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Franklin Cheerleading Wins State,  
Regional and League Championships in Fall 2024

Franklin High School 
Cheerleading team went un-
defeated for their fall season, 
capturing a trifecta of  cham-
pionship titles at the league, 
regional and state levels.

The varsity team, with a 
12-person roster, began its se-
ries of  championship victories 
on Nov. 10, by taking down the 
Hockomock League Champi-
onship held at Franklin High 
School. The Panthers then 
went on to capture the Mas-
sachusetts School Adminis-
trators’ Association (MSAA) 
Div. 1 South Regionals held at 
Franklin High School on Nov. 
17. Finally, the Franklin High 
School Cheerleading team 
capped it off by winning the 
MSAA Div. 1 2024 Fall Cheer-
leading State Championship 
held at Worcester State Uni-
versity on Nov. 24.

The win at Worcester 
State marked the fourth state 
championship in a row for 
Franklin, spanning fall and 
winter seasons. Throughout 
its history, the Franklin High 
School Cheerleading team has 

notched 15 state championship 
titles.

“It’s been inspiring to watch 
the dedication and camarade-
rie of  this group,” said Varsity 
Cheerleading Coach Doni 
Gill, who came to Franklin in 
2017. “It’s been a very special 
and memorable season, watch-
ing them grow into champions 
together. They’ve worked so 

hard since Day 1. We’re very 
proud of  all of  the student-ath-
letes in our cheerleading pro-
gram, and we’re very happy 
to once again call them state 
champions.”

The fall 2024 Franklin High 
School varsity team included 

Hockomock Area YMCA Announces 
Free Teen Memberships for Franklin 
Residents
A Town of Franklin grant opportunity

The Hockomock Area YMCA’s 
Bernon Family Branch in Frank-
lin has received a grant from the 
Town of  Franklin to provide a free 
6-month membership to Franklin 
residents ages 13-17. These mem-
berships will be available begin-

ning in January 2025.    
Teens who fit this criteria are 

encouraged to visit the Y’s web-
site at hockymca.org/teens-join-

YMCA
continued on page 4 

CHAMPIONSHIPS
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Franklin High School’s varsity cheerleading team won the 
MSAA Div. 1 2024 Fall Cheerleading State Championship held at 
Worcester State University on Nov. 24, 2024. The win capped off 
an undefeated season for the Panthers, who also took first place at 
the Hockomock League Championship and the MSAA Div. 1 South 
Regionals. (Photo courtesy Franklin Public Schools)

Deputy Town Administrator Amy Frigulietti and CEO/Town Administrator 
Jamie Hellen of the Town of Franklin with Senior Executive Director Scott 
Martin (center) of the Hockomock Area YMCA’s Bernon Family Branch in 
Franklin.
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seniors Emma Rondeau, Ana 
Cecilia Pineda Campos, Lea Ex-
posito, Keira Owens, Jeffrey Li 
and Taylor Briggs; juniors Ariel 
Orrell, Lilah Wainwright, Cas-
sidy Stanley and Emily Bartlett; 
and sophomores Aria Nicholson 
and Ashley Rickey.

In addition to its fall 2024 
championship titles, the Frank-
lin High School Cheerleading 
team also shone at several invi-
tational competitions, winning 
first place at the King Philip In-
vitational on Nov. 3, the Sham-

rock Showdown on Oct. 27, and 
the Tri-County Invitational on 
Oct. 20.

“I would like to congratu-
late the team on a phenomenal 
season,” said Athletic Director 
Karrah Ellis. “Thank you to 
all of  the families, faculty and 
community members that have 
supported our cheerleaders and 
helped contribute to another 
successful season. I’d also like to 
give a special thanks to Coach 
Doni Gill for her dedication to 
these student-athletes and for 
her role in their accomplish-
ments. Congratulations and let’s 
go Panthers.”
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Franklin High School’s varsity cheerleading team won the Hockomock 
League Championship held at Franklin High School on Nov. 10, 2024. 
The win was part of an undefeated season for the Panthers, who also 
took first place at the MSAA Div. 1 South Regionals held at Franklin 
High School on Nov. 17, and the MSAA Div. 1 Fall Cheerleading State 
Championship held at Worcester State University on Nov. 24.  
(Photo courtesy Franklin Public Schools)
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Franklin High School Wraps 
Up Successful Fall Season, 3 
Coaches Awarded

With 460 student-athletes par-
ticipating, Franklin High School 
wrapped up its fall sports season 
with every team qualified for the 
MIAA state tournament and a 
chance to win a championship 
title.

Some of  the highlights for the 
fall season include the following:

• The Franklin High field 
hockey team finished the 
regular season as Hocko-
mock Kelly-Rex Champi-
ons, advancing to the Elite 
8 Round in the MIAA state 
tournament. 

• The volleyball team finished 
second place in the league 
and advanced to the Round 
of  8 in the MIAA state tour-
nament.

• The Panthers cheer team 
went undefeated in all its 
competitions, finishing 
the season as Hockomock 
League champions, MSAA 
South Regional champions 
and MSAA state champi-
ons.

• The varsity football team 
qualified for the MIAA state 
tournament as the No. 9 
seed, playing in the Round 
of  16.

• The boys’ soccer team fin-
ished the season as Hocko-
mock League Kelly-Rex 
division champions, advanc-
ing to the Elite 8 Round 
in the MIAA state tourna-
ment.

• The girls’ soccer team fin-
ished in second place in the 
Kelly-Rex division, advanc-
ing to the Round of  16 in 
the MIAA state tourna-
ment.

• The boys’ cross country 
team finished in second 
place in its league for regu-
lar season meets, and the 
team qualified for the MIAA 
Division 1 Championship 
Meet.

• The girls’ cross country 
team finished the season as 
Hockomock League Kelly-
Rex Champions. The team 
also qualified for the MIAA 
Division 1 Championship 
Meet.

• The Unified basketball 
team played in the Special 
Olympics Jamboree held at 
Sharon High School to cap 
off the regular season. The 
team also hosted a special 
community night on Nov. 
25, playing against another 
team composed of  repre-
sentatives from the Franklin 
Police Department, Frank-
lin Fire Department, Frank-
lin High School faculty and 
Unified alumni.

• The Franklin High golf  
team finished its regular sea-
son as Hockomock League 
Kelly-Rex co-champions, 
and the team qualified for 
the MIAA Division 1 state 
championship final.

Looking toward the winter, 
Franklin High is supporting a 
new sport: varsity level alpine 
skiing. Franklin participates in an 
“alpine ski co-op” with Nipmuc 
Regional High School. Practices 
and races will be held at Ward 
Hill in Shrewsbury. Participation 
in the co-op comes at no cost for 
Franklin High School.

“We are thrilled to be able 
to add a new sport and provide 
opportunities for our student-

athletes,” said Athletic Director 
Karrah Ellis.

Franklin High School is also 
continuing to support girls’ ice 
hockey, as critically low partici-
pation rates currently challenge 
the program. There are currently 
only 15 student-athletes on the 
girls’ ice hockey team at Franklin 
High. However, the team is seek-
ing additional players, including 
a group of  eighth graders that 
will soon be added to alleviate the 
problem, as permitted through a 
waiver filed with the MIAA Dis-
trict Athletic Committee by the 
school.

“Unfortunately, as is the trend 
across the state, numbers for 
girls’ ice hockey are down sig-
nificantly,” Athletic Director Ellis 
said. “Those numbers are criti-
cally low safety wise in Franklin, 
but the addition of  eighth grad-
ers will alleviate that issue.” 

In addition to the regular sea-
son success of  all its teams, three 
Franklin High School coaches 
were named Coach of  the Year 
for 2023 through 2024 for their 
respective sports by the Massa-
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association. The Coach of  the 
Year award recipients, who were 
recognized during an MIAA 
banquet on Dec. 11, include CJ 
Neely, head coach of  the boys 
varsity basketball team, Lisa 
Burger, head coach of  the Uni-
fied track team, and Jess Prid-
ham, former coach of  the boys 
and girls swim team.

Superintendent Giguere con-
gratulated these coaches and all 
the student-athletes for their vic-
tories in fall 2024, while wishing 
Franklin High School’s winter 
sports athletes a safe, successful 
season ahead.

“Thank you to Athletic Direc-
tor Karrah Ellis and all of  our 
coaches who do so much work 
behind the scenes to provide op-
portunities for our student-ath-
letes to succeed,” Superintendent 
Giguere said. “Thank you to all 
of  the families, faculty, commu-
nity members and student ath-
letes that helped make this fall 
a successful season for all of  our 
teams at Franklin High School.”
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Corporate Dinners • Rehearsal Dinners •  
Bridal & Baby Showers • Graduations • and more

PRIVATE DINING 
AT 3

Our contemporary, beautifully appointed 
private dining rooms provide the perfect 
backdrop for your event. 3 has the 
menu, and atmosphere, to suit the most 
discerning tastes.

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA 
3-restaurant.com

Up to 150 guests

For more information contact Jasmine at 
jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

Our contemporary, beautifully appointed 
private dining rooms provide the perfect 
backdrop for your event. 3 has the menu, 

and atmosphere, to suit the most 
discerning tastes.

Up to 150 guests
Corporate Dinners 

Rehearsal Dinners

Bridal & Baby Showers

Graduations & more

For more information, contact Jasmine at 
jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA
3-restaurant.com

Start the new year right with beauty! 
Book a set of lashes now to kick 

off the new year! 

www.justfeliciawi.com
Call Felicia: 781-856-5271
or Email: feesh59@yahoo.com

• Lash Extensions
• Lash Lifts

• Brown Laminations
• Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows

Services offered:

Gift Cards 
Available 

A Wreath of Franklin Wraps Up
On December 7th, the Frank-

lin Cultural District held its first 
annual “A Wreath of  Franklin” 
event, “Franklin’s Sip, Shop, 
Stroll & Roll,” which included 
wreaths around town decorated 
by businesses, nonprofits and 
other Franklin entities. The event 
included signature beverages, 
cookies and other snacks at cer-
tain locations, a pop-up art mar-
ketplace, and, of  course, holiday 
entertainment. 

Here are a few photos from 
the day:

A pop-up arts market at 12 Main Street was part of the Sip & Stroll. 
Art from Franklin High students was also displayed.

John Risaino, Franklin Cultural Council Chair and Cory Shea, Franklin’s 
Director of Arts, Culture & the Creative Economy

Vendors were also part of the affair.

Uma Nalluri, Nk crafts 

Some strollers became part of the 
artwork, with henna tattoos. 
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now for all the details. You may 
also visit the YMCA located at 
45 Forge Hill Road in Franklin 
or call (508) 528-8708 to learn 
more. 

“We are grateful for our strong 
partnership with the Town of  
Franklin and this incredible grant 
focused on the teen population,” 
says Jim Downs, CEO of  the 
Hockomock Area YMCA.  “To-
gether, with a shared purpose of  
enriching the quality of  life in 
our communities, this grant will 
provide all Franklin teens access 
to our YMCA with a wide range 
of  opportunities including physi-
cal fitness, social connections, 
service learning, leadership and 
so much more.” 

This free 6-month member-
ship will allow Franklin teen resi-
dents the opportunity to use the 
Bernon Family Branch to its full-
est with access to the full-service 
facility including the health & 
wellness center for cardio and 
strength training, the gymna-
sium, the indoor pool & aquatics 
center, the indoor track and ac-
cess to all group exercise classes. 
Teens are encouraged to get con-
nected and join the YMCA com-
munity today.

“We are proud to partner with 
the YMCA as a local leader fo-
cused on youth development,” 
says Jamie Hellen, CEO/Town 
Administrator of  the Town of  
Franklin. “We are so grateful that 
the town of  Franklin can partner 
with the Y to provide this grant 
funding so that more young peo-
ple can become YMCA mem-
bers and be part of  a nurturing 
and safe community focused on 
active, healthy and connected 

lifestyles and habits.”
In addition to these facility 

features and member benefits, 
the Y offers many ways for teens 
to explore unique talents and 
interests and foster connections 
with friends through lifelong 
learning programs. “We have 
something for everyone at the 
Y. Teens are encouraged take 
an active role in strengthening 
community through joining our 
Teen Leaders Club. This is a 
free member benefit program fo-
cused on community service and 
youth empowerment.  We also 
offer Lift Club, a dynamic co-ed 
program that introduces teens to 
weight training and fitness. We 
will also be creating social oppor-
tunities at our YMCA including 
Saturday night events exclusively 
for teens,” adds Scott Martin, 
Senior Executive Director of  the 
Y’s Bernon Family Branch. 

Please contact Kristin Tor-
raco, Membership Director by 
phone at 508-528-8708 or email: 
kristint@hockymca.org. 

About the Hockomock 
Area YMCA:

At the Hockomock Area 
YMCA, strengthening com-
munity is our cause. The 
Hockomock Area YMCA is an 
organization of  men, women, 
and children sharing a commit-
ment to nurture the potential of  
kids, promote healthy living, and 
foster a sense of  social responsi-
bility. 

The Hockomock Area 
YMCA is committed to partner-
ing and collaborating with others 
to create and deliver lasting per-
sonal and social change in the 15 
communities they are privileged 
to serve. The Hockomock Area 
YMCA is a not-for-profit chari-
table cause-driven organization 
with facilities in North Attleboro, 
Foxboro, Franklin, and Mans-
field. For more information visit 
hockymca.org.

YMCA
continued from page 1

Teens enjoy the wellness center of the YMCA’s Bernon Family Branch in 
Franklin located at 45 Forge Hill Road. 

BOILERS • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
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Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

15 Main St. Franklin

Franklin Art Association 
Welcomes Artist Shilpa 
Adduri January 8th

The Franklin Art Association 
invites the public to our Wednes-
day, January 8 meeting. We will 
warmly greet Guest Demo-Art-
ist, Shilpa Adduri, our fine art 
painter for this month’s public 
demonstration. She will be giv-
ing a fine art, water-based media 
demo. Our free to the public 
meetings are held at the Franklin 
Senior Center at 6:30 p.m., gen-
erally on the first Wednesday of  
the month. 

Shilpa Adduri works in the 
technique called “One Stroke.”

She is a Master Elite Direc-
tor of  this style which combines 
shading, blending and highlight-
ing in a single brushstroke, cen-
tral to her teaching. She gives 
lessons helping others to uncover 
their art potential while foster-
ing joy and connection. Her 
approach offers creativity and 
moments of  tranquility. She of-
fers lessons locally.  

Wanting to be inspirational, 
she says, “My art captures the 
beauty and serenity I find in the 
world, expressed through acrylics 
and watercolors.”

FAA welcomes the public and 
its members to attend. Refresh-
ments are served at the break. 

Also, FAA is offering an art 
workshop with gouache paint 

Shilpa Adduri demonstrating ‘One Stroke’ approach to painting

ARTIST 
continued on page 5 
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Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts, 

powers of attorney and health care proxies.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A WILL 
Wills can name an executor, distribute your property, 
name child guardians, forgive debts and more. And 
having a will means that you—rather than state laws—
decide who gets your property when you die.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY 
A health care proxy names someone you trust as your 
agent to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you, if you are unable.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY  
A durable power of attorney gives extensive power to 
your chosen agent to act on your behalf, in case you 
are incapacitated. Without it, a family member or loved 
one  would have to petition the court for that right.

508.541.3000  |  ANA@ddcrwlaw.com 
124 Grove St., Franklin, MA 02038  |  www.ddcrwlaw.com

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Attorney Amy N. Azza
Over two decades of  
estate planning experience

Now accepting new clients for wills, trusts,  
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

 S

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST
A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets 
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for 

children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather 
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual 

who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of 
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to

petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
Ph: 508.517.4310 Email: AzzaLaw@Outlook.com

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for will, 
trusts, power  of attorney and health care proxies. 

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name 

guardians for children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also 
means that you, rather than your state's laws, decide who gets your 

property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as 

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the 

individual who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a 
Durable Power of Attorney, it would be 

necessary for a family member or loved one to 
petition the court to become the guardian over 

the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com
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ALL types of Water Heater Installations

LOCAL RESIDENT: 508-663-7132
Drains-R-Us.com
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Start the New Year with Affordable Junk Removal
There are plenty of  reasons 

to call a junk removal service. 
Perhaps, after the cheerful fes-
tivities of  the holiday season, 
navigating your basement or 
venturing into the attic has be-
come a bit more challenging. 
Maybe you are planning to 
move, and you need to declutter 
before your open house? 

Figuring out who to call can 
be challenging. If  you contact 
one of  the big haulers, they 
route you to a phone center 
where they’ve never even heard 
of  your town, plus their pricing 
seems vague and full of  extra 
fees. No wonder you’ve let the 
stuff pile up—it’s too much of  a 
hassle to get rid of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of  every-
thing.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and 
working nights and weekends 
when he could. As the years 
rolled on, his business grew, but 
his commitment to customer 
service never wavered. Now he’s 
got a staff of  ten, along with 
eight trucks, servicing eastern 
and central Massachusetts and 
northern Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 

or office is overflowing with 
stuff, take back your space and 
let the pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have han-
dled it all. They’ve dismantled 
above-ground pools, hauled 
away ancient hot tubs, taken 
down old fencing, and stripped 
away worn carpeting. They’ll 
come for a single item, or they’ll 
clean out an entire house. And 
they can take almost anything. 
They can’t accept hazardous 
materials, brush, dirt, or con-
crete, but everything else is fair 
game for them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle or 
donate items. Only after he tries 
to repurpose items do they end 
up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable 
Junk Removal is simple. First, 
you can load stuff yourself  if  you 
want by renting a 15-cubic-yard 
dumpster for a week and chuck-
ing up to a ton of  your unwanted 
stuff. If  you need to get rid of  
more weight, then Jay prorates 
that tonnage—you never pay for 
what you don’t use.

If  you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of  
your unwanted things if  you pile 
it up. Or if  you don’t want to lift 
a finger, then you can point at 
the items, and the team will fill 
up their truck and haul away 

your unwanted things. However 
you do it, you’re left with more 
space and more peace of  mind.

Jay and his team beat the big 
waste haulers on both price and 
customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone 
call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for 
an appointment. There aren’t 
any hidden costs or surprise fees 
with Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 
fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 
job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day 
service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 

Holliston. It’s not uncommon 
for someone to reach Jay at the 
restaurant, order a sandwich, 
and then schedule a junk re-
moval appointment. Yes, the 
local small business really can 
handle everything!

Contact Affordable Junk 
Removal and let a local small 
business take care of  everything 
for you. Call Jay Schadler at (774) 
287-1133 or visit us online at 
www.affordablejunkremoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

artist, Kim Weineck, for February 8, 9:30-4 
p.m. at Franklin TV station, 23 Hutchin-
son Street, for $95. Contact Susan Plume at 
susan_plume@yahoo.com or text her at (508) 
846-2589. 

There will be an ongoing sale of  raffle tick-
ets for our art raffle to raise money for our 
annual art scholarship which goes to a student 
choosing to continue their education in the 
study of  the arts. Members are requested to 
donate work to be raffled.  Please come by to 
see the wonderful creativity of  local artists as 
they demonstrate their skills and support our 
scholarship fund. 

The FAA is supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, the Franklin Cultural 
Council, Franklin Cultural District and www.
franklinart.org. And we can be viewed on 
Franklin Matters, Facebook and Instagram.

ARTIST
continued from page 4
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Naval Academy Student Returns to BFCCPS to Speak
By J.D. O’Gara

Students at the Benjamin 
Franklin Classical Charter Public 
School were treated to a visit by 
an alum of  the school on Mon-
day, November 25th. Artemesia 
Saparoff, a second-year student 
enrolled in the United States 
Naval Academy, said she was 
grateful for the opportunity to 
talk to the younger students. 

“I’m so glad to have the op-
portunity to come to the Acad-
emy, and now that I know what 
it’s all about, I’m excited to share 
it…so they can have these oppor-
tunities open to them as they get 
older,” said Saparoff.

The child and grandchild of  
two Harvard graduates, Saparoff 
had initially expected to follow in 
those footsteps of  academic rigor, 
but she credits BFCCPS with 
widening her perspective. 

“Being at the BFCCPS defi-
nitely helped set me up for this 
future,” said Saparoff, “particu-
larly because of  its emphasis on 
character development. There’s 
more to a person than just their 
academics. There’s that moral 

aspect, there’s ethics, and when 
I (visited) the Naval Academy, I 
thought it was particularly at-
tractive because of  this whole 
integrated view of  a person; 
they’re made up of  not only their 
academics, but what they can do 
physically, what they can do mor-
ally, and what they can provide to 
our nation.”

Life at the academy isn’t 
for the faint of  heart, however. 
Artemesia notes that each day 
begins with a 5:30 a.m. run and 
is packed with group formations, 
group class projects and night-
time briefs. She enjoys that mo-
tivation, noting that her fellow 
Academy members have become 
family. 

“You can’t get through that 
place alone, and I just love the 
aspect of  getting to know ev-
eryone on such a deep level and 
what makes them tick,” says Sa-
paroff, “You’re graduating with 
these people who are going to be 
your friends for life, and you’re 

graduating for a common goal of  
helping the United States Navy 
and helping the mission of  this 
country. I think it’s a great expe-
rience for service, and to develop 
yourself  and be helpful to those 
around you.”

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477  |  cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com  |  franklinlawgroupma.com

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will 
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect 
your children, your home and all of your assets.  As a seasoned 
personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal 
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect 
you or any of your loved ones.

Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future.

Planning and preparing your Estate today Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.which brings peace of mind to everyone.

Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.

The Perfect Season
FOR A NEW BEGINNING AT WHITNEY PLACE

Experience peace of mind and heartfelt care this season with 
Whitney Place at Medway’s Tapestry Memory Care. As the leaves 
change, discover a nurturing, secure environment where those with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia are supported through comfort, safety, 
personalized care, and engaging activities—all in a community that 
feels like home.

Call 508-533-3300 today to schedule a tour
and experience it for yourself.

44 WILLOW POND CIRCLE  |  MEDWAY, MA 02053

BFCCPS eighth-grader Arnav Garg speaks with Artemesia  brother 
graduated from BFCCPS (and Franklin High School) with Artemesia 
Saparoff, a second-year student of the U.S. Naval Academy who 
returned to the school December 7th to share her experiences.

Saparoff hands out information to BFCCPS 7th graders, Swarnamita 
Majumdar, Zoe Shum, and Poorvi Raiabovina (L-R) about the U.S. Naval 
Academy and its rigorous requirements for admission. Getting in is 
difficult, but for those who do, tuition is free.

 Gary - 508-528-7245
 Jim - 508-294-1130

FRANKLIN  
BATH & TILING

Complete Bathroom  
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES
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Coverage for wherever
you call home

18
67

94
93

Subject to terms, conditions, and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Ins. Co., Allstate 
Property and Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2019 
Allstate Insurance Co.

Benjamin Insurance Agency
 
401-767-2061
Bellingham, MA

401-765-5000
North Smithfield, RI

Serving MA & RI
Se Habla Espanol

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

Now Open!Now Open!
907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 1-31-2025

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 1-31-2025F F

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

NOW NOW 
ACCEPTING  ACCEPTING  

HOLIDAY ORDERS HOLIDAY ORDERS 
IIn store or onlinen store or online
muffinhousecafe.com

Franklin Resident Leaves Corporate America to Curl Up with a Good Book
By J.D. O’Gara

Recently, Jenna Reilly took 
a step away from the constant 
hustle of  the corporate world. 
The Franklin resident needed 
time to figure out her direction, 
time to take a break, and time to 
do more of  what she loves, es-
pecially curling up with a good 
book. She loved to delve into 
great stories, sometimes getting 
so excited about a book or a 
book series that she’d seek out 
other fans. 

Following Book Huddle, For-
est & Fawn, book reviewers, and 
book-related social media per-
sonalities on Instagram, Reilly 
noticed a few offered book re-
treats.

“One of  the retreats sold so 
fast, I thought, there must not 
be a lot of  people doing this,” 
said Reilly. Maybe she and her 
friend Kristen, also searching 
after leaving corporate America, 
could try to create something 
like it.

Reilly, her friend, Kristen 
Waidalowski, and another travel 
agent friend in Florida, Kelly 
Baldwin, decided to try their 
hand at creating a new business, 
one they’re calling Book a Break 
(www.bookabreak.com). So far, 
they’ve planned book retreats 
of  their own, with the first start-
ing this month in the Berkshires 

focusing on the book, Onyx 
Storm, part of  the Fourth Wing 
series.

The main idea is a retreat in a 
picturesque location, where any-
one who goes gets a copy of  the 
book, meals included and activi-
ties they can choose to take part 

in or not. Reilly says she and her 
friends seek out activities related 
to both the book and the area 
in which the retreat will take 
place. They’ve also put together 
retreats for Provincetown and 
Vermont, and they’re even fash-
ioning an adult summer camp. 

“Essentially, we want people 
to just be able to not have to 
worry about anything once they 
arrive, with all the accommoda-
tions taken care of,” said Reilly. 
“Obviously, it’s a reading re-
treat, sort of  choose your own 
adventure. If  you want to sit and 
read at the fire in the inn or in 
your room, you can. You don’t 
have to participate in anything 
if  you don’t want to, but if  you 
want some of  the community 
we’re trying to create in this re-
treat, there’ll be crafts and little 
things, fan fiction writing work-
shops, and more.”

So far, the idea is getting a 
warm reception.

“One of  the things I love is 
the book community is a very 
positive, supportive commu-
nity,” said Reilly, “People want 
you to succeed, and it feels like 
this community just wants to 
celebrate something everybody 
loves. That type of  community 
is perfect for building something 
new and exciting.”

So far, they’ve spread the 
word online and through word-
of-mouth. 

Reilly even took a digital 
marketing course, posting on 
Instagram, Tik-Tok, Blue Sky 
and LinkedIn. “We’re trying 
all the different platforms to see 
what resonates with people,” 
she said. She and Kristen have 
also been meeting folks through 
book clubs and through family 
and friends. 

Each retreat, said Reilly, will 
be different based on the book 
and the location. 

“As we are going through the 
process we’re leaning into differ-
ent ideas,” said Reilly, adding, 
“All of  the inns we’re working 
with have been so supportive of  
the idea.” The startup entrepre-
neur says she and her partners 
chose “shoulder season” time 
frames, so the locations could be 
flexible for their groups.

Women, said Reilly, have 
been particularly open to the 
idea, which makes sense to her.

She said, “It’s like combining 
book club with a girls’ weekend, 
and, ideally, all the good things 
that go with that – the best parts 
of  both of  those things.”

Franklin resident Jenna Reilly, along with her friends Kristen and Kelly, 
have decided to combine their loves of reading and travel with their 
fledgling startup, Book a Break.

Thanks to Yanks Supports Franklin Vets

Pictured left to right is Shan-
non Nisbett Director of  Veterans 
Services Office, Franklin, Van-
essa Cawley Treasurer of  Thank 
To Yanks, Deborah Martin   Vet-
erans’ Services, Executive Assis-
tant Franklin and Michael Shain, 
the President and founder of  
Thanks To Yanks. Recently, the 
local charity made a  donation  

of  pharmacy gift cards, super-
market gift cards and personal 
hygiene items to the Veterans 
Services Office of  Franklin.

Thanks To Yanks  has a long 
history of  supporting our local 
veterans.

Shain said, “We are excited to 
support our veterans year round, 
but especially during the holiday 

season. The town of  Franklin 
has a long history of  helping our 
veterans, and we are thrilled to 
again be able to support them 
this year.”

For more information on 
Thanks To Yanks ,please like 
them on Facebook.
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STARTS AT DEAN
YOUR FUTURE

TRANSFER FRIENDLY
Generous transfer scholarships and 

flexible transfer credit policy

UNPARALLELED SUPPORT
Academic, learning and social support 

tailored to meet your needs

CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY
Small class sizes averaging 16 students

SUCCESS STARTS HERE
96% of graduates are employed or 

enrolled in graduate school

APPLY NOW AS A NEW OR TRANSFER STUDENT!
We are accepting applications for Fall 2025 admissions.  
Visit dean.edu/apply or call (508) 541-1508.

New Year’s Resolutions that Trim Your Energy Diet!
It’s that time of  year again! 

We often use the new year to 
commit or re-commit our-
selves to improve our habits for 
the good of  ourselves or those 
around us, and commonly look 
at diet and exercise as 2 popular 
areas for improvement, among 
other ideas.

For something different, here 
are some other things you could 
consider acting on for the com-
ing new year – how about com-
mitting to make some changes, 
even small changes, to the way 
we consume energy!

The team at Energize Franklin 
has developed a list of  potential 
ideas and actions for you to con-
sider adopting as a New Year’s 
resolution. These are things that 
will potentially benefit your com-
fort, your budget, and our shared 
natural resources!

Please consider adopting one 
of  these ideas / actions below in 
2025:

• Register and get a MassSave 
home energy audit, which 
can include free energy-
saving devices and discounts 
on home insulation. (Mass 
Save, a state sponsored en-

ergy efficiency program, 
can reimburse customers 
for any needed insulation 
at 75%. See more informa-
tion at masssave.com. There 
are also significant federal 
tax credits for 30% off the 
costs of  heat pumps, heat 
pump hot water heaters, 
insulation, solar, windows, 
and more. You can find 
more details and informa-
tion from the United States 
Department of  Energy and 
the IRS.)

• Attend a 350Mass Franklin 
Node meeting 

• Switch from a gas only car 
to an electric or gas/electric 
hybrid car, either eliminat-
ing car CO2 emissions or 
cutting them in half.

• Register on EnergizeFrank-
lin.org and choose a goal for 
2025.

• Caulk gaps at windows and 
doors and insulate the water 
heater. Clear plastic window 
treatments can cover win-
dows in the winter and help 
keep your heat in and make 

your home more comfort-
able and energy-efficient. 
Flexible gap-fillers can be 
used to reduce leaks around 
windows. Simple draft stop-
pers can be placed on the 
floor in front of  old drafty 
doors. Install electrical out-
let and switchplate insula-
tors on exterior walls. Place 

covers over drafty A/C 
vents. Close fireplace damp-
ers when not in use.

• Keep the heat turned down 
a few degrees and wear a 
sweater.

• Consider installing a mini-
split heat pump for energy-
saving space heating and 

cooling.
• Investigate and install solar 

panels, which can reduce or 
eliminate monthly electric 
bills.

• Wash your laundry with 
cold water. This will save 
energy on heating, and most 
detergents are designed to 
clean just as well with cold 
water as with hot water. It 
will also help expand the 
lifespan of  your clothes. If  
possible, use a longer spin 
cycle to cut down on drying 
time. Alternatively, air dry 
your clothes!

• If  you have a dishwasher, 
stop it after the wash cycle 
and let the dishes air dry. 
Your dishwasher may have 
a feature that allows you to 

DIET 
continued on page 9 
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CONNELL 
ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS 

♦♦♦
'-- 781-444-7577 

www .ConnellRoofing.com 
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: Book now for : 

! $750 OFF !
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1 your Next Roofing Project! 1 
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CONNELL 
ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS 

♦♦♦
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www .ConnellRoofing.com 
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: Book now for : 

! $750 OFF !
I I 
1 your Next Roofing Project! 1 
I I ,_ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -_,

OUR SERVICES
 • Roofing • Siding 
 • Gutters • Windows 
 • Doors • Skylights

781-444-7577
www.ConnellRoofing.com

Experience the Best in Roofing:

60+ Years of 
Quality Service

OUR SERVICES
 • Roofing • Siding 
 • Gutters • Windows 
 • Doors • Skylights

Book now for 

$750 OFF 
your next Roofing Project

Book now for $750 OFF your next Roofing Project 

Experience the Best in Roofing:

60+ Years of 
Quality Service

SPRING $750 OFF*Book now for

www.ConnellRoofing.com

your Next Roofing Project!
Offer expires on 10/1/24

781-444-7577

Experience the Best in Roofing:

60+ Years of 
Quality Service

SPRING $750 OFF*Book now for

www.ConnellRoofing.com

your Next Roofing Project!
Offer expires on 10/1/24

781-444-7577

Must be presented and applied before signing the 
contract. This offer cannot be applied retroactively 

and is only valid for new contracts.

Your Money, Your Independence 

Hoping “New Year, New You” Makes Financial Goals Come True? 

Made New Year’s resolutions 
to improve your financial well-
ness in 2025? 

Now is when many of  us 
reflect on what we’ve accom-
plished and where we fell short. 
This introspection often leads to 
the creation of  New Year’s reso-
lutions, with financial goals rank-
ing high on the list. Whether it’s 
paying down debt, saving more, 
or investing smarter, the start of  
the year feels like an ideal time 
for a fresh financial start. 

Yet, people often struggle to 
make lasting changes to their 
financial habits. Understanding 

the reasons behind these chal-
lenges can help create more 
sustainable financial planning 
strategies for the year ahead.

Let’s examine 5 common 
challenges.

1. Unrealistic Expectations 
- A common reason why New 
Year’s resolutions fail. Take 
someone who wants to save 
50% of  their income or pay off 
long-standing debt in a short 
period. While ambitious, these 
goals often don’t align with one’s 
current financial reality, thus 
frustration and discouragement 
occur when progress is slower 
than expected. Setting unattain-
able goals results in burnout and 
abandonment. 

Resolution: Break goals into 
small, manageable steps. Instead 
of  resolving to pay off a debt in 
one year, consider reducing the 
balance by 25% in 6 months. If  
you end up with more, great, but 
an incremental approach brings 
accomplishment and makes the 
goal feel more achievable.

2. Lack of a Clear Plan - 
Vague goals like “save more 
money” or “get out of  debt” 
lack actionable steps, making 
it difficult to execute. Without 

a structured plan and under-
standing your “why”, it’s easy to 
become distracted by day-to-day 
life, leading to stagnation.

Resolution: Develop an out-
line of  specific considerations, 
steps and timelines. For example, 
if  building an emergency fund 
is a goal, then create a budget, 
set up logistics like automatic 
transfers and monitor progress/
spending to stay on track. 

3. Failure to Track Prog-
ress - An easy way to lose sight 
of  financial goals is not having 
scheduled check-ins. It doesn’t 
need to be weekly or even 
monthly, but there needs to be 
consistency in times to review 
and identify where adjustments 
are needed. Without this, bad 
habits persist or worse, form, 
and now you’re battled to un-
wind new problems. 

Resolution: Leverage tech-
nology and objective people 
that are unafraid to tell you 
much-needed truths. For many 
couples, an outside intermedi-
ary saying what needs to be said 
greatly benefits relationships. 
Also, make sure you celebrate 
milestones along the way. 

4. Emotional Spending and 
Instant Gratification - Many 
struggle with impulse spend-
ing or seek instant gratification, 
especially after a stressful day. 
Afraid to look at your Amazon 
spending history? This behav-
ior derails the best-laid financial 
plans.

Resolution: Identify triggers 
and implement strategies to 
delay or review purchase deci-
sions. Create a spending priori-
tization strategy by identifying 
where you want to spend your 
money, this helps shift focus 
from immediate desires to long-
term financial goals.

5. Lack of Accountability 
- Some are great at executing 
on their own, for others going 
it alone can make sticking to 
financial goals even more chal-
lenging. Without a support sys-
tem or accountability partner, 
it’s easier to lose focus and fall 
back into old habits.  

Resolution: It goes beyond 
someone telling you “No” when 
needed, as by sharing progress 
and/or changes along the way, 
an accountability partner can 
help reassure you’re on track 
and motivate you with confi-
dence to keep pushing forward.

Conclusion
Financial resolutions are a 

powerful tool for creating long-
term financial security, but they 
require more than just wishful 
thinking. 

Maybe it’s time to socialize 
your goals, set monthly action 
steps to create fresh start mo-
ments and leverage an account-
ability partner (i.e. Certified 
Financial Planner) to make your 
2025 resolutions happen.

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

turn off heated drying.
• If  buying a hybrid consider 

a plug-in hybrid, such as the 
Toyota Prius Prime, which 
provides 40-mile range, suf-
ficient for more most local 
daily driving, before the very 
efficient gas engine kicks 
in. This makes it effectively 
an Electric Vehicle (EV) for 
people who mostly drive lo-
cally, but the convenience 
of  not having to stop and 
charge on long-range trips – 
very simple, effective short-
term plan until solid state 
batteries come into use with 
longer range.

The Energize Franklin website 
hosts the free exchange of  these 
and many other money-saving 
and energy-saving ideas, and the 
team encourages local residents 
to leave a testimonial about the 
actions they have taken.

The website www.energize-
franklin.org was launched in 
2023 by a local team of  volun-
teers who wanted to have an 
online space where friends and 
neighbors here in Franklin can 
find inspiration and see what 
others in their community are 
doing. Anyone can go to the site 
to browse the suggested actions, 
or you can sign up and track the 
actions you’ve done and create 
a to-do list for items you would 
like to accomplish. Having a free 
account also allows you to track 
your carbon reductions and leave 
a testimonial. For easy access or 
more information, use the QR 
code here!

DIET
continued from page 8

GET NOTICED!
For rates and info on advertising your business, please call Jen at 508-570-6544 

or email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com
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TO ADVERTISE!
Contact Jen: 508-570-6544 or jenschofield@localtownpages.com

A Year of New Friendships and  
Fur-tastic Adventures at Dogtopia
By Jennifer russO

Whether you added a new 
pup to your home over the 
holidays, are planning on doing 
some travel without your furry 
friend or have been looking for 
just the right place where you 
can leave your favorite canine 
companion for the day, Dogto-
pia understands that dogs are 
more than just pets, they are a 
part of  your family. 

Dogs are unique in that they 
are full of  unconditional love, 
they give all of  themselves to the 
people who care for them, ex-
pecting nothing in return except 
some food and attention. They 
bring a joy to their owners that 
can’t really be described, so find-
ing a caregiver for a them is an 
important choice for any pup-
parent. 

Dogtopia is committed to 
giving these extended family 
members a happy, loving, and 
safe environment to play and 
learn in. With their state-of-the-
art facility, impeccable safety 
standards, and certified animal-
loving team members who are 
expertly trained to meet the 
needs of  every pup, dog moms 
and dads can rest assured that 
their animals are very well taken 
care of  and having a fabulous 
time.

Dogtopia, located in the 
Franklin Village shopping area, 
aims to be a haven for dogs by 
creating a fun and engaging en-

vironment for them while their 
owners are busy with work, er-
rands, vacations, or other re-
sponsibilities.

“We want your pup to look 
forward to coming here. Noth-
ing makes us happier than when 
one of  our furry clients shows 
up and their tails are wagging 
in excitement to start their day 
with their friends,” says Dogto-
pia Director Amy Hughes.

The Franklin Dogtopia lo-
cation has three spacious play-
rooms where the dogs are 
placed based on their size, tem-
perament and play style. Safety 
is always the first priority, and 
there are a number of  proto-
cols in place to ensure the pups’ 
wellbeing, such as certified staff, 
compressed rubber flooring 
to reduce impact on the dogs’ 
joints, soundproofing, a climate-
controlled environment, and 
pet-friendly cleaning supplies.

Dogtopia requires a meet and 
greet for new clients, so that they 
can find the best placement for 
the pup, since all dogs are differ-
ent. Each dog needs to be fit for 
an open play environment, and 
they conduct a thorough tem-
perament test during this visit to 
better understand how the pup 
prefers to interact with others.

“We want to safely social-
ize the pups so they can release 
their energy, while getting lots 
of  exercise and having fun,” 
shares Hughes. “We have agil-
ity exercises, brain games, and 

more. It’s an activity-filled day 
that will leave pups happy and 
fulfilled, so when they go home, 
they can relax and snuggle with 
their families.”

All dogs need to be at least 
12 weeks of  age and must be up 
to date on all required vaccina-
tions (Rabies, Canine Influenza, 
DHPP, and Bordetella). Dogs 7 

months old and up must also be 
spayed/neutered. If  you don’t 
have the records on hand, Dog-
topia is able to call your vet and 
obtain them for you.

For those who welcomed a 
new pet to the family this year, 
Amy shares some important tips:
1) Early socialization is ex-

tremely important so that 
the pup understands how to 
act within different environ-
ments and becomes more 
desensitized to distractions.

2) Be consistent with every-
thing and have a routine in 
place that the pup can ex-
pect. A certain mealtime, 
play time, bedtime, potty 
time, etc. can make all the 
difference.

3) Be patient and calm while 
training. All dogs are differ-
ent, and no pup is perfect. 
Praise for good behaviors 
and calmly correct those 
that need improvement.

“If  the dog is still a puppy, 
we do offer a puppy pre-school 
that can help dogs acclimate 
early and be more adaptable,” 
she says. “Bringing any pup 
into Dogtopia is always a win, 
because they will learn to safely 
socialize, have fun playing in a 
structured way, and reinforce 
good behaviors that make home 
life even smoother.”

Dogtopia promises peace of  
mind for dog parents, with live 
webcams in every playroom that 
can be looked at any time, and 
periodic report cards to keep 
them in the loop. 

In addition to daycare, 
boarding and spa services are 
also available. Homestyle crates 
are set up comfortably for rest 
and that feeling of  “home away 
from home” and pups can even 
be pampered with a bath, nail 
trim and blueberry facial!

Dogtopia operates with a 
community mindset, with events 
that clients can take part in with 
their pups, such as a craft day 
where pups create gifts for their 
human parents, themed dance 
parties, Mini Mondays which 
offer specialized play for small 
dogs, and more. They even re-
cently had a Santa and pup 
photo op and an ugly sweater 
party.

In addition to helping the 
community by caring for local 
pets, the Dogtopia Foundation 
also comes togetswher to raise 
money for important causes, 
such as service dogs for Veter-
ans. Stay tuned to learn how to 
help them with these efforts.

Does your pup need a place 
for socialization, exercise, love, 
and endless fun? Take advantage 
of a special, limited time offer – 
for just $99 a week, your pup can 
enjoy unlimited daycare visits. 
This deal won’t last long, so grab 
it while it’s available!  

Learn more about Dogtopia 
of  Franklin Village and their 
amazing services by visiting 
https://www.dogtopia.com/
massachusetts-franklin-village/ 
or check out their Instagram at 
@DogtopiaFranklinVillage

– PAID ADVERTISEMENT –

At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert 
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you 
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along 
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater 
Boston area.  

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County

Choose Vendetti Collision Center

 We handle your car with the best of 
care every step of the way

Vendetti Motors
 (508) 520-5189 
411 W Central St | Franklin, MA 02038
Lic# RS0002838

• Free Estimates
• Towing Available
• Rental Assistance
• 4.9 stars on google

• We work on most makes and models
• Detailing services
• Lifetime warranty
• State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment
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CITATION ON 
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probabte and Family Court

Norfolk Probate and Family Court
35 Shawmut Road
Canton, MA 02021

781-830-1200

Docket No. NO23CO104CA

In the matter of:  Daric Mounier Hood

A Petition to Change Legal Name has 
been filed by Daric Mounier Hood of 
Franklin, MA requesting that the Court 
enter a Decree changing their name to 
Tarick Hood

Important Notice
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Norfolk Probabte and 
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 1/22/2025. This is not a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Lee M. Peterson, 
First Justice of this Court

Date: December 18, 2024

Coleen M. Brierley, Register of Probate

Local Agriculture Community Gathers for Annual 
Tradeshow and Conference
By Lisa Gentes-Hunt

For the second year in a row, a 
group of  nine local organizations 
are gathering to provide local 
farmers, fishers, food producers 
and community members with 
a workshop and conference that 
they are hoping will help educate 
and inspire about 400 attendees. 

The Second Annual South-
east New England Agriculture 
Conference is scheduled to take 
place on February 2, 2025. 

The event, which is open to 
the public and will feature pro-
grams for both children and 
adults, is offering those in the 
food producing community the 
chance to gather, network in 
person and learn about valuable 
resources. 

“They are doing the hard 
work, and we are connecting 
them to resources,”  Susan Mur-
ray, Southeastern Massachu-
setts Agricultural Partnership’s  
(SEMAP) Executive Director, 
said of  the farmers and food pro-
ducers.

The conference, being held at 
Bristol County Agricultural High 
School in Dighton, is a collabo-
ration of  SEMAP, the Massachu-
setts Farm Bureau Federation, 
Northeast Organic Farming As-
sociation of  Rhode Island, Plym-
outh County Extension 4-H, Buy 
Fresh Buy Local Cape Cod, The 
Pocasset Pokanoket Land Trust, 
Oasis on Ballou, and Cluck & 
Trowel Farm, according to Brad 
Fesmire, the SEMAP Commu-
nity Engagement and Program 
Director. 

“Workshops range from 
hands-on production and train-
ing, business skills such as work-
force development and risk 
mitigation, and broader issues 
facing small farms, such as land 
access and climate change,” Fes-
mire stated. 

One Bellingham farmer and 

business owner is excited to be 
able to attend the upcoming con-
ference.

Justine Cruz Corchado, the 
owner and operator of  Jaebird 
Farm in Bellingham, has at-
tended SEMAP events in the 
past, but this will be her first time 
attending the group’s “Annual 
Southeast New England Agri-
culture Conference.” 

Corchado, who has owned 
and operated her farm for 
the past two years, is a fan of  
SEMAP and its resources.

“SEMAP is great at provid-
ing information for farmers in 
a centralized spot,” Corchado 
said. “They do a lot of  great 
workshops” and also provide lo-
cals with information on farming 
grants, she stated. 

The Chelsea native’s farm 
focuses on fresh eggs and grow-
ing pesticide-free fruits and veg-
etables, she noted. 

Growing up in a city without 
much green space, Corchado 
came into farming with the idea 
of  giving back to the community 
with fresh food that is locally 
grown and nutritious, something 
that can be harder to come by 
in an inner city like Chelsea, the 
business-owner stated. 

After taking a leave from her 
busy lifestyle in the city and leav-
ing her demanding government 
job, Corchado was inspired by 
growing strawberries with her 
son. She eventually bought the 
just-over-two-acre farmland in 
Bellingham and established the 
female-owned and operated Jae-
bird Farm.

“We are a very new farm and 
only in our second year and roll-
ing into our third season come 
spring,” she said. “This is an 
awesome thing I get to do after 
living in a city and not having 
any green space and remember-
ing when fresh food was hard to 
come by.”

The Bellingham resident said 
one of  her goals of  farming is to 
share with others that fresh food 
can be grown anywhere. With 
microgreens, people can grow 
fresh food like lettuce in a small 
container on a windowsill, she 
noted. 

SEMAP’s executive direc-
tor said connecting farmers like 
Corchado to educational and 
grant resources is part of  the aim 
of  the conference and aligns with 
SEMAP’s mission. 

“We’re building stronger ag-
ricultural communities,” Murray 
said. “Farmers reach out to us (at 
SEMAP.) We meet with them, 

walk their farms, talk about what 
problems that they’re having and 
what goals they have, and we sit 
with them to put together an ac-
tion plan.”

Those plans can involve edu-
cational goals, financial assistance 
goals, or connecting the growers 
with specialized consultants who 
can assist them in everything 
from website creation and mar-
keting to getting into sustainable 
farming. 

“We are a problem-solving 
organization that’s working on 
farm viability and making sure 
that our farms stay in business,” 
Murray said. 

At the Second Annual South-
east New England Agriculture 
Conference in February, the 
consortium of  local groups will 
be working together to make the 
conference an enjoyable and ed-
ucational day for farmers, fishers, 
food growers, community mem-
bers and children too.

This year’s conference will 
feature a full day of  workshops 
and  4-H activities for children 
ages three and up. 

Children will be able to have 
fun taking part in the agriculture, 
nature-based and educational ac-
tivities provided by outside edu-
cators, Murray said. 

“We’re making it a super fun 
day for kids,” she noted, adding 
that the children’s tickets include 
breakfast, lunch and workshop 
fees. 

Murray noted that tickets 
for the 2025 event are available 
on a sliding-scale basis, and any 
farmer or community member 
can contact SEMAP for more 
details. 

For more information on the 
Second Annual Southeast New 
England Agriculture Confer-
ence or to purchase tickets, go to: 
https://semaponline.org/ .

Justine Cruz Corchado, who owns and operates Jaebird Farm in 
Bellingham, plans to attend SEMAP’s upcoming annual conference 
in February. On top of centralized information for farmers, she says, 
the organization offers great workshops and provides information on 
farming grants. Photo used courtesy of Jaebird Farm.

For rates and info on advertising your business, 
please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or 

email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com
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You print or we print …  
then we distribute. 

Reach more than 140,000 households. 
Contact Jen for Pricing and Reservations: 

508-570-6544 
or email at 

jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Great for Big Events, Coupons, Menus & More!

GOT INSERTS?

The b.LUXE beauty beat
Get to Know the b.LUXE Experience - 2.0 

Many of  you loved the origi-
nal Beauty Beat article, “Get 
to Know The b.LUXE Expe-
rience,” from a few years ago. 
We’ve grown and evolved over 
the past two years, adding new 
services, talented team mem-
bers, and more ways to enjoy 
your beauty experience. We’re 
excited to share what’s new and 
what’s been happening—there’s 
so much to update you on!

As the creative minds behind 
The Beauty Beat, the team at 
b.LUXE Hair and Makeup Stu-
dio loves sharing the latest trends, 
tips, and inspiration. But did you 
know many of  our ideas and 
new service offerings are sparked 
directly from our conversations 
with our incredible clients? Your 
stories, challenges, and beauty 
goals motivate us to innovate, 
create, and seek services to meet 
your unique needs.

What’s New at b.LUXE?

• Apprentice Services at 
Specially Discounted 
Prices: Enjoy top-notch 
beauty services at a frac-
tion of  the cost while sup-
porting our training stylists! 
In collaboration with the 
Massachusetts State Board 
of  Cosmetology, b.LUXE 
is proud to introduce an 
apprenticeship program of-
fering hands-on experience 
and high-quality, supervised 
services at specially dis-
counted rates. This program 
provides our young talent 
with exceptional education 
and training, all while deliv-
ering great value to you.

• Wig & Topper Hair Ser-
vices: We now offer com-

passionate, customized 
solutions for clients expe-
riencing hair loss or seek-
ing hair-enhancing options. 
Our full range of  human 
hair and synthetic wigs, 
toppers, and holistic scalp 
treatments restore your ap-
pearance, confidence, and 
well-being. 

• Expanded Beauty Services: 
We’re excited to announce 
the addition of  new treat-
ments and services alongside 
our signature offerings! Our 
new Mind Body Facial is a 
holistic skincare treatment 
that combines the rejuvenat-
ing benefits of  facial therapy 
with the healing energy of  
Reiki and aromatherapy, 
providing a complete mind-
body experience.

• The Saphira Defrizzing 
Treatment: This hair treat-
ment features Hyaluronic 
Acid with a formula en-
riched with 26 minerals from 
the Dead Sea, diamond 
powder, lily flower, and es-
sential oils. It removes frizz 
and transforms dry, brittle 
hair into soft waves that en-
hance natural hair patterns 
and texture. Each treatment 
includes a full-sized Prep 
& Maintain Shampoo and 
Mineral Mist for you to take 
home.

Why Choose b.LUXE?
We’re excited to be recognized as 

Google’s highest-rated salon in Mas-
sachusetts, with over 800 five-star 
reviews! Additionally, we’re 
proud to be a two-time recipient 
of  The Salon Today 200 Award, 
which honors the best beauty 

establishments in the country. 
Our bright and vibrant studio is 
home to passionate professionals 
who genuinely care about our 
clients. Whether you’re visiting 
for a haircut, coloring, or a spa 
day, we strive to make every ex-
perience luxurious.

Our Specialties:

 Hair Services: We offer a full 
range of  expert hair services, 
including precision cutting, 
all aspects of  hair coloring, 
foiling, balayage, smooth-
ing treatments, and more. 
Our team specializes in curly 
haircuts, extensions, and 
gray-blending to help you 
achieve your perfect look.

• Hair Loss Solutions: We 
offer fully customized human 
hair and synthetic wigs, top-
pers, and bangs designed to 
add volume and coverage. 
Our compassionate services 
support individuals expe-
riencing hair loss or thin-
ning due to conditions such 
as alopecia or the effects of  
cancer treatments, as well as 
those seeking easy options 
for added volume and vari-
ety. Customization and ad-
justments are also available, 
including cutting, coloring, 
and styling to ensure a per-
fect fit and look. Addition-
ally, our Scalp Spa services 
provide a holistic approach 
to promote continued scalp 
health.

• Superior Skincare and Spa 
Services: We offer a full line 
of  luxurious spa services, in-
cluding luxury facials, lash 
extensions, waxing, and der-
maplaning. 

• Makeup Services: Ready 
for a beauty boost? We offer 
various makeup services, in-
cluding special occasion, edi-
torial, and wedding makeup, 
along with makeup lessons 
and our mature makeup 
makeovers. Our team of  
skilled makeup artists will 
work with you to craft a look 
that’s uniquely yours and 
perfect for any event!

• Wedding Beauty: On-site 
and in-studio services for 
your big day.

The b.LUXE Experience:
From the moment you ar-

rive, you’ll feel the difference. 
Our friendly staff will greet you 
warmly, check you in, and invite 
you to unwind in our relaxing 
lounge with refreshments from 
our deluxe coffee bar.

Your personalized consulta-
tion ensures every service meets 
your goals, budget, and style. 
And don’t forget our compli-
mentary LUXE for Everyone 
add-ons, designed to surprise 
and delight:

• BEFORE Oil Treatment: 
Nourishes hair and scalp 
with a soothing massage.

• Moisturizing Hand Treat-
ments: Perfect during color 
or smoothing sessions.

• Hot Stone Foot Treatment: 
A relaxing bonus with lux-
ury facials.

Community and Conve-
nience

At b.LUXE, we operate as 
a team-based salon, ensuring 
you’re comfortable in the expert 
hands of  your usual stylist or 
any of  our talented profession-
als. There is no “my client” or 
“your client” at b.LUXE—only 
“Our Clients.”

For your convenience, we 
offer: 

• Online booking for easy 
scheduling

• Evening and Monday hours 
to fit your busy lifestyle

• A private service room for 
clients requiring added pri-
vacy

• Three large parking areas 

Our Products
We proudly carry top-tier hair 

products from Oribe, Kerasilk, 
Goldwell, Ouidad, and G.M. 
Collin skincare. Our team is al-
ways ready to provide personal-
ized product recommendations 
to help you maintain your look at 
home.

Visit Us in the Historic 
Medway Mills

Our studio isn’t just a place for 
beauty—it’s a vibrant community. 
Located in the historic Medway 
Mills, it’s a space where creativ-
ity thrives, along with many other 
local businesses. We treat our cli-
ents like valued friends, welcom-
ing them with warmth and care 
at every visit.

Wishing you all a Happy New 
Year! We can’t wait to meet you 
and help you achieve your beauty 
goals—after all, beauty is our 
business!

Stay connected with us on-
line or book your appointment at 
bluxe.com to experience all that 
b.LUXE has to offer.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Beauty is Our Business...

Scan To Visit bLUXE.com
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Sports
Tri-Country Girls’ Hoops Hoping 
to Get Back to State Tourney
By CHristOpHer tremBLay, 
staff spOrts Writer 

Last winter, the Tri-Country 
girls’ basketball team finished 
third in the Mayflower League 
Large Division and was able to 
advance into the Division 4 State 
Tournament, where unfortu-
nately the Cougars fell to Lunen-
berg 49-31 in the first round. 

From that squad, the Frank-
lin vocational school graduated 
its best scorer and top defender 
but returns a solid group of  girls 
to this year’s team. Amongst the 
mix of  players coming back, TC 
will have three sophomores, all 
who saw starting time on the 
court last season. With a year 
under their belts, Coach Stepha-
nie Caffrey is looking for them to 
use that experience and take the 
next step forward. 

The Cougars will be led this 
winter by third year varsity ath-
lete and senior shooting guard 
Jolee Tofani and senior guard/
forward Matilda Keating, who 
will bring a quickness to play up 
top on the wing defensively. Ju-
nior Ava Gill, who will be begin-
ning her third year on the squad, 
will be looked upon as the Cou-
gars “Big,” despite only being 
5’10.”

According to the Coach Gill, 
a board monster, will play un-
derneath and down low looking 
to continue with her rebounding 
prowess, while also directing the 
team’s defensive play.

This year, the Cougars are 
rather guard heavy, and Caffrey 
is hoping to use their quickness to 
their advantage this season. Two 
juniors who played the majority 
of  the year on junior varsity team 
but did see some minutes with 
the varsity team will be looked 
upon to bring that quickness to 
the team. Becca Paul and Reina 
Batista, two guards who both 
who can knock down the three 
while also going into the paint to 
score as well. 

“When they got their oppor-
tunity with the varsity team last 
year, they both always gave 100% 
whether they got time at the end 
of  the game or saw minutes here 
and there,” Caffrey said. “Hope-
fully they can take that experi-

ence and find a way on to the 
team and help us be successful.”

The three sophomores, Kerin 
Conolly, Nelia Schweitzer and 
Leah Hull, proved well as start-
ers for Caffrey during the season. 

Conolly ran the point and was 
not afraid to pull up and take a 
three-point shot. Defensively, the 
coach sees her as an important 
cog in the wheel.

“She has absolutely no prob-
lem going up against the other 
team’s best player and prevent-
ing them from scoring,” the TC 
Coach said. “She also like to 
push the ball up court and start 
our fast break.”

Schweitzer will see time at 
both guard and forward. She is 
one of  the most knowledgeable 
athletes on the team in regard to 
the game. She will battle down 
low but will also be looked upon 
to put the ball into the net. Last 
winter, she averaged 6 points per 
game, but on other nights could 
add double figure scoring. Caf-
frey will be looking for her to 
take the ballot the net this year 
and increase her scoring.

Hull is a super quick guard 
with long arms that allow her to 
reach in and make many steals; 
she will also be relied upon bat-
tling down low for the Cougars 
this season. 

“Leah creates her own offense, 
but has been hesitant about lead-
ing the break,” the Coach said, 
“I’ll be looking for her to take 
charge and do more of  this.”

In addition to the underclass-
men, Kailyn Appolon can be 
yet another decent guard for the 
Cougars this winter. The senior 
has a great shot and is probably 
the quickest on the team, but un-
fortunately she can be too quick 
at times for her own good.

“We’ve been working on a lot 
of  fast break drills trying to get 
her to learn to catch the ball first 
instead of  going,” Caffrey said. 
“She needs to learn how to drib-
ble the ball out in front of  her in-
stead of  on the side, this will help 
her to be in control.”

Caffrey noted the Tri-County 
revved up their fast break last 
season, so she wants to be able 
to continue that this year. If  they 

can continue to get out of  their 
side of  the court with quickness, 
she is hoping that it can help 
their scoring.

“Our biggest issue is trying 
to figure out how to score,” she 
said. “We have been able to take 
the shots and have seen the open 
looks. Unfortunately, we can not 
get the ball to find the basket.”

If  the Cougars are able to 
adjust and get their shots to fall, 
Caffrey sees the team getting 
back to the State Tournament. 

“We want to get back and win 
a playoff game,” the Coach said. 
“Being a vocational school, it is 
difficult to compete on this level, 
but I feel after getting here last 
year and getting the experience, 
it’s a good thing for the team.”

The TC Coach is hoping that 
the experience will help the girls, 
not only during the regular sea-
son, but in the tournament this 
upcoming year.”

35 Wrentham Road • Cumberland, RI 02864 • 401‐333‐5919

Celebrating over 75 years of educational excellence,  
Mercymount Country Day School offers preschool through eighth‐grade  

students the chance to ourish and grow in a nurturing, faith‐lled  
environment. Let your child’s journey toward success begin here!

OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, January 16th • 5:30‐7:30pm 
The Mercymount Way 
EDUCATION | VALUES | TRADITION | COMMUNITY

Scan the QR code or register 
at www.mercymount.org
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For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Check Out Revamped 
Franklin Downtown 
Partnership Website

The Franklin Downtown 
Partnership invites you to visit 
our website. The FDP’s website 
recently had a facelift. We wel-
come the public to visit and re-
discover Franklin on the newly 
designed and easy-to-navigate 
website.

Look for us at www.franklin-
downtownpartnership.org. It’s 
a great way to see what’s new 
and happening downtown and 
throughout the town. You will 
find dates for upcoming events 
such as the June Strawberry 
Stroll, September Harvest Fes-
tival and April Ladybug Trail 
Spring Walk. Go to the Visit 
Franklin page to shop for all your 
needs by category – business 
services, medical professionals, 
pet services, shopping, entertain-
ment, restaurants, and more.

The Partnership works with 
many community groups and 
businesses always with the goal to 
strengthen our connections and 
keep business strong and thriv-
ing. We all benefit from these 
partnerships making Franklin 

a great place to live, work, and 
visit. 

Stay up to date info and fol-
low the Downtown Partnership 
on Instagram and Facebook at:

https://www.instagram.com/
franklindowntownpartnership/ 
and 

https://www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.
org/

The Franklin Downtown 
Partnership is a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization made up of  
more than 350 business owners, 
residents, and community lead-
ers working to revitalize down-
town Franklin. Residents can join 
the Downtown Partnership for 
$25. The Partnership manages 
events like the Strawberry Stroll 
and the Harvest Festival, and 
initiatives such as beautification, 
streetscape design, greenspace, 
alley murals, and sculpture proj-
ects. For more information go to 
www.franklindowntownpartner-
ship.org.

Get Ready for Franklin’s  
(and Massachusetts’) 250th !

MA 250 is all about celebrating America’s 250 
birthday! Communities around the commonwealth 
are curating programming to reflect and celebrate 
this milestone. 

The Franklin Cultural District is excited to an-
nounce Franklin’s MA250 Program, (https://www.
franklinculture.org/ma-250-franklin-250 ) our 
local programs and celebrations will be threaded 
together in a cultural program guide that aligns 
with the national Massachusetts’ 250th anniver-
sary campaign. This initiative highlights the rich 
history, innovation, and culture that make Franklin 
so special.

We Need Your Help!
We’re inviting community members and orga-

nizations to contribute to this program by sharing 
events and programs that align with the MA250 
themes. Whether it’s a historical tour, cultural festi-
val, educational talk, or civic engagement initiative, 
we want to include it!

Submit your event by January 3rd to be featured 
in our first-ever MA250 Franklin program book-
let. Visit https://www.franklinculture.org/ma-
250-franklin-250 for program submission. 

How the Program & Stickers Work:
The MA250 program booklet will guide resi-

dents through themed events happening in Franklin 
throughout the year, organized into six categories:

• Historic Legacy
• Innovation & Industry

• Revolutionary Spirit
• Cultural Heritage
• Environmental Stewardship
• Civic Engagement

At each event, participants can collect a unique 
sticker for their booklet, creating a fun and inter-
active way to engage with Franklin’s rich heritage. 
Can you collect them all?

Join us in celebrating our community stories, tra-
ditions, and achievements as we build excitement 
for Franklin’s history and culture!

Submit your programs by January 3rd and help 
us make this a memorable community initiative.

Visit https://tinyurl.com/franklin250booklet to 
see a rough draft of  the program booklet.

Have questions?  Please email Cory Shea, Town 
of  Franklin Director of  Arts, Culture and the Cre-
ative Economy, at cshea@franklinma.gov .

January 2025 – VSO Notes
Reach the Franklin Veterans Services Office 
at (508) 613-1315 

There will be no Veterans’ 
Coffee Social in January as the 
first Wednesday of  the month 
falls on New Year’s Day. The next 
Social will be held on Wednes-
day, February 5, 2025 at 10 a.m. 
at the Senior Center. All Veterans 
are welcome! Thanks to Franklin 
Federated Church for donating 
pastries for our December Cof-
fee Social. Our vets were so ap-
preciative! 

January 16 - Veterans’ Council 
Meeting - 7 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. All Franklin residents 
interested in Veterans’ activities 
and events are welcome to join 
us!

January 27 - Vietnam Peace 
Day – On this day in 1973, the 
Paris Peace Accords arranged a 
ceasefire which officially ended 
America’s involvement in the 20-
year Vietnam War.

The Tune It Out guitar les-
sons program for Veterans meets 
on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Senior

Center. There is no charge for 
lessons and no guitar experience 
is required. We have guitars! 

Warrior Within Yoga Classes 
for Veterans and First Respond-
ers meets Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
at the Franklin Senior Center. 
There is no charge for classes. 
Call the Veterans’ Services Of-
fice to sign up for guitar or yoga 
classes. There will be no yoga 
class on January 2. Class will re-
sume on January 9.

The next engraved brick in-
stallation on the Veterans Me-
morial Walkway will be in May. 
Bricks are installed in May and 
November to coincide with Me-
morial Day and Veterans’ Day. 
Brick order forms are available 
in the Senior Center and Town 
Hall lobbies and on the Veterans’ 
Services web page at: https://
www.franklinma.gov/veterans-
services 

Thank you to all who have 
supported this project!

Thanks to members of the Franklin Federated Church for donating 
pastries for the December Veterans Coffee Social. All veterans are 
welcome to the next Veterans Coffee Social, February 2nd, 2025 at 10 
a.m. at the Franklin Senior Center. 
Photo used courtesy of the Franklin Veterans Services Office.
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*APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. *NEW AUTOMATIC DELIVERY CUSTOMERS ONLY. OFFER ENDS THE LAST DAY OF THE MONTH.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954

SERVICE
•  Emergency  

service 24-7

•  Oil & propane 
fired equipment

PROGRAMS
•  Flexible pricing & 

budget programs

•  Ask about our
   Veteran, Military,
   First Responders
   discount FUELS

• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

INSTALLATIONS
•  Oil & propane
   heating systems
   & water heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

Your Neighbors have Voted UsYour Neighbors have Voted Us    
GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!  
Call today to learn more about our services!Call today to learn more about our services!

FREE: 100 GALLONS
 of Home Heating Oil or Propane* 

FREE: $100
ACCOUNT CREDIT

towards your first
Tune-up or Service Plan*

Give us a call today! Give us a call today! 
800-649-5949800-649-5949

info@medwayoilpropane.cominfo@medwayoilpropane.com
Happy Happy New Year!New Year!

NEW CUSTOMERNEW CUSTOMER
    PROGRAM!    PROGRAM!

Be sure to
ask about our

Rotary Club of Franklin MA Plans 
6th Annual Valentine’s Brunch
All Franklin Seniors Invited - February 10, 2024

The Rotary Club of  Frank-
lin MA is proud to announce 
that their 6th Annual Valentine’s 
Brunch is slated for February 
18, 2025, from 10:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m., at the Franklin Housing 
Authority Hall, located at 1000 
Central Park Terrace, Franklin, 
MA 02038.

All Franklin seniors and resi-
dents of  Franklin Housing Au-
thority are welcome to join the 
Rotary Club as their special 
guests, where all will be treated 
to a delicious, homemade Valen-
tine’s brunch. Feel free to show 
your love and wear your red!

Seniors are urged to enter 

their names on a sign-up so that 
no one is left out. Sign-up sheets 
may be found at the following lo-
cations: 

• Central Park Terrace, 1000 
Central Park Terrace, 
Franklin, MA

• Franklin Senior Center, 10 
Daniel McCahill Street, 
Franklin, MA

The Rotary Club Interna-
tional is a non-profit organiza-
tion made up of  a diverse group 
of  men and women “who come 
together to create positive, lasting 
change in our communities and 
around the world.” https://www.
rotary.org/en/about-rotary

If  you would like more in-
formation about our organiza-
tion or interested in attending a 
meeting, please contact Diane 
Padula at padularotary@gmail.
com, and she will make arrange-
ments for you to be a guest at one 
of  Rotary’s upcoming meetings. 

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 781-551-0266  
 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service
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Living Healthy
Decades of Service to the Community:  Welcoming a New 
Provider and Exploring What’s New in Eye Care for 2025
By: rOGer m. KaLDaWy, m.D. 
miLfOrD franKLin eye Center

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
has proudly delivered outstand-
ing eye care to the community 
for decades. We are excited to 
announce that Dr. Mark Bars-
amian has joined our team as a 
vitreoretinal specialist and Chief  
of  our Retina Service. Dr. Bars-
amian will see patients every 
Thursday in our Franklin office, 
enhancing access to advanced 
care for retinal disorders.

With locations in Milford, 
Franklin, and Millis, outreach 
services to Marlborough, and an 
award-winning surgery center 
in Milford, we are the leading 
provider of  medical and surgical 
eye care in the region. Our dedi-
cated team of  58 professionals, 
including experienced surgeons 
and four optometrists, is com-
mitted to providing comprehen-
sive, high-quality care. As one of  

the few ophthalmology practices 
in Massachusetts with a licensed 
surgical facility, we eliminate the 
need for patients to travel long 
distances for procedures like cat-
aract surgery.

Dr. Roger Kaldawy, Medi-
cal Director of  the Cataract 
Surgery Center of  Milford, has 
completed over 30,000 cataract 
surgeries and introduced blade-
less laser-assisted techniques to 
the area. He is among the first 
surgeons in New England to per-
form the iDose TR implant for 
glaucoma, an innovative drug de-
livery system recently featured on 
Boston’s Channel 5. Dr. Kaldawy 
also holds distinctions in corneal 
transplantation and has trained 
numerous ophthalmologists in 
advanced surgical techniques.

Dr. Dan Liu, a fellowship-
trained corneal specialist, brings 
expertise in cataract surgery with 
ORA technology, corneal trans-
plants, keratoconus manage-

ment, and glaucoma procedures. 
She provides comprehensive care 
for conditions like macular de-
generation, diabetic eye disease, 
and dry eye. Dr. Liu is board-
certified and an active member 
of  professional ophthalmology 
organizations.

Dr. Barsamian, a board-
certified vitreoretinal specialist, 
focuses on the medical and sur-
gical management of  retinal dis-
orders. He completed a two-year 
surgical fellowship at The Ohio 
State University and is an active 
member of  organizations like the 
American Society of  Retina Spe-
cialists. Outside of  work, he en-
joys cycling and family activities.

Our optometry team includes 
Dr. Shalin Zia, who specializes 
in routine eye care, contact lens 
fitting, and managing eye dis-
eases; Dr. Michael Adams, with 
expertise in corneal pathology 
and specialty contact lenses; Dr. 
Donald Conn, who completed 

his residency in Ocular Disease 
and Primary Care and provides 
comprehensive eye care for all 
ages; and Dr. Purvi Patel, a sea-
soned optometrist with experi-
ence in diabetes, glaucoma, and 
public health. Together, they 
offer exceptional care for patients 
of  all ages.

What’s New in the Eye 
World for 2025?

The year 2025 marks a piv-
otal moment in the realm of  
eye care and ophthalmology, 
with groundbreaking innova-
tions poised to revolutionize the 
way we diagnose, treat, and pre-
vent vision impairments. From 
cutting-edge technologies to pio-
neering research, the landscape 
of  eye care is undergoing a trans-
formative shift.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 
Machine Learning (ML) con-
tinue to play a pivotal role in 
enhancing the precision and ef-
ficiency of  eye care. AI-powered 
diagnostic tools are becoming in-
creasingly sophisticated, capable 
of  detecting subtle signs of  eye 
diseases like diabetic retinopa-
thy, glaucoma, and age-related 
macular degeneration (AMD) 
at earlier stages. This early de-
tection empowers healthcare 
providers to intervene promptly, 
significantly improving patient 
outcomes.

In the realm of  surgical pro-
cedures, minimally invasive tech-

niques are gaining prominence. 
Femtosecond laser technology, 
for instance, is revolutionizing 
cataract and refractive surgeries, 
offering faster recovery times and 
enhanced precision. Additionally, 
robotic-assisted surgery is emerg-
ing as a game-changer, enabling 
surgeons to perform intricate 
procedures with unparalleled ac-
curacy and dexterity.

Gene and stem cell therapies 
are also making significant strides 
in treating previously untreatable 
eye conditions. Researchers are 
exploring innovative ways to re-
pair damaged retinal cells and 
restore vision in patients with 
inherited retinal diseases. While 
still in their early stages, these 
therapies hold the promise of  
transforming the lives of  count-
less individuals.

The integration of  telemedi-
cine into eye care has acceler-
ated, especially in the wake of  
the COVID-19 pandemic. Re-
mote consultations and moni-
toring allow patients to access 
expert care from the comfort of  
their homes, particularly benefi-
cial for those in rural or under-
served areas. Telemedicine also 
facilitates the sharing of  medical 
images and data, enabling spe-
cialists to collaborate seamlessly 
across geographic boundaries.

In the realm of  contact lenses, 

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

WORLD-CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY - NO OR FEE CHARGE
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS ARE PRESENT FOR ALL SURGERIES

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2025!
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES 

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Mark Barsamian, D.O. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

EYES
continued on page 17 
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SAFE Coalition Delivers Housing-Support Services
Effort Possible through Town of 
Franklin ARPA Funds

SAFE Coalition, a local non-
profit agency, is proud to offer 
ARPA-supported services to the 
Town of  Franklin’s housing-inse-
cure population. 

A longtime partner with 
Franklin’s local schools, police, 
fire, faith, and civic communities, 
SAFE is dedicated to enhancing 
the security and wellness of  each 
individual and family they con-
nect with. SAFE has become 
a staple in the community for 
local, no-cost, accessible care, un-
derstanding that partnering with 
other systems of  care offers the 
greatest opportunity for success 
for those receiving support.

In 2021, the American Res-
cue Plan Act federal stimulus bill 
(ARPA) was created to address 
public health and economic 
recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic. This bill included 

support for rental 
and housing services, affordable 
housing initiatives, utility assis-
tance, grant programs for ten-
ants and landlords, food security 
programs, childcare, and com-
munity outreach services. 

In receiving an ARPA grant 
from the Town of  Franklin in 
2024, SAFE increased their abil-
ity to meet the needs of  residents 
experiencing housing insecurity 
and the issues that come with it. 

“We are excited to support 
our community and know we 
can meet the shifting needs of  
those asking for help,” says Jen 
Levine, CEO and co-founder of  
SAFE. “SAFE is the dedicated 
non-profit in Franklin doing this 
work. These funds have allowed 
us to provide necessary, direct, 
and timely care to all Franklin 
residents.” 

Over the last eight months, 
SAFE has been providing con-
sistent, compassionate support to 
sheltered and unsheltered home-
less populations through an array 
of  services:

• One-on-one support plan-
ning with staff social worker. 
Housing insecure individu-
als receive guided assistance 
assessing needs, connect-
ing with resources, well-
ness checks, and creating a 
90-day plan to execute their 
goals

• Welcomed the South Mid-
dlesex Opportunity Council 
(SMOC) into parttime office 
space at SAFE HQ, con-
necting people with federal 
housing vouchers

• Skill-supported pipeline 
for helping people apply 
for state-aided, subsidized 
housing system CHAMP, 
health insurance, SSI, SSDI

• Transportation access to 
help people reach emergen-
cy housing and shelters

• Rental assistance program 
for housing-precarious fam-
ilies

These services empower 
people to make decisions in their 
own best interest. 

“I honestly don’t know how 
to thank you guys,” said a client 
recently, “you literally saved us. I 
am beyond thankful. I would love 
to give back if  there are any vol-
unteer opportunities.”

SAFE believes that when we 
uphold the dignity of  our hous-
ing-insecure neighbors, we sup-
port the building of  relationships 
and the strengthening of  our 
community. 

Those looking to get involved 
with SAFE’s housing support 
initiatives can do visit www.safe-
coalitionma.org or email info@
safecoalitionma.org. 

advancements in material sci-
ence and design have led to the 
development of  more comfort-
able and durable lenses. Smart 
contact lenses, equipped with 
sensors and microelectronics, 
are on the horizon, offering the 
potential to monitor vital health 
parameters like glucose levels 
and eye pressure.

As we navigate the future of  
eye care, personalized medicine 
is gaining traction. By analyzing 
an individual’s genetic makeup 
and medical history, healthcare 
providers can tailor treatment 
plans to maximize efficacy and 
minimize side effects. This per-
sonalized approach is particu-
larly relevant for complex eye 
conditions like glaucoma and 
AMD, where treatment options 
vary widely.

In conclusion, the year 2025 
marks a period of  extraordinary 
progress in the field of  eye care 
and ophthalmology. From AI-
powered diagnostics to revolu-
tionary surgical techniques and 
groundbreaking therapies, the 
future holds immense promise 
for improving vision and qual-
ity of  life for individuals world-
wide. As technology continues 
to advance and research break-

throughs emerge, we can an-
ticipate a brighter future for eye 
health.

Why Choose Milford-
Franklin Eye Center in 
2025?

Our commitment to excel-
lence, advanced technology, 
and patient-centered care sets 
us apart. We provide world-class 
cataract surgery and advanced 
treatment options close to home, 
with results that rival major Bos-
ton centers. All surgeries are per-
formed in our accredited surgical 
facility, never office-based, ensur-
ing the highest standards of  care 
and no additional out-of-pocket 
surgical fees. Our in-house opti-
cal shop crafts glasses while you 
wait, with new patients receiving 
a complimentary pair of  select 
frames. We also offer after-hours, 
same-day emergency appoint-
ments, and Saturday availability 
to accommodate busy schedules. 

With over four decades of  
dedicated service, Milford-
Franklin Eye Center is proud to 
deliver advanced eye care, close 
to home. Welcome 2025!

For more details, see our ad 
on page 16.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

EYES
continued from page 16

Free 
COVID-19 
Test 
Kits at 
Franklin 
Senior 
Center

The Franklin Senior 
Center has received more 
COVID-19 test kits. Please 
call to coordinate pick-up at 
the Franklin Senior Center!

Monday, Wednesday, & 
Thursday

8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Call us: (508) 613-1341

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance Events for January
Brunch with Friends

January 4th from 10 a.m. to 
12 noon at Mak’s Roast Beef  
451 West Central Street Franklin

Join the LGBTQ Alliance at 
Mak’s for brunch! Start the new 
year off right by making new 
friends with some great food! 
Anyone of  any age is welcome!

Wicked Queer Game 
Night 

January 4th from 6 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at Pete’s Nerd Empo-
rium 10 Main Street Franklin

Join Fiona Shade Stories and 
the Franklin LGBTQ Alliance 
for our monthly game night! 
There will be a variety of  card 

games and board games. Feel 
free to bring your own! There 
will also be games to purchase at 
Pete’s Nerd Emporium. Recom-
mended ages teen and up, but 
anyone is welcome! 

LGBTQ Book Club
January 8th from 6:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. at Pete’s Nerd Empo-
rium 10 Main Street Franklin

Join the LGBTQ Alliance 
for our monthly book club. This 
month, we will be reading Q.E.D 
by Gertrude Stein. You can bor-
row a copy from the library, then 
join us in our discussion. Q.E.D. 
is autobiographical, based on 
an ill-fated relationship between 

Adele (Stein), an exuberant 
young woman, and Helen, who 
seduces her. Helen eventually re-
jects Adele for Mabel, a manipu-
lative wealthy woman who uses 
her money and passionate nature 
to dominate Helen.

Gift Swap
January 9th from 6:30 p.m. 

to 8:30 p.m. at Franklin TV and 
Radio 23 Hutchinson Street 
Franklin, Mass

Did you receive a gift for the 
holidays you don’t want? Well, 
don’t let it go to waste! Join the 
LGBTQ Alliance for our annual 
gift swap. Trade the unwanted 
gift out for a new one!
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Be a leader in  
your Community ...

Ashland  |  Bellingham  |  Franklin  |  Holliston  |  Hopedale  |  Medway/Millis
Natick  |  Norwood  |  Norfolk/Wrentham

localtownpages

Sponsor your hometown news sources and receive 
permanent placement on your chosen town site for  
12 months! Tie in your corporate profile, company 
branding and social media feed into one neat place 
and reach your target audience with our local service 
directory. We also include Sponsored Content and 
Digital Advertising year round. No better way of  
keeping your company branding top of mind  
throughout the year!

For more package info and to reserve your spot,  
please contact Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544  
or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com.  
Only 10 available per site! They will go quick! 

Franklin Food Pantry Distributes Record Number of Thanksgiving Meals 
The Franklin Food Pantry, 

which provides supplemental 
food assistance in Franklin, pro-
vided 484 Thanksgiving meals 
this November— a 73% increase 
from the 279 meals distributed 
last year. The significant increase 
is attributed to a new Thanks-
giving meal distribution pro-
cess. This year, every client who 
shopped at The Pantry in No-
vember was provided with a gro-
cery store gift card and extra bag 
to choose traditional Thanks-
giving offerings or culturally 
relevant options and celebrate 
in ways that are meaningful to 
them.

The new distribution process 
was made in response to client 
feedback, and to reach a greater 
number of  people over an ex-
tended period of  time. In previ-
ous years, The Pantry distributed 
pre-packed holiday meal kits dur-
ing a single, designated time. The 
new process eliminates the need 
to sign up in advance to receive a 
meal, confusing pickup times and 

waiting lists, and the burden of  
an additional trip to The Pantry. 

“The Pantry’s new approach 
to providing holiday meals al-
lows us to reach more families 
and provide food and resources 
to help everyone celebrate this 
special time of  year,” said Tina 
Powderly, Executive Director, 
Franklin Food Pantry. “We are 
grateful to the dedicated volun-
teers and generous donors who 
have made this enhanced client-
centered program possible.”

This December, The Pantry 
repeated the successful meal dis-
tribution process for the winter 
holidays. For more information 
on supporting the Franklin Food 
Pantry through donations or 
volunteerism, please visit www.
franklinfoodpantry.org/get-in-
volved. 

If  you or someone you know 
needs food assistance, please visit 
www.franklinfoodpantry.org/
get-help, or contact The Pantry 
at (508) 528-3115. 

13th Annual Franklin Turkey Trot Raises $49,630 for Franklin Food Pantry
Over 950 Participants Enjoyed Thanksgiving 
Morning Tradition

The Franklin Food 
Pantry, which pro-
vides supplemental 
food assistance and 
programs in Frank-
lin, Massachusetts, 
announces that a 
record-break ing 
$49,630 was raised by 
more than 950 runners 
and 65 sponsors at this year’s 
annual Turkey Trot held on 
Thanksgiving Morning, Thurs-
day, Nov. 28, 2024. The funds 
raised support programs and ser-
vices that assist more than 1,800 
individuals and families and 
surpasses last year’s fundraising 
effort of  $45,000. Organized in 
conjunction with The Church of  
Jesus Christ of  Latter-day Saints 
in Franklin, this is the 13th year 
for the family-friendly fun run, 
which welcomed participants of  
all levels and abilities.

“Whether you ran, walked, 
donated, or cheered us on, your 
support means the world to 
those we serve,” said Tina Pow-
derly, Executive Director of  the 

Franklin Food Pantry. 
“Thanks to your 

generosity and 
the help of  our 
amazing spon-
sors, we raised 
nearly $50,000 

to provide nutri-
tious food and es-

sential goods to our 
neighbors in need. We’re 

so grateful to be part of  such a 
caring and giving community—
thank you for making a differ-
ence!”

The Franklin Food Pantry is 
grateful for the following orga-
nizations and individuals who 
served as this year’s race spon-
sors:

Presenting Sponsors: G&C 
Plumbing & Heating and Sweet-
green

Platinum Sponsors: Accu-
rate Baker Elman, LDS Church 
Franklin, MyFM 101.3, Nex-
t9Up, Physician One Urgent 
Care, Notturo Home Services, 
Terrazza, and Wild Birds Unlim-
ited

Gold Sponsors: America’s 
Best Defense, Body Fit Training, 
Club Pilates Franklin Village, 
Eagle Stainless Tube & Fabrica-
tion, Inc., Franklin Knights of  
Columbus Council 1847, Frank-
lin Physical Therapy, Middlesex 
Bank, Mount Street Farm, Paul 
A. Longobardi & Sons Truck-
ing, Sabolinski Family, Vet Med 
Pet Supplies, and Wicked Fitness 
Franklin

Silver Sponsors: Active Recov-
ery Boston, Adirondack Club, 
Advanced European Repair, 
Baur Family, Dean Bank, Eliza-
beth’s Bagels, Emmons St. LLC, 
Franklin Matters, Grove Street 
Auto Repair, Hilltop Auto, Junk 
Dunkers, Keefe Insurance, Mint 
Dental, Nutrify Performance Nu-
trition for Women, LLC., Poirier 
Home Improvement, Simon’s 
Furniture, Spiffy Designs, Starr 
& Glick Orthodontics, Valerie 
Fila, Vendetti Motors, Inc., and 
Xpression Prints

Friends Sponsors: Allegra 
Marketing, Daniella Bush, Chest-
nut Dental, Donohue Family, 
Robert Doyle, Fitzgerald Fam-
ily, Franklin Interfaith Council, 
Alexandra Frey, William Had-

dad, Rebecca Hauk, Timothy 
Hughes, Johnson Family, Janine 
Kizik, Lobo Family, Normandin 
Family, O’Neill Family, Powderly 
Family, The Rome Restaurant, 
Sancher Family, Allison Sheen, 
Tait/Shimer/Shanks Family, 
Van Roon Chiropractic, and 
Whitmore Family

The Franklin Food Pantry 
thanks the following local busi-
nesses and partners who pro-
vided food for race day morning: 
Garelick Farms, Shaw’s Super-
market, and members of  The 
Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-
day Saints

The Franklin Food Pantry 
thanks the following local busi-
ness and partners who provided 
door prizes for the event: Body Fit 
Training, Child Therapy Boston, 
Comer Teng Studio, Elizabeth’s 
Bagels, Learning Express Toys, 
Kevin Holmes, Level 99, Muffin 
House, Stott Family, Urban Air 
Adventure Park, USMMA, and 
Wicked Fitness Franklin

For more information on the 
Franklin Food Pantry, to receive 
food assistance, or to donate 
funds and food, please visit www.
franklinfoodpantry.org.

About the Franklin Food 
Pantry, Inc.

The Franklin Food Pantry, 
Inc. offers supplemental food as-
sistance, household necessities, 
and resource referral programs 
to more than 1,800 individu-
als per year. The Pantry relies 
on donations and grants to pur-
chase items and pay for daily op-
erations, and partnerships with 
The Greater Boston Food Bank, 
Spoonfuls, and local grocery 
stores to achieve greater buying 
power and lower costs. Programs 
include In-person Shopping, 
Curbside Pick-up, Emergency 
Food Bags, Mobile Pantries, 
Home Delivery, Kids’ Snack 
Bags, Weekend Backpacks, Holi-
day Meal Kits, and the SNAP 
match at Franklin Farmers 
Market. The Pantry is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization in good 
standing in Massachusetts, recog-
nized by Charity Navigator as a 
Four-Star Charity, and awarded 
GuideStar’s Platinum Trans-
parency ranking. The Pantry 
is located at 341 W. Central St. 
in Franklin, MA on Route 140. 
Please visit www.franklinfood-
pantry.org for more information.
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January 4

Brunch with Friends, 10 a.m.- 
12 noon, Franklin LGBTQ Al-
liance event, Mak’s Roast Beef  
451 West Central St., Franklin.

Wicked Queer Game Night, 
6-9:30 p.m., Pete’s Nerd Em-
porium, 10 Main St., Franklin, 
Franklin LGBTQ Alliance for 
our monthly game night

Greater Milford Community 
Chorus first spring season re-
hearsal, 7 p.m., Memorial Hall, 
Milford, new members always 
welcome

January 8

Franklin Art Association 
meeting, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Se-
nior Center, 10 Daniel McCahill 
St., Franklin, artist Shilpa Ad-
duri to give fine art, water-based 
media demo, members and 
public encouraged to attend, re-
freshments served at break

LGBTQ Book Club, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Pete’s Nerd Emporium 10 
Main St. Franklin, 

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance 
monthly book club, title: Q.E.D 
by Gertrude Stein

January 9

JUNTO Non-Fiction Book 
Club, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin, 
The JUNTO (from the Spanish 
junta or assembly) was a club for 
mutual improvement established 
in 1727 by Benjamin Franklin. 
January Book is Think Again by 
Adam Grant 

Franklin LGBTQ Gift Swap, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23 
Hutchinson St., Franklin, Trade 
an unwanted gift out for a new 
one!

Ben Franklin Birthday Bash! 
1 p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin, Family 

program, music, games, cos-
tume contests, and more! 

January 11

Franklin Underground Con-
cert! Saturday, 1 p.m., Franklin 
Public Library, 118 Main St., 
Franklin

January 12

Second Sunday Speaker Se-
ries, 1:15 p.m., Franklin Histori-
cal Museum, 80 West Central 
St., Franklin

January 15

Franklin’s Historic Union 
Street Cemetery, 6:30 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin, learn about 
historic cemetery’s gravestone 
carvers and monuments

January 17

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 1-5 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin, 
Books $1

January 18

Winter Carnival! 1 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin, family pro-
gram with games, crafts, snacks 
and more

January 19

Moving Towards an Indig-
enous Worldview, 10 a.m., First 
Universalist Society of  Frank-
lin, 262 Chestnut St., Franklin, 
info@fusf.org; (508) 528-5348, 
Guest preacher, Claire Karl 
Muller will about what UU 
Mass Action is doing with In-
digenous leaders here in Massa-
chusetts. Find out more at www.
uumassaction.org

Find Your Oxygen Mask - An 
Interactive Workshop, 11:45 
a.m.- 1 p.m., First Universalist 
Society of  Franklin, 262 Chest-
nut St., Franklin, info@fusf.org; 
(508) 528-5348, Members of  the 
LGBTQIA+ community, their 
allies, and anyone interested in 
learning more, are welcome.

Third Sunday Music at the 
Museum, 1:15 p.m., Franklin 
Historical Museum, 80 West 
Central St., Franklin, features 
musical Ben Franklin in Paris

January 22

Family Literacy Night, 5:30 
p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin, pre-
sented in partnership with the 
Franklin Public schools, curated 
tables of  family read-alouds, 
tips, tricks, and free resources to 
make reading fun at home, and 
a visit from Franklin’s favorite 
police dogs.

January 23

Ben Franklin Autobiog-
raphy LIVE Readathon, 1:30 
p.m.- 8 p.m., Franklin Historical 
Museum, 80 West Central St., 
Franklin, Come and participate! 
‘Kick off ‘ reader (prerecorded) 

will be Franklin’s Congressman, 
Jake Auchincloss followed by 
State Senator Becca Rausch 
(also prerecorded). Volunteer 
readers participate for 10-15 
minutes in sharing this classic.

The Golden Age of Silent 
Movies, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Pub-
lic Library, 118 Main St., Frank-
lin, with Silent Movie pianist 
Richard Hughes and an oppor-
tunity for attendees to synchro-
nize sound effects as well as a 
demonstration of  animation de-
vices that preceded the motion 
picture camera

January 24

Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament 
and Sale, 6-8 p.m., friendly fun 
competition, each team receives 
same 500-piece puzzle and races 
to finish first, prizes for 1st, 2nd, 
3rd place. $40 per team up to 
four members, take home com-
pleted puzzle, sign up at FUSF.
org or call Vicki at (508) 654-
6740 with questions.

January 25

Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament 
and Sale, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., 
friendly fun competition, each 
team receives same 500-piece 

puzzle and races to finish first, 
prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place. 
$40 per team up to four mem-
bers, take home completed 
puzzle, sign up at FUSF.org or 
call Vicki at (508) 654-6740 with 
questions.

The Great African American 
Musicians! 2 p.m., Franklin Pub-
lic Library, 118 Main St., Frank-
lin, Rodney Mashia performs 
a concert of  jazz, gospel, soul, 
folk, and pop

January 26

Vera Meyer and Ben Frank-
lin’s Glass Armonica, 1:30 p.m., 
Marvin Chapel (second floor 
of  Dean Hall), Dean College 
Among Ben Franklin’s most 
amazing inventions is the glass 
armonica (or harmonica) , a se-
ries of  concentric, rotating crys-
tal glass bowls that can be played 
(think of  the sound of  wine glass 
rims being rubbed). Mozart and 
others composed music for it. 
Event to include performance 
of  Ben Franklin’s tongue-in-
cheek play, Ben Franklin and the 
Gout. Free.

Calendar

Enjoy your career!
To learn more, scan the code or visit 

Rodenhiser.com/Careers
Master Plumber: #10961  |  Corporate Plumbing: #2288  |  Master Electrician: #21982A

Master Sheet Metal (Unrestricted): #5867  |  Corporate Sheet Metal: #641
Home Improvement Contractor: #188806

Hiring all techs, all trades!

FLEXIBLE 
SCHEDULE 

TECH 
SUPPORT

MODERN 
TRUCKS 

EXPERIENCE 
& GROWTH

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C • ELECTRIC • REMODELING

Extensive Benefit Package including health and 401k plans

Remington Students Warm Hearts  
(and Toes) with Thanksgiving Drive

In a heartwarming display 
of  compassion and community 
spirit, students from Reming-
ton Middle School in Franklin, 
Mass. organized a wildly success-
ful SocksGiving Drive this past 
month. 

Students collected and do-
nated more than 1,400 pairs of  
socks to Heading Home, one of  

the state’s leading providers of  
shelter and services for homeless 
families with children.

“This clothing will go a long 
way in helping so many fami-
lies forced to rely on help,” said 
Heading Home COO Heather 
Martin, a Franklin resident. 
“We’re grateful the school chose 
our organization. There’s an 

added sense of  pride knowing 
that these are students in my 
town rallying to make such a 
compassionate and caring ges-
ture.”

Students turned their enthu-
siasm and dedication for cause 
into a tangible act of  kindness, 
making a meaningful difference 
in the lives of  those in need.

Photos used courtesy of Emily Laliberte, 7th & 8th Grade Science Teacher and 
student council advisor at Remington Middle School.
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College Application Decisions 
This is the time of  year when 

students start to hear back from 
their colleges. Congratulations 
to all the students who have re-
ceived acceptances! Students are 
also receiving decisions where 
they have either been deferred, 
waitlisted, or denied, which is 
hard to not take personally, but 
think of  it in this way, in 2024 
UCLA received 173,651 applica-
tions and only accepted 12,737. 
So, focus on what can be done. 

If you are ACCEPTED: 

• If  you have been accepted 
at your Early Decision col-
lege, which is a binding 
agreement, your decision 
has been made. You will 
need to pay the deposit by 
the deadline the college pro-
vided, and you will need to 
withdraw all other applica-
tions immediately. 

• For Early Action, Regular 
Decision, and Rolling Ad-
mission acceptances, you do 
not need to commit imme-
diately. Carefully weigh the 
pros and cons of  each col-
lege before you make your 
final decision.  

• May 1st is National Deci-
sion Day, the final day that 
you can submit a non-re-
fundable deposit to a college 
(except for early decision 
and transfer students). 

• Many universities grant ear-
ly priority status in housing 
and roommate selection for 
students who commit early.

 If you are DEFERRED: 

• A deferral means the college 
wants to review your applica-
tion again with the regular 
decision pool of  applicants. A 
deferral is not a rejection and 
it does not mean that you are 
not a strong candidate. 

• There are generally 2 main 
reasons why a college issues 
a deferral. For some students, 
their senior year academic 
performance is critical in 
the college’s decision, so 1st 
semester grades are needed. 
Second, the student falls in 
the middle of  the pack aca-
demically and the college 
wants to compare the stu-
dent’s application to the over-
all applicant pool.  

• The deferral letter will in-
clude the protocol for your 
next steps in the application 
process. The deferral letter 
may state that no further 
action is needed; however, 
some schools will allow ad-
ditional materials to be 
submitted, such as a new 
recommendation letter, an 
updated resume, test scores, 
or a Letter of  Continued In-
terest (LOCI). When writing 
the LOCI be very college 
specific by citing exact rea-
sons why you and XYZ Uni-
versity are a good match.

• Meet with your guidance 
counselor and ask for feed-
back. They often have good 
relationships with the col-
lege admission representa-
tives and will be able to pro-
vide insight on how to best 
move forward.

•  Finally, assess your current 
college list to determine if  
there are colleges on your 
list where you can already 
achieve your goals. 

If you are WAITLISTED:

• If  you are waitlisted, you 
have met the college criteria 
for acceptance, but the col-
lege is limited in spaces.    

• If  you are still interested in 
the college, accept the col-
lege’s waitlist offer.

• You can also email your col-
lege admissions representa-
tive and express your inter-
est in the college. Consider 
providing additional recom-
mendation letters or any 
new academic achievements 
to support your application 
review. 

• Consider: According to 
NACAC (National Associa-
tion for College Admission 
Counseling) 20% of  all stu-
dents who chose to remain 
on waitlists were ultimately 
admitted.

 If you are DENIED:  

• Give yourself  time to grieve, 
especially if  it was your 
dream school. 

• You are still in the game. 
Review your college list and 
determine if  you want to 
apply to additional colleges. 
Several colleges have Regu-
lar Decision deadlines on 
January 15, February 1 and 
15. Additionally, ED II and 
EA II are options.   

• Many schools would be 
thrilled to have you as a stu-
dent, so review what college 
criteria are important to you 
and where you feel like you 
would genuinely fit in aca-
demically, socially, and fi-
nancially. Collegeboard.org, 
Niche.com, and your high 
school’s college platform, 
are 3 useful resources to re-
search additional colleges. 

• Be certain that the new ad-
ditions are balanced with 
likely and probable admit 
schools. 

Remember, it is important to 
focus on what can be done, in-
stead of  dwelling on the “what 
ifs.”  The goal of  the college pro-
cess is to find and attend a college 
that is a right-fit for you, where 
you will be happy- and with a 
little extra work you can accom-
plish this goal.  

Good luck and enjoy the jour-
ney!   

College 101 Admissions Con-
sultants LLC. Website: www.my-
college101.com.  Email: tracy@
mycollege101.com. Phone: 508-
380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions 
Consultants

Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!
If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects, 

then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously 
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact 

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family 
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

 Learn more here: wbahomes.com             |             Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com
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Historic Happenings at the Franklin Historical Museum 
for December 2024

NOTE: The last two Decem-
bers and Januarys at the Mu-
seum have featured a display of  
detailed miniature models of  the 
center of  Franklin, circa 1932. 
This year, the exhibit has been 
postponed and will be back big-
ger and better in March, 2025!
Sat. January 4. Two Exhibits Open 
as part of Ben Franklin Month.
(https://benfranklinbookweek.
com)

• Franklin-ventions: Revolu-
tionary Ideas in Franklin 
Industries + a look at some 
of  Ben Franklin’s famous in-
ventions and patents and in-
novations “made in Frank-
lin.” 

• ‘Ben Gave us Books and 
We Gave the World Books’ 
-- a display of  Franklin-
authored books, past and 
present. (Are you a Frank-
lin Author? -- contact 
alan.r.earls@gmail.com to 
join the display!)

 Both exhibits continue all 
month during regular hours 
(Sat. 10-1 and Sun 1-4) 
at the Franklin Historical 
Museum, 80 West Central 
Street. FREE

Sun. Jan. 12--Second Sunday 
Speaker Series: (Speaker to be 
announced) at the Franklin His-
torical Museum. Museum open 
1-4, program starts at 1:15.

Sun. Jan. 19  “Third Sunday” 
Music at the Museum program   
– Come learn about and expe-
rience the lively, underappreci-
ated musical, Ben Franklin in Paris 
that ran for 215 performances 
on Broadway (1964-5)! Free. 
The museum opens at 1 and the 
program will start at about 1:15. 
The event is FREE, but dona-
tions are always welcomed.

Wed. Jan. 22, 6 p.m. Dean Col-
lege Student History Reception 
at Franklin  Historical Museum 
80 West Central Street

Thurs., Jan 23, Ben Franklin 
Autobiography LIVE Readathon 
at the Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 West Central Street, 
1:30 p.m. to approximately 8 

p.m. Come and participate! 
Contact Alan Earls with any 
questions (alan.r.earls@gmail.
com). FREE. “Kick off’ reader 
(prerecorded) will be Franklin’s 
Congressman, Jake Auchincloss 
followed by State Senator Becca 
Rausch (also prerecorded). Vol-
unteer readers participate for 
10-15 minutes in sharing this 
classic American work. Event will 
also include a ‘tea’ (Ben’s favorite 
kind!) and reading of  a short play 
written by Ben Franklin. Watch 
for a signup link on the website 
or just come by to listen or par-
ticipate!

`CINEMA 80’
Cinema 80, captained by vid-

eographer and cinephile Chris 
Leverone, will be back in the 
New Year.Check the museum 
website for updates https://www.
franklinmuseum1778.com.

The Franklin Historical 
Museum is located at 80 West 
Central Street, Franklin. The 
museum is open Saturday morn-
ings from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. (except 
as noted above) and Sunday af-
ternoons from 1-4 p.m.

When visiting the museum, 
please consider donating a non-
perishable item for the Franklin 
Food Pantry.    Questions? Con-
tact Alan Earls at (508) 560 3786. 
Visit us online at https://www.
franklinmuseum1778.com.

Ben Franklin Book Week Becomes Ben Franklin 
MONTH in Franklin 

Ben Franklin Book Week was 
born in 2024 as “A Community 
Rediscovery of  Ideas, Literature, 
and the Shared Gift of  Lan-
guage.” In its second year, this 
is annual event, now the whole 
month of  January, celebrates 
the birth month of  Benjamin 
Franklin, America’s most inspir-
ing founding father. Ben’s gift of  
books to the town of  Franklin 
led to creation of  the First Free 
Public Lending Library in North 
America and set the tone for 
Franklin’s history ever since. Ben 
Franklin Month recognizes the 
town’s ongoing book- and learn-
ing-friendly culture and the many 
other ways Franklin has inspired 
and continues to inspire creative 
endeavors with a growing slate of  
events and activities! Ben Frank-
lin Month is led by the Franklin 
Historical Museum, with support 
from Franklin Public Library, and 
Dean College with grant fund-
ing provided by Mass. Cultural 
Council through the Franklin 
Cultural District Committee.

PLANNED EVENTS 
INCLUDE:

Sat. 1/4 Franklin-ventions: 
Revolutionary Ideas in Franklin 
Industries + a look at some of  
Ben Franklin’s famous inventions. 
Continues all month during regu-
lar hours (Sat. 10-1 and Sun 1-4) 
at the Franklin Historical Mu-

seum, 80 West Central Street.
Sat. 1/4 ‘Ben Gave us Books 

and We Gave the World Books’ 
-- a display of Franklin-authored 
books, past and present. Con-
tinues all month during regular 
hours (Sat. 10-1 and Sun 1-4) at 
the Franklin Historical Museum, 
80 West Central Street. (Are you 
a Franklin Author? -- contact 
alan.r.earls@gmail.com to join 
the display!)

Thurs. 1/9 JUNTO A Non-Fic-
tion Book Club at the Franklin 
Library Starts in January! (In-
spired by Ben Franklin’s famous 
Philadelphia reading group, the 
Junto)! The first meeting is Thurs-
day January 9th at 6:30PM. The 
January Book is Think Again by 
Adam Grant! Get a physical or 
digital copy through the Library 
Catalog!

Sat. 1/11 1:00—3:00 PM Ben 
Franklin Week Kickoff Concert at 
the Franklin Public Library with 
popular local favorite, Franklin 
Underground!

Sun 1/12 Second Sunday 
Speaker Series (Speaker to be an-
nounced) at the Franklin Histori-
cal Museum. Museum open 1-4, 
program starts at 1:15.

Fri. 1/17 Franklin Library Chil-
dren’s Dept features Ben Frank-
lin Birthday Bash. Check library 
website for details.

Sat. 1/18 Short Franklin-re-
lated films at Historical Museum 
during regular 10-1 hours.

Sun. 1/19 Third Sunday “music 
at the museum’ – Come learn 
about and experience the lively, 
underappreciated musical, Ben 
Franklin in Paris that ran for 215 
performances on Broadway 
(1964-5)! Free.

Wed. 1/22 (event Dean Col-
lege Student History Reception 
at Franklin  Historical Museum 
80 West Central Street

Thurs., 1-23, Ben Franklin 
Autobiography LIVE Readathon 
at the Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 West Central Street, 
1:30 p.m. to approximately 8 
p.m. Come and participate! Con-
tact Alan Earls with any ques-
tions (alan.r.earls@gmail.com). 
FREE. Note, the ‘kick off ‘ reader 
(prerecorded) will be Franklin’s 
Congressman, Jake Auchincloss 

followed by State Senator Becca 
Rausch (also prerecorded). Vol-
unteer readers typically partici-
pate for 10-15 minutes in sharing 
this classic work of  American 
literature. Event will also include 
a ‘tea’ (Ben’s favorite kind!) and 
reading of  a short play written by 
Ben Franklin. Watch for a signup 
link on the website or come by to 
listen or participate!

Fri. 1/17 Big Library Book Sale 
at the Franklin Public Library Fri-
day, January 17th, 1-5 p.m.

Sat. 1/18 Big Library Book Sale 
continues 9 a.m. to 12 Noon and 
from 1-4, it’s a BAG SALE

Sun. 1/26 Vera Meyer and Ben 
Franklin’s Glass Armonica at Mar-

vin Chapel, Dean College (second 
floor of Dean Hall) at approxi-
mately 1:30 (check back closer to 
the date) Among Ben Franklin’s 
most amazing inventions is the 
glass armonica (or harmonica) , a 
series of  concentric, rotating crys-
tal glass bowls that can be played 
(think of  the sound of  wine glass 
rims being rubbed). Mozart and 
others composed music for it. 
Musician Vera Meyer will per-
form. The event will also include 
Ben Franklin’s tongue-in-cheek 
play. Ben Franklin and the Gout. 
FREE

Check back for updates and/
or new events and activities at 
https://benfranklinbookweek.com
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COMING IN

MARCH 2025

ZONE 1
REACH 73,149

Auburn, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, Millbury, Northbridge, 

Oxford, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Webster

ZONE 2
REACH 96,651

Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, 
Holliston, Medway, Milford, Millis, 

Natick, Norfolk, Norwood and  Wrentham

localtownpages

This section will be a guide to the local job seeker looking 
for a career change or a new job! Editorial will focus on best 

resume writing techniques, how to answer top interview 
questions, changing careers and so much more. 

Perfect place to advertise your job postings and reach 
more than 172,000 homes and businesses! 

CareerCentral

Reserve your space today by contacting Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544  
or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com. Reservation deadline is February 8, 2025.

Reach more than 172,000 with both zones

January 2025 at Franklin Public Library
The Library will be closed Wednes-

day January 1st for New Year’s Day 
and Monday January 20th for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day.

Franklin Public Library’s 
2024 Reading Challenge!

January: Get inspired!
Welcome to the Franklin 

Public Library’s second Annual 
Reading Challenge! For each 
monthly prompt that you com-
plete and submit on time you 
will receive a Free Book Coupon 
that’s good at the library’s Book 
Sale. Submissions MUST be 
submitted by the last day of  each 
month in order to qualify for that 
month’s Free Book Coupon. For 
complete details and to sign-up, 
visit our website! Grand prizes 
made possible by the Friends of  
the Franklin Library!

Franklin Public Library 
VITA: Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance

Site Opening Saturday February 
1st!

Volunteers are always needed 
for the IRS Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance and Tax Coun-

seling for the Elderly programs… 
better known as VITA and TCE.

Many volunteer roles are 
available. You can help as a 
greeter, an interpreter, and many 
other roles, but most of  all, we 
need tax preparers. Training for 
certification is provided!

Learn more at https://www.
irs.gov/individuals/irs-tax-vol-
unteers or email site coordinator 
Mitzi Gousie at mgousie@min-
lib.net

ESL & Adult Literacy 
Program

The Franklin Public Library 
has started an English as a Sec-
ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Franklin 
and its surrounding communi-
ties.  Volunteers and students do 
not need to be Franklin residents. 
If  interested, fill out the registra-
tion form on the library’s website.

Special Events for Kids

Ben Franklin Birthday Bash! Friday, 
January 17th @ 1 p.m.

Join us as we celebrate the 
birthday of  Ben Franklin him-
self ! Music, games, costume con-
tests, and more! 

Winter Carnival! Saturday, January 
18th @ 1 p.m.

Join us for an epic afternoon 
of  winter fun for the whole fam-
ily! Enjoy a variety of  carnival 
games, crafts, snacks, and more!
Family Literacy Night! Wednesday, 
January 22nd @ 5:30 p.m.

Join us for an evening celebra-
tion of  reading for the whole 
family! Presented in partnership 
with the Franklin Public schools! 
Browse our curated tables of  
family read-alouds, get tips, 
tricks, and free resources to make 
reading fun at home, and visit 
with Franklin’s favorite police 
dogs for some fun independent 
reading practice!

Special Events for Teens
Teen Vision Boards! Wednesday, 
January 8th @ 5:30 p.m.

Teens! Set your intentions for 
2025! Join us as we get crafty, cre-
ating vision boards and setting 
our reading resolutions!
Teen Interactive Movie! 
Wednesday, January 15th @ 5 p.m.

Teens! Join us for a cozy win-
ter movie! An interactive viewing 
of  Little Women, complete with 
snacks and fun activities!

Special Events for Adults

JUNTO Non Fiction Book Club, 
Thursday, January 9th 6:30 p.m.

The JUNTO (from the Span-
ish junta or assembly) was a 
club for mutual improvement 
established in 1727 by Benja-
min Franklin. Franklin Public 
Library’s JUNTO Book Club is 
a place to discuss a book of  the 
month and share our insights 
from the book and beyond! The 
first meeting is Thursday Janu-
ary 9th at 6:30 p.m. The January 
Book is Think Again by Adam 
Grant! Get a physical or digital 
copy through the Library Cata-
log!
Friends of Franklin Library 
Meeting, Tuesday January 14th @ 
7 p.m.

Love the Library? Join the 
Friends! Attend the next meet-
ing or contact the FOFL at: 
fofl02038@gmail.com | Fol-
low the Friends on Twitter: @
FriendsFranklin
Franklin’s Historic Union Street 
Cemetery: Its gravestone carvers 
and monuments, Wednesday, 
January 15th @ 6:30 p.m.

Come learn about the Union 
Street Cemetery, one of  Frank-
lin’s historic cemeteries founded 
in 1752. We’ll discuss the families 
buried there, the gravestones and 
the men who carved them. We’ll 
also look at the types of  monu-
ments and the symbols found on 
them.
Painting for Adults, Saturday, 
January 18th @ 1 p.m.

Grown-ups! Are you feeling 
creative? Join Miss Lily to cre-
ate your very own step-by-step 
painting of  a covered bridge! All 
materials will be provided. Regis-
tration is required!

The Golden Age of Silent Movies, 
Thursday, January 23rd @ 6:30 
p.m.

Silent Movie pianist Richard 
Hughes creates a living history by 
way of  fascinating silent movie 
clips of  newsreels, educational 
films, melodramas, cartoons, 
comedies and more. Attendees 
will have an opportunity to syn-
chronize sound effects like a train 
whistle, siren and wind machine 
to a popular melodrama of  1913. 
Hughes will demonstrate inge-
nious animation devices that pre-
ceded the motion picture camera 
and then play silent movie ‘Mood 
Music’ to selected films.

Special Events for All 
Ages

Franklin Underground Concert! 
Saturday, January 11th @ 1 p.m.

It’s Ben Franklin’s birthday 
Week and the Library is kicking 
it off with a rocking good time 
with Franklin Underground in 
Concert! Listen and dance while 
getting the inside scoop on all the 
great events in around Franklin 
celebrating our namesake!
The Great African American 
Musicians! Saturday, January 25th 
@ 2 p.m.

Join us in welcoming Rodney 
Mashia performing a concert of  
jazz, gospel, soul, folk, and pop 
celebrating great African Ameri-
can musicians.

Franklin Library Book 
Sale

Friday, January 17th, 1-5 p.m., 
Saturday, January 18th, 9 a.m. – 
noon, books $1

Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Saturday, 
January 18th, from 1-4 p.m., 

Come fill a brown bag with all 
the books you can!

21st Annual Gary Mirliss 
Memorial Blood Drive
Blood Drive January 11, 2025
King Philip Middle School, 18 King St., Norfolk, MA 
02056
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Walk-ins will be accommodated on a first-come, first-serve basis, 
so we recommend that you make an appointment! Spots are filling 
up fast!

To make you appointment you can go to
https://bit.ly/Mirliss2
For information, please email: GM.Memorial.Drive@Gmail.com
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Franklin Reading Specialist Presents Three Sessions at NCTE
Horace Mann Middle School 

Reading Specialist Erin O’Leary 
presented three sessions during 
the NCTE 2024 Annual Con-
vention held recently in Boston, 
sharing perspectives on English 
education and reading in line 
with the event’s theme of  “Heart, 
Hope, Humanity.”

The four-day conference 
held by the National Council of  
Teachers of  English is the larg-
est event of  its kind for literacy 
educators, drawing hundreds 
of  teachers to share ideas and 
discuss successful practices for 
inspiring the next generation of  
learners, thinkers, readers and 
writers. The event, which took 
place at the Boston Convention 
and Exhibition Center, was high-
lighted by a keynote speech de-
livered by U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson.

The sessions presented by 
Reading Specialist O’Leary and 
the conference on a whole of-
fered encouragement for teach-
ers to become bold, ambitious 
and innovative in their efforts to 
share the life-changing power of  
literature with the next genera-
tion of  readers.

“There are a lot of  teach-
ers out there with good ideas,” 
said Reading Specialist O’Leary. 
“The difference between those 
being able to execute them and 
those who don’t is often fear and 

lack of  administrative support.”
Reading Specialist O’Leary 

presented alongside Mary Giuf-
fre, a West Bridgewater elemen-
tary school principal and her 
counterpart from the “Crazy 
Reading Ladies,” a spirited duo 
of  teacher-trainers promoting 
the uplifting power of  reading.

Their partnership as the 
“Crazy Reading Ladies” dates 
back to 2012, when the two both 
taught at Horace Mann Middle 
School. The pair started an inter-
active book club program called 

“All In!” at a time when a fea-
ture film based on The Hunger 
Games novels was about to be re-
leased in theaters, culminating in 
a field trip to the movies attended 
by 221 students.

The Crazy Reading Ladies, 
who are aficionados of  young 
adult and middle-grade litera-
ture, presented a session called 
“Books Build Bridges,” which 
expounded on the concept of  so-
cial-emotional learning through 
young adult literature. Using an 
evidence-based social-emotional 

learning framework to guide a 
personalized approach to match-
ing students with books to read, 
the program was introduced at 
Horace Mann Middle School 
after receiving a special grant 
in 2019. The grant allowed the 
Crazy Reading Ladies to spend 
$5,000 on books that are still 
being used today as part of  the 
initiative.

“We’ve always known that 
children who are emotionally 
available to learn do better in 

school,” O’Leary said. “What we 
didn’t know was how to support 
the development of  those critical 
skills. Let the books do the work. 
In our Massachusetts middle 
school, we have found that books 
are the best way to support so-
cial and emotional learning. The 
highly-individualized approach 
uses contemporary young adult 
literature to teach students about 

NCTE
continued on page 24 

131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Mary Giuffre, a West Bridgewater elementary school principal who 
formerly taught at Horace Mann Middle School, and Horace Mann 
Middle School Reading Specialist Erin O’Leary together presented 
a session at the NCTE 2024 Annual Convention called “Books Build 
Bridges,” which focused on a personalized, social-emotional learning-
based approach to pairing students with young adult literature.  
Photos courtesy of Franklin Public Schools

From left to right, author Ruta Sepetys, Mary Giuffre, a West 
Bridgewater elementary school principal who formerly taught at 
Horace Mann Middle School, author Steve Sheinkin, and Horace Mann 
Middle School Reading Specialist Erin O’Leary. The four took part in a 
session called “When History Meets Humanity” at the NCTE 2024 Annual 
Convention held at the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center.
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New England Patriots #27, Marcellas Dial, Chooses 
SAFE for “My Cause My Cleats” Initiative

The SAFE Coalition, in 
Franklin, was recently chosen 
to participate in the NFL’s “My 
Cause, My Cleats” program, 
with their logo featured on Patri-
ots running back Marcellas Dial’s 
cleats for the December 1st game 
against the Indiana Colts. 

NFL’s “My Cause My Cleats” 
program (#mycausemycleats), a 
longstanding outreach initiative, 
allows NFL players to “reveal 

their passions beyond the game 
and wear their hearts on their 
feet.”. Players are given the op-
portunity to pick a cause that is 
important to them and represent 
their chosen organization on cus-
tom designed cleats.

Dial decided to participate 
after learning of  SAFE’s service 
to those suffering substance use 
and mental health. Dial feels 
connected to this issue having 

witnessed the passing of  his dad 
in 2021 due to cirrhosis of  the 
liver. He wanted to honor his dad 
and tell his story in the hopes of  
helping people going through 
similar experiences. 

“It’s a big platform, because 
I can bring attention to people 
who are going through it about 
how it doesn’t only affect you, 
but the people around you,” Dial 
Jr. said in a recent article on the 
New England Patriots’ website.

“My dad knew what he was 
going through was affecting him, 
but early on, I don’t think he was 
thinking about how it would im-
pact us later on,” Dial says. “By 
the time he tried to get a hold on 
everything it was too late. That’s 
the message I want to share and 
get out to everybody who is strug-
gling – to not be self-centered in 
your thinking. Think about the 
people in your life who love you.”

In addition to SAFE’s logo, 
Marcellas also had the words 
“Sobriety is a superpower” 
painted on the side of  his cleats. 

A new recruit to the Patriots 
in 2024, Dial’s wife and young 
daughter now regularly cheer 
him on from the sidelines. 

SAFE Coalition, a nonprofit 
founded to combat the rising 
threat of  opioid addiction and 
overdose in southeastern Mas-
sachusetts, now supports over 37 
towns across the state with recov-
ery and support groups, referral 
services, one-on-one nonclinical 
recovery support, resource con-
nection, community trainings, 

educational programming for 
adolescents and schools, events 
like film screenings and talks, 
sober art and music nights, and 
trauma-informed yoga. SAFE 
also voluntarily advises opioid 
abatement funding boards in 
municipalities across the state.

Those interested in SAFE’s 
services or wanting to collabo-
rate with the organization can 
contact SAFE at (508) 488-8105 
or info@safecoalitionma.org 

Joe Flynn @footballfunnyguy

Leanna Puccio

themselves and the world around 
them, developing their social and 
emotional competencies in a safe 
and comfortable environment.”

O’Leary and Giuffre also 
presented a session on Bringing 
Libraries and Schools Together 

(BLAST), a collaborative intro-
duced in 2018 at Horace Mann 
Middle School to provide stu-
dents with a part-time certified 
librarian on loan from the local 
public library. Now, BLAST has 
spread to four of  the district’s 
other schools.

And the Crazy Reading Ladies 
also presented a session called 
“When History Meets Human-

ity: A Conversation with Ruta 
Sepetys and Steve Sheinkin,” 
speaking with the co-authors 
of  a recently published histori-
cal fiction called “The Bletchley 
Riddle.” This session stressed the 
importance of  reading regimens 
that include a healthy dose of  
both nonfiction and historical fic-
tion, with Sepetys and Sheinkin 
sharing how their works of  his-

torical fiction are meant to open 
up a world full of  secrets and fas-
cinating facts.

“Their books are exception-
ally well-researched, but they 
are also beloved,” O’Leary said. 
“They turn students into readers 
and readers into thinkers, giv-
ing young people the courage 
to question historical events and 
decisions while nestled safely be-
tween the pages of  a book.”

Reading Specialist O’Leary 
offered a special thanks to Hor-
ace Mann Middle School Princi-
pal Rebecca Motte and Assistant 

Principal Jennifer Santosuosso, 
for supporting her work to pro-
mote a culture of  literacy at Hor-
ace Mann Middle School.

“Not everyone is so lucky,” 
O’Leary said. “Theirs is the 
kind of  support educators dream 
about. They have consistently 
upheld and prioritized the cul-
ture of  literacy I strive to build, 
and made me feel valued as an 
educator. They are thoughtful 
collaborators who offer the in-
sight that helps me both reach 
and refine.”

NCTE
continued from page 23

Horace Mann Middle School Reading Specialist Erin O’Leary presents 
a session at the NCTE 2024 Annual Convention called “BLAST: Bringing 
Libraries and Schools Together.” O’Leary shared how she introduced 
a collaborative in 2018 at Horace Mann Middle School to provide 
students with a part-time certified librarian on loan from the local 
public library. 
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308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 508-520-9696508-520-9696

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for 
aggressive 

representation and 
Eileen came through 
selling our home in 

4 days, above asking 
price. Couldn’t ask for a 

better agent!”
~Paul L.

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

1 MacArthur Road1 MacArthur Road
 Franklin  Franklin 

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

8 Virginia Road8 Virginia Road
 Medway Medway

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

10 Stubb Street10 Stubb Street
 Franklin  - $565,000 Franklin  - $565,000

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

FOR SALE

10 Birchtree Circle 10 Birchtree Circle 
Franklin Franklin 

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

UAG

23 Country Village Way23 Country Village Way
MillisMillis

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

839 Lincoln Street 839 Lincoln Street 
Franklin Franklin 

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

UAG

16 Lavendar Street 16 Lavendar Street 
MillisMillis

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

SOLD

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

“We couldn’t possibly say 
enough positive things 

about working with Susan! 
She is simply the best of 

the best. As first-time 
homebuyers, Susan took 
us in and treated us like 

her own. ”

~Maegan P.

35 Archer Street35 Archer Street
 Wrentham  Wrentham 

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

 

Dean College Announces Two New Executive Hires
Dean College, in Franklin, 

has formally welcomed two 
new accomplished profession-
als to its leadership team. Basil 
A. Stewart joins the College as 
Vice President for Financial Ser-
vices and Treasurer; and Marly 
A. Norris joins as Vice President 
for Institutional Advancement. 
Both Stewart and Norris will 
report directly to Dean’s interim 
president, Mark D. Boyce.

Stewart most recently served 
as Vice President for Finance 
and Administration/Chief  Fi-
nancial Officer and Assistant 
Treasurer for Western New 
England (WNE) University, 
where he led the campus master 
planning effort that resulted in 
the creation and development of  
a 10- to 15-year capital. While 
at WNE, he also modernized 
the finance, facilities, and pub-
lic safety teams by emphasiz-
ing cross-training and career 
progression; streamlined the 

audit deliverable timetable; en-
hanced the legal review process 
of  agreements and contracts; 
and supported many technologi-
cal advancements ranging from 
long-term financial planning to 
data visualization and reporting.

Prior to WNE, Stewart was 
the Vice President of  Finance 
and Chief  Financial Officer for 
Lasell University and Assistant 
Treasurer and Chief  Financial 
Officer of  Lasell Village. He has 
also held senior level finance posi-
tions at Merrimack College, MIT, 
and Northeastern University.

Stewart earned his MBA 
and BBA in accounting from 
the University of  Massachusetts 
Amherst and holds designations 
as a Chartered Global Manage-
ment Accountant (CGMA) and 
Certified Public Accountant. 
He is a member of  the Ameri-
can Institute of  Certified Public 
Accountants, Inc. and the Mas-
sachusetts Society of  Certified 

Public Accountants.
“We are excited to welcome 

Basil Stewart to our Dean lead-
ership team, as he brings a 
wealth of  knowledge that will 
be invaluable as we advance 
the College’s financial priori-
ties and continue to support our 
mission,” said interim President 
Boyce. “With Basil’s extensive 
experience, including his com-
mitment to modernizing finan-
cial practices and enhancing 
institutional efficiency, the Dean 
community will greatly benefit 
from his leadership.”

Norris has a long history of  
success in fundraising for higher 
education and cultural institu-
tions. She has played a key role 
in three comprehensive cam-
paigns, including two with $1B+ 
goals. 

Norris most recently served 
as the Vice President of  Ad-
vancement for the State Uni-
versity of  New York’s (SUNY) 

Empire State University and 
Executive Director of  the Em-
pire State University Founda-
tion. She was instrumental in 
ensuring a smooth transitional 
period for the organization, 
which included a new president; 
a change from college to univer-
sity; and a marketing rollout as 
the only public online university 
in the state. Norris was tasked 
with building the advancement 
infrastructure and professional-
izing operations to support the 
university as it experienced ex-
traordinary enrollment growth.

Prior to the SUNY system, 
Norris served as Vice President 
for Advancement and Public Af-
fairs at Dominican University of  
California where she led the uni-
versity’s fundraising and alumni 
relations functions. Norris has 
also held leadership roles at the 
University of  San Francisco, the 
Smithsonian Institution, and the 
University of  California, Berke-

ley.
Norris earned dual bachelor’s 

degrees from the University of  
Missouri-Columbia and an 
MBA at Saint Mary’s College of  
California. She also completed 
the Leadership Development 
Program at the University of  
California, Berkeley. 

“We are delighted to wel-
come Marly Norris to Dean 
College as our new Vice Presi-
dent for Institutional Advance-
ment,” said interim President 
Boyce. “Marly’s proven track 
record in advancement and her 
strategic leadership in fundrais-
ing and alumni relations will be 
invaluable to our community. 
Her experience with transfor-
mational campaigns and her 
commitment to building mean-
ingful relationships with alumni, 
families, and supporters will play 
a pivotal role as we continue to 
strengthen and expand Dean’s 
impact.”
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Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com 
www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICE

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South 
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next 
door to Cafe Assisi!

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE
Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer, 
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans. 

Our rates are low 

NEW and USED is 5.99% 
APR

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360 
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit UnionThe Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union  
AUTO LOANS

Franklin Fallen Heroes’ Upcoming 
Remembrance Ceremonies

In honor of  the 45 Franklin 
Veterans who made the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving in the U.S. 
Armed Forces, remembrance 
ceremonies are held on the an-
niversary of  their KIA date. The 
ceremonies are led by members 
of  the American Legion Post 75 
and VFW Post 3402 and are held 
at 9:00 a.m. on the Veterans Me-
morial Walkway on the Franklin 
Town Common. Family mem-
bers, friends and members of

the community are all wel-
come to attend. In the event of  
inclement weather, the ceremony 
will be postponed to the follow-
ing day.

January 26 – William O. Martello 
- WWII

February 18 – Alan W. Willard - 
Vietnam

February 22 – James P. Murray - 
WWI

February 24 – David Laughlan 
III - WWII

February 26 – Richard L. Desper - 
Vietnam

March 10 – Marshall E. Rollins - 
WWII

March 10 – John A. Schur - WWII

March 18 – Elton E. Ekstrom - WWII

March 30 – W. Franklin Lynch - 
WWI

First Universalist Society in Franklin January 2025 Happenings 
Moving Towards an 
Indigenous Worldview

Sunday January 19, 2025 @ 10 
a.m.

Our planet faces so many 
crises, it can be hard to read the 
news. And yet, throughout the 
world, Indigenous communities 
and nations hold out a different 
way of  being. Guest preacher, 
Claire Karl Muller will speak to 
this vision, finding our personal 
stake in it and what UU Mass 
Action is doing with Indigenous 

leaders here in Massachusetts to 
get there. Find out more about 
UU Mass Action on their web-
site www.uumassaction.org

About CLAIRE KARL B.W. 
MÜLLER (THEY): Claire Karl 
is a force of  nature. They are a 
5th generation Germanic settler 
to Eastern Massachusetts and 
identify as a white, middle-class, 
non-binary, small-fat, queer or-
ganizer. Their values are curios-
ity, compassion, and truth and 
people power. They feel called 

to work with other white middle 
class folks on racial, economic 
and climate justice and joined the 
team at UU Mass Action in 2020. 
Claire Karl is coordinator of  the 
statewide climate justice coalition 
Mass Power Forward, which they 
co-founded in 2015, as well as the 
UU Mass Action staff lead for In-
digenous Solidarity.

Find Your Oxygen Mask - 
An Interactive Workshop 

Sunday, January 19, 2025 from 
11:45 a.m. – 1 p.m.

The FUSF Welcoming Con-
gregation Initiative Team invites 
you to an interactive workshop 
titled, “Find Your Oxygen 
Mask.” Members of  the LG-
BTQIA+ community, their al-
lies, and anyone interested in 
learning more, are welcome to 
attend. We will connect, learn, 
and share resources, fears, and 
hopes during these uncertain 
times. We hope that whoever 

you are, wherever you are from, 
whomever you love, whether 
your heart is heavy or light, you 
will join us. 

Jigsaw Puzzle 
Tournament and Sale 

Friday, January 24, 2025 6 to 8 
p.m. OR  Saturday, January 25, 
2025 10 a.m.- Noon 

Team Tournament: Enter 
your team to puzzle against other 
teams in a friendly and fun com-
petition on either Friday night or 
Saturday morning. Each team 
receives the same 500-piece puz-
zle and races to finish first. Prizes 
given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place.  It’s 
only $40/team for teams of  up 
to four people to participate and 
your team goes home with the 
completed puzzle! Team regis-
tration and puzzle tournament 
rules can be found at FUSF.org. 
For questions call Vicki @ (508) 
654-6740.  Cash, check or elec-
tronic payment accepted.  

Puzzle Sale: Over 500 Jigsaw 
puzzles will be for sale both Fri-
day and Saturday. You do not 
need to enter a tournament to 
shop. Most puzzles are priced 
between $3 and $5 - Some are 
brand new! Be sure to stock up 
for all those puzzlers in your life 
(or yourself). Cash, check or elec-
tronic payment accepted.  

The First Universalist Society 
in Franklin (FUSF) is a Unitarian 
Universalist Welcoming Congre-
gation located at 262 Chestnut 
Street, Franklin. 

Our Interim Minister is Rev-
erend Beverly Waring. 

For more information about 
FUSF please visit our website at 
fusf.org or  contact us at info@
fusf.org; call (508) 528-5348.  
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Lorraine KuneyLorraine Kuney
508-380-9938508-380-9938

lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” “The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” 

Call Lorraine Kuney today to see if this is your year for a move!
Thank You to all my 2024 Clients and Customers!

New Year - New Home?New Year - New Home?
Welcome 2025!Welcome 2025!

Wishing everyone a Safe and Happy New Year!
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158 Longhill Rd. 
Franklin 822 Maple Book Rd.

Bellingham

862 Washington St. 
Franklin

65 Benjamin Day Dr.
Wrentham

6.68 Acres, 
5 Stall Horse Barn Buyer

5 Field Cir. 
Wrentham

55 A Street
Franklin

57 A Street
Franklin

Tammy Todaro
508-277-2977

www.todaroteamhomes.com

2024 in review...
I want to express my deepest gratitude to my past and present clients for making 2024 so

successful and memorable. I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to have assisted so many
people in selling and purchasing their homes! I am looking forward to what 2025 has in store.

New Year, New Home!

4 Bedford Rd, Franklin, MA 02038
126 South St, Franklin, MA, 02038

22 Mary Ellen Ln, Franklin, MA 02038
41 Hancock Rd, Franklin, MA 02038
140 Summer St, Franklin, MA 02038

1A Donny Dr, Franklin, MA 02038
7 Angelo Way, Franklin, MA 02038
9 Field Cir, Wrentham, MA 02093

112 Pleasant St, Franklin, MA 02038
74 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

79 Holmes Rd, Dedham, MA 02026
18 Saddleback Hill Rd, Bellingham, MA 02019

7 Northgate Rd, Franklin, MA 02038

2024 Sold - Listings 2024 Sold - Buyers
22 Frenier Ave #26, Attleboro, MA 02703

14 Hemlock Cir #14, Millis, MA 02054
579 Pond St, Franklin, MA 02038

7 Summer Heights Dr, Franklin, MA 02038
8 Boulder Trl, Walpole, MA 02081

14 Metacoment Ln, Franklin, MA 02038
66 Dodge Rd, Sutton, MA 01590

147 Dean St, Norwood, MA 02062
822 Maple Brook Rd #822, Bellingham, MA 02019


