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Landscape & Masonry MaterialsLandscape & Masonry Materials
• Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone • Compost 

• Garden Fertilizers  • Controls • Repellants 
• Grass Seed • Drainage Pipe • Fire Pits 

• Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite 
• Flagstone • Cobblestone • Palletized Stone 

• Wood Pellets  • Chimney Supplies 
• Concrete & Mason Sand

Concrete & Mortar Products 
• UniLock Pavers and Walls

2677 Broncos Highway, 2677 Broncos Highway, 
Nasonville, RINasonville, RI

((Former Roots & Shoots)Former Roots & Shoots)

401-766-7333401-766-7333
Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Delivery Available

Homeowners & Contractors Welcome!

How to recognize when it’s time to replace your windows
Windows are a major com-

ponent of  a home. Window in-
stallation professionals will tell 
homeowners that the average 
life span of  residential windows 
is between 15 and 30 years. Most 
well-maintained products can 
last 20 years, so homeowners 
who have windows approaching 
that age may want to schedule a 
window assessment and possible 
replacement.

Replacing windows is a job 
that requires advanced skill, and 
this is not a do-it-yourself  proj-
ect. There are many qualified 
professional window installation 
companies that will work with 
homeowners to measure, order 
and install windows that will fit 
with the style of  a home and 
local weather, all while providing 
features the homeowner desires.

For those wondering when to 
replace windows, Pella and Re-
newal by Andersen, two of  the 
premiere window manufacturers, 
offer these guidelines.

• Difficulty opening and clos-
ing windows. A window that does 
not operate as it should can ag-
gravate homeowners. If  windows 

are sticking shut or cannot be se-
curely closed, it’s probably time 
for something new.

• There’s apparent window 
damage. Accidents happen, and 
if  a rock is kicked up from a 
lawnmower and cracks a window 

or if  baseball practice has gone 
awry with an errant throw, win-
dows may require replacement.

• Drafts in the window are 
common. If  heating and cooling 
systems are working overtime, 
drafty, poorly insulated windows 

could be to blame. Various agen-
cies can perform energy effi-
ciency tests in a home. Windows 
that are determined to be the 
weak spots should be replaced.

• Dated windows are present 
in the home. Older windows may 

pose safety hazards, especially 
those in older homes. A larger 
window may be needed to com-
ply with fire safety codes allowing 
for window egress. Dated win-
dows also may simply look “old” 
and compromise the aesthetics 
of  a home.

• Outdoor noises are noticed 
quite readily. Newer windows 
can help reduce noise transmis-
sion. So those leaf  blowers, air-
planes, barking dogs, and kids 
playing basketball up the street 
won’t disturb homeowners as 
they try to enjoy some peace and 
quiet indoors.

• Fading indoors is noted. 
Windows that do not feature low-
emissivity (Low-E) glass coatings 
will not block UV rays. Those 
rays can cause fading to wood 
floors and furniture or pretty 
much anything the sunlight 
touches. Replacing existing win-
dows with Low-E coating alter-
natives can safeguard belongings 
and improve window efficiency.

Finally, window replacement 
may be necessary when existing 
windows are showing signs of  
aging or damage. 

Build your gift list for DIY enthusiasts 
Rising prices have pushed 

people to look for new ways to 
save money. The do-it-yourself  
approach to home repairs has 
long been seen as a potential av-
enue to save money, and holiday 
shoppers can consider DIY when 
shopping for loved ones this year.

A recent survey by the re-
modeling company Allstar 
Home reported that 70 percent 
of  Americans have recently en-
gaged in DIY home improve-

ment projects. Similarly, a new 
Ipsos poll conducted on behalf  
of  the DIY Network found that 
73 percent of  Canadian home-
owners have done a renovation 
project themselves in the past. 
With so many homeowners tack-
ling projects around the home on 
their own, DIY-related products 
may be just what’s needed to 
hammer down the perfect gift. 
The following are some potential 
home improvement presents for 

DIY enthusiasts.
• Magnetic wristband: Keep-

ing items close at hand takes 
on new meaning when one 
utilizes a magnetic wristband. 
The BinyaTools Magnetic 
Wristband is just one of  the 
versions of  this handy tool 
that’s ideal for wrangling 
screws, nails, washers, and 
any other ferrous items. It’s 
also a great option for crafters 
and jewelry makers.

• Painting essentials kit: Paint-
ing is an easy and effective 
way to transform a room. For 
those DIYers who have yet to 
compile all of  their painting 
gear, local home improve-
ment retailers often package 
kits that include a dropcloth, 
assorted roller sizes, brushes, a 
paint tray, and even painter’s 
tape to get started on projects.

• Rolling work bench: People 
serious about projects will 
need a place to store all the 
tools they have collected. A 
rolling work bench, such as 
the Gladiator nine-drawer 
work bench, has drawers to 
store tools and a wooden top 
on which smaller tasks can be 
tackled. Roll it where needed.

• Hearing protection: Drills, 
sanders and other power tools 
can be noisy. DIYers will want 
to protect their hearing, and a 
set of  workshop earmuffs can 
be a thoughtful gift. Some, 
like the 3M WorkTunes head-
phones, even come with Blue-
tooth technology to offer both 
hearing protection and the 

ability to listen to tunes while 
working.

• Headlamp: DIYers need both 
hands to tackle jobs effec-
tively, which can make hold-
ing a flashlight to illuminate 
the area challenging. Hands-
free lighting is possible with 
an LED headlamp. The light 
is easily focused where the 
user is looking.

• Laser measuring tape: A 
smart measuring tape utilizes 
a laser to increase measuring 
size, calculate distances and 
ensure that every home im-
provement project lines up.

• Sawhorse: DIYers working on 
large projects can benefit from 
an adjustable saw horse to 
support materials and ensure 
safer cuts. The ToughBuilt 
C700 is an option to consider 
since it has support pegs that 
fold out of  the legs to allow for 
greater ease of  use.
The list of  gifts for DIYers 

is endless. Tools and additional 
gear can help people nail holiday 
shopping this year. 
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AFFORDABLE PLUMBING
Valley Plumbing

using old 2000 prices!

• PLUMBING
• GAS FITTING
• WATER HEATERS
•REPAIRS

BIG OR SMALL,
WE DO IT ALL...

10% Discount
for Veterans, Seniors & Disabled People

We Do Any Type Of Plumbing Job!!

Richard J. Wunschel

508-234-3649
30 Lackey Dam Road

Sutton, MA  01590
MASTER PLUMBER LIC. NO. 9216

 Take

$50.00 OFF
1st Job for Plumbing*

$50
OFF

$50
OFFKEEP THIS COUPON

NO EXPIRATION

ONE COUPON PER HOUSEHOLD
*Discount taken when 

job is completed

YOU BUY Supplies…We’ll Install!
WE BUY Supplies…We’ll Install!

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Available March 1
Store front in Uxbridge, MA

Great location for hair salon or office.
Easy access off Route 146.

Space is 20x40, newly painted,
plumbed for salon, new flooring. 

$1500.00 per month.

Call 401-692-0780 
for more information

8 steps to a more functional kitchen
A kitchen is often the most 

utilized room in a house. Meals 
may be prepared, cooked and 
often eaten in kitchens, and 
the room is often utilized as a 
homework spot or a makeshift 
place to pay bills and stay on 
top of  household needs. By en-
hancing the organization and 
functionality of  the kitchen, 
homeowners can enjoy these 
popular spaces even more.

Homeowners have increased 
their spending on home im-
provements in recent years. 
According to the Joint Center 
for Housing Studies of  Har-
vard University, project spend-
ing rose to $472 billion in 2022 
from $328 billion in 2019. It was 
estimated consumers will have 
spent $485 billion by the end 
of  2023. Kitchen renovations 
were the most popular upgrade 
and accounted for the highest 
budgets in 2021, according to 
Houzz. When the time comes 
to renovate a kitchen, home-
owners can take steps to make 
these spaces more organized 
and therefore functional. Here 
are eight tips to creating a more 
functional kitchen. 

1. Increase storage, and 
then invest in more. Make the 
most of  corner cabinets and 
other potential dead spots in a 
kitchen. Various products can 
be used to organize awkwardly 
angled or shaped areas. Kitchen 
designers also can work with 
you to reconfigure cabinets and 

kitchen layouts.
2. Organize utensils and 

dishes around the sink/dish-
washer. Rather than travers-
ing the kitchen to put clean 
dishes away, make loading and 
unloading the dishwasher that 
much easier by locating com-
monly used items next to and 
above it. Similarly, place fre-
quently used saucepans, baking 
dishes and other items near the 
oven or food preparation area.

3. Utilize drawer and cabinet 

organizers. Make a place for 
everything in the kitchen. Take 
out all items and see what you 
need and use all the time. Then 
coordinate storage around 
those items so everything fits 
perfectly. Pull-out shelves and 
Lazy Susans also can facilitate 
access.

4. Add shelves to cabinets. 
If  you can afford to have a cus-
tom-built kitchen, by all means 
design cabinets according to 
preference. If  you’re using stan-
dard cabinets, you may have to 
reconfigure shelves and spacing 
to fit the items you have. This 
also will help you maximize 

cabinet space.
5. Organize the garbage. 

Have a pull-out drawer or cabi-
net to store trash bins. Separate 
compost, trash and recycling 
needs.

6. Create continuity in 
the room. Many open con-
cept homes will have kitchens 
open up to another room in 
the home. Mirror the design 
scheme from elsewhere in the 
house, and make sure that the 
flow between spaces is not ob-
structed.

7. Create a beverage station. 
A beverage station can mini-
mize the time needed to make 
a cup of  tea or coffee or for the 
kids to grab juice or chocolate 
milk. 

8. Have a workspace in the 
kitchen. Whether paying bills, 
making a grocery list or leav-
ing notes for the family, a dedi-
cated workspace can add more 
function to the room. Be sure 
there is task lighting nearby and 
ample overhead lighting to en-
sure that all kitchen needs are 
illuminated properly.

A more functional kitchen 
can make this already popular 
space even more so. 
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4,500 
SEASONED CORDS IN STOCK!

Did you know?
Homeowners with an eye on home improvement 

projects should know that kitchens and bathrooms 
tend to be the most costly rooms to renovate. An af-
filiate of the National Kitchen and Bath Association 
told Architectural Digest in 2023 that kitchens and 
bathrooms require the most labor-intensive reno-
vations, which contributes significantly to the high 
costs of such projects. Labor is indeed a significant 
cost when renovating a home, as the Construction 
Labor Market Analyzer indicates labor cost percent-
ages in construction are between 20 and 40 percent 
of the total budget of a given project. The final cost 
of any renovation project will depend on a host of 
variables unique to each home, including the square 
footage of the room being remodeled and the ma-
terials homeowners choose. However, homeowners 
looking for less costly renovations may want to con-
sider revamping their dining rooms and closets, each 
of which are projects that can make a difference and 
tend to require a less significant financial commit-
ment than projects like kitchen and bath remodels. 

Tips when hiring a contractor 
Contractors perform im-

portant work for millions of  
homeowners every day. Home 
improvement projects are com-
plicated undertakings, and the 
experience of  skilled contractors 
can ensure jobs are completed 
on time and within homeown-
ers’ budgets.

Homeowners have undoubt-
edly heard horror stories from 
neighbors about projects that 
have gone awry. Projects can go 
sideways for a number of  rea-
sons, but a skilled contractor can 
help homeowners navigate such 
situations successfully. That un-
derscores how important it can 
be to find the right professional 
for the job. The following are 
some tips homeowners can con-
sider as they look to hire a con-
tractor.

• Identify which professional 
you need. Some contractors 
are of  the jack-of-all-trades 
variety, but many specialize in 
a particular line of  work. It’s 
important that homeowners 
identify which type of  con-
tractor they should work with 
prior to starting a project. 

This requires homeowners to 
define the goal of  the project 
(i.e., new wood floor instal-
lation), which can serve as a 
springboard into finding the 
right type of  contractor.

• Prioritize building safety. 
Safety should be the utmost 
priority for homeowners and 
contractors alike. Prior to 
hiring a contractor, home-
owners should identify any 
safety restrictions that might 
be enforced by local govern-
ments and take note of  all the 
permits necessary to get a job 
done. Homeowners can then 
discuss those restrictions and 
permits as they interview con-
tractors. Projects that do not 
adhere to code are illegal and 
can compromise homeown-
ers’ ability to sell their homes 
in the future. So it’s vital to 
work with contractors who 
are familiar with local codes 
and aware of  which permits 
are necessary to ensure a proj-
ect can go forward.

• Insist on written estimates. 
Handshake agreements offer 
no protection to homeowners 

or contractors, so estimates 
indicating what will be done 
and how much the project 
will cost should be provided. 
Homeowners should insist on 

receiving written estimates 
and interpret an unwilling-
ness to provide one as a sig-
nificant red flag.

• Know your rights. Laws vary 

by region, but in general 
homeowners have a right to a 
written contract and contrac-
tors are obligated to provide a 
copy of  that contract signed 

by both parties. That contract 
must be provided prior to 
the start of  the project. The 
contract should provide a 
detailed account of  the work 
that will be done, as well as 
a timeline indicating impor-
tant dates that components 
of  the project will begin and 
be completed. The contract 
also should detail materials 
and who is providing them. 
Details regarding payments, 

guarantees and warranties 
also should be cited.

• Do not pay in cash. Some 
contractors may suggest that 
the project will cost less if  

they’re paid in cash. How-
ever, home improvements 
should never be cash transac-
tions. Cash does not indicate 
proof  of  payment, which can 
be problematic if  a dispute 
arises. 
Contractors help homeown-

ers turn dream projects into re-
ality. Homeowners can employ 
various strategies to ensure they 
find the right professional for 
their home improvement project.  
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork 

Roofing • Insulation • Decking • Rail Systems 
Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • Hardware
Home Goods • Lawn & Garden • Propane

124 Main Street
Millbury, MA

(508) 865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon
cslumberco.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1952

How DIY can be bad for homeowners’ bottom lines
Homeowners know it can be 

tempting to go the do-it-your-
self  (DIY) route when starting 
a home improvement project. 
Home repairs and renovations 
can be costly, and the notion of  
saving money on such projects 
compels many homeowners to 
try their hand at home improve-
ments. However, the DIY ap-
proach can be costly as well, and 
if  things go awry, homeowners 
may end up with empty pockets 
and unfinished projects.

Online tutorials and adver-
tisements for home improvement 
retailers can make DIY seem 
like a snap. However, there are 
potential pitfalls to consider that 
could make the ostensibly less ex-
pensive DIY route far more det-
rimental to the bottom line than 
homeowners may recognize.

• Permits: Permits ensure work 
is done in accordance with 
local codes, which are de-
signed to ensure the safety of  
residents and their neighbors. 
Licensed contractors know 
which permits are necessary 
for projects they’re hired to 

work on, and many even 
procure permits for their cli-
ents (homeowners are urged 
to read estimates and 
contracts to determine 
who will be respon-
sible for acquiring the 
appropriate permits). 
DIYers may not know 
about local permits, 
and therefore go ahead 
with projects without 
procuring any. That 
can be harmful in the 
short- and long-term. 
In the short-term, a 
failure to procure the 
appropriate permits 
can make a home less 
safe and potentially 
lead to costly fines and 
necessitate a complete 
do-over of  the proj-
ect. In the long-term, 
homeowners who did not se-
cure the appropriate permits 
may not be given a certificate 
of  occupancy (CO) when put-
ting their homes on the mar-
ket, which can make it very 
difficult to sell the home.

• Ancillary costs: The ancil-
lary costs of  DIY are not 
often noted in online tutori-

als. However, such costs can 
dramatically increase the 
amount of  money DIYers 
shell out in order to complete 
projects on their own. Ancil-
lary costs include but are not 
limited to the price of  tools 
and equipment; disposal fees 

for materials that will need 
to be discarded; and the cost 
of  permits. These costs are 

often included in estimates 
provided by contractors, but 
they’re easily overlooked by 
novice DIYers. 

• Repairs: Even experienced 
contractors make mistakes, so 
DIYers, particularly novices, 

can anticipate making a few 
errors along the way. Minor 
mistakes may not prove too 
costly, but more significant 
mishaps can quickly negate 
any cost savings associated 
with DIY renovations. The 
cost to fix DIY mistakes var-
ies depending on the project, 
but a 2019 survey from Porch.
com found that the average 
DIY mistake cost homeown-
ers $310 and added five and a 
half  hours to the overall time 
spent to complete a project. 
It’s worth noting the Porch.
com survey was conducted 
prior to the dramatic increase 
in materials costs related to 
inflation in recent years. So 
it’s reasonable to assume that 
fixing DIY mistakes in 2024 
could end up costing consid-
erably more than a few hun-
dred dollars.
Before diving into DIY, home-

owners may want to consider the 
real costs associated with forgo-
ing professional experience in 
the potentially misplaced hopes 
of  saving a few dollars.  
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CALL NOW TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT

SALE

*

*Sale does not include shutters or Lutron products

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Renovations that help sell homes 
The adage “there’s a lid for 

every pot” suggests that, even in 
relation to the real estate mar-
ket, there’s bound to be a buyer 
for every home on the market. 
Price is a significant variable in 
the minds of  potential buyers, 
but there are additional factors 
that can affect the impression 
people get of  a given home.

Certain home features can 
tip the scales in favor of  sellers. 
In fact, various renovations can 
help sell homes more readily. 
And these renovations need not 
cost a fortune. Putting a home 
on the market can be stressful, 
but these renovations may help 

it sell fast.
• A fresh coat of  paint: Al-

though painting is relatively in-
expensive and a job that some 
do-it-yourselfers can tackle, it’s 
not a task relished by many. 
Painting is messy, it takes time, 
and requires moving furniture. 
In fact, prepping a room for 
painting often is the toughest 
component of  any painting 
job. But fresh coats of  paint 
can create a strong first impres-
sion. Choose a neutral color 
and get painting. Jennie Nor-
ris, chairwoman for the Inter-
national Association of  Home 
Staging Professionals, says gray 

is a “safe” color that has been 
trending in recent years.

• Minor bathroom remodel: 
Remove dated wall coverings, 
replace fixtures, consider re-
glazing or replacing an old tub, 
and swap old shower doors 
for fast fixes in a bathroom. If  
there’s more room in the bud-
get, replacing a tub, tile sur-
round, floor, toilet, sink, vanity, 
and fixtures can cost roughly 
$10,500, says HGTV. You’ll 
recoup an average of  $10,700 
at resale, making a minor bath-
room remodel a potentially 
worthy investment.

• Redone kitchen: The 

kitchen tends to be the hub of  
a home. This room gets the 
most usage and attention of  
any space, and it’s a great place 
to focus your remodeling atten-
tion. The National Association 
of  the Remodeling Industry es-
timates that homeowners can 
recover up to 52 percent of  
the cost of  a kitchen upgrade 
upon selling a home. Buyers 
want a functional and updated 
kitchen. Trending features in-
clude drawer-style microwaves 
and dishwashers, commercial 
ranges, hidden outlets, and 
even wine refrigerators.

• Updated heating and cool-
ing system: Better Homes and 
Gardens reports that home-
owners may be able to recoup 
85 percent of  the cost of  new 
HVAC systems when they sell 
their homes. Heating, cooling 
and ventilation components 
are vital to maintain. You don’t 

want buyers to be taken aback 
by an older system, and many 
millennial buyers are not will-
ing to overlook old mechanical 
systems.

• Fresh landscaping: A 
home’s exterior is the first thing 
buyers will see. If  they pull up 
to a home with eye-catching 
landscaping and outdoor areas 
that are attractive yet func-
tional, they’re more likely to 
be intrigued. Often buyers will 
equate a home that features an 
impressive exterior with upkeep 
inside as well. The American 
Nursery Landscape Association 
says the average homeowner 
may spend $3,500 for landscap-
ing.

Improving a home’s chances 
to sell quickly and at a higher 
price often comes down to mak-
ing smart improvements that 
catch the eyes of  buyers. 
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Make a dining room more elegant for entertaining 
The kitchen may be the heart 

of  a home, but when it comes to 
entertaining, a dining room — if  
one is present in a house — tends 
to be the prime gathering spot for 
meals. 

Dining rooms may not be 
top on the list of  spaces to reno-
vate, as they tend to be used in-
frequently. But a dining room 
makeover may still be a worthy 
endeavor. Here are some simple 
ways to make the dining room 
more elegant and functional.

• Clear out the clutter. The 
first step toward improving a 
dining room eating area is to 
remove any extraneous items 
from the space. If  the dining 
room table is not used very 
often, it likely has become a 
catch-all for other items, such 

as bills, newspapers or kids’ 
homework. Rather than using 
the dining space as a make-
shift office or homework sta-
tion, invest in a rolling cart to 
store those papers and other 
items. Simply roll it into a 
closet or another room when 
it’s time to host a party.

• Hang a statement light. Few 
decorative items add as much 
drama and ambiance to a 
dining space as a new over-
head light. People hear chan-
delier and think a bejeweled 
or crystal design. But vari-
ous chandelier styles can fit 
the aesthetic of  a home. The 
light will be a focal point and 
instantly make the dining area 
more elegant. Install the light 
on a dimmer to adjust the il-

lumination as needed to set 
the mood.

• Invest in new linens. Purchase 
coordinating table linens that 
will be used for special occa-
sions. A decorative table cloth 

or table runner coupled with 
cloth napkins and placemats 
helps to set the scene of  the 
dinner party.

• Add a piece of  artwork. Many 
modern homeowners have es-

chewed the China cabinet that 
once was standard in dining 
rooms. Rather than a bulky 
piece of  furniture, a large piece 
of  statement-making artwork 
or framed photos over a more 
minimalistic buffet table or 
small service bar is preferable. 
Choose artwork that comple-
ments the colors in the space.

• Include a centerpiece. Cen-
terpieces add sophistication 
to the table and tie into the 
event. Floral arrangements, a 
bowl or basket of  fruit, pine 
cones or greens from out-
doors, or collectibles like shells 
in a tall canister can serve as 
centerpieces. 
There are many simple ways 

to dress up dining spaces and 
make them more elegant. 

Some hidden costs of DIY
The home renovation industry 

is booming, and that’s reflected 
in the cost to upgrade a home. 
Home Guide says remodeling a 
kitchen costs $25,000 on average, 
and a bathroom renovation runs 
around $10,000. Though rates 
fluctuate depending on a host of  
variables, renovations can cost 
$15 to $60 per square foot de-
pending on the project. 

The average homeowner 
wants to save as much money as 
possible when renovating their 
home. Many think doing much of  
the work themselves is the easiest 
way to keep costs low. What some 
homeowners may not realize is 
that DIY can be costly and prove 
a big hassle in the long run. The 
following are some hidden costs 
of  DIY and renovating in general.
Time

DIY projects are a major 
drain on free time. Homeowners 
taking the DIY route typically 
work on weekends or after work. 
Few people can take off and de-
vote their undivided attention 
to a remodel like a contractor 
can. Time is a valuable resource 
that is not renewable. Therefore, 
think of  a DIY project in terms 
of  what it would equal in lost 
wages. Because homeowners are 
not professionals, a DIY proj-
ect may take double the time it 
would take a contractor. It may 
be worth it to simply hire it out.
Mistakes

Many resources are available 

to help DIY enthusiasts work 
on a project, but there are still 
tricks and techniques learned 
after years on the job. DIYers 
may damage their homes by tak-
ing shortcuts or not understand-
ing how to do a job properly. A 
plumbing mistake, for example, 
may lead to flooding that dam-
ages another room in the home. 
And such mistakes may not be 
covered by homeowners insur-
ance policies.
Fines

Permits are required for many 
home improvement projects. For-
getting to obtain permits or not 
realizing one may be necessary 
could subject you to hefty fines 
and/or force the job to be redone 
so it’s up to code. Professionals 
likely know the rules regarding 
permits and often include the 
cost of  acquiring permits in an 
estimate.
Remediation

It’s only after opening up walls 
or removing floors that you may 
discover issues you did not antici-
pate, such as termite damage or 
mold. These unforseen factors 
can drive up the overall costs of  
a project.
Disposal

Removing old building ma-
terials or gutting a room is part 
of  many renovations. Chances 
are this refuse simply cannot be 
left at the curb for trash pickup. 
As a DIYer, you may not factor 
the costs for a dumpster or the 

time and money required to haul 
debris to a recycling or landfill 
center.
Tools

DIYers may have to purchase 

tools as they engage in new proj-
ects. These expenses can add up 
and negate the savings of  doing 
some of  the work yourself.

DIY projects may initially 
seem like a way to save money, 

but weekend warriors should 
calculate the hidden costs asso-
ciated with DIY renovations be-
fore deciding to do some work 
on their own. 
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Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!! 375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 
5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

Please visit our website for ideas on your upcoming fence project

PVC Vinyl - 100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: 

Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

FALL IS UPON US!
CHAIN LINK

Galvanized and Vinyl Coated

Custom Cedar GatesOrnamental Aluminum/Steel

COMPLETE LINE OF RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL FENCING

FENCING MATERIALS 
Available for the Do-It Yourself Install

We have been your official 
Eastern Illusions Dealer 

since 2005

Complete Life Of Residential & Commercial Fencing
375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

“Fencing materials 
always available for 

sale for the Do-It 
Yourself Install.”

Custom Cedar
Galvanized & Vinyl Coated 
Chain Link • Ornamental 

Aluminum & Steel
Please visit our website at nsfenceri.com 
for ideas on your upcoming fence project

100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

NOW OPEN
FOR THE

2016 SEASON
Get a Head Start on Your 
SpriNg prOjEct
Call to schedule an appointment. 
Visit our Webster for great deals!
www.nsfenceri.com

Professional Service & Installation

Improving storage in common areas 
Increasing storage capabilities 

at home is a popular goal among 
many homeowners and renters. 
Despite how much space a person 
may have at home, there’s often a 
desire to have more or maximize 
the areas that are there. Accord-
ing to the Self-Storage Almanac, 
there are an estimated 51,206 
storage facilities operating in 
the United States today, and MJ 
Partners Self-Storage Update 
says 11.1 percent of  households 
currently rent at self-storage fa-
cilities. IBISWorld indicates the 
Canadian self-storage industry 
has grown at an average annual 
rate of  3.1 percent over the last 
five years.

People often turn to external 
storage facilities to house their 
belongings when space is at a 
premium at home. Others may 
focus their organization energy 
on closets, garages and base-
ments to free up room. But com-
mon areas around the home also 
can provide additional sources 
of  storage. Common areas are 
locations where people come to-
gether for activities.

Living room/family room
Living rooms and family 

rooms are areas of  the home 
where people spend many hours. 
These tend to be multifunctional 
spaces where people entertain, 

lounge and even enjoy movies or 
gaming. Possibilities in these liv-
ing spaces that can create extra 
storage include furniture that 

serves double-duty. For example, 
a storage ottoman adds decora-
tive appeal but also can be filled 
with board games or books. Cab-
inet-style TV stands may not be 
as streamlined as mounted ver-
sions, but they’re ideal places to 
stash games, remote controls and 
other accessories.

Entryway
An entryway or mudroom 

can quickly succumb to clutter. 
When organizing such a space, 
think about the needs of  the 
household. A storage bench will 
be a place where everyone can 
sit to put on shoes, and then stow 
footwear underneath when not 
in use. A wall-mounted rack can 
hold the current season’s jackets 
or sweaters, as well as purses or 

backpacks for easy access. A shelf  
with some hooks can store keys 
or hold a basket to store the daily 
mail.

Hallway and closet
Closet organization systems 

can be the unsung heroes in clos-
ets utilized by multiple members 
of  the family. These customize-
able components can be sized 
accordingly for the space, and 
then configured as needed with a 
balance of  shelves and hanging 
racks. An out-of-the way nook or 
long hallway can be enhanced 
with a bookshelf  to hold photo 
albums or that library that only 
continues to grow as new reading 
material is acquired.

Homeowners can make com-
mon areas more functional with 
the addition of  storage.  

Shedding some light on 
home solar

Consumers shopping around 
for home improvement projects 
may be leaning toward overhauls 
that can reduce energy consump-
tion and save them money in the 
long run. This is a driving fac-
tor behind a growing number of  
homeowners investigating solar 
energy for their residences.

How does solar power 
work? Solar power harnesses 
the sun’s energy and converts it 
into electricity that can be used in 
homes. Many people are familiar 
with photovoltaics (PV), which are 
the panels that absorb sunlight 
and create an electric field across 
their layers. Another solar technol-
ogy, known as concentrating solar 
power, is primarily used in large 
power plants and is not appropri-
ate for residential use, according to 
Energy.gov.

According to the Office of  
Energy Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy, hundreds of  thousands 
of  solar panels have been put in 
use across the United States since 
2008 .

Costs associated with 
solar: The upfront expense of  
solar panels is significant, cost-
ing anywhere from $10,000 to 
$14,000 for initial installation. 
However, comparatively speaking, 
homeowners can spend $1,500 
or more per year on electricity, so 

solar panels will pay for themselves 
over time. Keep in mind that costs 
may vary depending on energy 
needs and how many panels will 
be required to service the system. 

How much electricity can I 
expect? The Federal Trade Com-
mission’s Consumer Advice says 
that the amount of  power gener-
ated from a solar energy system 
depends on a few factors:

1. The average number of  
hours of  direct, unshaded sunlight 
your roof  gets each year;

2. The pitch (angle), age and 
condition of  your roof, and the 
compass direction it faces;

3. The size and strength of  your 
system; and 

4. Environmental factors such 
as snow, dust or shade that may 
cover the system.

Save even more money: 
Consumers can contact their util-
ity companies to find out if  they 
provide homeowners who produce 
solar power with “net metering.” 
This program pays the home-
owner money or gives credit for 
excess power the system produces 
and returns to the electric grid. In-
dividuals also may be eligible for 
energy tax credits or other benefits. 

Homeowners may find it 
worthwhile to explore solar energy, 
particularly if  they consume a high 
amount of  electricity.   
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Garages                   Additions                   Modular Homes              In-Law ApartmentsGarages                   Additions                   Modular Homes              In-Law Apartments

•Building Plans•Building Plans
•Excavation and Backfill •Excavation and Backfill 
  with Existing Material  with Existing Material
•Foundation with 4’ Frost •Foundation with 4’ Frost 
  Wall Footings  Wall Footings
•4” Wire Mesh Reinforced •4” Wire Mesh Reinforced 
  Concrete Floor  Concrete Floor
•2” x 6” Construction•2” x 6” Construction
•Plywood Roof and OSB •Plywood Roof and OSB 
  Wall Sheathing  Wall Sheathing
•2 Double Hung Windows•2 Double Hung Windows
•Vinyl Siding•Vinyl Siding
•2 - 9’ x 7’ Overhead Garage•2 - 9’ x 7’ Overhead Garage
   Doors   Doors
•30 Year Architectural Shingles•30 Year Architectural Shingles

STANDARD GARAGE STANDARD GARAGE 
PACKAGES INCLUDE:PACKAGES INCLUDE:

CALL 
CALL TODAY

TODAYFOR A FREE
FOR A FREEESTIMATE
ESTIMATE

WWW.GBIAVIS.COM
(508) 476-1500

How to make a home more cozy
The meaning of  the term 

“cozy” varies as it pertains to 
home decor. For some, cozy may 
mean intimate spaces with lots 
of  quilts and throws. For others, 
cozy could indicate bright and 
airy spaces enhanced by plenty 
of  fresh foliage. 

Regardless of  how they define 
cozy, homeowners typically want 
their homes to be inviting and 
comfortable. With that in mind, 
the following are some ways to 
impart a cozy vibe to any living 
space. 

• Make use of  a fireplace. 
Flames lapping wood (or faux 
wood in the event of  gas-
powered fireplaces) can put 
anyone in a tranquil state of  
mind. Fireplaces add instant 
ambiance and make great 
places for people to congre-
gate and engage in conversa-
tion. During warmer months 
when the fire isn’t blazing, 
decorative candles can be lit 
to mimic the same feel.

• Add texture in the design. 
Texture can be anything from 
a raised pattern on wallpaper 

to a knotty area rug to a mo-
saic piece of  artwork. A home 
with texture tends to create 
cozier impressions than one 
with all sleek and smooth sur-
faces.

• Enjoy a soft rug. Al-
though many design 
experts say hardwood 
floors or laminate op-
tions are easier for al-
lergies and keeping a 
home clean, a soft rug 
underfoot can be wel-
coming. Rather than 
wall-to-wall carpeting, 
place area rugs in spots 
that can use some co-
zying up, such as be-
neath beds and even 
under the dining table.

• Light candles. The 
warm, flickering light 
of  candles adds cozy 
vibes in spades. Ac-
cording to The Spruce and 
Paula Boston, a visual mer-
chandiser for Festive Lights, 
candles can be used through-
out a home to create instant 
atmosphere. Exercise caution 

with candles and fully extin-
guish them before retiring for 
the evening.

• Update bedding for the sea-
son. Crisp and light cotton 
and linen are cozy materials 

when the weather is warm. 
But when the temperature 
starts to dip, flannel or jersey 
bedding makes a bed that 
much more inviting, says Real 
Simple. 

• Invest in lots of  pillows. Pil-
lows can instantly make a spot 
more cozy, whether it’s the liv-
ing room sofa or an outdoor 
lounging nook. Look for ma-
terials that are durable for the 

space in which they’re being 
used.

• Think about warm lighting. 
The transition from incan-
descent light bulbs to halogen 
and LED is beneficial from 

an environmental standpoint. 
However, LEDs illuminate 
with a more stark, blue light 
that can seem clinical in 
home spaces. Look for bulbs 
where the “temperature” can 

be customized. The more 
the color spectrum leans 
toward warm light, the 
more cozy a space will 
feel. This can be enhanced 
by putting some lights on 
dimmer switches, and ton-
ing down the brightness as 
needed.
• Install a bookshelf. Even 
for those who are strict 
devotees of  e-readers, a 
shelf  full of  actual books 
interspersed with some 
well-placed knickknacks 
can make a room feel 
more cozy. Books add tex-
ture, the feel of  hallowed 
halls and libraries, and vi-
sual appeal.

Making a home more cozy 
doesn’t have to be complicated. 
A few easy modifications can im-
prove interior spaces.  
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We’ve been a Family We’ve been a Family 
Business Business for over for over 7575 Years! Years!
...And We Plan On Many More!!...And We Plan On Many More!!
FULL HEATING SYSTEM SERVICE & INSTALLATION
BUDGET PLANS • HEAT PUMPS • ON & OFF ROAD DIESEL
SR. & MILITARY DISCOUNT • OIL TANK INSTALLATION & REMOVAL 

“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE PREVAIL”

Since 1948Since 1948

(508) 234-7002   Northbridge, M A       (508) 234-5193

•Fall Clean-Ups   
•Irrigation  

•Winterization
•Walls & Walkways

508-839-7354 
508-769-3273 cell
Jamey yaylaian

How to compare contractors’ bids 
Home renovation projects 

are significant undertakings. It is 
common for homeowners who 
may not have the time nor the 
expertise to do the work them-
selves to call in professionals to 
tackle these jobs.

According to the home im-
provement resource HomeGuide.
com, for a bathroom remodel, 
which is one of  the more popu-
lar improvement projects, instal-
lation and labor accounts for 10 
to 25 percent of  the total project 
cost. In general, many contrac-
tors pay themselves $300 to $500 
for an hourly rate, while helpers 
may make $150 per hour. 

Materials used account for the 
other components of  an overall 
project cost. Homeowners ne-
gotiate the best rates possible by 
obtaining a number of  bids from 
contractors, spelling out both 
labor and material costs and 
determining their best option. 
Here’s how to compare bids.

Check as many reviews as 
possible

Go online, ask friends for rec-
ommendations, or rely on the 
Better Business Bureau to find 
reliable contractors. A contractor 
who seems too good to be true 
will not necessarily be so, but it’s 
still best to vet each professional 
thoroughly prior to signing a 

contract.

Cost basis vs bid basis
Certain contractors will pro-

duce an estimate based on the 
best guess of  the  cost of  supplies 
then add on a flat fee or per-
centage for their services. This 
is called a cost basis bid. Others 
will create a bid that includes 
all their anticipated supply and 
labor costs, known as a bid basis 
bid. Know what you’re getting 
to make the most accurate com-
parison.

Create a master itemized 
checklist

It’s easy to explain the project 
differently from one contractor to 
another when doing so verbally. 
That may result in a different 
plan and price. Rather, make a 
checklist of  what you want done 
and have several copies to give 
to the contractors with whom 
you meet. This makes it easier to 
compare costs line by line.

Have specific materials in 
mind

Make sure bids are based on 
the same materials and tasks. For 
example, if  you’re comparing 
window replacement quotes, be 
sure that each quote is based on 
the same window material and 
coating. Vinyl replacement win-

dows may not cost the same as 
fiberglass or wood.

It is much easier to compare 
pricing when contractors provide 
estimates reflecting the same ma-
terials.

Small versus big contract-
ing companies

Some bids may differ based 
on the manpower of  the com-
pany. One contractor may view 
a project as an easy one that can 
be slipped right into the sched-
ule. Another may have to devote 
more time and effort if  it is being 
undertaken by one or two people. 
This can affect cost in the quote. 
Furthermore, a contractor who 
does a lot of  advertising in print, 
television or online, or has an 
office or warehouse space, may 
have extra overhead costs that 
are passed on to the customer.

Doing your own demo
Figure out if  the contractor 

will allow you to perform a por-
tion of  the tear-out, clean-up or 
other tasks to save on labor costs. 
Make sure this is included in the 
bid.

Comparing contractor work 
bids can be tricky, but it helps 
homeowners know they’re get-
ting the best value for their 
money. 

Garage storage solutions 
Who doesn’t have a space at 

home that serves as a catch-all 
for items that seemingly have no 
other home? For many, this stor-
age wasteland where items go to 
be forgotten tends to be the ga-
rage. Before long, clutter can over-
whelm the space and create an 
eyesore. Garage clutter also makes 
the space less functional by making 
it harder to park a vehicle or store 
equipment.

Organizing a garage takes 
work, but the end result can im-
prove the appearance, free up 
space, make work more efficient, 
and make it easier to find and use 
tools more readily. Here are some 
ways to get started on organizing 
your garage.

Start with cleaning and 
culling

One of  the first steps when or-
ganizing a garage is to thoroughly 
analyze what is needed and what 
can be removed from the garage. 
If  items belong elsewhere, such as 
in a shed or the basement, move 
these items first. Discard damaged 
or broken items. Next, move on to 
tools or gear that hasn’t been used 
in some time. Will you use it again? 
If  the item has been collecting dust 
for years, you likely already know 
the answer to that question.

Pile all items in the driveway so 
you have a clean slate with which 
to start. Measure the room to fig-
ure out the dimensions so you’ll 
know how much wall space is 
available for storage. 

Free up floor space
The ultimate goal of  a garage 

storage renovation is to make floor 
space available, according to Sta-
cey Schweiger of  Sunshine Orga-

nizing. Lifting items off the floor 
makes access easier, and protects 
items should there be a flood or 
leaks.

A combination of  wall shelves, 
overhead shelves, cabinets, and 
wall hooks can help homeowners 
create more floor area. Organiza-
tion becomes easier when every-
thing has a designated space where 
it can be easily returned to.

Consider weight
When investing in shelving and 

racks, remember that many of  the 
items stored in garages tend to be 
heavy. It’s important to ensure that 
shelves and hooks are heavy-duty 
and able to withstand the weight 
of  pressure put on them. Verify the 
maximum weight so that racks will 
not buckle or tip over and cause is-
sues.

Utilize overhead space
Overhead storage can be re-

served for items that aren’t used 
frequently, such as seasonal deco-
rations or luggage. 

Out of  sight
Some items should be stored 

out of  sight and beyond the reach 
of  children and pets. Cabinets and 
containers can be used and locked 
to secure materials, such as fertil-
izers, paints, solvents, and other 
chemicals.

Additional ideas
Magnets, pegboards, organiza-

tion bins and systems, and similar 
products can be used to corral 
small or errant items like hand 
tools, fasteners and more.

Garage organization will take 
some planning and time, but the 
end result can be well worth the 
effort.
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Ever wonder what a new kitchen 
would look like? Email me your 
measurements and “Want List.” 
I will do one colored rendering 

and email back to you.
Offer good til July 31, 2024

CABINET DEPOT
marscott.cabinetdepot@gmail.com

Prevent home electrical fires 
A person’s home should be a 

safe haven. Too often, however, 
there may be dangers lurking in 
a home that can compromise the 
safety of  residents. 

Electrical fires are no joke. 
The Hartford insurance com-
pany says electrical failure or 
malfunctions account for almost 
34,000 home fires per year. The 
National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation says they can contribute 
to 440 deaths and $1.3 billion in 
direct property damage annually. 

Older homes may be most 
vulnerable to electrical fires, 
as such structures were not de-
signed to handle the demands 
of  modern living. The insur-
ance experts at Nationwide say 
half  of  all homes in the United 
States have electrical systems that 
were installed before garage door 
openers, high-tech coffee makers, 
and many computers became 
must-have items. And the Elec-
trical Safety Foundation Inter-
national says homes built before 
1973 with overloaded electrical 
systems pose a number of  safety 
threats.

Overloaded circuits are not 
the only contributor to electrical 

fires. Damaged wiring charac-
terized by worn, frayed or loose 
wires can cause fires. Malfunc-
tioning appliances or those im-
properly maintained also can 
create home fires. Another con-
tributor is poorly installed exten-
sion cords and power strips, as 
well as faulty outlets and switches 
around homes.

Homeowners can take various 
steps to reduce the risk of  electri-
cal fires at home.

• Install arc fault circuit inter-
rupters. AFCIs are special 
types of  circuit breakers that 
help prevent fires caused by 
nicked or frayed wiring. An 
AFCI gets tripped and cuts 
off power when an electrical 
problem is detected before a 
fire can start. In 2022, the Na-
tional Electric Code started 
requiring AFCIs in bedrooms, 
and by 2017 they have been 
mandated throughout homes.

• Conduct a home electrical 
inspection. All homes more 
than 40 years old should 
be inspected to ensure their 
electrical systems can han-
dle modern demands, says 

Nationwide. A qualified 
electrician can make recom-
mendations regarding re-
placing breakers and suggest 
other modifications to im-
prove safety.

• Utilize a monitor. Ting from 

Whisker Labs monitors a 
home’s electrical network 
using a smart plug-in sensor 
that is designed to detect haz-
ards. The company indicates 
micro-arcs and sparks that de-
velop are precursors to electri-
cal fires. 

• Turn to automatic shut-offs. 
Homeowners can utilize ap-
pliances and additional de-
vices that automatically shut 
off after a set period of  time. 
This can reduce the risk of  
overheating. 

• Rely on timers or smart de-
vices. Timers and smart home 
devices can give homeowners 
control of  electrical compo-
nents like appliances or lights 
from a remote area. This 
enables users to turn an ap-
pliance on or off to reduce 
overheating or avoid addi-
tional risk factors for electri-
cal fires.

• Don’t go DIY. Choosing to 
work with a professional elec-
trician rather than doing elec-
trical work oneself  can help 
reduce electrical fire risk con-
siderably. Electricians know 
how to work on electrical sys-
tems safely to prevent dam-
age to wires and components, 
and also safeguard themselves 
against shock.
Risk for electrical fires at 

home can be reduced with tech-
nology and other strategies.
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For more information about ValleyCAST events visit openskycs.org/valleycast 

For more information about these opportunities and more visit openskycs.org/communitymembership

Volunteers needed  

for our monthly 

OPEN MIC NIGHTS 

Interested? Please contact michelle.benjamin@openskycs.org

Volunteer Opportunities

OPEN MIC NIGHTS 

Connect with us on Social Media: linktr.ee/valleycast

Be part of an inclusive, creative community!

ValleyCAST’s mission is to foster a creative and engaged  
community in the Historic Blackstone Valley that is inclusive and 
supportive of all people with and without disabilities. ValleyCAST 

is the arts & culture arm of Open Sky Community Services.

We are seeking members of the community (Discovery Members) to 
partner with individuals from Open Sky with intellectual/developmental 
disabilities and mental health challenges in our Club 21 program. 

• Do you enjoy meeting new people and building friendships? 
• Do you need more fun in your busy life?  
• Are you interested in getting to know your community? 
• Do you want to make a difference in someone's life? 

If you said "Yes" to any of these, contact us at club21@openskycs.org 
for a no obligation informational meeting.

Are you the next Club 21 Discovery Member? 

Take Down the Wall Presents:   
TDTW Open Mic is an inclusive opportunity  
for musicians and poets of all abilities -  
ALL are welcome! Meet new people, and share 
your talent in this encouraging environment.  
Theater doors open at 6pm. 
Performers, please come earlier to sign up! 

New themes each month! 
Oct. 12   Wizard of Appl-Oz 
Nov. 23  Saturday Night Fever 
We will resume the 2nd Saturday of each month 
beginning Jan. 11, 2025.

Singh Performance Center 
60 Douglas Rd., Whitinsville, MA 

• set up/breakdown crew 
• stagehands 
• concessions assistant 
• set design 
• and more!

• Art Gallery Exhibits 
• Sculpture in the Plaza 
• Theater Performances 
• One Act Play Festivals 
• Art Workshops & Classes 
• Free Summer Concert Series 
• Art & Music Makers Festivals 

and much, much more!

The Alternatives’  
Whitin Mill Complex: 

Dennis H. Rice  
Community Plaza 
GB & Lexi Singh  

Performance Center 
Spaulding R. Aldrich  

Heritage Gallery 
30‑70 Douglas Road 

Whitinsville, MA 
openskycs.org | 508‑234‑6232 

Our facilities are  
handicap accessible.


