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One Call Sends a 
Roofer Not a Salesman

•   Free Estimates
•   Licensed & Insured
• Roofing
• Gutters
• Siding
• Windows

w w w. rob e r t roof i ng and gu t t e rs .com

Serving the South Shore and 
Surrounding Areas

Robert Greene - 857-247-8709

@RobertRoofing
AndGuttersInc

NO  
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JUST HONEST 
PRICING!

• Residential
• Rubber
• Flat Roofs

Dogtopia of Franklin Village
475 Franklin Village Dr • 508-964-3695

Scan to 
learn more!

The Show Must Go on!
FHS Senior Steps Up to Lead Peers in aftermath of Staff Cuts

By J.D. O’Gara

Jason “Jace” Dimatteo is 
just 17, and he became presi-
dent of  the Franklin High 
School Theatre Company 
(FHSTC) last year, at the end 
of  his junior year. In the mean-
time, a Proposition 2 1/2 over-
ride came to a vote in Franklin 
and didn’t pass. Franklin High 
School’s theatre arts teacher, 
Skylar Grossman, was let go, 
and Theatre Arts was essen-
tially dropped as a course of  
study.

“At the beginning of  this 
year, we were a little lost,” says 
Jace, who had never directed 
but still wanted to put on a 
play with other students this 
fall. He had seen The Outsid-
ers, on Broadway, and felt the 
“timeless” theme was ideal for 
FHSTC to perform, but he 
needed to do some convinc-
ing. “It was stressful,” he says, 
“It seemed like every idea we 
had and brought to adminis-
tration was just shot down im-

mediately. There wasn’t a clear 
solution on what we could do 
to run the show, because there 
had to be faculty supporting 
our rehearsals.”

Dimatteo was determined 
to make The Outsiders happen 
one way or another. The senior 
planned a production calen-

dar, character work activities, 
learned to set up a ticketing 
website, applied for the rights 
to put on the show by himself, 
printed posters, created pro-
grams and did his own photo-

Services Move to Parish 
Hall & Chapel after St. 
Mary’s Fire
Arsonist Remains at Large, Fund for Repair 
Created
By J.D. O’Gara

Although services in the main 
portion of  St. Mary’s Catholic 
Parish in Franklin remained sus-

pended in late November, church 
business rebounded rather quickly 
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AlwaysAlways going  going AboveAbove & Beyond. & Beyond.
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or  
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In November, the Franklin High School Theatre Company 
presented the play The Outsiders, a story of “greasers”  
(cast shown here) and “soc’s.” Senior Jason Dimatteo, FHSTC 
president this year, assumed a leadership role in lieu of a teacher, 
rallying students to work hard to create a successful production.  
Photos by Jason Dimatteo.

St. Mary’s parishioners lined up to express love and support to church 
leaders following the first Mass, held outdoors, after a fire believed to 
have been set took place at the church October 23rd.
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shoot for promotional activities. 
“I acted like I knew what I was 
doing. It was hard. I had to think 
of  every possible situation that 
could arise,” he says.

The hesitant go-ahead came, 
if  a faculty member would be 
present during rehearsals. Jace 
and other FHSTC students had 
to ask FHS teachers to volunteer 
time, and many generously com-
plied.

“As we got further into weeks 
of  it, (asking teachers to vol-
unteer) became a burden, and 
I hated to ask them, but I also 
knew we had to open our show,” 
says Dimatteo, “In the end, they 
came together and really pushed 
through. I am really grateful,” he 
says, thanking Ms. Amy Edson, 
Mr. Kevin Enos, Ms. Danielle 
Laplante, Ms. Shelly Laquinta, 
Ms. Helen Hoffenberg, Ms. Gina 
Johnson, Ms. Madelyn Degutis, 
Ms. Maria Gentile, Ms. Kather-
ine Quigley, Ms. Jennifer Briggs 
and Mr. David Soulard. 

Between 50-60 students were 
involved in the production.

“I think the way Jason stepped 
up was so amazing,” says sopho-
more Kayla Harwood, part of  
the crew. “I know many people 
who have no comfort at school 
and T-co (sic) is the only thing 

they look forward to at the end 
of  a school day.” 

In October, the school was, 
ultimately, able to hire a theatre 
advisor and program director on 
a part-time basis through the rest 
of  the year – Chloe Selznick, a 
2020 FHS graduate who recently 
her BFA from Hofstra University.

 “When I saw the override 
wasn’t going to go through, I 
needed to do something to help. 
I wouldn’t have made it through 
(high school) without theatre and 
the music program,” says Sel-
znick a former FHSTC student.

Describing the current 
FHSTC students as “a very resil-

ient and passionate group,” Sel-
znick takes her hat off to Jason. 
“Without an adult in the room, 
he had to take charge. There was 
a lot of  student effort as well,” 
she says. 

“I feel like I’m getting a lot of  
recognition for the whole pro-
gram, but it really couldn’t be 
done without every single person 
we have doing what they do,” 
says Jason, proud of  the students 
he directed, “I hope that people 
can learn that the things that they 
love shouldn’t’ be limited by any-
thing.”

Jason heavily credits fellow se-
nior Eden Donovan, 

“I was both the head of  set 
design and construction for the 
company, and I’m the social 
media ambassador and market-
ing manager,” says Donovan, 

who also acted as “Dallas” in the 
play. Donovan, pleased with the 
outcome, says she’s “very grate-
ful that we have all these people 
that are willing to get involved 
and stay involved and fight for 
this company,” admitting it took 
“a lot of  trial and error” to get 
things off the ground, including 
the set build.

“We didn’t really have a tech 
director locked in for the year 
or any idea of  when we would 
get that figured out,” explains 
Donovan, adding, “(The school 
administration) wanted it to be 
safe, and even though most of  
our tech crew does know how 
to be safe with tools, because of  
Stagecraft classes in the past, they 
wanted to make sure we had su-
pervision.” Luckily, Mr. Ryan 
Fitzgerald, who had worked as 

tech director in the past, volun-
teered. “He came in for a day 
after doing CORI checks and 
getting all set up with the admin-
istration, and we built the whole 
set in one day,” says Donovan.

“(The Outsiders) was a differ-
ent experience than past theater 
shows, but in the end, putting on 
a great show just felt like such a 
wonderful reward for all the hard 
work every member of  T-Co. has 
been putting in to keep this com-
pany alive,” says Riley MacDon-
ald, who acted as “Jerry” in the 
production,” adding, “… I think 
there was no way we were letting 
this program die, so if  it means 
more work to keep doing what 
we love, so be it.”

Junior Charlie Nash, who 
played “Ponyboy,” echoes that 
sentiment. “It felt awesome to be 
a piece of  something that would 
show everybody that we were 
still making awesome things,” he 
says. 

Dimatteo has hopes that in 
the future, students in FHSTC 
will once again have a teacher to 
lead the way. In the meantime, 
he hopes to leave a packet of  re-
sources and tips, “so in the future 
it’s not something (other students) 
have to completely figure out on 
their own,” he says, “I learned 
everything I know about running 
the company from Mr. Gross-
man, and I’m trying to teach as 
much as I know.”
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WE USE ORGANIC COLOR
SERVING MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN  

508-473-5163 • 508-463-4664 • 196 East Main St., Milford

FREE
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EXP. 01/30/2025

wash, cut 
and blow dry

10% OFF
ALL NUTRIENT Products
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$2.00 OFF
Eyebrow Wax
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beforeandafteratalwayshair.com

Dimatteo took on a lot of jobs in 
addition to director of the show, 
including designing this program.

In the end, The Outsiders drew a sizable audience and was well received, 
and Dimatteo expressed pride in the students and their hard work, as 
well as gratitude to the adults who helped.

Exsultet Winter Concert December 14th & 15th 
Ring in the holiday season 

with the beautiful sounds of  Ex-
sultet as elite singers from local 

towns present their annual win-
ter concert. This year’s perfor-
mance, “Best Time of  the Year,” 

was curated to celebrate the sea-
son’s joyful moments. Join us on 
Saturday, December 14, 2024 at 
7 p.m. at First Congregational 
Church, 725 Washington Street, 
Holliston, MA and on Sunday, 
December 15, 2024 at 2 p.m. at 

Allin Congregational Church, 
683 High Street, Dedham, MA 
for an evening of  music, nostal-
gia, and the magic of  Christmas! 

Visit www.exsultet.us for more 
information. 

Full Boneless
PRIME RIB
Feeds approx. 14 people

INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 
au jus & dessert

$499.99

Half Boneless
PRIME RIB

Feeds approx. 7 people
INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 

au jus & dessert
$259.99

Pumpkin Bread
$16.99 per dz.

Cinnamon Rolls
$16.99 per dz.

Onion Rolls
$16.99 per dz.

ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY DEC. 22nd

& PICKED UP ON DEC. 24th BETWEEN 1 & 3 PM
PLEASE ORDER EARLY! CALL 508-478-0871PLEASE ORDER EARLY! CALL 508-478-0871

New England Steak and Seafood
11 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF
CHOOSE COOKED FOR YOU ($10 UPCHARGE) OR READY TO COOK 

REHEATING OR COOKING DIRECTIONS INCLUDED
Let Us Do The Work For You!
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Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477  |  cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com  |  franklinlawgroupma.com

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will 
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect 
your children, your home and all of your assets.  As a seasoned 
personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal 
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect 
you or any of your loved ones.

Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future.

Planning and preparing your Estate today Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.which brings peace of mind to everyone.

Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.

Don’t Forget to Take a Tag! 
Santa Foundation Giving Trees in Multiple Locations
By J.D. O’Gara

The Santa Foundation, each year, works with 
several generous community partners to help make 
the holidays special for those in Franklin and sur-
rounding towns who are experiencing financial 
hardships. These partners provide the location of  
“Giving Trees,” adorned with gift wish tags neigh-
bors can take, fulfill and return to each location. 
These gifts will be distributed by the Santa Foun-
dation. Giving Trees are placed at the following 
locations:

•	 Advanced Auto, 45 Pulaski Blvd. Bellingham
•	 Grove Street Auto, 79 Grove Street, Franklin
•	 James Breakfast & More, 850 Franklin St., 

Wrentham
•	 King Street Cafe, 390 King St., Franklin
•	 Middlesex Bank, 1000 Franklin Village Drive, 

Franklin

•	 Norfolk Credit Union, 194 Main St., Norfolk
•	 Postal Center, 279 E Central Street, Franklin
•	 Postal Center, 9 Medway Rd., Ste. C, Milford
•	 Postal Center, 14 Milliston Rd., Millis
•	 Salon Elan, Inc., 9 Summer St., Ste. 102, 

Franklin
In addition to the “Giving Tree” locations, al-

though no trees are put up at the following loca-
tions, these community partners graciously collect 
and deliver gifts for The Santa Foundation:

•	 Franklin Police Department, 911 Panther 
Way, Franklin

•	 Medway Police Department, 315 Village St., 
Franklin 

•	 Norfolk Fire Department, 117 Main St, Nor-
folk

For more information, visit www.sfjoy.org.

Specializing in ALL Plumbing Repairs &
ALL types of Water Heater Installations

LOCAL RESIDENT: 508-663-7132
Drains-R-Us.com

LICENSED LICENSED 
& INSURED& INSURED CHECK US OUT!

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL

10% OFF FOR NEW
CUSTOMERS

NO JOB TOO SMALLNO JOB TOO SMALL
DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR 

CITIZENS & VETERANSCITIZENS & VETERANS

after a fire last month, resuming 
weekend and daily Masses of  
late October in the Chapel and 
Sacred Heart Hall portions of  
the building. The Mass schedule 
is Monday – Friday, 7 a.m., Sat-
urdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 
7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., with 
livestream currently unavailable 
due to the fire.

Fr. Bob Poitras of  St. Mary’s 
expressed happiness that ser-
vices at the church could resume 
in some fashion. As he noted 
in Facebook post in late Octo-
ber, “This is great news that we 
can at least return to some use 
of  our church so quickly. While 
it will not always feel ideal, at 
least we can join together again 
in our church in some form and 
fashion. We will all need to have 
patience as we continue to move 
forward and make the best of  
what we have.” 

The fire that damaged St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Franklin yesterday evening is still 
being investigated as arson and 
investigators are asking for the 
public’s help, said Franklin Fire 
Chief  James G. McLaughlin, 

Franklin Police Chief  Thomas 
J. Lynch, and State Fire Marshal 
Jon M. Davine. 

A press release issued imme-
diately following the fire from the 
Fire Marshall’s office noted that 
the fire departments of  Norfolk, 
Wrentham, Medway, Belling-
ham, and Plainville provided mu-
tual aid at the scene of  the fire. 
The Foxborough Fire Depart-
ment provided station coverage. 

As of  late November, (Local 
Town Pages press time) the ar-
sonist remained at large.

“We’re asking anyone with 
information on this fire to share 
it with investigators,” said State 
Fire Marshal Davine. “Call the 
Arson Watch Reward Program 
at 1-800-682-9229. Tipsters can 

remain anonymous if  they wish.”
The Arson Watch Reward 

Program is coordinated by the 
Massachusetts Property Insur-
ance Underwriting Associa-
tion and offers rewards of  up to 
$5,000 for information that de-
tects or prevents arson crimes.

Following the fire, on Sunday 
morning, October 27th, mem-
bers of  St. Mary’s Parish turned 
out by the hundreds to attend 
Sunday Mass outdoors behind 
the St. Mary’s School, with news 
crews attending and Franklin 
police standing by. Following 
the Mass, parishioners lined up 
in droves to embrace their three 
pastors in a mutual show of  sup-
port. Churchgoers Local Town 
Pages spoke with expressed com-
passion.

“I feel very sad that this per-
son, whoever it is, has such deep 
wounds and dark thoughts. I 
don’t’ think this person under-

stands how much good there is 
in the church, how many people 
love the church and their God, 
because, if  they did, I don’t’ think 
they would have done that,” said 
parishioner Donna Strok, a fifth 
generation Franklin resident 
whose family has always attended 
the church.

“I feel sad at what happened 
and so very proud of  our pas-
tor, Fr. John, the whole staff, ev-
eryone who came together, as 
Franklin does, and as St. Mary’s 
does,” added another church-
goer, Donna O’Neil.

Later, the Franklin Interfaith 
Council offered a venue for those 
outside the St. Mary’s commu-
nity to show their support, with 
a gathering entitled, Franklin 
Celebration of  Love and Diver-
sity: Responding to Violence with 
Compassion and Unity.” Various 
faith leaders in the community 
offered support to St. Mary’s and 

words of  encouragement, heal-
ing and solidarity. Franklin Town 
Council Chair Tom Mercer also 
spoke at the ceremony, offering 
thoughts and prayers on behalf  
of  the Town and its members. 

“…We are here as one com-
munity, and we all stand with 
you as you continue the healing 
process from this unthinkable 
act…,” said Mercer.

Those who would like to sup-
port reconstruction and repair of  
the damaged areas in the church 
are directed to the ongoing Saint 
Mary Parish Fire Fund. If  you 
would like to donate, please 
send checks to St. Mary Parish, 
1 Church Square, Franklin, MA 
20238 or visit

https://www.osvhub.com/st-
marysfranklin/giving/funds. 

For information on church 
services, visit www.stmarysfrank-
lin.org. 

FIRE
continued from page 1

Although services have now resumed in the chapel and parish halls 
(not the main church), the outdoor Mass on October 27th drew 
hundreds of parishioners.

Members of the Franklin Interfaith Council put together a show of 
support for St. Mary’s on Town Common in the aftermath of the fire.
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Franklin Law Group Offers One-On-One Big City Legal 
Experience Right in Your Backyard 

Attorney Daniel Cardinal 
of  the Franklin Law Group has 
been practicing as a civil trial at-
torney for more than 30 years. 

“Most of  my career was spent 
practicing as a trial lawyer in the 
Boston area. I have tried multiple 
civil litigation jury trials to suc-
cessful verdicts in courts around 
the Commonwealth of  Massa-
chusetts,” said Cardinal, who has 
lived in Franklin for over 35 years. 
“In 2020, during the COVID-19 
pandemic, I disbanded my Bos-
ton law firm, where I was manag-
ing partner, and moved my law 
practice to Franklin.” 

And Franklin Law Group, 
located at 1 Fisher Street, was 
formed. 

Franklin Law Group’s prac-
tice areas include personal injury, 
motor vehicle collisions, mo-
torcycle accidents, commercial 
slip and fall incidents, wrongful 
deaths, dog/domestic animal at-
tacks, medical malpractice, estate 
planning, and business law.

The firm specializes in estate 
planning for both individuals 
and families. This includes cre-
ating wills, powers of  attorney, 
healthcare proxies, and trusts to 
protect individual and family as-
sets. If  needed, they can also rep-
resent individuals or families with 
contested estates and the admin-
istration of  an estate in Probate 
Court .

It is its individual service that 
makes Franklin Law Group dif-
ferent from other firms. 

“Franklin Law Group is 
unique in that we provide in-
dividual service to each of  our 
clients, in person and on a one-
on-one basis,” said Cardinal. 
“When you hire Franklin Law 
Group, you will personally deal 
with, and speak with, me at each 
stage of  your claim. I, and my 
personal paralegal Traci, will 
both work with you throughout 
the entire process to ensure your 
individual needs are addressed. 
We are not a large law firm that 
simply takes in cases and refers 
them out to other law firms or 
attorneys; when Franklin Law 
Group accepts your case, you 
will be personally represented by 
me throughout your entire claim. 
We believe in, and we practice, 
personal customer service at its 
highest level.”

Franklin Law Group’s typical 
clients for personal injury claims 

are generally from the MetroW-
est area though the firm does 
have clients in multiple states 
across the country who are look-
ing for professional and personal 
representation. 

“This is also true for our estate 
planning clients who are looking 
for a personal one-on-one service 
from a knowledgeable attorney 
who can address their unique, 
personal and family estate plan-
ning needs. Our estate planning 
clients are also generally local 
clients from the MetroWest area, 
including Franklin and surround-
ing towns,” said Cardinal.  

He added, “I have lived in 
Franklin for over 35 years and 
have raised four children through 
the Franklin school systems. I 
have been actively involved in 
the town representing citizens 
groups and have participated in 
coaching youth sports for over 10 
years. I am a member of  several 
organizations in town and have 
enjoyed all that this town has to 
offer as a community of  caring 
individuals.” 

Franklin Law Group offers 
free consultations on any claim 
or personal matter. Consultations 
are done by phone or in person. 
If  the potential case is accepted 
by Franklin Law Group, your 
representation will begin that day. 

For more information or a free 
consultation, visit www.franklin-
lawgroupma.com or contact At-
torney Daniel Cardinal directly 
at (617) 277-3477 or  cardinal@
franklinlawgroupma.com. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

“In 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic,  
I disbanded my Boston law firm, where I was managing 

partner, and moved my law practice to Franklin.”  
                                      -Attorney Daniel Cardinal 

                              Franklin Law Group

“The legal team at Frank-
lin Law has been exceptional 
to deal with. They have their 
clients in mind through the 
entire legal process and I’m 
elated to work with such 
a professional group. Dan 
Cardinal, specifically, went 
above and beyond!”

- C.S., Client Testimonial

Franklin Law Group resolves 
wrongful death of single mother 
with two minor children 

   A recent case resolved by Attorney Daniel Cardinal related to 
the wrongful death of  a single mother that occurred in the State of  
Texas; she had two minor children. 

   “The single mother was a passenger in a car that was rear-
ended by another driver in a truck. The single mother was killed 
instantly. The single mother was in the State of  Texas trying to start 
a new life for her family. Her two children were in Massachusetts 
waiting for their mother to bring them to Texas to be with her.”

   Franklin Law Group brought claims against the negligent truck 
driver but there was no insurance coverage available, and the driver 
of  the truck had no other assets available. After investigating the 
insurance coverage of  the car in which the mother was a passenger, 
plus the single mom’s personal auto insurance, the firm identified 
uninsured motorist insurance coverage.

   Franklin Law Group was then required to initiate probate in 
the Massachusetts Probate Court to establish and administer the 
single mom’s estate for the benefit of  her two children. 

   All assets were identified and liquidated for the benefit of  the 
minor children. Franklin Law Group then created a long-term trust 
for the children to ensure the proceeds would be administered for 
them at key points throughout their lives. 

   Said Cardinal, “Franklin Law Group went above and beyond 
to provide personal service to the estate as well as to the children 
individually. I met with the children and with the children’s relatives 
on several occasions to ensure all parties understood the multiple 
steps required to resolve this matter. The extended relatives and the 
children appreciated the personal service that was provided.” 

PAID ARTICLE

Corporate Dinners • Rehearsal Dinners •  
Bridal & Baby Showers • Graduations • and more

PRIVATE DINING 
AT 3

Our contemporary, beautifully appointed 
private dining rooms provide the perfect 
backdrop for your event. 3 has the 
menu, and atmosphere, to suit the most 
discerning tastes.

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA 
3-restaurant.com

Up to 150 guests

For more information contact Jasmine at 
jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

Our contemporary, beautifully appointed 
private dining rooms provide the perfect 
backdrop for your event. 3 has the menu, 

and atmosphere, to suit the most 
discerning tastes.

Up to 150 guests
Corporate Dinners 

Rehearsal Dinners

Bridal & Baby Showers

Graduations & more

For more information, contact Jasmine at 
jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA
3-restaurant.com
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At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert 
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you 
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along 
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater 
Boston area.  

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County

Choose Vendetti Collision Center

 We handle your car with the best of 
care every step of the way

Vendetti Motors
 (508) 520-5189 
411 W Central St | Franklin, MA 02038
Lic# RS0002838

• Free Estimates
• Towing Available
• Rental Assistance
• 4.9 stars on google

• We work on most makes and models
• Detailing services
• Lifetime warranty
• State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment

• Large bedroom w/full bath
• Private home in rural setting
• Use of entire home & yard
• Long or short term rental
• $1100/month includes utilities
• No pets

FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT
North Attleboro

AVAILABLE
JAN. 1, 2025

CALL / TEXT 617.803.8672

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Tree Removal
• Pruning/Trimming 
• Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing 
• Stump Grinding

CharronTreeService.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Quality Timely Service!

Brigham & Women’s Gave Her Brother a Second Chance. 
Now She’s Giving 
Back.

By J.D. O’Gara

On an average day in Sep-
tember last year, Heather Bliss, 
of  Medway, got a call from her 
47-year-old brother, Peter, in 
Florida. He had not been feeling 
well for the past 24 hours. Listen-
ing to his symptoms, Heather, a 
nurse, realized he was suffering 
from a heart attack. She urged 
him to call 911. 

Peter ended up in a Florida 
ICU, having suffered a “widow’s 
maker” heart attack, where 
major arteries are completely 
blocked. Although he went 
home, Peter later suffered further 
health decline, so Bliss took him 
back to Boston, to Brigham & 
Women’s Hospital, which imme-
diately admitted him.

“They explained that … ul-
timately, he would need a heart 
transplant,” says Bliss, “So, we 
celebrated his birthday in Janu-
ary, and we celebrated Christmas 
as if  it were his last. It was prob-

ably the hardest year of  my life, 
my mother’s, my sister’s, when 
your loved one is just clinging to 
a miracle.”

Peter begged to stay on the 
organ donor list when he ended 
up in the hospital and an infec-
tion threatened his suitability for 
the procedure, but on March 
21st, after he had voiced a pre-
monition he’d be having the 
transplant the day before, a heart 
became available through whom 
Bliss refers to as “Peter’s angel.”

“We always feel we’re for-
ever indebted to (Brigham & 
Women’s) and their kindness,” 
says Bliss, who was approached 

by hospital to join its Stepping 
Strong 2025 Boston Marathon 
team, which will raise funds 
for the Gillian Reny Stepping 
Strong Foundation, which aims 
to catalyze trauma innovation 
for injured civilians and military 
heroes at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital. Gillian Reny’s life and 
legs were saved in 2013 after she 
was hit by shrapnel during the 
Boston Marathon bombing. 

Although the foundation was 
not directly related to her broth-
er’s treatment, Bliss didn’t hesi-
tate to join the team. “Everyone 
(on the team) is running for some 
reason they want to give back. 
Everybody has the same under-
lying gratitude,” she says.

Peter is now doing okay, al-
though the cocktail of  medica-
tions he needed damaged his 
kidneys to the point Bliss and 
her twin sister Samantha were 
considering donating theirs. 
Peter may need a kidney trans-
plant in the future, but Bliss says, 
“He’s very grateful that he has 
been given a second chance and 
thinks about his organ donor all 
the time.” 

Now, Bliss must raise funds for 
her Brigham & Women team. 
Her first fundraiser will take place 
on December 19th, from 3:30 - 8 
p.m. at the Franklin VFW Post 
3402 at 1034 Pond St., Franklin. 
She and her team of  elves (high 
school students) will wrap Christ-

mas gifts for a $20-$30 donation 
per bag of  gifts. Folks can drop 
off that day or sign up ahead by 
emailing blissheather34@yahoo.
com. 

Later, on January 10th, Urban 
Air will donate 20% of  admis-
sion proceeds to Bliss’ marathon 
fundraiser if  they mention it at 
the door.

Can’t make the fundraisers? 
No problem. Donations can also 
be made through the following 
link:

https://events.brighamand-
womens.org/site/TR/Events/
BostonMarathonRebrand?px
=1180396&pg=personal&fr_
id=1390

Heather Bliss, of Medway, is shown here with her brother Peter, 
after his heart transplant at Brigham & Women’s Hospital. Bliss will 
run the 2025 Boston Marathon for the Gillian Reny Stepping Strong 
Foundation, and her first fundraiser will be a Christmas wrapping 
fundraiser at Franklin VFW Post 3402 on December 19th.
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PROFESSIONAL INSIGHTS

Keep an Eye Out For Signs of a Rodent Infestation This Fall
WPC Pest and Termite Control and the National Pest Manage-
ment Association are sharing the top seven signs that rodents 
have taken up residence in your home

It’s that time of  year again 
— football season, trips to 
your local farm, and crisp, fall 
weather.

But before you break out 
your favorite pumpkin spice-
flavored treats, it’s important to 
remember to keep alert for unin-
vited guests looking to join in on 
the fun. As temperatures begin 
to cool, 

WPC Pest and Termite Con-
trol, in partnership with the 
National Pest Management As-
sociation, is sharing signs home-
owners should look out for that 
could signal a rodent infestation.  

“Disgusting odors that perme-
ate from insulation in attics and 
basements are a sure sign that 
rodents are present,” said Jim 
Mazzuchelli, owner of  WPC. 
“While rodent infestations are 
common throughout the year, 
they are particularly troublesome 
as colder weather arrives and 
food sources diminish. These 

stark changes to their environ-
ment make homes the ideal spot 
for them to hide out in.  

Rodents are able to transmit 
more than 35 diseases to hu-
mans, posing a serious health 
threat to you and your family 
should they find their way into 
your homes insulation.  Con-
tamination from urine and 
droppings will cause serious 
respiratory issues, such as the 
deadly Hantavirus. 

To help keep your family pro-
tected this fall, WPC is offering 
FREE rodent inspections and 
suggestions on decontaminating 
your home.

WPC and the NPMA have 
identified the following top 
seven telltale signs of  a rodent 
infestation:

•	 Droppings: Finding drop-
pings in the home is one of  
the most common signs of  
a rodent infestation. Home-
owners often find these 
where food is stored, such as 
kitchen cabinets or pantries, 

as well as under sinks, inside 
chewed cardboard boxes 
and along baseboards.

•	 Gnaw marks: Rodents will 
chew through almost any 
type of  material to obtain 
food or water, causing seri-
ous damage to a home. Rats 
are also known to gnaw on 
wires behind walls, poten-
tially resulting in dangerous 
house fires.

•	 Nests: Rodents prefer to 
hide in dark, secluded areas 
of  the home and will use 
any materials available to 
build their nest. If  you see 
items such as paper prod-
ucts or cotton strewn about, 
it might be a sign of  a ro-
dent infestation.

•	 Tracks or rub marks: As 
rats follow a trail between 
their nest and food sources 
throughout a home, they 
will often leave dark grease 
or dirt marks along walls 
and floorboards. 

•	 Strange noises: Hearing 
strange noises at night could 
be attributed to a family of  
mice scurrying about the 
house, between the walls 
and up in attics and crawl-
spaces. 

•	 An actual rodent: Mice are 
known to reproduce quickly, 
as a female house mouse can 
give birth to a half-dozen 
babies every three weeks 
or up to 35 young per year. 
Chances are, if  you see one 
mouse in the house, there 
are more hidden behind the 
walls!

•	 Contamination: Odors and 
staining of  ceiling tiles and 
basement insulation is a sign 
of  what could be droppings 
and urine caused by nesting 
rodents having their young.

For more information about 
rodent infestations, visit www.
nobugsnopests.com or CALL 
(508) 435-2211 or contact a li-
censed pest control professional.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.

131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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80 West Central St, Franklin Saturday, Dec. 28th 10am-12pm 

Questions, Email Troop126fundraising@gmail.com -- Thank you for your support! 

Light Up Franklin 2024 
Tuesday, December 31st | Beginning at 6pm 

On Tuesday, December 31st let’s transform our town 
into a beautiful winter community Come together and 
join us in celebrating this New Year’s Eve by lining our 
neighborhoods with candle luminaries! 

Each $12 Kit contains supplies for 10 luminaries: 
10 white bags, 10 votive candles, sand, and instructions 

2 Ways Order Your Luminary Kits: 
1) Online Orders use QR code —>
2) Manual Orders

a. Fill out form below
b.  Make check payable to

BSA Troop 126 Franklin
c. Mail or drop off form & check: 

BSA Troop 126 Franklin
c/o Craig Arnold, Treasurer
37 Hilltop Rd
Franklin, MA 02038
 

Scout: 

Order Your Luminary Kits by Dec. 133th BSA Troop 126 Luminary Kits (Circle Choice) 

Name: 

Address: 

Pick Up* 
Delivery 

(in Franklin +$3) 

Email: 

Phone: 

*Pick Up Location:
Franklin Historical Museum 

*Pick Up Times:
Sunday, Dec. 22nd 1pm-3pm

Drive Around Town and Enjoy! 
Portion of proceeds to benefit 

Franklin Food Pantry and Franklin Historical Society 

1 Kit $12 $15 

2 Kits $24 $27 

3 Kits $36 $39 

4 Kits $48 $51 

5 Kits $60 $63 

Order “Light Up Franklin” Luminary Kit by Dec. 13
Boy Scouts of  America 

Troop 126 is conducting its an-
nual “Light Up Franklin” sale of  
luminary kits, for Franklin resi-
dents and their neighbors to join 
in lighting on New Year’s Eve, 
at 6 p.m.

To participate, Franklin resi-
dents must order luminary kits 
(deadline December 13th) , 
which will be distributed at the 

Franklin Historical Museum at 
80 West Central Street on Sun-
day, December 22nd, from 1-3 
p.m. and Saturday, December 
28th, from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. (A 
portion of  the proceeds is shared 
with both the Franklin Historical 
Museum and the Franklin Food 
Pantry.) Boy Scouts also deliver 
the kits to Franklin residents for 
an extra $3.

5 0 8 - 3 7 6 - 2 8 1 55 0 8 - 3 7 6 - 2 8 1 5
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.WenzelLandscaping.com

• • Landscape 
Design &  
Installation

• • Lawn  
Installation

• • Grading
• • Excavation
• • Drainage  

• • Patios  
• • Walkways  
• • Walls
• • Fire Pits
• • Outdoor 

Kitchens
• • Pool  

Surrounds
  

18
67

93
68

One wreck
won’t wreck
your rates.

NOT AVAILABLE IN EVERY STATE. Feature optional. Subject to terms & conditions. 
Allstate Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Benjamin Insurance Agency
401-767-2061
Bellingham, MA
401-765-5000
North Smithfield, RI

Serving MA & RI
Se Habla Espanol
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Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts, 

powers of attorney and health care proxies.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A WILL 
Wills can name an executor, distribute your property, 
name child guardians, forgive debts and more. And 
having a will means that you—rather than state laws—
decide who gets your property when you die.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY 
A health care proxy names someone you trust as your 
agent to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you, if you are unable.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY  
A durable power of attorney gives extensive power to 
your chosen agent to act on your behalf, in case you 
are incapacitated. Without it, a family member or loved 
one  would have to petition the court for that right.

508.541.3000  |  ANA@ddcrwlaw.com 
124 Grove St., Franklin, MA 02038  |  www.ddcrwlaw.com

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Attorney Amy N. Azza
Over two decades of  
estate planning experience

Now accepting new clients for wills, trusts,  
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

 S

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST
A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets 
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for 

children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather 
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual 

who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of 
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to

petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
Ph: 508.517.4310 Email: AzzaLaw@Outlook.com

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for will, 
trusts, power  of attorney and health care proxies. 

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name 

guardians for children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also 
means that you, rather than your state's laws, decide who gets your 

property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as 

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the 

individual who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a 
Durable Power of Attorney, it would be 

necessary for a family member or loved one to 
petition the court to become the guardian over 

the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

508-308-6285508-308-6285
www.anytimepaintingservices.comwww.anytimepaintingservices.com

• Interior & Exterior
• Wallpaper Removal
• Water Damage Repair
• Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Pressure Wash
• Gutter CleaningCall us for a Free Consultation!Call us for a Free Consultation!

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

Now Open!Now Open!
907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 12-31-2024

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 12-31-2024F F

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

NOW NOW 
ACCEPTING  ACCEPTING  

HOLIDAY ORDERS HOLIDAY ORDERS 
IIn store or onlinen store or online
muffinhousecafe.com

Your Money, Your Independence 

Holiday Cheer and Roth Conversions: A Gift to Your Future Self

Ah, the holiday season… a 
time for joy, gratitude and (un-
fortunately) for some the ritual 
of  cramming late nights to en-
sure they don’t pay more in 
taxes than necessary now and in 
retirement.  

Sure, they could be planning 
for family get-togethers, attend-
ing holiday parties with friends 
or enjoying eggnog by the fire. 
But no, that’s all too festive and 
cheerful. 

Instead, they build spread-
sheets, search IRS interpre-
tations, and obsess about 
miscalculating their household 
adjusted gross income (AGI) 
and threshold $ amount to con-
vert to a Roth IRA. Then when 
the time comes to execute the 
conversion, there is a feeling of  
dread. Like that of  being outside 
in the freezing cold and “tripled 
dog-dared” to stick their tongue 

to a metal pole. 
Let’s discuss a better (and 

safer) way.  

What Is a Roth Conversion?
At its core, Roth conversion is 

like wrapping up retirement sav-
ings into a tidy, tax-advantaged 
gift package. You take funds 
from a traditional IRA or 401(k) 
— accounts taxed when you 
withdraw in retirement — and 
convert them into a Roth IRA. 
In doing so, you pay taxes on the 
converted amount now at your 
income brackets. 

However, once in a Roth, it 
gifts:

•	 Tax-free growth
•	 Tax-free withdrawals in re-

tirement
•	 Removal of  Required Mini-

mum Distributions
•	 Tax-free distributions for 

non-spousal beneficiaries
Make Modeling a Roth Conversion 
Joyous.

Just as giving perfect holiday 
gifts require planning, so does 
Roth conversion. 

In working with clients, ideally 
we build or update their Roth 
conversion model in February or 
March using prior year data with 
intentions of  waiting until De-
cember to run again with actual 
tax data and execute. 

Beyond the adage “measure 
twice, cut once” and making it 
less stressful during the holidays, 
this provides readiness for op-

portunities. One such example 
is converting in a steep market 
decline during the year. If  you’re 
going to hang onto the same se-
curity/strategy, why not convert 
some at a lower value (equals less 
taxation) and allow for time to 
bring price recovery inside the 
Roth IRA instead?
How You Model Makes a Difference

Modeling a Roth conversion 
is like preparing a delicious holi-
day feast - attention to detail and 
coordinated foresight can make 
all the difference. Beyond cur-
rent tax situation, age, goals, and 
cash to pay taxes, there are sev-
eral future questions to answer in 
analysis.

In the near-term, will future 
years have lower taxable earn-
ings to more favorably convert? 
Will your state of  residence 
change and if  so, does your 
taxation change? What are pro-
jected growth rates for Roth, are 
they more aggressive? Should 
they be?

For retirement, have you pro-
jected RMDs at age 73 (75) and 
resulting new tax bracket? Does 
conversion help or hurt Social 
Security and Medicare taxation? 

What’s your expectation of  
future taxation by governments? 

What are your estate plan-
ning wishes?
Respect The Grinch

The pro-rata rule. When 
converting, the IRS combines 
all traditional IRA balances and 
asks about nondeductible con-

tributions, as this portion is not 
taxable. Understand the IRS 
doesn’t allow for conversion of  
just after-tax money. 

It is what it is. Once a Roth 
Conversion is done, it’s done, as 
IRS no longer lets you unwind 
(recharacterize).  

Not all-or-nothing. You can 
develop a plan to spread con-
versions over several years, even 
skip a year or two as needed 
pending AGI levels and ability 
to pay the IRS with non-IRA 
assets.
The Gift of Time and 
Independence

Consistent and well-timed 
Roth conversions can be the 
gifts that keeps on giving — tax-
free growth, tax-free withdraw-
als, and the peace of  mind that 
comes with control. 

May the holiday season bring 
you good cheer and health 
throughout the coming year. 

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER



Page 10	   Franklin Local Town Pages  |  www.franklintownnews.com 	 December 2024

coming to 157 cottage st, franklin

As a 501(c)3 non-profit, we rely on donations
to open our doors and bring inclusive

education through play to the community.

you can be a part of
this story. Please
donate today. 

Children’s Museum of franklin

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 781-551-0266  
 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service

Book your Holiday Lashes now!
Appointments are going fast.

www.justfeliciawi.com
Call Felicia: 781-856-5271
or Email: feesh59@yahoo.com

• Lash Extensions
• Lash Lifts

• Brown Laminations
• Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows

Services offered:

Gift Cards 
Available 

Upcoming Meetings
Franklin Town Council, December 18, 2024, 7 p.m.

Franklin Town Council Office Hours, December 
19, 2024, Franklin Senior Center

Joint Budget Subcommittee: December 17, 2024, 
7 p.m.

Finance Committee: December 11, 2024, 7 p.m.

School Committee: December 10, 2024, 7 p.m.

Planning Board, December 9, December 16, 
2024, 7 p.m.

Newcomers Hold 49th Craft Fair 
at Tri-County

The Franklin Newcomers 
held their 49th Craft Fair on No-
vember 9, 2024 at Tri-County 
Regional Technical Vocational 
High School. More than 1250 
persons attended the craft fair, 
which featured 73 crafters and 
artisans.

The Newcomers asked for 
donations to the Franklin Food 

Pantry at the entrance to the fair, 
which yielded 10 full grocery 
bags for the pantry.

Last year, the Franklin New-
comers gave $1,765 to the Frank-
lin food pantry. No decision has 
been made yet regarding this 
year’s donations. Each year, the 
group’s members nominate non-
profit, local charities to receive 

donations, and funds are allo-
cated by member vote. Every 
nominated charity will receive a 
donation.  

For more information on the 
Franklin Newcomers, find them 
on Facebook for club informa-
tion and activities: Franklin New-
comers & Friends Club.

-J.D. O’Gara

Photos by Jane Lebak
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**APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. **New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

Family owned and operated since 1954Family owned and operated since 1954

Service
•  Emergency  

service 24-7
•  Oil & propane 

fired  
equipment

Programs
•  Flexible pricing 

and budget 
programs

•  Ask about our 
Veteran, Military, 
First Responders 
discount

Fuels
• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

Installations
•  Oil & propane 

heating systems 
and water 
heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

Give us a call today! Give us a call today! 
800-649-5949 800-649-5949 
info@medwayoilpropane.cominfo@medwayoilpropane.com

Your neighbors have voted usYour neighbors have voted us    
GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!  

Call today to learn more about our services!Call today to learn more about our services!

FREE: 100 gallons of home  heating oil or 
propane* 
FREE: $100 Account credit towards your 
first  tune-up or service plan*

Be Sure to Ask About our Be Sure to Ask About our 
New Customer ProgramNew Customer Program

Brush Fire Warning: State, Local Leaders Urge Caution 
Amid High Fire Risk

With active brush fires re-
ported statewide, including a re-
cent significant 12-acre Franklin 
brush fire near Populatic Street 
that required 12 mutual aid de-
partments and took 9-10 hours 
to control, local and state of-
ficials are urging residents to 
use extra caution with any open 
flame or other heat source out-
doors.

“That (brush fire) took us 
quite a while,” said Franklin 
Fire Department Chief  James 
McLaughlin in late November, 
“The important thing is nobody 
got hurt and no homes were af-
fected. We kept it from spread-
ing to the homes.” He reminds 
local residents that no outdoor 
burning is permitted until Janu-
ary 15th and that if  anyone sees 
an open burn to not be afraid 
to reach out before anything 
spreads.

While about 15 to 20 wild-
fires are reported statewide in an 
average October or November, 

this year, we saw 211 in Octo-
ber and 292 by mid-November, 
at which point 1,500 acres had 
burned since October 1, nearly 
the  average for an entire year.

Representatives from the 
Executive Office of  Public 
Safety & Security, Department 
of  Conservation & Recreation, 
Department of  Fire Services, 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency, and Fire 
Chiefs Association of  Massa-
chusetts reminded residents that 
the ongoing weather conditions 
make dry leaves, dead vegeta-
tion, and other fuels extremely 
receptive to ignition.

“The dry, sunny, breezy 
weather … means that any out-
door fire will spread quickly and 
become very difficult to man-
age,” said State Fire Marshal 
Jon M. Davine. “We’re seeing 
preventable fires growing to 
dangerous sizes and drawing 
numerous resources, locally and 
regionally.”

Based on the preliminary 
causes of  recent fires, officials 
are asking residents to:

•	 Remember that open burn-
ing is prohibited statewide 
through January and in 
many communities year-
round.

•	 Refrain from outdoor cook-
ing and heating. Sparks and 
embers from chimineas, fire 
pits, and grills can easily ig-
nite dry vegetation, debris, 
and overhanging branches.

•	 Use caution with lawnmow-
ers, leaf  blowers, all-terrain 
vehicles, and other power 
equipment. The engines can 
become hot enough to ignite 
dry leaves and grass.

•	 Dispose of  ashes from fire-
places and wood stoves in a 
metal can, douse them with 
water, and cover them with 
a tight-fitting lid. 

•	 Extinguish smoking materi-
als in a sturdy ashtray with 
water or sand. Never toss 
cigarette butts, matches, or 
other smoking materials 
over the edge of  a balcony, 
stub them out on stairs or 
railings, or toss them in dry 
vegetation or debris.

Many local fire departments 
have imposed restrictions on any 
outdoor fires because of  the se-
vere fire risk right now. It’s too 
soon to say whether that will 
have an effect on holiday lights, 
but it’s always important to play 
it safe with the candles and deco-
rations. Battery-operated candles 
are safer than the real thing, and 
many models even flicker for a 
warm, homey effect and can be 
left on all night, unlike traditional 
candles that should always be 
extinguished before leaving the 
room or going to sleep.

Strings of  Christmas tree 
lights should be limited to the 

number recommended by the 
manufacturer. Joining too many 
together can cause them to over-
heat and potentially cause a fire. 
A dry tree will burn like a forest 
fire in your home, so always keep 
it watered and keep it at least 
three feet from any heat source 
such as a fireplace, heater, or 
candles. Keep your tree away 
from doors and windows so it 
doesn’t block your escape route, 
and dispose of  it promptly after 
the holiday.

Residents should monitor fire 
conditions closely and follow in-
structions from local public safety 
officials. Ensure that Wireless 
Emergency Alerts (WEAs) are 
enabled on your cell phone. If  
your community has a local alert 
system, sign up to receive local 
warnings. 

Find more outdoor fire safety 
tips on the Department of  Fire 
Services’ website: https://www.
mass.gov/info-details/outdoor-
fire-safety .
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
WE’VE GOT THE GIFTS! 
By Gina Woelfel

b.LUXE Hair and Makeup 
Studio is your holiday head-
quarters this year! Move over, 
Santa—b.LUXE is “sleighing” 
the holiday season with the gifts 
everyone secretly (or not-so-se-
cretly) wants!

Ah, the holidays, where the 
only thing more tangled than 
that string of  lights is our to-do 
lists!

Well, think of  b.LUXE as 
your festive fairy godmothers! 
With just the click of  a button, 
our Holiday Gift Card Packages 
simplify your shopping and take 
the hassle out of  your holiday 
hustle.

This season’s Gift Card Pack-
ages add a touch of  magic to 
every holiday wishlist. Treat 
your loved ones (or yourself !) to 
an experience not soon forgot-
ten. This year, b.LUXE offers 
a specially priced Luxury Hair 
Treatment Package for $100, a 
Scalp Spa Package for $100, and 
our Ultimate Facial Package for 
$150. These aren’t just gifts—
they’re the moments of  relax-
ation and beauty we all need.

Still undecided about a gift? 
Let your loved one choose their 

own service with a Custom Gift 
Card! We offer options to fit 
every style and budget, and our 
gift cards can be purchased in 
any amount. This year, skip the 
crowded malls and long lines 
and give the gift of  glamour. 
After all, nothing says “Happy 
Holidays” like looking and feel-
ing your best!

Each gift card purchase in-
cludes an entry into our Weekly 
$100 Spa Gift Card Giveaway! 
Starting November 30th, one 
lucky winner will be drawn each 
week for a chance to win! So 
grab your gift cards today. (Last 
drawing on December 21st!) 
b.LUXE and our merry little 
elves have wrapped this season 
in beauty and style! So, stay 
cozy, and let us make this your 
easiest holiday season ever!  

The b.LUXE Team wishes 
you a joyful and healthy holiday 
season surrounded by family, 
friends, and peace.

We look forward to seeing 
you in the New Year! 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Luxury Hair Package – Only $100  
Valued at $130 A little extra shine
and style for the season

BONUS: Each gift card purchase includes an entry into our Weekly
$100 Spa Gift Card Giveaway! Starting November 30th, one lucky

winner will be drawn each week! So grab your gift cards today. 
(Last drawing on December 21st!)

b.LUXE HOLIDAY GIFT CARD PACKAGESb.LUXE HOLIDAY GIFT CARD PACKAGES

Scalp Spa Package – Only $100 
Valued at $120 Treat your scalp &
soul with this luxurious offer 

Spa Facial Package – Only $150
Valued at $195 An indulgent treat
designed to refresh & rejuvenate

And Spa Gift Card Giveaway

“I just want to send a huge thank you to our wonderful customers
and the incredible community around us. We’re so grateful to be

part of your lives. It’s a joy to do what we love and share it with you!
We’re excited for 2025 and can’t wait to keep making you look and

feel your best.”

 - Heather Cohen, Owner b.LUXE 

Beauty is Our Business...

bLUXE.combLUXE.com

BOILERS • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver your inserts. 
Perfect for Big Events, Coupons, 

Menus and More!Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to 
schedule your insert, please 

contact Jen Schofield  
at 508-570-6544

or by email at 
jenschofield@

localtownpages.com
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Franklin Hockey Looking to Climb Back Up the 
Mountain
By Christopher Tremblay, 
Staff Sports Writer

The Franklin hockey program 
went 13-8 last season, earn-
ing themselves a 12 seed in the 
Division 1 State Tournament. 
After two wins, the Panthers 
would eventually fall in the Final 
4 to Xaverian, who lost to the 
eventual State Champion State 
St. Johns Prep. Unfortunately, 
Franklin graduated 11 seniors 
from that team.

“We lost a talented group of  
seniors, a lot of  points walked 
out that door, including our top 
four goal scorers,” Coach Chris 
Spillane said. “But we have the 
players, strong senior and junior 
classes, to step up and fill those 
shoes. We have a good group 
coming back who will give us the 
opportunity.”

Spillane will be looking first 
and foremost to senior right 
winger Carter Balducci to put 
the team on his back offensively. 
Last year, the winger contributed 
19 points to the Franklin offense, 
and the coach is looking for him 
to have a similar season while 
adding to it.

Left winger Jack Wernig will 
be another bright spot in the of-
fensive zone alone with Balducci. 
Last winter, Wernig notched 10 
points, and Spillane is looking for 
him to explode this year and in-
crease his totals. 

In addition to the two seniors 
putting the puck in the net on 
a regular basis, Franklin has a 
strong junior class that should be 
able to step up and score some 
points for the Panthers if  they are 
to be successful. A trio of  players 
from that junior class who should 
be able to up their game are right 
wingers Thomas Quinn and 
Drake McAlpine and left winger 
Robert Fletcher. 

With the multitude of  wingers 
gracing the program, Spillane is 
going to have to make some ad-
justments. Having lost a couple 
of  centers the Panther Coach is 
going to look to move some of  
wingers into the center position. 

“All of  these guys have been 
playing long enough and with a 
little bit of  coaching they should 
be able to take on the role,” the 
Coach said. “Jack (Wernig) is 
probably the one with the inside 
track to take on the role in the 
dot.”

Defensively, the returning 
Franklin athletes are looking 
good and should be able to get 
back onto the ice and continue 
where they left off last winter. 
Seniors Jack Harrington and 
Owen Ariente both have quick 
puck movement out of  the zone 
and are strong physical players. 
The duo epitomizes the typical 
Franklin defenseman being able 
to move the puck into transition 
through the neutral zone. 

The last line of  defense is up 
for grabs. Having graduated last 
year’s starting goalie, Franklin will 
look to seniors Jack O’Connor 
and Jo Torraco to mind the net 
this season. According to Spill-
ane, both goalies are amore than 
capable of  filling the role. The 
two saw minimal time on the 

ice last year: O’Connor, who is 
smaller and quicker, played in 
five games while Torraco, a big-
ger and taller player saw action 
in 2 ½-3 games for the Panthers 
as a junior.

“At this stage, it is a wait and 
see situation. We’ll see who prac-
tices well during the week, they’ll 
most likely get the start,” Spillane 
said. “In addition to how they are 
playing we will also look at who 
gives us the best opportunity to 
win against individual oppo-
nents.”

As the season nears, Spillane 
and the Franklin coaching staff 
are hoping that the team can 
continue to improve each week 
of  the season as a whole. As in 
the past, they would also like to 
capture the Hockomock League 
Championship and then make it 
back into the State Tournament.

“Once you get into the tour-
nament, what happens there 
takes care of  itself  in this the sec-
ond season,” he Franklin Coach 
said. “The Hockomock League is 
always tough, and we would love 
to regain that title (Franklin and 
King Philip were Co-Champions 
last year).”

In addition to playing a tough 
league schedule, the Panthers 
also play a very tough non-league 
schedule to prepare themselves 

for the second season. In the 
Hockomock alone, Franklin will 
square off against the likes of  
Canton (twice) and Mansfield, as 
well as a skilled King Philip team 
that brings a neighborhood brawl 
to the ice each and every time the 
two teams hook up. Spillane went 
on to say, everyone plays Frank-
lin like it’s their Stanley Cup, so 
the team needs to be ready at all 
times.

The Panthers will open the 
season on December 18th, when 
they host powerhouse Catholic 
Memorial. Although a peren-
nial team in the state, ‘’Spillane 
believes that it’s good to have a 
team like CM early in the year, 
as both teams are still adjusting 
and getting ready.

“This is the first game for 
both of  us, as everyone starts 
the season on even footing and 
begins the season on the same 
day with the same amount of  
practices,” he said. “Early in the 
season, you can catch a team off 
guard, but you can also learn. I 
look to pick up something from 
each game throughout the sea-
son to help us improve overall.”

Having lost 11 seniors, it may 
take the Panthers a few games to 
form that camaraderie and the 
ability to play together as a team, 
but for the most part, the major-
ity of  the Franklin players are 
year-round hockey players and 
should be up to the task of  going 
after another tournament run.

Sports

15 Main St. Franklin

For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

GET NOTICED!
For rates and info on advertising your business, 

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 
or email at jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com

PLEASE RECYCLE
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Compare our CD rates
 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 23781791

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/22/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and 
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or 
contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by 
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.50 4.30
3-Month 6-Month 1-Year

4.50
Kevin L Johnson
Financial Advisor

205 E Central St Suite 10
Franklin, MA 02038
508-346-3750

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance 
Events December 2024
Make-An-Ornament Night: 

December 5th from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at Franklin TV and Radio 
23 Hutchinson St. Franklin, 
Mass. The Franklin LGBTQ Al-
liance is hosting a craft night. We 
will be creating ornaments to give 
to the Franklin Senior Center for 
their Winter Wonderland event. 
We will be providing crafting sup-
plies, but feel free to bring your 
own. Anyone of  any age is free to 
come!
Wicked Queer Game Night:

December 7th from 6-9:30 
p.m. at Pete’s Nerd Emporium 10 
Main St., Franklin, Mass.

Join the Franklin LGBTQ Alli-
ance for our monthly game night! 
There will be a variety of  card 
games and board games. Feel free 
to bring your own! There will also 
be games to purchase at Pete’s 

Nerd Emporium. Recommended 
ages teen and up, but anyone is 
welcome! 
LGBTQ Book Club:

December 11th from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at Pete’s Nerd Empo-
rium 10 Main St Franklin, Mass.

Join the LGBTQ Alliance 
for our monthly book club. This 
month, we will be reading Guapa 
by Saleem Haddad. You can 
borrow a copy from the Frank-
lin Library, and then join us as 
we discuss the book. Guapa is 
a thought-provoking novel told 
from the viewpoint of  Rasa, a gay 
man living in an unnamed Mid-
dle East country. The story opens 
as Teta, Rasa’s grandmother and 
the woman who raised him, dis-
covers Rasa and his lover, Tay-
mour, in bed together. 

Franklin Public Schools 
Announce Upcoming High 
School Winter Concerts

Superintendent Lucas Giguere, Principal Dr. 
Maria Weber, and Director of  Visual and Perform-
ing Arts Diane Plouffe wish to invite the commu-
nity to attend Franklin High School’s two winter 
concerts this December.

WHEN:
Tuesday, Dec. 10, at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 11, at 7 p.m.

WHERE:
Franklin High School Auditorium, 218 Oak St., 

Franklin

WHAT:
The Franklin High School Music Department 

invites the community to attend its two winter 
concerts this holiday season.

On Dec. 10, the Chorus and Orchestra will 
perform a multicultural winter program including 
songs such as “All I Want For Christmas is You,” 
“BaShana HaBa’a,” “Jambo Rafiki,” “Mother 
Ginger” from “The Nutcracker,” and “Chanukah 
Festival Overture.” Chorus and Orchestra Direc-
tor Plouffe will lead student musicians through the 
performance.

On Dec. 11, the Concert Band and Wind En-
semble will perform a traditional band program 
led by Band Director Leighanne Rudsit.

“We hope to see many community members 
at the upcoming concerts,” Principal Weber said. 
“The students have been hard at work prepar-
ing for these shows, and I am excited to see their 
preparation pay off in a celebration of  the winter 
holidays.”

Franklin Senior Center Winter Wonderland December 12
The Franklin Senior Center 

invites you to its annual Winter 
Wonderland, this year on Thurs-
day Dec. 12th from 4:30-7 p.m., 
an event open to the entire com-
munity.  Dozens of  decorated 
trees will create a magical atmo-
sphere of  Santa’s Village. Elvis 
will be on site serenading folks,  
Santa & Mrs. Clause have prom-
ised to come, and the Franklin 
Fire Department will present a 

touch-a-truck for the kiddos. Hot 
chocolate, cookies and fun kids 
crafts complete the night. 

Winter Wonderland will be 
the biggest event of  the month, 
but as usual, lots of  fun events 
for seniors are taking place at 
the Franklin Senior Center, lo-
cated at 10 Daniel McCahill St., 
Franklin. See below:

12/3: 9:30 a.m., Blanche’s 
Bling, Have your mobility device 

blinged out for the holidays
12/3&4:  9:30-1, Busy Bee Ba-

zaar, Handmade crafts for sale!
12/5: 12 p.m. Craft Corner, 

Join Jean and make an ornament 
for the Memory Tree

12/5: 1 p.m. Reduce Holiday 
Stress

12/6: 	10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Shred-
ding Event, bring all documents 
you need shredded

12/9: 	11 a.m., Snowflake Craft
12/10:  11a.m., Driving Deci-

sions, RMV hosts interactive dis-
cussion about older driver safety 
and mobility

12/11: 1 p.m., Pathways to 
Healing, Bereavement group led 
by nurse Trish

12/12: 4:30-7 p.m., Winter 
Wonderland

12/17: 11 a.m., Probate, with 
Attorney Michael Kasberg

12/17: 1 p.m., Memory & 
Cognition

12/18: 1 p.m., Pathways to 
Healing, Bereavement group led 
by nurse Trish

12/18: 4 p.m., Caroling & 
Cocoa with Daisy Troop 63341

Southeastern Community 
Band, open to entire community!

12/19: 1 p.m., Acrylic Art with 
Kathy

12/19: 4 p.m., Pizza and 
movie: It’s a Wonderful Life, 
must register, $3

12/20: 11 a.m., Eat around the 
World-Morocco, $6

MA 250 to Celebrate 
America’s 250 birthday!

MA 250 is all about cel-
ebrating America’s 250 birth-
day! Communities around the 
commonwealth are curating 
programming to reflect and cel-
ebrate this milestone. How will 
your organization or community 
join in on the fun?

As the Franklin Cultural Dis-
trict looks ahead to Franklin’s 
250th anniversary in 2028, we 
invite you to join us in celebrat-
ing Massachusetts 250 starting 
in 2025! In preparation for this 
exciting milestone, we encour-
age local event organizers to in-
corporate a historic element into 
their annual programs, celebrat-

ing Franklin’s rich heritage and 
cultural history. These events 
will be highlighted as part of  a 
town-wide community market-
ing campaign that showcases 
the unique stories, traditions, 
and achievements of  our town, 
building momentum towards the 
grand celebration in 2028. Let’s 
come together to honor the past 
and create a lasting legacy for the 
future!

Submit your MA250 event 
here at https://tinyurl.com/
FranklinHistoricProg to be in-
cluded in the program booklet - 
Deadline is December 6th, 2024.
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Share the JoyShare the Joy

Mt. St. Mary’s Abbey
300 Arnold St., Wrentham
http://www.trappistinecandy.com/

with Chocolates from Mt. St. Mary’s Abbeywith Chocolates from Mt. St. Mary’s Abbey

scan here to place 
your order today!

Our Abbey Candy Shop is now open from 10:00 am – 6:30 pm.

Dean College Announces New 
Board of Trustees’ Leadership 
Jay Leiendecker Appointed Board Chair; 
Beth Rossi Joins as New Trustee

 Dean College, in Franklin, 
proudly announces that Jay Lei-
endecker has been appointed 
Chair of  the Board of  Trustees; 
and Beth Rossi, a Franklin-based 
Realtor®, has been elected as a 
Trustee. 

Jay Leiendecker has a long-
standing and committed as-
sociation with Dean College, 
having served as vice president 
of  enrollment services from 
1997 to 2010. In this capacity, 
he oversaw admissions, financial 
aid strategy, marketing, com-
munications, public relations, 
and professional and continu-
ing studies. Additionally, Lei-
endecker held the position of  
head golf  coach at the College 
from 2011 to 2019 and was an 
adjunct instructor from 2013 to 
2014.

“Jay’s passion and commit-
ment to Dean is unparalleled,” 

said Stephen Lincoln, Chair of  
the Dean College Governance 
Committee. “His deep knowl-
edge of  enrollment and reten-
tion make him an ideal person 
to lead the Board during the 
changing landscape of  higher 
education.”

Leiendecker has held several 
leadership positions in higher 
education including roles at St. 
Peter’s College in Jersey City, 
New Jersey; Xavier Univer-
sity and College of  Mount St. 
Joseph in Cincinnati, Ohio; 
Rockford College in Rockford, 
Illinois, and Muskingum Col-
lege in New Concord, Ohio. 
He received his M.Ed. from the 
University of  Pittsburgh and 
his undergraduate degree from 
Marietta College.

“Dean has always held a spe-
cial place in my heart, and I am 
thrilled to now serve as Chair 

of  the Board of  Trustees,” said 
Leiendecker. “At my first Board 
meeting as Chair, I was honored 
to welcome Beth Rossi to the 
Dean family.”

Rossi is a highly specialized 
residential Realtor® with Cold-
well Banker Realty in Franklin. 
She offers more than 37 years 
of  expertise in real estate to the 
Board and holds a Bachelor of  
Science in Biology and Psychol-
ogy, as well as an MBA from 
Boston College. Throughout 
her distinguished career, Rossi 
has managed Classic Properties, 
published the Boston Edition of  
Broker Agent Magazine, and 
served on the Board of  Direc-
tors at Mercymount Country 
Day School. Renowned for her 
outstanding service, in-depth 
market knowledge, and unwav-
ering client dedication, Rossi is 
a leading producer in her field. 
Her commitment to excellence 
and active community engage-
ment will be a tremendous asset 
to Dean College.

FDP Holiday Happenings 
& Gift Guide to Inspire 
Holiday Spirit & Gift Ideas

If  you have not already seen 
the Holiday Happenings & Gift 
Guide, make sure you check it 
out. The holiday guide spotlights 
all things Franklin making it easy 
to “keep it local” for shopping 
this winter season.

Franklin Downtown Partner-
ship (FDP) business members 
spotlight their special sales, pro-
motions, activities, and events for 
the season in the holiday guide 
on the Partnership’s website.

View the Holiday Happen-
ings & Gift Guide at the Partner-
ship’s newly designed website at 
franklindowntownpartnership.
org for the current list of  Frank-
lin’s small businesses and all they 
are offering for the holidays.

The Holiday Guide includes 
great gift ideas and special treats 
for shopping for the upcoming 
season. It will also give shop-
pers the inspiration they need for 
food, clothing, gifts for yourself  
and others as we prepare for any 
winter holiday we celebrate. Re-
member to shop local!

Stay up to date info and fol-
low the FDP on Instagram and 
Facebook at:

https://www.instagram.com/
franklindowntownpartnership/  
and  

https://www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.
org/

The Franklin Downtown 
Partnership is a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization made up of  
more than 350 business owners, 
residents, and community lead-
ers working to revitalize down-
town Franklin. Residents can 
join the Downtown Partnership 
for $25. The Partnership man-
ages events like the Strawberry 
Stroll and the Harvest Festival, 
and initiatives such as beautifica-
tion, streetscape design, greens-
pace, alley murals, and sculpture 
projects. For more information 
go to www.franklindowntown-
partnership.org.

A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Returns to Circle of Friends

Heather 
P i e r s o n 
returns to 
the Circle 
of  Friends 
C o f f e e -
house on 
Saturday, 
December 
7th at 7:30 
p.m. with 
her fabulous Charlie Brown holi-
day show, always popular. 

Pierson is a New Hampshire 
based singer/songwriter, pianist, 
song leader, and performer with 
a passion for cultivating joy, both 
onstage and off. Her trio, with 
Shawn Nadeau on bass/vocals 
and Craig Bryan on percussion/
vocals, performs a rich variety 
of  Heather’s originals, jazz and 
blues standards. 

The Heather Pierson Trio 
will perform the entirety of  the 
‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’ 
album as recorded by the Vince 
Guaraldi Trio, as well as other 
Guaraldi compositions and holi-

day favorites. https://heatherpi-
erson.com/ 

The Circle of  Friends Cof-
feehouse is a non-profit organi-
zation affiliated with Franklin’s 
First Universalist Society. Con-
certs are presented in a smoke 
free and alcohol-free environ-
ment at the Society’s handi-
capped accessible Meetinghouse, 
262 Chestnut St. in Franklin, and 
begin at 7:30 p.m.; doors open at 
7 p.m. Beverages and gourmet 
desserts will be available. Please 
visit circlefolk.org for tickets and 
more information.
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Living Healthy
Government Oversight in Ensuring Ethical Referrals 
Between Optometrists and Ophthalmologists

Ethical referral practices be-
tween optometrists and ophthal-
mologists are vital to maintaining 
trust in the medical profession 
and safeguarding patient welfare. 
However, financial incentives, 
kickbacks, and other self-serving 
practices often threaten these 
principles. In such cases, gov-
ernment intervention becomes 
essential to uphold ethical stan-
dards and enforce legal compli-
ance. High-profile cases, such as 
those in Rhode Island, Texas, 
and Louisiana, highlight the sig-
nificance of  government over-
sight in addressing violations and 
protecting patients.
The Importance of Patient-
Centered Referrals

Optometrists are ethically 
and legally obligated to prioritize 
patient well-being when mak-
ing referrals. Considerations like 
quality of  care, proximity, and 
insurance network compatibil-

ity should guide these decisions. 
Unfortunately, certain practices 
undermine this ethical standard:
Referrals Outside the Insurance 
Network

Some optometrists refer pa-
tients to providers outside their 
insurance networks, leading 
to avoidable out-of-pocket ex-
penses. When motivated by fi-
nancial gain or kickbacks, such 
referrals prioritize profits over 
patient interests.
Conditional Referrals Based on 
Financial Agreements

In some cases, referrals are 
tied to agreements where oph-
thalmologists return patients 
post-surgery, regardless of  clini-
cal necessity. Often, these ar-
rangements include expectations 
of  eyeglass purchases from the 
referring optometrist’s office.
Quid Pro Quo Referrals

Financial incentives between 

optometrists and ophthalmolo-
gists create biased referral pat-
terns. These quid pro quo 
arrangements prioritize mutual 
financial benefit rather than the 
best interests of  the patient.
Referrals to Office-Based Cataract 
Surgery (OBS)

Optometrists sometimes refer 
patients to ophthalmologists per-
forming surgeries in office-based 
settings instead of  accredited 
centers. These office setups lack 
MD anesthesiologists, compro-
mise emergency readiness, and 
charge extra fees not covered by 
Medicare. Patients are frequently 
unaware of  these risks or addi-
tional costs, leaving them vulner-
able to suboptimal care.

Government’s Role in 
Preventing Unethical 
Practices

To counter unethical refer-
rals, federal laws like the Anti-

Kickback Statute and the False 
Claims Act (FCA) play a crucial 
role:
Anti-Kickback Statute

This law prohibits any form of  
payment or incentive to influence 
referrals. For example, in Rhode 
Island, Dr. Paul Koch faced al-
legations of  accepting kickbacks 
for patient referrals. The govern-
ment’s investigation resulted in 
a settlement, underscoring the 
importance of  holding violators 
accountable.
False Claims Act (FCA)

Referring patients out of  net-
work for financial gain can lead 
to fraudulent billing practices. In 
Texas and Louisiana, healthcare 
providers faced legal action for 
filing false claims tied to unethi-
cal referral arrangements, result-
ing in significant settlements.

Education and Monitoring 
as Preventative Measures

Governmental agencies like 
the Office of  Inspector General 
(OIG) and state Attorneys Gen-
eral must promote transparency 
in referral practices. Routine 
audits, mandatory reporting, 
and educational initiatives help 
identify and prevent unethical 
behavior. Collaboration between 
professional societies, licensing 
boards, and regulatory bodies 
can establish clearer guidelines 
and ensure widespread compli-
ance. If  you sense unethical re-

ferral by your optometrist you 
are encouraged to refer this op-
tometrist to the OIG.

Ensuring Ethical 
Referrals: Questions 
Patients Should Ask

Patients can protect them-
selves by asking critical questions 
when receiving referrals from an 
optometrist to a specific ophthal-
mologist and no one else:

•	 Why are you referring me to 
this specific ophthalmologist 
or surgeon?

•	 Why aren’t you giving me a 
choice of  multiple ophthal-
mologists/ surgeons so I can 
choose based on my best in-
terest?

•	 Is the surgeon you’re refer-
ring me to within my insur-
ance network?

•	 Why not refer me to a lo-
cal ophthalmologist who is 
closer and in-network?

•	 Does the surgeon perform 
surgeries in a licensed, ac-
credited center or an office-
based setting?

•	 Are there additional out-of-
pocket costs for the recom-
mended surgery in this oph-
thalmologist office-based 
surgery center?

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD-CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY - NO OR FEE CHARGE
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS ARE PRESENT FOR ALL SURGERIES

NOW ACCEPTING VSP VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

EYES
continued on page 17 
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101 Constitution Blvd. Franklin, MA

Scan and take our
“Get Qualified”

survey to enroll

Earn up to $100 at your first visit!

•	 Is the surgeon local, or part 
of  a distant franchise prac-
tice?

•	 Where will I be seen in case 
of  an emergency—locally 
or hours away?

•	 My neighbors and friends 
had excellent results with 
local ophthalmologists—
why not refer me to one of  
them?

Asking these questions em-
powers patients to make in-
formed decisions about their 
care.

The Milford-Franklin Eye 
Center Difference

At Milford-Franklin Eye Cen-
ter and the Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford, our mission is 
clear: to provide ethical, patient-
focused care in a licensed and 
accredited surgery center closer 
to home. Our local ophthalmol-
ogists are in-network, commu-
nity-based, and have served the 

region for over 40 years.
Unlike office-based surgery 

models, our accredited and li-
censed surgery center features:

•	 A full-time MD anesthesi-
ologist for every procedure.

•	 IV-based anesthesia for op-
timal safety and comfort.

•	 No hidden fees or out-of-
pocket costs for Medicare-
covered procedures.

Patients being referred for cat-
aract surgery in office-based set-
tings are advised to seek a second 
opinion. Always question what 
your optometrist recommends.  
If  you have doubts, call us.  We 
will answer your questions. At 
our center, you’ll receive world-
class care close to home. Our 
commitment to your safety and 
well-being is unwavering. You al-
ways come first.

For more details, see our ad 
on page 16.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

EYES
continued from page 16

Franklin Awarded $15K from 
Mass Cultural Council for 
Franklin Cultural District

The Town of  Franklin is 
thrilled to announce that it has 
been awarded a $15,000 grant 
from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council (MCC). This funding 
will bolster the efforts of  the 
Franklin Cultural District Com-
mittee, further advancing its mis-
sion to promote arts, culture, and 
creative initiatives that enhance 
the vibrancy and community en-
gagement within the town.

The Massachusetts Cultural 
Council’s investment aligns with 
Franklin’s ongoing commitment 
to fostering a flourishing arts 
ecosystem through partnerships 
with local artists, cultural orga-
nizations, small businesses, and 
the creative economy.

“The Cultural District is a 
key component of  Franklin’s 
identity and future,” said Jamie 
Hellen, Franklin Town Admin-
istrator. “This grant will help us 
grow our programming, bring 
new cultural experiences to our 
residents and visitors, and con-
tinue supporting the incredible 
creative work already happen-
ing here.”

The $15,000 grant will be 
used to:

•	 Enhance public art installa-
tions across the district.

•	 Support community events 
and festivals showcasing lo-
cal talent.

•	 Promote collaborations be-
tween local artists, schools, 
and businesses.

•	 Expand outreach efforts to 
promote the Franklin Cul-
tural District as a destina-
tion for residents and visi-
tors alike.

The Franklin Cultural District 
Committee is currently working 
on several exciting initiatives, 
including [mention upcoming 
event, festival, or project]. With 
this grant, the committee will 
be able to enhance the scope of  
these efforts and further position 
Franklin as a hub for arts and cul-
ture in the region.

“Franklin has a rich cultural 
heritage, and with the support 
of  the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, we are excited to create 

even more opportunities for cre-
ative expression and community 
engagement,” said Cory Shea, 
Director of  Arts, Culture and the 
Creative Economy.

Residents and visitors are 
encouraged to stay connected 
through the Franklin Cultural 
District’s weekly cultural newslet-
ter and social media platforms to 
learn about upcoming events and 
new initiatives.

For more information on the 
Franklin Cultural District, visit 
franklinculture.org

Learn about the FY25 Frank-
lin Cultural District Committee 
Investment Grant Opportunities 
at https://www.franklinculture.
org/cultural-investment-grants-
fy25 . 
About the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council:

The Massachusetts Cultural 
Council promotes excellence, in-
clusion, education, and diversity 
in the arts, humanities, and sci-
ences to foster a rich cultural life 
for Massachusetts residents and 
communities.

Get Ready for the Holidays at St. 
John’s Christmas Fair December 7 

 St. John’s Church Christmas 
Fair is set for Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, from 9 a.m.to 2 p.m. at 
237 Pleasant Street, Franklin. 
This is the place to start your 
holiday shopping.

So many choices. Peruse silent 
auction and raffle items. Check 
out gift baskets with themes like 

sports; spa, health and wellness, 
and pet items. Give the gift of  
food, wine, coffees, or teas. Ap-
preciate unique, hand-made 
crafts, and buy gift cards from 
popular restaurants and stores.
You’ll love the beautiful fresh 
wreaths and greens, as well as 
cozy scarves, mittens, and hats.  

Choose delicious treats like 
cookies, fudge and other baked 
goods at the Cookie Walk. We’ll 
also have snacks and drinks. 

For more information, visit us 
on Facebook at St John’s Episco-
pal Church, see our website at 
www.stjohnsfranklinma.org, or 
call (508) 528-2387.

Hanukkah Celebration 
December 28th

Join Temple Etz Chaim on Saturday, December 28th at 5 p.m. 
at Beaver Pond in Franklin to celebrate Hanukkah! Come light 
the menorah, enjoy tasty snacks, and help illuminate the beach-
front area with warmth and light. Bring your family and friends 
for a joyous evening of  community and celebration

Franklin Federated 
Church to Host Blue 
Christmas, Christmas 
Eve Lessons & Carols

The Franklin Federated 
Church, located at 171 Main 
Street in Franklin, invites all to 
their Christmas events. First, 
“Blue Christmas,” to take place 
at 7 p.m. on December 12th, is a 
service for those who are having 
a hard time with the “merry” as-
pect of  Christmas, whether due 
to grieving or loneliness. The 
event includes candlelight and 
comforting songs, readings and 
reflection.

Also, “Christmas Eve Lessons 
& Carols” will take place at 5 
p.m. on December 24th, which 
includes Bible passages about the 
Christmas story as well as non-
Bible poems and reflections in-
terspersed with Christmas carols. 
Worshippers will share the light, 
passing one candle to the next, in 
the final carol, “Silent Night.”
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For rates and info on advertising 
your business, 

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or 
email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com

Our rates are low 

NEW and USED is 5.99% 
APR

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360 
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit UnionThe Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union  
AUTO LOANS

Franklin Garden Club 
to Sell Decorated 
Holiday Wreaths and 
Arrangements

The Franklin Garden 
Club will sell decorated holi-
day wreaths, swags, patio and 
cemetery boxes, and sleds and 
skates on Saturday, December 
7, from 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. at 
Daddario’s Hardware Store, 
528 West Central Street, Frank-
lin, MA. In addition, holiday 
fresh floral arrangements will 
be sold on Instagram and Face-
book. The Franklin Garden 
Club Instagram handle is @
franklingardenclubma. The 
sales will benefit several differ-
ent club activities.  Payment for 
all purchases can be made with 
cash, check, or credit card. 

The fresh wreaths and swags 
will be decorated in a variety of  
colors and styles and will include 
eye-catching bows and other or-
namentation. Many will include 
a variety of  greens, as will the 
patio and cemetery boxes.  Pric-
ing for all items will range from 
$25 - $40.

Club Co-Presidents Pat Don-
nelly and Mary Anne Dean 
stated, “We are very excited 
to offer area residents the op-
portunity to purchase beautiful 
holiday wreaths and arrange-

ments created by members of  
the Franklin Garden Club.  This 
will help those who may not 
have the time to decorate their 
own wreaths or make arrange-
ments, while also assisting the 
Club. All proceeds will benefit 
Garden Club activities, includ-
ing the Club scholarship, pine 
tree seedling program for el-
ementary school students, some 
of  the Franklin Common and 
library plantings, and education 
programs open to the public. 
The Franklin Garden Club is 
a member of  the Garden Club 
Federation of  Massachusetts. 

Sip Shop Stroll & Roll on December 
7th in Downtown Franklin, 12- 7 p.m.
Snow Date December 14th. 

 The “Sip, Shop, Stroll, and 
Roll” event is the exciting cel-
ebration of  the ‘A-Wreath-of-
Franklin’ community wreath 
program, designed to bring peo-
ple downtown to enjoy the festive 
atmosphere and vote for their fa-
vorite community-made wreaths. 

This festive day invites the 
Franklin community to experi-
ence the creativity of  Franklin 
with live music, specialty cock-
tails, raffle prizes, and the chance 
to shop pop-up artisan goods in 
local storefronts. 

It’s a day that combines holi-
day spirit with community pride, 
offering something for everyone 
to enjoy in the heart of  down-
town Franklin!

Local artists, schools, and 
community members are invited 
to decorate wreaths in their inter-
pretation of  our inaugural theme, 
“Stories of  the Season”. Our cul-
tural volunteers will pair com-
munity wreaths to be displayed 
at local businesses throughout 
the downtown area (December 
through January).

On December 7th, 12-7 p.m., 
enjoy a “Sip, Shop, Stroll & Roll” 
event. Community members are 
welcomed Downtown to vote for 
their favorite wreaths, shop, eat 

and enjoy local festivities! Don’t 
miss the fun! 

See more details at https://
www.franklinculture.org/wreath-
franklin .

Auchincloss Establishes 
Priorities for Coming Term

Congressman Jake Auchin-
closs recently outlined his aims 

for his district in his coming 
term. 

“I am honored to represent 
the District I grew up in, and 
I thank my constituents across 
the Massachusetts Fourth,” said 
Auchincloss, noting that his pri-
orities would be the following:

•	 Lowering the cost of  living, 
particularly in healthcare & 
housing

•	 Holding accountable the 
social media platforms that 
attention-frack our youth

•	 Passing gun-safety mea-
sures that protect children 
from their leading cause of  
death

•	 Interdicting fentanyl ex-
ports from China, which 
poison 100,000 Americans 
to death annually

•	 Delivering infrastructure 
funding for the 35 cities & 
towns of  the District

•	 Protecting democracy 
from autocrats at home & 
abroad.
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The holidays have the ability to uplift 
your spirit that’s unlike any other time 

of year. It’s a time of connection and 
comfort. When memories are shared, 
new ones are created, and everything 

takes on a festive look.

lives.

Holiday
Spirit

Where the

Discover the Holiday Spirit for yourself  
at The Enclave of Franklin Senior Living.  

Call (774) 291-5890 to schedule your personal visit.

The Enclave of Franklin | EnclaveOfFranklin.com
656 King St., Franklin, MA 02038 | (774) 291-5890

Franklin Honors Veterans at Franklin Elks Lodge #2136
By J.D. O’Gara

Franklin’s 2024 Veterans 
Day Luncheon courtesy of  the 
Franklin Elks Lodge #2136 once 
again saw a packed venue, with 
a welcome from Shannon Nis-
bett, Franklin’s VSO, posting of  
the colors by American Legion 
District Commander John Milot 
and Sergeant-at-Arms Dawn An-
derson (who also made the Veter-
ans Day proclamation), with the 
“National Anthem,” and later, 
“America the Beautiful” sung 
by Franklin High School Cho-
rus members and the Pledge of  
Allegiance led by veteran Judy 
Hynes, USN. “Chaplain Bob” 
Markunis of  American Legion 
Post 75 led the prayer.

Korean War Veteran Gerald 
Bradie, Jr. Vice Commander of  
VFW Post 3402 explained to at-
tendees the meaning of  the spe-
cially prepared POW-MIA table, 
giving statistics on just how many 
soldiers were left unaccounted 
for.

The Keynote speaker of  the 
day was Veteran Patrick Doyle, 
USMC, who explained that 

veterans’ “service has been the 
foundation of  our freedom. You 
put the good of  the country and 
our freedom above the good and 
safety of  yourselves…so future 
generations can enjoy the same 
privileges and freedoms that we 
have now.”

Doyle touched upon sacri-
fices of  the veterans, including 

key years of  their youth, and the 
heavy burden carried by many 
who have served. He shared a let-
ter he wrote home in 1972 from 
his ship in Vietnam, and how, 
when he returned, few besides 
his parents understood or cared 
what he had experienced, and 
that finding local veterans’ orga-
nizations helped him find others 

who understood.
“The common denominator 

is we all served to defend free-
dom and democracy,” he said. 
He noted that the town of  Frank-
lin does stand by its veterans with 
American Legion Post 75 and 
VFW Post 3402, monthly vet-

erans’ coffee socials, a monthly 
veterans council meeting, and a 
helpful Franklin Veterans Ser-
vices Office and some of  the 
programs it runs, such as Tune it 

Vietnam Veteran Patrick Doyle (USMC) was the keynote speaker for 
Franklin’s 2024 Veterans Day luncheon.

Korean War Veteran Gerald 
Bradie explains the importance 
of the items on the table in honor 
of Prisoners of War and soldiers 
Missing in Action.

VETERANS
continued on page 23 

Veteran Judy Hynes leads the 
Pledge of Allegiance.
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Historic Happenings at Franklin Historical 
Museum December 2024

NOTE: The last two Decembers 
at the Museum have featured a display 
of  detailed miniature models of  the cen-
ter of  Franklin, circa 1932. This year, 
the exhibit has been postponed and will 
be back bigger and better in March, 
2025!

Sun.  Dec. 1– Introducing 
“Stocking Stuffer Sunday” with 
a gift shop sale, music, and MRS. 
CLAUS! Everyone knows about 
Black Friday, Small Business 
Saturday, and Cyber Monday...
but in Franklin we also now have 
STOCKING-STUFFER SUNDAY. 
The Gift Shop at the Franklin 
Historical Museum, 80 West 
Central Street, is holding a spe-
cial sale (half  price on ALL books) 
-- and special hours -- on Sunday, 
Dec. 1, with something for any-
one who lives (or has ever lived) 
in Franklin-- Stocking Stuffers 
and beyond! We have little things 
for little kids, and things to please 
any adult...The Special Stocking 
Stuffer Sunday hours are from 
noon to 5 pm. Plus, with every 
$10 purchase you are eligible for 
a free drawing on Dec 8 to win 
a teddy bear! Bring the kids for 
a free photo-op with Mrs Claus 
from 1-3. There will be seasonal 
music and, of  course, the historic 
displays at the museum.

Can’t make it? The Gift Shop 
at the Museum is also open dur-
ing regular museum hours, 10-1 
on Saturdays and 1 to 4 on other 
Sundays AND extended hours 
on Dec. 7...Check out a pre-
view at https://www.franklin-
museum1778.com (just click on 
the Gift Shop tab) * The shop is 
operated by the Friends of  the Franklin 
Historical Museum, a 501 (c) 3.
Sat Dec. 7 A-Wreath-a-Franklin: Sip 
Shop Stroll & Roll

The museum will be open 
during A-Wreath-a-Franklin: 

Sip Shop Stroll & Roll fun, from 
noon to 7 p.m., with a film at 5. 
This festive community celebra-
tion is sponsored by the Franklin 
Downtown Partnership and the 
Department of  Arts, Culture and 
the Creative Economy! Sip, Shop 
Stroll and Roll will offer festive 
beverages, raffles and live music 
around the downtown. 
Sat. Dec. 7 Film themed in honor 
of Pearl Harbor Day-- The critically 
acclaimed classic, “So Proudly We 
Hail” 

The story of  the lives of  three 
U.S. Army nurses who leave San 
Francisco for their tour of  duty in 
Hawaii in December 1941. The 
attack on Pearl Harbor changes 
their destination, and their lives. 
Led by Lt. Janet Davidson, the 
nurses are sent to Bataan, in 
the Philippines. Faced with un-
tested nurses, the group quickly 
become battle-weary veterans. 
When Bataan falls, the Ameri-
can forces flee to the offshore 
island of  Corregidor, where they 
find the Japanese assault just as 
intense. The movie was released 
in 1943 and is 126 minutes in 
length. The showing begins at 5 

p.m. Our Cinema 80 Film series 
is produced in cooperation with 
the Franklin Senior Center.
Sun. Dec. 8--Second Sunday 
Speaker Series: WCVB Chronicle’s 
Ted Reinstein.

Journalist and author Ted Re-
instein has reported all around 
New England for 25 years, tell-
ing the colorful stories of  this 
historic , ever-changing corner 
of  America. Now, he condenses 
his countless travels into a sin-
gle, labor of  love: Travels through 
the Heart and Soul of  New England 
-- Stories of  Struggle, Resilience, and 

Triumph. With his always flawless 
presentation skills, Ted will share 
some of  the stories and the pro-
cess of  gathering them and creat-
ing the book. The museum opens 
at 1, Ted will present starting at 
1:15 and will be available to au-
tograph books after his presenta-
tion. The museum is open until 
4. Admission is free, donations 
always appreciated.
Sun. Dec. 15  “Third Sunday” Music 
at the Museum program features a 
Chamber Music Ensemble

The museum will come alive 
with seasonal favorites. Come to 
listen and watch or come to check 
out the museum, with ‘music on 
the side.’ The museum opens at 
1 and the program will start at 
about 1:15. The event is FREE, 
but donations are welcome.
Sunday Dec. 22 and Saturday Dec. 
28th Pick Up Your Luminaries!

Franklin Boy Scouts Troop 
126 are again selling luminar-
ies. The scouts hope everyone 
will share them on New  Year’s 
Eve. They must be preordered 
and can be picked up at the 
Franklin Historical Museum at 

80 West Central Street on Sun-
day, December 22nd, from 1-3 
p.m. and Saturday, December 
28th, from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. (A 
portion of  the proceeds is shared 
with both the Franklin Historical 
Museum and the Franklin Food 
Pantry.) Boy Scouts will also de-
liver the kits to Franklin residents 
for an extra $3. Then, on New 
Year’s Eve, at 6 p.m., everyone 
joins together in lighting their 
luminaries! More information 
is available here: https://drive.
google.com/file/d/1KOnNLt6
Og7vXOCryhSSmYpHv5b0L
Xnc7/view?usp=sharing 
`CINEMA 80’

Cinema 80, captained by vid-
eographer and cinephile Chris 
Leverone, will be back in the 
New Year for another season of  
amazing free film entertainment 
on Saturdays at 6 p.m., in coor-
dination with the Franklin Senior 
Center. 

The Franklin Historical Museum 
is located at 80 West Central Street, 
Franklin. The museum is open Sat-
urday mornings from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. 
(except as noted above) and Sunday af-
ternoons from 1-4 p.m. 

When visiting the museum, please 
consider donating a non-perishable item 
for the Franklin Food Pantry. Ques-
tions? Contact Alan Earls at (508) 
560 3786.  Visit us online at https://
www.franklinmuseum1778.com

Knights of Columbus Advent/Christmas Gift Card Drive 
December 14th and 15th 

The Knights of  Columbus 
(Sacred Heart Council #1847 
- St. Mary’s Church in Frank-
lin, MA) is holding our annual 
Advent/Christmas Fundraiser 
for those in Franklin and sur-
rounding  communities who are 
“in need” during the holiday 
season… and it will be the only 
charity card drive of  the year! 

ALL proceeds from the event 
will benefit the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society - and (to make sure 
we maximize the impact for 
those in need) the Knights will 
be DOUBLING the impact by 
making a matching donation 
equal to the total amount col-
lected! 

The Knights will have a table 
set up  outside the church after 
each Mass at St. Mary’s on the 

weekend of  December 14th & 
15th, and you’ll have the oppor-
tunity to make donations in sev-
eral ways:

•	 Purchase Stop & Shop gift 
cards (5% gets donated to 
St. Vincent de Paul)

•	 Purchase & Donate Stop 
& Shop gift cards, cash or 
checks (100% donated to St. 
Vincent de Paul)

•	 ONLINE GIVING OPTION: 
Visit https://kofc1847.org/
food-card-drive-donations or 
use the following QR Code 
accompanying this article.

We thank you in advance 
for your continued support and 
charitable donations for those  
less fortunate - especially during 
the Christmas season!
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December 1

“Stocking Stuffer Sunday”, 
12-5 p.m., The Gift Shop at the 
Franklin Historical Museum, 
80 West Central St., Franklin, 
special sale (half  price on ALL 
books), and with every $10 pur-
chase you are eligible for a free 
drawing on Dec 8 to win a teddy 
bear! Bring the kids for a free 
photo-op with Mrs. Claus from 
1-3.

December 3

Voice of Franklin Toastmas-
ters, 7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 
23 Hutchinson St., Franklin, 
Zoom option also available, visit 
https://voiceoffranklin.toast-
mastersclubs.org/

December 5

Dean College’s Holiday Light-
ing Ceremony, sundown, Dean 
College lawn on Awpie Way, 
event includes holiday enter-
tainment and performances by 
Dean students. Holiday lightings 
will include a Christmas Tree, 
A Menorah, and a Kwanzaa 
Kinara.

Make an Ornament Night, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., sponsored by 
Franklin LGBTQ Alliance, 
Franklin TV, 23 Hutchinson St., 
Franklin, make an ornament for 
Franklin Senior Center’s Winter 
Wonderland.

December 6

Ayla Brown Christmas, 7:30 
p.m., Hopkinton Center for the 
Arts, 98 Hayden Rowe St., Hop-
kinton, For more info. and link 
for tickets, visit event calendar at 
www.hopartscenter.org

December 7

Holiday Wreath and Arrange-
ment Sale: The Franklin Garden 
Club fundraiser, 9:30 a.m. – 12 
p.m., Daddario’s Hardware 
Store, 528 West Central Street, 
Franklin, holiday wreaths, swags 
and cemetery and patio boxes 
from $20- $40, by cash, credit, 
check or Venmo, @franklingar-
denclubma.

Sip, Shop, Stroll & Roll, A 
Wreath of Franklin event, 12-7 
p.m., Downtown Franklin, spe-
cialty cocktails, raffles, family 
crafts, artisanal goodies & live 
music, snow date 

https://www.franklinculture.
org/wreath-franklin for details

Franklin Art Association 
Collage Workshop by Lenny 
Moskowitz, 10 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Franklin TV, 23 Hutchin-
son St., Franklin, $65. To reg-
ister, contact Susan Plume at 
susan_plume@yahoo.com or 
text (508) 846-2589 and send a 
check payable to FAA to: Trea-
surer, Franklin Art Association, 
279 East Central St., PO 289, 
Franklin, MA 02028 

Concert: Celtic & Christmas 
with Jeff Snow, 3 p.m., Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin

Christmas Fair, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 237 Pleasant St., 
Franklin Crafts • Raffle • Silent 
Auction • Gift Baskets • Cookie 
Walk • Snack Bar. .

Visit Facebook at St John’s 
Episcopal Church, www.stjohn-
sfranklinma.org  or (508) 528-
2387 

The Heather Pierson Trio 
presents ‘A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas’ album as recorded by the 
Vince Guaraldi Trio, and other 
Guaraldi compositions, https://
heatherpierson.com/, 7:30 p.m., 
Circle of  Friends Coffeehouse, 
262 Chestnut St., Franklin, visit 
circlefolk.org for information 
and tickets.

Franklin Historical Museum 
Cinema 80 and Franklin Senior 
Center presents So Proudly We 
Hail, 5 p.m.,80 West Central St., 
Franklin, 1943 film follows the 
life of  three U.S. Army nurses 
during Pearl Harbor.

Wicked Queer Game Night, 
6-9:30 p.m., Pete’s Nerd Em-
porium, 10 Main St., Franklin, 
sponsored by Franklin LGBTQ 
Alliance

December 8

Pre-Chanukah Glow Party, 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., Temple 
Beth Torah, 2162 Washington 
St., Holliston, free latke bar 
with toppings, glow in the dark 
games, crafts & dancing, glow 
menorah lighting, free to public

Christmas Country Fair, 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., St. Blaise Parish 
Hall,1158 S. Main St., Belling-
ham, kids’ zone, Santa 10-2, raf-
fles, homemade gifts and more.

Munchkins with Santa, 10 
a.m., Bellingham Police Depart-
ment, 30 Blackstone St., Belling-
ham

Ayla Brown Christmas, 7:30 
p.m., Hopkinton Center for the 

Arts, 98 Hayden Rowe St., Hop-
kinton, For more info. and link 
for tickets, visit event calendar at 
www.hopartscenter.org

December 8

Pictures with Santa, Franklin 
Police Department, 9 a.m. – 12 
p.m., 911 Panther Way, Frank-
lin, Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
take over the Chief ’s Office for 
pictures, For more info.: Contact 
Officer Rosa at (508) 528-1212 
ext. 1556 or arosa@franklinma.
gov

Second Sunday Speaker 
Series presents WCVB Chronicle’s 
Ted Reinstein, 1:15 p.m., Franklin 
Historical Museum, 80 West 
Central St., Franklin, journalist 
and author will discuss his new 
book Travels through the Heart and 
Soul of  New England -- Stories of  
Struggle, Resilience, and Triumph

December 9

Sondheim Showcase, 7 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin

Milford Regional Tree of Life 
Fundraiser, 5:30-7 p.m., Milford 
Regional Hospital, 14 Prospect 
St., Milford, ornaments and lu-
minaries in honor of  those lost 
to cancer available for purchase, 
event includes short ceremony 
and tree lighting.

December 10

Franklin High School Chorus 
& Orchestra Winter Concert, 7 
p.m., Franklin High School Au-
ditorium, 218 Oak St., Franklin

December 11

Pocus Magic Show! Wednes-
day, 1 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin 
magic, hilarious comedy, music, 
puppets, and snowy surprises for 
children (and adults).

Franklin High School Con-
cert Band and Wind Ensemble 
Winter Concert, 7 p.m., Franklin 
High School Auditorium, 218 
Oak St., Franklin

LGBTQ Book Club, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Pete’s Nerd Emporium, 10 
Main St., Franklin, sponsored by 
Franklin LGBTQ Alliance, book 
title Guapa, by Saleem Haddad

December 12

Franklin Senior Center Win-
ter Wonderland, 4:30-7 p.m., 10 
Daniel McCahill St., Franklin, 
Elvis,  Santa & Mrs. Clause, 
Franklin Fire - touch-a-truck, 
decorated trees, kids’ crafts, 
Santa’s Village, Hot chocolate, 
Cookies

Franklin Federated Church 
“Blue Christmas,” 7 p.m., 171 
Main Street, Franklin, a service 
for those who are having a hard 
time with the “merry” aspect 
of  Christmas, whether due to 
grieving or loneliness. 

December 13

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 1-5 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin

December 14

Franklin Knights of Colum-
bus Sacred Heart Council #1847 
Christmas Gift Card Drive, fol-
lowing all Masses on this day, 
5% of  all gift cards goes to 
SvDP, OR purchase cards for 
SvDP, also online at https://
kofc1847.org/food-card-drive-
donations

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin

First Universalist Society of 
Franklin “Holiday Cookie Walk,” 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m., 262 Chestnut 
St., Franklin

Maker Moments: Silk 
Scarves, 1 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library, 118 Main St., Frank-
lin, Registration Required, craft 
class for adults will cover paint-
ing on silk with alcohol inks.

Visit with Santa, Take a Pic-
ture, Receive a Treat, 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m.,  Bethany House Hope 
Chest, 1134 Main Street, Millis.  
The Hope Chest is an eclectic 
second-hand store operated by 
the Bethany House Ministries, a 
non-profit organization, whose 
mission is to “provide a compas-
sionate, healing environment of  
hope and to provide physical, 
emotional and spiritual sup-
port to those facing challenges, 
especially those impacted by the 
harsh realities of  prison.”  Visit  
https://bethanyhouseministries.
org for more information.

December 15

Franklin Knights of Colum-
bus Sacred Heart Council #1847 
Christmas Gift Card Drive, fol-
lowing all Masses on this day, 
5% of  all gift cards goes to 
SvDP, OR purchase cards for 
SvDP, also online at https://
kofc1847.org/food-card-drive-
donations

“Third Sunday” Music at the 
Museum, 1:15 p.m., Franklin 
Historical Museum, 80 West 
Central St., Franklin,  program 
features a Chamber Music En-
semble, FREE, but donations 
welcome.

December 17

Voice of Franklin Toastmas-
ters, 7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 
23 Hutchinson St., Franklin, 
Zoom option also available, visit 
https://voiceoffranklin.toast-
mastersclubs.org/

Calendar

Enjoy your career!
To learn more, scan the code or visit 

Rodenhiser.com/Careers
Master Plumber: #10961  |  Corporate Plumbing: #2288  |  Master Electrician: #21982A

Master Sheet Metal (Unrestricted): #5867  |  Corporate Sheet Metal: #641
Home Improvement Contractor: #188806

Hiring all techs, all trades!

FLEXIBLE 
SCHEDULE 

TECH 
SUPPORT

MODERN 
TRUCKS 

EXPERIENCE 
& GROWTH

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • ELECTRIC • REMODELING

Extensive Benefit Package including health and 401k plans

CALENDAR
continued on page 23 
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Winter Break Tips for College Bound Seniors
Winter break is the perfect 

time for high school seniors to 
take advantage of  a well-needed 
break from their late night study-
ing and the juggling of  sports, 
work, and clubs. It is a time to 
catch up on sleep, enjoy the holi-
days, and of  course, cross a few 
things off the college application 
checklist! 

Winter Break To-Do List:
At this point, students have 

already submitted their early 
decision and early action college 
applications. This is an ideal time 
for students to submit any out-
standing regular decision college 
applications with January and 
February deadlines.  

1.	 Before break begins:  Be 
certain your teacher & 
guidance counselor recom-
mendation letters and tran-
scripts have been uploaded 
to the Common Applica-
tion prior to break.  

2.	 Finish Regular Decision Ap-
plications: 

•	 Confirm the application 
deadlines, required ma-

terials that will be need-
ed, and complete the 
final edits of  the main 
college essay.  

•	 Complete all supplemen-
tal essays- including op-
tional essays.

•	 Complete and submit 
your regular decision ap-
plications as early as pos-
sible.

•	 And, whatever you do- 
do not wait till 12/31/24 
to fill out and submit 
your 1/1/25 applica-
tions. 

3.	 Create a final College 
spreadsheet: Once the ap-
plications have been sub-
mitted, create a spreadsheet 
with the final list of  colleg-
es. Include: college name, 
campus visit or demonstrat-
ed interest status, the col-
lege’s Acceptance Students 
Day dates, intended major, 
scholarship deadlines, tu-
ition and room & board 
costs, and any other college 
criteria that is important.

4.	 Review College List: Take a 
moment to evaluate the fi-
nal college list. Make sure 
that you would be happy 
to attend ANY of  the col-
leges on your list, especially 
the  “likelys.”  Having a 
balanced college list, which 
includes 2 or 3 likely, prob-
able, and selective colleges, 
will allow a broader range 
of  possibilities. Lastly, take 
the time to reflect if  there is 
a school that’s missing- per-
haps a dream school?  If  it 
is - dream - and apply! 

5.	 Submit Financial Aid Forms:  
Complete and submit the 
FAFSA and CSS forms (if  
required). Each school posts 
their deadlines on the finan-
cial aid page of  their web-
site -important to keep on 
top of  this. The new FAFSA 
form should be available on 
12/1/24.

6.	 Schedule Campus Tours: 
It is not too late and the 
best way to truly deter-
mine whether a college is 
the right fit is to visit the 
campus when the school is 

in session. It’s best not to 
visit campuses over winter 
break, but plan your cam-
pus tour schedule in late 
January or February.  

General Reminders: 

1.	 Admission Portals: Most 
colleges provide access to 
their admission portal so 
that students can check the 
status of  their applications. 
The portal also confirms 
that the colleges have re-
ceived all of  the supplemen-
tal materials (transcript, 
high school profile, recom-
mendation letters, SRAR). 
A student’s application will 
not be reviewed until all re-
quired materials have been 
received. If  a student has 
not received a portal email 
notification from a college, 
call the college’s admission 
office.

2.	 Don’t Let your Academic 
Guard Down:  Make a plan 
to finish the year strong! 
Colleges  review the final 

transcript at the end of  the 
academic year to be certain 
the student has completed 
the necessary credits and 
that their grades are still in 
good-standing. 

Balancing work and play is an 
important part of  maintaining 
good mental health. The winter 
break can achieve both!  Take 
time to also do what you love 
most. And maybe if  you run out 
of  fun things to do, you can have 
your mom & dad teach you how 
to do laundry and make a budget 
- helpful skills in college!  

Good luck and enjoy the 
journey!   

College 101 Admissions 
Consultants LLC. Web-
site: www.mycollege101.com.   
Email: tracy@mycollege101.com. 
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions 
Consultants

The Perfect Season
FOR A NEW BEGINNING AT WHITNEY PLACE

Experience peace of mind and heartfelt care this season with 
Whitney Place at Medway’s Tapestry Memory Care. As the leaves 
change, discover a nurturing, secure environment where those with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia are supported through comfort, safety, 
personalized care, and engaging activities—all in a community that 
feels like home.

Call 508-533-3300 today to schedule a tour
and experience it for yourself.

44 WILLOW POND CIRCLE  |  MEDWAY, MA 02053
 Gary - 508-528-7245
 Jim - 508-294-1130

FRANKLIN  
BATH & TILING

Complete Bathroom  
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES
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December 19

Christmas Gift Wrapping 
Fundraiser, 3:30-8 p.m., Frank-
lin VFW Post 3402, 1034 Pond 
St., Franklin, get trash bag full 
of  Christmas gifts wrapped for 
$20-$30 donation to Gillian 
Reny Stepping Strong Founda-
tion for Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital

Wrap-a-Thon, Thursday, 6 
p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin, Join us 
for a Thursday Night Wrap-a-
thon with music and cocoa!

December 23

Mobile Mini Golf! 1-4 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin

December 24

Franklin Federated Church 
“Christmas Eve Lessons & Car-
ols,” 5 p.m. on December 24th, 
includes Bible passages about 
the Christmas story as well as 
non-Bible poems and reflections 
interspersed with Christmas car-
ols. Worshippers will share the 
light, passing one candle to the 
next, in the final carol, “Silent 
Night.”

December 26

Pumpernickel Puppets! 
10:30 a.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin

December 27

Toe Jam Puppet Band! 1 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin

December 28

Scott Martell Magic Show! 
10:30 a.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin

December 28

Hanukkah Celebration, 5 
p.m., Beaver Pond, Franklin

December 30

Zoo Show with Records & 
Burpee!, 1 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin

Best for ages 5+

December 31

The First Universalist Society 
in Franklin (FUSF) New Year’s 
Eve Labyrinth Walk, 5 – 7 p.m., 
262 Chestnut St., Franklin, Ex-
perience a candlelit labyrinth in 
our sanctuary.

CALENDAR
continued from page 21

Out Guitar and Warrior Within 
classes and the honoring of  fallen 
heroes that takes place monthly 
on the Town Common. Resi-
dents, he said, can continue to 
honor veterans’ legacy by offer-
ing assistance and sometimes just 
an ear to veterans, and by sup-
porting veterans’ organizations 

and others, such as the Franklin 
Elks and Knights of  Columbus, 
that are committed to helping 
veterans. 

Following lunch, Debra Mar-
tin, Franklin’s Veterans’ Services 
Executive Assistant, offered up-
dates and announcements, while 
Commander Dick Hynes and 
Commander Ernest Carruthers 
placed remembrance wreaths.

To contact Franklin’s Veterans 
Services Office, call (508) 613-1315.

VETERANS
continued from page 19

Phyllis Malcolm and Jan Jewett 
welcomed veterans and guests 
to the luncheon.

Franklin Elks Tommy Marcone, Joannie Casey, General Manager, and 
Elena Menize, Franklin Elks Exalted Ruler prepare the buffet table for 
the luncheon.

Walk with The First 
Universalist Society in 
Franklin this December!  
December 14, 2024 - 10 
a.m.- 1p.m. 

2nd Annual Cookie Walk 
Come and stroll through the 

festively decorated Meetinghouse 
at 262 Chestnut St, Franklin, as 
you select from a delicious as-
sortment of  homemade treats 
provided by more than 30 bak-
ers. You are sure to find the per-
fect confections for your holiday 
table, a hostess gift, or your next 
party. 

Cookies will be available for 
$10 per pound. Containers, 
decorated with your choice of  
holiday sticker, will be provided. 
Cash, check, or electronic pay-
ments accepted. Make this event 
part of  your annual holiday fun! 

December 31, 2024 5-7 
p.m.

New Year’s Eve Labyrinth Walk 
This annual free event offers 

an opportunity to experience a 
candlelit labyrinth in our sanc-
tuary. Finger labyrinths will be 
available for people who want to 
experience the labyrinth but have 
mobility issues.

Labyrinths are found through-
out the world with the oldest dat-
ing back thousands of  years. In 
contemporary use, labyrinths 
provide an opportunity for per-
sonal reflection, spiritual prac-
tice, or the reduction of  stress. 

Please allow about 30 min-
utes to walk the 7-Circuit Petite 
Chartres Labyrinth. Socks are re-

quired for the walk. Booties that 
cover footwear will be provided 
for those who need shoes to walk.

Call Bobbi at (508) 446-5131 
for more information about 
the New Year’s Eve Labyrinth 
event. In the event of  a storm, 
or unsafe driving conditions, the 
walk will be canceled, and a no-
tice will be posted to the FUSF 
Facebook page.

The First Universalist Society 
in Franklin is a Unitarian Uni-
versalist Welcoming Congrega-
tion located at 262 Chestnut 
Street, Franklin MA. For further 
information about FUSF and 
these events please explore our 
website at fusf.org or contact our 
Interim Minister, the Reverend 
Beverly Waring at (508) 528- 
5348 or minister@fusf.org 
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December 2024 at Franklin Public Library
The Library will close early 

at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, December 
24th and December 31st and is 
closed Wednesday, December 
25th for Christmas. 

Franklin Public Library’s 
2024 Reading Challenge!

December: A 2024 Goodreads 
Choice Award Nominee or Winner! 

Welcome to the Franklin Pub-
lic Library’s first Annual Read-
ing Challenge! For each monthly 
prompt that you complete and 
submit on time you will receive a 
Free Book Coupon that’s good at 
the library’s Book Sale. Submis-
sions MUST be submitted by the 
last day of  each month in order 
to qualify for that month’s Free 
Book Coupon. For complete de-
tails and to sign-up, visit our web-
site at https://www.franklinma.
gov/franklin-public-library/
pages/2024-reading-challenge. 
Grand prizes made possible by 
the Friends of  the Franklin Li-
brary!

Franklin Public Library 
VITA: Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance

Volunteers are always needed 
for the IRS Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance and Tax Coun-
seling for the Elderly programs… 
better known as VITA and TCE.

Many volunteer roles are 
available. You can help as a 
greeter, an interpreter, and many 
other roles, but most of  all, we 
need tax preparers. Training for 
certification is provided!

Learn more at https://www.
irs.gov/individuals/irs-tax-vol-
unteers or email site coordinator 
Mitzi Gousie at mgousie@min-
lib.net

ESL & Adult Literacy 
Program

The Franklin Public Library 
has started an English as a Sec-
ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Franklin 
and its surrounding communi-
ties.  Volunteers and students do 
not need to be Franklin residents. 
If  interested, fill out the registra-
tion form on the library’s website.

Special Events for Kids

Holiday Crafternoon! Saturday, 
December 7th @ 1 p.m.

‘Tis the season! For kiddos of  
all ages! We’ll have an assortment 
of  winter and holiday themed 
crafts for all to enjoy! No regis-
tration required.
Pocus Magic Show! Wednesday, 
December 11th @ 1 p.m.

Join us for a winter wonder-
land of  amazing magic, hilari-
ous comedy, music, puppets, and 
snowy surprises! Children (and 
adults) of  all ages will love this 
holiday-themed magic show! No 
registration required.
Pancakes & Pajamas! Saturday, 
December 14th @ 10:30 a.m.

Keep your jammies on and 
join us for a cozy pancake break-
fast, hot cocoa, and holiday 
music with Jamie Barrett! 

Fairytale Fun! Saturday, December 
21st @ 1 p.m.

Bundle up in your winter fin-
est and join us for a special visit 
from our favorite royal sisters! 
There will be singing, danc-
ing, interactive storytelling and 
a photo opportunity with each 
guest! 
Mobile Mini Golf! Monday, 
December 23rd @ 1-4 p.m.

Bring your friends and family 
and we’ll provide the rest! Join us 
as we transform the library into 
a Mini Golf  course! *Children 
under the age of  14 MUST be 
accompanied by an adult.
Pumpernickel Puppets! Thursday, 
December 26th @ 10:30 a.m.

Toe Jam Puppet Band! Friday, 
December 27th @ 1 p.m.

Join the Toe Jam Puppet Band 
for a rockin’ concert at the Frank-
lin Public Library!
Scott Martell Magic Show! 
Saturday, December 28th @  
10:30 a.m.

Wish Upon a Star Slime! Saturday, 
December 28th @ 1 p.m.

Zoo Show with Records & 
Burpee! Monday, December 
30th @ 1 p.m.

Join us for a Wild and Edu-
cational program featuring live 
exotic animals! Best for ages 5 
and up.
Noon Year’s Eve Party! Tuesday, 
December 21st @ 11 a.m.

Let’s sendoff 2024 in style! 
Join us for an end of  the year 
bash as we ring in 2025 early! 

We’ll have music, snacks, games, 
and a super new year’s celebra-
tion! 

Special Events for Teens

Musical BINGO: Carol Edition! 
Wednesday December 4th @ 5 
p.m.

Part Bingo, part trivia, partici-
pants will listen to the music as it 
plays and fill in their bingo cards! 
This month’s Bingo theme: Car-
ols!
Hack Your College App! 
Wednesday, December 4th  
@ 6 p.m.

Applying to college? Come by 
and meet with Jorge Marinez, a 
former College Guidance Coun-
selor and a current Admissions 
Counselor to help you stand out.

Special Events for Adults

Jewelry Gifts with PT Color 
Market, Thursday December 5th @ 
6:30 p.m.

Registration Required Make 
a gift for yourself  or a loved one 
with PT Color Market!
Maker Moments: Silk Scarves, 
Saturday December 14th @ 1 p.m.

Registration Required! Take a 
moment to try a craft this holiday 
with Mrs. Mitzi! This craft class 
for adults will cover painting on 
silk with alcohol inks.
Friends of Franklin Library 
Meeting, Tuesday December 17th 
@ 7 p.m.

Love the Library? Then how 
about joining the Friends! At-

tend the next Friends of  Frank-
lin Library meeting! Contact the 
FOFL at: fofl02038@gmail.com 
| Follow the Friends on Twitter: 
@FriendsFranklin

Special Events for All 
Ages

Sondheim Showcase, Monday 
December 9th @ 7 p.m.

Concert: Celtic & Christmas with 
Jeff Snow December 7th at  
3:00 p.m.

Join us in welcoming Jeff Snow 
as he combines the music, stories 
and history from Scotland, Ire-
land and England into a concert 
on the ‘softer side of  Celtic’ to 
warm the heart.
Wrapping Station opens 
December 16th – 23rd 

The wrapping station returns! 
All the usual wrapping tools are 
available for use at the library.
Wrap-a-Thon, Thursday December 
19th @ 6 p.m.

Join us for a Thursday Night 
Wrap-a-thon with music and 
cocoa!
Wish Upon a Star Slime, Saturday 
December 28th @ 1 p.m.

Franklin Library Book 
Sale

Friday, December 13th, 1-5 p.m., 
Saturday, December 14th, 9 a.m. 
- Noon

All books are just one dollar!
Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Saturday, 
December 14th, from 1-4 p.m.

Attention Middle and 
High School Students: 
Join Pantry Elves and Help Raise Funds for 
Franklin Food Pantry

The Franklin Food 
Pantry, which provides 
supplemental food and 
household necessities, 
invites middle and 
high school students to 
volunteer for the Pan-
try Elves campaign!

Since 2005, hundreds 
of  students have participated in 
this holiday-inspired campaign, 
which has evolved into one of  
The Pantry’s largest fundraising 
events of  the year. The annual 
campaign has been instrumen-

tal in raising funds to fight 
food insecurity during 
the holiday season and 
throughout the year.

This year, Pantry 
Elves will fundraise 

electronically from 
their friends and family 

members and will not can-
vass neighborhoods. Donations, 
which will be used to purchase 
fresh produce, dairy, meats and 
proteins, and household necessi-
ties, will be sent directly to The 
Pantry.

Pantry Elves registration is 
open through December 2, 2024, 
and volunteers will receive 12 
hours of  community service. To 
register, visit www.franklinfood-
pantry.org/get-involved/volun-
teer/pantryelves, or contact Jen 
Johnson, Development Associate 
Franklin Food Pantry, at jjohn-
son@franklinfoodpantry.org.

Charles River Chorale & 
Children’s Choir Concert Dec. 8 

The Charles River Chorale 
and the Charles River Children’s 
Choir are pleased to present their 
Winter Concert on Sunday, De-
cember 8th at 2 p.m. at the Med-
way High School Auditorium.  
Doors open at 1:30 p.m.  

The theme of  this season’s 
concert is Let It Snow! The con-
cert will include winter standards 
like “Sleigh Ride,” “Winter Won-
derland,” and “Let it Snow, Let 
it Snow, Let it Snow,” as well as 
more modern pieces, like “It Feels 
New” by Pinkzebra and “Amid 
the Falling Snow” by Enya. The 
choir will be accompanied on 
some songs by a bassist, a cellist 
and a percussionist.  

Under the leadership of  di-
rector Ashley Nelson-Oneschuk, 
the Charles River Chorale is cel-

ebrating 40 years as a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization. Member-
ship is at an all time high of  over 
100 dedicated singers, who hail 
from Millis, Medway, Norfolk, 
Medfield, Holliston, Walpole, 
Foxboro, Franklin and other 
neighboring towns.  

Visit https://our.show/
charlesriverchorale or use the QR 
code for ticket information.
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“If you are looking for a 
real estate expert, with 
excellent interpersonal 

skills, who is hardworking, 
has the best business 

connections in the area, 
and truly cares about her 

clients, don’t hesitate,  
call Susan!”
~Amber

308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 508-520-9696508-520-9696

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for 
aggressive 

representation and 
Eileen came through 
selling our home in 

4 days, above asking 
price. Couldn’t ask for a 

better agent!”
~Paul L.

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

1 Delta Drive 1 Delta Drive 
FranklinFranklin

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

10 Birchtree Circle 10 Birchtree Circle 
Franklin Franklin 

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

UAG

8 Virginia Road 8 Virginia Road 
MedwayMedway

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

UAG

839 Lincoln Street 839 Lincoln Street 
FranklinFranklin

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

UAG

23 Country Village Way 23 Country Village Way 
MillisMillis

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

UAG

31 Lakeshore Drive31 Lakeshore Drive
 Norfolk Norfolk

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

16 Lavendar Street 16 Lavendar Street 
MillisMillis

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

UAG

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
 

Sen. Ed Markey Visits SAFE Coalition
Discusses Substance Use Crisis & Response

On Oct. 27, Senator Ed Mar-
key visited SAFE Coalition in 
Franklin to discuss the state of  
substance use and mental health 
crises in the area and the organi-
zation’s proactive response strat-
egy. State Representative Jeffrey 
Roy, a founding SAFE board 
member, also attended.  

SAFE, a nonprofit founded 
to combat the rising threat of  
opioid addiction and overdose 
in southeastern Massachusetts, 
hosted Markey for an in-depth 
discussion, exploring topics like 
the role public perception plays 
in access to substance misuse and 
mental health support. 

“The link between addiction 
and mental health must be des-
tigmatized before people can get 
help,” Markey said. “No one can 
will their way out of  it.”

The conversation highlighted 
SAFE’s initiatives, including 
regular Narcan trainings at Ded-
ham Jail, early intervention edu-

cational small groups for local 
children, and support groups 
for individuals and families af-
fected by substance use. SAFE’s 
approach to community-wide, 
wraparound care was notable for 
Senator Markey. 

“I understand the mission,” 
Markey said. “Because if  one 
person suffers, everyone suffers.” 

The nonprofit’s CEO Jen 
Levine said SAFE helps many 
people who arrive at the office on 
one of  the hardest days of  their 
lives. 

“We are also here for them 
long before then, in small and 
straightforward ways,” said 
Levine, “so that if  their worst day 
ever arrives, they know where 
they can turn.”

Many are first introduced to 
SAFE through services like the 
organization’s free diaper and car 
seat bank or community events 
like medication takeback and 
CPR trainings.

Markey has championed 
substance use intervention at 
the state and national levels 
throughout his political career. 
His first encounter with SAFE 
was at the 2015 National Pre-
scription Drug and Heroin 
Summit in Atlanta, which he at-
tended with President Obama.

SAFE now serves over 37 
towns across the state with recov-
ery and support groups, referral 
services, one-on-one nonclinical 
recovery support, resource con-
nection, community trainings, 
educational programming for 

adolescents and schools, events 
like film screenings and talks, 
sober art and music nights, and 
trauma-informed yoga. SAFE 
also voluntarily advises opioid 
abatement funding boards in 

municipalities across the state.
For more information on 

SAFE’s services or collaboration 
opportunities, contact SAFE at 
(508) 488-8105 or info@safeco-
alitionma.org.
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Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!
If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects, 

then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously 
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact 

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family 
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

 Learn more here: wbahomes.com             |             Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com

Norfolk County Register of Deeds Toy & Food Drives
Dedham, MA – Believing that 

the true spirit of  the holidays 
lies in giving rather than receiv-
ing, Norfolk County Register of  
Deeds William P. O’Donnell is 
sponsoring the Registry’s 17th 
annual U.S. Marine Corps Re-
serve Toys for Tots drive. Dona-
tions of  new toys and games can 
be brought directly to the Nor-
folk County Registry of  Deeds 
building, located at 649 High St. 
in Dedham, through Tuesday, 
December 10th, at 10 a.m. A 
marked donation bin will be set 

up in the lobby, which is open 
Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Since 1947, the national pro-
gram has delivered over 677 mil-
lion toys.

Since 2007, the Registry of  
Deeds has collected over 1,700 
toy donations for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots 
program.

The Norfolk County Register 
of  Deeds is also running a Holi-
day Food Drive at its location 
through December 19th.  

“There is no doubt that Nor-
folk County is a desirable place to 
live and to work. However, there 
are people throughout the county 
who are facing difficult situations. 
This year, we, as a community, 
have seen a rising demand for 
food assistance, and it is crucial 
that we come together to support 
those in need,” said Register of  
Deeds William P. O’Donnell.

A donation bin for non-perish-
able food items will also be set-up 
in the Registry’s lobby. Suggested 
donations include canned goods, 

breakfast cereals, pasta, sauces, 
toiletries, and paper products.

“We (Interfaith Social Ser-
vices) are experiencing an 87% 
increase in the demand for food 
assistance,” said Rick Doane, 
Executive Director for Interfaith 
Social Services in Quincy. “We 
would be extremely grateful for 
any assistance that the local com-
munity could provide.”

If  you Can not get to the Reg-
istry of  Deeds building to drop 
off food, you can check the Regis-
try website at www.norfolkdeeds.

org for a pantry location in your 
community.

“Working together, we can 
truly make a huge difference this 
holiday season,” concluded Reg-
ister O’Donnell. To learn more 
about Registry of  Deed’s events 
and initiatives, find us on social 
media. The Norfolk County Reg-
istry of  Deeds is located at 649 
High Street in Dedham. Find out 
more at  www.norfolkdeeds.org , 
call (781) 461-6101 or email reg-
isterodonnell@norfolkdeeds.org.

Quilt Guild Members Hail from 35 Southeastern Mass. Towns
The Rhododendron Needlers 

Quilt Guild (RNQG) exhibited 
its Raffle Quilt at Franklin Mill 

Store at 305 Union Street Frank-
lin, for the month of  November. 
The quilt is called

“Star Gazing” as it features 
the traditional Hunter’s Star 
Block. It is presented in beautiful 

shades of  blue and white, mea-
sures 67 inches x 82 inches and 
was created by dozens of  guild 
members. It was machine-quilted 
by Diana R. Annis, a guild mem-
ber and nationally known long 
arm quilter. 

The raffle proceeds support 
the guild’s mission of  education 
and philanthropy.

RNQG has been in existence 
since 1983 and is currently 76 
members strong, representing 
35 towns around southeastern 
Mass. Guild meetings are the 
third Wednesday of  each month 
from September through June at 
7 p.m. at the Knights of  Colum-
bus Hall in Walpole.

The guild’s philanthropy 
includes donating an average 
of  100 comfort quilts per year 
through local social service agen-
cies such as the Home for Little 
Wanderers, as well as support-
ing the New England Quilt Mu-
seum, providing a scholarship to 
a graduating senior from a high 
school in our member network 

and a donation to that senior’s 
public library for the purpose of  
purchasing materials about art.

Reference rnqg.org for specif-
ics and consider joining the guild 
as we wrap celebrating its 40th 
year to start or continue your 
quilting journey.

The Rhododendron Needlers Quilt 
Guild (RNQG) recently raffled 
off this quilt, “Star Gazing.” The 
40-year old group welcomes new 
members.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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PENDING

SOLD

16 Lilac Avenue

Bellingham

90 E. Central Street #302

Franklin

14 Forest Park Drive

Mendon

66 Captains Row

Chelsea

19 Thornton Street

Mendon

98 Spruce Street

Milford

457 Lincoln Road

Walpole

5 Evergreen Drive

Franklin

9 Sycamore Place

Plainville

11 Buena Vista Drive

Franklin

6 King Philip Road

Franklin

Lorraine KuneyLorraine Kuney
508-380-9938508-380-9938

lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” “The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” 

Wishing Everyone Joy and Peace this Holiday Season!

It’s always the season to Sell your home.It’s always the season to Sell your home.
Call Lorraine Kuney Today 508-Call Lorraine Kuney Today 508-380380-9938-9938

Experience. Experience. Service. Service. TrustTrust  

ANNUAL SUPPORT OF SANTA FOUNDATION
Lorraine is doing her annual sponsoring of  a Giving Tree for The Santa 

Foundation. Please consider helping local families by selecting a Tag or Tags 
for a child. Visit her office @RE/MAX Executive Realty 308 West Central Street, 

Franklin or for Contactless options Call or email Lorraine direct.
Lorrainekuney@gmail.com or 508-380-9938.  Return your  

new, unwrapped contributions by December 20th. The gifts will be distributed 
after December 21st by The Santa Foundation volunteers.

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION 

CONDO
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862 Washington St. 
Franklin

www.shaded-spaces.com
855- 574-2333

Owners Danny & Tammy Lewis proudly present
Franklin’s first StruXure Pergola outdoor dining area

at The Shed Craft Bar & Kitchen.

158 Longhill Rd. 
Franklin

65 Benjamin Day Dr.
Wrentham

7 Northgate Rd. 
Franklin

Buyer

822 Maple Book Rd.
Bellingham

Tammy Todaro
508-277-2977

www.todaroteamhomes.com

5 Field Cir. 
Wrentham

55 A Street
Franklin

57 A Street
Franklin

Buyer
147 Dean St. 

Norwood 

6.68 Acres, 
5 Stall Horse Barn

There is no place like home for
the holidays


