
By Angela Underwood

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Coming 
home is comfort for a cit-
izen; coming home for a 
police officer is success.

The notable quote on the 
law enforcement career 
stresses the courage of a 
blue-blooded police offi-
cer, which Dixon Police 
Chief Robert Thompson 
seeks out here through the 
Cadet Program. 

“It is a valuable initiative 
designed specifically for 
local Dixon youth who are 
interested in law enforce-
ment,” Thompson said. “It 
provides them with first-
hand experience, training, 
and mentorship from sea-
soned officers.”

Dixon public infor-
mation officer Madeline 
Graf said the Dixon 
Police Department's Cadet 
Program is a great volun-
teer opportunity for young 
adults looking to kickstart 
a rewarding career and 
make a difference in their 

community.
“Pol ice  cadets  get 

hands-on experience in 
different areas of law 

enforcement while pick-
ing up essential skills like 
teamwork, leadership, and 
service,” Graf said. 

Dixon residents between 
the ages of 15 and 20 
should be in good physi-
cal and mental condition, 
have a clear police record, 
and maintain at least a 2.0 
grade point average in high 
school or college to join. 
Once approved, a cadet 
volunteers at least eight 
hours a month in and out of 
the patrol car. 

“This program plays a 
crucial role in building 
future community lead-
ers by fostering discipline, 
responsibility and a strong 
sense of public service,” 
Thompson said.  

Graf detailed the in-field 
training cadets receive. 

“By joining the cadet 
program, part icipants 
immerse themselves in a 
learning environment that 
nurtures both personal 
and professional growth,” 
Graf said. “The program 
offers a blend of class-
room training, ride-alongs 
with seasoned officers, 
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Engaging Locals in Emergency Response 

Al Terrell, Director of Safety, Emergency Response and Physical Security, positions a large poster board of the Utilities Status 
that would be used in any emergency event in relation to the underground utilities known as "cousins." Chief Gerald Simons, 
Manager of Special Projects for the California Water Service Group looks on. The co-presenters conducted Emergency Service 
Training last week at the Dixon Fire Department.

Story and photo 
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - This past week, 
and at the invitation of California 
Water service Group, about 25 peo-
ple from Dixon and Travis Air 
Force Base gathered for Emergency 
Operations Center training at the 
Dixon Fire Department. The goal for 
the company is to “create a pool of 
highly trained, qualified, and capa-
ble employees who are equipped, 
ready, and able to respond to oper-
ational emergencies throughout the 
company. They are investing for life, 
they say.”

The Need Shockingly Apparent
After the Sept. 11 attacks, it 

became tragically clear that the 
United States wasn’t ready for such 
a national emergency. In response, 
President George W. Bush issued 

Homeland Security Presidential 
Directive-5. The HSPD–5 directed 
the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to develop and administer a National 
Incident Management System 

Instructors reported other cases 
showing the great need to teach pre-
paredness across the nation. They 
cited the school shooting in Uvalde, 
Texas where 386 law enforcement 
responded but it took 77 minutes to 
go in and “kill the bad guy.” Nineteen 
children and two teachers died.

Another example was Maui. The 
person in charge had never learned 
emergency operations.

“There were systematic failures on 
all levels and a command post was 
never set up,” said one of the instruc-
tors about Uvalde and who happened 
to be in Maui for a vacation when the 
fires ravaged the island.

The Oroville Spillway, The 

Mendocino Complex Fire, floods and 
Hurricane Katrina were also cited.

A Central Operations Center can 
be set up and used anywhere in our 
state or country and is essential to 
saving lives.

Instructors
Using an array of PowerPoint 

presentations, real-life stories and 
examples of equipment, the two edu-
cators for the training came from a 
wealth of background in emergency 
training. 

Al Terrell, Director of Safety, 
Emergency Response, and Physical 
Security and retired Fire Chief from 
for the City of West Sacramento has 
nearly 32 years of combined service 
as a professional firefighter and over 
36 years as a safety professional.

Chief Gerald Simon also served 
in fire service for 33 years with 16 

Continued on page 10

Calling All Cadets

Dixon Police Department Cadet Program requirements include 
maintaining a 2.0 high school or college grade point average. 
Photo courtesy of the City of Dixon

Continued on page 6

Dixon’s 
Strategic 

Development
By Angela Underwood

DIXON, CA (MPG) - A diverse 
set of services is pivotal in 
economic development.

That is the answer 
from Dixon’s Economic 
Development Manager 
when asked why the city 
strategically develops dif-
ferent regional businesses. 

“ I n  a  t o w n  l i k e 
Dixon, the inclusion of 
various services such 
as car washes, gas sta-
tions, hotels, and fast-food 
restaurants can signifi-
cantly bolster the local 
economy and provide 
resources to residents 
and visitors,” Madeline 
Graf said. 

T h e  E c o n o m i c 
Development Plan, pub-
lished in October 2023, 
lists dozens of projects 
townwide. 

North/Northeast Dixon 
has dozens of projects with 
current planning appli-
cations under review, 
approved pending a build-
ing permit, and under 
construction projects, 
including Rotten Robbie՚s 
gas station, which is open-
ing soon.

“We continue to see new 
businesses open in Dixon,” 
Graf said. 

“In recent months, we 
have seen new businesses 
open, like Quick Quack 
Carwash and Sourdough 
& Co. Just last week, we 
saw Chipotle opening on 
Highway 113.”

South/Southeast Dixon, a 
current application on hold, 
includes the Lombardo/
Brookfield residential sub-
division/annexation. The 
Whiskey Barrell lounge on 
North 1st Street has been 
approved pending a permit.  

“Planning helps to 
b a l a n c e  r e s i d e n t i a l , 
commercial, and recre-
ational spaces in new and 
existing neighborhoods, fos-
tering a vibrant community,” 
Graf said. 

“By integrating vari-
ous housing options, such 
as single-family homes, 
apartments, and afford-
able housing units, we can 
provide housing to meet 
all needs.”

Among those housing 
options, the southeast sec-
tion of Dixon includes 
Parkway Blvd., over-
crossing to Pitt School 
Rd., which the city seeks 
funding to build. Close 
by, central Dixon, around 
Pitt School Road, has no 
approved projects now 
except for the pending 
Buckhorn BBQ + Grill 
permit.

Southwest Dixon sees 
affordable housing options. 

“The state of California 
requires that each city 
has a Housing Element,” 
Graf said. 

“A Housing Element 
provides an analysis of 
a community's housing 
needs for all income levels 
and strategies to provide 
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SHORT 
Life’s too

The Best and the Worst 
By Debra Dingman

The book on retirement my hubby got a 
few years ago when he retired from a big 
company has been put to use…by me. I 
asked him if he ever read it and he said, “A 
few pages.” I’ve religiously read through 
the brief daily journal the man wrote and 
have enjoyed the writer calling to my 
attention some of the things I was going to 
experience or that I was experiencing but I 
haven’t read so much about the changes in 
a marriage that might occur.

Maybe because every one of us is 
so uniquely different, there couldn’t be 
anything detailed…but there are many 
generalities we can safely presume. 
Without a doubt, there will be change.

It was like a honeymoon at first. We 
enjoyed eating meals together and sit-
ting at the table overlooking the plants 
and birds. We drove everywhere together, 
grocery shopping, medical appointments, 
and to visit grandchildren, always talking 
about all kinds of subjects from politics to 
potatoes.

In our case, there had been so many 
times we laughed off an argument (mainly 
because I knew there was no point) and 
we could laugh at ourselves. Like when I 
tell him, “Of course, you’re right because 
you’re always right.” Or “You see it this 
way because you’re left-handed.”

But since I got my hearing aids, a 
lot more things have become testy. Is it 
because I’m hearing him clearly and his 
answers make no sense because he is the 
one who isn’t hearing me? I’ve noticed 
that he answers questions I didn’t ask, 
for example. I figured he must be more 
comfortable with confrontations, and/or 
he is tired of hearing me complain about 
how sick I feel but nonetheless, we are 

experiencing some of our worst times.
Couples who suddenly spend all day 

together must eventually develop some 
issues no matter how prepared or desir-
ous they are for retirement. Adding to that 
stress, one of the parties not feeling well 
can turn things dire. I don’t remember feel-
ing continually exhausted or unfit at work. 
I started thinking maybe I should go back 
to work…

I read a piece in the New York Times 
Magazine (3-27-2024) by Susan Dominus 
that typically people consider the early 
years with sleepless nights that are the 
most stressful on couples, or “rebellious 
teens” and that retirement is anticipated 
as a time of relaxation “but this transi-
tion away from work can also be stressful, 
coinciding with reinventions and re-evalu-
ations that can cause couples to suddenly 
experience new tensions.”

The computers at the Dixon Public 
Library should be back on very soon 
and you can read this online there. This 
reporter was working on a survey for 
an article and her follow-up was a very 
good read to understand the changes we 
are going through. It was published May 
5 and updated May 6 with the headline 
“These couples survived a lot. Then came 
retirement.”

When I remember the many times we 
cuddle while watching our favorite shows 
and the bliss I experience when going to 
sleep on his strong arm each night, my 
heart warms. There is such great team-
work on our home projects with the yin 
and yang of our skills and the happiness 
we share when talking with our son and 
while spending time with our grandchil-
dren. Those thoughts always remove the 
black cloud above my head. Those are the 
best of times.� H

Dixon News Briefs

By MPG Staff 

T-Shirt Fundraiser 
Continues

The DDBA (Downtown Dixon 
Business Association) is hosting a " 
T-Shirt Fundraiser" in remembrance of 
Officer Matthew Bowen who recently 
passed away. T-shirts are available at 
Dawson's Restaurant, Avila's Flooring, 
Tres Bandida's & Sofia Grace Boutique 
in Downtown Dixon. The proceeds from 
each T-shirt sold will go directly to his 
wife and two small children. Please join 
our community in supporting this effort.... 
buy a T-Shirt! 

Veterans Dinner
It is a full Chicken Dinner on the menu 

for Friday, Aug. 23, around 5:30 p.m. The 
cost is $12 per person. All you can eat! 
The hall is located at 1305 North First 
Street and helps support veterans.

Friday Night Football
It’s the Dixon High School Rams host-

ing the Winters Joint High School Warrior 
on Friday, Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. at Dixon High 
School. (The Rams will play in Woodland 
at Pioneer High School on Friday, Aug. 23 
at 7 p.m.).

Open Auditions for 
“Arsenic & Old Lace”

Will be held Monday, Aug. 26 from 2 to 
4:30 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 27 from 10 to 11 
a.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. at the Dixon Senior 
Multi-use Center. Zoom auditions will be 
conducted on Wednesday, Aug. 28 from 

7 to 8 p.m. Performance dates are sched-
uled for Oct. 12, 13, 19 and 20. For more 
information contact www.dixoncommuni-
tytheater.com 

Diamonds in the Rough
Pair your finest cowboy boots with your 

formal attire and join The Empowerment 
Project on Saturday, Oct. 12, at Tenbrink 
Orchards in Winters beginning at 5:30 
p.m. for an evening of dinner, raffles, 
a silent auction, dancing and keynote 
speaker, Adam Dodge. Dodge is the 
founder of EndTAB (end technology 
enabled abuse).  For tickets and more, visit 
www.empowerment-project.org 

Greg “Coach” Coppes Day
Veteran Riders MC presents Annual Greg 

Coppes Day on Aug. 24. Please help pay 
tribute to this beloved Dixon High Football 
Coach who was tragically killed in a motor-
cycle accident in 2020. Door Donation: 
$10. Music, food available for purchase, 
and Raffle. 1305 N. First Street, 5 p.m.

Ribbon Cutting
Premium Turf Outlet will host their rib-

bon cutting ceremony on Thursday, Aug. 
29 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Free admission, light refreshments will 
be served. Come check out Dixon’s Premier 
Turf Outlet which offers an extensive selec-
tion of high-quality, eco-friendly artificial 
grass solutions. 646 North First Street. 

Community Bake Sale
Kaylee 

Raye’s 
B a k e r y  & 
Specialty 
Coffee Shop 
will host a 
community 
bake sale on 
Saturday, 
Aug. 24 from 
10:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at 
151 West A 
Street. Join 
all the local confectioners in attendance 
for a good old fashioned sugar fest. � 

Our community offers spacious studios, one bedroom 
and two-bedroom floor plans with luxury finishes such as 
granite counter tops, walk in closets, gorgeous views of 
our courtyards and the surrounding neighborhood.

Incredible/unique amenities: 
• on-site ice cream parlor  
• pizza oven dining experience 
• a putting green
• theater room

We are honored to be able to provide the residents of Dixon 
and surrounding areas more senior living options.

Now Open!

Offering 3 levels of care:
• Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

350 Gateway Drive • Dixon, CA 95620
Call or email now for info 

www.farmsteadatdixon.com
707-676-5060

info@farmsteadatdixon.com
License #486804191

2400 N First Street | Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 676-5556 | 8am - 9pm Every Day!

@DixonGroceryOutlet

Locally owned and 
operated by

Joe Bruch
supported by Christa Bruch 

Valid in-store at Dixon Grocery Outlet only. 
One coupon per person. Not valid with any other 
offer. Valid August 22-27, 2024.

$5 OFF
$35 minimum purchase

(excludes alcohol, dairy, gift cards, 
tax & state bottle deposits)

Valid august 22-27, 2024

Every scan is an entry to  
Win What You Saved**

Easily see what’s in stock

Gain access to insider events

When you download our app 
and register 

Download Now >

* New app users when registering for the first time receive a 
coupon for $5 off $25 minimum purchase, exclusions apply. 
Excludes alcohol, milk, dairy, gift cards, tax & state bottle deposits. 
 ** See https://www.groceryoutlet.com/wwys for details

This Grave Digger Monster Truck was a hit at Dixon's Ace Hardware last week where families 
lined up for a photo op. Here is Mike Jacobs with his sons, Cameron and William standing with 
the truck's Crew Chief who was on his way later to the Monster Jam in Sacramento. Photo by 
Nicolas Brown

Kaylee would like to invite 
residents to her Community 
Bake Sale. Photo courtesy of 
Kaylee Raye

Find out what’s 
happening in  
your local area

Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
 

I N D E P E N D E N T VO I C E . C O M

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS
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By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon 
Unified School District has 
two Trustee positions open 
replacing School Board 
Trustees Regina Espinoza 
and David Bowen, and 
there are now five local peo-
ple vying for those. 

The candidates who have 
completed paperwork are 
Regina Espinoza, who has 
served since the resigna-
tion of two-term Melissa 
Maseda in the summer of 
2023, Robert E. Sanchez 
Jr., who was a high school 
teacher and coach and 
a father of children in 
Dixon schools, Michael 
Ceremello, a longtime 
community activist who is 
listed as an Investigative 
Journalist, Robin Beck-
Ruften, listed as a parent, 
as well as Jimmy Thiessen, 
listed as a parent.

The two winners in 
November will join Trustee 
President Julian Cuevas, 
John Gabby and Jewel 
Fink, whose terms expire in 
2026.

According to the District 
website, Cuevas sits as the 
president for the Dixon 
Library,  received his 
Bachelor's degree from the 
University of California 

San Diego in Political 
Science/American Politics 
and has a Master's degree 
from American University 
in Public Administration 
and Policy.

Gabby, a 1995 Dixon 
High School graduate, 
who was first elected to 
the school board in 2007, 
re-elected in 2011, ran 
uncontested in 2013 and 
won re-election in 2018. 
His tenure included multi-
ple stints as board president. 

Fink was elected in 
November 2018 after mov-
ing here to be closer to 
family. She worked for 
the Vallejo City Unified 
School District as a middle 

and high school teacher; 
a teacher/counselor in an 
alternative ed setting; and 
a district administrator. She 
was re-elected in 2022.

The window of Vote by 
Mail Ballot Mailing is Oct. 
7 through 29. If available, 
starting on that particular 
date, the Registrar of Voters 
will begin mailing Vote by 
Mail ballots to voters. 

Oct. 7 through 29 is the 
window for the first day for 
Vote by Mail ballots to be 
available for in-person early 
voting. 

Oct. 21 is the close of 
voter registration and Nov. 
5 is Election Day (7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.)� 

Dixon History Mural to Debut 
with Fanfare 

This is artist Colleen Gnos' initial rendering of what the finished Dixon mural will look like, 
although there have been some minor changes. Courtesy photo

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The public is invited to 
share in the ribbon-cutting ceremony when 
the Dixon Historical Society unveils the 
completed artwork, “The History of Dixon.” 
the large mural spans a wall at the entrance 
of the Dixon Historical Society at 125 West 
A St. in downtown Dixon and was designed 
and painted by one of Dixon’s own: 
Colleen Gnos.

Gnos is a fine artist and muralist who is 
famous for her Mermaids, Ocean, & Musical 
works of art, has a studio in San Luis Obispo 
and is the daughter of long-time Dixon farm-
ers Herman and Lucy Gnos.

The mural is a culmination of count-
less hours between Gnos and the Dixon 
Historical Society members to accurately 
draft the story of Dixon’s history and the 
various cultural groups who have contrib-
uted to the land over the decades.

“Our mural tells the story of Dixon's 
history, the establishment of the railroad, 
the Dickson Pioneer Family and the vari-
ous cultural groups who have contributed 
to Dixon,” said Dixon Historical Society 
President Kim Schroeder-Evans. “We espe-
cially invite the families of John Fong 
representing the Chinese Americans who 
established businesses in Dixon and who 

also helped build the railroad, along with 
families whose ancestors served in the 
Bracero Program, and who are also featured. 
In addition, we invite our native Wintun/
Patwin community, along with descendants 
of our Californio (Spanish and Mexican 
Land-Grant) families.”

The celebration will be at 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 5 at the museum and the art-
ist will be there answering questions. 

Gnos grew up in Dixon and has accepted 
mural commissions for businesses and pri-
vate homes around the nation for 20 years. 
She is most famed locally for her 20 x 
20-foot free-standing cut-out mural of a 
farmer and his dog in an almond orchard 
near the Dixon Avenue West/A Street exit off 
Interstate 80. She is also locally famed for 
the 3,000-square-foot mural of three-dimen-
sional marble columns and filigreed alters 
inside St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Dixon 
and a 60-foot Memorial Mural at Dixon 
High School done in 2020 honoring three 
students and one teacher who passed the pre-
vious year.

In addition to the mural display 
fanfare, the new museum curator will 
be announced. For more information, 
see the Dixon Historical Society web-
site at dixonhistoricalsociety.org or call 
707-693-3044.� 

Five to Vie for School Board

The Dixon Unified School District, whose Board of Trustees 
now has five candidates vying for two seats, was represented 
at the recent Back-to-School Fair. Photo by Nicholas Brown

Only One Treasurer Candidate 
Applied Elective Office

By Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - It has happened before 
but it is rare in Dixon. If an incumbent 
city officer does not file nomination papers 
by one week before the date of the nom-
ination closing, residents will have an 
additional week to nominate other candi-
dates for that incumbent’s elective office.

For the Dixon city treasurer’s post, Jim 
Ward had pulled papers to run for mayor 
and therefore left that position open. Upon 
checking with City Hall on Aug. 9, the 
position of city treasurer still did not have 
applicants but by the end of that day, it 
did: resident Simon LeBleu.

By Aug. 9, he had garnered the required 
signatures and returned them to City Hall. 

LeBleu, 34, was born and raised in 
Dixon and grew up in Dixon schools. He 
said that he was in the last class to grad-
uate from the old Dixon High School 
location.

“My dad’s whole family came from 
Canada and are hockey fans. Dad was 
born and raised in the U.S. and my parents 
moved to Dixon when there was not even 
a stoplight. They said they liked being on 
Dixon time (more relaxed,)” he said. 

For most of his youth and into adult-
hood, LeBleu played hockey, including 
professionally. 

“We started a hockey school and I’m 
now a proud small business owner of the 
Reno Ice Raiders.”

LeBleu worked in law enforcement 
while attending Sac State and became a 
forensic coroner technician and then  went 
to law school where he focused on busi-
ness and tax. He later received his Master 
of Law in taxation with a sole focus 

on wealth transfer. He now works for 
Reynolds Law in Vacaville.

“Dixon has given me and my fam-
ily so much. It’s an opportunity for me to 
give back. It’s my turn,” he said. “Having 
business and tax experience and legal 
experience, I think I bring a strong bag of 
skills. I think it’s going to be great and I’ll 
be excited to work alongside (people) to 
help Dixon grow in its next era.”

LeBleu married his high school sweet-
heart, Jessica McClendon, and they have 
two sons.

There was no competition by the Aug. 
16 deadline for any new city treasurer 
applicants. Now, all positions are closed 
as Mayor Steve Bird, District 4 Council 
Rep Don Hendershot and District 3 
Council Rep Kevin Johnson are going for 
re-election.� 

Simon LeBleu was the only applicant for city 
treasurer. Courtesy photo

Theft at Hall Park
Dixon Police 
Department 
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - On 
Monday, Aug. 12, the 
Dixon Police Department 
received a report of theft 
from the Dixon Girls 
Softball team. An all-ter-
rain vehicle was stolen 
from the Dixon Girls 
Sof tba l l  Conex  box 
located at Hall Park. The 
theft occurred between 4 
p.m. Aug. 11 and 6 p.m. 
Aug. 12. 

Due to an increase in 
theft at Hall Park, the 
Police Department has had 

ongoing extra park patrol 
for the past month. They 
will continue to patrol the 
area. 

The Dixon Pol ice 
D e p a r t m e n t  u r g e s 

anyone with information 
regarding this matter to 
contact the Dixon Police 
Department at 707-678-
7070 or investigations@
dixonpoliceca.gov.� 

The stolen all-terrain vehicle from the Dixon Girls Softball 
Conex box. Photo courtesy of the Dixon Police Department
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Just Some Stupid Love Story
by Katelyn Doyle; Flatiron Books 

Molly Marks doesn't  believe in 
romance, even though she writes rom-
coms for a living.

Seth Rubinstein is a hopeless romantic. 
Even as a successful divorce attorney, he 
believes his one true love is out there. The 
only problem is that he cannot get his first 
love, Molly, out of his mind. 

Then, one day, fate steps in, and Molly 
and Seth see each other at their 15th high 
school reunion, where an accidental eve-
ning turns into a bet. Will their chance 
meeting end up in heartbreak or love? 

Funny, sexy, and full of laughter, this rom-
com will surely capture you within its story 
and make anyone believe in love again.

The Stranger At the Wedding
A.E. Gauntlett; Holt Publishing 

Once Annie met Mark, everything she 
believed about love disappeared, and she 
quickly fell into a whirlwind romance. 
Now, on her wedding day, everything 
seems perfect until she walks down the 
aisle and spots a stranger in the crowd. 
Who is this mysterious guest, and what 
secrets will be unearthed? Now, ques-
tions flood her mind: What happened to 
Mark's first wife? Is this love at first sight, 
or is something else at play? 

This story is a rollercoaster of suspense, 
full of twists and turns that will leave 
readers guessing at every page and eager 
to uncover the secrets. 

Echo Road
by Kendra Elliot, Melinda Leigh; Montlake

The community is on edge when two bod-
ies are mysteriously found on the side of the 

road. Then, a senator's daughter vanishes, 
and a link to the case brings clues three 
thousand miles away and back to the two 
bodies found on the side of the road. With 
everyone demanding answers, it is up to the 
local sheriff, Bree Taggert, and FBI agent 
Mercy Kilpatrick to join forces and stop 
a killer. Proving to themselves and those 
involved in the case how powerful the two of 
them can be when they work together, 

This story is a cat-and-mouse game of 
a killer vs. two women who will stop at 
nothing to catch him. Echo Road is per-
fect for fans of murder mysteries and will 
keep readers glued to the page and unable 
to put it down. 

The House of Last Resort
Christopher Golden; St Martin’s Press 

Tommy and Kate Puglisi feel like they 
are jumping on the chance of a lifetime; 
the opportunity to buy an Italian villa for 
a single Euro, and all they have to do is 
live there for five years. Still, the moment 
they move in, things feel slightly off; and 
Tommy's grandmother is furious when 
she sees the house they bought. Then there 
are the strange noises and the doors that 
open and close themselves. As they quickly 
become the couple everyone talks about, 
both Tommy and Kate feel they need to find 
out why; then, they uncover the horrible their 
house was owned by the Church for gen-
erations, and there are more secrets hidden 
beneath the home's roots than they could ever 
imagine. 

This horror mystery will have readers on 
the edge of their seats, curious and scared, 
about the shocking truth that lies within the 
bones of this house. 

Escape Into a Great Read
With school back in session, this is the perfect time to settle down with a great book. 

Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
Recently, I began running 

my farm operation debt-
free. I have 350 acres, and 
all the varying expenses 
often makes it difficult to 
budget correctly. I also have 
about $240,000 in debt from 
bad financial decisions in 
the past. Do you have any 
suggestions for budgeting 
in a volatile industry like 
mine?

– Thomas
Dear Thomas,
First, you want to set up 

a separate budget and run 
a profit and loss statement. 
You’ll want to estimate the 
income for the year as best 
you can, and you’ll need to 
estimate your expenses item 
by item and category by cat-
egory for the year. After that, 
you’ll want to break it down 
by month. This is called lay-
ing out a business pro for-

ma—a business budget. 
Next, you’ve got two 

goals to work toward with 
your profits. By profits, 
I mean after you’ve paid 
household expenses. That 
includes a living wage, 
enough to operate, keep 
food on the table, the lights 
on and that sort of thing. 
After basic living expenses 
are out of the way, your net 
profit in the business should 
be divided between retained 
earnings—or savings—and 
debt reduction. The idea is 
that you’re going to put the 
lion’s share toward paying 
off debt for now. Still, you 
need to have something set 
aside for a rainy day. In your 
case, that could be taken lit-
erally.

Keep in mind that in 
business, retained earn-
ings are used for more than 
just emergencies. They’re 
also for buying more land, 
equipment and anything else 
that’ll grow your operation. 
But you always want a pad 
in there. What if you have 
an unusual year, and your 

budget estimates are way 
off? It could be unexpected 
expenditures, or the fact you 
simply had a bad year. In 
business, that’s an emergen-
cy, and you’d take that out 
of retained earnings. 

Doing a budget, whether 
it’s in business or personal 
finance, gets easier and more 
accurate with time and prac-
tice. You won’t get every-
thing right the first couple 
of tries, but with a little time 
and experience your budget-
ing skills and estimates will 
become more accurate. 

I hope this helps, Thom-
as. Thanks for all your hard 
work!

– Dave

Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national best-selling 
author, personal finance ex-
pert and host of The Ramsey 
Show, heard by more than 
20 million listeners each 
week. He has appeared on 
Good Morning America, 
CBS Mornings, Today Show, 
Fox News, CNN, Fox Busi-
ness, and many more. H

It Gets Easier, and More 
Accurate, Over Time

Dave Ramsey

J I L L  K A T H L E E N  T U R N E R  •  5 /4 / 19 6 8  -  8 /4 / 2 0 24
Jill Kathleen Turner went 

home to the loving embrace 
of our Heavenly Father 
on August 4, 2024, at her 
home in Dixon, CA.

Jill was the youngest of 
two daughters born to Fred 
and Irene Turner in 1968. 
She grew up in Ventura, 
California, where she was 
the classic beautiful beach 
blonde who spent her sum-
mers on the beach or water 
skiing. Jill attended Buena 
High School ,  graduat-
ing in 1987 then attended 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 
majoring in Agricultural 
Science graduating in 1993.

Jill married Tom Bors 
in 1994, and they had two 

children together, whom 
Jill adored. One of her 
greatest pleasures was rid-
ing and showing horses in 
trail trials and reining. Jill’s 
career in livestock feed 
sales spanned over three 
decades, and she cher-
ished the work she did at 
Farmers Best Feed. Jill was 

a member of the Dixon May 
Fair Board and a 4-H youth 
leader for twenty years.

In the last nineteen 
months, Jill underwent a 
brave battle with brain can-
cer. Her positive attitude 
of “We got this!” supported 
and sustained her and 
those around her.

Jill is survived by her chil-
dren, Dale and Grace Bors; 
her mother, Irene Turner; 
her sister, Brenda Lacey 
(Mark); nieces, Molly and 
Katie Lacey; former sis-
ter-in-law and friend, Mary 
Grimmer (Chuck); nephews, 
Gabe, Garrett, and Grant. 
Jill is preceded in death by 
her father, Fred Turner

M E M O R I A L

C H A D  R AY M O N D  R E I S  •  10 / 31/ 19 7 9  -  8 /6 / 2 0 24

Chad Raymond Reis, 44, 
entered the eternal fishing 
grounds on Tuesday, August 
6, 2024. He was a deeply 
loving and dedicated hus-
band, father, son, brother, 
and friend. Chad was born on 
October 31, 1979 in Dixon, 
California where he grew 
up living and working on the 
Reis Family Ranch. There, 
he grew into a hard-work-
ing, fiercely-loving man who 
was always there both for 
the people he loved and 
strangers alike. As a young 
man, he worked in construc-
tion and then worked for 
UC Davis for 20 years. He 
was happiest out on the salt 

water fishing with his friends 
and family or in his summer 
garden or working with his 
hands. As a younger man, 
he was an avid hunter and 

loved the outdoors. Chad is 
survived by his three chil-
dren, Ella, Jordan, and Jacob 
Reis, wife Audrey Conway 
(Reis) stepsons Carson and 
Braedon Conway, mother 
Sandy Leewright, stepfather 
Stan Leewright, father Mike 
Reis, stepmother Maureen 
Reis, brother Bryan Reis, 
and sister-in-law Jena Reis. 
He was beloved by count-
less family and friends, and 
we wish him an eternity of 
bent rods, calm seas, and 
full limits. Tails up, Chad. We 
love you always and forever. 
Details for a celebration of 
life will be shared at a later 
time with friends and family.

M E M O R I A L

 

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police 
Department are considered innocent unless proven 

guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed 
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG
Wednesday, Aug. 7 
08:45 - Chevy Rushing (41) of Davis was arrested for felony domestic violence in the 8000 Block of Pedrick Road.
13:00 - Confidential report.
14:00 - Lost Property report taken in the Police Department lobby.
15:00 - Jenny Bradsteen (41) of Fremont was contacted in the area of Parkway Boulevard and Valley Glen 
Drive and arrested for being a public nuisance.
Thursday, Aug. 8
21:06 - Non-injury traffic collision in the intersection of Stratford Avenue and North Lincoln Street.
21:56 - Two auto burglary reports in the 200 block of Dorset Drive.
04:52 - Petty theft report in the 1900 block of North 1st Street.
Friday, Aug. 9
11:53 - A domestic violence, possession of drug paraphernalia, and probation violation arrest report was 
taken in the 200 block of East D Street. Officers contacted (S) Daniel Zarragoza (64) of Dixon. Zarragoza was 
taken into custody and booked into the Solano County Jail.
13:35 - Unknown suspects used counterfeit bills to purchase food in the 1100 block of Pitt School Road.
15:53 - An auto-burglary report was taken in the 1500 block of Valley Glen Drive.
Saturday, Aug. 10
13:43 - A shoplifting report was taken in the 1200 block of Stratford Avenue.
18:13 - Eric Enrique Aguirre-Rodriguez (29) of Oakland was contacted in the 700 block of North Adams Street 
during a traffic stop and found to have two out-of-county bench warrants for his arrest. Aguirre-Rodriguez 
was arrested and booked at the Solano County Jail without incident.
01:22 - Christopher Velazquez Arroyo (21) of Dixon was arrested in the 1200 block of Watson Ranch Way for 
hit and run and driving under the influence. Velazquez Arroyo was cited at Dixon Police Department. 
01:44 - Vandalism report in the 200 block of East Dorset Drive.
Sunday, Aug. 11
No cases to report. 
Monday, Aug. 12
09:30 - Battery investigation in the 1500 block of Valley Glen Drive.
11:40 - Theft investigation in the 700 block of Meadowlark Lane.
14:00 - Burglary of a vehicle in the 100 block of Dorset Drive.
14:30 - Theft to a business in the 1000 block of North First Street.
15:40 - Domestic Violence investigation.
20:10 - Stolen ATV reported in the area of Hall Park. Dixon Girls Softball had their Conex box broken into and 
a Polaris side by side was stolen.
05:00 - Report of theft in the 1200 block of Stratford Avenue. Two HMA’s left without paying for their breakfast.

UC Davis Health News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - One in 300 youth has an 
undiagnosed heart condition that puts them 
at risk for sudden cardiac arrest. A free youth 
heart screening in Davis this fall will help 
identify young people who may be in that 
group. The event is sponsored by the Kyle J. 
Taylor Foundation (KJTF), in collaboration 
with UC Davis Health and Project ADAM 
Sacramento.

The free event will be held on Sunday, Oct. 
6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Harper Junior 
High School in Davis. The event is for those 
ages 12 to 25.

The screening takes about 40 minutes to 
complete. It includes a cardiac risk assessment, 
an electrocardiogram (EKG) and a physician 
review. Echocardiograms will also be available 
upon request by the physician.

The EKG is a simple and painless test that 
records the heart’s electrical activity using 
small sticky electrode patches attached to the 
skin of the chest. Structural and electrical heart 
issues which can cause sudden cardiac arrest 
in young people can often be seen in an EKG 
or echocardiogram.

The event aims to prevent sudden car-
diac arrest risk in children and young adults. 
Annual physical examinations and sports 
pre-participation physical exams can miss 
about 85 to 90% of issues that can cause sud-
den cardiac arrest in youth.

More than 1,500 young people have 

been screened at four Sacramento area free 
youth heart events hosted by Kyle J. Taylor 
Foundation with UC Davis Health and Project 
ADAM Sacramento. Twenty-seven people 
have been identified with undiagnosed heart 
conditions.

Register to get your heart screened at https://
kylejtaylor.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/kyle-
jtaylor/eventRegistration.jsp?event=277&. 

About Kyle J. Taylor Foundation
The Kyle J. Taylor Foundation was started 

in 2018 in honor of Kyle Taylor, who passed 
away in February of 2018 from sudden car-
diac arrest at the age of 18.  Kyle was always a 
loving, kind, spirited, healthy young man with 
no known heart issues. His family wanted to 
honor Kyle’s legacy by bringing awareness 
to sudden cardiac arrest in youth, the steps to 
prevent it, and how to respond to it.  To learn 
more about the foundation, visit the website at 
https://www.kylejtaylor.org. 

About Project ADAM Sacramento
Project ADAM is committed to saving 

lives by preventing sudden cardiac death 
where young people learn and play. It is not 
enough to simply have an automated external 
defibrillator (AED) in the building - having a 
documented plan, a designated and prepared 
response team, and a regularly practiced emer-
gency response drill are critical to success. 
Project ADAM can help your school or organi-
zation become Heart Safe. Visit the website for 
more information at https://health.ucdavis.edu/
children/services/project-adam. � 

Free Heart Screening for Youth 
Scheduled for Oct. 6
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Riley Reviews
ABC FALL SCHEDULE; “KILLER LIES”

TRUE CRIME ON NAT GEO

A Film and TV Review by Tim Riley

ABC network lays claim to the lon-
gest-running medical drama ever with 
“Grey’s Anatomy,” which will mark its 
21st season this fall and maintains its hold 
on Thursday nights, except it will be shift-
ing back to the 10 p.m. time slot on the 
West coast.

This move makes room for the new 
medical drama on the block, Ryan 
Murphy’s “Doctor Odyssey,” which stars 
Joshua Jackson as a doctor on board a lux-
ury cruise ship where the staff works hard 
and plays harder.

Jackson’s Max and his small but mighty 
medical team navigate unique medical 
crises and each other, miles from shore 
in what ABC bills as a “high-octane 
procedural.”     

The series, also starring Don Johnson, 
will air Thursdays an hour earlier than 
“Grey’s Anatomy,” right after the first 
responder hit “9-1-1,” which was also 
co-created by Ryan Murphy.

ABC’s other new scripted drama this fall 
is “High Potential,” a crime drama star-
ring “It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia’s” 
Kaitlin Olson as she teams up with a 
by-the-books detective to crack cases.

Based on a popular French series, “High 
Potential” follows Morgan (Olson), a 
single mom with three kids and an excep-
tional mind, who helps solve an unsolvable 
crime when she rearranges some evidence 
during her shift as a cleaner for the police 
department.

When the police discover she has a 
knack for putting things in order because 
of her high intellectual potential, she is 
brought on as a consultant to work with 
seasoned detective Karadec (Daniel 
Sunjata), and together they form an 
unusual and unstoppable team.

On the unscripted front, the network 
is handing out a rose (and hopefully 
some comfortable shoes) to “The Golden 
Bachelorette,” which, like “The Golden 
Bachelor” before it, will follow contestants 
in their golden years as they search for a 
second chance at love. 

Fan-favorite Joan Vassos will be the 
new Golden Bachelorette, and the network 
is extending the episodes by 30 minutes 
compared to “The Golden Bachelor’s” 
hourlong episodes. 

In between the new shows, “Abbott 
Elementary” is holding down the fort for 
ABC’s comedies as the only sitcom on the 
fall schedule.  

The unscripted staple “America’s 
Funniest Home Videos” returns in the fall 
to celebrate its monumental 35th season, 
along with “Shark Tank” as well as pop-
ular films under “The Wonderful World of 
Disney” umbrella.

“The Conners” will return at midsea-
son for its farewell outing. Dramas “The 
Rookie” and “Will Trent” are also being 
held for midseason, along with reality 
favorites like “American Idol” and “The 
Bachelor.”

“KILLER LIES: CHASING A TRUE 
CRIME CON MAN” ON NAT GEO
National Geographic expects its summer 

marquee true-crime series “Killer Lies: 
Chasing a True Crime Con Man,” pre-
miering on August 28th on Nat Geo and 
streaming the next day on Hulu, to heat up 
their storytelling.

Based on Lauren Collins’ 2002 “New 
Yorker” reveal of a scandal in “Murder, He 
Wrote,” the Nat Geo special expands on 
Collins’ investigation into the rise and fall 
of a provocative French serial killer expert, 
Stephane Bourgoin, who became famous 
for jailhouse interviews with serial killers.

Bourgoin’s extraordinary resume of 
these interviews with killers, as well as 
his personality quirks, resulted in morbid 
encounters.  Bourgoin cited the violent and 
horrifying 1975 slaying of his wife by a 
serial killer as motivation for his relentless 
interest in the minds of murderers.

After 40 years and 40 books, Bourgoin 
becomes the target of online sleuths, 
known as 4eme Oeil Corporation (4th 
Eye), who try to untangle his web of lies 
and unearth the truth.

The three-part series, directed by 
Emmy-nominated filmmaker Ben Selkow, 
fully reveals the online group’s dogged 
investigation and the shocking extent of 
Bourgoin’s deception.

The series features exclusive access to 
4th Eye members speaking for the first 
time on camera in a documentary, along 
with material from Bourgoin’s own films 
and past television appearances and foren-
sically reexamined archival footage.

Viewers will hear from those closest 
to Bourgoin for an intimate peak inside 
a pathological liar’s mind as well as hear 
from Bourgoin himself in his most com-
prehensive sit-down interview discussing 
his motives for fabricating such grandiose 
falsehoods.  

The premiere episode, “Murder 
He Wrote,” delves into the lucrative 
true-crime industry, but the 4th Eye, a col-
lective of vigilante online sleuths, discover 
Bourgoin’s career was based on a series of 
dark lies.

“The Eye is Always Watching” epi-
sode’s hunt for the truth reveals something 
far darker lies beneath the surface of 
Bourgoin’s fame, while “The Reckoning” 
episode continues investigating many 
alarming unanswered questions.

In the end, we hear from the victims in 
this story and delve into the larger themes 
and questions raised about our insatia-
ble appetite for true crime and the strange 
compulsions of the human psyche. 

“Killer Lies” is an exploration of human 
nature and cultural psychology and a com-
mentary on the global true-crime industry.  
Nat Geo contends this is a true-crime story 
within a true-crime story.

Ultimately, it was avid true-crime fans 
who brought down Bourgoin, launch-
ing their own investigation of the master 
who had taught them not to underestimate 
humanity’s capacity for deceit and evil.  �

California Commissioner Faces Criticism as He 
Tries to Solve Crisis in Home Insurance Coverage

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

“Father Knows Best” was 
a popular radio show in the 
post-World War era that 
morphed into an even more 
popular television series 
starring actor Robert Young.

Young’s character, Jim 
Anderson, was an insurance 
company executive — prob-
ably the only time American 
mass media have positively 
portrayed such a figure. 
Young later played a much 
more sympathetic role, a 
doctor who made house calls, 
in “Marcus Welby, MD.” 

Insurance to indemnify us 
for liabilities and damages to 
our homes, cars and businesses 
is a modern necessity, but con-
sciously or subconsciously we 
often resent paying for cover-
age that is seldom invoked.

Politicians tend to play on 
that resentment by promising, 
if elected, to protect voters 
from rapacious insurers.

In California, that attitude 
took the form of a 1998 bal-
lot measure sponsored by a 
self-designated consumer pro-
tection group, that made the 
state insurance commissioner 
an elected official with new 
authority to regulate insurers.

The sponsoring group, 
Consumer Watchdog, has 
since been paid millions of 
dollars in “intervenor fees” 
for inserting itself into insur-
ance rate cases pending in 
the Department of Insurance, 
but it claims to have saved 
Californians $6 billion.

Ever since he launched 

his 2018 campaign for insur-
ance commissioner, former 
state Sen. Ricardo Lara has 
faced sharp criticism from 
Consumer Watchdog, which 
denounced him as a tool of 
the insurance industry.

However Lara has had to 
contend with an unprece-
dented crisis in California’s 
insurance market. The disas-
trous wildfires that have 
swept through California 
in the last half-decade 
prompted many insurers to 
curtail their exposure, some 
to the point of abandoning 
the state altogether.

California’s insurance 
regulatory system, they 
said, made it impossible to 
accurately project potential 
losses and adjust their pre-
miums accordingly.

As tens of thousands of 
policies were canceled or not 
renewed, property owners 
scrambled to find new cover-
age, and many turned to the 
state’s insurer of last resort, 
the FAIR program, that offers 
only limited reimbursement 
for losses at high cost.

Furthermore, because 
mortgage lenders require 
borrowers to maintain 
insurance coverage on their 
property, the insurance 
crisis has contributed to 
California’s housing crisis.

Lara, backed by Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, has proposed 
systemic changes in how 
insurance is priced. He agreed 
with insurers that their rate 
proposals should be processed 
more rapidly, that they should 
be allowed to include potential 
losses from wildfires and other 
catastrophes in their rates, and 
that the costs of reinsurance — 
to spread the financial burden 
of losses — should be folded 
into premiums.

“We do not have the lux-
ury of time,” Lara said in a 
press release last week as 
he announced the adoption 

of new rules to speed up 
rate cases.

Consumer Watchdog is 
still nipping at Lara’s heels, 
saying “we remain concerned 
that the new procedures 
announced by the commis-
sioner will short-circuit 
public participation and rates 
will be rubber-stamped.”

“Consumer Watchdog 
will analyze this action to 
determine if it is an illegal 
underground regulation or 
otherwise violates Proposition 
103 by shutting consumers 
out of the process,” it added.

Anticipating the criticism, 
Lara’s announcement last 
week said, “Any intervenor 
groups engaged on certain 
rate filings must provide a 
‘substantial contribution’ to 
the rate review process and 
not duplicate the work of 
the department’s rate review 
experts to be eligible for 
compensation.”

Would Lara’s proposed 
regulatory changes likely 
make insurance coverage 
more expensive in fire-prone 
regions? Yes, but there are 
no free lunches and it’s bet-
ter to have costlier coverage 
than none.

If nothing else, Lara 
deserves credit for actu-
ally doing something about 
a severe crisis, rather than 
passing the buck – a contrast 
with how California officials 
are dealing with another cri-
sis, homelessness.

Dan Walters is one of 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. He began 
covering California politics 
in 1975, just as Jerry Brown 
began his first stint as gov-
ernor, and began writing his 
column in 1981. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Congratulations to Kings standout 
De’Aaron Fox and his wife Recee! Their 
young family has recently added a baby 
girl, and on behalf of all Kings fans I want 
to say a hearty congratulations to you 
both.

Many Kings fans have enjoyed watch-
ing Recee and baby Reign the past season, 
as they sit courtside and root on De’Aaron 
and the Kings nightly.

As an NBA veteran and former all-star, I 
fully expect De’Aaron to have another all-
star season this year, and with the added 
presence of DeMar DeRozan, Fox could 
potentially have his best year yet.

Many believe with De’Aaron’s 
improved three-point shooting, and his 
dynamic drives to the hoop, DeRozan’s 
stellar midrange game may give Fox even 
better looks at the basket.

The same can be said for Keegan 
Murray, whose three-point shooting fell 
off a bit after having an eye-popping 
rookie season.

Teams tightened up the D on Keegan 
in his sophomore campaign, and the open 
looks he enjoyed in his rookie season were 
harder to fi nd last year.

Look for DeRozan to help Keegan get 
back on track, and I believe every Kings 
fan is fi rmly convinced that Keegan’s best 
basketball is still in front of him.

I have listened to NBA pundits that have 
downgraded the Kings to a 44-win pros-
pect in the coming season, and this writer 
wonders what these supposed experts are 
looking at.

I see a 50-plus win team hitting the 
hardwood for Sacramento this year, and 
that is without Monte McNair making 
any further improvements to the roster. 
McNair has done a yeoman’s job as a 
young GM, and is already developing a 
reputation as a GM not to be taken lightly.

Not since the Geoff  Petrie days have 
we seen someone in the front offi  ce with 
the acumen that our own Monte McNair 
has demonstrated. So, take heart Kings 
fans, because I believe McNair is here for 
the long haul, and his 13-year stint with 
the Houston Rockets has proven invalu-
able to the Kings, as he continues to 
make prudent moves that are consistently 

improving this team.
Many fans criticized choosing another 

guard in acquiring Devin Carter, but I 
fi rmly believe that utilizing the philoso-
phy of choosing the best possible talent, 
regardless of position, was the correct 
prescription for the Kings, and just like 
choosing Keegan Murray two years ago, 
I believe that young Carter will prove his 
value in the 2nd half of the 2024/2025 
season. 

Many believe that the only reason 
he wasn’t taken in the top 10 was due 
to impending shoulder surgery that has 
already taken place. Carter’s availability 
looks to be sometime in late January, so 
his rookie campaign will consist of only 
half a season. I’m convinced that McNair 
chose wisely, so working him into the 
lineup in the all-important drive to the fi n-
ish could make Devin Carter another fan 
favorite.

The continued talk is that the Kings still 
need a power forward to match up with 
stalwart big man Donatas Sabonis, and 
there still remains quality players that are 
on the open market. 

One name I haven’t heard mentioned 
is Indiana Pacers small forward Doug 
McDermott, who may yet be a sleeper that 
just needs more time on the hardwood.

A playoff  team last year and a good one, 
the Pacers gave McDermott only 14 min-
utes per game while adding 5.5 points per 
game each night. McDermott was the 11th 
pick overall in the 2014 draft, and at 32 
years of age could bring a veteran pres-
ence to a young Kings roster. 

Tobias Harris is more of a household 
name, and while scoring 17.2 points per 
game for the 76ers last season, has scored 
20 or more for the season twice in his 
9-year career, and would also fit nicely 
into the Sacramento lineup.

Stay tuned Kings fans, because the ros-
ter for the upcoming season is not yet cast 
in stone, and just one more move could 
propel this playoff  bound team to a place 
deep in the playoff s!

All the best, and please send your com-
ments to vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com.

Your thoughts are always welcome at 
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024001159

The following persons are doing 
business as: Barrera’s Tile, 824 
Osprey Way, Suisun City, CA 
94585. 
Luis Barrera, 824 Osprey Way, 
Suisun City, CA 94585. 
Date filed in Solano County: July 
24, 2024. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
July 23, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 2, 9, 16, 23, 2024 
BARRERAS 8-23-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-0001015
The following persons are doing 
business as: Nelson’s Tacos Del 
Bloque, 360 S. 3rd Street, Dixon, 
CA 95620. 
Nellie Langley and Gregory 
Langley, 360 S. 3rd Street, Dixon, 
CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
25, 2024. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Married Couple. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 24, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 16, 23, 30, Sept 6, 2024 
NELSONS 9-6-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-0001227
The following persons are doing 

business as: Amorette Tours, 107 
Briarwood Drive, Vacaville, CA 
95688. 
Lavona A. Hamilton, 107 
Briarwood Drive, Vacaville, CA 
95688. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 5, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 4, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 16, 23, 30, Sept 6, 2024 
AMORETTE 9-6-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001268
The following persons are doing 
business as: Jackys Mexican 
Restaurant & Bar, 127 North First 
Street, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Maria Plascencia, 2205 Sweeney 
Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 13, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: August 13, 2024
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 12, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 23, 30, Sept 6, 13, 2024 
JACKYS 9-13-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001256
The following persons are doing 
business as: Ray’s Kitchen, 645 N 
1st Street, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Rehman Saeed, 645 N 1st Street, 
Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 12, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 

under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 11, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 23, 30, Sept 6, 13, 2024 
RAYS 9-13-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001272
The following persons are doing 
business as: King of Pottery, 320 
E Tabor Avenue Apt 09, Fairfield, 
CA 94533. 
Alejandro Cornelio Victoria, 320 
E Tabor Avenue Apt 09, Fairfield, 
CA 94533. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 14, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: August 14, 2024
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 13, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 23, 30, Sept 6, 13, 2024 
KING 9-13-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU24-04676
Michel Tal Tondowsky filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as fol-
lows: Michel Tal Tondowsky aka 
Michael Tal Toondovsky Sonka to 
Michael Tal Toondovski.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-

tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show why the petition 
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. September 9, 2024, 
10:00 a.m. Department 7, Room 
2, Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, Old Solano 
Court House, 580 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: July 8, 2024
Publish: August 9, 16, 23, 30, 2024
TONDOWSKY 8-30-24

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
TS No. CA-23-970701-SH Order 
No.: 240171656-CA-VOI YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
6/3/2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU 
NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash, 
cashier’s check drawn on a state 
or national bank, check drawn by 
state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan association, or 
savings association, or savings 
bank specified in Section 5102 
to the Financial Code and autho-
rized to do business in this state, 
will be held by duly appointed 
trustee. The sale will be made, 
but without covenant or warranty, 
expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) secured by the 
Deed of Trust, with interest and 
late charges thereon, as provided 
in the note(s), advances, under 
the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee for 
the total amount (at the time of 
the initial publication of the Notice 
of Sale) reasonably estimated to 
be set forth below. The amount 
may be greater on the day of sale. 
BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT TO 
BID LESS THAN THE TOTAL 
AMOUNT DUE. Trustor(s): 
ANTONIO A. MARTINEZ, A 
MARRIED MAN AS HIS SOLE 
AND SEPERATE PROPERTY 
Recorded: 6/17/2004 as 
Instrument No. 200400082185 
of Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of SOLANO 
County, California; Date of Sale: 
9/23/2024 at 9:30AM Place of 
Sale: At the Santa Clara Street 
entrance to the City Hall locat-
ed at 555 Santa Clara Street, 
Vallejo, CA 94590 Amount of un-
paid balance and other charges: 
$268,253.43 The purported prop-
erty address is: 7126 BATAVIA 
ROAD, DIXON, CA 95620 
Assessor’s Parcel No.: 0109-300-
040 0109-300-030 NOTICE TO 

POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this prop-
erty lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in 
bidding at a trustee auction. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to free 
and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned off 
may be a junior lien. If you are 
the highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to the 
lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens 
that may exist on this property by 
contacting the county recorder’s 
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed 
of trust on the property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice 
of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those not 
present at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether your sale date has 
been postponed, and, if appli-
cable, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, 
you may call 916-939-0772 for 
information regarding the trustee’s 
sale or visit this internet website 
http://www.qualityloan.com, us-
ing the file number assigned to 
this foreclosure by the Trustee: 
CA-23-970701-SH. Information 
about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled sale 
may not immediately be reflected 
in the telephone information or 
on the internet website. The best 
way to verify postponement infor-
mation is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You 
may have a right to purchase this 
property after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you 
are an “eligible tenant buyer,” 
you can purchase the property 
if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. 
If you are an “eligible bidder,” 
you may be able to purchase the 
property if you exceed the last and 
highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to 
exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of the 
trustee sale, you can call 916-939-
0772, or visit this internet website 
http://www.qualityloan.com, using 
the file number assigned to this 
foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-
23-970701-SH to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was held, 
the amount of the last and high-
est bid, and the address of the 
trustee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to place 

a bid so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 15 days after the 
trustee’s sale. Third, you must 
submit a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 45 days 
after the trustee’s sale. If you think 
you may qualify as an “eligible 
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” 
you should consider contacting 
an attorney or appropriate real 
estate professional immediately 
for advice regarding this poten-
tial right to purchase. NOTICE 
TO PROSPECTIVE OWNER-
OCCUPANT: Any prospective 
owner-occupant as defined in 
Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code who is the last and 
highest bidder at the trustee’s 
sale shall provide the required 
affidavit or declaration of eligibility 
to the auctioneer at the trustee’s 
sale or shall have it delivered 
to QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION by 5 p.m. on 
the next business day following 
the trustee’s sale at the address 
set forth in the below signature 
block. The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the property address 
or other common designation, if 
any, shown herein. If no street 
address or other common desig-
nation is shown, directions to the 
location of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written re-
quest to the beneficiary within 10 
days of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. If the sale is 
set aside for any reason, including 
if the Trustee is unable to convey 
title, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return 
of the monies paid to the Trustee. 
This shall be the Purchaser’s 
sole and exclusive remedy. The 
purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Trustor, 
the Trustee, the Beneficiary, 
the Beneficiary’s Agent, or the 
Beneficiary’s Attorney. If you 
have previously been discharged 
through bankruptcy, you may 
have been released of person-
al liability for this loan in which 
case this letter is intended to ex-
ercise the note holders right’s 
against the real property only. 
Date: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION 2763 Camino 
Del Rio S San Diego, CA 92108 
619-645-7711 For NON SALE 
information only Sale Line: 916-
939-0772 Or Login to: http://www.
qualityloan.com Reinstatement 
Line: (866) 645-7711 Ext 5318 
QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION . TS No.: CA-
23-970701-SH IDS
Pub #0213480 8/9/2024 8/16/2024 
8/23/2024
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community policing activities and expo-
sure to various law enforcement careers.”

According to Graf, being an officer is 
much more than taking emergency calls. 
Veteran officers help cadets develop 
important cadet skills, including traffic 
control, attending meetings and deliver-
ing witness subpoenas.

Additionally, cadets conduct report-tak-
ing and assist various bureaus within the 
department, including directing phone 
calls to the appropriate personnel. This 
helps cadets “interact with the commu-
nity during all kinds of problem-solving 
situations,” according to Graf. 

Through the Cadet Program, Thompson 
said, “we not only educate our local 
youth about law enforcement but also 
strengthen the relationship between the 

police department and the community, 
ensuring a safer and more connected 
Dixon.”

In the end, Graf said the program 
provides a way for area youth to give 
back even if cadets do not choose a law 
enforcement career after attending.   

“Whether you want to consider a career 
in public safety or want to learn leader-
ship and the value of community service, 
this program is a path towards realizing 
those ambitions,” Graf said. 

“Take the initiative towards a reward-
ing and impactful opportunity by 
applying for the Police Cadet Program at 
the Dixon Police Department.”

Dixon Cadet Program application 
forms are available online at https://www.
calopps.org/city-of-dixon. For more 
information, call 707-678-7070.� 

Calling All Cadets
Continued from page 1

for those housing needs.”
The California Department of 

Developmental Services (DDS) reports 
affordable housing as a “cornerstone to 
individuals with developmental disabili-
ties residing in their local communities.”

“Due to the high cost of housing in 
California, many individuals served 
by the regional centers require deep 
subsidies in order to make housing afford-
able,” according to the Department of 
Developmental Services. 

“The Housing Element calls for a mix 
of housing to accommodate very low, low, 
moderate, and above-moderate incomes,” 
Graf explained. 

“When considering new development, 
the city plans for a mix of housing types 
and affordability,” Graf said, noting new 
housing types in Dixon. 

“For example, in Homestead, two proj-
ects are creating affordable housing.”

“There is Prospera at Homestead, which 
will create 108 affordable homes for indi-
viduals and families earning 60% area 
median income or less,” Graf said. 

“Silvey Villas at Homestead will create 
72 affordable homes for seniors (55-plus) 
earning 60% area median income or less.”

Along with affordable housing, 
Southwest Dixon economic development 
considers the senior population, with 
Gateway Dixon Assisted Living Facility, 
a two-story, 68-thousand-square-foot resi-
dence, under construction.  

While the facility is being constructed, 
Graf said Farmstead at Dixon recently 
opened, providing the community with a 
new assisted living facility.

“This new senior living facility pro-
vides our senior residents with a safe and 
comfortable place to call home,” Graf 
said. 

“It also allows seniors to stay close to 
family and friends who live in Dixon.”�

Dixon’s Strategic Development
Continued from page 1

Walnut Sector Faces Slow Recovery, as 
Growers Pull Less-Productive Trees
With more California walnut orchards 

being removed, the outlook for the indus-
try is expected to improve as growers 
try to balance supply and demand.  But 
such efforts alone will not be enough 
to put them on a fast track to market 
recovery and profitability. A report by 
RaboResearch Food and Agribusiness 
says walnut production may not decline as 
fast as acreage because growers are taking 
out older, less-productive trees and “heri-
tage” varieties that are also lower yielding. 
Growers are also removing orchards with 
poor water availability or soil quality.

State Pesticide Regulators Get Funding 
Infusion From New Mill Tax

Guided by a plan that prioritizes new 
pest management approaches and a goal 
to eliminate high-risk pesticides by 2050, 
state Department of Pesticide Regulation 
Director Julie Henderson outlined priori-
ties now being supported by a $34 million 
revenue boost from raising the mill assess-
ment on pesticide sales. Annual increases 
in the mill assessment—a fee that farmers 
pay when they purchase pesticides—went 
into effect in July. Henderson said the 
mill assessment increase will support 
Sustainable Pest Management initiatives 
and add 117 new positions.

Farm Leaders Sound Alarm Over 
Increasing Economic Pressures

With some of the state’s major agricul-
tural commodities struggling and farmers 
and ranchers facing increasing economic 
and regulatory pressures, California farm 
leaders say the industry will continue to 
lose farms as more are squeezed out and 
few people enter the business. In a meet-
ing last week of the California State Board 
of Food and Agriculture, farmers and farm 
advocates representing specialty crops, 
winegrapes, cattle and dairy voiced their 
concerns about problems vexing the indus-
try. Agricultural leaders warned of more 
consolidation and fewer farms.

Red Leaf Blotch Disease Found in 
California Almond Orchards

University of California plant pathol-
ogists have confirmed red leaf blotch 
disease in almonds for the first time in the 
state. The disease surfaced in May when a 
UC orchard crops advisor found unusual 
leaf symptoms in an almond orchard strad-
dling the Merced-Madera county line. 
Infected leaves on the nonpareil, Monterey 
and Fritz varieties had yellow spots with 
orange to dark red-brown centers. The dis-
ease has been found to date in Madera, 
Merced, San Joaquin and Stanislaus coun-
ties. Officials say it likely entered the state 
on imported plant material.� H
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Announcement
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 
24/7: 1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605  (Cal-Scan)

Elder Care
GoGo. Live and age your way. 
Get help with rides, groceries, 
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per 
day. Available 24/7 nation-
wide. BBB Rated A+ Busi-
ness. Call GoGo to get start-
ed. 1-855-476-0033 (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as 
little as 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call Now: 
1-877-435-4860  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

’84 Corvette, 88,000 miles, 
engine is extremely strong, 
4 speed tranny, get’s up and 
goes. Interior needs work. 
Primered. First $2,500 drives 
it away. 530-742-9144 leave 
message. (TFN)

Suzuki XL-7 SUV: Perfectly 
maintained family car; 7-pas-
senger with two rows of fold-
ing seats; luxury interior; no 
accidents 135K miles; 2006. 
Asking $4,900. Call (707) 678-
9198. (TFN)

Health/Wellness
Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (CalSCAN) 

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE 
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome) 
Has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health, 
beauty, weight or hair loss 
and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (TFN)

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844203-
2677 www.dental50plus.com/
calnews #6258  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limit-
ed time, waving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. (Offer ends 8/25/24.) Call 
1-855-419-8241 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Safe Step. North America?s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available.  Call: 1-877-
252-9868  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Repair
WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted profes-
sionals do complete repairs 
to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7:  
1-888-248-0815. Have zip 
code of service location ready 
when you call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Landscaping/Maintenance 
RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY 
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or 
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation 
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron); 
plumbing; mowing, edging, 
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all 
kinds of fruit or shade trees); 
tree removal, rock, bark or 
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098. 
 (TFN)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Advertising 
Works!

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • MUSIC 101
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Meat chunks
6. Calendar square
9. *____ signature, or 
notation that describes 
#34 Down
13. Hiya or howdy
14. Down Under runner
15. West Point student
16. At full speed
17. Big Apple
18. Flounder’s domain
19. *Complementary 
notes sung simultane-
ously
21. *Not sonata
23. Debate position
24. Painter Chagall
25. Munchhausen’s 
story
28. Casino chip
30. *R in R&B
35. Spanish earthen pot
37. Lobed organs
39. Nest for an eagle
40. Bona fide
41. *Adagio or moder-
ato, e.g.
43. What a willow did?
44. *Type of piano 
technician
46. Flock member 
description
47. Fill beyond full
48. Masters of cere-
monies, colloquially 
speaking
50. Jon Krakauer’s book 
“____ the Wild”
52. High craggy hill
53. Church congregation
55. Hole punching tool
57. *A ____, or without 
accompaniment
61. *Fast
65. Not asleep
66. 2000 lbs.
68. Acquisition through 
marriage
69. Rubber tree product
70. Director’s cry
71. *Five lines
72. Potassium hydroxide 
solution, pl.
73. 168 in 1 week
74. Housed

DOWN
1. Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi’s title
2. Dharma teacher
3. Resembling wings
4. Good Year balloon, e.g.
5. Mexico City state
6. Say it isn’t so
7. Winehouse or Schumer
8. New Mexico’s state 
flower
9. Diplomat’s asset
10. It comes to mind
11. Not in Impossible 
Burger
12. European erupter
15. Shell-like anatomical 
structure
20. *Nine instruments, e.g.
22. Bobby of hockey
24. Halle Bailey’s 2023 role
25. *Loud or strong
26. Part of small intestine
27. Sometimes follows 
sauvignon
29. 1.3 ounces, in Asia
31. Coniferous trees
32. October 31 option
33. On top of trends (2 
words)
34. *Strong-weak-strong-

weak, e.g.
36. Sheltered, nautically 
speaking
38. “Wheel of Fortune” 
move
42. Based on number 8
45. Automatic reaction
49. *Fa follower
51. Solemn and wise?
54. Gate holder
56. *Slow
57. Pay a visit
58. Not home
59. Goose liver dish
60. Augments, usually with 
effort
61. Social insects
62. Air of allure, slangily
63. Five-star review
64. Was in the hole
67. Possessive pronoun

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024001159

The following persons are doing 
business as: Barrera’s Tile, 824 
Osprey Way, Suisun City, CA 
94585. 
Luis Barrera, 824 Osprey Way, 
Suisun City, CA 94585. 
Date filed in Solano County: July 
24, 2024. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
July 23, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 2, 9, 16, 23, 2024 
BARRERAS 8-23-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-0001015
The following persons are doing 
business as: Nelson’s Tacos Del 
Bloque, 360 S. 3rd Street, Dixon, 
CA 95620. 
Nellie Langley and Gregory 
Langley, 360 S. 3rd Street, Dixon, 
CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
25, 2024. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Married Couple. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 24, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 16, 23, 30, Sept 6, 2024 
NELSONS 9-6-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-0001227
The following persons are doing 

business as: Amorette Tours, 107 
Briarwood Drive, Vacaville, CA 
95688. 
Lavona A. Hamilton, 107 
Briarwood Drive, Vacaville, CA 
95688. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 5, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 4, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 16, 23, 30, Sept 6, 2024 
AMORETTE 9-6-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001268
The following persons are doing 
business as: Jackys Mexican 
Restaurant & Bar, 127 North First 
Street, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Maria Plascencia, 2205 Sweeney 
Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 13, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: August 13, 2024
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 12, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 23, 30, Sept 6, 13, 2024 
JACKYS 9-13-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001256
The following persons are doing 
business as: Ray’s Kitchen, 645 N 
1st Street, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Rehman Saeed, 645 N 1st Street, 
Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 12, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 

under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 11, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 23, 30, Sept 6, 13, 2024 
RAYS 9-13-24

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001272
The following persons are doing 
business as: King of Pottery, 320 
E Tabor Avenue Apt 09, Fairfield, 
CA 94533. 
Alejandro Cornelio Victoria, 320 
E Tabor Avenue Apt 09, Fairfield, 
CA 94533. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 14, 2024. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: August 14, 2024
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 13, 2029. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: August 23, 30, Sept 6, 13, 2024 
KING 9-13-24

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU24-04676
Michel Tal Tondowsky filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as fol-
lows: Michel Tal Tondowsky aka 
Michael Tal Toondovsky Sonka to 
Michael Tal Toondovski.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-

tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show why the petition 
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. September 9, 2024, 
10:00 a.m. Department 7, Room 
2, Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, Old Solano 
Court House, 580 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: July 8, 2024
Publish: August 9, 16, 23, 30, 2024
TONDOWSKY 8-30-24

TRUSTEE SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
TS No. CA-23-970701-SH Order 
No.: 240171656-CA-VOI YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
6/3/2004. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU 
NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. A public auction sale 
to the highest bidder for cash, 
cashier’s check drawn on a state 
or national bank, check drawn by 
state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan association, or 
savings association, or savings 
bank specified in Section 5102 
to the Financial Code and autho-
rized to do business in this state, 
will be held by duly appointed 
trustee. The sale will be made, 
but without covenant or warranty, 
expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) secured by the 
Deed of Trust, with interest and 
late charges thereon, as provided 
in the note(s), advances, under 
the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee for 
the total amount (at the time of 
the initial publication of the Notice 
of Sale) reasonably estimated to 
be set forth below. The amount 
may be greater on the day of sale. 
BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT TO 
BID LESS THAN THE TOTAL 
AMOUNT DUE. Trustor(s): 
ANTONIO A. MARTINEZ, A 
MARRIED MAN AS HIS SOLE 
AND SEPERATE PROPERTY 
Recorded: 6/17/2004 as 
Instrument No. 200400082185 
of Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of SOLANO 
County, California; Date of Sale: 
9/23/2024 at 9:30AM Place of 
Sale: At the Santa Clara Street 
entrance to the City Hall locat-
ed at 555 Santa Clara Street, 
Vallejo, CA 94590 Amount of un-
paid balance and other charges: 
$268,253.43 The purported prop-
erty address is: 7126 BATAVIA 
ROAD, DIXON, CA 95620 
Assessor’s Parcel No.: 0109-300-
040 0109-300-030 NOTICE TO 

POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this prop-
erty lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in 
bidding at a trustee auction. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to free 
and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned off 
may be a junior lien. If you are 
the highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to the 
lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding liens 
that may exist on this property by 
contacting the county recorder’s 
office or a title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or deed 
of trust on the property. NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice 
of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the 
California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those not 
present at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether your sale date has 
been postponed, and, if appli-
cable, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, 
you may call 916-939-0772 for 
information regarding the trustee’s 
sale or visit this internet website 
http://www.qualityloan.com, us-
ing the file number assigned to 
this foreclosure by the Trustee: 
CA-23-970701-SH. Information 
about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled sale 
may not immediately be reflected 
in the telephone information or 
on the internet website. The best 
way to verify postponement infor-
mation is to attend the scheduled 
sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You 
may have a right to purchase this 
property after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you 
are an “eligible tenant buyer,” 
you can purchase the property 
if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. 
If you are an “eligible bidder,” 
you may be able to purchase the 
property if you exceed the last and 
highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. There are three steps to 
exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of the 
trustee sale, you can call 916-939-
0772, or visit this internet website 
http://www.qualityloan.com, using 
the file number assigned to this 
foreclosure by the Trustee: CA-
23-970701-SH to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was held, 
the amount of the last and high-
est bid, and the address of the 
trustee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to place 

a bid so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 15 days after the 
trustee’s sale. Third, you must 
submit a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 45 days 
after the trustee’s sale. If you think 
you may qualify as an “eligible 
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” 
you should consider contacting 
an attorney or appropriate real 
estate professional immediately 
for advice regarding this poten-
tial right to purchase. NOTICE 
TO PROSPECTIVE OWNER-
OCCUPANT: Any prospective 
owner-occupant as defined in 
Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code who is the last and 
highest bidder at the trustee’s 
sale shall provide the required 
affidavit or declaration of eligibility 
to the auctioneer at the trustee’s 
sale or shall have it delivered 
to QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION by 5 p.m. on 
the next business day following 
the trustee’s sale at the address 
set forth in the below signature 
block. The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the property address 
or other common designation, if 
any, shown herein. If no street 
address or other common desig-
nation is shown, directions to the 
location of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written re-
quest to the beneficiary within 10 
days of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. If the sale is 
set aside for any reason, including 
if the Trustee is unable to convey 
title, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return 
of the monies paid to the Trustee. 
This shall be the Purchaser’s 
sole and exclusive remedy. The 
purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Trustor, 
the Trustee, the Beneficiary, 
the Beneficiary’s Agent, or the 
Beneficiary’s Attorney. If you 
have previously been discharged 
through bankruptcy, you may 
have been released of person-
al liability for this loan in which 
case this letter is intended to ex-
ercise the note holders right’s 
against the real property only. 
Date: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION 2763 Camino 
Del Rio S San Diego, CA 92108 
619-645-7711 For NON SALE 
information only Sale Line: 916-
939-0772 Or Login to: http://www.
qualityloan.com Reinstatement 
Line: (866) 645-7711 Ext 5318 
QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION . TS No.: CA-
23-970701-SH IDS
Pub #0213480 8/9/2024 8/16/2024 
8/23/2024
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Person Killed by Train in Dixon
Dixon Police Department 
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - In the early 
hours of Aug. 14, at approxi-
mately 1:45 a.m., Dixon Police 
Department officers responded 
to a report of a person struck by 

a train in the area of Porter Road 
and South Almond Street. Upon 
arrival, officers discovered a 
deceased individual at the scene.

The Dixon Police Department 
is actively collaborating with 
Union Pacific Railroad in their 
ongoing investigation into the 

incident. At this time, there is 
no indication of foul play and 
it appears to be an unfortunate 
accident. They want to assure 
the community that there is no 
threat to public safety and that 
all roadways in the city remain 
open.

The Dixon Police Department 
is committed to uncovering the 
full circumstances surround-
ing this tragic event. They urge 
anyone with information that 
might assist in this investiga-
tion to contact the Dixon Police 
Department at 707-678-7070 or 

via email at investigations@dix-
onpoliceca.gov.

T h e  D i x o n  P o l i c e 
Department’s thoughts are with 
those affected by this incident 
and they appreciate the commu-
nity's support and cooperation 
during this time.� 



8 • AUGUST 23, 2024	 Dixon Independent Voice

When someone is successful, they 
are more visible than when they were 
struggling along their path to attain their 
goals.  Few people draw much attention 
while they are confronting challenges 
and overcoming numerous obstacles.

When a person has reached the top 
of the mountain and is standing on the 
summit, they are much more visible 
than when they were climbing up the 
side.  We all desire success, however we 
define it.

However, very few of us relish the 
time and effort required to bring our 
dreams to reality.  Our fantasy is to be 
instantly successful, living happily ever 
after, forever.  Therefore, the possibil-
ity of any type of shortcut has a certain 
innate appeal.

The reality is that shortcuts typi-
cally don’t produce the desired results.  
In fact, shortcuts invariably extend 
the journey towards success and may 
even derail it.  Rewards come to those 
who are willing to expend the required 
energy. 

Reaching your goals is like climbing 
a ladder.  The only way to get to the top 
is to climb one rung at a time.  A ladder 
with missing rungs is unsafe.  In order 
to reach a summit, a mountain climber 
starts at the bottom and takes as many 
steps as needed to arrive at the peak.

On your journey to success, there 
are certain steps you must go through.  
Any shortcut will attract what you don’t 
want.  Before becoming reality, a goal 
requires a specific mix of components.  

You must have enough desire.  The 
higher the goal, the stronger the desire 
required.  There is a big difference in 
results between someone who says, 
“I’d like to do that, it would be nice if 
it happens,” and another person who 
exclaims, “I want that more than any-
thing else, I’ll do whatever it takes to 
make it happen.”

A burning desire keeps you going in 
spite of setbacks, obstacles and chal-
lenges.  Unless you want it bad enough, 
you are likely to give up when the going 
gets tough.  Successful people have a 
laser like desire that keeps them focused 

on their destination.
Effort is also essential.  Anything 

worthwhile takes effort.  Being success-
ful takes a lot of effort.  Working hard 
while working smart is essential.  Not 
only is the easy road not a route to suc-
cess, the so-called easy road isn’t that 
easy or rewarding.

Successful people never take the 
path of least resistance.  They are more 
noticeable once they have attained their 
dreams than when they were trudging 
up the mountain.  There may be envy of 
success, but never of the hard work.

Success also takes time.  Exactly how 
much time is needed is never known.  
Subsequently, many people give up 
when they are right around the corner 
from succeeding.  Since you don’t know 
how long your path is, you never know 
how close you are to your destination, 
and therefore you should never give up, 
believing you have failed.

Shortcuts are appealing because 
they offer the illusion of success with-
out effort.  Again, there is no such 
thing.  Shortcuts are in reality, pitfalls.  
Common shortcuts are cheating, steal-
ing, deception, profiting while causing 
harm, unethical behavior, taking advan-
tage of others, and illegal activities.

All of the above shortcuts will attract 
negative, rather than positive outcomes.  
There may be some very short-term 
gains, but the long-term journey of those 
choosing this path will be filled with 
undesirable consequences. 

Don’t look for shortcuts and don’t 
take them if offered.  Shortcuts have 
never worked for others, and they won’t 
work for you.  You will achieve your 
dreams if you are willing to take the 
journey.  Once you reach your goal, you 
will be glad you avoided shortcuts.

NOW AVAILABLE:  “Dare to Live 
Without Limits,” the book.  Visit www.
BryanGolden.com or your bookstore. 
Bryan is a management consultant, moti-
vational speaker, author, and adjunct 
professor. E-mail Bryan at bryan@col-
umnist.com or write him c/o this paper. 
©2024 Bryan Golden  H

Dare to Live Without Limits
by Bryan Golden

There are No Shortcuts

I was 28 years old when 
the U.S. Air Force sent me to 
Air University at Maxwell Air 
Force Base in Montgomery, 
Ala., to complete Chaplain 
Basic Training.

For three weeks, I sat 
elbow-to-elbow with other 
young chaplain wannabes.

On my left side sat the 
first of many chaplain 
priests I’d befriend.

Yet, almost from the 
beginning, Father Frank 
found me deeply disturbing 
on two levels.

First, he couldn’t believe I 
didn’t drink.

For the second problem, he 
suggested that “A good drink 
could fix your akathisia.”

‘What’s that?’ I asked.
“Akathisia describes a 

complete inability to sit still.”
Fortunately, within a few 

days, I was able to win Frank 
over without alcohol.

We shared a lot of laughs, 
giggling during lectures, 
passing notes and kicking 
each other under the table 
to keep quiet. I began to feel 
that Catholic priests would 
likely go to heaven, and he 
learned that even Baptist tee-
totalers could be fun.

However, my classmate to 
my right wasn’t as sociable. 
Bobby kept to himself, looking 
straight ahead, volunteering 
little more than his name and 
religious denomination.

Finally, a few days from 
the course completion during 
a lecture on grief, Bobby 
dropped a bomb.

“I know you probably 
think I’ve seemed detached 
these past several days.”

An acapella chorus of 
“No-duh” rippled through 
our student body.

“My mother died the day 
after we arrived.”

Suddenly, it became quite 
enough to hear a chaplain 
cuss, but I just said, “Ah, 
shoot.”

Our class stopped to say 
a prayer for Bobby. The 
course director offered him 
emergency leave, but Bobby 
refused, holding tight his 
military bearing.

After class, a few of us 
invited Bobby to a nearby 
bar. He declined, so we went 
without him. 

Inside the bar, we com-
miserated on Bobby’s behalf, 
noting how tragic it was to 
lose a family member while 
so far away from home.

After a few drinks, Frank 
slammed his hand on the 
table.

“Bobby didn’t trust us,” 
he said. “We sat shoul-
der-to-shoulder with him all 
month and he was locked up 
too tight to share with his 
clergy brothers.”

“Perhaps we could have 
helped him,”  sa id  one 
chaplain.

“How could we?” asked 
Frank. “He didn’t trust us to 
help him.”

“We could have carried his 
class assignments,” suggested 
one lieutenant. 

“I would have given him 
my phone card to call his 
family,” I said.

To each idea, Frank pushed 
back, “If only he had trusted 
us.”

The bar debate eventually 
found some resolve to reach 
out to Bobby again the next 
day.

“Try again.” Frank said.
A few years later, I saw 

Frank at a chaplain’s confer-
ence, just outside a Denver 
hotel.

“How you doing, Baptist?” 
he asked.

The word “fine” came to 

mind, but thinking of Bobby, 
I didn’t lie. I trusted Frank 
more than that.

“Not good.” I said as my 
tears splatted the confer-
ence-room carpet.

Many readers know the 
story I told Frank next.

A few months prior, I’d 
rushed to give solace at 
a mass shooting scene at 
Cleveland Elementary school 
in Stockton, Calif. I was the 
chaplain who told six par-
ents that their child had been 
killed.

I fell into the arms Frank 
extended. He held me and 
wouldn’t let go.

That night, he invited me to 
join him and two other priests 
at a local bar –the same oppor-
tunity he’d offered Bobby.

As we talked in that dark, 
private space, I sipped at my 
Pepsi, feeling a restoration 
budding in my soul.

During the next few hours, 
my priestly friends also told 
their stories of grief. They 
taught me that grief can’t stay 
in the dark. It must come out 
or it will never heal.

Why did I choose this week 
to tell you this story? Because 
my 90-year-old mother died 
a few weeks ago and I won’t 
keep that a secret.

She was the most wonder-
ful mother who taught me 
faith, laughter and love. I 
want you to know that I feel 
grief and so should you.

By the way, I finally did 
take Frank’s advice by accept-
ing his offer of a Colorado 
Bulldog. (It’s a White Russian 
cocktail, with added Pepsi.)

It was so delicious that 
I ordered two more that 
evening.

About midnight, when we 
stood to leave, the ceiling 
seemed a bit active.

“Don’t worry. We got 
you, Baptist.” Frank prom-
ised. And they did. They all 
walked me back to my room, 
arm in arm, like the brothers 
they’d become. 

Grieving Isn’t a Secret

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Governor Newsom Urges Schools 
to Restrict Cell Phones in the Classroom
Office of Governor 
Gavin Newsom 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - In 
a letter to California schools 
on Aug. 13, Governor Gavin 
Newsom called on every 
school district to restrict 
smartphone use in class-
rooms as the new academic 
year begins. In his letter, 
the Governor applauds dis-
tricts that have already 
implemented cell phone 
restrictions, like Los Angeles 
Unified, and reminded edu-
cation leaders of the mental 
health, scholastic, and social 
risks of cell phone use in 
classrooms.

In  2019 ,  Gove rno r 
Newsom signed AB 272 
(Muratsuchi) into law, which 
grants school districts the 
authority to regulate the 
use of smartphones during 
school hours. Building on 
that legislation, he is cur-
rently working with the 
California Legislature to fur-
ther limit student smartphone 
use on campuses. In June, 
the Governor announced 
efforts to restrict the use 
of smartphones during the 
school day.

A copy of the letter can be 
found below:

Dear School Leaders,
As we strive to create the 

best learning environment 
for all students this new aca-
demic year, I write today to 
raise an urgent issue that 
affects their well-being: 
the pervasive use of smart-
phones in schools.

Excessive smartphone 
use among youth is linked 
to  increased  anx ie ty, 
depression, and other men-
tal health issues. A recent 
Pew Research Center sur-
vey found that 72% of high 
school and 33% of middle 

school teachers report cell 
phone distractions as a 
major problem. Common 
Sense Media found that 
97% of students use their 
phones during the school 
day for a median of 43 min-
utes. Combined with the U.S. 
Surgeon General’s warn-
ing about the risks of social 
media, it is urgent to provide 
reasonable guardrails for 
smartphone use in schools.

As I  work with the 
Legislature to further limit 
student smartphone use on 
campus, there is no reason 
for schools to wait. In 2019, I 
signed AB 272 (Muratsuchi) 
into law, which grants school 
districts the authority to reg-
ulate the use of smartphones 
during school hours. This 
legislation was a crucial step 
in our efforts to minimize 
distractions and foster a 
more conducive environment 
for our students to learn. It 
is imperative that school dis-
tricts take full advantage of 
this law to address the grow-
ing concerns surrounding 
student well-being and aca-
demic performance.

Leveraging the tools of 
this law, I urge every school 
district to act now to restrict 
smartphone use on cam-
pus as we begin the new 

academic year. The evi-
dence is clear: reducing 
phone use in class leads to 
improved concentration, bet-
ter academic outcomes, and 
enhanced social interac-
tions. Schools and districts, 
including Santa Barbara 
Unified and Bullard High in 
Fresno, have seen positive 
impacts of limiting smart-
phones on campus, with 
some reporting higher test 
scores, grades, and student 
engagement, and less bul-
lying and damage to school 
facilities. I applaud these 
districts, and others like LA 
Unified, for their leadership.

Every classroom should 
be a place of focus, learn-
ing, and growth. Working 
together, educators, admin-
istrators, and parents can 
create an environment where 
students are fully engaged in 
their education, free from the 
distractions on the phones 
and pressures of social 
media.

Thank you for your con-
tinued dedication to our 
students and support in mak-
ing our schools the best they 
can be.

Sincerely,

Governor Gavin Newsom

Excessive smartphone use among youth is linked to increased 
anxiety, depression, and other mental health issues. Photo by 
RDNE Stock project via Pexels.com

Potential Water Losses Due to Climate 
Crisis, Actions to Boost Supplies

California Department of Water 
Resources News Release

CALIFORNIA (MPG) - On July 31, the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
released its final 2023 State Water Project 
(SWP) Delivery Capability Report, which 
presents a new and enhanced analysis of cur-
rent and future expectations for the State 
Water Project water supply if no new adap-
tation actions are taken. According to the 
report, State Water Project delivery capabil-
ity and reliability could be reduced as much 
as 23 percent in 20 years due to changing 
flow patterns and extreme weather shifts 
– underscoring the need for California to 
continue addressing the impacts of climate 
change and upgrading infrastructure.

A 23 percent decline would be equiv-
alent to about 496,000 acre-feet a year, 
enough to supply 1,736,000 homes for 
a year. This reinforces the serious need 
for California to boost water supplies to 
account for any State Water Project losses 
in the coming years, including the Delta 
Conveyance Project, Sites Reservoir, 
desalination projects, and more.

“The analysis released today underscores 
the need to modernize and upgrade our 
aging infrastructure so we can capture water 
supplies when it’s wet,” said Department of 
Water Resources Director Karla Nemeth. 

“The State Water Project service area 
amounts to the world’s eighth-largest econ-
omy and includes more than 8 million 
Californians living in disadvantaged com-
munities. Modernizing the State Water 
Project is critical to delivering on the 
human right to water in California.”

Built in 1960, the State Water Project 
spans more than 700 miles throughout 
California and consists of canals, dams, res-
ervoirs, pumping plants, and power plants 
that provide water to 27 million Californians 
and 750,000 acres of farmland. Several fac-
tors impact the State Water Project’s water 
delivery capability including California’s 
population, state legislation, environmental 
requirements, and potential changing climate 
resulting in varying hydrologic conditions.

“The SWP was designed for the climate 
of the 20th century when our precipitation 
fell as snow more reliably between October 
and May and we could capture that water 
effectively for future use,” said State Water 
Project Deputy Director John Yarbrough. 

“We need to continue to adapt and invest in 
the SWP, so that we can add flexibility and 
resilience for 21st century conditions and 
we can avoid these losses in reliability.”

The 2023 Delivery Capability Report 
introduces two new innovative approaches 
to characterize current climate change con-
ditions and emphasizes the uncertainty in 
future climate change projections. The first 
is an approach to account for changes in 
operations from the climate change that 
has already occurred. The second is an 
approach for developing a range of future 
climate scenarios. Both additions have 
undergone independent peer review and 
are considered significant improvements 
over previous methods.

The Delivery Capability Report is used 
widely both within and outside the State 
Water Project for water supply planning. 
The information in these reports is a key 
component of the drought planning done 
by the SWP and is fundamental to the 
drought planning done by the public water 
agencies that receive State Water Project 
and Central Valley Project water. The 
report provides the information needed 
by these agencies to develop and man-
age their own water supply portfolios 
and is an important input for Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Plans, Urban 
Water Management Plans, Agricultural 
Water Management Plans, and Integrated 
Regional Water Management Plans.

These decreases in the availability 
of surface water deliveries can lead to 
supply shortages, an increase in ground-
water demand, and reductions in available 
supplies to support groundwater replenish-
ment. The Department of Water Resources’ 
Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Office will use the information in the 
report to update its existing climate change 
data and guidance that many Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies used for their ini-
tial Plans. Similarly, the Department of 
Water Resources’ Water Use Efficiency 
Branch will be advising urban and agricul-
tural water agencies to update their water 
budget assumptions based on these new 
assessments.

For more information, view the report 
at  h t tps : / /da ta .cnra .ca .gov/datase t /
finaldcr2023/resource/92356681-957a-48ee-
97c4-529d25b9dbb2?utm_medium=e-
mail&utm_source=govdelivery. � 
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We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important
Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

Find out what’s 
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Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

CLEANING

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

PREGNANCY

PROPANE

HOME SERVICES
DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS
SIDING
ROOF
AUTO SERVICES
CAR WASH
CARPET
SEATS
WAX
UV PROTECTANT

Pressure Washing Services
License Number SPB12021-00112

Robert Beard
916-825-0999
DUDEPRESSURE@GMAIL.COM
DUDEPRESSURE.SIMDIF.COM

QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE

1690 N. Lincoln Street • Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385
houseoffloors@att.net • www.houseoffloors.org

Please call for a free in-home estimate!

ALBERTAZZI CONSTRUCTION INC

GENERAL CONTRACTING - CA LIC. #560820

Custom Renovations / Structural Work

(916) 257-5400 - Dixon since 1989

CONSTRUCTION

FLOORING

FOLLOW US
for Local News  

and much more!
Messenger Publishing Group 

                       Facebook: @MPG8dotcom
                     Twitter:  @MPG8dotcom

POWER WASHING

Sell Your Vehicle
in the Local Classifieds

916-773-1111

COMICS & PUZZLES
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
Worship and Children's Ministry at 10:30 am
Men's/Women's/Youth Wednesday's 6:30 pm

Food Pantry on Fridays 11am - 12pm
185 W. Cherry St. • Dixon • 707-678-5234

www.cornerstoneindixon.com

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fi skscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

& AUTO REPAIR

We pride ourselves on being  
your number one choice  

for tires and any auto repair. 
Let us earn your business. 
Make A Tire or Auto Repair 

Appointment Today!

Engaging Locals in Emergency 
Response 

of those as Fire Chief for Oakland, Santa 
Clara and Union City. They tag-team to 
teach elements of the preparedness cycle: 
plan, organize, train, exercise, evaluate 
and improve. The cycle is one element of 
a broader system to prevent, respond to, 
recover from, and mitigate against natural 
disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-
made disasters.

Teaching Preparedness
Simon explained to the group about 

“Cousins” –the five utilities that 
are grouped together underground: 
Electricity, natural gas, water, sewer, and 
communications. 

“Just like in your family, there are cous-
ins that don’t get along,” said Terrell. 

“Water and electricity, for example, gas 
and electrical, or water and sewer. When 
you have vulnerable equipment in the 
field, you need to replace it. You have to 
make sure where they are and take care of 
them,” he added.

“A controlled environment is the best 
time to train,” added Dixon Fire Chief 
Todd McNeal. 

“It’s not a good strategic or sustainable 
plan to learn in the middle of an emer-
gency or significant event.”

After lunch, tables were shifted into a 
giant square at the Dixon Fire Department 
to create an Emergency Operations Center 
with each table being a “command post.” 

The National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) guides all levels of gov-
ernment and provides for interoperability 
and compatibility among all responders. 
Students were asked which area they felt 
best able to work in.

Us ing  the  Na t iona l  Inc iden t 
Management System, which guides all 
levels of government, nongovernmen-
tal organizations, and the private sector to 
work together to prevent, protect against, 
mitigate, respond to and recover from 
incidents, leaders rolled out the black file 
cabinet kept for emergencies at most city 
fire, police departments, and government 
offices. 

“It is good to see how the water company 
can support our group contacts and in the 
next emergency, how we can work together,” 
said Jennifer Novelli of the Solano County 
Office of Emergency Services.

Mock Operations
Attendees donned orange vests and 

were given instructions to “wear the hat 
that fits you” and “stay in your own lane.” 
The first one on the scene begins by taking 
a minute to assess the situation and con-
sider “all sides of the box.” That person 
then calls the Supervisor and tells “what 
they got and what they need right now.”

In Emergency Mitigation, at first, one 
wears all the hats but will start giving the 
hats away to others.

The room began to buzz from the first 
‘cue,” a wildfire in Vacaville heading 
toward Dixon, then a large tanker truck 
that seemed to be leaking a dangerous 
chemical. The driver was feeling sick and 
there was concern about the spillage going 
into the storm drains. Several other emer-
gencies were eventually added. 

The newly trained team went to work, 
and quickly demonstrated the need to 
“choose your hat and stay in your lane” 
as multi-tasking could cause confusion or 
duplication in other areas.

Surprisingly, each area was able to 
prioritize, thus making greater speed 
for additional assistance from special-
ized workers, emergency vehicles to 
block off the area, alerts to hospitals to a 
Public Information Officer disseminat-
ing “Don’t drink the water” emergency 
notices to physical needs like generators, 
bottled water, radios, etc. Each emergency 
required its own set of responses and 
supplies.

“When I put on one of those nine hats, 
it was nice to know what other hats do,” 
said Rasna Suri, who had travelled from 
Bakersfield to attend.

“These classes helped me think out-
side the box and will help me get my team 
more ready [for emergencies.] We’ve been 
doing a lot of drills, and I would love my 
charge nurses to take these classes. They 
need to know this,” said Leslee Fowler, 
Trauma Coordinator from North Bay 
Hospital.

Last year, the 2024 Operations Rapid 
Response Teams (ORRT) conducted 23 boot 
camps across California and more volunteers 
are needed. If you are interested, contact 
McGovern, Community and Government 
Affairs Specialist, at (209) 715- 0252 or 
email smcgovern@calwater.com.� 

SMF Breaks Ground 
on Pedestrian Walkway

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - 
Sacramento International Airport (SMF) 
has broken ground for its new Pedestrian 
Walkway, a key project in the SMForward 
program. The Pedestrian Walkway will 
connect Terminal B to Concourse B via a 
skybridge with moving sidewalks, esca-
lators and elevators along a panoramic 
corridor. The walkway project is vital to 
supporting passenger growth well into the 
future.

The $140 million walkway will enhance 
passenger convenience and connectivity, 
offering travelers the ability to walk or ride 
the existing Automated People Mover. The 
project will feature three major pieces of 
art that represent a $2.5 million investment 
in public art. 

“This is the first project of our $1.3 
billion SMForward program and the culmi-
nation of years of planning and creativity,” 
said Cindy Nichol, Director of Sacramento 
County Department of Airports. 

“By transforming how people expe-
rience travel, we’re enhancing our 
community’s connection to the region 
and the world, boosting our economy and 
improving our quality of life.”

The project is funded by $33 mil-
lion in grant funds through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL, as well as a 
low-interest federal loan through the 
Transportation Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act (TIFIA) and airport reve-
nue bonds. Zero local tax dollars will be 
used to fund this important project.

The Airport has been breaking passenger 
records month after month, ending fiscal 
year 2024 with 13.2 million passengers 
served. 

"With passenger numbers on track to 

break records again this year, this project is 
essential to meeting the demands of today 
and tomorrow,” said District 2 Supervisor 
and Board Chair, Patrick Kennedy. 

“By expanding our airport’s capac-
ity and enhancing the passenger journey, 
Sacramento County’s Department of 
Airports is ensuring our region remains 
a top choice for travelers and businesses 
alike.”

“This walkway, with two sky bridges 
and a hub, is built with the future in mind,” 
said District 1 Supervisor, Phil Serna. 

“They will provide SMF’s passengers a 
flexible portal that can connect to a future 
concourse to meet our growing region’s 
need for air travel for decades to come.”

Following a competitive selection pro-
cess, Balfour Beatty was chosen to serve 
as the project’s Construction Manager at 
Risk (CMAR), a first for a major project in 
Sacramento County. 

The Construction Manager at Risk 
delivery method is beneficial because it 
allows for early collaboration between the 
Department, the project designer and the 
construction manager, leading to better 
project design and cost control. The project 
will be delivered through multiple progres-
sive guaranteed maximum price (PGMP) 
which reduces financial risk for the 
Department. The Construction Manager 
at Risk delivery method enhances project 
quality and efficiency through integrated 
project design and delivery and proactive 
risk management.

The Pedestrian Walkway is just the first 
step in a $1.3 billion plan to leverage trans-
formative partnerships, lead the way in 
creative financing solutions and deliver the 
future of SMF. Throughout the program’s 
projected duration, 800 jobs will be created 
in the first four years alone.� 

The new walkway will connect Terminal B to Concourse B. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County
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