
A Green Thumb
By Sean Sullivan

Mike Butera of  Natick spent 
a long career in the discipline of  
landscaping. 

Now retired, he’s passed on 
his company to family. 

Yet a thumb that green 
doesn’t fade so easily. Butera’s 

home garden at 11 Greenleaf  
Road is a gardener’s wonderland. 
From vegetables to exotic flowers, 
it’s bloomed like no other. Here 
are some choice scenes.
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Creativity and Recovery
By Sean Sullivan

“To be an artist is to believe 
in life,” said famous sculptor 
Henry Moore.

Natick’s 7-year-old Eme-
lie Brosnihan already counted 
crafts and creativity among her 
favored hobbies. And when her 
family received a most-unwel-
come diagnosis a few years ago, 
she would put her art to use in 
coping with the hard months 
ahead.  

In the summer of  2022, 
Emelie experienced stomach 
pain and a bump was discov-
ered on her right side. Tests re-
vealed a form of  kidney cancer, 
and she soon began treatment 
at Dana Farber Cancer Insti-
tute, including chemotherapy.

Dana Farber staff discovered 
that year during Emelie’s regu-
lar visits that she was adept and 
interested in arts and crafts. 
The facility provides such re-
sources for children undergoing 
treatments - welcome diver-
sions from the serious work of  
doctors and clinicians.

“Dana Farber is an incred-
ible place,” said Kate Brosni-
han, mom to Emelie. 

It was then suggested that 
Emelie submit some drawings 
of  her own for a local fundrais-
ing drive. The chosen artwork 
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would be featured on reusable 
bags sold at Homegoods stores 
and proceeds from their sale 
would go toward helping fam-
ilies with children coping with 
cancer and other ailments. The 
drive was organized in partner-
ship with the Jimmy Fund.

“I drew a panda eating wa-
termelon and a fish,” said Eme-
lie. On one bag, a roly-poly 
panda bear is pictured munch-
ing on a juicy slice of  summer 
fruit. On another, a colorful fish 
swims in a sea of  blue. Panda 
bears and watermelon are a 
few of  Emelie’s favorite things, 
she said.

She drew a half-dozen de-
signs for the contest, all ad-
hering to a prescribed theme. 
Young artists were encouraged 
to create works that spoke to 
summer. Among Emelie’s of-
ferings were a popsicle and hi-
biscus flower.

She worked on her designs 
last summer, and her winning 
drawings were featured on lim-
ited-edition reusable shopping 

bags in June of  this year, just in 
time for the sweltering vacation 
season. In between last summer 
and this one, Emelie attended 
first grade full time during fall, 
winter and spring.

Emelie’s prognosis is promis-
ing, her monthly visits to Dana 
Farber now a thing of  the past. 
Those checkups had evolved 
over the months to quarterly 
visits, and have recently be-
come even less frequent. It’s a 
sign that treatments have been 
effective, that life is slowly re-
turning to normal.

Emelie has travelled so far 
this summer to a vacation on 
Cape Cod, and a trip to visit 
family in California. Soon, 
she’ll attend the “Hole in the 
Wall Gang Camp,” a residen-
tial summer getaway geared 
toward children coping with 
chronic illness. The camp was 
founded in 1988 by legendary 
actor and philanthropist Paul 
Newman.   

“So, she’s doing really well,” 
said Kate
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Lara Jones   •   617.650.1694
LaraJonesHomes@gmail.com

As life evolves, so do your housing needs.
Whether it’s downsizing, upsizing, relocating,

or simply finding a home that perfectly
fits your current lifestyle.

SELLING, BUYING, RENTING?
I CAN HELP!

Contact me today for a FREE
no-obligation consultation!

MassBay Partners with Natick High to Launch STEM 
Tech Career Academy

MassBay Community College 
is excited to announce a new part-
nership with Natick High School 
to establish the STEM Tech Ca-
reer Academy. This innovative 
program, made possible by a $1 
million Massachusetts Executive 
Office of  Education grant, is de-
signed to increase interest in and 
provide access to STEM college 
coursework for students of  color, 
students with disabilities, low-in-
come students, and first-genera-
tion students aspiring to pursue 
STEM-related careers. This grant 
will engage students beginning in 
grade 9 and continue to support 
them through high school gradua-
tion, providing college coursework 
during the regular high school day 
that aligns with MassBay’s Engi-
neering and Life Sciences degree 
programs. This collaboration aims 
to equip students with the knowl-
edge and skills needed for college 
degrees and careers in high-de-
mand STEM fields.

“We are extremely grateful for 
this STEM Career Academy grant 
and the incredible opportunities 
it will provide students at Natick 

High School,” said MassBay 
STEM Tech Career Academy’s 
program manager, Jen McAndrew. 
“We know that early college ex-
periences significantly impact stu-
dents’ success in higher education. 
This academy will offer a solid and 
in-demand career track, enhancing 
students’ marketability for future 
job prospects.”

The STEM Tech Career Acad-
emy team at MassBay began collab-
orating with Natick High School in 
the fall of  2023 to recruit students 
and train Natick High teachers in 
the interdisciplinary life science 
and engineering curriculum. Thir-
ty-two STEM Tech scholars will 
be participating in this first cohort 
of  the program. Students in grades 
9 and 10 will be exposed to both 
disciplines, with students com-
mitting to either the life sciences 
or engineering pathway in grade 
11. This program provides Natick 
High School students with practi-
cal college experience while still in 
high school. It also provides student 
support, enrichment activities, and 
experiential learning opportuni-
ties. In 12thgrade, students will 

take at least one class on MassBay’s 
Wellesley Hills campus.

On Monday, June 17, the pro-
gram kicked off with a visit to 
ABI-LAB in Natick. The following 
week students will visit the Natick 
Soldier Systems Center. These field 
trips will provide this first cohort of  
scholars with the opportunity to 
meet each other and program staff, 
tour the facilities, hear from STEM 
professionals, and learn about 
STEM careers firsthand.

“We are very excited to kick 
start the STEM Tech Career Acad-
emy here at Natick High School,” 
said Natick High School Science 
Department Chair, Dan Hinnen-
kamp. “To provide students with 
additional science pathways that 
overlap and give college credit, is 
a very exciting endeavor here at 
NHS. This grant has provided ev-
eryone with such great resources, I 
am very excited to follow the path 
and evolution of  this program.”

The STEM Tech Career Acad-
emy reflects a shared commitment 
to expanding access to STEM ed-
ucation and career pathways for 
underrepresented students, ensur-

ing they are well-prepared for the 
future.

One Natick High School fresh-
man accepted into the program 
explained, “I have always been in-
terested in STEM and I am always 
seeking opportunities to expand my 
knowledge. I find this Engineering 
and Life Science course exciting, 
and I think it will open up new pos-
sibilities. I am interested in this pro-
gram because I believe it will add 

value by providing me with differ-
ent STEM related experiences like 
projects, research, industry expo-
sure, and practical knowledge to 
build my skills. I believe that this 
program will help me gain the 
necessary skills to move me closer 
to achieving my goal. I am excited 
about attending this program and 
am looking forward to learning 
new things!”

https://www.massbay.edu/stemtech
https://www.massbay.edu/stemtech
https://www.massbay.edu/stemtech
https://www.massbay.edu/stemtech
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Spark Parenting Event
Shame Proof Parenting: Back to School Success

Event Date: Tuesday, August 
13th at 7PM EST

Event Location: Online Webi-
nar via Zoom

Event Description: The end 
of  summer marks a time of  
transition and big feelings for 
both children and parents/care-
givers. Clinical social worker, 
author, and parent coach Dr. 
Mercedes Samudio, LCSW, 
DSW, will offer supportive and 
practical tips to empower fami-
lies in using their unique parent-
ing style to set up the school year 

for success, including:
Promoting positive communi-

cation with your child
Addressing anxiety and pro-

moting resilience 
Managing social media and 

technology (in an empowering 
way)

Feel free to share your ques-
tions in advance, as there will be 
a Q + A portion of  the program. 
Please note this program will not 
be recorded, so make sure to join 
us live on Tuesday, 8/13 at 7pm 
ET!

Registration Link: https://
sparkshameproofparenting.
eventbrite.com

ACCEPT Education 
Collaborative Learning 
Center Receives $75,000 
Skills Capital Grant

Executive Director Dr. Donna 
Flaherty is pleased to announce 
that the ACCEPT Educational 
Collaborative has been awarded 
a $75,000 Skills Capital Grant, 
courtesy of  the Healey-Driscoll 
administration. 

On Monday, June 10, nearly 
$15 million in Skills Capital 
Grants were awarded to schools 
across the state to support them 
in upgrading technology and 
instructional lab spaces, expand-
ing career programs for young 
people and adults and increasing 
capacity in workforce training 
programs across Massachusetts.

The $75,000 in funding will 
be used to expand ACCEPT’s 
college and career learning op-
portunities through the purchase 
of  zSpace technology. zSpace is 
a mixed-reality technology that 
combines virtual and augmented 
reality, allowing users to experi-
ence a life-like, virtual learning 
environment. This technology in-
creases students’ curiosity, critical 
thinking and engagement, and 
deepens understanding of  course 
materials.  

Through the use of  zSpace, 
ACCEPT is developing expo-

sure to entry-level positions in the 
healthcare industry, newly devel-
oped course work and early in-
troduction to a college classroom 
environment. 

The Skills Capital Grants are 
awarded by the state’s Workforce 
Skills Cabinet, which aligns edu-
cation, economic development, 
and workforce policies to meet 
employers’ demand for skilled 
workers in every region of  Mas-
sachusetts. The competitive 
grants are awarded to educa-
tional institutions demonstrating 
partnerships with local businesses 
and aligning curriculum and cre-
dentials with industry demand to 
maximize hiring opportunities.

“I would like to offer a sincere 
thank you to the Healey-Driscoll 
administration for awarding the 
ACCEPT Educational Collab-
orative Center this generous 
grant,”  Executive Director Fla-
herty said. “This grant will prove 
to be invaluable to all of  our stu-
dents in their pursuit of  learning, 
and we appreciate everything the 
administration has done to place 
the utmost importance on their 
education.” 
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NATICK HOME IMPROVEMENT

Detailed & Meticulous • Reasonable Rates
CALL MAURICIO  508.202.8602

• Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
• Basement Finished
• Window & Door Replacement
• Wood Flooring Installation & Refinishing
• Deck Replacement and Repair
• Siding - Roof 
• Masonry – Walk Way & Patio
• Power Washing   •   Painting   •   Carpentry
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RonsTire.com Ron Saponaro
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Framingham, MA 01702

Tel: 508-872-2266
Fax: 508-872-2011

Email: ronstire@rcn.com

Full Heating and 
Air Conditioning Service

Serving Natick for over 30 years

A/C Tune-Up Special $129.95

Call today to schedule service

781-239-9912
targetairsystems.com

Bacon Free Library August 2024
Library Hours
Monday through Friday, 9:30-5:30 

with extended hours on Tuesday until 
7:00pm

The BFL will be closed on Satur-
days in the summer. 

Curbside pickup is available during 
all open hours

Check our website for the most up-
to-date information and to register for 
programs:  https://baconfreelibrary.org

Children’s Programs
Story Time -- Mondays and 

Tuesdays @ 10am -- We’ll feature a 
combination of  stories for listening 
and songs for singing & dancing.  
Held outside (unless it rains).

Baby Time -- Wednesdays @ 
10am --  Join us for a cozy story 
time filled with lap bounces, 
rhymes, songs, and simple stories. 
Geared toward infants and young 

toddlers with their grownups. Al-
ways held indoors.  

Jammin with You -- Fri-
days, Aug 2nd, Aug 9th, & Aug 
23rd @ 10:30am -- Be prepared 
to laugh, dance, sing, and jam your 
way through 30 minutes of  non-
stop family fun! Held outside (un-
less it rains)

Read to a Dog -- Friday,  Au-
gust 16th, 3:00-4:15pm -- Kids can 
build confidence and practice their 
reading skills by reading out loud 
to a registered therapy dog! Chil-
dren ages 5 and up can sign up for 
a 15-minute reading session with 
Sophie, a gentle golden retriever 
who loves belly rubs, stories, and 
cuddles. Registration is required.

Goats & Giggles -- Friday, Aug 
2nd @ 2-3pm -- Play and cuddle 
with some curious and friendly 
baby goats outside on the library 

lawn! The Farmer’s Helpers pro-
gram from Chip-in Farm will be 
bringing their goats to the BFL for 
a visit.

All ages are welcome. Please 
note that participants may be re-
quired to wait in line, as the num-
ber of  people interacting with the 
goats at a time will be limited for 
the animals’ comfort and safety. 
We’ll provide coloring pages 
and some farm-themed books to 
browse while waiting.

Professor Bugman’s In-
sect Safari -- Weds, Aug 7th @ 
2:30pm -- Come explore the ar-
thropod biodiversity outside in your 
own community with a real ento-
mologist! Professor Bugman will 
bring the equipment and expertise; 
you bring the curiosity!

This program will take place 
outdoors and is geared toward 

ages 4-12. Registration is re-
quired.

Buildwave Workshop -- Mon-
day, Aug 12th @ 2pm -- Build and 
have fun in this creative, hands-on 
workshop that encourages play and 

collaboration. Participants will be 
given wave after wave of  kits filled 
with different building materials to 

LIBRARY
continued on page 7 
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Lawn Mowing
Mulching
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Spring &
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STONEWORK
Patios

Steps   •  Walls
Walkways
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 FREE
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  508.202.8602
  mbremermann@yahoo.com

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Summer Cleanout is Greener with Affordable Junk Removal
There are plenty of  reasons 

to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe walking through your 
basement has gotten difficult 
or there is no more room in the 
attic? Perhaps you are planning 
to move, and you need to declut-
ter before your open house? 

Figuring out who to call can 
be challenging. If  you contact 
one of  the big haulers, they 
route you to a phone center 
where they’ve never even heard 
of  your town, plus their pricing 
seems vague and full of  extra 
fees. No wonder you’ve let the 
stuff pile up—it’s too much of  a 
hassle to get rid of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of  every-
thing.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and 
working nights and weekends 
when he could. As the years 
rolled on, his business grew, but 
his commitment to customer 
service never wavered. Now he’s 
got a staff of  ten, along with 
eight trucks, servicing eastern 
and central Massachusetts and 
northern Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 

or office is overflowing with 
stuff, take back your space and 
let the pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have han-
dled it all. They’ve dismantled 
above-ground pools, hauled 
away ancient hot tubs, taken 
down old fencing, and stripped 
away worn carpeting. They’ll 
come for a single item, or they’ll 
clean out an entire house. And 
they can take almost anything. 
They can’t accept hazardous 
materials, brush, dirt, or con-
crete, but everything else is fair 
game for them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle or 
donate items. Only after he tries 
to repurpose items do they end 
up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable 
Junk Removal is simple. First, 
you can load stuff yourself  if  you 
want by renting a 15-cubic-yard 
dumpster for a week and chuck-
ing up to a ton of  your unwanted 
stuff. If  you need to get rid of  
more weight, then Jay prorates 
that tonnage—you never pay for 
what you don’t use.

If  you don’t want to be both-

ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of  
your unwanted things if  you pile 
it up. Or if  you don’t want to lift 
a finger, then you can point at 
the items, and the team will fill 
up their truck and haul away 
your unwanted things. However 
you do it, you’re left with more 
space and more peace of  mind.

Jay and his team beat the big 
waste haulers on both price and 
customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone 
call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 

is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for 
an appointment. There aren’t 
any hidden costs or surprise fees 
with Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 
fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 
job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day 
service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 
Holliston. It’s not uncommon 
for someone to reach Jay at the 
restaurant, order a sandwich, 
and then schedule a junk re-
moval appointment. Yes, the 
local small business really can 
handle everything!

Contact Affordable Junk 
Removal and let a local small 
business take care of  everything 
for you. Call Jay Schadler at (774) 
287-1133 or visit us online at  
www.affordablejunkremoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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I am amazed at how quickly 
New England’s weather can 
change. In late April, we com-
plained that it was unseason-
ably cold and we were receiving 
abundant rain. Now, it is hot and 
muggy, and we are in a drought. 
Summer droughts can signifi-
cantly impact grass, leading to 
several visible and physiologi-
cal changes. Here are some key 
points to consider:

Effects of Summer Drought on Grass:

1. Discoloration: During a 
drought, grass often turns 
brown or yellow due to a 
lack of  water. This discol-
oration indicates that the 
grass is going dormant to 
conserve resources.

2. Growth Slowdown: Grass 
growth slows significantly 
during a drought as the 
plant conserves water and 
energy. New shoots and 
blades may be sparse or ab-
sent.

3. Soil Compaction: Dry con-
ditions can lead to soil com-
paction, making it harder 
for roots to access water and 
nutrients.

4. Root System: Grass’s root 
system can be severely af-
fected. Shallow roots may 
dry out quickly, while 
deeper roots may struggle 
to find sufficient moisture.

5. Increased Weed Growth: 
Weeds often have deeper 
root systems and are more 
drought-tolerant, causing 
them to take over the lawn 
during drought conditions.

Management Strategies:

1. Watering: Water deeply 
but infrequently to encour-
age more profound and 
deeper root growth. Early 
morning watering reduces 
evaporation losses and pro-
tects against fungus in hot, 
humid weather.

2. Mowing: Raise the mow-
ing height to reduce stress 
on the grass. Taller grass 
shades the soil, reducing 
evaporation and promot-
ing more profound/deeper 
root growth.

3. Aeration & Overseeding: 
In the fall, aerate the lawn 
to reduce soil compaction 
and improve water infiltra-
tion. Overseed to thicken 
the lawn and choke out 
weeds and invasive grasses, 
introducing newer and 
healthier grass to comple-
ment the existing grass.

4. Drought-Tolerant Grass 
Species: Consider plant-
ing drought-tolerant grass 
varieties better adapted to 
survive dry conditions.

5. Fertilization: Avoid fertil-
izing during drought con-
ditions, as this can further 
stress the grass. Fertilize 
during recovery periods 
when adequate moisture is 
available.

6. Top Dress: In the fall, add 
compost to the lawn before 
seeding to help thicken it, 
along with aeration and 
overseeding.

Proper lawn care and manage-
ment practices can help mitigate 
the effects of  drought and pro-
mote grass recovery once normal 
moisture conditions return. No 
one likes to see the damaging 
effects of  drought conditions. 
Applying some or all of  the strat-

egies above will significantly im-
prove the quality of  your grass 
over time. Supplemental water 
from an irrigation system is an-
other great way to fight the effects 
of  drought stress on the lawn.  

Information provided by Chris 
Hopkins, Greenleaf  Landscaping 
LLC — with 30 years of  experi-
ence serving all your landscaping 
needs.  Greenleaf  is a total green-
space management company. We 
design, build, and maintain beau-
tiful outdoor living spaces of  all 
sizes for discerning New England 
families. Talk to Greenleaf  today: 
774-421-9570

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Chris Hopkins

LANDSCAPE INSIGHTS

774-421-9570Green solutions that transform  
your outdoors into a beautiful  

and functional space
YourGreenleaf.com

landscaping
greenleaflandscaping

greenleaf

Landscape Design,  
Installation & Maintenance

Hardscapes & Irrigation
Trees, Shrubs & Plants 
Outdoor Living Spaces

**APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. **New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

Family owned and operated since 1954Family owned and operated since 1954

Service
•  Emergency  

service 24-7
•  Oil & propane 

fired  
equipment

Programs
•  Flexible pricing 

and budget 
programs

•  Ask about our 
Veteran, Military, 
First Responders 
discount

Fuels
• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

Installations
•  Oil & propane 

heating systems 
and water 
heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

Give us a call today! Give us a call today! 
800-649-5949 800-649-5949 
info@medwayoilpropane.cominfo@medwayoilpropane.com

Your neighbors have voted usYour neighbors have voted us    
GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!  

Call today to learn more about our services!Call today to learn more about our services!

FREE: 100 gallons of home  heating oil or 
propane* 
FREE: $100 Account credit towards your 
first  tune-up or service plan*

Be Sure to Ask Be Sure to Ask 
About our New About our New 

Customer ProgramCustomer Program

How to Mitigate the Effects of Summer Drought
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• Roofing
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
• Residential Rubber
• Flat Roofs

ONE CALL SENDS 
A ROOFER... 

NOT A SALESMAN

857-247-8709857-247-8709

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com • Rgreene465@gmail.com

Robert Roofing & GuttersRobert Roofing & Gutters

• Roofi ng
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
•  Residential

Rubber

857-247-8709

Robert Roofing
& Gutters

ONE CALL SENDS
A ROOFER...

NOT A SALESMAN

• FREE ESTIMATES
• LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofi ngandgutters.com
Rgreene465@gmail.com

NO GIMMICKS,
JUST HONEST PRICING!

THANK YOU TO
OUR CUSTOMERS
FOR VOTING US

#1 IN THE ENTIRE 
REGION AGAIN

THIS YEAR!

49 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Serving Walpole, Medfi eld,
Westwood, Dover, Sherborn,

Needham and surrounding towns.

NO GIMMICKS, 

JUST HONEST PRICING!

49 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

explore. 
Geared toward kids entering 

grades K to 6. Registration is re-
quired.

PJ Story Time -- Tuesday, Aug 
13th @ 6pm -- Put on your jam-
mies, grab a favorite stuffed ani-
mal, and join us for a cozy evening 
story time! All ages are welcome.

Button Making -- Weds, Aug 
14th, 2-4pm-- Stop by anytime be-
tween 2:00 and 4:00 to create your 
own cool button using our button 
maker! You can draw your own 
design or use a page from a dis-
carded book or magazine. All ages 
are welcome.

Stacey Peasley Concert -- Tues-
day, Aug 20th @ 5:30pm -- Let’s 
celebrate Summer Reading with 
BFL favorite, Stacey Peasley! With 
her creative lyrics, fun rhythms, 
and contagious energy, Stacey will 
infuse pure joy into your evening.

This concert will be outdoors 
on the BFL lawn, so bring a blan-
ket or chairs to get comfy. Feel free 
to bring a picnic dinner as well. 
**If  it rains, the show will be in-
doors at the Morse Institute Li-
brary.**

All Ages Programs
Featured art display, until Au-

gust 7th: Marie Picard Craig Art 
Exhibit -- Marie Craig uses cyano-
type, an early method of  photogra-
phy, to explore the overlap between 
concrete bodies, or still moments, 
and the life instilled in them. Her 
photographs capture places of  for-
mative choice, incorporating both 
intention and chance. Craig began 
her career as a medical photogra-
pher and illustrator after gradu-
ating from Clark University, MA 
with a master’s degree in biology. 
She later shifted her role to become 
a teacher, curator, photographer 
and gallerist, all in the fine art com-
munity. Marie has shown her work 
in numerous solo and group exhi-
bitions in the US and Australia. 
In 2011 she co-founded Fountain 
Street Gallery in Boston and serves 
as its director. She lives and works 
in Natick, MA

Featured art display, August 8th 
- Sept 18th: Mary Weafer Photog-
raphy -- Mary’s elegant photos cap-
ture art and nature in unique ways. 

Adult Programs
Garden Travel -- England: The 

Cotswolds, Cornwall, and Devon 
-- Tuesday, Aug 6th @ 6pm on 
Zoom -- Landscape photographer 
Joanne Pearson will be our guide 

through this armchair tour of  11 
gardens in southwestern England. 
Among the highlights are the 
much revered Arts and Crafts style 
garden at Hidcote; the last surviv-
ing rococo garden in England at 
Painswick; the inspiring gardens at 
Drogo Castle, the last castle ever 
built in England; and the remark-
able Eden Project.  This program 
will be held over zoom.  Register to 
receive the program link.

Maine Destinations for Stephen 
King Fans -- Tuesday, Aug 20th @ 
7pm on Zoom --  In this virtual pro-
gram, author Sharon Kitchens will 
discuss her new book, Stephen 
King’s Maine: A History & Guide. 
She’ll lead you on an exploration 
of  Maine locations that serve as the 
basis for Stephen King’s fictional 
towns of  Castle Rock, Jerusalem’s 
Lot, Derry, and Haven. Drawing 
on historical materials and conver-
sations with locals and people who 
know King, Kitchens talks about 
the places that would become 
the settings for Carrie, Salem’s 
Lot, The Dead Zone, Cujo, IT, 
and 11/22/63.   This program will 
be held over zoom.  Register to re-
ceive the program link.

The Indigenous Old World 
-- An Exploration of  Pre-Colom-
bian North America -- Weds, Aug 
21st @ 7pm on Zoom -- Christoph 

Strobel, Department Chair and 
Professor of  History at UMASS 
Lowell, will bring us into the Indig-
enous Old World: Before European 
colonization, North America was 
filled with cities, towns, and villages. 
Across the continent, Indigenous 
peoples produced architecture and 
monumental construction. The 
ancient and medieval communi-
ties of  North America were fed by 
agriculture. Moreover, Indigenous 
Americans actively managed their 
environment and participated in 
long distance exchange networks. 

This program will be held over 
Zoom.Register to receive the pro-
gram link. 

Food Explorers: Spring 
Rolls - Thurs, Aug 29th @ 
4pm -- Join Food Explorers for a de-
licious cooking program!  You’ll be 
making spring rolls with a registered 
dietitian. Learn how to soak and 
wrap your spring rolls and fill with 
an assortment of  fresh veggies, rice 
noodles, and soy sauce. The recipe 
is nut free but will contain soy.

This in-person cooking class is 
for ages 16 and older. Registration 
is required.

Adult Book & Film Clubs - reg-
istration required for all clubs

https://baconfreelibrary.org/
clubs-programs/

Mystery Book Club -- first 

Thursday of  the month @ 1pm on 
Zoom

August 1st: The Shape of  
Water by Andrea Camilleri

History Book Club -- sec-
ond Thursday of  the month @ 
11am on Zoom

August 8th: Four Lost Cities: a 
secret history of  the urban age by 
Annalee Newitz

Nonfiction Book Club -- fourth 
Saturday of  the month @ 10am on 
Zoom

August 24th:  Opposable 
Thumbs: How Siskel & Ebert 
changed movies forever by Matt 
Singer

Tuesday Night Book Club – the 
fourth Tuesday of  the month @ 
6:30 pm at the library

August 27th:  Erotic Stories for 
Punjabi Widows by Jaswal Balli 
Kaur

Cinephile Mondays -- last 
Monday of  the month @ 4pm on 
Zoom; watch and discuss films. 
Check the BFL website for the film 
of  the month and to register. 

Museum Passes
The Bacon Free Library and 

Morse Institute Library offer 
passes for free or reduced-ad-
mission to 30 local muse-
ums.  Check one out and plan 
your next day trip!

LIBRARY
continued from page 4

https://baconfreelibrary.org/event/buildwave-workshop-aug/
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Patios  •  Walkways
Retaining Walls

Outdoor Kitchens
Fire Pits  •  Pool Decks

 
LICENSED & INSURED

Schedule Your FREE Estimate
774.244.2566

EnjoyHomesma.com

Rediscover your backyard!
MASONRY & HARDSCAPES

Anthology of Natick
is now

Now operated by

LCB Senior Living:

More Than 25 Years 
of Excellence in MA

To learn more, schedule a 
visit and tour our beautiful 

community!

119 E Central Street, Natick
781-694-6997  |  residencenaticksouth.com

Independent, Assisted & Memory Care Living

August Events At Natick Community Senior Center
 For a complete listing of  our pro-

grams, please go to https://www.
natickma.gov/1049/Newsletter-Print-
and-E-blast

WONDRIUM GREAT 
COURSES- HYBRID

Please call to register 508-
647-6540. 

Join us for this weekly ex-
ploration every Tuesday from 
11:00am-noon of  a range of  
talks given by experts in their 
fields. Zoom from home or join 
us at the center to watch in per-
son. 

August 6- Listening to and 
Understanding Opera- Intro-
duction Words and Music part 1

August 13- Listening to and 
Understanding Opera- Intro-
duction Words and Music part 2

August 20- Listening to and 
Understanding Opera-Vocal 
Expression in Music part 1

August 27- Listening to and 
Understanding Opera- Vocal 
Expression in Music part 2

WEEKLY WALKS- TUES-
DAYS

Please call to register 508-
647-6540.

Every Tuesday
(8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27) 

meet us at 9:30 am at Welles-
ley College to walk the paths on 
campus. We meet at the Sports 
Center Complex Visitor Park-
ing- entrance off Central St/135 
(one-way entrance/exit). We will 
walk as a group for an hour led 
by Sharon or other volunteer, 
wear comfortable shoes/sneak-
ers, dress appropriately for the 
weather, goes rain or shine. 

CULTURALLY CURIOUS
Downeast Connections: Art-

ists Inspired by Maine- Hybrid
Wednesday, August 21, 1:30-

2:30pm, free
Please call to register 508-

647-6540.
Maine’s remote, rocky 

shoreline has been a beacon 
to American artists for gen-
erations. This program will 
survey the work of  some of  
the most celebrated artists in-
spired by the state’s distinct 
landscape and way of  life. 
The program features work 
by artists including Winslow 
Homer, Andrew Wyeth, and 
Ashley Bryan. Thank you to 

Whitney Place for sponsoring 
this program! 

GAME SHOW- FAMILY 
FEUD 

Monday, August 26, 1:00-
2:00pm, free

Please call to register 508-647-
6540.

Come and be a contestant 
on our LIVE game show Family 
Feud with MC Kevin Richman.  
In this fun competition, you will 
compete for prizes while naming 
the most popular answers to sur-
vey questions.  Snacks and bever-
ages included!

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL 
DAY TRIPS!

DAY TRIP TO SALEM 
WITCH MUSEUM AND PI-
RATE MUSEUM

Wednesday, September 11, 
$89.00, non-refundable, pay-
able at registration. Luxury bus 
departs from Fisk Methodist 
Church, 106 Walnut St, Natick at 
9:00am, returns approxi-
mately 5:00 pm. Registration 
Deadline is Tuesday, August 20.

On this tour, we will visit the 
Salem Witch Museum and the 

New England Pirate Museum 
(museum entrances with tour 
included). The Salem Witch Mu-
seum presents one of  the most 
tragic stories in American history, 
the 1692 Witch Trials and guided 
tour at 2:15. Say “Ay Ay Matey” 
as you relive the adventures of  
famous pirates at the Pirate Mu-
seum with a 10:15 guided tour. 
Visit the artifacts room to see 
some real treasures. Have free 
time to shop the local stores and 
taste the local flavors that historic 
Pickering Wharf  has to offer 
(lunch on you own). 

DAY TRIP TO NEWPORT 
PLAYHOUSE 

Run For Your Wife 
Wednesday, September 25, 

$134.10, non-refundable, pay-
able at registration. Luxury 
bus departs from Fisk Meth-
odist Church, 106 Walnut St, 
Natick at 9:00am, returns ap-
proximately 5:45 pm.  Regis-
tration Deadline is Tuesday, 
September 3

A FUN filled afternoon at 
this dinner theatre with buf-
fet lunch, wonderful play and 
cabaret. The feature play, 1982 
British comedy by Cooney, Run 
For Your Wife, shows John 
Smith who has two wives, two 
lives and a very precise schedule 
for juggling them both. When 

John Smith is mugged, ending 
up in the hospital, both his ad-
dresses surface, causing both 
the Streatham and Wimbledon 
police to investigate. Comedy 
ensues as Smith tries hopelessly 
to explain himself  with the help 
of  his upstairs neighbor. Lunch 
is a hearty buffet with hot/cold 
foods, main entrees, side dishes, 
beverages and homemade des-
serts. You will not be disap-
pointed!  

DAY TRIP TO CASTLE IN 
THE CLOUDS, NH

Thursday, October 3, 
$116.10, non-refundable, pay-
able at registration. Luxury 
bus departs from Fisk Meth-
odist Church, 106 Walnut St, 
Natick at 9:00am, returns ap-
proximately 6:45 pm.  Regis-
tration Deadline is Wednesday, 
September 11

We will begin our day with 
a stop at a regional landmark, 
Hart’s Turkey Farm. Choose 
from Turkey Dinner, Roast 
Beef  Dinner, or Broiled Had-
dock Dinner with all of  the fix-
ings. After we will tour Castle in 
the Clouds, located in the heart 
of  the Ossipee Mountains! This 
former country estate took 

SENIOR CENTER 
continued on page 9 
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COMPASSIONATE 
CARE, Sensible 
Pricing.

THREE VISION DRIVE, ROUTE 9 WEST
NATICK, MA 01760

Experience the perfect blend of 
care and comfort with Whitney 
Place Assisted Living and 
Memory Care at Natick.

Call 508-655-5000 today 
to schedule a tour. Select 
apartments available starting 
at $4,995.

Your Money, Your Independence 

Teaching Kids Financial Responsibility:  
Summer Jobs and Roth IRAs 

Have a teenager working this 
summer?

Did they earn money babysit-
ting or mowing lawns? 

How about a W-2 from sell-
ing ice cream or as a camp coun-
selor?

You can open a Roth IRA for 
your child to evolve their finan-
cial knowledge while helping in-
vest for retirement, a first house 
and/or qualified educational 
expenses.

Kids establishing Roth IRAs. 
There is no age minimum, as 
long as they earn income. It’s 
up to the parent to document to 
IRS that their kids had income 
earned from work, either W-2 or 
self-employment taxable wages.  

If  under 18, an adult opens 
and maintains control of  a Cus-

todial Roth IRA with the child 
as beneficiary. Once an adult, 
usually 18 in most states, the 
account is transferred to a Roth 
IRA in their ownership.

After a Custodial Roth IRA 
is opened for 5 years, the advan-
tages of  tax-free earnings and 
withdrawals are same as Roth 
IRA. Recall a Roth IRA’s tax 
treatment is most valuable when 
time horizons are long and cur-
rent tax rates are low, both true 
for kids.

What if your teen spent all 
their earnings? After a talk about 
budgeting (i.e. 3 Jars - Spend, 
Save, Gift), a parent or grand-
parent could fund a Roth IRA 
up to the amount of  the child’s 
reported earned income on tax 
returns. 

Some parents will make 
‘match’ contributions based on 
money earned in a summer job. 
If  a teen earned $3,800 for 2024, 
a parent will fund $3,800.  

Remember, these contribu-
tions count against the $18,000 
tax-free gifts per individual 
for 2024. So, if  you’ve funded 
$18,000 for child’s 529 Plan, find 
another individual (i.e. spouse, 
relative) who can make the Roth 
IRA contribution. 

Introduction to personal 
investing. Have fun by letting 
your teen research an ETF or 
company to invest in, have them 
explain reasoning behind their 

choice and teach how they can 
follow. The next year, have them 
choose a different investment 
with the new contribution. Over 
time, they have a mix of  invest-
ments, outcomes and lessons 
learned. This hands-on experi-
ence lays a foundation for mak-
ing informed financial decisions 
of  greater magnitude later in life.

Taxation of withdrawals be-
fore age 59 ½. A Roth IRA allows 
for 100% of  contributions to be 
taken out for any reason, with no 
taxes or penalties. Furthermore, 
if  a Roth IRA withdrawal is for 
qualified education expenses, 
you avoid the 10% penalty on 
earnings but still pay income 
tax on the earnings at the kid’s 
tax rate. Thus, Roth IRA could 
supplement educational savings. 
Later, they could also withdraw 
up to a $10,000 to pay for a first-
time home purchase. 

Impact to financial aid? Yes, 
in a good way. The “expected 

family contribution” or “EFC” 
formula has student owned as-
sets assessed at 20% with two 
notable exceptions. First is 529’s 
owned by parent’s is 5.6% and 
retirement accounts owned by 
parent or child counts as 0%. 
However, if  a child takes money 
from a Roth IRA, even to pay for 
college, up to 50% of  the with-
drawal may be assessed.

In conclusion, opening a 
Roth IRA for kids is a proac-
tive way for parents to teach 
financial responsibility and se-
cure their children’s financial 
future. It’s not just about saving 
money; it’s about cultivating a 
mindset of  financial discipline 
and planning that will benefit 
them throughout their lives. By 
harnessing the power of  invest-
ing, compounding and leverag-
ing tax advantages, parents can 
give their children a head start 
towards financial independence 
and security. 

Not all institutions offer Cus-
todial Roth IRAs, but many do 
with no minimums and low fees. 
Consult your Certified Financial 
Planner to learn more.

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general informa-
tion only and are not intended to 
provide specific advice or recom-
mendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and in-
vesting, so they can balance kids, 
aging parents and financial inde-
pendence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

many years, thousands of  work-
men, and millions of  dollars to 
build. The Castle is built in one 
of  the most beautiful settings in 
the world. Situated on the high-
est hill in the vicinity, the castle 
itself  commands a panoramic 
view. One can see for a radius 
of  75 miles!  Before heading 
home, we will make a stop at 
Kellerhaus, New Hampshire’s 
oldest candy and ice cream 
makers.

DAY TRIP TO TURKEY 
TRAIN, NH

Thursday, October 10, 
$126.00 non-refundable, pay-

able at registration. Luxury bus 
departs from Fisk Methodist 
Church, 106 Walnut St, Natick at 
9:45 am, returns approxi-
mately 6:45 pm. Registration 
deadline Wednesday, September 
18. Begin your day with a beau-
tiful scenic drive up to Meredith, 
New Hampshire where we will 
board the Winnipesaukee “Tur-
key Train” at the Hobo Rail-
road. This two-hour scenic train 
ride, through the countryside 
and fall foliage is complete with 
a delicious full turkey dinner with 
all the fixin’s provided by Hart’s 
Turkey Farm. After our train ex-
cursion and on the way home, 
we stop at Moulton Farm which 
dates back to 1890’s, in the heart 
of  the Lakes Region. 

SENIOR CENTER
continued from page 8
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STARTS AT DEAN
YOUR FUTURE

TRANSFER FRIENDLY
Generous transfer scholarships and 

flexible transfer credit policy

UNPARALLELED SUPPORT
Academic, learning and social support 

tailored to meet your needs

CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY
Small class sizes averaging 16 students

SUCCESS STARTS HERE
96% of graduates are employed or 

enrolled in graduate school

APPLY NOW AS A NEW OR TRANSFER STUDENT!
We are still accepting applications for Fall 2024 admissions.  
Visit dean.edu/apply or call (508) 541-1508.

Natick residents take the stage in Weston 
summer productions

Weston Drama Workshop, a 
nonprofit youth theater organiza-
tion in its 62nd anniversary sea-
son, staged six productions this 
month at Regis College, featur-
ing participants entering Grade 
5 through age 23. Participants 
have been rehearsing for these 
productions since early June, and 
performed at the Regis College 

Fine Arts Center between July 
13 and July 27. With over 30 
performances in the span of  a 
jam-packed three weeks, Weston 
Drama Workshop continued its 
long-standing tradition of  pro-
viding the MetroWest community 
and beyond with quality youth 
theater.

WDW’s younger ensem-

ble—participants in the Morn-
ing Program and the Afternoon 
Program—performed two 
productions: Alice By Heart, 
the touching musical based on 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonder-
land and set in the rubble of  the 
London Blitz of  World War II, 
directed by Aidan O’Hara; and 
Old Jake’s Skirts, a one-act The-
ater for Young Audiences play 
about a lonely pumpkin farmer 
who finds an old trunk of  calico 
skirts, directed by Callie Llewel-
lyn. Among the young actors per-
forming in these two productions 
are Natick residents Eliana Alip-
rantis, Eleni Crew, Ariana Jahic, 
Haley Kennedy, Sadie Klau, 
Lucy Landry, Diya Shah, Anna-
belle Springer, Emily Springer, 
and Liam Turner.

The program’s older ensem-
ble, ages 14–23, performed three 
main stage musicals and one black 
box play. Audiences explored the 
lives of  Henry VIII’s six wives in 
Six: Teen Edition, directed by 
Julia Deter; experience Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s enthralling score 

in The Phantom of  the Opera, 
directed by Chris Brindley; fol-
lowed two revolutionaries as they 
tried to save rock ‘n’ roll against 
the backdrop of  music by Queen 
in  We Will Rock You, directed by 
Skylar Grossman; and witnessed 
Sarah Ruhl’s reimagining of  the 

Orpheus myth in Eurydice, di-
rected by Tristan Burke. Among 
the performers starring in these 
four productions are Natick res-
idents Morgan Bienstock, Anya 
Carroll, and Bernie Klau.

Bernie Klau, Morgan Bienstock, Anya Carroll

Front: Lucy Landry, Diya Shah, Emily Springer, Sadie Klau, Eliana 
Aliprantis; Back: Eleni Crew, Liam Turner, Ariana Jahic, Annabelle 
Springer, Haley Kennedy
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Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.WenzelLandscaping.com

• • Landscape 
Design &  
Installation

• • Lawn  
Installation

• • Grading
• • Excavation
• • Drainage  

• • Patios  
• • Walkways  
• • Walls
• • Fire Pits
• • Outdoor 

Kitchens
• • Pool  

Surrounds
  

FRANK DIGIANDOMENICO, OWNER
(508) 875-8789 office • (508) 561-2080 cell

Since 2001

Licensed and Insured

MA. CSL 105479 MA. REG 135975 

HOUSE HELPERS
Contractors

www.househelpers.org

Basements | Kitchens | Baths | Decks
Interior & Exterior Remodeling & Structural work  
Visit our website to view more @ www.househelpers.org

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

Now Open!Now Open!
907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 8-31-2024

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 8-31-2024NA NA

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

Don’t stand in line! 

ONLINE ORDERING  ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!NOW AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com

Jack Whelan 
graduates from
Marquette University

 This past spring, Jack Whelan 
of  Natick, graduated from Mar-
quette University in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Whelan earned a 
Bachelor of  Science degree in 
Mechanical Engineering.

 Whelan was one of  2,852 
students to graduate from Mar-
quette in May. The university 
celebrated its 143rd Commence-
ment with a series of  events, in-
cluding Graduate Recognition 
Ceremonies at Fiserv Forum 
and a Baccalaureate Mass on 
campus. Learn more about the 
weekend.

 Marquette University is a 
Catholic, Jesuit university that 
draws over 7,600 undergraduate 
and 3,700 graduate and profes-
sional students from nearly all 
states and more than 60 coun-
tries. In addition to its nationally 
recognized academic programs, 
Marquette is known for its service 
learning programs and intern-
ships as students are challenged 
to use what they learn to make a 
difference in the world. Find out 
more about Marquette at mar-
quette.edu.

508-533-4588 • ourtownpublishing.com
printing@ourtownpublishing.com

• Full-service & high quality printing
• Ready to help with your business, school or 

organization’s projects 
• We are print specialists who can also assist 

with our expertise to develop, design & mail 

CALL TO GET A QUOTE TODAY! 

... is here to service ALL of your
  PRINTING NEEDS

National Night Out
This year the Natick Po-

lice Department, along with 
its many event sponsors and 
community partners, will par-

ticipate in the nationwide, 
“41st Annual National Night 
Out” starting at 4 p.m. at Me-
morial Field,92-108 West St., 
Natick. National Night Out is 

designed to:
• Heighten crime and drug 

prevention awareness
• Generate supports for, and 

participation n, local anti-
crime efforts

• Strengthen neighborhood 
spirit and police-commu-
nity partnerships

• Send a message to crimi-
nals letting then know our 
neighborhoods are orga-
nized and fighting back 
against crime.

From 4-8 p.m. on Aug. 6th, 
residents in neighborhoods 
throughout Natick and across 
the nation, are asked to lock 
their doors, turn on poutside 
lights and spend the evening 
outside with their neighbors 
and police at this free event.

Follow the Natick Police on 
“X” @Natickpolice for more 
details as the event gets closer. 
If  you are a local business or 
resident that would loke to 
participate in some way, please 
contact Lt. Chad Howard at 
howard@natickpolice.com, or 
by calling 508-647-9516.
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Sports

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery
With significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions & 

lower carbon footprint, it’s the most environmentally friendly heat fuel, and the safest.
196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

Beat the rush and long supply lines.
Tax Credits and Mass Save Rebates  

available for Heat Pumps!

Specialists in Home  Comfort & Energy Conservation

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Interested in installing central AC?

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!

Lofty Goals Set For Natick High’s Cross-country Team
By KEN HAMWEY
Staff Sports Writer

Coach Matt Miller has set 
some lofty goals for the Natick 
High boys cross-country team.

The 58-year-old Miller, who 
has 22 years with the program 
(12 as head coach) lists winning 
the Division 1B Meet and the 
Bay State Conference Champi-
onship Meet as two of  his prime 
objectives. Also on his list are to 
improve on last year’s result in the 
other post-season meet (Meet of  
Champions), and to see the Red-
hawks or one of  their individuals 
invited to the Nike National Meet 
in Oregon. 

Miller’s goals may be lofty but 
he firmly believes they’re realistic.

“Based on last year, our squad 
had the best results ever in the Di-
vision 1B and the All-State Meet 
(now called the Meet of  Cham-
pions),’’ said Miller, who also 
coaches boys indoor and outdoor 
track. “We finished third in the 
division meet out of  21 teams and 
ninth in the Meet of  Champions 
out of  23 squads. We had a 5-4 
dual-meet record in the Bay State 
Conference but finished third in 
the conference championship 
meet.’’

Miller has a high degree of  
confidence in his 2024 contin-
gent and he knows it’s  capable 
of  surpassing last year’s efforts. 
“We’ve got a talented and ded-
icated group,’’ he emphasized, 
“and they’ve seen what they can 
achieve after last year’s post-sea-
son. The boys rose to the oc-
casion. Qualifying for the Nike 
Nationals, however, will be hard 
but it’s possible.’’

The Redhawks have a vari-

ety of  other strengths that Miller 
likes. “They work hard and do 
what’s required for success,’’ he 
said. “They’re young but have 
meet experience and rely on grit 
and determination. They’re also 
confident and have benefitted 
from our overall depth.’’

Five seniors have graduated 
from last year’s team but there are 
six returnees with varying degrees 
of  experience.

Natick has seven captains and 
they’re all seniors.

“Joe Vogel, Will Catching and 
Jay Hu are quality runners and 
respected leaders,’’ Miller said. 
“Joe is a natural leader who’s a 
distance specialist. He runs the 
two-mile in track. Will is a mid-
dle- distance specialist who can 
extend out to a 5K race. He runs 
the 800-meter event in track. Jay 
is the hardest worker on the team. 
He’s talented and gives great ef-
fort, which could lead to him be-
coming a top-7 runner.’’

Christian Goranson, Mark 
Boyajian, Ben Sheidley and 
Mateo Gonzalez round out the 

captain’s group. “They’re all 
well-liked and are strong leaders,’’ 
Miller noted. “They’re commit-
ted to the team and they’re all 
dependable and have passion for 
cross-country.’’

Miller labels junior John Bi-
anchi as “our No. 1 runner’’ and 
says he was the top distance run-
ner in indoor and outdoor track.

“John is strong, physical, fast, 
experienced and has a lengthy 
stride,’’ Miller offered. “He rises 
to the challenge. He was seventh 
at the Meet of  Champions last 
year and set a school record in the 
outdoor mile (4:16.31).’’

Junior Freddie Van Der Velden 
has emerged after a promising 
sophomore year. “Freddie is en-
thusiastic and is committed to 
improving,’’ Miller said. “He has 
a good training partner in Bian-
chi.’’

Sophomore Callum Doyle 
was ranked the 12th best fresh-
man miler in track last spring and 
Miller is eager to see him prog-
ress. “Callum is quiet and he’s 
emerged as a top-notch miler in 
track,’’ he said. “And, he’s not 
afraid to train hard.’’

Sophomore Declan Hava is a 
runner with a tremendous work 
ethic. “He loves running and he 
loves being part of  the team,’’ 
Miller said. “He’s willing to work 
diligently to reach his goals.’’

Miller rates Brookline, the de-
fending BSC champion, as the fa-
vorite to again win the conference 
meet. “They’re talented and have 
some quality returnees,’’ he said. 
“We’ll be in the mix along with 
Newton North and Wellesley.’’

As Natick gets ready for 
pre-season practice that begins 
on Aug. 22, Miller will welcome 
Hunter Stewart, his “experienced 
and knowledgeable assistant 
coach.’’ Stewart also works with 
sprinters in indoor and outdoor 
track. 

A native of  St. Louis, Miller 
relies on a competitive philosophy 
that focuses on reaching one’s po-
tential and enjoying athletics. “If  
those things occur, then winning 
will be the by-product, he said. 
“And, if  our runners don’t win, 
there’s still lifelong values they 
get from competing with their 
colleagues and building great re-
lationships.’’

Valuable life lessons Miller 
hopes his runners learn while 
competing are “how to be good 
teammates and quality leaders, 
how to overcome adversity and 
to be resilient.’’

Natick High’s boys cross-coun-
try team will be a formidable op-
ponent for conference foes this fall 
and also for those the Redhawks 
will face in post-season meets. 

Miller knows his forces will 
be fast and run strategic races. 
“We’re also versatile, having a 
good blend of  speed and endur-
ance. And, our competitive desire 
will be a major plus.’’

The goals have been set and 
Natick will open its season on 
Sept. 4 at Wellesley.

Expectations no doubt will be 
high but Matt Miller and his Red-
hawk runners are ready  for the 
challenges ahead. 

Above: Natick’s cross-country coach, Matt Miller, far right, guided the Redhawks to a ninth-place finish  
last fall in the Meet of Champions. Runners included, from left, Freddie Van der Velden, Nick Bianchi, Liam 
O’Neill, Steven D’Alessandro, John Bianchi, Sean Fleming, and Jacob Tobin. 
Lft: Labeled by coach Matt Miller as Natick’s top cross-country runner, John Bianchi also excels in track. He 
finished fifth in the mile at the Division 1 State Meet last spring.
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Natick
PAVING

  RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

  PavingPaving  –  SealcoatingSealcoating
 Crack FillingCrack Filling  –  ExcavationExcavation

 FULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATESFULLY INSURED & FREE ESTIMATES

 Schedule Now! Schedule Now!
 CONTACT MAURICIO

 508-202-8602
 BHRPaving@gmail.com 

High Holiday Servicesplease join us for

no tickets required
donations appreciatedSeptember 9th – 19 th

for more info:
shaareishalom.org

508-231-4700

Religious School now enrolling PreK – 7
email: school@shaareishalom.org

Open House - September 30th, 10am - noon

Sha’arei Shalom is a member-driven Jewish 
congregation serving the Greater Metrowest 

area.  We offer a diverse congregation that 
understands the demands of busy families, 

the needs of seniors, and is affordable. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL – now enrolling grades K-7

Join us August 23rd for a Shabbat Service
info@shaareishalom.org

shaareishalom.org   |  508.231.4700

CELEBRATE THE HIGH HOLIDAYS WITH US!

Framingham-Natick Dispatch Center Receives $4.3 
Million Grant From Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The communities of  Natick 
& Framingham were awarded 
a $4.33 million grant from the 
Commonwealth of  Massachu-
setts to establish a regional 911 
emergency communication 
district between Framingham 
and Natick for Police and Fire 
dispatch.

“Combining the dispatch 
operations of  the Framingham 
Police and Fire departments 
into a unified location and es-
tablishing a regional dispatch 
center has long been a goal,” 
said Mayor Charlie Sisitsky. 
“The acquisition of  a $4.33 
million grant from the Com-
monwealth is a significant 
step towards equipping and 
preparing the Center for op-
eration. The existing dispatch 
centers at both the fire and po-
lice stations were constrained 
in space. I want to thank Dana 
Haagensen, Director of  Ad-
ministration & Finance for 
the Framingham Fire Depart-
ment, for taking the lead on 
this grant.”

“This is an impressive 
example of  what regional, 
shared services can provide to 
Massachusetts communities” 
said Natick Town Adminis-
trator Jamie Errickson.  “I’m 
confident that this grant will 
accelerate this collaborative 
effort and I look forward to ad-
vancing the Regional Dispatch 
Center with our Framingham 
partners.”

“We are very pleased to 
have been awarded the grant 
from the Executive Office of  
Public Safety and Security and 
the State 911 Department,” 
said Framingham Fire Chief  
Michael Dutcher. “In collab-
oration with our mutual aid 
partners, the Town of  Natick, 
we will have a state-of-the-art 
Regional Emergency Com-
munications Center, that will 
improve our efficiencies in re-
sponding to calls for service.”

“We are so grateful to the 
911 Department for approv-
ing and accepting us into the 
grant program.  The City ad-
ministration has been working 
on this diligently along with 
our partners in Natick and I 
can’t wait to start the construc-
tion of  our Regional Dispatch 
Center,” said City of  Framing-
ham Chief  Operating Officer 
Michael Tusino.

The dispatch center is 
planned to be situated in the 
office building next to the Me-
morial Building, located on 
Route 126 in downtown Fram-
ingham.

The City of  Framingham 
purchased 188 Concord Street 
in March 2023. The Framing-
ham Health Department & 
Clinic opened on the first floor 
earlier this spring, and the dis-
patch center will be located on 
the upper floors of  the 4-story 
building.

Both the Framingham City 

Council and the Natick Select 
Board voted to support the 
regional municipal 911 emer-
gency communication center.

Framingham and Natick, 
the current participating 
communities, will share the 
expenses, duties, and respon-
sibilities of  constructing, op-
erating, and maintaining the 
regional municipal 911 emer-
gency communication facility 
under a forthcoming agree-
ment between the Town of  
Natick and the City of  Fram-
ingham.

“I would like to thank the 
Executive Office of  Public 
Safety and Security State 911 
Department for supporting 
this important effort through 
its grant program,” said Natick 
Police Chief  James Hicks. 
“Our Public Safety Dispatch-
ers have always been the very 
best and well trained. This 
partnership will build on their 
professionalism and lead to a 
more efficient delivery of  pub-
lic safety services to the region. 
It will also create a career path 
for these dedicated workers 
that will help draw more peo-
ple to this critical position in 
public safety operations.”

“On behalf  of  the entire Po-
lice Department, I would like 
to thank the Executive Office 
of  Public Safety and Security 
and the State 911 Department 
for giving us this grant,” said 
Framingham Police Chief  Les-

ter Baker. “It affords us the 
opportunity to work with our 
partners in Natick and allows 
us to update and further pro-
fessionalize and enhance the 
great work our current dis-
patchers already do.”

“This collaboration is 
an amazing opportunity to 
streamline critical functions 
and enhance the services we 
provide to our communities 

and our first responders.” 
said Natick Fire Chief  Jason 
Ferschke. “We are grateful to 
the Executive Office of  Public 
Safety and the State 911 De-
partment for this opportunity” 

The dispatch center is 
planned to be situated in the 
office building next to the Me-
morial Building, located on 
Route 126 in downtown Fram-
ingham.
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. August 31, 2024Exp. August 31, 2024 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. August 31, 2024

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

Dean’s List
The following local residents 

were recently named to the 
Dean’s List at the College of 
William & Mary for the spring 
2024 semester:

 Jacob Herz
Benjamin Landry
 In order to achieve Dean’s 

List status, a full-time degree 
seeking undergraduate student 
must take at least 12 credit hours 
and earn a 3.6 Quality Point Av-
erage during the semester.   

 William & Mary is the second 
oldest institution of  higher learn-
ing in the United States. 

 
 The following area students 

were named to the dean’s list 
for the Spring 2024 semester at 
Quinnipiac University:

Natick resident Jordan Mc-
Call.

To qualify for the dean’s list, 
students must earn a grade point 
average of  at least 3.5 with no 
grade lower than C. Full-time 
students must complete at least 
14 credits in a semester, with at 
least 12 credits that have been 
graded on a letter grade basis 
to be eligible. Part-time students 
must complete at least six credits 

during a semester. Names fol-
lowed by an asterisk denotes with 
honors.

 Quinnipiac is a private, co-
educational, institution located 
90 minutes north of  New York 
City and two hours from Bos-
ton. The university enrolls 9,000 
students in 110 degree programs 
through its Schools of  Business, 
Communications, Education, 
Computing and Engineering, 
Health Sciences, Law, Medicine, 
Nursing and the College of  Arts 
and Sciences. Quinnipiac is rec-
ognized by U.S. News & World 
Report and Princeton Review’s 
“The Best 388 Colleges.” The 
university is in the midst of  pro-
gram expansion and renewal 
for both traditional and adult 
learners, attraction of  diverse 
communities, development of  in-
novative corporate partnerships 
and construction of  an ambitious 
set of  capital projects. For more 
information, please visit qu.edu. 
Connect with Quinnipiac on 
Facebook and follow Quinnipiac 
on Twitter @QuinnipiacU.

 
 

Reach up to 172,0000 local readers focused on enhancing 
their indoor & outdoor living spaces when you advertise in 

our Fall Home Improvement Guide. 

COMING IN OCTOBER

ZONE 1
REACH 73,149

Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, Millbury, Northbridge, 

Oxford, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Webster

localtownpages

ZONE 2
REACH 96,651

Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, 
Medway, Milford, Millis, Natick, 

Norfolk, Norwood and  Wrentham

Reserve your space today by contacting Susanne Odell Farber at 
508-954-8148 or by email at sue@sodellconsult.com
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Recent Home Sales

Date Natick  Amount

07/17/2024 17 Emerson St. $1.87 mil

07/17/2024 10 Oak St.  $705,000

07/15/2024 7 Morgan Dr. #409 $775,000

07/12/2024 16 Arlington Rd. $705,000

07/12/2024 5 Austin Way $1.4 mil

07/10/2024 2 Carlisle Ter. $1.15 mil

07/10/2024 12 Wayside Rd. $1.73 mil

07/10/2024 18-18A Hammond Rd. $530,000

07/08/2024 22 Garden Rd. $590,000

07/08/2024 8 Jefferson St. $979,000

07/03/2024 24 Hammond Rd. $775,000

07/02/2024 13 West St.  $973,500

07/02/2024 10 Nouvelle Way #S709 $769,000

07/01/2024 19 Fairway Cir. $785,000

07/01/2024 15 Moccasin Path $2 mil

07/01/2024 48 Water St. $1.48 mil

07/01/2024 12 Pearl St. $775,000

06/28/2024 25 PItts St.  $1.02 mil

06/28/2024 7 Morgan Dr. #101 $753,000

06/27/2024 42 Beverly Rd. $667,500

06/27/2024 6 Madison St. $1.20 mil

06/24/2024 40 N Main St. #2 $750,225

06/24/2024 5 Cider Mill Lane $3 mil

06/24/2024 13 Morgan Dr. #307 $500,000

06/21/2024 16 Oak St.  $1.15 mil

06/21/2024 15 Marion St. $720,000

06/21/2024 74 Pleasant St. $1.08 mil

06/21/2024 9 Stanley St. $815,000

06/21/2024 44 Sienna Lane $1 mil

06/20/2024 17 Irving Rd. $770,000

06/20/2024 28 Longfellow Rd. $985,000

06/20/2024 7 Lamplight Cir. $885,510

06/20/2024 93 E Central St. #7 $710,000

06/20/2024 25 Stacey St. $700,000

06/18/2024 5 Travis Rd. $2.10 mil

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages BUY.  SELL .  DREAM.
180 LINDEN STREET STE 105  |  WELLESLEY, MA 02482  |  AdvisorsLiving.com

BETH BYRNE 
508.561.0521 

bbyrne@advisorsliving.com

 Advisors Living Real Estate Welcomes 

BETH  BYRNE

“I am very excited to be joining this 
forward-thinking Real Estate Brokerage!”

BETH BYRNE
508.561.0521

bbyrne@advisorsliving.com

CALL BETH!CALL BETH!

IItt’’ss  aa  SSwweeeett  SSuummmmeerr  TTiimmee
&&  aa  HHoott  RReeaall  EEssttaattee  MMaarrkkeett!!

The 3-bed, 3-bath 1,713 square foot unit at the Castle Courtyard at 93 E Central Street in Natick recently 
sold for $710,000. Image credit: www.zillow.com

chipsulser.com chipsulser.com • chip.sulser@commonmoves.com chip.sulser@commonmoves.com
5 STAR CUSTOMER RATING

Care • Competence • Commitment
Serving & Living in Natick for 40+ years

SUCCESS
AHEAD

Take Advantage of this
Opportunistic
Market

Call Me!
CHIP SULSER
617.686.0952

Looking to advertise 
your business? 

Contact Susanne:  
508-954-8148

sue@sodellconsult.com
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      Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational 
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal 
without notice. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual 
property conditions. Source: MLS 3/3/23. 

JESSICA ALLAIN
 —
#1 in Natick Homes Sold Since 2018
617.820.8114 • theallaingroup@compass.com compass.com 

Listed: $619,000
Sold: $660,000

Listed: $699,000
Sold: $795,000

Listed: $949,000
Sold: $1,005,000

7  WAT E R  ST R E E T

Listed $1,215,000
Sold $1,285,000

Listed: $609,000
Sold: $680,000

Listed: $799,000
Sold: $842,500

Listed: $975,000
Sold: $1,050,000

Listed $899,000
Sold $1,080,000

2 5  S P R I N G  VA L L E Y  R OA D

2 0  S H E R W O O D  R OA D 2  J E F F E R S O N  ST R E E T

1 0  TO U R N A M E N T  R OA D 6  R I C E  ST R E E T

2 3 9  S P E E N  ST R E E T

4 0  B E AC O N  ST R E E T

THE ALLAIN GROUP IS GOING 
ABOVE AND BEYOND.. .THE LIST PRICE!

JANICE C. BURKE 
508.380.7206 
jburke@advisorsliving.com

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER

103 Central Street, Suite A
Wellesley, MA 02482
AdvisorsLiving.com

Dog Days of Summer
MAKE YOUR DOG’S DREAM COME TRUE

CALL JANICE TODAY, START PACKING TOMORROW!


