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Jog-a-Thon Earns Unexpected $33,571

First grader Max Clelland gets ready to run laps in the jog-a-thon at Consumnes River Elementary School. Photo by Gail Bullen

and launch a new broad-

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA
(MPG) - The Roadrunner
Rock ‘N’ Run jog-a-
thon at Cosumnes River
Elementary School on Oct.
11 was a double success.
Not only did the Parent
Teacher Association (PTA)
raise $33,571 in dona-

but this year the PTA will
retain all proceeds from its
biggest fundraiser of the
year.

Courtney Reid, PTA
President, was elated after-
wards. “It was extremely
successful,” she said. “We
raised more than | thought
possible with just the PTA
organizing it ourselves,
without using a profes-
sional company.”

hired a company to man-
age the jog-a-thon, as
previous boards had done.
“Although we raised a lit-
tle over $35,000 last year,
we had to give 40% of it to
the company,” Reid said.
This year’s financial out-
come is much brighter.
“We now have all the
funds we need for the next
year to support fun activi-
ties, purchase supplies and

casting program,” she
added.

To simplify the pro-
cess, Reid opted for a fixed
donation amount instead
of basing donations on the
number of laps. She also
set up a website using the
free platform 99Pledges.
com. “l sent out a ton of
emails to parents, encour-
aging them to share it on

tions from school families,

Last year,

the PTA

equipment for the school,

Continued on page 2

CSD Covers Water Plan, Suit
over Development Moratorium

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A poten-
tial lawsuit if the board approves a
water moratorium and the board’s
decision to seek an external review
of the Integrated Water Master Plan
were notable topics at the Rancho
Murieta Community Services Board
meeting on Oct. 16.

Additionally, district staff
explained the delay in complet-
ing three overdue audits, and the
board rejected a claim from a shoot-
ing victim at an equestrian center
who sought to add the district to his
lawsuit. The meeting also included
updates from staff on finances,
utilities, and IT, as well as the con-
sideration of several significant
infrastructure projects.

Water Moratorium
During public comments, Greg
Dyer, a partner in the Jones & Dyer
law firm and the new CEO of Rancho
Murieta Properties, raised concerns

board
the district will be sued if the board
declares a water moratorium to preclude
development. Dyer is the CEO for
Rancho Murieta Properties, developer of
the Rancho North subdivision with 697
lots. Photos by Gail Bullen

about a potential lawsuit over a pro-
posed water moratorium. Dyer, who
has represented Carol Anderson Ward
and the late John Sullivan for over
20 years, warned the board about
the implications of the moratorium,
which is being advocated by SOLOS
(Save Our Lakes & Open Spaces),
a local organization advocating for

“I'm supporting Heidi Moore
for Elk Grove School Board -
she’ll stand up for Rancho Murieta!

- Sue Frost, Sacramento County Supervisor

PAID AD: Citizens for Accountable Local Government ID#129107
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Audience member John Merchant
advises the board that Save Our Lakes
& Open Spaces will file a detailed
response to the water plan. He is the
SOLOS vice-president and a CSD board
member-elect.

responsible development.

“I’m speaking because SOLOS
is submitting a petition to stop any
further water connections on our
property,” Dyer said. He empha-
sized that Rancho Murieta Properties
has contributed significantly to the
community’s development, citing

Continued on page 6

Rancho Murieta Association
Director Tom Reimers is
proposing the deactivation
of barcodes issued to
nonresident members of
the Rancho Murieta Country
Club. He suggested it at the
Oct. 15 board meeting. Photo
by Gail Bullen

Access by
Outsiders,
Speeding
are RMA
Concerns

Story and photo
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Preventing non-residents
from trespassing behind
the gates and increas-
ing speed enforcement in
next year’s budget were
key topics at the Rancho
Murieta Association
(RMA) Board meeting on
Oct. 15.

The board also discussed
extending Stonehouse
Park’s closing hours from
dusk to 10 p.m. to accom-
modate pickleball players
and considered proposals
for adding shade covers
at both dog parks and the
spray park.

Additionally, the board
approved a reserve study
showing the association is
85% funded and approved
a new fee schedule with
only one increase.

Gate Security

Director Chris Childs
informed the board that he
and Director Tom Reimers,
chair of the Compliance
Committee, proposed
forming an ad hoc com-
mittee to explore options
for enhancing security at
both gates, with a focus on
the North Gate. Due to its
design, non-residents have
been able to enter the com-
munity on foot, by bicycle,
or in golf carts for years.
Recently, the issue has
worsened with juveniles
misbehaving on electric
dirt bikes.

“We need to stop

non-residents from coming
in and trespassing on our
property,” said Reimers.

Continued on page 4
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Jog-a-Thon Earns U

nexpected $33,571

Continued from page 1

Facebook and other plat-
forms,” she said. “Then it
really spread by word of
mouth.”

Students were key to
the three-week fundraising
campaign, which culmi-
nated in the jog-a-thon.
Each classroom received
a blank flag to decorate
with their team name and
motto, and incentives like
ice cream and pizza par-
ties were offered as they
reached milestones.

One heartwarming
exception came from five
students who organized
their own fundraiser. “I
loved that these kids took
the initiative to do some-
thing different and raised
a lot of money,” Reid said.

Mrs. Healey’s fifth-
grade class was trailing in
donations when five stu-
dents — Safia Ibragimova,
Reece McNamara,
Savannah Land, Drew
Barentson Wilkins, and
Jack Harper — set up a
stand at Riverside Park,
selling handmade brace-
lets, ice cream bars and
lemonade. Their earnings
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First, second, and third graders participate in the first heat. Photo by Gail Bullen

Bullen

went to their classroom
and “They ended up win-
ning a lot of prizes,” Reid
said.

The PTA is excited to
introduce a new broadcast-
ing program, which will
give fourth through sixth
graders hands-on expe-
rience in digital video

Parent Meghan McDonald cheers and waves pompoms to encourage the runners. Photo by Gail

and TV production. The
program, suggested by
computer teacher Bill
Moe, will be modeled after
one he created at Sunrise
Elementary. With Principal
Mike's approval, the PTA
fully supported the idea.
“If everything goes well,
the student-produced news
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show will be broadcast to
the whole school once a
month and available for
parents to watch at home,”
Reid explained.

About 350 students
participated in the jog-a-
thon, which took place
under sunny skies on the
school’s grassy field. The

a-thon. Photo by Gail Bullen

Participants enjoy fruit bars as a reward at the end of the jog-

|

DJ Reggie Vezia, left, emcee Dan Reid, and PTA President
Courtney Reid oversee the event. Photo by Gail Bullen

excitement was high as
first, second, and third
graders took part in the
first heat, waving their
decorated classroom flags
while emcee Dan Reid
introduced each team, such
as Mrs. Harder’s Hares,
Mrs. Myer’s Monkeys, and
Mrs. Shehorn’s Sonics.

Students raced under an
inflatable arch marking the
start of the course, while
DJ Reggie Vezia kept
the energy up with lively
music and a freeze-and-
slow-motion game.

Lap cards pinned to
each runner’s back added
another layer of fun, allow-
ing them to “brag about it

later,” Reid said. Parent
volunteers marked the
cards after each lap, though
some kids were too excited
to stop.

At the end of the event,
parent volunteers handed
out frozen fruit bars to
the students before they
returned to class.

Later, the fourth through
sixth graders took their
turn, and the kindergart-
ners and Pre-K students
wrapped up the event by
racing around a smaller
track for 20 minutes. “I
think we made the track
too small because they
zipped around it in no
time,” Reid joked. *

Setting up a booth at Riverside Park to raise money for their

isn’t pictured. Courtesy photo
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fifth-grade classroom are Safia Ibragimova, Reece McNamara,
Savannah Land, and Drew Barentson Wilkins. Jack Harper

vl

Mothers stand by to mark lap cards as youngsters pass. Photo by Gail Bullen

Karen is a Presidential Award

Holder with the Masters Club of

the Sacramento Association of

Realtors for over 37 years.

This is the most prestigious

award given,

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor

for 44 Years and counting.

*Source: MLS for residential, Not
including “Residential Income”

Thank you to all of our clients in

2023 for another successful year.
Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald Karen Hobergl
Broker/Owner

916) 947-6910
rmhl.acceleragent.net 7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

BRE #00670687

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- After a four-year hia-
tus, the Wilton Firefighters
Association Chili Cookoff
and Classic Car Show
returned to the Wilton
Community Center on Oct.
12, drawing an enthusiastic
crowd.

The event, which was
free to attend, welcomed
1,345 guests who sam-
pled 11 varieties of chili,
admired 47 classic cars,
explored 45 vendor booths,
enjoyed 500 types of beers,
vied for 50 raffle prizes,
lunched at food trucks
and let their children play
in the “Kids Zone.” The
event lasted six hours and
featured music and enter-
tainment from a disc
jockey and emcee.

Patsy Nemetz, chair of
the Sacramento County
Service Area 4B Council,
known informally as the
Cosumnes Parks & Rec
Council, oversaw the event
at the community center.
The co-sponsor was the
Wilton Community Center
Non-Profit, which is affili-
ated with the council. The
event also utilized Dillard
Elementary’s playground,
grassy area and a driveway.

“Overall, it was a huge
success,” Nemetz said. “It
really felt like people were
just waiting for an opportu-
nity to get back out into the
community again.”

This marked the sev-
enteenth iteration of the
Wilton chili cookoff, which
had paused after 2019 due
to the challenges brought
on by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and a decline in
volunteer support. The idea
to bring it back was spear-
headed by Randy Upham,
president of the non-profit,

The chili alley teems with visitors. Photos by Gail Bullen

and long-time firefighter
and association member
Bill Kirkland.

“After much discus-
sion, it was posited that
the event may be manage-
able if both groups came
together - thus our team
was formed,” Nemetz
explained. “Randy, who
went on to be event
co-chair, and Bill did a lot
of the heavy lifting to get
us to the day of the event.”

The cookoff saw 11
teams compete, with firs
place going to the Badger
7 Alarm Fire Chili team,
made up of two women
from the Badger Creek
Road area. This neighbor-
hood recently experienced
a fast-moving grass fire.

“They decided to par-
ticipate to show their
appreciation for the fire-
fighters that fought that fire
and saved their neighbor-
hood,” Nemetz said. “This
team donated their $500
prize back to the event.”

She said 47 participants
competed for four prizes
in the car show with Leon
Eisenbrandt winning the
People’s Choice award for
his 1947 Willys.

The “Kids Zone” was a
big hit with families. “We
had a fully staffed climbing
wall, a monitored bounce
house, free face painting,
and an obstacle course set
up by the Wilton volun-
teer firefighters,” Nemetz
said. “Prizes were given
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Shasta Campbell, left, Alan Haynes and Susan Culmo.

Firefighter Austin Huston times 11-year-old Robert Mullich as
he begins running the Kids Zone obstacle course at the Wilton
Chili Cookoff held at the Wilton Community Center on Oct. 12.

out by the local Cub Scout
Pack 16 to all kids that
participated.”

Two Wilton residents
provided the soundtrack
for the event. “We had a
local company Drew Gray
Media playing a wide
range of music, Nemetz
said. “Our emcee was Cara
Lane and she did an amaz-
ing job keeping everyone
entertained.”

When asked how they
secured SO many sponsors,
Nemetz noted the commit-
tee’s determined efforts.
“The committee really hit
the pavement to get spon-
sors this year, and it was
well worth the effort,” she
said. “So many businesses

=
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for bathrooms
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¢ Internet Ready
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Susan and Rene Mellegers of Rancho Murieta admire a 1947
Willys at the car show, which drew 47 entries. The Willys won
the People’s Choice Award.

Bruce stepped up to handle
the entire process.

“Stephanie did the raf-
fle start to finish and it was
an enormous success,”
Nemetz said.

As of the story’s dead-
line, Nemetz did not have
the final figures for the
amount raised. The prof-
its will be shared among
the firefighters associa-
tion, the nonprofit, and the

community.

“Led by President and
Chili Cookoff co-chair Jim
Nessen, the WFA supports
4-H and FFA market ani-
mals at the County Fair,
Dillard School programs
such as PACE/PTO, and
various scouting organiza-
tions for boys and girls in
the Wilton area,” Nemetz
said.

The association also
donates to Wilton fami-

generously donated to our

event, and we are truly so
thankful.”

Nemetz gave spe-
cial thanks to The Knight
Group of ElIk Grove Auto
Mall, the event’s Chief
level sponsor. “We plan to

Firefighters Burn Institute.

The non-profit plans to
use its portion of the funds
to support local school
programs and assist other
community groups in need.

"We have also made a

lies affected by tragedies,
including house fires or the
untimely death of a family
member.

Nemetz had one final
thought.

« LED lighting
e Insulated
« Fire sprinklers

BEERE

send all the sponsors and
raffle donors a thank you
letter to let them know
how grateful we are,” she
added. “Their involvement
will allow us to support
so many worthy causes
locally.”

Initially, the committee
had decided against hold-
ing a raffle, due to the time
and energy it required to
organize. However, com-
munity member Stephanie

“| think one of the major
reasons our event was so
successful is our commit-
tee member, Codi Craig.
She worked tirelessly to
get the word out about our
event,” she said. “Codi
really leveraged the social
media platforms to drum
up support and make sure
the community was aware

The firefighters associ- of our Chili Cookoff and
ation is a long-standing how they could participate.
supporter of the *

real effort in recent years
to host new programs for
the community at no or
minimal cost,” Nemetz
said. “We’ve held sev-
eral free gardening forums
with local experts, a free
elementary talent show
and, of course, our annual
Winter Festival and
Parade.”
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24 Hour Video Surveillance ¢ 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station ¢ Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 ¢ Visit us at www.rmairport.com
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SERVICE
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GIP50N GOLF CARTS

AUTHORIZED DEALER

A Textron Company

ERIES

Propane)AvailableXat;
— Rancho y_rleta Airport
7000 Alameda Dr. " ' : 3
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
(over the hill at the
driving range)

Zack Bowden

(916) 806-0920

zackbowden@ 3

gipsongolfcarts.com - 2 e
www.gipsongolfcarts.com $3!65,




4 - River Valley Times

OCTOBER 25, 2024

The Chaplain’s Day Off

Long before the 1986
movie “Ferris Bueller’s
Day Off,” 1, too, imagined
a day off work of fun and
frivolity.

After all, who hasn’t
feigned illness to take a
day off from work?

This was my self-justi-
fying question as | called
the Baylor University
Bookstore one Friday
morning in the fall of 1978.
When my manager picked
up the line, I winked know-
ingly at my new girlfriend
sitting beside me.

“I’'m not feeling well
today.” Cough, cough.
“l can’t come in until
Monday.”

“Then you’re fired!” he
said.

I wasn’t expecting the
finality in his answer. |
could hear a pulse in my

“Don’t come back,” he
added before slamming
down the phone receiver.

My face flushed and my
eyes suddenly felt over-
hydrated. | was having a
grief reaction, anticipating
the loss of the prestige 1'd
enjoyed interacting with
university professors and
freshman co-eds.

How had | miscalcu-
lated this scenario? Was
my boss aware of the love-
struck hormonal illness

How would I afford to take
my girlfriend to the back-
to-school dance?

I had to make this right
for many reasons. The
bookstore was the cen-
ter of university life and |
didn’t want to be dodging
my boss for the next year. |
needed to apologize.

How does one apologize
for such bald-faced lying?

First, it’s always good to
allow a cool-down period.
I waited a few weeks for
the back-to-school rush
to end and called for an
appointment.

Once inside the manag-
er’s office, I kept it simple.
I admitted that | hadn’t
been sick. Plain and guile-
less. “I’m sorry for lying.”

I didn’t excuse my action
or bring my girlfriend into
the picture.

understanding for his sit-
uation. | admitted that |
abandoned my colleagues,
causing them to be short-
handed at his busiest time
of the year.

Third, | asked for for-
giveness. He granted that.

Finally, I think | sur-
prised him when | asked
his help to clarify the les-
sons | needed to learn.

That question brought
his deepest thought.

“Who is it you want to
be?” he asked.

“Pardon me?”

“Well, I know you’re a
ministerial student, so |
know WHAT you want to
be. But beyond that, WHO
do you want to be?”

I thought I got his drift,
but I wasn’t entirely sure.

“I think above all,” he
said, “you want to be a

think you want to be a per-
son who keeps his word.”

“| see three lessons,” he
continued.

“First, don’t lie. Lying
demonstrates that you
don’t believe you’re capa-
ble of being who you want
to be. Don’t sell yourself
short. I know you are capa-
ble of being who you want
to be.”

“Second, if I’m not mis-
taken, Jesus said, ‘Let
your yes be yes, and your
no, no. Whatever is more
than these is from the evil
one.””

In other words, my
ex-boss was telling me
to be sure of what | want
before I commit to some-
thing. And when | do
commit, I should keep my
word.

“Third.” He cleared his

his third point.

He gave up on that. “Just
remember those two for
now. Don’t lie and keep
your word.”

The bookstore manager
was OK in my book ...
even if he didn’t give me
my old job back.

Fortunately, he gave me
a good reference to a bet-
ter-paying job as a night
watchman in a local bank.
Good thing, too. I could
afford to take the girl to the
dance.

Unfortunately, since |
can’t dance, she broke up
with me.

Happily, | met and mar-
ried my wife Becky a few
years after that. But that’s a
story for another day. %

For an autographed
copy of “Tell It to The
Chaplain,” send a check
for $20 (per book) to
10566 Combie Rd. Suite
6643 Auburn, CA 95602.
Email comments to com-

ears.

with which I was afflicted?

Second, | expressed

person who people trust. |

throat, trying to remember

ment@thechaplain.net.

Access by Outsiders, Speeding are RMA Concerns

Continued from page 1

After discussion, the board unanimously
approved the formation of an ad hoc com-
mittee to address the security issue. Childs
and Reimers will return to the November
board meeting with a charter, goals, and a
name for the committee. Board President
Scott Adams said RMA would invite com-
munity members to join the committee.

Barcode Deactivation

As part of efforts to curb trespassing,
Reimers reported that the Compliance
Committee recommended deactivating
all non-resident Rancho Murieta Country
Club barcodes after a 30-day notice. “One
of the main reasons for doing this is that
we don’t have any way of finding them
when they are causing violations on our
streets,” he explained.

Violations include excessive speeding,
with Lidar cameras documenting speeds
as high as 85 mph on Murieta Parkway
and driving a car across the Yellow
Bridge. Additionally, some non-residents
are using their club barcodes to access
restricted areas of the community.

The current rule only allows them to
drive to the club via Alameda Drive during
posted country club hours and when
attending special events. Additionally,

residents in The Villas and Murieta
Gardens who aren’t RMA members, are
using country club social memberships to
obtain barcodes.

During the discussion, Adams urged
caution, suggesting a meeting with the
country club first. The board unanimously
agreed to delay barcode deactivation
until that meeting takes place, with a rep-
resentative from the Rancho Murieta
Community Services District, which
issues barcodes based on RMA policy,
also invited.

Budget Considerations

General Manager Rod Hart presented
the proposed 2025 budget but postponed
approval pending further discussion about
a proposed addition. The Compliance
Committee has requested funding for two
more speed cameras at a cost of $31,256,
which would increase monthly dues by
$1.09, and a full-time staff position to han-
dle the numerous citations generated by
the existing Lidar cameras. The new posi-
tion would cost $84,000, resulting in a
$2.92 monthly dues increase.

Hart explained that the committee
wants to relieve the two compliance offi-
cers from administrative tasks, allowing
them to return to field duties. Considerable

FOR CONGRESS

Voting for the
General Election is
Underway!

Mail in your ballots
or vote on Nov. 5th

www.MatsuiforCongress.com

discussion followed about the need for
more data before making a decision.

As it stands, the proposed 2025 bud-
get includes a $108,507 increase over
this year due to rising costs for employee
wages, benefits, insurance, utilities, and
street lighting. This would lead to a 2.3%
budget increase and raise monthly dues
from $161 to $164.77. The board plans to
hold a special meeting in early November
to finalize the budget.

The board also considered a $55,000
proposal to add shade covers at the dog
parks and spray park. Hart suggested
that the funds should come from the
Parks Committee, which has a budget of
$308,000. The board agreed, and Hart will
prepare a bid packet.

Stonehouse Park Hours

Adams, chair of the Governing
Documents Committee, proposed extend-
ing Stonehouse Park hours from dawn to
dusk to dawn to 10 p.m. The change was
prompted by a security officer enforcing
the current closing time, which conflicted
with pickleball players using the lighted
court after dark. Signs at the court state the
dusk closing time.

Childs expressed concern about open-
ing the entire park after dark, but Adams

Paid for by Matsui for Congress

suggested that public comments could
guide further adjustments after commu-
nity feedback. The board voted 5:1 to send
the rule change out for review, with Childs
voting against it.

Additional Approvals

The board approved the 2025 Reserve
Study, which showed reserves are 85%
funded. The study recommended a 1.1%
increase in reserve funding, from $68,000
to $69,000 per month.

A proposed fee schedule for 2025 was
also approved, with the only change being
an increase in the variance fee from $100
to $200. This fee is typically assessed for
driveway variances, which require about
four hours of staff work, including mailing
20 to 30 letters to neighbors.

Hart reminded the board to encour-
age voting in the upcoming election of
directors before the Annual Membership
meeting on Nov. 21. Ballots and mate-
rials will be mailed that week. He also
announced a meet and greet with the
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office on
Nov. 13 at 6 p.m. at the RMA building.

The next regular board meeting is
scheduled for Nov. 18, followed by the
Annual Membership meeting on Nov. 21.
A special meeting will be held in early
November to adopt the 2025 budget,
though the exact date was not confirmed at
the time of this report. *
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FIRST RESPONDERS

et )
MPG

Messenger Publishing Group




OCTOBER 25, 2024

River Valley Times 5

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

RM Blood Drive
Slated Oct. 28

The Rancho Murieta
Women's Club has
slated its next blood
drive on Monday, Oct.
28 from noon to 6 p.m.
at the Rancho Murieta
Community Church, 14670
Cantova Way, Rancho
Murieta.

Appointments to donate
can be made online at
donors.vitalant.org by
using blood drive code
SMFMO053 or by calling
Vitalant at 877-258-4825.
Walk-ins will be accom-
modated if space permits.

Donors will be entered
into a drawing for a $50
gift card from the Backyard
restaurant that was donated
by Carole Thames of Town
& Country Real Estate.
All donors will receive
a 10% off coupon at the
Backyard. Eat well and
drink plenty of water prior
to donating, and please
bring a photo ID.

If you have eligibility
questions call Vitalant at
877-258-4825 or Vitalant.
org.

RM, Wilton Voting
Centers Open
on Nov. 2
Sacramento County Vote

Centers in Rancho Murieta
and Wilton will open on
Nov. 2 and operate through
election day on Nov. 5.

The Rancho Murieta
location is the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Building
at 15160 Jackson Road,
and the Wilton location
is the Wilton Community
Center at 9717 Colony
Road. The hours are the
same for both voting cen-
ters: 9 am. to 5 p.m. on
Nov. 2, 3, and 4 and on
Nov. 5 election day from 7
a.m. to 8 p.m. Ballot drop
boxes are also available in
both communities.

Ballots may be dropped
off at the CSD Building
Monday through Thursday
and on election day from
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The
hours on Friday are from 8
a.m. until noon. The drop
box location in Wilton is at
the Wilton Garage at 11050
Wilton Road. The hours
are 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday
and on election day.

Village Craft Fair
and Bake Sale Nov. 2

Rancho Murieta res-
idents can get a head
start on Christmas shop-
ping for unique gifts and

homemade treats at the
Murieta Village Craft Faire
and Bake Sale on Nov. 2
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
clubhouse.

Offerings will include
fine art, walnuts, wreaths,
crafts, photography, plants,
candy, jewelry, soap and
much more.

The kitchen will also be
open, serving hot dogs and
coffee.

Wilton Bingo Games
Held Monthly

November bingo will
be on Saturday Nov. 9.
Doors open at 5 p.m. with
food available for sale and
bingo starts at 6 p.m. in the
Wilton Community Center
(9717 Colony Road, at
Dillard Road).

All proceeds go to two
non-profits: the local Park
Council and the Wilton
History Group.

The next bingo will
be on Jan. 4. Questions,
call Lorraine Robinson at
916-212-8896

RM Veterans Day
Celebration Nov. 11

You are invited to the
“Been There-Done That
Canteen” to honor all past
and present members of
the USA Armed Forces.

Mark your calendars for
Nov. 11 from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. at the RMA Building.
Coffee, donuts and conver-
sation will be enjoyed by
all the community as they
celebrate our dedicated
veterans and current mem-
bers of the armed forces.

The Rancho Murieta
Caregivers Support Group,
which has sponsored the
celebration since its incep-
tion, is passing the baton to
the Rancho Murieta Post
of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Auxiliary this year.

The event will be very
similar to prior years with
a brief program planned
for 10 a.m., according
to Auxiliary President
Melissa Mineni.

Sheriff’s Meeting
in RM on Nov. 13
The Sacramento County
Sheriff’s Office will present
a community meeting on
Rancho Murieta on Nov.
13 at the RMA Building.
The meeting will run
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. All res-
idents are invited to attend.

Supervisor Frost

Town Hall Nov. 16

Sacramento County
Supervisor Sue Frost will
hold her last town hall in

Rancho Murieta on Nov.
16 at 10 a.m. at the RMA
Building. Frost also will
introduce her successor,
Supervisor-elect Rosario
Rodriguez.

Greg Pryor, president
of the Rancho Murieta
Regional Fire Safe
Council, also is slated to
speak. His topic will be
evacuating from behind
the gates in the event of an
emergency.

Community Invited
to Christmas Dinner
at Catholic Church
Please join us for a
Christmas Dinner Dance
on Friday Dec. 6 from 5:30
to 10 p.m. at St. Vincent
de Paul Catholic Church,
14673 Cantova Way.
Enjoy a dinner of Santa
Maria tri tip with jus on
the side, sauteed shrimp
scampi in a wine butter
sauce, creamy pesto pasta
with sundried tomatoes,
green beans almandine,
garden salad with balsamic
vinaigrette dressing, rolls
and butter, and cheesecake
with caramel rum sauce for
dessert.
The No Host bar opens
at 5:30 p.m. with dinner
at 6:30 p.m. Dance to the

music of DJ Back 2 Back
from 8 to 10 p.m. Tickets
are $55 per person and are
on sale before and after
the Saturday and Sunday
Masses at SVDP starting
the weekend of Nov. 9 and
10, or by calling Sherry at
916 844-5171.

Gather your family and
friends for a fun-filled
adult evening.

Kiwanis Seeks
Sweats for Vets
Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta is once again ask-
ing for monetary donations
to its Sweat for Vets pro-
gram that will run through
the end of December. This
is the 15th year of helping
veterans who are hospi-
talized at the Sacramento
Veterans Administration
Medical Center in Mather.

Please make your check
out to Kiwanis Club of
Rancho Murieta Sweat for
Vets. Cash donations and
Walmart gift cards are also
welcome.

Mail donations to
Kiwanis at P. O. Box 855,
Rancho Murieta, or put
them in a drop box at the
RMA building.

If you have any ques-
tions, call Diann Swan at
916-354-0656. *

BERC Awards Honor Eco-Friendly Businesses

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY,
CA (MPG) - On Sept. 26,
Business Environmental
Resource Center
(BERC), a division of the
Sacramento County Office
of Economic Development,
presented the 18th Annual
Sustainable Business
Awards in partnership with
the Sacramento Municipal
Utility District (SMUD).

Eight businesses were
recognized as part of
the Sacramento County
Sustainable Business
Program.

The ceremony recog-
nized the top contenders
in eight unique catego-
ries whose work practices
demonstrate an outstanding
commitment to enhanc-
ing sustainability in
Sacramento County.

Sacramento County
Sustainable Business
Award Recipients
— Energy Conservation:

Teichert Materials

— Water Conservation:

Meristem

— Solid Waste Reduction:

GreenWaste Florin Perkins

— Green Design:

ReIMAGINE Mack Road

Community Venter

— Pollution Prevention:

Badfish Coffee and Tea

— Transportation & Air

Quality: Community

Resource Project

— SMUD Clean Power

City: Sustainable Building:

Stanford Settlement

Neighborhood Center

— SMUD Clean Power

City: Carbon Free

Transportation: Folsom

Cordova Unified School

District
Congratulations to

the Sacramento County
Sustainable Business
Award Winners for 2024!

Throughout the year,
Business Environmental
Resource Center conducts
community outreach to
identify business partici-
pation in the Sustainable
Business Program.

This no-cost member-
ship platform provides
the business commu-
nity with marketing
toolkits, educational
opportunities, community
engagement events and
connections to grant or
incentive opportunities in
the space of environmental
sustainability.

Business Environmental
Resource Center’s
Sustainable Business
Program is the region’s
benchmark for businesses
considering or already

Eight businesses in Sacramento County were recognized Sept. 26 for their commitments to
sustainability. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

engaged in eco-friendly
practices.
Since the Program’s

inception,

Business
Environmental Resource
Center has issued more

than 800 certifications and
has awarded more than 200
unique businesses. *

DO YOU I(NOW
THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team...
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

the most

< | 6.75%

Initial APR,

5 Year FIXED RATE
CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:
v/ FIXED RATE for 5 Years
v Local Processing & Servicing

v" No Closing Cost on Qualifying
Transactions; Except for Appraisal/
Evaluation Costs

v/ Have Funds Available for Current

Them Because They Have and Future Needs

Paid Them Over
$130 Million Dollars

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.

v/ Home Improvement, Debt
Consolidation, College Tuition

v Interest May be Tax Deductible

(Please consult your tax advisor)

DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years

%ew Hacre

BUILDING SUPPLY

(916)
455-3057

“Since 1949” Member RANCHO MURIETA - 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
5310 Frankdin Blvd. - Sacramento FDIC ELK GROVE - 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. » 916-685-3936 o =1
SR 75 SHELDON - 8973 Grant Line Road » 916-686-0200  Espariol LENDER

e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of the loan
which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the
weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment
period is 7.50%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions:
(1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any
existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary
residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total
maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans
are subject to a current appraisal or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance
is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525
early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the
first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure
Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.LP. TRUST DEED COMPANY

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

Be o part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

M"EG) Call us today at 916-773-1111

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CADepartment of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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Interactive Database Reports if Agencies Fiscally Healthy

California Policy
Center News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - California Policy
Center released a Local
Fiscal Health Dashboard
on Oct. 4 that tracks
the financial health of
California cities, coun-
ties and school districts.
The interactive data-
base allows users to track
how elected officials are
managing local budgets,
support ongoing budget
decision-making and iden-
tify financial red flags.

The new dashboard
is especially timely for
California voters who have
local tax and bond measures
on their November ballots.
Each city, county and school
district has been awarded a
fiscal health score and letter
grade from A to F, depend-
ing on how well they have
managed their finances.
Government entities are also
identified and color-coded as
low, moderate or high-risk
for fiscal distress.

"We're excited to be able
to offer local officials and
voters this important tool
for tracking their city's fis-
cal performance,” said Lance
Christensen, vice-presi-
dent of government affairs
at the California Policy
Center. “Today, many local
governments are asking tax-
payers for more money to
fund lower-quality services.
Californians have the right
to know where their hard-
earned dollars are being
effectively used and where
they are not.”

Sacramento-area cit-
ies had mixed results, from
an “A” for Elk Grove while
Folsom flunked the test. The
grades for several cities in
the region, listed alphabeti-
cally, include Citrus Heights,
B; Colusa, C; Dixon, B; Elk

Local Fiscal Health Dashboard Scoring Table

Letter Grade

Fiscal Health Score Score out

of 100

Description - Overall Fiscal Risk

A 85 to 100 Low Risk of financial distress

B 70 to 84 Low Risk of financial distress
60 to 70 Moderate Risk of financial distress
50 to 60 Moderate Risk of financial distress

49 and under

High Risk of financial distress

No Data

Jurisdiction is delinquent in
publishing timely financial audits

Exempt From Reporting

Requirement

Local entity’s federal awards
expenditures were less than $750K

Local Fiscal Health Dashboard Scoring Table

B; Lincoln, B; Live Oak,
C; Marysville, C; Rancho
Cordova, B; Sacramento,
D; West Sacramento, B; and
Yuba City, D.

The Local Fiscal Health
Dashboard fills a void in
government transparency
data left after the California
State Auditor's Office unex-
pectedly discontinued its
popular Local Government
High-Risk Dashboard in
October 2023. California
Policy Center’s new dash-
board was created to replace
and expand on that data to
ensure local governments
maintain transparency and
accountability when it comes
to their budgets.

California Policy Center’s
dashboard uses public data
from Annual Comprehensive
Financial Reports (ACFR)
that local governments are
required to submit every
year to get access to federal
funds. The dashboard pro-
vides key financial metrics to
allow local elected officials,
analysts, reporters and citi-
zens to understand how cities

in comparison to other cit-
ies, and spotlight concerning
financial trends.

“The public should have
access to the tools neces-
sary to ensure government
budgets are transparent and
government officials are held
accountable,” Christensen
said. “Californians can’t
allow government officials to
sweep bad fiscal news under
the rug.”

Tracking local financial
metrics, such as liabilities
and revenue trends, is cru-
cial. California has more than
$1.6 trillion in unfunded lia-
bilities (debt) at both state
and local levels. Many cities
have potentially catastrophic
unfunded pension liabili-
ties. Other municipalities
are making budget decisions
based on incomplete, missing
or delayed financial reports.

Cities are required to file
their Annual Comprehensive
Financial Reports, often
referred to as annual audits,
every year. Most munici-
palities submit the financial
reports within nine months

by the federal and state gov-
ernments) but many others
are routinely and egregiously
late in filing their required
annual financial reports,
according to the California
Policy Center. That means
local officials are left to make
budgeting decisions without
current fiscal information.

Out of 482 cities, 86 (or
17.8%) received an “A”
grade; 21 (4.4%) received
an “F” grade, indicating
they are at high-risk of fis-
cal catastrophe and 70 cities
(14.52%) are delinquent in
submitting their 2023 Annual
Comprehensive Financial
Report. (Sixteen cities are
exempt from reporting.)

But 189 cities, counties
and school districts have
still not submitted Annual
Comprehensive Financial
Reports for 2023. Twenty-
six of those cities, counties
and school districts that are
missing their 2023 Annual
Comprehensive Financial
Report are asking voters
to OK a local tax increase
on the November ballot

totaling $534.6 million in
new borrowing.

“When cities don’t turn in
their fiscal reports on time,
city officials have to make
important budget decisions
without the data they need,”
Christensen said. “Even
worse, many of the cities that
aren’t on top of their finan-
cial reports are proposing tax
increases and putting local
bond measures on the ballot.”

Based on the dashboard
data, California Policy
Center has identified 10 of
the best and worst perform-
ing cities statewide when it
comes to financial health.
The dashboard designates the
level of financial risk as low,
moderate or high.

This financial risk deter-
mination is achieved by
evaluating each entity
on 10 key fiscal metrics:
General Fund Reserves,
Debt Burden, Liquidity,
Revenue Trends, Pension
Costs, Pension Funding,
Pension Obligations,
Other Post Employment
Benefit Obligations, Other

Funding, and Net Worth.

The 10 cities earning the
highest fiscal health scores
and an “A” grade are Eastvale
(Riverside County), Indian
Wells (Riverside County),
Danville (Contra Costa
County), Rancho Mirage
(Riverside County), Lake
Forest (Orange County), La
Quinta (Riverside County),
Laguna Woods (Orange
County), Dublin (Alameda
County), La Mirada (Los
Angeles County) and Jurupa
Valley (Riverside County).

Ten of the worst perform-
ing cities are considered
high-risk for fiscal stress,
including the ability of the
city to pay its bills in the
short and long term.

Cities earning the lowest
fiscal health scores and an “F”
grade are Ukiah (Mendocino
County), West Covina
(Los Angeles County),
Richmond (Contra Costa
County), Calexico (Imperial
County), San Gabriel (Los
Angeles County), Oakland
(Alameda County), Orange
(Orange County), Pinole
(Contra Costa County),
Atwater (Merced County)
and Escondido (San Diego

County).

Other cities that received
an “F” include San
Buenaventura/Ventura,

Grover Beach, Banning,
Lake Elsinore, Folsom, Costa
Mesa, Montebello, Downey,
Monrovia, Hayward and
Lindsay. With many cit-
ies having yet to file Annual
Comprehensive Financial
Reports for Fiscal Year 2023
and in some cases, Fiscal
Year 2022, this list of worst
cities is subject to change.
Some cities with poor
financial metrics are often
late filers.

Information about
California cities, counties and
school districts can be found
at californiapolicycenter.org/

Grove, A; Galt, B; Gridley,

are performing overall and

of fiscal year end (as required

and/or approve new bonds

Post Employment Benefit

fiscal-health-dashboard.  *

CSD Covers Water Plan, Suit over Development Moratorium

Continued from page 1

examples like the Bel Air Market and
Starbucks. He also noted that Rancho
Murieta Properties paid over $5.7 million
to upgrade the community’s water treat-
ment plants through a Facility Services
Agreement (FSA) with the district.

“In exchange for that, we are entitled to
697 district water connections,” Dyer said.
He claimed that John Merchant, a pro-
ponent of the moratorium, had voted to
approve the FSA contract.

(Merchant later disputed this claim, stat-
ing, “I didn’t rejoin the board until 2017,
and in no way was connected with exe-
cuting, the signature, or the voting on the
financial services agreement.”)

Dyer warned that any future attempt
to declare a water shortage emergency
to prevent development would violate
state law and could lead to a lawsuit for
breach of contract. He referenced a case
from Mammoth Lakes, where a developer
won a $30 million judgment in a similar
situation.

The board did not respond to Dyer’s
comments, as the Brown Act does not
require responses to public comments on
non-agenda items during meetings.

Following the board meeting in July,
Merchant and SOLOS began circulat-
ing a petition demanding a development
moratorium due to concerns about the
community’s water supply. The petition
has garnered more than 1,900 signatures.

Merchant, who will assume an uncon-
tested board seat in December, previously
served on the district board before resign-
ing in October 2022 to focus on SOLOS.
His resignation followed a board meet-
ing where John Sullivan accused him of
“malfeasance” for allegedly attempting
to derail the Rancho North project during
discussions with Sacramento County
planners.

Water Plan

General Manager Mimi Morris
informed the board that after the consul-
tants completed the draft of the Integrated
Water Master Plan , she requested staff to
post the 317-page document on the web-
site for public review and add it to the
board’s agenda for discussion on the next
steps.

President Tim Maybee began the dis-
cussion by opening the floor for public
comments.

Tom Shewchuk, a resident of 33 years,
expressed his belief that the health of the

country club is
the most press-
ing issue for
the commu-
nity, but he
urged the board
to approve the
plan as soon
as possible and
to consider
all aspects of
increasing the
water supply.
He also sug-
gested more
water conser-
vation efforts.

A AT

A draft of the Integrated
Master Water Plan is
posted on the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District website.
Public comments will be
accepted through the end

of November. Courtesy Additionally,
photo Shewchuk
praised

Rancho Murieta Properties for
launching a new website, Buildinga
BetterRanchoMurieta.com, stating, "It’s
great to see both sides of the issue."

Merchant expressed concern about
allowing sufficient time for public com-
ment on the plan and noted that SOLOS
would be submitting a formal reply.

Merchant also raised several ques-
tions about the plan, particularly Chapter
4, authored by consultant Lisa Maddaus.
“What | think is predominantly evident
there are four recommended sources of
mitigation in the report, and three of these
are really not qualitative and are very
assumptive in their posture,” he said.

Merchant outlined the three mitigation
strategies: using Clementia Reservoir, irri-
gating the golf course with river water
(which would free up 500-acre feet of
recycled water for new development), and
drilling augmentation wells.

Merchant expressed skepticism about
relying on the wells and Clementia for
water supply. With the report indicating a
production of only 50 to 150 gallons per
minute, the wells could serve only as an
emergency resource. Even with the addi-
tion of 907 acre-feet from Clementia, the
impact would be minimal.

“You are not going to be able to support
697 houses with what is in that report,”
Merchant said.

When Maybee opened the floor to the
board for discussion, Director Stephen
Booth reminded everyone that the board
had committed months ago to provide
the community with 45 days to review
the plan. There was general agreement
to begin the review period immediately,

which would extend until the end of
November.

Booth also brought up the idea of a
technical review of the study, and Morris
mentioned that she had already lined up
an expert from Wagner & Bonsignore,
an engineering firm. However, both
Merchant and Booth opposed this sug-
gestion because of dissatisfaction with a
water rights consultant from the same firm
who contributed to the plan.

Directors Randy Jenco and Pohl, both
engineers, also rejected Booth’s idea to
use the district’s contract engineer, Joe
Domenichelli, for the technical review.

Director Pohl emphasized the need for
an expert well-versed in preparing mas-
ter water plans and suggested staff revisit
the long list of engineering firms that had
initially been invited to bid on the plan.
(Only a joint proposal from Maddaus and
Adkins engineering firms was submitted.)

Maybee pointed out that the district
would likely receive more responses this
time, as the task would be to review the
plan, not prepare it. “Let’s see who is
available and start whittling it down,” he
said.

The conversation shifted to how the
community would provide feedback
on the plan. Morris explained that the
district’s website includes an online recep-
tacle for resident comments, which could
later be compiled into a report for the
board and the technical consultant. The
link is at https://www.ranchomurietacsd.
com/complaint-compliment-or-question.

Booth expressed support for the online
inbox but cautioned that it should not be
the only method for submitting comments.
“l wouldn’t want to prevent other methods
of sharing comments with us and thereby
disenfranchise any individual or groups of
individuals,” he said.

Maybee added that he wanted to involve
all the homeowners associations (HOAS)
in the community in the process.

Overdue audits

After General Manager Mimi Morris
mentioned in her report that staff were still
on track to complete the three outstanding
audits by spring 2025, Director Stephen
Booth asked why there was a delay, noting
that the 2021/22 audit had been slated for
completion this month.

Morris explained that a cleanup of
faulty accounting records had to be com-
pleted before the audit could proceed and
asked Finance Director Mark Matulich to

provide more detail. Matulich explained
that when he ran a trial balance for
2021/22, “Not one of the funds was in bal-
ance individually, and the district’s books
as a whole were out of balance, which is
impossible.”

Rather than spending months trying to
untangle the transactions, Matulich opted
to set up a new General Ledger and a
system for "big data analytics so we can
review the data, clean up, and reload it
into all the years,” he said. “It was a huge
undertaking with 22,500 lines of data,
but it goes for 21/22, 22/23, 23/24, and
through September of 24/25.”

In addition to the audit cleanup,
Matulich discovered that "a lot of real
accounting wasn’t happening at the dis-
trict” when he arrived in January. As a
result, he and accountant Chris Funakoshi
had to establish full accounting processes
and train the staff.

Matulich also had to address numerous
urgent issues, such as faulty utility billing.
For example, a landlord at the meeting
complained that he had never been noti-
fied about a tenant's unpaid water bill of
approximately $6,500, which prevented
his new tenant from receiving water
service.

“The schedule (to complete the audits)
that we put out before wasn’t disingenu-
ous,” Matulich told Booth. “We just didn’t
know how bad it was, so we had to make
the decision to pivot.”

Booth expressed appreciation for the
clarity provided by Matulich and Morris,
saying, "Unlike the previous staff, you are
able to answer our questions. They were
simply out of their element and made up
stuff."

In his finance report, Matulich noted that
the district’s revenues for the first quarter
had exceeded the budget by $350,000 due
to increased water usage during the hot
weather. He also reported that the district
had earned nearly $200,000 in interest
in the first quarter, thanks to the board’s
approval to move the district’s invest-
ments to different entities.

Additionally, Matulich proposed
increasing the barcode fees. The cur-
rent one-time fee of $10, which has been
in place for the past 20 years, would be
raised to $25 with an annual renewal.
He estimated this change could generate
about $200,000 to enhance security. Booth
supported the idea but suggested a lower
renewal fee to make it more acceptable to
residents. *
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-year

3.90

Minimum deposit  $10,000

1-year
%
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Minimum deposit  $10,000

%

APY*

6-month
%
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Minimum deposit $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon

Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/16/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger
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To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
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Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
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at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your m

Insurance Needs FARMERS
— |In Business INSURANCE
Since 1984

= License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333

CWInc.
RMHomesForSale.com

Lic# 01365643

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

TOWNz2r COUNTRY

916-214-1515

7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
(in The B?| Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC
Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999
Expanding from
Lodi to
Rancho Murieta

e [nvestment M anagement
e Tax Preparation

e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

« 38 Years Experience

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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CALL-A-PRO

AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f' Electric « Hot Water » Pool Heating
& (916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

= A
SR
~

LC# 550110

jack@aztecsolar.com ® www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

=L &S (916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

» Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops ¢ Hardwood Flooring
» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

* Paint *« Plumbing ¢ Electrical

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 216 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 214319

25 Years Experience

RAMER CONCRETE, ..

(/s

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll!
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

Waernaety

Teee.
EXPRESSIONS

Clacons Weleaone

5-5078

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
www.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...

Senior Living Transitions, LLC
e All Care Facilities

® [Independent Living ® Respite

® [In Home Care Providers

e Companion @ VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning
Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

VCELS
experience

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

TREE TECH

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove ~——

www.autobodyexpressions.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

i e
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

SERVICES®

Serving the Green Industry

DICK’ S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Seunce 1956

New & Repaired 363-6554

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

BRIAN OLSON

License #982398

@ 916-912-0293
© info@olsonswoodworx.com
[=] @ olsonswoodworx.com

CUSTOM CABINETS CRAFTED
JUST FOR YoOU!

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Mr. i’“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional ¢ Safe ¢ Reliable ¢ Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal | 914
California Home Loans: 417.2001

RM resident over 20 years! ' wwis 1070092

Grow your business in our

CALL-A-PRO
Guide!
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Halloween Safety Tips County ROAR Program Receives Funding

Sacramento County News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Halloween is
upon us and Sacramento County has
important tips for parents to help make
sure children have safe trick-or-treating
adventures. Follow the tips below and
have a fun and safe Halloween every year!

See and Be Seen
Pick out costumes that don’t interfere
with vision, add reflective tape on the
front, back and sides and use accessories
that are soft or flexible.

Before Going Out
to Trick-Or-Treat
If your child has food allergies, it’s
important to remind teachers and super-
vising adults about what they cannot eat.
Just before going trick-or-treating, give
your kids a healthy snack or light meal.
On your way out the door, bring a flash-
light, take safe routes, use sidewalks and
crosswalks and have children look both
ways before crossing the street. If you are
driving in residential areas on Halloween,
slow down and be extra alert for children
crossing the street.

When You Get Home
Inspect treats for tampering, unusual
appearance or discoloration, tiny pin-
holes, or tears in wrappers — throw away

homemade treats unless you know the per-
son who made them.

For young children, consider choking
hazards such as the size and texture and
remove gum, nuts, hard candies or small
toys.

Handing Out Treats

Be sure to turn on your outside walkway
lights, and use battery flicker lights for
carved pumpkins instead of lighted can-
dles. Give out only factory-wrapped treats
and consider handing out healthier treats
like mini-boxes of raisins or crackers.

You could also give out non-food items,
like stickers, bookmarks, coloring books
and crayons.

Don’t Forget Your Pets

While Halloween is fun for children, it
can be spooky for your fur children. Keep
these tips in mind to ensure your pet feels
comfortable and safe. Dressing up pets
might be fun for you, but some pets get
truly distressed and may even bolt to try
to get the costume off. Keep pets safely
indoors and put on their 1.D. collars with
up-to-date license tags — do not take them
trick-or-treating.

Consider setting up shop on your
driveway so that your doorbell does not
continuously ring and further distress ani-
mals. Lock candy safely away, a dog’s
keen sense of smell will lead them right to

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The Sacramento County
Department of Health
Services (DHS) has
received an $8 million
grant from the California
Board of State and
Community Corrections,
funded through Proposition
47, to launch a new pro-
gram focused on helping
formerly incarcerated
individuals reintegrate
into society. The Reentry
Opportunities and Access
to Resources (ROAR) pro-
gram will address core
challenges like recidivism,
homelessness and unem-
ployment for individuals
reentering the community
after incarceration. The
grant, which was awarded
in October 2024 will fund
efforts through June 1,
2028.

ROAR aims to reduce
recidivism rates by 35%
by connecting individu-
als with community-based

before they are released.
The program plans to
expand eligibility for reen-
try services and establish
partnerships with correc-
tional facilities to provide
“warm handoffs” for those
reentering the community.
By connecting individuals
with community provid-
ers who can help them find
housing, job training or
mental health services,
DHS hopes to offer a fresh
start for those reintegrating
into society.
Homelessness is a
significant barrier for
individuals leaving incar-
ceration, and ROAR is set
to address this challenge
with re-housing funds and
access to shelter beds.
The program’s objective
is to reduce homeless-
ness among its participants
by 60% and lower unem-
ployment by 50%, with
job training and workforce
development as core com-
ponents of the strategy.
Data from the Homeless
Management Information

community-based orga-
nizations will be used to
track these efforts.

Substance use and
mental health issues
are common among
justice-involved individ-
uals, with nearly 25% of
Sacramento’s incarcer-
ated population affected
by substance use disor-
ders alone. ROAR will
work to increase partic-
ipation in mental health
and substance use treat-
ment programs by 50%,
helping participants build
a foundation for stability.
By recruiting more service
providers and strength-
ening referral networks,
ROAR seeks to offer tar-
geted, timely support to
those in need.

With funding secured,
Sacramento County will
begin developing an imple-
mentation plan and budget
for ROAR and

is aiming to create last-
ing change and reduce the
barriers faced by formerly
incarcerated individuals in
Sacramento. *

anything suspicious and do not eat any

the treats that can be life-threatening. %

resources and support

System and reports from

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Announcements Concrete Home Improvement Automotive Roofing

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Debt? Pay off up to $10,000 Per
Month. Discover our new bud-
geting Course and Member-
ship. 1-833-283-4380, 1-760-
865-0707 Also Hiring www.
Applyhere.info. ca-scan)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts' programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra; 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Advertise
in your local
community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605. (cak-scan)

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
«All Finishes «Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
«Slabse RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
«Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
eIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email Elverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

Elder Care

GoGo. Live and age your way.
Get help with rides, groceries,
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per
day. Available 24/7 nationwide.
BBB Rated A+ Business. Call
GoGo to get started. 1-855-
476-0033 (Cal-SCAN)

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Visit:

mpg8.com

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

Help Wanted

Programmer/Analyst,
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.
Determine client-side data
capture, presentation and
manipulation needs within,
and build system components
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply
to: HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th
Street, Bakersfield, CA 93301.
Ref. job code MEQOS.

Dalla Dental Group seeks Sr.
Manager, Strategy & Operations
Analyst for Elk Grove location.
Must have MS in Mgmt., Busi-
ness Admin. or rel. or foreign
equiv. &min. 3yrs. in Ops Mgmt.
roles or rel. w/ skills pertaining to
materials requirement, materials
planning, controlling inventory &
managing costs analysis. Sal:
$146k-$149k/yr. Send res: info@
oradentistry.com

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical sPlumbing
<Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture «Painting
«Lighting *Concrete
Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318
(916)287-6164

nocal

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by dealer.
(Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call
1-833-958-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (cai-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

/57)
MPG

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Specializing In:

¢ Oil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

e Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
* Brakes

e Wheel Alignment

A

Elk Grove Blvd

\

Elk Groye Blvd - Florin Rd

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
* Brake &
Lamp Station

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Junk Removal Landscaping

MS Hauling
+«Junk Removal
«Garage Cleanouts
sYard Debris
*E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

e ROOF REPAIR

e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING

Se Habla
Espanol

e NEW ROOFS

CELL 209.810.6233

v M e

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
* ROOF REPAIR
* OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
*DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

e - -
‘//-\ '
: & : mm

w SACRAMENTO VALLEY

ROOFING & GUTTERS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

« GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
-GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

Tractor Work

Michael- 916-747-9667

sLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail s\Bushog
*Septic System Installation Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes «Trenching elrrigation
*Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

Plumbing

8 A- A
PAINTING
PRESSURE

WASHING
Interior / Exterior

INOYOBlISATOOIBIG

Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004

Mike Johnson - Owner

9216-257-9609

Bonded & Insured LickES3045

Solving Plumbing Problems,
OneleakataTime
Residential & Commercial
Platero Parada Plumbing
Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:
650-431-8893 Lic. 1112115

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.L.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generafions of Quality Painters
HODRO19
weme) We accept Visa & |
VA Mastercard =

Visit: mpg8.com

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!
Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

IS
@ Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Window Cleaning

Bo Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial
1 & 2 Story, Pressure
Washing, Gutter Cleaning
Wood Splitting, Yard Cleanup
& Maintenance. Call or Text
209-327-9981.
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Nine Commission-Supported Bills Signed into Law

Little Hoover Commission
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Nine
bills supported by the Little
Hoover Commission were signed
into law this year, including four
measures that will strengthen
efforts against intimate partner
violence and other legislation to
address labor trafficking, organic
waste disposal, and customer-cen-
tric government.

“Seeing our recommenda-
tions embraced by the legislature
and Governor Newsom and
then turned into concrete pol-
icy improvements speaks to the
Little Hoover Commission's
bi-partisan approach to solving
California's complex challenges,”
said Commission Chair Pedro
Nava. “We are honored that our
work is helping to protect many of
California's most vulnerable.”

The Commission is a nonpar-
tisan 13-member body appointed
by the Governor and legislative
leadership, and charged with mak-
ing recommendations for policy
changes that will foster efficiency,
economy, and improved ser-
vice in state government. The
Commission supports legislation
and other actions that implement
its recommendations.

The four bills addressing inti-
mate partner violence implement
recommendations stemming from
Commission reports. Among
other reforms, those reports urged
a focus on prevention and early
intervention, accompanied by ade-
quate funding.

Three of the bills address pre-
vention and early intervention:

AB 2308 (Davies) extends from
10 to 15 years the maximum dura-
tion of a protective order issued
against people convicted of cer-
tain domestic violence offenses.

SB 1394 (Min) creates new
ways for survivors to stop a

domestic abuser from tracking
their car.

SB 989 (Ashby) enhances
investigation procedures in cases
involving domestic violence-re-
lated deaths.

AB 2432 (Gabriel, Cervantes,
Reyes), establishes a California
Crime Victims Fund, which will
disburse fines paid by corpora-
tions convicted of illegal activity,
to assist victims, including survi-
vors of intimate partner violence.

“These new laws will make a
real impact in the lives of people
who experience intimate part-
ner violence,” said Commissioner
Janna Sidley, the Commission’s on
IPV subcommittee chair “We want
to congratulate Assemblymembers
Davies, Gabriel, Cervantes and
Reyes and Senator Min, for their
important work in getting these
bills passed, and the Governor for
signing them.”

Two approved bills further
the goals of recommendations
from three Commission reports
on labor trafficking. Detecting
labor trafficking is difficult as
few understand the nature of the
crime, and implementation of
state human trafficking laws has
focused on sex trafficking.

Even when these crimes are
successfully identified, cases that
bring traffickers to justice remain
rare. The Commission recom-
mended that the state empower
state agencies to investigate labor
trafficking crimes and conduct
public education and outreach
campaigns to increase awareness
of all forms of human trafficking.

AB 1888 (Arambula and
Ramos) establishes a dedicated
labor trafficking unit within the
California Department of Justice
to receive labor trafficking reports
from law enforcement agencies
and other entities and refer those
reports to appropriate agencies for
action. AB 1966 (Davies) requires

ticket sellers to include infor-
mation and resources for human
trafficking victims with all ticket
purchases for events at an enter-
tainment venue.

“These reforms will help
California serve those victimized
by labor trafficking, an often-hid-
den crime,” said Commission
Vice Chair Anthony Cannella.
“Assemblymembers Arambula,
Ramos and Davies should be
very proud of this important
milestone.”

In a 2023 report, Reducing
California’s Landfill Emissions:
SB 1383 Implementation, the
Commission determined that
California is falling short in the
fight against harmful landfill
emissions, a major contributor to
climate change. The report fea-
tured recommendations that would
help further the state’s efforts to
curb methane emission, including:

Build as much flexibility as
possible for local governments to
recycle their organic waste.

Expand the list of compliance
pathways and products eligible to
count toward a jurisdiction’s pro-
curement requirements.

Plan for the necessary infra-
structure to achieve the state’s
environmental goals, facilitate
community composting, speed
up the permitting process, and
make any necessary changes to
the relationship between state and
local governments to better reflect
shared responsibility for waste
management.

Two approved bills will further
the goals of these recommenda-
tions. AB 2346 (Lee) provides
flexibility to local governments
in how they comply with procure-
ment requirements for recovered
organic material. SB 1046 (Laird)
requires a Program Environmental
Impact Report for small and
medium composts facilities to
streamline permitting and help the

state meet its climate goals.

AB 2455 (Gabriel) modern-
izes whistleblower laws and add
protections to prevent the mis-
use of state funds and is in line
with numerous Commission rec-
ommendations through the years
regarding fiscal accountability.

Here are details of the nine
bills that were supported by the
Commission and that were signed
into law this year.

Intimate Partner Violence

SB 989 (Ashby) expands law
enforcement and coroners’ duties
when a deceased person has a
history as victim of domestic vio-
lence. Allows additional access to
coroner records for family mem-
bers when litigating a victim’s
death.

AB 2432 (Gabriel, Cervantes,
Reyes) establishes the California
Crime Victims Fund in the State
Treasury and would require that
moneys deposited in the fund be
continuously appropriated to the
Office of Emergency Services to
support crime victims’ services.

AB 2308 (Davies) authorizes a
court to issue a protective order
for up to 15 years. Authorizes the
issuing court, upon a written peti-
tion by the prosecuting attorney,
defendant, or victim, to modify or
terminate the protective order for
good cause if the parties receive
notice at least 15 days before the
hearing on the petition. Expands
the scope of a crime to create a
state-mandated local program.

SB 1394 (Min) establishes a
process for the rapid termina-
tion of a domestic abuser’s access
to app-connected, remote, and
GPS-based vehicle technol-
ogy. Requires car manufacturers
to disable an abuser’s access to
remote vehicle technology within
two business days of a survi-
vor’s request provided sufficient
documentation, such as proof of
legal possession of the vehicle or

a domestic violence restraining
order that awards possession of
the vehicle in question.

Labor Trafficking

AB 1966 (Davies) requires a
primary ticket seller to include
information regarding nonprofit
organizations that provide ser-
vices or support in the elimination
of slavery and human trafficking.

AB 1888 (Arambula and
Ramos) establishes the Labor
Trafficking Unit within the
Department of Industrial
Relations to receive, investigate,
and prosecute complaints alleg-
ing labor trafficking and take
steps to prevent it. The Unit will
also coordinate with the Labor
Enforcement Task Force, the
Criminal Investigation Unit, the
Department of Justice, and the
Civil Rights Department to com-
bat labor trafficking.

Organic Waste Disposal

AB 2346 (Lee) authorizes
local jurisdictions to be credited
for the procurement of recovered
organic waste products through
an agreement with a direct service
provider. Recovered organic waste
that local jurisdictions procure
from specified compost operations
also count towards the local juris-
diction’s procurement target.

SB 1046 (Laird) requires
CalRecycle to prepare and certify
completion of an environmen-
tal impact report that would
streamline the process for juris-
dictions to develop small and
medium organic waste compost-
ing facilities.

Customer-Centric Government

AB 2455 (Gabriel) modern-
izes local and state whistleblower
hotline laws and add protections
to prevent the misuse of state
funds. These changes are meant to
improve accountability, increase
public trust, and ensure govern-
ment actions and transactions are
transparent. *

Taxpayer-Funded Political

Advocacy 1s lllegal

Record Uncertainty Hanging

Over Nation's Main Streets

By Jon Coupal

As the November election gets closer,
there are increasing complaints from voters
over local governments openly supporting
tax hikes. While local government officials
are free to support or oppose ballot mea-
sures, they may not authorize the use of
public funds on any election matter — be it
for or against a candidate or initiative.

Despite the illegality of taxpayer funded
advocacy, officials have an incentive to try
it anyway because the potential ROI (the
return on investment) of millions — if not bil-
lions — in new tax revenue would dwarf any
fine or other punishment they might face.

That must change. The same First
Amendment rights that allow individuals to
speak on ballot issues also prohibits the use
of taxpayer funds for political advocacy. In
1976, the California Supreme Court ruled,
“The use of the public treasury to mount an
election campaign which attempts to influ-
ence the resolution of issues which our
Constitution leaves to the “free election’ of
the people (see Const., art. 11, 8 2) ... pres-
ents a serious threat to the integrity of the
electoral process.” Stanson v. Mott (1976)
17 Cal.3d 206, 218.

Such a “serious threat” deserves a
response of imposing real penalties on bad
actors including large fines, personal liabil-
ity on the part of those authorizing those
expenditures and, yes, even jail time.

The agency charged with policing cam-
paign finance violations is the Fair Political
Practices Commission, which can be an
aggressive enforcer against these expen-
ditures. For example, the FPPC imposed
a $1.3 million fine against Los Angeles
County for using taxpayer funds for polit-
ical ads touting Measure H, a sales tax
increase on the ballot in 2017. It was the
largest fine ever imposed by the FPPC.

The fine against L.A. County was precip-
itated by a complaint filed by the Howard
Jarvis Taxpayers Association. It was
hoped that the fine levied by FPPC would
serve as a warning to government enti-
ties in California that they must obey all
state laws and regulations relating to both
reporting campaign expenditures as well as
providing disclosures on campaign adver-
tising. And, to some extent, it has.

However, as noted earlier, the ROI for
violations can overcome the deterrent effect
of a large fine. Sure, a $1.3 million dollar
fine imposed on the County of Los Angeles
seems big. But because the Measure H tax

has generated more than $2.4 billion since
its passage, L.A. politicians could easily
conclude, “it was worth it.”

That’s why stiffer penalties are needed to
ensure that no amount of ROI would lead
a politician to conclude “it was worth it.”

So, what can voters do if they see a tax-
payer-funded political ad that crosses the
line from “informational” material to out-
right “advocacy?”

At a minimum, voters may forward
a copy or screen shot of the question-
able ad and send it directly to the FPPC’s
“ad-watch” program, where citizens can
report government-financed communi-
cations that they suspect cross the line
into political advocacy. According to the
FPPC’s website, its rules on reporting and
disclosures “also apply to communications
from public entities when their activity
meets the thresholds to qualify as a ‘com-
mittee.” This happens when a state or local
governmental agency pays public mon-
eys for a communication to the public and
the communication expressly advocates
the election or defeat of a clearly identi-
fied candidate or the qualification, passage,
or defeat of a clearly identified measure,
or, taken as a whole and in context, unam-
biguously urges a particular result in an
election.”

In addition to FPPC engagement, vot-
ers have alternative remedies. While the
FPPC’s jurisdiction is limited to enforcing
the disclosure of campaign spending and
the timely reporting of those expenditures,
the courts — both federal and state — are not
so limited. Taxpayers have the right to pro-
ceed directly to Superior Court for claims
asserted under the First Amendment of
both the U.S. and California Constitutions.

Finally, voters can always contact the
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association
which has created a Public Integrity Project
under the auspices of HJTA’s affiliated
Foundation. HJITF’s Public Integrity Project
has already proven to be an additional
enforcement tool against illegal expendi-
tures of public funds and other violations of
law that hurt taxpayers and voters.

It’s bad enough when local politicians
work to raise taxes when Californians are
already paying one of the highest tax bur-
dens in America. But it’s adding insult to
injury to have those efforts supported with
the same public funds that could be spent
on legitimate government services.

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard
Jarvis Taxpayers Association. *

National Federation of Independent
Business News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - A double dose of
bad news sprung from the latest Optimism
Index released by the National Federation
of Independent Business (NFIB). The
Index showed a 33rd consecutive month
below its 50-year average but its uncer-
tainty component raised more than a few
eyebrows, rising 11 points to 103.

“Small business owners are desperate to
cling to any good news they can and find-
ing nothing to grasp,” said John Kabateck,
state director for the National Federation
of Independent Business in California. “I
give equal blame to Congress for drag-
ging its feet on making the Small Business
Deduction permanent, and to California for
— where to start? — passing new laws curb-
ing the free-speech rights of employers,
imposing new requirements on independent
contractors, adding new unlawful employ-
ment practices, knitting a crazy quilt of
minimum-wage laws, and requiring work-
place violence prevention plans from every
employer no matter the need, time required
or paperwork involved. Have the time? I
have more. Hopefully, things have gotten
so rock bottom with small business and

working families that it will motivate vot-
ers to make positive changes at the ballot
box this November."

“Small business owners are feeling
more uncertain than ever. Uncertainty
makes owners hesitant to invest in cap-
ital spending and inventory, especially
as inflation and financing costs con-
tinue to put pressure on their bottom
lines,” said the National Federation of
Independent Business Chief Economist
Bill Dunkelberg.

The average rate paid on short maturity
loans was 10.1%, up 0.6 of a point from
August. The last time it was this high was
February 2001.

Thirty-four percent (seasonally
adjusted) of owners reported job openings
they could not fill in the current period,
down six points from August.

Seasonally adjusted, a net 32% reported
raising compensation, down one point
from August and remaining the lowest
reading since April 2021.

Twenty-three percent of owners reported
that inflation was their single most import-
ant problem in operating their business
(higher input and labor costs), down one
point from August but remaining the top
issue. *

Democrats Double Down
on End of Session Chaos

Office of Assemblyman James
Gallagher News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Democrats are
doubling down on their mismanagement and
undemocratic tactics during a chaotic end
of session. In response to an investigation
request from Assembly Republican Leader
James Gallagher (R-Yuba City), Democrats
insisted no rules were violated and everything
ran smoothly, despite barring Republican
members from participating in discussion
and limiting debate to just 30 seconds per
member.

“Democrats’ refusal to address the chaos
on the last day of session is disappointing,
but not a surprise,” said Gallagher. “By cut-
ting off debate, Democrats silenced the voices

of our constituents and did a disservice to
Californians who deserve a transparent law-
making process. We’re not done fighting for
what’s right, because Democrats’ business as
usual is no longer acceptable.”

Democrats’ response, where they claim “no
rules were violated in the final hours of ses-
sion,” ignores underlying concerns around
limiting debate on important legislative
issues. Instead, Democrats have justified their
actions by citing precedent and twisting par-
liamentary rules to retroactively defend their
actions.

Assemblyman James Gallagher represents
the 3rd Assembly District, which encom-
passes all of Glenn, Sutter, Tehama and Yuba
counties as well as portions of Butte and
Colusa counties. *
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CSD Considers
Relocation of Water
and Sewer Lines

Story and photo
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- During the construc-
tion of Murieta Village
in the 1970s, the Pension
Trust Fund laid the water
and sewer lines beneath
the mobile home sites, an
unusual configuration that
has made repairing leaks
both difficult and some-
times hazardous. Adding to
the issue is the aging PVC
pipes, which have failed
five times in the past six
months.

Fortunately for the
mobile home park resi-
dents, the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District is launching a
new Capital Improvement
Project to relocate the
water and sewer mains to
the streets and common
areas. This project, likely
to take several years and
cost millions, will prob-
ably be implemented in
phases to reduce the finan-
cial burden on the district's
reserves and allow time to
seek outside funding.

A project to fix the
Village pipes may have
been delayed for years if
not for recent actions taken
by Michael Fritschi, the
district’s former operations
manager, Dale Schell, a
persistent Village landlord,
and Mimi Morris, the dis-
trict’s general manager

Fritschi sent a letter to
the Village manager on
Nov. 23, 2023, explain-
ing why the district would
no longer repair water
and sewer lines that didn’t
adhere to district code.
None of the residents
received the letter.

When Schell experi-
enced a water leak in April,
he had to pay a plumber

to make the repair. Schell
emailed the board in May,
questioning why the dis-
trict had reclassified water
lines serving multiple
homes as privately owned.
These were the same tan-
gled water lines the district
had been repairing for
years.

Frustrated by the
response from staff, Schell
raised concerns to the July
Board meeting. President
Tim Maybee assured him
that he would discuss
the matter with Morris
and have staff arrange a
meeting.

While investigating the
repair situation, Morris dis-
covered that an $877,000
Capital Improvements
Project to relocate the
Village water lines had
been included in the 2021
budget but was missing
from the following year's
budget.

After meeting twice
with the Improvements
Committee, Morris pro-
posed an interim policy
that would allow Village
property owners to
seek reimbursement for
plumbing repairs to “a
CSD-owned water line.”
She also recommended a
new plan to relocate both
the water and sewer pipes
in the Village. On Oct. 16,
the board unanimously
approved both recom-
mendations, including the
allocation of $100,000 into
the plan for the preliminary
design.

Sept. 18 Meeting

Morris first brought the
Murieta Village pipe sit-
uation to the district’s
Improvements Committee
on Sept. 18. The commit-
tee consists of two board
members, Randy Jenco and
Martin Pohl, Morris, the
director of operations, and

other staff. The commit-
tee looks at infrastructure
issues in depth and reports
its findings to the board.

One attendee was Rob
McCloud, a former dis-
trict utility manager who
retired about 11 years ago
and also owns property
in the Village. McCloud
pointed out that the code
Fritschi referenced in his
letter to the Village man-
ager applied to a single
home, not multiple homes
on a shared line. “I don’t
care if that pipe is a quar-
ter or three-quarters of an
inch. With multiple homes
on it, it is a water main,” he
said.

Morris also informed
the committee that she
had discovered a plan pro-
posed several years earlier
to relocate the water pipes,
which would have solved
the current problem. She
planned to investigate it
further.

Jenco vaguely recalled
the project, believing the
trenching was meant to
coincide with the Village
repaving of the streets.
Travis Bohannon, the
interim operations direc-
tor, remembered discussing
the project with the former
operations director, Paul
Siebensohn, who had esti-
mated it would cost several
million dollars.

Later at the October
board meeting, Maybee
mentioned that the 2021
Village project hadn’t been
included in the following
year’s plan because of fis-
cal constraints.

McCloud emphasized
that the pipes should never
have been laid under the
mobile home sites. “It’s not
the fault of the residents
that it was put in that way
by the Operating Engineers
Local 3,” he said. He
added that, if he were still

Ll
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The Rancho Murieta Community Services District is planning to relocate the Murieta Village

water and sewer service lines from underneath the homes into the streets.

working for the district,
he would have advocated
relocating the water lines,
but only one section at a
time.

The two board members
were open to the sugges-
tions. Jenco acknowledged
that the district should
work on the issue, stating,
“We need to do the right
thing.”

Pohl asked if the sewer
lines could be relocated
simultaneously, to which
Bohannon agreed, not-
ing, “Why dig twice if you
don’t have to?” However,
he also cautioned that
much would depend on
the location, adding, “The
water and sewer lines need
at least six feet of spacing
between them.”

McCloud raised another
issue, noting that cleanouts
weren't installed during
the original construc-
tion. The only cleanout he
knew of was the one he
had installed at his prop-
erty. He also suggested
that homeowners should be
responsible for paying for
their own cleanouts.

A cleanout is a pipe with
a cap that allows a plumber
access to the private pipe
at the point where the pri-
vate sewer line connects
to a utility line. According
to utility code, the district
is responsible for main-
taining the sewer pipe up
to the cleanout, while the
homeowner is responsi-
ble for any clogs or repairs
beyond the cleanout.

Oct. 8 Meeting
Schell’s complaint

and the relocation of the
Village pipes were again
discussed at the Oct. 8
Improvements Committee
meeting. There was con-
siderable debate about
where the district's respon-
sibility for the water lines
begins and ends, with the
consensus settling on the
water meter as the bound-
ary. Morris suggested
referring to the unusual
lines in the Village as sub-
mains, while Eric Houston,
the district’s new opera-
tions manager, explained
that in larger city systems,
these lines would be clas-
sified as water mains and
distribution mains.

Schell pointed out
that the issue began
with Fritschi’s letter last
November. Jenco asked
Morris if the letter should
be rescinded, given the
angst it had caused. Morris
responded that she didn’t
think it was necessary.

Morris explained that
staff had prepared an
interim policy that allowed
property owners, including
Schell, to seek reimburse-
ment for plumbing repairs
to a district-owned
mainline.

During the discussion,
Jenco noted that while the
water line issue seemed
resolved, the sewer pipe
cleanouts presented a sep-
arate challenge. “Number
one, we have to figure out
if they have cleanouts,” he
said. “Then number two
is, if there aren’t any, we
need to come up with a
proposal.”

Bohannon added that

Utilities Supervisor Ron
Greenfield should be
part of the conversation.
Village resident Richard
Gehrs mentioned that
most mobile homes in
the area don’t have clea-
nouts, which had caused
costly problems in the past.
However, some newer res-
idents installed cleanouts.

Jenco suggested continu-
ing the discussion about
sewer lines at the com-
mittee level until more
information could be gath-
ered. “I don’t think there
is a lot of urgency here,”
he said. Both he and Pohl
agreed that the interim
water policy should be
immediately referred to the
board.

After the Oct. 8 commit-
tee meeting, Village Board
Member Richardson con-
tacted the River Valley
Times to express his sup-
port. He praised Schell
for pursuing the issue and
McCloud for his advocacy,
and he was pleased the
district was taking respon-
sibility for the lines.

“So this is really great
news although it is still
going to cost the home-
owners some money,”
Richardson said.

Speaking at the Oct. 16
board meeting, part-time
Village resident Alexander
Warrington also expressed
his gratitude. “From my
perspective, this is a win-
win situation,” he said.
“We will work with you on
these water lines and water
meters... | think | speak
for the entire community
on this.” *

Hospital Guild Back
Open to Volunteers

By Carol Barr, Mercy
General Hospital Guild

Editor’s note: Mercy
General Hospital offers
many services, includ-
ing heart and vascular
care, a family birth cen-
ter and cancer care. The
Sacramento hospital, part
of the Dignity Health net-
work, is dedicated to
delivering high quality,
compassionate care and
access to Sacramento and
nearby communities.

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- The Mercy General
Hospital Guild is back
open to all volunteers since
the pandemic years.

We are hoping that some
will want to give back to
your community by vol-
unteering. The address for
Mercy General Hospital is
4001 J St., Sacramento.

\olunteers only work in
four-hour shifts, which are

4

i

/

baked goods at the annual personal tea in May.

9a.m.to 12:30 p.m., 12:30
to 4 p.m. or in some cases,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The basic
requirement is only two
shifts a month. The yearly
fee for membership is $20.

There are many depart-
ments where volunteers
can work.

The AlexGSpanos

information desk is located
in the main lobby. Patients
are directed to registrars
so they can have their pro-
cedures completed from
that desk. We also direct
patients and their fami-
lies to see loved ones or
find the locations of their
procedures.

The Mercy Hospital Guild volunteers served 608 hospital staff members tea sandwiches and

The Mercy Medical
Plaza Information Desk
is located in the doctors’
offices building next door,
and patients are directed
to their doctors’ offices or
outpatient surgery there.

The Surgery/Cardiac
Waiting Area is located
on the second floor of the

The Mercy Hospital Guild volunteers host the annual personal
tea. Photos courtesy of Deborah McStocker/Mercy Guild

main hospital. We keep
families informed of their
loved ones’ surgery and its
completion.

The gift shop is located
on the first floor of the
main hospital. There are
always beautiful clothes,
jewelry and gifts, and sea-
sonal art pieces to purchase
as well as books, candy
and snacks.

If a volunteer would
rather work from home,
there are pillowcases that
are made for all our car-
diac patients, plus there are
creations made for our sea-
sonal sales throughout the
year.

The fun activities are

planned for the staff at the
hospital. These include
bake sales, ice cream
socials, vendor sales and
the annual personal tea
held each May.

There is office work
available in the new Guild
office located in the main
hospital basement. The
staff organizes hours and
keeps information like
addresses and requirements
current for all volunteers.

If you are interested
in getting an application,
please call 916-453-4699.
The requirements will be
explained to you and an
application will be avail-
able. *

A Veteran:
TODAY ¥
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Stop Criminals, Drugs, Theft

By John McGinness

California voters will
have several very important
decisions to make as they
complete their November
2024 ballots. One that has
the potential to reverse a
decade of deterioration of
the state’s criminal justice
system is Proposition 36.

To adequately analyze the
merits of Proposition 36, a
quick review of history is
in order. Ten years ago, vot-
ers approved Proposition
47 based upon assurance
that it would improve pub-
lic safety. The voters were
deceived — Proposition 47
eliminated compounding
consequences for several
theft and possession and use
of dangerous drugs. Many
crimes were reduced from
felonies to misdemeanors,
eliminating the deterrent
value of discipline.

The results have been
devastating for the state of
California. Urban, subur-
ban, and even rural areas
once used for recreation
have been taken over by
critically addicted people
living like walking zom-
bies. Retail businesses have
become so frequently vic-
timized by “smash and
grab” thieves that merchants
have been forced to lock up
much of their merchandise
out of reach, inconvenienc-
ing legitimate costumers and
staff. Fentanyl poisoning has
become the leading cause
of death for Americans
18-45-years-of-age. On
average, over 200 deaths
by fentanyl poisoning occur
in the United States every
day. Consider the tolerance

society would have in an
environment in which 200
people were killed in a com-
mercial airline crash every
day — public outcry would
be extreme and warranted,;
change would be mandated
by an outraged public. Yet
persons in positions of lead-
ership seem

in court supervised treat-
ment. Those cited typically
ignore their citations, fail
to appear in court and con-
tinue to live their destructive
lifestyle, wreaking havoc
on the streets, parks and
public facilities through-
out the state. Proposition

consequences be brought
against those who habitu-
ally violate the law for the
sake of discouraging habit-
ual lawlessness.

Critics have asserted that
Proposition 36 represents
a reversion to days of mass
incarceration. It does not!
Proposition 36

oblivious or 4
apathetic to
the plight of
our youth.
Proposition
36 will restore
the ability of
the criminal
justice sys-
tem to impose
compounding
consequences
on chronic
habitual
offenders for
the sake of
discouraging
unacceptable
behavior.

YES

to

incentive for

treatment for
. J

) is a bipartisan
concept cre-
ated by elected
distract attor-
neys of diverse
political and
philosophi-
cal affiliation,
supported by
big city may-
ors from
California’s
diverse com-
munities,
provide

those chron-
ically addicted

Specifically,
offenders convicted not
once, but twice of posses-
sion of hard and dangerous
drugs will be eligible for
felony prosecution or com-
pletion of a court-supervised
treatment for addiction. This
course of action was com-
mon before the passage of
Proposition 47, when drug
court was a viable option
for those first charged with
felony drug possession.
The impetus for treatment
is now gone by virtue of
chronic drug offenders suf-
fering through addiction and
only being cited for misde-
meanor violations of law.
That means no time in cus-
tody in California, and no
incentive to participate

36 will give incentive to
those who badly need treat-
ment. Those who complete
the treatment and graduate
from the program will have
the opportunity to have their
record expunged and avoid
incarceration, liberating
them to live rich full lives.

Proposition 36 will also
reclassify fentanyl as a hard
drug, and provide enhanced
penalties on those who pos-
sess fentanyl while armed
with a firearm.

As or thieves, Proposition
36 will impose the poten-
tial for felony consequences
for persons twice convicted
of petty theft and charged
with a subsequent theft
case. It simply demands that

to dangerous
drugs, as well as common
sense solutions to those who
habitually break the law and
diminish the quality of life
for law abiding Californians.

If concern for law abiding
citizens and those seeking to
safely pursue their dreams
in this state is insufficient to
motivate voters to support
this thoughtful proposition,
consider the wellbeing of
the people directly adversely
impacted by the results of
the horrific current state
of law. Since 2014, when
Proposition 47 passed,
the number of chronically
addicted people living on
the streets of California has
exploded. Failing to recog-
nize the wellbeing of those

lost to drugs on the streets
represents an apathetic dis-
regard for our fellow human
beings. Swift, lawful action
taken to put these lost souls
on the path to a vastly better
existence is the compassion-
ate and appropriate action to
be taken by the electorate of
this state.

Ten years ago, the polit-
ical leadership of the state
of California misled the
voters, assuring them that
Proposition 47 would
enhance public safety, that
eliminating thoughtful
punitive consequences for
lawlessness would some-
how make the schools and
neighborhoods safer. Many
of those same people are
again describing Proposition
as something vastly different
than what it is. Proposition
36 is a plan to reduce home-
lessness, drug addiction, and
theft in California. Law-
abiding taxpayers deserve
better, future generations of
Californians deserve bet-
ter and those in the grip of
addiction need our help.
Please do not be fooled
by the same people who
misled the voters to pass

Proposition 47.

Please help save
California. Vote “Yes” on
Prop.36.

John McGinness, MS,
is the retired sheriff of
Sacramento County, an
adjunct professor of crim-
inal justice and host of the
John McGinness Show on
KFBK. He can be reached at
916-924-3901
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Electric Dreams
or Economic
Nightmares?

By Sue Frost

I want to share my con-
cerns about a significant
policy change that has
the potential to impact
not only Californians but
also people across the
entire country. California's
Advanced Clean Fleets
(ACF) rule, established last
October by the California
Air Resources Board, man-
dates that all medium and
large trucks transition to
electric vehicles by 2035.
This rule applies to any
fleet of at least 50 trucks
operating within our state,
regardless of where a com-
pany's headquarters might
be.

California is a big player
on the global stage — our
decisions impact people
from all walks of life, not
just in our state but around
the world. The ACF rule
is no exception, espe-
cially since we're waiting
to see if the Environmental
Protection Agency will let
California set its own emis-
sions standards. If they say
yes, other states might fol-
low our lead.

It sounds good in the-
ory, but the reality is
complex. The people who
run our supply chains,
from businesses to truck
drivers, face a huge chal-
lenge. There's even legal
pushback, including from
the California Trucking
Association, arguing that
this rule goes too far and
disrupts the national goods
movement industry.

Let’s break down
what this means for us.
California's ports like Los
Angeles and Long Beach

The bottom line
is that the extra
costs—ifrom the
trucks to the
infrastructure
and electricity—
will ultimately
fall on us, the
consumers and
taxpayers.

handle almost $500 billion
in cargo yearly. With over
1.8 million trucks on our
roads and less than 300 of
them electric, you can see
the gap we need to bridge.

The shift from die-
sel to electric trucks is
steep. Diesel trucks can
travel up to 2,000 miles
on a single tank and take
about 15 minutes to refuel.
Electric trucks? They cost
much more, might only
get you 150 to 500 miles
per charge, and take up to
three hours to recharge.
And with only a few public
charging stations available,
meeting the state's goals
will be a massive, costly
project.

Also, our push for more
renewable energy sources
like wind and solar has its
own set of challenges.

Just days after mandat-
ing all new cars be electric
by 2035, Californians were
asked to cut back on elec-
tricity to avoid blackouts.
Plus, the costs to produce
these electric batteries are
high, both financially and

Sue Frost. Photo courtesy of
Sue Frost.

environmentally.

The trucks themselves
need two huge batteries
that add a lot of weight,
which means trucks will
need to carry lighter loads
or more trucks will be
needed, potentially leading
to more traffic.

The bottom line is that
the extra costs—from the
trucks to the infrastruc-
ture and electricity—will
ultimately fall on us, the
consumers and taxpayers.
This includes higher prices
and taxes to cover these
expenses and likely short-
ages of goods.

| support cleaner air,
but we need to be practi-
cal. Instead of just using
catchy slogans or unre-
alistic plans, we should
use proven methods. Let’s
improve our roads and
highways to help reduce
traffic jams and update our
ports and freight stations
to keep trucks from idling
while they wait for loads.
These steps can truly help
reduce emissions.

Thank you for reading —
and as always if you want
to contact me, call me at
916-874-5491, or e-mail
me at SupervisorFrost@
saccounty.gov. *

Sacramento County
Supervisor Sue Frost rep-
resents the 4th District,
which includes the com-
munities of Citrus Heights,
Folsom, Orangevale,
Antelope, North Highlands,
Rio Linda, Elverta and
Rancho Murieta.

Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

Preseason games don’t matter. No one
cares about preseason games. Preseason
games are just about getting the players in
shape. Coaches and fans don’t care about
wins and losses in preseason games.

Wrong! Wrong! Wrong!

The truth is losing matters, and unfor-
tunately it creates a tone and can be
contagious.

Preseason games show teams what they
have, and winning creates positive habits
that more often and not carry over into the
regular season.

So, if I’'m right, what do Kings fans
make of a zero-win preseason record?

You should be concerned, but not wor-
ried. There’s a difference, so don’t wring
your hands just yet.

The good news is the Kings starters
overall looked pretty good. In the first
two preseason games against the Golden
State Warriors, the Kings starters played
the Warriors to a standstill for the first half
of both games.

The starters did not participate in the
second half of either game, and the Kings
were forced to take a long look at their
bench strength.

I’m not certain how deep coach Brown
intends to go as it relates to bench players,
but my guess with the recent signing of
Doug McDermott, he will probably play
10 or even 11 players.

What we know is that due to injuries to
Trey Lyles and Kevin Huerter, the Kings
have yet to see a true picture of what their
regular season bench will look like.

Both Lyles and Huerter are experienced
NBA players, and both can have an imme-
diate impact when they enter a game.
Both are good passers, can drive effec-
tively to the hoop and have a better than
average three-point game.

What we also know is that Malik Monk
is likely to be the first player off the
bench, so when Lyles and Huerter return,
we can see with some certainty who the
first three off the bench will undoubtedly
be.

Although in a pinch Lyles can play the
five, it is more likely that veteran Alex
Len will be called on to give Domantas
Sabonis a blow every game, and at times

SACRAMENTO
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in the preseason Len has been a bright
spot. | have long believed that Len may
have another level to his game, and I’'m
hopeful that if he sees consistent playing
time, his game will demonstrate the kind
of NBA confidence the Kings have longed
for. Seven footers with skills are in short
supply, so giving Len every opportunity to
shine just makes lots of sense. At age 31
Len is still in his prime, and with every
season he brings much needed veteran
experience to the lineup and represents
a rim protector when Sabonis is off the
floor.

So, with Huerter, Lyles, Monk, and
Len coach Brown is nine deep, so who
do the Kings have that could also make a
contribution?

I would hope that the signing of Doug
McDermott is not just ceremonial, so this
veteran sharpshooter should be seeing 10
to 15 minutes nightly.

If last season proved anything to me it
was that coach Brown is anything but pre-
dictable as it relates to his bench rotation,
and | believe his frenetic experiments last
year were a contributor to the Kings miss-
ing the first round of the playoffs.

Settling into a bench rotation builds
confidence in players and gives the team
an opportunity to gel. I’m crossing my
fingers that any experiments have con-
cluded in the preseason, and the regular
season will bring a level on continuity that
was missing last year.

Do | think the preseason matters?
Of course | do. But | also know the
Sacramento Kings have yet to lose a game
in the regular season, and | believe in the
players we have.

I hope you will all join me in applaud-
ing our gladiators as they step on the
hardwood for the first time on Thursday
night (Oct. 24) and open the regular sea-
son against the Minnesota Timberwolves.

The NBA schedulers did the Kings no
favors as they will face the number one
ranked defensive team in the NBA, but |
say bring them on.

Put a smile on your faces Kings fans,
and let’s celebrate on Thursday night!

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *

Are You

of their spouse.

Single Again?

SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to
helping people put their lives back together
again after divorce, separation or the loss

Finding yourself single after years of being
in a relationship can add a different kind
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many
sources to help you put all the pieces together so
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When
you first visit the website, be sure to make us
one of your favorites. We publish many articles
to help you along your new journey.

¢ Travel

Browse Caegories  Moas Bacent Articles

* Dating & Relationships
* Counseling & Advice

* Money & Finances

* Health

* Fashion & Beauty

* Consumer News

* Food & Recipes

* Lifestyle
* Parenting

Visit SingleAgain.com today,
get back out there and have
some fun!
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$555 Monthly Unlimited Golf*

Social Trial Membership
3 $88 Monthly*
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Dining and Event pr
Family Inclusive, Golf Cart options available
(*Some restrictions may apply)

Contact: Chantil Russo (916) 354-3421
crusso@ranchomurietacc.com
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Beloved Pranist Plays

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Award-winning pia-
nist and master storyteller
Richard Glazier returned
to perform for a Rancho
Murieta Women’s Club
luncheon for the fourth
time on Sept. 25.

Club president Bonnie
Kirshman warmly intro-
duced Glazier and shared
some of his musical
history.

Glazier began play-
ing piano when he was
six years old. And when
he was nine, he saw the
film “Girl Crazy” on tele-
vision, with a score by
George and Ira Gershwin,
and his career seemed to
start from there. He has
performed in concert halls
across the country, includ-
ing Carnegie Hall, and has
had three nationally broad-
cast television specials on
PBS.

“His passion for the
great American popular
song has led him to this
wonderful program we’re
going to have today—from
Broadway to Hollywood,”
Kirschman said.

Glazier, beloved by the
club, was greeted with
warm applause as he seated
himself at the piano. “It’s
great to be back here,” he
said. “This is only the sec-
ond time | have performed
in four and a half years
because I’ve had some
health problems.

“It really means a lot

because this women’s orga-
nization here in Rancho
Murieta has shown great
kindness and has been
loyal to me. | want to cele-
brate this music with you,”
he added.

Glazier began with a
heartfelt performance
of “Pure Imagination”
from “Willy Wonka & the
Chocolate Factory,” a piece
with special meaning for
him. “I was 10 when | saw
the film in 1971, and I’ve
always wanted to play it,”
Glazier shared.

That same year, he was
introduced to “Rhapsody
in Blue.” “That piece really
defined the direction |
would take,” he said.

Glazier’s passion for
music and theater was
deeply influenced by his
mother, who studied acting
in New York and partici-
pated in community theater
after marriage. “When we
went to New York when |
was 3, we saw “Fiddler on
the Roof.” Mom said she
would never forget that
performance as long as she
lives.”

Glazier followed with
a “Fiddler on the Roof”
medley, captivating the
audience.

Continuing the morn-
ing’s journey through
iconic musicals, Glazier
played a medley from “My
Fair Lady,” another film
released in 1971. As the
audience hummed along,
he transitioned seam-
lessly to “People,” a song
made famous by Barbra
Streisand in “Funny Girl.”

Glazier also reminisced

Glazier combines fascinating stories and hilarious anecdotes

with his piano performance.

about discovering an old
record at age 10 featuring
Oscar Levant perform-
ing “Rhapsody in Blue”.
“He was the premier inter-
preter of Gershwin’s
concert music in the *40s
and ’50s,” Glazier said,
noting his fascination with
Levant’s brilliance despite
his struggles with mental
illness.

Glazier shared Levant’s
witty one-liners, includ-
ing, “There is a thin line
between genius and insan-
ity, and | have crossed that
line,” and “The first thing I
do in the morning is brush
my teeth and sharpen my
tongue.”

In tribute to Levant’s vir-
tuosity, Glazier dazzled
the audience with a perfor-
mance of “Sabre Dance”,
famously featured in the
1949 film “The Barkleys
of Broadway” with Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers.

Glazier then hon-
ored the legacy of
Stephen Sondheim, call-
ing him “one of the
greatest lyricists and

composers on Broadway,”
before he played “Send in
the Clowns.”

He also shared memories
of Hugh Martin, a close
friend and mentor. “You
may not have heard of
him,” Glazier said, “But he
wrote ‘The Trolley Song’
for the 1944 film ‘Meet
Me in St. Louis’ with Judy
Garland.” He followed
with a lively rendition of
the song, to the delight of
the audience.

Glazier took the opportu-
nity to reflect on the impact
his mother had on his
childhood. “She believed
in me,” he said. “My par-
ents bought me a 16mm
Bell and Howell projec-
tor, and 1 would check out
movies from the library to
watch in the basement.”

His voice softened as he
spoke about his mother’s
passing in 2010, explain-
ing that he had put together
a medley of her favorite
Hollywood songs in her
memory. The audience sat
in silence as he played the
tribute.

The reflection behind the keyboard makes it appear that two

artists are playing.

Audience members give Glazier a standing ovation at the end
of his performance.

Glazier shared one final,
extraordinary story. At the
age of 10, he had writ-
ten to Ira Gershwin, who
responded. Their corre-
spondence is now stored in
the Library of Congress.

A couple of years later,
Glazier and his mother
visited Gershwin’s home
in Hollywood. “When |
played ‘Embraceable You’
for him, the most amazing
thing happened: He started
singing along,” Glazier
said. “That’s something
you can’t even make up.
You can’t put a price tag on
inspiration like that.”

As Glazier played

and sang the lyrics to
“Embraceable You,” the
room filled with emo-
tion. The audience burst
into applause, only to be
silenced again as Glazier
transitioned seamlessly
into “Rhapsody in Blue.”
The crowd erupted into
thunderous applause, many
joining a standing ovation.
As the applause died
down, Women’s Club
members gathered around
the piano to chat with
the pianist. Several club
members have become per-
sonal friends after his past
performances at their lun-
cheons. *
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New Furniture

Family owned and operated since 1948, Naturwood Home Furnishings is
an amazing furniture store providing the absolute best in value, quality,
selection, and service. Customers want their home to reflect their personal
style; and Naturwood strives to offer as many choices as possible.

Grant Park Dining Table
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Mon-Sat 10am—-6pm ¢ Sun Tlam-6pm

The 87,000 square foot showroom has all the most exciting styles and the
best brands like Flexsteel, Stickley, Serta and many more. The courteous
and knowledgeable staff are ready to help you with all your home furnish-
ing needs. Interior designers are available to visit your home and guide
you through a single item design, whole room design, entire house de-
signs, office designs, space planning, furniture selections, fabrics, color
coordination, area rugs, accessories and more!

Come to Naturwood today and find your style for your home!
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“Tell “em Brooklynn sent you!”

12125 Folsom Blvd.
Rancho Cordova

916-351-0227

www.naturwood.com

Largest Selection of

* PROUDLY *
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with U.S. & Imported Materials

Products




