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Drought Conditions 
Prompt Red Flag 
Warning
BY PATTY ROY

You can’t miss it on 
the town website: at 
auburnma.gov, there 

is a fire caution notice 
along with a map outlin-
ing drought conditions 
in the state. The Cen-
tral Region (Worcester 
County) is appropriately 
shaded in burnt orange 
for Level Three or Criti-
cal Drought conditions.

Rainfall has been at a significant 
low over the past two months and 
the long –range outlook doesn’t 
show much relief. That has put 
a Red Flag Warning into effect, 
meaning a combination of weather, 
wind and drought means brush 
fires have a greater chance of 
spreading.

The town currently has a “no 
outside burning” order in place, 
said Auburn Fire Chief Stephen 
Coleman. 

“Historically low rainfall, bright 
and breezy weather, and bone-dry 
fuel sources mean that any outdoor 
fire will quickly grow out of con-
trol,” he said. 

Chief Coleman is also the 
Public Information Officer for Fire 
District 7 that includes Auburn 
and Oxford. The Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Associa-
tion (MEMA) created the district 
with its 28 municipalities that 
are organized to rapidly deploy 
firefighters and equipment, as well 
as share training.

The Fire Chief said it’s crucial 
for residents to “refrain from any 
outdoor activity that can spark a 
fire,” in order to conserve already 
busy resources.

“Every firefighter battling a pre-
ventable wildfire one who can’t re-
spond to a house fire, motor vehicle 
accident or medical emergency,” he 
said. 

On November 2, the Chief is-
sued an outdoor burning ban for 
Auburn. Despite the fact that it 
was posted on social media and a 
town-wide Code Red notice sent 
out, people seemed not to get the 
message. 

The department responded to 
eight outside fires from burning 
leaves, trash and building debris 
over that same weekend. On No-
vember 9, the department assisted 
at a fire on the Auburn/Millbury 
line that spread from a fire pit. 

Oxford DPW and Chef Poppa 
Corn the Winners of Scarecrows 
on the Common!
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

What a tremendous display 
of spunk and imagina-
tion on the Oxford Town 

Common in anticipation of fall 
and Hallowe’en!  
The entries were 
all excellent and 
well-thought 
out. They were 
all the Best of 
the Best. Truly 
they were. The 
Oxford Depart-
ment of Public 
Works won 
First Place for 
being the Fun-
niest and the 
Best of Town 
Spirit! They also 
won Second 
Place in the 
Most Creative 
category. Kudos 
to them for 
their ultimate 
originality!

The DPW 
went to the 
max of displays. 
Their ornery 
looking and fanged creature made 
from DPW supplies truly was an 
invention to write home about. 
The scary beast was tall, orange-
and-white striped, and positively 
menacing in its presentation. 
Boogah-woogah! 

The imaginations of the high-

way crew who put this looming 
and scary thing on exhibit at The 
Common were simply amazing.  
From the reflective vest to his 
trash can hat and construction 
barrel legs and torso, he sure was 
a frightful sight!  His pose was 

terribly good. Not too intimidat-
ing but certainly threatening.  All 
in good fun as he sat among the 
many other imaginative, creative, 
and scary looking spectacles.

Chef Poppa Corn (Richard 
Guskey) won for Most Creative. 
Other entries included a really 

tasty-looking N & J Donuts display 
with an appealing pink-frosted 
donut, Friends of Oxford Commu-
nity Center’s cool display, Room on 
the Broom by Sarah Auclair, just 
awesome, and a delightful Silver 
Sneakers scarecrow.   All entrants 

are to be commended for their 
outstanding works of art. It was a 
first-rate display and a testament to 
community spirit.

If you missed these sophisti-
cated works of art, there’s always 
next year!

Auburn Announces Details on Library/
Goddard Park/Pedestrian Bridge Project
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

According to the town’s pro-
posed project summary, Au-
burn is moving ahead with 

its three-phased project for the 
Library and Goddard Park area. 
Construction involves installing 
a large sunroom addition on the 
back of the library facility, imple-
menting various improvements to 

Goddard Park, and constructing a 
pedestrian bridge over the brook 
to physical link the library parcel 
with Goddard Park. 

The report states that God-
dard Park and the Auburn Public 
Library are anchors in Drury 
Square and the proposed project 
would involve construction of the 
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 
1-13 JEFF ANDERSON
1-20 STEPHEN GEORGE
1-27 JOE MACY
2-3 ASHLEY HENSEL 

Make your 
Valentines 

Day 
reservations 

now! 

Casual WaterfrontCasual Waterfront

Dining on lake lashaWayDining on lake lashaWay

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSEOPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 11-CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYSCLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

308 308 Main street, east BrookfielDMain street, east BrookfielD

774-449-8333 • 774-449-8333 •  308 308LAKESIDE.COMLAKESIDE.COM

Please call 
774-449-8333 

for reservations,
take-out or 

reservation online
 308lakeside.com

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

Family Owned and Operated offering the following:Family Owned and Operated offering the following:
• Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment 
• Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation 
• Nursing & Personal Care
• Medication Administration
• Recreation: Social Groups, 
 Exercise, Current Events, 
 Gross motor/Cognitive Games, 
 Music, Bowling, Billiards
• Nutritional Meals
• Transportation Services 
 (DOOR TO DOOR)

Adult Day Health Program serving your communityAdult Day Health Program serving your community

www.accorddaycenter.com

Assisting 
Families for 

38 years

It is illegal to burn leaves in Mas-
sachusetts at any time, and in the 
current conditions, open air fires 
such as wood-burning fire pits, 
chimeneas, and propane-fueled 
patio and yard accessories should 
not be used either.

Open air brush burning without 
a permit and authorization is sub-
ject to a fine of $500 plus the cost 
of suppression during burn season 
which begins on January 15.

During a drought and on Red 
Flag days, state law further allows 
fire chiefs to levy $50 daily fines for 
“fireworks, candles, recreational 
and cooking fires or any device that 
produces an open flame or spark.” 
[MGL Chapter 148, Section 30]

The fire department’s Facebook 
page states: “Our goal is to educate 

and provide people with the cur-
rent fire conditions so they can 
make good decisions. However, 
we know that is not always the 
case and we provide warnings and 
explain the rules and conditions 
to people in violation. If people 
continue to ignore the law, we 
will issue fines and seek to recoup 
costs.”

The entire state, including Dis-
trict 7, is facing an unprecedented 
fall wildfire season. Statewide, fires 
in October rose 1,200% above the 
historical average, and the 133 
fires reported in the first week of 
November represent more than 
six times the average for the entire 
month. Many have damaged 
homes and other properties.

According to Chief Coleman al-
most all of these fires start with hu-
man activity and can be prevented 
by limiting outdoor activity that 
involves open flames, sparks and 

embers, hot engines or gasoline 
from power equipment, and other 
ignition sources.

The lack of rainfall, dry dead 
leaves, bright sunshine and gusty 
winds are combining to create per-
fect conditions for wildfires, once 
started, to spread.

At the same time, water sources 
like lakes and ponds are supply-
ing less water and water pressure 
needed to extinguish the fires.

Chief Coleman also points out 
that about half the homes in Mas-
sachusetts are in or near wooded 
areas, so they are also at risk from 
wildfires.

   “The faster we hear about a 
fire, the better chance we have of 
safely extinguishing it,” said Chief 
Coleman. “If you see smoke or 
flames, please call 911 right away 
so we can protect you, your neigh-
bors and our community.” 

Auburn Town Manager 
Ed Kazanovicz, 
Announces Retirement
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

After 30 years of serving the 
town of Auburn, Town Man-
ager Kazanovicz announced 

his retirement effective January 31, 
2025 to the Board of Selectmen 

(“BOS”). He hopes to pursue fam-
ily and personal interests. 

He thanked the current and 
previous members of the BOS and 
Auburn residents by stating that 
“it’s been an honor and privilege 
to serve you and I will forever be 
grateful for your trust in me and 
for allowing me to serve this out-
standing community.”  He cited his 
initiatives and accomplishments in 
the areas of the new fire head-
quarters at the site of the former 
Chuck’s Steakhouse, establish-
ment of EMS Ambulance Service, 

police body cameras, adoption of 
financial policies resulting in an 
AA+ bond rating upgrade, creation 
of the OPEB (town retiree benefits) 
trust with a balance of $10 million, 
Veterans Memorial corridor and 
parks, online permitting, senior 
housing development, construction 
and development of the Pappas 
Recreation Complex, as well as 
middle and high school construc-
tion.

Mr. Kazanovicz also stated that 
“there is still much to be done and I 
will remain laser-focused until my 
departure to ensure a seamless and 
smooth transition.” He thanked the 
town’s management team includ-
ing Assistant Town Manager, Dori 
Vecchio; Police Chief Todd Lemon; 
Fire Chief Steven Coleman; 
Deputy Chiefs Scott Mills and Glen 
Johnson; CFO Karen Harnois; 
DPW Director Joanna Paquin; 
DDIS Director Darlene Coyle; IT 
Director Mike Marino; Town Clerk 
Ginger Buteau; School Superinten-
dent Beth Chamberlin; all Divi-
sion Heads and their Assistants; 
and all other Town Personnel who 
helped to advance the betterment 
of Auburn.

His closing remarks were “after 
30 years of being employed by 
the town, I am prepared to write 
my final chapter. Auburn and its 
residents will always hold a special 
place in my heart. Thank you.”   
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To learn more 
visit msic.website/TRIM  
or email TRIM@msic.org

Introducing

Get a great  
30-year fixed-rate 
MORTGAGE  
NOW, and if rates 
drop, JUST TRIM™ 
IT LATER...

with 
NO FEE!
msic.website/TRIM-it 
TRIM@msic.org

MAIN FONT: TRAJAN
SUB FONT: MYRIAD

MAIN FONT: TRAJAN
SUB FONT: MYRIAD

Participating credit unions 
are NMLS Approved Lenders 
and Equal Housing Lenders

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

pedestrian bridge to span Dunn’s 
Brook, improve and enhance the 
park, and provide new space at 
the back of the library that visu-
ally connects with the park and 
provides an opportunity for out-
door programming and expanded 
indoor space. The improvements 
are expected to create a welcom-
ing environment at the library 
and the park that will encourage 
visitors, residents, and surround-
ing businesses to utilize the park 
while also providing easy access 
to the library.

The pedestrian bridge will 
provide connectivity to enable 
the town to develop walking trails 
through the park to the library 
and to Brotherton Way and back 
to the park. The bridge might 
also include a bicycle lane.

Installation of the glass sun-
room structure on the back of the 
library would provide additional 
indoor programming space as 
well as create a connection to 
the outdoor space on the Library 
property itself and the adjoining 
park via the pedestrian bridge. 
This installation will hopefully 
facilitate the library’s use of the 
outdoor space that is currently 

underutilized and not easily 
accessible. The sunroom addi-
tion would also create a visual 
connection to the park as well 
as a physical connection which 
would provide opportunities to 
hold outdoor library programs on 
the newly-connected town spaces 
including the pond which would 
be cleaned and made accessible 
for use in passive recreational 
family and library activities. 

This project compliments the 
ongoing $4.2 million Auburn 
Street reconstruction project 
and the town-funded additional 
$900,000 aesthetic improvements 
as well as the $400,000 Brother-
ton Way improvement project.

Auburn applied for and 
received approval of a $505,000 
grant through the Arthur M. & 
Martha R. Pappas Foundation. 
The Pappas Foundation requires 
a minimum match of 50% of the 
total project cost and the town 
has developed a funding plan that 
does not require any new taxes as 
it utilizes available funds.  

The 2024 first place winner was "Mother, May I" by Sarah Lemansky.

Here’s Looking at Your Photos
The Blackstone Valley Art 

Association is sponsoring 
the 13th Annual Anything 

Goes Photography Show – this 
show is open to the public! Prints 

from all styles of digital cameras, 
film cameras, cellphone cameras, 
point-and-shoots, SLRs, cyano-
types, and other photo-related 
artwork are warmly welcome!

The drop-off date for the show 
is Saturday, January 4, 2025 from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. at the BVAA 
Community Art Gallery at 5 
South Main Street, Uxbridge. 
The opening reception for the 
show is Friday, January 10, 2025. 
Each participant may exhibit two 
photos, which will be judged for 
cash prizes. Applications, hang-
ing guidelines for the show, and 
drop-off details can be found 
at bvaa.org. A portion of all 
sales goes to support the work of 
Open Sky in the community.

As part of this community 
photography show, the BVAA 
will host a series of free photog-
raphy workshops on composi-
tion, shutter speed, depth of 
field, and other topics. Check out 
our BVAA.org website and social 
media as we set up that schedule. 
Partial funding for BVAA activi-
ties comes from Local Cultural 
Council Grants.

We look forward to seeing 
your artwork! For more informa-
tion, email infor@bvaa.org
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CONCRETE CORING & CUTTING AND REPAIR
CARPENTRY REMODELING

KITCHENS • WINDOWS • DOORS • DECKS

508.341.9315

10%

OFF
1ST JOB

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

CAPITOL SIDING & HOME CAPITOL SIDING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.

TONI FACCHINI
toni@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding • Roofing
Replacement Windows • Seamless Gutters

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501

Tel. 508-832-5981

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Auburn Public Library
369 Southbridge Street
508-832-7790
www.auburnlibrary.org

The Library closes at 12:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Nov. 27 and will 
be closed for the Thanksgiving 
holiday Nov. 28 – Dec. 1.

Evening Book Club Monday, 
Nov. 25 at 5:30 p.m. “The Guest 
List” by Lucy Foley

Evening Knitting Group, Tues-
day 5-7 p.m.

Webster-Dudley-Oxford Chamber 
of Commerce Donates Gift Cards 
to Community Food Banks.
The Webster-Dudley-Oxford 

Chamber of Commerce this 
week donated $2,000 in gro-

cery gift cards to Webster Dudley 
Food Share and $1,000 in grocery 
gift cards to the Oxford Ecumeni-
cal Food Shelf to support these 
local organizations in their mission 
to provide people in need this 
holiday season.

“There’s a need out there, and 

we don’t talk enough about it,” 
said John Milas, chamber direc-
tor. “This is all about helping our 
community. The number of people 
going to the food banks has been 
increasing with the rise in the cost 
of food.”

This is the third year that the 
Chamber has been donating to 
the food banks in the form of gift 
cards. Previously, it donated tur-
keys at Thanksgiving. Milas noted 
that the gift card donations are now 
included in the Chamber’s annual 
budget. 

Webster Dudley Food Share is a 
non-profit organization that pro-
vides essential food to all Webster 

and Dudley residents in need. The 
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf 
provides free emergency grocery 
assistance to any family living in 
Oxford and any registered mem-
bers of an Oxford church.

About Webster-Dudley-Oxford 
Chamber of Commerce

The Webster-Dudley-Oxford 
Chamber of Commerce advocates 
for the interests of its local business 
members and is an affiliate of the 
Worcester Regional Chamber of 
Commerce.  For more information, 
go to www.wdochamberma.com or 
call 508-943-9700.

 

Open Sky Community Services presents 
The Fright Before Christmas
Jeff Belanger’s one-person holiday show explores the darker side of the holiday season. 
Warning: This event is NOT for children!

Bestselling author, podcaster, 
media personality, and 
renowned storyteller Jeff 

Belanger will take the stage to 
perform his captivating one-person 
show, “The Fright Before Christ-
mas”, at The G.B. and Lexi Singh 
Performance Center, 60 Douglas 

Road, Whitinsville on Saturday, 
December 7, at 7 p.m.

This spine-tingling event blends 
Belanger’s wit with his fascination 
for the supernatural, exploring how 
Christmas and ghost stories have 
long gone hand-in-hand. Known 
for his dynamic stage presence 

and deep knowledge 
of the strange and 
unexplained, Belanger 
promises audiences a 
night of shivers and 
chuckles, along with 
a hoard of ghosts and 
monsters like Krampus, 
Belsnickel, Gryla, the 
Yule Lads, and more.

Based on his bestsell-
ing book of the same 
name, Belanger will take 
his audience on a jour-
ney through the ancient 
history of this holiday. 
“No matter if you call it 
Christmas, Midwinter, 
or Yule, this holiday has 
always been centered 
on the Winter Solstice,” 
said Belanger. “It’s a time when the 
night grows long, the days short, 
and we’re forced to wonder if we’ll 
survive the oncoming icy season 
filled with dangers and monsters 
waiting to kill us... Better leave the 
kids home for this one.”

Jeff Belanger is 
an author, pod-
caster, storytell-
er, adventurer, 
and explorer of 
the unexplained. 
He’s written 

more than a dozen 
books that have been 
published in six 
languages, he’s the 
Emmy-nominated 
host, writer, and 
producer of the New 
England Legends se-
ries on PBS and 
Amazon Prime, and 
he provides pro-
grams and perfor-
mances to audiences 
all over the world. 
Jeff has made media 
appearances on hun-
dreds of radio and 
television programs 
over his 25-year 
career, and he has a 
passion for mysteries 
and legends

For more informa-
tion and learn where 
to purchase tickets 
online visit: open-
skycs.org/events
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QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

103 Federal Hill Rd,Oxford
617-697-8602

Order your Gift Certificates
today!

www.oxfordfarmsma.com

Oxford Farms
Delicious, pasture-raised, 

grass-finished, BEEF and LAMB, 
organic grain-fed CHICKEN and EGGS

Farm Store Hours
Saturdays 10-12 PM

Give the gift of delicious, healthy food 
that is good for the planet too, this holiday season!  

Scan to Order 

Auburn Senior Center
4 Goddard Drive
508-832-7799
www.auburnma.gov/654/Senior-
Center

SENIOR SWEAT MONDAYS AT 10 A.M.
This class emphasizes balance, 

stretching and strengthening. 
Also posture, coordination and 
essential muscle groups such as 
upper chest core and buttocks. 
Most of the class exercise will be 
in a chair or will use a chair for 
safety. This is a drop- in class, 
you do not need to pre-register. 
$3.00 donation. This class is 
taught by Dr. Harvey Clermont.

YOGA FOR MINDFULNESS MONDAY 
AT 11 A.M.

Yoga for older adults is 
practiced with the use of a chair 
and  incorporates breathing prac-
tices (Pranayama), focus (Medi-
tation) and  movement (Asa-
na).  Asana moves all the joints 
through a range of motion which 
will improve strength, flexibility 
and steadiness.  Ann  Ramsey is a 
certified registered yoga teacher 
of the E-RYT 500  level and has 
been teaching yoga to older 
adults for 15 years. This is a drop 
in class, you do not need to  pre-
register.   $3.00 donation 

GENTLE FLOW YOGA TUESDAY AT 
11 A.M.

With Angie Lavache. Slow-
paced for strength, flexibility, 
mobility and holding postures, $3 

donation

LET’S MOVE TOGETHER TUESDAYS 
1-1:45 P.M .

Strength and cardio activities 
to improve your health and fit-
ness, $3 donation

CHAIR DANCE TUESDAYS & THURS-
DAYS 10 A.M. 

Chair dance encourages health 
and fitness for active people or 
those whose physical condition, 
restricted mobility, or age, limits 
their participation in conven-
tional forms of exercise. Chair 
dancing is a fun, energizing and 
social activity suited for all ages - 
it’s dancing with your soul. This 
class is taught by instructor Forty 
Arroyo. This is a drop in class, 
you do not need to pre-register. 
$3.00 donation 

STRENGTH & BALANCE WEDNES-
DAYS & FRIDAYS AT 10 A.M.

Strengthen & tone your upper 
and lower body while improv-
ing your mobility and balance 
with these seated and standing 
exercises using a chair and light 
hand weights (if desired). Led by 
Ace Certified Fitness Trainer Lin 
Hultgren. All levels are welcome! 
Beginner and modification 
friendly. Make a positive differ-
ence in your health today! This is 
a drop- in class, you do not need 
to pre-register, $3.00 donation 
per class.

WALKING CLUB MONDAY & 
WEDNESDAY 10 A.M. 

The group meets every 
Monday and Wednesday.  Dur-
ing the summer months, meet 
at Lemansky Field, 400 Oxford 
Street North., Auburn.  During 
the winter months the group 
meets at the Auburn Mall-food 
court.  Lace up your sneakers 
and join the fun!  Call the senior 
center for the current time. 

MEDITATION FRIDAYS AT 11 A.M.
Meditation creates positive ef-

fects on your health, well-being, 
sleep problems, chronic pain, 
anxiety and depression.  The class 
is led by Usha Verma.   This is a 
drop in class, you do not need to 
pre-register.  There is no charge 
for this class. 

Coloring Club – Mondays at 
10: 30 a.m. 

Knit & Stitch – Mondays 10-
11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays – 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m.

Canasta - Mondays at 12:45 
p.m. $2

Weekly Tech Clinic – Wednes-
days 11a.m. – 12 p.m. Computer, 
phone, iTablets

Pitch – Wednesdays 1 p.m. and 
Friday 6:30 p.m.

Bingo – Thursdays 12:45 p.m.
iPad Club -Thursdays at 1 p.m.
Quilting  - Fridays at 12 p.m.
Bridge – Fridays 12:45 p.m.
Dominoes – Fridays at 12:45 

p.m.

Practical Nursing Open House at BVT
Tours Available December 2nd

The Moonlight Program in Prac-
tical Nursing (Post-Secondary) 
at Blackstone Valley Regional 

Vocational Technical High School 
(BVT) prepares its adult learners 
for personal and professional suc-
cess as practical nurses. If you are 
interested in a life-changing career 
in health care, register to attend the 
Open House on Monday, December 
2nd, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

The evening is an opportunity to 
tour the practical nursing classrooms 
at 65 Pleasant Street in Upton. Speak 
with faculty and staff, observe the 
state-of-the-art equipment, and 
participate in a question-and-answer 
session. Learn more about the part-
time, 60-week evening program re-
quirements, the admissions process, 
and how to enroll.

All interested applicants must 
take the Test of Essential Academic 
Skills (TEAS), a requirement for 
the Practical Nursing program. The 
program administers the TEAS 
Entrance Exams to applicants and 
accepts TEAS results from other 

testing locations.
“It is a good time to enter the 

nursing field because there’s such a 
need for skilled nurses,” said Practi-
cal Nursing Coordinator Joann L. 
Monks, MBA, MSc, RN-BC, RMA.

The affordable program of-

fers small class sizes and accepts 
in-district, out-of-district, and 
out-of-state applicants. For more 
information about the program and 
to register for the Open House, visit 

www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/pno-
penhouse.
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WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum
• Winter rates in effect

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom Concrete - Metered PoursCustom Concrete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
•Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
•Footings
•Retaining Walls
•Walkways/Sidewalks
•Curbing
•Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

Call to schedule your pour today
508-770-1200

Saturday
pours

available

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Christmas by Candlelight Returns to Old Sturbridge Village
Experience the Magic of the Holidays

Old Sturbridge Village an-
nounces the return of Christ-
mas by Candlelight, a cher-

ished celebration of New England’s 
festive holiday traditions. Tickets 
are now on sale to the public for 
select dates in November and 
December.

The Village will transform into 
a stunning winter wonderland 
beginning November 29, featuring 
over 85 beautifully decorated trees 
on the Christmas Tree Trail, over 
80 wreaths, hundreds of candles 
illuminating the pathways, and 
more than a mile of garland used 
to adorn the historic buildings. 
Each evening of the program will 
kick off at 4:30 p.m. with a magical 
lighting ceremony.

Visitors can experience a variety 
of activities, including knitting 
Christmas stockings and baking 

traditional holiday treats. Guests 
can stroll through the picturesque 
village and cross the enchanting 
Christmas Wish Bridge, a scenic 
path lined with trees along the 
Quinebaug River. Children will 
have the chance to meet Santa and 
Mrs. Claus in their new cabin, 
where they can share their holiday 
wishes. Visitors are also encour-
aged to participate in the annual 
Gingerbread House contest, where 

creative entries will be displayed 
for public voting.

“Christmas by Candlelight is 
a celebration of the cherished 
traditions that make the season 
truly special,” said Rhys Simmons, 
Director of Interpretation at Old 
Sturbridge Village. “Our goal is to 
transport you back in time with 
an experience that delights all the 
senses. Picture twinkling lights 
adorning the trees, the enticing 

aromas and flavors of mulled cider 
and freshly baked gingerbread, 
and the familiar sounds of holiday 
carols echoing all around.”

This year’s Christmas by Candle-
light will feature an array of live 
entertainment, including histori-
cal performances and readings of 
Christmas tales for children. New 
this year is “Upon a Midnight 
Clear – An Acoustic New England 
Christmas,” a musical journey 
showcasing local artists reinter-
preting classic carols.

In addition to the festivities, 
guests can explore the origins of 
classic traditions such as nutcrack-
ers and gingerbread, along with 

a remarkable miniature nativity 
scene featuring over 600 pieces. 
The Richardson House will show-
case Italian Christmas customs. 
There will also be plenty of op-
portunities for holiday shopping at 
the Miner Grant Store and the Ox 
& Yoke Mercantile.

“This event has become a tra-
dition for so many guests year 
after year, and many families look 
forward to it as the highlight of 
their holiday season,” continued 
Simmons. “We invite everyone to 
experience the joy of the season, 
relish in classic traditions, and 
create new memories with loved 
ones this winter at Christmas by 
Candlelight.”

Christmas by Candlelight is 
made possible by generous spon-
sors: Cornerstone Bank, Country 
Bank, G&F Precision Molding, 
and Southbridge Credit Union. 
For more information on tickets 
and full event details, visit the Old 
Sturbridge Village website, www.
osv.org.

District Attorney Partners with Autism Resource Center 
to Expand Adaptive Swim Class Offerings
for Neurodivergent Children
Worcester County District Attor-

ney Joseph D. Early, Jr. recently 
partnered with the Autism 

Resource Center to help expand adap-
tive swim program offerings to more 
families of neurodivergent children 
across Worcester County.

The classes include basic swim 
skills, as well as water safety train-
ing. They also include a home safety 
workshop for parents/caregivers to 
provide information and resources to 
protect against elopement. 

“We know that children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder are 160 
times more likely to drown than 
their peers without adequate water 
safety instruction,” said Mr. Early. 
“We want to prevent such tragedies. 
These swim classes will help children 
be safe, help give parents some peace 
of mind, and also allow children to 

have fun in an environment adapted 
to their needs.”

The Autism Resource Center first 
began setting up the Adaptive Swim 
Program last year with the support 
of the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for 
Autism.

“The Swim and Safety Program is 
truly about prevention and acces-
sibility. Our goal is to provide swim 
lessons to as many children and 
young adults with autism as pos-
sible,” said Kristen Cariglia, Director 
of the Autism Resource Center. 

“By training more Water Safety 
Instructors across our region to 
increase the number of adaptive 
lessons and funding for participants, 
children are able participate in these 
potentially lifesaving lessons in close 
to home. We are beyond thrilled to 
be partnering with the Worcester 

County District Attorney’s office. 
With their support, we are able 
to make these lessons accessible 
to double the number of children 
and train more swim instructors 
to provide them.” 

Through the funding provided 
by the District Attorney’s Office, 
the program has been training 
additional instructors and ex-
panding to new locations across 
Worcester County. Classes are cur-
rently offered at Worcester Fitness, 
the Worcester JCC, British Swim 
School of Milford and Orchard Hill 
Athletic Club in Lancaster. There are 
plans to add additional classes soon. 

“Providing water safety skills to 
the community is at the forefront of 
preventing drowning incidents,” said 
Janine LaPrade, the adaptive swim 
class instructor at Worcester Fitness. 

“Many times, accessibility is a sub-
stantial roadblock to acquiring these 
survival techniques. The partnership 
created by the District Attorney’s 
office, the Autism Resource center, 
and swim academy sites of Worcester 
County will increase the number 
of trained instructors, the number 
of sites providing lessons, as well as 
an increase in families served all in 
hopes of reducing the tragic acci-

dents that can occur, especially 
within this population.”

The District Attorney’s office 
provided $10,000 to help cover 
the cost of swimming fees and 
additional staff training needed 
to expand the adaptive swim pro-
gram. The prevention program 
money was funded through the 
office’s Drug Forfeiture Com-
munity Reinvestment Program, 

which uses money seized from drug 
crimes to provide funds for commu-
nity initiatives in Worcester County as 
a crime prevention and intervention 
tool.

These swim classes are open to the 
entire community and registration 
is free. Contact the Autism Resource 
Center at www.autismresourcecen-
tral.org/swim for additional informa-
tion and registration.
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Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com • Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction
• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins • lawn Care

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs • MulCh

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

72 East Main St., Webster
508-949-6232 

SpecialDeals
Raffles & and 

Refreshments
10 am-5 pm

Books • Coffee • GiftsBooks • Coffee • Gifts

See website for extended 
holiday hours

 www.bookloversgourmet.com Shop online: bookshop.org/shop/bookloversgourmet

Meet CT Author Thom Ring
1-3 pm 

“The Red Racecar Series”

Gary Brogna
Owner / Technician

MA & CT State Certified
Fully Licensed and Insured

508-248-1800
email: pestbdead@yahoo.com

108 Main Street
Webster, MA 01570

Your Local 
Commercial & Residential

Pest Control Experts!

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off
ANY
JOB
(one per 

household)

10% 
DISCOUNT

SENIORS
VETERANS
HANDICAP

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel to our product


5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Burner Service

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North 
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

Join the Very Merry Dickens Carolers 
at the Samuel Slater Experience Dec. 8
The Very Merry Dickens Carol-

ers will bring the music of the 
holiday season to the Samuel 

Slater Experience museum on Sun-
day, December 8, at 5 p.m. 

A professional group of a cap-

pella singers, the Very Merry 
Dickens Carolers look the part in 
period costumes. Their repertoire 

of 4-part harmony features a vari-
ety of styles, including traditional, 
swing, and jazz.

Holiday refreshments are includ-
ed in the price of admission.

Tickets can be purchased online 
at https://samuelslaterexperience.
org, by phone at 508-461-2911, 
or at the box office during regular 
open hours. Admission is $10 for 
adults and $5 for children 12 and 
under.

Come spent a little time indulg-
ing in the holiday spirit on Web-
ster’s recreated “Main Street” at the 
Samuel Slater Experience museum, 
31 Ray Street, Webster. 

This event is sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council as 
part of its festival grant program.

About Samuel Slater Experience
Samuel Slater Experience 

opened in 2022 to tell the story of 
Samuel Slater, the beginnings of 
the American Industrial Revolu-
tion, and Slater’s impact on mill 
towns such as Webster, Massachu-
setts. The museum uses advanced 

digital technology with immersive 
video and interactive exhibits to 
recreate two time periods: the early 
1800s and the early 1900s. For 
more information and tickets, visit 
www.samuelslaterexperience.org.

Oxford Middle School recognizes students each month who exemplify our “Be the 3;” highlighting  goals 
of Respect, Responsibility, and Safety as well as showing that attendance matters, displaying citizenship, 
and showing growth in a variety of ways. This month, OMS celebrates Declan Sharry, Brooke O’Connor, 
Megan Riley, Grant Corriveau, Matthew Martellotta, and Timothy Hall-Cook as our October Students of 
the Month. 

OMS Students of the Month
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SPORTS

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

Running To Be Free
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Having an older brother who 
was running cross country, 
Cameron Davis’s parents 

thought that it would be a good 
idea for their twin daughters to 
follow in Nathan’s footsteps.

 “It was around fifth grade 
when my parents decided that my 
sister Abigail and I should also 
run cross country,” Davis said. 
“And although Abigail no longer 
runs, I not only found that I 
enjoyed it, but I felt free and open 
while running.”

The now Oxford High School 
sophomore noted that running 
cross country clicked with her 
rather easily and gave her a good 
feeling and allowed her to push 
herself out on the course.

“Running cross country for the 

middle school was a welcoming 
experience without much stress,” 
she said. “As a beginner it was an 
eye opener showing me what I 
could become.”

Upon entering high school 
Davis found herself still playing 
soccer and had to decide what 
she wanted to do during the fall 
season. The decision wasn’t all 
that tough, Davis knew that she 
loved running and it was an easy 
decision for her; cross country 
would trump soccer.

Getting ready to take part in 
her first high school cross-coun-
try race she found herself very 
nervous and not knowing how 
things were going to turn out.

“What if I couldn’t compete 
with the older girls,” she thought. 
“That first race I found myself 
more excited than nervous and I 
believe that I finished third and 

by placing that high against two 
bigger schools gave me the con-
fidence that I had made the right 
decision.”

By finishing in the top tier 
of girls, the first-time runner 
realized that she could compete 
with the other girls and that she 
had the ability to push herself 
even harder to be a better run-
ner. When she lines up to begin 
a race, she gets into the mindset 

that she is going to give her best 
effort and try to catch the girls in 
front of her on the course.

“She began running for us as 
an eighth grader. She ran the 
5K with a time a little over 20 
minutes,” Oxford coach Tim 
Craig said. “She has improved a 
lot since that first year and as a 
freshman had a time under 19 
minutes with her best time being 
18:20. She also finished third in 

the State Division 3 Cross-Coun-
try Race that year.” 
Craig went on to say that Davis 
put forth a huge commitment 
prior to this year getting under-
way. The sophomore wanted a 
special training program, some-
thing day to day that was based 
on her strength and allowed her 
to improve her endurance. When 
the season got underway, Craig 
could see that she was more than 
ready to take on the year.

Davis would go onto win the 
Twilight Invitational in Falmouth 
with a time of 17:53, her best 
time to date and one that could 
have been much better if not for 
the cart on the course slowing 
her down.

“On the last lap while ap-
proaching the barn I ran into the 
cart, which stopped me in my 
tracks. Once you stop it’s hard to 
get going again,” she said. “It was 
disappointing, but not frustrat-
ing. It just showed me to pay 
more attention and allowed me to 
realize that I could go faster.”

Coming into this season Davis 
wanted to get her time under 18 
minutes, which she has already 
accomplished and in addition to 
getting back to the State Tourna-
ment, a place she has already 
been twice. As an eighth grader 
she finished in 7th place and last 
year she crossed the line third. 

“I know that if I am to be-
come better I need to get off to a 
quicker start and not slow down 
during the second mile. I need 
to stay consistent,” Davis said. “If 
I can get off to that fast start, I 
don’t want to slow down and al-
low the other girls to stay on my 
back. I want to push the pace.”

According to her coach, he 
doesn’t set goals for his runners, 
he allows them to set the bar to 
their desired height.

“She loves running and that is 
her true activity,” Criag said. “I 
can only give her advice on how 
to succeed, but she is one that is 
willing to put in the work to get 
better.”

Davis also runs the mile and 
2-mile for the outdoor track team 
and would love to continue run-
ning once she leaves high school, 
but that is still 2 ½ years away. 

“It’s still too early for me to 
think about college,” she said. 
“Next year I’ll start reaching out 
to coaches of schools that fit my 
agenda. Academics would come 
first, but if there is a possibility to 
also run that would be great.’

Full Service
Tree Removal Company
FAST FREE ESTIMATESFAST FREE ESTIMATES
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals • Pruning
Stump Grinding • Cabling
Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 •• sales@templemantree.com
templemantree.com

Serving the Community since 1980

CONTACT US TODAY!CONTACT US TODAY!
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TALES FROM BEYOND  tomdagostino.com

Assonet Ledge and the Phantom Fires
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

Within the Freetown/Fall 
River State Forest, many 
strange occurrences related 

to King Philip’s War and the Wam-
panoag people that once called 
the area home can be witnessed. 
The forest covers over 5,000 acres 
within the city of Fall River, the 
town of Lakeville and one-third 
of Freetown. The publicly-owned 
preserve has over fifty miles of 
unpaved roads and trails. The 
forest is also home to a 227-acre 
Wampanoag reservation. Author 
and historian Christopher Balzano 
has written extensively on the area 
called the Bridgewater Triangle 
and the Freetown Forest which lies 
within the triangle.

   What can be seen on occasion 
in different areas of the woods are 
what witnesses call phantom fires. 
When the beholder of the phe-
nomenon investigates, they find 
that the fires give off no sound, 
smoke or heat. The glow of the fire 
is contained to a small area above 
the ghostly flame. As soon as they 
appear, they vanish, leaving no 
trace of a blaze in the spot. In some 

cases, the woods are so thick or 
difficult to navigate that it would be 
improbable or senseless to set up a 
camp in the particular spot where 
the fire is seen.

   Many believe the phantom 
fires are a residual haunt, a mo-
ment in time recorded long ago 
and replaying when the conditions 
are right. The fires are replays of 
the past when Indigenous people 
camped on the land. They tend to 
appear randomly within the forest, 
giving the illusion that someone or 
something has set up camp for the 
night.

   One of the most haunted 
places within the Freetown State 
Forest is a rocky outcropping called 
Assonet Ledge. The cliff one sees 
today was mostly formed by the 
Fall River Granite Company in 
the 1800s. For years, local youths 
have used it as a gathering place 
for parties. Not so for the Wampa-
noags, who shunned it due to the 
negative energy surrounding the 
precipice. It is not recorded how 
much of a ledge or rocky outcrop-
ping existed before the company 
began quarrying, but there had 
to have been some sort of cliff for 

them to discover and commence 
digging the granite from the earth. 
The presence of an existing ledge 
of some sort gives credence to the 
Wampanoags relating the fear of 
a ledge before the company began 
taking the granite from the area.

   Shadow people are often seen 
in the surrounding forest. Reports 
of hideous-looking creatures flit-
ting among the trees and brush 
have scared many a visitor to the 
preserve. Some people who climb 
to the top of the Assonet Ledge 
report a very heavy feeling of sad-
ness suddenly overcoming them. 
The feeling becomes so intense that 
they are compelled to leap off the 
edge to their possible demise.

   Several people have died from 
falling over the ledge or drowned 
in the waters below. Some who 
have taken the plunge claim they 
were pushed by an unseen force—
which may be a mystical creature 
called a Pukwudgie, known to 
entrance people to the top of the 
cliff before pushing them over. 
Pukwudgies are small creatures of 
Indigenous lore. They can appear 
and disappear at will. They reside 
predominantly within the area 

called the Bridgewater Triangle, 
where they remain mostly unseen. 
Many people in the region of the 
triangle, either residing there or 
visiting, have witnessed Pukwudg-
ies roaming about. They are said to 
be very dangerous. When seen, do 
not approach or attempt to com-
municate with them, as they will 
surely lure you to your death.

   One of the main theories 
about why the ledge may hold such 
negativity dates to King Philip’s 
War. Many of the Natives, knowing 
that capture by the English meant 
torture, dishonorable death or be-
ing sold into slavery, chose to climb 
to the top of the ledge and jump 

off rather than face the indignity of 
surrender.

   To this day, visitors roaming 
the area of the ledge hear what 
sounds like war whoops and see 
the ghosts of warriors moving 
about the trees and rocks of the 
ledge. The area where the state 
forest sits is obviously magical, 
whether it be positive or nega-
tive energies permeating the land. 
Legends, haunts and strange tales 
abound in the forest. It is obvious 
the Indigenous people were aware 
of the unworldly powers the woods 
held—and still do.
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$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$26999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.

INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

SLEDS • TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES • TUBES

TOY
CLEARANCE!

50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 
SNOW IS COMING...
BE READY!

SNOWBLOWERS
SALE!

140 MAIN STREET, SPENCER, MA  •  508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

STORE HOURS:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm  •  Sat: 9am-8pm  •  Sun: 10pm-7pm

INSTANT
FINANCING
UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Snowblower & Generator Repair

 Tractor Service • Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  
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GET NOTICED!
Contact Christine at 508-769-8432 or by email at 

chrishodecker@theyankeexpress.com to advertise today!

LIVING WITH LUKE  amyleclaire@hotmail.com

Luke Has a Relaxing Spa Day  

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

We weren’t necessarily look-
ing for a new groomer. But 
sometimes the best things 

happen when you’re not looking.
“I think I know that dog.” The 

owner of a pet grooming service 
not far from my home noticed 
Luke behind the front desk at the 
local gym where I teach.  A hectic 
morning (with no one available to 
watch our most loyal family mem-
ber) inspired the decision to take 
Luke along to my Tuesday morning 
Zumba class.   

“How do you manage to bring 
your dog to work?” I’ve been asked. 
“I grab his leash and go,” I’ve said. 
I’m someone who concentrates on 
all that can go right, versus all that 
could go wrong. On that Tuesday 
morning, the odds were stacked in 
my favor. Coloring outside of the 
lines proved worthwhile.  

“My ancestors may be from 
Scotland, but I swear I’m part 
Latino. These rhythms are in my 
bones.” A leashed Luke laid down 
comfortably, head over paws, while 
my Zumba students danced in the 
group fitness room.  I winked over 
at him every now as though to say, 
“thank you for being patient,” and 
he broke into smile. “Do the Ricky 
Martin song, Momma.” Dogs know 
who we are and love us uncondi-
tionally. Little did Luke know that 
he was about to meet  a person 
from his past.

“Luke? You’re at Zumba?” the 
groomer asked.

“Hey! What’s going on?” Luke 
wiggled and whimpered while 
he pretended to work behind the 
front desk. Dog Groomer and 
Happy Client reunited while I 
learned about the dog grooming 
salon located close to my gym. My 
mind connected convenient dots. 
I could drop Luke off, teach class, 
then come pick him up afterwards! 
This new dog groomer would be 
extremely compatible with my 
schedule! 

I wanted to acclimate Luke 
to the new place before his first 
Drop Off, so stopped in after class. 
“Look! A dog bed and stuffed 
animals!” Luke found the break 
room. “There are even pillows on 
the couch, just like at home!” Gone 
were the quivers of the past as he 
stepped into a dog-scented salon 
and buried his face in my lap. “I 
don’t want to go.” 

Still, had Luke grown a bit too 
comfortable with the cozy climate 
of this particular pet parlor? He 
hopped up on the shaggy pink 
couch designed, perhaps, for a 
freshly groomed poodle. 

“Be easy, Luke,” I commanded 
while he exposed a more confident 
side, thrashing a pillow back and 
forth.

The friendly groomer whose 

canine expertise dates back nearly 
25 years, took Luke’s behavior in 
stride. “Do you want to see the 
grooming studio?” Luke stared up 
at his friend, a decorative pillow 
stuffed in his mouth. “I thought 
you’d never ask!” 

The prospective client sniffed 
around the floor, smiled and as-
sumed his signature move, putting 
on the brakes when something felt 
wrong. “Your shop meets my stan-
dards, but I don’t want anything 
to do with that high table. I have a 
height trauma, triggered by a time 
when my parents, though well 
intentioned, allowed me to jump 
off the deck stairs. I wasn’t develop-
mentally ready.” 

Thankfully the groomer, who 
reportedly has been “bit, peed on, 
barked at and pooped on,” comes 

to the grooming table with several 
years of experience. She studied 
Animal Science at Becker College, 
worked at Tufts University and, 
more recently, has spent time in 
the brush, bathe, shampoo, cut and 
nail trimming trenches.

 Luke, a happy client, thoroughly 
enjoyed his spa day experience, 
which included a blueberry bath, 
a traditional Golden Cut, special-
ized attention, and the Autumn 
patterned scarf which barely fit 
around his big head. 

My two-year-old Golden 
received an excellent report from 
his groomer. “Luke was a chill dog 
who goes with flow,” she said. “He’s 
very smart. He has a stubborn side, 
but he knows that haircuts and 
baths are part of life.”

What does Luke have to say 
about the diva treatment?

“It feels like home. And I highly 
recommend the shaggy sofa.”   

Write to Amy
amyleclaire@hotmail.com 

Visit Luke @IG
livingwithlukevalentino 

Luke experiences Shear Love with his groomer, Rachel Nieminen
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Mark Marzeotti
REALTOR®

Marzeotti Group
Mark.Marzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(617) 519-1871
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

 
945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 
please the Heart of God.              Believer

Planning to Sell Your House in 
2025? Start Prepping Now
If your goal is to sell your house 

in 2025, now’s the time to start 
prepping. Even though it might 

seem like there’s plenty of time 
between now and the new year, 
you should get a head start on any 

updates 
or repairs 
you want 
to make 
now. 
Now is 
the time 
to start 
thinking 
about 
what you 
need for 
your next 
home and 

then taking those steps to prepare 
to list. Survey data exists that says 
47 percent of sellers are taking 
longer than a month to get their 
home ready to sell, so starting that 
process early can mean more flex-
ibility. By starting your prep work 
early, you’ll give yourself plenty 
of time to get your house market-
ready by the end of the year. But be 
sure to partner with a great agent 
before you get started, so you have 
expert insight into what repairs 
are worth it based on your local 
market.

Starting early is key: To get 
the best price and sell quickly, it’s 
important that your home looks its 

best. That means it’s up to you to 
make the necessary repairs, declut-
ter, and even consider updates 
that could add value as part of 
getting your house ready to list. By 
starting now, you can tackle things 
one task at a time. Whether it’s 
fixing that leaky faucet, refreshing 
your landscaping, or painting a 
room, getting an early start gives 
you the flexibility to do the job 
right and with as little stress as 
possible. Because, if you wait to 
knock items off your list later on, 
they could quickly stack up and 
get overwhelming. There are some 
important repairs to make before 
selling a house, so don’t be in too 
much of a hurry to get your home 
listed, if you move too fast, buyers 
see right through the fact that you 
skipped important home renova-
tions. This might end up costing 
you time and money.

What should you focus on: 
Feeling motivated to start chipping 
away at that to-do list, but not sure 
where to start? Marzeotti Group is 
trained to identify home inspector 
items so these can be done before 
they are called out after you are 
under agreement. They range in 
order from: paint, improve the 
kitchen, bath, landscaping, worn 
carpet or flooring, touch-up paint 
outside, replace non-working ap-
pliances to name a few.  While that 
data gives you a starting point, it 

shouldn’t be seen as a comprehen-
sive list. What buyers want in your 
area may be different, and only a 
local agent will have this in-depth 
understanding. For example, if 
homes in your area are selling 
quickly with updated kitchens, 
your agent might suggest focusing 
on minor kitchen improvements 
rather than spending money on 
other areas that won’t offer as 
much return. They’ll also help you 
figure out if tackling larger proj-
ects, such as replacing your roof 
or upgrading your HVAC system, 
is worth it based on other recently 
sold homes. 

It’s not just big-ticket items that 
can have an impact. Your agent 
will also speak to some of the 
smaller details – like cleaning up 
your yard, adding fresh mulch, or 
painting your front door to make 
a real difference in how buyers 
feel about your home. This type of 
expert eye is crucial to help your 
house sell fast and for top dollar.

Thinking of selling your house 
next year? Don’t wait until the last 
minute to get it ready. By getting 
a head start now, you can ensure 
everything is in place by the time 
the new year rolls around. Call 
The Marzeotti Group for a free 
consultation today or your trusted 
Realtor.

Affordable Housing Opportunity
1 Ridge Rd., Auburn, MA 01501

Brand New Construction of one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom apartments featuring 
modern appliances, washer and dryer in 

unit, and walk-in closets.

Program description: 324 Apartments 
w/82 Affordable Units

Resident income for affordable units are 
restricted to 80% of the area median income. 

Non-Smoking community

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving 
housing assistance such as Section 8 or MRVP.

Eligibility Requirements: 
•Must meet all income and background eligibility requirements 
under the Tenant Selection Plan approved by EOHLC. 
•Minimum 1 person per BR

If interested, please contact our 
office at 774-220-6334 or at 

topograph@wingatecompanies.com

Maximum Income per Person/People Household Size

1 person 2 people 3 people 4 people 5 people 6 people

65 Southbridge Street
Auburn, MA 01501
774-230-3500 • 508-943-6960
sandigrzyb@aol.com

bankHometown promotes 
Zaleski to senior assistant 
branch manager

 

bankHometown recently 
promoted Laurie Zaleski 
to senior assistant branch 

manager of its 569 Southbridge St., 
Auburn office.

Zaleski, of Charlton, was previ-
ously assistant branch manager in 
Auburn. She has nearly 35 years of 
banking experience and has earned 
certificates from numerous bank-
ing courses and seminars.

                
About bankHometown:
 Founded in 1889, bankHome-

town is headquartered in Oxford, 
Massachusetts. We have $1.4 bil-
lion in assets and offer a complete 
line of consumer and business 
deposit and lending products 
and services through 16 branches 
located throughout Central Mas-
sachusetts and northeast Con-
necticut. We’re proud to fulfill our 

community banking mission—
providing individualized financial 
support, a suite of comprehensive 
products and services, and smart 
banking technology—all to ensure 
our customers can unlock their 
potential and build a successful 
future.

 Through our sponsorship and 
charitable giving program, The 
Giving Tree, bankHometown and 
the Hometown Bank Community 
Foundation support non-profit or-
ganizations and causes throughout 
Worcester and Windham Coun-
ties. In 2023 alone, The Giving Tree 
donated nearly $400,000 and over 
the last decade has donated more 
than $2.7 million. bankHometown 
is proud to be named a Corporate 
Citizenship Award winner by Bos-
ton Business Journal for the past 
five years. For more information, 
visit bankhometown.com.
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THE CAR DOCTOR  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR
continued on page 13 

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

PProfessional Car Cleaning rofessional Car Cleaning 
Motorcycles & BoatsMotorcycles & Boats

218 Worcester St., 218 Worcester St., N. GraftonN. Grafton
774-272-0815774-272-0815

www.catacchioautodetail.comwww.catacchioautodetail.com

Prep Now... Winter is Coming!!Prep Now... Winter is Coming!!
Over 

40 years in
business

Come in Now!Come in Now!
•Hand Wax  •Ceramic Coating•Hand Wax  •Ceramic Coating
•Gift Certificates for the Holidays!•Gift Certificates for the Holidays!

8 EAST MAIN ST., WEBSTER, MA  • 508-736-9482 • anythingautowebster.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

SHOCKS & STRUTS
EXHAUST SYSTEMS

SUSPENSIONS
ENGINE REPAIR

KNOCKS & NOISES

AFTER MARKET
HEATING/COOLING

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

OIL CHANGES

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

Same Day ServiceSame Day Service
on most repairson most repairs

“Come Ye To Our Establishment To Giveth Thanks To All“Come Ye To Our Establishment To Giveth Thanks To All!!””

U-KNIGHTED

Mobile Car Inspection Service – How Easy is That?
Q. Have you ever considered 

a mobile car inspection 
service? This would be a 

great service for consumers that 
are thinking of buying a used car. A. For my first 20 years 

at AAA I ran the AAA 
Diagnostic Center (just 

inspections, no repairs), and 
we inspected used cars every 
day. When we discontinued the 
service, I considered a mobile 
diagnostic company as a part 
time venture. I had the diagnos-
tic equipment, hand tools, jacks, 
ramps etc. I had even lined up a 
former post office van as my mo-
bile office. Once I looked at the 
overall expenses (insurance was 
staggering) and the importance 
of a work-life balance, I decided 
to leave it to someone else. 

Q. An odd thing happened 
yesterday with my 2019 
Hyundai Santa Fe. It has 

about 34,000 miles on it and is 
well maintained.  I was driving 
home, which was 39 miles away.  
I was getting three quick beeps 
which happened about 4 times 
during that trip.  It wasn’t lane 
departure which sounds differ-
ent.  No indicator light came on.  
The car seemed to run fine so I’m 
not sure what this could be.  Any 
ideas?  

A. Intermittent problems are 
always the hardest to di-
agnose. It is possible one 

of the sensors was blocked. This 
could happen if you were driving 
in a heavy downpour. The other 
possibility is one of the doors or 
liftgate wasn’t completely closed. 
At this point I would wait and see 
if the beeping repeats itself. If it 
does try to log when it did it and 
if there was anything odd, such 
as weather, rear seat occupants 
or cargo in the hatch area. Any 
notes you can make will help the 
technician find a solution. 

Q. My beloved 1997 Maxima 
GLE recently succumbed 
to rust and had to be per-

manently retired. After searching 
for years for a car I liked more 
than ‘Maxi’, I found that I really 
enjoyed the new 2025 Camry SE - 
so I bought one three weeks ago. 
It puts a smile on my face every 
time I drive it, so I was a bit sur-
prised by your quick review today 
of the new Camry which left you 
unimpressed. My question is: 
Did you drive the SE or the LE? 
Someone I know recently rented 
a new Camry LE and was also 
not as impressed as I am with the 
SE.  Perhaps it may well be that 
any new car made in this century 
would be a major change for me 
or could there be a big difference 
between the LE and the SE driv-
ing experience?  One more quick 
question- I have always used and 
trusted Michelin tires after a bad 
experience with Dunlop tires. My 
new car has fancy Bridgestone 
tires. Are they considered as reli-
able as Michelins?

A. The Toyota Camry that 
I drove was I believe a 
LE, I found it to be a fine 

car, not exciting but solid. The 
hybrid option 
and improved 
fuel economy 
make it a 
winner. The 
Camry in al-
most any year 
and version 
is a great car, 
not exciting 
but well-
crafted and 
comfortable. 
Add in the suite of standard 
safety features in the 2025 model 
year make makes it easy to rec-
ommend. Still to me if the Camry 
were ice cream it would be 
vanilla, maybe French vanilla and 
your Maxima would be Rocky 
Road. As for the Bridgestone 
tires. I think they rival Michelin 
in some areas and perhaps sur-
pass Michelin with their run-flat 
tires. 

Q. My wife has a 2017 Chev-
rolet Traverse with ap-
proximately 95,000 miles. 

We have had continuing issues 
with the traction control light 
coming on as well as the message 
to service Stabilitrak. When that 
happened, the car has gone into 
limp mode. We then pull over, 
turn it off and wait a few min-
utes and it is fine until the next 
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING  dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

Photos to pull from Marketing Hub image library

2:1

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 23712593

As your needs evolve throughout your life, we’ll strive to 
provide the products, solutions and experiences to help you 
achieve what’s important to you.

Let’s start building the future today. 

Financial goals aren’t achieved overnight. 

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 12

FREELANCE 
WRITERS NEEDED! 

Do you have a talent for engaging 
writing that informs and inspires? 

We are looking for a local interested in 
telling stories important to the area. 

If so, Our Town Publishing wants you to 
join our team of dedicated journalists.

RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Research and write compelling news stories, features, and columns
• Cover local events, government meetings, and community happenings
• Conduct interviews and develop sources within the community
• Collaborate with editors and other writers to meet deadlines and ensure high-
quality content
• Adapt to digital and print formats, contributing to our online presence

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Proven writing experience, preferably in journalism or related field
• Strong research, interviewing, and storytelling skills
• Ability to meet tight deadlines and manage multiple assignments
• Excellent grammar, punctuation, and attention to detail
• Familiarity with AP style is a plus
• Ability to work independently and as part of a team
• Knowledge of the local area is highly desirable

If interested, please submit writing 
samples to proy@yankeeshopper.net

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

time.  We’ve brought it to several 
mechanics who have: Advised 
that we needed new tires (which 
we did); needed a new battery 
(which we did); throttle body 
needed cleaning (done); trans-

mission fluid was low and that 
was causing the slip that activates 
traction control. (Done) All of 
these generally result is short 
term fixes. Any suggestions? 

A. The issue may be a poor 
connection at one of the 
ABS brake/wheel sensors 

or modules. The issue is that any 
code clears itself after about 40 

restarts. To properly diagnose the 
issue, you need to get into a shop 
that can scan all the modules as 
soon as possible after the light 
comes on. Some other possi-
bilities are the accelerator pedal 
sensor or brake pedal position 
sensor. 

What will rate cuts mean for you?
For the first time in four years, 

the Federal Reserve has cut 
short-term interest rates. The 

Fed has indicated that this cut 
may be followed by several others 
in the months ahead. What will 
these lower rates mean to you as 

a consumer 
and an 
investor?

 Let’s first 
look at the 
potential im-
pact on your 
purchasing 
abilities. 
Generally 
speaking, 
rate cuts 

should be good news for consum-
ers who need to borrow — which 
basically includes all of us. Keep 
in mind, though, that a lowering 
of interest rates will affect some 
types of loans and debt faster 
than others. For example, you 
might start seeing lower rates on 
car loans more quickly than you 
will on credit cards. And since 
credit card rates are already quite 
high, they’ll likely remain so even 
after the Fed’s actions. Still, any 
decline will be welcome, and your 
best bet will be to shop around 
for a card that offers the most 
favorable rates, along with other 
features, such as a good rewards 
program.

 If you’re looking to buy a 

home or refinance an existing 
one, you should also benefit from 
lower interest rates. One big 
problem, of course, is that hous-
ing prices are likely to remain 
high for the foreseeable future 
because of the shortage of homes 
on the market. Nonetheless, if 
you took out a mortgage for a 
higher rate in the past few years, 
you may be able to save some 
money by refinancing, though 
you’ll have to weigh all the fac-
tors involved, such as closing 
costs. Other types of housing-
related loans, such as home 
equity loans and adjustable-rate 
mortgages, are closely tied to 
market interest rates, so you may 
see some movement in these 
areas before long.

 Now, let’s turn to what lower 
rates might mean to you as an 
investor. Lower interest rates 
typically are good for the stock 
market. One reason for this is 
because it’s cheaper for business-
es to borrow money to expand 
their operations, which ideally 
will lead to greater profitability, 
and corporate profits are still a 
key driver of stock prices. But 
the picture isn’t quite that simple 
because not all market sectors 
benefit equally from lower inter-
est rates. 

 Lower rates may also help you 
if you own bonds. You may see 
their value increase as interest 

rates fall because other investors 
will be willing to pay more for 
your bonds and earn the higher 
rate they offer. Long-term bonds 
in particular often benefit the 
most from falling rates because 
they lock in higher yields over 
time. On the other hand, some 
savings vehicles, such as certifi-
cates of deposit (CDs), may be-
come less attractive as they follow 
the Federal Reserve’s lead and 
begin paying lower interest rates. 
But if you have longer-term CDs, 
your higher rates will continue 
until your CDs mature.

 In any case, as we enter a 
lower-interest-rate environment, 
you might consider reviewing 
your investment portfolio to 
determine what, if any, changes 
you may want to make. But you’ll 
always want your investment mix 
to reflect your goals, risk toler-
ance and time horizon — and 
that’s true no matter what’s hap-
pening with interest rates.

 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or den-
nis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.
com.  Edward Jones Member SIPC
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Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for 
publication. Email your calendar or event 
notice to news@theyankeexpress.com. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
• Our Lady of the Valley Regional School 
hosts its 40th Annual Holiday Fair from 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at 74 Mendon Street, 
Uxbridge  (behind St. Mary’s Church).
The OLV Holiday Fair, run through the 
Parents Guild, is one of the school’s largest 
fundraisers of the year with funds going to 
support Catholic education and activities 
for over 230 students in the region. The 
Fair includes something for attendees of 
all ages, including over two dozen local 
vendors selling unique gifts just in time for 
the holidays.  
Kids will have a great time participating in 
various activities, including a video game 
truck, bounce house, kids’ crafts, inflatable 
ax throwing, a special kid’s raffle table, a 
scavenger hunt, and much more. Santa 
will also be dropping in for free pictures.
The Fair will also offer a variety of freshly 
made meals and baked goods. Pancakes 
will be served from 9-10 AM. Lunch options 
include a choice of a chicken parm sub, 
meatball sub, hot dog, or pizza, with fries 
also available. Snack options include fresh 
popcorn, soft pretzels, or chips. Addition-
ally, there will be a wide selection of fresh 
cookies and baked goods available.The 
Fair offers multiple opportunities to win 
great prizes. In addition to the kids’ raffle, 
participants can try their luck at the grand 
raffle, super raffle, and basket raffles, which 
feature over 50 unique baskets.
• A meet & greet with local author R. F. 
Mineo, will take place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 23rd, 1-3 p.m. At Booklovers' Gourmet, 
located at 72 East Main St., Webster. He will 
discuss and sign copies of his two suspense 
novels Fatal Conspiracies and Cargill Falls: 
The Mill Conspiracy. The event is free and 
open to the public. Signed copies will be 

available for purchase. For more informa-
tion call 508-949-6232 or visit rfmineo.
com.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25
• From 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. the Uxbridge 
Senior Center holds its annual Thanksgiving 
meal distribution for Uxbridge residents. At 
your request, the lunch can be delivered to 
your home or if you prefer, you can drive by 
the Senior Center to pick it up.  The menu 
includes hot, sliced, turkey with gravy 
dinner with mashed potatoes, stuffing, veg-
etable and a roll, and cranberry sauce on 
the side along with a personal sized Table 
Talk Pie for dessert.  The lunch is free and 
open to all seniors and the disabled.  Please 
call the Center if you would like lunch or if 
you would like to donate. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30
• Holiday Lighting Celebration on the 
Douglas Common from 6-7 p.m. Carols by 
the Very Merry Dicken Carolers and photos 
with Santa or reindeer.
• Small Business Saturday Alpaca Farm 
Tours and Vendor Fair - Angel Hair Alpacas, 
66 Wesson St., North Grafton. Join us for 
our annual Small Business Saturday event 
and come meet our friendly alpacas from 
10am – 3pm!  We will have tours of the 
farm through the day and we love to talk 
everything alpaca!  Learn about these 
magnificent and beneficial animals.  We 
will also have several local vendors selling 
amazing local products so shop local and 
relax while finding that special holiday gift.  
Our farm store will be open for the most 
comfortable cold weather accessories you 
have ever worn and very special gifts!  Free 
cookies and cider for visitors.  No outside 
pets please. Our property is hilly and may 
not be accessible for everyone.  We can 
accommodate a front yard alpaca visit on 
request. Parking is at the Willard House and 
Clock Museum which will also be open for 
tours with admission. www.angelhairal-

pacas.com
• Come join us at the Community Cat 
Connection on Saturday, November 30 
th  for Shop Small Business “Caturday” from 
10:00 to 2:00. Our elves (volunteers) have 
been busy, lovingly creating and donating 
unique craft items, purr-fect gifts for all of 
the cat lovers on your Christmas gift list. 
All proceeds will go towards caring for 
our kitty shelter residents.  There will be 
a drop-off bin if you’d like to bring in kitty 
treats or toys for the cats.  So come shop, 
meet the cats, and enjoy a holiday treat and 
beverage!  The Community Cat Connection 
is located at 289 Thompson Rd, Webster.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
• The United Presbyterian Church of 
Whitinsville invites everyone (kids and 
adults) to our annual Cookies and Carols 
event to be held on Sunday, December 1, 
2024 at 4 PM in the church’s sanctuary (51 
Cottage Street in Whitinsville). We will kick 
off the Advent Season with the singing 
of Advent and Christmas Carols led by a 
guest organ player (William Cudmore) and 
pianist (Eileen Straub). William Cudmore 
has played for the Woo Sox. Eileen Straub 
is the church’s Minister of Music. We will 
have activities for the kids and the singing 
of seasonal songs. The event will be capped 
by the eating of cookies and the drink-
ing of punch. All are invited! For more 
information, please call the church office at 
508-234-8220.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
• A special viewing of the Blackstone Valley 
Festival of Trees will take place from 2- 4 
p.m. at the Great Hall at Northbridge Town 
Hall.  Our local Senior Centers, including 
Northbridge, Uxbridge, Douglas, Sutton, 
Mendon, and Upton are invited to this 

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 15 

 

Saturday, 
 December 7

10 am to 4 pm
Free trolleys and buses
will transport visitors 

over rolling countryside 
to participating 

locations throughout 
historic Sutton

Farms, unique specialty stores, church fairs, and area businesses welcome the holidays 
with musical entertainment, children’s activities, food, fun and craft vendors

Route information, 
maps, location

descriptions and 
brochures are 
available at

www.suttonlights.comwww.suttonlights.com

POLYVINYLPOLYVINYL

BUYINGBUYING
OLD TOYSOLD TOYS

                          

HIGHEST PRICES PAIDHIGHEST PRICES PAID
For Your Childhood

Toy Collections from
1980s  - 1990s1980s  - 1990s

STAR WARS, He-man,
Garbage Pail Kids, etc.

Please Call 860-933-5549

•Apples •Cider
•Specialty Sauces 
and Salsas

•Fruit Pies
•Honey
•Apple Dumplings
•Apple Sauce
•Jams/Preserves

HAWK HILL 
ORCHARDS

ORDER YOUR

83 Carleton Rd., Millbury, MA
508-865-4037

THANKSGIVING
Visit our

Americana
Country

Store

OPEN
WED. THRU SUN.

10AM TO 5PM

•Maple Syrup
•Dessert Breads
•Gifts
•Cider Donuts

PIES NOW!

STAND OUT
WITH OUR

UNIQUE
TEES!

Let us help you 
create the perfect look 

for all your apparel 
printing needs!

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....
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event.  During this exclusive preview, 
attendees will enjoy the melodies of local 
musicians. During the evening, we will be 
having our Preview Party, where those who 
have purchased tickets will enjoy a special 
time and celebrate and honor our donors 
and sponsors. Tickets for this event will are 
on sale now.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 & 7
The Southbridge Garden Club will hold its 
annual Holiday Greens Sale at the Ruth Well 
Center for the Arts at 111 Main Street (Rt. 
131) in Southbridge on Friday, December 
6, from noon to 5 pm, and on Saturday, 
December 7, from 9 am to noon. 
The sale will feature a variety of hand-
crafted items, including decorative wreaths, 
holiday centerpieces, door swags, and 
assorted decorations and greens. All items 
contain different types of live, fresh greens.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
• The 2024 Sutton Chain of Lights will Take 
Place this year from 10 am to 4 pm
Spend a day with your family and friends at 
the Town of Sutton’s Annual  Holiday Chain 
of Lights Event. Free trolleys and buses will 
transport visitors over rolling countryside to 
participating locations throughout historic 
Sutton.  Farms, unique specialty stores, 
church fairs, and area businesses welcome 
the holidays with musical entertainment, 
children’s activities, food, fun and Holiday 
characters.  Route  information, maps, 
location descriptions and brochures are 
available at www.suttonlights.com
• Christmas Tea at the First Congregational 
Church of Oxford - 9:30am-2pm. Luncheon 
begins at 10:30am. Assorted desserts and 
tea served all day. 
• State Senator Ryan Fattman's (R-Sutton) 
annual Breakfast with Santa at Waters 
Farm Preservation, Inc in Sutton. Free and 
open to the public, but seating is limited so 

reservations are required.
Doors open at 9am and breakfast will 
be served at 9:30am. Breakfast will be 
followed by holiday crafts, pictures with 
Santa, and wagon rides around the farm, 
weather permitting. To reserve your tickets 
for the formal breakfast, please visit https://
bit.ly/breakfastwithsantatickets. 
• Annual Christmas Bazaar, St. Joseph’s Par-
ish Center, 68 Central Street, Auburn. 9 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. Come and enjoy an old fashioned 
Christmas Bazaar and check out the Collect-
ibles, Attic Treasures, Jewelry, Plants, Knit 
Goods, Holiday Décor, Toys, Candy & Baked 
Items and so much more!  Take a chance on 
one of our many raffles.  There is something 
for everyone! Free Admission. Plenty of 
parking available.  Handicap accessible.
• On Saturday, December 7, the Blackstone 
Valley Festival of Trees will be open from 10 
a.m. – 7 p.m. for free to the public at the 
Great Hall at Northbridge Town Hall.  Along 
with the trees, there will be a scavenger 
hunt, prizes, and goodies for the children 
to enjoy. The Blackstone Valley Community 
Chorus will enchant audiences with a per-
formance followed by the delightful sounds 
of the Whitinsville Christian School Middle 
School Strings.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
• Breakfast with Santa at St. Denis Church 
Parish Hall, 23 Manchaug Road, Douglas. 
From 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. Adults $10, Children 
(6-12) $5. Enjoy Christmas movies and 
there’s a prize for best Ugly Sweater. 
Bring your phone or camera for photos! 
Santa will be in his workshop, not in the 
main hall with the breakfast diners. Each 
family will have the opportunity to meet 
Santa and pose for pictures in a quiet, 
comfortable space. Visit saintdenischurch.
com/santa
• The Very Merry Dickens Carolers will bring 
the music of the holiday season to the Sam-
uel Slater Experience museum at 5 p.m. A 
professional group of a cappella singers, the 
Very Merry Dickens Carolers look the part in 
period costumes. Their repertoire of 4-part 

harmony features a variety of styles, includ-
ing traditional, swing, and jazz. Holiday 
refreshments are included in the price of 
admission. Tickets can be purchased online 
at https://samuelslaterexperience.org, by 
phone at 508-461-2911, or at the box office 
during regular open hours. Admission is $10 
for adults and $5 for children 12 and under. 
Come spent a little time indulging in the 
holiday spirit on Webster’s recreated “Main 
Street” at the Samuel Slater Experience 
museum, 31 Ray Street, Webster. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
• Jingle Jaunt 5K, Sutton Town Common 
at 10:30 a.m. Registration: $22   Race 
Day Packet Pick Up 9:15-10 :15  Mail 
checks to: First Congregational Church, 
307 Boston Road, Sutton. No day-of 
registration. Sign up early, there may be 
a limit this year.  T-Shirts for registrations 
received by November 28 or race closure                                                                                                                                          
Refreshments available. Wear some bells! 
Sorry, no strollers, roller blades, bicycles, 
walkers, wheel chairs or pets.                                
Contact: 508-865-0198, howie189@veri-
zon.net, or fccs@suttonfirstchurch.net  
• The Douglas Winter Stroll will take place 
Saturday, December 14 from 4-7 p.m. 
with participation of organizations and 
businesses throughout Douglas. Do some 
holiday shopping, listen to carolers, explore 
the Museum and take part in special 
events and treats at the Library (special 
guest appearances, too!), visit the Orchard, 
get your trees and wreaths, grab an app 
or meal...best of all, take in the holiday 
lights on Main Street all the way up to the 
Common! For inquiries, please email Allyssa 
Gniadek allyssamanyak@gmail.com
• Cookies and Carols at 4 p.m. at the United 
Presbyterian Church of Whitinsville, in 
the church’s sanctuary, 51 Cottage Street, 

Whitinsville.  Everyone -kids and adults- is 
invited to this annual event. We will kick 
off the Advent Season with the singing 
of Advent and Christmas Carols led by a 
guest organ player William Cudmore and 
pianist Eileen Straub. William Cudmore 
has played for the Woo Sox. Eileen Straub 
is the church’s Minister of Music. We will 
have activities for the kids and the singing 
of seasonal songs. The event will be capped 
by the eating of cookies and the drinking of 
punch. All are invited!
• The Douglas Winter Stroll will take 
place from 4-7 p.m. with participation of 
organizations and businesses throughout 
Douglas. Do some holiday shopping, listen 
to carolers, explore the Museum and take 
part in special events and visit the Orchard, 
get your trees and wreaths, grab an app 
or meal...best of all, take in the holiday 
lights on Main Street all the way up to the 
Common!  The doors at the Simon Fairfield 
Public Library will be open! Come on in and 
meet Santa and Mrs. Claus. But before you 
have your picture taken, maybe first you 
can pen your Christmas wishes to Santa to 
drop in our special mailbox to the North 
Pole! You can also have your face painted, 
sponsored by LindseySarah Realty. Down in 
our Children’s Room, John Porcino will be 
providing “A Heck of a Way to Stay
Warm” mini-shows of music and storytell-
ing. And the Winter Stroll wouldn’t be 
complete without a craft project, some 
yummy snacks, hot cocoa and cider! 
• The Sutton Historical Society will 
participate in the second annual Manchaug 
Stroll, 9 Main Street, (valfa.com/event/
manchaug-stroll) from 4 pm – 8 pm, shar-
ing the history of Manchaug Village and the 
holiday customs of the French-Canadian 
immigrants who lived and worked in the 
Village. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
• Christmas Brass Concert: The Birch Alley 
Brass Ensemble will present a concert at 
Valley Chapel in Uxbridge on Friday, Decem-
ber 20th at 7:00PM. The brass ensemble,
directed by William Moffett, is made up 
of 35 student and professional musicians 
from area towns including Uxbridge, Upton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, Northbridge and Mil-
ford. This concert will feature Christmas
music from around the world and is free 
and open to the public. This will be the 
13 th annual performance. The concert is 
funded in part by the Milford, Hopedale, 
and Uxbridge Cultural Councils.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
• Celebrate the Winter Solstice with 
Christmas in New England, hosted by 
the Grass Roots Coffeehouse and the 
Rockdale Congregational Church, 42 Fowler 
Road, Northbridge. Karen Wilber, Amy 
Gallatin, Roger Williams, JD Williams, Dave 
Orlomoski, Krissy & Bob Dick will present a 
night of traditional, contemporary, original 
Christmas and Holiday/Seasonal songs.
Prior to the show, come have a bowl of soup 
or chili, and at intermission have dessert. 
Proceeds go to the Church. Also we'll have 
our Cookie Walk at intermission. Buy a box 
for $10 and fill it up with cookies baked by 
the congregation. Admission to the show 
is $15 at the door only. Doors will be open 
at 6:30. Seating is at a first come/first serve 
basis. Concert at 7:30.

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
• Coin Show at the VFW Post 1385. 13 Cross 
Road, Uxbridge. 3-7 p.m. Free Admission, 
Free Appraisals

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 14

THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Sunday Football Sunday Football 

Kitchen open 1-6  Kitchen open 1-6  
Speciality AppetizersSpeciality Appetizers

Every Friday Every Friday 

7:30pm-12am7:30pm-12am

Live Bands Live Bands 
Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

MEAT RAFFLE
EVERY SATURDAY

12:30 -4pm - 6 tables
Don’t Be A Chicken. There’s A Lot At Steak.

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 

Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00    Sunday: 11:30-close

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 
serving food Tues - Fri: 11:00-8:00; Sat. 4:00-8:00
Sun: 1:00-6:00 - Monday the kitchen only is closed

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

November 22 -
 Ed Sullivans

Phone: (508) 832-2701      
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142

or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

Part-time 7D Van Drivers Needed!Part-time 7D Van Drivers Needed!
   We are seeking reliable and responsible 7D Van Drivers to join our team in newly 
created positions. The ideal candidates will be committed to ensuring the safety and 
well-being of our Club members while providing a positive transportation experience.
   The Boys & Girls Club of Webster-Dudley is a nonprofit, charitable, educational orga-
nization recognized as a leading advocate for youth development, working to help youth 
of all backgrounds.
HOURS OF WORK: Part-time; 1:30 PM – 4:30 PM for the school year; 15-20 hours 
per week during school year. Hours may be available during school vacation weeks 
and summer.
Qualifications: High School diploma or GED; Valid MA driver’s license with a clean 
driving record; 7D License (required); Van Driver – 1 Year (required); Prior experience 
transporting children, ages 5 - 13 (preferred); Ability to pass a criminal background 
check and motor vehicle records check; Familiar with child safety requirements and 
proper use of safety belts; CPR and First Aid Certification (or willingness to obtain).
Responsibilities: Safely transport Club members after school between centers, 
schools or community locations; Ensure passengers are secured safely in the vehicle 
following child safety guidelines; Coordinate with supervisor regarding daily schedule 
and routes; Ensure timely pick-ups and drops offs; Maintain a clean and organized van 
and report any maintenance needs immediately; Complete all required paperwork daily; 
Participate in state or Club required trainings on at least an annual basis.
Position contingent on passing a criminal offender record information check (CORI), 
national background check and an EEC fingerprint background check.
Email your resume to: Apply@bgcworcester.org include 7D-WD in subject line.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

Al’s RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days• Dumpster Rental Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  Serving the Serving the 

Blackstone ValleyBlackstone Valley
and the Surrounding Townsand the Surrounding Towns

 in Worcester County in Worcester County Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 
OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE, OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE, 

NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTONNORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

JUNK CAR REMOVAL

Stop and See Stop and See 
us at the us at the 

Sutton Chain Sutton Chain 
of Lights of Lights 

 on Dec. 7th on Dec. 7th


