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River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A long-standing disagree-
ment over automating 
remote gates for emer-
gency evacuations was 
brought to the Rancho 
Murieta Association Board 
on Dec. 10. 

The issue surfaced 
during the public com-
ments portion of the 
meeting, which allows 
members to address the 
board directly on topics not 
listed on the agenda. As a 
general practice, the RMA 
Board does not respond to 
public comments, except in 
limited circumstances.

Greg Pryor, president 
of the Rancho Murieta 
Regional Fire Council, 
began the public comment 
by reading a two-page let-
ter outlining the case for 
automating the Escuela 
Gate to enable its use 
during emergency evac-
uations. Two additional 
members of the Fire Safe 
Council, along with three 
other residents, strongly 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  g a t e 
automation.

The Fire Safe Council 
has long advocated the 
automation of the Escuela 
Gate on the north side and 
the Bent Grass Court gates 
on the south, allowing 
them to be opened along-
side the two main gates 
during an emergency evac-
uation. Under the council’s 
proposal, the incident com-
mander or their designee 
would use a cell phone to 
unlock the gates with a 
code stored at the inter-
agency fire dispatch center. 

The remote gates are 
currently secured with 
Knox Locks, which police 
and fire personnel can open 
using a key.

As expressed at recent 
meetings by RMA General 
Manager Rod Hart and 
Director Patrick O’Hern, 
the RMA position is that 
the gates should only 
be opened once a fire 
responder is on the scene 
to direct traffic. Both have 
emphasized that the health 
and safety of the commu-
nity are their top priorities. 
They have warned that 
o p e n i n g  t h e  e m e r -
gency gates before a first 
responder’s arrival could 
lead to chaos, mainly if a 
resident crashes while exit-
ing onto the roadway.

The Fire Safe Council 
has long advocated for 
automat ing both  the 
Escuela Gate and the 
Bent Grass Court gates. 
However, the letter Greg 
Pryor read to the RMA 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

WILTON, CA (MPG) - The 16th annual 
Wilton Winter Festival took place 
on Dec. 7, featuring the largest 
parade in the event’s history and fes-
tive holiday activities at the Wilton 
Community Center. The celebration 
attracted several hundred attendees.

The Sacramento County Area 4 B 
Council (Parks & Rec) sponsored the 
event. The lead organizer was Patsy 

Nemetz, who chairs the council. 
“Our event was great,” she said. 

“We enjoyed fantastic weather, a 
record-setting parade, festive holiday 
music courtesy of Drew Gray Media, 
and various vendors. 

“This year, we introduced a new 
Santa’s Workshop area featuring 
free crafts and cookie decorating for 
kids. Guests also enjoyed the usual 
meals prepared by Maryann Evans 
and Dillard School volunteers, a visit 
with Santa, and free cookies and 

cocoa.” 
The parade is always the central 

attraction at the festival. The route 
begins at the Wilton Fire Department 
station at Wilton Road, travels north 
on Dillard Road past the viewing 
stand in front of the Wilton Bible 
Church, and ends at the community 
center off Colony Road.

Parade organizer Lynn Holliday 
said the parade drew 27 entries, the 
most since the festival began. “We 
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Cub Scouts pause during the Wilton Winter Festival parade, which began at the firehouse and concluded at the Wilton 
Community Center. Photo by Gail Bullen
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our clients in 

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 44 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

also kept the roads closed 
longer than we ever had,” 
she said.

Holliday was particularly 
pleased with the participa-
tion of a horse group and a 
1940 John Deere tractor. “I 
always joke that we must 
have horses and a tractor 
because, you know, this is 
Wilton.”

The parade also featured 
three classic Studebakers 
and a 94-year-old patrol 
car from the California 
Highway Patrol Museum.

O t h e r  h i g h l i g h t s 
included a flatbed trailer 
f rom Wil ton Animal 
Rescue showcasing some 
of their rehabilitated dogs, 
a rumble-ready Grinch 
cruising in a golf cart, 
Rangeview 4-H club 
members holding chick-
ens and goats, Cub Scout 
Pack 16 carrying a ban-
ner and a giant candy cane, 
two floats honoring veter-
ans, and the Living Water 
Church float, where the 
“Little Drummer Boy” 
played professional-grade 
drums with enthusiasm.

This  year ’s  Grand 
Marsha l  was  Corky 
Donnelly, who managed 
Shelton Feed & Supply 
for 40 years. According 
to Nemetz, the council 
chose Donnelly for the 
honor because of his last-
ing impact on the Wilton 
community. “His steadfast 
commitment to helping 
others has made a real dif-
ference in our community 
for generations,” she said.

Another standout par-
ticipant was Sacramento 
County Supervisor Pat 
Hume, who delighted the 
crowd by tossing candy 
from a vintage Mustang.

The highlight for kids 
was a jolly Santa Claus, 
who arrived at the end of 
the parade riding inside 
a fire truck. After being 
dropped off at the commu-
nity center, Santa took his 
place on the outdoor stage, 
where youngsters lined up 
to share their Christmas 
wishes as festive holiday 
music filled the air.

Volunteer Codi Craig 
organized the craft fair, 
which featured 30 vendors 
displaying their goods on 
the driveway behind the 
community center. Most of 
the items were handcrafted, 
including sewn and knitted 
textiles, Christmas orna-
ments, soaps, freeze-dried 
candies, and jewelry. The 
Wilton History Group also 
participated, selling cal-
endars and T-shirts at its 
booth.

“The vendors were 
happy with the turnout,” 
Craig said. “Regardless 
of how much money they 
made, they came out to be 
part of the community.”

Inside the commu-
nity center, attendees 
enjoyed breakfast and 
lunch prepared by Dillard 

E l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r 
Maryanne Evans and a 
team of school volunteers. 
Evans also organized a 10 
a.m. concert featuring the 
school choir performing 
a selection of Christmas 
tunes.

Nemetz said the Santa’s 
Workshop was new this 
year. “Volunteer Stephanie 
Bruce took the idea and, 
with her usual bound-
less energy, created the 
fun and inviting atmo-
sphere and procured the 

craft materials,” she said. 
“Kids were able to deco-
rate a paper Christmas tree 
with sticker ornaments, 
make mini snow globes, 
make Christmas orna-
ments using pipe cleaners 
and beads, and decorate a 
sugar cookie with icing and 
sprinkles.”

Children at the event 
were given a “Passport” 
that encouraged them to 
collect stamps by partici-
pating in crafts, watching 
the parade, and visiting 
Santa. Upon turning in 
their completed passports, 
kids were rewarded with 
a candy cane and a small 
project kit donated by 
Home Depot.

“The Santa’s Workshop 
feature was such a hit that 
we ran out of some of the 
crafts — a testament to its 
popularity and something 

to improve upon next 
year,” Nemetz said. 

View more photos at 
TheRiverValleyTimes.com.
� H

Parade, Craft Fair, Santa Make Wilton Festive

Santa waves to the crowd from the Wilton Fire District truck, 
marking the final entry in the parade.Riders from Black Diamond Equestrians captivate the crowd. Photos by Gail Bullen

Parade Marshal Corky Donnelly acknowledges greetings from many well-wishers.

Ava Behmer and Adaline Moore are thrilled with horse-
themed ornaments as they explore the vendor booths with 
their families.

Volunteers Julia Funakosho, left, and Sophia Richardson hand 
Keira Kachadorias a free Home Depot kit after her visit to 
Santa’s Workshop inside the community center.

Charlotte Moore tells Santa her hopes for Christmas. 

Longtime volunteer Nancy Fox visits with Eileen and Eli Hiatt 
as they pick up homemade cookies. 

A Wilton Animal Rescue volunteer shows off one of four 
rescue dogs participating in the parade.

Continued from page 1



DECEMBER 20, 2024	 River Valley Times • 3

Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
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Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com
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SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
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SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00
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El Dorado Hills 
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RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks
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HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District 
Directors honored two employees for their 
dedication and loyalty during a special 
board meeting on Dec. 6.

General Manager Mimi Morris pre-
sented certificates of appreciation to Gate 
Officer Karen Hessler, who has served 
the district for 20 years, and Chief Plant 
Operator Travis Bohannon, who has been 
with the district for 15 years.

As she presented Hessler’s certificate, 
Morris noted her significant impact on 
both the community and the organization.

Board President Stephen Booth congrat-
ulated Hessler on behalf of the board and 
jokingly remarked, “I want to know how 
the district violated child labor laws by 

employing you 20 years ago.”
Director Linda Butler also expressed 

her gratitude. “Never anything but a smile. 
Always courteous. It’s just a pleasure,” 
she said.

“She knows more people than anybody 
in Rancho Murieta,” added Director John 
Merchant.

After Bohannon stepped forward to 
accept his certificate from Morris, Board 
President Stephen Booth commended him 
for his exceptional service to the district. 
Booth acknowledged Bohannon’s recent 
role as interim operations manager, bridg-
ing the gap between Michael Fritschi's 
resignation and Eric Houston's hiring.

“You did very well for the district,” 
Booth told Bohannon.

Director John Merchant also expressed 
his gratitude. “I really appreciate all of the 
help and information you’ve gotten me 
when I asked for it,” he said. � H

Two CSD Employees  
Receive Longevity Awards

Gate Officer Karen Hessler, left, and Chief Plant Operator Travis Bohannon are honored with 
certificates of appreciation, presented by General Manager Mimi Morris during the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District Board meeting on Dec. 6. Photo by Gail Bullen

Chili Cookoff Benefits Burn Institute

Thanks to the overwhelming success of the Wilton Firefighters Association Chili Cookoff on Oct. 
12, the association was able to donate $10,000 to the Firefighters Burn Institute during a brief 
ceremony on Dec. 14 at the main fire station. In the right photo, Joe Pick, executive director 
of the Firefighters Burn Institute, is joined by Codi Craig from the Wilton Parks & Recreation 
Council, Bill Kirkland of the Wilton Firefighters Association, and Randy Upham, president of 
the Wilton Community Center non-profit, as they display a giant check. In the photo above, 
members of the firefighters association proudly pose with Pick. The Firefighters Burn Institute, 
in partnership with UC Davis Medical Center, supports the Firefighters Burn Institute Regional 
Burn Center, which provides comprehensive care for burn patients. Courtesy photos

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group



4 • River Valley Times	 DECEMBER 20, 2024

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank
Thank

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today

clean power

promise

© SMUD 0883-8/24 ®SMUD and CLEAN POWERCITY are trademarks/service marks of Sacramento Municipal Utility District, Reg. U.S. Pat. & Tm. Off. 

The Clean PowerCity® movement is happening. Hundreds of thousands have 
taken action to join the charge, drive electric, make clean power choices at 
home and work and save money with SMUD rebates. Together, we’re creating 
Clean PowerCities, while we keep our promise to deliver world-class safety, 
reliability and some of the lowest electricity rates in California. For 99 ways to 
join the charge, visit CleanPowerCity.org today.

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A presentation on the 
planned relocation of all 
water and sewer lines in 
the mobile home park 
drew a crowd of over 60 
residents when Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District General 
Manager Mimi Morris 
and Operations Director 
Eric Houston met Dec. 9 
with the Murieta Village 
Association Board.

Morris opened the meet-
ing with an apology for 
the delay in addressing 
the issue, explaining that 
a water line retrofit had 
been included as a capi-
tal improvement project in 
2021. 

“Over $850,000 was 
allocated for the project, 
and somehow, it never hap-
pened,” she said.

H o w e v e r ,  M o r r i s 
emphasized that the CSD 
Board had recently voted 
to restart the project, 
approving $100,000 for 
preliminary design work 
during their October meet-
ing. Houston estimated 
the total project cost at $3 
million.

Morris explained that the 
current water and sewer 
system is problematic 
because the original pipes 
were installed beneath 
homes when the Village 
was built 50 years ago. 
Modern standards require 
pipes to be placed in the 
streets, where access and 
maintenance are much 
easier. 

“Your current config-
uration is a ticking time 

bomb,” she said.
The planned relocation 

project addresses these 
deficiencies, ensuring 
that the district assumes 
responsibility for water 
lines up to the meter and 
sewer lines up to the clean- 
out. At the same time, 
homeowners  wi l l  be 
responsible for mainte-
nance beyond those points.

The new water meters 
will be installed at the end 
of each driveway, while 
the new sewer cleanouts 
will be on the opposite 
side. Homeowners will 
be responsible for cover-
ing the cost of constructing 
new lines that connect their 
homes to the district's con-
nection points.

The financial impact of 
the project on homeowners 
was a major point of dis-
cussion, with an estimated 
cost of approximately 

$5,000 per lot — a consid-
erable expense for many 
senior residents. Morris 
acknowledged the burden 
and explained that the dis-
trict aims to contract with 
a single vendor to manage 
all connections, enabling 
homeowners to spread 
payments over three to five 
years. If a property is sold, 
any remaining financial 
obligation would transfer 
to the new owner.

Eric Houston outlined 
the timeline and techni-
cal aspects of the project, 
emphasizing that it will 
impact 189 lots and is 
expected to take three to 
five years to complete, as 
the work will be done in 
phases. 

He explained that the 
project will require sig-
nificant road excavation 
and resurfacing, with pav-
ing restricted to the months 

between April and October 
due to weather limitations. 
The preliminary design and 
mapping phase, which will 
determine the locations 
of existing meters, clean- 
outs and connections, is 
expected to take at least 
six months. Consequently, 
construction is not antici-
pated to begin for at least 
a year.

Residents voiced several 
concerns during the meet-
ing, including whether 
driveway damage could be 
avoided. 

Houston explained that 
while the district would 
make every effort to min-
imize disruptions, some 
driveways might need to 
be excavated depending on 
the lot configuration. 

As for the existing water 
and sewer lines, Houston 
noted that many of the old 
lines would likely remain 

in place. 
“Anything that’s cur-

rently in the ground will 
be grouted so it won’t col-
lapse,” he said. 

Residents raised con-
cerns about the Village’s 
high-water pressure and 
asked whether the project 
could include pressure-re-
ducing valves. Houston 
explained that pressure-re-
ducing valves are typically 
the homeowner’s respon-
sibility but pledged to 
evaluate whether the dis-
trict could incorporate 
them into the project.

B o t h  M o r r i s  a n d 
Houston emphasized the 
district’s commitment to 
minimizing costs and dis-
ruptions for residents. 

Morris reiterated that 
the board would continue 
exploring options to reduce 
the financial burden on 
homeowners, stating, “Our 

goal is to keep the financial 
impact as low as possible 
because this is a significant 
burden.”

They also assured res-
idents that they would 
provide regular updates 
and anticipated meeting 
with the Murieta Village 
Association Board several 
more times as the project 
progresses.

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e , 
Houston encouraged resi-
dents to report any leaks or 
unlocated issues to the dis-
trict immediately. 

“We will come out,” 
he said. “You will no lon-
ger need to find your own 
vendor unless the issue is 
entirely on your side and 
your responsibility. If it’s 
on the district side, we’ll 
handle the work so you 
don’t have to incur that 
cost or wait for reimburse-
ment.” � H

CSD Outlines Water and Sewer Line Relocations in Village

Rancho Murieta Community Services District Operations Director Eric Houston and General Manager Mimi Morris meet with the Murieta Village Association 
Board and more than 60 residents on Dec. 9. Photo by Gail Bullen
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Board on Dec. 10 focused exclusively 
on the Escuela Gate. When asked by the 
River Valley Times why the Bent Grass 
gates were not included, Pryor explained 
that the Fire Safe Council intends to 
seek assistance from the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District (CSD) for 
automating those gates, as they are located 
on CSD property. 

Pryor letter
In his letter, Pryor highlighted the com-

munity’s vulnerability during catastrophic 
events, such as large-scale fires or floods. 
He noted that traffic experts estimate 
it would take 1.5 to 2 hours to evacu-
ate through the main gates under normal 
conditions.

“Fire experts concur that under average 
red flag wind conditions, a wildfire, once 
it entered the community, could spread 
through the community in between half an 
hour and an hour,” his letter said.

In a crisis, a first responder could be 
delayed in reaching Escuela Gate with a 
physical key because of other pressing 
demands or personnel shortages. “The cur-
rent situation of having only one open gate 
per community imposes an unnecessary 
and dangerous threat to all residents,” his 
letter said. “An inability to timely evacu-
ate could result in serious injury or death 
to residents or others.”

Automating the Escuela Gate would 
help minimize or eliminate evacua-
tion delays caused by waiting for a fire 
responder to arrive, though respond-
ers would reach the scene as quickly as 
possible. Pryor’s letter cautioned that 
neglecting to address evacuation prepared-
ness could jeopardize the community’s 
FireWise designation.

He also noted that the gate automation 
proposal has been reviewed and sup-
ported by several agencies, including the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District, the 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office, the 
Sacramento County Office of Emergency 
Services, the County Department of 
Transportation, Caltrans, and county 
counsel.

“Not a single agency voiced opposition 

or identified barriers to gate automation 
for use during the event of an emergency,” 
his letter said. “It is baffling that the 
only known opposition to automating 
the Escuela gate comes from the RMA 
Board.”

Pryor’s letter concluded by emphasiz-
ing the RMA Board’s responsibility to act 
in the best interests of the homeowners, 
urging them to take immediate action to 
automate the gates.

Other comments
Resident Patrick Salo urged the board 

to recall the traffic backups at the gates 
during past July 4 holidays. He expressed 
concern that failing to automate the 
Escuela Gate in an emergency could leave 
residents trapped. “It’s going to be on your 
hands if there are casualties and people 
die,” he said.

John Long, a retired traffic engineer 
with 45 years of experience, responded to 
an RMA claim that opening the Escuela 
Gate before the arrival of a first responder 
would create chaos. Long acknowledged 
the concern and consulted with engineers 
from Caltrans and the Sacramento County 
Department of Transportation. “We 
agreed that placing a stop sign outside the 
gate would be the same as Lone Pine or 
Stonehouse, which have stop signs,” he 
explained. “If you have an emergency, 
there’s not going to be a first responder 
there directing traffic.”

Long foresees chaos resulting from 
backups on Murieta Parkway, which 
could stretch up to a mile and a half if the 
main gate remains the sole exit during an 
evacuation.

The most poignant comment came 
from Rancho Murieta resident Sharon 
McGowan, who lived in Paradise during 
the Camp Fire. The blaze forced her to 
evacuate, leaving her home in ruins. “Do 
any of you want to be responsible for peo-
ple burning up in their cars because they 
can’t get out,” she asked the board. “So, 
please reconsider your decision.”

Resident Marjie Salo told the board 
that she, too, was concerned about hav-
ing only one way out on each side of the 
community.

The final speaker was Rob Schultz, an 
IT specialist who wrote the grant appli-
cation for the $4.3 million Cal Fire Grant 
for wildfire fuel reduction that is currently 
underway. Schultz began by thanking the 
RMA Council for their service, saying it 
was a thankless job. 

Schultz urged the board to vote on the 
gate automation issue, pointing out that 
previous RMA directors had approved 
funding for the gates, but something 
changed afterward. He highlighted a crit-
ical problem with keeping a gate locked 
until a first responder arrives: while 
Station 59 firefighters are familiar with the 
gate, they will likely be occupied fighting 
the fire. Meanwhile, firefighters coming 

from outside the area “may or may not 
know there is a gate around the corner 
behind the bushes with a bunch of people 
behind it.”

Schultz pointed out that there is prec-
edent for automating gates. While the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District 
does not have fire codes specifically 
addressing emergency evacuations, other 
jurisdictions do.

He referenced an ordinance from the 
Santa Barbara County Fire Department 
that outlines requirements for gates in 
gated communities: “They shall be elec-
trically operated, have battery backup, and 
may be of the swing, lift, or sliding type. 
Manual gates are not allowed for road-
ways or gated communities.”

In closing, Schultz reiterated his request 
for the board to vote on the gate auto-
mation issue and proposed surveying the 
membership for their input.

Although the board rarely responds 
during public comments, President Scott 
Adams clarified that the board had never 
voted to automate the gates.

Pryor countered, stating that he had 
attended a meeting where gate automation 
was an agenda item and that the board had 
approved funding. He added that the River 
Valley Times had recorded the meeting 
and urged Adams to review the minutes.

Adams replied that he would check the 
minutes and emphasized that he was offer-
ing a point of clarification. � H

RMA Urged to Automate Escuela Gate for Escape

Greg Pryor, president of the Rancho Murieta 
Regional Fire Safe Council, seeks Rancho 
Murieta Association approval to automate 
Escuela Gate for use in an emergency. He 
spoke at the Dec. 10 board meeting. File 
photos by Gail Bullen

Continued from page 1

Resident Rob Schultz asks for a formal board 
vote on automating the gate and suggests a 
community survey. Schultz wrote the grant 
application that landed Rancho Murieta a 
$4.3 million Cal Fire fuel reduction grant. 

Traffic engineer John Long disputes an RMA 
contention that the gate should remain 
locked until a first responder arrives to direct 
traffic.

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Association Board con-
vened twice within two 
days earlier this month.

The first meeting, held 
on Dec. 10, was the regular 
monthly session. During 
this meeting, the board 
elected new officers, voted 
5-1 to annex three lots, 
approved nearly $250,000 
in equipment purchases, 
and received updates from 
General Manager Rod 
Hart and committee chair-
persons. Additionally, the 
board addressed public 
comments, including state-
ments from six residents 
advocating for the auto-
mation of Escuela Gate to 
facilitate evacuations. For 
more details about the gate, 
see the article on Page 1.

The second meeting, 
held on Dec. 12, was the 
2024 Annual Meeting 
and Election of Officers. 
Originally scheduled for 
November, it was post-
poned a month due to 
insufficient ballots returned 
to  meet  the quorum 
requirement.

Elections
The board unanimously 

elected new officers within 
minutes at the first meet-
ing, although the vote was 
only 6:0 since Director 
Renee Bechthold was 
unable to attend. The 
board elected Directors Pat 
O’Hern, president; Tom 
Reimers, vice president; 
John Van Doren, treasurer; 
and Chris Childs, secretary. 

The board also unan-
imously approved the 
appointment of chairs 
for various committees, 
with most assignments 
remaining unchanged. 
However,  Van Doren 
will replace O’Hern on 
the Architectural Review 
Committee, and O’Hern 
will  replace Director 

Danny Carrillo on the 
Maintenance Committee.

O’Hern addressed the 
board with a prepared 
statement. 

“I just want to thank 
the other directors for the 
trust and support they have 
given me by electing me to 
be the president,” he said.

He also acknowledged 
the contributions of his 
predecessor, Scott Adams, 
over the past two years. 

“His hours of research, 
devotion to excellence, 
and vision coupled with 
his extensive institutional 
knowledge of the commu-
nity,” O’Hern said, “I am 
certain I will call on him 
for his valuable opinions.”

Annexation
Under new business, 

General Manager Rod 
Hart requested approval 
to annex three lots that 
are part of the Residents 
of Murieta Hills East, cur-
rently under construction. 
The lots are located on 
Puerto Drive and are sand-
wiched between existing 
homes. Hart explained the 
annexation would help 
maintain the continuity of 
the neighborhood.

Director Danny Carrillo 
opposed the proposal. He 
said it would primarily 
benefit the developer and 
suggested that the asso-
ciation should get some 
“exactions” as a result.

Developer Bob Keil and 
audience member Tom 
Shewchuk were quick to 
dispute Carrillo’s asser-
tions. Shewchuk argued 
that Keil was actually 
losing money with the 
annexation, as the three 
lots would no longer be 
part of his association.

Regarding the prospec-
tive buyers of the three 
lots, including himself, 
Shewchuk stated, “We 
want to be in RMA. We 
want to be like the other 
neighbors.”

The board ultimately 
voted 5-1 to approve the 
annexation, with Carrillo 
dissenting.

Equipment 
purchases

In other action, the board 
approved nearly a quarter 
million dollars in equip-
ment expenditures, which 
were almost completely 
covered by reserves.

The largest expense was 
$130,000 for a new street 
sweeper. Carrillo ques-
tioned whether leasing 
or contracting the service 
would be more cost-ef-
fective. After assurances 
that purchasing was the 
most economical option, 
the board voted unani-
mously, 6-0, to approve the 
purchase.

The board also approved 
$83,547 for two zero-
turn mowers, exceeding 

the reserve allocation by 
approximately $4,000.

F i n a n c e  M a n a g e r 
Colleen Hagyard received 
unan imous  app rova l 
to spend $8,141 from 
reserves to upgrade the 
association’s NEC phone 
system, extending its lifes-
pan until 2030. She noted 
that replacing the system 
now would cost $40,000.

Other business
General Manager Rod 

Hart reported that he was 
monitoring the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District’s (CSD) 
plan to increase barcode 
fees. The CSD Board had 
initially approved raising 
the fee for a new car bar-
code from $10 to $25 and 
introducing a $10 annual 
renewal fee. Additionally, 
the CSD aims to estab-
lish a system for issuing 
barcodes to contractors 
and vendors, but this will 
require a mutual agreement 
with the RMA.

T h e r e  w a s  a l s o 
c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  t h e 
Communications Com- 
mi t tee  should  begin 
i n f o r m i n g  r e s i -
dents about Greenfield 
Communications’ plan to 
discontinue the ranchomu-
rieta.org email service in 
March.

Hart also provided a 
report on behalf of the 
Recreation Committee, 

cha i red  by  Direc tor 
Bechthold. He praised the 
committee and Bechthold 
for organizing another suc-
cessful Christmas Tree 
Lighting event on Nov. 29.

Har t  a lso  out l ined 
changes to this year’s 
annual holiday lighting 
contest. Due to the board 
moving its December 
meeting up by a week, 
prizes couldn’t be awarded 
at the meeting because 
judging was still underway.

Once judging is com-
plete, Hart said, lawn signs 
will be delivered to the 50 
winners, and the $50 gift 
certificates will be mailed. 
He noted that the staff 
encountered difficulties 
obtaining Visa gift cards 
this year “because they 
think we are money laun-
dering,” so they opted to 
purchase Bel Air gift cards 
instead.

Shewchuk also spoke 
during public comments. 
He said he would like to 
see the formation of an 
inter-agency water com-
mittee involving CSD, 
RMA, and the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club.

Annual Meeting
At the delayed annual 

meeting on Dec. 12, 
Director of Inspections 
Jim Moore announced 
that a quorum of 20% — 
or 465 votes — had been 
reached. He also confirmed 

that incumbents Thomas 
Reimers and John Van 
Doren were re-elected to 
second terms.

The original November 
annual meeting could not 
proceed because it required 
a quorum of 931 members 
returning their ballots, but 
only 717 were submitted. 
However, a recent state 
law allowed the board to 
reschedule the meeting 
within 20 days, requiring 
only a 20% quorum for the 
second attempt.

As is tradition at the 
annual meetings, Hart 
used his  woodwork-
ing skills on beautifully 
crafted awards to recog-
nize board members at the 
end of their terms. O’Hern 
presented those awards to 
Reimers and Van Doren. 
Additionally, he presented 
Adams with a different 
award for his two-year ten-
ure as board president.

O’Hern also intro-
duced a new tradition by 
presenting Adams with 
a commemorative brick 
acknowledging his service. 
The brick will be installed 
at the Legacy Brick Patio 
in front of the pickleball 
court at Stonehouse Park. 
Hart said he plans to com-
pile a list of past honorees 
to ensure they also receive 
commemorative bricks.

The board next meets at 
6:30 p.m. Jan. 21. � H

RMA Board OKs Annexation, Big Purchases

Inspector of Elections Jim Moore administers the oath of office to Directors Tom Reimers and 
John Van Doren at the Rancho Murieta Association’s Annual meeting on Dec. 12. Both ran 
unopposed for a second term. Photos by Gail Bullen

Newly-elected Board President Patrick O’Hern presents an 
award to Director Scott Adams in recognition to his service as 
the board president in 2023 and 2024. Tom Reimers and John 
Van Doren also received awards recognizing their prior three 
years of service.
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Advertise in 
your local community 

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Visit: 
mpg8.com

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
 Gr
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e B

lvd
 - F

lor
in 

Rd

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Announcements

Autos Wanted

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today! 
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Solving Plumbing Problems, 
One Leak at a Time 

Residential & Commercial 
Platero Parada Plumbing 

 Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:  
650-431-8893  Lic. 1112115

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Elder Care

Plumbing

Advertise  
in your local  

community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Painting

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer.  
(Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-833-958-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

Concrete

PRESSURE 
WASHING

Landscaping

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

GoGo. Live and age your way. 
Get help with rides, groceries, 
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per 
day. Available 24/7 nationwide. 
BBB Rated A+ Business. Call 
GoGo to get started. 1-855-
476-0033 (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN 

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605.  (Cal-Scan)

Programmer/Analyst, 
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.  
Determine client-side data 
capture, presentation and 
manipulation needs within, 
and build system components 
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply 
to:  HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th 
Street, Bakersfield, CA  93301. 
Ref. job code ME008.

Help Wanted

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
Kings tickets 

Best Seats in G1 for the $ 
Section 218 Row B 7 & 8 
Private box area 1st row 

balcony halfcourt; 16 folding 
chairs in one row. No one in 
front or behind. Buy direct 

save $ 916-595-5379

Circle K Ranch Broadcast 
is on the air! Listen to our ra-
dio broadcast on KCBC 770 
AM every Sunday at 1:30 pm. 
Where we share the good 
news of the gospel from a 
ranchers perspective. Tune in 
and be happy! Al Kuhn

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Kevin Young
CONCRETE &

Pumping
Since 1994

Custom Concrete
•All Finishes •Patios

•Walkways•Driveways
•Slabs• RV Pads, etc.

Free Estimates.
Lic# 699627

(916)826-6926

Dalla Dental Group seeks Sr. 
Manager, Strategy & Operations 
Analyst for Elk Grove location. 
Must have MS in Mgmt., Busi-
ness Admin. or rel. or foreign 

equiv. & min. 3 yrs. in Ops Mgmt. 
roles or rel. w/ skills pertaining to 
materials requirement, materials 
planning, controlling inventory & 
managing costs analysis. Sal: 

$146k-$149k/yr.  Send res: info@
oradentistry.com

Help Wanted

Painting

Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office News 
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- Two weekends ago, 
S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s Office Central 
Division Patrol Deputies 
responded to a residence in 
the south area of the county 
on Borden Road in south-
ern Sacramento County, 
regarding a large group of 
vehicles. 

Upon their  arrival , 
approximately 40 to 50 
individuals fled the area 
on foot and by vehicle. 
Multiple vehicles crashed 
th rough  ne ighbor ing 
fences, and several were 
left abandoned at the scene. 

Suspecting the indi-
viduals fled because of a 
large-scale bird fighting 
event discovered on the 
property, Central Division 
deputies and detectives 
from the Sheriff’s Special 

Investigations Bureau 
(SIB) authored a search 
warrant, where they recov-
ered seven birds that 
had been tortured. More 
than 200 total birds were 
located on the property, 
with clear indications of 
their being raised as fight-
ing birds. Detectives also 
located numerous antibi-
otics and drugs used in 
growing and treating fight-
ing birds, along with vials 
of painkillers. Sacramento 
County Animal Control 
assisted in taking multiple 
birds for protection, along 
with the injured birds that 
will be humanely eutha-
nized due to their extreme 
injuries. 

T h e  S p e c i a l 
Investigations Bureau will 
work with Animal Control 
and the Sacramento County 
District Attorney’s Office 
during this investigation. 
The California Department 
of Food and Agriculture 

has been contacted for fur-
ther testing of the birds. 
Bird fighting rings have 
been related to the spread 
of the highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (HPAI), 
which has impacted farm-
ers throughout California. 

The investigation will 

be ongoing, and numerous 
arrests are anticipated. If 
anyone suspects any mis-
treatment, abandonment 
or any event that leads to 
the torture of animals, the 
Sheriff’s Office encour-
ages all people to report it 
immediately by contacting 

the Sheriff’s Office at (916) 
874- 5115 or Sacramento 
Valley Crime Stoppers at 
(916) 443-HELP (4357). 
Tips leading to an arrest 
are eligible for a CASH 
reward of up to $1,000, and 
tipsters remain anonymous.

 Tips are  paid in 
cash, and you are never 
asked for  identif ica-
tion. Contact Sacramento 

Valley Crime Stoppers at 
(916) 443-HELP (4357), 
1-800-AA-CRIME, or 
**TIPS. Use the “P3 TIPS” 
app or online at www.
sacvalleycrimestoppers.
com.

 Tip information may 
also be left anonymously 
at www.sacsheriff.com or 
by calling (916) 874-TIPS 
(8477). � H

Large-Scale Bird Fighting Ring 
Investigated in Herald Area

More than 200 birds were found on the property. 

The bird fighting ring was found on Borden Road east of 
Herald. Photos courtesy of Sacramento County Sheriff's Office
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Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
www. rmcsd.com.

Dec. 1
8:46 a.m.: Abandoned 

d i s a b l e d  g o l f  c a r t 
reported, Jackson Road by 
Equestrian center.

Dec. 4
12 a.m.: Follow-up, 

Alameda Drive: Gipson 
Golf Carts was informed 
there was abandoned golf 
cart on Jackson Road; 
patrol was not able to 
locate. Later findings 
reported theft of three golf 
carts occurred at Gipson 
Golf Carts. Theft was 
reported to the Sacramento 
Sheriff ’s  department. 
Cameras in the area are 
being reviewed.

Dec. 5
4:55 a.m.:  Missing 

person reported, Lobo: 

Res ident  ca l led  and 
informed South Gate dis-
patch she woke up to find 
her husband missing and 
that she has contacted 
Sacramento Sheriff ’s 
Department  due to her 
husband having demen-
tia. Patrol followed up 
with reporting party and 
was informed Sacramento 
Sheriff ’s  Department  
located her husband and 
returned home with no 
injuries.

6:22 p.m., Juvenile 
del inquency,  Murieta 
Gardens: Report of juve-
niles causing a disturbance. 
Patrol made contact with 
reporting party, who stated 
they were conducting ille-
gal activities. Patrol made 
contact with juveniles 
and advised them to leave 
immediately.

Dec. 6
8:54 p.m., Stonehouse 

Park: Report of juveniles 
driving golf cart and e-bike 
in grassy area by plant-
ers at Stonehouse Park 
performing donuts. Upon 
patrol’s arrival juveniles 
were gone.

2:13 p.m., Via Bernini: 
Report of vendors in The 
Retreats soliciting on Via 
Bernini. Patrol arrived and 
cleared the area; unable to 
locate.

Dec. 7
5:47 p.m., Brisa Lane: 

Complaint of barking 
dog for two hours. Patrol 
responded; quiet on arrival.

6:10 p.m., Trinidad 
Drive: Resident reported 
that someone threw a 
lemon at back window of 
home. The reporting party 
believes the suspect had 
been walking along the 
golf course; unable to give 
description. Patrol checked 
area, unable to locate 
suspect.

Dec. 9
3:50 a.m., Carreta Lane: 

RMA rule violation; resi-
dent parked overnight on 
street in front of home. 
Citation issued.

3:59 a.m., Lindero Lane: 
RMA rule violation; res-
ident parked on street 
without 24-hour pass for 
vehicle and boat trailer on 
street. Citation issued.� H

SECURITY LOGS
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We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers WantedLocal Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Of� ces of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Of� ce is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

6.75%

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years

 Local Processing & Servicing

 No Closing Cost on Qualifying 
Transactions; Except for Appraisal/
Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current  
and Future Needs

 Home Improvement, Debt  
Consolidation, College Tuition

 Interest May be Tax Deductible  
(Please consult your tax advisor)

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of the loan 
which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the 
weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment 
period is 7.75%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: 
(1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any 
existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary 
residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total 
maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans 
are subject to a current appraisal or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance 
is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 
early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the 
first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure 
Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

Wilton Parks & Rec Seeks 
Board Candidates

Known informally as Wilton Parks & 
Rec, the Sacramento County Service Area 
4B Council is seeking applicants for two 
vacancies on the board and more volunteer 
support.

Any inquiries for volunteer opportuni-
ties or council applications can be directed 
to Veselkaa@saccounty.gov.

Garden Club Offers  
Smokey Bear Contest

The River Valley Garden Club is in 
search of budding artists interested in par-
ticipating in the club’s Smokey Bear and 
Woodsy Owl contest. 

This annual contest is organized for 
children in grades 1 through 5 living in 
Rancho Murieta, Wilton, Sloughhouse and 
surrounding areas. The club will supply 
paper for the poster.

The due date for the local contest is Jan. 
6, 2025. Winning posters from the club 
competition will be submitted to compete 
at the state level California State Garden 
Clubs, Inc. (CGCI) on Jan. 24, 2025.

First place winners from the state level 
will be awarded $25 cash prize by CGCI 
for each grade. Posters should be submit-
ted no later than Jan. 6, 2025, to the River 
Valley Garden Club. 

Please contact Jayne La Grande at 

916-708-6764 or jmlagran@gmail.com for 
contest rules, poster paper, submission or 
more information.

Sweats for Vets Sought
 Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta is 

once again asking for monetary donations 
to its Sweats for Vets program that will run 
through the end of December. 

This is the 15th year of helping veterans 
who are hospitalized at the Sacramento 
Veterans Administration Medical Center 
in Mather. 

Please make your check out to Kiwanis 
Club of Rancho Murieta Sweats for Vets. 
Cash donations and Walmart gift cards are 
also welcome.

Mail donations to Kiwanis at P. O. Box 
855, Rancho Murieta, or put them in a 
drop box at the RMA building. If you 
have any questions, call Diann Swan at 
916-354-0656. 

Wilton Bingo Jan. 4
The next bingo will be on Saturday Jan. 

4. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food avail-
able for sale and bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
in the Wilton Community Center (9717 
Colony Road, at Dillard Road). 

All proceeds go to two non-profits: the 
local Park Council and the Wilton History 
Group. Questions, call Lorraine Robinson 
at 916-212-8896� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

This is the time of year when writ-
ers like to recount their “Best Christmas 
ever.”

Their stories often include a video of 
a slobbering puppy leaping from a rib-
bon-covered box or a marriage proposal, 
or my favorite, a deployed soldier surpris-
ing her family with an early homecoming.

But if you’ve read my column long 
enough, you’ll know that this columnist 
seeks to fill the holes of the unexpected. 
So, today, I recollect my very worst 
Christmas ever!

I was only 4 years old, but savvy 
enough to ask my parents why our Charlie 
Brown Christmas tree was so bare. I didn’t 
understand why my father, a poor minis-
terial student, had nothing to place under 
the tree.

However, I became cautiously optimis-
tic on Christmas Eve when my dad called 
us one-by-one into his study cubby.

My sister came away with a new doll. 
My brother followed holding a kinetic car, 
the kind you roll backwards to wind up the 
energy.

Score! Seeing that kind of haul, my 
kinetic energy was pushing full throttle.

I approached my dad’s desk and climbed 
into his loving lap.

“I have something very important to tell 
you,” he said.

My little eyes reflected with the antici-
patory joy of Tiny Tim.

“There is no such thing as Santa Claus,” 
he said. “We celebrate the birth of Jesus at 
Christmas, not Santa.”

My eyes blinked with tears. Could it get 
any worse for a preschooler than that?

Yes, actually, it could.
When I asked about my present, my dad 

told me that I’d be sharing the kinetic car 
with my brother.

“Does it get it any sadder?” you ask.

In fact, it did..
I joined my brother on the kitchen 

floor where we took turns sending the car 
careening back and forth like a game of 
catch.

Twenty minutes into the game, my 
5-year-old brother began speculating on 
how the car mechanism worked.

“Let me take it apart,” my brother 
begged with screwdriver in hand. I was 
curious, too, but I would only agree if 
he promised to restore it to working 
condition.

He promised.
Ten minutes later, with wheels, chassis 

and motor spread on the kitchen table, the 
car was humpty-dumptied.

Saddest, worst, most disappointing 
Christmas ever, right?

So, why would I write about 
a Christmas memory worthy of 
Debbie-downer?

As foul as it was, it still points toward 
some spiritual takeaways of Christmas.

First, Christmas needn’t be all about 
materialism, about what we buy or what 
we consume. It might also be about 
sacrifice.

My sacrifice fed my brother’s mechan-
ical mind. He explored the workings of 
the tiny engine, gaining early insights 
into motion, potential energy and kinetic 
energy. He may have failed the car res-
toration business, but he became an 
electronics repairman and later started his 
own electronics business.

Second, my worst Christmas inspired 
me to share what we are given. Christian 
scripture reminds us, “To whom much is 
given, much shall be required.”

I didn’t get much, but in sharing it, I 
perhaps inspired greater generosity. For 
years to come, my brother modified other 
gifts into things much more interesting.

One year he rigged a toy tank to burst 
from a record player box and shoot rub-
ber bands. Another year, he removed the 
capacitor from an old radio to make an 
electric shock device capable of repelling 
the school bullies.

I’ve shared this sad story with my wife 
many times over the years. So, last week I 
told her I’d have my best Christmas ever 
if she’d give me a miniature Schnauzer 
puppy for Christmas.

At first she said no, but after reading this 
column, she assured me that our neighbor 
would likely “share” his new puppy.

So much for the worst Christmas ever. 

Definitely NOT the Best Christmas Ever

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES
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Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333

Lic# 01365643C W Inc.

CALL-A-PRO

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

 916-214-1515
7185 Murieta Drive, Suite 106, Rancho Murieta

(in The Bel Air Shopping Center)
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Here to Serve You Locally
Al Locy Financial Services LLC

Licensed in 1985 | Firm Established in 1999

Now Open for Tax Appointments - Call Today!
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THE 
EQUESTRIAN 

CENTER

7248 MURIETA DR, B-7

Expanding from 
Lodi to 

Rancho Murieta

• Investment Management
• Tax Preparation

• Our Firm has 3 Licensed 
Tax Professionals

• 38 Years Experience

1400 W. Lodi Ave, A-10, Lodi, CA 95242 
www.allocyfi nancialservices.com

alocy@allocyfi nancialservices.com
(209) 334-3999  |  (800) 456-Locy (5629)

7248 Murieta Dr, B-7, 
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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CALL-A-PRO

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

CWD Kitchen and Bath
          Remodel Specialist
• Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodel
• Custom Tile & Stone Work
• Granite Counter Tops • Hardwood Flooring
• Outdoor BBQ and Patios
• Paint • Plumbing • Electrical

LIC# 914319

Bonded/
Insured Cable Davis  916 220-2937 CWD7

www.DavisCustomWorks.com

Design Construction Workmanship

NO
Material
Mark-Up!

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior DiscountsWe Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!
Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551 

 to advertise with us today! to advertise with us today!
River Valley Times River Valley Times •• Messenger Publishing Group Messenger Publishing Group
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Hornet Football Coach Resigns
By Daniel Canfield

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- On Friday, Dec. 6, 
S a c r a m e n t o  S t a t e 
University announced 
that Hornet Football head 
coach Andy Thompson 
had resigned to pursue 
other career opportunities. 
Thompson’s departure after 
two years at the helm of the 
Hornet Football program 
comes at the conclusion of 
a 2024 campaign that saw 
the Hornets finish with a 
3-9 overall record and 1-7 
in Big Sky Conference 
play. Sac State dropped 
the final five games of the 
2024 season including the 
annual causeway classic 
matchup with UC Davis 
which was played on Nov. 
23 at Hornet stadium.

The  o ff i c ia l  news 
release from the univer-
sity includes a gracious 
statement from Athletic 
Director Mark Orr regard-
ing Thompson’s tenure 
with the Hornets. “We 
want to thank Coach 
Thompson and his family 
for all they have done for 
Sacramento State football 
over the last five seasons,” 
Orr said. “Under his watch, 
the program has achieved 
its highest level of success. 
We wish him the best of 
luck in the future.”

In his two years as head 
coach Thompson posted 

an overall record of 11 
wins and 14 losses. In his 
first year as head coach in 
2023, the Hornets enjoyed 
an 8-5 record and made 
it to the second round 
the 2023 FCS Playoffs. 
Unfortunately, that success 
was not seen again in the 
disappointing 2024 season.

Thompson had been on 
the Hornet coaching staff 
since the 2019 season. 

As defensive coordinator, 
Thompson was instrumen-
tal in the Hornet football 
program earning Big Sky 
Conference titles in 2019, 
2021 and 2022. Following 
the conclusion of the 2022 
season, Thompson was 
promoted to the Hornet 
head coach posi t ion 
which had been vacated 
by Troy Taylor who left 
Sacramento State to take 

the head football coach-
ing position at Stanford 
University.

On the heels of the offi-
cial announcement from 
Sacramento State Athletics 
regarding Thompson’s 
departure on Dec. 6, 
Stanford University offi-
cially announced that 
coach Thompson would 
be joining the Stanford 
Football coaching staff 

as Stanford Football’s 
assistant head coach and 
co-defensive coordina-
tor. Reuniting Thompson 
with his former boss and 
former Hornet head coach 
Troy Taylor.

The Hornet Football 
program owes a debt 
of gratitude to Coach 
Thompson as his involve-
ment with the program led 
to success and accolades 

not previously enjoyed by 
the Hornets. Best wishes 
to Coach Thomspon in his 
new position, as long as 
Stanford football’s inter-
ests do not conflict with 
Hornet football’s interests.

Sacramento State offi-
cials  announced that 
a national search will 
begin immediately to find 
the next head coach for 
the Hornets. 

Sac State’s Football program is in search of a new head coach to replace Andy Thompson who resigned on Dec. 6 to join the Stanford University football 
coaching staff. Photo by Sacramento State Athletics

Jesuit High’s Cross Country Coach Honored

Jesuit High School’s Cross County Head Coach Walt Lange, photographed here with his 2024 State Championship team, was 
named the Joe Newton Coach of the Year at the Nike Cross Nationals on Saturday, Dec. 7.  Courtesy Photo

Jesuit High School 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Jesuit High School Cross 
Country Head Coach Walt 
Lange received a presti-
gious honor on Saturday, 
Dec. 7, as he was named 
the Joe Newton Coach of 
the Year at the Nike Cross 
Nationals (NXN).

This award, named 
after legendary coach Joe 
Newton of York High 
School, celebrates life-
time achievement in high 
school cross country. 
Newton's teams captured 
at least 24 Illinois State 
Championships, and his 
legacy extends far beyond 
victories, having pro-
foundly shaped the lives of 
countless young athletes.

Coach Lange, with an 
extraordinary 55 years of 
coaching at Jesuit High 

School, including 54 years 
as head coach, now joins 
the ranks of elite coaches 
recognized on a national 
stage. Known for his 
humility, Langeʼs contribu-
tions to high school cross 
country and the countless 
lives he has impacted over 
the decades make this rec-
ognition richly deserved.

“Iʼm overjoyed that 
the boys were there to 
witness this moment,” 
shared Assistant Coach 
David Zielke, reflecting 
on the significance of the 
occasion.

Langeʼs dedication, 
passion, and lifelong com-
mitment to developing 
athletes both on and off the 
course embody the Jesuit 
tradition of excellence and 
service. Congratulations 
to Coach Lange on this 
remarkable and well-de-
served honor! 

UC Davis To Join Mountain West Conference 
UC Davis News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The 
University of California, Davis has 
accepted a formal invitation to join the 
Mountain West Conference beginning 
July 1, 2026.

“We are thrilled to join the Mountain 
West Conference, and we look forward 
to an incredible experience for our stu-
dent-athletes and for our fans,” said UC 
Davis Chancellor Gary S. May. “Our tran-
sition to the highly regarded conference 
will introduce our Aggie community to 
a broader audience, in major metropol-
itan areas and through increased media 
coverage. It also provides us with an 
opportunity to align with universities that 
share similar academic strengths while 
also expanding our competitive presence 
in the Western United States.”

The Aggies will compete in all 
Mountain West Conference-sponsored 
sports, except for football, which will 
continue to participate in the Football 
Championship Subdivision (FCS) in the 
Big Sky Conference. Menʼs and womenʼs 
water polo as well as beach volleyball will 
seek to remain in the Big West through 
affiliate membership but are prepared 
to explore other options, if necessary. 
No changes will occur with membership 

agreements for equestrian, field hockey 
and lacrosse.

“Adding UC Davis further strength-
ens the trajectory of the Mountain West 
as it continues to build its brand that has 
proven to elevate institutions and stu-
dent-athletes,” said MW Commissioner 
Gloria Nevarez.  “Chancellor Gary 
S. May and Director of 
Athletics Rocko 
De luca  have 
shared their 
strategic 
p l a n  a n d 
financial 
vision for 
enhancing 
student-athlete 
development, 
welfare, and 
competitive 
excellence, and I 
believe UC Davis brings 
a wealth of positives in the con-
tinuing growth of the Mountain West.”

The announcement comes on the 
heels of a historic fall sport season for 
the Aggies in which all eight varsity fall 
sports teams qualified for postseason 
competition.

Menʼs soccer secured a Big West 
championship and a trip to the NCAA 

tournament. UC Davis football finished 
the regular season seeded fifth in the 
nation with a bye in the first round of the 
NCAA Division I Football Championship 
followed by a win against Illinois State 
on Dec. 7. They will play South Dakota 
on Saturday, Dec. 14 at noon in the 

quarterfinals.
Womenʼs  soc -
cer and womenʼs 

c r o s s  c o u n -
try ended the 
season in sec-
ond place in 
the Big West 
Conference, 
with menʼs 
water polo, 
menʼs cross 
country 
and wom-
en's indoor 

volleyball fin-
ishing third in the Big West and field 

hockey finishing sixth in the America East.
“We are grateful to the Mountain West 

Conference membership for this incredi-
ble opportunity and for sharing our vision 
of academic and athletics excellence,” 
said UC Davis Director of Athletics 
Rocko DeLuca. “Our campus leadership, 
students, Aggie alumni, fans, the Davis 

community and the broader Sacramento 
region all recognize the unique spirit of 
UC Davis and carry Aggie Pride with 
them each and every day. They have 
invested their time, talent and resources 
in supporting our growth, and the success 
of our fall sports is a clear reflection of 
those efforts. Now is the time to showcase 
Aggie Pride on a national stage, and the 
Mountain Westʼs brand and strategy align 
perfectly with our aspirations.”

Additional costs to support the tran-
sition, including travel, staffing and 
support services, will be primarily offset 
by increased revenues from ticket sales, 
donations, multimedia rights and, for the 
first time, revenue distributions from the 
conference. A ramp-up period of three to 
four years is anticipated before revenues 
fully reach projected levels. The university 
does not plan to use existing institutional 
funds to support the transition.

Starting no later than the 2026-27 aca-
demic year, the Mountain West will feature 
the United States Air Force Academy; 
University of California, Davis; Grand 
Canyon University; University of Hawaii 
at Mānoa; University of Nevada, Reno; 
University of New Mexico; San José State 
University; University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas; University of Texas, El Paso and 
the University of Wyoming. 
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By Derek Minnema

Christmas berries adorn-
ing the American River 
Parkway with their bril-
liant red clusters have 
symbolically been spread-
ing Christmas cheer along 
California’s waterways 
since long before the state 
was settled. 

Spanish missionaries 
arriving in the late 18th 
century were struck by the 
resemblance of the plant 
to European holly, tradi-
tionally used as Christmas 
celebrations throughout 
Europe. The plant’s asso-
ciation with Christian 
symbolism was imme-
diate and profound. The 
bright red berries, appear-
ing at their peak during 
the Christmas season, 
were seen as representing 
Christ’s blood, while the 
sharp-toothed evergreen 
leaves reminded the faith-
ful of the crown of thorns 
placed upon Jesus's head 
during the crucifixion.

This symbolism reso-
nated deeply with early 
Christian settlers, who 
saw divine providence in 
finding such a powerful 
reminder of Christ’s sacri-
fice in their new homeland. 

The berries’ annual 
December  emergence 
aligned perfectly with 
Advent, the Christian sea-
son of preparation for the 
celebration of Christ's 
birth. 

Just as the Star of 
Bethlehem guided the 
Wise Men, these red ber-
ries served as natural 
guides along the paths of 
early Christian travelers in 
California.

To d a y,  a l o n g  t h e 
American River Parkway 
in Fair Oaks, these bibli-
cal berries continue their 
winter display, creat-
ing a timeless connection 
between past and present. 

On a crisp December 
morning, with tempera-
tures hovering around 55 
degrees, mountain bik-
ers and equestrians shared 
the damp trails, their 
paths lined with the fes-
tive shrubs. Recent rains 
had left the soil perfectly 
tacky for bike riding, and 
the air carried that distinc-
tive winter freshness that 
makes every breath feel 
like a blessing.

The integration of nat-
ural space and residential 
areas in Fair Oaks cre-
ates a unique community 
character that reflects the 
peaceful coexistence of 
nature and civilization. 
Unlike many Sacramento 
suburbs that surrendered to 
high-density development, 
Fair Oaks has maintained 
its semi-rural atmosphere, 
with the American River 
Parkway serving as a green 
ribbon that ties the commu-
nity together.

The Christmas ber-
ries mark the changing 
seasons along the park-
way’s winding trails, 
their transformation from 
white spring blossoms to 
red winter fruits mirror-
ing the Christian liturgical 
calendar. 

The berries begin to turn 
red as Advent approaches, 
reaching their peak bril-
liance during the Christmas 
season, when Christians 
worldwide celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. The 
berries’ persistent presence 
through winter mirrors the 
endurance of faith, while 
their sharp leaves remind 
believers of Christ's later 
sacrifice.

As another December 
unfolds, I find myself 
increasingly grateful for 
these simple gifts, open 
spaces that give us room 
to breathe, trails that bring 
neighbors together and 

these beautiful berries 
remind us of Christmas 
past and present. 

Whether watching a 
friend’s horse carefully tra-
verse the path or pausing to 
let a mountain biker pass 
with a wave and a smile, 
I'm reminded that the best 
Christmas presents don’t 
come wrapped in paper. 

They grow wild along 
our trails, they float down 
our river and they live in 
the hearts of the commu-
nity we’ve built together.

Derek Minnema is a Fair 
Oaks resident, who can be 
reached at DerekMinnema.
com. � H

Christmas Berries Grace American River Parkway

Planted on Landis Avenue by early Carmichael colonists, an ancient persimmon tree is framed by winter berries. Photos by Susan 
Maxwell Skinner

Overlooking San Juan Rapids, winter berries brighten a December sunset. 
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - A Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District special board 
meeting on Dec. 6 was 
special in more ways than 
one. In addition to being 
an extra meeting, it also 
marked a significant shift 
in the board’s leadership.

Over the past four years, 
Directors Tim Maybee, 
Randy Jenco and Martin 
Pohll held the majority 
with 3-2 votes. However, 
following the results of the 
November pass-through 
election, the new majority 
now consists of Directors 
Stephen Booth, Linda 
Butler and John Merchant.

P o h l l ,  J e n c o  a n d 
Maybee previously served 
on the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board before 
running for the Community 
Services District Board in 
2018. Pohll lost to Butler 
in that election but was 
appointed to fill a vacancy 
in 2020. After Pohll opted 
not to seek another term 
in the November election, 
Merchant and Booth were 
the only candidates to file 
for the two vacancies.

Over the past four years, 
Butler often found her-
self in the minority on 
key board votes, initially 
alongside Merchant until 
his resignation in fall 
2022, and later with Booth, 
who was appointed to fill 
Merchant's seat. During 
this period, the board tack-
led a wide range of issues, 
with the community’s 
water supply being among 
the most critical.

Butler and Merchant are 
longtime members of Save 
Our Lakes & Open Spaces, 
a community action group 
advocating for respon-
sible development, with 
Merchant serving as its 
vice-president. Merchant 
also led a recent petition 
drive urging the board to 
impose a water morato-
rium on new development. 
Booth, meanwhile, has 
repeatedly voiced seri-
ous concerns during board 
discussions about the com-
munity’s future water 
supply.

A notable example of 
the board’s prior division 
occurred during the August 
meeting, when members 
debated whether to pro-
vide water to 240 lots in 
two subdivisions approved 
by Sacramento County 
about 20 years ago. District 
counsel Patrick Enright 
r e c o m m e n d e d  i s s u -
ing the will-serve letters 
to avoid potential litiga-
tion. However, he clarified 
that the situation with the 
Rancho North subdivi-
sion was entirely different, 
as the county has not yet 
granted it entitlements.

Jenco moved to approve 
the issuance of the will-
serve letters, reasoning 
that opposing them would 
be futile. He argued the 
district would likely face 
a lawsuit the follow-
ing week and ultimately 
be compelled to pro-
vide water,  incurring 

significant litigation costs 
that would burden the dis-
trict and its ratepayers. 
Butler and Booth advo-
cated for either denying or 
postponing Jenco’s motion 
until the completion of the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan, but they were out-
voted 3-2.

Elections, 
Appointments

The special meeting 
began with the election 
of board officers despite 
the absence of Jenco and 
Maybee. With Butler, 
Stephen Booth and John 
Merchant  forming a 
quorum, they voted unan-
imously to elect Booth as 
president and Merchant as 
vice president.

Booth also announced 
the assignment of direc-
tors to established board 
committees. 

“I will personally email 
each of the directors, ask-
ing them to serve in the 
capacities that I’ve out-
lined,” Booth said.

Booth then proposed the 
establishment of a new ad 
hoc committee to serve as 
a liaison between the board 
and staff in six areas. The 
first is the completion of 
the annual audits; the sec-
ond is conducting a peer 
review and completion 
of the Integrated Water 
Master Plan; the third is 
seeking alternate pota-
ble water sources for the 
community; the fourth  is 
preparing CSD to become 
an urban water district; the 
fifth is the already initiated 
security realignment; and 
the sixth, “any implemen-
tation that may be sought 
of Water Code 350.” (The 
code is a legal provision 
that empowers the govern-
ing board of a public water 
agency to declare a water 
shortage emergency.)

Following the unani-
mous approval of the ad 
hoc committee, Booth 
announced that he would 
appoint  h imself  and 
Merchant to serve as its 
members.

Enright inquired about 
setting a term limit for 
the ad hoc committee, as 
such committees are typ-
ically temporary. Booth 
responded that they would 
establish a six-month term 
and then assess whether 
to extend it if any tasks 
remained incomplete.

Audience member Tom 
Shewchuk expanded the 
discussion on ad hoc com-
mittees by suggesting the 
creation of a community 
water ad hoc commit-
tee. His proposal included 
represen ta t ives  f rom 
CSD, the Rancho Murieta 
Association, the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club and 
the broader community, 
with the potential addition 
of business owners and 
developers.

“At the least, we need to 
get more structure between 
RMA, CSD and RMCC 
about the water … With 
the water situation and 
the social media attention 
it’s been getting, I think 
we need to do something 
other than what we have 
been doing for the past X 

years,” Shewchuk said. “I 
think the way to show the 
community we’re doing 
something about it would 
be to form this ad hoc com-
mittee that spans all three 
organizations.”

Board Workshop/
Community 

Outreach
Booth responded to 

Shewchuk by “sharing 
a couple of thoughts.” 
He noted that the previ-
ous practice of regular 
meetings between the gen-
eral manager and board 
president from all three 
enti t ies had recently 
lapsed. Booth said he had 
asked Community Services 
District General Manager 
Mimi Morris to reach out 
to the other organizations 
but doesn’t anticipate the 
meetings resuming until 
after the new year.

Booth also mentioned 
plans to schedule a stra-
tegic planning session for 
the board, describing it as 
“a workshop for us to iden-
tify the priority issues and 
develop some strategy on 

how to tackle those issues.”
Booth told Shewchuk 

that some of the issues 
the board will discuss in 
the workshop will over-
lap with Rancho Murieta 
Association and Rancho 
Murieta Country Club, 
“and we will have to see 
where that takes us.”

Booth noted that he had 
not previously shared his 
final point with the board 
or anyone else. 

“At our strategic plan-
ning meeting, I’d like us 
to talk about the formation 
of some sort of community 
outreach group,” he said.

While uncertain about 
the exact structure, Booth 
expressed interest in invit-
ing community members 
to meet with a few board 
members to “help us with 
that strategy in terms of 
moving forward.”

“I’d like to ask mem-
bers of our community to 
really help share the good 
things that are going on 
here,” Booth added. “We 
still have some bumps in 
the road, and we still have 
some snags. But some 

good things are going on 
here.”

Regarding Shewchuk’s 
request for a water com-
mittee, Booth said the 
timing of the proposal 
“was most appropriate.” 
He explained that the board 
had already embraced the 
concept on several lev-
els and that it would be 
included in discussions 
about creating a vehicle for 
fostering greater commu-
nity engagement.

“Everything you said 
is  great ,”  Shewchuk 
responded, “but it doesn't 
cover what I think is 
needed at the working 
level.”

Merchant told Shewchuk 
he agreed with his points 
but noted that structuring 
such a group would take 
time. Merchant referenced 
to a series of meetings that 
Sacramento County plan-
ners convened in 2016 with 
the Rancho North develop-
ers and other stakeholders, 
down to the ranchers.

Shewchuk said that 
sounded more like what he 
wanted, although he appre-
ciated what Booth had 
said.

“I want some time to 
think that through and talk 
to some folks, particularly 
at the club and the RMA, 
to see where they are,” 
Merchant told him.

When Booth invited fur-
ther public comments, 
Bill Gere approached the 
podium and questioned 
why public planning meet-
ings were not being held.

Merchant clarified that 
county planning was not 
yet involved because 
Rancho Murieta Properties 
still needed to finalize its 
application for the Rancho 
North development. He 

added that once the county 
deems the application com-
plete, it will request a water 
supply assessment from 
the Community Services 
District. This assessment 
will rely on data from the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan to evaluate whether 
the community’s water 
resources are sufficient to 
support the development.

“That’s where we offi-
cially notify the county, 
by law, what the position 
of the CSD is,” Merchant 
said.

He noted that the county 
planning process would 
move forward after receipt 
of the assessment.

Merchant then remi-
nisced about a series of 
communi ty  meet ings 
he and former General 
Manager Ed Kraus orga-
nized in 2005 to explain 
“exactly who we are and 
what we do.” He suggested 
the possibility of creating a 
“CSD Academy” for cur-
rent residents to provide 
similar insights.

“You would find it amaz-
ing if you really gain a 
complete understanding of 
what a district of less than 
3,000 residential connec-
tions actually does, which 
is a lot more sophisticated 
and complicated than some 
of our surrounding neigh-
bors,” he said.

Booth wrapped up the 
meeting by announc-
ing that he would be 
unavailable to collab-
orate with Morris on 
setting the agenda for the 
Dec. 18 board meeting 
and requested Merchant’s 
assistance.

“That will be the new 
approach on a journey,” 
Booth said.�  H 

Hornet Football Coach Resigns
By Daniel Canfield

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- On Friday, Dec. 6, 
S a c r a m e n t o  S t a t e 
University announced 
that Hornet Football head 
coach Andy Thompson 
had resigned to pursue 
other career opportunities. 
Thompson’s departure after 
two years at the helm of the 
Hornet Football program 
comes at the conclusion of 
a 2024 campaign that saw 
the Hornets finish with a 
3-9 overall record and 1-7 
in Big Sky Conference 
play. Sac State dropped 
the final five games of the 
2024 season including the 
annual causeway classic 
matchup with UC Davis 
which was played on Nov. 
23 at Hornet stadium.

The  o ff i c ia l  news 
release from the univer-
sity includes a gracious 
statement from Athletic 
Director Mark Orr regard-
ing Thompson’s tenure 
with the Hornets. “We 
want to thank Coach 
Thompson and his family 
for all they have done for 
Sacramento State football 
over the last five seasons,” 
Orr said. “Under his watch, 
the program has achieved 
its highest level of success. 
We wish him the best of 
luck in the future.”

In his two years as head 
coach Thompson posted 

an overall record of 11 
wins and 14 losses. In his 
first year as head coach in 
2023, the Hornets enjoyed 
an 8-5 record and made 
it to the second round 
the 2023 FCS Playoffs. 
Unfortunately, that success 
was not seen again in the 
disappointing 2024 season.

Thompson had been on 
the Hornet coaching staff 
since the 2019 season. 

As defensive coordinator, 
Thompson was instrumen-
tal in the Hornet football 
program earning Big Sky 
Conference titles in 2019, 
2021 and 2022. Following 
the conclusion of the 2022 
season, Thompson was 
promoted to the Hornet 
head coach posi t ion 
which had been vacated 
by Troy Taylor who left 
Sacramento State to take 

the head football coach-
ing position at Stanford 
University.

On the heels of the offi-
cial announcement from 
Sacramento State Athletics 
regarding Thompson’s 
departure on Dec. 6, 
Stanford University offi-
cially announced that 
coach Thompson would 
be joining the Stanford 
Football coaching staff 

as Stanford Football’s 
assistant head coach and 
co-defensive coordina-
tor. Reuniting Thompson 
with his former boss and 
former Hornet head coach 
Troy Taylor.

The Hornet Football 
program owes a debt 
of gratitude to Coach 
Thompson as his involve-
ment with the program led 
to success and accolades 

not previously enjoyed by 
the Hornets. Best wishes 
to Coach Thomspon in his 
new position, as long as 
Stanford football’s inter-
ests do not conflict with 
Hornet football’s interests.

Sacramento State offi-
cials  announced that 
a national search will 
begin immediately to find 
the next head coach for 
the Hornets. 

Sac State’s Football program is in search of a new head coach to replace Andy Thompson who resigned on Dec. 6 to join the Stanford University football 
coaching staff. Photo by Sacramento State Athletics

Jesuit High’s Cross Country Coach Honored

Jesuit High School’s Cross County Head Coach Walt Lange, photographed here with his 2024 State Championship team, was 
named the Joe Newton Coach of the Year at the Nike Cross Nationals on Saturday, Dec. 7.  Courtesy Photo

Jesuit High School 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Jesuit High School Cross 
Country Head Coach Walt 
Lange received a presti-
gious honor on Saturday, 
Dec. 7, as he was named 
the Joe Newton Coach of 
the Year at the Nike Cross 
Nationals (NXN).

This award, named 
after legendary coach Joe 
Newton of York High 
School, celebrates life-
time achievement in high 
school cross country. 
Newton's teams captured 
at least 24 Illinois State 
Championships, and his 
legacy extends far beyond 
victories, having pro-
foundly shaped the lives of 
countless young athletes.

Coach Lange, with an 
extraordinary 55 years of 
coaching at Jesuit High 

School, including 54 years 
as head coach, now joins 
the ranks of elite coaches 
recognized on a national 
stage. Known for his 
humility, Langeʼs contribu-
tions to high school cross 
country and the countless 
lives he has impacted over 
the decades make this rec-
ognition richly deserved.

“Iʼm overjoyed that 
the boys were there to 
witness this moment,” 
shared Assistant Coach 
David Zielke, reflecting 
on the significance of the 
occasion.

Langeʼs dedication, 
passion, and lifelong com-
mitment to developing 
athletes both on and off the 
course embody the Jesuit 
tradition of excellence and 
service. Congratulations 
to Coach Lange on this 
remarkable and well-de-
served honor! 

UC Davis To Join Mountain West Conference 
UC Davis News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The 
University of California, Davis has 
accepted a formal invitation to join the 
Mountain West Conference beginning 
July 1, 2026.

“We are thrilled to join the Mountain 
West Conference, and we look forward 
to an incredible experience for our stu-
dent-athletes and for our fans,” said UC 
Davis Chancellor Gary S. May. “Our tran-
sition to the highly regarded conference 
will introduce our Aggie community to 
a broader audience, in major metropol-
itan areas and through increased media 
coverage. It also provides us with an 
opportunity to align with universities that 
share similar academic strengths while 
also expanding our competitive presence 
in the Western United States.”

The Aggies will compete in all 
Mountain West Conference-sponsored 
sports, except for football, which will 
continue to participate in the Football 
Championship Subdivision (FCS) in the 
Big Sky Conference. Menʼs and womenʼs 
water polo as well as beach volleyball will 
seek to remain in the Big West through 
affiliate membership but are prepared 
to explore other options, if necessary. 
No changes will occur with membership 

agreements for equestrian, field hockey 
and lacrosse.

“Adding UC Davis further strength-
ens the trajectory of the Mountain West 
as it continues to build its brand that has 
proven to elevate institutions and stu-
dent-athletes,” said MW Commissioner 
Gloria Nevarez.  “Chancellor Gary 
S. May and Director of 
Athletics Rocko 
De luca  have 
shared their 
strategic 
p l a n  a n d 
financial 
vision for 
enhancing 
student-athlete 
development, 
welfare, and 
competitive 
excellence, and I 
believe UC Davis brings 
a wealth of positives in the con-
tinuing growth of the Mountain West.”

The announcement comes on the 
heels of a historic fall sport season for 
the Aggies in which all eight varsity fall 
sports teams qualified for postseason 
competition.

Menʼs soccer secured a Big West 
championship and a trip to the NCAA 

tournament. UC Davis football finished 
the regular season seeded fifth in the 
nation with a bye in the first round of the 
NCAA Division I Football Championship 
followed by a win against Illinois State 
on Dec. 7. They will play South Dakota 
on Saturday, Dec. 14 at noon in the 

quarterfinals.
Womenʼs  soc -
cer and womenʼs 

c r o s s  c o u n -
try ended the 
season in sec-
ond place in 
the Big West 
Conference, 
with menʼs 
water polo, 
menʼs cross 
country 
and wom-
en's indoor 

volleyball fin-
ishing third in the Big West and field 

hockey finishing sixth in the America East.
“We are grateful to the Mountain West 

Conference membership for this incredi-
ble opportunity and for sharing our vision 
of academic and athletics excellence,” 
said UC Davis Director of Athletics 
Rocko DeLuca. “Our campus leadership, 
students, Aggie alumni, fans, the Davis 

community and the broader Sacramento 
region all recognize the unique spirit of 
UC Davis and carry Aggie Pride with 
them each and every day. They have 
invested their time, talent and resources 
in supporting our growth, and the success 
of our fall sports is a clear reflection of 
those efforts. Now is the time to showcase 
Aggie Pride on a national stage, and the 
Mountain Westʼs brand and strategy align 
perfectly with our aspirations.”

Additional costs to support the tran-
sition, including travel, staffing and 
support services, will be primarily offset 
by increased revenues from ticket sales, 
donations, multimedia rights and, for the 
first time, revenue distributions from the 
conference. A ramp-up period of three to 
four years is anticipated before revenues 
fully reach projected levels. The university 
does not plan to use existing institutional 
funds to support the transition.

Starting no later than the 2026-27 aca-
demic year, the Mountain West will feature 
the United States Air Force Academy; 
University of California, Davis; Grand 
Canyon University; University of Hawaii 
at Mānoa; University of Nevada, Reno; 
University of New Mexico; San José State 
University; University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas; University of Texas, El Paso and 
the University of Wyoming. 

CSD Board Changes Leadership at Special Meeting

Audience member Tom Shewchuk urges the board to form a 
new water committee. Courtesy photo

As the new board majority, Directors Linda Butler, left, Stephen Booth and John Merchant discuss issues at the meeting. 

Secretary Amelia Wilder administers the oath of office to John Merchant and Steve Booth at the Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District Board meeting on Dec. 6. Both were unopposed candidates for two vacant seats in the November election. 
Courtesy photos

Governor’s Office Press Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - A 
cherished holiday tradition, this year 
marked the 41st consecutive year 
that California’s Governor and First 
Partner have hosted a child receiving 
support from one of California’s 21 
nonprofit regional centers to light the 
California State Capitol Christmas 
Tree. Nine-year-old Carter Morris 
from Merced was selected by Central 
Valley Regional Center to represent 
the more than 450,000 Californians 
with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities who receive services.
“Happy holidays, California! It 

was an honor to stand with Carter in 
solidarity with all of California’s kids 
with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities, to light the Capitol 
Tree this year. The holiday season is 
about gratitude, being together with 
loved ones, and giving to those less 
fortunate than ourselves, and I am so 
pleased to usher in this time of joy 
with Carter and his family,” Gov. 
Gavin Newsom said at the tree light-
ing ceremony.

First Partner Jennifer Siebel 

Newsom commented on the occa-
sion, “The holidays are a powerful 
reminder to lead with empathy and 
compassion, spreading joy and kind-
ness to those around us.

“This year’s California State 
Capitol Tree Lighting was especially 
meaningful as we joined Carter and 
his family for this beautiful tradi-
tion. Standing with them, we were 
reminded of the strength and resil-
ience of our communities and the 
importance of coming together to 
celebrate hope and connection during 
this season.” � H

Capitol Hosts 93rd Annual Tree Lighting

Gov. Gavin Newson and family gather at the 93rd annual 
Capitol Christmas Tree lighting ceremony on Dec. 11. Photo 
courtesy of Governor’s Office
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By Elise Spleiss

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, 
CA (MPG) - Hundreds of 
well-wishers kept the 
secret from guest of honor 
Sue Frost that she was 
about to have an unforget-
table evening on Saturday, 
Nov. 23. 

Col leagues ,  fami ly 
and friends from many 
counties were all qui-
etly inside the Orangevale 
Community Center by 5 
p.m., when shortly after, 
the door opened slowly. 
Frost entered and photog-
rapher Cathy Kurtz took 
eight rapid photos before 
Frost realized what was 
happening. Her husband, 
Jack, made a thumbs-up, 
happy that this secret had 
finally been revealed and 
he could relax.

Before becoming a 
county supervisor, Frost 
was elected to the Citrus 
Heights City Council 
in  2012 ,  se rved  as 

Vice-Mayor in 2014 and 
eventually served as Mayor 
in 2015. In 2017, Frost 
assumed the role of District 
4 County Supervisor, being 
reelected in 2020 with her 
term ending Jan. 6, 2025.

The well-planned and 
well-executed event on 
every front was man-
aged and produced by 
All Events Management 
Group, Lisa Montes. 
“Milestones,” one of their 
specialties, was achieved 
in every way this night.

The program began with 
a video, asking friends 
and colleagues to say one 
word about Frost and other 
memories. Part of the 
video prompted a standing 
ovation by the Sacramento 
Taxpayers Association as 
it began with the slow, 
unfolding text with the 
works of Frost, set to the 
music of “Star Wars.”

Words attributed to 
Frost by many included 
grace under fire, grass 

roots, community, authen-
tic, determined, genuine, 
common sense, calm and 
collected, dedicated, tena-
cious, true to your word, 
principled and much, much 
more. One speaker recog-
nized Frost as being best 
known for listening and 
helping people.

One description that 
got much applause and 
agreement was that Frost 
is the “most nonpolitical 
politician.”

Others described how 
Frost thinks carefully 
about each issue, analyz-
ing it carefully, and does 
research before making 
her decision. She also has 
no qualms about explain-
ing her decision, no matter 
how it will be taken and 
sticking to that decision.

Examples given were 
being instrumental in help-
ing make major changes 
across the board and across 
the state to combat the neg-
ative effects that Covid was 

producing, such as keeping 
children out of school and 
closing down businesses. 

Frost also helped save 
the hotel  in Rancho 
Murieta and other small 
businesses by fighting 
county bureaucracy.

A large part of the eve-
ning was taken up by many 
proclamations and awards 
given out, along with many 
more stories and memo-
ries by speakers from the 

audience, adding their 
experiences and apprecia-
tion for Frost’s work.

Jack Frost, thinking he 
would get the last word 
in after 12 years, realized 
that was yet to happen. He 
did thank God and all who 
have helped them. 

He also thanked Rosario 
Rodriquez, who owns a 
taqueria in Folsom, “for 
the wonderful dinner.” 
Rodriguez will be installed 

as District 4 Supervisor, 
filling Frost’s spot.

Jack Frost also thanked 
sponsors  Sacramento 
C o u n t y  P r o b a t i o n , 
Sacramento Taxpayers 
Associa t ion,  Howard 
Jarvis Tax Association, 
American Legion Post 637 
and Stones Casino. The 
dessert was provided by 
the Orangevale Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Carlos Verette acted as 
emcee and as deejay, filling 
the room with music. 

This evening was one to 
remember. 

A prayer was said, 
thanking Jack and Sue 
Frost for all they have 
accomplished in the last 12 
years and hoping they find 
ways to continue to make a 
difference in the new chap-
ter of their lives.

Vi e w  m o re  p h o -
tos from the Sue Frost 
s u r p r i s e  p a r t y  a t 
TheRiverValleyTimes.com.
� H

Hundreds Join Surprise Party for Frost

By Sue Frost

As  my  t enure  a s 
Supervisor for District 
4 comes to a close, I am 
overwhelmed with appre-
ciation. It has been a 
profound honor to serve the 
diverse and vibrant areas 
of Sacramento County. 
From the soulful avenues 
of North Highlands to the 
tranquil settings of Rancho 
Murieta, each community 
has its own unique charm, 
and a collective will to 
enhance our region.

During my years in 
office, I’ve had the plea-
sure  o f  see ing  and 
contributing to significant 

improvements that have 
p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t e d 
the lives of our resi-
dents. Together, we have 
achieved notable progress, 
all aimed at enriching the 
Sacramento region.

We successfully allo-
cated $4.5 million in ARPA 
funds to bolster services 
and housing initiatives 
across District 4. These 
projects have spurred 
growth and enhanced 
the quality of life in our 
communities.

Significant projects 
include the revitalization 
of the Rio Linda Firehouse 
and restoring Fire Engine 
#2 to operational status. 

These upgrades are crit-
ical, ensuring that our 
emergency services are 
well-prepared to safe-
guard our community. 
Community gatherings 
like the Rio Linda/Elverta 
Country Faire and the 
Christmas Light Parade 
have not only spread cheer 
but also fostered a strong 
sense of togetherness.

I had the privilege of 
leading efforts that sub-
stantially supported local 
veterans’ services, aiding 
veterans and non-profits, 
and fostering economic 
vitality. The enhance-
ments to the Orangevale 
Library and our support 

for the Orangevale History 
Museum have played piv-
otal roles in preserving 
local heritage and expand-
ing access to educational 
resources. The Orangevale-
Fair Oaks Big Day of 
Service exemplifies the 
positives that arise from 
community cooperation 
and common goals.

In safety and pre-
paredness, we secured a 
significant $400,000 grant 
from Caltrans to fortify 
emergency evacuation 
routes for Rancho Murieta, 
enhancing the area’s readi-
ness for any emergency.

This year, I played a 
pivotal role in fostering 

unity and collaboration in 
North Highlands by engag-
ing with local leaders 
committed to enhancing 
well-being and economic 
vitality. 

This collaboration led to 
the successful “Celebrate 
North Highlands” event, 
which brought together 
over 2,000 residents on 
Sept. 28 to celebrate the 
spirit of the community.

I have always stood firm 
in my commitment to our 
local economy, advocating 
for a strategic approach to 
reopening that maintained 
the competitiveness of our 
businesses and kept our 
shopping local. 

My commitment to 
openness and honesty 
has been central, admit-
ting to and learning from 
any missteps to maintain 

a transparent relationship 
with you.

Reflecting on these 
efforts, I am proud of what 
we have accomplished 
together. 

Serving you has been a 
tremendous privilege, and 
I am thankful to have been 
part of your stories and 
your advocate.

Thank you for your trust, 
your active participation 
and your steadfast com-
mitment to our community. 
Although my role as super-
visor is concluding, my 
dedication to supporting 
and uplifting our region 
remains steadfast.

If you would like to stay 
in touch, please feel free to 
reach me at sue@suefrost.
com. Thank you all for a 
wonderful and impactful 
journey. � H

Serving You: The Honor of My Lifetime

Sue Frost walks into her surprise party at Orangevale 
Community Center. Photos by Cathy Kurtz

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Things can change quickly in Kings 
Town, and the happenings of the past 
week certainly demonstrate exactly that.

The hardcourt gladiators from 
Sacramento are currently on a torrid 
3-game winning streak, looking ahead to 
Monday night’s game against the Denver 
Nuggets.

If you hadn’t paid attention and just 
tuned into the Kings, you’d discover a 
team that is just finding themselves 26 
games into the regular season, after los-
ing every game in the preseason. 

Fans and pundits alike have riddled the 
airwaves with remedies for multiple losing 
streaks, along with advice to coach Brown 
as to who should be his starting five.

I am more than happy to announce that 
coach Brown’s decision to finally insert 
Malik Brown into the King’s starting 
lineup has produced four wins in the last 
five games, and everyone is now won-
dering why it took three seasons to figure 
this one out.

But rather than casting aspersions, I 
will take the high road, and just give him 
an attaboy for making a decision that 
was long overdue. Malik is thrilled to be 
where he always thought he should be, 
and now coach Brown can simply focus 
on his bench that is currently ranked in 
the bottom of the league.

Kevin Huerter is showing signs of 
returning to form and seems to be com-
fortable taking the 6th man position that 
was formerly Monk’s, so it’s really the 
next three or four rotations that are going 
to tell the tale.

What has created chaos with the team 
is the night-in and night out inconsis-
tency as to who will sit the night out 
completely, or who will garnish the 
majority of the minutes.

Big man Alex Len cannot catch a 
break, as he all too often finds himself 
at the end of the bench being a spectator 
for the entire game. This 7-foot giant has 
NBA game, and from my perspective, it’s 
up to coach Brown and his staff to build 
this big man’s confidence. One way you 
do that is by giving him a consistent rota-
tion that he can count on every night.

Len has played several good games 
and shows real promise, only to find 

himself relegated to the bench the very 
next game with no explanation except for 
the dreaded, coaches’ decision.

The Kings can keep scouring the 
league for another trade/acquisition, or 
just look at their own bench, and perhaps 
realize that there is more talent already 
on this team than they are giving them 
credit for. 

I for one believe that Alex Len has a 
big upside, but it takes a coach and staff 
that are willing to build a player’s con-
fidence if you want to see the desired 
result.

So far, I’m giving this staff a failing 
grade as it relates to evaluating talent, 
and you need to look no further than the 
inexplicable trade of Davion Mitchell to 
qualify my comments.

The Kings are still feeling the void left 
in Mitchell’s absence, and all he is doing 
in Toronto is making Canadian fans fall 
in love with him.  From the Kings bench 
to the Raptor’s starting point guard, 
Davion is making the Toronto GM look 
like a basketball wizard.

The Kings cannot afford to continue 
undervaluing talent, or simply not see the 
forest for the trees. Let’s get everything 
out of the team currently constituted, and 
that means starting with consistency as it 
relates to players coming off the bench. If 
Huerter is the 6th man, who is #7, 8, and 
9? At this point no one but coach Brown 
knows, and he doesn’t know until just 
before gametime. 

Here’s the good news! At 13-13 it’s 
time to hit the reset button. Yes, the 
Kings are at 500, and now is the time to 
start making a run that can propel this 
team to the playoffs. 

The starting five of, Fox, Monk, 
DeRozan, Murray, and Sabonis are a 
formidable group to guard, and I look 
forward to watching this team come out 
of the blocks on all 8 cylinders every 
night.

So, take heart Kings fans, because the 
best is yet to come, and that’s without a 
trade or an acquisition.

Merry Christmas to one and all and go 
Kings!

Your thoughts are always welcome at 
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

California Respects 
the Power of Your Vote
By Shirley N. Weber, Ph.D., California Secretary of State
Californians can confidently claim this: California has made more signif-
icant reforms to our election laws and expanded voting rights than any 
other state.

The relevance of this accomplishment deepens as we prepare to celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act next year. This landmark 
legislation began to undo our country’s long history of voter suppression, 
intimidation, and disenfranchisement that far too many Americans experienced at the polls for decades.

My own parents, who were sharecroppers, were denied their right to vote in the Jim Crow era South. 
Before moving to Los Angeles from Hope, Arkansas, my parents, David and Mildred Nash, could not vote. 
My father was an adult with six children before he registered to vote and was only able to exercise that 
constitutional right for the first time here in California.

As California Secretary of State, I do not take the progress we have made over the years lightly. My staff 
and I hold sacred the obligation to ensure that our elections are safe, free, fair, and accessible to all. There-
fore, before certifying the results for this year’s election on Dec. 13, we have taken a number of steps to 
ensure that every vote is counted. We have also made sure that our ballot counting process is credible and 
free from interference.

To meet that deadline without a hitch, California requires elections officials in all 58 counties to turn in 
their official results by a certain date. This year, that date was Dec. 6.

By law, every eligible voter in our state receives a vote-by-mail ballot. This ensures all registered voters can 
exercise their right to vote.

Whether you placed your ballot in a designated drop-off box, voted by mail, or cast your ballot at a polling 
center, votes are safe and secure. And we allow voters to sign up to receive text message, email, or voice 
call notifications about the status of their own ballots by using the Where’s My Ballot? tool. To learn more 
or to sign up, paste this URL in your web browser: https://california.ballottrax.net/voter/

The ballots of Californians who voted by mail are also protected. The United States Postal Service partners 
with the State to make sure ballots are delivered on time. All mailed-in ballots are sent by First Class mail 
with a postage paid envelope provided to every eligible registered voter.

Election Security is our number one priority. That’s why my office designed and implemented a program 
to back up that commitment. For more information, visit this URL: https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/
election-cybersecurity

Additionally, California takes preventive actions to make sure our voting technology keeps our elections 
safe and protects everyone’s votes.

For example, county voting systems are not connected to the internet, which protects them from cyber-
threats. The State also performs regular and rigorous testing to make sure the voting systems are working 
optimally, and only authorized personnel are granted access.

Staff members are also given phishing and cybersecurity training.

VoteCal, the state’s centralized voter registration system, is also key. The system is regularly updated, and it 
is used as a resource for counties to verify voter signatures.

California also provides security at all counting locations and makes sure ballot drop-off boxes are secured 
and monitored.

And all election processes are open to observation during specified hours.

In my role as Secretary of State of California, there is nothing more important to me than defending our 
democracy. I am committed to safeguarding voting rights, and to leading our state in upholding the high-
est democratic standards by implementing policies and practices that Californians and all Americans can 
trust and look to for instruction and hope.

You can contact the California Office of the Secretary of State at 1-800-345-Vote or elections@sos.ca.gov 
with inquiries or to report suspected incidents or irregularities. Additional information can be found at 
www.sos.ca.gov and the office’s social media platforms:

Instagram: @californiasos_

Facebook: Facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS

X: @CASOSVote
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