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Veterans Day Event Honors RM Heroes

Scouts welcome World War Il veteran Jerry Hathaway to the RMA Building on Nov. 11 during a Veterans Day celebration that

recognized all past and current members of the Armed Services. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - On Nov.
11, Rancho Murieta held its own
Veterans Day celebration to honor
past and current Armed Services
members for their service to their
country.

Approximately 125 people
attended the ninth annual “Been
There, Done That Café” at the
RMA Building, gathering for coffee,

donuts, and conversation.

This year marked the first time the
Rancho Murieta Veterans of Foreign
Wars Auxiliary 12215 hosted the
event, taking over the reins from the
Rancho Murieta Caregiver Support
Group.

The celebration began outside,
where dozens of children, adults, and
Scouts lined the walkway waving
small American flags and cheering
as they thanked the veterans for their
service.

Inside, veterans received raf-
fle tickets for an array of gift cards
donated by local businesses, then
gathered at beautifully decorated
tables to share military experiences
with fellow veterans, family, and
friends.

The decorations included flags
from each branch of the service
hanging in front of the windows, a
patriotic centerpiece on each table,
and an embellished table loaded with

Continued on page 2
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Photo shows Sacramento County Water Agency employees replacing a waterline. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- An intriguing option
to supplement Rancho
Murieta’s water sup-
ply by connecting to the

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

Sacramento County Water
Agency (SCWA) dom-
inated the discussion
when the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District Improvements
Committee met on Nov. 5.

That option wasn’t
included in the draft

Integrated Water Master
Plan (IWMP). According
to comments at the meet-
ing, the ballpark estimate
of the cost to construct
a pipeline conveying
treated water to Rancho
Murieta would be compa-
rable to the IWMP’s

estimated cost to dig three
emergency wells for $15
million. The draft IWMP
also indicated that the
low-producing wells would
cost even more once treat-
ment options were added.
Should a pipeline prove

Continued on page 6

Sheriff’'s
Office Reports
Improved

Response
Times to RM

Captain Matthew Tamayo
reports that response times
to Rancho Murieta have
significantly improved since
Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Office deputies began
responding from Rancho
Cordova earlier this year. He
made the announcement
at a Nov. 13 community
meeting. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The transition of Rancho
Murieta from the Central
Division to the East
Division of the Sacramento
County Sherift’s Office has
become official following a
little-noticed trial.

The most notable
improvement has been a
50% to 60% decrease in
response times since dep-
uties dispatched to the
community come from
Rancho Cordova instead of
the South County.

East Division
Commander Matthew
Tamayo delivered the good
news at a sheriff’s commu-
nity meeting held at the
RMA Building on Nov.
13, which drew only eight
attendees. Other sheriff’s
office speakers included
two Problem-Oriented
Police Officers, a service
office manager, and a crime
prevention specialist.

California Highway
Patrol Officer Alan
Stevens, a member of
the Valley Division’s
Community Response
Team, also helped answer
audience questions. One
came from Rod Hart,
the general manager
of the Rancho Murieta
Association, who described
a serious speeding prob-
lem inside the gates. Other
audience questions con-
cerned the local sheriff’s
center, homelessness, and
identifying sexual offend-
ers who live in Rancho
Murieta.

East Division

Tamayo explained that
the sheriff’s East Division
operates a joint command
with the Rancho Cordova
Police Department out of
the same building. The
East Division serves the
unincorporated areas in the

eastern county, and Rancho
Continued on page 10
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Veterans Day Event Honors RM Heroes

Navy veteran Gene Cameron shows a commemorative T-shirt
of his former ship to attendee Karen Hoberg.

Continued from page 1

donated coffee and donuts.
Each veteran also received
a hand-drawn card made by
students from Cosumnes
River Elementary School,
Antelope Crossing Middle
School, and The Ranch
Preschool.

Bill McCarver, the
senior vice-commander
of the local VFW post,
emceed a brief program.
He began by recognizing
each branch of the service,
asking past and current
members to raise their
hands, which was met with
resounding applause.

“Thank you all for your
service,” McCarver said.
“We’re glad you came
out. ... The camaraderie
that we have is second to
none.”

At his request, mem-
bers of Scout Troop 633
and Cub Scout Troop 633
presented the colors and
led the recitation of the
“Pledge of Allegiance.”

McCarver then requested
“a moment of silence for
those who did not come
back and who have passed
along the way.” He con-
tinued the solemnity by
inviting Jenni Roland, a
member of the local post,
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to honor them with a per-
formance of the “National
Anthem.”

In another part of the
program, JT Turner, owner
of Bar Code Barbers,
invited veterans to come
across the street for a free
haircut and street tacos,
while Bob Rice, owner of
a security firm, announced
a $1,000 donation to the
VFW Post.

Jose Garcia, a dedicated
member of the Rancho
Murieta VFW and an
employee of the California
Department of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
based in Elk Grove, was
eager to share his exper-
tise at the event. Garcia
offers free assistance to
all veterans, helping them
secure or appeal Veterans
Administration medi-
cal and financial benefits.
He can be contacted at
916-509-8712.

Auxiliary President
Melissa Mineni led the raf-
fle prize distribution, which
included a beautiful hand-
made quilt donated by the
out-of-state sister of event
organizer Norma Dawdy.

She and about 10
other auxiliary members
had decorated the RMA

wishers outside.

Veteran Charles Nellist plans to add this hand-painted card
to his collection, gathered since the first Rancho Murieta
Veterans Day celebration about a decade ago.

Veteran Terry Lightfoot is greeted by an indoor welcome
committee, including Margaret Platt, Paula Ramirez and Cindy
McCarver, after making his way through a crowd of well-

meeting room the previous
day, setting tables, hanging
decorations, and arranging
raffle prizes.

“One person can’t do it
alone,” Dawdy said.

Mineni expressed the
auxiliary’s enthusiasm for
the event. “We were happy
to carry on this tradition
from the caregiver group,”
she said. “It was our honor
to do this as an auxiliary.

“That is what we are
here for, to support the vet-
erans and the community,”
she added.

The Rancho Murieta
Caregivers Support Group
held the first local Veterans
Day celebration nine years
ago. JoAnn Young, whose
late father-in-law John
Prenez was a World War 11
veteran, initially proposed
the idea.

The original organizing
committee also included
Nan Parquette, Judy
Prenez, Erin Reed, and
Berniece Jones. *

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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Navy veterans raise their hands during a branch recognition segment.
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After winning a gift card,
next raffle ticket from Diane Tibbits and Marianna Harshorva.
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Emcee Bill McCarver attends as Scouts present the colors and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

Karen is a Presidential Award
Holder with the Masters Club of

the Sacramento Association of

Realtors for over 37 years.
This is the most prestigious

award given,

Thank you to all of our clients in
2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor
for 44 Years and counting.

*Source: MLS for residential, Not
including “Residential Income”

Karen Hoberg,
Broker/Owner
(916) 947-6910

rmhl.acceleragent.net 7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683
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RMA Board OKs Minimal Dues Increase

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- When Rancho Murieta
Association members open
their monthly dues notice
in 2025, they’re likely to
breathe a sigh of relief,
especially if they’ve just
returned from shopping.
That’s because dues will
only increase by $4.50 a
month.

The current dues of
$161 will rise to $165.50
next year, a 2.8% increase
in funding $4.8 million
budget. The RMA Board
approved the dues increase
at a special budget meeting
on Nov. 12.

General Manager Rod
Hart had initially proposed
a budget at the October
board meeting with a
2.2% dues increase, which
would have raised dues
by $3.51 per month. This
$108,506 budget increase
was intended to cover ris-
ing costs for employee
wages and benefits, insur-
ance, utilities, and street
lighting.

However, the board post-
poned approval to hold a
special meeting to consider
proposed budget additions.

The Compliance
Committee, chaired by
Director Tom Reimer,
requested funding for two
additional speed cam-
eras for $31,256, which
would have raised monthly
dues by $1.09. Reimer
also requested funding
for an additional full-time
staff position to manage
the citations generated
by existing Lidar cam-
eras. This position would
cost $84,000, resulting
in a $2.92 monthly dues
increase.

The Recreation
Committee also requested

LEAETA RN IAN 0

yi

i
134

¢ o bEEL] AL BV B Sl e "
f-""'“““m“‘u-?-'l” ;_

LT

i

B aied Lot i AL (2 “.'!"!’

“']l"lhlthn.- Wi vim

"‘| H! pl

New shade covers for the spray park and both dog parks are planned for next year, following budget discussions by the Rancho Murieta Association Board at a
special meeting on Nov. 12. Courtesy photo

$55,000 to add new shade
covers at both dog parks
and the spray park.

Hart explained at
both meetings that the
Compliance Committee
sought the new position to
free up the association’s
two compliance officers
from administrative tasks,
allowing them to return to
field duties.

Most of the discussion
about this new staff posi-
tion centered on whether it
should be full-time or part-
time, with a part-time role
costing substantially less at
$33,000 annually and add-
ing only $1.15 to monthly
dues.

Although Hart and
Compliance Supervisor
Chris Smith both stated

5) SEALTTE)

20 minute drive from Fols? ‘:'ﬂ_qtﬁ

El Dorado Hills

1,00.0,31,,50032;000,237000IS g ¥ft’
Boutique and,

power

with a friend
or relative

* 200 amp 3 phase

that there was enough
work to keep a full-time
employee busy, they
declined to make a spe-
cific recommendation.
Ultimately, the board
unanimously approved
Reimer’s motion to estab-
lish a part-time position.
Reimer noted that the role
could become full-time
if RMA found the right
candidate.

The decision on whether
to spend $31,255 for two
additional Lidar cameras,
which would increase dues
by $1.09, became eas-
ier after Hart suggested an
alternative funding source.
He proposed using funds
from members' equity,
describing it as “our emer-
gency fund. If something

B

FEATURING
» Epoxy floors available - Roll up and man door

« Pre plumbed
for bathrooms

or Extra Garage Storage
¢ Internet Ready

B B RE

Conveniently
located at

happens in the upcoming
year and we need to offset
dues, these funds are there
for a good reason.”

Hart noted that the fund
currently holds just under
$300,000. The board
favored this approach and
unanimously approved the
camera purchase within the
same motion that estab-
lished the new part-time
position.

During the discussion
about the Compliance
Committee’s requests,
Smith expressed frustra-
tion that parking is out
of control due to what
he described as ‘zero’
enforcement by Rancho
Murieta Community
Service District patrol
officers.

Audience member John
Merchant also raised a
question about increasing
traffic citation collections
to help offset administra-
tive costs.

Hart responded that fines
generate minimal revenue.
‘As | always tell the mem-
bers, I’'m hoping those
violations go down and our
income (from fines) goes
down. That’s what we are
after,” he said.

Coincidentally, another
fund intended for shade
covers also has a bal-
ance of around $300,000.
The board agreed with
Hart’s suggestion to seek
approval to use the Parks
Committee fund to cover
the $55,000 cost for the
shade covers, rather than

adding $1.91 to member
dues.

However, Hart asked the
board to hold off on a for-
mal motion until he could
obtain project bids.

The Parks Committee
includes two representa-
tives from RMA, two from
the development commu-
nity, and one from CSD.

In other business, Hart
reviewed projects com-
pleted by the association
in 2024, including the con-
struction of a new ramp
and boat dock at Calero
Reservoir, repairs to
the fence along Jackson
Highway above Greens
Park, asphalt repairs, and
the replacement of approx-
imately 150 street and stop
signs. *

« LED lighting
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« Fire sprinklers
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e G [ $143.00
8X 20, $212.00
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RV & BOAT PRICING
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Offlce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)
24 Hour Video Surveillance ¢ 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station ¢ Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 ¢ Visit us at www.rmairport.com
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AUTHORIZED DEALER
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Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
(over the hill at the
driving range)

Zack Bowden

(916) 806-0920

zackbowden@ 3
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Vitalant Collects 61 Pints in Community Blood Drive

A community blood drive sponsored by the Rancho Murieta Women’s Club drew 66
participants to the Rancho Murieta Community Church on Oct. 28. Vitalant, the local blood
bank, collected 43 whole-blood donations and nine Power Red donations, each equivalent to
two donations, for a total of 61 pints. In the photo left, Carole Thames jokes with phlebotomist
Christian P Thames donates a $50 gift certificate for a raffle at every blood drive. In the photo
at right, the church’s worship area is transformed into a donation center. Photos by Gail Bullen

Opening Nears for Shell Station, Circle K and Subway

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- A new multi-service sta-
tion featuring a Shell fuel
station, a Circle K con-
venience store, Subway
restaurant, car wash and
dog wash at Oakville Lane
and Jackson Road is slated
to open in the coming days.

Manager JJ Sandu said
the business is await-
ing final approval from
Sacramento County Health
Department.

“As soon as we pass the
final round of inspections,
we will do a soft opening
first and hold a grand open-
ing a week later,” Sandu
said.

In addition to its current
offerings, a Jamba Juice
bar is slated to open early
next year.

The gas station, Circle K

and the carwash will oper-
ate from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m;
Subway will be open from
9 a.m. until 8 p.m.

Sandu said his parents,
Bhupinder and Manpreet
Sandhu, who previ-
ously owned the Subway
restaurant in the Murieta
Plaza that closed several
years ago, and his wife
will help him operate the
family-owned business.
Dorothy Devai, the man-
ager at the prior Subway,
will manage the new shop.

The Shell station has
12 fuel stations and will
sell gasoline, diesel and
propane.

Sandu emphasized com-
petitive pricing at Circle K,
adding, “The most famous
thing about Circle K is
their 89-cent soda drinks
for any size cup: small,
medium, and large.” The
convenience store will also
offer Thrifty Ice Cream,

a fan-favorite typically
found at Rite Aid stores.

While the new Subway
shop will provide standard
franchise offerings, it will
include a drive-up win-
dow—a unique feature that
won’t be available immedi-
ately upon opening.

Regarding the Jamba
juice bar, Sandu explained
that the same private
equity firm that purchased
Subway earlier this year
also owns Jamba, which
made it easy to partner
with that business.

The car wash will offer
touchless, brush, and com-
bination options, while the
self-service dog wash will
be conveniently located
near the car wash exit.

Although the
Sacramento County
Board of Supervisors
approved the applica-
tion by Bhupinder and
Manpreet Sandhu to build

clean power

The Clean PowerCity® movement is happening. Hundreds of thousands have
taken action to join the charge, drive electric, make clean power choices at
home and work and save money with SMUD rebates. Together, we're creating
Clean PowerCities, while we keep our promise to deliver world-class safety,
reliability and some of the lowest electricity rates in California. For 99 ways to
join the charge, visit CleanPowerCity.org today.

the multi-service station
on Sept. 24, 2019, initial
construction didn’t begin
until 2021. After intermit-
tent progress, construction
activity ramped up earlier
this year.

Sandu said get-
ting permits took a long
time, especially those
required for the installa-
tion of the underground
fuel tanks. He said the
County Environmental

.!::’i @

4 ®SMUD and CLEAN POWERCITY are trademarks/service marks of Sacramento Municipal Utility District, Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off.

The long-awaited multi-service Shell Station is set to open within days. Photo by Gail Bullen

Management Department
had been very strict
“because they don’t want
any leakages or anything
hazardous. That’s why a
gas station takes a long
time.”

Sandu said they hoped
to get power from SMUD
in April, because they
needed electricity to sched-
ule other inspections.
However, because of
repeated difficulties with

SMUD inspectors who
weren’t on the same page,
they didn’t have power

until August.
The multi-service Shell
station will compete

directly with The Country
Store, which houses a
Burger King, a Chevron
station, and a carwash.
Sandu clarified that there
is no familial connection
between the two business
owners. %
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Retirement, Really?

“Do you think you’ll
ever fully retire?” my wife,
Becky, asks a few times a
month.

“Definitely!

“Mostly.

“Maybe?” | say, add-
ing an I-dunno for good
measure.

She asks because she
knows | struggle some-
times to write this weekly
syndicated column, travel
to speak in different venues
and pastor a small church.

Trying to explain my ret-
icence, I simply say, “I’'m
just not sure of the best
timing.”

In past years, you read-
ers have sent me many
emails with quick and
sound responses to my
writings. You’ve rolled
out the red carpet for me
during our dozen+ years
together, hosting me for

BY NORRIS BURKES

hospitals, churches and
civic organizations.
You’ve traveled with me
to Honduras for Chispa
Project, the charity my
daughter Sara began for
establishing libraries in
Honduran elementary
schools. Many of you are
generous, regular donors.
When | think of full
retirement, I’'m struck
with a sudden case of
FOMO. “Fear of Missing
Out.” I don’t want to miss
out on more wonderful
exchanges, meetings and

ministry has brought to me.

But alas, I’ve come up
with a compromised writ-
ing retirement, giving us
at least two ways to stay
in touch no matter when |
fully retire.

First, I’d like you to sign
up to get my weekly col-
umn by email. You can
do this by sending me a
quick email to comment@
thechaplain.net.

Or even easier, sign
up for my weekly email
at www.thechaplain.net/
newsletter. The website
also contains everything
I’ve ever written or will
write.

Check out the audio ver-
sions of past columns too.
Remember to spell chap-
lain correctly, not chaplin.
We’ve talked about this.

Second, while you’re
on my website, consider

the four books I’ve written.
These books are a com-
pilation of my columns
from the past 20 years. And
of course, I’'ll autograph
them.

Keep the book on your
nightstand or reading rack
so you can read one 700-
word story each time you
crack open the book.

You can read the books
in any order and jump
around between stories.

“No Small Miracles”
contains stories | wrote as a
pediatric hospital chaplain.

“Hero’s Highway”
recounts my deployment to
a combat hospital in Iraq.

“Thriving Beyond
Surviving” is a compila-
tion book of the columns
I wrote about faith, family,
fun and forgivingness. And
my most recent book, “Tell
it to the Chaplain” recalls
my chaplain experiences
in the hospital, hospice and
the military.

The last section of “Tell

story of Chispa Project,
so I especially hope you’ll
read that one. Thanks to
readers like you, we’ve
helped over 22,000 kids
in Honduras get their first
books by creating school
libraries with my daugh-
ter’s charity.

To say thank you, and
“spark” you into action one
more time, my family and |
will be matching all reader
donations up to $5,000
postmarked between now
and Giving Tuesday on
Dec. 3. I hope you’ll take
up my challenge for this
ambitious goal.

You can donate online
at www.chispaproject.org/
chaplain or send a check
made to “Chispa Project”
to 10566 Combie Rd. Suite
6643 Auburn, CA 95602.

Every $100 gives four
kids a school library, train-
ing their teachers and
parents, and providing
books, shelves and color-
ful, painted murals. There

completely describe the
joy that fills a child’s face
when they hold their first
picture book. It’s why I
go back year after year
to volunteer. (Details for
2025 volunteer trips at
www.chispaproject.org/
volunteer)

Finally, know that I’'m
not completely retired.
I remain the pastor of
Community Church,
Nevada City, CA. It’s a lit-
tle country church of two
dozen in California’s Sierra
Gold Country. They’ve
been patient with me, but
they miss me when | travel
at least eight Sundays a
year as grandkids and for-
eign adventures keep
calling.

Keep me in your prayers
and thoughts, as | will
for you. Thank you for
your faithful reading and
support.

Email comments to com-
ment@thechaplain.net
or by text or voicemail to

speeches in your colleges,

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Ladder Fuel Reduction Project

to Close Trails

The Cosumnes Ladder Fuel Reduction
Project was slated to begin Nov. 19 and
expected to last 3 to 5 weeks. Some
Rancho Murieta trails may be closed while
equipment is operating in the area. Not all
trails will be closed simultaneously.

Please do not use trails where you see
yellow “Caution Do Not Enter” flagging.
The project is designed to provide wild-
land fire protection for the community of
Rancho Murieta, as well as local ranches
and Deer Creek Hills Preserve.

The project is being funded by a $4.4
million Cal Fire grant that was submitted
by the Rancho Murieta Regional Fire Safe
Council and awarded to the Sacramento
County Regional Parks.

Christmas Tree Lighting
Slated Nov. 29

The Rancho Murieta Association
Recreation will present the annual
Christmas Tree Lighting at Stonehouse
Park on Nov. 29 at 5:30 p.m. After Santa
Claus leads the countdown, he and Mrs.
Claus will sit on their throne so children
can share their Christmas lists and parents
can take pictures.

Hot cocoa, hot apple cider, and cookies
will be served.

Women’s Club Holiday
Luncheon Dec. 4

The Rancho Murieta Women’s Club has
a special treat planned for its holiday lun-
cheon on Dec. 4. The Sutter Street Theatre
from Old Folsom has agreed to create a
version of its holiday production from last
year, “Holiday in the Hills.”

friendships this writing

ordering one or more of

see the original last year at the theatre and
speak very highly of it.

The reservation deadline is 5 p.m. Nov.
22. For more information, contact Cindy
Shamrock at 916-354-1981 or Barbara
Armstrong at 916-541-1884.

Community Invited
to Christmas Dinner
at Catholic Church

Please join us for a Christmas Dinner
Dance on Friday Dec. 6 from 5:30 to
10 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church, 14673 Cantova Way.

Enjoy a dinner of Santa Maria tri tip
with jus on the side, sauteed shrimp
scampi in a wine butter sauce, creamy
pesto pasta with sun-dried tomatoes, green
beans almandine, garden salad with bal-
samic vinaigrette dressing, rolls and
butter, and cheesecake with caramel rum
sauce for dessert.

The no-host bar opens at 5:30 p.m. with
dinner at 6:30 p.m. Dance to the music
of DJ Back 2 Back from 8 to 10 p.m.
Tickets are $55 per person and are on sale
before and after the Saturday and Sunday
Masses at SVDP starting the weekend of
Nov. 9 and 10, or by calling Sherry at 916
844-5171.

Gather your family and friends for a
fun-filled adult evening.

Wilton Winter Festival
Slated Dec. 7

The annual Wilton Winter Festival will
be held at the Wilton Community Center
on Saturday. Dec. 7.

Vendors also will sell crafts and holiday
goods from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Breakfast will
be served 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and lunch from

it to the Chaplain” tells the

The parade will begin at noon with
nearby roads closing at 11:30 a.m. After
the parade, Santa will listen to Christmas
wishes at the community center.

For more information check the Wilton
Community Center Facebook page. The
event is sponsored by the Sacramento
County Parks & Rec Council Area 4B.

Santa Run Set for Dec. 14

Burn some calories and support hospi-
talized veterans by taking part in the Santa
Run on Dec. 14 at 9 a.m.

Meet at the Gazebo to walk or run
around the front lake. The Murieta Heath
Club will provide Santa hats and bever-
ages. Voluntary donations will be collected
to support the Kiwanis Sweats for Vets
program.

Murieta Dance Company
Stages Shows Dec. 14, 15

Embrace the spookiness and joy when
the Murieta Dance Company presents the
Haunted Mansion on Dec. 14 and 15 at the
Murieta Plaza.

The Saturday show is at 5 p.m. and the
Sunday show at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15 per
person or $25 for VIP Seating. They can
be purchased at Murieta Dancy Company
in the plaza or by calling 916-296-6503.

Food and drinks will be available for
purchase at the event.

Kiwanis Club Seeks Sponsors
for Crab Feed
The Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta,
in partnership with the Knights of
Columbus, will host their 11th Annual
Kiwanis Crab Feed on Feb. 1 at St.
Vincent de Paul Church on Cantova Way.

are no words that can

(843) 608-9715. *

our Kiwanis Club.

We are actively seeking new sponsors
for our event in addition to the many gen-
erous returning sponsors. Sponsorship
levels range from $300 to $5,000 with
great benefits at each level. The sponsor-
ship deadline is Dec. 3.

In addition, we have limited oppor-
tunities for businesses to advertise their
business card on our placemat. Placemat
ads are $75 each.

Raffle prizes and silent auction items are
also needed. Please consider donating new
items, gift cards, wine, travel, etc. We also
need baskets or containers for our extrav-
agant raffle.

Our Crab Feed is our largest fund-
raiser, which allows our Kiwanis Club
to continue doing the good work in our
community. Please contact Bonnie at 916-
502-3260. Crab Feed ticket sales will
begin after the holidays.

Kiwanis Seeks Sweats
for Vets Donations
Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta is
once again asking for monetary donations
to its Sweat for Vets program that will run
through the end of December.

This is the 15th year of helping veterans
who are hospitalized at the Sacramento
Veterans Administration Medical Center
in Mather.

Please make your check out to Kiwanis
Club of Rancho Murieta Sweat for Vets.
Cash donations and Walmart gift cards are
also welcome.

Mail donations to Kiwanis at P. O. Box
855, Rancho Murieta, or put them in a
drop box at the RMA building.

If you have any questions, call Diann

Several of our members were able to 1lam.to 2 p.m. The Crab Feed is the largest fundraiser for ~ Swan at 916-354-0656. *
Glenn Guenard 6.75%
& Ross Bozarth o4,

DO YOU I(NOW
THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have
Paid Them Over

$130 Million Dollars

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team...
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit ghlegal.com

Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
the most

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.

in the heart of Elk Grove.

%ew Hacre

BUILDING SUPPLY
“Since 1949”
e Sacramento

5310 Franklin Blvd.

(916)
455-3057

e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

Be o part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

M’E_G) Call us today at 9167731111

Member

FDIC

NMLSR ID 479256

DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA . 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
ELK GROVE - 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. » 916-685-3936
SHELDON ¢ 8973 Grant Line Road ¢ 916-686-0200

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of the loan
which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the
weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment
period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions:
(1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any
existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary
residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total
maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans
are subject to a current appraisal or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance
is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525
early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the
first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure
Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

5 Year FIXED RATE
CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:

v/ FIXED RATE for 5 Years
v Local Processing & Servicing

v" No Closing Cost on Qualifying
Transactions; Except for Appraisal/
Evaluation Costs

v/ Have Funds Available for Current
and Future Needs

v/ Home Improvement, Debt
Consolidation, College Tuition

v Interest May be Tax Deductible

(Please consult your tax advisor)

la coue movemic

Espaiiol LENDER

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.LP. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CADepartment of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans
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Sac Metro’s CERT Volunteers Recognized

Sacramento Metropolitan
Fire District News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Our Community
Emergency Response Team’s (CERT)
exemplary service has earned them the
esteemed 2024 Heroes of Human Services
award, presented by Supervisor Sue Frost
at the Sacramento County Board of
Supervisors meeting on Nov. 5.

Through extensive volunteer work, they
have demonstrated unwavering dedication
to community safety and well-being. Their
empathetic approach is highlighted by
notable initiatives, such as installing hun-
dreds of smoke alarms in economically
disadvantaged areas, thereby enhancing
fire safety awareness and planning.

Throughout the years, the Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District’s CERT team
has played a crucial role in the response
effort to various disasters in our region
and beyond. They provide essential sup-
port during severe weather events and
power outages and support our crews with
rehab and relief when resources are thin.

Characterized by their selflessness, the
team delivers vital emergency training and
first aid services, including hands-only
CPR and Stop the Bleed. Their contri-
butions have undoubtedly saved lives
and property, making them an invaluable
asset to our community. Congratulations,
CERT! *

Mol ML

—

T
A

NACRAMENTO

Sacramento County Supervisor Sue Frost presents an award to the Community Emergency Response Team at the board chambers on Nov. 5.
Harry Belt, who is the lead mechanical trainer for the Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District, accepts the award for the team. Courtesy photo

SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary of activity for
the Rancho Murieta Community Services
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are
condensed. For full security log details,
go to the CSD website at www. rmcsd.
com.

Nov. 4

RMA rule violation, Reynosa Drive:
Resident parked overnight in front of
home. Citation issued.

Nov. 5

Resident complaint, Terreno Drive:
Vehicle parked in guest parking, unoccu-
pied for 4 hours with headlights on with
motor running. Patrol responded mak-
ing contact with owner who stated he
was having battery issues and fell asleep.

Patrol and owner confirmed nothing
was missing. Owner locked vehicle and
returned home.

Nov. 7
RMA rule violation, Colbert Drive:
Resident parked overnight on street in
front of home. Citation issued.
RMA rule violation, Murieta South
Parkway: Resident parked overnight on
street in front of home. Citation issued.

Nov. 8
Abandoned golf cart, Greens Park:
Upon arrival golf cart was unable to
locate.
Nov. 9
Miscellaneous, Murieta Drive:
Transients loitering around business area.

Patrol responded and was unable to locate.
Area cleared.

Nov. 10

Welfare check, Rio Circle: Welfare
check requested due to unable to reach
resident for several days. Patrol followed
up and made contact with resident who
had lost their phone and was doing fine.
Dispatch updated reporting party.

Trespassing, Murieta Drive/ Bel Air:
Report of two juveniles causing a dis-
turbance and trespassing at the Bel Air
market. Patrol made contact with man-
ager and was informed the two juveniles
are not allowed in store due to stealing.
Juveniles were gone on arrival and unable
to locate in area.

Suspicious person, Puerto Drive: Report

of three juveniles wearing masks and
hoodies on Puerto Drive. Upon patrols
arrivals juveniles were gone on arrival,
unable to locate.

Animal complaint, Plano Court;:
Barking dog complaint for extended
period of time. Patrol responded and was
unable to make contact with resident.
Dispatch called homeowner leaving a
voicemail, informing of complaint.

Abandoned disabled vehicle, Murieta
Gardens: Report of possible abandoned
disabled vehicle pulled over on Jackson
Rd. nearby Oakville Lane. Vehicle occu-
pied by driver who pulled over to use
phone. Patrol advised driver to find
another area for safety reasons. Driver
complied and left area. *

CSD Discusses Pipeline to Boost

Continued from page 1

feasible, CSD water supply augmentation
fees would be one of the myriad funding
sources. The fees, which go into reserves,
are charged on new developments to fund
the expansion of the community’s water
supply system.

Bob Keil, the developer of the
Residences subdivision, asked that the
$30,000 pipeline feasibility study be
placed on the agenda, saying: “Wouldn’t
everybody want to know whether we
could get water from the water agency
down the street to protect Rancho Murieta
forever?”

Other meeting topics included ground-
water recharge possibilities, researching
statutory authority to use Clementia as an
additional water supply, seeking an out-
side technical review of the draft IWMP,
issues with Lost Lake, preliminary plans
to relocate the Murieta Village pipelines,
federal grant opportunities, and updates
on major infrastructure projects including
the Granlees Dam Safety Improvement
and repair of the water transmission line
between the Cosumnes River and Calero
Reservoir.

A recording of the Improvement
Committee meeting has been posted on
the district’s website. The meeting min-
utes also will be posted and included in the
packet before the Nov. 20 board meeting
(after press time).

The Improvements Committee is com-
prised of CSD Directors Randy Jenco and
Martin Pohll, Operations Director Eric
Houston, General Manager Mimi Morris
and other staff. The committee looks at
infrastructure issues in depth and makes
recommendations to the entire board.

Pipeline Discussion

Houston kicked off the discussion
by explaining that CSD had received a
request to direct $30,000 from its Water
Supply Augmentation Reserve Funds to
pay for a formal analysis of the viability
of connecting with the Sacramento County
Water Agency (SCWA) to provide an addi-
tional source of water for the community.

Houston said that the community cur-
rently relies on a single source of water
although the district is approaching 3,000
water connections. For districts with
fewer than 3,000 connections, California
SB552 mandates having two sources of
water by 2027, which could mean both
a primary and a secondary source or an
emergency option.

“The proposal from staff," Houston
added, "is that we move forward with a
water modeling study by the SCWA as
a possible alternative source of treated
drinking water.”

The proposal spurred discussion. Jenco
confirmed with Morris that she wanted the
proposal to go before the board. Houston
also clarified, “The study would be model-
ing, not a preliminary design.”

Pohll raised a point about alternative
options, suggesting that the $30,000 could
potentially fund other projects that might
yield more water. “You need to say which
is most feasible and then do a study to see
if feasible,” Pohll argued.

Jenco disagreed.

“I don't know how you decide what's the
best option to go after unless you have all
the facts in front of you,” he responded.
“And how do you have all the facts in
front of you unless you start pursuing
some of this stuff and get into the nuts
and bolts of how this is going to happen
and what it's going to cost? That $30,000
is to find out if it is feasible, how much it
would cost.”

Pohll countered, “You can't pursue all
of them at one time, because you're going
to run out of money. For instance, with a
well, you have to commission someone to
go deeper and see if that's feasible.”

Houston reiterated the necessity of the
study for long-term resilience. "The dis-
trict currently only has one primary source
of water and some storage, but that poses
a significant risk if there’s an event on the
river or with that treatment facility," he
explained.

The study would be low-cost, “giv-
ing us a little further step forward in risk
and resiliency, where we feel that we have

Water Supply

safety and security with our water supply,
Houston said. “This is a finished treated
water source, and it’s very common for
entities to have a multiple emergency con-
nection types.”

Pohll asked Houston if it would cost
more than $10 million to construct a pipe-
line. Houston said it would but described
the $30,000 study as a worthwhile invest-
ment to clarify potential options.

Jenco underscored the need to investi-
gate every possibility, saying, “It has to
be the board’s number one priority to find
more water.” He expressed hope that the
staff was exploring other options, includ-
ing the costs of drilling new wells and
statutory requirements to use Clementia
Reservoir.

Houston mentioned other possible
options, such as groundwater banking and
water wheeling, emphasizing that “push-
ing those decisions further and further
down the road only makes them more and
more expensive, especially with rising
construction and infrastructure costs,” he
said. “I think the first time we have a large
water outage; people will be unpleasantly
surprised by what that looks like.”

Further cost considerations came into
play. Pohll asked about the estimated costs
of wells, to which Houston responded that
each well could cost about $5 million—
excluding water treatment and integration
into the system. The cost for three would
be $15 million. Per the draft IWMP, they
wouldn’t produce large volumes of water
and would only provide an emergency
supply.

Morris clarified that the pipeline was
not considered in the draft IWMP nor was
groundwater recharge.

She mentioned a recent Sloughhouse
Resource Conservation meeting, say-
ing, “They were saying, ‘Give us your
excess, and then we'll give it back to you
when you need it,” Morris reported. “I
do think looking at all the alternatives is
responsible.”

Houston noted that the SCWA study
would model the feasibility of delivering
the necessary volume, but Pohll pointed

out the spending $30,000 won’t tell the
district how much it would cost.

Morris told him when she first called
SCWA, she was given a ballpark pipeline
cost of $12 to $15 million.

“They just threw it out there,” she said.
“But that is in (cost) range of the wells..”

Jenco referenced an article from the
Business Journal about Reynan and
Bartis’s plans to develop 5,000 homes at
Grant Line Road and Sunrise Boulevard.

“This is not like pie-in-the-sky stuff.
They’re moving this way,” he pointed out.

Houston confirmed that SCWA had
a substantial water right of 100 million
gallons per day. He also said that contrac-
tual negotiations for supply options could
potentially follow the study.

The committee discussion concluded
with Jenco recommending “Let’s move it
to the board,” with Pohll agreeing, "I think
this is weighty enough that the whole
board needs to weigh in."

Public comments

In public comments, Keil, the devel-
oper of the Residences subdivision, said
he was the one who initially reached out
to CSD about the potential pipeline con-
nection. He noted that SCWA planned to
extend services to Grant Line, with possi-
ble reimbursement if a developer were to
bring the line further.

“Since developers are paying augmen-
tation fees,” Keil argued, “it would be
inconceivable that the district wouldn’t
direct money they’ve collected to try to
find out exactly what it would take to get
water out here, no matter how much it
costs.”

Keil concluded by asking, “Wouldn’t
everybody want to know whether we
could get water from the water agency
down the street to protect Rancho Murieta
forever?”

Not everyone was in favor. Board
member-elect John Merchant voiced his
opposition. “It’s not consistent with our
master plan, which really shows us as a
self-contained community,” he said.

Nor should the district spend $30,000
“for somebody to tell us, well, maybe we
don’t have an appropriate right to give you
the water,” Merchant said.

WE SUPPORT _ =,
FIRST RESPONDERS MPG




NOVEMBER 22, 2024

River Valley Times « 7

CALL-A-PRO

DEB BRITTAN TEAM

ymuf dreams
g IN RANCHO MURIETA

HOME STAGING

Z !fJf th(’r(f! sl / /Mj ad

(916)

932.6693

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

" RANCHO
MURIETA

N DEN
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Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-year

3.90

Minimum deposit  $10,000

1-year
%

4.05 2

Minimum deposit  $10,000

%

APY*

6-month
%

4.25 =~

Minimum deposit $10,000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon

Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/16/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Erin Howard « 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 » Murieta Plaza

RiverVALLEY TIMES
Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. It is understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Times is a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher”. If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your m

Insurance Needs FARMERS
— |In Business INSURANCE
Since 1984

= License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

Dawny Corsaut

916-769-7462 | 354-3333

CWInc.
RMHomesForSale.com

Lic# 01365643

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

¢ karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

INA SEMRAU
OWNER/BROKER

TOWNz2r COUNTRY

916-214-1515

7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta
(in The B?| Air Shopping Center)

www.inasemrau.com

Lic.#00602104

Hereto Serve You Locally

Al Locy Financial ServicesLLC
Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999
Expanding from
Lodi to
Rancho Murieta

e [nvestment M anagement
e Tax Preparation

e Our Firm has 3 Licensed
Tax Professionals

« 38 Years Experience

EQUESTRIAN
CENTER

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242

www.allocyfinancialservices.com
alocy@allocyfinancialservices.com

(209) 334-3999 | (800) 456-Locy (5629)

THE MURIETA
INN AND spa

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7,
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

f' Electric « Hot Water » Pool Heating
& (916) 853-2700 » (916) 802-1830

= A
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~

LC# 550110

jack@aztecsolar.com ® www.aztecsolar.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Residential & Commercial
Repair * Maintenance * Replacement

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”
~AJ & Jen Andrade

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

=L &S (916) 747-9882

License #955437

Kitchen and Bath
Remodel Specialist

* Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel

» Custom Tile & Stone Work

* Granite Counter Tops ¢ Hardwood Flooring
» Outdoor BBQ and Patios

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

* Paint *« Plumbing ¢ Electrical

Design Construction Workmanship

Cable Davis 216 220-2937 cwb7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Bonded/
Insured

LIC# 214319

25 Years Experience

RAMER CONCRETE, ..

(/s

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents

Owned & Operated Be sure and ask about our Murieta Specialll!
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’ 354-0209

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

Waernaety

Teee.
EXPRESSIONS

Clacons Weleaone

5-5078

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood BBB

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
www.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...

Senior Living Transitions, LLC
e All Care Facilities

® [Independent Living ® Respite

® [In Home Care Providers

e Companion @ VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning
Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

VCELS
experience

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts

TREE TECH

9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove ~——

www.autobodyexpressions.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES
CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

ST.CONT.LIC.#653836
www.treetechservices.com

i e
(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

SERVICES®

Serving the Green Industry

DICK’ S Fogged Patio Door Rollers,
or Leaky Custom Mirrors,
RANCHO Windows? Shower Doors

& Window Screens

Seunce 1956

New & Repaired 363-6554

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

BRIAN OLSON

License #982398

@ 916-912-0293
© info@olsonswoodworx.com
[=] @ olsonswoodworx.com

CUSTOM CABINETS CRAFTED
JUST FOR YoOU!

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Mr. i’“andyman

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional ¢ Safe ¢ Reliable ¢ Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

“The Low-rate Leader
for Purchase &
Refinance Loans”

Bruce Boal | 914
California Home Loans: 417.2001

RM resident over 20 years! ' wwis 1070092

Grow your business in our

CALL-A-PRO
Guide!
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Grant Funding Aims
to Restore and Protect
Thriving Forest Ecosystems

California Department  makes a difference both in  California while also mit-

of Forestry and Fire forest health and wildfire igating climate change,
Protection News resilience and that is why protecting communities
Release CAL FIRE is proud to have  from fire risk, strengthen-

awarded over $700 mil-
lion in Forest Health grant
funding since 2017,” said
Chief Matthew Reischman,
Deputy Director of
Resource Management.
“This Forest Health grant
funding supports sustain-
able land management
practices, reforestation
efforts, promotes a health-
ier ecosystem, and ensures
that future generations
can enjoy and benefit
from California’s natural
resources.”

The Forest Health
Program funds active res-
toration and reforestation
activities aimed at pro-
viding for more resilient
and sustained forests.
This ensures the future
existence of forests in

ing rural economies, and
improving California’s
water and air.

A virtual pre-recorded
workshop will be made
available to explain
the grant process and
requirements.

Please check the Forest
Health webpage at www.
fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/
grants/forest-health to view
the workshop.

Any questions can be
directed to ForestHealth@
fire.ca.gov.

Projects that receive
funding from the Forest
Health grant program
are designed to comple-
ment the California Forest
Carbon Plan, California’s
Natural and Working
Lands Implementation

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The California Department
of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) is
announcing the availabil-
ity of up to $70 million in
funding for projects aimed
at improving forest health
across the state. CAL FIRE
is soliciting applications
for projects that work to
proactively prevent cat-
astrophic wildfires and
restore forests to healthy,
functioning ecosystems
while also sequestering
carbon and reducing green-
house gas emissions.

Applications will be
accepted from Nov. 13 and
are due by no later than 3
p.m. Jan. 15, 2025.

“We know this work

of California Climate
Investments, a statewide
program that puts billions
of cap-and-trade dollars to
work reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, strength-
ening the economy, and strophic wildfires, drought,
improving public health disease, and pest mortality.
and the environment, *

Plan, California’s Wildfire
& Forest Resilience Action
Plan, California’s Strategic
Plan for Expanding the
Use of Beneficial Fire, and
AB 32 Climate Change
Scoping Plan.

The Forest Health
grant program is part

particularly in disadvan-
taged communities.
Projects will reduce the
risks to California’s forests
from extreme disturbance
events including cata-

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Circle K Ranch Broadcast
is on the air! Listen to our ra-
dio broadcast on KCBC 770
AM every Sunday at 1:30 pm.
Where we share the good
news of the gospel from a
ranchers perspective. Tune in
and be happy! AlKuhn

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE
PICKUP. 24 hour response.
Running or not. Maximum
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7:
1-877-434-6852 (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7. 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605.  (cal-scan)

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &
Pumping
Since 1994
Custom Concrete
«All Finishes «Patios
*WalkwayseDriveways
*Slabse RV Pads, etc.
Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627
(916)826-6926

Advertise
in your local
community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
«Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
sIrrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more|
info. call 916-834-2352

emailElverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

Elder Care

GoGo. Live and age your way.
Get help with rides, groceries,
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per
day. Available 24/7 nationwide.
BBB Rated A+ Business. Call
GoGo to get started. 1-855-
476-0033 (Cal-SCAN)

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

Dalla Dental Group seeks Sr.
Manager, Strategy & Operations
Analyst for Elk Grove location.
Must have MS in Mgmt., Busi-
ness Admin. or rel. or foreign
equiv. & min. 3yrs. in Ops Mgmt.
roles or rel. w/ skills pertaining to
materials requirement, materials
planning, controlling inventory &
managing costs analysis. Sal:
$146k-$149Kk/yr. Send res: info@
oradentistry.com

Home Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
«Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing «Fans *Decks
<Doors sWindows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock «Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
-Lighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more!
All phases of home
repair & any construction
needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318
(916)287-6164

nocal

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by dealer.
(Offer ends 12/29/24) Call
1-833-958-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

e
Stpport
I}
Milicary

Kings tickets

Best Seats in G1 for the $

Section 218 RowB 7 & 8

Private box area 1st row
balcony halfcourt; 16 folding
chairs in one row. No one in

front or behind. Buy direct

save $ 916-595-5379

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

Visit:

mpg8.com

Help Wanted

Programmer/Analyst,
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.
Determine client-side data
capture, presentation and
manipulation needs within,
and build system components
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply
to: HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th
Street, Bakersfield, CA 93301.
Ref. job code MEQOS.

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (cai-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In: e Check Engine

 Oil Changes Light Diagnosis

* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection * Tune-Up

e Safety Inspection * Batteries

e Transmission Service * 30, 60, 90K Service
® Brakes ® Brake &

e Wheel Alignment Lamp Station

Mon-Fri, 8-5 » 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.
+

Elk Grove Bivd

Elk Grove Blvd - Florin Rd

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Junk Removal Landscaping

Se Habla
Espanol

REMIER™
IIDQOOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

© ROOF REPAIR e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

%‘iﬁ SACRAMENTO VALLEY
" RAOOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- NEW ROOF * GUTTER
INSTALL REMOVAL
* TEAR OFF & & INSTALL
REROOF *GUTTER REPAIR
* ROOF REPAIR *GUTTER GUARD
« OVERLAY ROOF & INSTALL
INSTALL - DOWNSPOUTS
-DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
*SEAMLESS - CUSTOM
GUTTER INSTALL COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

MS Hauling YARD CLEANUP &
+Junk Removal DECORATIVE ROCK
sGarage Cleanouts One time cleanup prun-
*Yard Debris ing. Also bark, weed

+E-Waste control, sod, seed, prun-

ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

Mention this ad and
receive 15% offl

Call (916)207-5702

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

( @ L ~ 'u ARy -~
«Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
eLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads *Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail sBushog
*Septic System Installation <Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes «Trenching eIrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Bill- 916-869-1019

License # 778034 916-205-9310 or
; 916- 627-9000
Landscaping
BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
CREATE YOUR Artificial Turf | Fencing
PARADISE Retaining Wall | Concrete

Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

Winter Yard Cleanups,

Complete Landscape YARD CLEAN uP
Design/ Installation, Sod installation
. Landscape installation
Sprinkler System Lawnsrﬁg\?ving services
Installs/Repairs, All Fence repair
Types Concrete Work, Call for free estimate
Fence Installation, 916-271-7265
Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

Michael- 916-747-9667

Solving Plumbing Problems,
(o) PRoB‘@ OneLeak ataTime
e . Residential & Commercial
Platero Parada Plumbing

Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:
650-431-8893 Lic. 1112115

Real Estate Loans

= &

PAINTING

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
PRESSURE tate loans. Credit unimport-
WASHING ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.yviploan.com Call
Interior / Exterior 1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
m@]}a cipal DRE 01041073. No

MO B BWED consumer loans.

: : (Cal-SCAN)
Serving E.G. & Galt since 2004

Mike Johnson - Owner

216-257-9609

Bongod & Insuned Lick853045 ﬁ ]

MPG

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

® Repaints: Exterior
& Interior
* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates

Eﬂe gay by fotIN1ers? Discoxgr (209) 745-7897 916-423-1288 or
e Power of Newspaper Ad- ; o Pt 748,
vertising, For a free brochure 3 Generations ulﬂuulll);‘l:ﬁ::t?!)s 209-748-5588
call 916-288-6011 or email | We accept Visa & | am )
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan) VISA_ | Wastercard | BBB  .ci1975
v Lic.#302302

. WE SUPPORT
FIRST RESPONDERS

e MPG

Messenger Publishing Group

Window Cleaning

Bo Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial
1 & 2 Story, Pressure
Washing, Gutter Cleaning
Wood Splitting, Yard Cleanup
& Maintenance. Call or Text
209-327-9981.
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RM Voting

Center Stays

Busy on

Election Day

Choosing to cast their ballots in
person or to drop off their mail-in
ballots, voters streamed into the
Rancho Murieta Vote Center at
the CSD Building on Election Day,
Nov. 5. In this photo, Julia Jonas
carefully fills out her ballot in a
voting booth. Photo by Gail Bullen

Sheriff's Office Reports Improved Response Times to RM

Continued from page 1

Cordova contracts with the
Sherift’s Office for police
services inside the city
limits. Tamayo, a captain
with the sheriff’s office,
is the East Division com-
mander and chief of police
for the Rancho Cordova
Police Department. “So |
have two titles, one job,”
he said.

Tamayo said the pro-
posal to transition Rancho
Murieta and Sloughhouse
into the Eastern Division
came from Capt. Vanessa
Vaden, the South Division
commander, about eight
months ago. “The question
was: ‘Why are deputies
coming from so far away
when your division is so
much closer,” he recalled.

After considering the
positives, including the
community’s low volume
of calls, and the negatives,
including an increased
workload for the East
Division, they quietly
implemented a trial period
in May.

Since the East Division
began answering calls, “It
has increased our work-
load by about 5%, which is
something we could easily
manage,” Tamayo said.

The main advantage
for residents has been
the decrease in response
times. Asked to elaborate,
Tamayo said that deputies
are typically patrolling the
East Division and aren’t
coming from the police sta-
tion when dispatched to a
call in Rancho Murieta. “It
depends on the time of day
and the type of call because
sometimes we come with
lights and sirens,” he said.
“I can’t give you the exact
figure. But it is probably 50
to 60% better, and we are
working on that.”

The trial period statistics
also revealed a decrease
in calls for service. “This
community has got to have
the lowest calls for ser-
vice in the entire county,”
Tamayo remarked.

Although Rancho
Murieta has some prop-
erty crime, which is always
unacceptable, the num-
bers remain relatively low.
“Overall this is a very safe
community,” he said.

Asked about East
Division patrol staff-
ing, Tamayo said the top
managers and supervi-
sors - three lieutenants and
six sergeants have dou-
ble duties at both agencies.
However, 24 patrol posi-
tions are solely dedicated
to the East Division. Other
staff includes two Problem-
Oriented Police officers

and a community service
officer who deals with
parking.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Tamayo said the
transition into the East
Division had only received
official approval a week
earlier. The first compo-
nent was securing approval
from the Chief of Patrol
Services. The second was
“looking over the data over
the course of an extended
period of time to make sure
it made sense,” he said.

POP officers

Deputy Joe Gordon and
Sgt. Mike McCoy, both
Problem-Oriented Police
officers, shared some of
their experiences inside
the community. Gordon
said residents have prob-
ably seen him *“creeping
around the community in
his unmarked black car” in
the four weeks he has been
on the job. He has han-
dled only one complaint
in the Village. But when
he “poked his head in at
sheriff’s service center”
inside the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District Building, he
learned about some graf-
fiti at Calero Reservoir. He
photographed it and sent it
to the gang division.

Gordon told the audi-
ence that the easiest way
to reach the POP program
for a long-term public
safety issue that affects
residents in their day-to-
day life would be to email
EastPOP@Sacsheriff.com.

Tamayo encouraged res-
idents who see more urgent
issues such as a suspicious
person or a car to imme-
diately notify the sheriff’s
office. ““You would be sur-
prised how many cases we
can solve or can intervene
before something becomes
a crime, based on citizen
calls,” he said.

McCoy said a case in
point was a recent call
about a suspicious person

Few attend the community meeting held at the RMA Building. Photos by Gail Bullen

Sergeant Michael McCoy, a Problem-Oriented Policing officer,
shares an engaging story about a warrant arrest in Rancho
Murieta. The bail on the warrants was $3.5 million.

CHP Officer Alan Stevens explains how other gated communities have handled traffic

enforcement.

hanging out by Tractor
Supply. When a deputy
contacted the man, he dis-
covered he was wanted on
seven warrants with $3.5
million bail.

“It was pretty petty stuff,
all misdemeanors like drug
possession and trespass-
ing,” McCoy said. “I’'m
guessing that he missed
court and really pissed off
the judge.”

McCoy added that
he would investigate a
tip regarding a home-
less encampment near the
airport.

Sherift’s volunteers

Tamayo and Lisa Gerber,
who manages the Kilgore
Service Center in Rancho
Cordova, addressed the
re-opening of the sheriff’s
service center in Rancho
Murieta. It is currently
being operated by two
Volunteers in Partnership
with the Sheriff (VIPS)
with a third in training.

Tamayo credited Vaden
and Lt. Reid Harris with

the South Division for
bringing the program back
to the community.

Two VIPS are presently
working four hours every
Monday, either taking
reports or providing infor-
mation inside the CSD
office or patrolling the
community. Gerber said
they are recruiting more
VIPS at 916-874-7339 or
volunteer@sacsheriff.com.

In the meantime, Rancho
Murieta residents can
phone the Kilgore Service
Center to get help from
volunteers to file online
reports or answer ques-
tions. It is open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m.
until 5 p.m. She also noted
that the Rancho Murieta
Service Center phone num-
ber, 916-875-2962, rolls
over to the Kilgore Center
when not answered.

Kitman Likes, the crime
prevention specialist for
both entities, also intro-
duced herself. She said
she could help the commu-
nity set up a Neighborhood

Watch program. She also
can process letters of
agency for businesses.
Once signed, the letter
gives the sheriff’s office the
authority to cite trespass-
ers without the owner and
manager being present.

Speeding

Although General
Manager Hart said he prob-
ably knew the answer, he
asked Tamayo if deputies
could provide some traf-
fic enforcement behind
the gates to help curb
a serious problem with
speeders. Tamayo deferred
to Stevens because CHP
handles traffic control in
unincorporated areas.

Stevens said the gen-
eral answer was “no”
because Rancho Murieta
is a private commu-
nity although CHP will
respond to misdemean-
ors such as driving under
the influence. However,
when Stevens worked at
the Placerville CHP office,
he sometimes conducted

traffic enforcement inside
gated communities that had
contracted with the CHP to
provide that service with
off-duty officers. Stevens
offered to put Hart in con-
tact with the right person.

Hart explained that
after the association’s
professional lidar cam-
eras document violations,
RMA can only issue cita-
tions to residents and
their guests. The daunt-
ing problem is the other
two-thirds of the speed-
ing drivers over which the
association has no juris-
diction. Those speeders
are primarily contractors
and vendors, particularly
Amazon drivers.

RMA compliance has
been able to get speed-
ing school buses to slow
down, but Hart hasn’t had
any success with Amazon.
“From mid-January until
now, there have been
about 9,000 violations in
our small little commu-
nity with really excessive
speeds,” Hart said.

Other questions

Audience member Mike
Martel asked about home-
lessness, saying he believes
it is moving into the com-
munity from Amador
County and Sacramento.
Tamayo said being in a
private community has a
silver lining. “If they come
in here, we can remove
them immediately,” he
said.Tamayo also went
into detail about Rancho
Cordova’s collaborative
approach to homelessness
which seems to be more
successful than those in
other cities.

Martel also asked
Tamayo about identifying
sex offenders in the com-
munity. After checking an
app on his phone, Tamayo
said it showed three in the
community. However, he
said the best source would
be the California Megan’s
Law Website. *
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Rancho Murieta Women's Golf Club Hosts Past Captains

GOLF

SCORES

By Nancy Clevenger

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - On Oct. 22,
the Rancho Murieta Women’s Golf Club
(RMWGC) hosted its annual Captain/Past
Captains tournament and luncheon.

This event honors all past RMWGC
captains and is hosted by the current
RMWGC captain.

RMWGC has had a captain every year
since 1975, with several captains serving
multiple years.

There were 16 past captains in atten-
dance at lunch:

Beverly Brown (1995), Connie
Heimbecker (1998), E. Jane White (2000,
2002), Margaret Niederberger (2001),
Sally Davis (2004), Doris Hanson (2005),
Liz Stenstrom (2007), Marily Laver
(2008), Diane Raggio (2009), Melinda
Frost (2010), Mardi Bryant (2012), Judy
Candlish (2013), EI Louise Waldron
(2016), Patty Favero (2019), Joanna
Graf (2022) and Georgella Burnette-Ellis
(2023).

Prior to lunch there was a tournament.
The format was one best ball on odd holes
and two best balls on even holes. In addi-
tion to Captain Melody Hayes, 10 past
captains also competed.

The winners were announced at lunch:

Flight 1:
First Place — Lucia Choi, Alison
Gomez, Patty Jenco, Therese Yannuzzi

Seated, from left, are Diane Raggio, Judy Candlish, Melinda Frost, Mardi Bryant, Marilyn Laver and Beverly Brown. Standing, from left, are Doris
Hanson, Georgella Burnette-Ellis, Melody Hayes, El Louise Waldron, Connie Heimbecker, Margaret Niederberger, E. Jane White, Sally Davis and
Patty Favero. Photo courtesy of RMWGC

Second Place — Melody Hayes, Bonnie
Shewchuk, Jan Valine, Carla Zuehlke

Third Place — Sue Clark, Marlene
Duncan, Patty Favero, Ashlye Shields

Flight 2:
First Place — Georgella Burnette-Ellis,

Nancy Clevenger, Vicki Fargo, Denice
Murk-Kilgour
Second Place — Joanna Graf, Catherine
Silvera, Charlene Steving, Pat Valdez
Third Place — Margaret Niederberger,

Alicia Newman, Liz Stenstrom, Melissa

Stepanick

There was a great turnout for the event
with over 60 ladies attending.

In addition to a wonderful lunch, there
was much laughter and reminiscing.

By all accounts a good time was had by
all, and roses were in order to honor all of
our past captains. *

MLB’s Athletics Announce 2025 Regular Season Home Game Times

Athletics News Release

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - First pitch
of the A’s inaugural game at Sutter Health
Park in West Sacramento will take place
at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, March 31, as the
Athletics take on the Chicago Cubs.
Across the 81-game home slate, the A’s
will play 60 night games, including 25 of
their 28 games in June and July. Eleven of
the A’s 21 total day games will be played
in April and May, with only six Sunday

day games scheduled from June through
August. Night games begin at 7:05 p.m.

The home schedule features match-
ups against eight National League
clubs, including the San Diego Padres
(April 7-9), New York Mets (April
11-13), Philadelphia Phillies (May
23-25), San Francisco Giants (July 4-6),
Atlanta Braves (July 8-10), Arizona
Diamondbacks (Aug. 1-3), and Cincinnati
Reds (Sept. 12-14).

The A’s will play at home for three

2024
FALLTRIAL

Effective 11/1/24-12/31/24

PROMOTION

Golf Trial Membership
$555 Monthly Unlimited Golf*

o

Social Trial Membership
$88 Monthly*

>

- Offer for New members only,

Dining and Event
Family Inclusive, Golf Cart options available
(*Some restrictions may apply)

Contact: Chantil Russo (916) 354-3421
crusso@ranchomurietacc.com

privileges

e

popular summer holidays, taking on the
New York Yankees on Mother’s Day
(May 11), the Phillies over Memorial Day
Weekend (May 23-25), and the Giants on
Independence Day (July 4).

The A’s will share Sutter Health Park
with the Sacramento River Cats. MLB and
MiLB have coordinated home schedules
to accommodate both teams, ensuring that
there are no instances in which both teams
play at home on the same day.

The 60 home night games would tie the

Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris

The Sacramento Kings were 2-2 in the
past week, but that doesn’t begin to tell
the tale.

Beginning with a disappointing 116-96
loss to the San Antonio Spurs and conclud-
ing with a thrilling 121-117 win over the
Utah Jazz, the Sac Town ballers had an up
and down week that ended on a high note.

Sadly, injuries played a role, sidelining
big man Domantas Sabonis and newcomer
all-star DeMar DeRozan, both with lower
back issues.

In between the Spurs and the Jazz, saw
the Kings take a tough overtime loss to a
talented Minnesota Timberwolves team,
and win decisively over the Phoenix Suns
by the score of 127-104.

The real story of the week was none other
than the offensive show put on by point
guard DeAaron Fox, who scored a total of
109 points in back-to-back games against
the Timberwolves and the Utah Jazz.

Setting a Sacramento Kings scoring
record, DeAaron put the team on his back
against the Timberwolves, scoring 60 points
and shattering his previous personal record.
Just one game later, with Malik Monk,
DeMar DeRozan, and Domantas Sabonis
sidelined with injuries, Fox backed up his
60-point performance with 49 more, this
time in a win over the Jazz.

Thanks to the offensive explosion of
DeAaron Fox, the Kings now have a
player in the top ten in scoring. DeAaron
is currently #6 in the NBA in scoring, and
remarkably the Kings are the only team
in the NBA to feature three players with
a scoring average of 20 points or higher
per game.

In addition to raising his scoring aver-
age, DeAaron is fifth in the league in steals,
averaging 1.8 per game. | look for Fox to
challenge the top spot in steals as the sea-
Son wears on.

Overall, the Kings are off to an 8-6 start,
and most pundits and fans alike are well
aware that their record could be decidedly
better.

It took a few games for DeRozan to
become completely comfortable with
his teammates, and that should be taken
for granted.

Since the first few games, DeMar has
been the perfect fit, and teams are having

1968 A’s for the most in a season in fran-
chise history.

A’s season tickets for 2025 are on sale
now and will be released in phases.

Current A’s season ticket holders will
be notified when seats comparable to their
2024 plan are available to purchase.

Fans who have placed a season ticket
deposit will be notified based on priority
when tickets are available for purchase.
Single-game tickets will go on sale in
early 2025. *

SACRAMENTO

KINGS
'

a difficult time trying to figure out who the
go-to player is going to be. The Kings are
spreading the boy to everyone on the court
including Keegan Murray, who has had an
up and down start to the season as it relates
to scoring.

Keegan has made a noticeable move for-
ward as he has focused on rebounding and
improving his defensive efficiency.

Domantas continues to rebound with
ferocity, and the rebounding champion of
the past two seasons, is currently #2 in the
NBA behind big man Nikola Jokic.

Nursing a sore back, Sabonis is on the
sidelines, and with nothing definite coming
from the Kings organization, Domantas is
day to day.

So, what kind of a report card should
the Kings receive as they play in their
15th game against the Atlanta Hawks on
Monday night.

I give the team a solid B, considering the
addition of DeMar DeRozan and under-
standing it takes time for a starting five
to jell.

Let’s not forget the energy and scoring
punch that Malik Monk brings to this team,
and the sooner we see Malik back in action,
the better off the Kings will be. Reportedly,
Malik has a week to go before he’ll be
ready for any hardwood action.

Sadly, after witnessing what | consider
to be one of the worst officiating seasons
in the past 50 years last season, the zebras
were back to their old ways Saturday night
and were it not for Kings ability to chal-
lenge two horrific calls by the referees, the
Kings would have likely lost to the Utah
Jazz.

I have no answer for what the NBA
needs to do, but clearly the officiating is
sadly lacking in quality, and this has not
always been the case.

I credit the NBA with putting challenges
into the mix, but there is still more that
needs to be done.

Meanwhile, keep the faith Kings fans.
This team is showing a lot of bright spots,
so let’s get everyone healthy and see if
the Sac Town boys can get on a winning
streak!

All the best Kings fans!

Your thoughts are always welcome at
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *
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Village Craft Fair Becomes Christmas Shopping Mecca

R e

Early Christmas shoppers looking for unique presents found themselves in paradise at the
annual Murieta Village Craft Fair and Bake Sale on Nov. 2. In photo left, Addie Shepherd
admires artwork created by Village resident Tamsen Fox. In photo right, Village Crafters Sandy
Weber, left, and Julie Wilder watch as customer Melanie Kramer checks out a colorful muffler.
This event serves as the primary fundraiser for the Murieta Village Social Committee. Proceeds
are dedicated to organizing memorial services in the clubhouse for residents who have passed
away and to purchase clubhouse amenities and equipment. Photos by Gail Bullen

Donnelly To Be Honored
as Wilton Parade Marshal

By Patsy Nemetz

Patsy Nemetz is the chair of the
Sacramento County Service Area 4B
Council, known informally as the
Cosumnes Parks & Rec Council. The
council is presenting the Wilton Winter
Festival on Dec. 7.

WILTON, CA (MPG) - Some people leave
their mark on a community. In Wilton,
we have an annual event, the Wilton
Winter Festival and Parade, which pres-
ents us with the opportunity to recognize
those among us who have shaped this area
we know and love. This year, the Grand
Marshal of the Wilton Parade will be our
very own Corky Donnelly, who is best
known for managing Sheldon Feed &
Supply for around 40 years. His steadfast
commitment to helping others has made
a real difference in our community for
generations.

The beginning:

Corky Donnelly was born in 1950 and
spent his early years in Oakdale, Calif. —
the “Cowboy Capital of the World.” He
was one of six children and, at the age of
15, began working at Oakdale Feed and
Seed, started by his father the year Corky
was born. Over the years, the business
consisted of multiple Northern California
feed stores and in 1962 Sheldon Feed was
added to the list. Corky worked after-
noons and weekends at Oakdale Feed and
Seed through high school, then attended
Modesto Junior College. Upon graduation
from MJC, Corky went to work full time
for his father; the only one of the six chil-
dren to take on the family business. When
asked what made him want to be involved
in the feed business, he answered frankly,
“I love it. It’s as simple as that.”

On Family:

Corky married his wife, Teena, in
1980 and in 1981 welcomed the first of
their four children. In 1982, with a tiny
daughter in tow, Corky and Teena came
to Sheldon Feed to relieve the manager
during a medical leave. When the manager
did not return, Corky and Teena took over
the operation with Teena and the baby in
the office doing the books and Corky man-
ning the store. Forty-something years
later, Corky is still at the helm with Teena
by his side. He says, “Teena has been my
partner the whole time.” They are “part-
ners for life.”

As the family grew, the hard work con-
tinued. The Donnellys worked a lot, raised
the kids, and were involved a variety of
activities. There were years of soccer
games and countless 4-H and FFA proj-
ects that kept them busy. At one point,
their sheep project included 30 ewes.
Corky recounted that every year, without
fail, there would be lambs that needed bot-
tle feeding. The kids would put diapers on
the lambs and raised them in the house.
Corky and Teena chuckled as they remi-
nisced about the lambs jumping into their
laps and sleeping in bed with the kids.

Because they worked a lot, they didn’t
take lavish vacations. The Donnellys
enjoyed taking the family on camping
trips into the mountains to hike and fish.
They loved it when the kids got older and
would bring their friends out to Wilton
to enjoy the country life, having barbe-
cues, fishing and enjoying campfires out
back. The couple has always loved the
outdoors and Mother Nature and still try
to spend time outdoors hiking, camping,
fishing and hunting whenever possible.
As they reflected on the times raising their

]

0 sk

,\\ -

Corky Donnelly, the longtime operator of Sheldon Feed & Seed, is to be the grand marshal in
the Wilton Winter Festival parade on Dec. 7. File photo by Gail Bullen

children, Corky remarked with Teena’s
agreement, “We cherish those times.”

And the Donnellys love their family tra-
ditions. Every year since Corky got his
hunting license in 1961, they have gath-
ered for the opening day of dove season on
Sept. 1. For decades, they have hosted the
event at their home, welcoming the family
including all the kids, their spouses, and
their six grandchildren.

On Wilton:

Arriving in Wilton in the early 80s was
strange for the Donnellys. They said their
hometown of Oakdale felt much farther
away than it seems now. They were struck
by the lack of trees in the area (In the 80s,
Wilton was mostly pastureland and poul-
try farming). “It really didn’t feel like an
established community back then.” Their
current neighborhood was a 100-acre field
that produced corn in the summer and
wheat in the winter.

But as time passed, neighborhoods
began to develop, with many trees
being planted which changed the land-
scape. Now, Corky and Teena enjoy their
neighbors, who are also great friends. In
addition to driving to the other houses in
their golf carts to enjoy a meal together
or to visit, they have many traditions.
One of their favorites takes place during
Christmastime, when they decorate their
golf carts and take a fire pit to the end of
the street. There, they light a fire and wait
for the Wilton Firefighters to pass by with
their fire truck adorned with holiday dec-
orations, indulging them with a flash of
lights and sirens at the fire in the fire pit.

On Business:

Since the Donnellys’ arrival at Sheldon
Feed in 1982, they have made lasting
friendships across generations of Wilton
residents. From the old timers that told of
a Grant Line Road with almost no cars, to
the children of children coming in for 4-H
project advice, there have been many great
friendships. And the clientele has evolved
over the years, which required Corky to be
flexible and change with the times. Several
decades ago, the customers were primar-
ily large, commercial dairies, feedlots,
and cattlemen; today it is mostly smaller
ranchers. Corky has always been com-
mitted to changing with the community.
Although he has passed the management
of Sheldon Feed on to his son, Corky
- at 74 years old - is still going to work
every day and helping people (although

now it is usually one of their other stores,
Robinson’s Feed in Lodi).

Corky is quite a storyteller and has no
shortage of tales from his years at Sheldon
Feed. As he recounted stories from the
past, he was on his feet demonstrating
how to coax a newborn calf to accept a
bottle. He and Teena recalled the phone
ringing in the middle of the night with
customers needing advice; and how Corky
slept all night with a 4-H person’s sick pig
because the County Fair was the next day;
and how Corky would keep the store open
well past the stated hours on Christmas
Eve so customers could finish their last
minute shopping - as Teena and the kids
waited in the car to go to their own family
Christmas dinner. Corky says, “Honestly,
I love helping people. It’s hard work, but
people come into our stores with ques-
tions on how to raise animals, what to feed
them, and how to care for them. 1 just
very much enjoy helping people live this
lifestyle. Always have.”

When asked about the changes Corky
has seen over the years, he described the
economic down cycles they have experi-
enced. He feels we are in one now and
has been through the process three or four
times since he started in business. He says,
“It’s always tough for about a year or two,
then it slowly gets better. They come and
go. It’ll get better.”

In Corky’s opinion, the most reward-
ing aspect of his business has been the
customers. He says, “So many of the
friends we have made were customers
first.” Corky and Teena both describe their
patrons from the community as friendly,
quality, wholesome people. When reflect-
ing on his career, Corky states, “It’s been a
great lifestyle. We’ve worked hard, we’ve
made a good living doing what we love to
do - living the rural lifestyle.

Favorite Memories:

When Corky was 16 or 17 years old,
he became the community Santa Claus,
dressing up in a costume purchased for
him by the City of Oakdale. His dad
would allow him a day or two off work to
make his rounds. He visited the hospital
first, starting around 5 p.m. to talk with the
elderly people in their rooms and deliver
a small gift.

Then he visited individual homes; the
owners invited some of their neighbors in
advance and left a bag of presents outside
in the bushes, arranging for Corky to have
a list of their kids’ names and gifts they

community changes over 40 years. Courtesy
photo

had requested from Santa.

Corky’s routine was to throw pebbles on
the roof to mimic reindeer hooves as he
approached the house with a hearty, “Ho
ho ho!” and calling out to his reindeer. The
children would come to the door, amazed
that Santa was there in person, and Corky
would go in to deliver the gifts to the chil-
dren and sing a few Christmas carols. He
attempted to limit each visit to 20 minutes
and still didn’t finish until around 1 a.m.
His services became so popular that there
were waiting lists for Santa and people
from neighboring towns were requesting
visits. Corky was the anonymous Oakdale
Santa for 15 plus years until his daugh-
ter was born. When he finally decided to
retire, there was an article on the front
page of the Oakdale Leader dedicated to
the loss of the City of Oakdale’s beloved
Santa Claus.

On the Future:

The Donnellys have seen a lot of
changes within our community over the
years. Corky isn’t crazy about the idea of
developers building thousands of homes,
but he is happy to have witnessed the
growth and development of the Wilton
community. He has seen positive changes
to the landscape with neighborhoods pop-
ping up all around. “We have a post office
now, the Dillard Store has been remod-
eled and improved, and Dillard School has
been remodeled and enlarged. We have a
lot of stuff today we didn’t have 30 or 40
years ago,” he said.

And for anyone looking to make a pos-
itive impact, he advises, “Get involved.”
He is excited about the community events
we currently have; the Wilton Winter
Festival included and would like to see
more opportunities for the people of
Wilton to get together.

Corky offered his perspective in the rear
view: We have done a “lot of hard work,
made a good living, we support the com-
munity and the community supports us.
It’s been a wonderful ride.”

With any luck, Corky’s ride as Grand
Marshal of the Wilton Winter Festival
Parade will convey the gratitude of our
community for the many years of diligent
service he has provided.

Please join us at the Wilton Winter
Festival and Parade on Dec. 7 at the
Wilton Community Center. The event
will include vendors, free crafts for kids
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., a youth choir
performance, the parade at noon, and free
cookies and hot cocoa for the kids follow-
ing the parade.

Parade applications and a schedule
of events can be found on the Wilton
Community Center Facebook page. We
hope to see you there. *



