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Automated Evacuation Gates Get Forum

unaware of any threat. The topic will be discussed at a Nov. 16 town hall. Photos by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- After being left out of
discussions for years,
Rancho Murieta resi-
dents will finally have the
opportunity to weigh in
on a proposal to automate
two remote gates, allow-
ing them to automatically
open, in addition to the two
main gates, during emer-
gency evacuations.

This opportunity will be
part of a town hall meet-
ing hosted by Sacramento
County Supervisor Sue
Frost at the RMA Building
on Nov. 16 at 10 a.m. Frost
will begin the session by

noticed by motorists.

discussing county ini-
tiatives and introducing
her successor, Rosario
Rodriguez.

During the second hour
of the town hall, Frost
has invited Greg Pryor,
president of the Rancho

The Bent Grass Court gate off Jackson Highway is little

Murieta Regional Fire Safe
Council, to present the case
for automating the Escuela
Gate on the north side
and the two Bent Grass
Court gates on the south
side of the community. If
an evacuation is required,

Kayla Medina contemplates using Escuela Gate during an emergency evacuation as the kids wheeling around her are blissfully

the incident commander
or their designee would
remotely open the gates
using a cell phone, with
a code stored at the inter-
agency fire dispatch center,
according to the fire safe
council’s proposal.
Although including
gate automation in the
2022 budget, the Rancho
Murieta Association didn’t
follow through and denied
further requests, cit-
ing safety concerns. The
RMA Board believes that
the remote gates shouldn’t
be opened until a first
responder is on site to
manage traffic.
At press time, it was
unconfirmed whether RMA
Continued on page 10

Fantastical Creatures Roam Harvest Festival

A playful encounter between “SpongeBob SquarePants” character Patrick Star and a grumpy pumpkin adds to the excitement
at Cosumnes River Elementary School PTA’s annual festival on Oct. 25.

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen

River Valley Times Reporter

on Oct. 25.

Sponsored by the PTA, the event
included the spooky haunted hall-

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - From
a pickle dressed as a ghost to La
Catrina from the Day of the Dead,
myriad youngsters trying to be some-
one else and their parents flocked to
the annual Harvest Festival held at
Cosumnes River Elementary School

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

way, a popular costume contest,
Halloween-themed carnival games,
a dance performance, a cake walk,
crafts, DJ music, bounce houses and
food trucks. A book fair ran concur-
rently in the library.

The main organizer was Lizzeth
Delgadillo, the event coordinator for

the PTA. “I heard a lot of cool feed-

back,” she said afterward. “There
were a lot of happy parents and kids.”

This year’s Harvest Festival dif-
fered from previous years in that
it wasn’t a fundraiser. Instead,
Delgadillo explained, “I just wanted
it to be more of a celebration of our

students and the parents, and not hav-

ing to ask them for too much.” After

Continued on page 3

Water
Industry
Pro Takes
Over CSD
Operations

Eric Houston is the new
operations director for the
Rancho Murieta Community
Services District. Courtesy
photo

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Eric Houston, a 19-year
water industry profes-
sional, has been appointed
as the new operations
director at the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District. He has
been working since Oct. 3.

Houston developed
extensive surface water
and groundwater treat-
ment expertise as he
advanced his career at the
City of Sacramento, the
Sacramento County Water
Agency, and the City of
Stockton.

Even before that,
Houston was exposed
to the field during his
upbringing, as his father
managed water and waste-
water treatment operations
in California and Oregon.
After high school, he
spent about a decade in
retail before following
in his father’s footsteps.
Along the way, he earned
two associate degrees and
a bachelor’s degree and
obtained the highest-level
licenses in his field.

Houston is filling the
vacancy created by the
May resignation of the
prior operations direc-
tor, Michael Fritschi.
Plant Supervisor Travis
Bohannon served as
the interim operations
manager.

City of Sacramento
Houston began his full-
time career in the water
treatment industry as a
junior plant operator at the
City of Sacramento’s water
treatment facility near
Sacramento State in 2005.
Within six months, he was
promoted to plant operator.
He later transitioned to the
wells and reservoir oper-
ating group, which offered
a schedule better suited to
his family’s needs.
Reflecting on his experi-
ence, Houston said “What
I got was being able to
work with various work
groups and to kind of form
that teamwork relation-
ship, and the understanding
of how to get projects and
Continued on page 4
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Second Trunk or Treat

Draws 200-Plus to Stonehouse Park

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Presented by the Rancho
Murieta Association
Recreation Committee,
the Trunk and Treat early
Halloween celebration took
place under ideal weather
at Stonehouse Park on Oct.
26.

Now in its second year,
the event attracted 20 cars
from the Rancho Murieta
corvette club and the classic
cars club, along with three
golf carts, whose owners
joined in the festivities for
the first time.

A crowd of costumed
children eagerly moved
from car to car, filling their
bags with candy and enjoy-
ing the spooky decorations,
including spiders and other
Halloween displays.

Committee member Wyly
Haviland estimated that
over 200 people attended.

“It was bigger than last
year, and we hope to keep
growing it so it becomes a
hallmark event,” he said.

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald
fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Dressed as an excavator, Noah Matthias poses for Kent Kilborn at the Trunk orTreat event on Oct. 26 at Stonehouse Park, hosted
by the Rancho Murieta Association Recreation Committee.

Pricilla Deluna encourages children Thomas and Sloan to pose beside a 1940 Ford Woody.

Parents didn’t have to
worry about food, as the
committee served 200 hot
dogs with chips, water,
popcorn and about 200
trick-or-treat bags.

The committee awarded
$50 gift certificates for the
most creatively decorated
car and golf cart. Theresa
Souza won with her “yel-
low brick road” setup
leading into her trunk, and
Hayley Friedman trans-
formed her cart into a
harvest festival. A prize for
best-costumed pet will be
added next year.

Another plan is to invite
residents who don’t typi-
cally get trick-or-treaters at
home to join the event next
year. “This will give them
a chance to interact with
the neighborhood kids,”
Haviland explained.

Pricilla and Taylor
Deluna attended with their
two young children. “This
is so stinking cute,” she
said. “This is a great option
for people who can’t do
Halloween night.”

More photos are available
at TheRiverValleyTimes.
com. *

b

Hunter Steichen, as Linus from “Peanuts,” proudly shows off the trunk decoration he designed
himself.
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Aubree Hanson looks amazed as she shows her mother, Brooke Hanson, her candy haul.

Karen is a Presidential Award
Holder with the Masters Club of
the Sacramento Association of

Realtors for over 37 years.

This is the most prestigious

award given,

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor
for 44 Years and counting.

*Source: MLS for residential, Not
including “Residential Income”

Thank you to all of our clients in

2023 for another successful year.
Karen Hoberg,
Broker/Owner
(916) 947-6910

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net 7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683
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Lilah Delgadillo acknowledges the crowd’s applause as
costume contest judge Vandy Passmore announces her first
place win in the Pre-K and Kindergarten division. Darek Lorey
takes second place with his U.S. Marine costume.

Kim Sackett enjoys a meal with her daughter Madison,
courtesy of one of the three food trucks.

With guidance from Pleasant Grove High School student
Aiden Claycond, Kashton Curd takes aim at a ghost in one of
the eight carnival games at the event.

5) SEALTTE)

A haunted hallway clown, portrayed by Amanda Spangler,

gives third-grader Madison Uhl and her grandmother, Tina

Stein, a fright.

Winslet Davies (left) and Aria Arceo check out the colorful

selections at the book fair in the library.

Fantastical Creatures Roam Harvest Festival

Continued from page 1

a highly successful jog-a-
thon earlier in the month,
the PTA opted to focus
on celebration rather than
additional fundraising.

Instead of asking parents
to bake for the cake walk,
Delgadillo used a donation
from Turley Wine Cellars,
arranged by a fellow PTA
member, to purchase pas-
tries. Although she had a
budget, Delgadillo sought
donations to elevate the
event. New to cold calling,
she managed to secure con-
tributions and make some
new friends.

Donations from Rancho
Murieta Homes and Land
and Town and Country
Realty funded better prizes
for the games and costume
contest, while a donation
from Illume Luxe Studios
sponsored a face painter.
Tractor Supply also con-
tributed pumpkins, potted
mums, and straw bales for
decorations.

Delgadillo and her
co-chair, Nicole Laird,
expressed appreciation for
the volunteers, including
PTA members, the Kiwanis
Club, the Ranch Preschool,
CRES teachers who judged
the costume contest and
ran the cake walk, and
seven Pleasant Grove High
School students who super-
vised the carnival games

20 minute drive from Fols

El Dorado Hills

Emcee Dan Reid announces the winners in the fourth through
sixth grade category: Daniel Delgadillo as a mariachi player,
Stella Davalos as La Catrina from Dia de los Muertos, and
Hunter Steichen as Pac-Man.

for community service
credit.

Parent Thomas Xanos
orchestrated the haunted
hallway, despite hav-
ing fewer helpers this
year, while Reggie Vezia
served as the DJ, set-
ting the Halloween mood.
Dan Reid, dressed as
an American revolution
soldier, emceed the cos-
tume contest and helped
organize enthusiastic
youngsters into a single
line for judging.

Delgadillo had another
acknowledgment, “I’m
only brave enough to take
on these events because
I have the best husband
(Johnny Delgadillo) and
friends that always show
up to support me, Katie
(Coon), Sam (Kissane),
and Amanda (Spangler),”
she said. “I’m grateful to
all of all parents too.”

Adding to the festivi-
ties, the junior competition
team from Murieta Dance
Company performed “Who
Do You Think You Are,” a
piece they’ll showcase in
their recital on Dec. 14 and
15.

Delgadillo has become
well-known around the
school for her imaginative
and elaborate decorations,
having created memorable
designs for three father-
and-daughter dances and
a PTA gala at the country
club.

At this year’s Harvest
Festival, Delgadillo once
again showcased her
creative talents. Her handi-
work was especially visible
in the eight Halloween-
themed carnival games
she crafted from scratch.
After designing each game
concept, she ordered back-
drops, often modifying

them with paint. She also
hand-made many game
accessories, like covering
cans with starched cloth
to form little ghost targets
for kids to knock off a shelf
with a ball. For another
game, she individually
decorated jars of “witch’s
brew” as targets for a ring
toss.

Delgadillo also designed
the Harvest Festival dis-
play on the front stage. She
and a friend wrapped dried
flowers to create a fall foli-
age arch. She found a fun
inflatable tractor, saving
her from having to con-
struct one, and scored a
giant inflatable pumpkin
arch that perfectly bridged
the playground and the
quad. She also created a
photo booth.

The pink witch cos-
tume Delgadillo crafted
for her daughter Lilah won
first place in the kinder-
garten division, earning
the loudest applause. She
transformed a pink dress
with layers of star-studded
and glittery fabric, added
a matching cape, crafted
a witch’s hat from card-
stock covered in the same
material, and decorated a
broomstick.

View more photos from
the Harvest Festival at
TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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Murieta Sidewalk Shoppe Opens Fall Market in

Plaza

Bl

Handcrafted wares and costumed pets were
among the attractions during the Murieta
Sidewalk Shoppe at the Murieta Plaza on
Oct. 19. In photo right, the winners of the
pet costume parade pose with their humans,
from left, Ziggy the Silkie chicken with Drew
Gray, Luna the Maltese with Jennifer Younger,

and Echo the Australian Shepherd with Carla
Hanlon. In photo above, Connie Mesich
marvels at Wilton teenager Jake Kunz, who
has turned a 4-H project into a business,
selling collapsible bars at $600 each. More
photos can be found at TheRiverValleyTimes.
com. Photos by Gail Bullen

Say More Than ‘Thank You for Your Service’

This Veterans Day, |
want you to do more than
just thank a veteran for his
or her service.

As a veteran of 28 years,
I want to challenge you to
go beyond patriotic rheto-
ric by asking some specific
questions of the veterans
you encounter.

First, ask us what we did
in military service. Don’t
worry; our stories aren’t
just about bombs and bul-
lets and boats.

For instance, most of
us would love to tell you
about how we deployed on
more than a few humani-
tarian missions.

If you ask, we’ll tell
about operations like “New
Horizon,” where we built
schools, clinics and play-
grounds all over South
America.

Some of us can tell you
about cleaning up New
Orleans after Hurricane
Katrina, while others will
tell you about flying into
countries devastated by
earthquakes or tsunamis.

Ask us what we did, and
we might recollect build-
ing runways in the desert,
pitching tents in the jungle,
hot-loading a plane, setting
up communications links
in the Australian outback
and launching a satellite

that gave you the cable TV
you enjoy.

Get us talking and
we’ll tell you about fixing
planes, loading planes, fly-
ing planes, jumping from
planes, fueling planes in
flight.

As a chaplain, I can tell
you about the blessings |
prayed over planes as well
as the blessing | had of
walking away from a plane
crash.

This generation of ser-
vice members might lose
you in their technical talk,
but | assure you they are
proud to talk about the sat-
ellites they control, the
drones they fly and the
cyber warfare they engage.

After you ask them about
what they did, ask them
where they’ve been.

They’ll likely share

their version of Johnny
Cash’s song, “I’ve Been
Everywhere.”

They’ve filled pass-
ports doing temporary
duty in places like Antigua,
Ukraine and Djibouti on
the Horn of Africa.

They’ve flown planes
over the North Pole, landed
them on the South Pole
and navigated submarines
under both.

And yes, they’ve even
spent some time in “dark
sites” that don’t exist.

They shivered with their
families on assignment in
Minot, N.D., and spent a
few sweltering years in
Fort Huachuca, AZ.

My family loved the two
years they spent in Izmir,
Turkey, while other mili-
tary families enjoyed the
island seclusion of Guam

or the Azores.

A few lucky ducks will
regale you with stories
of embassy duty in Paris,
London or Madrid.

But if you want to go
deep, ask them what it
means to have served.

If you listen well and
they think you’re inter-
ested, they just might tell
you.

But it’s just as likely
they won’t be able to tell
you. It’s just as likely that
there will be a hitch in their
voice, a mist will form in
their eyes and they’ll turn
away from that question.

Don’t get me wrong.
They’re proud of the things
they’ve done and they want
to share them with you.

But I caution you: There
are some things they won’t
share.

Taking an oath to obey
the legal orders of those
appointed over them meant
that they also did the
unimaginable and for some
the unspeakable.

I know because they told
their chaplain.

They told me about the
lives they couldn’t save
and the lives they had to
take. They’ve shown me
their physical wounds and
they’ve bared their moral
wounds.

Thankfully, the stories
of most servicemembers
run the course of everyday
life; albeit a life of trans-
fers every two or three
years, endless inspections
and exercises, family sep-
arations and making ends
meet on military pay.

It was a life of long ago,
but it was life from only
yesterday.Ask us and we’ll
tell you.

Email comments to com-
ment@thechaplain.net. %

Water Industry Pro Takes Over CSD Operations

Continued from page 1

things that are needed... being able to get
other people to buy into that.”

Sacramento County
Water Agency

Houston’s next position was with the
Sacramento County Water Agency, where
a former colleague brought him in to man-
age the startup, testing, and operation of
the newly constructed Vineyard Surface
Water Treatment Plant, a facility with a
processing capacity of 60 million gallons
per day.

Describing his four years with the
agency, Houston said it was both chal-
lenging and rewarding. “It opened my
experience to be able to diversify into a
lot of different areas, getting much more
involved in the electronics, the mechanics
of the whole system, and the hydraulics.”

City of Stockton

In 2015, Houston took on a managerial
role with the City of Stockton, overseeing
all drinking water operations and acting as
the primary liaison with the State Water
Resources Control Board. In this position,
he expanded his expertise in networking,
budgeting and strategic planning.

He also gained valuable experience in
advocating for essential, yet costly, proj-
ects. “Such as how to paint a project in a
good light at a political forum so the pub-
lic was in support of it. That made it easier
for the city council to make decisions,” he
explained.

Asked for an example, Houston noted
a lack of a budget provision for replacing
a water plant’s membrane filters, which
were five years into a 10-year lifespan.
“The half a million-dollar cost per set
was hard for the city council to stomach,”

he said. However, the council eventually
placed a replacement cycle in the budget.

Houston also tackled challenges related
to the loss of groundwater wells. His proj-
ects included “rehabbing wells, adding
drinking water treatment to well sites, and
groundwater recharge to perfect our water
rights,” he said.

Recognizing the value of further edu-
cation, Houston completed an online
bachelor’s degree in business manage-
ment from Western Governors University
during his time in Stockton.

El Dorado Irrigation District

After eight years in Stockton, Houston
transitioned to the El Dorado Irrigation
District in 2023 as a water treatment plant
operator. He was drawn by the prospect of
a shorter commute and a fresh challenge.
“Since a lot of things had gotten in place
in Stockton,” he said, “l was wanting a
different schedule and to step back for a
little bit.”

When he joined the district, the plant
was undergoing several upgrades. Houston
described his role as “just being part of the
process,” helping to guide the improve-
ments already underway.

Rancho Murieta Community
Services District

A former colleague from Stockton,
now the general manager of the Calaveras
Public Utility District, informed Houston
about the opening at Rancho Murieta
CSD. He recommended it as an opportu-
nity for Houston to re-enter management
and “to help the community make some
changes to get started in the right direc-
tion,” Houston said. “That really interested
me.”

Making a difference in larger entities

like Sacramento and Stockton could be
“slow and daunting...whereas here in the
district, | feel we have the right size to get
things moving and able to make improve-
ments,” Houston said.

Though new to managing recycled and
wastewater systems, Houston is quickly
acclimating. He explained that water
treatment systems share many fundamen-
tal aspects, particularly the underlying
hydrology. “The district already has great
staff... it’s just trying to help them have
the tools that they need for improvements
and replacement of infrastructure,” he
said.

Houston identified improving the dis-
trict’s finances as a primary challenge,
along with the broader issue facing all
public entities today—gaining public
trust. In the past, agencies often assumed
the public believed they were doing their
best. “Now you have to elicit that support,
almost go out and earn it... | think that's
what CSD is starting to focus on - being
more involved in that outreach compo-
nent,” Houston said.

Background

Houston’s father managed water
and wastewater treatment systems in
California and Oregon, and Houston often
accompanied him on weekend call-outs.
“Back then, it wasn’t abnormal for kids to
show up on-site,” he said.

After graduating from Placer High
School in Auburn, Houston took classes at
Sierra Community College before begin-
ning a 10-year career at Walmart, working
in various roles at the Rocklin, Clovis,
and Antelope stores. Despite working
full-time, he attended local colleges to
complete his general education require-
ments before deciding on a major.

Houston was considering a career in
engineering or teaching when a piv-
otal conversation with his father in 2001
changed his direction.

“He pointed out the advantages of going
into the water treatment industry since
operators were starting to make as much
as engineers... without as much college
debt.”

While still at Walmart, Houston enrolled
in a water specialist certificate program
at Sacramento State but found the pro-
cess slow, as licensing exams were only
offered twice a year. During this time, his
father referred him for a small job at a
mobile home park water system, where he
checked their well several times a month
for a $300 stipend.

Houston still consults his father for
work advice.

“To this day, | still consider him my
management consultant that | get for
free,” he said. “When | run into something
I haven’t experienced, | shoot him a text
message or give him a call, and we talk
it over.”

Houston and his wife live in Elk Grove,
with two children and two grandchildren.
He credits his wife for supporting his edu-
cation and career. “My way to take care
of my family was to improve myself,” he
said.

A cycling enthusiast, Houston has
enjoyed road racing, gravel and moun-
tain bike riding and cyclocross. During
the pandemic, he joined an online cycling
team and logged 10,000 miles in one year.
Although time constraints prevent him
from road cycling now, he continues to
ride his smart bike with online compan-
ions worldwide.

Houston also enjoys reading and watch-
ing Netflix in his spare time. *

A Veteran
TODAY ¢
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Wilton Bingo Games
Held Monthly

November bingo will be on Saturday
Nov. 9. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food
available for sale and bingo starts at 6 p.m.
in the Wilton Community Center (9717
Colony Road, at Dillard Road).

All proceeds go to two non-profits: the
local Park Council and the Wilton History
Group.

The next bingo will be on Jan. 4.
Questions, call Lorraine Robinson at
916-212-8896

RM Veterans Day
Celebration Nov. 11

You are invited to the “Been There-
Done That Canteen” to honor all past
and present members of the USA Armed
Forces.

Mark your calendars for Nov. 11 from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the RMA Building.
Coffee, donuts and conversation will be
enjoyed by all the community as they cel-
ebrate our dedicated veterans and current
members of the armed forces.

The Rancho Murieta Caregivers
Support Group, which has sponsored the
celebration since its inception, is passing
the baton to the Rancho Murieta Post of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary
this year.

The event will be very similar to prior
years with a brief program planned for
10 a.m., according to Auxiliary President
Melissa Mineni.

Sheriff’s Meeting

in RM on Nov. 13
The Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office
will present a community meeting on
Rancho Murieta on Nov. 13 at the RMA

The meeting will run from 6 to 7:30
p.m. All residents are invited to attend.

Supervisor Frost
Town Hall Nov. 16

Sacramento County Supervisor Sue
Frost will hold her last town hall in
Rancho Murieta on Nov. 16 at 10 a.m. at
the RMA Building. Frost also will intro-
duce her successor, Supervisor-elect
Rosario Rodriguez.

Greg Pryor, president of the Rancho
Murieta Regional Fire Safe Council, also
is slated to speak. His topic will be evacu-
ating from behind the gates in the event of
an emergency.

Women’s Club Holiday
Luncheon Dec. 4

The Rancho Murieta Women’s Club has
a special treat planned for its holiday lun-
cheon on Dec. 4. The Sutter Street Theatre
from Old Folsom has agreed to create a
version of its holiday production from last
year, “Holiday in the Hills.”

Several of our members were able to
see the original last year at the theatre and
speak very highly of it.

The reservation deadline is 5 p.m. Nov.
22. For more information, contact Cindy
Shamrock at 916-354-1981 or Barbara
Armstrong at 916-541-1884.

Community Invited

to Christmas Dinner

at Catholic Church
Please join us for a Christmas Dinner
Dance on Friday Dec. 6 from 5:30 to
10 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic

Church, 14673 Cantova Way.

Enjoy a dinner of Santa Maria tri tip
with jus on the side, sauteed shrimp

pesto pasta with sun-dried tomatoes, green
beans almandine, garden salad with bal-
samic vinaigrette dressing, rolls and
butter, and cheesecake with caramel rum
sauce for dessert.

The no-host bar opens at 5:30 p.m. with
dinner at 6:30 p.m. Dance to the music
of DJ Back 2 Back from 8 to 10 p.m.
Tickets are $55 per person and are on sale
before and after the Saturday and Sunday
Masses at SVDP starting the weekend of
Nov. 9 and 10, or by calling Sherry at 916
844-5171.

Gather your family and friends for a
fun-filled adult evening.

Wilton Winter Festival
Slated Dec. 7

The annual Wilton Winter Festival will
be held at the Wilton Community Center
on Saturday. Dec. 7.

Vendors also will sell crafts and holiday
goods from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Breakfast will
be served 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and lunch from
1lam.to 2 p.m.

The parade will begin at noon with
nearby roads closing at 11:30 a.m. After
the parade, Santa will listen to Christmas
wishes at the community center.

For more information check the Wilton
Community Center Facebook page. The
event is sponsored by the Sacramento
County Parks & Rec Council Area 4B.

Kiwanis Club Seeks Sponsors
for Crab Feed

The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta,
in partnership with the Knights of
Columbus, will host their 11th Annual
Kiwanis Crab Feed on Feb. 1 at St.
Vincent de Paul Church on Cantova Way.
The Crab Feed is the largest fundraiser for

We are actively seeking new sponsors
for our event in addition to the many gen-
erous returning sponsors. Sponsorship
levels range from $300 to $5,000 with
great benefits at each level. The sponsor-
ship deadline is Dec. 3. In addition, we
have limited opportunities for businesses
to advertise their business card on our pla-
cemat. Placemat ads are $75 each.

Raffle prizes and silent auction items are
also needed. Please consider donating new
items, gift cards, wine, travel, etc. We also
need baskets or containers for our extrav-
agant raffle. Our Crab Feed is our largest
fundraiser, which allows our Kiwanis
Club to continue doing the good work in
our community.

Please contact Bonnie at 916-502-3260.
Crab Feed ticket sales will begin after the
holidays. Thank you for your continued
support of our Kiwanis Club of Rancho
Murieta.

Kiwanis Seeks Sweats
for Vets Donations
Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta is
once again asking for monetary donations
to its Sweat for Vets program that will run
through the end of December.

This is the 15th year of helping veterans
who are hospitalized at the Sacramento
Veterans Administration Medical Center
in Mather.

Please make your check out to Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Murieta Sweat for Vets.
Cash donations and Walmart gift cards are
also welcome.

Mail donations to Kiwanis at P. O. Box
855, Rancho Murieta, or put them in a
drop box at the RMA building.

If you have any questions, call Diann
Swan at 916-354-0656. Thank you for

Building.

scampi in a wine butter sauce, creamy

our Kiwanis Club.

your support of this program. *

Blankets for Kids Readies
for Holiday Giveaway

By Claire Gliddon,
Sacramento Blankets
for Sacramento Kids

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Got Beanie Babies?

Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids (SBSK)
is asking for donations
of new or “almost new”
Beanie Babies all year
long. Every September,
Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids picks
as many of the lowest-in-
come elementary schools
they can and finds out how
many kindergartners they
have.

\Volunteers make double
fleece blankets (about 40”
x 60”) and a little fleece
pouch with a Beanie Baby

in it to go with each blan-
ket for its Kindergarten
Project. Sacramento
Blankets for Sacramento
Kids gives blankets and
fleece pouches to the chil-
dren right before Christmas
break. Some of the kin-
dergartners live in cars
or in places without heat
and this is all they get for
Christmas.

The gifts are very pop-
ular with the teachers and
the children.

This is Sacramento
Blankets for Sacramento
Kids” 11th year for the
Kindergarten Project and
the volunteers hope to con-
tinue doing it for as long as
they can get Beanie Babies.
In 2023, Sacramento

Blankets for Sacramento
Kids gave out more than
2,394 blankets and Beanie
Babies for its Kindergarten
Project!

Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids is always
looking for more volun-
teers to make blankets year
round for children in need.
Like to knit, crochet, sew,
quilt, make no-sew blan-
kets and have run out of
people to make gifts for?
We’re looking for you.

If you would like
more information about
Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids, go to
www.sacblankets4kids.
com and sign in. There is
no pressure, no timelines,
no meetings, just others

Kindergartners are giddy with their blankets and Beanie Babies from Sacramento Blankets for
Sacramento Kids. Photo courtesy of Claire Gliddon

who enjoy crocheting,
knitting, quilting, sewing,
making no-sew blankets
and helping many children
at the same time.

Sacramento Blankets
for Sacramento Kids is
a nonprofit organiza-
tion that serves children
in need from infants to

18-year-olds. While the
volunteers help all year
long, the Kindergarten
Project is their “special”
project of the year. *

DO YOII I(NOW
THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have
Paid Them Over

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team...

experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.

the most

%ew Hacre

BUILDING SUPPLY

5310 Franklin Blvd.

“Since 1949”
e Sacramento

(916)
455-3057

e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

Be o part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

M‘EG) Call us today at 916-773-1111

PURCHASE -

FIXED RATE LOANS

REFINANCE

RATE

5.000*

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

5.30"

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed

APR RATE

30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loun

5.750%

360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

APR

5.93"

Member

FDIC

NMLSRID 479256

Check the EI Dorado Advantage:
v No Appllcatlon Fee v No Prepayment Penalty v/ Local Processing and Servicing

EL DORADO GAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
peichi (2o 1

ELK GROVE ¢ 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. » 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA » 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢« 8973 Grant Line Road ¢ 916-686-0200

Maximum loan $650,000.00, primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment
on purchase. 25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGEWITHOUT NOTICE
www.eldoradosavingsbank.com 800-874-9779 s

Se Habla Espaiiol

a

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.LP. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CADepartment of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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CSD Resumes Publication of Security Logs

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - After halt-
ing the publication of security logs in
February, the Rancho Murieta Community

for October.

General Manager Mimi Morris
announced the temporary suspension of
the logs after Security Supervisor Kelly
Benitez resigned in February.

She informed the CSD board that she
would look for a less labor-intensive

method to produce the logs using updated
software.

On Nov. 2, Morris emailed the October
logs to the River Valley Times and noted
that the district would also publish them
on its website.

Additionally, she mentioned that the

district aims to transition to a weekly
release of the logs.

The CSD security log serves as the
community’s equivalent to a police blotter,
and over the years, social media com-
ments have shown it to be the River Valley
Times’” most popular section. *

Services District has released updated logs

SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary
of activity for the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Security
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log
entries are condensed. For
full security log details,
go to the CSD website at
www. rmesd.com.

Oct. 2

Welfare check, Celebrar
Street: Report of juve-
nile pacing back and forth
in the roadway in dis-
tress. Juvenile was gone
on arrival and officer could
not locate him.

Oct. 5

RMA rule complaint,
Ventana: dirt bike at north
back area. Patrol observed
vehicle with dirt bike.
Citation issued for use of
streets and guest without
resident.

RMA rule viola-
tion, dirt bike riding at
Lake Clementia. Patrol
responded and observed
guest vehicle travel out-
bound with dirt bike.

Oct. 6
Disturbance, Murieta
Drive: Murieta Inn & Spa
requested patrol’s assis-
tance with uncooperative

guest. Contact made with
reporting party.

RMA Rule violation,
Guadalupe Drive: observed
at Lake Calero, no boat
pass, citation issued.

RMA rule violation,
Labranza Street: Patrol
observed violation of no
boat pass on North back
Lakes, citation issued.

Oct. 8

Welfare check,
Guadalupe Drive: Welfare
check requested due to
report of elderly driver
leaving North Gate out-
bound toward Bel Air with
disregard of stop light.
RP tried to make con-
tact; elderly driver did not
acknowledge RP. Patrol
checked on driver’s status.

Vandalism, Clementia
Park: Vandalism founded
while on patrol. Bulletin
board slashed by Clementia
bathrooms. RMA mainte-
nance notified.

Oct. 9

Gate arm incident,
Ventana: Golf cart collision
at the Lago outbound lane
gate arm. Patrol made con-
tact with driver to inform
of damages. Resident
acknowledged and took
responsibility.

Oct. 13
Burglary/vandalism,

Alameda Drive: Owner
of Gibson Golf reported
he had video footage of
vandalism. Owner stated
damages in upwards of
$10,000. Patrol responded
to reporting party’s home
to take report.

Oct. 16
Miscellaneous, Murieta
Drive: Vehicle parked at
Murieta Plaza in early
morning hours. Patrol
approached vehicle, driver
resting.

Oct. 17

Animal complaint,
Colbert Drive: Barking dog
complaint; two dogs bark-
ing for three hours. Patrol
responded confirming
barking dogs at address,
no one home. Dispatch
called and left a voicemail
informing of complaint.

Citation, Camino Del
Sol: Parking violation,
resident parked in guest
parking. Citation issued.

Oct. 19
Animal complaint,
Murieta Parkway: Report
of dog bite; neighbor’s dog
bit reporting party’s son;
child was taken to urgent

care. Patrol followed
up and spoke to report-
ing party, giving Animal
Control and Sacramento
Sheriff’s department con-
tact number to report
incident.

Oct. 20

Alarm, Hernandez
Square: Patrol came across
house in Murieta Village
with an audible alarm
going off inside. Exterior
inspection secure, no signs
of forced entry. Dispatch
to follow up next day with
Murieta Village office
to inform of bad smoke
alarm.

Oct. 22
Citation, Cazador 1
Park: RMA rule violation,
resident parked in guest
parking overnight. Citation
issued.

Oct. 23
Citation, Murieta South
Parkway: RMA rule vio-
lation, resident parked on
street overnight. Citation
issued.

Oct. 24
RMA rule violation,
Guadalupe Drive: Resident
parked overnight in street
in front of home. Citation

issued.

Citation, Colbert Drive:
RMA rule violation, resi-
dent parked overnight on
street. Citation issued.

Oct. 25

Welfare check, Medella
Circle: Welfare check
requested due to family
unable to reach resident.
Patrol responded with no
answer at front door. Home
was secure with no signs
of suspicious activity, dis-
patch informed.

Oct. 27

Juvenile delinquency,
Murieta Drive: Murieta Inn
& Spa contacted security
due to four juveniles caus-
ing a disturbance. Patrol
responded and cleared
area, unable to locate
juveniles.

Oct. 28
Stolen vehicle, Murieta
Drive: Report of golf cart
stolen at Bel Air parking
lot. Reporting party con-
tacted Sacramento Sheriff’s
department. Golf cart
found parked hours later

by Yellow Bridge.
Citation, Guadalupe
Drive: RMA rule violation,
resident parked overnight

on street. Citation issued.

Citation, Lago Drive:
RMA rule violation, unau-
thorized vehicle without
24-hour pass. Citation
issued.

Oct. 29

RMA rule violation,
Terreno Drive: Resident
parked overnight in street
in front of home. Citation
issue

RMA rule violation,
Anillo Way: Resident
parked overnight in street
in front of home. Citation
issued. d.

RMA rule violation, Rio
Oso: Resident parked over-
night on street in front of
home. Citation issued.

Oct. 30

Suspicious activity,
Murieta Drive: A vehi-
cle with trailer attached,
occupied by two subjects,
attempted to enter the com-
munity via North Gate
resident lanes by trying to
scan a handheld code from
paper. Vehicle backed out
of lane and left outbound
toward Chevron gas sta-
tion. Patrol approached
vehicle at gas station, and
subjects left area west-
bound on Jackson Road. %

Sustainable Groundwater Nlanagement Act Marks 10 Years

California Department
of Water Resources
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Sept. 16 marked the
10th anniversary of the
Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA),
a landmark law that is
driving reductions in the
overuse of groundwater,
protecting drinking water
supplies, and making com-
munities, agriculture and
ecosystems more resilient
to the impacts of climate
change.

The Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act was signed into law
on Sept. 16, 2014, midway
through the historic 2012-
2016 drought. Driven by
the need to address declin-
ing groundwater supplies,
the law created a state-
wide framework to protect
this critical resource in
California, which provides
41 percent of the state’s
total supply in a normal
year and up to 60 percent
during droughts. About
85 percent of Californians
rely on groundwater for
some portion of their water
needs.

In the 10 years since
its passage, remarkable
accomplishments have
been achieved under the
Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act:

More than 250 local
Groundwater Sustainability
Agencies (GSAs) have
been formed to pro-
tect drinking water wells,
reduce land sinking and
improve groundwater
supplies.

These Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies
are implementing over 100
Groundwater Sustainability
Plans, using creative

solutions like recharg-
ing groundwater supplies,
limiting usage, and other

management actions that
will help create a resilient
and sustainable water sup-
ply for California.

California is now col-
lecting more groundwater
data than ever before,
providing a better under-
standing of groundwater
conditions and ultimately
leading to better manage-
ment decisions.

The Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act has raised pub-
lic awareness about the
importance of protect-
ing groundwater and has
encouraged more coopera-
tive management efforts.

Water supply reliability
is improving with efforts
to recharge groundwater.
In 2023 alone, 4.1 mil-
lion acre-feet of water
were added to underground
aquifers through managed
efforts.

The State has invested
nearly $1 billion in the
Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act in 10
years, including more
than $100 million through
the Department of Water
Resources for local
groundwater recharge
projects.

“It has been impres-
sive to see that through
the tireless efforts of local
groundwater sustainability
agencies, every ambi-
tious SGMA milestone
has been met so far,” said
Paul Gosselin, Department
of Water Resources
(DWR) Deputy Director
of Sustainable Water
Management. “A founda-
tional part of SGMA is that
groundwater is best man-
aged locally, by the people
that know their groundwa-
ter basins and depend on
the resource. As a result,
over 95 percent of ground-
water pumping is subject to
a locally adopted, enforce-
able groundwater

California Department of Water Resources employee Katy Janes, Groundwater hydrogeologist in the Geology and Groundwater
Investigations Section of the Division of Regional Assistance North Central Region Office, installs new telemetry equipment in
groundwater monitoring wells in Colusa County on July 24. Photo courtesy of California Department of Water Resources

sustainability plan.”

The State’s goal is
to help Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies
reach sustainable ground-
water conditions in their
basins while maintain-
ing local control, for the
benefit of sustainable agri-
culture, drinking water
supplies, and healthy
ecosystems.

Under the Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act, local agencies are
responsible for the sus-
tainable management of
their groundwater basins.
However, state agencies —
namely the Department of
Water Resources and State
Water Board — are respon-
sible for ensuring local
groundwater management
achieves the Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act 's goals.

The Department of
Water Resources is the
primary technical assis-
tance and oversight agency
responsible for assess-
ing and evaluating basin
compliance with the

Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act. The
State Water Board acts as
the state “backstop” and
will temporarily intervene
in the management of a
groundwater basin when
the Department of Water
Resources determines that
the basin is not in compli-
ance, working with local
agencies to resolve failures
and end state intervention.

“Improving groundwa-
ter management practices
to achieve sustainable
aquifers is essential for
the future of California
and the ability of agri-
culture to continue food
production in a hotter,
drier future,” said Karen
Ross, Secretary, California
Department of Food and
Agriculture. “The State of
California has made sig-
nificant investments to
support local authorities
with financial investments,
policy development to
accelerate groundwater
recharge, sharing of data
and technical assistance to
chart a pathway forward

to successfully implement
this historic law."

“Ten years ago, when
SGMA became law, all
of us took on the respon-
sibility of bringing about
sustainable management
of our groundwater basins
for the benefit of everyone
who relies on them,” said
Joaquin Esquivel, board
chair of the State Water
Resources Control Board.
“A lot of progress has hap-
pened since then to meet
this challenge, and we
have more work to do to
achieve sustainability for
California’s groundwater
basins.”

The next 10 years of the
Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act will focus
on implementing the plans
developed so far. Projects
and decisions aim to bring
California’s groundwater
basins to sustainable con-
ditions by the early 2040s.
Weather extremes, espe-
cially drought, make this
work even more critical,
as the state must store and
capture as much water as

possible during wet years.

To celebrate this mile-
stone anniversary, the
Department of Water
Resources will host an
event on Nov. 18.

Featured speakers and
panelists will include
Department of Water
Resources Director Karla
Nemeth, and Department
of Water Resources Deputy
Director of Sustainable

Water Management
Paul Gosselin, as
well as representa-

tives from Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies,
community organiza-
tions, state leaders and
others in the Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act community.

More information will be
announced soon.

For updates from the
Department of Water
Resources, visit https://
public.govdelivery.com/
accounts/CNRA/sig-
nup/30770 and select the
'Sustainable Groundwater
Management' topic. %
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-year

3.90

Minimum deposit  $10,000

1-year
%

4.05 2

Minimum deposit  $10,000

%

APY*

6-month
%

4.25 =~

Minimum deposit $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon

Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/16/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

muielc
health clud
“Fun, ﬁﬂiem@ and p:ﬂafeﬁ'iam/' '

Erin Howard « 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 » Murieta Plaza

RiverVALLEY TIMES
Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. It is understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your m

Insurance Needs FARMERS
— |In Business INSURANCE
Since 1984

= License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333

CWInc.
RMHomesForSale.com

Lic# 01365643

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

TOWNz2r COUNTRY

916-214-1515

7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
(in The B?| Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC
Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999
Expanding from
Lodi to
Rancho Murieta

e [nvestment M anagement
e Tax Preparation

e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

« 38 Years Experience

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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AZTECSOLAR

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f' Electric « Hot Water » Pool Heating
& (916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

= A
SR
~

LC# 550110

jack@aztecsolar.com ® www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

=L &S (916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

» Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops ¢ Hardwood Flooring
» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

* Paint *« Plumbing ¢ Electrical

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 216 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 214319

25 Years Experience

RAMER CONCRETE, ..

(/s

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll!
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

Waernaety

Teee.
EXPRESSIONS

Clacons Weleaone

5-5078

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
www.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...

Senior Living Transitions, LLC
e All Care Facilities

® [Independent Living ® Respite

® [In Home Care Providers

e Companion @ VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning
Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

VCELS
experience

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

TREE TECH

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove ~——

www.autobodyexpressions.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

i e
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

SERVICES®

Serving the Green Industry

DICK’ S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Seunce 1956

New & Repaired 363-6554

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

BRIAN OLSON

License #982398

@ 916-912-0293
© info@olsonswoodworx.com
[=] @ olsonswoodworx.com

CUSTOM CABINETS CRAFTED
JUST FOR YoOU!

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Mr. i’“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional ¢ Safe ¢ Reliable ¢ Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal | 914
California Home Loans: 417.2001

RM resident over 20 years! ' wwis 1070092

Grow your business in our

CALL-A-PRO
Guide!
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Bacterial Pneumonia Increasing in Children

UC Davis Health
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Cases of pneumonia
caused by the bacteria
Mycoplasma, also known
as “walking pneumonia,”
have been on the rise this
year in the United States,
according to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention.

The agency reports an
increase among all age
groups across the United
States from March 31 to
Oct. 5 of this year, with the
peak in August, and lev-
els remain high. The data
come from the National
Syndromic Surveillance
Program and bioMérieux
BIOFIRE Syndromic
Trends.

Young children, partic-
ularly those ages 2 to 4,
have been most affected
this year, with an increase
from 1% to 7.2% among

saw an increase from 3.6%
to 7.4%.

Dean Blumberg, chief
of pediatric infectious
diseases at UC Dauvis
Children’s Hospital,
answered some questions
about walking pneumonia
and what parents and fam-
ilies can do to keep their
children healthy. His com-
ments follow below.

What is Mycoplasma
Pneumonia?

“Pneumonia from
Mycoplasma, also known
by the nonmedical term
‘walking pneumonia,’ is
caused by the bacteria
Mycoplasma pneumoniae,
which causes a respiratory
tract infection.

These can be mild infec-
tions which, most often,
do not require hospital-
ization, but for some, they
can be severe and require
antibiotics to get better.
Both children and adults

What are
the Common
Symptoms?

“Common symptoms
can include fever, cough,
sore throat, headache and
feeling tired.

It’s often called "walk-
ing pneumonia™ since
some people don’t feel sick
enough to stay home but
they are still contagious
and can spread the disease
to others. Complications
can occur that require hos-
pital care, including new or
worsening asthma, severe
pneumonia and encepha-
litis (inflammation of the
brain).

Children under 5 often
have different symptoms,
including diarrhea, sneez-
ing, sore throat, stuffy
or runny nose, vomiting,
watery eyes and wheezing

Symptoms typically last
for several weeks.

Some infected people
may have no symptoms but

including the throat, wind-
pipe and lungs.”

How is it Spread?

“It can spread per-
son-to-person through the
respiratory route, partic-
ularly when people are
coughing or sneezing.
People who live or work
in crowded settings are
at an increased risk for
outbreaks.

It can take one to four
weeks for symptoms to
appear after someone
has been exposed to the
bacteria.”

Who is at Highest
Risk for This?

“Anyone is susceptible
but those recovering from
a respiratory illness are at
an increased risk for seri-
ous infection. Anyone with
a weakened immune sys-
tem or with preexisting
lung conditions such as
asthma or reactive airway

Is There a Vaccine
Available?
“No, unfortunately there
is no vaccine.”

How is it Diagnosed?

“Testing is available
through a nose or throat
swab PCR test at your doc-
tor’s office.”

How is This Treated?

“Macrolides (such as
azithromycin) are a class of
antibiotics used commonly
to treat bacterial pneumo-
nia including infections
caused by Mycoplasma
pneumoniae.

Make sure to take the
full course of antibiotics
and don’t stop when you
start feeling better.”

What are to Keep

Families Safe?

“I think a lot of fami-
lies may not have heard of
Mycoplasma pneumoniae
or know that it is going

common-sense strategies:

Stay home when you are
feeling sick. Keep your
children away from others
if they are not feeling well.

Cover your cough and
sneeze and teach your
Kids to use their batwing
to cover their cough or
sneeze.

Wear a well-fitted KN95
or N95 mask if you feel
sick and need to be out
in public or if you are in
crowded settings with
others.

According to the

American Academy of
Pediatrics, children ages 2
and older can safely wear
a mask. But the exception
is for anyone who cannot
easily remove their own
mask or who has trouble
breathing.

Those who get wors-
ening symptoms, have
difficulty breathing or are
unable to keep liquids

children ages 2 to 4.
Children ages 5 to 17 also

Mycoplasma.”

can get pneumonia from

it can still damage the lin-
ing of the respiratory tract,

disease are also at greater
risk for serious infection.”

around.
families to follow these

down, should seek medical
attention immediately.”

I would advise

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Circle K Ranch Broadcast
is on the air! Listen to our ra-
dio broadcast on KCBC 770
AM every Sunday at 1:30 pm.
Where we share the good
news of the gospel from a
ranchers perspective. Tune in
and be happy! AlKuhn

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7. 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605. (ca-scan)

Classic Cars

Auto Swap Meet
& Car Show
Saturday, Nov. 16, Galt
Market Grounds, 6am-2pm.
General Admission $5 kids
12 & under free with adult.
Parking also free. Sorry, no
pets. Turn those parts into
CASH. Swap meet spaces
only $20/$25.
Call 209-513-8651

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
«All Finishes «Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
«Slabse RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
«Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
sIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more|
info. call 916-834-2352

emailElverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

Elder Care

GoGo. Live and age your way.
Get help with rides, groceries,
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per
day. Available 24/7 nationwide.
BBB Rated A+ Business. Call
GoGo to get started. 1-855-
476-0033 (Cal-SCAN)

Elk Grove Blvd - Florin Rd

EG Yard Sales

Yard Sale. Nov. 15, 16 & 17
8-5pm. Glassware, tools, old
FORD tractor parts, wheel
weights, old Western Horse-
man magazines, saddles,
silver bits, spurs, old top hats,
8 TV cab, books, seat barrels
10381 Franklin Blvd., Old
Town Franklin.

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale

Beautiful pups available
Frenchies. Nine weeks old.
Shots done. AKC. Great
bloodlines. 3 girl fluffies, 1
boy fluffy. 1 short hair, girl and
boy. Call or text 916-271-1196
or 916-880-8867

Kings tickets

Best Seats in G1 for the $

Section 218 RowB 7 & 8

Private box area 1st row
balcony halfcourt; 16 folding
chairs in one row. No one in

front or behind. Buy direct

save $ 916-595-5379

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

Dalla Dental Group seeks Sr.
Manager, Strategy & Operations
Analyst for Elk Grove location.
Must have MS in Mgmt., Busi-
ness Admin. or rel. or foreign
equiv. & min. 3yrs. in Ops Mgmt.
roles or rel. w/ skills pertaining to
materials requirement, materials
planning, controlling inventory &
managing costs analysis. Sal:
$146k-$149K/yr. Send res: info@
oradentistry.com

Help Wanted

Programmer/Analyst,
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.
Determine client-side data
capture, presentation and
manipulation needs within,
and build system components
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply
to: HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th
Street, Bakersfield, CA 93301.
Ref. job code MEQOS.

Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing «Fans *Decks
<Doors sWindows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
-Lighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318
(916)287-6164

nocal

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by dealer.
(Offer ends 12/29/24) Call
1-833-958-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (cai-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Elk Grove

Shell
Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction
Specializing In: e Check Engine
 Oil Changes Light Diagnosis

* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection * Tune-Up

e Safety Inspection * Batteries

e Transmission Service * 30, 60, 90K Service
® Brakes ® Brake &

e Wheel Alignment Lamp Station

Mon-Fri, 8-5 » 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.
+

Elk Grove Bivd

Landscaping

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Junk Removal Landscaping

MS Hauling YARD CLEANUP &
+Junk Removal DECORATIVE ROCK
sGarage Cleanouts One time cleanup prun-
*Yard Debris ing. Also bark, weed

+E-Waste control, sod, seed, prun-

ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

Mention this ad and
receive 15% offl

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
CREATE YOUR Artificial Turf | Fencing
PARADISE Retaining Wall | Concrete

Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

Winter Yard Cleanups,

Complete Landscape YARD CLEAN uP
Design/ Installation, Sod installation
. Landscape installation
Sprinkler System Lawnsrﬁg\?ving services
Installs/Repairs, All Fence repair
Types Concrete Work, Call for free estimate
Fence Installation, 916-271-7265
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,

Se Habla
Espanol

REMIER™
PROOF]NG INC.

LIC# 1097848
© ROOF REPAIR e NEW ROOFS

e ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

/ SACRAMENTO VALLEY
" ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- NEW ROOF * GUTTER
INSTALL REMOVAL
* TEAR OFF & & INSTALL
REROOF *GUTTER REPAIR
* ROOF REPAIR *GUTTER GUARD
« OVERLAY ROOF & INSTALL
INSTALL - DOWNSPOUTS
-DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
*SEAMLESS - CUSTOM
GUTTER INSTALL COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

,“_ p iy -
«Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
eLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads *Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail sBushog
*Septic System Installation <Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes «Trenching eIrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667

Solving Plumbing Problems,
One LeakataTime
Residential & Commercial
Platero Parada Plumbing
Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:
650-431-8893 Lic. 1112115

Real Estate Loans

Bill- 916-869-1019

R

PAINTING

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
PRESSURE tate loans. Credit unimport-
WASHING ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.yviploan.com Call
Interior / Exterior 1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
“E}E cipal DRE 01041073. No

MO B BWED consumer loans.

: : (Cal-SCAN)
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004

Mike Johnson - Owner

216-257-9609

Bonded & Insured LickES3045 / ]

MPG

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

* Dry Wall Repair
Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generafions of Quality Painters
#908019
) We accepl Visa & | g
YEA|  Mastercard |

Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for

Quality!
Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588
Since 1975

WE SUPPORT
*FIRST RESPONDERS

MPG

Messenger Publishing Group

v Lic.#302302

Window Cleaning

Bo Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial
1 & 2 Story, Pressure
Washing, Gutter Cleaning
Wood Splitting, Yard Cleanup
& Maintenance. Call or Text
209-327-9981.
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Automated Evacuation
Lates Get Forum

Continued from page 1

representatives would be at
the town hall.

Opposing views

Pryor and the RMA rep-
resentatives elaborated on
their positions in recent
interviews.

Pryor argued that RMA
could be held liable if the
remote gates aren’t opened
immediately. “In my 49
years in fire and rescue,
assigning first respond-
ers to locate gates they are
not aware of an unlocking
them with a key creates a
huge potential for delay
and lives lost,” he said.
That is an unacceptable
risk.”

In contrast, RMA general
manager Rod Hart empha-
sized the board’s priority
on community health and
safety. “Without some
safeguards there, you could
destroy the entire exit,” he
stated. “All it takes is one
scared person who doesn’t
see the truck that is going
75 mph (and crashes). Now
the first responders can’t
get in, and the evacuees
can’t get out.”

The upcoming pre-
sentation on remote gate
automation follows an
online workshop organized
by Sacramento County
Supervisor Sue Frost
on Sept. 16. Attendees
included Adam House,
chief of the Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District,
other Sac Metro Fire offi-
cials, Assistant Sheriff Matt
Peterson, MaryJo Flynn,
Chief of the Sacramento
Office of Emergency
Services, high-ranking rep-
resentatives from county
planning, the depart-
ment of transportation, the
county counsel’s office,
Pryor and other members
of the fire safe council,
as well as RMA repre-
sentatives Hart and board
member Patrick O’Hern.
Although invited, Brian
Maynard, Commander of
the California Highway
Patrol’s east Sacramento
office, did not attend.

The River Valley Times
was not invited. However,
Denisa Martian, Frost’s
chief of staff, prepared 11
pages of meeting minutes,
which she made available
one month after the meet-
ing. Martian has offered to
email a copy to any resi-
dent who requests them
at SupervisorFrost@
Saccounty.gov.

Stakeholder meeting

Frost began the meet-
ing by emphasizing the
importance of addressing
the remote gates as a crit-
ical component of Rancho
Murieta’s emergency

Sacramento County

Supervisor Sue Frost: “It is
the community that needs to
put in the gates or not.”

RMA General Manager
Rod Hart: “Without some
safeguards there, you could
destroy the entire exit.”

e o i |
RMA board member Patrick
O’Hern: “If some people turn
left and some people right,
you are going to block the
highway, and that is even
without an accident.”

evacuation plan, noting
they hadn’t yet been ade-
quately resolved. “The goal
is to adequately articulate
the problem and then have
the conversation on how to
resolve it and get the work
agreed on and completed,”
she said.

Frost added, “If people
cannot get out of the gates
fast enough, the state and
county roads being stud-
ied and upgraded may not
matter.”

Pryor highlighted the
urgency of the situation,
explaining that a wildland
fire driven by 30-MPH
wind gusts could quickly
spread embers into the
community, causing a
structure-to-structure fire
that could move from north
to south within 30 to 60
minutes.

Traffic engineer John
Long added, that even
under ideal conditions,
evacuating from the gates
would take an hour and a
half or longer to evacuate
with emergency conditions
likely extending that time
significantly.

Pryor also noted that
although RMA and Sac
Metro agreed to install
Knox locks on the gates
as an interim solution in
2021, these were intended
only to provide entry for
fire trucks, not for evac-
uation. Relying on a first
responder to unlock the
gates could take five to 20
minutes or more, adding to
potential delays.

Transportation repre-
sentative Cameron Shew

Greg Pryor, Rancho Murieta
Regional Fire Safe Council:
“What we are looking at is
that humans are locked in
until someone can get there
to unlock them.”

reported that obtaining
a permit for Stonehouse
Road to allow an inci-
dent commander to
open Escuela Gate in
an emergency would be
straightforward. Caltrans
confirmed that the Bent
Grass Court gates are not
in the state’s right of way,
allowing for immediate
automation for emergency
evacuation purposes.

RMA General Manager
Rod Hart emphasized the
board’s stance that a first
responder should be pres-
ent before opening the
gates.

Pryor countered that
leaving the gates closed
posed a greater risk than
a potential accident.
According to the meeting
minutes, automation would
enable immediate gate
opening upon the incident
commander’s request.

RMA Director Patrick
O’Hern, with 25 years of
law enforcement experi-
ence primarily in traffic,
expressed concerns about
potential bottlenecks,
foreseeing congestion if
residents were entering
and exiting through the
gate within a short period.
“Infrastructure work is
needed for these cars to
have a way out,” he noted.

Hart clarified that fund-
ing was not a barrier. “The
board feels no automation
is best,” he stated. “Some
board members are con-
cerned about traffic safety
associated with automated
gates and the absence of a
person to manage traffic.”

Open House: 9th Tee at Rancho Murieta

R E /M A x Amazing one-story home located in the 9th Tee of Rancho Murieta’s South

Course, with majestic oak trees, stunning rock outcropping, spectacular

P

views of the lake and the 10th and 11th holes. With a gracious blend of

serenity and elegance. Features 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 3 car garage with
practical storage, crown moulding, elegant hardwood flooring, surround
sound in the family room, tile roof, stucco exterior, covered patio and
cement around the home for your choice of siting and relaxation.

Martha Corna
(209) 810-0370

marthacoronarealtor@gmail.com

7313 Bermuda (t., Rancho Murieta
4 Bdrms 2 Baths 2,230 Sq. Ft. $808,000
Open House: 11/9 1pm-4pm, 11/16 1pm-4pm, 11/30 pm-4pm
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A Knox lock that can be opened by first responders secures the second gate at the end of Bent

Grass Court. Photos by Gail Bullen

Sac Metro Deputy Chief
Adam Mitchell said auto-
mated gates wouldn’t
blocked ingress and egress
for emergency vehicles
“and fire responders will
get to intersections as soon
as possible to perform traf-
fic control.”

Frost expressed her own
concerns about evacua-
tion delays if a fire were
to sweep through Rancho
Murieta. “She said she
didn’t want to retire with-
out knowing that she had
done everything she could
to make Rancho Murieta as
safe as possible,” accord-
ing to the minutes.

At the conclusion of
the meeting, Frost noted
that the stakeholder agen-
cies had agreed, “It is the
community that needs to
put in the gates or not.”
Regarding automation, she
added, “It is the position
of the RMRFSC (fire safe
council) and Supervisor
Frost that the community,
RMA, is responsible for
the gates.”

One point not discussed
at the meeting is that res-
idents unable to evacuate
would have an alternative:
sheltering in one of the
community’s green belts,
similar to what was done
during the Santa Rosa fire.
Sac Metro officials and
Pryor have confirmed this
option at previous meet-
ings. “We always default to
sheltering in place if evac-
uation is no longer a safe
option,” Pryor explained.

Interviews

The River Valley
Times interviewed Hart,
O’Hern, and Pryor before
writing this story, and
John Long provided a
script of his presenta-
tion at the stakeholders’
meeting. Alongside his
concerns about evacua-
tion times within the gates,
Long noted that bottle-
necks on Highway 16
could also impede evac-
uation. (Thanks to efforts
by Long and Supervisor
Frost, Caltrans awarded
the county transportation
department $400,000 to
study solutions to these

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

bottlenecks.)

Hart expressed frustra-
tion with Pryor's claim
that RMA isn’t concerned
about liability, stress-
ing that, as fiduciaries to
the community, they are.
“The only thing that could
be possibly more import-
ant than that is the health
and safety of the mem-
bers we serve,” he said.
“Automated gates create
a hazard for our members
exiting on a highway that
has never been exited upon
before...For people pulling
out on the highway, there is
a very good possibility of
somebody getting hit and
Killed or at least severely
injured.”

O’Hern pointed out that,
in past emergencies, people
who feel endangered tend
to use both the entrance
and exit lanes when driv-
ing through a gate. “So
now you have completely
blocked the entrance,” he
said. “If some people turn
left and some people right,
you are going to block the
highway, and that is even
without an accident.”

Hart voiced concerns
about the potential chaos if
the gates are opened imme-
diately without oversight.
“The first responders are
stuck with a mess that they
can’t change,” he said.

Both Hart and O’Hern
believe that any delays
caused by requiring first
responders to open the
gates would be minimal.
“If it is bad enough that
we’re calling for an evac-
uation, the emergency
response people already
are on-site,” Hart noted.

Once first responders
arrive in the community,
their top priority would
be to facilitate an orderly
evacuation, O’Hern added.

Hart argued that the risk
of a brief delay would be
far less dangerous than a
scenario where the gate
either fails to open or cre-
ates a hazard that blocks
traffic entirely.

Hart and O’Hern also
cited factors that could
prevent an automatic gate
from functioning, includ-
ing power outages, downed

Find out what'’s happening
In your local area at...

THERIVERVALLEYTIMES.COM

cell towers, dead batteries,
or mechanical issues—
none of which would be an
issue with a person present
to manage the gates. Hart
also remarked that auto-
matic systems could lead
to a false sense of security.

Hart acknowledged the
valuable contributions
of the fire safe council,
such as achieving the Fire
Wise Community desig-
nation. (With assistance
from Frost, the council also
secured a $4.5 million Cal
Fire grant for fuel reduc-
tion intended to prevent
wildland fires from spread-
ing into the community
and was instrumental in the
Caltrans grant.)

“There is a difference
of opinion on how people
exit out of here,” Hart said.
“They would like to see it
without a human element,
and we contend that the
safest way is for the human
element to be there."

Pryor expressed frustra-
tion with the RMA stance.
“It would be vastly safer to
automate the gates, allow-
ing residents to exit freely
while a first responder
eventually locates the gates
and performs traffic con-
trol,” he said. “Keeping
Rancho Murieta driv-
ers locked in because one
might have an accident is
a fundamental assault on
their intelligence and deci-
sion-making abilities.”

Pryor also noted that
no emergency officials
raised objections after he
advocated for gate auto-
mation at the stakeholder
meeting, adding that gate
technology is 99% reliable.
He supported O’Hern’s
suggestion to make infra-
structure improvements
at the remote gates but
emphasized that these
plans should not delay
automation.

“Keeping people locked
in is not the way to do
things,” he stated.

In closing, Pryor reiter-
ated a point he made at the
stakeholder meeting:

“While automating the
gates might not be a per-
fect plan, it is the best
damn plan we have.” %
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Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

What a difference a week makes.
Entering last week, the Sacramento Kings
had lost all of their preseason games, and
the first two games of the regular season.

Enter the Portland Trailblazers on Oct.
28 and the home crowd was treated to
what everyone had envisioned the new
and improved Sacramento Kings would
look like.

DeMar DeRozan carved up the defen-
sive of the Trailblazers along with point
guard DeAaron Fox for 23 and 24 points
respectively, but the real key was the way
DeRozan got to his spots and made his
mid-range game look easy.

Combined with the lightning quick-
ness of Fox, this tandem poses a threat to
opposing defenses every night, and other
teams had better bring their “A” game
when they come to Sac Town.

Finally breaking into the win column
and lighting the beam for the first time in
the 2024/2025 campaign, lifted a heavy
weight off the shoulders of the Kings
players and fans alike, but the week was
not over. Convincing victories on the road
over Utah and the Atlanta Hawks gave the
Kings a three-game winning streak and
lifted the team over 500.

DeRozan looked like a natural fit as the
Kings made victories over the Jazz and
Hawks look pedestrian, and had the Kings
been able to shoot a little better from
the charity stripe, it’s entirely possible
the overtime loss to the Toronto Raptors
could have been the Kings 4th win
inarow.

Sacramento will wrap up their road
trip Monday night against the formida-
ble Miami Heat (after press time), but
it’s obvious that some of the swagger has
returned to the team.

I’m impressed with DeMar DeRozan
in nearly every facet of his game, and
like Malik Monk, DeRozan will be an
asset and a role model as it relates to free
throw shooting. An 84% career free throw
shooter, DeMar has proven his reliabil-
ity at the charity strip, and with the Kings
coming off the 2023/2024 campaign in the
cellar of the NBA in free throw shooting,
adding a 6-time all-star that can shoot free
throws at a consistently high level, is just

SACRAMENTO

KINGS
N

what the doctor ordered for the Kings.

Big man and double-double king
Domantas Sabonis, like Fox, has strug-
gled in the past from the free throw line,
but has looked better so far this season,
and has raised his average. It’s still early,
but if both Fox and Sabonis can get to
80% or better at the line consistently, look
for Sacramento to be lighting the beam
with increased regularity.

At 3-3 the Kings may not have a gawdy
win-loss record, but the last four games
have given all the fans a positive look at
what the season can look like.

Although DeRozan has already shown
he can connect from long range when
called upon, he consistently passes up
3-point opportunities for mid-range looks,
and he is deadly from the 10 to 15-foot
range. DeMar looks so comfortable in
mid-range, his stroke is almost effortless,
and with that kind of confidence, he poses
a serious late game option to go along
with Fox and Sabonis.

Shout out to Kevin Huerter who after a
subpar start in game one, has returned to
what fans have expected to see, and once
again, Huerter has shown his acumen
both beyond the 3-point line, and driving
to the hoop.

Huerter’s defense has taken a step for-
ward as well, so we’ll give some atta-boys
to coach Brown for putting Huerter back
in the starting lineup and sticking with
him. If we can keep Kevin off the injury
list, the 2024/2025 season could be a
breakout year for a popular player with a
big upside.

More than anything, the recent wins,
particularly on the road, are spurring a
higher volume of optimism, and look for
an already loud arena to get even louder.

For any naysayers that felt it would
take a long time for newcomer DeMar
DeRozan to fit in, he is well ahead of
schedule, and the way he and Fox are
sharing the ball is a pleasure to watch.

Stay tuned Kings fans. This is what
you’ve been waiting for, and the best is

yet to come!

All the best!

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *
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Rancho Murieta North

Lot 49,0n Puerto Dr. and Fuente de
Paz

Maps and price lists are available at
Town & Country RE, or onsite at
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ABOUT THIS PROPERTY:

* Phase one consists of 37 custom lots

and 31 semi-custom lots.
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Sac State Tennis Trio
Heading to Championships

Sac State sophomore Irene
Riva was Big Sky Player
of the Week twice in 2024.
Photos courtesy of Sac State
Athletics

Sacramento State
University Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA, (MPG)
- Sacramento State soph-
omore Lou Baudouin in
singles and the doubles
tandem of senior Maddy
Ferreros and sophomore
Irene Riva have been
selected to represent the
Big Sky Conference at
the 2024 ITA Conference
Masters Championships on
Nov. 7-10, in Rome, Ga.
The Hornets’ trio was
selected by a vote of the
conference’s head coaches
following a round of nomi-
nations. Coaches could not
vote for their own players.
Each Division | confer-
ence will send one singles
player and one doubles
team to the event to played
at the Rome Tennis Center,
with the four singles semi-
finalists and top three
doubles teams qualifying
for the NCAA Division |
Individual Championships
hosted by Baylor in Waco,
Texas, on Nov. 19-24.
Ferreros and Riva
wrapped up the 2024
spring season with a 16-4
record at the No. 2 spot in

Redshirt sophomore Lou
Baudouin will represent
Sac Sate and the Big Sky
conference at the ITA
Championships .

the Hornets’ line up, earn-
ing All-Big Sky second
team honors in doubles
while helping Sacramento
State to their first Big Sky
Conference regular season
and tournament titles since
2012. The 16 wins together
were tied for seventh on
the school’s single-season
list.

This fall, the duo were
additions to the field at
the prestigious Battle in
the Bay Classic, which
featured student-athletes
from 16 of the nation’s
preseason top 75 schools
— including six of the top
10 and two more in the top
25.

They battled the duo of
Mila Mulready and Ozlem
Uslu from Virginia Tech
in the opening round, then
drew the No. 36 team in
the nation in USC’s Emma
Charney and Imogen
Haddad in the consolation
round.

A month later, the duo
advanced to the round of
16 at the ITA Northwest
Regionals in Berkeley,
Calif., posting wins over
teams from SeattleU and
Santa Clara in the main
draw’s opening two rounds

Sac State senior Maddy
Ferreros is part of the
doubles tandem heading
to the 2024 ITA Conference
Masters Championships.

before falling to the tour-
nament’s No. 5-seeded duo
from California.

Baudouin finished her
first collegiate season with
an 18-6 singles record in
the spring of 2024, play-
ing at least one match at
every spot in the lineup
except for No. 1 and won
eight of her 10 contests at
the No. 3 spot. She was an
All-Big Sky second team
selection in both singles
and doubles, opening her
career with eight consecu-
tive singles victories, while
her 18 singles wins overall
were tied for 15th on the
school’s single-season list.

This fall, Baudouin fin-
ished 3-1 at the Cal Fall
Invitational, posting sin-
gles wins over opponents
from San Jose State,
Nevada, and Pacific, while
going 2-2 in doubles. She
also reached the main
draw round of 16 at the
ITA Northwest Regionals
alongside partner Palina
Saulevich, posting wins
over teams from Pacific
and UC Davis before fall-
ing to Washington State’s
Hania Abouelsaad and
Martina Markov in a tie-
breaker, 8-7 (5). *

2024
FALLTRIAL
PROMOTION

Effective 11/1/24-12/31/24

Golf Trial Membership
$555 Monthly Unlimited Golf*

Social Trial Membership
$88 Monthly™*

Ay

Family Inclusive, Golf Cart options available
(*Some restrictions may apply)

Offer for New membe

Contact: Chantil Russo (916) 354-3421
crusso@ranchomurietacc.com




12 - River Valley Times

NOVEMBER 8, 2024

The Capital SouthEast Connector: A Lifeline for Public Safety and Emergency Response

By Derek Minnema,
Executive Director
Capital Southeast
Connector JPA

Imagine driving on a
partially flooded roadway,
where last year, drivers
in southern Sacramento
County experienced this
life-threatening situation
firsthand as floodwaters
engulfed their cars. Or
fleeing a fast- moving
wildfire, as hundreds of
others did, bottlenecked
on narrow two-lane roads
with little to no shoulders,
while emergency respond-
ers struggled to reach
them.

These scenarios are not
hypothetical. They con-
tinue to occur in southern
Sacramento County,
where existing roads
designed decades ago for
far fewer residents—now
represent a clear danger.
Last year,

Sacramento Metro
Fire reported perform-
ing over 30 flood rescues
along area roads due to
poorly designed drainage
systems.

When fully built,

the Capital SouthEast
Connector will solve
those problems in south-
ern Sacramento County.
This modern roadway
will connect I-5 and Hwy
99 near Elk Grove to Hwy
50 in Folsom and the El
Dorado Hills, providing
a safer and more reliable
transportation network.
As our region faces
the dual dangers of sum-
mer wildfires and winter
storm flooding, the impor-
tance of this project
becomes even more evi-
dent. Roadways play a
huge role in the safety and
well-being of our com-
munity. The Connector
is designed to ease traffic
congestion while forming
part of a resilient trans-
portation network that

protects lives, enables
swift emergency
responses, and ensures
safe evacuations during
disasters.

Sheriff Jim Cooper
emphasized the critical
need for quicker response
times in emergencies:
“It’s a safety issue for our
motoring public and also
for your first responders.
We’ve got to get there to
service those people, and
those minutes are critical.
Time is of the essence.”

Sacramento Metro-
politan Fire District
Assistant Chief John
Rudnicki echoed this
concern, noting the impor-
tance of the Connector’s
Grant Line Road improve-
ments: “When we look at
the number of fatalities
and incidents that have
affected this roadway, we
can clearly see why it is
so crucial to make this
improvement an engi-
neered solution to prevent
future problems.”

Every second counts in
an emergency. Whether it
is a medical crisis, a fire,
or a flood, first respond-
ers need reliable, safe,

and efficient routes to
reach people in need.
The Capital SouthEast
Connector will be a cru-
cial thoroughfare for
emergency vehicles,
reducing response times
and ensuring that help
arrives as quickly as

possible.
(44

When we look
at the number
of fatalities and
incidents that
have affected this
roadway, we can
clearly see why it is
so crucial to make
this improvement
an engineered
solution to prevent
future problems.

29

Beyond day-to-
day emergencies, the
Connector will play a
pivotal role in regional
emergency preparedness.
During disasters like wild-
fires, its wide lanes and
better access will allow

for smoother evacuations
and faster movement of
emergency personnel
and heavy equipment.
Rudnicki recalled the
devastating Camp Fire in
Paradise, where poor road
access severely hindered
evacuation efforts. “On a
roadway, we’re worried
about the smoke, we’re
worried about the shoul-
der. How do you turn your
vehicle around if the road
is narrowing from four
lanes down to two and
there’s nowhere to go?”
he asked.

Winter brings its own
set of challenges, with
flooding posing a signif-
icant danger to residents
and first responders in
southern Sacramento
County. As Cooper noted,
drivers often misjudge the
depth of floodwaters or
fail to see warning signs,
trapping themselves in
dangerous situations. The
Connector’s design will
address these issues with
improved drainage sys-
tems and clearer signage,
ensuring that emergency
vehicles can navigate the
region safely, regardless

of weather conditions.

This project has been
a long time coming, but
it is now gaining real
momentum thanks to
recent federal support.
“It’s been going on for a
long time... trickle here,
trickle there, and never a
lot of money,”

Cooper reflected, add-
ing, “Finally, we get a lot
of money.” This much-
needed funding will allow
us to address the most
dangerous stretches of
road and create a safer,
more resilient network for
all.

The Capital SouthEast
Connector is not just a
transportation project; it
is a lifeline for our com-
munity. By building a
roadway that can with-
stand the challenges of
flooding and wildfires, we
are ensuring that our res-
idents remain safe and
connected—no matter
what challenges lie ahead.

Derek Minnema is a
civil engineer, and the
chief executive leading
the Capital SouthEast
Connector Joint Powers
Authority. *

What Everybody Ought to Know...
About Transportation and Traffic in Sacramento County

Why Are We Publishing This Information

The Capital SouthEast Connector is the largest and most significant road project in Sac-
ramento and El Dorado Counties, but its value to the region is often unknown to residents.
We hope to change that through a series of ads. The ads explore the Connector’s history
and future, its financing, its challenges, and its successes.

Please send your comments about these ads, or any ques-
tions you might have, to ConnectorSupport@SacCounty.gov

For more information or to sign up for our newsletter, visit our website at ConnectorJPA.
com or go to our YouTube channel @southeastconnectorexpressway

What is the Capital
SouthEast Connector
Expressway?

The planned Connector is

an expressway that will
link Interstate 5 and Highway
99 near Elk Grove to Highway
50in El Dorado County. The
new expressway will relieve
congestion by directing
commuter and commercial
traffic around the city on a
safe expressway. Travelers
to and from areas south of
Sacramento will no longer
need to go through the city to
get to their destinations. The
(apital SouthEast Connector
Expressway also features a
parallel bike and pedestrian
trail.

Who will benefit from
the SouthEast Connector
Expressway when completed?

The entire region will

benefit from reduced
congestion on area highways,
particularly Hwy 50, and from
fewer toxic fumes spewing
from thousands of vehicles
stuck in traffic. Southeastern
Sacramento County residents
will have a safe new route
to avoid Hwy 50 congestion
and bypass downtown
traffic. Businesses, companies,
farmers, and ranchers will also
be able to receive supplies
and send products to market

more safely and quickly. Most
importantly, the modernized
roadway will be safe to travel,
unlike current conditions that
endanger lives.

Who approved building
the SouthEast Connector
Expressway?

In 2004, by a 3-1 margin,

voters agreed to tax
themselves for 30 years for
transportation maintenance,
road improvements, mass
transit, mobility for seniors
and people with disabilities,
and specifically to construct a
new expressway connecting
[-5 and Hwy 99 in the Elk
Grove area to Hwy 50in El
Dorado County, now known
as the Capital SouthEast
Connector. Since the vote, the
tax has generated about $2
billion. To date, the Capital
SouthEast Connector has
received about $58 million
of those funds, which were
paired with federal and state
funds to complete 11 miles of
the 34-mile project.

Where have the transpor-

tation tax funds not allo-
cated to the Capital SouthEast
Connector been used?

The transportation sales

tax funds are allocated
according to a formula voters
approved when they approved
the tax. The largest single

recipient of the funds since
the tax began is the Regional
Transit Authority (38%,
amounting to $709 million)
for operating and maintaining
light rail and bus services;

and providing transporta-
tion options to seniors and
individuals with disabilities.
Street and road maintenance
projects have received 29.4%,
amounting to $545.5 million.
Overall, capital improvement
projects have received 20.4%,
amounting to $377.4 million.
The rest of the funds went to
smaller projects, and less than
3% of one percent is spent on
program administration.

What has the Sacramento

Area Council of Gov-
ernments’ role been in the
(apital SouthEast Connector’s
construction.

The Capital SouthEast

Connector is part of the
“Sacramento Blueprint,”
adopted over 20 years ago by
SACOG's board of directors
and still consulted today. The
Blueprint's goal is to integrate
land use and transportation
planning to improve the
region’s quality of life. It was
SACOG's idea to create the
(apital SouthEast Connector
Joint Powers Authority to
manage the design and
construction of the express-
way. Over the years, SACOG

Connector's White Rock Road Improvement
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Future
Capital

SouthEast
Connector

Map showing the location of the future Capital SouthEast Connector

has been mostly supportive of
efforts to advance the project,
butin 2016 the organization
decided to remove a portion
of the Connector in its MTP
update, introducing notable
funding challenges for the
project. More recently, SACOG
determined that constructing
a segment of the project

was the region’s number

one transportation priority,
greatly enhancing a successful
project application for federal
funding.

What environmental

impacts will the South-
East Connector Expressway
create, and how will they be
mitigated?

Like any road project,

the Capital SouthEast
Connector will affect the
environment during and after
construction, but all federal,
state, and local regulations
to protect the environment
are being followed. After
construction, the environment
will be greatly enhanced due
to a design that controls and
channels damaging ground-
water that currently floods
the roadway and adjacent
lands. The Connector Joint
Powers Authority is a member
of the South Sacramento
Conservation Agency (SCCA)
that oversees compliance
with the South Sacramento
Habitat Conservation Plan and
its rules for road construction.
The Connector project has
obtained environmental
permits and has also agreed

to purchase lands to replace
impacted agricultural land
or vernal pools in accordance
with the conservation plan’s
vision.
How will the Capital
SouthEast Connector affect
bike and pedestrian trafficin
the area?

Bicyclists and pedestrians

who currently face grave
danger will be able to avoid
traffic entirely by using a
paved, Class 1 bike trail that
will be built separate from
the expressway along its
entire length. The bike trail is
designed to enable residents
to walk or ride their bikes to
visit friends in neighboring
communities; or peddle to
work, local restaurants, stores,
parks, and entertainment
venues; or simply to exercise
and enjoy the outdoors.

How can residents support
construction of the Capital
SouthEast Connector?

Your support is vital to our

successfully applying for
funds to complete the project.
Telling your local, state, and
federal elected representa-
tives that you support the
project is very helpful. You
can also learn more about
the project or sign up for our
newsletter on our website
at www.connectorjpa.com.
Alternatively, you can use the
QR code on this page, visit our
Instagram page at www.insta-
gram.com/connectorjpa or
our YouTube channel at www.
youtube.com/@SouthEastcon-
nectorexpressway Please send
questions or comments to
ConnectorSupport@saccounty.
ov.
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