts, Administrator    
       978-314-2290 or email: dfitts.cmrh@gmail.com

Call Us for a Private Tour Anytime

We can help... We care.

CHARLTON MANOR
REST HOME / ASSISTED LIVING

MICHAEL D. TURPIN
PRESIDENT

12 Town Farm Road, Charlton, MA
Tel. 508-248-5136 • Cell 978-314-2290

Fax 508-248-6445

Debra Fitts, Manager
DFitts.cmrh@gmail.com

www.charltonmanorresthome.com

Don’t overpay for false promises. We will 
provide the care your loved one deserves.

We are the affordable choice. 

charltonmanorresthome.com
12 Town Farm Road, Charlton, MA 01507 | Tel. 508-248-5136 | Cell 978-314-2290 | Fax 508-248-6445

OUR COMMUNITY
We are a small elegant home 
with many special features, 
you will feel like you are 
visiting a Bed and Breakfast 
or an old Inn while you are 
here. We offer the best care 
and oversight possible with 
cheerful, compassionate 
staff who are eager to serve 
our residents as well as  
their families. 

       WE CARE
At Charlton Manor we  
handle all levels of care.  
We believe in aging in  
place and no transfers  
to a nursing home are  
necessary. If needed, we 
provide one-to-one care. 
We are a dementia friendly 
home and we provide  
hospice care if necessary. 
Call us for a private tour.

WELCOME HOME
The Charlton Manor has 
been completely transformed 
and renovated under the  
care of Michael Turpin  
who has over 30 years of  
experience in health care. 
The Manor is the closest 
thing to a home environment. 
The Manor sits on over 30 
acres of beautiful country 
grounds.

 Ava and Jackie  Father Ernie and TomCharlton Manor

Call Michael D. Turpin, President 
Debra Fitts, Administrator    

       978-314-2290 or email: dfitts.cmrh@gmail.com
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WELCOME HOME
The Charlton Manor 
has been completely 
transformed and ren-
ovated under the care 
of Michael Turpin who 
has over 30 years of
experience in health 
care. The Manor is the 
closest thing to a home 
environment. The 
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acres of beautiful 
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We are a small elegant 
home with many special 
features, you will feel like 
you are visiting a Bed and 
Breakfast or an old Inn 
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cheerful, compassionate 
staff who are eager to 
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well as their families.
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Reach up to 172,0000 local readers focused on enhancing 
their indoor & outdoor living spaces when you advertise in 

our Fall Home Improvement Guide. 

COMING IN OCTOBER

ZONE 1
REACH 73,149

Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, Millbury, Northbridge, 

Oxford, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Webster

localtownpages

ZONE 2
REACH 96,651

Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, 
Medway, Milford, Millis, Natick, 

Norfolk, Norwood and  Wrentham

Reserve your space today by contacting Jen Schofield at 
508-570-6544 or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com

National Night Out 
The Auburn Police Department 

invites you to their first ever 
celebration of National Night 

Out on Tuesday, August 6 from 5 
to 8 p.m. at Lemansky Park.

Admission is free as are the 
events. 

There will 
be a bounce 
slide, an 
obstacle 
course, a 
dunk tank 
and live 
music. Get 
your hands 
on the 
equipment 
with the 
“touch-a-
truck” ex-
hibit and be 
impressed 
with dem-
onstrations 
by K9 Biza 
and K9 Riggs and more.

Food trucks will be on hand for 
snacks and dinner purchases.

Held on the first Tuesday in 
August every year since 1984, Na-
tional Night Out was designed to 
promote neighborhood safety. The 
event originally began with people 
leaving porch lights on and sitting 

outside their properties – hence, 
the name.

National Night Out was first 
established by the National As-
sociation of Town Watch. It is usu-
ally organized by block watchers, 

non-profit organizations, compa-
nies and police departments and 
now has millions of participants 
nationwide.

This is a great opportunity to get 
to know the team at the Auburn 
Police Department and they are 
looking forward to meeting you! 
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LIVING WITH LUKE  amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE
continued on page 13 

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

Luke Visits Armsby Farm

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Two things came to mind dur-
ing my first visit to Armsby 
Farm, Sutton. First, I wanted 

to find a natural based body 
lotion for my skin. Second, I 
thought about my pup. Oh, how 
Luke would love it here! “BAA!” 
The goats welcomed me with 
blatant enthusiasm. Their calls 
echoed a time of innocence and 
childhood storybooks. Wide eyed 
and curious, a few stretched their 
necks from the edge of the pen. 
Others, unimpressed, chewed on 
hay. 

“BAA!” 
Check out our lotions!
“BAAAAA!” 
We have unscented! 
“BAA!”  
We are milked two times per 

day by hand!

Twelve years ago, if you told 
Misha Brigham, a former banker 
from the Czech Republic, that 
she’d be milking, bottling and 
freezing the milk of seven healthy 
goats, she’d have told you, you’re 
crazy. Yet here she is in the small 
town of Sutton living a dream 
built on devotion, hard work, 
and unconditional love for goats 
who, ahem, expect to be milked 
in the same order. Misha and her 
husband, Justin, brought home 
seven two-week old female goats 

during the spring of 2022 with a 
vision to, first, care for goats and, 
next, create something more. The 
goats were a birthday present to 
Misha. Little did she know that 
she was about to receive a gift 
even greater.

The couple bottle-fed the goats 
immediately so that they would 
easily transition from mother’s 
teat to bottle nipple. Two years 
later (late January/early Febru-
ary 2024), Misha found herself 
camping out (for five days) in 
the barn to await the births of 

goats she had come to know and 
love. She facilitated the births 
of sixteen healthy goats. “I kept 
visiting the barn to see when it 
was going to happen. I couldn’t 
wait and it seemed as though they 
knew I was supposed to be there. 
One goat had a kid unexpectedly 
and it caused chaos. Goats like 
their routine to stay the same. 
Every single birth was a differ-
ent experience. Each of the goats 

did it differently and had her 
own little things that worked to 
deliver healthy babies. The expe-
rience was stressful, joyful and 
overwhelming. I wouldn’t have it 
any other way,” she shared. “To 
witness a living thing being born 
was indescribable.” 

The day had come for Luke to 
visit the goats of Armsby Farm. 
He couldn’t believe his nose.

“It smells like a goat was 
here!!” Nose planted to the 
ground, and with Misha’s permis-
sion, he pranced into the barn on 
a mission to greet new friends. 
“BAA! BAA!” He sensed Misha’s 
acceptance for him and nestled 
beside her. “Go ahead, Luke. 
Come on up.” She tapped on the 
counter of the kids’ wooden pen. 
“I can watch them up close?” He 
rested his front paws on the wood 
and reveled in the sight of so 
many goats. “You remind me of a 
dog with a long neck. Your eyes 
are so big!” He twitched his nose 
and smiled with the charm of an 
entitled pedigree golden retriever.

“BAA!” The goats responded 
with cautious approval. Misha 
went on to share a story that’s 
become a folktale, told and retold 
to Armsby Farm clients who 
take home a piece of Misha’s 
goat-love—sold in a two-ounce, 
four-ounce, or eight-ounce pump 
bottle. 

 “I’ve never done anything like 
this before,” Misha admitted. ‘It 
was something unbelievable. I 
had so many emotions and cried 
a bit. The goats and I take morn-
ing strolls through the meadow 
each morning before being 
milked. They are trained to stay 
together and stay by my side.”

Luke listened with a leonine 
grin and looked up at Mother 
Goat. “But how about play time? 
Do your kids like to play?” A 
natural animal-person; Misha 
scooped up a goat and set her 
down outside of the pen to greet 
a rambunctious Luke. “BAA!! 
Who let the dog out? I’m not 
comfortable! I’m not comfort-
able!” 

The freed goat darted and hid 
between Misha’s legs as though 

auditioning for a Scooby Doo 
episode. Luke respected the kid’s 
wishes with a hyper air of charm. 
“Don’t let my big head fool you. 
I’m afraid of my own shadow at 
times. See ya!” Then he galloped 
out of the barn and romped up 
the meadow hill, alongside the 
fence border. 

“The girls are a handful, aren’t 
they?” Malcolm, the bearded stud 
of Armsby Farm, stood tall and 
wise at the top of the hill where 
he eyed Luke. Despite some early 
“reluctance” to do his job, he 

became a proud father of sixteen 
goat kids (Misha ending up keep-
ing four babies). Intoxicated by 
the farm; Luke lied on his back 
and rolled around foolishly, as 
though to brand the meadow 
with a lotion titled Luke’s Scent.

“Luke, please!” I scolded my 
pup. Good behavior on the 
grounds of the Billy Goat of my 
childhood seemed reasonable.  
Luke snapped to a seated posi-
tion. “Can I have a sleep-over?” 
A piece of straw hung like a pipe 
from the corner of his mouth. 

We decided to lock Luke up 
in his own pen quarters while I 
took more notes about the lavish 
Armsby Farm. “Am I in a time-
out? The hay in this prison cell 
smells soooo good!” He sniffed 
and smiled and sniffed some 
more. “Any chance I could get a 
glass of water?” Misha grabbed a 
bucket, filled it with water, and 

Above, Luke faces a goat. Below, Luke warms up to Misha.

Malcolm eyes Luke

•Boarding 
•Grooming
•Daycare

Book Now 
for Spring 

and Summer 
Vacations!

Now accepting 
new grooming & 
boarding clients

265 Dudley River Road, Southbridge, Mass.

We cater to 
dogs and cats
Nail Trims $15
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Mark Marzeotti
REALTOR®

Marzeotti Group
Mark.Marzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(617) 519-1871
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

 
945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

LUKE
continued from page 12

set it down. Luke’s eyes bloomed. 
“That water bowl is so big!” 

We chatted some more about 
Misha’s lotions and soaps, and 
she shared with me her love for 
the creative process of concoct-
ing lotions that are as lustrous as 
they are varied. She sells laven-
der, pink mimosa, hickory and 
suede, coconut paradise, sage and 
lemongrass, and clover and aloe, 
among several others. Misha and 
Justin, additionally, plan on pro-
gressing to a small farm opera-
tion; growing vegetables, seasonal 
items, and eggs. “We hope to add 
to the already thriving farms in 

the community.”
A sense of gratitude for the 

circle of life came over me during 
the drive home from Armsby 
Farm. I thought about the goats, 
first being loved and bottle fed, 
then growing to become nur-
tured mothers who provide rich 
milk for the well-being of others. 
Where would we be without a 
Mother’s Love? Meanwhile, Luke 
popped his head out of his travel 
crate, grinned, and watched the 
cars go by. I couldn’t help but 
imagine the bumper sticker of 
Luke’s car, should he learn how 
to drive. 

HONK IF YOU LIKE FARM 
LIFE.  

Visit Armsby Farm at 67 Stone 
School Road, Sutton

Follow Armsby Farm on FB and 
IG

Email them:  armsbyfarmsut-
ton@gmail.com 

Call Misha directly (mobile): 774-
708-0730

Stay tuned for more on Luke 
Valentino.

Follow him on IG @livingwith-
lukevalentino  

Write to Amy at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com 

How Long Will It Take 
To Sell My House?
You want your house to sell 

fast. And you may be won-
dering how long the whole 

process is going to take. One way 
to get your answer, work with a 
REALTOR! They have the exper-

tise to tell 
you how 
quickly 
homes are 
selling in 
your area 
and what’s 
impacting 
timelines 
for other 
sellers. 
That way 
you have 
realistic 

expectations and can work to-
gether to come up with a plan that’s 
based on today’s market. One of 
the factors a great agent will walk 
you through is the supply of homes 
for sale and how that impacts your 
process.

Over the past few months, 
the number of homes for sale 
has increased. This is good news 
when you move because it means 
you’ll have more options as you 
search for your next home. But 
it also means buyers have more 

to choose from, so if your house 
doesn’t stand out – it may take a bit 
longer to sell. Available inventory 
is made up of new listings (homes 
that were just put up for sale) and 
active listings (homes that were 
already on the market but haven’t 
sold yet). And if you look at data 
from Realtor.com you would see a 
good portion of the recent growth 
is from active listings that are stick-
ing around.

Think of the homes on the 
market like loaves of bread for sale 
in a bakery. When a fresh batch of 
bread is put out, everyone wants 
the newest and hottest one. But if a 
loaf sits there too long, it starts to 
get stale, and fewer people want to 
buy it. The same goes for homes. 
New listings are the freshest and 
most sought-after. But if a home 
isn’t priced correctly, doesn’t show 
well, or it doesn’t have an effective 
sales or marketing strategy behind 
it, it can sit on the market and 
become less appealing to buyers 
over time.

A REALTOR will help your 
house stand out and sell quickly. 
Timing is important to you. You 
want to get this done, fast. By lean-
ing on a pro, they’ll make sure your 
listing is fresh and doesn’t stick 

around long enough to go stale. As 
the National Association of Realtors 
(NAR) explains: “Home sellers 
without an agent are nearly twice 
as likely to say they didn’t accept an 
offer for at least three months; 53 
percent of sellers who used an agent 
say they accepted an offer within a 
month of listing their home.”

Your agent will factor the recent 
inventory growth into their plan 
and create a customized selling 
strategy for your house. The supply 
of homes for sale can vary a lot by 
area. So they’ll do things like share 
their valuable insights into what’s 
happening with supply in your 
market, help you price your home 
correctly, and create a marketing 
plan that gets your home noticed. 
Don’t let your listing get stale, 
reach out to a REALTOR or real 
estate professional today to make 
sure your listing is fresh and ap-
peals to buyers from the start. It 
makes a big difference. If you want 
your house to sell fast, you need 
to work with a REALTOR at The 
Marzeotti Group. Connect with a 
local agent, so you’ve got some-
one who understands the current 
market trends and how to build a 
strategy around those factors, so 
your house is set up to sell quickly.

50 Years Real Estate 
Experience 

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704
Worcester, MA 01609
774-230-3500 • 508-943-6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

PHARMACY OUTREACH
Helping MA Residents Lower Drug Costs
Providing Free Medication Information

CALL Today 1-866-633-1617

19 Foster Street, Worcester, MA 01608 | M-F 8:30 am to 5 pm
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TALES FROM BEYOND  tomdagostino.com

Abram’s Rock
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

 

This story is from our upcom-
ing book, Ghosts of King 
Philip’s War due out on 

July 22, 2024. The book is filled 
with legends, ghosts stories, and 

haunted places from the war and 
subsequent skirmishes that took 
place years after the last treaty was 
signed. If you are looking for a nice 
small hike with a lot of history and 
perhaps a ghost, Abram’s Rock is 
the perfect place to visit.  

   At the outset of King Philip’s 
War, several tribes chose to remain 
neutral for various reasons. Most of 
the converted, or praying Indians 
sided with the English. Members of 
the warring tribes often dissented 
and pledged their allegiance to the 

colonies much like the Tories of the 
American Revolution pledged their 
allegiance to the throne instead of 
fighting for independence from the 
mother country. This is the legend 
of one of those dissenters during 
King Philip’s War called Abram by 
the English.

Abram was a renegade Christian 
praying Indian who deserted the 
Wampanoags during the conflict 
in favor of siding with the English. 
Abram became very close friends 
with the English, so much so, 
that there were rumors circulat-
ing among the Wampanoag that 
he even had an English girlfriend. 
This made Philip, whose real 
name was Metacom, very angry as 
Abram knew much of Philip’s plans 
and strategies regarding the pro-
posed annihilation of the enemy. 
Philip sought to take Abram back 
and sent a search party out to find 
him. 

In the meantime, Abram had 
found a towering rock he used as 
a hiding place and lookout. The 
west side of the large boulder had a 
natural room formed by other large 
boulders. This was where he lived 
in seclusion for several months 
until he was found and captured. 
Philip, being merciful at the time, 
gave him a chance to live. Abram 
was given the choice of leaping 
from the massive formation three 
times or instant death. Abram 
chose to take a chance and leap 

from the rock. Some historians ar-
gue Abram voluntarily performed 
the act as a testament of his loyalty 
to Philip.

Tradition says he successfully 
completed the first and second 
leaps unscathed, but the third one 
became his demise. Legend has it 
that his ghost can be seen leap-
ing from the rock, then appearing 
again at the top for another leap. 
The third time the ghost attempts 
to leap, he vanishes. Perhaps he is 
still trying to complete the task he 
failed. Sometimes a dark silhouette, 
alleged to be the ghost of Abram, is 
seen at the top of the rock looking 
down as if contemplating whether 
to leap or not off the precipice. The 
shade then suddenly vanishes into 
thin air.

Whether a hike out to the rock 
reveals a ghost or not should not 
deter one from soaking up the his-
tory and atmosphere of the place.

Abram’s Rock is in Village Park 
behind the Swansea, Massachusetts 
Town Hall and Library complex 
at 81 Main St. The trail leading to 
the rock is easy and there are signs 
to follow. One trail heads straight 
toward the site while another 
takes hikers past the cemetery in 
a more circular route that is both 
pleasant and scenic. The natural 
room formation is still there and is 
called “Abram’s Bedroom” as that is 
where he allegedly lived during his 
months of hiding.

Contact Laura at 508-943-8784 
or by email at 

lgleim@theyankeexpress.com 
to advertise today!

Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!

Member FDIC        
Member DIF Simply Be�er.

Visit saversbank.com for more details or to apply online.

Effective with mortgage applications submitted beginning May 15, 2024.  360 monthly payments of $71.22 @ 7.689% APR 
for each $10,000 borrowed.  Rate subject to change without notice.  This payment example does not include any escrow 

requirements. If an escrow account is required or requested, the actual monthly payment will also include amounts for real estate 
taxes and homeowner’s insurance premiums and will result in an increase in the monthly payment. Contact the Bank for current 

rates and terms.  Subject property must be a 1-4 family, owner-occupied residence. Applications are subject to underwriting 
based on program guidelines. Minimum qualifying credit score of 700.  Mortgage and Note can be modified once during the 

first 60 months from the closing date.  At time of the modification request, mortgage payments must be current and mortgage 
payment history must be free from any delinquent payments.  Modification fee is $300.00 and will be collected at the time 

the modification agreement is signed.  Remaining principal and interest payments at modified interest rate will be based on 
the remaining outstanding loan term and the principal balance at the time of modification. Tax implications may apply.  Other 

restrictions may apply.  Product offering may be withdrawn at any time.  Subject to credit approval. 

800.649.3036

LEAP WITH CONFIDENCE
WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK

For a limited time only, if rates go down within 
the first 5 years of your mortgage, get a one-time 
rate adjustment, no refinancing required.

30-Year Fixed Rate
Mortgage Advantage             

375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 
5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

Please visit our website for ideas on your upcoming fence project

PVC Vinyl - 100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: 

Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

SPRING IS UPON US!
CHAIN LINK

Galvanized and Vinyl Coated

Custom Cedar GatesOrnamental Aluminum/Steel

COMPLETE LINE OF RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL FENCING

FENCING MATERIALS 
Available for the Do-It Yourself Install

We have been your official 
Eastern Illusions Dealer 

since 2005

Complete Life Of Residential & Commercial Fencing
375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

“Fencing materials 
always available for 

sale for the Do-It 
Yourself Install.”

Custom Cedar
Galvanized & Vinyl Coated 
Chain Link • Ornamental 

Aluminum & Steel
Please visit our website at nsfenceri.com 
for ideas on your upcoming fence project

100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

NOW OPEN
FOR THE

2016 SEASON
Get a Head Start on Your 
SpriNg prOjEct
Call to schedule an appointment. 
Visit our Webster for great deals!
www.nsfenceri.com

Professional Service & Installation
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HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

SMALL BATCH SPIRITS MADE IN CENTRAL MASS

SPI

CY

D I S T I L L E R Y

WATER

SPICY WATER DISTILLERY
108 ELM STREET

MILLBURY MA 01527
(508) 581-4234

spicywaterdistillery.com
@spicywaterdistillery

ARMORY VILLAGE VODKA
Orange

Habañero

BLACKSTONE
VALLEY

GIN

FIRE ISLAND
AGAVE SPIRIT

SUNKEN ISLAND RUM
ESPRESSO
MAPLE

ELM
STREET

LIMONCELLO

...AND MORE
TO COME!

•Family-Owned  •Repairs & Tune-Ups 
•Walk-Behinds  •Riding Mowers  •Garden Tractors

32 Boston Road, Sutton, MA   
(508) 917-8787  •  www.alexandersrepair.com

•Spring & Fall Equipment Changeovers 
• Blade Sharpening 

•Knowledge on all mower brands 
•Also servicing snowblowers and UTVs

 774-276-8830  Millbury, MA   
Jon Cammuso • ready-mow@yahoo.com

Mobile Lawn & 
Garden Tractor 

Maintenance

Working Together To Better Serve The Blackstone Valley Area!Working Together To Better Serve The Blackstone Valley Area!Zion 
Lutheran 
Church 
Summer 
Services
Z ion Lutheran Church, 70 

Main Street, Oxford has be-
gun holding Sunday morn-

ing services in their beautiful out-
door chapel (weather permitting).  
Service begins at 8:45 AM with 
Holy Communion.  Our space 
has benches but please feel free to 
bring your own lawn chair. 

Please note that Zion and the 
Church of the Reconciliation 
in Webster have joint worship 
services on the third Sunday of 
each month.  July 21st will be at 
Reconciliation and August 18th 
will be at Zion.  Both services 
start at 10:00 AM.

For further information, please 
contact the Zion church office at 
508-987-1248.

All are welcome.

Steamers at Sunset
The Blackstone Valley Cham-

ber of Commerce is holding 
its annual Steamers at Sun-

set Event at The Barn at Blissful 

Meadows Golf Club, 801 Choco-
log Road, Uxbridge from 5:30 

– 7:30 p.m. on August 14. This 
signature event is a celebration of 
summer with friends, colleagues 
and chamber members. Enjoy 

great food, 
music and 
fun activities. 
Don your 
finest Hawai-
ian attire 
for a chance 
to win the 
coveted 
Golden Lob-
ster Award!   
Lobster din-
ner tickets 
are $110 for 
members 
($135 future 
member) 
steak tickets 
are $90 
($120), 
chicken 
tickets are 
$80 ($110)  
and a Beyond 
Burger  
vegetarian 
option is $75 
($100).  

Your ticket includes a variety 
of passed hors d’oeuvres and a 

choice of steamers or corn chow-
der.  All dinners include a garden 
salad, your pre-selected choice of 
steamers or corn chowder, baked 
potato, summer vegetable and 
light dessert. Cash bar available. 
Lobster is market price. RSVP by 
August 7.

To register, visit the BVCC 
website at www.blackstonevalley.
org/event/

WILBUR-BROTHERS.COM     •     WILBURBROTHERS@GMAIL.COM

Contact Laura at 508-943-8784 or by email at 
lgleim@theyankeexpress.com to advertise today!
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THE CAR DOCTOR  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR
continued on page 17 

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA  • 508-736-9482 • anythingautowebster.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS

SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR

KNOCKS & NOISES

AFTER MARKET
HEATING/COOLING

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

OIL CHANGES

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change

“Where  Summer Gladly  Shines its Countenance Upon The Valley“Where  Summer Gladly  Shines its Countenance Upon The Valley!!””

U-KNIGHTED

Yearly oil changes are a must even if vehicle 
is seldom driven
Q. I have about 1,000 miles on 

my 2005 Corvette since the 
last oil change two years 

ago. Do I need to get oil change for 
the upcoming car show season and 
driving season? Also, we flushed 
the coolant and added fresh 
Dex-Cool-antifreeze three years 
ago, is that okay and should it be 

changed? 

A. I am a big believer in yearly 
oil changes even when a 
car only goes limited miles. 

Oil does not deteriorate sitting but 
short drives can contaminate oil. 
One alternative to low mileage oil 
changes is periodic oil analysis. 

Having a lab check an oil sample 
will tell you about the overall oil 
quality and contamination. As for 
the coolant, generally Dex-Cool 
is a coolant with a lifespan of five 
years.

Q. A vague haze seems to 
accumulate on the inside 
of our windshields. On 

days of temperature change and 
humidity the inside windshield 
fogs. Fortunately, the defroster 
clears it efficiently. We are wonder-
ing why this happens. A few wipes 
with SprayWay glass cleaner will 
clean it off until the next episode. 
This recent time that I changed 
my cabin filter I was advised that 
many times the filter is changed 
and sprayed with a scent. I did not 
scent my filter. Might this spray be 
the cause? 

A. As you pointed out, it is the 
temperature change that 
causes the issue. SprayWay 

and some people say shaving 
cream, works in the car just like it 
does to some extent on a bathroom 
mirror, it helps prevent the mois-
ture/steam build up or adhesion of 
moisture. Opening the windows 
slightly to adjust the temperature 
can help, as well as adjustment of 
the heater/air conditioner tem-
perature. But realistically it is just 
like fog on the road, moisture and 
temperature are the culprits. As for 
the filter, no I do not think that is 
the issue. 

Q I have read about things 
exploding inside cars in hot 
weather, such as spray paint, 

hand sanitizer, and even soda cans. 
Is this real or another urban myth? 
Also, how hot can it get in a car on 
a 90 degree day? 

A. One 
90-de-
gree 

day I left a 
thermometer 
in a car just to 
see how hot 
it would get. 
At the peak 
heat of the day about 2:30 the car 
reached about 135 degrees. The 
TV show MythBusters, busted the 
soda can myth stating it took over 
300 degrees for the can to burst. 
Most spray paint cans warn against 
storing at over 120 degrees. Hand 
sanitizer contains alcohol and is 
flammable but will take tempera-
tures higher than the interior of a 
car on a hot day to spontaneously 
combust. My advice combustible 
materials should never be stored 
in a vehicle. And most importantly 
never leave a child or pet in a hot 
car, heatstroke can happen in just a 
few minutes on a very hot day. 

Q. At about 27,000 miles my 
wife was told by the dealer 
that her 2018 Subaru Lega-

cy required rear brakes at a cost of 
about $700. I always thought that 
the front brakes wore out before 
the rear ones. I also thought that 
there is a law that requires the 
installer to return the old parts to 
the owner if requested. 

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING  dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

529 plans offer benefits in all markets
A new school year will soon 

begin. And if you have 
young children, that means 

it’s one year closer to the day 
when they head off to college 
or some other post-secondary 
education or training. You might 
be preparing for that day with a 

529 educa-
tion savings 
plan — but 
should you 
be con-
cerned if 
you need to 
start taking 
withdrawals 
to pay for 
education 
expenses 

when the financial markets are 
volatile?

Long-term investment vehicles 
based on the financial markets, 
like a 529 plan, will always fluctu-
ate in value. If you’ve had a 529 
plan for many years, you’ve prob-
ably invested money when the 
market has been up, down and 
flat. In fact, during down periods, 
it’s often a good time to invest, 
because your dollars buy more 
shares than they could when 
prices are up. Your hope is that, 

over the years, your 529 plan will 
gain enough to overcome the 
short-term declines in value.

 In any case, you'll want to keep 
in mind the key benefit of 529 
plans: Earnings and withdraw-
als are federally tax free when 
the money is used for qualified 
education expenses for college 
and some trade school programs. 
And your state may give you an 
income tax deduction or a credit 
for your 529 plan contributions. 
In some states, a 529 plan can be 
used for K-12 schooling as well.

You have another incentive to 
keep your 529 plan intact despite 
temporary drops in value. Specif-
ically, if you withdraw money and 
don’t use it for eligible education 
expenses, your withdrawal may 
be subject to a 10% penalty, in 
addition to state and federal in-
come taxes. That could be a high 
price to pay for a move that may 
not be in your best interest. After 
all, if you were to move your 529 
plan money into a minimal-risk 
asset, such as some type of cash 
vehicle, you could sacrifice some 
of the growth potential you might 
need to meet the high costs of 
higher education.

Many 529 plans offer invest-

ment portfolios that gradually 
become more risk averse as the 
beneficiary gets closer to col-
lege age. A financial advisor can 
discuss the investment options 
with you.

While this investment feature 
doesn’t guarantee you’ll have 
complete immunity from finan-
cial market volatility, it can help 
reduce its impact when you need 
access to the money.

Here’s one more point to keep 
in mind: Just because you’ve 
planned to access your 529 plan 
when your child reaches 18, or 
whatever age they begin their 
post-secondary education, you’re 
not required to take money out at 
that point. You can keep your 529 
plan intact until you feel more 
comfortable making withdrawals, 
though you’ll need to consider 
how this decision will affect your 
ability to help pay for your child’s 
education.

The financial markets will 
always be in some type of flux, 
but don’t let these movements 
deter you from sticking with a 
529 plan — it’s still one of the 
best investments you can make in 
your child’s future.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advi-

sor at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or den-
nis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.
com.  Edward Jones Member SIPC

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 16

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

PProfessional Car Cleaning rofessional Car Cleaning 
Motorcycles & BoatsMotorcycles & Boats

218 Worcester St., 218 Worcester St., N. GraftonN. Grafton
774-272-0815774-272-0815

www.catacchioautodetail.comwww.catacchioautodetail.com

Time to WASH OFF winterTime to WASH OFF winter
and give your car aand give your car a

DEEPDEEP
CLEAN!CLEAN!

Over 
40 years in
business

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

A. Generally, you are correct, 
the front brakes do about 
70 percent of the braking 

which is why they wear out faster. 
Still some cars will wear out rear 
brakes quicker than others. Some 
Honda Accords from 10 years ago 
were wearing out rear brake in as 
little as 20,00 miles. Regarding the 
returning of old parts. In Massa-
chusetts where I live, you have the 
right to your old parts back if you 
request them. If the repair shop 
must return the old parts to the 
parts manufacturer or another en-
tity under a warranty arrangement 
or core charge, then you have the 

right to inspect the parts before 
they are returned. 

Q. I have been having this 
issue with my car lately and 
no one has a clear answer 

for it. And one of my neighbors 
told me to reach out to you about 
this issue. It is a 2018 Honda CRV 
LX AWD making horn sound only 
after using A/C and turning off 
the engine. My Honda dealer said 
there is a hole in the radiator, and 
it is causing this sound, but I do 
not see any coolant leaking, engine 
overheating and coolant level is 
stable. The A/C works fine, dealer 
claims that AC compressor is fine, 
and wants to charge me $1430 for 
replacing the radiator, and I feel 
like it would not resolve the is-
sue. Please help me find a solution.

A. I agree that it is not the 
radiator for all the issues 
you stated. I believe it is the 

air conditioner expansion valve 
that is causing the noise. The part 
is $100 and about 1.5 hours to re-
place it plus a refrigerant recovery 
and recharge. Still, it should be 
checked just to make sure it is not 
some other odd, part failure. In 
case it comes up I believe the AC 
compressor on that vehicle has a 
warranty extension from 3 years 
to 10 years-no mileage limita-
tions due to premature failure. 
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Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time 
for publication. Email your calendar or 
event notice to news@theyankeexpress.
com. 

SATURDAYS, THROUGH AUGUST 31 
• Douglas Farmers Market from 9 a.m. – 

noon. Rain or Shine. Held at the historically 
significant E. N. Jenckes Store Museum, 
283 Main Street, Douglas.  Explore various 
vendors and support local businesses. Visit 
the museum and learn about preservation

SATURDAY, AUG. 3
• Collectibles, Cards, and Craft Show Coming 
to Charlton. Charlton City United Methodist 
Church (74 Stafford Street, Charlton) will once 
again host Dynamic Collectibles, Cards, and 
Craft Show from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Planned as a 
quarterly event, the show will be jam-packed 
with vendors and feature lunch, baked goods, 
and other goodies. The previous show, held 
in May, attracted over 150 people. Entrance is 
free, but purchases support a number of non-
profit organizations partnered with Charlton 
City UMC. Partial proceeds will support Abby’s 
House in Worcester, a heat fuel assistance 
program for Charlton seniors, and UMCOR (the 
Methodist disaster relief agency. Donations 

will also be collected at the door for Target 
ALS. Further information, including vendor 
inquiries: Joe Dupont. joedupont@dynamic-
cardcollectors.com.
• Get a dose of a wider range of classic rock 
from the Great Garage Band
Reunion from 5-8 p.m. (Rain date: Aug 17.)
Dudley Grange is next to Nichols College, 
139 Center Road, Dudley.
Shows are free and sponsored by the Dudley 
and Massachusetts Cultural Councils. Bring 
a picnic (no alcohol) or get some snacks 

from the bake table and enjoy!

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
• The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce invites members and prospective 
members for its signature event, “Steamers 
at Sunset” held at The Barn at Blissful 
Meadows Golf Club , 801 Chockalog Road, 
Uxbridge.  The event runs from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Lobster, steak, chicken or vegetar-
ian  options. Prices range from $75 - $110 
for members, higher for preospective 
members.  Passed hors d’oeuvres, choice of 
steamers or corn chowder. Garden salad, 
baked potato, summer vegetable and light 
dessert. Cash bar. RSVP by August 7.

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
• Coin Show at the VFW Post 1385. 13 Cross 
Road, Uxbridge. 3-7 p.m. Free Admission, 
Free Appraisals

The Indian Ranch Box Offi  ce is open Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 10AM - 3PM. Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508-943-3871. 
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfi eld. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

AUGUST 4 • 1:30PM

AUGUST 9 • 7PM AUGUST 10 • 12:15PM AUGUST 18 • 1PMAUGUST 11 • 1PM

AUGUST 24 • 1PM

AUGUST 23 • 7PM

SEPTEMBER 7 • 1PM SEPTEMBER 22 • 12PM SEPTEMBER 29 • 1PM

AUGUST 3 • 1PMAUGUST 2 • 7PMJULY 27 • 1PM

AUGUST 31 • 12PM

DRAW THE LINE
THE ONLY AEROSMITH  ENDORSED TRIBUTE BAND

BEYOND PURPLE  
BURNING SKY BAD COMPANY TRIBUTE BAND

COLD AS ICE FOREIGNER TRIBUTE BAND

PINK HOUSES JOHN COUGAR MELLENCAMP TRIBUTE

DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE BAND (PLUS HITS 
FROM WHITESNAKE, RAINBOW & DIO)

TICKETS
ARE ON

SALE NOW!

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

For complete schedule and tickets, visit www.IndianRanch.com

SOLD OUT!

FEATURING:
Redneck Castaway  Band – A Tribute to 

Kenny Chesney

BAND PERFORMANCES BY:
Lexi James & Wildheart, 

Houston Bernard, Nate Ramos, 
Red Solo Cup – A Tribute to Toby Keith

ACOUSTIC PERFORMANCES BY:
Kevin Herchen, Whitney Doucet 

PLUS – A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY:
Ricky Duran

Email functions@samuelslaters.com
or visit 

www.samuelslaters.com/
private-functions

From small groups to large 
gatherings, we accommodate 

all party sizes

BOOK YOUR 
PRIVATE EVENT 

TODAY!

For reservations, menus, 
and more information, visit 

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
LAKESIDE DINING

200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

SUMMER HOURS:
WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY

(12PM - 9PM)

SUNDAY
(12PM - 8PM)

Lake Tours and 
Specialty Cruises

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT
WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

CRUISING WEBSTER LAKE •  200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE ...................................................JUL 26 • 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................JUL 27 • 10AM
YACHT ROCK DANCE PARTY CRUISE
WITH CHUCK PERKS ............................................................JUL 27 • 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 2 • 4PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 3 • 10AM
SUNSET CRUISE ....................................................................AUG 3 • 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 4 • 11AM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 9 • 4PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 10 • 10AM
SUNSET CRUISE ....................................................................AUG 10 • 7:15PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 11 • 10AM
SUNSET CRUISE ....................................................................AUG 16 • 7:15PM
CHILLIN IN THE 90’S CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS .........AUG 17 • 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 18 • 10AM
LAKE TOUR CRUISE ..............................................................AUG 23 • 4PM
MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE ...................................................AUG 29 • 6:30PM
SUNSET CRUISE ....................................................................AUG 30 • 6:45PM
SUNSET CRUISE ....................................................................AUG 31 • 6:45PM
SUNSET CRUISE ....................................................................SEP 6 • 6:45PM
BOOGIE NIGHTS/DISCO DANCE PARTY CRUISE
WITH CHUCK PERKS ............................................................SEP 18 • 6:30PM
MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE ...................................................SEP 26 • 6:30PM
HALLOWEEN BOOS CRUISE WITH CHUCK PERKS ..........OCT 18 • 6:30PM

BARTLETT REUNION
BARTLETT HIGH SCHOOL, WEBSTER, 
CLASS OF 1974 is holding its 50th Reunion 
on August 16, 2024. For more information, call 
Donna K. at 508-389-3181

Free Barbecue & PicnicFree Barbecue & Picnic
Hamburgers, 

Hot Dogs, Salads, 
Desserts, 

BYOB

Friday, July 26Friday, July 26
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

StSt.. Louis Church Louis Church
16 Lake St.

Webster

Music by Vity-Pop and LatinoMusic by Vity-Pop and Latino
Join the spirit and community of St. Louis ChurchJoin the spirit and community of St. Louis Church

Raffles!
Games for

Kids!

ALLALL

WELCOME!
WELCOME!

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  • Lawnmower Repair
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        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction
• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins • lawn Care

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs • MulCh

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

Right to Shelter Program Costing MA Taxpayers $1.4 billion with 
an additional $1 billion this fiscal year due to Immigration Influx 

State Sen. Ryan Fattman (R-
Sutton) and State Rep. Paul 
Frost (R-Auburn) have been 

appointed to the Special Com-
mission on Emergency Housing 
Assistance Program by the Senate 
Minority and House Minority 
Leaders. The Special Commis-
sion on Emergency Housing 
Assistance Programs, pursuant 
to section 23 of chapter 88 of 
the acts of 2024, will “study and 
make recommendations on: (i) 
the sustainability, efficiency, and 
effectiveness of the emergency 
housing assistance program; (ii) 
how to best support and ensure 
the long-term sufficiency of those 
seeking shelter; and (iii) creating 
a regional based response to sup-

port families in need of shelter.” 
“Despite raising concerns then 

about this crisis, the legislative 
leaders have failed to act. Not 
only did they fail to include a res-
idency requirement, they failed 
to establish prioritization for the 
hardworking, taxpaying families 
of Massachusetts.” Sen. Fattman 
said. “This Commission has the 
opportunity to make course cor-
rections and bring an innovative 
approach to the housing crisis we 
are seeing across the Common-
wealth, both from the influx of 
migrant families and the costs of 
living increases for Massachusetts 
families. We have been charged 
with making recommendations 
and to mine focus on an off-ramp 

from this influx because it is not 
fiscally sustainable.” 

Rep. Frost commented, “This 
commission needs to look long 
and hard at some of the solutions 
we have offered. Nothing will 
improve until we stop the influx 
of those coming from out of state 
and becoming eligible for the 
Emergency Shelter Program the 
day they arrive in Massachusetts. 
It is unsustainable and out of 
control. The incentive for groups 
at the U.S. border to continue to 

send migrant families to our state 
needs to be ended by a residency 
requirement. The waiting list also 
needs to prioritize long-standing 
residents of our state who need 
this program versus those here 
for a day.”

“I look forward to working 
with the other members of this 
commission to come up with 
realistic solutions and for frank 
conversations about this problem, 
which is going to cost a billion 
dollars and more if nothing is 

done,” Rep. Frost continued. 
The first meeting of the Com-

mission took place on Thursday, 
July 18 when all members of 
the Commission were sworn in. 
More meetings will be scheduled 
throughout the rest of the year. 
Sen. Fattman and Rep. Frost 
look forward to continuing these 
conversations and seeking solu-
tions that benefit Massachusetts 
families and residents

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!


