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Chase Ends in Fiery Crash

The photo shows the Hyundai burning after the crash before it was doused by flreflghters Photo courtesy of Pasha I\/I|IIer

MY LIMITLESS
LIMITATIONS

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A CHP
pursuit of what turned out to be a sto-
len car ended badly for the driver and
his female passenger when his vehi-
cle broadsided an SUV, hit a pole
and burst into flames on Jackson
Highway at Murieta Parkway at
about 8:15 p.m. July 29, according to
the CHP and a witness account.

Two CHP officers following the

car stopped and pulled the couple
out of the fiery wreck. Both suffered
major injuries and he died at the hos-
pital the following morning.

The Sacramento County Coroner’s
Office identified the fatality as James
William Toomey, 36, residence city
not listed.

The three occupants of the Rivian
SUV, driven by a Rancho Murieta
woman, were hospitalized for moder-
ate injuries. Three teens on two golf
carts managed to stop before entering

the intersection.

The intersection became a spec-
tacular light show due to the flashing
lights from 11 marked patrol cars,
several fire engines, at least four
ambulances and other vehicles
with emergency lights in what was
deemed a multi-casualty incident.
Although Jackson Highway was
blocked off from the western side
of the intersection to Cantova Drive
for many hours, Rancho Murieta

Continued on page 3
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A graphic shows the study area for a $400,000 Caltrans grant recently awarded to the Sacramento County Department of
Transportation (SACDOT) to find ways to help Rancho Murieta residents safely evacuate in an emergency. Courtesy photos

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA ( MPG)
- Thanks to behind-the-
scenes advocacy by three
Rancho Murieta Regional
Fire Safe Council repre-
sentatives and staunch
support from Sacramento
County Supervisor Sue

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

Frost, the Sacramento
County Department
of Transportation
(SACDOT) has secured
a $400,000 Caltrans
(California Department
of Transportation)
Sustainable Communities
Grant to study ways to
improve evacuation and
emergency access on
Jackson Highway.

Although the highway’s
infrastructure problems
had been on the fire safe
council’s radar for some
time, members couldn’t
gain any traction until
flooding from the 2023
storm isolated Rancho
Murieta and drew nation-
wide attention to the entire
region.

The

study “will

undertake a comprehen-
sive study of wind-driven
fire and flooding risks on
the highway with a spe-
cific focus on six critical
intersections between
Grant Line Road and
lone Road in Sacramento
County and flooding in the
Sloughhouse area,” accord-
ing to the grant application.

Continued on page 9

Shenff’s
Service
Center
Reopens

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - The Sacramento
County Sherift’s Office has
reopened its service cen-
ter in Rancho Murieta after
it was closed at the begin-
ning of the pandemic four
years ago.

This reopening is in part-
nership with the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District. The two
agencies marked the occa-
sion with a grand opening
event held at the district
office on July 31.

Initially, two VIPS
(Volunteers in Partnership
with the Sheriff) will oper-
ate the center from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Mondays. They
will provide information
and take non-emergency
police reports.

The plan is to expand the
program as more VIPS are
recruited. The VIPS will
meet with residents in a
designated area set up in
the reception area of the
district office.

Assistant Sheriff
Matthew Petersen told
a small crowd that the
service centers are invalu-
able to the sheriff’s office
and the community alike
because of the involvement
of community residents.

“We serve the commu-
nity but we also need that
exchange,” he said. “We
couldn’t be happier to open
another service center.”

District Board President
Tim Maybee said he was
speaking on behalf of his
fellow board members and
the community by thank-
ing the Sherift’s Office for
its support at all levels.

As for the service cen-
ter, Maybee described
the reopening as a second
chance that many other
communities don’t get.

“This is just a maturation
process for our community
to get this back up and run-
ning again,” Maybee said.

The grand opening
also attracted Sacramento
Supervisor Sue Frost and
Supervisor-elect Rosario
Rodriguez and more than
a dozen deputies who serve
the area.

The two VIPS who will
initially operate the ser-
vice center are residents
Elizabeth Jacobsen and
Larry Casares.

After she left her full-
time job, Jacobsen said,
she wanted to be involved
in the community and give
back.

“This seemed to be a
good way to mix both of
them,” Jacobsen said.

Jacobsen began vol-
unteering at the Sheriff’s

Continued on page 6
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Tnbute Band Provides Ultimate
Salute to the Bee Gees

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Channeling
the Bee Gees in their prime, a tribute
band filled the dance floor with revelers
when it performed at the Lake Clementia
Amphitheater on July 27 in gloriously
cool weather.

The third summer concert presented
by Entertainment, Theatre & Culture for
Rancho Murieta (ETC) drew about 1,100
attendees, just short of a sell-out, accord-
ing to Board President Jane Rosetta.

She said the concert was amazing.

“Everyone I spoke to had a blast and
said the Bee Gees Gold were the best per-
formers they had seen in several years,”
she said. “They sounded just like the Bee
Gees.”

In a pre-concert program, an ETC board
member presented this year’s scholarship
winner, four Murieta Dance Company
students performed to hip-hop music and
the emcee fired a T-shirt cannon into the
crowd and recognized some of the event
Sponsors.

Concert

The musicians didn’t waste any time
getting the party started with the disco
hit, “Saturday Night Fever.” The musi-
cians also raised the temperature with
“Jive Talking” and “More Than a Woman”
halfway through their playlist and closed
down the party with “Staying Alive.”

The group performed “Tragedy” as their
encore and, as the lights went out, left the
stage. Despite the dance floor crowd ham-
mering the stage and shouting “One more
song!” they didn’t return.

Looking and sounding like Barry,

Eric Sean channels Robin Gibb to the delight
of attendees Karen Hoberg and Paul Miller, on
the right. Hoberg is the title sponsor for the
ETC concerts.

Maurice and Robin Gibb, the singers
performed many of the other Bee Gees
classics such as “If I Can’t Have You,”
“How Deep is Your Love” and “I’ve Got
to Get a Message to You.”

Many in the dance floor crowd sang
along.

Following the concert, band leader John
Acosta said they had met some lovely peo-
ple and the crowd had been great.

Drummer Dan Sia was even more
enthusiastic.

“The crowd was amazing,” he said.
“Everyone was so energetic, so it was
awesome.”

Attendee Mark LeBlanc never stopped
smiling as he and his wife, Romi, showed
off their dance moves next to the stage.
They always attend ETC concerts when
“the band is playing fun dance music and
the crowd is energized,” LeBlanc said.

Scholarship
Every year, the ETC sets aside $2,000
from the concert proceeds to fund a schol-
arship for a Rancho Murieta high school
senior as part of its mission of keeping the
arts alive in the community. To be selected

Seline Tijero, center, accepts a $2,000 scholarship check
from last year’s winner, Allison Myers. ETC Board Member
Stephanie Stanislaus thanks the community for their support.

R

-5
\{ i{‘&

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Murieta Dance Company students, from left, Kennedy Brenner,
Jema Nauman, Aislinn Brenner and Launa Kische perform a
hip-hop number before the concert begins.

Using his falsetto to great effect, musician John Acosta looks and sounds like Barry Gibb.

Photos by Gail Bullen

A section of the dance floor crowd reveals the multi-generational appeal of the Bee Gees.

as the winner, seniors must pen an essay
about the arts.

This year’s winner was Seline Tijero,
who graduated from Pleasant Grove High
School, where she was enrolled in the
Biomedical Academy and was part of the
Associated Student Body (ASB) lead-
ership class. She was the vice president
of the Rancho Murieta Key Club in her
junior year.

Before the concert, Tijero said that win-
ning the ETC money felt like winning an
arts scholarship because of her deep love
for music and dance, and she was thrilled
to achieve it through her writing, another
form of art.

ETC Board member Stephanie
Stanislaus, who chairs the Philanthropy
Committee, introduced Tijero and last
year’s winner, Allison Myers, to the
crowd. Myers presented the check to her
SuCCessor.

After Stanislaus explained that Tijero
would attend Sacramento State University
to study nursing, she asked how she would
incorporate her love of arts into her major.

“I hope not only to pursue nursing but

also minor in dance so that I can incorpo-
rate that into my college life post-college,”
Tijero told the crowd.

Other Happenings

Four Murieta Dance Company students
performed an award-winning piece fea-
turing a hip-hop music combination of
“I Wish” by Skee-Lo and “Hey ya” by
Outkast. Nine youngsters belong to the
competition hip-hop troupe. However,
since five were out of town, the chore-
ography was modified. The dancers were
Kennedy Brenner, Jema Nauman, Aislinn
Brenner and Launa Kische.

ETC Board Member JT Turner, who
emcees the concerts, also used a cannon
to fire T-shirts supplied by Go 4 Pizza and
Horizon Glass into the crowd. He also rec-
ognized some of the sponsors, including
Title Sponsor Karen Hoberg of Rancho
Murieta Homes and Land.

The next ETC concert on Aug. 17 will
feature Kalima — The Spirit of Earth, Wind
& Fire. Tickets can be purchased at Ace
Hardware in Murieta Plaza. *

Romi and Mark LeBlanc revel in infectious dance music.

Karen is a Presidential Award

Holder with the Masters Club of

the Sacramento Association of

Realtors for over 37 years.

This is the most prestigious

award given,

Thank you to all of our clients in

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor
for 44 Years and counting.

*Source: MLS for residential, Not
including “Residential Income”

Karen Hoberg,
Broker/Owner
(916) 947-6910

rmhl.acceleragent.net 7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683
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A burned and crushed Hyundai awaits towing after broadsiding the black Rivian at left on Jackson Highway at Murieta Drive.
The collision took place about 8:15 p.m. July 29 when the Hyundai driver was being pursued by the California Highway Patrol.

Continued from page 1

residents could get in and
out of the community.
Officer Trent Senter, the
public information officer
for the East Sacramento
office, said an Amador
CHP officer saw a red
Hyundai Elantra travel-
ing at a high rate of speed
on Highway 88 and tried
to stop it. When the driver
failed to yield, he initiated
a pursuit. The Hyundai
continued fleeing onto
Highway 49 and then
merged onto the Jackson
Highway heading east.
As it approached Murieta
Parkway, the driver of a
Rivian was traveling south
(from the North Gate).
After the two vehicles col-
lided in the intersection,
the Hyundai caught on fire.

Senter said that two
Amador CHP officers man-
aged to remove the two
occupants from the burn-
ing Hyundai. Both suffered
major injuries and were

transported by ambulance.
The female driver of the
Rivian and her two pas-
sengers, an adult female
and a male, also sustained
moderate injuries and were
transported by ambulance.
The CHP later discov-
ered that the Hyundai was
a stolen vehicle, although
Senter did not have infor-
mation on where it had
been stolen from. He also
confirmed that the Hyundai
driver died at the hospital.

Several Rancho Murieta
residents reported that a
CHP helicopter took part in
the pursuit and circled the
intersection several times.
Rancho Murieta resident
Parsha Miller witnessed
the entire accident and pro-
vided information about
the three occupants in the
Rivian.

Miller said the three
extricated themselves
and walked to the grassy
area by the fire station.
The driver was a Rancho
Murieta resident who was

transporting her daugh-
ter in the passenger seat
and her daughter’s boy-
friend in the back seat on
the driver’s side. The boy-
friend texted Miller the
next morning. He said
the driver, Gabbie, was
released from the hospital
after treatment for a con-
cussion but he, Nathanial,
and her daughter, Lizzy
were still in the hospital
waiting for tests. Miller
also reported that three
teenagers in two sepa-
rate golf carts were able
to stop before entering the
intersection.

Here is Miller’s account.

She was traveling west
on Jackson Highway
coming from the south
to the north to go home.
She stopped for the red
light and was waiting in
the right-hand lane. She
saw the Rivian begin to
cross the highway from
the North entrance. At the
same time, she saw the
two golf carts on Murieta

20 minute drive ffom Fols¢
El Dorado Hills |

1,000,31,50

Parkway next to the
Chevron Station about to
enter the intersection.

“All of a sudden, I heard
a whizzing noise behind
me and saw the red vehi-
cle going at least 100 mph
hit the left front fender
and driver’s door (of
the SUV),” Miller said.
“The Rivian spun into the
opposing lane and the red
car ricocheted straight into
some kind of pole. The
rear end bounced about 10
feet high, came down and
caught fire.”

Miller also heard an
explosion and then sirens.
Two CHP patrol cars
pulled up and two officers
jumped out. Although the
car was engulfed in flames,
they pulled out the driver.
Then they ran to the pas-
senger side and pulled
out the woman, although
Miller couldn’t see the sec-
ond rescue.

“It was a sight to see
because they were so
heroic,” she said. “To see

Although a black Rivian suffered major damage in the

collision, the three occupants, who are from or connected to
Rancho Murieta, escaped with moderate injuries. The side and
front airbags deployed. Photos by Gail Bullen

them pull those two out,
especially the female when
the car was engulfed in
flames and smoke rising
up. I don’t know how they
could see or get in there.”

The two officers were
Brandon Rodgers and Jim
Dann, according to the
Amador CHP office.

Miller saw the driver of
the Rivian get out of the
vehicle on the passenger
side, and she was followed
by a young female who
had been in the front pas-
senger seat and a young
male who had been in the
rear left passenger seat.

“They walked to the
grassy area by the fire
department and sat down,”
Miller said. “They looked
stunned but didn’t appear
to have life-threatening
injuries.”

Miller could also see that
the side and front airbags
had deployed in the Rivian.

“I think the side bags
kept them from getting
more severely injured,”
she said.

Miller said a CHP officer
also told her that the size of
the Rivian was a factor in
their survival.

Miller checked with the
young people in the first
golf cart to see if their
parents had been noti-
fied. They were fine, she
said. The girl told her that
as they started to cross
the highway, something
red caught her eye. She
told the boy and he hit the
brakes.

Miller didn’t talk to the
occupant in the second
cart behind them. A hotel
employee said the occu-
pant was a 16-year-old boy
who also had stopped in
time.

“I’m so grateful the golf
carts weren’t involved,”
Miller said.

Miller said that Rodgers,
who had been involved in
the pursuit, came over later
to talk to her.

She informed him that
she had witnessed the acci-
dent and showed him her
video of him and the other
officer rescuing the two
occupants of the burning
vehicle.

“He was like, ‘Oh, my
God,” when he saw it,” she
said. Miller mentioned that
she gave Rodgers a hug
and repeatedly asked if he
was OK.

She inspected his hands
and arms for burns but
Rodgers assured her that
he was fine.

Rodgers told her that
the pursuit began in San
Joaquin County.

“He told me it was a
long pursuit traveling well
over 100 mph,” she said.
“He didn’t say what it was
about and I don’t know the
details why he was chasing
him,” she said.

Miller was also
impressed at how the two
officers went on to check
SUV occupants and the
youth in the golf carts.

“They just did their
jobs,” she said. *
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Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

The NBA summer league is over, but
changes to the Kings ultimate roster for the
upcoming season are not nearly over.

GM Monte McNair has earned his
stripes by consistently making solid moves
that will give Sacramento Kings fans
potentially the best NBA team they’ve seen
since the Webber/Bibby era, in which the
Kings won a gaudy 61 games in 2021/22.

At this juncture, making predictions that
would rival that season seems ludicrous,
but make no mistake about it, McNair
has his sights on a 60-win season, and
he’s scouring the NBA and beyond to find
components that will get this franchise to
that end.

The power forward position contin-
ues to be a point of focus, and although
the Kings recently acquired Orlando
Robinson, the search continues for a true
rim protector that can play defense and add
even a modicum of scoring while he’s on
the hardwood.

Potentially, that player could be a bench
player for the Portland Trailblazers by the
name of Robert Williams I11. At 26 years
of age, Williams’ best playing days are still
in front of him, and his seven points and
six rebounds a year ago for the Trailblazers
doesn’t tell the full story. At 6’9" and 250
Ibs., Williams is a true shot blocker, and
the thinking here is given more playing
time, this young man could become a true
double-double threat.

The Kings are all too familiar with
a double-double threat, as big man
Domantas Sabonis has led the NBA in
double-doubles the past two seasons, while
leading the entire NBA in rebounding at
the same time. Imagine if the Kings could
surround this stevedore with just a little
more support around the rim!

The only Sacramento King cur-
rently playing basketball in the Paris
Olympics is none other than Trey Lyles,
and although he’s had a less than stellar
performance so far for his home coun-
try of Canada, | remain convinced that
if used correctly for the Kings, Lyles not
only could give the Kings a boost in the
upcoming season, he could actually break
into the starting lineup.

Most pundits think 1’m crazy, but | have

SACRAMENTO

KINGS
'

always seen a higher ceiling in Trey, and
the only way we will ever know if I’m
right, is to increase his playing time.

Trey is a consistent three-point shooter
and solid rebounder behind Domantas, and
I believe as the Kings continue to search
for power-forward solutions, they should
look no further than their own bench.

I have to believe that Monte McNair
shares some of my zeal for this talented big
man, or we would have already seen him
in either a trade or trade rumors.

The real question is not McNair, but
coach Brown. During last season’s cam-
paign, there was no consistent rotation for
Lyles coming off the bench, and he went
through stretches in which his minutes
were sparing to say the least.

For any player, and particularly a big
man, there must be that vote of confidence,
that is demonstrated by his consistent
time on the court, and that includes hard-
wood time during the last five minutes of
a game. Show him that you trust his game
when it means the most, and watch his
confidence grow.

I give Mike Brown high marks for
understanding how to bring along Keon
Ellis, but his reluctance to use Trey Lyles
when the Kings are starving for front-court
players, remains a mystery to me.

The summer league did reveal that the
Kings have a burgeoning star in your
Boogie Ellis, who did pretty much what he
wanted to against opposing summer league
players. Boogie has been invited to train-
ing camp, and although the Kings remain
guard heavy, Boogie’s instant offense
and frenetic defense means he deserves a
closer look. At only 23 years of age, the
Kings want to make sure they don’t pass
on a guard that may very well portend
happy times for their future.

The big man/power forward rumors are
ubiquitous, but I’'m convinced that Monte
McNair has at least one more notable move
to make, and it’s my educated guess it will
come in the form of a power forward.

Stay tuned this off-season as its roster
moves aren’t over yet!

All the best, Kings fans! *

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com

The Clean PowerCity® movement is happening. Hundreds of thousands have
taken action to join the charge, drive electric, make clean power choices at
home and work and save money with SMUD rebates. Together, we're creating
Clean PowerCities, while we keep our promise to deliver world-class safety,
reliability and some of the lowest electricity rates in California. For 99 ways to
join the charge, visit CleanPowerCity.org today.

Hot Jazz Jubilee
2024 to Sizzle

Over Four Days

Hot Jazz Jubilee News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The ninth annual
Hot Jazz Jubilee will feature four days of
music and entertainment over Labor Day
weekend, Aug. 30 to Sept. 2, under one
roof.

Five rooms in the DoubleTree by Hilton
Sacramento will offer music, ranging from
the large Grand Ballroom to the more inti-
mate Garden Terrace and RJ’s. Dancers
will want to be in the three ballrooms that
offer a dance floor.

The annual extravaganza will feature
more than 20 bands and guest artists.

“We are excited to offer some new
featured performers, plus some bands
returning by popular demand,” said Hot
Jazz Jubilee festival director Pat Jones.
“And the variety can’t be beat. We have
jazz, swing, zydeco, rock ‘n’ roll and
R&B. Something for everyone.”

Performers include Brian Casserly, Todd
Morgan & The Emblems, San Lyon, Katie
Cavera & the Lost Boys, and many more.
Some exciting special sets are “Boogie
Woogie Extravaganza” on Saturday, Aug.
31 and a “Back to the Future” Old Time
Rock ‘n’ Roll set on Sunday, Sept. 1.

In addition, Shaymus Hanlin will pres-
ent his “Tribute to Frank Sinatra” and
High Street Band will honor veterans
with its “Salute to the 60s” on Friday,
Aug. 30. There will be two gospel sets on
Sunday, Sept. 1, one set with Yve Evans
and Company, and the other set with High
Street Band. Special guest pianist Nicole
Pesce will perform two sets, “Two Pianos,
Six Hands,” with Stephanie and Paolo.

Single-day tickets are $65 for Aug. 30,
$85 for Aug. 31 or Sept. 1 and $65 for
Sept. 2.

A four-day event pass is $155.
Admission is free for children 18 and
under.

Tickets are available online at hotjazzju-
bilee.com/purchase-tickets.

For special group rates, visit info@hot-
jazzjubilee.com. *

.!::’; L

4 ®SMUD and CLEAN POWERCITY are trademarks/service marks of Sacramento Municipal Utility District, Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

at jazz festivals throughout the country
and a session musician for commercials,
professional recordings and musicals in the
U.S. and Canada. Photos courtesy of Hot Jazz
Jubilee

TSl . i
High Street Band plays jazz, Motown,

R&B, blues and funk tunes that bring their
audiences to the dance floor.
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Monster Jam Roars into Sacramento
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Driver Fernando Martinez returns to Monster Jam at Golden 1 Center as the El Toro Loco driver from Aug. 16 to 18. Photos

courtesy of Monster Jam

Monster Jam News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
Experience big-time family fun at Monster
Jam. An unexpected, unscripted and
unforgettable motorsports experience for
families and fans returns to Sacramento
for an adrenaline-charged weekend at
Golden 1 Center from Aug. 16 to Aug. 18.

At Monster Jam, world champion ath-
letes and their 12,000-pound monster
trucks tear up the dirt in wide-open com-
petitions of speed and skill.

The excitement begins at the Monster
Jam Pit Party held in Sacramento prior
to the events on Saturday, Aug. 17 and
Sunday, Aug. 18. Fans can see the mas-

drivers and crews, get autographs and take
pictures. Activities include the Sand Box
play area, UNOH tire demonstration, col-
oring and temporary tattoo station, and
new photo ops, including the chance to
take a photo with the Series trophy. This
fun-filled experience is the only place that
allows people to get up-close access to the
Monster Jam teams and get an insider’s
look at how these trucks are built to stand
up to the competition.

Fans will be on the edge of their seats as
the world’s best drivers show off massive
stunts, big air, backflips, crazy skills and
all-out racing in fierce head-to-head bat-
tles for the Event Championship.

Engineered to perfection, the 12,000-

Great <",

IT'S GONNA BE GRE

Great Clips ;

Megalodon returns to Golden 1 Center with driver Angelina

Nock at the wheel.

limits in Freestyle, Skills and Racing
competitions.

Fans are encouraged to get to their
seats early to experience Monster Jam
Trackside approximately one hour before
the event start time.

Featured festivities include competition
previews, driver interviews, giveaways,
opening ceremonies and power rush truck
introductions.

Monster Jam drivers are trained, world-
class male and female athletes. They have
mastered the physical strength and men-
tal stamina needed to compete, and the
vital dexterity to control 12,000-pound
machines capable of backflips, vertical
two-wheel skills and racing at speeds up

motorsports action seen throughout the
world.

Enjoy big-time family fun at Monster
Jam. The competitions start at 7 p.m. Aug.
16, 7 p.m. Aug. 17 and 1 p.m. Aug. 18.

Also on Aug. 17 is a pit party from 4:30
to 6 p.m., which requires an event ticket
and pit pass for entry.

On Aug. 18, the pit party from 10:30
a.m. to noon requires an event ticket and
pit pass for entry.

Tickets are affordably priced for the
whole family. Tickets and pit passes are
available for purchase at the Monster Jam
website at MonsterJam.com, which will
direct you to Ticketmaster.com.

If not sold out, tickets will be available

sive trucks up close, meet their favorite

pound Monster Jam trucks push all

to 70 mph to produce jaw-dropping, live

at the door.

*

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Murieta Bulldogs’
Concert Fundraiser
is Aug. 10

The Murieta Bulldogs
Baseball Club will present
its annual concert fund-
raiser from 3 to 10 p.m.
Aug. 10 at the Murieta
Equestrian Center at 7200
Lone Pine Drive.

The Cripple Creek
Band is the featured
entertainment.

This family friendly
environment includes a
barbecue sampling con-
test from the best chefs in
Rancho Murieta, raffle and
silent auction items, food
trucks and a bar that will
open at 6 p.m. with wine,
beer and mixed drinks.

Bring a lawn chair but
no coolers or glass of any
kind.

A general admission
ticket is $40 or $45 at the
door. Tickets can be pur-
chased online by searching
for Murieta Bulldogs at
zeffy.com. Email questions
to murietabulldogsbase-
ball@gmail.com.

Summerfest Tickets
Are on Sale

Summerfest is slated
to return on Friday, Oct.
4 and Saturday, Oct. 5 to
Stonehouse Park, and tick-
ets are now on sale on the
website: www.summer-
fest-racnhomurieta.org/
tickets.

Tickets will only be sold
online or at the event. For
the first time, a $20 dis-
count will be available
with the online purchase of
four tickets.

A cornhole tournament
will be a new event that
will take place on Saturday
for attendees 18 years and
older. A participant link
will be posted soon.

Gold Rush Classic
Tournament Set for
Aug. 22-23

We are thrilled to
announce and would be
excited to have you par-
ticipate in the 2024 Gold
Rush Classic on Thursday
and Friday, Aug. 22 and
23, 2024, at the Rancho
Murieta Country Club.

The Gold Rush Classic
is a celebrity Pro-Am Golf
Tournament, a Celebrity
Challenge, a Million Dollar
Hole-in-One contest, a
Celebrity Draft Party, a
Farm-to-Fork Dinner, and

a Stars and Guitars concert
featuring great live music.
The Gold Rush Classic
raises philanthropic pro-
ceeds for Make-A-Wish,
Jordan’s Guardian Angels,
1st Tee of Sacramento,
Rancho Murieta Youth
Programs, and other key
children’s charities in
Sacramento and beyond.
More information is
available at https//birdease.
com/Goldrushclassic./

Kiwanis Club Opens
Ticket Sales for
Farm to Fork Dinner

Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta is thrilled to
announce that we will be
holding our third annual
Turn-Around-Scholarship
(TAS) fundraising din-
ner at the Rancho Murieta

Country Club on Saturday,
Sept. 28.

The tickets will go on
sale online on Aug. 20
at www.rmkiwanis.org.
Tables will accommodate
up to 11 people, and tick-
ets purchased together-sit
together. The tickets are
$80 per person. The dead-
line for ticket purchases is
Sept. 20.

The TAS Program,
administered by the
Elk Grove Regional
Scholarship Foundation,
provides scholarships to
Elk Grove Unified School
District high school stu-
dents who have overcome
adversity to improve their
GPA scores to at least 3.0
by graduation.

This year we are excited
to be hosting the event

at the Rancho Murieta
Country Club, creating an
inviting atmosphere for
our community. The event
will be held outside on
the lawn, and we are able
to expand our available
seating.

There will be a full,
no-host, bar set up outside.
If you wish to bring your
own wine, there will be a
$15 corkage fee collected
at the entrance. Tables are
round and able to accom-
modate 8 to 12 persons
at the table. Chef KC is
developing a fantastic
menu for us and the eve-
ning should be wonderful.

Thank you, Rancho
Murieta community, for
helping to support our
youth. We deeply appreci-
ate it. *
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PINNACLE
 EMPLOYEE SERVICES
HR | Payroll | Benefits

We specialize in small and
mid-sized businesses. Offering
comprehensive and intuitive
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRA

FILING AND R

PAYROLL and
HR Support
$299 a month

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

916=-760-7227
RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

PURCHASE -«

FIXED RATE LOANS

REFINANCE

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

| T

5.80"

180 Monthly Payments of $8.17 per $1,000 Borrowed

APR RATE

30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

6.250*

360 Monthly Payments of $6.16 per $1,000 Borrowed

APR

6.44"

2

Member

FDIC

NMLSRID 479256

Check the EI Dorado Advantage:
¥ No Application Fee v No Prepayment Penalty v/ Local Processing and Servicing

“"; L DORADO GAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
pecl Lo led

ELK GROVE ¢ 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. » 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA ¢ 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢« 8973 Grant Line Road * 916-686-0200

Maximum loan $650,000.00, primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment
on purchase. 25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOANTERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGEWITHOUT NOTICE
www.eldoradosavingshank.com 800-874-9779 B

Se Habla Espaiiol

=

Be o part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

M@ Call us today at 916-773-1111
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Volunteers Elizabeth Jacobsen and Larry Casares pose with
Office Manager Karla Brown as the Sacramento County
Sheriff’s Office reopens its Rancho Murieta Service Center on

Sheriff's officers, Sacramento County Supervisor Sue Frost and Tim Maybee, president of the Rancho Murieta Community
Services District Board, gather for a photo at the open house.

July. 31. Photos by Gail Bullen

Sheriff's Service Center Reopens

Continued from page 1
Central Division two years ago.
“It’s been a long process to get this
reopened,” she said. “It’s nice to be here.”
Casares decided to volunteer after cut-
ting back on his volunteer work as a
chaplain in law enforcement and more
recently for communities who lack

resources for a chaplaincy program.

Casares’ nickname was Chappy as in
“Chappy is in the house,” when he worked
at police departments. He has also vol-
unteered at the Rancho Cordova Police
Department, which has a contract with the
Sheriff’s Office.

“I also do VIPS patrol whenever they

need a fill-in,” Casares said.

Before the pandemic, the VIPS pro-
gram operated out of the James L Noller
Safety Center across the parking lot from
the district office. However, the trailer that
previously housed the service center is out
of commission because of needed repairs.

The late Jacque Villa was the corner-
stone of the previous service center for
more than 16 years. In addition to tak-
ing minor police reports during her

twice-weekly office hours, Villa checked
phone messages daily from her home and
fielded other phone calls at all hours of the
day from residents needing advice. Villa
and the other VIPs also provided another
set of ears and eyes for district security by
patrolling twice a week in their marked
truck.

Rancho Murieta residents interested in
volunteering with the VIPS can contact
volunteers@sacsheriff.com. *
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(916)
BUILDING SUPPLY
“Since 1949

5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

« We have all the hard-to-find sidings
e Quality lumber for any size project
e Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

Call o place your
legal advertising

916-773-1111

i =

All Legal Ads Published by Messenger Publishing Group

L E E ARJILH,

THANK YOU
to our Title Sponsor

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

DO YOU KNOW
THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have
Paid Them Over

$130 Million Dollars

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team... the most

experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.

Rancho Murieta

Y HOMES & LAND, INC.
KAREN HOBERG

I Back!
THURSDAY & FRIDAY
AUGUST 22-23, 2024

Rancho Murieta Country Club
RANCHO MURIETA, CA

GOLD.,RUSH

The Gold Rush Classic is a Celebrity Pro-am Golf Tournament, Dinner,
a Million Dollar Hole-in-One Contest, and Concert that raises money for
key children's charities in Rancho Murieta, the greater Sacramento Valley
yond, The Gold Rush Classic gives our community | X
and prominent recognition while generating revenue for the cou
the Rancho Murieta community, local businesses and charities.

WHERE THE STARS
AND GUITARS SHINE!

&/eér«w'n;5 Years!

For more information, visit GoldRushClassic.org or call John Jacobs 916.806.0939

« Customized sponsorship opportunities are still available.

Volunteers needed. We have 12 committees that need volunteers.

Entertainment, Theatre & Culture
for Rancho Murieta

Saturday
August 17, 2024
8:30pm

Gates Open 7:00pm

Lake Clementia
Members $25.00
Non-Members $35.00

CHILDREN 6 & UNDER FREE
$5.00 surcharge at the gate, so buy your tickets early!

ETC Members/Sponsors enjoy priority blanket setting
from 8:00 AM —10:00 AM. General admission blanket
setting from 10:00 AM — 12:00 Noon.

Closed 12:00 Noon — 7:00 PM. Gates open at 7:00 PM.
Come early to avoid long lines. Concert starts promptly
at 8:30. No Refunds — No Exchanges.

Events open to Rancho Murieta residents, real property
owners and their guests, ETC sponsors and Rancho
Murieta business owners. Tickets available at Ace
Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Note: Discounted tickets for ETC Members are only
available at Ace Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Membership Info: Sue Delmore 916-837-9715

For the safety of the children
and ALL concert attendees:

CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED &
SUPERVISED BY AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.

No running or racing around the grounds,
blankets, or dance floor.

Keeping the Arts Alive in
Our Community!

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Visit us at ETC-RM.org - Like US! @
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CALL-A-PRO

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TAN TEAM PR A Y jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

pour dreams
For All Your £

e Insurance FARMERS
HOME STAGING B ¥ |} == Needs INSURANCE

ymf :Iz(’dfm:( f/m ad

(916)

932.6693

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

R0 (916) 485-3236

I ETA 916-402-6021 (Cell)

L DEN

Edwardjones > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Dawny Corsaut
Compare our CD Rates 9]6-769-7462 | 354'3333

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month . T-year . 2-year . . . | W - G
52 % 53 % 48  BREALTY WORLD

Minimum deposit $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 Minimum deposit  $10,000 f C W IHC. |.|C# O] 365643

RMHomesForSale.com

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet 06/01/2023.5sjtor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALLRIGHTS RESERVED

] INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER
Jieallls clod TOWN 2 COUNTRY

/] , ) (i
Fum, ﬁﬂzem@ and pmfemonﬂ/ 916-214-1515

- 7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
Erin Howard « 354-86/77 (in The B?| Air Shopping Center)
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 « Murieta Plaza www.lnasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally
Ri

VERVALLEY TIMES Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC

Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999

Expanding from
Lodi to

Rancho Murieta

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

Itis the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. Itis understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for

q unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
Publisher, contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Paul V. Scholl Ownership of all advertising created and/or

composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger

Publishing Group Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
i i 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.
To Smel.t your articles, . , . . * Investment M anagement
information, announcements  The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. .
or letters to the editor, please  Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. * Tax Preparation
email to: e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Publisher@mpg8.com. Tax Professionals EQUESTRIAN
Be sure to place in the We are proud members of these newspaper associations. « 38 Years Experience CENTER & 5
subject field “Attention to se
Publisher”. If you do not have 1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242 42

www.allocyfinancialservices.com T2 HURIEPADIR, (-7
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com 7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629) Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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CALL-A-PRO

AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f' Electric « Hot Water » Pool Heating
& (916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

= A
- -'.3-":'“.
w

LC# 550110

Jack@aztecsolar.com ® www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance ® Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

(916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

» Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops * Hardwood Flooring

» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

* Paint « Plumbing * Electrical

[\\[@]
Material

Mark-Up!

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 216 220-2937 cwbp7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 9214319

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Speciallll
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

At Tesance  FEALE. BOAY gt iftine
Claime Weleome = DR ESSIONS ey

& Direct Repair %

Network

685-5078

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove —

www.autobodyexpressions.com

25 Years Experience

RAMER CONCRETE, ..

YT

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored - Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor

References available in your neighborhood BEB
FREE Y

L Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
sy Www.cramerconcrete.comsz:

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

® Independent Living ® Respite

e |[In Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

VCELS
experience

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

TREE TECH

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

T VEL
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

SERVICES”

DICK’ S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Seuce 1956
363-6554

New & Repaired

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

BRIAN OLSON

License #982398
E¥rE| @ 916-912-0293
| © info@olsonswoodworx.com
[=] @ olsonswoodworx.com
&O @, CUSTOM CABINETS CRAFTED
[0) D W () JUST FOR YouU!

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Mr. *i"“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional « Safe « Reliable « Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal : 916
California Home Loans | 417-2001

RM resident over 20 years! ' wwis# 1070092

Grow your.business in our

CALL-A-PRO
Guide!
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Frost, Fire Safte Council Help Win Caltrans Grant

Appreciative of SACDOT's response to their advocacy are from left, Sacramento County Supervisor Sue Frost, John Long, John
Merchant and Greg Pryor.The three men are affiliated with the Rancho Murieta Regional Fire Safe Council. Courtesy photos

Continued from page 1

The consultant hired
by the Sacramento
County Department
of Transportation will
also identify infrastruc-
ture improvements, and
develop a funding and
implementation plan
that will meet a Caltrans
requirement for highway
improvement funding.

The fire safe council
representatives working
with Frost to seek out-
side funding for highway
improvements are Greg
Pryor, John Merchant and
John Long. Fellow com-
munity activists often
refer to them as the “Three
Amigos.”

Pryor, a retired fire-
fighter, is president of
the fire safe council.
Merchant, a retired busi-
nessman currently
circulating a water morato-
rium petition, is a council
member. Long, a retired
traffic engineer with 46
years of experience, was
a member of the Rancho
Murieta Association
Emergency Preparedness
Committee that led to the
fire safe council’s forma-
tion. He has served as an
advisor to the council since
then.

After the flooding
exposed the communi-
ty’s vulnerability, the three
turned to Frost. “

We brought up the
issues,” Long said.
“Supervisor Frost was lis-
tening to us.”

Frost soon brought
Supervisor Pat Hume into
the conversation because
the Sloughhouse flooding
was in his district. Frost
set up a March 21, 2023,
bus trip with Merchant as
their guide so elected and
agency officials could see
where the roadways had
flooded in the New Year’s
storm and the fire risk on
Scott Road.

“The real takeaway was
that a lot of people didn’t
realize how far away we
were,” Merchant said.

Frost and the three fire
safe council representatives
also organized a round-
table on March 27, 2023
at the RMA Building.
The attendees included
representatives from
the California Highway
Patrol, the Sacramento
County Sheriff’s Office,
Sacramento Metropolitan
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Graphic shows the intersections that flooded in the January 2023 storm.

Fire District and State
Senator Roger Niello’s
chief of staff to discuss
the critical importance of
Jackson Highway during
an emergency.

Frost told the group
that she had been working
with the fire safe coun-
cil as they looked at issues
inside the gates. But the
flooding of major access
roads prompted a broader
conversation about the
infrastructure outside the
Rancho Murieta area.

Long explained why
Rancho Murieta is the
Sacramento County com-
munity uniquely at risk
of flooding and fire. He
said the largest popula-
tion significantly impacted
by the 2023 flooding
lived in Rancho Murieta.
Emergency access, not
evacuation, was the issue
because everyone could
shelter in place as the com-
munity became an island.

Although firefighters
were on duty at Station 59,
other fire equipment, along
with CHP, and Sacramento
County Sheriff’s Office
could only respond from
Amador County.

Fortunately no inci-
dents requiring an outside
emergency response were
reported.

“We really dodged
the bullet, Long said in
retrospect.

In addition to major
intersections going under-
water, a low-lying section
of Jackson Highway in
Sloughhouse became
impassable due to the
volume of rain and flood-
ing after the Deer Creek
levee broke. Although
boils threatened the stabil-
ity of the Cosumnes River
levee on the other side of
the highway, it held even
though the flow of water

Find out what'’s happening
In your local area at...

THERIVERVALLEYTIMES.COM

was only exceeded by the
devastating flooding in
1997.

When that same levee
broke in 1997, the high-
way was impassable
for days. Long expects
that the Sacramento
County Department of
Transportation consul-
tant will evaluate the
Sloughhouse levees as one
of the factors affecting all-
weather access on Jackson
Highway.

“We are trying to shame
Caltrans,” Long said in a
recent interview. “Don’t
you want to keep your state
highway open if it floods?”

Addressing fire risk at
the round table, Long used
a CAL FIRE map of state
responsibility area to show
that Rancho Murieta was
the only urbanized area in
Sacramento County mostly
surrounded by a high-haz-
ard zone.

Although not men-
tioned at the meeting, the
2021 Caldor Fire could
have devastated Rancho
Murieta if the wind had
not been blowing east that
day, according to the grant
application. It would have
been extremely challeng-
ing to evacuate the entire
community in a short
period of time, given the
constraints along Jackson
Highway.

Depending on where a
fire was burning, residents
might have to go east or
west, traveling in only one
lane to allow emergency
vehicle access coming the
other way. However, “the
time it would take to get
6,000 to 9,000 out would
be excessive,” Long said at
the meeting.

To solve the capacity
issue, Long said, the fire
safe council wasn’t look-
ing at widening Jackson

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

Highway to four lanes,
which would be exorbitant.
Instead they wanted prac-
tical spot improvements,
such as adding a lane in the
outbound direction at a key
intersection to eliminate
bottlenecks. An example
can be seen at the Jackson
Highway and Excelsior
Road intersection.

Or, as Long explained
recently, “My thing is prac-
tical solutions. I want to
do something sooner than
later. If it is too expen-
sive and takes too long, the
problem will persist.”

Following the March
2023 meeting, the two
supervisors began
involving the top-level
staff at Sacramento
County Department of
Transportation from
Director Ron Vicari on
down.

“We convinced the
county that these concerns
were high enough so they
went after the grant,” Long
said.

Sacramento County
Department of
Transportation retained
an on-call consultant to
write the grant applica-
tion, but Long, who has
grant-writing experience,
also assisted.

Long said his role was
to provide local knowl-
edge and to review and
provide feedback on the
application. Sacramento
County Department of
Transportation also applied
for a federal grant along
the same lines but didn’t
receive it, he said.

Long said the county
also has asked him to
serve as an unpaid advi-
sor for the study, which he
expects will take at least
two years. Long is hoping
for a shorter time frame.

Pryor and Merchant

MEDM
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CAL FIRE designates much of the area surrounding Rancho

Murieta as high risk.

described Long as the
driving force in secur-
ing the Caltrans grant.
Long demurred, saying
it was a group effort. All
three were unanimous in
their praise of Frost, with
Pryor describing her as the
catalyst.

Frost remembers that
Pryor often called her, ask-
ing if they should give up.

“I told him that the
squeaky wheels gets the
grease so we’re just going
to keep doing it until they
give us what we want,”
Frost said.

Frost said she was
thrilled that Rancho
Murieta was the Caltrans
Sustainable Communities
Grant recipient.

“I’'m especially grateful
for community members
who have tirelessly advo-
cated for fire and storm
safety in the wvulnera-
ble areas of Sacramento
County. Special thanks to
Greg Pryor, John Long,
John Merchant, and the
Rancho Murieta Fire Safe
Council, who are long
time champions for fire
safety in our community,”
Frost said. “We are all
grateful for the help from
SACDOT, Caltrans and a
multitude of county, state
and federal representa-
tives that helped make this
possible.”

Hume described the
Caltrans grant as a “great
first step” because rural
communities often have
only one way in and out.

“We really have two
disaster seasons that we
need to worry about: fire
season and flooding sea-
son,” he said. “In both
cases, the community
needs viable evacuation
routes to get to safety.”

Asked about Long, Pryor
and Merchant, Hume said:
“I think these guys have
really leaned into these
issues to raise awareness.
They all bring personal
expertise from their pro-
fessional backgrounds
in order to protect their
neighbors.”

The Caltrans grant was
the second time that Frost
helped the fire safe council

secure outside funding to
help protect the commu-
nity. The first was the CAL
FIRE $4.5 million grant.

Pryor, Rob Schultz and
Cheryl McElhany unsuc-
cessfully applied for CAL
FIRE grants for several
years, each time needing
to find a sponsor as the fire
safe council wasn’t a non-
profit organization.

Frost brokered an agree-
ment with Sacramento
County Regional Parks to
sponsor their 2022 appli-
cation and to administer
the project if a grant were
awarded. Schultz spent
weeks writing the appli-
cation. The group landed
the $4.5 million grant that
year.

The on-the-ground fuel
mitigation inside and
north of the community is
expected to begin in the
fall with a Rancho Murieta
forester supervising the
work.

Despite years of efforts,
the fire safe council hasn’t
been able to reach an
agreement about evacuat-
ing from inside the gates
with the Rancho Murieta
Association Board.
Prior said their primary
concern is that the com-
munity could have very
little time to evacuate if
a fierce wind-driven fire
approached from the north.

Fortunately, the commu-
nity has greenbelts where
residents could shelter
if they couldn’t get out
through the main gates.

As one last effort, Pryor
has put together a Sept. 16
online meeting to again
discuss evacuation from
inside the gates.

Vorster said the “stake-
holders” at the upcoming
meeting will include
Sacramento Metro Fire
Chief Adam House,
Sacramento County Office
of Emergency Services
Director Mary Jo Flynn-
Nevins, Supervisors Frost
and Hume, and representa-
tives from Rancho Murieta
Association, the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District and the
fire safe council. *

Saturday, August 24, 2024

5K & Kids Fun Runs Free Arts Festival
William Land Park

RacefortheArts.com
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BY NORRIS BURKES

“A man’s got to know his limitations,”
is the famous advice given by Clint
Eastwood in his role as Dirty Harry in
the 1973 movie “Magnum Force.” As a
spiritual columnist, I see some spiritual
awareness in those words.

While my limitations are unlimited, I
can briefly share three settings where it’s
helpful for me to “know my limitations.”

Three things I’m too inept to manage in
the retail setting:

I can’t seem to learn Italian so I
can order a venti or grande iced tea at
Starbucks. I remind the clerk, “This is
America, darn it. Give me the Jumbo
Super Slurper.”

I’m unskilled in the self-check line at
the grocery store. Those computer voices
fluster me. They sound too much like
creepy Hal in “2001: A Space Odyssey,”
just endlessly repeating, “Unauthorized
item in the bagging area.”

I can’t manage accuracy when the
grocery store asks for my personal

My Limitless Limitations

information on the store application for
“preferred card.” I don’t need the ava-
lanche of junk mail, text messages or
email spam they bring, so I use the name
“Ima Snooty.”

Three things I’'m too clumsy to accom-
plish at church:

I don’t care to hug strangers. This lim-
itation is a trait of the INFP, a type from
the Myers Briggs personality test.

The letters stand for “Introverted,
Intuitive, Feeling, and Prospecting” and,
according to the test, an INFP “tends to be
quiet, open-minded, and imaginative, and
they apply a caring and creative approach
to everything they do.”

As an INFP, I sometimes feel like I'd
rather run to my car after my sermon than
stay around and hug people.

I’m unable to think of the word that fills
in the “fill-in-the-blank” sermon outlines
found in many church bulletins. These
outlines are akin to karaoke and were pop-
ularized by the now-retired evangelical
pastor Rick Warren.

I’'m too rhythmically challenged to clap
to the beat of contemporary church music.
I have to make a choice: sing or clap. And
since people tend to get hurt when I clap, I
stick to singing.

Three situations where my faith is
stronger because it’s limited:

On a more serious note, I’'m a man who
acknowledges his faith limitations.

I cannot, will not, tell you that your faith

and beliefs are wrong and mine are right.
Some Christians are fond of quoting John
14:6 concerning Jesus being the only way
to God. But if you are reciting the verse to
other faiths, you are not sharing your faith,
you’re shouting your condemnation.

I won’t impose my faith on you in a
public situation by giving a
public prayer when I know
that the audience may not
be of my faith. Because, if
I only pray what doesn’t
offend me and -- you can
only hear what doesn’t
offend you -- then we dilute

I'm too
rhythmically
challenged to
clap to the beat

completely figured out. God is too big to
be contained in one religion. We can learn
things about faith from people of other
faiths, and even from people who profess
no faith at all.

I want to follow the direction of I Peter
3:15: “Be ready to speak up and tell any-
one who asks why
you’re living the way
you are and always
with the utmost
courtesy.”

Finally, if you ask
me, | will pray with
you without limits. My

both of our faiths. of contemparary prayers are voiced in

I won’t debate you. I'm . plain English without
not going to argue reli- church music. | the “thee” and “thou”
gion with you. Neither will from King James’s
I engage in disputes over have to make a Old English. However,
abortion, the death penalty, choice: Siﬂg or given my touch of

theology, politics, evolution
or the existence of God. I
will, however, engage in a
thoughtful examination of
the issues. Maybe it’s the INFP person-
ality, but my dad taught me that it can
take more courage to walk away from an
argument.

That’s enough of the negative limita-
tions. Before I finish, let me tell you where
I tend to be limit-less.

I try to be an example of struggling
faith. “What is that?” you ask. Struggling
faith recognizes that no one has faith

clap.

ADD, the prayers
won’t be a grande or a
venti size prayer, just a
small one.

Just don’t ask me to do one of those
huggy prayers. After all, a pastor really
should know his/her limitations.

Join Norris’ mailing list at www.thecha-
plain.net/newsletter or leave voicemail
at (843) 608-9715 or email comment@
thechaplain.net or @chaplain. Snail mail
occasionally checked at 10566 Combie
Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 95602. All his
books are also available on his website. %

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

e
Support
I}
litary

Cellular Plans

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hid-
den fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. For more infor-
mation, call 1-844-908-0605

(Cal-Scan)

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
*All Finishes «Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
«Slabse RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
eIrrigation *Retaining Walls|
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email Elverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

Elder Care

GoGo. Live and age your
way. Get help with rides,
groceries, meals and more.
Memberships start as low
as $1 per day. Available 24/7
nationwide. BBB Rated A+
Business. Call GoGo to get
started. 1-855-476-0033  (ca-
SCAN)

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

National and State Award
Winning Newspaper For Sale.
Northern California communi-
ty weekly newspaper and mul-
timedia company. Growing re-
gion of the San Francisco Bay
area. Owners are retiring and
want to spend more time with
family. Looking to expand your
Properties?? Call 925-487-
6383 to start the conversation.

(Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

Help Wanted

Tido Financial Inc., in Elk
Grove, CA seeks an Invest-
ment Compliance Officer to
monitor investment activities,
ensuring adherence to regu-
lations, in-house policies, and
client guidelines. High School
Diploma, two years job related
experience and Computer
Skills, Proficient with MS Office
required. Salary $54,059 per
year. To apply, email resume
to: tido@tidofinancial.com

Accountant - Bossen West,
Inc. has opening for Accoun-
tant in Elk Grove, CA. Salary:
$57,658.00 - $70,000.00/yr.
Email resume to hr@bossen-
food.com.

Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
«Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board «Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
eLighting *Concrete
«Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318
(916)287-6164

nocal

Beautiful Waterproof Vinyl &
Laminate Flooring Installa-
tion. All Materials In Stock! 36
Years Experience! License
#1023377. Call Josip for Free
Estimate! (916) 215-7558

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waving
ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 8/25/24.) Call
1-855-419-8241 (Cal-SCAN)

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Commiitted to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In:

e Oil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

e Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
e Brakes

e Wheel Alignment

Mon-Fri, 8-5 » 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

*

Elk Grove Bivd

Elk Groye Blvd - Florin Rd

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
* Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
® Brake &
Lamp Station

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
inas little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (car-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.

Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)
Visit:
mpg8.com

Hardworking, tender-hearted,
Christian woman available for
full-time Elder Care. Referenc-
es. Maria 916-861-0256

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

MS Hauling
+Junk Removal
«Garage Cleanouts
sYard Debris
*E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Landscaping

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (cal-scan)

The difference in winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

e ROOF REPAIR

e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

e ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING

Se Habla
Espanol

o NEW ROOFS

CELL 209.810.6233

v M e

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR
* OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
*DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

L - -
‘//-\
: i § 1]
ﬁi“ SACRAMENTO VALLEY

ROODFING 5 GUTTERS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

o7

* GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Tractor Work

Michael- 916-747-9667

sLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks *Flail sBushog
*Septic System Installation <Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching eIrrigation
<Drainage <Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

Plumbing

PAINTING
PRESSURE
WASHING

Interior / Exterior

PEBBTEREE
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004
Mike Johnson - Owner

216-257-9609

Bonded & Insured LickES3045

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generafions of Quality Painters
#908019
ws) We accept Visa & | g

VISA|  Mastercard =

Solving Plumbing Problems,
One LeakataTime
Residential & Commercial
Platero Parada Plumbing
Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:
650-431-8893 Lic. 1112115

Advertise in
your local community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
any www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!
Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

@ Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Find Back Issues at

TheRiverVallevTimes.com
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Two Wildland Fires Break Out Near RM

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Two wildland fires that
broke out near Rancho
Murieta on Aug. 3 and 4
raised concern among res-
idents who saw smoke and
heard sirens.

Both fires were con-
tained at approximately six
acres each, with no struc-
tures threatened and no
injuries reported.

The first incident, known
as the Murieta Fire, was
reported around 7 p.m.
Aug. 3 in the 14800 block

of Jackson Highway. This
fire occurred on ranch land
located south of Jackson
Highway and east of the
Cosumnes River.

The second fire was
spotted around 4 p.m. Aug.
4 at the end of the Rancho
Murieta Airport runway,
west of the river. This fire
moved into heavy brush
and trees in steep terrain
adjacent to the river, neces-
sitating extensive mop-up
operations, accord-
ing to Captain Parker
Wilbourn, the Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District
(Sac Metro) public infor-
mation officer.

Wilbourn said that Sac
Metro and CAL FIRE
(California Department
of Forestry and Fire
Protection) operated a joint
command for both inci-
dents, successfully halting
the fires' forward progress
at approximately six acres
each.

While Sac Metro fire-
fighters and equipment
were the first to respond,
both fire areas fall within
a state-responsibility area,
meaning that CAL FIRE is
responsible for investigat-
ing the fires’ causes.

The River Valley Times
also contacted CAL FIRE

but was unable to get
more details about the
fires, including the causes,
before press time.

The Cantova Fire scan-
ner traffic indicated that
mowing caused that fire.
A Sac Metro aerial photo
of the Cantova Fire shows
a large agricultural field,
apparently hay, that had
been partially mowed.

Wilbourne said that
Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT)
volunteers responded to
the Cantova Fire to pro-
vide rehabilitation support
due to the triple-degree
temperatures.

An aerial photo shows the location of the Cantova Fire that
broke out at about 7 p.m. Aug. 4. It ignited near the end of the
Rancho Murieta Airport runway and west of the Cosumnes
River. Photos courtesy of Sac Metro

assists at various incidents,
Wilbourn added. *

CERT, a volunteer
branch of Sac Metro,

Gold Rush Classic to Culminate with Community Concert

Moonshine Crazy, a Northern California country band, will play the Gold Rush Classic concert at the Lake
Clementia Amphitheater on Aug. 23, open to all residents. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) -
Although only a few Rancho
Murieta residents will play a round
of golf with celebrities such as
Sacramento Kings player Malik
Monk or retired football hall-of-
famer Tim Brown when the Gold
Rush Classic unfolds this month,
everyone is invited to the culminat-
ing event.

The pro-am tournament at the
Rancho Murieta Country Club will
wrap up with the “Where the Stars
and Guitars Shine” concert at the
Lake Clementia Amphitheater on
Friday, Aug. 23. The gates open at 7
p.m. and the music begins at 8 p.m.

Moonshine Crazy, a Northern
California band known for covering
and writing modern country-rock
music, is the featured act. The band
recently performed at the Folsom
Pro Rodeo and headlined at the Red
Hawk Casino on New Year’s Eve.
Moonshine Crazy has also opened
for many country recording artists.

Tickets cost $20 and can be pur-
chased at The Local Bean Café up
until the event.

Tickets will also be sold at the
gate before the concert, subject to
availability. For more details, visit-
goldrushclassic.org.

Funds generated from the Gold
Rush Classic will support Jordan’s
Guardian Angels, Make-A-Wish
Foundation, 1st Tee of Sacramento,
Gold Rush Charlies, the Rancho
Murieta Community Church
Youth Group, the Murieta Trail
Stewardship, the Rancho Murieta
Kiwanis Club, the Pleasant Grove
High School Golf teams and other
children’s charities in Sacramento
and beyond.

The original Gold Rush Golf
Tournament was held at the Rancho
Murieta Country Club from 1983 to
1987. During those years, the tour-
nament became a significant event
in the Senior PGA Tour calendar.
It also attracted legendary golfers,
including Arnold Palmer who won
the tournament in the event's inau-
gural year. *

Vlew Gryple

New Furniture

style; and Naturwood strives to offer as many choices as possible.

coordination, area rugs, accessories and more!

Come to Naturwood today and find your style for your home!

R J—

-
N = m e

Big Sky Buffet & Accent Mirror |

Wa/{iﬁwooaf

HOME FURN N G S
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm e Sun 1lam-6pm

Family owned and operated since 1948, Naturwood Home Furnishings is
an amazing furniture store providing the absolute best in value, quality,
selection, and service. Customers want their home to reflect their personal

The 87,000 square foot showroom has all the most exciting styles and the
best brands like Flexsteel, Stickley, Serta and many more. The courteous
and knowledgeable staff are ready to help you with all your home furnish-
ing needs. Interior designers are available to visit your home and guide
you through a single item design, whole room design, entire house de-
signs, office designs, space planning, furniture selections, fabrics, color

12125 Folsom Blvd.
Rancho Cordova

916-351-0227

www.naturwood.com

Urban Cottage Panel IBed

“Tell ‘em Brooklynn sent you!”

Largest Selection of

* PROUDLY %

MADEINnTHEUS A

with U.S. & Imported Materials

Products
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Bipartisan Effort by California Congress Members Drives
Modern Multi-Modal Transportation Project Forward

By Derek Minnema,
Connector JPA
Executive Director

While Congressional
bi-partisanship is an
endangered species these
days, three members of
Congress from California
are demonstrating how
diverse political perspec-
tives can unite to support a
road project that will liter-
ally save lives and greatly
alleviate traffic congestion
in the state’s capital city.

Democratic Representatives
Ami Bera and Doris Matsui,
along with Republican
Kevin Kiley, are col-
lectively pushing for
federal funding to sup-
port the Capital Southeast

Connector project. This
multi-modal transporta-
tion project represents a
new way of thinking about
transportation.

Recently, the United
States Department of
Transportation allocated
$25 million to the Capital
SouthEast Connector proj-
ect. This funding will play
a pivotal role in transform-
ing a segment of Grant Line
Road into a 4-lane express-
way in Rancho Cordova,
addressing longstanding
safety concerns and improv-
ing traffic conditions on this
route traveled heavily by
commuters and commercial
vehicles.

Bipartisan collaboration
enhances public trust and

confidence in the project,
highlighting it as a commu-
nity-centric initiative rather
than a politically motivated
endeavor. This approach
sets a positive precedent
for future infrastructure
projects, emphasizing the
importance of cooperative
governance in long-term
strategic planning. By work-
ing together, these three
representatives have created
a model for effective gov-
ernance that might inspire
similar collaborations on
other critical issues.

The next step to fully fund
the Connector improve-
ments in Rancho Cordova
will be to secure match-
ing funds from the State of
California. Federal support

creates the opportunity to
leverage the funding for
more dollars by the State,
potentially amounting to
over $50 million in federal
and state funds to greatly
improve traffic flows and
safety throughout the entire
Sacramento region.

“This project is really a
testament to what is possi-
ble when everyone in our
region is working together,”
Congressman Kevin Kiley
said recently. “When you
think of the political divi-
sions that exist in this
country, one of the ways
we can overcome them is
through local regional proj-
ects that affect people’s lives
in a tangible way.”

The Capital Southeast

Connector project aims to
improve access and con-
nectivity for all users and
modes of transportation. It
includes an all-weather bike
and pedestrian trail connect-
ing communities, a wildlife
crossing, roundabouts and
other improvements to dan-
gerous intersections, and
generally modernizes an old
and dilapidated road. The
project has already received
50-year environmental per-
mits approved by federal
resource agencies.

The goal is to create a
comprehensive transporta-
tion network in California’s
capital, including

non-motorized trans-
portation options that
encourage eco-friendly

commuting, reduce traf-
fic congestion, and
promote healthier life-
styles. More importantly,
the modernized roadway
will eliminate dangers
that have already led to
deaths.

The Capital Southeast
Connector project is
more than just a road-
way; it is a testament to
the power of collective
thinking to meet shared
community needs and
promote smart regional
development.

To learn more about the
work underway visit www.
ConnectorJPA.com or
visit our YouTube channel
at youtube.com/@south-
eastconnectorexpressway *

What Everybody Ought to Know...
About Transportation and Traffic in Sacramento County

residents.

ty.gov

Why Are We Publishing This Information

The Capital SouthEast Connector is the largest and most
significant road project in Sacramento and El Dorado
Counties, but its value to the region is often unknown to

The Capital SouthEast Connector Joint Powers Authority
(the agency responsible for designing and building the
expressway) hopes to change that through a series of
ads appearing over the next several weeks. The ads will
explore the Connector’s history and future, its financing, its
challenges, and its successes.

Please send your comments about these ads, or any
questions you might have, to ConnectorSupport@SacCoun-

For more information or to sign up for our newsletter,
visit our website at ConnectorJPA.com or go to our You-
Tube channel @southeastconnectorexpressway

What is the Capital
SouthEast Connector
Expressway?

The planned Connector is

a four-lane expressway
that will link Interstate 5
and Highway 99 near Elk
Grove to Highway 50 in El
Dorado County, by-passing
downtown Sacramento and
alleviating traffic conges-
tion on existing highways,
especially Highway 50.

The expressway will great-
ly lessen traffic congestion
during commute hours and
re-route many commercial
trucks away from the metro-
politan area.

The Connector will also
link communities along the
route with a parallel 30-mile
regional bike and pedestrian
trail that connects residents
to recreational, entertain-
ment and retail facilities, and
to each other.

The route follows Grant
Line Road and White Rock
Road south of Highway 50
from El Dorado County to
Kammerer Road west of
Highway 99 in Elk Grove. The
new roadway will elimi-
nate dangerous curves and
properly drain areas prone to
frequent flooding.

Existing roads along the
Connector’s path are poorly
designed with sharp curves
and narrow or no shoulders.
During flood or fire emergen-
cies the roads are frequently
closed or greatly congested,

hindering access for first
responders and evacuation
efforts.

What has been done to
date, and what remains?

At this point, about 11

miles of the Connector
have been completed,
including two highway
interchanges and a railroad
grade separation, at a cost
of approximately $200
million. Highway projects in
(alifornia require extensive
environmental approvals,
permits, and mitigation, and
often face legal challenges,
adding to the difficulties of
completing construction.

Itis estimated that the

entire expressway will be
completed by 2035 with a
total cost of $500 million.

When was the Capital
SouthEast Connector first
envisioned?

Back in 1975, the state

studied traffic in the Sac-
ramento region and recom-
mended a beltway around
the city of Sacramento due to
the area’s rapid growth and
inadequate transportation
corridors. The southern sec-
tion of that beltway is what
is now becoming the Capital
SouthEast Connector.

At that time, Sacramento

County had about 697,000

Connector’s White Rock Road Improvement
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Future
Capital
SouthEast
Connector

Map showing the location of the future Capital SouthEast Connector

residents and only four
cities. Since then, three more
cities have formed while the
county’s population more
than doubled along with
associated traffic headaches.

When did taxpayers first
get asked to fund the
project?

In 2004, residents voted
overwhelmingly to tax
themselves to build the
SouthEast Connector Express-
way and other transportation
projects. Since then, only
approximately $60 million
of $1.62 billion generated
by those taxes have been
allocated to the Connector
project.

Meanwhile, residential and
commercial development
along the route continued
to expand much faster than
road construction needed to
service the area. Thousands
of new homes have been
built along the route, and at
least 32,600 more have been
approved for construction in
the near future.

When was the Capital

Southeast Connector
Joint Powers Authority
formed and what does it do?

The Capital Southeast

Connector Joint Powers
Authority was formally
established in 2006 to design
and construct the express-
way after voters approved its
construction in 2004.

Elected officials from
Sacramento and El Dorado
Counties and the cities of
Elk Grove, Rancho Cordova,
and Folsom (the jurisdictions
directly affected by the Con-
nector project) comprise the
JPA’s board of directors.

The JPA’s Fiscal Year 2025
budget is approximately $7
million, which largely funds
engineering design services
and right-of-way acquisi-
tions. Construction funding
comes from state and federal
transportation resources.

How has the affect-

ed community been
involved in the project’s
planning?

From its inception,
project planning has
emphasized publicinput and
participation to ensure that

the completed expressway

reflects the needs and desires

of the communities it serves.
Over the years, count-

less community outreach

meetings, agricultural focus

groups, and presentations

to civic groups and the Sac-

ramento County Community
Planning Advisory Councils
have occurred. The JPA
board of directors meets
quarterly, and the meetings
are open to the public.

The endeavor has received
widespread support from
government officials and
residents seeking to alleviate
traffic problems and improve
safety along the route.
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