
By Shamaya Sutton

MARYSVILLE, CA (MPG) - It 
was a beautifully clear and 
relatively windless eve-
ning on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
and exactly 55 degrees at 
5 p.m., which was perfect 
weather for the 73rd annual 
Marysvil le Christmas 
Parade. 

Crowds gathered on 
either side of D Street and 
lines flowed out onto the 
sidewalk from both The 
Brick and Edible Memories 
Bakery for a last-minute 
caffeine pick-me-up.

“Last night was the big-
gest it's been,” said Skip 

Bertsch as he tended to 
his outdoor stage. “The 

city did the Christmas tree 
lighting on Friday night, 
our band actually played 
last night, which is a Trans-
Siberian Orchestra tribute 
with the laser light show, 
but with Candy Cane Lane 
doing their thing that same 
night, we just had a huge 
crowd. It was amazing.”

This year’s parade theme 
centered around “The 
Nutcracker,” a fairytale 
ballet based on short sto-
ries written in the 1800s. 
Classic characters include 
a mischievous Mouse 
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Marysville City 
Council Honors 

Outgoing 
Member

Councilmember Dominique 
Belza. Courtesy photo

By Shaunna Boyd

MARYSVILLE, CA (MPG) - 
At the Dec. 3 Marysville 
City Council meeting, the 
results of the 2024 elec-
tion were accepted and 
approved. 

Mayor Chris Branscum 
announced that Measure 
G was approved by the 
voters, with 2,765 votes 
in favor and 921 votes 
against. Measure G is a 
public services sales tax 
renewal measure, which 
would extend the one-cent 
sales tax first approved by 
voters in 2016.

B r a n s c u m  a n d 
Councilmember Stuart 
Gi lchr is t  were  both 
re-elected to their seats 
on City Council, and 
Marjorie Rollins was 
elected to serve on the 
seat vacated by outgo-
ing  Counc i lmember 
Dominique Belza, who 
did not seek re-election. 

City Council issued a 
proclamation recognizing 
Belza for his dedicated 
service to the City of 
Marysville. Branscum said 
that throughout his ten-
ure, Belza “demonstrated 
unparalleled integrity, 
passion and resilience, 
tackling complex chal-
lenges with thoughtfulness 
and determination.” 

“Your forward-thinking 
initiatives, collabora-
tive spirit, and tireless 
work ethic have not only 
addressed the immediate 
needs of our city but have 
also laid the foundation 
for a brighter and more 
prosperous future,” said 
Branscum. “Your efforts 
have enriched the lives 
of countless individuals, 
strengthened the bonds 
within our community and 
elevated Marysville as a 
beacon of progress and 
unity. The legacy of your 
service will continue to 
inspire others to lead with 
courage, conviction, and 
unwavering dedication to 
public service.”

Assemblymember 
James Gallaher, Sen. 
R o g e r  N i e l l o  a n d 
C o n g r e s s m a n  D o u g 
LaMalfa also sent procla-
mations to honor Belza’s 
work on City Council. 

Belza thanked his fel-
low councilmembers and 
city staff, stating, “I am 
so honored to have served 
with you.” 

Continued on page 4

Above and below: Candies, Sugarplum fairies and gingerbread man were heavily featured throughout the 73rd annual 
Marysville Christmas Parade on Dec. 7 in downtown Marysville. Photos by Chris Pedigo

Finding Santa at the Christmas Parade 

Continued on page 9

Raising Funds for Special Needs Students

Olumide Coker, right, faces off against another professional wrestler at River Valley High School 
on Sept. 14 during a match hosted by the West Coast Wrestling Federation (WCWF). Coker has 
organized another match with the West Coast Wrestling Federation at Wheatland Union High School 
on Dec. 13 to raise funds for its special ed program. Photo courtesy of the West Coast Wrestling Federation

By Shamaya Sutton

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - On 
Sept. 14, the Yuba City’s 
West Coast Wrestling 
Federation (WCWF) held 
its first show of 2024 at 
River Valley High School. 

The event featured some 
of the area's top profession-
als including Nathan Brick, 
Jayson Xavier, Prime Time 
and the Honor Society.

Continuing in its appar-
ent high school tour, the 
West Coast Wrestling 
Federation will be host-
ing its second wrestling gig 
at Wheatland Union High 
School on Dec. 13 under 
the direction of Olumide 
Coker, also known as 
“Darkfox.” 

Coker is both a pro-
fessional wrestler and a 
resident special ed teacher 
at Wheatland Union. As 
a fighter, he has been fea-
tured in countless matches, 
but this will be his first 
time wrestling at the school 
he teaches for. 

“Almost everyone on 
campus knows I'm a wres-
tler and a lot of them ask 
about it,” said Coker. “This 
will be a chance for them 

to finally see it up close 
and personal and then 
maybe they’ll understand 

why on Mondays I'm com-
ing in sore and slow.”

In honor of this inaugural 

event, and in homage to 
Wheatland’s Pirate mascot, 

Continued on page 4
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California Respects 
the Power of Your Vote
By Shirley N. Weber, Ph.D., California Secretary of State
Californians can confidently claim this: California has made more signif-
icant reforms to our election laws and expanded voting rights than any 
other state.

The relevance of this accomplishment deepens as we prepare to celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act next year. This landmark 
legislation began to undo our country’s long history of voter suppression, 
intimidation, and disenfranchisement that far too many Americans experienced at the polls for decades.

My own parents, who were sharecroppers, were denied their right to vote in the Jim Crow era South. 
Before moving to Los Angeles from Hope, Arkansas, my parents, David and Mildred Nash, could not vote. 
My father was an adult with six children before he registered to vote and was only able to exercise that 
constitutional right for the first time here in California.

As California Secretary of State, I do not take the progress we have made over the years lightly. My staff 
and I hold sacred the obligation to ensure that our elections are safe, free, fair, and accessible to all. There-
fore, before certifying the results for this year’s election on Dec. 13, we have taken a number of steps to 
ensure that every vote is counted. We have also made sure that our ballot counting process is credible and 
free from interference.

To meet that deadline without a hitch, California requires elections officials in all 58 counties to turn in 
their official results by a certain date. This year, that date was Dec. 6.

By law, every eligible voter in our state receives a vote-by-mail ballot. This ensures all registered voters can 
exercise their right to vote.

Whether you placed your ballot in a designated drop-off box, voted by mail, or cast your ballot at a polling 
center, votes are safe and secure. And we allow voters to sign up to receive text message, email, or voice 
call notifications about the status of their own ballots by using the Where’s My Ballot? tool. To learn more 
or to sign up, paste this URL in your web browser: https://california.ballottrax.net/voter/

The ballots of Californians who voted by mail are also protected. The United States Postal Service partners 
with the State to make sure ballots are delivered on time. All mailed-in ballots are sent by First Class mail 
with a postage paid envelope provided to every eligible registered voter.

Election Security is our number one priority. That’s why my office designed and implemented a program 
to back up that commitment. For more information, visit this URL: https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/
election-cybersecurity

Additionally, California takes preventive actions to make sure our voting technology keeps our elections 
safe and protects everyone’s votes.

For example, county voting systems are not connected to the internet, which protects them from cyber-
threats. The State also performs regular and rigorous testing to make sure the voting systems are working 
optimally, and only authorized personnel are granted access.

Staff members are also given phishing and cybersecurity training.

VoteCal, the state’s centralized voter registration system, is also key. The system is regularly updated, and it 
is used as a resource for counties to verify voter signatures.

California also provides security at all counting locations and makes sure ballot drop-off boxes are secured 
and monitored.

And all election processes are open to observation during specified hours.

In my role as Secretary of State of California, there is nothing more important to me than defending our 
democracy. I am committed to safeguarding voting rights, and to leading our state in upholding the high-
est democratic standards by implementing policies and practices that Californians and all Americans can 
trust and look to for instruction and hope.

You can contact the California Office of the Secretary of State at 1-800-345-Vote or elections@sos.ca.gov 
with inquiries or to report suspected incidents or irregularities. Additional information can be found at 
www.sos.ca.gov and the office’s social media platforms:

Instagram: @californiasos_

Facebook: Facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS

X: @CASOSVote

Paid Advertorial Content

Shirley N. Weber, Ph.D.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear community members,
Thank you so much for your on-going support of our community, including the Yuba-

Sutter-Colusa United Way. More importantly, for your deep concern for the welfare of 
the tens of thousands of truly less fortunate residents locally. 

We're facing extraordinary challenges in our region right now. As federal COVID-era 
benefits have ended and the cost of living continues to rise, many local families are con-
fronting impossible choices. The numbers tell a heartbreaking story: our food pantries 
are now serving two to three times more people than last year. Seniors on fixed incomes 
are struggling to afford necessities. More neighbors than ever are reaching out to us, des-
perate for help with housing, utilities, and everyday expenses. 

But here's where your support has made magic happen. In 2024, together we empowered 
over 200 families through our innovative "United Way Born Learning Academy," help-
ing parents become their children's first teachers; provided emergency referral assistance 
to more than 500 families facing ho melessness, eviction, loss of utilities, many need-
ing food for their families and much more; distributed $153,678 in FEMA funding for 
local food and shelter providers; connected more than 600 residents with vital resources 
through our Community Resource Fair; raised $17,592 and collected hundreds of turkeys 
to feed nearly 6,000 neighbors for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays; and generated 
$15,350 through our Summer Cash for Food Drive, supporting 12 local food providers.

As we look ahead to 2025, we're embarking on an ambitious journey with our new 
"Better Together, 2026" Strategic Plan. Working with our network of 27 local non-profit 
partners, we're positioning ourselves to reach more families and create an even greater 
impact. But we can't do this without you.

Your year-end gift will help us meet the growing needs in our community and ensure 
that no neighbor has to face their challenges alone. Whether it's preventing an eviction, 
providing a warm meal, or helping a parent create a brighter future for their child, your 
support makes it all possible.

Making your tax-deductible gift is easy:
Visit www.yscunitedway.org and click "Donate Now.” 
Call us at (530) 743-1847 (weekdays 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM)
Mail your contribution to YSC United Way, P.O. Box 122, Marysville, CA 95901
Thank you for being part of our Yuba-Sutter-Colusa United Way family. Together, we're 

not just changing lives – we're building a stronger, more resilient community for all.
Sincerely,
Bob Harlan, Executive Director and Sarah Kotko, President of the Board
Our 2024 Executive Board Members include: Sarah Kotko, President; Erica 

Hernandez, Vice-President, Richard Eberle, Secretary/Treasurer, Robert Bendorf, Past-
President. The remainder of our board includes Nancy Aaberg; Sandi Adams; Jasmine 
Bartolome; Manny Cardoza; Connie Cornelius; Vera Correa; Bal Dhillon; Scotia 
Holmes; Manjit Jhutti; Randy Page; Eric Paredes and Mary Welker.

California Farm Bureau Celebrates 
Accomplishments

California Farm Bureau President Shannon Douglass speaks to members and guests at the 
opening session of the organization’s 106th Annual Meeting in Monterey on Dec. 9. Photo courtesy 
California Farm Bureau

California Farm Bureau 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - California 
Farm Bureau President Shannon Douglass 
celebrated the organization’s accomplish-
ments this year in an address delivered 
Dec. 9 at the Farm Bureau’s 106th Annual 
Meeting in Monterey.

Douglass, speaking in her first annual 
address after being elected last year to 
lead the Farm Bureau, focused on local 
achievements and on the organization’s 
strength in unity.

“Stronger Together’ is more than 
a catchphrase,” she said of the Farm 
Bureau’s theme for this year’s Annual 
Meeting, which brought together farmers 
and ranchers from across California. “We 
can have extensive success as a state orga-
nization, but it doesn’t matter if we don’t 
have strong county Farm Bureaus.”

Douglass cited examples of the Farm 
Bureau’s impact this year in different parts 
of the state, beginning with the resound-
ing defeat of Measure J, a Sonoma County 
ballot measure that within three years 
would have banned large dairies and poul-
try farms in the county.

“We recognized that something like this 
in Sonoma County could easily be repli-
cated” in other counties “and across the 
country,” Douglass said. The Sonoma 
County Farm Bureau, with support from 
the California Farm Bureau and county 
Farm Bureaus, waged a more than year-
long campaign to defeat the measure.

“Not only were they successful, they 

were extremely successful,” Douglass 
said, with voters in the county rejecting 
Measure J by a margin of roughly 85% to 
15%.

The state Farm Bureau president also 
highlighted the success of the Kings 
County Farm Bureau, which won a 
preliminary injunction in September pro-
tecting groundwater users in the Tulare 
Lake Subbasin from the additional pump-
ing fees and well metering requirements 
that came with a probationary desig-
nation under California’s Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act.

“When we speak up and we speak out 
we can make a difference,” Douglass said.

She recognized several county Farm 
Bureaus that met goals of increasing their 
membership, including the Alameda, 
Calaveras, Humboldt, Inyo-Mono, Lake, 
Lassen, Marin, Monterey, Napa, Orange, 
San Luis Obispo, Siskiyou, Solano, 
Sonoma, Trinity and Tuolumne County 
Farm Bureaus.

The Lake County Farm Bureau, 
Douglass said, added more than 60 new 
members, increasing its membership by 
more than 20%. Meanwhile, in its first 
year, the new San Francisco Farm Bureau 
enrolled more than 100 members.

“Thank you for showing us what’s 
possible when we put our mind to some-
thing,” Douglass said.

The California Farm Bureau works to 
protect family farms and ranches on behalf 
of more than 26,000 members statewide 
and as part of a nationwide network of 5.8 
million Farm Bureau members.� 

Nearly 6 months after fire destroyed the Hotel Marysville, demoltion of its ruins began 
Wednesday, Dec. 11. Photo courtesy of the City of Marysville

City of Marysville Announces 
Demolition of the Hotel Marysville 

City of Marysville News Release

MARYSVILLE, CA (MPG) - The City of 
Marysville announces the commencement 
of heavy demolition work on the Hotel 
Marysville starting Wednesday, Dec. 11. 

This comes after the historic hotel 
was severely damaged by a fire on June 
15, rendering the building unstable and 
unsafe. The city expects the demolition to 
be completed by mid-to-late January 2025, 
marking a crucial step toward restoring the 
area and mitigating the ongoing negative 
impact on local businesses, transportation, 
and commuters. 

The fire caused extensive structural 
damage to the hotel, leading to its eventual 
condemnation due to safety concerns. The 
building’s instability has not only posed a 
danger to public safety but has also dis-
rupted the local economy. The presence 
of the damaged hotel has impacted nearby 
businesses, and the closure of adjacent 
sections of Highway 70 has caused signif-
icant delays for commuters and affected 
regional transportation. 

“The damage caused by the fire and 
the ongoing instability of the build-
ing has had a significant effect on our 

community,” said Marysville City 
Manager, Jim Schaad. “Demolishing the 
Hotel Marysville is a necessary step to 
restore local traffic flow, revitalize the 
area, and ensure that businesses and res-
idents can thrive. We are committed to 
minimizing disruption during the demoli-
tion process and are working closely with 
Caltrans to reopen Highway 70 as quickly 
as possible.” 

The City will be coordinating with 
Caltrans to expedite the reopening of 
Highway 70 shortly after the demolition 
is complete, allowing for improved traf-
fic conditions and access to the region. 
“We understand the frustrations of com-
muters and local businesses, and we are 
doing everything we can to ensure that 
the demolition process is swift and effi-
cient,” said Vincenzo Corazza, City 
Public Works director. “We will continue 
to work closely with all agencies to min-
imize the impact and keep the community 
informed.” 

For updates on the demolition and the 
reopening of Highway 70, visit the City 
of Marysville’s official website at marys-
ville.ca.us or follow the city’s social media 
channels.� 

From Yuba-Sutter-Colusa United Way
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By Shamaya Sutton 

LIVE OAK, CA (MPG) - Back 
in September, Brandon 
Barnes, the 24th sheriff 
elected to Sutter County, 
announced that two mem-
bers of his command staff 
would retire by the end of 
the year. 

Both happened to 
be working in Sutter 
County’s corrections 
facility, the first being 
Captain Chad Niswonger, 
Jail Division Commander 
for the Sutter County 
Sheriff's Office, and the 
other Corrections Lt. 
Kristie Garza.

“I’m losing my two top 
people who oversee the 
jail for me,” said Barnes 
during a community radio 
interview. 

Barnes went on to say 
that Lt. Matt Maples 
had tested very early on 
for the position and that 
he would be promoted 
to captain on Sept. 21. 
After this announcement, 
Maples worked with 
Niswonger and Garza for 
several months to get his 
operational knowledge up 
to speed. 

“I'm looking forward to 
the change,” said Maples. 
“Somet imes  change 
can feel bad at first but 
change is good; bringing 
different people into new 
roles can be good. I'm 
going to miss the role that 
I'm leaving. I greatly care 
about all the people that 
I’ve worked with but I'm 
excited about working 
with people on the cor-
rections side and I think 

it's going to be rewarding 
and a challenge as well.” 

Maples  has  been 
with the Sutter County 
Sheriff's Office since 
2009. Previously, he 
worked as the coun-
ty’s patrol lieutenant in 
the Operations Division 
overseeing Main Office 
Patrol, along with other 
assignments such as 
Sheriff ’s  Posse and 

Search and Rescue. 
While his roots might 

be planted with his fam-
ily in Fair Oaks, Maples 
has worked the majority 
of his professional career 
in Sutter County and said 
he feels like a part of the 
community. 

On Nov. 25, Sheriff 
Barnes and his staff held 
a special swearing in cer-
emony, commemorating 

Captain Maples’ new 
position as overseer of 
the county’s correctional 
division. When Maples 
isn’t busy keeping his 
corner of the world 
safe, he enjoys cooking 
and has his own busi-
ness called Silver Sage 
Catering, which he often 
uses to cater various 
fundraising events. 

“He’s very involved 

with a lot of our non-
profits in the area,” said 
Barnes. “Even if you 
don't know Matt, you've 
probably eaten one of his 
delicious dinners, I know 
I've had a few over the 
course of my career.”

It was this type of ser-
vitude and commitment 
that Barnes said showed 
through in Maples early 
testing process for the 

captain position.
“One of the things I 

always say is, ‘I know 
who people are at work 
but who are you outside 
of work, what do you 
give back?’” said Barnes. 
“I see that in Matt, he 
gives back to the com-
munity. We’re very proud 
of him and the steps he’s 
taken to come oversee 
our jail.”� 

Candies, Nuts, Dried Fruit, Confections,
Gourmet Items, Giftware,

 in store or shipped to your door.

901 N. Walton Ave.
 Yuba City

Mon – Fri 8 am-4 pm 
www.sunsweet.com

530-751-5327 or 800-447-5218

Matt Maples Sworn in as Captain 
and Jail Division Commander 

Sutter County Sheriff's Office Matt Maples, center, is sworn into his new position as captain and jail division commander for the Sutter County Sheriff's Office. 
Courtesy photo
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the West Coast Wrestling 
Federation has chris-
tened its Dec. 13 show 
the “Maiden Voyage.” 
Proceeds from the match 
are meant to raise funds 
for the school’s S.M.I.L.E 
special education program 
with the goal of purchasing 
a storage shed. 

“The program is grow-
ing so we’re going to need 
more space and because we 
have such a diverse learn-
ing curve it’s a lot to keep 
up with,” explained Coker. 
“You do accumulate a lot 
of stuff doing this, but it's 
always useful.”

“Something that can be 
used for one student can 
always be used for another 
to help them develop what-
ever the skill is that we’re 
working on,” Coker added.

Coker said the shed will 
be used to house a variety 
of items such as specialty 
bikes adapted for phys-
ical disabilities, holiday 
decorations, recreational 
equipment, art and garden 
supplies. They will also be 
sharing the space with their 
classroom neighbors, the 
adult transitional program. 

“I'm in a unique position 
and I really care about my 
kids,” said Coker. “I can't 

give them everything, but 
I want them to have every-
thing. I don’t think I’ve 
ever found a way to get 
money to get them stuff, so 
this is a way for me to do 
that.” 

The “Maiden Voyage” 
matchups are open to the 
public and will take place 
in Wheatland Union’s 
North Gym. General 
admission will be set at 
$15 with floor tickets being 
sold at $20. Wheatland stu-
dents, staff and those with 
student ID can purchase 
tickets at $10. Tickets will 
be available at the door 
or online at gofan.co/
event/2474959. 

The following day, on 
Dec. 14, Coker and a num-
ber of his colleagues will 
again be featured in the 
“Christmas Clash,” hosted 
by Pro Championship 
Wrestl ing (PCW), as 
part of the annual Yuba 
City Christmas Stroll. 
This is the first time pro-
fessional wrestling has 
been showcased as fea-
tured entertainment for 
the stroll, a decision made 
by members of the Yuba 
City Downtown Business 
Association. 

“We thought it would be 
a different and fun show 
to bring downtown,” said 
Natalie Syverson, a local 
business owner and mem-
ber of the Downtown 
Business Association. “We 
are always thinking of 
what else to bring to the 
events we have for others 
to come and join in on the 
fun.”

The Christmas Clash 
will also feature a new up 
and coming high school 
wrestler from River Valley 
named Ethan Reyno. 
Reyno has been creating a 
bit of a buzz around town 
as the youngest wrestler in 
PCW’s history.

Matches will be held off 
Plumas Street in Yuba City 
starting around 2 p.m.� 

	Shopping locally helps both you and our 
community. Please check in at the local stores 
and see what might “fill the bill”. I always get 
to Ray's Hardware, the variety there is great: 
fishing stuff, kitchen things as well as things 
for your yard or patio. Gift certificates help, 
too. Kelly՚s Smoke Shop certainly has more 
than “smokes”; check out her new consign-
ment room. Let՚s keep our shopping on the 
hill as much as possible.	

	We hope to see you at the Community 
Breakfast Sunday, Dec. 15. It is not on its 
usual Sunday because Peddler՚s Fair has that 
weekend as its usual time. There will be sev-
eral “yummy” specials to choose from as well 
as the usual fare. Santa will be there with 
some gifts, mimosas will be available as well 
as hot chocolate. Brunch will be served from 
8 – 12. 

	Keri՚s School News - Hello Dobbins and 
Yuba Feather Families!  And just like that, 
it's beginning to look a lot like Christmas. 
However, before we Fa-La-La-La-La, thank 
you to Abi and the crew at  Yuba Sutter Food 
Bank for the 50 turkeys so graciously donated 
to our local school families. In addition, Carri 
Simeroth along with some amazing members 

at Hillside Community Church Brownsville, 
went above and beyond making Thanksgiving 
meal bags for some wonderful families in 
need. Your kindness and compassion towards 
others goes above and beyond. 

•	 Yuba Feather Elementary School Holiday 
Store runs until December 13th. 

•	 Make your purchases today before it is too 
late. 

• 	Preschool will be closed for a teacher 
work day Friday, December 13th. 

•	 December 16th at 5:30pm Yuba Feather 
Elementary School annual Christmas 
program.

• December 17th at 5:30pm Dobbins 
Elementary School annual Christmas 
program.

•	 December 20th STARS will be closing at 
4pm

• District Wide Minimum Day
	Look Back in Time – In 1885 Colonel 

Rackerby sold the finest Mental Invigorator at 
his store, along with feeds and clothes for both 
man or beast. Oyster suppers were served. (a 
lively place).

Hope to see you in Brownsville soon. 
~ Yvonne�

�e Brownsvi�e
Bailiwick & Beyond

California Officials Plan for a Dry 2025 
With Grim Water Supply Guesswork

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Each December, there’s 
a new version of an old 
guessing game about how 
much water will be pro-
vided to agricultural and 
municipal users in the year 
ahead.

Federal and state water 
agencies post initial, and 
usually very low, estimates 
based on the current con-
dition of reservoirs, soil 
conditions that affect run-
off, and assumptions of 
rain and snow during the 
winter and spring.

Over the next few 
months, the estimates are 
upgraded as firmer precip-
itation data accumulates, 
often — but not always 
— increasing.

For 2022, as drought 
gripped California, the 
s ta te  Depar tment  of 
Water Resources initially 
projected zero water deliv-
eries, later raised them to 
15% of the contracted sup-
plies, but finally delivered 
just 5%.

One year later, however, 
the department initially 
promised 5%, but after 
a very wet winter finally 
delivered 100%. This year 
began with a 10% estimate 
of state water supply and 
ended up with 40%.

The huge swings in ini-
tial allocations and final 
deliveries are an obvi-
ous headache for the 29 
local and regional water 

purveyors supplied by the 
state water system, serving 
some 29 million people. 
Do the public water agen-
c i e s  i m p o s e  s t r i c t 
conservation on their cus-
tomers in years with low 
initial projections, try to 
obtain supplemental sup-
plies, take a chance that 
eventual deliveries will be 
higher, or all of the above?

T h e  a n n u a l  g a m e 
resumed this week, when 
the Department of Water 
Resources announced an ini-
tial 2025 estimate of just 5%.

“Based on long-range 
forecasts and the possi-
bility of a La Niña year, 
the State Water Project is 
planning for a dry 2025 
punctuated by extreme 
storms like we’ve seen in 
late November,” depart-
ment  d i rec tor  Kar la 
Nemeth said in a state-
ment. “We need to prepare 
for any scenario, and this 
early in the season we 
need to take a conservative 
approach to managing our 
water supply. Our wettest 
months of the season are 
still to come.

“What we do know is 
that we started the water 
year following record 
heat this summer and in 
early October that parched 
the landscape. We must 
account for dry soils in our 
State Water Project alloca-
tion planning and our runoff 
forecasts for the spring.”

That’s a fairly grim sce-
nario that may already be 
outdated because it was 
made without counting 
the heavy rains and snows 
that hit the state in late 
November.

“These storms will be 
taken into account along 
with other variables for 
future allocation updates. 
Prior to these storms, the 

start of the water year 
had been dry and warm,” 
the department said. It’s 
also noteworthy that 
after the spate of storms, 
California’s weather has 
returned to dry and warm.

Another factor in the 
guessing game is the sta-
tus of reservoirs, not only 
the state’s Lake Oroville, 
but the multiple storage 
projects managed by the 
federal government, such 
as Lake Shasta, and those 
owned by cities and irriga-
tion districts.

At the moment, the 
state’s reservoirs are gener-
ally above 100% of historic 
averages after a couple 
of relatively wet winters, 
which indicate that ulti-
mate water deliveries will 
be higher than the low ini-
tial estimates, although 
how much higher is uncer-
tain. Shasta is at 113% and 
Oroville at 109%.

The annual guessing 
game would be more accu-
rate if the state had done 
what it should have done 
decades ago — developed 
more storage capacity, 
either in reservoirs or aqui-
fers, that could be filled in 
wet years and cushion the 
impact of drought.

A couple of storage proj-
ects are underway, Sites 
Reservoir on the west side of 
the Sacramento Valley and an 
enlargement of the San Luis 
Reservoir in the Pacheco Pass 
west of Merced.

Much more is needed as 
climate change affects the 
precipitation cycle.

Dan Walters is one of most 
decorated and widely syndi-
cated columnists in California 
history, authoring a column 
four times a week that offers his 
view and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social and 
demographic trends. 

Belza expressed his respect and admi-
ration for the council and their many 
accomplishments during his term. Belza 
also extended a welcome to incoming 
Councilmember Rollins, and said he was 
excited to see what she will do during her 
tenure. 

“It was an honor to 
work on behalf of 
Marysvil le  res-
iden t s , ”  s a id 
B e l z a ,  a n d 
“regardless 
o f  w h e r e 
my politi-
cal career 
might lead, 
my hear t 
will always 
b e  i n 
Marysville.” 

The elected 
councilmem-
bers then took 
the oath of office 
and were sworn in 
to serve their terms. 
Rollins said she is humbled 
to serve as the newest councilmember 
and she looks forward to working toward 
a “vibrant and inclusive community.” 

Gilchrist and Branscum both thanked 
Marysville residents for their continued 
support. 

Branscum then appointed Vice-Mayor 
Bruce Buttacavoli to continue serving in 
that position.  

City Council then approved the con-
sent calendar, which included approval 
of accounts payable, approval of the 
proposed 2025 City Council meet-
ing calendar, approval of minutes from 
prior meetings and approval of revi-
sions to the management compensation 
plan for executive and mid-management 
employees. 

During City Manager items, City 
Manager Jim Schaad said that the 
Marysville Police Department has 
been heavily enforcing traffic laws in 
the downtown area. A representative 
from the police department reported 
that over a recent three-day period, 

there were 203 traffic stops 
and 133 citations were 

issued. More than 30 
citations were for 

speeding and 
several were 

for unlicensed 
drivers. 

The traf-
f i c  t eam 
also made 
11 felony 
and mis-
demeanor 

arrests. 
Most nota-

b l y ,  o n e 
veh ic le  was 

stopped because 
a  b r a k e  l i g h t 

was out and officers 
found a hit on INTERPOL 

(International Criminal Police 
Organization) showing the driver was 
wanted for weapons trafficking out 
of India, through Canada and into 
California. He was a Door Dash driver 
on the way to a delivery, and a loaded 
gun and 13 burner phones were found 
in his vehicle. 

The team also made five DUI 
(Driving Under the Influence) arrests. 
One of those drivers crashed their car 
in Riverfront Park, taking out wooden 
pylons, crashing into concrete barriers 
and running over the levy before trying 
to report their vehicle as stolen. 

The next Marysville City Council 
meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. Dec. 
17 at 526 C St., Marysville.� 

Marysville City Council Honors 
Outgoing Member

Continued from page 1

Raising Funds for Special 
Needs Students

Olumide Coker celebrates a win at River Valley High School 
on Sept. 14 during a match hosted by West Coast Wrestling 
Federation (WCWF). Coker has organized another match with 
the West Coast Wrestling Federation at Wheatland Union High 
School on Dec. 13 to raise funds for its special ed program. 
Photo courtesy of Tyler Zepp

Continued from page 1

Sutter County Sheriff’s 
Office News Release

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - On the 
morning of Dec. 10, several 
notes were found at Sutter 
County Offices that alluded 
to a potential bomb threat 
at the Superior Court of 
California, Sutter County, 
located at 1175 Civic Center 
Blvd. in Yuba City. 

Sutter County Detectives, 
Sutter County Sheriff's 
Deputies and California 
Highway Patrol Officers 
quickly evacuated the court-
house until further notice. 
Assistance was requested 
from the Sacramento 
County and Butte County 

E x p l o s i v e  O r d n a n c e 
Disposal Teams (EOD).

Around 10:30 a.m., an 
evacuation order was issued 
for ¼ of a mile radius sur-
rounding the courthouse. 
Civic Center Blvd and 
Poole Ave were closed for 
approximately 1 hour. With 
the assistance of the Office 
of Emergency Management, 
the public was notified 
through an alert system on 
their mobile devices. 

Once the surrounding 
area was safely evacuated, 
both Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Teams were able 
to enter the courthouse 
and secure the scene. No 
threats were found. 

"There is no greater 
responsibility than keep-
ing our community and 
our staff safe when these 
types of threats are brought 
to our attention. These 
matters are always taken 
seriously by my office, and 
it is being fully investi-
gated," Sheriff Barnes said.

Sutter County Detectives 
are working to identify a 
potential suspect. Additional 
information will be provided 
once an identity is confirmed. 

The evacuation order has 
been lifted. All scheduled 
court sessions from the 
morning of Dec. 10 will be 
rescheduled to a later time/
date.� 

Bomb Threat Evacuates Sutter Superior Court
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Marc Cuniberti hosts “Money Matters” on KVMR 89.5 FM Thursdays at Noon.
Visit his website at www.moneymanagementradio.com

With Thanksgiving now in the rear 
view mirror, the Christmas season is 
upon us and that means nationwide sales 
reports on everything from baby toys 
to gifts for grandpa and all things in 
between will be hitting the news wires 
in about 6 weeks. 

That said, obviously one of the first 
things on the minds of many is how are 
they going to afford presents and how 
much are they going to cost.

We will find out how we did when 
the annual holiday sales figures hits the 
news wires and no doubt they will be up 
as they almost always are.

The reason every year we see 
increased spending by consumers on 
gifts are the sales figures are based on 
the total amount of money spent. Sounds 
reasonable but since everything costs 
more every year, of course holiday sales 
are more than the year before. It would 
make more sense and reflect how things 
really are if they reported actual number 
of units sold instead. 

If they did that, it’s my guess we 
would see the total number of gifts prob-
ably drop every year. Real wages (what 
one can buy with the money they earn) 
have remained stagnant for decades, 
probably since around the 1970’s.

In my opinion, the reason the report-
ing agencies don’t count number of 
units sold is that no matter who is in the 
White House, they want a positive spin 
on the health of the consumer for obvi-
ous reasons. It’s the reason we see very 
few true reporting figures on a variety of 
economic environments such as infla-
tion, Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
consumer sentiment and unemployment 
to name but a few.

I have penned a few articles on the 
massaging of numbers by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS), the folks that do 
the economic reporting we see coming 
out of Washington so I won’t hash them 
over here. But trust me, it’s like a shell 
game how they hide stuff.

These happy-go-lucky stats are also 
the reason many a reader try and cross 
swords with me about my articles say-
ing they know this and that about the 
economy and that I am as wet  on my 
economic accuracies as contestants in 
a wet T shirt contest. They believe the 
fairy tales they read from the BLS.

But I think astute and truly observa-
tional readers see the spin that inflation 
is receding and the consumer is a vibrant 
soul and just shake their heads in won-
der and try and figure out how all that 
feel good news isn’t making it down to 
his neighborhood.

And so it goes with government statis-
tics and we will undoubtedly see more 
“vibrant consumer” headlines come the 
conclusion of the holiday season once 
again while in reality everyone is buy-
ing a smaller tree because they cost so 
much and smaller trees need fewer pres-
ents under them to look just as festive as 
last year.

With inflation taking the price of 
just about everything up in leaps and 
bounds despite what Washington says 
along with the BLS statistic-quoting let-
ter writers to my Money Matters inbox, 
very few if any of my acquaintances 
tell me their planning on dropping more 
money on gifts this year than last.

How about in your circles?
In conclusion, finding some good in 

everything, there will be a lesson in all 
of this, with smaller trees casting less 
shade on fewer gifts, we will look for 
the gift of family and friends instead and 
realize that is what really is important, 
and not all that over-packaged plas-
tic crap that we could really do without 
anyway.

Then when we read how once again 
how wonderful holiday sales were and 
how resilient we all are in our spending, 
we’ll just manage a smile knowing we 
really got what we wanted. A little less 
of that plastic crap and a bunch more of 
the touchy-feely family stuff.

And that is truly the greatest gift.
“Watching the markets so you don’t 

have to”    
This article expresses the opinion 

of Marc Cuniberti and is not meant as 
investment advice, or a recommenda-
tion to buy or sell any securities, nor 
represents the opinion of any bank, 
investment firm or RIA, nor this media 
outlet, its staff, members or underwriters. 
Mr. Cuniberti holds a B.A. in Economics 
with honors, 1979, and California 
Insurance License #0L34249 His insur-
ance agency is BAP INC. insurance 
services.  Email: news@moneymanage-
mentradio.com � H

Those Annual Christmas Sales

Farm Groups Work to expand 
Outreach on Groundwater Law

As implementation of California’s 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
ramped up during the past couple years, farm-
ers who learned late about the far-reaching 
law have encountered additional challenges. 
In 2017, Madera County farmer Makhan 
Singh borrowed money to purchase farmland 
and plant almond trees, long-term invest-
ments he may be unable to recoup due to the 
law’s restrictions on groundwater pumping. 
As groundwater management tightens under 
SGMA in the coming years, some groups are 
expanding their efforts to educate farmers 
about the law. 

Farmers Need Plan to Keep Employees 
Safe from Avian Flu

To protect employees who work with dairy 
cows and poultry from H5N1 bird flu, farm-
ers should have a basic plan in place, even if 
their animals are not infected. Such advice 
and other guidelines were shared during a 
webinar last month hosted by the California 
Farm Bureau-affiliated Farm Employers 
Labor Service, or FELS. As of Dec. 2, 31 
human cases of H5N1 bird flu had been 
confirmed in California, according to the 
California Department of Public Health. All 
but one have been Central Valley dairy work-
ers who had direct contact with infected 
cattle. The workers have all experienced mild 
symptoms, primarily eye infections, with no 
hospitalizations. 

Farm Bureau Celebrates Success as 
Organization Prepares for 106th Annual Meeting

California Farm Bureau President Shannon 
Douglass reflected on the organization’s suc-
cesses this year as it prepares to hold its 
annual meeting Dec. 7-10 in Monterey. “These 
are indeed challenging times for farmers and 
ranchers in California, yet it’s in moments 
like these that the importance of celebrating 
our accomplishments shines even brighter,” 
Douglass said. “With Annual Meeting just 
days after Thanksgiving, it’s a perfect time 
to pause and count our blessings—not just as 
individuals, but as part of this amazing organi-
zation we call Farm Bureau.”

Farm Income Declines in 2024 Amid 
Challenges for Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s farm 
income forecast for 2024 revealed a difficult 
year for the nation’s agricultural producers. 
USDA projected net farm income at $140.7 
billion for 2024, down $6 billion from 2023 
and $41.2 billion from $181.9 billion in 2022 
when net farm income reached its peak. 
“USDA’s December report underscores the 
volatility of the U.S. farm economy as farmers 
face their second consecutive year of declin-
ing income,” the American Farm Bureau 
Federation said in an analysis of the forecast. 
“Crop producers, in particular, face dramatic 
declines in cash receipts, with little hope 
for immediate relief as global supply chain 
disruptions continue and prices for key com-
modities remain depressed.”� H

By Kathy Craigo Harteis 

I decorated the house 
for Christmas today. 

It snowed a little bit so 
it felt right to dive right 
in.

This weekend we’ll 
have cookie day with the 
grandkids. Cookie day 
and Christmas Eve are my 
absolute favorite days of 
the holidays. 

Time surrounded by my 
kids, their spouses  and 
grandkids mean so much 
to me. I doubt they know 

just how much it really 
means to me.

As a child, our home 
was always filled with 
family and friends on 
Chris tmas  Eve.  My 
mother loved hosting the 
party. I think that’s what 
instilled in me the love of 
hosting Christmas Eve. 

At my folks’ house no 
one was turned away. 
There was always room 
for one more. Everyone 
was welcome. 

As we became teens, 
friends of me and my sis-
ter Ann always came by 
for Christmas treats. They 
knew they were welcome 
there. 

These last few weeks 
have been stressful as 
we address health issues 
with my husband Tom. 
Through it all we have 
held tight to faith. It is a 
season of miracles and 

repeatedly we have seen 
the path cleared before us. 
Prayers for Tom and our 
family are appreciated.

There is light at the 
end of the tunnel. God is 
good.

The next few weeks we 
will continue to prepare 
for the holidays.

First and foremost let’s 
remember the reason for 
the season. It’s not about 
presents or Santa. It’s 
about love, family and the 
birth of a boy child in a 
manager. 

A native of Grimes, CA, 
Kathy Craigo Harteis is 
a former local journal-
ist and former owner and 
chief executive of Kathy 
Craigo Media Consulting, 
in Colusa. She currently 
lives in Beach, North 
Dakota, where she lived for 
many years while raising 
her family. � H

And So it Begins

Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
I have $100,000 in stu-

dent loan debt. Since the 
amount is so large, is there 
a special place in your 
Baby Steps plan for it?

– Jules
Dear Jules,
I hope you have a nice, 

large income with which 
to fight that big pile of stu-
dent loan debt. I’ve seen 
even worse situations, 
though. I’ve talked to peo-
ple who went $200,000 
into debt for a four-year 
degree in a field where 
they’ll make $45,000. 
Yes, that kind of thinking 
and behavior is out there, 
and it’s ridiculous.

The fact that it’s a 
large amount of student 
loan debt doesn’t change 
anything. Baby Step 2 is 
where you pay off all debt 
except for your home. So, 
don’t let this student loan 
debt hang around for years 
and years. You’ve got to 
get focused and intense 
about getting control of 
your money. That means 
living on a strict, ba-
sics-only monthly budget. 

After that, start throwing 
every nickel and dime you 
can scrape together, and 
save toward paying off 
those student loans as fast 
as possible.  

Your income is your 
largest wealth-building 
tool, Jules. You can’t save, 
and plan for the future, 
when all your money is 
flying out the door to pay 
off debt.

– Dave

Find a Good Money 
Market Account

Dear Dave,
My wife and I are com-

pletely debt-free, and 
we’re saving up for our 
first house. We current-
ly have about $140,000 
in savings, and we’d like 
to buy a home with cash 
when the time is right. 
Where should we put our 
money, so it will work for 
us while we save more?

– Andy

Dear Andy,
If I were in your shoes, 

and maybe looking at 
a window of three or 
four years, I’d just park 
the cash in a good mon-
ey market account. You 
won’t make a lot off it, but 

your money will be safe. 
I mean, all you’re look-
ing for is a smart place to 
stash it for a little while. 

When it comes to long-
term investing, I’m a big 
fan of growth stock mu-
tual funds. The problem 
with that in your situation 
would be the volatility of 
the market. By the time 
you’ve saved up more 
money, and spent time 
deciding on a house, the 
market may be down. 

You two are in a great 
place financially right 
now. With the path you’re 
on,  just imagine how in-
credible it will be in a few 
years to have a new home 
and be debt-free!

– Dave
 Dave Ramsey is a na-

tional best-selling author, 
personal finance expert and 
host of The Ramsey Show, 
heard by more than 20 mil-
lion listeners each week. 
He has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS 
Mornings, Today Show, Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business, 
and many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people re-
gain control of their money, 
build wealth and enhance 
their lives. He also serves 
as CEO for the company, 
Ramsey Solutions. H

Your Income is the Key
Find a Good Money Market Account

Dave Ramsey

Territorial Dispatch - Dec 2024

We recognize the following local students who have  achieved  
scholastic honors at their institutions of higher learning.

  Jazzmyne Garcia of Yuba City earned a Master of Business Administration from 
University of Maryland Global Campus in summer 2024 (11/4/24).

  University of Maryland Global Campus (UMGC) graduated more than 3,200 students 
worldwide in the summer 2024 term. Local graduates included (Nov. 4):

  Julian Partida of Marysville, Associate of Arts
  Stephanie Barnett of Beale Air Force Base, Bachelor of Science in Management Studies
  Jazzmyne Garcia of Yuba City, Master of Business Administration.

Biola University is excited to welcome incoming students to the Biola  
community as they start their journey as an Eagle this fall. The following 

local residents started their journey as an Eagle (Oct. 23):
  Sophia Arden of Yuba City majoring in Liberal Studies Multidisciplinary
  Braden Indelicato of Yuba City majoring in Cinema and Media Arts
  Omayra Ornelas Benitez of Yuba City majoring in Computer Science.
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) congratulates the following 
students on being named to the Summer 2024 President’s List (9/25/24):

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) congratulates the following 
students on being named to the Summer 2024 Dean’s List (99/25/24): 

Students Making the Gr de

Cheryl 
Laird of 

Yuba City 

Maryia 
Rafiq of 

Yuba City 

Damien 
Geddis of 
Yuba City 

Dennis 
Godbey of 
Yuba City

Evyana 
Canales of 
Marysville 

Issaih 
Perez of 

Marysville

Jessica 
Paasch of 

Marysville. 

Chadwick Moran of Yuba City Stacy Comer of Yuba City. 

Sell
Your Vehicle

in the
Local Classifieds

Call

530-743-6643
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• Individualized Funeral Services
• Cremations
• Pre-Need  Arrangements
• Affordable Prices
• Shipping Arranged

Locally Owned by
DAN GRAY FDL 856
KAY GRAY FDL 857 530-742-2473CA LIC. NO. 387

Lipp & Sullivan
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Announcement
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 
24/7: 1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Auto & Truck 
Repair

NOW OPEN. FREE Brake 
Inspection. FREE Battery 
Check. Domestic and For-
eign. 23 years experience. 
Military Discounts. Auto Doc-
tor, 114 3rd St., Marysville, CA. 
Call now - 530-701-4300. (TFN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605  (Cal-Scan)

Elder Care
GoGo. Live and age your way. 
Get help with rides, groceries, 
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per 
day. Available 24/7 nation-
wide. BBB Rated A+ Busi-
ness. Call GoGo to get start-
ed. 1-855-476-0033 (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as 
little as 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call Now: 
1-877-435-4860  (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (CalSCAN) 

Health/Wellness
JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (TFN)

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 
(Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Safe Step. North America?s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 
1-877-252-9868  (Cal-SCAN)

Services
Wash windows, light trash 
hauling, weed eating, cob-
webs. Call James 530-632-
1271. (TFN)

Home Repair
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to ma-
jor damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your fam-
ily and your home’s value! Call 
24/7:  1-888-248-0815. Have zip 
code of service location ready 
when you call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Lost
LOST FATHER - DONALD 
RAY DICKERSON - Daughter 
Andrea Dickerson / Sandlin -  
(434) 341-1088. (12/13/24)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, tweeted, 
discussed, posted, copied, edit-
ed, and emailed countless times 
throughout the day by others? 
Discover the Power of Newspa-
per Advertising. For a free bro-
chure call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning and 
losing market share is how busi-
nesses use their advertising 
dollars. CNPA’s Advertising Ser-
vices’ power to connect to nearly 
13 million of the state’s readers 
who are an engaged audience, 
makes our services an indis-
pensable marketing solution. For 
more info call Cecelia @ (916) 
288-6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Visit: mpg8.com

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING

916-773-1111 Advertising Works!Advertising Works!

Messenger Publishing Group

www.TerritorialDispatch.com

Buck’s Rain Gauge
from Buck’s Gas & Grocery 

in Clipper Mills
Rain starting October 1st, 2024 
thru December 9, 2024 we have 

16.62 Inches of Rain

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • YEAR-IN-REVIEW
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Cerberus’ domain
6. Chop
9. Mama’s husband
13. Unsuitable
14. Adam’s partner
15. Echo sounder
16. Sunny prefix
17. Armed conflict
18. In a heated manner
19. *Highest grossing 
movie based on Broad-
way musical
21. *Time’s 100 World’s 
Most Influential People 
cover model in 2024 (2 
words)
23. “____ and the City”
24. Not exciting
25. Accident
28. Rani’s dress
30. Talking points
35. Aflame
37. Spanish sparkling 
wine
39. Slang for money
40. Velum, pl.
41. *November 5th 2024 
winner
43. Short for “and else-
where” (2 words)
44. Met’s offering
46. River in Bohemia
47. Queen of Hearts’ 
pastry
48. *Super Bowl win-
ners in 2024
50. Visi____ or Os-
tro____
52. The Alan Parsons 
Project’s “Eye in the 
____”
53. ____ of passage
55. *Milton’s center
57. *Miley Cyrus’ Gram-
my-winning Record of 
the Year in 2024
61. *2024 Summer 
Olympic Games host
64. Cat’s nine
65. Lowest or highest 
card
67. Accustom
69. E-wallet content
70. Backstabber
71. N in RN
72. Whipping mark
73. R&R spot
74. Support person

DOWN
1. “Say what?”
2. All over again
3. *MV ____, cause of 2024 
Baltimore bridge collapse
4. Long stories
5. Tends a fire
6. Obscene
7. Spermatozoa coun-
terpart
8. Lost, in Paris
9. *Olympic Gold winner 
Katie Ledecky’s “court”
10. Dead against
11. Explore by touch
12. Maisie Williams’ “Game 
of Thrones” character
15. Hello, in Haifa
20. Dead-on
22. Last month
24. Disclose
25. Wreaked state
26. Bet’s predecessor
27. Pileus, pl.
29. Like steak order
31. Maya Angelou, e.g.
32. Itsy-bitsy bits
33. *Caitlin of college 

basketball
34. Gin and grapefruit juice 
cocktail, a.k.a. ____ dog
36. Scarlet O’Hara’s home
38. Speaking platform
42. Dinklage or Townshend, 
e.g.
45. Again but differently
49. Elton John’s title
51. Shenzi of “The Lion 
King”
54. Russian rulers, pre-1917
56. Tedium
57. “One ____ Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest”
58. Classroom pests
59. Elliptical
60. Sunset location
61. Sheep’s milk cheese
62. Little Miss Muffet’s 
morsel
63. Gaelic tongue
66. Upper limit
68. Poetic “always”
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• Companionship • Cooking • Light Housekeeping • Errands, Shopping • Incidental 
Transportation • Laundry • Grooming, Dressing, Guidance • Medication Reminders 

Personal Care Services: 
Bathing, Hygiene, Incontinence Care, and Many Others

901 H St, Marysville, CA
530-749-8800 Ofc   530-741-1446 Fax

908 Taylorville Rd, Ste. 205A
Grass Valley, CA 530-274-8600

www.ComfortKeepers.com

Most offices independently owned and operated. 
Home Care Organization HCO #548700001

Death Notices

9114 La Porte Road • Brownsville • 530-675-2383 / 692-1630

RAY’S GENERAL HARDWARE
• Lumber
• Plumbing
• Hardware
• Electrical
• Cement
• Paint 
• Plywood
• Siding
• Lawn & Garden

GOLDEN FIRE WOOD PELLETS

• Propane
• Bait & Tackle
• Fencing
• Hunting & Fishing Licenses
• 1 Yard Concrete Tote
• Farmers Brand Feed
• Dog Food

We
Deliver

Voted Best Funeral Home 
of Yuba Sutter

Serving Our Community Over 25 Years, 
Yuba City’s only owner-operated funeral home.

Affordable & Dignified
On Site Crematory
Se Habla Español

estab. 1998

486 Bridge Street • Yuba City • 530-751-7000
holycrossmemorial.com • FD1653

 David
Holycross

SOME USED ITEMS

1312 Garden Hwy. • Yuba City, CA 95991

Mon-Fri 8-5   530-673-9442

NEW STEEL, ALUM, STAINLESS, EXPANDED METALS, SHEET 
& PLATE CUT TO SIZE, PIPE – BLACK, GALV. & WELD 

FITTINGS, SPECIALS FOR GATES & FENCES, HARDWARE, 
NUTS & BOLTS, CHAIN & CABLE ACC. WROUGHT IRON    
                                          FITTINGS • TRAILER PARTS,

                                        JACKS, HITCHES, FENDERS, ETC.

Li
ce

ns
e 

#4
52

97
5

SPECIALIZING IN

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REMODELS

530.682.9602
www.GreenetzConstruction.com

JEFF DRAPER
Good Neighbor Agent Since 1992

530-846-2749
Insurance Lic.# 0B04410  |  jeff@sfautohome.com

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

We were too busy this week taking care of all the wonderful, 
adoptable pets that we have at the 

Yuba County Animal Care Services Facility to pick just one.

So check out www.petharbor.com to see all of our adoptable pets. 

Or if you have lost a pet go to www.petfinder.com 
and look for your lost pet.

We are located at 5245 Feather River Blvd and 
our phone number is 530-741-6478 for any questions.

I am sure we have just the fur baby you are looking for 
so check out www.petharbor.com

SOUZA – Brian Souza, 84, of Yuba City, passed away December 3, 2024. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

RAMIREZ – Irma Avila Ramirez, 73, of Yuba City, passed away December 4, 2024. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

MCCLEERY – William McCleery, 88, of Yuba City, passed away December 5, 
2024. Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

HEKEL – Lloyd Hekel, 78, of Yuba City, passed away December 8, 2024. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Will coach Brown fi nd coal in his stocking 
this Christmas? It was certainly looking that 
way after an abysmal 4-game losing streak. 
After consecutive losses to the Hawks, 
Clippers, Nets, and Thunder, the spiraling 
Kings stemmed the tide with a rousing win 
over the Minnesota Timberwolves.

Sadly, Sacramento returned to their 
losing ways, with a 115-106 loss to the 
Trailblazers, followed up by another heart-
breaking performance against the Spurs, 
losing 127-125.

In sore need of a win, the Kings gave 
Sacramento a reason for hope outperforming 
the Houston Rockets 120-111. The Rockets 
are young and talented, headed for the play-
off s, and a convincing win over a talented 
team was just what the doctor ordered.

The Houston win seemed to do some-
thing to our hardwood gladiators, akin to 
a wake-up call. The following game the 
Kings gave one back, losing to the Grizzlies 
115-110 in a game that they certainly could
have won. 

Demonstrating that the Houston win was 
no fluke, the Kings put up back-to-back 
wins over the San Antonio Spurs and the 
Utah Jazz by a combined winning margin of 
71 points over the 2-game span.

In Sunday’s win over the Jazz, the Kings 
shot the lights out, hitting a season high 22 
3-pointers, while Kevin Huerter broke out 
of a prolonged slump, contributing 26 points 
in the victory. Huerter was equally good 
on the defensive end adding five boards, 
four assists, and a block in just 22 minutes
of action.

The Kings shot a season best 50% from 
beyond the arc, and dominated both ends of 
the court from the jump. 

Winners of three out of the last four 
games something appears to have changed, 
and the team is playing with more ferocity 
on defense, while fi nally connecting on both 
mid-range and 3-point shots with regularity. 

Granted, the Jazz are at present not a good 
team, but there’s no denying the Kings are 
beginning to look more like the team we’ve 
grown used to over the past two seasons.

So, what’s changed?
Well, I can tell you from this writer’s 

perspective, Malik Monk has added some 
much-needed firepower to the starting 
lineup, and many basketball fans are asking 

the question, why did it take so long for 
Monk to break into starting lineup.

Malik has long wanted to be a starter, and 
his college teammate DeAaron Fox makes it 
clear when asked that Malik makes the start-
ing lineup much tougher on opposing teams.

Without question, the scoring has seen an 
immediate improvement, and Huerter looks 
more comfortable coming off the bench. 
Kevin is beginning to look like his old self 
again, and it couldn’t have happened at a 
better time.

Strangely, Keon Ellis has suddenly found 
himself in coach Brown’s doghouse, being 
summarily benched, ostensibly for a poor 
performance three games ago. Against 
the Rockets, Isaac Jones, Alex Len, Doug 
McDermott, and Jae McLaughlin all saw 
court action, but former Kings starter Keon 
Ellis rode the pines.

I have praised coach Brown in the 
past for seeing something in this for-
mer G-league player that others did not, 
and working with Keon over the past two 
years has seen incredible improvement to 
the point where he became a starter on the 
team.

Word has it that after an off  night against 
the San Antonio Spurs in which Ellis scored 
eight points and grabbed just three boards, 
Brown was upset with his overall perfor-
mance, and he sat the bench the following 
game in a win over the Rockets.

This is the same tactic used last season 
with Davion Mitchell when coach Brown 
suddenly benched the Kings defensive 
wizard for three straight games. Davion’s 
confi dence took a hit, and it showed in his 
eventual return to the court.

I would hate to see the same thing hap-
pen to Keon Ellis, at a time when the Kings 
are looking for anything positive, and in 
particular defensive help. There are ways 
to inspire better play, without punishing a 
player and simply relegating him to the end 
of the bench.

Stay tuned Kings fans, because the 
Sactown Ballers have just won three out of 
the last four, and just maybe Santa Claus is 
coming to town!

All the best and Merry Christmas to one 
and all!

Your thoughts are always welcome at 
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 
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Community Events
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 

DECEMBER 15, 8 AM TO NOON
DOWNSTAIRS AT BROWNSVILLE 

COMMUNITY CENTER, 
17103 PONDEROSA WAY,

Next Step Community Breakfast,  
Regular Breakfast: Adults $10,  Children under 12 $5, 3 & under Free. 

Special Breakfast: Complementary coffee, orange juice or mimosa
 with four special menu idems with desserts available for $14.

END OF YEAR GIVING TO UNITED WAY
As we look ahead to 2025, we’re embarking on an            
ambitious journey with our new “Better Together, 2026” 
Strategic Plan. Working with our network of 27 local 
non-profit partners, we’re positioning ourselves to reach 
more families and create even greater impact. But we 
can’t do this without you.

Making your tax-deductible gift is easy:
• Visit www.yscunitedway.org and click “Donate Now” 

 • Call us at (530) 743-1847 (weekdays 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM)
 • Mail your contribution to YSC United Way, 

P.O. Box 122, Marysville, CA 95901
Thank you for being part of our Yuba-Sutter-Colusa United Way family. 

Together, we’re not just changing lives – we’re building a stronger, 
more resilient community for all.

ROY BOURG VFW POST 4095’s BINGO 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

6 pm 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
4965 Powerline Rd, Olivehurst. Info: 530-777-9057

DOBBINS CERTIFIED FARMERS MARKET 
WILL BE BACK IN THE SPRING
ON SATURDAYS • 10 am-2 pm

9761 Marysville Rd, Dobbins
Vendor Information call Teresa McFall 530-635-0452

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 2024F-251

   The following person(s) is (are) 
doing business as:

JB BOOKS
1460 BEFORD ST 

OLIVEHURST, CA 95961, 
COUNTY YUBA

1) JESSICA BASTING, 
1460 BEFORD ST 

OLIVEHURST, CA 95961
This business is conducted by 

INDIVIDUAL.
The registrant commenced to 

transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names 
listed above on 09/29/2024.

(I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and cor-
rect).

Signed:
JESSICA BASTING
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba on OCT 
18, 2024, indicated by file stamp.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By BRIDGETTE EVANS,
Deputy Clerk
11/22, 11/29, 12/6, 12/13/24
CNS-3869086#
TERRITORIAL DISPATCH

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024F-266
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Cloverleaf Market

5780 Feather River Blvd.
Olivehurst, CA 95961

County of YUBA
Registered Owners:
Balraj S. Sanghu.

5780 Feather River Blvd.
Olivehurst, CA 95961

    This business is conducted by 
an Individual.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
03/29/2010.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Balraj S. Sanghu
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on November 08, 2024.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By NELIDA WILLIAMS, 
Deputy Clerk
Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 

2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024F-276
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Acorn Native Plants

16772 New York House Road
Brownsville, CA 95919

County of YUBA
Registered Owners:

1. Maximillian D. Sinton
16772 New York House Road

Brownsville, CA 95919
2. Rebecca D. Sinton

16772 New York House Road
Brownsville, CA 95919

    This business is conducted by 
a General Partnership.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
11/7/2024.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Maximillian Sinton
Rebecca D. Sinton
This statement was filed 

with the County Clerk of Yuba 
County on November 20, 
2024.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By NELIDA WILLIAMS, 
Deputy Clerk
Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 

2024.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024F-278
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
McGinnis MotorSports

& Promotions
5296 Acacia Way

Olivehurst, CA 95961
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
Chris McGinnis.

5296 Acacia Way
Olivehurst, CA 95961

    This business is conducted by 
an Individual.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
11/3/2024.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Chris McGinnis
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on November 22, 2024.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By NELIDA WILLIAMS, 
Deputy Clerk
Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALE

Notice is hereby given that Erle Road Self Storage 5600 Lindhurst Ave, 
Marysville, CA 95901 intends to sell the personal property described 
below to enforce a lien imposed on said property pursuant to Sections 
21700-21716 of the Business & Professions Code, known as the 
“California Self Service Storage Facilities Act”, Section 2328 of the UCC, 
Section 535 of the Penal Code and provisions of the Civil Code.

The undersigned will sell at public sale by competitive bidding on 
Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 10:00 AM, on the premises where said 
property has been in storage at Erle Road Self Storage 5600 Lindhurst 
Ave. Marysville, CA 95901, telephone 530-634-9781. Units to be sold 
belonging to the following:

Name  
Jerry L. Dickens
Gary Laturco
Courtney J. Hibbens
Kimberly A. Reed
Nonatus R. Lesenana
Kristopher Ronald Allen Robinson
Lorene K. Mateo

Purchases must be paid for at the time of purchase in CASH only. All 
purchased items sold AS IS, WHERE IS, and must be removed at the 
time of sale. Sale subject to cancellation in the event of settlement 
between owner and obligated party. Auctioneer Joan Hilbers, Bond# W1
50153447                                                                 (12/6/24 & 12/13/24)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024F-263
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
SOLON VENTURES

12594 Shetland Lane
Oregon House, CA 95962

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 861

Oregon House, CA 95962
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
Evangelos Moschovas

P.O. Box 861
Oregon House, CA 95962

    This business is conducted by 
an Individual.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
11/06/2024.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Evangelos Moschovas
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on November 06, 2024.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By BRIDGETTE EVANS, 
Deputy Clerk
Dec. 13, 20, 27,2024,        

Jan. 1, 2025

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024F-287
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
The Work Hub
922 G Street

Marysville, CA 95901
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 110
Marysville, CA 95901

County of YUBA
Registered Owners:
Sutter Networks LLC

922 G Street
Marysville, CA 95901

    This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Company.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
12/02/2024.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Darci Ferguson
CA Managing Editor
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on November 06, 2024.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By BRIDGETTE EVANS, 
Deputy Clerk
Dec. 13, 20, 27,2024,        

Jan. 1, 2025

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALE

Notice is hereby given that Marysville Mini Storage   528   14th Street,   
Marysville,   CA   95901   intends   to   sell   the   personal property   
described   below   to   enforce   a   lien   imposed   on   said property 
pursuant to Sections 21700-21716 of the Business & Professions Code, 
known as the "California Self Service Storage Facilities  Act",  Section   
2328   of  the   UCC,  Section   535  of   the Penal Code and provisions 
of the Civil Code.
 
This   auction   will   be   conducted   online     at    www.bid13.com Friday   
December   13th   2024   at   10:00   AM,   and   end   on Thursday, 
December 19th at 10:00AM. If there are no bidders,  the property will be 
donated or disposed of accordingly. Property  to   be   sold   as   follows:   
household   goods,   personal   items, furniture, etc. belonging to the 
following:
 
Name:
Erin A Coons
Dale L Nelson
Spencer J Stahl-Daniel
Margurito Cantu
Harley M Rowe

Purchases must be paid for at the time of   purchase in  CASH only. All 
purchased items sold AS IS, WHERE IS, and must be removed  at the 
time of sale. Sale subject to cancellation in the event   of  settlement   
between owner   and  obligated   party. 530-742-6898     

(TD) 12-13, 2024

Sutter County Sheriff’s Office Awarded Grant
Sutter County Sheriff’s 
Office News Release

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - The Sutter 
County Sheriff ’s Office was 
awarded a $97,000.00 grant from 
the California Office of Traffic 
Safety (OTS). The grant will sup-
port our ongoing enforcement 
and education programs to help 
reduce the number of serious 

injuries and deaths on our roads.
The grant will provide addi-

tional programs and resources, 
including: 

DUI checkpoints and patrols 
focused on stopping suspected 
impaired drivers.

High-visibility distracted driv-
ing enforcement operations 
targeting drivers in violation 
of California’s hands-free cell 

phone law.
Enforcement  opera t ions 

focused on the most danger-
ous driver behaviors that put the 
safety of people biking or walk-
ing at risk. 

Enforcement  operat ions 
focused on top violations that 
cause crashes: speeding, fail-
ure to yield, stop sign and/or 
red-light running, and improper 

turning or lane changes.
Community presentations on 

traffic safety issues such as dis-
tracted driving, impaired driving, 
speeding and bicycle and pedes-
trian safety.

Collaborative enforcement 
efforts with neighboring agencies.

Officer training and/or recerti-
fication: Standard Field Sobriety 
Test (SFST), Advanced Roadside 

Impaired Driving Enforcement 
(ARIDE) and Drug Recognition 
Expert (DRE).

The grant program will run 
through September 2025.

Funding for this program 
was provided by a grant from 
the California Office of Traffic 
Safety, through the National 
H ighway  Tra ff i c  Sa fe ty 
Administration.� 

Sutter County Children and Families Commission Awarded Grant  
to Enhance Pedestrian Safety 

Sutter County Children & Families 
Commission News Release

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - The Sutter County 
Children & Families Commission 
(SCCFC) is pleased to announce the 
receipt of a $170,489 grant from the 
California Office of Traffic Safety 
(OTS) to implement critical safety ini-
tiatives aimed at reducing pedestrian 
and bicycle-related injuries and fatalities 
throughout Sutter County. 

This funding will support the 
Sutter County Children & Families 
Commission’s commitment to expand-
ing accessibility and promoting 
community well-being, with a focus on 
vulnerable populations, including young 
children, their families and underserved 
communities. 

This OTS-funded grant will support 

a range of community-focused activ-
ities, including safety workshops, 
bicycle rodeos, classroom presentations, 
and community events that encour-
age safer walking and biking practices. 
Additionally, the Sutter County Children 
& Families Commission will distrib-
ute free helmets and other safety items 
to enhance visibility and protection for 
both pedestrians and bicyclists. 

“Our goal is to create safer, more 
accessible roads for everyone in Sutter 
County,” said Dr. Michele Blake, 
Executive Director of the Sutter County 
Children & Families Commission. “This 
grant from OTS enables us to bring cru-
cial safety programs to communities that 
need them most, ensuring every fam-
ily can navigate our roads safely and 
confidently.” 

In line with the grant’s objectives, 

the Sutter County Children & Families 
Commission will partner with local 
organizations, the education sector, and 
healthcare providers to implement pro-
grams such as the Safe Routes to School 
initiative, which promotes safer path-
ways for students walking and biking to 
school. Additionally, quarterly meetings 
with county partners and collaboration 
with law enforcement will help reinforce 
community-wide safety awareness. 

Key activities and goals include: 
conducting safety presentations and 
distributing materials across schools, 
community events, and programs spe-
cifically targeting families with children 
ages 0-5; hosting National Walk to 
School Day and National Bicycle Safety 
Month activities to engage communities 
in road safety; lead local safety initia-
tives and promote safe transportation 

habits; organizing Walking School Buses 
and pedestrian-focused field trips to 
encourage safe commuting practices for 
children and families; and collaborating 
with county partners, law enforcement 
and healthcare providers to improve 
safety awareness and practices across 
Sutter County. 

With the help of this grant, the 
Sutter County Children & Families 
Commission aims to significantly 
reduce the number of injuries and fatali-
ties among pedestrians and bicyclists in 
Sutter County, ultimately creating safer, 
healthier, and more accessible communi-
ties for all. 

For more information about this initia-
tive and upcoming safety events, please 
contact the Sutter County Children & 
Families Commission at (530) 822-7505 
or visit www.sutterkids.org.� 



	   FRIDAY» DECEMBER 13, 2024 » TERRITORIAL DISPATCH    9   

King, a Sugar Plum Fairy, 
a mysterious magician 
named Drosselmeyer, a 
young child heroine named 
Clara and, of course, the 
Nutcracker prince. With 
close to 90 entries, the 
parade lasted nearly two 
hours from start to finish 
with blinding lights and 
horns tooting throughout. 
The judges had their work 
cut out selecting winners 
to place in eight catego-
ries. Meanwhile, Robert 
Fischetti and Gary Jensen 
of 93Q kept the crowds 
entertained with humorous 
banter as they announced 
each entry.

“I love the marching 
bands,” said Fischetti. 
“Some of the cars were 
pretty cool too.”

Marysvil le resident 
Amanda Huisman decided 
the school floats were her 
favorite this year but for 
her son, Jacob, it was all 
about Santa Claus.

“He's here to see Santa, 
he waits all year to see 

Santa. He actually wants 
to be Santa when he gets 
older,” said Huisman. 
“He's got autism so that's 
all he thinks about.”

Nine-year-old Jacob sat 
dejectedly on the bench 
beside her and made a 
remark of annoyance with 
his hands. His mother 
explained that he uses sign 
language to supplement 
his speech delay and that 
he was frustrated Santa 
hadn’t shown up for pic-
tures yet. They had been 
waiting patiently by the 
city’s Christmas tree at the 
corner of 3rd and D Street, 
but as the minutes ticked 
by, Jacob became increas-
ingly more distraught. His 
mother worried that their 
night might take a sour 
turn if they couldn't find 
Santa. 

“The weird thing is 
when I was growing up, 
I did not like Christmas,” 
sa id  Huisman .  “My 
grandpa died three days 
before my 18th birth-
day and he goes, ‘You 

watch, you’re gonna have 
a kid that loves Christmas.’ 
And I guess he cursed 
me. There was one time I 
had to leave our own tree 
up for three years, Jacob 
wouldn't let me take it 
down.”

It was beginning to look 
bleak for the Huismans 
until a well-intentioned 
parade attendee, dressed 
like an elf, stepped in 
to find old Saint Nick. 
A few moments later, 
Santa rounded the cor-
ner from Edible Memories 
Bakery with a jolly “Merry 
Christmas.” Jacob burst 
into tears of joy as he 
embraced his red-clad 
hero. The two posed for 
pictures before sending 
Santa on his way back to 
the North Pole. Before 
leaving, Jacob made one 
more brief motion with his 
hand toward his chest. 

“You made his heart 
very happy,” Huisman 
translated. “Thank you.” 

Marysville Christmas 
 Parade Winners

Judging results for the 
2024 Marysville Christmas 
Parade held on Dec. 7, 
submitted by parade coor-
dinator Kary Hauk are 
below.

High School Band
First-Place: Marysville 

Charter Academy for the 
Arts

Second-Place: River 
Valley High School Band

Intermediate School 
Band

First-Place:  Andros 
Karperos
Elementary School Band

First-Place: Edgewater 
School Cheer/Band

Floats (Best Lighting)
First-Place: Browns 

Valley 4-H
Second-Place: Habitat 

for Humanity
Third-Place: Farm to 

Fork
Floats (Most Original)
First-Place: Shayla’s 

Metal Buildings & More
Second-Place: Paragon 

Collegiate Academy
Third-Place: Youthful 

Courage Stables/ABLE 
RIDERS
Floats (Most Thematic)
First-Place: Enchanted 

Learning
Second-Place: NorCal 

Lumber
Th i rd -P l ace :  Yuba 

C o u n t y  O f f i c e  o f 
Education

Saddled Animal
F i r s t - P l a c e :  M i s s 

Shayla’s Hallwood 4-H 
Horse Group

Cheer, Dance, Spirit
F i r s t - P l a c e :  M a r y 

Covillaud Spirit Team� 

Finding Santa at the Christmas Parade 

Farm animals and bright lights were displayed for this 4-H 
club during the 73rd annual Marysville Christmas Parade on 
Dec. 7 in downtown Marysville. Photo by Chris Pedigo

Nine-year-old Jacob Huisman, left, embraces Santa 
with tears of joy on Dec.7 following the 73rd annual 
Marysville Christmas Parade. Photo by Shamaya Sutton

Miss Yuba-Sutter and Miss Teen Yuba-Sutter were featured on a float 
during the 73rd annual Marysville Christmas Parade on Dec. 7 in 
downtown Marysville. Photo by Chris Pedigo

Medics carry Frosty the snowman during the 73rd annual 
Marysville Christmas Parade on Dec. 7 in downtown 
Marysville. Photo by Chris Pedigo

Continued from page 1

Crazy ‘Whyte Hare’ Found in Marysville
Story and photos 
by Shamaya Sutton

MARYSVILLE, CA (MPG) - Sightings 
of a man with tall white rab-
bit ears have been reported on 
the historic streets of downtown 
Marysville. 

Most recently, this man, 
referred to locally as the “Krazy 
Whyte Hare,” has been observed 
popping in and out of a storefront 
at 408 4th St. Legally, his name 
is Dwayne Hoskins and further 
investigations prove that he is 
now the proud owner of Krazy 
Whyte Hare, a shop named after 
his own alias. 

“Itʼs a double entendre that 
refers to my own hare and the 
ears,” explained Hoskins.

Hoskins also claimed to 
have an affinity for a particu-
larly un-punctual rabbit featured 
in the classic novel “Alice in 
Wonderland.” Likewise, Hoskins 
has now developed his own won-
derland within the walls of his 
shop, a business marked for its 
robust collection of fantasy fig-
ures, antique tools, oddities and 
curiosities. 

“Dark Academia, steampunk, 
goth, renaissance, there's a lot of 
stuff that influences the direction 
that I go,” said Hoskins, trying 
to summarize his aesthetic vibe. 
“What I want to do is create an 
environment where it feels like 
you’re stepping back in time. 
The clocks kind of help support 
that, and there's little things that 
spread around that sort of help 
clue people in.”

Hoskins' typical work uniform 
consists of a tall black top hat 
and white rabbit ears. He previ-
ously resided in another antique 
shop off D Street, scurrying in 
and out of a small room tucked 
away in the back of Yesterday 
and Today. 

This space could have eas-
ily been mistaken for a mystic 
layer, a destination for both start-
ing and stifling significant quests. 
But Hoskinsʼ dreams were 

bigger than this cozy corner. His 
younger years had been spent 
in an art foundry casting bronze 
sculptures and quietly collect-
ing bits of treasure. Hoskins used 
these to decorate his own living 

space until he eventually found 
his niche in “dark academia” and 
interior design. 

Having outgrown his room at 

Yesterday and Today, Hoskins 
leaped at the chance to spread out 
and expand his medium. Here, 
antique tools find new life amid 

scrawling bookshelves, diligently 
guarding their literary wards. 
Gothic jewels glow softly within 
their glass casket, patiently 
awaiting their next victim. Look 
too quickly and one might miss a 
secret passage leading to the for-
tune teller’s layer. 

“My idea is to kind of create 
these vignettes that tell a story,” 
said Hoskins. “I had read, proba-
bly 30 years ago, that retail stores 
in the future would be more about 
the experience, but in reality, 
they haven't gone that direction. 
Now it's more like warehouses 
like Costco and Walmart or a 
lot of it has gone online, which 
they never predicted. But Ikea is 
kind of an example of that expe-
rience where everything is set up 
in these vignettes and gives you 
ideas as far as decorating and 
how to use the items they sell. 
If nothing else, I think people 
want to come in to look at what’s 
here.”

Those brave enough to ven-
ture through the rabbit hole can 
visit the Krazy Whyte Hare from 
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Sundays at 408 4th St. in 
Marysville.� 

Dwayne Hoskins scribbles a note behind the countertop at the Krazy Whyte Hare in Marysville.

A dog named Max curls up in an 
armchair at the Krazy Whyte Hare in 
Marysville.

“Dark Academia” is the interior theme for the Krazy Whyte Hare, an eclectic 
shop in Marysville.

Dwayne Hoskins offers a faux bottle 
of “brain pain tonic” at his shop, 
the Krazy Whyte Hare, in Marysville.
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Serving Yuba, Sutter, Colusa, Butte and Nevada Counties KMYC
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Listeners Call In Line 743-2988
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LIVE WITH
LOU BINNINGER   

 Saturdays from
10 am to 1 pm
(Lou Binninger can also be heard on 

No Hostages Radio podcast, or read at 
Live with Lou Facebook & Nohostagesradio.com)

The Dobbins Certified Farmers Market
will be back in the Spring of 2025

Saturdays, 10 am-2 pm at
9761 Marysville Road, Dobbins.

For vendor info call Teresa McFall 530-635-0452

The morning show from 6 am to 9 am weekday mornings with Fish informs and entertains 
with interviews from local business owners, civic leaders, community organizations 
and everyday people who are making a difference in our great community.

Interviews are at 8:15 a.m. each morning unless noted
December 13 / 7 am TBD

December 13 / 8 am Amy Nore YCOE
December 16 / 7 am TBD

December 16 / 8 am Marni Sanders Blue Zone Project
December 17 / 7 am TBD

December 17 / 8 am Crystal Martin Yuba River Endowment
December 18 / 7 am TBD

December 18 / 8 am Wendell Anderson, Yuba County Sheriff
December 19 / 7 am TBD

December 19 / 8 am Dave Shaw Financial Information
December 20 / 7 am TBD

December 20 / 8 am Dan Flores, Economic Development

KETQ 93.3 FM
For more info. Call 530-870-8272  

or email:  info@93qradio.com

COMICS & PUZZLES
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Californians Pay Billions for Power Companies’ Wildfire 
Prevention Efforts. Are They Cost-Effective?

By Alejandro Lazo 
CALMatters.org

Diane Moss lost her home in 
the Santa Monica Mountains 
after power lines ignited the 
apocalyptic Woolsey Fire in 
2018. Since then, she’s pressed 
for a safer electric grid in 
California.

“It’s so easy to forget the risk 
that we live in — until it happens 
to you,” said Moss, a longtime 
clean energy advocate. “All of us 
in California have to think about 
how we better prepare to survive 
disaster, which is only going to 
be more of a problem as the cli-
mate changes.”

In recent years, California’s 
power companies have been 
doing just that: insulating 
power lines and burying lines 
underground, trimming trees, 
deploying drones and using 
risk-detection technology.

As wildfires across the U.S. 
intensify, California is on the 
leading edge of efforts to prevent 
more deadly and destructive fires 
ignited by downed power lines 
and malfunctioning equipment.

Customers have shouldered 
a hefty price for wildfire safety 
measures. From 2019 through 
2023, the California Public 
Utilities Commission autho-
rized the three largest utilities 
to collect $27 billion in wildfire 
prevention and insurance costs 
from ratepayers, according to a 
report to the Legislature.

And the costs are projected to 
keep rising: The three compa-
nies — Pacific Gas & Electric, 
Southern California Edison and 
San Diego Gas & Electric — 
continue to seek billions more 
from customers for wildfire pre-
vention spending. Rates are 
expected to continue outpacing 
inflation through 2027.

Fire safety projects are a 
big part of the reason that 
Californians pay the highest 
electric bills in the nation, out-
side of Hawaii. Other reasons 
include rooftop solar incentives, 
new transmission systems and 
upgrades for electric vehicles.

Higher electric bills have 
helped fuel a statewide afford-
ability crisis alongside soaring 
housing prices, expensive gro-
ceries and costly gasoline. Small 
businesses are feeling the burden, 
along with the state’s poorest res-
idents: One in three low-income 
households served by the three 
utilities fell behind in paying 
their power bills this year.

California’s three inves-
tor-owned utilities are regulated 
monopolies, so when they spend 
money on costs related to wild-
fires, they recover it through 
customers’ bills.

The price of electricity has 
ignited debate about how much 
California families should bear 
for the cost of wildfire pre-
vention, whether utilities are 
balancing risk and affordability 
and whether the money is being 
spent wisely.

Loretta Lynch, a former head 
of the state utilities commis-
sion, said lack of oversight is a 
problem, with the commission 
“rubber-stamping outrageous 
costs” and allowing the compa-
nies to “address wildfires in the 
most expensive, least effective 
way possible.”

One of the biggest contro-
versies is whether the utilities 
should be spending so much 
on burying power lines, an 
extremely costly and slow 
process.

Last year, a state audit 
concluded that the utilities 
commission and the state’s 
advocates office must do more 
to verify whether utilities were 
completing the work they sought 
payment for.

PG&E has buried 800 miles 
of power lines since 2021, with 
each mile costing between $3 
and $4 million. Last year the 
company’s $3.7 billion plan to 
bury 1,230 miles of lines through 
2026 was approved.

The three companies say the 
billions of dollars in spending 
is necessary as climate change 
worsens wildfires across the 
state. Utility equipment has 

caused less than 10% of the 
state’s fires but nearly half of its 
most destructive fires, according 
to the utilities commission.

PG&E, which a few years ago 
came out of bankruptcy triggered 
by its liability for several deadly, 
destructive fires, has adopted the 
stance that “catastrophic wild-
fires shall stop.” The company, 
which serves the most high-
risk areas in California, is the 
state’s largest spender on wild-
fire prevention.

PG&E plans to bury 10,000 
miles of power lines in its high-
est-risk areas — work that is 
highly contentious because it 
is costly and slow. The com-
pany has buried 800 miles since 
2021, with each mile costing 
between $3 and $4 million. Last 
year, the commission approved 
a $3.7 billion plan for PG&E to 
bury 1,230 miles of lines through 
2026.

Sumeet Singh, PG&E’s chief 
operating officer, told CalMatters 
that the utility is concerned about 
rates, too. He said the company 
is “very committed to stabiliz-
ing our customer rates as we go 
forward without compromising 
safety. I think that’s clear, that 
it’s a non-negotiable….There’s a 
pretty robust process, and over-
sight, that we are under.”

Kevin Geraghty, chief operat-
ing officer of SDG&E, called the 
wildfire spending process “the 
most highly-scrutinized, regula-
tory utility process I have ever 
been involved in, in my life.”

Gov. Gavin Newsom issued 
an executive order in October 
aimed at tackling the high costs 
of electricity, asking state agen-
cies to evaluate their oversight 
of wildfire projects and ensure 
that the utilities are focused on 
“cost-effective” measures. He is 
seeking proposals for changes in 
rules or laws by Jan. 1.

Reduced to Ash
The spark for the increased 

spending came seven years ago, 
after California suffered one of 
its worst droughts and a series 
of devastating wildfires in 2017 
and 2018, many ignited by util-
ity equipment.

Sixteen fires were caused by 
PG&E equipment during a rash 
of October 2017 fires that deci-
mated Napa, Sonoma and other 
Northern California counties. 
That December, the Thomas 
Fire, sparked by Southern 
California Edison equipment, 
engulfed parts of Ventura and 
Santa Barbara counties.

But the devastation of 2017 
was only a prelude to an even 
graver year. On Nov. 8, 2018, 
the Camp Fire leveled the town 
of Paradise, killing 85 people, 
making it the deadliest wildfire 
in state history.

The Camp Fire was caused 
by the failure of an old metal 
hook attached to a PG&E trans-
mission tower. An intense wind 
event pushed the fire at a rate 
of roughly 80 football fields per 
minute at its peak. The com-
pany in 2020 pleaded guilty to 
84 counts of involuntary man-
slaughter for its role in the 
disaster.

The same day as the destruc-
tion in Paradise, another fire 

ignited some 470 miles south. In 
the Simi Hills of Ventura County, 
Southern California Edison wires 
in two separate locations made 
contact with others, trigger-
ing “arc” flashes that rained hot 
metal fragments and sparks onto 
the dry brush below. These trig-
gered two blazes, which soon 
merged to form the Woolsey Fire.

Santa Ana winds spread the 
conflagration across parched 
terrain, with swaths of the nation-
ally protected Santa Monica 
Mountains reduced to ash.

Moss, the clean energy advo-
cate, evacuated her home with 
her son that day. Her husband, 
clinging to hope, stayed until the 
blaze threatened to swallow him 
whole. Their neighborhood near 
Malibu, with its heavily wooded 
surroundings, was no match for 
the inferno. 

“My husband stayed until the 
last minute, when it just — it 
looked like it could cost him his 
life,” Moss said. “Everybody else 
left, and just about all of us lost.”  

Three people died. Moss’ home 
was gone, reduced to a hollowed 
out structure and charred rubble, 
along with about 100,000 acres 
of parkland and wilderness, more 
than any other fire in recorded 
history for that area. 

‘It Just Takes the Wrong 
Ignition’

The number of fires triggered 
by the companies’ equipment 
fluctuates from year to year, 
driven by the huge variability in 
California’s weather. But data 
from 2014 through 2023 indi-
cate there were substantially 
fewer fires last year than in other 
recent years. SDG&E equipment 
caused 16 fires after its high 
of 32 fires in 2015, Southern 
California Edison had 90 fires, 
compared to a 2021 high of 173, 
and PG&E reported 374 fires 
after a high of 510 in 2020.

PG&E also reported that fires 
in its highest-risk areas trended 
down every month of 2023 com-
pared to the same months in 
previous years. But that progress 
reversed this year, with 62 fires 
reported by August in high-risk 
areas, compared to 65 in all of 
2023. (PG&E would not provide 
2024 fire data to CalMatters.)

Caroline Thomas Jacobs, 
inaugural director of the state 
Office of Energy Infrastructure 
Safety, established in 2021 to 
oversee utility safety, said prog-
ress can be hard to measure. 
Nevertheless, she said she has 
seen a cultural shift at electric 
companies in recent years, with a 
more focused approach in high-
risk areas and an environment 
that empowers workers to prior-
itize safety. 

“It just takes the wrong 
ignition … under the right con-
ditions, to have a catastrophic 
fire,” Thomas Jacobs said. “But 
are we in a better place? The 
numbers seem to indicate we’re 
moving in the right direction.”

PG&E has installed more 
than 1,500 weather stations 
and 600 AI-enabled cameras to 
detect severe weather and igni-
tions, Singh said. Enhanced 
safety systems now cut power 
to lines within a tenth of a sec-
ond. The utility also has cleared 

vegetation, ordered power shut-
offs during high-risk times, 
insulated lines and buried some 
lines underground.

“Where do we see the greatest 
risk?” Singh said the company 
asks itself, and “what is the most 
cost-effective way to be able to 
reduce that risk for every dollar 
that’s spent?”

sWildfire Spending —| 
‘an Odd System’

Critics say the scramble to 
address the wildfire crisis has 
left the state vulnerable to over-
spending by utilities.

About two months before the 
Camp and Woolsey fires, outgo-
ing Gov. Jerry Brown in 2018 
signed a $1 billion plan to thin 
forests and clear out the tin-
derbox of California’s dead 
and dying trees. That measure 
came too late to prevent the 
devastation. 

But it opened the door to 
increased spending by utilities 
beyond limits set in the highly 
deliberative process known as 
their general rate cases, which 
determine what Californians pay.

Newsom and the Legislature 
in 2019 created a $21 billion 
wildfire fund paid for by Wall 
Street investors and California 
ratepayers to help PG&E exit 
bankruptcy and protect utilities 
from being financially threat-
ened by the wildfires they cause. 
The utilities cannot access the 
state’s $21 billion fund unless 
their wildfire plans are approved 
by the energy safety office.

One problem, critics say, is 
that the safety plans are approved 
by one government entity while 
the spending to carry them out is 
approved by another.

“We now have this very odd 
system,” said Lynch, who served 
on the utilities commission from 
2000 through 2004. “The Office 
of Energy Infrastructure Safety 
reviews the plans, puts out guide-
lines, but then the (commission) 
still has to ratify the plans, so 
that the utilities can take money 
from their ratepayers.”

Wildfire Safety Goes 
Underground

On a temperate, clear morn-
ing in the Sierra Nevada foothills 
east of Placerville in October, a 
PG&E construction crew donned 
yellow jackets and safety hel-
mets and went about the work 
of burying power lines along a 
narrow, wooded road. Overhead 
lines snaked through thick trees 
in this area — prime fire risk 
territory. The workers buried 
the lines in a trench that had 
been dug using a heavy piece of 
equipment designed to cut hard 
concrete and soil. 

Once those power lines are 
buried and activated, their risk of 
fires are all but eliminated.

Burying lines in high-risk 
areas improves reliability amid 
rising wildfire risks and extreme 
weather, PG&E’s Singh said. 
Though it’s pricier up front, it 
eliminates the yearly expense of 
trimming trees and vegetation, 
which makes it a better, long-run 
value for customers, he said.

“Underground is a no-brainer 
when you look at it from that 
lens,” Singh said.

But the high cost and the time 

it takes to do the work has left 
some skeptical. The company 
has buried 800 miles of wires 
underground since 2021 and 
plans to bury more than 1,600 
by the end of 2026. It aims to get 
the cost per mile down to $2.8 
million by the end of 2026 from 
$3 million at the end of 2023. 

Michael Campbell, assis-
tant deputy director of energy 
for the public advocates office, 
a state entity that represents 
utility customers, said PG&E 
should consider other means of 
preventing wildfire, like insu-
lated wires, otherwise known as 
“covered conductors.” This can 
be deployed more quickly and 
at a lower cost, he said, and is 
effective when combined with 
operational techniques like fast 
trip settings and power safety 
shutoffs.

The sense of urgency follow-
ing fires paved the way for the 
multi-billion surge in spend-
ing. The commission authorized 
PG&E, for instance, to spend 
$4.66 billion on wildfire costs 
from 2020 through 2022, but the 
company ultimately spent $11.7 
billion and is seeking payment 
through utility bills, according to 
The Utility Reform Network.

Audits of nearly $2.5 billion in 
2019 and 2020 wildfire spending 
found some costs from PG&E, 
Southern California Edison and 
SDG&E may already have been 
covered by previously approved 
rates, or more documentation 
was needed to confirm they had 
not been covered.

Some expenses, such as oper-
ating costs, have an immediate 
impact on how much people pay 
in their bills. But other costs, 
such as long-term investments 
in insulating or burying power 
lines, are stretched out over 
years, meaning they add to bills 
for decades to come.

Over time, these capital costs 
are growing due to factors like 
depreciation and the returns utili-
ties are allowed to generate. This 
creates a compounding effect, 
meaning wildfire-related capital 
costs will take up an increasing 
share of what California custom-
ers are charged in the future.

Feeling the pinch in Oakland, 
the fear near Malibu

The burden of the rising bills 
is hitting many Californians 
hard. Roshonda Wilson, of 
Oakland, couldn’t afford to pay 
her power bill even though she 
said she watches television only 
after sunset, refrains from run-
ning unnecessary appliances and 
is hyper-aware of every ener-
gy-consuming action in her 
household. At one point PG&E 
turned her power off this year. “I 
couldn’t catch up,” she said. 

On the other hand, Moss — 
who has weathered not just the 
trauma of losing her home near 
Malibu but also the difficult pro-
cess of rebuilding — says the 
expensive wildfire prevention 
work is critical to prevent more 
tragedies.

“Even though (burying power 
lines) is costly and time-con-
suming, the cost and time of not 
doing it is starting to seem more 
devastating to a broader swath of 
people,” Moss said.

Nevertheless, the rate hikes 
have alarmed climate activists 
who fear rising power bills in 
California may trigger a back-
lash against the state’s effort to 
switch to renewable energy, and 
influence other states, too.

“The state, we fear, will start 
to lose the political will to 
keep pushing on,” said Mohit 
Chhabra, a senior scientist with 
the Natural Resources Defense 
Council. “The problem with that 
is not that California will be a 
few years late — we can han-
dle that. But the impact on all the 
other states who are looking at 
California.”

Natasha Uzcátegui-Liggett 
and Miguel Gutierrez Jr. contrib-
uted to this report.

Ale jandro  Lazo  wr i tes 
about the impacts of cli-
mate change and air pollution 
and California’s policies to 
tackle them. Alejandro joined 
CalMatters’ environment team in 
2023.� 

Contractors with PG&E work in a trench to lay underground electric cables in Placer County on Oct. 17. Burying 
lines and other wildfire prevention projects have raised the price of electricity in California. Photo by Miguel Gutierrez Jr., 
CalMatters
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$88*

FULL NAME

STREET

PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

CITY ZIP

Office address: 
825 9th Street, Suite A, Marysville, CA 95901
The Territorial Dispatch is published weekly on Friday.
*Subscription rate valid only within Sutter, Butte and Yuba Counties.

HAS NEVER BEEN SO IMPORTANT!
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Sutter Girls Basketball Team Competes at RedHawk Classic

By MPG Staff 

SUTTER, CA (MPG) - Sutter High 
School’s girls basketball team 
competed in the Jim Ernst 
RedHawk Classic which ran 
from Dec. 5 though Dec. 7 in 
Colusa.

The Huskies lost to Pierce 

27-31 in the opening round, 
edged Durham 50-46 on the sec-
ond day and beat Willows 59-25 
to win the consolation.

Sut ter  High’s  Torrence 
Harter was named to the All-
Tournament team after averaging 
12.3 points and 15 rebounds over 
the three games.� 

Sutter's Mia Baustia drives past a Pierce defender in the Huskies' first game 
at Colusa's Jim Ernst RedHawk Classic. Photo by Jennifer Corriea

Torrence Harter brings the ball up court in the Huskies game 
against Pierce at the Jim Ernst RedHawk Classic in Colusa. Photo 
by Jennifer Corriea

Sutter's Emma Deal defends against Pierce's 
Charlie Wayman in a game at the Jim Ernst 
RedHawk Classic on Dec. 5. Photo by Jennifer Corriea

Madelynn Hans looks to initiate the offense 
in the Huskies' game against Pierce on Dec. 5. 
Photo by Jennifer Corriea

Lions Fall in Lois Langford Tournament
By Dillon Longmire

LIVE OAK, CA (MPG) - The Live Oak 
Lady Lions hosted the annual Lois 
Langford Tournament that started 
on Thursday, Dec. 5 and concluded 
on Saturday, Dec. 7. 

The annual Lois Langford tour-
nament consisted of the Live Oak 
Lions, Lindhurst Blazers, Yuba 
City Honkers, Venture Academy 

Mustangs, Faith Christian Lions, 
Marysville Indians, and the River 
Valley Falcons. Every year, the 
tournament is filled with fast paced 
and fun basketball and this year 
was a repeat of the same.

The Lions started play against 
the Lindhurst Blazers and were 
able to keep it close through-
out the first three quarters. As the 
buzzer sounded for the start of the 

fourth quarter, there was a sudden 
shift, and the Blazers exploded on 
offense scoring 19 points to the 
Lions’ eight making the final score 
41-30 Blazers. 

On the second day of the tourna-
ment, the Lions faced the Venture 
Academy Mustangs and were over-
powered right from the opening tip. 
As the Lions were not able to gen-
erate much offense or get stops on 

defense, the Mustangs did quite the 
opposite and dominated on both 
sides of the ball. The Mustangs 
would end up winning 48-29.

On the last day of tournament 
play, the Lions would take on the 
Yuba City Honkers and almost 
have a repeat performance from 
the day before. While the offense 
looked a little better, the defense 
still struggled, and the Honkers 

took almost everything they could 
get. The Honkers would win 54-32.

The tournament would be won 
by the Faith Christian Lions as 
they beat the Lindhurst Blazers in 
dominating fashion 67-32.

Live Oak will look to get their 
first win of the season on the 
road against the Williams Yellow 
Jackets on Monday, Dec. 9, after 
press time.� 

Help Wanted - Trucking Newspapers

MESSENGER PUBLISHING GROUP 

is seeking a delivery driver to haul our newspapers every Thursday morning 
from our offices in Carmichael to our locations in Marysville and Gridley. 

Newspapers must be loaded in Carmichael at 8:30 Thursday mornings. Delivery 
then drops to Marysville by 11:30 am and then drops to Gridley by 1:00 pm.

Round trip is approximately 120 miles. Total time for the delivery is 
approximately 6 hours.

This is an independent contractor position. You must have a very reliable cargo 
van to be able to handle the volume of newspapers being delivered. You must 
have current DMV, drivers license, proper insurance and must be a resident of 
the State of California.

The delivery includes loading and unloading the product. You must be able to 
lift and move the newspapers without any assistance.

To apply contact us via email at Publisher@MPG8.com. You can also call us 
during regular business hours at 916-773-1111.
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