
By Matthew Malone

ELK GROVE,  CA (MPG) 
- Sacramento County 
Supervisor Pat Hume 
delivered the annual State 
of the County address on 
July 19, covering the coun-
ty’s actions in areas such 
as timely hospitalizations, 
water management and 
road maintenance.

Speaking during a lun-
cheon at the District56 
community center in Elk 
Grove, Hume discussed 
“wall time,” the amount of 
time first responders wait 
with a medical patient until 
a hospital can admit the 
patient. The first-responder 
crew is unavailable for 
other calls until the hospi-
tal accepts the patient, and 
Hume said long wall times 
tie up emergency-response 
resources.

Hume pointed to state 
Assembly Bill (AB) 40, 
signed into law last year, 
which requires local emer-
gency medical services 
agencies to come up with 
plans to reduce wall time to 
30 minutes or less, in 90% 
of cases. Hospitals with 
emergency departments are 
required to develop wall 
time reduction protocols.

A bill still being con-
sidered by the state 
Legislature, AB 1180, 
would allow emergency 
response agencies to be 
reimbursed for transpor-
tation to medical facilities 
other than hospitals.

Hume pointed to county 
funding in support of 
Sacramento Metropolitan 
Fire District’s Mobile 
Integrated Healthcare pro-
gram, which assesses 
patients in the field to 
avoid an emergency room 
visit.

Hume announced that 
the county would commit 
$100,000 in COVID-19 
relief funds to Cosumnes 
Fire Department, to bolster 
its telehealth program, in 
which a patient can consult 

By Kristina Rogers

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Those who 
do the thankless job of saving ani-
mals from conditions most couldn’t 
stomach are in a special class. Some 
animal shelters might rely on this 

help too much and now expect volun-
teers to carry the bulk of rescue work. 
On June 24, “Show up for Animals” 
brought a coalition of animal rescue 
groups from all over California to the 
State Capitol to advocate for shelter 
animals. They told legislators their 

stories and asked for help. 
Elena Gaffney, founder of Animal 

Rescues for Change in San Jose, 
co-organized the event. Gaffney said, 
“Legislators must recognize we are in 
a crisis. Too many healthy, adoptable 

By Gail Bullen 
Messenger Publishing 
Group

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA 
(MPG) - Regional lead-
ers celebrated the United 
States Department of 
Transportation’s (DOT) 

allocation of $25 million 
to the Capital SouthEast 
Connector project at a July 
17 news conference held 
at the Teichert Aggregate 
Plant on Grant Line Road.  

The federal grant will 
a d d r e s s  l o n g - s t a n d -
ing safety issues on a 

three-and-a-half-mile seg-
ment of Grant Line Road 
between White Rock and 
Douglas Road in Rancho 
Cordova by transforming 
it into a four-lane roadway 
with a separate lane for 
bikes and pedestrians. 

After all segments in the 

34-mile-long connector 
are constructed, it will link 
Interstate 5 at the town of 
Franklin to Highway 50 in 
El Dorado Hills by trans-
forming Kammerer, Grant 
Line and White Rock roads 
into an expressway. 
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T H E  Y O L O  
HIGH WHEELERS

Congressman Ami Bera presents a $25-million check to the Capital SouthEast Connector representatives on July 17 at a Teichert 
Aggregates plant on Grant Line Road. From left are El Dorado County Supervisor John Hidahl, Bera, Sacramento County 
Supervisor Pat Hume, Rancho Cordova City Councilmember and Capital SouthEast Connector Joint Powers Authority Chair 
Garrett Gatewood, Capital SouthEast Connector Executive Director Derek Minnema, Elk Grove City Councilmember Sergio 
Robles, State Sen. Roger Niello and Folsom City Councilmember Mike Kozlowski. Photo by Gail Bullen
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R a n c h o  C o r d o v a 
C o u n c i l m a n  G a r r e t t 
Gatewood, who chairs 
the Capital SouthEast 
Connector Joint Powers 
Authority (JPA) Board of 
Directors, was the emcee 
at the press conference. He 
described Congressman 
Ami Bera, D-Elk Grove, 
as the driving force behind 
the grant. 

“This is a huge milestone 
for our region,” Gatewood 
said. “I want to say thank 
you to Ami Bera because 
he really led the effort in 
so many ways. He is such a 
blessing to the city.”

Bera told the crowd he 
has been seeking grants 
for the Connector from 
the federal Department 
of Transportation (DOT) 
since his election in 2012, 
but he didn’t get any good 
news until about a month 
ago. “To get this $25 mil-
lion is really a catalyst for 
us to finish the entire proj-
ect,” he said.  “We’ve got a 
real opportunity to do this 
right, to grow and really do 
this right.”

Bera is also seeking 
another $10 million for 
Rancho Cordova as part of 
the congressional appropri-
ations process, he said. 

 In addition to Bera 
and Gatewood, six other 
regional leaders spoke 
at the celebratory event. 
They included Sacramento 
C o u n t y  S u p e r v i s o r 
Pat Hume, who rep-
resents Rancho Cordova; 
Construction & General 
Laborers  Loca l  185 
Business Manager Doyle 
Radford; Rancho Cordova 
Vice-Mayor Siri Pulipati; 
S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Sheriff Jim Cooper, who 
lives in Rancho Cordova; 
Sacramento Metropolitan 

Fire District Assistant 
Chief Jon Rudnicki; and 
Congressman Kevin Kiley, 
R-Rocklin. 

During their remarks, 
the glaring safety issues 
on Grant Line Road and 
politicians working across 
the aisle were reoccurring 
themes.

Safety
Gatewood said using the 

grant money to make Grant 
Line Road improvements 
will make Rancho Cordova 
safer. 

“If you look behind me, 
this is literally the most 
dangerous road in the 
region,” Gatewood said.  
“This road is what we call 
death alley. There are more 
accidents than anywhere 
else in the region.”

Kiley provided the grim 
statistics. He said 125 acci-
dents and three fatalities 
had occurred within a four-
year time span.

Rancho Cordova Vice-
Mayor Pulipati shared 
her personal experience 

with the dangerous con-
ditions on Grant Line 
Road. One day, while 
driving along the road, 
she saw a wide-bodied 
truck approaching from 
the opposite direction and 
moved a little to the right. 

“The next thing I know, 
my tire hits the edge of 
the road. (My vehicle) 
blew through the fence 
and rolled over a couple 
of times in the middle of a 
field,” she said. “I walked 
away without any major 
injuries but not everybody 
got that lucky.”

The grant “is a big step” 
in making Grant Line Road 
safer, more connective, and 
more sustainable, Pulipati 
said.

Cooper described Grant 
Line Road as a critical 
route to the South County. 
“This is kind of late in 
coming but we need it,” 
the sheriff said. “It’s a 
safety issue for our motor-
ing public and for your first 
responders.”

Rudnicki, who heads the 
fire district’s emergency 
medical services, said that 
flooding and frequent wild-
land fires compound the 
problems along Grant Line 
Road. 

“What we are celebrat-
ing today is an engineered 
solution to solving many 
problems,” Rudnicki said.

Political Teamwork
Hume thanked Bera for 

his extensive work secur-
ing the grant. 

“He and I may not have 
the same letter in the 
parentheses behind our 
names and we may dis-
agree on policies from an 
ideological standpoint,” the 
county supervisor said. 

“But I know in my heart 
of hearts that he represents 
his constituency from his 

heart of hearts.”
Kiley also referred to 

the political divisions in 
the country. He said one 
way to overcome them is 
through regional projects 
that tangibly affect peo-
ple’s lives. 

“That is why I think that 
‘Connector’ is the perfect 
name,” Kiley said. “This is 
all about connecting peo-
ple, connecting regions and 
connecting communities.”

Bera was asked his 
thoughts following the 
ceremony. 

“With all the dysfunction 
in Washington, D.C., that 
is now going on around the 
election, it feels good to be 
home,” he said.

 “It reminds me that my 
most important job is actu-
ally representing folks in 
Sacramento.”

Background
The funding request was 

submitted by the Connector 
JPA, the Sacramento 
County Department of 
Transportation and the City 
of Rancho Cordova.

The Grant Line Road 
Sa fe ty  Improvemen t 
Project was one of 148 
road construction projects 
that received funds as part 
of the $1.8 billion Federal 
Administration Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure 
Sustainable and Equity 
(RAISE) grant program. 

The RAISE goal is to 
fund surface transportation 
projects that will have a 
significant local or regional 
impact that advances the 
federal priorities of safety, 
equity, climate and sus-
tainability and workforce 
development. � H

Continued from Page 1

Congressman Ami Bera says the grant could serve as a catalyst for completing construction of 
the Capital SouthEast Connector. Photos by Gail Bullen

Sacramento County Supervisor Pat Hume describes the 
section of Grant Line Road receiving the grant money as 
one of the most dangerous stretches of a non-highway road 
within Sacramento County.

$25 Million for Upgrades 
 to Grant Line Road Safety
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By J.G. Wirt

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Thousands filled 
Downtown Roseville for the July 12-13 stop of Big Boy 
4014, the largest steam locomotive in the world. This stop 
was the west end of the Westward Bound Tour, which 
began June 30 and crossed Wyoming, Utah, Nevada and 
California.

Staged along Atlantic Street on the south side of the 
Union Pacific railyard, the Roseville event allowed 

close-up views of the locomotive, with its 68-inch driving 
wheels and massive running gear. 

Visitors also could line up for walk-throughs of the 
Experience the Union Pacific Rail Car, a rolling exhibi-
tion that provides a glimpse at the past while telling the 
story of modern-day railroading. 

Locomotive visitors and street fair patrons in 
Downtown Roseville totaled about 30,000 for the two 
days, said Erin Dunlay, Roseville’s public affairs and 
communications manager. H

Thousands Turn Out for Big Boy in Roseville
Thousands of railfans viewed Union Pacific’s 4014 Big Boy during its July 12-13 stop in Roseville. Photos by J.G. Wirt

Union Pacific’s 4014 Big Boy, an oil-burning 4-8-8-4 
locomotive, is 132 feet long and weighs 1.2 million pounds. 

Extra tenders carry water for Big Boy’s steam 
boiler.

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Summer league is drawing to a close, 
and the Kings are putting together the 
pieces that will become the 2024/25 team.

Keon Ellis looks like a man among boys 
as he has thrashed opposing defenses and 
is tearing up the summer league. Keon 
is showing why coach Brown used him 
extensively last season, and finally made 
him a Kings starter. Ellis, out of Alabama, 
was undrafted in 2022, and had to pains-
takingly work his way through the G 
League to eventually find favor with coach 
Brown and the Sacramento Kings. His 
tenacity on defense was noted early on, 
and with the departure of Davion Mitchell 
he will undoubtedly be called upon to stop 
some of the top guards in the NBA this 
season.

The maturation of Ellis gives credit to 
coach Brown and his patience with young 
players with promise, and he is hoping 
to see that same maturation in rising star 
Keegan Murray.

The acquisition of DeMar DeRozan has 
hit the team like a thunderbolt, but it’s the 
supporting cast that will need to give the 
Kings quality minutes off the bench if the 
team is to return to the playoffs.

Monte McNair receives high marks 
in my book and has shown a degree of 
patience rarely seen in young GMs. He 
has refrained from the knee-jerk reac-
tion trades and is showing himself to be 
a tough negotiator. Resisting numerous 
offers for Keegan Murray needs to pay off 
this season, and I for one am more than 
ready for Keegan to take a leap forward.

Murray’s defense improved last sea-
son, as did his mid-range game, and if he 
can effectively use his three-point prow-
ess that compliments his other skills, the 
2024/25 season could be a breakout year 
for Keegan.

Gone is veteran Harrison Barnes, but 
the Kings picked up 6’9” Jalen McDaniels 
in his stead. 

McDaniels, out of San Diego State, 
was drafted 52nd overall by the Charlotte 
Hornets in the 2019 draft, and like Keon 
Ellis has had to prove his mettle by work-
ing his way through the G League, and 
now opportunity has finally knocked.

The Kings need someone to fill the 

role left by Harrison Barnes, and the only 
question is whether McDaniels can prove 
to coach Brown that he is that guy.

The summer league has given the Kings 
a glimpse of Drew Timme, and although 
he’s received mixed reviews, Timme is a 
heady player with a big body on a team 
that is short on big bodies. He remains a 
long shot to make the team, but the com-
petition is good to see, and I would love to 
see Timme get some G League opportuni-
ties if he doesn’t make the big club.

First-round draft choice Devin Cater 
underwent successful shoulder surgery 
but won’t be available for the start of 
the season. That means offseason acqui-
sition Jordan McLaughlin from the 
Minnesota Timberwolves will likely be 
called on to back up the Kings all-world 
point guard De’Aaron Fox, and with the 
absence of Davion Mitchell, the presence 
of McLaughlin could be vital if the Kings 
want to get off to a hot start. Like Fox, 
McLaughlin is lightning quick and a com-
petent ball handler.

The starting lineup is anything but cer-
tain at this point, but I am convinced 
Malik Monk needs to be one of the five 
every night.

Trey Lyles has been an underused big 
body for the Kings, and if Sacramento 
is to return to the playoffs, this diamond 
in the rough needs to log considerably 
more minutes than last season, and if this 
occurs, I believe good things will happen. 
The starting lineup could look something 
like this: De’Aaron Fox with Malik Monk 
and Keon Ellis in the back court, with 
Keegan Murray and Domantas Sabonis 
carrying the load down low.

That represents a small lineup, but with 
Trey Lyles and Jalen McDaniels com-
ing off the bench, and the scoring punch 
of six-time All-Star DeMar DeRozan, I 
expect to see the Kings production return 
to the high temperature we enjoyed two 
seasons ago.

It’s still very early, so let’s wait and see 
if Monte McNair has more surprises in 
store for us.

All the best! 
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com
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animals are euthanized 
before the public even 
has an opportunity to see 
them.”

In addition, there is a 
new trend in which many 
shelters don’t accept ani-
mals. Gaffney explained, 
“People call and say they 
found a dog or cat, and 
the shelter won’t take it. 
The shelter gave them my 
number instead.” The extra 
work has become over-
whelming. She already 
rescues animals from 
Apple Valley (outside San 
Bernardino), which is what 
is referred to as a high-kill 
shelter. 

From the perspective of 
these animal saviors, the 
problems are clear: lack of 
funding transparency, shel-
ter mismanagement, illegal 
breeding and fewer spay/
neuter programs. 

Morgan Leskody was 
shocked over how mis-
managed Modesto’s kitten 
foster program was, say-
ing, “I was on the foster 
list but never once got 
called. Then I’d see shel-
ter postings on social 
media with photos of kit-
tens saying they would be 
euthanized if they weren’t 
picked up.” She contin-
ued, “The shelters argue 
it’s about bandwidth. I 
believe it’s about red tape 
instead of being focused on 
acceptable solutions like 
spay and neuter.”

Shelter mismanage-
ment also concerned Julie 
Virga and Elyse Mize, who 
founded Fix Front Street 
in Sacramento. They hired 
an animal rights attor-
ney, Jennifer Mouzis, who 
explained, “When you 
notice lots of money being 
poured into shelters and 
don’t see results, that’s a 
problem. The burden is 
shifting from people who 
are paid to do the work to 
those who are not. If the 
money were going where 
it should be going, there 
wouldn’t be conflict with 
the animal rescue groups. 
There would be synergy.”

 Fix Front Street mem-
bers want Sacramento 
City’s shelter to follow 
a better model, like the 
Bradshaw Animal Shelter 
run by Sacramento County. 

The sentiment from 
other marchers was the 
same; they wanted to be 
part of the solution. And 

they know pushing for 
humane animal control leg-
islation is the answer. Lisa 
Kirk with Fix Our Ferals 
noticed a drop in spay and 
neuter program funding 
around 2020. 

At the time, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom allocated $50 
million to make the state 
a no-kill haven for shel-
ter animals. Rescue groups 
may have believed most 
of these funds would be 
distributed among shel-
ters for spay and neuter 
programs. Instead, much 
money went toward devel-
oping strategies to reduce 
animal euthanasia. Kirk 
said, “We thought there 
would be robust funding, 
but Contra Costa County 
only received $100,000. 
…When it costs $150 to 
$200 to fix an animal, that 
doesn’t go too far.” 

Backyard breeding is 
also rising. Gaffney said, 
“You see dogs for sale on 

NextDoor and Facebook 
Marketplace. Many of 
them get into the hands of 
irresponsible owners. A 
year later, we get calls to 
pull these breeds from the 
shelters. 

More than 54% are left-
over puppies that illegal 
breeders can’t sell.” She 
continued, “I was looking 

at the root causes of this 
and found lobbyists block 
breeder control bills, 
even though these bills 
would not affect licensed 
breeders.”

Following the march on 
the Capitol, comedian and 
animal advocate Elayne 
Boosler joined Julie Virga 
to hand out awards to 

recognize individuals. 
One rec ip ient  was 

Officer Jessica Solano, 
an animal control officer 
for Sacramento County. 
Solano and her colleagues 
support shelter transpar-
ency and collaboration 
with animal rescues. She 
also shared a few things 
the public should under-
stand: “People get upset 
when we don’t rush to 
their call, but there’s a rea-
son. Sometimes, I’m down 
the street dealing with an 
animal in a backyard for 
weeks without food, water 
or shelter.” 

The public servants 
address hundreds of animal 
calls daily, and the public’s 
patience and kindness are 
appreciated.

Solano also offered ways 
the public can help. She 
said, “If you see some-
thing, say something. 
Contact 311 to report. We 
can press criminal felony 
charges against people 
who abuse and neglect ani-
mals. People can also call 
311 to report illegal breed-
ers.” Solano concluded, 
“Fostering and adopting is 
the best the public can do 
for us.” 

Many on her team have 
a passel of their foster pets. 

Elena Gaffney and Julie 
Virga welcome the pub-
lic to review their websites 
and join their efforts. 

Their websites provide 
plenty of information to 
help. The coalition plans 
to conduct Show up for 
Animals again in the fall 
and reach out to legislators. 

Websites to visit include-
fixourshelters.com, 
animalrescuesforchange.
org and tailsofjoy.net. � H

Continued from Page 1

By Mitch Barber

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - It takes 
little effort to find baseball in its purest 
form, somewhere multi-million-dollar 
salaries don’t lure players into a money 
game. One has only to look at a Little 
League diamond, a high school ballpark or 
a college’s personal-sized stadium; these 
places are where athletes participate for 
the love of the game.

In the city of Davis, on the University 
of California, Davis campus, such an 
environment exists on a competitive 
level: elite-level players throw baseballs 
and swing bats for little more than spare 
change.

The Yolo High Wheelers play in the 
Pioneer League, where the squads have 
no affiliation with Major League Baseball 
teams. Their stadium is spacious — with a 
3,500-fan capacity — but on a blisteringly 
hot Wednesday this summer only 18 fans 
occupied the seats in the first inning for a 
game against the equally wet-behind-the-
ears Oakland Ballers, the other first-year 
professional organization in a league con-
sidered just a rung below Single-A ball.

Doug Greenwald, son of the famed 
San Francisco Giants commentator Hank 
Greenwald, met Messenger Publishing 
Group at Phil Swimley Field at James 
M. & Ann Dobbins Baseball Stadium — 
the official name of where the UC Davis 
baseball team plays its home games — 
for a daytime contest on July 11. Doug is 
the High Wheelers’ livestreaming broad-
caster, and someone who always has a 

quick joke.
His enthusiasm toward the Yolo High 

Wheelers isn’t a surprise; Doug indicated 
that the team has some 16 former Division 
I college baseball players who weren’t 
drafted, yet still have major-league 
aspirations.

Doug arranged an interview with High 
Wheelers manager Billy Horton, who 
was about a five-minute power-cart ride 
from the stadium, stationed in the team’s 
clubhouse.

The driver of the cart was Horton’s son, 

Connor, an outgoing young man with an 
eye for safety. He was visiting Davis from 
Arizona to be with his dad while his high 
school is on summer break.

The older Horton was a tall, impos-
ing presence in what could be described 
as the team’s locker room (what looked 
like former classrooms); he was clothing 
his chiseled body, complete with six-pack 
abdominal muscles, when this reporter 
arrived at the clubhouse in the cart.

Horton’s favorite position as a player 
was third base, but he had more success as 

a catcher. He said, “I only started catching 
because I didn’t hit with enough power.”

The High Wheelers had a winning 
record at 27-25 at the time of publica-
tion, but Horton humbly stated, “I believe 
our team is better than what our record 
shows.”

One of Horton’s players is especially 
local. Jack Zalasky played varsity base-
ball for Elk Grove High School, and later 
Sacramento State University. He was 
happy to be met in the clubhouse hallway 
on that Wednesday afternoon.

Zalasky is tall and lanky, with a dark-
brown head of hair that was somewhat 
disorganized, and he was full of compet-
itive energy. When asked where he saw 
himself in a couple of years, Zalasky said, 
“I don’t know. I’m just kind of going day 
by day.”

Zalasky has a tie to catching like his 
manager; he has a pug/chihuahua named 
Posey, after legendary San Francisco 
Giants catcher Buster Posey.

But there was a game to be played that 
summer Wednesday.

The bottom of the first inning included a 
home run by Yolo High Wheeler Braedon 
Blackford. 

During that same inning, a song by 
Common and Kanye West played over 
the public address system. (West made 
the term “YOLO” famous.) Divine inter-
vention? Or something planned by the 
PA announcer, Shiloh Roiss-Hume, who 
has a voice that brings to mind Samuel L. 
Jackson’s radio broadcasting in “Do the 
Right Thing?” � H

Jack Zalasky kicks his leg high in a game 
on July 16 against the Oakland Ballers at 
Dobbins Baseball Stadium. Photo courtesy of 
Yolo High Wheelers

Jack Zalasky delivers from the mound on July 
16 against the Oakland Ballers at Dobbins 
Baseball Stadium. Photo courtesy of Yolo High 
Wheelers

YOLO with the Yolo High Wheelers

Phil Swimley Field at James M. & Ann Dobbins Baseball Stadium has room for 3,500 spectators.  Photo courtesy of Yolo High Wheelers

Coach Billy Horton’s son, Bryce, is in town for Yolo High Wheelers games. Here, father and son 
smile in the clubhouse. Photo by Mitch Barber

Animal Rescuers Advocate 
 to Fix Shelter Overpopulation  

and Mismanagement

Animal Rescues for Change marched at the California State Capitol on June 24. Photo courtesy of Animal Rescues for Change

Elena Gaffney, right, smiles with her daughter who is 
snuggling a rescue kitten. Photo by Kristina Rogers
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Commentary by 
Anthony J. Principi

As a nation, we have 
a sacred duty to support 
the men and women who 
put their lives on the line 
to defend our freedoms. 
That responsibility doesn't 
end when their service 
does. Once military mem-
bers return home, we must 
ensure they have the health 
care they need to live 
their best lives -- includ-
ing treatments for mental 
health conditions.

Bipartisan majorities 
in Congress have made 
a priority of this issue, 
notably with their over-
whelming support for the 
Commander John Scott 
Hannon Veterans Mental 
Health Care Improvement 
Act of 2019.

Unfortunately, though, 
a single provision in the 

2022 Inflation Reduction 
Act threatens to undermine 
this progress. The law is 
inadvertently discourag-
ing the development of 
next-generation psychiat-
ric medications that could 
benefit countless veterans. 
The good news is that an 
easy, bipartisan fix is now 
in the works.

Mental health challenges 
remain heartbreakingly 
common among our 

nation's heroes. Rates of 
PTSD are higher among 
veterans than civilians. 
Sadly, it is estimated that 
17 veterans die by suicide 
every day, and over half of 
veterans living with men-
tal illness aren't receiving 
treatment.,

These painful statistics 
reflect the unique stresses 
and traumas of military 
life. Combat exposure, 
family separation, reinte-
gration into civilian life 
-- each can take a heavy 
psychological toll.

Drug researchers have 
responded to mental illness 
with an expanding arsenal 
of treatment options. The 
United States is currently 
responsible for about half 
of all new medications 
developed worldwide.

But affordability is also 
an important issue. To 
address it, the IRA gave 

Medicare the authority to 
negotiate with drug mak-
ers for lower prices. To 
help ensure pharmaceuti-
cal developers have time 
to recoup their investment 
costs, lawmakers wisely 
granted newly approved 
medicines a period of 
exemption from price 
negotiations.

But oddly, this exemp-
tion period isn't the same 
for all drug types. Under 
the law, new "large 
molecule" biologic med-
icines are exempt from 
government price nego-
tiations for 13 years after 
FDA approval, whereas 
small-molecule drugs 
receive only nine years of 
exemption.

Unsurprisingly, this 
disparity is already lead-
ing drug companies to 
deprioritize or abandon 
small-molecule treatments. 

In a recent survey of over 
two dozen prominent bio-
pharmaceutical firms, 
63% said they plan to shift 
investment away from 
small molecules because of 
the IRA.

This alarming trend 
could have serious con-
sequences for veterans 
seeking treatment options 
for mental illness. Small 
molecules have a key 
advantage when it comes 
to treating mental health 
conditions: they're tiny 
enough to cross the blood-
brain barrier. That's why 
small molecules make up 
virtually all psychiatric 
medications, from antipsy-
chotics to antidepressants.

The IRA's bias against 
small molecules will also 
worsen existing ineq-
uities in care access. 
Small-molecule medi-
cations usually come as 

easy-to-use pills, while 
biologics typically require 
injections or IVs admin-
istered by a healthcare 
professional.

Thankfully, a straight-
forward, bipartisan fix 
has already emerged. 
The Ensuring Pathways 
to  Innovat ive  Cures 
(EPIC) Act would align 
price negotiation time-
lines for small molecules 
and biologics, giving 
each category 13 years of 
post-approval protection.

As millions of veter-
ans struggle with mental 
health or behavioral con-
ditions, we need to protect 
their access to innovative 
therapies. That starts with 
passing the EPIC Act.

Anthony Principi served 
as Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs from 2001-2005. 
This column first appeared 
in Stars and Stripes. � H

Be a part of something important
Help bring the local news to Your Neighborhood

Must have a valid California drivers 
license and current auto insurance. 
Previous newspaper delivery 
experience a plus but not required.
*Delivery must be completed by an adult.

We are looking for 
families who want 
to deliver the local 
newspaper in your 
neighborhoods.

Provide great customer 
service to our readers 
every Thursday/Friday.

Make money as a family 
effort by working together 
to get the job done.
Earn money to pay those  
growing monthly bills.

Call 916-773-1111

A special article 
by Tim Riley      

Once again,  Messenger 
Publishing Group was on the 
scene of another national polit-
ical convention, this time in 
heavily guarded Milwaukee 
in an atmosphere fraught with 
uncertainty as the result of the 
assassination attempt on the 
Republican party’s nominee.

Unlike the unfolding drama of 
the incumbent pulling the plug 
on his campaign, the nomination 
of Donald J. Trump was never in 
doubt, with the only surprise to 
come on the first day being the 
nomination of Ohio Senator JD 
Vance for the vice presidency.

Political conventions draw the 
party activists and volunteers, 
elected officials, and newcomers 
to the convention scene, while 
old guard party hacks seemed 
to be scarce.  Most delegates 
and alternates across several 
states appeared to be first-time 
participants.

Forget the 2020 election sea-
son where the party conventions 
were listless, preordained vir-
tual affairs about as exciting as 
watching paint dry or waiting for 
a load of clothes at a laundromat.  
This Republican convention was 
the most energized in decades, 
and the feeling was palpable 
inside the hall.

It may be easy to overlook 
the underlying tension of the 
2016 convention which nomi-
nated Trump for the first time.  

Remember that Texas Senator 
Ted Cruz, having run in the pri-
maries, could not bring himself 
to endorse Trump in his conven-
tion speech back then.

On Tuesday night, Cruz took 
to the podium and the first thing 
he said was “God Bless Donald 
J. Trump,” and then thanked 
God Almighty for protecting 
Trump during the assassination 
attempt.  This sentiment would 
be expressed by many speakers.

As the senator representing the 
largest state bordering Mexico, 
Cruz delivered a blistering attack 
on the Biden administration for 
allowing “a literal invasion” 
of 11.5 million people illegally 
crossing the border, which he 
noted is larger than the popula-
tion of all but eight states.

Not surprisingly, the immigra-
tion crisis proved to be a pivotal 
issue. Virginia Governor Glenn 
Youngkin addressed a breakfast 
gathering of the California del-
egation, and in regards to the 
immigration issue he said that it 
was “too bad” Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott was not the gover-
nor of the Golden State.

Youngkin pointed out that 
“every state is a border state,” 
and aside from the invasion of 
illegals, the flow of fentanyl is 
unprecedented.  As for people 
crossing the border, the most 
daunting problem is that these 
are people “we know nothing 
about.”  

With “American sovereignty 
and the crisis at the border as 
the top concerns,” Youngkin 
observed that the “top solution 
is leadership,” because just pass-
ing a bill in Congress is “naïve” 
if the rule of law is not restored.  

Echoing a theme that is more 
apparent at this convention as 
opposed to the old establish-
ment way of business, Youngkin 
noted that “we have a giant tent, 
let’s fill it.”  He pushed the idea 
of townhalls that connect with 
people outside the corridors 
of power.

Trump’s former Ambassador 

to the United Nations Nikki 
Haley, a fierce opponent in the 
primaries, offered her “strong 
endorsement” of the former pres-
ident, noting that “you don’t have 
to agree with Trump 100 percent 
of the time to vote for him.”

Long ago, an axiom of politics 
was that “half a loaf was better 
than no bread,” so Haley’s sen-
sible approach is taking the view 
that what’s important is that “we 
agree more than we disagree.”

Perhaps being prescient, Haley 
observed that “a vote for Joe 
Biden is a vote for President 
Kamala Harris.  After the debate, 
everyone knows it is true,” a 
point to which Haley added “for 
the sake of the nation we have to 
go with Donald Trump.”

With her background in for-
eign policy, Haley made astute 
observations that under Obama, 
Putin invaded Crimea, and 
under Biden, Putin invaded 
all of Ukraine.  Most impor-
tantly, Putin “did nothing” 
under Trump. There was no 
invasion and no wars, because 
Putin “knew Donald Trump  
was tough.”

Ronald Reagan’s maxim was 
“Peace Through Strength.”  
Arguably, the corollary to that 
was Haley claiming “a strong 
president doesn’t start wars.  A 
strong president prevents wars.”     

Rounding out the field of 
serious contenders from the pri-
maries, Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis offered a few wit-
ticisms, as he claimed we 
cannot “afford four more years 
of the Weekend at Bernie’s 
presidency.”

Following up on revelations 
of Biden’s workload, DeSantis 
pointed to national security con-
cerns when observing that “our 
enemies do not confine their 
designs to between 10 a.m. and 
4 p.m.”

Aside from delivering a 
stirring upbeat speech in the con-
vention hall, Vivek Ramaswamy 
spoke to the California dele-
gation’s “Wheels to Victory” 

luncheon at the Harley-Davidson 
Museum.

Vivek offered two tasks for 
the party.  One is to revive our 
national identity by turning 
to the ideals of our founding 
fathers.  The second is to shut 
down the shadow government of 
the administrative state, by “dis-
mantling the nanny state” to save 
the Republic.

“We may not have a coun-
try left if don’t get it right in 
November,” said Vivek, noting 
that “it’s not morning in America 
right now,” as once Ronald 
Reagan was able to proclaim. 
“The American Dream is hang-
ing on by life support.”

The political speeches stirred 
the delegates to enthusiastic 
responses.  But the best may 
have emanated from a variety of 
everyday Americans.  A stand-
ing ovation came for Madeline 
Brame who lost her son to vio-
lent criminals as she attacked 
soft-on-crime prosecutors.

Who could not get teary-eyed 
when the Gold Star families 
expressed their feelings of being 
let down when the Biden-Harris 
administration could not even 
mention the names of their sol-
diers who died during the 
withdrawal from Afghanistan?

Another hero was 98-year-old 
World War II veteran William 
Pekrol who said, “America is 
still worth fighting for,” and 
that if Trump were command-
er-in-chief, also said “I would 
re-enlist today” if asked by 
President Trump.

During an acceptance speech 
unlike any other, Donald Trump 
most notably came across as 
more somber and subdued than 
usual in large part, of course, for 
having survived an assassin’s 
bullet only days earlier.

In a moment that’s never hap-
pened before, speaking about 
the attempt on his life, Trump 
recounted details about the 
shooting, saying “I will tell you 
exactly what happened, and 
you’ll never hear it from me a 

second time because it’s actually 
too painful to tell.”

If there’s an iconic image that 
resonates with the crowd in the 
hall, it has to be the photo that 
captures Trump with a raised 
fist and the American flag flut-
tering above.  The shout of 
“Fight! Fight! Fight!” punctu-
ated speeches many times.

While the national conven-
tion operated smoothly and 
efficient in all facets, the media 
coordination for the California 
delegation was lacking, as we 
made a request to interview 
attendees from Solano County 
and even adjacent counties.

What we ended up with was a 
conversation with Jason Clark, 
the Bay Area Regional Vice 
Chair, based in San Francisco. 
Clark focused on party registra-
tion numbers that don’t favor 
Republicans in California.

According to Clark, the focus 
will be on trying to pick up two 
or three seats if this proves to be 
a good year, while acknowledg-
ing that there will be a challenge 
to hold seats won by slim mar-
gins by Congressmen Ken 
Calvert and John Duarte.

Picking Senator Vance was a 
smart move, as Clark observed 
his working-class background 
and pulling himself up from 
being dirt poor, and then join-
ing the Marines, going to an elite 
law school and being editor of 
the Law Review were admirable 
achievements.

With only two years in the 
Senate, Vance is not unlike other 
politicians who ascended to 
high office.  Keep in mind that 
Barack Obama, once an obscure 
state legislator, only served 
four years in the Senate, while 
Richard Nixon had two years in 
the Senate before his election as 
Vice President.

Next up is the Democratic 
National Convention on Aug. 
19, and we’ll soon see whether 
Kamala Harris is coronated or 
the convention devolves into a 
contentious repeat of 1968. 

Republican National Convention Most Energized in Decades

Tim Riley

We Must Protect Veterans' Access to Mental Health Treatments

Anthony Principi
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Advertise in 
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newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Visit: 
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Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
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Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs MAC Industries

DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Announcements

Autos Wanted

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today! 
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Hardworking, tender-hearted, 
Christian woman available for 
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-861-0256

For Sale Solving Plumbing Problems, 
One Leak at a Time 

Residential & Commercial 
Platero Parada Plumbing 

 Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:  
650-431-8893  Lic. 1112115

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000Jobs

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Elder Care

Painting

PlumbingPainting

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

Beautiful Waterproof Vinyl & 
Laminate Flooring Installa-
tion. All Materials In Stock! 36 
Years Experience! License 
#1023377. Call Josip for Free 
Estimate! (916) 215-7558
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waving 
ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 8/25/24.) Call 
1-855-419-8241 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Landscaping

Miscellaneous

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Concrete

PRESSURE 
WASHING

Landscaping

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

GoGo. Live and age your 
way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and more. 
Memberships start as low 
as $1 per day. Available 24/7 
nationwide. BBB Rated A+ 
Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-855-476-0033 (Cal-
SCAN)

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN 

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Cellular Plans
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. 
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605 
 (Cal-Scan)

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk 
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to 
monitor investment activities, 
ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and 
client guidelines. High School 
Diploma, two years job related 
experience and Computer 
Skills, Proficient with MS Office 
required. Salary $54,059 per 
year. To apply, email resume 
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

Help Wanted
Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Help Wanted

Accountant - Bossen West, 
Inc. has opening for Accoun-
tant in Elk Grove, CA. Salary: 
$57,658.00 - $70,000.00/yr. 
Email resume to hr@bossen-
food.com.

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

National and State Award 
Winning Newspaper For Sale. 
Northern California communi-
ty weekly newspaper and mul-
timedia company. Growing re-
gion of the San Francisco Bay 
area. Owners are retiring and 
want to spend more time with 
family. Looking to expand your 
Properties?? Call 925-487-
6383 to start the conversation. 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA 
(MPG) - Sacramento County 
Assessor Christina Wynn 
announced on July 8 that 
the annual assessment 
roll reached a new record 
high of nearly $243 bil-
lion, a 5.18% increase over 
last year. The assessment 
roll reflects the total gross 
assessed value of locally 
assessed real, business, 
and personal property in 
Sacramento County as of 
January 1, 2024. After the 
deduction of property tax 
exemptions for homeown-
ers, disabled veterans, and 
charitable organizations, 
the net assessed value is 
just over $233 billion.

The annual increase is 

primarily attributed to the 
sustained increase in aver-
age home prices over the 
last few years and ongoing 
new housing development 
and construction projects.  

The 2024-25 assessment 
roll will generate approx-
imately $2.3 billion in 
ad valorem property tax 
revenue.

 This year’s roll growth 
will yield an additional 
$115 million in gross reve-
nue over last year. Property 
tax revenue funds over 175 
local government agen-
cies, including schools, 
special districts such as 
fire, park, and commu-
nity service districts, as 
well as cities, and rede-
velopment agencies and is 
one of the largest sources 
of discretionary revenue 

for Sacramento County’s 
General Fund. 

While the total assessed 
value for the County 
increased by 5.18%, the 
assessed value of most 
properties increased only 
2% due to the protec-
tions of Proposition 13. 
Most of the roll growth 
resulted from assessed 
values established at cur-
rent market levels for 
properties that changed 
ownership or experienced 
new construction in 2023. 
Properties appraised and 
assessed at market value 
each year include proper-
ties impacted by decline 
in value conditions (Prop 
8), mobile homes, and 
personal property not sub-
ject to Proposition 13 
such as boats, aircraft, and 

business personal property. 
The values of these prop-
erties may fluctuate more 
than 2% each year. 

The 2024-25 assessed 
values of secured real 
property are viewable at 
https://assessor.saccounty.
gov/DeclineInValue/
Pages/Prop8Viewer.aspx 
to access the Assessor’s 
“Assessed Value Look-Up” 
and “Parcel Viewer” web-
site tools. 

P r o p e r t y  o w n e r s 
who disagree with their 
assessed value should 
contact the Assessor’s 
office to discuss their con-
cerns.  If the market value 
of a property is less than 
the assessed value, prop-
erty owners can request a 
review online, by mail, or 
in-person. This free service 

is available now through 
Dec. 31, 2024. 

Any corrections to 
annual secured real prop-
erty values processed by 
Sept. 1 will appear on 
the annual property tax 
bill issued in October. 
Corrections processed 
after Sept. 1 will require 
the issuance of a revised 
annual secured real prop-
erty tax bill. 

The Tax Collector will 
mail 2024-2025 unsecured 
property tax bills begin-
ning July 12. For questions 
regarding business per-
sonal property and fixtures, 
taxpayers can contact the 
Business Personal Property 
Division at (916) 875-0730 
or PPdutyapr@saccounty.
gov. 

Taxpayers can contact 

the Marine and Aircraft 
section to get assistance 
with vessels and gen-
eral aircraft valuations at 
(916) 875-0740 or ASR-
marine@saccounty.gov. 
Leased equipment ques-
tions can be referred to 
(916) 875-0745 or ASR-
leasing@saccounty.gov.

Visit the Assessor ’s 
website at https://asses-
sor.saccounty.gov to learn 
about property tax savings 
programs or contact us at 
assessor@saccounty.gov 
or (916) 875-0700. 

Technical staff and 
duty appraisers are avail-
able in-person weekdays 
8-5, no appointment nec-
essary, at 3636 American 
River Drive, Suite 200, 
Sacramento (free parking). 
� H

Property Tax Roll Sets New Record
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Serving Arden Arcade and Sacramento County since 1993

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

East Sacramento 
News is a member of  
Messenger Publishing 

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com. 
Be sure to place in the 
subject � eld “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the East Sacramento News to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The East Sacramento News is not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The 
entire contents of the East Sacramento News are 
copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising created 
and/or composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to East Sacramento 
News, 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 
95608. 
The East Sacramento News is published twice a 
month. Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
Call Linda Pohl for advertising or other inquiries 
at (916) 619-8189. 

Publisher,

East Sacramento NewsEast Sacramento News

Need to Advertise?
Let Linda help you get the word out

(916) 619.8189(O)    (916) 524.9184(C)

linda@valcomnews.com
 Arden • Carmichael • East Sacramento
 Land Park • Pocket 

Thhankank
A Veteran

Today

Your Home Improvement Guide
Call a sales representative today for great advertising rates: 916.429.9901

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE
I specialize in all areas of home improvement !

Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

Quality work the fi rst time, guaranteed!

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Eric (916) 470-3488

Fix leaks of all types

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells 
Grab Bar Instalations - Security Doors  - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry  Electrical  - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

GUTTER CLEANING
Window Cleaning 
(inside/out/screens washed)

Pressure Washing
(all surface areas) 

Junk Removal/Hauling
Landscape Maintenance

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

•
•

•

•
• CSL# 996271

Prime Quality MaintenanceSummer Yard Clean-up Specials!
Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

Lic#128758/Ref

ROONEY’S PLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

License #683668
rooneysplumbing.com
456-7777

Humane and non-toxic solutions for both animals & man
Live Trapping • Humane Removal • Repair

Dead Animal Location/Removal • Exclusion Work

Bats • Snakes • Rats/Mice • Squirrels •  Raccoon • Skunk 

• Opossum • Birds

CreatureCatchers.org  |  530-885-PEST(7378)
California State Trapping License #7781 - Insured by Markel

Creature Catchers Wildlife Management
“If it walks, crawls, slithers or fl ies, we’ll remove it”

DESIGN - RENOVATION - WATER FEATURE - STONE & 
CONCRETE - OUTDOOR LIGHTING - IRRIGATION SYSTEM

Recognized in the Sacramento Bee, 
Street of Dreams & Garden Tours of East Sacramento

Lic#633224; Serving Sacramento since 1982

www.SmootLandscaping.com
916-454-1300

SOVEREIGN 
PAINTING

916-422-4416
Specializing in Older Homes 

Dan Sovereign  SovereignPaintingCo.com
FOR 3 GENERATIONS CA LIC # 484215

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

 
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960
Repairs, Trouble Shooting

Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

Patch Masters Drywall
Acoustic Removal & Drywall Textures

• Acoustic (popcorn)ceiling removal

• Water damage & drywall repair

• Sheetrock installation

• Machine applied textures

• Hand applied texture

• Retexturing & Painting

• BBB Accredited

Mike Church
Owner
CA Lic# 1004984
Bonded & Insured

(916) 847-7783
PatchMastersDrywall@yahoo.com

www.DrywallPatchMasters.com

CA$H for Diabetic Supplies

CONTACT
916 505-4673Grow your business in our  Grow your business in our  

Home Improvement  Home Improvement  
Guide!Guide!

Call Call (916) 773-1111(916) 773-1111 to  to 
advertise with us today!advertise with us today!
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with a doctor remotely 
before deciding whether 
to request transport to an 
emergency room.

Hume, who won the 
District 5 board seat in 
the 2022 election, said he 
responded to the Cosumnes 
River flooding that struck 
the area in winter 2023.

“I have convened of 
stakeholders, land own-
ers, land conservation 
groups, reclamation dis-
tricts and water districts to 
resurrect efforts that had 
been undertaken the last 
time the river overflowed 
its banks in 1997,” Hume 
said, explaining that his 
goal is to develop projects 
focused on flood atten-
uation, improved water 
management and ground-
water recharge.

He said the county is 
studying the matter and 
gathering information on 
the area’s hydrology.

I n  o n e  s e t b a c k , 
Rep .  Dor i s  Ma t su i , 
D-Sacramento, secured $2 
million to allow the Army 
Corps of Engineers to par-
ticipate in the studies but 
the Army Corps didn’t 
accept the appropriation. 
Hume said “they did not 
have the ability to accept 
the funding because they 
didn’t have the capability 
or the capacity to do that 
work in this area at this 
time.”

“ We  w e r e  v e r y 

displeased by that news,” 
Hume said, “and we are 
all committed on circling 
back and figuring out what 
we can do better position 
ourselves, and beter posi-
tion the Corps, so that they 
would be able to accept 
that funding.”

Managing water in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta is another 
major concern for Hume. 
He represents the county 
on a coalition of coun-
ties that touch the Delta, 
which he said exists “to 

hold the state accountable 
in their pursuit of the Delta 
Conveyance Project.”

He said the coalition 
had representatives of 
the Metropolitan Water 
Dis t r ic t  of  Southern 
California, a major backer 
of the project, take a tour 
of the Delta to learn about 
the impacts the coalition 
foresees. Hume and other 
coalition members vis-
ited Southern California to 
understand the water needs 
there.

“And so our ask of them 

is that we allow the water 
to flow through the Delta 
before they take it out, 
so that they are not con-
demning the Delta into 
permanent drought sta-
tus, and really causing 
the tipping point for what 
is a precarious situation 
already for our fisheries as 
well as our flyways and of 
course, certainly, our farm-
ers,” Hume said.

The Harvest  Water 
Project, under construction 
along Bruceville Road, will 
install pipelines that will 

take treated wastewater to 
the south county, where it 
can be used for irrigation.

Hume said the county 
will have the roads affected 
by the construction fully 
repaved.

“So that will at least be 
one section of unincorpo-
rated Sacramento County 
that will have fresh roads,” 
Hume said.

Hume said maintenance 
backlogs and increasing 
costs mean the county now 
has more than $1 billion in 
deferred roadwork. 

With the county receiv-
ing just half of the money 
it needs to maintain the 
current state of the roads, 
Hume said he saw “no 
realistic way” of address-
ing the issue other than 
continuing to bring it up.

A $25-million grant will 
improve a dangerous sec-
tion of Grant Line Road 
as part of the planned 
SouthEast  Connector 
Expressway.

On homelessness, Hume 
noted that the Sacramento 
Steps Forward Point in 
Time Count suggests that 
the county population of 
unsheltered homeless peo-
ple had decreased. 

He also spoke about 
a recent Supreme Court 
decision that allows local 
governments to impose 
penalties for camping on 
public land.

Hume noted recent 
c h a n g e s  i n  l e a d e r -
ship, including David 
Villanueva’s appointment 
in December last year as 
county executive. 

The board of supervisors 
on July 9 approved Joshua 
Green as the director of 
general services. 

Green is currently vice 
president of government 
and community affairs 
at Sky River Casino and 
he previously served as 
the general manager of 
Cosumnes Community 
Services District. � H

Continued from Page 1

Lic# 344700003

Serving buyers and sellers since 2002

Lyon Real Estate
2801 J Street, Sac, CA 95816
p 916-798-1786 (talk or text)
Visit: MoveInSacramento.com

@MoveInSacramento

LIC#01343344

Jennifer Hayes, Realtor    
Executive Associate

Find out what’s 
happening in  
your local area

Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
 

E A S T S A C R A M E N TO N E W S . C O M

With the Olympics set 
to begin today, it may be 
a good time for a Bible 
study.

No, I’m not going full 
Jerry Falwell on you. I 
just thought you might be 
interested in the biblical 
etymology of expressions 
used in the heat of sports 
competition.

According to the Online 
Etymology Dictionary, 
“Etymologies are not 
definitions; they’re expla-
nations of what our words 
meant and how they 
sounded 600 or 2,000 years 
ago.”

However, I’m going 
to take you a bit far-
ther back because, as a 
spiritual columnist, I’m 
somewhat amused to hear 
people unwittingly quote 
the Bible.  

So today, and just for 
trivial fun, I present some 
biblical sayings which 
might be inadvertently 

quoted by athletes at the 
Paris games.

For instance, when 
weightlifters talk about 
their “hard work and 
sweat” that brought them 
to the Olympics, they are 
making a veiled reference 
to Genesis 3:19.

I t’s  here that  God 
tells Adam and Eve that 
because of their transgres-
sion, there will be no more 
free lunch. Their survival 
will require hard work 
because it’ll only be “By 
the sweat of your brow you 
will eat your food. ...”

W h e n  a  g y m n a s t 

stumbles over his answers 
in a news interview, the 
reporter might suggest a 
favorable answer to his 
own question. Journalists 
call those questions “soft-
balls” and will often add, 
“I’m not trying to put 
words in your mouth.” 
That news reporter is try-
ing to evoke a printable 
quote as he unknowingly 
plagiarizes 2 Samuel 14:3: 
“And Joab put the words in 
her mouth.”

In sports competition, a 
cyclist might revel in his 
rival’s failure by saying his 
competitor “bit the dust.” 
Those words convey the 
vengeful spirit expressed 
in Psalm 72:9 “... and his 
enemies will lick the dust.”

“Rise and shine!” is an 
admonition a few coaches 
may use to awaken their 
Olympians for an early 
morning training routine. 
They do so without real-
izing they are quoting the 

prophet Isaiah, who said, 
“Arise, shine, for your light 
has come. ...” (60:1).

Or a swimmer in a 
tight race might modestly 
describe her win “by the 
skin of my teeth.” She is 
quoting Job 19:20, “I have 
escaped only by the skin of 
my teeth.”

And when a track star 
tells us they are “just going 
to concentrate and run the 
race before them,” they 
make a vague reference to 
Hebrews 12:1: “Let us run 
with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.”

When a high diver 
speaks in resigning tones 
of the poor scores received 
from international judges, 
they may choose their 
comment from two differ-
ent verses.

“I have to trust ‘the pow-
ers that be,’ they may say, 
without thought to Romans 
13:1:”... the powers that be 
are ordained of God.”

Or as the diver looks 
to his poor showing on 
the scoreboard, he may 
unknowingly quote Daniel 
5 as seeing “the writing on 
the wall.”

The humble relay racer 
knows hers is a team com-
petition with no “I” in the 
word “team.” So, when 
asked about her chances 
in an upcoming race, she 
resists the temptation to 
brag saying, “Pride comes 
before a fall.” She per-
haps knows she’s quoting 
Proverbs 16:18: “Pride 
goes before destruction, 
a haughty spirit before a 
fall.”

Of course, the one I 
expect to hear most often 
will be from coaches trying 
to lift the spirits of those 
athletes going home with-
out gold medals. “You can 
be proud to have competed 
for the USA because ‘You 
fought the good fight!’“

Those words should 

inspire them just as they 
may motivate the rest of 
us couch potatoes to get up 
and move. After all, they 
are the words that inspired 
Timothy when the Apostle 
Paul told his co-pastor to, 
“Fight the good fight for 
the true faith” (I Timothy 
6:12).

Go, Team USA!
I owe inspiration for 

this column to Steve 
Prokopchak’s  l is t  of 
30 Everyday Sayings 
That You Didn’t Know 
Originated from the Bible. 
See steveprokopchak.com.

Join Norris’ mailing list 
at www.thechaplain.net/
newsletter. Comment by 
voicemail or text message 
(843) 608-9715 or email 
comment@thechaplain.net. 
Snail mail occasionally 
checked at 10566 Combie 
Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 
95602. All his books are 
also available on his web-
site.� H

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Bible Will Inspire Our Olympians

Sacramento County Supervisor Pat Hume speaks at the State of the County Luncheon on July 19. Photo by Matthew Malone

Hume Covers ‘Wall Time,’ Water, Roads

Find Back Issues at

EastSacramentoNews.com
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We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

ABOUT TOWN
Elks Lodge Calendar  

of Events 
Farmer’s Market, 9 am-1 pm every 

Saturday.
Elks Lodge Sunday Breakfast, 8:30 

am-11 am every Sunday. Bring your 
friends and family; $15 tax included. 
Best deal in town. Made to order 
Omelets or eggs any way you want.. 
Bacon, sausage, potatoes, biscuits and 
gravy, pancakes, waffles, coffee large 
parties should call for reservations. 
Guests are VERY welcome!

Water Aerobics, Monday 10 am, 
Wednesday 2 pm, Friday 10 am

Yoga, Monday 12 pm, Wednesday 
3:30 pm. Lodge members free.

Martial Arts, Monday 5 pm
Pickleball, Mon & Wed 9 am-12 pm, 

Thu 4:30-7:30 pm, Sun 4-7 pm
To sign up or confirm schedule, join 

playtimescheduler.com
I m p ro v  N i g h t ,  2 n d  &  4 t h 

Wednesdays, 6-8 pm
Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:30 to 7 

pm 
See above and elks6.net for weekly 

menu.
Karaoke
Thursday 7 pm
Saturday 7:30 pm
Friday Happy Hour, Friday 4-7 pm
Line Dancing, 2nd and 4th Fridays

Nashville Hit Songwriters 
 at Miner’s Leap Aug. 9

Nashville songwriters Sarah Buxton and 
D. Vincent Williams will perform their hit 
compositions as part of The Sac Song & 
Wine Series on Friday, Aug. 9 at Miner’s 
Leap Winery in Clarksburg.

Buxton’s songs include “Stupid Boy” 
by Keith Urban, “PrizeFighter” by Trisha 
Yearwood, “For Her” by Chris Lane and 
“Sun Daze” by Florida Georgia Line. 
Williams penned such hits as “Four Walls” 
by Randy Travis, “The Last Ten Years 
(Superman)” by Kenny Rogers, “I’m 
Moving On” by Rascal Flatts and “Hands 
of a Working Man” by Ty Herndon.

Attendees will be treated to a live DJ set 
by DJ Louie Giovanni, food truck options, 
lawn games and more.

Future Sac Song & Wine shows are 
Sept. 20 and Oct. 11. For tickets and more 

information, see https://sacsongandwi-
neseries.com.

Friends of Sutter’s Fort 
Discounted Admission Rates 

Friends of Sutter’s Fort, in partner-
ship with Sutter’s Fort State Historic 
Park, is proud to present a series of fam-
ily-friendly events and activations this 
fall highlighted by holiday themed mov-
ies, an all-ages concert, and adventurous 
self-guided evening tours by flashlight or 
lantern light.    

For those interested in visiting inside 
Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park (that is 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily), all 
Fort admission fees will be waived for 
the duration of a major roof replacement 
and seismic stabilization project that is 
currently underway. 

Visitors can observe the rehabilita-
tion project firsthand and tour the Central 
Building, which remains open.  

For more, please visit www.suttersfort.
org.

Sacramento Area Museums  
Offer Plenty of Summertime 

Experiences  
The Greater Sacramento region is 

rich with museums and popular desti-
nations that offer plenty of must-see and 
must-do experiences to explore during 
the long and lazy days of summertime. 
The community is encouraged to show 
support for local museums by making 
plans to visit favorite locations (or dis-
covering new ones).

A sampling of must-see and must-do 
experiences and special activations 
offered by local museums this summer 
include the following:

Aerospace Museum of California – 
Due to popular demand, the museum’s 
Math Alive! exhibit has been extended 
to Labor Day (Sept. 2) with games, 
music, fashion, robotics, movie mak-
ing, and more. Museum visitors have 
the opportunity to ride in a live- action 
snowboard race, control a Mars rover, 
record a weather telecast, design a video 
game, or try out systems engineering 
for a city. For details, visit www.aero-
spaceca.org.

California State Railroad Museum 
& Foundation – Always a summertime 

favorite experience, the California State 
Railroad Museum & Foundation are 
proud to offer the only train ride expe-
rience behind an authentic, historic 
locomotive in the Sacramento region. 

Weekend excursion train ride guests 
delight in the sights, smells, and sounds 
of an authentic, historic locomotive as it 
rolls along the levees of the Sacramento 
River for a six- mile, 45-minute round-
trip excursion. 

Appealing to all ages, the experience 
offers guests the chance to enjoy train 
travel from an earlier era. For more 
details and/or to book a train ride, please 
visit www.californiarailroad.museum.

Crocker Art Museum – The com-
munity is invited to celebrate local 
hometown heroine Greta Gerwig with 
“Movies Off the Wall,” the Crocker’s 
summer film series screened in the out-
door courtyard against the Teel Family 
Pavilion’s iconic architecture. 

Guests are encouraged to arrive early 
to grab a seat and a bite to eat from 
Majka at the Crocker while grooving to 
film-inspired DJ sets. Then, attendees 
can sit back and relax under the stars for 
iconic films screened at larger-than-life 
scale. Films start at sundown and include 
“Lady Bird” on Thursday, Aug. 15. For 
more details, visit www.CrockerArt.org/
events.

Museum of Medical History – Filled 
with medical artifacts and curiosi-
ties (such as a working iron lung!) 
that demonstrate the evolution of the 
health care industry and how quickly 
advances in medicine have taken place, 
the Museum of Medical History will be 
open on Second Saturdays in July and 
August from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free for 
all visitors, more information is avail-
able at https://museumofmedicalhistory.
org/

Sacramento History Museum – 
Debuting Aug. 9, the museum is proud 
to present a limited-time exhibition 
titled “America’s Monsters, Superheroes 
and Villains: Our Culture at Play” from 
SuperMonsterCity. The engaging exhibi-
tion will be filled with 400+ vintage and 
original toys, comic books, games, post-
ers, packaging, TV commercials, movie 
trailers and more. For details, visit www.

SacHistoryMuseum.org.
SMUD Museum of Science & 

Curiosity (MOSAC) – The museum 
is excited to present a new exhibition, 
Health Connections presented by UC 
Davis Health. Health Connections show-
cases a variety of hands-on interactive 
activities that engage guests of all ages 
in many aspects of health, from the won-
ders of the latest medical discoveries 
happening in our community to topics 
ranging from muscles to mindfulness. 
Health Connections is the first exhi-
bition at the museum to be featured in 
English and Spanish. For more details, 
visit www.visitmosac.org.

For more information about upcom-
ing activities offered by Sacramento area 
museums, “like” them on Facebook at 
www.Facebook.com/SacMuseums, fol-
low them on Instagram and Twitter @
SacMuseums or visit the user-friendly 
website at www.SacMuseums.org.

          

Elks 6 Volunteer  
Opportunities 

PM Crew - We welcome anyone will-
ing to work  but especially if you have 
experience in mechanical,  electrical, gen-
eral contracting, painting, or plumbing the 
lodge really needs you. 
- Bar Back - Help out the paid bartenders 
for large events. 
- Bartender - Riverside bar for Elks events                              
There will be a meeting for volunteer bar 
tenders some time this week.  email or 
text Sue Hill if you want to be on the 
meeting list 
- Sunday Breakfast - Cook, Serve, bus 
tables                                        
- Wednesday Night Dinners - Help 
or adopt a night one time or once a 
month. 
- Join the membership committee. Attend 
events and be available to give tours
- Help at membership booth at Farmers 
Market
- Man a membership booth at the 
Craft Fair
or Parking Lot Sale
- Make phone calls to members

 If any of the above sound like 
something you would enjoy doing, 
please text Kathy Smith, 916-606-
9313.� H

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

By Ashley Craig, Navy 
Office of Community 
Outreach

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Pet ty  Off icer  2nd 
Class Austin Eckard, a 
Sacramento native, is 
one of the sailors serv-
ing aboard USS Henry M. 
Jackson, continuing the 
U.S. Navy’s 124-year tra-
dition of service under 
the sea to help ensure 
Americans’ safety.

Eckard graduated from 
Highlands High School in 
2020.

The skills and values 
needed to succeed in the 
Navy are similar to those 
found in Sacramento, 
according to Eckard.

“The lessons I carry 
with me came from when 
I was becoming an Eagle 
Scout, are the importance 
of perseverance and hard 
work,” Eckard said. “I put 
in hundreds of hours of 
work on my own for my 
Eagle project. The wooden 
cross at Citrus Heights 
United Methodist Church, 
my Scout troop’s charter 
organization, was vandal-
ized, so I replaced it with 
a steel one that couldn’t 
be vandalized. I’m a nuke 
and nukes have one of the 
hardest, if not the hard-
est, schools to go through 
and the longest. Being a 
mechanic has the short-
est variant of nuke school 

and it was still a year and a 
half. That’s long hours and 
lots of studying. Pressing 
through all that and all of 
the hard work was defi-
nitely attributed to the 
perseverance I gained 
while working toward 
Eagle Scout.”

Eckard joined the Navy 
four years ago. Today, 
Eckard serves as a machin-
ist’s mate (nuclear).

“I joined the Navy 
because I was figuring out 
something to do out of 
high school,” said Eckard. 
“In 2016, I had the chance 
to go to Pearl Harbor for 
the 75th anniversary of 
the attack. We toured all 
the Navy stuff out there 
and heard a lot of inspir-
ing speeches. One of the 
speakers was Lou Conter, 
a USS Arizona survivor 
who was on the ship when 
it got hit. He retired from 
the Navy as a lieutenant 
commander. He was kind 
of an inspiration for me to 
do this. A lot of my family 
had been in the Air Force 
as well but I always liked 
the Navy more.”

Known as America’s 
“Apex Predators,” the 
Navy’s submarine force 
operates a large fleet of 
technically advanced ves-
sels. These submarines 
are capable of conducting 
rapid defensive and offen-
sive operations around 
the world, in furtherance 

of U.S. national security. 
A major component of 
that maritime security is 
homeported at Naval Base 
Kitsap, in Washington.

There are three basic 
types of submarines: 
fast-attack submarines 
(SSN), ballistic-missile 
submarines (SSBN) and 
guided-missile submarines 
(SSGN).

Fas t -a t tack  subma-
rines are designed to hunt 
down and destroy enemy 
submarines and surface 
ships; strike targets ashore 

with cruise missiles; carry 
and deliver Navy SEALs; 
conduct  in te l l igence, 
surveillance, and recon-
naissance missions; and 
engage in mine warfare. 
The Virginia-class SSN is 
the most advanced subma-
rine in the world today. It 
combines stealth and pay-
load capability to meet 
combatant commanders’ 
demands in this era of stra-
tegic competition.

The Navy’s ballistic-mis-
sile submarines, often 
referred to as “boomers,” 

serve as a strategic deter-
rent by providing an 
undetectable platform for 
submarine-launched bal-
listic missiles. SSBNs are 
designed specifically for 
stealth, extended patrols 
and the precise delivery of 
missiles. The Columbia-
class SSBN will be the 
largest, most capable and 
most advanced subma-
rine produced by the U.S. 
– replacing the current 
Ohio-class ballistic-missile 
submarines to ensure con-
tinuous sea-based strategic 
deterrence into the 2080s.

Guided-missile subma-
rines provide the Navy 
with unprecedented strike 
and special operation mis-
sion capabilities from a 
stealthy, clandestine plat-
form. Each SSGN is 
capable of carrying 154 
Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles, plus a complement of 
heavyweight torpedoes to 
be fired through four tor-
pedo tubes.

Strategic deterrence is 
the nation’s ultimate insur-
ance program, according 
to Navy officials. As a 
member of the submarine 
force, Eckard is part of 
a 124-year history of the 
U.S. Navy’s most versatile 
weapons platform, capa-
ble of taking the fight to 
the enemy in the defense of 
America and its allies.

The Pacific Submarine 
Force maximizes the 

Navy’s strengths of knowl-
edge, stealth, agility, 
firepower and endurance.

“The men and women 
of the Pacific Submarine 
Force are among our best 
and brightest Americans,” 
said Rear Adm. Richard 
S e i f ,  C o m m a n d e r , 
Submarine Force U.S. 
Pacific Fleet. “The pace of 
activity across the force is 
eye-watering and our abil-
ity to remain on-scene 
unseen is only possible due 
to their hard work and crit-
ical thinking. We are lethal, 
far-reaching and incredi-
bly capable, and we deter 
aggression through our 
demonstrated advantage in 
the undersea domain.”

Eckard takes pride 
in serving the country 
through military service.

“For me, serving in the 
Navy is just a job,” said 
Eckard.“However, being 
on a ballistic-missile sub-
marine also means I am 
directly part of protect-
ing the country. Strategic 
deterrence is the No. 1 
Department of Defense 
mission and we are the 
most survivable leg of the 
nuclear triad.”

Eckard is planning for 
the future after his service 
with the Navy.

“I want to be an engi-
neer when I get out of the 
Navy,” Eckard said. “My 
dream job is working at 
NASA.” � H

Sacramento Native Continues 124-Year Sub Tradition

Austin Eckard of Sacramento is currently serving in the 
Navy. Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Josiah 
Trombley
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*Sale applies to all indicated items except “Special Buys”, and all “Mega Clearance”. Sale price not available in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  
Allow time for delivery on some items. Sizes and colors are approximate. Sale ends August 11, 2024

Brooklynn, CPO
(Chief Persuasion Officer)

5th Generation, Naturwood Family

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

w i t h  U . S .  &  I m p o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s
M A D E IN THE U S A

P R O U D L Y

Largest Selection of

Products

916-351-0227
www.naturwood.com

12125 Folsom Blvd. 
Rancho Cordova

Mon - Fri 10am – 6pm  
Sat 10am – 6pm • Sun 11am – 6pm

ChooseChoose
 from from
Over Over 

100100
DiningDining  

SetsSets

All Dining is on Sale!* Table w Self-Storing Leaf  $599 reg. $679

Side Chair with Cusion $119 reg. $129
42” X 60” W/1-18” BFLY

Trestle Table  $1299 reg. $1449

Side Chair with Cusion $179 reg. $199
40” X 76-98” 42” X 86-122”

Counter Height Table  $629 reg. $699

24” Stool $159 reg. $179
60” X 36” X 42”

7-Piece Dining Table Set $2198 reg. $2898

42” X 60” 2-18”LF

Aspen Court

Harper Tuscany

Zoey

Drake

Catt ail Bungalow
Trestle Table  $2069 reg. $2299

Side Chair with Cusion $429 reg. $499    |   56” Sideboard $1999 reg. $2229
42” X 60” 2-18”LF

Trestle Table  $1239 reg. $1369

Side Chair $179 reg. $199  
213797

090295

144709

754917

493290763959

Sacramento Fine Arts Center News 
Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - American 
Watercolor Society Traveling Exhibition 
from New York will be in town Aug. 6 
through Aug. 31 at the Sacramento Fine 
Arts Center in Carmichael. 

International watercolorists are repre-
sented in the 157th American Watercolor 
Society Traveling Exhibition.

The American Watercolor Society is 
one of the oldest and most prestigious 
art societies in the world, according to 
the Sacramento Fine Arts Center, and its 
exhibit is one of the most revered. The 
society’s Traveling Exhibition includes 
40 paintings selected from 1,100 entries 
and appears at three museums or galleries 
throughout the year. Sac Arts is honored 
to be one of the few venues selected for 

this exhibit.
In addition to the American Watercolor 

Society Traveling Exhibit, Sacramento 
Fine Arts Center will feature the water-
colors of highly regarded Sacramento 
watercolor artists in Gallery 3. 

The Foyer Gallery will feature a silent 
auction for small original artworks by 
local artists. Live watercolor artist demos 
will be held on Saturdays in August. 

The American Watercolor Society 
Traveling Exhibition is on display Aug. 6 
through Aug. 31 in the main galleries of 
the Sacramento Fine Arts Center. The gal-
lery is open to the public from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday and from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday. There is free 
parking and $10 entry donations accepted 
at the door. 

The Sacramento Fine Arts Center, 
founded in 1986, is composed of artists 

and art organizations. 
Its mission is to encourage the creation 

and presentation of original visual arts, to 
support the cultural life of the community 
and to encourage all artists to fulfill their 

potential.
The Sacramento Fine Arts Center is at 

5330-B Gibbons Drive, Carmichael. For 
more information, call 916-971-3713 or 
email angelia@sacfinearts.org. � H

Visitors can expect to see an array of watercolors by talented artists at the 157th American 
Watercolor Society Traveling Exhibition. Photos courtesy of Sacramento Fine Arts Center

American Watercolor Society Brings Exhibit to Sacramento
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