
MENDON —  Nipmuc Re-
gional High School choruses re-
cently participated in the Boston 
Choral Festival. 

On Oct. 25, about 20 Nipmuc 
singers took the stage at The Cy-
clorama at the Boston Center for 
the Arts in the Back Bay along-
side the Cantata Singers. The 

Arlington and Westborough High 
School choirs also participated. 
The performance took place after 
a day of  immersive workshops, 
where students learned multiple 
choral movements.

By Theresa Knapp
The Town of  Mendon 

has received the final fund-
ing needed to preserve 
a 201-acre property on 
Thayer Road to be known 
as “The Oak and Wall Farm 
Preserve.” 

The project was selected 
by the Executive Office of  
Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs (EEA) to receive 
$500,000 in assistance from 
the Local Acquisitions for 
Natural Diversity (LAND) 
Grant Program. The prop-
erty will be preserved for 
wildlife habitat, public trails, 
and aquifer protection. 

The LAND Grant Pro-
gram assists municipal con-
servation commissions in 
acquiring land for the pro-
tection of  natural resources 
and passive outdoor recre-
ation purposes. 

Anne Mazar is Chair of  

Mendon receives $500,000 grant for
201-acre property on Thayer Road
Stewards needed for The Oak and Wall Farm Preserve

The Town of Mendon has secured a $500,000 grant which is the 
last funding needed to protect The Oak and Wall Farm Preserve, 
a 201-acre property on Thayer Road.  Courtesy photo

Nipmuc Regional High 
School students participate 
in Boston Choral Festival

Nipmuc Regional High School Choruses recently participated in the Boston 
Choral Festival. Photo courtesy Mendon-Upton Regional School District

SEVEN BRANDS // BEST VEHICLE SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND 
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Discounts up to $10,000 
or as much as 15% off!

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND 
CREDIT UNIONS TO GET YOU THE 

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE!
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GOLD 
MEDAL 

WINNER COME SEE WHAT MAKES US NUMBER ONE!

SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION! 
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Let Us Help You SELL or FIND Your Perfect HOME for the Holidays!

Robyn Nasuti & Sean Terrell
ABR, ASP, SRS, GREEN, SRES, MBA
Home & Land Specialists

ROBYN: 774-573-1336 • RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com • SEAN: 774-696-6402  

Helping families buy & sell homes for 23 years 60C MELLEN ST.   •   HOPEDALE   •   508-634-0030
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THE MARTIAL INSTINCT SELF-DEFENSE
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ONLY $59ONLY $59
CHILDREN & ADULTS

the Mendon Land/Energy 
Use Committee, and Chair 
of  the Mendon Community 
Preservation Committee. 
She said this award is im-
portant because, without 
it, the project would have 
fallen through. 

“This was a collabora-
tive effort. Mass Audubon 

has committed $200,000, 
The Nature Conservancy 
has committed $600,000, 
and the Town of  Mendon 
voted [May 2024] to spend 
$500,000 of  CPA funds if  
we received the rest of  the 
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LOOKING TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS?
Contact Susanne

508-954-8148   •   sue@sodellconsult.com

Upton BoyUpton Boy
Scout Troop 132Scout Troop 132

CHRISTMAS TREECHRISTMAS TREE
PICKUP $10PICKUP $10

Saturday
Jan. 4, 2025

SIGN UP at:
Troop132Upton.org

EMAIL
with questions to:

 UptonScouting@gmail.com

Please Have Tree Curbside By 9am
UPTON RESIDENTS ONLY

*ALL DECORATIONS MUST BE REMOVED

Letter of thanks to Mendon residents 
for support of Food Pantry 

Letter to the Editor: 
The Mendon Senior Center Staff, Council on Aging Mem-

bers and Food Pantry volunteers would all like to express our 
gratitude to the residents of  Mendon and to the Scouts for 
partnering with us as we help neighbors in need. 

Your generosity has helped to replenish the food pantry as 
we head into winter. 

Any Mendon resident experiencing food insecurity is en-
couraged to contact Janet Hubener, Outreach Coordinator, at 
508-478-6175 for confidential assistance.
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See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the 
garage door? Give yourself peace of mind that 
your family and home are safe and secure with the 
LiftMaster Secure View™ 84505R. The built-in camera 
lets you stream video, record it, and offers 2-way 
communication through the myQ app — which also 
allows you to remotely open and close your garage 
door from anywhere, at anytime.Model 84505R

Download 
the FREE 
myQ® app
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Your trusted local professional service & installer
UNMATCHED REPUTATION, OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Pictured left to right is Michael Penner, Executive General manager Imperial Cars, Ms. Natalie Webb, 
Air Force veteran and Thanks To Yanks Volunteer, Michael Shain, president, and founder of Thanks To 
Yanks. Yearly around Veteran's Day Imperial partners with Thanks To Yanks with their Hope For Heroes 
program, with a collection of important items for veterans that are in need of assistance. Shain says, 
"We are so very grateful for the commitment that Imperial makes to support our veterans.” For more 
information on Thanks To Yanks, please like them on Facebook. Courtesy photo

Upton BVT students receive
Adams Scholarship
6 students earn free tuition to public
college or university in Massachusetts

UPTON – The John and 
Abigail Adams Scholarship is a 
merit-based program that pro-
vides tuition at a Massachusetts 
state college or university - 78 
Blackstone Valley Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School 
seniors are the proud recipients 
of  an Adams Scholarship. The 
award allows these students an 
option to further their voca-
tional and career training with 
additional education, advanced 
training, and credentials.

The first-time score on a high 
school MCAS exam determines 
eligibility for an Adams Scholar-
ship. Adams Scholars receive 
free tuition for up to eight se-
mesters of  undergraduate edu-
cation at a Massachusetts public 

college or university, renewable 
for eight consecutive semesters 
or four years. Recipients must 
use the tuition credit in the first 
fall semester following their high 
school graduation and maintain 
a GPA of  3.0 or better.

The following BVT Class 
of  2025 students from Upton 
are among 78 BVT students to 
earn a John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship: 
- Samantha Carroll, Information 
Technology 
- Kylie French, Painting & Design 
- Cassidy Lyon, Health Services 
- Harmony Melendez-Torres, 
Biotechnology 
- Ryan Poirier, Advanced Manu-
facturing
- John Simas, Electronics 
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centralfcu.com | (800) 527-1017

centralfcu.com • 508-482-5371

Open an IRA Certificate at Central One and enjoy 
peace of mind for your future.

Federally insured by NCUA.

Start investing in your future today

Open at our Milford branch located at 
82 Prospect Street today!

 

NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
300 FORTUNE BOULEVARD | MILFORD, MA 01757IMPERIAL TOYOTA

+SALE ENDS 12/31/2024. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PRICE INCLUDES ALL 
APPLICABLE REBATES AND INCENTIVES INCLUDING $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSIST. SEE US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT 
MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $595 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR 
PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 7 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CER-
TIFIED USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK WITHIN 7 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK 
VEHICLE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

*New 2024 Tacoma SR5 V6 Double Cab with MSRP: $43,123. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles 
per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $382 per month for 36 months with $4,031 due at signing (including $2,999 
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $382, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection fees 
are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear, and 
$350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM24-1253. Offer ends 12/31/2024.

$40,623+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$382*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

40 TACOMAs 
AVAILABLE

save $2500

#TM24-1253

Brand Spankin’ New  
2024 TOYOTA 

TACOMA SR5 
4x4 - i-FORCE 2.4L

• Double Cab • Alloys • Lane Departure • Turbo

MSRP: 
$43,123

*New 2024 RAV4 XLE AWD with MSRP: $36,469. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per 
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $420 per month for 36 months with $4,069 due at signing (including $2,999 
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $420, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection 
fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess 
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# SC493889. Offer ends 12/31/2024.

$35,969+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$420*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

10 RAV4s 
AVAILABLE

save $500

#SC493889

Brand Spankin’ New  
2025 TOYOTA 

RAV4 XLE SUV 
ADV AWD - 2.5L

• Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth • Lane Departure

MSRP: 
$36,469

By Matthew Bachtold, Library Direc-
tor and Lee Ann Murphy, Children’s 
Librarian

Learn tabletop games this 
Winter!

Modern tabletop games are a 
great, screen-free hobby to learn 
this winter. Assemble a colorful 
tile mosaic in Azul, or chart the 
course of  history in 7 Wonders! 
Upton Library hosts a monthly 
game night where you can come 
to learn and play, and we also 
have copies of  award-winning 
games for you to borrow and 
play at home.

Tabletop Game Night for 
Adults – Thursday, Dec. 19

Join our tabletop game se-
ries for adults! New games are 
featured each month such as 7 
Wonders, Mysterium, and Azul. 
Meets every third Thursday of  
the month from 5:15 - 7:30 p.m. 
Beginners and experienced play-
ers both welcome. Register at 
uptonlibrary.org.

Teen Hangout 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 2 - 

5 p.m. (New program just for Teens)
Teen Hangout is a time just 

for tweens and teens! Every 
Tuesday and Thursday after 
school, we reserve the Class-
room as a space for teens to 
hangout, play video games and 
board games, make crafts, read, 
and more. This is a drop-in 
program.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Keep This, Toss That - For 

a Clutter-Free New Year
Virtual Event, Tuesday, Jan. 7 

at 7 p.m.
New year, fresh start: join 

Organizing Humorist and best-
selling author Jamie Novak as 
she shares her laugh-out-loud 
funny approach for what to do 
with all the stuff – without get-
ting overwhelmed. This event is 
brought to you in collaboration 
with the Newton Free Library. 
Registration required. Please 

note that this event is virtual 
and takes place live, it will not 
be recorded. 

Hot Cocoa Pastel Art
Thursday, Jan. 9, 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Ages 12 - Adult
Participants will create a very 

colorful cup of  hot cocoa that 
includes exciting contemporary 
art patterns, all while using oil 
pastels and construction paper. 
Register online to participate.

Virtual Author Talk Series
View free online author talks, 

either live or recorded. Regis-
ter and get more information 
at the library website, or at 
https://libraryc.org/upton-
townlibrary

Author Talk with T.J. 
Klune: The Magic of  Found 
Family - Wednesday, Jan. 15 at 
7 p.m.

Author Talk with 
Amanda Montell: Notes on 
Modern Irrationality - Thurs-

day, Jan. 23 at 2 p.m.

Children’s & Young Adult 
Events

Baypath Humane Society 
Visit – Dec. 23 at 3 p.m.

Join us as we welcome a 
representative from Baypath 
Humane Society, along with 
a furry friend! Michelle Kreel 
will speak to us about fostering 
and/or adopting pets, and how 
to help their organization. This 
is a collaborative event with the 
Upton Senior Center. Ages 5 to 
105 are welcome. Pre-registra-
tion required. 

Movies at the Library – 
Dec. 26 & 30

Join us for movies in our 
Greatroom. On Dec. 26, from 
5 - 7:30 p.m., we will screen 
Indiana Jones and the Dial of  Des-
tiny, rated PG-13, for ages 13+. 
On Dec. 30, from 1 - 3 p.m., 
we will screen The Goonies, 
rated PG, for ages 8+. No reg-

Upton Town Library Calendar of Events
9 Milford Street, Upton   •   508-529-6272   •   UptonLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-8   •   Mon., Fri. & Sat. 9-4   •   Sun. CLOSED

UPTON LIBRARY 
continued on page 12

istration required.

MONTHLY LIBRARY 
EVENTS – REGISTER 
NOW!

All programs and events re-
quire pre-registration at uptonli-
brary.org or call 508-529-6272. 
Registrations open the month 
prior to events.
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Mendon Senior Center news for Dec. and Jan.
COA Holiday Dinner

Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 12 p.m.
Dick and Betty Ferrucci are 

generously sponsoring the an-
nual COA Holiday Dinner.  
Seating is limited. Please contact 
the senior center to inquire 
about reservations.

Miscoe 6th Grade Chorus 
Holiday Program
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 10:30 a.m.

The Miscoe students can’t 
wait to perform for you. Please 
save the date and contact the 
center to reserve a seat and con-
sider staying for lunch.

 
Minstrels Holiday Perfor-

mance
Thursday, Dec. 19 at 11 a.m.

The Mendon Minstrels will 
be offering us a festive holiday 
performance, followed by a lun-
cheon. Space is limited for this 
popular event, please contact 
the Senior Center to register.

Western themed New 
Years Eve Celebration

Dec. 31 11 a.m. -  2 p.m.
Let’s celebrate the incoming 

New Year together! Join us at 
the center for a festive Western 
themed New Years Ever Party. 
Enjoy an assortment of  tasty 
appetizers and delicious des-
serts with friends and toast the 
new year! A donation of  $5 per 
person is requested. Please stop 
in or call to register at the Senior 
Center.

 
Weekly Programs: Call for 

more information and avail-
ability.
- Shopping Van – Monday 9 
a.m.
- Walking Group – Mon/Wed/
Fri 8:30 a.m.

- Chorus – Mondays 1 a.m.
- SHINE Counseling – Mon. 
12:30 p.m.
- Chair Exercise – Tues/Thurs 
9 a.m.
- Lunch – Tues/Thurs 12 p.m.
- Hand, Knee & Foot – Tuesday 
1 p.m.
- Panera Bread – Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
- Qigong – Wednesday 10 a.m.
- Cribbage – Wednesday 9:45 a.m.
- Genealogy – 1st/3rd Wed 1 p.m.
- Mah Jong – Wed/Thurs 1 p.m.
- Knitting Group – Thursday 1 p.m.

 
Outreach Assistance
Senior Center Outreach 

Coordinator, Janet Hubener 
is available to offer free confi-
dential counseling, caregiver 
support, and information and 
referral services on aging issues 
for seniors and caregivers. This 
position is grant funded in part 
under a state grant. Home visits 
are available, please contact 
Janet at 508-478-6175.

Individuals who can help 
transport parishioners to local 
churches/house of  worship. 
Please contact Janet Hubener.

Social Security Adopts 
New Income Rules for SSI 
Benefits

The Social Security Admin-
istration has dropped a long-
standing policy of  counting 
financial help from friends or 
family for buying food as in-
come that affects eligibility, and 
payment amounts for Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) - 
part of  a suite of  changes to the 
program that could boost ben-
efits for hundreds of  thousands 
of  economically vulnerable 
older adults and people with 
disabilities.

Guided Meditation for 
Stress Reduction
Friday, Jan. 10 at 11 a.m.

Faith Kennedy, certified in-
structor, will offer a one-hour 
guided meditation for stress 
reduction and relaxation on Fri-
day, Jan. 10 at 11 a.m. with tips 
for continuing success at home. 
Space is limited, so call 508-478-
6175 or stop by the senior cen-
ter to reserve your space early. 
Faith will then offer crystal bowl 
therapy. Crystal bowl sound 
therapy is an ancient practice 
in which sound healers produce 
different sound frequencies with 
quartz crystal singing bowls to 
restore balance and harmony 
in the body. The cost is $25 per 
person. Call or stop by the se-
nior center to register.

REAL ESTATE TAX EX-
EMPTIONS

While taxes cannot be 
avoided, some taxpayers may 
be entitled to partial relief  via 

a “real estate tax exemption.” 
A tax exemption is a discharge 
from the obligation to pay all 
or a portion of  a tax. There 
are several types of  exemptions 
each with its own requirements; 
one that is age related (65 years 
or older detailed below), others 
given due to blindness, surviving 
spouse or veteran’s status. Men-
don’s Principal Assessor, Sherrie 
Bates will be at the Mendon Se-
nior Center on Wednesday, Jan. 
22 at 1 p.m. (with a snow date 
of  Feb. 12 at 1 p.m.) at the Men-
don Senior Center, 62 Provi-
dence St. Mendon to review the 
requirements and to answer any 
questions. Please stop by or call 
the senior center at 508-478-
6175 to register.

Applications for all of  these 
exemptions are due no later 
than April 1, 2025. If  you are 
unable to come to our presenta-
tion on Jan. 22 please contact 
the Assessor’s office 508-473-
2738 for confidential assistance.   

Dog Grooming Services

3YEARSin aROW!

COUNTRY HILLS PLAZA Rt. 16, MENDON   •   508-473-4744
Family Owned & Operated For Over 50 Years!

FROM YOUR LOCAL FAVORITE GROOMER
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The Upton Mendon Free Press is currently 
seeking freelance writers who live in the area 
and are interested in writing for our publication. 
If interested, please send a résumé and writing 
sample to editor@UptonMendonfreepress.com

MEMBER FDIC | NMLS #583135 1 Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) effective as of 12/1/2024 and subject to change 
at any time after the account is open. The interest rate and annual percentage yield for your account depend upon the 

applicable rate tier. The interest rate and annual percentage yield for these tiers may change. If the eligibility requirements 
are not met the account will earn a lower interest rate and corresponding APY and will not be eligible for refund of ATM 
surcharge transaction fees. Fees may reduce earnings. The account does not have a maximum deposit limit. Minimum 
balance of $10 to open the account. Other restrictions may apply, inquire for details.
• In order to be eligible for the disclosed Tier I and Tier II interest rate, Annual Percentage Yield (APY), and refund of 

domestic ATM Surcharges the following conditions must be met in a given statement cycle:
 - A minimum of 8 posted and settled debit card purchase transactions during the statement cycle. Not all purchase 

transactions post or settle on the day they occur.
 - Active enrollment in e-statements – you must sign into your online banking account at least once every 12 months to 

keep enrollment active. Limit one account per customer holding position of primary account holder.

e by UniBank Checking
Basic Rate of  

Interest
APY12.99%

Rates on balances 
less than $15,000

Rates on balances 
$15,000 and above 

%0.01
On entire balance when 
minimum requirements 

are not met

APY1

Scan to open an account online 
or visit any UniBank branch! Find 
your nearest branch at 
unibank.com/locations.

Why lock your money into a CD 
when you can get a GREAT rate in a 

checking account?!

www.unibank.com
800.578.4270

APY10.45%

10 Cedar Street, Hopkinton
HopkintonVision.com  |  508.435.4711

Welcoming New Patients

Dr. Steven Perryman & Office Team

Schedule an Appointment Today!

• Quality/Detailed Eye Exams
• Contact Lens Fitting
• Optical Lab and Repairs
• Extensive Frame Selection

• Dry Eye Specialist
• LASIK Consultations
• IPL and MiBoFlo
• Emergency Eye Care

As we enter the holiday sea-
son, your life may well become 
busier. Still, you might want to 
take the time to consider some 
financial moves before we turn 
the calendar to 2025.

Here are a few suggestions:
•   Review your investment 

portfolio. As you look at 
your portfolio, ask these ques-
tions: Has its performance 
met my expectations this 

year? Does it still reflect my 
goals, risk tolerance and time 
horizon? Do I need to rebal-
ance? You might find that 
working with a financial pro-
fessional can help you answer 
these and other questions you 
may have about your invest-
ments.

•    Add to your 401(k) and 
HSA. If  you can afford it, 
and your employer allows it, 
consider putting more money 
into your 401(k) before 
the year ends — including 
“catch-up” contributions if  
you’re 50 or older. You might 
also want to add to your 
health savings account (HSA) 
by the tax-filing deadline in 
April. 

•   Use your FSA dollars. 
Unlike an HSA, a flexible 
spending account (FSA) 
works on a “use-it-or-lose-it” 
basis, meaning you lose any 
unspent funds at the end of  
the year. So, if  you still have 
funds left in your account, 

try to use them up in 2024. 
(Employers may grant a 2½ 
month extension, so check 
with your human resources 
area to see if  this is the case 
where you work.) 

•   Contribute to a 529 plan. 
If  you haven’t opened a 529 
education savings plan for 
your children, think about 
doing so this year. With a 529 
plan, your earnings can grow 
tax deferred, and your with-
drawals are federally tax free 
when used for qualified edu-
cation expenses — tuition, 
fees, books and so on. And if  
you invest in your own state’s 
529 plan, you might be able 
to deduct your contributions 
from your state income tax or 
receive a state tax credit.

•   Build your emergency 
fund. It’s generally a good 
idea to keep up to six months’ 
worth of  living expenses in 
an emergency fund, with the 
money held in a liquid, low-
risk account. Without such a 

fund in place, you might be 
forced to dip into your retire-
ment funds to pay for short-
term needs, such as a major 
car or home repair. 

•   Review your estate plans. 
If  you’ve experienced any 
changes in your family situ-
ation this year, such as mar-
riage, remarriage or the birth 
of  a child, you may want to 
update your estate-planning 
documents to reflect your 
new situation. It’s also impor-
tant to look at the beneficiary 
designations on your invest-
ment accounts, retirement 
plans, IRAs and insurance 
policies, as these designations 
can sometimes even super-
sede the instructions you’ve 
left in your will. And if  you 
haven’t started estate plan-
ning, there’s no time like the 
present.

•   Take your RMDs. If  you’re 
73 or older, you will likely 
need to take withdrawals — 
called required minimum 

distributions, or RMDs — 
from some of  your retire-
ment accounts, such as your 
traditional IRA. If  you don’t 
take these withdrawals each 
year, you could be subject to 
penalties.

These aren’t the only moves 
you can make, but they may 
prove helpful not only for 2024 
but in the years to come. 

Contact Mark today to dis-
cuss this topic or any of  your 
financial goals.

Mark Freeman
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY EDWARD 

JONES FOR USE BY YOUR LOCAL

EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article. 

Consider these year-end financial moves

Mark Freeman, CEPA

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones
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CALL BRENT TEWKSBURY 
FOR AN ESTIMATE

508-416-0580
BirchwoodLandscapeTree@gmail.com

NOW SCHEDULING 
SNOW PLOWING & TREE WORK

OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE

5.897" x 5"
Medway Millis News

Stay connected.
❅ Mobile Banking & Check Deposit – Download the app   
❅ Online Banking & Bill Payment – CharlesRiverBank.com  
❅ Surcharge-Free ATMs   ❅ And More!

70 Main Street, Medway  |  2 South Maple Street, Bellingham    
1 Hastings Street, Mendon 

CharlesRiverBank.com  |  508-533-8661

Hours may be subject to change due to weather.  
Visit CharlesRiverBank.com for up-to-date information.

Please note our special holiday hours

Christmas Eve  
Tuesday, December 24th  

8:30 AM to Noon

Christmas Day  
Wednesday, December 25th  

Closed

New Year’s Eve   
Tuesday, December 31st   

8:30 AM to 3:00 PM

New Year’s Day   
Wednesday, January 1st   

Closed

Wishing you a happy  
Holiday Season and a wonderful 

New Year.

Equal Housing Lender 
Member FDIC  

Member DIF
Follow 
us on

Meet Shade 
Are you a superhero on the 

lookout for a masked sidekick? 
Shade is ready to show you 
just how loyal he can be. He 
will be by your side no matter 
what the adventure and, if  
you can’t take him with you, 
he will wait patiently by the 
door until you return.

Shade is as charming as he is 
striking, with a sleek grey and 
white coat that gleams like pol-
ished steel. His whiskers seem 
to go on forever, complemented 
by ear tufts and, of  course, the 
signature mask that adds to his 
mysterious allure. But don't 
be fooled by his good looks—
Shade is no ordinary sidekick. 
With a sharp mind and a voice 

that commands attention, he’s 
as intelligent and vocal as they 
come. Ready to save the day, 
one purr at a time.

Everyone knows that a 
superhero only needs one 
sidekick which suits Shade just 
fine. Shade was surrendered 
with a group of  cats and kit-
tens when the owners moved. 
Now he is ready to be some-
one’s one and only companion. 

Shade has been perfecting 
his sidekick pose! All he needs 
now is a cape and his own su-
perhero. Could that be you? If  
Shade sounds like your right-
hand man, please visit the Mil-
ford Humane Society at www.
milfordhumane.org.

Christmas Brass
Concert on Dec. 20

The Birch Alley Brass En-
semble will present a concert 
at Valley Chapel in Uxbridge 
on Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. 

The brass ensemble, di-
rected by William Moffett, 
is made up of  35 student 
and professional musicians 
from area towns including 
Uxbridge, Upton, Hopedale, 

Mendon, Northbridge and 
Milford. 

This concert will feature 
Christmas music from around 
the world and is free and open 
to the public. This will be the 
13th annual performance. 

The concert is funded in part 
by the Milford, Hopedale, and 
Uxbridge Cultural Councils.

Henry David Thoreau Foundation
scholarship applications now available 

Each year, the Henry David 
Thoreau Foundation awards 
scholarships to eight to ten top-
ranking high school seniors from 
Massachusetts who demonstrate 
the potential for environmental 
leadership and intend to pursue 

interdisciplinary environmental 
studies in college. 

Each Henry David Thoreau 
Scholar receives a four-year 
scholarship of  up to $25,000. In 
addition, Thoreau Scholars are 
eligible for an environmental in-

ternship stipend, which usually 
takes place between junior and 
senior year.

For more information, visit 
www.thoreauscholar.org. The 
deadline to apply is Feb. 1, 2025. 
Source: www.thoreauscholar.org
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Upton Senior Center news for December

the fun! To participate, register 
with the senior center and bring 
a NEW, wrapped gift valued 
at $10 or above. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Holiday Party at 12:30 p.m.
We’ll wrap up the afternoon 

with our annual Holiday Lunch. 
Enjoy the sounds of  Genera-
tions Barbershop Quartet while 
we feast on a porchetta lunch 
from Upton Country Sooper! 

RSVP by Dec. 16. $8 fee.

BayPath Humane Society
Monday, Dec. 23 at 3 p.m.
BayPath Humane Society 

will visit with a special furry 
friends to share information 
about fostering or adopting a 
rescue pet. All ages welcome! 
Baypath Humane Society of  
Hopkinton is dedicated to pro-
viding shelter, care, humane 
treatment, and loving homes 
for stray or unwanted compan-
ion animals.

Grief Support Group
Tuesdays at 1 p.m.
The loss of  a loved one is 

painful and difficult but you are 
not alone. Find compassion and 
comfort at this grief  support 
group led by Robin Natanel.

Mindful Meditation
Friday, Dec. 13 at 1 p.m.
Calm your mind and body so 

you can acknowledge and ac-
cept your thoughts, feelings, and 
sensations without judgment 
through Mindful Meditation 
with Robin Natanel.

Senior Dinner sponsored 
by Upton Men’s Club

Friday, Dec. 13 at 5 p.m.
Join us for a delightful dinner 

sponsored by the Upton Men’s 
Club. December’s menu features 
shepherd’s pie from Rose Garden 
Restaurant in Upton. Free to 
Upton seniors thanks to the gen-
erosity of  the Upton Men’s Club. 
RSVP by Dec. 9. Shuttle service 
available. Doors open at 5 p.m. 

Upton Memory Café 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 2:30 p.m.
The Upton Memory Café 

was designed by Nipmuc High 
School volunteers to meet the 
needs of  individuals affected by 
Alzheimer’s and dementia in 
Upton and surrounding com-
munities. If  you or your loved 
one are experiencing problems 
with memory or thinking, we 
encourage you to attend the 
Memory Café. It is a great 
opportunity for engagement, 
socialization and support. If  
you are interested in attending 
our next Memory Café, please 
contact the Senior Center to 
register.

Nipmuc High School 
Music Department

Thursday, Dec. 19 at 11:30 
a.m.

Support the Nipmuc High 
School Music Department! Join 
us for a morning of  melodies 
with a performance by the tal-
ented students of  the Nipmuc 

High School Music Depart-
ment. Light refreshments will be 
served. Don't miss this chance to 
celebrate the next generation of  
musicians and performers.

Friends of Upton Elders 
Meeting

Thursday, Dec. 19 at 1:30 p.m.
We are excited to announce 

the formation of  The Friends of  
Upton Elders, a new charitable 
organization dedicated to en-
hancing the lives of  seniors in our 
community through fundraising 
and outreach initiatives. We in-
vite residents of  all ages to join us 
in our mission! Come learn more 
about how you can contribute to 
this meaningful cause and help 
us make a positive impact in the 
lives of  Upton elders.

Holiday Party
Friday, Dec. 20
Yankee Swap Social at 10:45 

a.m.
Join us for a jolly good time at 

our annual Yankee Swap Social. 
You bring the gift, we’ll supply 

A HELPING HAND...

Community supper
on Dec. 19

Dec. 19: Community Sup-
per - on the third Thursday of  
each month from September 
through June at 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m., our Faith in Action com-
mittee provides a delicious and 
nutritious meal for the com-
munity. Everyone is welcome. 
Please call the church office at 
508-529-3192 by Dec. 13 to 
make your reservation. If  you 
forget to reserve, please come 
anyway. We always make extra 
and would love to serve you.

Upton Food
Pantry hours

Dec. 17 & Jan. 7 - 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. - The Food Pantry 
serves residents from Upton 
as well as nearby towns. 
Proof  of  income or church 
affiliation is not required. We 
offer non-perishable food, 
toiletries, paper products and 
infant needs. Donations can 
be dropped off in our dona-
tion shed located outside the 
church office at 1 Church 
Street, Upton.

If  your nonprofit organization is located in 
Upton or Mendon and provides free ser-
vices to Upton and/or Mendon citizens, 
email editor@uptonmendonfreepress.com 
for consideration to be listed in this section.

Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems
provide year-round comfort and are up to 

40% more efficient than traditional
systems. 

Boucher Energy is an approved 
Mass Save Heat Pump Installer.
Contact us for a free estimate.

508-473-6648
www.boucherenergy.com
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Plumbing and 
Heating Services

John C. Wells
Grafton, MA

License #PL35338-J

WellsPlumbingCo@outlook.com • 508-864-9381

Government oversight in ensuring ethical referrals
between Optometrists and Ophthalmologists

Ethical referral practices 
between optometrists and 
ophthalmologists are vital to 
maintaining trust in the medi-
cal profession and safeguarding 
patient welfare. However, finan-
cial incentives, kickbacks, and 
other self-serving practices often 
threaten these principles. In such 
cases, government intervention 
becomes essential to uphold eth-
ical standards and enforce legal 
compliance. High-profile cases, 
such as those in Rhode Island, 
Texas, and Louisiana, highlight 
the significance of  government 
oversight in addressing violations 
and protecting patients.

The Importance of Patient-
Centered Referrals

Optometrists are ethically and 
legally obligated to prioritize 
patient well-being when making 
referrals. Considerations like 
quality of  care, proximity, and 
insurance network compatibility 
should guide these decisions. 

Unfortunately, certain practices 
undermine this ethical standard:

Referrals Outside the Insur-
ance Network

Some optometrists refer 
patients to providers outside 
their insurance networks, lead-
ing to avoidable out-of-pocket 
expenses. When motivated by 
financial gain or kickbacks, such 
referrals prioritize profits over 
patient interests.

Conditional Referrals Based 
on Financial Agreements

In some cases, referrals are 
tied to agreements where oph-
thalmologists return patients 
post-surgery, regardless of  clini-
cal necessity. Often, these ar-
rangements include expectations 
of  eyeglass purchases from the 
referring optometrist’s office.

Quid Pro Quo Referrals
Financial incentives between 

optometrists and ophthal-
mologists create biased referral 
patterns. These quid pro quo 

arrangements prioritize mutual 
financial benefit rather than the 
best interests of  the patient.

Referrals to Office-Based 
Cataract Surgery (OBS)

Optometrists sometimes refer 
patients to ophthalmologists per-
forming surgeries in office-based 
settings instead of  accredited 
centers. These office setups lack 
MD anesthesiologists, compro-
mise emergency readiness, and 
charge extra fees not covered 
by Medicare. Patients are fre-
quently unaware of  these risks 
or additional costs, leaving them 
vulnerable to suboptimal care.

Government’s Role in Pre-
venting Unethical Practices

To counter unethical refer-
rals, federal laws like the Anti-
Kickback Statute and the False 
Claims Act (FCA) play a crucial 
role:

Anti-Kickback Statute
This law prohibits any form 

of  payment or incentive to influ-
ence referrals. For example, in 
Rhode Island, Dr. Paul Koch 
faced allegations of  accepting 
kickbacks for patient referrals. 
The government’s investigation 
resulted in a settlement, under-
scoring the importance of  hold-
ing violators accountable.

False Claims Act (FCA)
Referring patients out of  

network for financial gain can 
lead to fraudulent billing prac-
tices. In Texas and Louisiana, 
healthcare providers faced legal 
action for filing false claims tied 
to unethical referral arrange-
ments, resulting in significant 
settlements.

Education and Monitoring 
as Preventative Measures

Governmental agencies like 
the Office of  Inspector General 
(OIG) and state Attorneys Gen-
eral must promote transparency 
in referral practices. Routine 

audits, mandatory reporting, 
and educational initiatives help 
identify and prevent unethical 
behavior. Collaboration between 
professional societies, licensing 
boards, and regulatory bodies 
can establish clearer guidelines 
and ensure widespread compli-
ance. If  you sense unethical 
referral by your optometrist you 
are encouraged to refer this op-
tometrist to the OIG.

Ensuring Ethical Referrals: 
Questions Patients Should 
Ask

Patients can protect them-
selves by asking critical questions 
when receiving referrals from 
an optometrist to a specific oph-
thalmologist and no one else:
•  Why are you referring me to 

this specific ophthalmologist 
or surgeon?

•  Why aren’t you giving me a 

GOVERNMENT 
continued on page 9

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD-CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY - NO OR FEE CHARGE
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS ARE PRESENT FOR ALL SURGERIES

NOW ACCEPTING VSP VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 
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The two-hour concert was 
a performance of  Monte-
verdi’s Vespers of  1610, and 
a celebration of  the Cantata 
Singers’ 60th anniversary. 
The Vespers is a large-scale 
work scored for soloists, 
choirs, and orchestras. It 

allows for a wide range of  ex-
pression and sound.

The Cantata Singers orga-
nized the festival and hope it 
will become an annual event, 
with different high school 
groups participating each year.

"We were delighted to be 
invited by the Cantata Singers 
to participate in this year's Bos-
ton Choral Festival," Choral 
Director Simmonds said. "Our 
students did an exceptional job 

preparing for the performance 
and were incredible during the 
festival."

"I am incredibly thrilled with 
our students for their perfor-
mance at the Boston Choral 
Festival," Mendon-Upton 
Nipmuc Regional School Dis-
trict Superintendent Maureen 
Cohen said. "Their hard work, 
talent, and dedication were evi-
dent, and they made our entire 
school community proud."

Full Boneless
PRIME RIB
Feeds approx. 14 people

INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 
au jus & dessert

$499.99

Half Boneless
PRIME RIB

Feeds approx. 7 people
INCLUDES: Mashed potatoes, 

au jus & dessert
$259.99

Pumpkin Bread
$16.99 per dz.

Cinnamon Rolls
$16.99 per dz.

Onion Rolls
$16.99 per dz.

ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY DEC. 22nd

& PICKED UP ON DEC. 24th BETWEEN 1 & 3 PM
PLEASE ORDER EARLY! CALL 508-478-0871PLEASE ORDER EARLY! CALL 508-478-0871

New England Steak and Seafood
11 UXBRIDGE ROAD, MENDON

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF
CHOOSE COOKED FOR YOU ($10 UPCHARGE) OR READY TO COOK 

REHEATING OR COOKING DIRECTIONS INCLUDED
Let Us Do The Work For You!

PLEASE RECYCLE ME!

choice of  multiple ophthal-
mologists/ surgeons so I can 
choose based on my best in-
terest?

•  Is the surgeon you’re referring 
me to within my insurance 
network?

•  Why not refer me to a local 
ophthalmologist who is closer 
and in-network?

•  Does the surgeon perform 
surgeries in a licensed, accred-
ited center or an office-based 
setting?

•  Are there additional out-
of-pocket costs for the rec-
ommended surgery in this 
ophthalmologist office-based 
surgery center?

•  Is the surgeon local, or part of  
a distant franchise practice?

•  Where will I be seen in case 
of  an emergency—locally or 
hours away?

•  My neighbors and friends had 
excellent results with local 
ophthalmologists—why not 
refer me to one of  them?
Asking these questions em-

powers patients to make in-
formed decisions about their 
care.

The Milford-Franklin Eye 
Center Difference

At Milford-Franklin Eye Cen-

ter and the Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford, our mission 
is clear: to provide ethical, pa-
tient-focused care in a licensed 
and accredited surgery center 
closer to home. Our local oph-
thalmologists are in-network, 
community-based, and have 
served the region for over 40 
years.

Unlike office-based surgery 
models, our accredited and li-
censed surgery center features:
•  A full-time MD anesthesiolo-

gist for every procedure.
•  IV-based anesthesia for opti-

mal safety and comfort.
•  No hidden fees or out-of-

pocket costs for Medicare-
covered procedures.
Patients being referred for 

cataract surgery in office-based 
settings are advised to seek a 
second opinion. Always question 
what your optometrist recom-
mends. If  you have doubts, 
call us. We will answer your 
questions. At our center, you’ll 
receive world-class care close to 
home. Our commitment to your 
safety and well-being is unwav-
ering. You always come first.

For more details, see our ad 
on page 8.

Sponsored articles are submitted 
by our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  this 
article.

The Perfect Season
FOR A NEW BEGINNING AT WHITNEY PLACE

Experience peace of mind and heartfelt care this season with 
Whitney Place at Medway’s Tapestry Memory Care. As the leaves 
change, discover a nurturing, secure environment where those with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia are supported through comfort, safety, 
personalized care, and engaging activities—all in a community that 
feels like home.

Call 508-533-3300 today to schedule a tour
and experience it for yourself.

44 WILLOW POND CIRCLE  |  MEDWAY, MA 02053

GOVERNMENT
continued from page 8

Join Speech Invaders Toastmasters 
and work on presenting skills

Speech Invaders Toast-
masters welcomes you to join 
our club or just attend a few 
meetings to help you become a 
more effective communicator, 
public speaker and presenter. 
We are a supportive (and 
fun!) club open to all who are 

interested in improving self-
confidence, networking, or 
communication skills.

The group meets every 
Thursday from 12 to 1 p.m., in-
person at Waters Corporation, 
5 Technical Drive, Milford, 
or virtually through Microsoft 

Teams. To see the  club calen-
dar and to get the meeting link 
to join virtually, visit  speechin-
vaders.toastmastersclubs.org/
calendar.html. 

For more information, con-
tact abigail_epplett@waters.
com.

NIPMUC
continued from page 1
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CENTER SPREAD

Taft Public Library Calendar of Events
29 North Avenue, Mendon   •   508-473-3259   •   TaftPublicLibrary.org   •   HOURS:  Tues. & Wed. 10-7   •   Thurs. 3-7   •   Fri. 12-5   •   Sat. 9-12   •   Sun. & Mon. CLOSED  

ADULT PROGRAMS
DECEMBER 2024

Please Note: The Taft Public Li-
brary will be closed on Tuesday, 
Dec. 24 and Wednesday, Dec. 
25. It will be open from 10 a.m - 
2 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 31 and 
closed on Wednesday, Jan. 1. 
Enjoy the holidays!

Upcoming Events:
To register for an event, click 

on the Library Event Calendar 
& Registration link at the top 
of  the library’s homepage www.
taftpubliclibrary.org . 

Winter Solstice Story & Song
Celebrate the Winter Solstice 

with haunting legends of  light, 
evergreen traditions, and en-
tertaining tales surrounded by 
traditional and original music 
and song. Join master storyteller 
Diane Edgecomb and Celtic 
harper Margot Chamberlain 
for a fascinating look at the 
enchanting stories by winter 

holiday traditions. Featured sto-
ries include the beautiful Scan-
dinavian “Legend of  the Mistletoe,” 
humorous English Wassail tradi-
tions, and the poignant Swiss 
legend of  the Christmas Rose. 
Lovely instrumental melodies 
evoke the warmth of  the season, 
rounding out the event. Tuesday, 
Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. Registration 
required as space is limited. Reg-
ister at www.taftpubliclibrary.
org. The program is supported 
by a grant from the Mendon 
Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council.

Dustin Pari presents 
Ghosts of Christmas Past

Join Dustin Pari of  SYFY 
television’s Ghost Hunters and 
Ghost Hunters International 
for a festive, frightful, and fun 
program that takes the cobwebs 
off of  a classic tradition, the Vic-
torian Christmas Ghost Story.  
Dustin explains the history of  

this oft forgotten practice, shares 
a few timeless tales, and recounts 
some real-life stories of  holiday 
visits from the ghosts of  Christ-
mas past. Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 7 
p.m. Registration is required.

Adult Handcrafting Group
Let’s get crafty! Join us on 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 2 p.m 
downstairs in the library and get 
your craft on. Bring your own 
craft project, whatever it might 
be, to work on while you visit.  
Intended for adults. No registra-
tion is required. Crafts are NOT 
supplied. 

Adult Book Club
The Adult Book Club will 

meet next on Monday, Dec. 
9 at 6:30 p.m. upstairs in the 
library to discuss Oh William! by 
Elizabeth Strout. For upcoming 
book clubs contact the library at 
508-473-3259 to request copies 
of  the books or log in to your 
account from our website to re-

quest them through interlibrary 
loan. Upcoming books for the 
Adult Book Club are as follows:

- Monday, Jan. 13 at 6:30 
p.m.: The Island of  Sea Women by 
Lisa See

- Monday, Feb. 10 at 6:30 
p.m.: The Mercies by Kiran Mill-
wood Hargrave

- Monday, March 10 at 6:30 
p.m.: The Only Woman in the Room 
by Marie Benedict

- Monday, April 14 at 6:30 
p.m.: Last of  the Mohicans by 
James Fenimore Cooper 

Footnotes Nonfiction Book 
Club

The Footnotes Nonfiction 
Book Club typically meets 
downstairs in the library on a 
quarterly basis. This year the 
group will read and discuss five 
nonfiction titles. Those inter-
ested are asked to stop at the 
downstairs desk to sign the Foot-
notes registration sheet and pick 
up a copy of  the latest book.

Upcoming books in the Foot-
notes series:

Thursday, Jan. 9 at 7 p.m.: 
American Jezebel: The Uncommon 
Life of  Anne Hutchinson, the Woman 
Who Defied the Puritans by Eve 
LaPlante

March (date TBD): The Myste-
rious Case of  Rudolf  Diesel: Genius, 
Power, and Deception on the Eve of  
World War I by Douglas Brunt

June (date TBD): How the Word 
is Passed: A Reckoning with the His-
tory of  Slavery Across America by 
Clint Smith

Awards Book Club
New to our slate of  adult book 

clubs is Awards Book Club! 
Hosted by Taft Library Assistant 
Jane Blackwood, the Awards 
Book Club meets on a quarterly 
basis to discuss fiction and non-
fiction award winners of  the 

year. Jane selects from the books 
that took home the coveted Pu-
litzer Prize, the National Book 
Award, the Booker and more! 
Stop at the downstairs circula-
tion desk to pick up the latest 
Awards book for discussion:

Upcoming books:
February (date TBD): Booker 

Prize winner for Fiction Orbital by 
Samantha Harvey

May (date TBD): National Book 
Award winner for Fiction James by 
Percival Everett

German Conversation 
Club

Are you looking for a place 
to practice what German you 
remember or to improve your 
German vocabulary? Conversa-
tions in German is no pressure, 
just fun! Lead by Library As-
sistant (and Mendon resident) 
Monika Schmid, the group 
typically meets the last Monday 
of  each month. Registration is 
required. To register, visit our 
website. Next club date: Mon-
day, at 6 p.m.

Taft Library now has 
Mango Languages!

Visit the Taft Public Library 
website for access to the Mango 

TAFT LIBRARY 
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Languages platform. If  you 
have an interest in learning 
a language, Mango provides 
lessons in over 70 languages.  
Children can try their hand at 
language learning with Mango 
Little PIM, a platform designed 
just for them, and for those in-
terested in learning American 
sign language we provide access 
to Mango ASL. Mango’s In-
tuitive Language Construction 
methodology helps build skills in 
vocabulary, grammar, pronun-
ciation, culture, comprehension, 
and retention. To see all of  the 
Mango options the Taft Library 
offers scroll down the left-hand 
side of  our webpage to the Da-
tabases section.

Friends of the Taft Public 
Library Meeting

The Friends of  the Library 
meetings are typically held on 
the last Tuesday of  the month 
at 7 p.m. downstairs in the Art 
Holmes Community Room, 
unless it falls on a holiday or 
during a school vacation. All are 
welcome (and encouraged) to 
attend! If  you plan on attending, 
it’s always a good idea to call the 
library at 508-473-3259 or email 

the Friends at friendsoftaftli-
brary@gmail.com to confirm 
the date and time of  the meet-
ing. The group will do its best to 
post any meeting changes on the 
Taft Library website.

CHILDREN PROGRAMS
DECEMBER 2024

Registration is required for all 
programs. Please log onto our 
website: www.taftpubliclibrary.
org and find the events page to 
register along with more infor-
mation for the programs. 

Itty Bitty Story Time 
Itty Bitty Storytime is de-

signed for our youngest patrons 
birth to 3 years old. Join us for 
a lot of  fun on Tuesdays and se-
lect Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Story & Craft Time 
Join us for Story and Craft 

Time! Perfect for the preschool-
aged child. All sessions take 
place on Tuesday mornings at 
10:30 a.m.

Alphabet Storytime 
It’s all about the alphabet! 

Each week we will focus on a 
different letter. We will read a 
couple of  books, sing songs, and 
learn about the letter of  the 
week. Wednesday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. Please note there is 

no Alphabet Storytime the last 
Wednesday of  the month.

 
Coffee and Conversations 
On Wednesday, Dec. 18 

from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., at Taft 
Public Library, 29 North Ave., 
Mendon Join us for an informal 
playtime where families will be 
able to build social connections 
and learn about early child-
hood development and family 
friendly resources. The library 
will supply Muffin House Muf-
fins! Please stay for the 10:30 
a.m. Puppet Storytime. Join 
Newton & Friends of  Through 
Me to You Puppetry for songs 
& stories. At the end of  the 
30-minute show, children can 
greet the puppets. Geared for 
children 2 to 5 years, but all are 
welcome.

Music & Movement with 
Deb Hudgins 

Join Deb Hudgins for a 
30-minute music and movement 
theme-based program which 
features singing and guitar 
music for young children (infant 
and preschool). Join us on Tues-
day, Dec. 17. Program starts 
promptly at 10:30 a.m.

Storytime with Santa 
Join us on Monday, Dec. 16 

at 9:30 a.m. for Storytime with 
Santa. Santa will be sharing 
some of  his favorite books with 
us. Space is limited. 

 
Cookies with Santa
On Monday, Dec. 16 at 

6:30 p.m., Santa will join us 
via Zoom all the way from the 
North Pole! Santa will share 
some of  his favorite books about 
one of  his favorite things ... 
COOKIES! Not only will Santa 
be reading about cookies, but we 
will be decorating cookies from 
Hens & Chicks Cookie Com-
pany. To make this event even 
more fun, Deb Hudgins will join 
us to sing a few of  our favorite 
holiday songs. Please visit www.
taftpubliclibrary.org to register. 
You will be sent a Zoom link the 
day before the event. Cookie 
Kits are limited and will need to 
be picked up Dec. 12 - 14 dur-
ing normal library hours.

Science with Amanda
On Thursday, Dec. 19 at 4:30 

p.m., Amanda shows program 
participants how to create fake 
snow. Each monthly Science with 

TAFT LIBRARY
continued from page 10

Amanda session explores a differ-
ent scientific theme. Designed for 
children and families, this pro-
gram encourages curiosity and 
learning in a fun and interactive 
way. Recommended for children 
ages 5-12 and their families. 
Registration is required. Please 
visit www.taftpubliclibrary.org to 
register. Science with Amanda is 
supported in part by a grant from 
the Mendon Cultural Council, 
a local agency supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council.

Tutors with Tails
Meet Sprite! Sprite is a therapy 

dog who loves children and love 
books. Sprite and her owner 
Janet will visit the Taft on the last 
Tuesday of  each month. Register 
today for the opportunity to read 
to Sprite! Spots are limited.

Connecting all offices: 
1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com

Member FDIC · NMLS #583135 1Homeowners insurance required. Subject to credit approval. Other terms, fees, 
and conditions may apply.

Conventional · Jumbo · Refinance · Construction

UniBank mortgages1 are funded locally. Decisions are made locally. Our 
lenders will put their expertise to work for you and help you to find the right 

fixed or adjustable rate mortgage for your unique needs. 

Get started today! Contact your local UniBank 
branch or view rates and apply online today! 

Bank LOCAL.  Borrow LOCAL.  

EMT Technician CoursesEMT Technician Courses*

Register today at mwemse.com  
info@mwemse.com   |   508.397.1437

HYBRID CLASSES STARTING
IN JANUARY AT

Blackstone Valley Technical High School

*Required Course to become EMT Certified

METROWESTMETROWEST
EMS EDUCATORSEMS EDUCATORS

Accredited Training Institute

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES •  REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE •  LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

DECKS • KITCHEN REMODELS • ADDITIONS
BATH REMODELS • ROOFING

SIDING • WINDOWS • GUTTERS
ENTRY DOORS • DORMERS • AND MORE! 

774-573-9811774-573-9811
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Tabletop Game Night for 
Adults

Join our tabletop game se-
ries for adults! New games are 
featured each month such as 7 
Wonders, Mysterium, and Azul. 
Meets every third Thursday 
of  the month from 5:15 - 7:30 
p.m. Beginners and experienced 
players both welcome. Register 
at uptonlibrary.org.

Baby Storytime – Fridays at 
9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Baby Storytime is for ages 
birth to 3 and is held on Fridays. 
This is a 20-30-minute lapsit 
program featuring stories, songs, 
and nursery rhymes. Pre-regis-
tration required.  

Preschool Storytime – 
Thursdays at 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Preschool Storytime is for 
ages 3 to 5 and is held on 
Thursdays. This is a 45-minute 
program featuring stories, songs, 
rhymes, and a craft. Pre-regis-
tration required.

Saturday Storytime –  Dec. 
14 & Jan. 4 at 9:30 a.m.

Once a month we offer a 
30-45-minute Saturday Sto-
rytime, blending Baby and 
Preschool storytimes featur-
ing stories, songs, rhymes, and 
a craft. Can’t join us for our 
weekday programs? This event 
is just for you. For ages 0-5. Pre-

registration required.

Music & Movement – Dec. 
16, Jan. 6 & 13 at 9:30 a.m.

This program features Deb 
Hudgins and her Pre-K Sing 
and Swing. It is an interactive 
program, perfect for children 
and their caregivers to enjoy 
together. Deb plays guitar and 
sings, and is sure to incorporate 
stories, dancing, fingerplays, 
games and more at each of  her 
fun, themed performances. This 
program is partially funded 
through a grant with Beginning 
Bridges CFCE in Uxbridge. For 
ages 1 to 5. Pre-registration is 
required.

LEGO Club – Dec. 18 at 4 
p.m.

This group meets the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of  each month 
from 4 - 5 p.m. This group is led 
by Library Director, Matthew 
Bachtold, and is for ages 5 to 12. 
We provide the LEGOs while 
you have fun building and mak-
ing new friends. Pre-registration 
is required. 

Kids’ Book Club – Jan. 8 at 
4 p.m.

Our book club members ex-
plore popular juvenile fiction 
titles on the first Wednesday of  
each month from 4 - 4:45.p.m. 
Due to our usual meeting date 
falling on New Year’s Day, our 
meeting has been moved to 
the second Wednesday for this 
month. We will be discussing 
Dory Fantasmagory: Tiny Tough 
by Abby Hanlon. This group is 
for ages 8-12. We welcome new 
members all year round. Pre-
registration required.

Tween Book Club – Dec. 21 
at 6:30 p.m.

This club is especially for our 
middle grade patrons, ages 10 
to 14. This group reads popular 
middle grade titles selected by 
our members. This month, we 
will be discussing the realistic fic-
tion title Willodeen by Katherine 
Applegate. We welcome new 
members all year round. Pre-
registration required.

Upton Reads Book Group
An eclectic mix of  contem-

porary literary fiction with 
meetings on the second Tuesday 
afternoon and Thursday eve-
ning of  each month in the Com-
munity Center classroom, with a 
Zoom remote option.

Tuesday, Jan. 14 at 12:45 
p.m., and Thursday, Jan. 16 at 
6:45 p.m.: First Lie Wins by Ash-
ley Elston.

Fic or No Fic Book Group
An adult book group led by 

Librarian Micaela that alter-
nates fiction and non-fiction 
selections. Meets on the last 
Wednesday of  each month at 
6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 29 at 6:45 
p.m.: The Backyard Bird Chronicles 
by Amy Tan.

For more information or assis-
tance with any library services, 
call 508-529-6272 or email 
mbachtol@cwmars.org

Contact us today!
 (508) 435-6388

80 Main Street, Hopkinton  
PhippsInsurance.com

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE  
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

Our family-owned and operated independent 
agency offers only competitively priced 
and time-tested insurance products designed 

to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, 
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since 
our establishment in 1950, our agency is deeply 
rooted in the communities we serve and committed 
to providing the very best of value for your hard 
earned dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong 
resident, you will benefit from the sound advice 
provided by our professional service advisers.

For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Type III Funeral Director/Embalmer Funeral Home, Inc.

David A. Consigli
www.consigliruggeriofuneralhome.com

Tel. 508-473-0513 • Toll Free 1-800-675-0513 • Fax 508-634-3662
Email: Dave@ConsigliRuggerioFuneralHome.com
46 Water Street, P.O. Box 513, Milford, MA 01757

Home Energy
Assistance HEAP
Help is just a call away

If  you or someone you know 
is having trouble making ends 
meet, please consider contact-
ing the Mendon Senior Cen-
ter. Our helpful staff, including 
Outreach Coordinator Janet 
Hubener, are here to offer 
confidential assistance with 
fuel assistance applications and 
nutritional support to Mendon 
residents of  all ages. 

The SMOC Fuel assistance 
program helps defray heating 
costs incurred between Nov. 

1, 2024, and April 30, 2025 
for eligible households (see 
household size/income guide 
below.) 

Household size Income 
Limit:

$49,196 (1 person), $64,333 
(2 people), $79,470 (3 people), 
$94,608 (4 people). 

Please call for guidelines for 
larger households. Call Janet 
at the senior center at 508-
478-6175. Help is just a phone 
call away. 
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Upton public safety log
Calls between Oct. 25 and Nov. 24 included illegal burns,
brush fires, immediate threats

Recent Home Sales
Date	 Mendon	 Amount
11/27/2024	 117 Providence St.	 $775,000
 11/26/2024	 42 Quissett Rd.	 $650,000
 11/25/2024	 14 Forest Park Dr.	 $815,000
 11/19/2024	 92 Providence St.	 $490,500
11/15/2024	 47 Washington St.	 $530,000

Date	 Upton	 Amount
11/21/2024	 2 Breton Rd.	 $501,900
11/13/2024	 30 Glenview St.	 $640,000
11/12/2024	 6 Pease Rd.	 $775,000
11/06/2024	 66 High St.	 $515,000
11/01/2024	 10 Maple Ave.	 $665,000
10/31/2024	 0 High St.	 $135,000
10/31/2024	 1 Shoemaker Ln.	 $680,400
10/24/2024	 46 School St. #A	 $665,000
Source: zillow.com / Compiled by Upton & Mendon Free Press

The 3-bed, 2.5-bath, 1,740-square-foot home at 46A School St. in 
Upton recently sold for $665,000.  Photo source: RobynAndSeanMy-
House

The Upton Police Department 
and Fire Department provided a 
wide range of  services between 
Oct. 25 and Nov. 24 related to 
motor vehicle violations, disabled 
and suspicious motor vehicles, 
traffic enforcement, preventa-
tive patrol, house lockouts, road 
hazards, wires down, building 
checks, various alarms, aban-
doned and accidental 911 calls, 
gates opened/closed, community 
policing, well-being checks, noise 
complaints, summons service, 
court appearances, fundraiser-
possible scams, identity theft, 
solicitation, fraud/forgery, lost/
missing/found property, car seat 
installations, and animal issues 
(lost, injured, complaints). 

Upton also provided occa-
sional mutual aid to Franklin, 
Hanover, Hopkinton, Medway, 
Milford, Northbridge, Spencer, 
State Police, Westborough, and 
daily mutual aid to Hopedale po-
lice, fire and EMS.  

This is not intended to be an 
exhaustive list. Other entries of  
note include: 
Oct. 25 at 11:38 a.m., Fiske and 
Hartford Aves., brush fire 
Oct. 25 at 12:28 p.m., East St., 
lost/missing person, returned 
home
Oct. 26 at 11:03 a.m., Florence 
Cir., power outage
Oct. 26 at 7:58 p.m., Fowler St., 
suspicious person
Oct. 26 at 10:14 p.m., Main St., 
loud music complaint
Oct. 27 at 12:23 a.m., Goss 
Pond Rd., loud music complaint 
Oct. 27 at 8:57 a.m., W. River 
St., extra patrols requested
Oct. 27 at 4:01 p.m., Hartford 
Ave. North, neighbor dispute 
Oct. 28 at 9:54 a.m., James Rd., 
inspection/blasting
Oct. 28 at 8:08 p.m., Fiske Ave., 
illegal burn 
Oct. 28 at 11:43 p.m., Milford 
St., disturbance, peace restored 
Oct. 29 at 9:39 a.m., Main St., 
neighbor dispute
Oct. 29 at 9:52 a.m., East St., 
hunter complaint/inquiry
Oct. 29 at 3:45 p.m., Westboro 
Rd., illegal dumping/littering
Oct. 30 at 1:03 p.m., South St., 
larceny
Oct. 30 at 2:12 p.m., East St., 
illegal burn
Oct. 30 at 8:18 p.m., Pleasant 
St., suspicious person
Oct. 31 at 1:03 p.m., Walker 
Dr., suspicious person
Oct. 31 at 12:01 p.m., Milford 
St., fuel spill
Nov. 1 at 9:18 a.m., Shannon 
Way, medical 

Nov. 1 at 11:27 a.m., Pleasant 
St., suspicious person
Nov. 1 at 2:08 p.m., Mendon 
and Chestnut Sts., illegal dump-
ing/littering
Nov. 1 at 3:39 p.m., Taft St., 
vandalism
Nov. 1 at 8:17 p.m., Main St., 
possible OUI operator, cleared 
Nov. 2 at 11:18 p.m., Main St., 
loud music complaint
Nov. 3 at 2:07 p.m., Cross St., 
brush fire
Nov. 4 at 9:16 a.m., Main St., 
neighbor dispute
Nov. 4 at 10:12 a.m., James Rd., 
inspection/blasting
Nov. 4 at 10:58 a.m., Main St., 
harassment prevention order 
delivered
Nov. 4 at 5:08 p.m., Glen View 
St., unwanted person
Nov. 5 at 8:36 a.m., James Rd., 
inspection/blasting
Nov. 7 at 5:36 p.m., Jonathan’s 
Way, noise complaint 
Nov. 10 at 2:42 p.m., Hopkinton 
Rd. and Cider Mill Ln., illegal 
burn
Nov. 10 at 2:48 p.m., Hopkinton 
Rd. and Cider Mill Ln., illegal 
burn
Nov. 10 at 7:58 p.m., Grove St., 
illegal burn
Nov. 11 at 10:08 a.m., Mendon 
St., trespassing
Nov. 12 at 10:18 a.m., School 
St., inspection
Nov. 12 at 12:18 p.m., 
High St., immediate threat, 
summons/209A/trespass deliv-
ered
Nov. 12 at 12:50 p.m., South St., 
vandalism 
Nov. 12 at 3:33 p.m., Westboro 
Rd., inspection/blasting
Nov. 13 at 4:20 p.m., Chestnut 
St., bicycle safety violation
Nov. 14 at 9:46 a.m., Pepper-
corn Trails, vandalism 
Nov. 14 at 4:14 p.m., Glen Ave., 
suspicious person, 209A obtained
Nov. 14 at 5:12 p.m., Nathaniels 
Way, illegal burn
Nov. 15 at 7:55 a.m., Sadler 
Rd., brush fire
Nov. 15 at 8:08 a.m., Pleasant 
St., structure fire/box alarm, ser-
vices rendered
Nov. 15 at 12:10 p.m., Hopkin-
ton Rd., illegal dumping/littering
Nov. 15 at 6:19 p.m., East St., 
brush fire
Nov. 16 at 2:38 p.m., Main St., 
disturbance, advised civil action
Nov. 16 at 6:11 p.m., Elm St., 
illegal burn
Nov. 19 at 6:01 p.m., Pond St., 
smoke investigation
Nov. 20 at 6:39 p.m., Milford 
St., brush fire

Nov. 20 at 2:01 p.m., East 
St., immediate threat, 
summons/209A/trespass deliv-
ered
Nov. 20 at 2:05 p.m., W. River 
St., vandalism
Nov. 20 at 4:34 p.m., Milford 
St., suspicious person 
Nov. 21 at 2:39 p.m., Fiske Ave., 
threats
Nov. 22 at 3:37 p.m., James Rd., 
illegal burn
Nov. 23 at 1:15 p.m., Westboro 
Rd., illegal burn 
Nov. 24 at 1:49 p.m., East St., 
shots fired, gone on arrival 

Source: Upton Police Department

Move guarantees that those who
deserve coal this year will get it!
NORTH POLE — Santa Claus announced today 
that he has chosen Medway Oil & Propane as 
the exclusive resource for high-quality Reading 
Anthracite coal throughout the greater MetroW-
est region and eastern Worcester County.
According to one of Santa’s elves, it was very 
important that Santa chose a company he could 
count on this winter. “We were delighted that 
Santa chose us again this year,” said Jeffrey 
Mushnick, owner of Medway Oil & Propane. 
“We have coal that is quite suitable for keeping 
people warm this winter — and also for filling 
stockings and decorating snowmen! We offer the 
best quality coal in the region.”

Even the Naughty Will Get 
Something!
In a telephone interview this week, Santa Claus 
elaborated further on his decision. “We know 
that Medway Oil & Propane has been offering 
high-quality Reading Anthracite coal to their 
customers since 1954,” said Santa. “It was natural 
for me to select the region’s best coal supplier to 
handle all of the MetroWest requests we get for 
a lump of coal.” Based on Santa’s happiness with 
Medway Oil & Propane, the “naughty and nice” 
will want to consider them for coal, fuel oil and 
propane service. 

One FREE Bag of Coal!
Homeowners who heat with coal are invited to 
receive a FREE bag of coal with any coal deliv-
ery before January 31, 2025. Call (508) 533-6561 
or 1-800-649-5949. Anyone wanting a few free 
lumps of coal for stocking stuffers should call for 
details. Santa hastily ended his press conference 
to return to his shop in preparation for visiting 
the MetroWest area later this month.

NORTH POLE — Santa 
Claus announced today that 
he has chosen Medway Oil 
& Propane as the exclusive 
resource for high-quality 
Reading Anthracite coal 
throughout the greater 
MetroWest region and eastern 
Worcester County.
According to one of Santa’s 
elves, it was very important 
that Santa chose a company 
he could count on this winter. 
“We were delighted that Santa 
chose us again this year,” said 
Jeffrey Mushnick, owner of 
Medway Oil & Propane. “We 
have coal that is quite suitable 
for keeping people warm this 
winter — and also for filling 
stockings and decorating 
snowmen! We offer the best 
quality coal in the region.”  

Even the Naughty  
Will Get Something!
In a telephone interview this week, Santa 
Claus elaborated further on his decision. 
“We know that Medway Oil & Propane 
has been offering high-quality Reading 
Anthracite coal to their customers since 
1954,” said Santa. “It was natural for me 
to select the region’s best coal supplier to 
handle all of the MetroWest requests we 
get for a lump of coal.” Based on Santa’s 
happiness with Medway Oil & Propane, 
the “naughty and nice” will want to 
consider them for coal, fuel oil and 
propane service.  

Move guarantees that those who 
deserve coal this year will get it!

One FREE Bag of Coal!
Homeowners who heat with coal are 
invited to receive a FREE bag of coal 
with any coal dwelivery before January 
31, 2024. Call (508) 533-6561 or 
1-800-649-5949. Anyone wanting a few 
free lumps of coal for stocking stuffers 
should call for details. Santa hastily 
ended his press conference to return to 
his shop in preparation for visiting the 
MetroWest area later this month.
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Nipmuc Regional High School hosts Climate Change 
Challenge kickoff for educators statewide

UPTON — Nipmuc Regional 
High School recently hosted 
a successful Climate Change 
Challenge kickoff event to train 
educators on how to engage 
K-12 students in climate change 
education and action.

The two-day event consisted 
of  a series of  sessions on Nov. 
14 and Nov. 15. Speakers from 
various backgrounds presented 
their ideas, including sessions led 
by representatives from MaxIQ.
Space, GLOBE Program, Mass 
Audubon, Cooler Communities, 
Wade Institute for Science Edu-
cation, Blue Hill Observatory, 
Climate Interactive, Resource 
Modeling Association, TERC, 
and the Nipmuc History De-
partment. Educators from 43 
school districts across Massachu-
setts attended the event.

The year-long program was 
developed by Nipmuc science 
teacher and 2024 Massachusetts 
STEM Teacher of  the Year 
Jim Gorman with assistance 
from Nipmuc history teacher 
and 2024 Massachusetts His-
tory Teacher of  the Year Darcy 
Daniels.

The Climate Change Chal-
lenge is designed to empower 
students of  all ages with the 
knowledge and skills needed to 
address climate issues through 
hands-on experiments and cut-
ting-edge technology alongside 

their peers and experts. Every 
month throughout the school 
year, students and teachers will 
have check-ins and webinars 
with partnering organizations to 
continue their climate change 
education. Students will present 
their findings at a symposium at 
the end of  the year.

On Nov. 14, keynote speaker 
Massachusetts Deputy Climate 
Chief  Jonathan Schrag ad-
dressed the crowd, highlight-
ing the observable changes 
in communities with rising 
temperatures, and how climate 
considerations need to be woven 
into all aspects of  governance 
and planning.

"We have to balance hope 
with fear of  what a climate 
catastrophe looks like," Schrag 
said. "We have the opportunity 
to bend the curve."

Elementary educators from 
school districts across the state 
started the conference with 
intensive climate change educa-
tion training, focusing on age-
appropriate ways to introduce 
young learners to environmental 
science and sustainability.

MaxIQ.Space led hands-
on workshops where teach-
ers learned to use specialized 
STEM kits to help students 
monitor and analyze their im-
mediate environment, from 
measuring comfort levels in their 

Students share their experiences with climate-related projects with educators at the Climate Change Chal-
lenge kickoff at Nipmuc Regional High School. Photo courtesy Mendon-Upton Regional School District

classrooms to exploring local mi-
croclimates. The Wade Institute 
engaged educators in an innova-
tive engineering challenge about 
rising sea levels, where teachers 
designed and built model barri-
ers to protect coastal cities — an 
activity they can readily adapt to 
their own classrooms.

Nipmuc students demonstrated 

their civics projects that addressed 
environmental issues, discussed 
their own monitoring projects 
using MaxIQ.Space technology, 
and shared their experiences 
with climate-focused science and 
engineering initiatives.

The afternoon sessions 
featured NASA's GLOBE 
program, introducing creative 
approaches to engage young 
students in climate science. 
For upper elementary grades, 
educators discovered how their 
students could participate in 
real climate research through 
GLOBE's Urban Heat Island 
Campaign. The day concluded 
with Cooler Communities shar-
ing their Energy Detectives 
program and grant opportu-
nities, highlighting how even 

the youngest learners can take 
meaningful action on climate 
change.

On Nov. 15, middle and high 
school educators learned about 
MaxIQ.Space's environmental 
monitoring technology and 
explored NASA's GLOBE citi-
zen science protocols. Teachers 
discovered ways to track urban 
heat islands in the classroom, 
analyzed 139 years of  weather 
data from Blue Hill Observa-
tory, and used the En-ROADS 
climate solutions simulator to 
model different policy scenarios.

The training emphasized pro-
viding students with authentic, 
real-world learning experiences 

CLIMATE
continued on page 15 
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connected to their local com-
munities. The interdisciplinary 
nature of  climate education 
was also highlighted, from so-
cial studies teachers learning 
strategies to implement environ-
mentally-focused student civic 
action projects, to math teachers 
exploring how climate change 
impacts endangered species 
through mathematical modeling.

TERC, Inc. and Mass Audu-
bon hosted displays highlight-
ing successful student-scientist 
partnerships, while Nipmuc 
students presented their innova-
tive science, engineering, and 
civics projects addressing climate 
challenges. Several students also 
shared their experiences from 
climate-focused internships.

"I'm proud to share that the 
Massachusetts K-12 Climate 
Change Challenge is continu-
ing to build momentum in its 
mission to empower educators, 
by giving them the tools they 
need to prepare students to 
understand and address climate 
challenges while developing cru-

cial STEM skills," said science 
teacher and Climate Change 
Challenge coordinator Jim Gor-
man. "Climate change is one of  
the most pressing issues of  our 
time, and we as educators have 
the power to make an impact."

"We've developed this chal-
lenge to fit our district's "Portrait 
of  a Learner" framework, which 
encourages our students to grow 
into solution-seeking, innova-
tive, mindful, and collaborative 
global citizens," Mendon-Upton 
Regional School District Su-
perintendent Maureen Cohen 
said. "We're beyond proud to 
share this initiative with other 
districts, and I look forward to 
seeing how educators adapt this 
program to address the effects 
of  climate change, both locally 
and globally. I thank all of  our 
partners, staff, and participants 
for making this event a resound-
ing success. "

Community members inter-
ested in learning more about the 
Climate Change Challenge or 
supporting the initiative can con-
tact Jim Gorman at jgorman@
mursd.org, or visit www.masscli-
matechangechallenge.org.

Mendon public safety log
Calls between Oct. 26 and Nov. 23 included brush fires, fight

Between Oct. 26 and Nov. 
23, the Mendon Police Depart-
ment and Fire Department re-
sponded to hundreds of  calls, 
most of  which were related to 
motor vehicles including traffic 
stops, crashes, erratic opera-
tors, disabled motor vehicles, 
parking complaints, and lock-
outs. 

Numerous other calls were 
related to 911 calls, alarms 
(fire, burglar, panic), road haz-
ards (wires, etc.), animal issues, 
suspicious activity, noise com-
plaints, document service, civil 
complaints, welfare checks, 
fraud, lost/found property, 
assisting citizens/public, and 
more. 

This is not intended to be an 
exhaustive list. Entries of  note 
include: 

Oct. 26 at 10:53 p.m., Teresa 
Dr., noise complaint 
Oct. 27 at 9:48 a.m., Millville 

St., stolen vehicle
Oct. 27 at 6:08 a.m., Hartford 
Ave. W., structure fire
Oct. 31 at 1:54 a.m., Blackston 
St., assault
Nov. 1 at 11:47 a.m., Vincent 
Rd., larceny
Nov. 1 at 3:03 p.m., Blackstone 
St., odor investigation
Nov. 2 at 5:01 p.m., Providence 
St., fraud
Nov. 2 at 8:30 p.m., Elm St., 
brush fire
Nov. 6 at 3:10 p.m., Washing-
ton St., brush fire
Nov. 7 at 10:03 a.m., Warfield 
Rd., brush fire
Nov. 10 at 9:54 a.m., Deer Hill 
Rd., brush fire
Nov. 10 at 4:03 p.m., Millville 
St., brush fire
Nov. 14 at 12:08 p.m., Bates 
St., brush fire
Nov. 14 at 3:04 p.m., Kinsley 
Ln., burglary
Nov. 15 at 9:14 p.m., North-
bridge St., brush fire

Nov. 15 at 9:47 p.m., Nipmuc 
Dr., fight
Nov. 18 at 9:56 p.m., Warfield 
Rd., information
Nov. 22 at 4:04 p.m., Bates St., 
smoke investigation
Nov. 23 at 3:48 p.m., Hartford 
Ave. W., brush fire
Nov. 23 at 6:15 p.m., Uxbridge 
Rd., smoke investigation

Source: www.mendonpolice.com

PLEASE RECYCLE ME!

CLIMATE
continued from page 14
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funding,” Mazar said. “The $1.8 
million will be used to purchase 
the conservation restriction and 
all the due diligence that goes 
along with a project like this.”

Mazar credits the Metacomet 
Land Trust for providing techni-
cal assistance throughout the 
grant process. 

In September, the state 
awarded more than $27 million 
to 59 grantees to develop parks 
and protect conservation areas. 
Read the full list of  awardees at 
bit.ly/EEAgrantsSept2024. 

In its press release, the EEA 
said, “This [Mendon] property 
is surrounded by approximately 
1,000 acres of  undeveloped, 
mostly- forested land. This 
property contains two vernal 
pools and abuts the Mill River. 
The property is NHESP [Mass-
Wildlife’s Natural Heritage & 
Endangered Species Program] 
designated BioMap Core Habi-
tat, and Rare Species Core with 
good habitat for the Eastern Box 
Turtle and a variety of  freshwa-
ter species, as well. Conservation 
of  this land will also contribute 
to protecting the largest drinking 
water aquifer in Mendon.”

Various parties own the 1,000 
acres surrounding The Oak and 
Wall Farm Preserve, and a large 
portion of  that land is under 
Chapter 61A which gives the 
land temporary protection and 
the town the right of  first refusal 
if  landowners decide to sell. 

“There will be public access to 
the 201 acres through trails, but 
wildlife has access to all the acre-
age,” said Mazar, adding future 
trails “can be enjoyed with pas-
sive recreation activities that will 
not infringe on sensitive wildlife 
habitat, especially where animals 
nest or breed.”

Motorized vehicles will be 
prohibited. 

Mazar credits Mendon voters 
for having the foresight to pro-
tect The Oak and Wall Farm. 
“These special properties help 
to make Mendon a very desir-
able place to live. With so many 
properties in our area being 
clearcut, paved and developed, 
it is important to protect these 
unique landscapes which en-
hance the beauty, history, rural 
character and quality of  life in 
Mendon.”

The Town of  Mendon and 

Metacomet Land Trust will 
oversee the property. Mendon 
also has Volunteer Land Stew-
ards who help maintain open 
space properties in Mendon. 
They build trails, add signage, 
remove invasive plants, provide 
maintenance, and enjoy the 
property. Volunteers are needed 
to steward The Oak and Wall 

Farm Preserve. 
Mazar said, “We do not have 

any volunteers assigned to this 
property yet, so if  anyone is 
interested in being a Volunteer 
Land Steward, they can send an 
email to the

Mendon Land Use Com-
mittee at landusecomm@men-
donma.gov.”

What is a permanent conservation restriction? 
A permanent conservation restriction (CR) does not allow 

any development and requires the land be kept in its natural 
state in perpetuity. The Town of  Mendon is purchasing the 
conservation restriction or "buying" the building rights. The 
property is monitored by a third party (usually a land trust 
or non-profit land protection organization) to make sure the 
conservation restriction is forever followed by the landowner. 
Metacomet Land Trust and the Town of  Mendon will jointly 
hold this CR. CRs usually allow passive recreation (hiking, 
cross-country skiing, non-motorized bikes, etc.). 

What does a CR mean for The Oak and
Wall Farm Preserve?

This property will allow hunting with permission of  
the landowner and agriculture on a portion of  the prop-
erty. There will be public access to enjoy the beautiful prop-
erty once the trails are created, which will be a volunteer 
effort. It will protect a very important medium yield aquifer 
that provides clean water to many of  the wells in Mendon. 

Clearcutting to build a subdivision, lawn fertilizers, pesti-
cides and the impervious surfaces of  driveways and roads, 
could have contaminated this aquifer, whereas trees and 
plants filter the water before it gets to the aquifer. Keeping 
the forests and fields intact will help provide climate change 
resiliency through ecosystem services such as erosion control, 
flood protection, natural cooling, absorption of  carbon diox-
ide and release of  oxygen into the air. 

Anne Mazar, Chair
Mendon Land/Energy Use Committee
Mendon Community Preservation Committee

The Oak and Wall Farm Preserve in Mendon was one of 59 grantees to 
receive a grant from the state to develop parks and protect conserva-
tion areas. This 201-acre parcel on Thayer Road will be preserved for 
wildlife habitat, public trails, and aquifer protection. Courtesy photo

The Upton Mendon Free Press is currently 
seeking freelance writers who live in the 
area and are interested in writing for our 
publication. If interested, please send a 
résumé and writing sample to editor@
UptonMendonfreepress.com
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UniBank wins four 
prestigious banking 
awards from Banker & 
Tradesman publication

WHITINSVILLE, MA – 
UniBank, the largest Mutual 
Community Bank headquar-
tered in Central Massachusetts, 
recently received four GOLD 
awards from the Banker & 
Tradesman (B&T) publication.

Each year, B&T runs their 
“Best Of ” awards program 
which asks customers who they 
think are the best financial 
institutions in Massachusetts 
with a range of  specific prod-
uct and service categories to 
nominate within. For 2024, 
UniBank received the highest 
award, “GOLD”, in four cat-
egories: Best Community Bank, 
Best Lending Institution, Best 
HELOC Provider, and Best 
Purchase Mortgage Provider.

Michael Welch, CEO of  
UniBank, said, “When we win 
awards that are based on the 
loyalty of  our customers and the 
service that we provide to them, 
they are extremely satisfying. 
For over 154 years, our mis-
sion has been to serve the local 
communities for the betterment 
of  people, businesses and non-
profits. Beyond the banking 

transactions, the foundation of  
each relationship we engage in 
allows us to tailor our services to 
the needs of  our individual cus-
tomers. Banking local, with an 
established locally based bank 
empowers our communities to 
thrive. We thank our customers 
who voted for us as their loyalty 
and trust is what propels us to 
be the best.”

UniBank is headquartered in 
Whitinsville, MA., with assets of  
$2.6 billion as of  June 30, 2024. 
A full-service, mutually owned 
community bank, UniBank has 
branches in Central Massachu-
setts and the MetroWest region 
of  Massachusetts. UniBank is 
dedicated to contributing to the 
overall quality of  life and eco-
nomic health of  the communi-
ties it serves, while maintaining 
an elevated level of  financial 
soundness and integrity. Uni-
Bank is an Equal Housing 
Lender and Member FDIC. 
NMLS #583135. The company 
website is www.unibank.com.

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

Email us about an upcoming event
or about a concern about things

happening around town
editor@uptonmendonfreepress.com

BVT Class of 2025, 78 Adams 
Scholar Recipients 
Earn Option to Advance Career Training at MA State College or University

UPTON – The John and 
Abigail Adams Scholarship is 
a merit-based program that 
provides tuition at a Massa-
chusetts state college or uni-
versity. 78 Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School seniors are the 
proud recipients of  an Adams 
Scholarship. The award al-
lows these students an option 
to further their vocational and 
career training with additional 
education, advanced training, 
and credentials.

The first-time score on a 
high school MCAS exam 
determines eligibility for an 
Adams Scholarship. Adams 
Scholars receive free tuition 
for up to eight semesters of  

undergraduate education at a 
Massachusetts public college 
or university, renewable for 
eight consecutive semesters 
or four years. Recipients must 
use the tuition credit in the 
first fall semester following 
their high school graduation 
and maintain a GPA of  3.0 or 
better.

The following local mem-
bers of  the Class of  2025 have 
earned a John and Abigail 
Adams Scholarship: 

From Upton
Samantha Carroll, Informa-

tion Technology; Kylie French, 
Painting & Design; Cassidy 
Lyon, Health Services; Harmony 
Melendez-Torres, Biotechnol-
ogy; Ryan Poirier, Advanced 

Manufacturing; and John Simas, 
Electronics.

About Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High School:

Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School (BVT) serves the towns 
of  Bellingham, Blackstone, 
Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale, 
Mendon, Milford, Millbury, 
Millville, Northbridge, Sutton, 
Upton, and Uxbridge. Located 
in the heart of  the Blackstone 
Valley, BVT creates a posi-
tive learning community that 
prepares students for personal 
and professional success in an 
internationally competitive so-
ciety through a fusion of  rigor-
ous vocational, technical, and 
academic skills. 
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Valley Tech outlasts Nipmuc in holiday thriller
Change of venue does not damper rivalry matchup

By Chris Villani
The 14th installment of  the 

Thanksgiving rivalry between 
Blackstone Valley Tech and 
Nipmuc saw a new venue and 
date for the game. With inclem-
ent weather in the forecast for 
Thanksgiving morning, the two 
teams tangled on Thanksgiving 
Eve on the turf  field at Milford 
High.

But playing in a different 
location did nothing to lessen 
the enthusiasm for the fans sup-
porting the two Upton schools, 
and they turned in a wild per-
formance that ended with Val-
ley Tech coming from behind 
to win 35-31.

“It was an excellent game,” 
said BVT Head Coach Anthony 
Landini. “We had a really big 

crowd, and it was 
great for the fans 
because it was back 
and forth the whole 
game.”

Val ley  Tech 
scored with 30 
seconds left in the 
game, down by 
three, to secure 
the win. Senior Jer-
emiah Thomas scored three 
touchdowns for the Beavers. 
Senior quarterback Alex Burgos 
scored from one yard out to ac-
count for the game winner.

The Burgos touchdown an-
swered a touchdown by Nip-
muc junior QB Josh Giancola, 
whose touchdown had given the 
Warriors the edge in the seesaw 
battle.

Scan this QR CODE
to visit our Website

SPORTS
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“Offensively, it 
was a big day all 
around,” Landini 
said. “It was a 
highly intense 
offensive back 
and one of  those 
where it felt like 
whoever had 
the ball last was 

going to win.”
Giancola added three touch-

down passes to Logan De-
Marzo. Nipmuc led for much 
of  the game, but Valley Tech 
senior captain Alex Vosburgh 
gave his team its first lead of  
the night.

BVT finishes the season 6-5 
with the victory, while Nipmuc 
drops to 4-7. The Beavers im-
proved to 10-4 in the holiday 

series. With the two schools 
separated by just a couple of  
football fields, they usually 
warm up on their respective 
fields and then the road team 
simply walks across Pleasant 
Street for the kickoff. The 
teams had to take a bus this 
time around, but the game was 
no less special.

“You could play the game in 
the parking lot, I don’t think it 
matters where we play, it’s just 
a matter of  getting on the field 
and playing,” Landini said. 
“It’s a culmination of  what you 
learned. You play as a team, 
you see some of  the young kids 
coming back make some big 
plays, and it’s really a stepping-
stone for both teams going into 
next season.”
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Nipmuc girls soccer captures state title
Warriors win first championship in 10 Years

By Chris Villani
Kyah Montano scored more 

than 100 goals in her Nipmuc 
career, but none more significant 
than her tally against Medfield 
in the Division III state champi-
onship game that gave the Nip-
muc Regional Warriors a 1-0 
victory and the title.

“Every game was tough, every 
team played us tough, but we 
were resilient,” Head Coach 
Steve Khoury said. “The girls 
worked their butts off.”

Nipmuc did not suffer a loss 
after the second game of  the 
season and finished with a 21-
1-1 mark overall. 

Khoury said Anya Montano 
was a huge piece of  the puzzle 
after being moved to a defensive 
midfielder role to help solidify 
the defense. Montano’s conver-
sion on a corner kick helped 
Nipmuc beat Norwell in the 
semifinals. Abby Mullins stepped 
up considerably as well and 
picked up an assist on the state 
title-winning goal. 

Lyla Hill and Madelyn Weibe 
formed what Khoury described 
as a “great partnership” on the 
field.

“They read each other so 
well,” he said. “And they read 
the game so well.”

On defense, Riley Restic, a 
captain along with the Montano 
sisters and goalkeeper Mia Her-
ron, was a defensive stalwart. 

She marked Dover-Sherborn’s 
top player, a talented attacker 
with the ability to beat multiple 
defenders, and shut her down 
to help Nipmuc get to the 
Final Four. Herron, one of  the 
top keepers in the state, “had 
to show it during the last two 
games” against Norwell and 
Medfield, her coach said.

Young players contributed for 
Nipmuc as well, including Lily 
Pereira and Cate Tengler, the 
latter of  whom was the second-
leading scorer during the regu-
lar season. 	 Outside backs 
Julia Lenfest and Emma Watts 
turned in stellar seasons for the 
Warriors.

But at the head of  the pack 
was Kyah Montano, who will be 
playing for High Point next year 
and whose 111 goals set a new 
program scoring record.

“She will go down as one of  
the best ever at Nipmuc, espe-
cially after bringing home a state 
championship,” Khoury said. 
“I think she stepped it up even 
more this year than in years 
past. She really put us on her 
shoulders, she wanted to win 
this thing.”

Nipmuc won back-to-back 
state titles in girls soccer in 2005 
and 2006 and last won it all 
back in 2014. To get the pro-
gram back to the promised land 
was meaningful for the players.

“They worked hard all season 

Nipmuc celebrates after winning its first day title in a decade. Photo source: Nipmuc Athletic Director Chris 
Schmidt

long and you could see the ela-
tion at the end of  the game,” 
Khoury said. “It’s a huge ac-
complishment for them, for the 
school, for the community, for 
everybody.”
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2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
FOUR DEALERSHIPS // SEVEN BRANDS

#D14458L • LATITUDE, 4X4, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 JEEP 
RENEGADE

$19,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$29,265

As low  
as  

$71/wk
#TP4703 • SR TRIM, DBL CAB, 3.5L

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$42,605

As low  
as  

$114/wk

#46493 • LX TRIM, AWD, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$24,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,590

As low  
as  

$88/wk

#TP4468 • NAV, HEATED LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2024 GENESIS  
GV70 3.5T

$52,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$64,700

As low  
as  

$202/wk

#46466L • ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LS

$19,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$72/wk

#D14655L • ALLOYS, AWD, 3.6L
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$32,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$48,595

As low  
as  

$116/wk

#P17431 • SUPERCAB, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 FORD  
F-150 XL 4x4

$31,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,250

As low  
as  

$114/wk

#TM24-1043A • 28/39 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 TOYOTA  
CAMRY LE

$22,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$85/wk

#46412A • XLT, SUNROOF, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$25,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,765

As low  
as  

$85/wk

#46796L • CUSTOM, 2.7L TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$126/wk

2021 TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE-OWNER  

VEHICLES
635 One-Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#46610 • TURBO, PREMIUM AUDIO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 CHEVY 
TRAX LT AWD

$19,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$27,565

As low  
as  

$74/wk
#TM24-1235A • LIMITED, SUNROOF

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$47,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$58,405

#124-537A • AWD, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SEL

$25,377
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$90/wk
#TP4798A • LIMITED, ALLOYS, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$18,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$34,400

As low  
as  

$71/wk
#TP4734 • 30/38 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$26,589

As low  
as  

$71/wk
#46224A • HYBRID, ALLOYS, FWD

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$17,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$32,395

As low  
as  

$64/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA 4x4

2018 CHEVY  
VOLT LT

As low  
as  

$170/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
COROLLA LE

2023 KIA  
SPORTAGE

2022 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2021 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#124-423A • UNLIMITED MOAB, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$114/wk

#TM24-1177A • ALLOYS, SV TRIM
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$20,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$31,710

As low  
as  

$74/wk

#TM24-1269A • 27/34 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$28,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,560

As low  
as  

$103/wk

2022 TOYOTA  
RAV4 LE SUV

2021 NISSAN  
ROGUE AWD

2019 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#P17398L • TURBO, NAV, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 FORD 
EDGE SEL

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$40,395

As low  
as  

$88/wk
#P17361 • TURBO, HEATED SEATS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$22,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,550

#124-199B• TURBO, BIG BEND
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$37,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$43,995

As low  
as  

$134/wk
#124361A • SUNROOF, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 LINCOLN  
CORSAIR

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$46,645

As low  
as  

$88/wk
#P17430A • AWD, HEATED SEATS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$16,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$32,695

As low  
as  

$60/wk
#D14582R • TURBO, AWD, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$45,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$50,800

As low  
as  

$164/wk

2023 VW  
JETTA SE

As low  
as  

$80/wk

2018 SUBARU  
LEGACY 2.5i

#TP5021 • 27/37 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,686

As low  
as  

$85/wk

2023 HYUNDAI  
SONATA SEL

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

so you  
save more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2023 MERCEDES 
GLC 300 SUV

Kevin Meehan 
Owner

IF YOU CAN 
DREAM IT 

YOU CAN 
DRIVE IT!

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

#46774L • LT TRIM, 4X4, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$33,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$39,180

As low  
as  

$119/wk
#TM25-075A • 27/33 MPG CITY/HWY

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,190

#46823 • MOONROOF, LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$24,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,899

As low  
as  

$88/wk
#46830 • GX SELECT, 1.3L TURBO 

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 BUICK  
ENCORE AWD

$23,377
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$32,225

As low  
as  

$83/wk
#TP4816 • AWD, TWIN TURBO, NAV

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$51,595

As low  
as  

$113/wk
#124-476A • 4X4, V6, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$32,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,710

As low  
as  

$117/wk

2018 HONDA  
CR-V EX-L

As low  
as  

$71/wk

2023 BMW  
X1 xDrive28i

#ST0665A • LE TRIM, ALLOYS, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$33,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,775

As low  
as  

$120/wk

2023 TOYOTA  
HIGHLANDER

2022 RAM  
1500 BIG HORN

2021 MAZDA  
MAZDA CX-5

2022 CHEVY 
COLORADO

2023 DODGE  
DURANGO SXT

SALE ENDS 12/31/24. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2014 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN-DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
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