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By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The
thick row of parents
stared intently and quietly
through the glass windows
dividing them from their
children who were com-
peting in the Ramtown
Karate Tournament held
recently in Dixon. This is
the kind of tournament that
may draw smiles and pos-
sibly hugs, but mostly the
large rooms are filled with
silence dotted by occa-
sional loud, single-syllable
yells.

This shout, commonly
known as a kiai, is not
just a random sound,
but a deliberate expres-
sion of energy, power, and

focus, according to karate
experts. The use of the kiai

Young karate students demonstrate a kata in the Ramtown
Karate Tournament fundraiser held in Dixon recently. Photo by
Debra Dingman

is an essential part of mar-
tial arts practice and has

both practical and psycho-
logical benefits.

Sensei Jim Ernest had
also noted the many par-
ents present that day and
gave credit to them for
their students’ success.

“Look at the parents,” he
said. “They’ve been there
for their kids. They’ve
been on time to the prac-
tices. They drive them to
the tournaments and they
cheer them on. They are
really, really involved.”

Ramtown Karate
students were partic-
ipating in an athletic
tournament for the purpose
of raising money for the
five Northern California
Jr. Team USA members

Continued on page 10

Public Protests Over Water Rate Increase

Resident Richard Ropiak is

Residents line up at the

The resdent above, who works

The resident above

the first of many residents
to object to a water rate
increase in Dixon, which
will be added to the water
portion of the city utility bills.

July 16 meeting to oppose
the water rate increase to
protest, with the above
resident calling the move
unethical and illegal.

in the medical sector, said the
water rate study provided to
the public took a lot of work
to read, leaving her with more
questions than answers.

expressed concern for
group homes affected by
the rate increase, citing the
Americans with Disabilities
Act.

Story and photos
by Angela Underwood

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The water rate
increase is officially in effect.

“Here is the one I think everyone
is waiting for,” Mayor Steve Bird
said before announcing the adoption
of the water rate increase on July 16.
The once-looming increase is now
a reality after detailed draft stud-
ies, creating an ad hoc committee,
and holding public workshops and
hearings.

The water rate increase is among
a few Dixon water issues, including

the city's recent joining of a law-
suit against the state of California
over Chromium water levels and the
recent approval of $119,000 for more
work on the Valley Glen Well Project
in southern Dixon.

With no other way to wipe out
the $417,000 annual operating defi-
cit that includes deferred capital
projects, passing the increase meant
hearing from the public beforehand.
IB Water Rate Study Consultant
Habib Isaac made it clear before
adopting the increase that he would
“not answer any questions from the
public,” rather only to the council.

Officials contend the increase
will help fund critical and near-term
projects. A water meter replace-
ment program, a new well, electrical
upgrades, and well upgrades and
replacement are just a few of the
projects totaling $13.5 million.

Even with an increase, officials
pointed out that existing rates remain
at some of the region's lowest levels
before and after the rise. However,
the silver lining seemed to upset resi-
dent Richard Ropiak even more, with
the local reminding officials, “We are
on a water bowl; we better have the

Continued on page 8

Wine and
Art Stroll a
Two-Decade
Tradition

Inside Dawson's Bar & Grill,
this winery was set up for
pouring last year. This year's
wineries include Berryessa
Gap, Wooden Valley Winery,
Turkovich, and Caymus. Photo
by Debra Dingman

By Ben Edokpayi

DIXON, CA (MPG) - On Aug.
17, wine and food con-
noisseurs will flock to
downtown Dixon.

This event is a two-de-
cade tradition.

“This will be the best
Wine and Art Stroll we
have ever had,” said
Downtown Dixon Business
Association President Jill
Ferguson-Orr.

With wine glasses in
hand, attendees visit var-
ious businesses to sample
wine and appetizers. They
will hear live music and see
art displays during the vis-
its. Entry tickets are $35,
which includes a commem-
orative wine glass. Wine
tasters must be at least 21
years old.

Participating busi-
nesses at this year’s event
include Kevin Johnson’s
Remax Gold Real Estate,
Bud’s Pub and Grill, Busy
Bee Yoga, Luke’s Lounge,
The Moose Lodge, Dixon
History Museum, The
Creative Space, Cynde’s
Place and First Northern
Bank.

Others include B Street
Barber Shop, Barrett-Leber
Realty, Every Baking
Moment, Dawson’s Bar
and Grill, Avila Flooring,
PIP Wine Bar, Tres
Banditas, Century 21
Epic, BobTail Apparel,
Sofia Grace Boutique, Art
of Touch, All Good Ink,
Vida Salon Nino’s Cut
and Shave, Dixon Frosty,
ARCK Loans, Chamber of
Commerce, Almond Tree
Mortgage, The Farmstead,
and Grocery Outlet.

“We are really proud
of the quality of vendors
and everything we do
goes back downtown for
Oktoberfest, Halloween,
and the Christmas Tree
Lighting,” Orr said. “These
functions are all sponsored
by the Downtown Dixon
Business Association and
are an enduring legacy of
former DDBA President
Rob Salaber.”

The event was first orga-
nized by Salaber in 2002.

Salaber died in
December 2022, two
decades after he birthed
this downtown tradition.

“We will be forever
grateful to Rob Salaber. He

Continued on page 8
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When You Know You Can Help, Apply

By Debra Dingman

While at a recent appointment, I shared
a conversation with a Dixon teacher.
School was due to start shortly and I know
those are usually exciting times for teach-
ers as they get their classrooms decorated
and stocked for another school year with
children.

Since I had been covering the school
board and trying to keep up on some of the
Dixon plans, I mentioned that I was aware
of the numerous openings in our district and
that I knew of a few people who were hired
without teaching credentials. She said that
was no surprise as even our district superin-
tendent didn’t have one. That was a source
of contention with a lot of Dixon teachers.

For experienced teachers, they have gone
through extra education and expense to be
able to teach so I can see why there might
be some resentment. On the other hand,
what an awesome opportunity for those
who want to teach—they get to experience
teaching while they finish any requirements.
It seems to me that those are the people who
are truly excited for the opportunity.

Now remember, I’'m old enough to have
lived through decades of school ups and
downs in this state and wanted to remind
readers that this is just another change.

Here is some history: Early in California,
the responsibility of certifying qualifica-
tions for teachers was held by schools and
districts. In the late 1940s, there was a
movement to increase professionalism in
teaching through state standards and uni-
form governance.

According to an article by Sidney A.
Inglis in a government booklet on the
History of Policies and Forces Shaping
California Teacher Credentialing, it was in
the 1950s when growing national dissatis-
faction with the public-school curriculum

and the preparation of teachers ultimately
fed into politics. A State Senator, Hugo
Fisher, pushed for subject matter prepara-
tion of elementary and secondary teachers
and reduced emphasis of lesson planning
and classroom management.

The Ryan Act of 1970 created the first
independent standards board in the nation,
the Commission on Teacher Preparation
and Licensing. The purpose was a step
toward establishing teaching as a recog-
nized profession.

Their mission states, “The Commission
on Teacher Credentialing is to ensure integ-
rity and high quality in the preparation,
conduct and professional growth of the
educators who serve California’s public
schools. Its work shall reflect both statutory
mandates that govern the Commission and
research on professional practices.”

I found an entire chapter about the
1990s when I was back in college where
that Commission was highly influential in
school reform and pushed for smaller class
size, thus creating a demand for teachers.
Every young woman I knew at that time
wanted to become a teacher, but it took an
extra two years of college coursework and
apprenticeship. When Covid hit, the world
of teaching dramatically changed creating a
national teacher shortage that is one of the
worst in California. There are three main
reasons: 1) Rapid decline in teacher prepa-
ration enrollments; 2) New demand for
better teacher-pupil ratios in districts seek-
ing to return to recession course offerings
and class sizes; and 3) Teacher turnover.

So now is just another wave of change
in Dixon’s teachers' demand and supply. If
you know you can help, apply on EdJoin.
com. While some teachers are leaving for
more money elsewhere, there are newbies
who can’t wait to become part of Dixon
Unified and educate our students. *

New California Law Aims
to Address Teacher Shortage

California Commission on Teacher
Credentialing News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The California
Commission on Teacher Credentialing is
optimistic that a new state law intended
to address the teacher shortage will help
eliminate barriers to the profession and
attract more prospective educators into
classrooms.

Senate Bill 153, signed by Governor
Gavin Newsom on June 29, and effec-
tive immediately, allows for a qualifying
bachelor’s degree or higher in any subject
to be all that is needed for an individual
to demonstrate basic skills required for
admission to most teacher preparation
programs.

This means that if an applicant holds
a bachelor’s degree or higher from a
regionally accredited institution of higher
education, teacher preparation programs
will no longer need to verify demonstrated
competence in reading, writing, and
mathematics through any other options,
including passing the California Basic
Skills Examination for Teachers (CBEST)
or performing a transcript review.

“This change in state educator prepa-
ration policy represents a major shift that
will benefit the vast majority of prospec-
tive educators in California,” said Mary
Vixie Sandy, executive director, California
Commission on Teacher Credentialing.

“Now is a great time for anyone with
a qualifying bachelor’s degree or higher
who has considered teaching to take the
next step to pursue their passion for edu-
cation and apply to one of the state’s many
accredited teacher preparation programs.”

The Commission’s recent teacher supply
annual report to the Legislature tracked

an 11.2 % year-over-year decrease in the
number of new teaching credentials issued
between 2021-22 and 2022-23. In the most
recent 2022-23 fiscal year data, there were
14,636 new teaching credentials issued
compared to 16,484 the previous year.

“The CSU greatly appreciates the state’s
decision to recognize the bachelor’s degree
as demonstration of basic skills com-
petence for educator credentials,” said
Commissioner Shireen Pavri, assistant vice
chancellor of the Educator and Leadership
Program at California State University.

“We believe this is exactly the right
move toward reducing barriers for those
considering teaching, counseling, and
other education professions in California.”

The State of California has provided
approximately $1.6 billion since 2016-17
to address the teacher shortage.

The 2022-23 state budget funded
eight career counselors staffed at the
Commission on Teacher Credentialing to
provide one-on-one assistance to anyone
interested in becoming an educator.

These experienced staff members serve
as career guidance counselors, creden-
tial experts, subject matter experts, and
resource specialists for individuals seeking
to make the transition into a PK-12 educa-
tional career.

The Commission on Teacher
Credentialing offers the following
resources for those interested in pursuing
a teaching credential:

Roadmap to Teaching

Career Counselor Appointment Request

Approved Teacher Preparation Programs

Funding Your Future in Teaching

For additional information on how to
become an educator in California, contact
credentials@ctc.ca.gov. *

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are Iooking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

MPG Call us today at 9167731111

Dixon News Briefs
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By MPG Staff

Friends of the Dixon
Library Bag Sale

The Friendly Bookworm Bookstore is
having a Bag Sale from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 10 at 200 North 1st Street,
next to the Dixon Public Library. Fill a bag
for $5. Standard-size grocery bags will be
provided. The Children's Room will be open
at regular prices. Cash or check only, some
items are excluded from the sale. All pro-
ceeds benefit the programs of the Dixon
Public Library.

See Bonanza King
at Pardi Plaza

Enjoy some fine live music on a summer
evening! The City of Dixon and The Dixon
District Chamber of Commerce invite you
to an evening featuring Bonanza King play-
ing Western swing, old country, and blues on
Thursday, Aug. 15. 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Dixon Lions Club
16th Annual Texas Hold ‘em
Poker Fundraiser
Join us on Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024,
Cocktails begin at 5 p.m., Poker starts at 7
p.m. No host Bar. Must be 21 or older to
attend. Fundraiser proceeds benefit youth
sports and activities, Dixon High School
Scholarships, Lions Club Vision Program,
Elementary and Middle School Programs.
Downtown Olde Vets Hall 231 North First

Street. For more information, please call
Chris Ford at (916)-713-9654.

Dixon’s Planning Commission
The meeting scheduled for Tuesday; Aug.
13 has been canceled.
Ribbon Cutting at Solano
Life House

Celebrate Solano Life Houses’ new owner-
ship with light refreshments. Free admission,
open to everyone. 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 575
South Jefferson Street. Tuesday, Aug. 13.

Come and Get some Hummus
and Farm
Fresh Vegetables

Every Thursday, the Downtown Dixon
Farmer’s Market takes place. You can
indulge in organic fruits and vegetables,

Bonanza King is to play some Western Blues at Pardi Plaza on Au
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gust 15. Courtesy photo

freshly baked bread, nuts, homemade salsa,
tamales, hummus, olive oil, sweets, and
more. The market runs from 5 to 7:30 p.m.
until Sept. 26 at Women’s Improvement Club
Park, 230 North First Street.

Veterans Dinner

It’s Fish Friday with Coleslaw on the menu
for Friday, Aug. 9, around 5:30 p.m. The cost
is $12 per person. The hall is located at 1305
North First Street and helps support veterans.

Wine & Art Stroll

Come downtown and enjoy some amaz-
ing wine, food, and music Saturday, Aug.
17 from 4 to 8 p.m. Tickets purchased
before Aug. 8 are $30. After, they become
$35. Each comes with a commemorative
wine glass. This event will happen rain or
shine. Visit www.downtowndixonca.com
for more information. Must be 21 years old
or over to attend.

Don’t Forget about
Railroad Days

Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 7 and 8,
Railroad Days will be here soon. Come
enjoy fun for the entire family! Vintage
Train Modelers come to town. Gold pan-
ning, kiddie train rides, trading post store,
live music, and vendors. Local food and
drinks. In historic Downtown Dixon, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Jess Jones to Speak
at the next Dixon Historical
Society Meeting

Come hear Jess Jones talk about the capti-
vating history of the Jones Family on Sunday,
Aug. 11 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Dixon United
Methodist Church, 209 N. Jefferson Street.
Information about the Dixon Historical
Society and how to become a member can be
found on the website at www.dixonhistorical-
society.org.

The Art and Music Center
in Rio Vista welcomes the
Fabulous Cruise Tones

The Main Street Concert Series by the
River continues with its second perfor-
mance on Aug. 9, from 7 to 9 p.m. Come
enjoy The Fabulous Cruise Tones, a pop-
ular top 40 cover band at the end of Main
Street, next to City Hall. 1 Main Street.
For more information, please visit www.
artandmusiccenter.com. *

Lions Poker Night Fundraiser!

3

Dixon Lions Club News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Dixon Lions Club 16th
annual, extremely popular, Texas Hold-Em
Poker Night Fundraiser will be held Saturday,
Aug. 17, at the Downtown Olde Vets Hall
open to anyone 21 and older.

A no-host bar opens at 5 p.m. and poker
starts at 7 p.m.

You do not need to be a seasoned player;
professional dealers will help you play and
have fun. You can also plan a group table with
friends.

There will be a no-host bar, prizes and 50/50
raffle. You can attend the Downtown Dixon
Business Association Wine Stroll first and then
play some poker.

A $100 donation per person provides an
enjoyable time at the poker night fundraiser
while giving back to those in need in the Dixon
community. For tickets, contact any Dixon

You do not need to be a seasoned player; professional dealers will help you play and have fun.
You can also plan a group table with friends. Image by Markus Schwedt from Pixabay

Lions Club member, buy at Dixon’s Grocery
Outlet, call 916-713-9654 or buy at the door.
Cash, check and credit cards are accepted.

Since the Dixon Lions Club’s chartering in
1954, proceeds from past fundraising events
have gone to Team Dixon, Dixon Unified
School District, Dixon Toys for Tots, Dixon
Schools Athletic Boosters, Dixon Relay
for Life, Dixon High School scholarships,
Remember A-Vet, Dixon Bids for Kids, Dixon
Destination Imagination, Dixon Dolphins
swim team, Dixon youth sports programs,
Dixon Family Services, Dixon High School
Open House, Dixon High School Sober Grad
Night, Dixon FFA, Dixon Elementary School
outdoor education trips and Lions Club vision
programs.

For more information about the Dixon Lions
Club, visit its website at http://e-Clubhouse.
org/sites/DixonCA or Facebook page at Dixon
Lions Club. *
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More than Farm Fresh

By Angela Underwood

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Where can
you find plump produce and
community connections while
helping sustain local soil?

Answer: the Dixon Farmer's
Market on Thursday nights.

Becca Bernard and her part-
ner, Ahmad (Simba) Baratti,
the farm and market man-
ager, consider it an honor to
feed residents the finest fruits
and vegetables farmed locally
for several reasons, including
health.

“There is ample scientific
evidence showing that eating
healthier correlates with a lon-
ger life expectancy,” Bernard
said, adding that there are
worldwide “blue zones” where
people live the longest due to
diet. “Eating fresh fruits, veg-
etables, nuts, and other natural
foods is the secret to a health-
ier life.”

While Bernard said the duo's
primary goal is to increase
awareness and access to fresh,
unprocessed foods, it is also
about variety.

“We work with dozens of
farmers and vendors to pro-
vide a diverse selection of
locally grown and made foods,”
Bernard said.

Diversity breeds connec-
tion in the market. According
to Bernard, farmers who sell
directly to residents receive
high-quality feedback from
their customers through weekly
interactions.

“We love hearing about the
delicious recipes our custom-
ers create with the ingredients
they buy from us,” Bernard
said. “These relationships lead
to many possibilities, includ-
ing customer suggestions for
new crops to grow or introduc-
ing you to unique varieties of
vegetables.”

Beyond local love is cost.
Bernard said farmers make
only 15 cents per product,
with the rest going to retail

Ahmad (Simba) Baratti stands with partner Becca Bernard, local farmers who run the Dixon Farmer's Market from
5 to 7:30 p.m. every Thursday. Photo courtesy of Becca Bernard

Becca Bernard stands with Pal, the
honorary farmer’s market mascot,
and Victoria of Sunflowers and Sage
Herb Farm. Photo courtesy of Becca Bernard

costs. Buying directly from
local farmers offers fresher
produce while local economic
sustainability, especially for

heirloom tomatoes and ba5|l can be found at the Dixon Market Photo
courtesy of Becca Bernard

cultural shift, returning to the
traditions of our ancestors and

young farmers.
“We're experiencing a

becoming stewards of the land
once again,” Bernard said.
“We must think not just one or
two seasons ahead but for our
great-grandchildren seven gen-
erations down the road, who
will rely on this same soil for
sustenance.”

Doing so entails eating less
big-box and more local. By
shopping at farmers markets,
Bernard said, patrons become a
part of the sustainability cycle,
stewarding the land.

“The sweetness of a
peak-season strawberry or a
juicy fig bursting from the
skin in summer is unmatched,”
Bernard said. “Although it can
be challenging to adjust to sea-
sonal eating, it makes the return
of our favorite fruits and vege-
tables that much more special.”

Along with a longer life and
local sustainability, there are
undeniable connections among
those wandering through the
farmer's market on Thursday
nights. Bernard will be the
first to talk about the seren-
dipitous encounters between
marketgoers.

“About 10 years ago, a
mutual friend introduced me
to Simba at the Davis farmers
market,” Bernard said. “Over
the years, our friendship blos-
somed into a relationship, and
now, seven years later, we work
together to connect communi-
ties with the farmers who grow
their food.”

Fast-forward and the couple
cannot express enough grati-
tude to the weekly regulars who
support the local small busi-
nesses and farmers.

“We love chatting with you,
saying hi to your kiddos and
dogs, and seeing you interact
with each other to foster a com-
munity of care and concern,”
Bernard said. “The community
becomes an extended family,
allowing us to check in on each
other and share life updates
about the grandkids or your
most recent road trips.” *
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Scammers Target PG&E Customers,
Here's What Not to Fall Victim to

FOR THE LOVE OF
Pl @ g C
DOOUNKD

PG&E News Release

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, CA (MPG) - Utility
scams have continued at an alarming rate
during 2024, with Pacific Gas and Electric
(PG&E) customers reporting over $334,000
in losses to scammers. To stop this trend,
PG&E is committed to helping customers
recognize the signs of a scam and avoid fall-
ing victim.

A typical sign of a scam targeting a util-
ity customer includes a caller claiming to
be from PG&E and threatening disconnec-
tion if immediate payment is not made via a
pre-paid debit card, digital payment mobile
application, or other methods of money
transfer. As a reminder, PG&E will never
send a single notification to a customer
within one hour of a service interruption and
will never ask customers to make payments
with a pre-paid debit card, gift card, any form
of cryptocurrency, or instant mobile payment
applications, like Zelle® or Venmo.

“Scammers seek to create a sense of panic,
threatening disconnection of utility services
if immediate payment is not made,’said Matt
Foley, lead customer scam investigator for
PG&E. “If a phone call, visit to your home or
email doesn’t feel right, don’t fall for it. Hang
up, shut the door or delete it. Remember,
PG&E will never ask for your financial infor-
mation over the phone or via email, nor will
we request payment via pre-paid debit cards
or other methods of money transfer, includ-
ing mobile applications.”

During 2024, PG&E has received nearly
15,000 reports of scams targeting residen-
tial and business customers with customers
reporting losses of over $334,000. The aver-
age scam victim lost over $600, and over 500
customers have reported falling victim. This
number is likely just the tip of the iceberg
however, as many scams go unreported.

Business customers also are not immune
from scam attempts. In fact, PG&E has
received 528 reports of scams targeting small
and medium-sized businesses this year, and
these attempts frequently occur during busy
business hours when scammers hope to catch
unsuspecting victims while they are distracted
or stressed.

Another recent scam trend involves scam-
mers creating fake websites which provide a
fraudulent phone number when you search
services related to PGE such as “bill pay” or
“start/stop” service. These sites and phone
numbers often appear when a handheld
device is used to search for and contact PGE.
As a reminder, customers looking to contact
PG&E should either call our customer ser-
vice number, 800-743-5000 or by logging
into your account at www.pge.com.

Scammers can be convincing and often tar-
get those who are most vulnerable, including
senior citizens and low-income communities.
They also aim their scams at small business

owners during busy customer service hours.
However, with the right information, cus-
tomers can learn to detect and report these
predatory scams by visiting www.pge.com/
scams or by calling 1-833-500-SCAM.

Signs of a potential scam

Threat to disconnect: Scammers may
aggressively demand immediate payment for
an alleged past due bill.

Request for immediate payment:
Scammers may instruct the customer to pur-
chase a prepaid card, then call them back
supposedly to make a bill payment.

Request for prepaid card: When the
customer calls back, the caller asks the
customer for the prepaid card’s number,
which grants the scammer instant access to
the card’s funds.

Refund or rebate offers: Scammers may
say that your utility company overbilled you
and owes you a refund, or that you are enti-
tled to a rebate, and ask you for your personal
financial information.

Scammers Impersonating Trusted Phone
Numbers: Scammers are now able to create
authentic looking 800 numbers which appear
on your phone display. The numbers don't
lead back to PG&E if called back, however,
so if you have doubts, hang up and either
log into your account at pge.com to confirm
your bill details or call PG&E at 1-833-500-
SCAM. If customers ever feel that they are in
physical danger, they should call 9-1-1.

How customers can protect themselves

Customers should never purchase a pre-
paid card to avoid service disconnection
or shutoff. PG&E does not specify how
customers should make a bill payment
and offers a variety of ways to pay a bill,
including accepting payments online, by
phone, automatic bank draft, mail or
in person.

If a scammer threatens immediate discon-
nection or shutoff of service without prior
notification, customers should hang up the
phone, delete the email, or shut the door.
Customers with delinquent accounts receive
an advance disconnection notification, typi-
cally by mail and included with their regular
monthly bill.

Signing up for an online account at pge.
com is another safeguard. Not only can cus-
tomers log in to check their balance and
payment history, but they can also sign up
for recurring payments, paperless billing and
helpful alerts.

Customers who suspect that they have
been victims of fraud, or who feel threatened
during contact with one of these scammers,
should contact local law enforcement. The
Federal Trade Commission's website is also a
good source of information about how to pro-
tect personal information.

For more information about scams, visit
pge.com/scams or https://consumer.ftc.gov/
scams. *

UC Regents Approve New
Student Housing at UC Davis

By BreAnda Northcutt

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - UC Davis
will break ground on a
new residence hall next
spring in the Segundo
area, following approval
this week by the UC
Board of Regents. The
$100 million project aims
to address the growing
demand for on-campus
housing and commitments
the campus has made with
the city of Davis.

Pictured here is a rendering of what the new student housing
building will look like. Photo courtesy of Katherine E Kerlin
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By Amy Shane
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Death at Morning House

by Maureen Johnson

From the mind behind
the Truly Devious series
comes a whole new mys-
tery ready to be solved.

It all started with a can-
dle. Marlowe Wexler
thought her moment was
finally here. After years
of watching her crush
from afar, Marlowe lands
the same summer job.
Now, instead of hoping
to cross paths at school,
they work side by side
at the local ice cream
shop. But then everything
goes catastrophically
wrong. A simple can-
dle and sweet intentions
bring everything down
in flames, including her
house-sitting job. Now, all
Marlowe can do is set out
on a new summer job, one
that will take her away
from the memory of her
disastrous date.

The Morning House has
always been a local leg-
end. A giant mansion built
on its own island in the
20's and owned by the very
reclusive and odd Ralston
Family. But The Morning
House was truly known for
its infamous tragedy. With
two of the children dying
in one day and the family
leaving shortly after, the
Morning House stood as
a beacon of mystery, fro-

w1 NEW Fork TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR.
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# Release Date: Aug.6, 2024

new benefactor decides to
open the house for tours
over 90 years later, every-
one is all buzz. Luckily for
Marlowe, they need one
more person to live at the
house and help lead tours.
It was everything Marlowe
needed, or so she thought.
While everyone was very
welcoming when Marlowe
arrived, all too quickly, she
found out why. Marlowe
was working at a house
full of secrets, secrets that
would soon rise like the
tide, and Marlowe was
right in the middle.

Death at Morning
House is the perfect
mystery read of sum-

of mystery, Maureen
Johnson, knows how to
dangle a mystery right
under the noses of her
readers. What starts as a
fun summer story quickly
turns deadly, leaving the
main character no choice
but to solve the mys-
tery for herself. But why
have one mysterious
death when you can have
four? Just when read-
ers think they are safe
and have solved the mur-
ders, a whole new case
throws itself in the wake,
opening more than just
a few loopholes to the
plan. Grab your favor-
ite Nancy Drew sleuth
hat, a notebook, and
maybe that magnified
glass because it is time
to solve the case. But be
careful before lighting
a candle; they might be
more dangerous than you
think. Fans of the Truly
Devious story will dive
head first into this story.
And while this is not a
continuation of Stevie
Bell's exceptional mys-
tery-solving abilities, it
is a continuation of the
fantastic twists and turns
that Maureen Johnson is
known for as she keeps
her readers on the edge
of their seats and con-

The new complex, tenta-
tively titled the “Segundo
Infill Project,” will span
118,000 square feet and
feature 206 rooms, accom-
modating 494 students in
double and triple occu-
pancy configurations.
The residence hall will
stand five stories tall,
offering students modern
amenities, study nooks,
social spaces and 600 bike
spaces.

The university con-
sidered building higher
than five floors, but in
California, buildings six
stories or higher fall under
different building codes
and incur significantly
higher costs. Opting for a
five-story structure helps
manage expenses and
ensure housing remains
affordable, while still
providing needed sup-
ply. The residence hall
will feature a concrete

podium and steel frame,
ensuring durability, lon-
gevity and a quieter living
environment.

Constructed on what are
currently parking lots 22
and 16, the site will also
transform its surroundings;
parking will be restored in
lot 16 after construction is
completed.

“The UC Davis cam-
pus has added 6,500
beds since 2017 to meet
demand given undergrad-
uate housing guarantees
and enrollment growth and
to make progress toward
Long-Range Development
Plan goals and MOU com-
mitments with the city of
Davis,” Chancellor Gary
S. May said before the
Board of Regents meet-
ing. “We are pleased that
the regents have approved
this item so that UC Davis
can continue to make con-
siderable progress toward

these important housing
commitments and goals.”

As of fall 2023, UC
Davis provides on-cam-
pus housing for 38% of
Davis-based undergradu-
ate and graduate students.
The new residence hall
will help the university
move closer to its goal of
housing 48% of its Davis-
based students on campus,
as outlined in the Long-
Range Development
Plan (LRDP) and
the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
with the city of Davis.

The entire project will
be 100% electric and will
aim for a minimum LEED
Gold certification, with a
goal of obtaining LEED
Platinum.

The residence hall
is expected to be
ready for occupancy
by the fall quarter
of 2027. *
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Gang-Related Shooting Occurs

Dixon Police Department
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Dixon Police
Department is continuing its investigation
into a shooting that occurred in the 400
block of West F Street shortly after 3 p.m.
on Wednesday, July 31.

The shooting evolved from a verbal
dispute, which began when a group of
individuals purportedly associated with
a local street gang approached another
group of individuals believed to be associ-
ated with a rival gang. During the dispute,
at least one subject produced a firearm and
fired several rounds toward the opposing
group. The shots struck a member of the
other group who was on foot and involved
in the verbal dispute, as well as another
person in a vehicle also associated with
the opposing group. Both the occupant in

the car and the subject on foot sustained
non-life-threatening injuries. The injured
parties transported themselves to local
hospitals for treatment and have since
been released. Members of both parties
fled the area, both on foot and in vehicles.

There is no ongoing threat to pub-
lic safety. The Dixon Police Department
assures the community that this incident is
isolated to the two groups involved.

Investigators have several leads in
the case and are reviewing video of the
incident.

The investigation is ongoing, and any
witnesses or anyone with information
regarding this incident is urged to contact
the Dixon Police Department at 707-678-
7070 or investigations@dixonpoliceca.

gov.
Further updates will be provided as the
investigation continues. *

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police
Department are considered innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG

Thursday, July 25

@ £
17:13 - Suspicious person in the 1100 block of Pitt School Road. Jazzcel Evans (18), ofVaMtacted
and found to have a warrant for Failure to Appear out of Solano County. She was transported to the Solano

County Jail.

19:18 - An informational report was taken in the 500 block of East D Street.
22:53 - A vandalism report was taken in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive.
00:20 - A confidential report was taken in the 100 block of Heritage Lane.

Friday, July 26

14:21 - Solicitors reported in the area of Stratford Avenue and Pembroke Way. Willis Nelson, (21) of
Sacramento, was contacted and found to have a warrant for Probation Violation and two warrants for
Vandalism out of Sacramento County. He was transported to the Solano County Jail.

18:01 - A traffic collision report was taken at the intersection of North Lincoln at Regency Parkway.

18:41 - An informational report was taken in the 800 block of Elm Drive.

23:53 - An informational report was taken in the 700 block of East A Street.

Saturday, July 27

18:37 - A warrant arrest report in the 600 block of West H Street. A records check revealed that (S) Mario
Suarez had an outstanding warrant out of Solano County. Suarez was arrested and taken to the Solano County

Jail.

19:58 - A missing person report in the 1100 block of Cagle Court.
24:49 - A suspicious circumstance report in the 300 block of South 2nd Street.

Sunday, July 28

13:09 - Confidential Report in the 1500 block Valley Glen Drive.
16:45 - Information Report in the 800 block of Newgate Way.
00:12 - Vandalism reported in the 800 block of North Washington Street.
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California Has Seen Many Towns Created,
But as Populatmn Drops a Big Project Has Stalled

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

When California emerged
from its colonial beginnings
nearly two centuries ago and
began coalescing into a dis-
tinct society, its towns and
villages tended to be located
either on navigable rivers,
such as Sacramento, or around
the 21 missions that Spanish
explorer priests had estab-
lished, such as San Diego.

In the late 19th century,
with California having expe-
rienced a massive population
boom during the Gold Rush
and become a state, entirely
new communities sprung up.
These settlements were often
carved out of farm and ranch
land by developers and rail-
roads, the small San Joaquin
Valley city of Hanford being
one of the latter.

For example, the small vil-
lages south of San Francisco,
such as Hillsborough, were
designed as refuges for the
wealthy from the noise, pol-
lution and violence of San
Francisco — and eventually
led to the formation of San
Mateo County as a protective
bulwark.

The creation of new towns
continued for most of the 20th
century. In Orange County,
the descendants of 19th cen-
tury ranchers converted
chunks of their vast holdings
into new towns to absorb the
region’s massive post-World
War II population growth.

The most spectacular exam-
ple was — and still is — the

ranching family, and home to
a quarter-million people and a
major University of California
campus. Dick O’Neill, heir to
a huge Orange County cat-
tle ranch, created two cities
— Mission Viejo and Rancho
Santa Margarita.

On the outskirts of
Sacramento, along the
Cosumnes River, another
ranching family successfully
created a stand-alone commu-
nity called Rancho Murieta.

Creating new towns can be
a risky endeavor. Developers
can spend millions to plan
their new communities and
install infrastructure but may
wait decades to see a profit.

California City, in the
Antelope Valley 100 miles
north of Los Angeles, was
founded in 1958, but its
remote location and some-
what inhospitable terrain and
climate made attracting resi-
dents difficult. It’s still there
and has about 15,000 resi-
dents, but that’s way short of
the original ambition.

Mountain House, created
three decades ago in a cor-
ner of San Joaquin County to
attract commuters to Bay Area
jobs, also struggled, partic-
ularly during the collapse of
the housing market during the
Great Recession. However, it
survived: Today it has about
25,000 residents and on July
1 became an incorporated city.

The Tejon Ranch, an
immense cattle ranch in
the Tehachapi Mountains,
has been trying for decades
to create a new residential
community, but it has faced
massive opposition from
environmental groups. It is
finally beginning construction
on an apartment complex.

That brings us to
California’s latest effort to
carve out a new community,
this one in a rural portion of
Solano County.

company backed by Silicon
Valley billionaires, quietly —
even sneakily — bought more
than 50,000 acres of ranch-
land, after which it finally
revealed plans for a new com-
munity that would eventually
have 400,000 residents.

The secrecy and scope
of the project generated
immediate opposition, par-
ticularly after the company
said it would seek approval
via a November election
ballot measure, bypassing
hurdles such as the California
Environmental Quality Act.

With approval by Solano
County voters in doubt,
California Forever has
shelved its ballot measure.
Company officials say they
now will strive to gain popu-
lar support before proceeding.

The explosive growth that
California experienced in the
first 170 years of its existence
as a state has now abated,
probably for good. California
has been losing population in
recent years and at best it will
probably see population stag-
nation in the future.

That said, California still
has a housing shortage, and
state policy is to encourage
infill projects in or near cities
rather than developing open
spaces, which California
Forever would do.

The chances for California
Forever to join the ranks of
new town developers are slim
at best.

Dan Walters is one of
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political,
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. He began
covering California politics
in 1975, just as Jerry Brown
began his first stint as gov-
ernor, and began writing his

City of Irvine, named for a

Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

The NBA summer league is over, but
changes to the Kings ultimate roster for the
upcoming season are not nearly over.

GM Monte McNair has earned his
stripes by consistently making solid moves
that will give Sacramento Kings fans
potentially the best NBA team they’ve seen
since the Webber/Bibby era, in which the
Kings won a gaudy 61 games in 2021/22.

At this juncture, making predictions that
would rival that season seems ludicrous,
but make no mistake about it, McNair
has his sights on a 60-win season, and
he’s scouring the NBA and beyond to find
components that will get this franchise to
that end.

The power forward position contin-
ues to be a point of focus, and although
the Kings recently acquired Orlando
Robinson, the search continues for a true
rim protector that can play defense and add
even a modicum of scoring while he’s on
the hardwood.

Potentially, that player could be a bench
player for the Portland Trailblazers by the
name of Robert Williams III. At 26 years
of age, Williams’ best playing days are still
in front of him, and his seven points and
six rebounds a year ago for the Trailblazers
doesn’t tell the full story. At 6°9” and 250
Ibs., Williams is a true shot blocker, and
the thinking here is given more playing
time, this young man could become a true
double-double threat.

The Kings are all too familiar with
a double-double threat, as big man
Domantas Sabonis has led the NBA in
double-doubles the past two seasons, while
leading the entire NBA in rebounding at
the same time. Imagine if the Kings could
surround this stevedore with just a little
more support around the rim!

The only Sacramento King cur-
rently playing basketball in the Paris
Olympics is none other than Trey Lyles,
and although he’s had a less than stellar
performance so far for his home coun-
try of Canada, I remain convinced that
if used correctly for the Kings, Lyles not
only could give the Kings a boost in the
upcoming season, he could actually break
into the starting lineup.

Most pundits think I’'m crazy, but I have

California Forever, a

column in 1981. *

SACRAMENTO

KINGS
D>

always seen a higher ceiling in Trey, and
the only way we will ever know if I’m
right, is to increase his playing time.

Trey is a consistent three-point shooter
and solid rebounder behind Domantas, and
I believe as the Kings continue to search
for power-forward solutions, they should
look no further than their own bench.

I have to believe that Monte McNair
shares some of my zeal for this talented big
man, or we would have already seen him
in either a trade or trade rumors.

The real question is not McNair, but
coach Brown. During last season’s cam-
paign, there was no consistent rotation for
Lyles coming off the bench, and he went
through stretches in which his minutes
were sparing to say the least.

For any player, and particularly a big
man, there must be that vote of confidence,
that is demonstrated by his consistent
time on the court, and that includes hard-
wood time during the last five minutes of
a game. Show him that you trust his game
when it means the most, and watch his
confidence grow.

I give Mike Brown high marks for
understanding how to bring along Keon
Ellis, but his reluctance to use Trey Lyles
when the Kings are starving for front-court
players, remains a mystery to me.

The summer league did reveal that the
Kings have a burgeoning star in your
Boogie Ellis, who did pretty much what he
wanted to against opposing summer league
players. Boogie has been invited to train-
ing camp, and although the Kings remain
guard heavy, Boogie’s instant offense
and frenetic defense means he deserves a
closer look. At only 23 years of age, the
Kings want to make sure they don’t pass
on a guard that may very well portend
happy times for their future.

The big man/power forward rumors are
ubiquitous, but I’'m convinced that Monte
McNair has at least one more notable move
to make, and it’s my educated guess it will
come in the form of a power forward.

Stay tuned this off-season as its roster
moves aren’t over yet!

All the best, Kings fans! *

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

“DEADPOOL & WOLVERINE”
RATED R

“Make Superhero Movies Fun Again”
could be the mantra for “Deadpool &
Wolverine,” an R-rated action com-
edy that leans heavily into the rivalry
of two superheroes and their unabashed
proclivity for bloody fights and hurling
profanity-laced insults.

The long-awaited return of a
“Deadpool” film is a saving grace for the
Marvel Cinematic Universe, which has
received disappointing box office num-
bers for recent films, including the overly
hyped “Captain Marvel.”

But just when it feels like the super-
hero genre has been exhausted, along
comes Ryan Reynolds and Hugh Jackman
to deliver a wallop of crowd-pleasing
excitement filled with giddy, humorous
irreverence and blockbuster action.

Wade Wilson (Ryan Reynolds), wear-
ing a really bad toupee, has hung up his
Deadpool costume to sell used cars. His
trademark red ensemble has been retired
since he failed to be accepted into the
Avengers.

Wade’s ordinary civilian life takes
a wild turn when the Time Variance
Authority, under the leadership of the offi-
cious Mr. Paradox (Matthew Macfadyen),
sucks him into a mission. Deadpool’s
universe faces extinction, so it is time to
suit up again.

An existential threat looms over
Deadpool and his friends, including
estranged girlfriend Vanessa (Morena
Baccarin) and his unsighted roommate
Blind Al (Leslie Uggams). This is all
the more reason for Deadpool to trade
hawking autos to packing his swords
once more.

There is not much point in trying to
explain the apocalyptic threat that kills
timelines. Just know that a place known
as The Void, set in a barren landscape
reminiscent of “Mad Max,” is run by the
villainous Cassandra (Emma Corwin),
who looks like an emaciated model minus
the hair.

While Wade may not be that thrilled
to enter the superhero arena, Wolverine
(Hugh Jackman), deep-sixed in “Logan,”
is resurrected, so to speak, and still much
in need of anger management.

Seemingly endless fight scenes
between Deadpool and Wolverine are
obligatory until they finally team up
against a common adversary. A priceless
line is when Deadpool says that Disney
is going to make Wolverine do this role
until he’s ninety.

At least for now, Deadpool and
Wolverine are such a great combo that
bringing them back for another superhero
adventure would be more welcome than
retooling other Marvel films.

At times, the plot gets a little messy
or a bit convoluted, but the comical mis-
chief comes so fast and furious that it

@ Riley Reviews

“DEADPOOL” MAKES SUPERHERO GREAT
AGAIN; US OPEN TENNIS FAN WEEK

would not be surprising that one would
want a repeat viewing just to soak in all
the wackiness.

“Deadpool & Wolverine” is the best
blockbuster movie to come along in a
long time. The wisecracks and comic
banter are supreme, thanks to great deliv-
ery. The action sequences pack a real
punch.

The chemistry between Reynolds
and Jackman is first-rate, as they know
exactly what works best for their respec-
tive roles. On top of that, Reynolds is
brilliant for breaking the fourth wall when
his quips are directed at the audience.

Keep in mind the excess of profanity,
so this is not a family film. That said,
“Deadpool & Wolverine” it’s awfully
damn funny even if the dialogue is not for
everyone. Considering Reynolds’ shtick
in the two previous franchise install-
ments, all that can be said is what did
you expect?

US OPEN TENNIS
TOURNAMENT FAN WEEK

While the actual tennis matches for the
US Open Tennis Tournament get under-
way on Monday, August 26th, fans get to
enjoy a host of free admission events on
the grounds beginning the week before.

Beginning on Monday, August 19th,
both the main venue of Arthur Ashe
Stadium and the Grandstand offer the
opportunity to watch favorite players
and biggest stars practice throughout Fan
Week from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. as they gear
up for the Main Draw.

On Courts 4-17, the US Open
Qualifying Tournament will feature 128
men and 128 women competing for a
spot in the Main Draw. Witness top ten-
nis players in the world battle for a place
in the Main Draw.

Wednesday night, August 21st, a ticket
will be required for the “Stars of the
Open” at Arthur Ashe Stadium. This
tennis exhibition will feature an all-
star lineup of top players and US Open
legends.

The event is expected to showcase
the talents of Novak Djokovic, John
McEnroe, Carlos Alcaraz, Andre Agassi,
Venus Williams, Gabriela Wozniacki,
Andy Roddick, Frances Tiafoe, and more.
Participants are subject to change.

All day and every day, you can enjoy
the variety of delicious food offerings
from numerous restaurants that sur-
pass anything you would ever find at
traditional sports venues like football sta-
diums, baseball parks and hockey arenas.

The US Open American Express Fan
Experience offers an array of thrilling
activities for fans of all ages. Be sure to
visit sponsor booths on the grounds for
fun games and giveaways.

There is so much more to learn about
what to expect during Fan Week that it
would be best to search for “US Open
Tennis Fan Week 2024 on your browser,
and then look into the Fan Access Pass
Experience. *
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Dave Ramsey

Dear Dave,

We’ve been following
your Baby Steps plan,
and we paid off two car
loans a few months ago.
That freed up almost $800
a month. We have two
kids, and we love to go
on family camping trips.
We’ve been trying to de-
cide on a destination for
the next one, but to do this
we would need a vehicle
with more room. Lucki-
ly, we found a used van
at a reasonable price, and
we think we could have it
paid off in no more than
12 months. Would this be
okay, since we would still
have more money left than
before?

— Sara
Dear Sara

Okay, you’re telling
me you just got out from
under $800 worth of car
payments each month, and
you want to dive right back
in by financing another
one? I think you’ve missed

Wait ...

the point of my plan. The
point is to get out of debt,
not just move it around or
try to juggle smaller por-
tions.

What you’re actually
saying is you’re think-
ing about putting your
family’s financial future
in jeopardy, because you
want to go on camping
trips in a roomier car.
That’s a bad plan! For you
guys, something like this
right now would be a lux-
ury item. Did you know I
went without a vacation
for four years trying to
get my life back together
after I went broke? Four
years! I’'m not suggesting
you live with this attitude
for the rest of your life, but
I'm pretty sure there are
other ways to make family
camping trips happen.

Long story short, you
don’t need a different ve-
hicle to go camping. And
you definitely don’t need
to go back into car debt to
go camping. Buy a couple
of tents, throw them in the
back of the car and head
for the woods. If your cars
are really just too small to
handle everything, then
rent a bigger car for the

Dave Ramsey Suays

What?

weekend. I’d rather you
spend a few bucks doing
something like that once
in a while than picking up
another car payment.

Your mindset on this
worries me, Sara. The
reason for getting out of
debt is to live a better life.
Living debt-free is smart,
less stressful and it makes
everything else feel lighter
and easier to manage. Live
like no one else, so that lat-
er, you can live like no one
else. Remember?

Please, don’t do it.

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national best-selling
author, personal finance
expert and host of The
Ramsey Show, heard by
more than 20 million lis-
teners each week. He has
appeared on Good Morn-
ing America, CBS Morn-
ings, Today Show, Fox
News, CNN, Fox Business,
and many more. Since
1992, Dave has helped
people regain control of
their money, build wealth
and enhance their lives.
He also serves as CEO
for the company, Ramsey
Solutions. *

Heat Wave Impacts Supply
of California Table Grapes
The recent prolonged heat wave has
slowed the supply of California table
grapes, with vines shutting down and pick-
ing crews working fewer hours just as the
state’s main growing region ramps up har-
vest. San Joaquin Valley growers, who
produce most of the nation’s fresh-market
grapes, say the excessive heat has begun
to damage some varieties while inhibit-
ing growth of others. Kern County grower
Mark Hall said the extended heat spell
has affected quality. Some fruit that didn’t
get picked on time turned mushy. But less
fruit on the market has helped prices.
Cling Peach Harvest Crews Rise Early
to Beat Heat, Protect Fruit
California clingstone peach growers
are working to harvest the season’s crop
before high temperatures lead to overripe
fruit and bruising. Trying to beat a pro-
longed heat wave, Merced County farmer
Mark Cederlind said he started crews
at daybreak last week to pick his extra-
early Carson variety, which is among
dozens of clings planted to ripen through-
out the season for the canning and frozen
markets. California cling peach growers
are expected to produce 242,074 tons of
peaches for canned and frozen fruit mar-
kets this year, up 10% from 2023.

Planned State Pesticide Notification
Program Stirs Debate

The California Department of Pesticide
Regulation moved closer this month to
finalizing a new regulation that would
provide advance public notice of restrict-
ed-use pesticide applications on farms.
The new regulation would create an online
map of planned applications, drawing the
data from the notices of intent farmers
submit to county agricultural commis-
sioners before they are permitted to apply
restricted-use pesticides. Growers and
farm advocates have complained the rule
unfairly targets agriculture while exempt-
ing other sectors that use pesticides.

California Researchers Honored with

2024 Wolf Prize in Agriculture

Venkatesan Sundaresan, a plant biol-
ogy and plant science professor at the
University of California, Davis, has been
awarded a 2024 Wolf Prize in Agriculture
for key discoveries on plant developmental
biology of relevance to crop improvement.
The Wolf Prize in Agriculture, considered
by many the Nobel Prize for agriculture,
has been awarded annually since 1978 and
carries a monetary award of $100,000.
Sundaresan shares the award with Joanne
Chory of the Salk Institute in San Diego
and Elliot Meyerowitz of the California
Institute of Technology. *
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001101
The following persons are doing
business as: Northstar Painting,
506 Cottonwood Court, Fairfield,
CA 94533.

Jose Manuel Espinosa Narvaez,
506 Cottonwood Court, Fairfield,
CA 94533.

Date filed in Solano County: July
12, 2024. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
July 12,2024

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
July 11, 2029. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and

professions code.)
Publish: July 26, August 2, 9, 16, 2024
NORTHSTAR 8-16-24

business, and professions code.)
Publish: July 26, August 2, 9, 16, 2024
BACKROAD 8-16-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-000993
The following persons are doing
business as: Backroad Sales,
6955 Cypress Trail, Dixon, CA
95620.

Reliance Investments LLC, 6955
Cypress Trail, Dixon, CA 95620.
Date filed in Solano County: June
20, 2024. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A

This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration June 19, 2029. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,

CITY OF DIXON

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024001159
The following persons are doing
business as: Barrera’s Tile, 824
Osprey Way, Suisun City, CA
94585.
Luis Barrera, 824 Osprey Way,
Suisun City, CA 94585.
Date filed in Solano County: July
24, 2024. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A
This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
July 23, 2029. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and

NOTICE OF MEASURE TO BE VOTED ON

Notice is hereby given that the following measure is to be voted on at the General Municipal
Election to be held in the City of Dixon on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2024:

“Keep Dixon Dixon Measure: Shall the measure maintaining local control of the
City of Dixon’s financial stability and essential services including 911 emergency
response times, fire/paramedic protection; retaining/attracting firefighters/
paramedics/police; preventing crime; providing safe routes to school; keeping
public spaces safe/clean; attracting/retaining local businesses; repairing
streets/potholes; by establishing a 1¢ sales tax until ended by voters, providing
approximately $3,000,000 annually, requiring public spending disclosures/all No
funds used in Dixon, be adopted?”

Yes

August 26, 2024.

is located at:

Iruiz@cityofdixon.us.

Jim Lindley
Elections Official

DIRECT WRITTEN ARGUMENTS: Any person or association wishing to submit a direct written
argument "in favor of” or "in opposition to" the ballot measure shall file the argument before
5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 16, 2024. Direct written arguments shall not exceed 300 words
in length. Written argument submissions shall be accompanied by the printed name(s) and
signature(s) of the author(s). Arguments that are selected for printing and distribution to the
voters will be selected in accordance with Elections Code section 9287. There is a 10-day public
examination period for direct written arguments, which begins on August 16, 2024 and ends on

REBUTTAL ARGUMENTS: The authors of the direct arguments may submit a rebuttal argument
to the opposing direct arguments referenced above. Rebuttal arguments "in favor of" or "in
opposition to" the ballot measure shall be filed before 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 20, 2024.
Rebuttal arguments shall not exceed 250 words in length. There is a 10-day public examination
period for rebuttal arguments, which begins on August 20, 2024 and ends on August 30, 2024.

INFORMATION REGARDING SUBMISSION OF ARGUMENTS: All written arguments must be
filed with the Administrative City Clerk and be accompanied by an Argument Submittal Form.
Argument Submittal Forms are available from the Administrative City Clerk. The City Clerk’s Office

Dixon City Hall
600 East A Street
Dixon, CA 95620

For additional information concerning the filing of ballot argument forms and written arguments,
please contact the Administrative City Clerk by telephone at (707) 678-7000 or by email at

The full text of the measure, and all ordinances and resolutions related to the proposed measure,
are available for review with the Administrative City Clerk.

The polls will be open between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Dixon Independent Voice 8-9-2024

professions code.)
Publish: August 2, 9, 16, 23, 2024
BARRERAS 8-23-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU24-04676

Michel Tal Tondowsky filed a

petition with this court for a de-

cree changing names as fol-
lows: Michel Tal Tondowsky aka

Michael Tal Toondovsky Sonka to

Michael Tal Toondovski.

THE COURT ORDERS that all

persons interested in this matter

shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting
to the name changes described
above must file written objection
that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled to
be heard and must appear at the
hearing to show why the petition
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the
court may grant the petition with-

out a hearing. September 9, 2024,

10:00 a.m. Department 7, Room

2, Superior Court of California,

County of Solano, Old Solano

Court House, 580 Texas Street

Fairfield, CA 94533

Judge of the Superior Court:

Christine A. Carringer

Dated: July 8, 2024

Publish: August 9, 16, 23, 30, 2024

TONDOWSKY 8-30-24

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
TS No. CA-23-970701-SH Order
No.: 240171656-CA-VOl YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST DATED
6/3/2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN  EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. A public auction sale
to the highest bidder for cash,
cashier's check drawn on a state
or national bank, check drawn by
state or federal credit union, or a
check drawn by a state or federal
savings and loan association, or
savings association, or savings
bank specified in Section 5102
to the Financial Code and autho-
rized to do business in this state,
will be held by duly appointed
trustee. The sale will be made,
but without covenant or warranty,
expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal
sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust, with interest and
late charges thereon, as provided
in the note(s), advances, under
the terms of the Deed of Trust,
interest thereon, fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee for
the total amount (at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice
of Sale) reasonably estimated to
be set forth below. The amount
may be greater on the day of sale.
BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT TO
BID LESS THAN THE TOTAL
AMOUNT DUE.  Trustor(s):
ANTONIO A. MARTINEZ, A

MARRIED MAN AS HIS SOLE
AND SEPERATE PROPERTY
Recorded: 6/17/2004 as
Instrument No. 200400082185
of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of SOLANO
County, California; Date of Sale:
9/23/2024 at 9:30AM Place of
Sale: At the Santa Clara Street
entrance to the City Hall locat-
ed at 555 Santa Clara Street,
Vallejo, CA 94590 Amount of un-
paid balance and other charges:
$268,253.43 The purported prop-
erty address is: 7126 BATAVIA
ROAD, DIXON, CA 95620
Assessor’s Parcel No.: 0109-300-
040 0109-300-030 NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this prop-
erty lien, you should understand
that there are risks involved in
bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest
bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware
that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for
paying off all liens senior to the
lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the
property. You are encouraged to
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens
that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware
that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on the property. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one
or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 29249 of the
California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to
learn whether your sale date has
been postponed, and, if appli-
cable, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property,
you may call 916-939-0772 for
information regarding the trustee’s
sale or visit this internet website
http://www.qualityloan.com,  us-
ing the file number assigned to
this foreclosure by the Trustee:
CA-23-970701-SH.  Information
about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale
may not immediately be reflected
in the telephone information or
on the internet website. The best
way to verify postponement infor-
mation is to attend the scheduled
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You
may have a right to purchase this
property after the trustee auction
pursuant to Section 2924m of
the California Civil Code. If you
are an “eligible tenant buyer,”
you can purchase the property
if you match the last and highest
bid placed at the trustee auction.
If you are an “eligible bidder,”
you may be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last and
highest bid placed at the trustee

auction. There are three steps to
exercising this right of purchase.
First, 48 hours after the date of the
trustee sale, you can call 916-939-
0772, or visit this internet website
http://www.qualityloan.com, using
the file number assigned to this
foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-
23-970701-SH to find the date on
which the trustee’s sale was held,
the amount of the last and high-
est bid, and the address of the
trustee. Second, you must send
a written notice of intent to place
a bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 15 days after the
trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid so that the trustee
receives it no more than 45 days
after the trustee’s sale. If you think
you may qualify as an “eligible
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,”
you should consider contacting
an attorney or appropriate real
estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this poten-
tial right to purchase. NOTICE
TO PROSPECTIVE OWNER-
OCCUPANT: Any prospective
owner-occupant as defined in
Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code who is the last and
highest bidder at the trustee’s
sale shall provide the required
affidavit or declaration of eligibility
to the auctioneer at the trustee’s
sale or shall have it delivered
to QUALITY LOAN SERVICE
CORPORATION by 5 p.m. on
the next business day following
the trustee’s sale at the address
set forth in the below signature
block. The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the property address
or other common designation, if
any, shown herein. If no street
address or other common desig-
nation is shown, directions to the
location of the property may be
obtained by sending a written re-
quest to the beneficiary within 10
days of the date of first publication
of this Notice of Sale. If the sale is
set aside for any reason, including
if the Trustee is unable to convey
title, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a retum
of the monies paid to the Trustee.
This shall be the Purchasers
sole and exclusive remedy. The
purchaser shall have no further
recourse against the Trustor,
the Trustee, the Beneficiary,
the Beneficiary’s Agent, or the
Beneficiary’s Attorney. If you
have previously been discharged
through bankruptcy, you may
have been released of person-
al liability for this loan in which
case this letter is intended to ex-
ercise the note holders rights
against the real property only.
Date: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE
CORPORATION 2763 Camino
Del Rio S San Diego, CA 92108
619-645-7711 For NON SALE
information only Sale Line: 916-
939-0772 Or Login to: http:/www.
qualityloan.com  Reinstatement
Line: (866) 645-7711 Ext 5318
QUALITY LOAN  SERVICE
CORPORATION . TS No.: CA-
23-970701-SH IDS

Pub #0213480 8/9/2024 8/16/2024
8/232024

Dixon Independent Voice

MPG

8-23-24

www.independentVoice.com




Dixon Independent Voice

AUGUST 9, 2024 - 7

Free Fishing Day: Get Hooked on New Adventure

California Department
of Fish and Wildlife
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - During the second of
California’s two free fishing
days in 2024, which will be
on Aug. 31, the public can fish
throughout the Golden State
without a fishing license.

For those new to fishing, this
is an opportunity to explore a
rewarding and exciting new
hobby. For licensed anglers, this
is an opportunity to introduce or
reintroduce someone else to the

joys of becoming an angler. Free
fishing days are also a perfect
time for former anglers to return
and reconnect to the activity.
Those interested in fish-
ing California’s lakes, streams
and rivers can find information
about inland fishing locations
and species on the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife
website at wildlife.ca.gov/
Fishing/Inland. Information is
also available about year-round
free fishing opportunities found
on specific piers, jetties and
breakwaters along the coast.
Other helpful tools for anglers

include the fish planting sched-
ule, fishing guide and Recruit,
Retain, Reactivate (R3) Program
resources at wildlife.ca.gov/
r3#54518718-fishing.

A variety of offerings is
also available from California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife’s Fishing in the City
program, which focuses on
teaching Californians how and
where to fish in metropolitan
areas. General information about
the Fishing in the City program
can be found on the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife
website at wildlife.ca.gov/

fishing-in-the-city.

Children 15 and younger
can fish for free every day of
the year in California but Free
Fishing Days offer a time when
families and friends can experi-
ence the hobby together for free.

All fishing regulations, such as
bag and size limits, gear restric-
tions, report card requirements,
fishing hours and stream clo-
sures remain in effect. California
Department of Fish and Wildlife
encourages potential anglers to
check rules and regulations for
each water they plan to fish at
wildlife.ca.gov/regulations.

For new anglers who get
“hooked” on fishing, an annual
sport fishing license can be
bought at ca.wildlifelicense.
com/internetsales. Revenue
generated from license sales
helps conserve fish populations
and habitats while support-
ing California's longstanding
angling opportunities for future
generations. Annual sport fish-
ing licenses are now valid for
a full 365 days from purchase.
More information on licenses,
validations and fees can be
found online at wildlife.ca.gov/
Licensing/Fishing. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Autos Wanted m Health/Wellness Home Remodel

RETIRED COUPLE

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Advertising
Works!

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE
to fund the SEARCH FOR
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call
24/7: 1-877-434-6852 (cal-scan)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora; 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit
for 2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

GoGo. Live and age your way.
Get help with rides, groceries,
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per
day. Available 24/7 nation-
wide. BBB Rated A+ Busi-
ness. Call GoGo to get start-
ed. 1-855-476-0033  (carscan)

Visit MPG8.com

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as
litle as 24-48 months. Pay
nothing to enroll. Call Now:
1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

National and State Award
Winning Newspaper For Sale.
Northern California communi-
ty weekly newspaper and mul-
timedia company. Growing re-
gion of the San Francisco Bay
area. Owners are retiring and
want to spend more time with
family. Looking to expand your
Properties?? Call 925-487-
6383 to start the conversation.
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

"84 Corvette, 88,000 miles,
engine is extremely strong,
4 speed tranny, get's up and
goes. Interior needs work.
Primered. First $2,500 drives
it away. 530-742-9144 leave
message. (TFN)

Suzuki XL-7 SUV: Perfectly
maintained family car; 7-pas-
senger with two rows of fold-
ing seats; luxury interior; no
accidents 135K miles; 2006.
Asking $4,900. Call (707) 678-
9198. (TFN)

LEGAL ADS FOR
SOLANO COUNTY?

© M-

Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (caiscan)

JOINFORFREE -NOKITS
OR QUOTES & FREE
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome)
Has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health,
beauty, weight or hair loss
and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com ()

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844203-
2677 www.dental50plus.com/
calnews #6258 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install
a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For a limit-
ed time, waving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 8/25/24.) Call
1-855-419-8241 (Cal-SCAN)

B Indégendent Voice

Safe Step. North America?s #1
Walk-In  Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available. Call: 1-877-
252-9868 (car-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION: A
small amount of water can
lead to major damage in your
home. Our trusted profes-
sionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-888-248-0815. Have zip
code of service location ready
when you call! (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

Landscaping/Maintenance

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron);
plumbing; mowing, edging,
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all
kinds of fruit or shade trees);
tree removal, rock, bark or
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098.

(TFN)

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

We Support
Our Military
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1. Soothing concoction
5. *The Magic School

8. Mama'’s husband

12. Dwarf buffalo

13. Moneyed one

14. "M*A*S*H" extra
15. Soon, to Shake-

16. Sheltered, nautically
17. *Abacus user, e.g.
18. *School jack-

20. TV classic “Happy

21. What hoarders do
22. Speech-preventing

23. *Pencil end

26. Deep regret

30. Indian restaurant
31. What cobblers
34. Mother Earth, to
Ancient Greeks

35. Embedded design

38. Contending
39. *Don't forget to

40. Plural of flora

42. Rolodex abbr.

43. Sultry or carnal

45, *Rydell High School

47. Defensive one on the

50. *Some PTA mem-

52. *Itinvolves elements

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD « BACK TO SCHOOL

CLUES CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
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56. Cuban dance

57. Burkina Faso
neighbor

58. Opera solo

59. Boot-shaped Euro-
pean country
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Public Protests Over Water
Rate Increase

Continued from page 1
best rates and the best water.”

Ropiak said residents here have “paid
our share” for water rates, and the burden
should now be on new residents moving in.

“They should pay their share; they have
the money,” Ropiak said. “To tell us that we
have to pay for other people who haven't
paid their share is lunacy.”

There are two facts officials wanted to
assure the public was aware of regarding the
water rate increase: the increase only applies
to the water portion of the utility bill, not
the sewer, and the last rate increase was
in 2013, with construction costs now 49%
higher more than a decade later.

But those facts are irrelevant to many res-
idents who stood at the podium in protest.
The Independent Voice took pictures and
heard comments by the public but the City
of Dixon was unable to provide resident
names for the report.

The first resident called the increase a
“sleight of hand.”

“You can't raise rates on the premise that
your wells need to be repaired,” he said.
“You want to raise rates, put it out to vote;
let the city of Dixon and people decide.”

After he called the move “illegal and
unethical,” another resident pleaded for offi-
cials not to pass the increase, saying the
35-page document left her with more ques-
tions than answers. While holding up the
study that she called “very difficult” to read
for a layman, the resident said she, even as
a medical field analyst, finds it hard to read.

“I went through it with a highlighter and
pen, and what I saw I did not care for,” she
said before asking about where all the reve-
nue from the new houses built has gone. “I
have been here almost 30 years and am well

aware of what was here.”

Another resident brought up the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
She questioned if the water rates go up and
someone lives in a group home with incon-
tinence issues, “they are going to need more
water in that group home.”

“We have to abide by the ADA right and
come up with a rate for people with disabil-
ities,” she said.

Solano County Taxpayer's Association
President Michael Nolan said he was
“authorized to deliver several hundred pro-
tests” that night, noting he handed them off
before speaking.

Holding up the notice letter, Nolan
claimed residents were not fully informed
that a water rate increase was to take place
that evening, except for one mentioned on
line 29.

“Quite honestly, a lot of people did not
read that line,” Nolan said. “The paper is
folded twice, so it is below the third fold.”

Most of all, Nolan was concerned about
the increase not being on the ballot. Citing
the government code that “basically requires
a ballot to be mailed and returned by the
voter,” Nolan questioned why the provisions
did not apply.

“I think you should find that out before
you go any further,” Nolan said.

Officials did not heed Nolan's warning.
Before passing the increase, Vice-Mayor
Kevin Johnson said the hardest decision to
make is after the public stands at the podium
disappointed.

“I spent the last 14 months analyzing the
water system,” Johnson said, adding that
one of the reasons he ran for office was the
water issues. “There was not a moment we
were not diligent in what we did.” *

Wine and Art Stroll a Two-Decade Tradition

Continued from page 1

was adamant about making our downtown
strong. His vision has now come to fruition
with the development of Pardi Plaza and the
best Wine & Art Stroll we have ever had,”

Orr said.

For more information about the
Wine and Art Stroll, go to www.down-
towndixonca.com or call Orr for
information at 916-416-2876. *
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IVIy Limitless Limitations

“A man’s got to know his limitations,”
is the famous advice given by Clint
Eastwood in his role as Dirty Harry, in
the 1973 movie, “Magnum Force.” As a
spiritual columnist, I see some spiritual
awareness in those words.

While my limitations are unlimited, I
can briefly share three settings where it’s
helpful for me to “know my limitations.”

Three Things I’m Too Inept
to Manage
I can’t seem to learn Italian so I can order
a venti or grande iced tea at Starbucks. I
remind the clerk, “This is America, darn
it. Give me the Jumbo Super Slurper.”

I’m unskilled in the self-check line at
the grocery store. Those computer voices
fluster me. They sound too much like
creepy Hal in 2001 Space Odyssey, just
endlessly repeating, “Unauthorized item in
the bagging area.”

I can’t manage accuracy when the gro-
cery store asks for my personal information
on the store application for “preferred
card.” I don’t need the avalanche of junk
mail, text messages or email spam they
bring, so I use the name “Ima Snooty.”

Three Things I’m Too Clumsy
to Accomplish at Church.

I don’t care to hug strangers. This limita-
tion is a trait of the INFP, a type from the
Myers Briggs personality test. The letters
stand for “Introverted, Intuitive, Feeling,
and Prospecting” and, according to the
test, an INFP “tends to be quiet, open-
minded, and imaginative, and they apply a
caring and creative approach to everything
they do.”

As an INFP, I sometimes feel like I’d
rather run to my car after my sermon than
stay around and hug people.

I’m unable to think of the word that fills
in the “fill-in-the-blank™ sermon outlines
found in many church bulletins. These

outlines are akin to karaoke and were pop-
ularized by the now-retired evangelical
pastor Rick Warren.

I’'m too rhythmically challenged to clap
to the beat of contemporary church music.
I have to make a choice: sing or clap. And
since people tend to get hurt when I clap, 1
stick to singing.

Three Situations Where my Faith
is Stronger Because it’s Limited

On a more serious note, I’'m a man who
acknowledges his faith limitations.

I cannot, will not, tell you that your faith
and beliefs are wrong and mine are right.
Some Christians are fond of quoting John
14:6 concerning Jesus being the only way
to God. But if you are reciting the verse to
other faiths, you are not sharing your faith,
you’re shouting your condemnation.

I won’t impose my faith on you in a
public situation by giving a public prayer
when I know that the audience may not be
of my faith. Because, if I only pray what
doesn’t offend me and -- you can only hear
what doesn’t offend you -- then we dilute
both of our faiths.

I won’t debate you. I’m not going to
argue religion with you. Neither will I
engage in disputes over abortion, the death
penalty, theology, politics, evolution or the
existence of God. I will, however, engage
in a thoughtful examination of the issues.
Maybe it’s the INFP personality, but my
dad taught me that it can take more cour-
age to walk away from an argument.

That’s enough of the negative limita-
tions. Before I finish, let me tell you where
I tend to be limit-less.

I try to be an example of struggling faith.
“What is that?” you ask. Struggling faith
recognizes that no one has faith completely
figured out. God is too big to be contained
in one religion. We can learn things about
faith from people of other faiths, and even
from people who profess no faith at all.

I want to follow the direction of I Peter
3:15: “Be ready to speak up and tell any-
one who asks why you’re living the
way you are and always with the utmost
courtesy.”

Finally, if you ask me, I will pray with
you without limits. My prayers are voiced
in plain English without the “thee” and
“thou” from King James’s Old English.
However, given my touch of ADD, the
prayers won’t be a grande or a venti size
prayer, just a small one.

Just don’t ask me to do one of those
huggy prayers. After all, a pastor really
should know his/her limitations. *
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Monster Jam Roars into Sacramento

Monster Jam News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- Experience big-time fam-
ily fun at Monster Jam. An
unexpected, unscripted and
unforgettable motorsports experi-
ence for families and fans returns
to Sacramento for an adrena-
line-charged weekend at Golden
1 Center on Aug. 16 to Aug. 18.

At Monster Jam, world
champion athletes and their
12,000-pound monster trucks tear
up the dirt in wide-open competi-
tions of speed and skill.

The excitement begins at the
Monster Jam Pit Party held in
Sacramento prior to the events
on Saturday, Aug. 17 and
Sunday, Aug. 18. Fans can see
the massive trucks up close,
meet their favorite drivers and
crews, get autographs and take
pictures. Activities include the
Sand Box play area, UNOH tire
demonstration, coloring and tem-
porary tattoo station, and new
photo ops, including the chance
to take a photo with the Series
trophy. This fun-filled experi-
ence is the only place that allows
people to get up close access to
the Monster Jam teams and get
an insider’s look at how these
trucks are built to stand up to the
competition.

Fans will be on the edge of
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their seats as the world’s best
drivers show off massive stunts,

Driver Fer‘nal.lii

o Martinez returns to Mo

nstér Jam at Golden 1 Cénter as the ElToro Loco driver from Aug. 16 to 18. Photo courte

big air, backflips, crazy skills
and all-out racing in fierce head-
to-head battles for the Event
Championship. Engineered to
perfection, the 12,000-pound
Monster Jam trucks push all lim-
its in Freestyle, Skills and Racing
competitions.

Fans are encouraged to get to
their seats early to experience
Monster Jam Trackside approxi-
mately one hour before the event
start time. Featured festivities
include competition previews,
driver interviews, giveaways,
opening ceremonies and power
rush truck introductions.

Monster Jam drivers are

trained, world-class male and
female athletes. They have mas-
tered the physical strength and
mental stamina needed to com-
pete, and the vital dexterity to
control 12,000-pound machines
capable of backflips, vertical
two-wheel skills and racing at
speeds up to 70 miles-per-hour
to produce jaw-dropping, live
motorsports action seen through-
out the world.

Enjoy big-time family fun at
Monster Jam. The competitions
start at 7 p.m. Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Aug. 17 and 1 p.m. Aug. 18.

Also on Aug. 17 is a pit party
from 4:30 to 6 p.m., which

requires an event ticket and pit
pass for entry.

On Aug. 18, the pit party from
10:30 a.m. to noon requires an
event ticket and pit pass for entry.

Golden 1 Center is at 500
David J Stern Walk, Sacramento.

Tickets are affordably priced
for the whole family. Tickets and
pit passes are available for pur-
chase at the Monster Jam website
at MonsterJam.com, which will
direct you to Ticketmaster.com.
If not sold out, tickets will be
available at the door.

For more info about a Monster
Jam event near you, follow
Monster Jam on its social media

Tournament Benefits Team USA

channels: Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and TikTok. Subscribe
to the Monster Jam YouTube
Channel at http://www.youtube.
com/MonsterJam.

About Monster Jam

Monster Jam features world-
class athletes competing for
championships on perfectly
engineered dirt tracks that push
these ever-evolving, state-of-the-
art trucks to the limit. Beyond
the 350 global live events each
year, the Monster Jam brand
extends off the track into the
home through products, content
and merchandise that keeps the

fun alive year-round. For more
information, visit MonsterJam.
com.

About Feld Motor Sports

Feld Motor Sports, Inc. pro-
duces and presents specialized
arena and stadium-based motor-
sports entertainment. Properties
include Monster Jam, Monster
Energy AMA Supercross and
the SuperMotocross World
Championship. Feld Motor
Sports, Inc. is a subsidiary of Feld
Entertainment, Inc. Visit mon-
sterjam.com, SupercrossLIVE.
com and feldentertainment.com
for more information. *

These three little men got assistance in their karate training from Junior Team USA member
from Dixon, Anna Anderson. Photo by Debra Dingman

Continued from page 1

including Dixon’s Anna Anderson, going
to the Pan American Championships to be
held in Brazil the last week of August.

“We have built a group to help our
athletes to get better and they have con-
tinuously trained together,” said Sensei
Kathy Ernest. Anderson joined the team
of athletes Elise Beal, Meili Urata-
Espinosa, and Sasha Venzon of United
Bay Area Karate Club in San Jose and
Jancy Baguhin of Tokon Martial Arts in
Sacramento.

Anderson started karate when she was
about 10 years old. Just last month, she
was one of seven Ramtown Karate stu-
dents who traveled to Lafayette, La., to
compete at the US Karate National Team
Trials. Senpai Anderson competed in kata
(forms) and won the bronze medal. She
then fought in the USA 16- to 17-year-old
Elite Kumite division and earned a silver
medal. As a result, she earned a spot on
the USA Junior Team and was honored
with wearing the red USA jacket.

“Anna’s dream is to compete and then
to become a karate coach and even own a
karate school after her competition career.
She loves karate,” said Ernest. “She is

one of the hardest working people and
never complains — never says she’s too
tired or too hot, but ‘“What are we doing
today, coach?’”

Anderson’s local coaches and own-
ers of Ramtown Karate, Jim and Kathy
Ernest, will not be going to Brazil,
though, as Anderson will have a national
team coach from the Olympic governing
body in Brazil. Fortunately, she was able
to pick two national coaches who wanted
to train her.

Team members showed their apprecia-
tion at the Dixon tournament by coaching
and encouraging the young competitors
who also aspire to make Team USA and
were encouraged by visiting the World
Karate Federation 20-year-old team com-
petitor from Bosnia, Neyra Sipovic.

The tournament was a success, gaug-
ing from the large turnout of more than 50
competitors and that was over a two-week
period of promoting it, organizers said.

The USA Junior Team left this week
for Kansas City, where they will train
with the entire Team USA. For more
information on Ramtown Karate,
call 707-678-4899 or go to ramtownka-
rate.com. *
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