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Santa and the Grinch will be traveling through Grafton neighborhoods on Saturday, Dec. 21

from 2-6 p.m. to collect presents for Toys for Tots.

Grafton’s Business

Scene

BY CHRISTINE GALEONE

The late singer and actress Dale

Evans once said, “Christmas,

my child, is love in action” It’s
a simple but profound observa-
tion that many people would agree
with.

It’s also one that reflects this
season of giving. Thankfully, the
season is alive and well among
Grafton residents, businesses and
organizations.

One very distinctive person
who's known for spreading Christ-
mas cheer is Santa. On Saturday,
Dec. 21, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., the
Grafton Fire Department - which
has been spreading lots of joy itself
by collecting toys for Toys for Tots
- will once again escort Santa and
his buddy, the Grinch, through
neighborhoods in Grafton. A
tracking link will be available once
they set off on their journey.

The Grafton Police Department
has also been bringing joy to kids
by continuing to help an area non-
profit. Last month, the GPD held

conc

its annual Fill the Cruiser event at
Homefield Credit Union. The toy
drive benefitted Toys for Kids and
Teens, the nonprofit run by Black-
stone Valley veterans that provides
new toys and bikes for area families
in need during the holidays. Ad-
ditionally, the GPD recently raised
$1,500 for Project New Hope Inc.,
a nonprofit that serves veterans.

Like Homefield Credit Union,
Highfields Golf & Country Club
also helped kids in need by hosting
a toy drive. It recently hosted the
12th annual Santapalooza concert
and a separate buffet to collect toys
and donations for Toys for Tots.

Savers Bank also helped bring
joy to local kids in need. It part-
nered with the Grafton Food Bank
to collect new toys for kids in the
area.

Recently, Gaudette Insurance
Agency and UniBank were two
of the sponsors the 2nd Annual
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Blackstone Heritage Corridor Honors
Volunteers and Supporters
as ‘Champions of the Blackstone’

ridor, a nonprofit collaborat-

ing with community partners
to provide strong leadership to
preserve, promote and celebrate
the Blackstone Valley’s resources
for current and future generations,
held its 2024 “Champions of the
Blackstone” awards reception to
recognize dedicated volunteers
and recipients of the John H.

The Blackstone Heritage Cor-

Suzanne Buchanan Volunteer of the

Year Award

Phil Johanson, of Sutton,
earned the Suzanne Buchanan
Volunteer of the Year Award,
recognizing his role as the Trail
Ambassador leading hikes in the

Massachusetts section of the Cor-
ridor. Buchanan had served as the
volunteer program coordinator for

23 years.

each honored as recipients of the
John H. Chafee Leadership Award,
recognizing individuals who have
worked on projects that promote
cultural heritage, environmental
conservation, economic develop-
ment, and the quality of life in the
Blackstone River Valley. The award
honors the late senator’s legacy of
making environmental matters

a priority, including successful

Blackstone Heritage Corridor Executive Director Devon Kurtz (right) stands alongside the 2024 “Champions of the Blackstone,” who were
recognized for their efforts as volunteers and leaders at a Dec. 5 reception in Whitinsville.

Chafee Leadership Award.

“Our dedicated supporters and
volunteers are the fabric of the
Corridor and play a vital role in
the preservation of its historic,
natural and recreational resources,”
said Blackstone Heritage Corridor
Executive Director Devon Kurtz.
“Their commitment has improved
the quality of life for the com-
munities within the Corridor and
we are deeply thankful for their
service and leadership”

The awards reception, spon-
sored by Rushford & Sons Brew-
house of Upton, was held Dec. 5
at the Singh Performance Center
at Alternatives’ Whitin Mill in
Whitinsville.

“Suzanne showed us that the
natural and cultural resources in
the Blackstone Heritage Corri-
dor can be the basis for exciting
recreation and a vibrant quality
of life,” said Dennis Rice, Chair
of the Board of Directors. “Phil
Johanson realizes this vision on
every hike, carefully researching
each site, developing descriptions
of landmarks, identifying guest
speakers and warmly welcoming
participants to each outing”

John H. Chafee Leadership Awards
Bruce Curliss, of North Provi-

dence, R.I, and Richard Keene,

of North Smithfield, R.I., were

DID YOU KNOW WHERE YOU

..COULD BE CONTRIBUTING TO

YOUR KNEE PAIN?

advocacy for the preservation and
development of the Corridor.

The National Park Service nom-
inated Curliss, noting his advocacy
for indigenous rights and environ-
mental stewardship. Curliss serves
as the waterways advocate for the
Hassanamisco Nipmuc Band and
executive director of the Black-
stone River Watershed Council/
Friends of the Blackstone. His
most prominent project includes
writing and narrating “Kittacuck
Speaks,” a film that brings to life
the indigenous perspectives of the

HERITAGE
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Blackstone River.

Keene was nominated by Jeff
Harris and Elizabeth Faricy of the
North Smithfield Heritage As-
sociation, where Keene has been
president since 2018. They noted
that Keene has embodied the
qualities of outstanding leadership,
and through the association has
advanced cultural heritage through
cemetery restoration projects, his-
torical preservation, and the dutiful
protection of natural areas.

Student of the Year Awards

Jack Carlin, of Uxbridge,
and William Dempsey, of Fram-
ingham, earned the Student of the
Year Award, recognizing outstand-
ing students who have worked on
projects that promote cultural heri-
tage and environmental conserva-
tion in the Valley.

Carlin and Dempsey were
nominated by Ranger Viola Bramel
of West Hill Dam for executing
Eagle Scout projects in the park

in Uxbridge. Carlin, a student at
Whitinsville Christian School
and a scout with Troop 155 of
Whitinsville, built and installed six
wood duck boxes, replacing some
that were destroyed by a winter
storm earlier this year. Dempsey,
a student at Keefe Tech, built and
installed 16 bluebird boxes at

the park. He is with Crew 129 of
Franklin and Troop 78 of Fram-
ingham.

Partner of the Year Awards

East Providence Historical
Society and The Geezers Trail
Crew each earned the Partner
of the Year Award, recognizing
outstanding partner organizations
that have worked on projects that
promote cultural heritage, envi-
ronmental conservation, and the
quality of life in the Valley.

Volunteers-in-Parks Recognition
The event also celebrated
volunteers with the National Park
Service’s Volunteers-In-Parks
(VIP) program for dedicating over
$1 million in service and 31,233
volunteer hours over the past year.

The VIP program, a program of the
National Park Service and admin-
istered by the Blackstone Heritage
Corridor, is made up of over 250
volunteers that share their time and
expertise with visitors throughout
the Valley.

Park volunteers who serve
250 hours earn a complimen-
tary America the Beautiful Pass,
providing them free access to more
than 2,000 federal recreation sites.
Nineteen of BHC’s volunteers
earned a 2024 pass: Sue Ciaramico-
li, Richard Keene, John Marsland,
Paul Schaefer, Al Menard, Keith
Hainley, Betty Mencucci, Bruce
DeVault, Al Salemi, Brian Garrett,
Charlie Wilson, Cheryl Thompson,
Justine Brewer, Christine Watkins,
Kim Walker, Pat Giles, Bill Ela,
Norma Bedrosian, and Ken Ethier.

Volunteer milestones were also
celebrated. Those earning a five-
year pin include Bill Beitler, Jeftrey
Brodeur, Abigail Epplett, William
Marengo, Skye Pechie, and Steve
Pechie. Justine Brewer earned a
15-year pin, Susan Shea earned
a 25-year pin, and Val Stege-
moen earned a 30-year pin.

GRAFTON
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Blackstone Valley Festival of Trees
that was held in Northbridge. The
free event benefited the Blackstone
Valley Emergency Shelter, which
helps the homeless in the Black-
stone Valley.

The Grafton Country Store, the
Grafton Common gift shop, has
been helping regional veterans. It’s
selling tiny hand-knitted winter

rated company with 19 clinics
throughout Massachusetts and Rhode Island! Connections PT is committed to providing the highest
quality of care for our patients in a one-on-one setting. We are thrilled to be joining the Uxbridge
community this August. Call us now to set up an appointment!

Contact Us:
508-501-5008
508-501-5009

Uxbridge@ConnectionsPT.com
Connectionspt.com

hats to benefit Veterans, Inc., a
Worcester-based nonprofit that
provides a vast array of services for
veterans throughout New England.
Millbury Street Elementary
School recently held the school’s
annual Pajama Drive. The suc-
cessful drive, which is connected
to the national nonprofit Pajama
Program, collected 520 pairs of
pajamas (which are paired with
donated books from Scholastic)
that will bring warmth and cheer to
homeless and low income children

throughout Worcester County.

By participating in this season
of giving, we receive feelings of
comfort and joy that can carry
us into the New Year. Likewise,
experiencing and appreciating
the beauty of Christmas that Dale
Evans spoke of could benefit us all.
Happy holidays!

Contact Christine with your busi-
ness news items at cmgaleonel 5@
gmail.com.
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BY JENNIFER RUSSO

The history of banking goes back
to ancient times, as a way of secur-
ing the funds of the community,
but also strategically using assets
to build it to a greater potential.
More than just a system of dollars
and cents, banking was really about
ensuring that the people had what
they needed to thrive, investing in
the local economy and providing
stability through jobs and other
area programs.

Now, with more modern systems
in place, many banks have seem-
ingly lost that original idea - that
sense of community and an indi-
vidualized touch. UniBank stands
apart in this regard, with their
priority being local families, busi-
nesses, non-profits, and employees.

“The vast majority of our
employees live in the Blackstone
Valley area, and we believe in
supporting our local residents and
merchants because that is who
our employees are and who they
engage with in their daily lives.
Wherever an institutions head-
quarters is tends to be where the
focus and attention is paid,” shares
UniBank CEO Michael Welch.

“We are intimately involved with

Business

sptlight

the community we are in. With
our headquarters right here in the
Blackstone Valley, our future focus
is always going to be here, even as
we expand. We are very mindful in
that we do not want to become a
“big bank” headquartered in a large
metro area. We want to support
those living and working in our
neighborhoods”

UniBank, which has been serv-
ing the community for over 150
years, takes pride in being one of
the bigger employers in the area,
while embracing the personal-
ized attention and recognition
that every customer is important
- from a family opening a first
checking account for their child to
a business looking for a $20 million
construction loan. They enjoy get-
ting to know the people they serve
and growing with them, holding
fast to the belief that true success
is shared.

“As people bank with us, ev-
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UniBank - Woven into the Fabric of the
Blackstone Valley Community for over 150 Years

erything goes right back into the
community. We are not considered
a stock bank, so we don’t have an
obligation to serve any sharehold-
ers — our mission has only ever
been to serve this area. We stand
by the idea that by doing good,
everybody does well,” says Welch.
And they certainly do good.
Along with offering various types
of banking for individuals and
businesses, investment guidance,
competitive loan rates, and IRAs,
UniBank is a supporter of the
Whitin Community Center in
Whitinsville, Uxbridge’s First Night
celebrations, local homeless shel-

ters, churches of all denominations,
local libraries, The Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts, youth athletic organi-
zations, and more. They are also a
founding partner of the Worcester
Red Sox (WooSox).

UniBank will soon be opening
a new full-service branch across
from Polar Park in Worcester, so
they can help provide services to
those in an area that is in an era of
revitalization, fostering even more
growth opportunities there.

Being native to the Valley area
himself, Welch considers the bank
and everyone it serves a family.

“Because we are local, people

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590

Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish Provides

* DumpsteriRental Services 7 Days

e All RentalssIinclude
Drop-Off and:Pick Up
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e Estate Clean Outs

e (Furniture/Appliance

o We Recycle

FREE DROP
OFF AND
PICK UP!
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Serving the
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iniWorcester County.
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have direct access to the decision-
makers at the bank, which I know
is unusual, but I really think it
makes all the difference,” he shares.
“We live here too, and we care
about everything our customers
care about. We also want to see
our community thrive and we
are extremely proud to empower
everyone to achieve their goals,
whatever that looks like for them.”

Learn more about UniBank,
their mission, community out-
reach, and the services they
provide by visiting their website at
https://www.unibank.com/

— PAID ADVERTISEMENT -

$350
$450
$600

Local/Small
Business)
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Must Be Santa!

n Sunday, December 8 Graf- Merrymakers could shop, join police and fire departments.
Oton residents gathered at spots  in activities, eat or be entertained Of course, the highlight of the

all over town to Celebrate the  at 37 different Frosty Stops. They day was the arrival of the Jolly Old
Holidays as part of the community’s  included businesses, churches, Elf himself - Santa Claus- pulling
annual tradition run by the Recre- museums and civic buildings like up to Grafton Common in a fire
ation Department. Grafton High School, public library,  truck.

Clockwise from left: After climbing down from the Fire Department's Tower 1, Santa Claus extends a warm greeting on a cold and blustery
night; Girl Scouts entertain the crowd on the Common with holiday songs; Upon a signal from Santa, the Gazebo is alight with holiday cheer.
Patty Roy photos
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UniBank mortgages’ are funded locally. Decisions are

made locally. Our lenders will put their expertise to

work for you and help you to find the right fixed or
adjustable rate mortgage for your unique needs.

Get started today! Contact your
local UniBank branch or view
rates and apply online today!

UNIBANK

Connecting all offices:
1.800.578.4270 « www.unibank.com
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Member FDIC - NMLS #583135 'Homeowners insurance required.
op. Subject to credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply.




December 20,2024 « www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com  The Blackstone Valley Xpress 5

When is a good time for a Roth conversion?

Tim Furbush, CFA

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

In life, you often get sec-
ond chances — and the same
is true with investing. To il-
lustrate: You might not have
been able to contribute to a
Roth IRA during your work-
ing years due to your income
level, but you may get that
opportunity as you near re-
tirement, or even when you
are retired — through a Roth
conversion.

Why is a Roth IRA desir-
able for some people? Here

are the key benefits:

* Tax-free withdrawals —
You put in after-tax dollars
to a Roth IRA, so you can
withdraw your contributions
at any time, free of taxes
and penalties. And if you've
had your account for at least
five years and you’re at least
59%2, you can also withdraw
your earnings free of taxes.

* No RMDs — With a tradi-
tional IRA, you’ll have to
start taking withdrawals —
called required minimum
distributions, or RMDs —
when you turn 73, or 75 if
you were born in 1960 or
later. But there’s no RMD
requirement with a Roth
IRA — you can essentially
leave the money intact as
long as you like.

» Tax-free legacy for your
heirs — When your heirs
inherit your Roth IRA, they
can withdraw the contribu-
tions without paying taxes

or penalties, and if the ac-
count has been open at least
five years, they can also
withdraw earnings tax free.

But even if you were aware
of these advantages, you
might not have been able to
invest in a Roth IRA for much
of your life. For one thing, you
might have earned too much
money — a Roth IRA, unlike
a traditional IRA, has income
limits. Also, a Roth IRA has
only been around since 1998,
so, in the previous years, you
were limited to a traditional
IRA.

As you approach retire-
ment, though, you might start
thinking of just how much
you’d like to benefit from a
Roth IRA. And you can do
so by converting your tradi-
tional IRA to a Roth. While
this sounds simple, there’s a
major caveat: taxes. You’ll be
taxed on the amount in pre-
tax dollars you contributed
to a traditional IRA and then
converted to a Roth IRA. (If

you have both pre- and after-
tax dollars in your traditional
IRA, the taxable amount is
based on the percentage of
pre-tax dollars.)

If you have large amounts
in a traditional IRA, the tax
bill on conversion can be
significant. The key to po-
tentially lowering this tax bill
1s fzming. Generally speaking,
the lower your income in a
given year, the more favor-
able it is for you to convert to
a Roth IRA. So, for example,
if you have already retired,
but have not started collecting
RMDs, your income may be
down.

Timing also comes into
play with the financial mar-
kets. When the market is
going through a decline, and
the value of your traditional
IRA drops, you could convert
the same number of shares
of the underlying investments
and receive a lower tax bill or
convert more shares of these
investments for what would
have been the same tax bill.

Finally, you could lower
your tax bill in any given year
by stretching out your Roth
IRA conversions over several
years, rather than doing it all
at once.

You’ll want to consult with
your tax advisor before em-
barking on this conversion —
but if it’s appropriate for your
situation, you could find that
owning a Roth IRA can ben-
efit you and your family for
years to come.

Contact Tim for assistance
with your personal finances.

Tim Furbush, CFA

Edward Jones Financial Adviser
Westborough, MA 01581
508-854-1608
Tim.Furbush@edwardjones.com

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY ED-
WARD JONES FOR USE BY YOUR LOCAL
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR.

Sponsored articles are submatted by our
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible _for the content of this article.
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Clang, clang, clang went the trolley'

n Sunday, December 8,
Ore31dents lined up for courtesy

rides to more than 40 stops
around town as part of the 25th
Annual Millbury Chain of Lights
holiday celebration.

The day was gloomy, but spirits
were high as people found plenty of
good eats, songs of good cheer and
lots of good times for the kiddies
with visits from Santa and Mrs.
Claus, the Grinch and even Mr.
Vinny the Bubble Guy.

FRED the FOOT GUY
Call Fred Gibson ¢ Foot Care Nurse 00,
508-844-1534 (00 fo
Senior Toenail and
Foot Care Services for 13+ years.
Trust your feet to Fred!
53 ADVANCED GUTTER SYSTEMS, INC.
 Carpentry ¢ Siding Repairs
* Aluminum Seamless Gutters ¢ lce Dam Removal

Providing in-home
Fully Insured / Flexible Schedule
* Copper Gutters  Gutter Guard  « Roof Snow Shoveling

Installations * Replacement Windows
-Repairs ~Cleaning ° House Cleanouts
1 * Handyman Services

(508) 278-2202 ey | e 8
FULLY INSURED ¢ FREE ESTIMATES « RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL B

MASS. REG.#128580
www.gutters-downspouts.com CSL #104402

Left, Archer Reed, age 2, meets the Grinch.

Below, Kenzie Wanjau and her parents take
in a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus at the
Asa Waters Mansion.
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Willard House & Clock Museum Announces Recipient for
the 2024 David G. Gow Memorial

Scholarship for Horology

program dedicated to profes-

sional careers in clockmaking
and conservation. A third clock-
maker joins the Gow community.

Establishing a long-term plan to

support the study of horology (the
study of time and timekeepers)
and assist those working toward a
professional career in clockmak-
ing and restoration, the family of
former Willard House & Clock
Museum conservator, David G.
Gow and the museum is pleased to
announce the 2024 Gow scholar-
ship recipient.

N ationwide annual scholarship

Introducing Jennifer Hohman

Jennifer Hohman of Springboro,
Ohio was among a select group
of applicants competing for the
scholarship. Jennifer transitioned
from a 15-year career as a Regis-
tered Piano Technician and piano
teacher to a full-time clockmaker

with a brick-and-mortar business.
She has apprenticed under several
clockmakers around the country.

When asked why she moved to
clockmaking, she said, “Unlike pia-
nos, clocks feature a nearly endless
variety of mechanical designs and
technology. There are many differ-
ent occupations in creating a clock,
from metalsmiths and dial painters
to cabinet makers” Hohman con-
tinues, “I may never run out of new
facets to explore within horology.
[The] overlap from musicians to
horologists is simply fascinating.”

Supporting a specialized trade
and growing a community of
clockmakers

“We celebrate Jennifer’s entry
into the Gow scholarship com-
munity’, says Callum Gow of the
scholarship review board. “Her
growing body of technical knowl-
edge and experience owning a
new clockmaking shop makes her
uniquely qualified as a scholar-
ship recipient.” Callum continues,
“we look forward to hearing about
her success and challenges in her
career.

“Today, the Gow family with
the collaboration of the museum
trustees and staff, established the
memorial scholarship to help wor-
thy students obtain this specialized
training. The details:

« Any US-based student that has
begun the journey into the profes-
sion of clockmaking qualifies.

« $5000 will be awarded and
the money may be used attend
advanced courses provided by
various clock and watch making

schools across the country. B
Applications for the 2025
scholarship are due by November
4, 2025. The recipient will be an-
nounced on December 16, 2025.

WILLARD HOUSE

continued on page 8
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- Landscaping / Snow Plowing

Jeff Inman

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Handyman Services to

CC‘}):I}S'LJRU STION
LS
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SSONOR

Professional, Local, Touring Drummer \ )

of 45 years selling entire drum collection.

S

Alllmust go; ASAP! New, Used and Vintage, 1920s through today.

“Wc{wig, Yamaha, Pearl, Zildjian, Paiste, DW, cymbals, and m‘?re

:, * 25 Drum sets start as low as $450 & up. _
ol * Single & Double Bass

* 100 Snare Drums, $39 each & up

g -
r 4|
-

* Base Drum Pedals $29 each & up
il * 300 Cymbals $39 each & Up
E * 100 cymbal stands, drum racks,

* Drumsticks $5.00/pr.

Dpportunity for lessons
teaching special needs children,

adults, veterans & others how to play.

J call or email John 774-444-1144
Jjprov94075@aol.com

Wirs thasn @ Family

Business for over /5
ANd We Plen On Many Morel)

FULL HEATING SYSTEM SERVICE & INSTALLATIO

BUDGET PLANS ¢ HEAT PUMPS e ON & OFF ROAD DIESEL E
SR. & MILITARY DISCOUNT e OIL TANK INSTALLATION & REMOVAL

“WHERE QUALITY & SERVICE PREVAIL”

(508) 234-7002 %utsuse 77 (508) 234-5193

ency
| Services
el 4

Call / Text / Email Today * 508-713-5696
localguystrashremoval@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

like us on

facebook
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$800 in Meals Fed Veterans and Families This Holiday
Season Through Centerline Mechanical and Project New

Hope, Inc.s Food Drive

ing Food Drive, organized by
Centerline Mechanical LLC, a
local full-service HVAC company
in Hopedale, surpassed its goal
of providing Thanksgiving meals
to Veterans and their families. In

The second annual Thanksgiv-

support of Project New Hope, Inc.,
local contributors donated food
items to help the organization
continue its mission of assist-

ing Veterans and their families.
Project New Hope proudly serves
members of the Army, Navy, Air

Lulua's

GEMS*JEWELRY«CRYSTALSGIFTS

1223 PROVIDENCE ROAD « WHITINSVILLE, MaA 01588
LULUSGEMSGIFTS.COM

PIT
> A

A
..... -
J""G co._\

TONI FACCHINI
toni@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

2 % CAPITOL SIDING & HOME
%, IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.

Custom Exteriors * Vinyl Siding ¢ Roofing
Replacement Windows ¢ Seamless Gutters

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501
Tel. 508-832-5981

Let us help you
create the perfect look

o for all your apparel

printing needs!

STAND OU
WITH OUR
UNIQUE
TEES!

: 00
Choice O

508-949-202 :
Graphics
505 South Main St.
Webster, MA 01570

www.choicelgraphics.com

Force, Marines, Coast Guard, and
Reserves. Last year, the food drive
provided over 200 individual food
items. This year, $800 in meals
were collected which greatly sur-
passes prior efforts. The students
and faculty at Blackstone Valley
Regional Vocational Technical
High School (BVT), along with the
rest of the community, helped to
make this large donation possible.

Project New Hope had requested
specific items to create a warm
Thanksgiving meal for Veterans
to enjoy with their families. Each
year they hold the “Turkey for
Vets” program to give back to the
Veterans who have served this
country, as well as their families, by
providing them with a Thanksgiv-
ing meal. Generous donations out-
poured from the community and
items included cranberry sauce,
stuffing, canned green beans and
carrots, dinner rolls, apple juice,
squash, gravy, and 5 Ib bags of
potatoes. Additionally, $20 super-
market gift cards were donated, al-
lowing Veterans to select a turkey,
ham, fish or other item to complete
their Thanksgiving dinner.

“Project New Hope Inc’s “Turkey
for Vets’ program is more than
just a holiday meal—it’s a way to
honor and support veterans and
their families during a time of
financial uncertainty. By provid-
ing traditional Thanksgiving
essentials and gift cards, we aim
to ease the burden for those who

Food collected for Veteran's Thjanksgiving meals

have served, ensuring that they
can enjoy a warm and meaningful
holiday;” said William H. Moore,
Project New Hope Inc. Executive
Director, “In a year where inflation
has made basic needs harder to
meet, we are proud to stand by our
veterans, offering both practical
support and a message of gratitude
for their service and sacrifices”

In light of “Turkey for Vets” pro-
gram, Centerline Mechanical was
eager to help the organization with
this mission. Julian Picard, owner
of Centerline Mechanical, isa BVT
alumni who graduated from the
school’s Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) program.

“Our goal is to play a part in

making this Thanksgiving the most
enjoyable as possible for those who
have dedicated all that they had to
protect this country;” said Center-
line Mechanical LLC owner Julian
Picard. “Thank you to everyone
who contributed to this food drive,
together we were able to serve
those who have served”

This collective effort not only
honors the sacrifices of our Veter-
ans, but also reinforces the impor-
tance of community and gratitude
during this season of giving.

For more information on Project
New Hope, Inc. and their mission
to serve Veterans and their fami-
lies, visit www.projectnewhopema.
org.

WILLARD HOUSE

continued from page 7

To learn more about the Gow
Memorial Scholarship for Horol-
ogy, go to: https://willardhouse.

~ STUMPand
i CONCRETE
REMOVAL

TRANSFER
STATION
AVAILABLE

279 Douglas Road ¢ Whitinsville, MA 01588

508-234-2920

ROLL OFFS or
BRING TO US!!!

org/david-gow-scholarship

To donate to the Gow Scholar-
ship, call the museum at 508-
839-3500; mail a check to the
museum or hit the DONATION
button on the Willard House &
Clock Museum homepage but-

* Residential Curbside Pick-Up * Commercial Pick-Up ¢ Dumpsters
*House Clean-Outs ¢ Bulk Pick-Ups * Demolition ¢ Roll-offs

PUBLIC SCALE: You bring your items - Weigh in and pay as you go!
*Concrete *Bulk ltems +Dirt *Asphalt *Leaves & Grass *Brush & Stumps

Hours of Operation:

Monday-Friday 8am-4pm ¢ Saturday: 8am-12pm

www.tomberkowitztruckinginc.com ¢ info@berkowitzirucking.com

ton at https://willardhouse.org.
Please indicate the donation is
for the Gow Scholarship.

Located at 11 Willard Street
in North Grafton, MA, Wil-
lard House and Clock Museum
exhibits more than 90 Willard
clocks in the birthplace and
original workshop of the Willard
clockmakers, along with family
portraits, furnishings and other
family heirlooms. The work of
all three generations of Willard
clockmakers, focusing on the
famed brothers, Simon Willard
and Aaron Willard are displayed.
The Museum tour includes the
original Willard House built in
1718, the original 1766 clock-
making workshop, and three
modern galleries.

Willard is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
Visit the Willard House and
Clock Museum website at www.

willardhouse.org
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Christmas Village delights all ages at Asa Waters Mansion

rmand White was the benevo-
Alent keeper of the Christmas

kingdom on the third floor of
the Asa Waters Mansion. White’s

late wife, Dee, collected the dozens
of themed houses, carousels,

lighthouses and figurines that are
so impressive they have earned a
permanent home in the Mansion,
in a room named for Dee White.
“I come up here and kind of
babysit it,” White said. “I let the

kids touch, I don't care. Nobody’s
going to notice.“

He invites young Aubrey to hide
a snowman and she carefully picks
out the front yard of a house to
place him.

He invites the kids to hide a
snowman and they love it, he said.
He recalls a family of brothers who
used to rush to hide a black and
white Dalmation figurine.

“They’re probably grown up
now, but I still can’t find it,” he said.

At the age of 82, White con-
tinues to cherish the event in the
historic building where he spent 27
years on a task force dedicated to
its restoration.

“This is one of the happiest days
of the year for me,” he said, adding
that the happy days don’t hap-
pen so often since his wife died.

“I get rejuvenated and I'm glad I
came. I talk to people, the kids are
so happy and it makes me happy.
Everybody needs that”

Enrollment Now Open for
Massachusetts Home Energy

Assistance

Program

Eligible Massachusetts households can now apply for financial as-
sistance for the 2024-2025 heating season

he Massachusetts Execu-
Ttive Office of Housing and

Livable Communities today
announced that the Home Energy
Assistance Program (HEAP) en-
rollment period for the 2024-2025
winter heating season will open on
October 1. This critical program
provides financial relief to eligible
households to help them pay their
winter heating bills, ensuring they
can keep their homes safe and
warm during the colder months.

HEAP is a free, statewide

resource that assists eligible rent-
ers and homeowners by paying a
portion of their winter heating bills
directly to their heating companies.
Starting Oct.1, homeowners and
renters can apply online or through
local administering agencies across
the state. The assistance period

runs from Nov. 1, 2024, to April
30, 2025. HEAP offers grants that
do not need to be repaid; however,
households must meet specific
eligibility requirements to qualify.

“No resident should have to
worry about heating their home
during the winter,” said Secretary
of Housing and Livable Communi-
ties Ed Augustus. “With high costs
continuing to strain household
finances, the Home Energy Assis-
tance Program is more critical than
ever. We urge anyone in need of
heating assistance to explore their
eligibility by applying online or
visiting the nearest administering
agency. Please share this valuable
information with loved ones or
neighbors who could benefit from
this support during the colder
months”

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil (intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how
impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving
please the Heart of God.

Prayer

Believer

Eligibility is determined by
several factors, including house-
hold size and the combined gross
annual income of residents 18 and
older. Qualifying households, in-
cluding those with the cost of heat
included in the rent, can receive
assistance for all heating sources,
including oil, electricity, natural
gas, propane, kerosene, wood and
coal. Households do not need to be
on public assistance or have unpaid
heating bills to qualify.

For more information find your
local HEAP agency.

=Economy Canvas'& Awning Co:

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and
Related Products

* Full Awning Service -
Installation, Removal & Cleaning
* Manufacture &

Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover
Repairs

Over 34 years of service
in the community

www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

508-765-5921

MASTER PLUMBER

MASTER SHEET METAL
I LIC. NO. 9216

LIC. NO. 115

ﬂ/aaeq Plumbing & Heating, Tuc.

I ' PLUMBING * HEATING + GAS FITTING ANY
BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

SENIORS |
ETERANS ,

DISCOUNT  wanpicar |

| RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL :
(508) 234-3649 E

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714
- O B S N S S S S S O e .

CABINET DEPOT

Zuality at Warelowse preices!

Call Margaret to get your
Free Measurement
Free Design & Quote

and ask how you can get
FREE GRANITE!*

*Does not include install
833 Providence Road (Rte. 122)
Whitinsville, MA
508-372-9023

(one per
household)

“I loved my
kitchen so much 4
that | remodeled

my bathroom too!” <

Exceptional Price & Great Zuality ar
CABINETDEPOT.COM SHOWROOM OUTLET
Marscott.CabinetDepot@gmail.com

JicTory  LANISGape & Masonry Materials

SUPPLY

2671 Broncos Highway,
Nasonvilie, Rl

(Former Roots & Shoots)

401-766-7333

Homeowners & Contractors Welcome!

* Bulk Loam ¢ Mulch * Stone * Compost
e Garden Fertilizers ° Controls * Repellants
* Grass Seed * Drainage Pipe ° Fire Pits
* Bluestone ¢ PA Fieldstone * Granite
* Flagstone » Cobblestone ¢ Palletized Stone
* Wood Pellets * Chimney Supplies
* Concrete & Mason Sand
Concrete & Mortar Products
* UniLock Pavers and Walls

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm * Delivery Available
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H20 Cabinetry

kitchen, bath,

and more

3 Boston Road, Sutton, MA 01590

(774) 823-0356

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN SERVICES
www.H2OKitchenBath.com ¢ H2OKitchenBath@gmail.com

BVT Regional Announces John and

Abigail Adams Scholars

he John and Abigail Adams
TScholarship is a merit-based

program that provides
tuition at a Massachusetts state
college or university. 78 Black-
stone Valley Regional Vocational
Technical High School seniors
are the proud recipients of an
Adams Scholarship. The award
allows these students an option
to further their vocational and
career training with additional
education, advanced training,
and credentials.

The first-time score on a high
school MCAS exam determines
eligibility for an Adams Scholar-
ship. Adams Scholars receive free

THOMPSON

Landscaping & Construction

CoMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
SNOW PLOWING ano SANDING

* Leaf Clean-Ups *Drainage *Land Clearing ¢ Excavation

Millbury, MA - 508-523-7790

Ebthompson36@gmail.com * Free Estimates ° Fully Insured

Congratulations, BVT Class of 2025 Adams Scholars!

tuition for up to eight semesters
of undergraduate education at a
Massachusetts public college or
university, renewable for eight
consecutive semesters or four
years. Recipients must use the
tuition credit in the first fall
semester following their high
school graduation and maintain a
GPA of 3.0 or better.

The following members of the
Class of 2025 have earned a John
and Abigail Adams Scholarship
(students are listed alphabetically
by town):

Bellingham

Kiele Sarnie, Construction
Technology.
Blackstone

Braedon Ando, Culinary Arts;

Douglas

Michaela Boulette, Biotech-
nology; Haley Chamberlain,
Cosmetology; Conner Cham-
pagne, Information Technology;
Justin Dooner, Engineering; Tyler
Grybowski, Information Technol-
ogy; Emily Muniz, Engineering;
Om Patel, Engineering; Liam
Peach, Multimedia Communica-
tions; Samantha Pinto, Health
Services; and Willow Windoloski,
Engineering.
Grafton

Audrey Bell, Engineering;
Raghav Dave, Electronics; Nora
Tadarola, Multimedia Communi-
cations; Christopher Joiner, Bio-
technology; Keyara Jones, Health
Services; Ella McCann, Advanced
Manufacturing; Owen O’Packi,

45 RIVIER S, MILUBUIRNG MEA
[Mlem,.= Sext:s [ 1400 emn = 12500 pin © Sumes [ 1500 am = D500 prn

508258lE1088
50825:8lIE08'S
508=5:81IE10/%8

Order for pickup or delivery at
RAVIOLISMILLBURY.COM

SPECHATTY Pizzas & Calzones 408

Ravioli Special Pizza
Lobster Scampi Pizza
Meaty Meat Pizza
Tuscany Pizza
Hawaiian Pizza

BBQ Chicken Pizza
Taco Pizza

Buffalo Chicken Pizza
Mona Liza Pizza Sweet & Sour Chicken
Teriyaki Chicken Pizza Cheeseburger Pizza
Quattro Formaggi Pizza chijcken Fajita Pizza

Steak Bomb Pizza Shrimp Scampi Pizza
Margherita Pizza

or Create Your Own

Pizzas & Calzones

Nathaniel Cook, Biotechnol-
ogy; and Keira Kelliher, Health
Services.

SCHOLARS

continued on page 11

Pt S ]

' '.D-ecermber ;éth-28th : ' ' =
FWINTER SPECIAL

3 months of classes, = S'r i e Y
1 class a day for 275 = /}”G(‘ Oa ”/
*once purchased this deal is __
effective lf_mmediately

o =

- ]

Chicken Broccoli Alfredo Pizza
Veggie Pigrim Pizza e
Chicken Bacon Ranch Pizza
Puttanesca Pizza

Mad Max Cordon Blue Pizz
BLT Pizza

The Spinache Pizza

The Aegean Pizza

£ Dec, 16th - Jan. 4th
kCollege Student Special
* Bring in college ID and get
= 1 month of classes
= for S95 (s30 Savings!)

15% off Hair Appointments
with Tina
10% off Skin Services
with Gina and Fabiana

g Unleash Your Inner Superwoman - Mastering Menopause
¢ with Fitness & Nutrition Coach & Menopause Coaching Specialist Julie Flaherty -
6 session workshop - come to one or come to all :
Join like minded woman looking to feel their ABSOLUTE BEST in peri-
menopause, menopause and beyond. We’'ll bring the FUN back to fitness,
address common questions, and show you how adjusting your fitness &
" nutrition can support you during this stage. Please call Studio for pricing! <

T rin T N S . EEPR T G

\ . BURGERS

"+ SEAFOOD *SOUP
" «APPETIZERS
*SALADS _

3
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Uxbridge
ity Moot o ﬂ Christmas Dinner To Go! §*
Wi Ryan, Engincering ant e Nefo Bngland Steak and Seafood

Mikaela Swanson, Biotechnology.
11 UXBRIDGE RD., MENDON, MA
Announces

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF 2024

LET US DO THE WORK FOR YOU! Boneless for your convenience.
Call 508-478-0871

Cooking fee $10 or ready to cook - your choice

Multimedia Communications;
Brodie Remillard, Electronics;
Joshua Siefert, Engineering;
Carly Simpson, Health Services;
and Daniel Warfield, Electronics.
Hopedale

Kallie Allen, Biotechnology;
Nathaniel Allen, Information
Technology; Anthony Buc-
chino, Engineering; Eric Deppe,
Engineering; Connor Griffin,

About Blackstone Valley Re-
gional Vocational Technical High
School (BVT):

Blackstone Valley Regional
Vocational Technical High School
serves the towns of Bellingham,
Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton,
Hopedale, Mendon, Milford, Mill-

bury, Millville, Northbridge, Sut-
Electrical; Gabriella Griffin, t;lr:yUptlot\lll aid S)r(briigegeLocl;ted Full Boneless Half Boneless PUI’T]E[:))(III’E]ABSI’eOd
Health Services; Riley Jackson, 1. b heart of the Blackstone Val- PRIME RIB 0 PRIME RIB | si6%do
Information Technology; Jacob 1 itive 1 . Cinnamon Rolls
Noble. Eneineerine: Declan ey, BVT creates a positive learning Feeds 14 people Feeds 7 people $16.99 doz
> B8 & community that prepares students With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus ’ )

Reilly, Information Technol-
ogy; and Christopher Russell,
Biotechnology.
Milford

Nicolas Alvarez-Benincasa,
Construction Technology; Lacey
Coffman, Multimedia Com-
munications; Gregory D’Orazio, .
Advanced Manufacturing;
Adriana Hawkins, Culinary Arts;
Matthew Hunter, Biotechnology;
Charbel Jebara, Electronics; Ryan 'e ep
McGuire, HVAC/R; Jack Nevens,

| *\/.Varm This Holiday Seaso 1 o
Information Technology; and =
oy CalliSochia For Your Qil and Propane Nee s’

Wyatt Darrell, Engineering;
Mason Diosomito, Engineer-
ing; Joshua Gould, Information
Technology; Jayden Quang, En-
gineering; and Luke Rutkiewicz,
Engineering
Millville

Julia Trujillo, Health Service
Northbridge

Ava Bates, Cosmetology; 9
Steven Caya, Engineering; Sosie
DerKosrofian, Health Services;
Zabel DerKosrofian, Information

Technology; Conner Gomez, En-
gineering; Mara Keane, Electron-

OIL & GAS
Haley Marston, Dental Assisting;

Markas Petone, Health Services;
and Alexa Seward, Engineering.

S
u;:‘f,f:ey Brooks, Electron- @ @ﬁl:l @ E)D[[l[m':bﬁu
ics; Emma Cliadakis, Culinary -
Arts; Colton Corash, Electron- @ P re pa n e @ A rr’ c.um.m n]@

ics; Morgan Gervais, Advanced
Manufacturing; Benjamin Hicks, ‘“ I:H:lm
Electronics; William Kelly, Con- @ Ke r@‘se n e @ G as eat

struction Technology; Caroline

o womsin wnor | Contact Us Now To Help Take The Chill Away!
pton

Samantha Carroll, Informa- 13 COOk st_’ DougIaS, MA 01516

tion Technology; Kylie French,

Painting & Design; Cassidy info@sochiaoil.com

Lyon, Health Services; Harmony

Melendez-Torres, Biotechnol- 508'476'2278

ogy; Ryan Poirier, Advanced
Manufacturing; and John Simas, PROUD TO BE LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Electronics.

for personal and professional suc- and Dessert Dessert Onion Rolls

FULL RIB $499.99 HALF RIB $259.99 $16.99 doz.

cess in an internationally com-

petitive society through a fusion of
rigorous vocational, technical, and ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY DEC. 22ND AND PICKED UP ON DEC. 24TH BETWEEN 1PM & 3PM
INCLUDES - PRIME RIB COOKED OR UNCOOKED, MASHED POTATOES, AU JUS AND DESSERT. - NOTE PLEASE ORDER EARLY!!!

academic skills.
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BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

known to have lots of friends.

Luke Valentino is no excep-
tion. Intelligent and social, he
craved interaction at an early age.
Hed sit in the front yard, a live
teddy bear, and watch the big dogs
stroll by. “You look like my biologi-
cal mother. Sort of. Want to come
over?”

I imagined how difficult it must
have been for Luke to leave his
litter mates—to then sense that
something was missing. His new
bed smelled of lavender. His new
home had comfy rugs. His new
parents had gentle voices and soft
hands. Still, something wasn't
right. He nuzzled his blankets and
whimpered. “Where are my sisters
and brothers? I'm lonely!”

My heart broke.

Our plan was to house two pups
following Lincoln’s passing. I even
wrote a story titled “Two in the
Queue”” I wanted to double the dog
fun. Then something changed. I
blame a 2 am. incident that hap-
pened in the backyard during an
icy March night. Luke zoomed
away from me to steal another
piece of mulch. I lunged for him
and ended up pulling a groin
muscle. I hobbled back inside with
a sore crotch and naughty pup.
Something inside me stirred. I was
too old for two pups. On the bright
side, memories of Luke’s siblings
began to fade. Crocuses bloomed.
Luke lifted his leg to pee over them
and mark his territory. “Luke was
here” The grass truly was greener
at his new home—especially where

The Golden Retriever is a breed

154 Riverlin St.
Millbury, MA 01527
BarkNBubblesMillbury.com

508-865-8155

Luke’s Friends

he watered it!

My pup may not have a sibling
(yet) but he certainly has a lot of
friends, credit to watching and
studying them as a puppy. As
though humbled by their greatness,
hed lie down and wait for them
to respond to his request to meet
and greet. “Are you my biological
mother? I was separated from my
parents at birth”

Weeks turned into months and
Luke’s skin wizened to the unkind
laws of the jungle.

We learned that not all dogs are
friendly, and many are reactive. A
silver lab once lunged for his soft,
puppy ear during a dog-walk and
nose-to-nose greeting. “YOWZA!
THAT HURT!” The owner, apolo-
getic, explained that his dog, a res-
cue, had not been socialized. I took
him to the dog park when he was
about six months old. The decision
led to more trauma. “Come on,
triangle-eared dude! Let’s play!” In-
nocent and immature, Luke barked
in the face of a German Shepherd
that was not into playful puppies.
A wrestling match ensued. Things
went from bad to worse until I
found myself prying the shepherd’s
mouth from my pup’s neck. Thank
goodness for Luke’s fluft! Theld
my emotions together to break
up the dog fight, then teared up
in the car. “I'm sorry, Luke. That
was not okay.” He popped his head
from the sunroof of his dog crate
and smiled. “I'm over it, Momma.”
I was soon to learn that Luke
was not over it. In fact, the attack
would leave a scar on his heart and
mind.

Two years flew by. A dog walker
casually strolled by our front
yard with her muzzled German
Shepherd, who happened to be
new to the neighborhood. Luke
darted across the yard after her.
“You're not going to hurt me or my

LIVING WITH LUKE

family, and you will not set foot on
my grass!” He barked and snarled
and showed his teeth. In his mind’s
eye, this was the dog who had
nearly killed him. I intervened
immediately. “T'm so sorry” My
heart went out to the dog walker. I
knew exactly how she felt. We do
our best to domesticate our dogs,
but sometimes their primal colors
emerge. A dog is still a dog. Luke
instinctively knew to protect his
family from a dog he perceived
to be a threat. Thereafter, I hired
a dog trainer and learned how
to best deal with Luke’s trauma.
Now I'm more selective about who
Luke will socialize with. I offer
him scheduled playdates with dogs
whose parents are my friends.

His besties, listed alphabetically,
have captured both our hearts.

HAVEN
Haven is a feisty, little English
Cream with a surprisingly big ap-

petite for wrestling big dogs. The
first time she met Luke, she sub-
mitted with grace, slowing crouch-
ing to the ground to lie down.

“I'm okay. I won't hurt you. I just
want to play rough.” She yielded

to a downward dog pose that Luke
couldn’t resist. “Bring it on” The
two dogs chased and nipped, gal-

loped and whipped, flopped and
flipped like a pair of dogs from

a Dr. Seuss book. Haven’s speed
and agility complements Luke’s
defensive bear hugs. If given the
opportunity, he'll hold her in place
until she springs from his clutch
for another round of Chase. Luke
and Haven are a pair of opposites,
attracted by a love for play

KODA

Koda is an adorable husky, most
likely to be found buried at the
bottom of a leaf pile. Nothing quite

compares to the sight of a soft-
faced husky who has just plunged
headfirst into a pile of leaves to
track the delicious scent of a var-
mint. Koda is a member of Luke’s
morning Dog Walking group
(there are six dogs in all) and one
of his more peppery friends. “You
are one crazy girl, but I love ya to
pieces” The two dogs often share
quick play sessions on my front
lawn.

NESSIE

Nessie is a sassy and strong
Viszla (a mix-breed) rescued from
South Carolina. The two friends
met on the street and forged an
interesting relationship. “Excuse
me. I'm not sure about you.”
Anxious and sensitive, Nessie set
boundaries early on with a dog
who appeared harmless, but one
never knows. Better safe than sorry
is Nessie’s mantra. Luke behaved
charmingly, sitting like a gentle-
man and allowing her to decide
how much attention shed like from
him. He’s long since ended up win-
ning her heart over. The two share
robust playdates in her spacious
fenced-in yard. “Luke’s over! Luke’s
over! Luke’s over!” I pull up in her
driveway and Nessie’s hollers flood
our car. Luke fidgets and whines

amyleclaire@hotmail.com

from his dog crate in the trunk.
“Hurry up, Momma! Nessie needs
me!” I park, activate the lift of the
hatch, and circle around to unzip
him. He soars like Superman from
the back of my car, dashes to the
edge of Nessie’s wrought iron gate,
and stares into her hazel eyes. “Let
me in, Nessie”

0BI

Obi is Luke’s favorite pillow
thrashing, body slamming, stuffed
animal mangling Labrador buddy.

Luke and Obi have shared an af-

fectionately aggressive relationship
for years. Obi loves to tease Luke
with beloved toys and play Keep
Away. “Give me back my lamb,
Obi!!!” Luke barks like a seal in
the poor dog’s face. Obi, laid-back
and resilient, shakes it off. “I'm not
finished with it yet, Luke” Did I
mention Obi also has a lake house,
and a boat?

ROCCO

Luke’s friendship with Rocco
emerged slowly yet assuredly.
Rocco was the new pup who took
the place of Luke’s sweet, Golden
friend Bruno, who passed away last
December at the age of ten. Upon
entering a home that no longer
included his buddy, Luke was
confused. He ignored the new pup
completely and searched the floors.
“Where’ s Bruno? I smell him, but
I can’t find him. Whered he go?”
He sniffed Bruno’s bed while we

LUKE

continued on page 13



hen you’re ready to move,
figuring out what to do
with your house is a big

decision Today, more homeown-
ers are considering renting their
home instead of selling it. Recent
data from Zillow shows about
two-thirds (66 percent) of sellers
thought about renting their home
before
listing,
with
nearly a
third (28
percent)
taking
that pos-
sibility
seriously.
Com-
pared

to 2021,
when

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

fewer than half (47 percent) of
homeowners considered renting
before selling, it’s clear this trend
is on the rise.

So, should you sell your house
and use the money toward your
next home or keep it as a rental
to build long-term wealth? Let’s
walk through some important
questions to help you determine
the right path for your financial
and lifestyle goals.

Is your house a good fit for
renting? Before you decide what
to do, it’s important to think
about if it would make a good
rental in the first place. For in-
stance, if you’re moving far away,
managing ongoing maintenance
could be difficult. Other factors
to consider are if your neighbor-
hood is ideal for rentals and if
your house needs significant re-
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Should you sell your house or rent it out?

pairs before it’s ready for tenants.
If any of these situations sound
familiar, selling might be a more
practical choice.

Are you ready for the realities
of being a landlord? Managing
a rental property involves more
than collecting monthly rent.
It's a commitment that can be
time-consuming and challeng-
ing. For example, you may get
maintenance calls at all hours
of the day or find damage that
needs to be repaired before a new
tenant moves in. There’s also the
risk of tenants missing payments,
not taking care of your property
or breaking their lease, which can
add unexpected stress and finan-
cial strain. Landlords have to fix
things like broken pipes, tem-
peramental HVAC systems, and
structural damage, among other

LUKE

continued from page 12

all held back tears. Mesmerized by
the leonine Golden, Rocco stared
longingly at Luke and waited to be
noticed. “Hi. My name is Rocco. I
sometimes get into mischief, but
I'm a good boy, too.” Luke has since
adjusted to his favorite Golden
Family home and warmed up to a
patient pup named Rocco.

ROSIE

These two friends, Golden and

Doodle, have been partners in
crime for a few years now. “Hi
Rosie. Can you come over to play?”
Luke charms her from the front

step while she strolls on past, her
neck craned back to him while she
stammers forward on the leash.

“I. Have. To. Go. For. A Walk.
Now. Luke.” She fights her Dog
Momma until a verdict is made.

“Hah!” She’s unleashed. Rosie bolts
like lightning towards Luke. He
concentrates on his friend with
stoic obsession, and remains aloof
to her sudden presence, as though
he’s not interested. Then the two
rumble and reveal their personali-
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ties. Rosie, svelte and agile, gallops
gracefully around the yard. Luke,
a defensive back, body slams her
to imitate a wrestling match. Rosie
and Luke are a match made on
Wildflower Drive.

Write to Amy at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Visit Luke @livingwithlukevalen-
tino on IG

essential repairs. If you don’t have
a few thousand dollars on hand
to take care of these repairs, you
could end up in a bind.

Do you understand the costs?
If you're considering renting
primarily for passive income,
remember, there are additional
costs you should anticipate. You
still need to pay your mortgage
and property taxes, even if the
rent doesn’t cover all of it.

Insurance, landlord insurance
typically costs about 25 percent
more than regular home insur-
ance, and it’s necessary to cover
damages and injuries.

Maintenance and repairs, plan
to spend at least 1 percent of the
home’s value annually, more if
the house is older.

Finding a Tenant: This involves
advertising costs and potentially

paying for background checks.
Vacancies, if the property sits
empty between tenants, you'll
lose rental income and have to
cover the cost of the mortgage
until you find a new tenant.

Management and HOA fees,
a property manager can ease the
burden, but typically charges
about 10 percent of the rent.
HOA fees are an additional cost
too, if applicable.

To sum it all up, selling or
renting out your home is a
personal decision. Make sure to
weigh the pros and cons carefully
and consult with profession-
als like those at The Marzeotti
Group or another trusted real
estate professional so you feel
supported and informed as you
make your decision.

el
LAMACCHIA

REALTY

Mark Marzeottl

REALT

Marzeotti Group
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(617) 519-1871
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The Crying Rocks

John Onion and The Devil

BY THOMAS DAGOSTINO

t the edge of Cedar Swamp
A in Charlestown, Rhode

Island, just north of the
old Narragansett Indian school-
house sits an outcropping of
rocks called The Crying Rocks.
The rocks are also located near
School House Pond where a
Narragansett boy named John
Onion once challenged the
devil. Both legends presented
here are from our latest book,
Ghost of King Philip’s War.

According to Narragansett
legend, the woods are so evil

*Carpet ¢Linoleum ¢Repairs
*L.V.P. Planks ¢Restretch ¢Installs
*Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATTES

that according to Jeff Belanger
and Ray Auger from their
podcast New England Legends,
“nature herself recoils in fear.”
The evil that once took place

at the rocks still reverberates

to this day and the flora be-

low sometimes oozes with the
crimson red blood of those who
met their fate at the base of the

outcropping.

The rocks are about a quar-
ter mile past the old Narragan-
sett church. It is there that the
sounds of babies crying echoes
through the woods. A Narra-
gansett named John Paul once

told Colonial Minister, Ezra
Stiles of the terrible fate that
befell many infants at the rocks.
Children born out of wedlock or
those born with an infliction, or
became infirm were brought to
the rocks and either left there to
perish or thrown over the edge.

Times were different and the
constant movement of the tribe
to summer camps and winter
camps, along with hunting, wars
and other vigorous living, creat-
ed little room for any weakness.
Those who were thought to be
frail and useless through severe
birth defects or illness were left
at the rocks. It is said that at
one time a mass of tiny skeletal
bones could be seen gleaming
in the sun below the ledge. The
bones may be long gone, but the
spirits of the children still linger
about the rocks.

People wandering by the
rocks get an uneasy feeling or
hear the sounds of babies crying.
If one should dare venture out
between the dark hours of 2 to
3 am, they may hear the rest-

less spirits at their most active
moments.

Just a short distance from
The Crying Rocks in Charles-
town, Rhode Island is School-
house Pond. The pond is
frequented by locals who enjoy
its beauty year-round. There is
a darker side of the pond that
is told by locals and old timers.
The legend is of a Narragansett
named John Onion.

John was a strong and brave
Narragansett lad who was fond
of visiting the pond, especially
in winter when the frozen sur-
face afforded him the pleasure of
skating. John was fast on skates
and always found the opportuni-
ty to challenge anyone who was
there to a race. The result was
always the same; John would
out skate his opponent by a long
shot. The other kids often tried
to race John, but were no match
for his strength and endurance
on the ice. One evening, as the
sun began to sink low in the
Winter sky, John, in his confi-
dence of his ability yelled out

to his friends, who had long
packed their skates and were
leaving the shore for home, “I
can never be beat on skates. In
fact, I could out skate the devil!”

John continued skating and
suddenly, from behind, he heard
another set of skates. He turned
around to see who was so close
behind him but saw no one.
John began skating faster and
faster but the sound of some-
one else on skates stayed right
on his tail. Suddenly, he saw a
dark figure closing in on him.
No matter how fast he tried to
skate, the figure kept gaining,
skating faster and faster. John
then remembered his words
and in fear, rushed as fast as he
could toward the shore where, in
haste, never removed his skates,
but instead ran all the way home
with them still attached.

John never again dared to
challenge anyone, especially the
devil, to a skating match.
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BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

amryn Kinne is a two-sport
Cathlete at Sutton High School
participating in field hockey
and basketball. Over her four-year
career on two rosters with the
Suzies she has made seven trips
to the State Tournament compil-
ing an overall record of 13-7 (10-4
with the field hockey team in
four appearance and 3-3 with the
basketball team over the last three
seasons).

During that time Kinne has
seen the field hockey team go to
the Final 4 the past two seasons,
while the basketball team was a
Final 4 participant two years ago.
Last winter the hoop team, which
was seeded eighth, was upset by
the number 25 seed Hampshire
Regional 40-39 in the first round.
Kinne has also been on undefeated
regular season teams with both
sports.

Although the Sutton field hock-
ey team has been able to go deeper
into the State Tournaments, it’s the
sport of basketball Kinne loves the
most. In fact, she has already com-
mitted to play basketball at Stevens
Institute of Technology (SIT) in
Hoboken, New Jersey, a Division
3 school that plays in the Middle
Atlantic Conference. She plans to
major in Business Marketing.

SIT was the first to offer the
Sutton resident a scholarship; she
continued talking to other schools
but eventually decided that it was
the best place for her.

“I did a lot of research and found
that they were one of the best
academic schools, not to men-
tion they were successful on the
basketball court,” Kinne said. “The
school is well positioned to New
York, where I want to be in life (in
terms of internships and lots of job
availability)”

Sutton girls basketball coach
John Doldoorian doesn’t see any
problem with Kinne playing on the
collegiate level, especially with the
senior’s outgoing personality. He

Camryn Kinne of the Sutton Suzies.

also believes that she is a natural
and would have been fine no mat-
ter where she choose to continue to
play basketball.

While she has been playing both
sports since a young age, it has
always been basketball that held a
place in her heart. Playing for the
Sutton town recreational league,
it was her father who not only got
her into the sport, but was her
coach for those early years.
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Two Sport Athlete on the Field and Parquet

“I just got used to him being the
coach and was comfortable with
him there. He was someone that I
trusted,” she said. “As I got older, I
knew that I needed to branch out,

but he was super helpful with my
career.

While playing for the town
team, she realized that she was a
rather decent player on the court
and when she had an early growth
spurt she found herself to be taller
than most of the other girls and
was positioned under the net.
Eventually everyone else caught up
to her in size and now she consid-
ers herself average height.

NEED THAT PERFECT,
LAST MINUTE GIFT?
WE CAN HELP YOU!

Visit us in person or browse our
online offerings and you will find

great local, handcrafted,
one-of-a-kind gifts.

Sign up to take a knitting,

“At my height now, I play wing
or small forward and can shoot
the three,” Kinne said. “I've always
been a decent shooter and three-
point shooting is one of my best
traits now, but it was something
that I needed to work on to get
my percentage up, especially if I
wanted to get onto the court as a
freshman.”

As a freshman playing for the
varsity team, Kinne did not think
that she was one of the most skilled
athletes on the floor, but she knew
that she could shoot the ball with
the best of them. That ability got
her onto the floor and her defense
and fundamentals kept her there.

Here coach definitely agreed
with her assessment.

“She has always been a good
shooter and has been able to
progress to an even better shooter
through the years,” the Sutton
Coach said. “When she was young-
er she watched and took it in, now
she is a very passionate young lady
with years of experience under her
belt”

Freshman Kinne originally
found herself coming off the
bench, but when the team sus-
tained some injuries she became

a starter by default. Although she
knew that she belonged on the
floor with the other girls, she still
felt guilty being a freshman.

“That year there were two other
freshman on the team and I was
the only one getting the looks and I
felt out of place,” she said. “I know
the coaches and my teammates
had confidence in my ability but
I definitely felt guilty at times. It
must have been hard for them; I'm
just lucky they weren’t jealous.”

According to the coach, al-
though Kinne is a very talented
individual, she does have one
major flaw.

“She is way too hard on herself
and wants to excel at all times
while staying perfect on the court,’
Doldoorian said. “She can read the
defenses well and has made herself
into an inside shooter as well, but
I have to keep telling her to not
worry about being perfect all the
time.”

The senior knows that she has
always been a perfectionist in just
about everything that she does, but
she has been working on it so that

SPORTS

continued on page 17

the benefits.

High-yield. High-tech.
High-satisfaction.

Checking with all

N

\‘\

115

2.99%"""

Open an account
online at unibank.com
or visit any UniBank
branch!

e by UniBank Checking

2.99 %"
-1.20%""

:11|:?h022 B;'g%%eos when minimum
: requirements are
$15,000 and above ’

Basic Rate of
Interest

0.01%"""

On entire balance

not met

UNIBANK

www.unibank.com
800.578.4270

[ ™y crochet, or felting class, & give
CRAFTWORKS yourself the gift of learning.

Q@IFTSE = YARNS - CLASSES

MENTION THIS
AD FOR $10 OFF

ON ANY PURCHASE

e pet costomar

MEMBER FDIC 'Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) effective as of 11/1/2024 and subject to

*fmm - change at any time after the account is open. The interest rate and annual percentage yield

for your account depend upon the applicable rate tier. The interest rate and annual percentage yield

for these tiers may change. The APY range assumes a maximum deposit of $50,000 for illustration
purposes only. Fees may reduce earnings. The account does not have a maximum deposit limit.

Refund of domestic ATM surcharge transaction fees are capped at $25.00 per statement cycle.

Non-UniBank ATM Surcharges are those fees charged by the bank that owns the non-UniBank

ATM used. If the eligibility requirements are not met the account will earn a lower interest rate and

corresponding APY and will not be eligible for refund of ATM surcharge transaction fees. Minimum

balance of $10 to open the account. Limit one account per customer holding position of primary
account holder. Other restrictions may apply.

* In order to be eligible for the disclosed Tier | and Tier Il interest rate, Annual Percentage Yield
(APY), and refund of domestic ATM Surcharges the following conditions must be met in a given
statement cycle.

» A minimum of 8 posted and settled debit card purchase transactions during the statement cycle.
Not all purchase transactions post or settle on the day they occur.

« Active enrollment in e-statements - you must sign into your online banking account at least once
every 12 months to keep enroliment active.



16 The Blackstone Valley Xpress « www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com « December 20,2024

THE CAR DOCTOR jpaul@aaanortheast.com

Beware the Self-Fix for
Check Engine Light

Professional Car Cleaning
Motorcycles & Boats

WINGTHERYISTHERE!
Comelin}INow/

C
CGirdlCertificatesiforthelriolidays!

2118 Worcester St., N. Grafton
774-21(2-0815

www:catacchioautodetail:com

AUTO
DETAIL

KBARNS)

COLLISION__ Zepacr

FREE ESTIMATES » QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA*508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www. kearnscollision.com

Proudly Senving Worcester County for ¢ Generations!

o i
pée i, .. 110 Linwood Ave
{‘0: = ‘

3 7 Whitinsville, MA
Crethers “[cney

(508) 234-9442
Wiiitinsuille, TH 4

HOURS
NEW EXPANSION OF 7 SERVICE BAYS!!!

Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm;
Sat. 7am-Noon;
Closed Sundays

53 All Major Tire Brands

% Diagnostics

7% AC Recharge

% Scheduled Maintenance
Programs

53 Full Automotive
Repairs

7% 4-Wheel Alignment

58 Timing Belts

2 Diesel Repair

&P -2 i

WWW.CROTHERSTIRE.COM

¢ Chip & Crack Repair
* Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

What do you think about
disconnecting the negative
@ side cable of battery for 10

seconds on 2017 Mazda CX-5? I
want to reset the dash and get rid
of the check engine light. Do all
the other functions the computer
controls stay set?

Disconnecting the battery
will clear the check engine
@light, but it will not fix the

problem that turned on the light
initially. Disconnecting the battery
will typically clear memory items
such as the radio presets, seat
memory and the clock. It would
be better to scan the computer for
fault codes, repair the issue and
then electronically clear the code.
If the check engine light comes
back on you still have more work
to do.

Years ago, I was involved
in an accident because the
@ oncoming driver had no

lights on. Today’s cars have an
auto setting on the light switch
and the sensor activates the lights
when dark enough. Unfortunately,
I still see so many drivers not using
this function and driving without
lights. It’s obviously dangerous. I
suspect that the instrument cluster
lights are illuminated, maybe giv-
ing the driver a sense the lights are
on. Would you know if AAA or
other driver safety organizations
addressing this?

As alead instructor for
A AAA’s Defensive driver
@ classes I would remind
students of this issue of this all the
time. This is especially true in your
household has more than one car
and one does not have automatic

headlights. (This is the case in our
household.) Also, periodically I

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

try to address the'issue on my Car
Doctor columns. Too often people
get fooled into thing their head-
lights are on, but it is only the day-
time running lights. Nearly every
state has some variation of a law
that requires headlights on one half
hour after sunset to sunrise. This
also includes during rain and when
visibility is less than 1,000 feet.

I own a 2020 Cadillac CT5
Sedan and it is a “Certified
@ Pre-Owned” (CPO) vehicle.

The car was used by the Cadillac
Motor Company Northeast Zone
Manager prior to my purchase.
The car just turned 14,000 miles
and I am truly pleased with the
vehicle; and T have access to a
nearby Cadillac Dealer that I have
used for service with other Cadil-
lacs that I have owned. The CPO
runs out the end of next month
and I went ahead and purchased
an extended warranty through the
Finance Manager at the nearby
dealership. Then I just read that
you do not endorse the purchase of
an extended warranty! Did I make
a mistake?

No mistake, a car like

A yours with many high-tech

@ features is a very good can-
didate for an extended warranty.
The dealer/manufacturer’s and
(self-promotion) AAA’s warranty
are the only ones I would recom-
mend. In my 40 years at AAA 1
have seen so many of the television
and now internet warranty com-
panies come and go. In many cases
the consumer is left with nothing
but an expensive piece of paper.
You did the right thing.

I had been using Invisible
Glass and found that lately
@it wasn't as effective as it

used to be. You suggested another
brand which I tried and found to
also be not as effective as I would
have liked. Today I tried Invisible
Glass-Glass Stripper. It says to use
it to prepare your windshield for
something else like Rain-X. Itis a
very mild abrasive mixture. I have
to admit, it did a great job on both

the inside and
outside of my
windshield.
Now I don’t
know if you
are supposed
to use it on
the inside

but I did. ’'m
hoping there
are no bad reactions to its use both
inside and out, time will tell. T will
say this. There is going to be some
serious swearing when that first
bug hits my windshield.

BY JOHN PAUL

I have not seen the Invis-

A ible Glass, Glass Stripper

@ product, but will look for it
the next time I am at the store. No
one is fussier than my wife when it
comes to clean car windows. I typi-
cally use Sprayway window cleaner
and recently discovered Scott Shop
paper towels for glass. This heavy
duty (and a bit pricey) paper towels
do a nice job. When the windows

are clean, I still go over them with
a new microfiber towel.

I wish to replace my six-
year-old car battery (no
@ problems yet, just age).

Can I install a replacement myself
without disturbing any electronics.
Disconnect the negative terminal
first then proceed with the positive.
Just reverse procedure installing
new replacement?

In most cars yes, you can

A install a new battery with

@ no issues. Yes the clock, ra-
dio presets and memory functions
will need to be reset. Some vehicle
have anti-theft radios, you will
need a radio code. With some cars
the computer will need to relearn a
few basics. This is usually nothing
more than the engine may start
and stall a couple of times after the
battery is installed. Some European
cars will need the battery/charging
system reset or registered. The car
will run fine but the car needs to
know it has a new battery. At AAA
when we change a battery, we use
a memory saver, just to eliminate
issues.
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Sutton Chain of Lights Shines in the Snow

he Sutton Chain of Lights
Tholiday celebration led the

regional celebrations on Sat-
urday, December 7 with a host of
activities across town, all conve-
niently connected by trolleys.

Caroling at the Gazebo was a

highlight and was especially beau-
tiful this year with its sparkling
dusting of snow.

Kids enjoyed a holiday story
time at the library while cous-
ins Paitlyn and Natalie busied
themselves decorating dinosaur
ornaments, part of the dino-twist

the Children’s Room added to this

year’s Chain of Lights. (There was

also a T-Rex roaming the stacks).
At the First Congregational

Church there were refreshments

and plenty of craft items for sale
including Christmas decorations,
jewelry and knitted items. Cub
Scout Pack 243 where Cub Scout
Evan Foster and his dad Ian sold
candy bars.

Upstairs in the sanctuary, a
Creche or manger scene was
arranged so that children could
handle the figures while the story
of the Nativity was read to them.

SPORTS

continued from page 15

it doesn’t get into her head and
affect her game.

“No one wants to do poorly and
when I used to make mistakes I let
it get to me and it wouldn’t help
my game,” she said. “I had to learn
to just let it go; it’s part of the sport
and no one is perfect — includ-
ing me. I can now play freely and
without pressure on myself so my
game is much better”

Her sophomore season has been
her best by far. It was a season that
almost wasn't until the team was
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granted an eighth-grade waiver to
have enough girls to play. Kinne
and her Sutton teammates were
not expecting a trip to the Final
4 that year by any stretch of the
imagination, but it will be one that
lives in their memories forever.

However, that season is two
years removed and the senior is
hoping that she can help guide
this year’s team to an even better
performance in the State Tourna-
ment. As the team’s only senior and
leader she wants to not only hold
herself accountable on and off the
court she wants the younger girls
looking to her for guidance.

“I'm hoping that we can have a

ONC

great year; obviously it’s my final
ride with the team so I want to go
out and do the best that I possibly
can whether it's improving my
scoring or any other stat to help

this team win,” Kinne said. “I need
to focus and be there for the rest of

the team.”

Doldoorian sees no issue with
his senior being the one the girls
turn to. Last year he saw her con-
nect with the handful of fresh-
man that were on the team and
knows that they are comfortable
approaching her. Now he’s hoping
that she can help this team to be
successful and go out on top.

OPEN YEAR ROUND

RETE, LLC

Custom Concrete - Metered Pours

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?

* Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
* Less Expensive than mixing it by hand

* Custom Mix / Pour on the job site

* Cost Effective  No Waste

*1 Yard Minimum

* Winter rates in effect

Call to schedule your pour today

908-770-1200

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

GnmﬁToGruspGnthhmEomOur m Craftsmen!

U-KNIGHTED

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

" a

[Pip EBIAUSTEE Repalr

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge Same Day Service
on most repairs

508-526-3169

mjExhausti&IB
ﬁ@jm o iﬂ;@s mhanges

Engflir;@
¥BrakesidConyertersiWelding{&]FabricationfServices]

Call
Tiago

MOURA
Painting & Carpentry » Power Washing

Deck Refinishing « Exterior & Interior
FULLY INSURED

f@

VAaLLEY GASOLINE /
Zrus GARAGE

Complete Auto, Truck & Motorcycle Repair

DAYS
AWEEK

INSPECTIONS
AVAILABLE

T DAYS A WEEK
MON.FRL TAN-6:30PM
SAT. TAM-5PM
SUN. §:30AM-4PM

*Tire Special -
Call for quote and we
will beat any written repair
facility quote by 10%

Foreign &
Domestic
Car Sales

*Repair Work Special -
We will beat any written repair

rs 0
facility quote by 10% U-Haul

Rentals

194 CHURCH STREET
WHITINSVILLE, MA

508-266-7220

Vehicle &
Motoxcycle
Inspections
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1
The Tittle Coffee Bean
| Visit Our New Sutton Location! [

NEW
. LocA-"O\'\
I\ 1)
Z sp€EC!

&

I 160 Worcester-Providence Turnpike, 113 Main St, Upton, MA I
Sutton, MA ¢ (508) 917-8080 (508) 529-2161
I I I BN N B B . ‘

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type
items are welcome for inclusion in the
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time
for publication. Email your calendar or
event notice to news@theyankeexpress.
com.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20

- The Webster Senior Center will hold its
annual Christmas party for Webster se-
niors at 12 p.m., 5 Church Street. Catered

Comtsigr,

o]
arage-Doors
[y
I g

rr
I~ e rrr
I~ | mg e ] [
| L | e |

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and
Electric Openers
- Commercial and Residential -

Sales ¢ Service ° Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

';_'
—
—

|

|
|
|
|

.= ___to choose from.

Visit our display by appointment =

~
e
-

NEW YEAR’S EVE
TATIQI/ )

Dinner and party tickets
and party only tickets available

DECEMBER 31
SUNDAY BRUNCH OUR

-

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

WORLD GONE CRAZY:
NEW ENGLAND'S
PREMIERE COMEDY
BAND

FEBRUARY |

FOR MENUS, RESERVATIONS, TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE *+ 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

TeeeERORERERETR
ELVIS PRESLEY'S
T

WITH
AMAKD WINKING
TRIBUTE ARTIST
DAN FONTAINE!

B =

i

JANUARY 18

RED SOLO CUP:
ATRIBUTETO
THE LEGENDARY
TOBY KEITH
FEBRUARY 22

BELOW DECK BAND:
ATRIBUTE TO
YACHT ROCK
MARCH |

PRIME RIB WEDNESDAYS

120Z PLUS TWO SIDES
Vil &

—_— 9 ~
STARTING AT 4PM « LIMITED TIME OFFER
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST * DINE-IN ONLY

luncheon by Mac’s and live music by Steve
Lyons. Contact the Senior Center for your
ticket, 508-949-3845.

« The Birch Alley Brass Ensemble will pres-
ent a concert at Valley Chapel in Uxbridge
on Friday, December 20th at 7 PM. The
brass ensemble, directed by William
Moffett, is made up of 35 student and
professional musicians from area towns
including Uxbridge, Northbridge, Upton,
Hopedale,

Mendon and Milford. This concert will
feature Christmas music from around the
world and is free and open to the public.
This will be the 13th annual performance.
The concert is funded in part by the
Uxbridge, Milford and Hopedale Cultural
Coundils.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21

« Celebrate the Winter Solstice with
“Christmas in New England,” hosted by the
Grass Roots Coffeehouse and the Rockdale
Congregational Church. “Christmas in New
England”has been performing concerts
for over 20 years, at RCC since 2007. Karen
Wilber, Amy Gallatin, Roger Williams, JD
Williams, Dave Orlomoski, Krissy & Bob
Dick will present a night of traditional,
contemporary, original Christmas and
Holiday/Seasonal songs.

The concert will take place in sanctuary
of the Rockdale Cong. Church, 42 Fowler
Road, Northbridge, MA. Prior to the show,
come have a bowl of soup or chili, and at
intermission have dessert. Proceeds go

to the Church. Also we'll have our Cookie
Walk at intermission. Buy a box for $10
and fill it up with cookies baked by the
congregation.

Admission to the show is $15 at the door
only. Doors will be open at 6:30. Seating
is at a first come/first serve basis.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27

« The Charlton Public Library and Charlton
Senior Center will host the Second Annual
New Year’s Eve Celebration for our Seniors!

Join us from 6 -8 p.m. for some light
refreshments and good conversation, and
shake a leg to the sounds of the Mason
Tyler Band! Seating is limited so advanced
registration is required. Please register

by calling the Senior Center at 508-248-
2231. Priority will be given to Charlton
residents ages 60+. Registration will open
to non-residents after Dec. 13. Charlton
Public Library is located at 40 Main Street
in Charlton, Massachusetts.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31

« Finish up 2024 at the Sutton Historical
Society signature event, the annual Last
Night Cannon Firing by our cannon crew
at the M. M. Sherman Blacksmith Shop, 6
Singletary Avenue. Arrive by 11:55 p.m. or
you will miss this unique event. All events
are free and open to members and the gen-
eral public of all ages. Information about
the Society, membership forms, and event
updates can be found at sutton1704.org.

THROUGH MONDAY, DECEMBER 30
«“Christmas by Candlelight”is a cherished
holiday tradition at Old Sturbridge Village,
welcoming thousands of new and return-
ing visitors each year.

Guests are invited to watch demonstrations
of classic Christmas projects, stroll through
the decorated Village and Christmas Tree
Trail, listen to stories and live music, taste
sweet treats, ride the horse-drawn carryall,
vote for their favorite gingerbread house,
learn about the history of holiday tradi-
tions, visit with Santa, and more. It runs
from2 -8 p.m.

New this year: embark on a musical journey
through the 19th century with “Upon a
Midnight Clear: An Acoustic New England
Christmas,” presented by ClockJack Produc-
tions.

HAPPENINGS!

continued on page 19

call 508-839-2217

B TR

Looking to go into business for yourself OR
Looking to expand your current business?

The Grafton Flea Market is an indoor/outdoor
market with hundreds of dealers and has been in
operation for over 50 years. Conveniently located at

296 Upton St., Rte. 140
on the Upton-Grafton Town Line

For more information

or visit www.graftonflea.com

——

- x
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The Very Merry Dickens Carolers brought Christmas cheer to the Samuel Slater Experience museum on December 8. The group, dressed in vintage Victorian attire, delighted the audience
with the merriment of Christmas from long ago. The program was held on Main Street, Webster as it was in the early 1900s which added to the festive holiday atmosphere.

HAPPENINGS!

continued from page 18

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4

- The Samuel Slater Experience museum

in Webster will host three-session rigid
heddle loom weaving workshop for begin-
ners from 12 — 3:30 p.m. The second and
third classes will be January 11 and 18.

A one-day rug weaving workshop for
intermediate weavers will take place on
Saturday, February 8. Local fiber artist
Sharon Geyer will lead the workshops.
Students will learn all basic weaving skills
How to create a project planning sheet to
calculate yarn requirements, how to use a
wrapping peg, how to use the direct warp-
ing method as well as weaving tips and
techniques that will lead to success. The ba-
sicworkshop is $150 with a $15 additional
charge for yarn. The fee for the rug weaving
workshop is $50. For more information,
email admin@samuelslaterexperience.

org or call 408-461-2955. Samuel Slater
Experience is located in the former National
Guard Armory at 31 Ray Street, Webster.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11

+ St. Peter’s Parish in Northbridge is holding
a Chicken Parm Dinner starting at 5:30
p.m. in the Parish Hall. Bring your family
and friends for a wonderful meal and meet
some new friends. Tickets are $17 per
dinner and include salad and dessert. To go
meals will be available for pick-up around
5 p.m. All to-go orders must be paid for

in advance. Please call the parish office

at 508-234-2156 or email: parishoffice@
stpeterrockdale.org to purchase tickets or if
you have any questions.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

«The 2025 Small Stones Festival of the
Artsis open from 12 — 5 p.m. today at the
Brigham Hill Community Barn in North
Grafton. The Festival will run through
February 2. The Barn, even in winter, is a

lovely, open locale for enjoying art. Park-
ing is plentiful and the heating system

is more than adequate to keep up with

the winter weather! With the support

of area artists and the Blackstone Valley
community we look forward to an even
more successful Festival in 2025. An awards
ceremony will be held at 2 p.m. today.
Artists’ talks will also take place at 2:30
p.m. on Saturday, January 25. The exhibit

is open at the following times. There is no
charge for admittance. Sunday, January
26:12 — 4 p.m. Tuesday, January 28: 12 -
8:p.m. Wednesday, January 29: 12— 4 p.m.
Thursday, January 30: 12 — 4 p.m. Friday,
January 31: 12 — 4 p.m. Saturday, February
3:12- 6 p.m. Sunday, February 2: 12-4
p.m. Juror Talks, 2 p.m. This is the final day
of the Exhibition for 2025.

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
« Coin Show at the VFW Post 1385. 13
Cross Road, Uxbridge. 3-7 p.m. Free
Admission, Free Appraisals

MA Certified Arborist

all Cirdle. = "eg

% TREE CARE ﬁ'
* Expert Pruning - ﬁ

* Planting/Fertilization ﬁ Nick Bristowe
*Insect & Disease Control 774-280-2281

* Tick & Mosquito Control fullcircletree@yahoo.com

Find us on:
facebook.

December 20 -

December 27 -

David Keith &
The Coalition
On The Rocks
Band

American Legion i
Chester P. Tuttle Post 279 '

88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

ALL Are
Welcome!

Membership Not Required!

Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00
Sunday: 11:30-close

Tiny
serving food Tues - Fri: 1 1:00-8:00; Sat. 4:00-8:00
=i Sun: 1:00-6:00 - Monday the kitchen only is closed

Phone: (508) 832-2701
4 _For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142
or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

Tim’s at the Tuttle

-‘.ﬂf" ot . Y

s K:tchen open16
Spec ahty Appetizers

68 Church St., Whitinsville, MA
(508) 266-0265

Store Hours: Wednesday and Thursday 10-5
Friday 10-7; Saturday 10-2

Shop our always changing
inventory

BUY]

Gold & Silver
Goins & Gurrency
Jewelry & Diamonds
Gomics & Gards

Stop by or make an appointment
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CHANGING JOBS?
DO YOU KNOW YOUR OPTIONS?

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS |

* Crown Boilers

* Williamson Furnaces o Ly Q P
* OQil Tank Installs A 3 YEAR PARTS \ B r 4
| S By Hometown -
MANUFACTURERS L
g (g WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Sell Biofuel!
Central air conditioning Which will help prevent
and ductless mini splits system breakdowns.

HELP WANTED - A plan participant leaving an employer typucally
has four options (and may engage in a
combination of these options), each choice
offers advantages and disadvantages.

Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.

* Leave the monﬁy in his/her former employer's
4 plan, if permitte
* Roll over the assets to his/her new employer’s
plan, if one is available and rollovers
Frank Randall, CEPA®, AIF®* are permitted.
Financial Advisor * Roll over to an IRA.
* Cash out the account value,
109 Elm Street

4 - Call me today for more information
Millbury, MA 01527 - :
508.581.6227 nrm schedule a consultation.

) . Heeping YouWarm & Comforiable
. 508.434.1335

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and broker/
dealer ([member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates. Hometawn

o . Financial Group and Hometown Wealth Management are not registered as a broker/dealer or Investment advisor.
A Full Sel‘Vlce O]l Company Ftegls.ere:l representatives of LPL offer products and services using Hometown Wealth Management, and may also be
. employees of Hometown Financial Group. These products and services are being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which
24-Hour Emergency Service are separate entitles from and nort affiliates of Hometown Financial Group or Hometown Wealth Management. Securities

and insurance offered thraugh LPL or its affiliates are:

. h [ k Guar ' k Deposits ar Obli : s
WWW.LMTOIL.COM « WE DO ONLINE ORDERING Mot Tnsured by FDIC o Any Other Government Agency | Mot Bank Guaranteed Mat Bank Deposits or Obligations. | May Lose Value

Print & Deliver (7@%& '3

We Print and Deliver
A IJ TO BODY

your inserts.
P e rf ect -[-' or Over 35 Years in Business ¢ I-Car Gold Certified
. On All Insurance Company Lists
B | g Eve N ts , Every Vehicle Must Pass a 25 Point Safety Inspection
Coupons,
Menus
EEEEREES  and

Morel

Victoria’s

Pizza, Kabob & Fried O
Ding in, takg-oul
Pelivery and Catering

@35 Washington Street |
Norwood, M 02062
(781) 352-4999

(781) 35

E
\SCOVER THE DEAN DIFFERENC

FREE RENTAL

For more information, or to schedule your insert, NEVER PAY FULL DEDUCTIBLE!
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784 188 Worcester St., (Rte. 122) Grafton, MA

or by email at Igleim@theyankeexpress.com o 50 8_839_9 50 8 Crictions s




