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ueling Designers

Two patrons of the establishment, Lisl Gaylord (left) and Barbara Kwoka (right) enjoy one of the largest crop/classrooms in the
area.The space is available from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. every Tuesday through Friday for $5.

Story and photos
by Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - It’s All
About the Scrapbook at
1670 N. Lincoln St. is a
scrapbooking and craft
hobby shop that offers
materials such as designer
paper and embellishments,
as well as classes and an
online store.

The business, from 12
to 1 p.m. Jan. 21, hosted
Dueling Designers East
Coast Vs. West Coast
Season 2.

Every month, Yvonne
Lenhares, co-owner of
It’s All About Scrapbook,
and Renee Kolasinski of
Scrap-A-Latte in West

i | 4 . b e —
Yvonne Lenhares, co-owner of It's All About the Scrapbook,

records footage for her West Coast layout reveal with

instructions.

Babylon, N.Y., design two
double-page scrapbooking
layouts using the same new
collection of materials.

“We are a scrapbooking
store on the West Coast,
one of the few left, and
my partner, Yvonne, was

talking to another store
owner in N.Y. (Kolasinski)
about how to get people to
engage again with scrap-
booking. They came up
with Dueling Designers,”
said co-owner Andrea
Kett. “Quarterly, we come
up with scrapbook lay-
outs using new collections.
We have a reveal every
Tuesday and we have a
duel where we show every-
one what we made.”

For $68 per person,
club members received a
collection kit and a coor-
dinating solids kit for all
three months of sessions,
the second of which will
occur at 12 p.m. Feb. 11,

Continued on page 3

The Creative Space Now The Venue

By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The
Creative Space, founded
by Dixon resident Sarah
Johnson in late March
2022 at 160 W. A St., has
recently seen significant
changes.

The space, established
to host events and bring
the community together,
has semi-new manage-
ment and a new name. The
Creative Space has been
rebranded into The Venue,
and, under the dual leader-
ship of Johnson and Beri
Gonzalez, they are excited
to reintroduce the business
to the public.

“l am the owner of
PartyOn Events Co., we
do events and decorum,”
Gonzalez said. “We do
rentals, florals and work
on a lot of venues. When
Sarah invited me to join,
we wanted to create a nicer
venue; something more
aesthetic.”

Said Johnson, “Now,
because Beri is heading a

The event space is still in the mlddle of renovatlons but is already seeing nonstop busmess

Photo courtesy of The Venue Dixon

lot of The Venue side, I am
able to focus on classes,
workshops and vendors
through Blossom and Bee.”

The Venue hosts events,
such as baby showers,
weddings and graduations.
The business, originally an
extension of The Creative
Space, offers classes and

workshops to create oppor-
tunities to learn, grow and
create.

“Me and another good
friend of mine came up
with Blossom and Bee,”
Johnson said. “It was just
a way of bringing in local,
small businesses to brand
themselves and get started.

Maybe even some of them
can host workshops on
their expertise.”

Gonzalez said that her
interest in the field began
out of a passion for event
planning, having accu-
mulated so many items,
materials and resources

Continued on page 9

Genealogical
Society
Announces
February
Speaker

Annette Burke Lyttle is the
Solano County Genealogical
Society’s February speaker.
Photo courtesy of the Solano County
Genealogical Society

Solano County
Genealogical Society
News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG)
- The Solano County
Genealogical Society will
have a virtual Speaker
Series presentation on
Saturday, Feb. 1.

Our speaker, Annette
Burke Lyttle, will speak
on “Tax Records: More
Exciting Than You Might
Think” at 11 a.m. This
should be interesting shortly
before tax season starts.

Annette’s description
of this topic is the follow-
ing: Tax records can help us
locate our ancestors in place
and time. They can tie our
ancestors to land or confirm
to us that an ancestor did not
own land. They can help us
follow ancestral migrations
and separate same-named
persons. Sometimes they
can help us pinpoint a
death date or timeframe.
Tax records can act as cen-
suses between the censuses.
The variety of taxes levied
by governments at all lev-
els has left a rich record
of our ancestors’ lives and
their sometimes-changing
fortunes.

Annette Burke Lyttle
owns Heritage Detective,
LLC, providing pro-
fessional genealogical
services in research, edu-
cation, and writing. She
speaks on a variety of
genealogical topics at the
international, national,
state, and local levels
and loves helping people
uncover and share their
family stories. Annette is
a course coordinator for
the Salt Lake Institute of
Genealogy and the British
Institute. She is a published
writer whose research
interests include Quaker
ancestors and ancestral
migrations in the U.S. She
is past president of the
Association of Professional
Genealogists.

Guests are welcome to
attend this free event. If
interested, send an email to
the society at scgs@scgsca.
org no later than 4 p.m.
Jan. 31 to request an invita-
tion. More information on
events can be found on the
society’s website at www.
scgsca.org and Facebook
page. *
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Celebrating Martin Luther King Day Dixon News Briefs

By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Martin
Luther King Junior, born
Jan. 15, 1929, is a prolific
civil rights activist recog-
nized for his leadership
and commitment to social
justice through nonviolent
means.

Tragically, the civil
rights legend lost his life
to an assassin on April 4,
1968. The third Monday of
every January is now dedi-
cated to King’s sacrifice.

On Jan. 20, several
Solano and Yolo County-
based organizations hosted
events to honor King’s
contributions to equality
and the common good.

In Vacaville, the Solano
Brewing Co., 5500 Weber
Road., recognized the hol-
iday but was not the only
organization to do so. The
Vacaville People’s Forum
held its fifth annual MLK
Day Celebration from 12
to 2 p.m. The free event
at Sunrise Banquet Hall,
620 Orange Drive, had
live music, dance perfor-
mances, local vendors, a
community resource table
and appetizers provided by
From Scratch with Love
Catering. The event saw
several featured speakers,
including author Crystal
Patterson, board mem-
ber of the Fairfield-Suisun
Unified School District, Dr.
Nikki Parr and Charleston
Brown, the Will C. Wood
High School principal.

The City of Davis
also held its 31st annual
MLK Jr. Celebration at
the Veterans Memorial
Theatre, 203 E. 14th St.
The free community event,
hosted by the City of Davis
and the Human Relations
Commission, invited
attendees to explore an art
exhibit crafted by local
high school students for

More than 300 attendees were at the Veterans Memorial
Theatre, 203 E. 14th St., to watch several keynote speakers,
including School Counselor and Licensed Therapist Camica
Edwards Avorgbedor of Davis Joint Unified School District.
Phato courtesy of the City of Davis

their ethnic studies pro-
gram. From 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., attendees
enjoyed speeches and
performances from local
activists, poets and speak-
ers, while also having
access to the Yolo County
Library Bookmobile.
This year’s theme is
“Economic Justice & the
Dream; Building a Fair
and Inclusive Economy.”
At 11:45 a.m., the event
concluded with a march
from Veterans Memorial
Theatre to Central Park.
“This annual event gives
us the chance to come
together and recognize
the profound contribu-
tions of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.,” said Davis
Mayor Bapu Vaitla. “I
take pride in being part of

a community that champi-
ons equality and promotes
inclusive opportunities
for all.”

UC Davis Law School
also held its sixth annual
MLK Day of Service
and Celebration in King
Hall, 400 Mrak Hall
Drive. The free event
included lunch, a noon-
time celebration, a blood
drive, community ser-
vice projects, a donation
drive benefitting Umoja
International Academy,
and remarks from Dean
Jessica Berg and the Black
Law Student Association
President Jessica Hale.
Associate Justice of the
Third District Court of
Appeals Stacy Boulware
Eurie delivered the key-
note address. *
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Grace Fellowship of Dixon, 535 W. H St., is excited to host the return of the Grace Kids Club

every Wednesday from 6:30 to 8 pm. Photo by Kendall Brown

By MPG Staff

Grace Kids Club

Grace Fellowship of Dixon, 535 W.
H St., is excited to host the return of the
Grace Kids Club. Every Wednesday,
beginning Jan. 8, from 6:30 to 8 p.m., all
kids, from kindergarten to 5th grade, are
welcome to join for free fun, friends, and
fellowship; the final session will be from
6:30 to 8 p.m. April 16. For more informa-
tion, visit the Dixon Calendar and Events
Facebook page or gracefellow.com.

Uptown Collective
Grand Opening

Uptown Collective, 108 N. First St., will
be hosting its grand reopening, inviting the
public to join in at 10 a.m. Jan. 25. The
local business, proudly run by talented
women from our community, is excited
to open its doors and welcome everyone
back; more than just a retail store, the
venue is a celebration of the entrepreneur-
ial spirit of Dixon’s women. A variety of
raffle prizes, complimentary snacks and
exclusive sales will be on offer. For more
information, visit the Dixon Calendar and
Events Facebook page.

It’s All About Hot Foil

It’s All About the Scrapbook, 1670
N. Lincoln St., is hosting a hot-foil-fo-
cused class alongside Nikki Sher of Crafty
Creations by Nikki. At 10 a.m. Jan. 25,
guests will review the differences between
foils and machines, necessary materials
and a variety of demonstrations using hot
foiling products; after that, patrons will
work with the hot foil machines to make
3 cards. For $55 per person, attendees will
receive a hot foil Plate/stencil combo, one
roll of foil, paper and embellishments to
make three cards. The class is in-person
only. For more information, visit itsal-
laboutthescrapbook.com.

Davis Odd Fellows
Installation & Awards Dinner

Davis Odd Fellows, 415 Second St.,
Davis, is hosting its annual installation
and awards dinner from 5:15 to 9 p.m.
Jan. 25. Although beer, wine and other
beverages should be brought person-
ally by guests, a dinner of beef or veggie
bourguignon, roasted potatoes, roasted
veggies, coleslaw, bread and dessert will
be served. Attendees are encouraged to
dress business casual to semi-formal,
but the dress code is not mandatory. The
event costs $10 for members and $15 for
non-members. For more information, visit
davislodge.org; to purchase tickets, visit
Eventbrite.com.

Doubt: A Parable
Performances

Winters Community Theatre, 13 Main
St., invites guests to their first show of
2025, “Doubt: A Parable.” The first show-
ing, from 7:30 to 10 p.m. Jan. 31, will
explore moral conflict and the nature of
truth. Adapted from the Pulitzer Prize and
Tony Award-winning play by John Patrick
Shanley, the production is for mature audi-
ences only. Tickets are $17.85 per person.
For more information, visit winterstheatre.

org or call 530-795-4014.

Berry Sweet Valentine’s

Cooking Class

Every Baking Moment, 143 N. First
St., is hosting a berry sweet Valentine’s
cooking class from 3 to 5:30 p.m. Feb. 2.
Attendees will unleash their inner baker
as they decorate cookies inspired by love
and all things sweet. For $50 per person,
cookies, icing and appropriate tools will
be provided. For more information, visit
everybakingmoment.com.

CAASC 29th Annual
Scholarship Fundraiser

The Chinese American Association of
Solano County (CAASC) is hosting its
annual event to celebrate the Lunar New
Year and provide scholarships to local stu-
dents at Ulatis Community Center, 1000
Ulatis Drive, Vacaville. From 5 to 8 p.m.
Feb. 8, guests will enjoy an authentic
Chinese dinner, traditional lion dancers,
cultural performances, scholarship awards
and recognition of community leaders
and contributors. Proceeds from the event
directly benefit the scholarship program.
General admission costs $55.20 for those
14 and older, $39.19 for children 3 to 13,
and free children 2 and younger. For more
information, visit caasc707.com. To pur-
chase tickets, visit eventrbrite.com.

Dixon FFA Car Show

The Dixon Future Farmers of America
(FFA) is hosting the second annual Dixon
FFA Car Show at Dixon High School, 555
College Way. From 12 to 4 p.m. Feb. 15,
the free public event allows both DHS and
Dixon locals the chance to showcase their
cars to the public. Entry is also free and is
available to DHS students via applications
in the Ag building at school; non-students
can apply via a QR code on Instagram @
DixonFFA. For more information, visit the
Dixon Calendar and Events Facebook page,
or contact maria.c.torres@dixonusd.org.

Ruhstaller Comedy Show

Ruhstaller Beer Farm, 6686 Sievers
Road, is holding a series of comedy shows
throughout 2025, the first of which occurs
from 8 to 9:30 p.m. Jan. 23. Hosted by
Comedian Eric Somers, for $17.85 per per-
son, guests will be treated to performances
from Sydney Stigerts, Adam Tiller and
Teddy Hull. The next iteration of the com-
edy show will occur at 8 p.m. Feb. 27; the
performers have yet to be announced. For
more information, visit Eventbrite.com.

Veteran Business

Resource Fair

The Solano-Napa Small Business
Development Center (SBDC), part-
nering with NorCal Veterans Business
Outreach Center and the Small Business
Administration, is hosting a Veteran
Business Resource Fair from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Feb. 18. Held at the Daily
Desk, 490 Chadbourne Road, Fairfield,
this no-cost opportunity offers resource
workshops specifically for veterans,
Military-connected family members and
Reservists. For more information or to
register, visit solanonapasbdc.org. *

Ag Department Accepting
Applications for Ag Pass Program

Solano County Press Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The Solano
County Department of Agriculture is
accepting applications for 2025 Ag Pass
program training classes. The program
trains and preemptively issues passes to
commercial farmers, ranchers, ag proces-
sors and horse stable operators so they may
enter evacuation areas to care for crops and
livestock during emergency events.
Commercial agricultural business own-
ers and managerial employees interested
in obtaining Ag Passes must apply with
the Agriculture Department. Eligible
participants will be required to attend
an Incident Safety for Agricultural
and Livestock Producers training. The
Agriculture Department, County Office

of Emergency Services, UC Cooperative
Extension and CalFIRE will be holding
trainings on Feb. 6 and March 6 at the
County Event Center in Fairfield. These
will be the only trainings offered this year.
Ag Passes will not be issued again until
2026.

Although possession of an Ag Pass pre-
approves farmers and ranchers to enter
evacuation areas during emergencies,
there may be times when conditions will
not allow for safe access. Emergency
responders retain the right to enforce road
closures and prevent access into restricted
areas to protect imminent threats to life
and property.

To apply online, visit the Ag Pass
website. For more information, call 707-
784-1310 or email *
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Reagan Castelli is Soroptimist's
Yuung \Woman of the Month

From left to right: Soroptimist President Barbara Rigdon, Reagan Castelli, Olivia Wasser and
Principal Angela Brown pose for a photo. Photo courtesy of Soroptimist International of Dixon

Soroptimist International of Dixon
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Reagan Castelli is SI
Dixon Young Woman of the Month. She
was nominated by Samantha Bleasdale
from the Science Department and pre-
sented at the Soroptimist meeting by
Officer Coordinator, Olivia Wasser.
Principal Angela Brown was also in
attendance.

Olivia Wasser remarked that, “Reagan
has an infectious, positive attitude. She has
served as Class Secretary, Treasurer, and
is currently the President of the Associated
Student Body and is the President of the
Barnyard Club.”

Bleasdale’s recommendation states that
Reagan’s academic achievements are
impressive on their own, but what really
sets Reagan apart is her ability to lift oth-
ers up and make those around her better.
She has a rare combination of intelligence,
hard work, and kindness that makes her a
natural leader and role model to her peers.

Reagan is the daughter of Marc and

Tammy Castelli. She has one brother,
Anthony, who is currently serving in the
Navy.

Sports have played an important part of
Reagan’s high school years. Reagan has
played and served as Captain in Volleyball
and Track while in High School and par-
ticipated in the Barnyard Club. The
Barnyard Club is a group that helps sup-
port the athletes. This support of all sports
teams and the friendships she has devel-
oped while in school is paramount.

In addition to her busy schedule with
school, sports, Barnyard Club, and ASB,
Reagan works at Rosemary’s, as well as
holding a seasonal position at North Face
Ski Resort.

Reagan’s future goal is to pursue a
career in orthodontics. Kristina Wiley,
a local dentist and Soroptimist member,
has inspired her to pursue this typically
male-dominated field.

Soroptimist International of Dixon
members wish Reagan the best in her
future pursuits. What an extraordinary
young woman! *

Dueling Designers

Continued from page 1
followed by the final ses-
sion at 12 p.m. March 18.
Club members were also
provided with access to a
private Facebook group
for details about the duel-
ing layouts, including
instructions, and were
expected to choose which
layout to make, represent-
ing either the East Coast
or West Coast style.

“We use the collection

from the kits and load the
instructions online for
our different scrapbook
layouts so they can get
inspired and use the one
they would like to make,”
said Kett.

According to Kett,
there are several reasons
why scrapbooking is sig-
nificant. To her, being
a historian for family,
friends and loved ones is
the most important.

“I enjoy scrapbooking
because you can put all
your memories on paper
and share them,” said Kett.

Everyone does it for dif-
ferent purposes but, from
Kett’s perspective, com-
memoration is key.

For more informa-
tion on future duels or
about scrapbooking in
general, visit itsallabout-
thescrapbook.com or call
707-676-5252. *

Live Your Dream Award Winner
1S Vanessa Sendejas Chavez

Soroptimist
International of Dixon
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) -
Soroptimist International
of Dixon proudly awarded
Vanessa Sendejas Chavez
with a $2,000 check to sup-
port her journey toward
achieving her career
aspirations.

The Live Your Dream
Award recognizes women
who are dedicated to reach-
ing their educational and
professional goals. To be
eligible, applicants must
be the primary financial
providers for themselves
and their dependents,
have never earned a grad-
uate degree, be currently
enrolled in a vocational or
undergraduate program,
and demonstrate financial
need.

Vanessa is working

Left to right: Vanessa Chavez and Barb Rigdon, Soroptimist
International of Dixon president, pose for a photo. Photo courtesy

of Soroptimist International of Dixon

towards an associate
degree in Early Childhood
Education while being
a devoted mother to her
7-year-old son, whom she
aims to provide the best for
every day. Her passion for
working with children is

evident in her eagerness to
learn and her receptiveness
to guidance from educa-
tors. This degree represents
her dream, as she has a
deep love for children and
is excited to embark on this
path. *
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Kings Korner

SACRAMENTD

By V.G. Harris

Who’s the hottest team in the NBA right
now?! Well, if you’re Steve Kerr, he’s
telling his Golden State Warriors it’s the
Sacramento Kings, as the former world
champs embark on their short journey
from the bay area to Golden One Arena on
Wednesday night.

Winners of 9 out of the last 10 games,
only the Milwaukee Bucks kept the Kings
from riding a 10-game win streak.

Solid playoff bound teams like the
Celtics, Bulls, and Rockets met with the
defensive minded Sactown boys, and each
came away wondering what just hit them.

Is there reason for optimism in
Sacramento? You bet there is, and if
there’s one thing the Kings need to be cau-
tion of, it’s making an ill-advised trade.

You find many fans or commenta-
tors that will argue that the Kings need to
strengthen their front court, and the reason
is that the current alignment is not living
up to their billing.

Third year player, and much lauded
Keegan Murray is having a subpar sea-
son, and if he doesn’t watch out, fans will
stop looking at him as a 3-point shooter.
As of late, Keegan has made more impact
on the boards and on defense than he has
as a shooter. Sadly, in a 23-point blow-out
of the Wizards, Keegan contributed only 4
points and failed to connect on all 5 of his
3-point attempts.

Not to be left out, Trey Lyles, who has
been playing abysmal basketball as of late,
scored only 4 points as well, while taking
up 20 minutes of play on the hardwood.

Once considered the Kings 3-point
assassin, Kevin Huerter took a total of six
3-point shots, connecting on just one. So,
Murray, Lyles, and Huerter made exactly
one 3-point field goal while putting in
a combined 61 minutes of play on the
hardwood.

Why do I point out the negatives with
the Kings winning 9 out of 10 games and
climbing above the 500 mark? Sadly,
none of the three just mentioned are likely
to bring anything of value on the trade
market.

While Keegan Murray held significant
value on the trade market just one year
ago, his interest and value has dropped to
an all-time low, and many teams are likely

not interested in Keegan at all.

Similarly, Kevin Huerter is fortu-
nate to make a basket from 3-point land
at all, and the former starter for the
Kings and 3-point specialist is likely to
fall into the same disinterest category as
Keegan Murray.

As for Lyles, like Keegan, he’s hav-
ing a subpar performance in 2024/2025,
and his lack of offensive productivity will
likely garnish him little interest from other
teams.

Unfortunately, while teams turn away
from trade offers for Murray, Lyles, and
Huerter, they will be coming strong for
players like Fox, Monk, and possibly even
Keon Ellis.

Of all the players the Kings have cur-
rently, it’s possible that Keon Ellis has
the most prolific upside. Ellis remarkably
is supplanting other players on the team,
as a Bonafide 3-point shooter. In Sunday
night’s win over the Washington Wizards,
all Keon did was score 18 points in 18 min-
utes, while connecting on six 3-point shots
to lead all players from beyond the arc.

Pay attention Sacramento, and I’m
talking to you Monte McNair. Keon Ellis
brings game on both ends of the court.

Sabonis remains untouchable if there is
such a term in NBA circles today, but the
gossip surrounding DeAaron Fox needs to
die down, as any trade involving Fox from
this writer’s perspective is a bad idea.

The Kings need to hold the fort, pay lit-
tle attention to trades involving Fox and
Monk, and hope that Murray, Lyles, and
Huerter will return to some form on shoot-
ing acumen. Slumps don’t last forever, and
the fact that the Kings have played with
such assiduous vigor and success over the
past 3 weeks gives Sactown some much-
needed breathing room.

Shout-out to Domantas Sabonis for
taking player of the week in the Western
Conference last week, and continuing to
lead the league in rebounding and dou-
ble-double’s once again. Appreciate this
remarkable big man, he’s possibly the best
we’ve ever had.

All the best Kings fans and enjoy this
team!

Your thoughts are always welcome at
veharriskingsfan@gmail.com. *

Disaster-Prone California Should Adopt

Social Security Matters

About When to Claim Social
Security and Taxation of Benefits

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: 1 am 65
and currently working
full-time. Can I apply for
and start receiving my
Social Security benefit?
I’d expect to have to pay
income tax on it if/when
I do. Signed: Curious
Worker

Dear Curious Worker:
If you are working full
time, you should likely
delay claiming Social
Security at this time. At
age 65, you haven’t yet
reached your SS full retire-
ment age (FRA), so you
will be subject to Social
Security’s “annual earn-
ings test” which limits
how much you can earn
from work while collect-
ing early benefits. The
earnings limit for 2025 is
$23,400 and if you earn
more than the annual limit,
SS will take away $1 in
benefits for every $2 you
are over the limit. If you
earn significantly over the
limit, you may even be

temporarily ineligible to
collect SS benefits. FYI,
the annual earnings limit
goes away when you reach
your full retirement age,
which for you is 66 years
and 10 months, or March
2026.

As you obviously
already know, a portion of
your Social Security may
be subject to income tax
after you start collecting.
The threshold for taxation
of SS benefits depends on
your IRS filing status —
if you file your taxes as a
single and your combined
income from all sources
(including half of the SS
benefit you received during
the tax year) exceeds
$25,000 then 50% of your
received SS benefits are
taxable. But if you file
taxes as “married/jointly”
and your combined income
is over $32,000, then up to
85% of your received SS
benefits are taxable. Thus,
whenever you claim SS,
you may wish to consider
having income tax with-
held from your SS benefit.
This is optional, and you
can do this by submit-
ting IRS Form W-4V to
your local Social Security
office, or you could choose
to increase your income
tax withholding at work or,
alternatively, pay estimated
income taxes quarterly.

So, whether you can
claim Social Security now

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police
Department are considered innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG

Thursday, Dec. 26

11:15 - Information report in the 100 block of Heritage Ln.
11:18 - Missing person report in the 600 block of West F St.

14:48 - Thomas Neal Raftery (63) from Dixon was arrested in the 800 block of N Adams St. for indecent
exposure. Raftery was transported and booked at the Solano County Jail without incident.

Friday, Dec. 27

depends entirely on how
much you will earn from
working full time prior to
your FRA. If you exceed
the annual earnings limit
before your FRA, SS will
take away some of your
benefits or, if you greatly
exceed the earnings limit,
you may even be temporar-
ily ineligible to get benefits
(until you either reach your
FRA or earn less). But
note, if you decide to claim
early and any SS bene-
fits are withheld because
you exceeded the earnings
limit, you will get credit
for that (in the form of a
slightly increased benefit)
after you reach your full
retirement age.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA4). NSS4
and the AMAC Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental entity.
To submit a question, visit
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. *

a Preventive Approach, Rather Than a Reactive One

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

As horrific as they may
be, the wildfires sweeping
through Los Angeles neigh-
borhoods, destroying homes
and businesses and killing
dozens of people, are cer-
tainly not unprecedented.

Rather, they join a
California continuum of
natural and human-caused
disasters that have afflicted
the state throughout its his-
tory — fires most recently,
but also earthquakes, floods,
dam collapses and deadly
riots. It’s as if Californians
must endure periodic calam-
ities as the cosmic cost of
enjoying unmatched attri-
butes of weather, scenic
beauty, mineral wealth
and enormous amounts of
arable land.

Precisely 60 years ago,
for example, the ruggedly
beautiful northwestern cor-
ner of California coped with
immensely destructive flood-
ing from epic storms. The
Eel River basin received
22 inches of rain in just
two days.

Several small towns along
the Eel and Klamath rivers
were destroyed, drowned in
as much as 50 feet of water,
and dozens of state and local
bridges were demolished,
isolating the region. The fed-
eral government even sent
naval ships, including an air-
craft carrier, to bring relief
supplies and assist in search
and rescue efforts.

Less than a year earlier,

Crescent City, a Del Norte
County town afflicted by
the floods, had been clob-
bered by a tsunami touched
off by a massive earthquake
in Alaska.

The persistence of disas-
ters befalling California is
underscored by just one data
point: During Pete Wilson’s
governorship in the 1990s,
every California county was
declared a disaster area at
least once, and several times
in some counties.

Wilson’s emergencies
included the 1994 Northridge
Earthquake, the 1992
Rodney King riots and heavy
flooding in 1997 that sparked
disaster declarations in 48 of
the state’s 58 counties.

Simultaneously during
his time in office, California
experienced the worst
recession since the Great
Depression, a severe drought
and was just beginning to
recover from the 1989 Loma
Prieta earthquake in the San
Francisco Bay Area that
destroyed a section of the
Bay Bridge, among other
things.

It was as if the four horse-
men of the apocalypse were
galloping across California,
dragging Wilson behind
them.

To his credit, Wilson fig-
uratively shrugged his
shoulders and assumed the
role of crisis manager, even
though, ironically, the disas-
ters undermined his plans
for “preventive government”
that would deal with issues
before they became crises.

If disasters of one kind
or another are baked into
California’s existence, what
could be done to mitigate
their impacts?

When it comes to floods
and wildfires, we could — if
we had the political will —
either stop building homes
in areas prone to flood or

fire, or at least impose strict
standards on construc-
tion to make buildings less
vulnerable, as we do for
earthquakes.

There is some anecdotal
evidence that homes built
with fire-resistant materi-
als, including non-flammable
roofs, have fared better in the
Los Angeles fires. We could
start by imposing tough new
building standards when
neighborhoods scorched by
current fires are rebuilt.

We also need to plan for
better escape routes and
install better systems for
warning people to evacuate.
The narrow winding streets
in Southern California’s
upscale communities became
death traps for some.

Finally, we need a
new approach to insur-
ance coverage. Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo Lara
is finalizing a new regula-
tory system that would let
insurers include estimates
of future losses and costs of
reinsurance in their premi-
ums, hoping that it would
prop up a very unstable
market.

Maybe we should go
beyond that. Maybe we need
the state to provide basic
casualty coverage in a master
statewide policy financed by
mandatory fees on property,
with the option for property
owners to purchase supple-
mental coverage.

If disasters are unavoid-
able in California, we need
to accept that fact and adopt
Pete Wilson’s preventive
approach, rather than merely
reacting after the fact.

Dan Walters is one of most
decorated and widely syndi-
cated columnists in California
history, authoring a column
four times a week that offers his
view and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social and
demographic trends. *

05:20 - Brendan Armstrong (25) from Vacaville was arrested in the 800 block of N Adams St. for battery and
false imprisonment and booked at the Solano County Jail.

10:35 - Found property report in the intersection of Princeton Way with E Parkway Blvd.

15:39 - Late report of a non-injury hit & run in the 100 block of Heritage Lane.

18:34 - A vandalism arrest report was taken at 400 block of S. First St. Officers arrived and contacted (S)
Melissa Figueroa (45) of Dixon. Figueroa was arrested and taken to the Solano County Jail and released to
their staff.

22:10 - A lost property report was taken in the 1500 block of Valley Glen Dr.

23:42 - An informational report was taken at Hall Park.

03:32 - A stolen vehicle report was taken in the 700 block of Cahill Ct.

Saturday, Dec. 28

10:00 - Agency assist for Vacaville Police Department in the area of S. First St. and County Fair Dr.
13:20 - Suspicious circumstance reported in the 1400 block of Folsom Downs Cir.
Sunday, Dec. 29

No reports taken.

Monday, Dec. 30

07:15 - Hit and run traffic accident reported in the 1100 block of Revelle Dr.

07:39 - Stolen vehicle report taken in the 500 block of Trinity Ct.

11:00 - Fraud report taken in the 1100 block of Watson Ranch Way.

14:46 - Fraud report taken at the Police Department.

20:20 - Non-injury vehicle accident in the area of N. First and E. Dorset Dr.

05:20 - Felony vandalism to a residence and vehicle in the 900 block of Newgate Way.

Tuesday, Dec. 31

09:37 - Theft report taken in the 1100 block of Newgate Way. An unknown suspect stole a 3-wheeled bicycle
on Friday.

11:15 - Threats report taken at the Police Department.

14:31 - Vandalism report taken in the 100 block of E. A St.

Wednesday, Jan. 1

15:17 - Confidential report in the 1200 block of Rutgers Way.

Thursday, Jan. 2

08:37 - Death investigation in the 600 block of Marvin Way.

11:22 - A vehicle was located parked in the 300 Industrial Way with a registration expired 2021, and
exhibiting license plates belonging to a different vehicle. The vehicle was towed and the license plates were
seized for safekeeping.

12:07 - Fraud report in the 200 block of West A Ave.

16:09 - Late reporting of a misdemeanor domestic battery in the 1100 block of Pitt School Rd.

17:31 - A confidential report was taken in the 1500 block of Valley Glen Dr.

20:31 - A courtesy report was taken for the Vallejo Police Department. A Dixon resident’s license plates were
stolen in their city. A report was taken and sent to them for follow-up.

00:05 - A publicintoxication report was taken in the 900 block of Pembroke Way. (S) David Rivas (40) of Dixon.
Rivas was found in the driveway of a residence where he did not belong and was extremely intoxicated. Rivas
was arrested for 647 P.C. and taken to the Solano County Jail. Rivas was later released pursuant to 849(b) P.C
Friday, Jan. 3

09:23 - Threats report in the 1600 block of N. First St.

12:01 - Fraud report in the 200 block of W. A St.

12:42 - Ricardo Ayala Rendon (39) of Woodland was arrested in the 1000 block of N. First St. for an outstanding
no cite-release misdemeanor bench warrant for failure to appear on DUI charges. Rendon was booked at the
Solano County jail.

15:33 - Missing person report in the 1300 block of W. F St.

Saturday, Jan. 4

14:16 - Court order violation reported in the 800 block of Elm Drive. Lori Rosenberger (55), of Dixon, was
arrested for Violation of a Court Order. She was transported to the Solano County Jail.

15:16 - Battery reported in the 1200 block of Stratford Ave. 25-0015

17:18 - Harassment reported in the 400 block of W. Chestnut St.

01:55 - A warrant arrest report was taken at the intersection of Little Lane at N. Lincoln St. Officers contacted
(S) Koa Capriotti (31) of Santa Rosa. The warrant was confirmed and Capriotti was arrested. Officers later
learned that the warrant was input incorrectly. Capriotti was released pursuant to 849(b) P.C.

Sunday, Jan. 5

21:10 - Male placed on mental health hold in the 200 block of E. Broadway.




Dixon Independent Voice

JANUARY 24, 2025 * 5

| w

Book Review & SpeciaL Events EpiTor o £ amy-shane@att.net « © amy_fortheloveofbooks

Tackle the Winter Chill with Peculiar Baking

Nikk Alcaraz’s baking
book, Peculiar Baking: A
Practical Guide to Strange
Confections, by Page Street
Publishing, takes readers
into the world of peculiarity.

Social media star and the
celebrator of all things beau-
tifully peculiar, Nikk Alcaraz
inspires bakers to take the
dead of winter and breathe
life into it with baking.
Take a moment to see the
magic of snowflakes, dark-
cast corners, and tempting,
delectable treats to enjoy
by candlelight, firelight, or
even outdoors on a crisp,
cold night. Alcaraz shows
that dark and tempting treats
are not just reserved for
Halloween; they can be cele-
brated all year round.

Readers might recognize
Alcaraz from his infamous
social media posts featuring
Blueberry or "Boo-berry"
ghost pies, Scary Cheery
Pie, and his realistic beetle
bites. But Alcaraz’s cookie
cakes and breads also take
an exotic and delicious turn.

“Sometimes you’re hun-
gry for something different.
Something with a bit of a
bite to it.” Nikk Alcaraz

With a delightful array
of tempting treats, Peculiar
Baking explores all dark
and tempting delights in
the sections: Cursed Cakes,
Peculiar Pies, Curious
Cookies, Bizarre Breads
& Pastries, and Sinister
Sweets. However, bakers
aren't left out in the cold
when it comes to the finesse;
secret baking tips and guides
are also sprinkled in. While
readers might instantly think

BAKING

Peculiar Baking

of devil’s food cake, Alcaraz
takes it one step further,
delighting the tastebuds with
his recipe for Spinach Moss
Cake with edible modeling
chocolate mushrooms, Zebra
Spider Cheesecake, and
Honey lavender jar cake.

“The world is brimming
with peculiar wonders.”
Nikk Alcaraz

Taking bakers to a place
where peculiarity is explored
and celebrated, Alcaraz cel-
ebrates the element of
magical and edible with 50
delightfully delectable and
spine-tingling treats. There
are wishing candles that can
be lit and then devoured,
cookies and cream cauldrons
with dry ice, and apple eye
pies that like to keep their
eye on you. All these real-
istic little bites will make
you think twice before bit-
ing. But everything isn’t a
tempting sweet treat; savory
delights are also featured.

Like a scene from Harry
Potter, a large Toad bread
looks like it will leap off
the counter, while the bug-
ette loaf with rosemary
garlic butter and mourning
buns all set the mood for

Nikk Alcaraz

conversation.

While at first glance, these
bakery treats look like they
should be displayed on a
movie set or in a high-end
bakery, the steps and tech-
niques are easily followed
while also broken down
into sections for each recipe
detailing the cake or dough
with the frosting and the
décor separately. Throughout
the book are tips, tech-
niques, and icing guides, and
a whole section of coloring
is also added. A delightful
addition of a link to all the
templates can be found at the
back of the book.

This cookbook is not just
a feast for the stomach, but
also a treat for the eyes.
The leather book cover, rich
artistry, and stunning pho-
tography make this book a
coffee table conversation
piece and an extremely cov-
eted and delicious cookbook.
It’s a visual delight that will
leave you eager to explore
its contents. Peculiar Baking
is now available wherever
books are sold. You can
also find Nikk Alcaraz on
social media @practicalpe-
culiarities *

Dave Rasey
Dear Dave,

I had an interview for a
sales management posi-
tion during the first week
of January. Since then,
I’ve sent two follow-up
emails. One was to thank
the human resources rep-
resentative for their time
and for considering me
for the job. In the second,
I reiterated my interest in
the position and desire
to work for the compa-
ny. Was this a proper and
professional approach? If
not, how would you sug-
gest handling things after
a first interview?

— Tiffany
Dear Tiffany,

In this situation, I
would recommend send-
ing another email. You
want to walk right up to
that fine line that sepa-
rates bold and confident
from pushy, Dbecause
that’s one of things a good
sales manager should be

Dave Ramsey Suays
Approach it Like a Sales Call

able to do. Thank them
again for their time, and
respectfully tell them you
understand any hiring de-
cision can be a lengthy
process, but you’d like to
know when you can ex-
pect an answer.

I’m talking about using
your experience and the
idea that you’re a great
sales person, who has
transformed herself into
a great sales manager.
In other words, treat it
almost like a profession-
al sales call. And don’t
be afraid to have a little
fun with it. If you’re still
under consideration, that
means they like you and
you have a shot at the
position. You might even
hint at the fact they don’t
want to hire a sales man-
ager who doesn’t know
how to follow up.

You obviously have
sales skills if you worked
your way up to a man-
ager’s position. So, put
those skills to work. If
you’re on a sales call,
and the customer needs
to perform some due dil-
igence before deciding,

a smart salesperson will
request to schedule a fol-
low-up. In your email,
ask if checking back on
a certain day in the next
couple of weeks will
work. You don’t want to
be obnoxious, but you’re
looking for an appoint-
ment of sorts—a time
frame—so you’ll know
when to follow up with-
out seeming pushy or
desperate.

I hope this helps, Tiffa-
ny. Good luck!

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is a na-
tional best-selling author,
personal finance expert
and host of The Ramsey
Show, heard by more than
20 million listeners each
week. He has appeared
on Good Morning Ameri-
ca, CBS Mornings, Today
Show, Fox News, CNN,
Fox Business, and many
more. Since 1992, Dave
has helped people regain
control of their money,
build wealth and enhance
their lives. He also serves
as CEO for the company,
Ramsey Solutions. *
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A Film and TV Review
by Tim Riley

“DOC” ON FOX NETWORK

There is no lack of medical dramas on
network television and streaming ser-
vices. ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy” remains
a long-running series, along with NBC’s
“Chicago Med.” New to the scene is
MAX’s “The Pitt,” starring Noah Wyle
as a doctor.

This review focuses on FOX’s new
series “Doc,” which fascinates from the
point of view that it derives its premise
from an Italian series based on the true-
life story of Dr. Pierdante Piccioni.

For anyone knowing Italian, the title of
the fictionalized version of Dr. Piccioni’s
story of serious injury to the cerebral cor-
tex is “Doc — Nelle tui Mani,” which
translates as “Doc — In Your Hands.”

The Italian medic suffered a coma
during an accident in 2013, and upon
waking up from a lesion on his brain, his
last memory is that of the day of his son’s
birthday in 2001. He lost all memory of
the previous twelve years of life.

Set in the year 2024, the first episode
of “Doc” finds Molly Parker’s Dr. Amy
Larsen, a hard-charging, brilliant Chief of
Internal Medicine, engaging colleagues
as well as patients in a brusque manner.
She exudes no warmth and lacks a fuzzy
bedside manner.

The series opens with a horrific car
crash when Amy is driving home from a
late night at the Westside Hospital where
her unsparing workaholic attitude rubs
most of the staff the wrong way. The
accident leaves her with partial retro-
grade amnesia.

After the opening credit, the story
shifts to 24 hours earlier, allowing us
to witness Amy in action, bossing the
medical staff around and treating a very
pregnant woman suffering an undiag-
nosed life-threatening malady with the
compassion of a dead fish.

Flashbacks will be frequent so that
we know more about Amy’s past than
she does, considering how she now has
no memory of the past eight years, yet
remembering that she was married and
had an estranged daughter.

Amy is shocked to learn that she’s
been divorced for four years from her
beloved husband, Dr. Michael Hamda
(Omar Metwally), who also works at the
hospital. In fact, her entire family is not
what she remembers, rocking her sensi-
bilities to a distressed state of mind.

Fueling a greater sense of bewil-
dered is the strained relationship with
her resentful teenage daughter Katie
(Charlotte Fountain-Jardim) who can
only be remembered as an innocent
nine-year-old.

Even worse for her than the marital
discord and estrangement, Amy is trau-
matized to learn the passing of her son,

Riley Reviews

“DOC” MEDICAL DRAMA OUTSIDE THE
GENRE KICKS OFF NEW YEAR ON FOX

which turned her into a cold and callous
person who grated on colleagues and
patients alike.

She also can’t remember her secret
romance with handsome Dr. Jake Heller
(Jon-Michael Ecker), who is evidently
younger. This creates an awkward situ-
ation for Jake who fondly remembers the
intimacy they once had, including a sex-
ually-charged passionate moment in a
parked car at the hospital.

Amy’s remaining best friend at the hos-
pital, neuropsychiatrist Dr. Gina Walker
(Amirah Vann), has little guidance to
provide for her new reality since matters
of the brain are, even to the experts, still
a big mystery.

Gina may be hopeful for recovery,
but it’s uncertain if Amy will regain her
memories. In Amy’s fragile state, Gina
must choose carefully what informa-
tion from the past eight years to reveal,
lest too much too soon could prove more
harmful than good.

Meanwhile, just before the accident,
Amy was waiting for an autopsy report
that might reveal that fellow doctor
Richard Miller (Scott Wolf), may have
been responsible for a medical deci-
sion gone horribly wrong that could be a
career-ending move.

In an ironic twist, Richard is pro-
moted as the interim Chief of Internal
Medicine, a position he has coveted and
would hate to forfeit should Amy’s mem-
ory return. One can wonder what tricks
might Richard have up his sleeve in des-
peration to avoid further scrutiny.

Adding to the drama is Amy’s predic-
ament with her previously contentious
and harsh behavior that left her with
more than a few enemies at the hospi-
tal, including Dr. Sonya Maitra (Anya
Banerjee).

Pleasantly, Amy fondly remembers
intern Dr. TJ Coleman (Patrick Walker),
an orderly eight years ago who was
inspired by her to pursue a promising
future in a medical career.

Unaccustomed to being merely a
patient, Amy starts to meddle in the
affairs of other patients, giving advice
that may run contrary to the primary
attending physician’s diagnosis, but may
show that she hasn’t lost her touch, as she
desperately seeks to convince superiors
of a desire to return to practice.

The Italian doctor rebuilt his life and
began treating patients again. Will “Doc”
take a path for Amy’s redemption and
return to medicine? Where the storyline
may possibly go warrants watching more
episodes.

Medical dramas often feel overex-
tended with a basic storyline. “Doc”
moves on a different path outside the
standard genre, by concentrating its
attention largely on the struggle of one
doctor to recover from serious injury and
return to the practice of medicine. *

Kaweah Farms Find Balance
Under SGMA

In November, water managers and
farmers in the Kaweah Subbasin in Tulare
County won a unique victory when their
revised plan for groundwater sustainabil-
ity convinced state regulators to cancel
their consideration of probation for the
subbasin under California’s Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act. In the
first edition of Ag Alert’s® new Q&A
series, On the Record, published by the
California Farm Bureau, water manager
Aaron Fukuda talks about navigating
SGMA in the Kaweah Subbasin.

Kern County Immigration Sweep
Halts Citrus Harvest

Scores of farmworkers stayed home
last week amid an immigration enforce-
ment operation conducted in Kern County
by U.S. Border Patrol. “The crew didn’t
show up,” said Peter Belluomini, who
grows and packs lemons, mandarins and
navel oranges east of Bakersfield, and is
in the middle of harvesting all three crops.
“Instead of 30 people, there were like
five,” said Belluomini, referring to work-
ers hired through a farm labor contractor
for his citrus harvest. “The rest were hid-
ing at home.”

State Water Board Readopts
Drought Flows for Siskiyou County

Even though hydrologic conditions
point to a more positive water outlook
for the Scott River and Shasta River in
Siskiyou County, state water officials
last week readopted drought emergency
regulations that curtail water rights in
the region, affecting farmers and ranch-
ers. The regulation first took effect in
2021. Readopted for the Scott River
and Shasta River watersheds every year
since, the order limits surface-water
diversions and groundwater pumping.

California Bountiful TV tours San
Diego County

In its latest episode, California
Bountiful TV explores agricultural and
culinary landmarks in San Diego County.
Host Aubrey Aquino visits the nation’s
only producer of avocado oil, a fami-
ly-owned and -operated egg ranch and
a mushroom farm that’s tucked into the
hills of Escondido. Aquino also enjoys a
multi-course fine dining experience in a
San Diego backyard with a waiting list
that’s a year long. The weekly show pro-
duced by the California Farm Bureau is
up for three Taste Awards this year, with
voting taking place through Feb. 7. %

WE SUPPORT

RST RESPONDERS
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Community Calendar

Ongoing Activities:

Alcoholics Anonymous — If you want to drink, that’s
your business. If you want to stop drinking, we can help.
Call Alcoholics Anonymous at 800-970-9040 for either
local meeting information or to speak to someone.

American Legion Dinners — Every Friday night at the
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St. Prices range
from $12 to $17 depending on menu. Live music every
Friday. Live band first and third Fridays.

Bingo — Is played every Monday and Wednesday at the
Senior/Multi-Use Center, 201 S. 5th St., beginning at 12
p.m. Call 707-678-7022 for more information.

Friendship Services of Solano County — Do you
spend a lot of time alone? Would you like a telephone
companion? Call Friendship Service at 707-644-9062
x242 or 707-644-8909 and ask Cyndi about becoming a
client. It’s free. A program of Catholic Social Services.
A provider of the Napa-Solano Area Agency on Aging.
Email: friendship@csssolano.org.

Meals on Wheels — Homebound seniors can receive
meals delivered to their homes by calling 707-425-0638.
Lunch also served at the Dixon Senior Center, 201 South
Sth St. at 11:30 a.m. M-F. Reservations required — call
707-425-0638 one day in advance.

Regular Meetings:

Al-Anon — Family and friends of alcoholics can get
support through Al-Anon, which meets Mondays, 7 to 8
p-m. at the United Methodist Church, 209 N. Jefferson St.

American Legion — Dixon Post 208 meets at 7 p.m.
on the first Wednesday of each month at the Veterans
Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.. For information, call
707-678-6308. Also visit us online at www.dixonveterans.
org/Legion.

American Legion Auxiliary — Dixon Post 208 meets
at 6 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month at the
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.. For informa-
tion, contact Pat Holland (President) at 707-678-3685 or
Leah Marlin (Vice President) at 530-304-5385. Visit us
online at www.dixonveterans.org/Legion.

Anderson PTO — Meets monthly at 7 p.m. at Anderson
Elementary School, 415 East C St. Email andersonroad-
runnerspto@gmail.com for dates.

Bids For Kids — Is a volunteer organization created
to promote and foster youth participation in agricul-
ture. Anyone interested in this endeavor is welcome and
encouraged to attend our monthly meeting. Meetings
are held every third Thursday of the month. For more
information, please contact secretary, Lisa Dage at 707-
246-5623, fivedages@sbcglobal.net or president, James
Fuller at 916-952-0167, jameskfuller@yahoo.com.

Boy Scout Troop 152 — Meets Tuesdays, 7 to 8:30
p.m., in the Social Hall at United Methodist Church, 209
North Jefferson. Scouts is for boys 11 to 18 years old.
Contact John at 707-678-9693 or email Scoutmaster152@
gmail.com for more information. Check us out on the
web: http://www.troop152dixon.com.

Chief Solano Kennel Club, Inc. meetings — at 7:30
p.m. on the first Thursday at the Elmira Fire Station.
Call Linda at phone below to RSVP. Open to everyone.
No July meeting. For info call 446-7492 or visit www.
chiefsolanokennelclub.org.

Chief Solano Kennel Club, Inc. classes — Puppy
Socialization 6:20 to 6:50 p.m. (4 to 12 mos), Beginning
Obedience 7 to 7:40 p.m. (4 mos & older) indoor train-
ing classes on Wednesdays at the Elmira Fire Station,
as well as Conformation classes at 7:50 to 8:30 p.m. for
those who show dogs or are interested in showing their
dogs. Classes are open to everyone and their canine com-
panions. Classes are not appropriate for aggression issues.
Discounts for Seniors 55 and over, Juniors under 16, and
those who have adopted a dog from the Humane Society,
a breed rescue group, or your local shelter. Bring adoption
certificate when you register. Visit www.chiefsolanoken-
nelclub.org.

CITY OF DIXON: The following meetings are held in
the Council Chamber at 600 East A St. The agendas are
available before meetings at www.ci.dixon.ca.us. For fur-
ther information, call 707-678-7000 and ask for the City
Clerk’s office, Planning Dept., Parks & Recreation Dept.,
or Transportation Dept.

City Council — Meets on the first and third Tuesdays of

every month at 7 p.m.

Planning Commission — Meets the second Tuesday of

every month at 7 p.m.

Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.

Transportation Advisory Commission — Meets the

third Wednesday of every EVEN month at 7 p.m.

Dixon Adult Literacy Program — Solano County
Library Adult Literacy Services is seeking volun-
teers to help an adult with their reading, writing, or
English-speaking skills at the Dixon Public Library. No
experience necessary, flexible hours. All training and
materials are provided. Contact: Literacy@solanocounty.
com or 707-784-1526.

Dixon Boat Club — Meets first Thursday of the month.
For more information, call Butch at 707-678-3622.

Dixon Downtown Business Association — Dedicated
to enhancing the business environment and promoting
the revitalization of downtown Dixon as the cultural cen-
ter of the community. Merchant meetings are held on the
first Thursday of the month at various locations. Log onto
www.downtowndixonca.com, email DDROAC@yahoo.
com, or call 707-678-8400 for more information.

Dixon Game & Conservation Club — Meetings on
second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Game
Club Building on East Mayes. For more information, con-
tact John Kett at 916-284-4683.

Dixon Historical Society — Meets quarterly on the
third Sunday of Feb., Apr., Aug., and Oct. from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Dixon United Methodist Church Social Hall
located at 209 N. Jefferson St. in Dixon. Meetings include
a historical representation and announcements of upcom-
ing events. Anyone interested in the history of Dixon,
and its surrounding areas, is welcome! You do not need
to be a member to attend, and all presentations are free
to the community. The Dixon History Museum is open
for visits, Thursdays 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For further infor-
mation, please contact us at www.dixonhistoricalsociety.
org. Email dhs.dixonhistoricalsociety@gmail.com, or call
707-693-3044.

Dixon Kiwanis Club — an International civic organiza-
tion serving the community through enhancing children’s
lives meets on the fourth Monday of each month at the
Dixon Chamber of Commerce Conference Room. Call
Kristin Janisch at 918-840-0785 for more information.

Dixon Lions Club — Since 1954, the Dixon Lions
Club is a group of local people who identify needs
within our Dixon community and work together to ful-
fill those needs. Internationally our 45,867 clubs & more
than 1,347,322 members make us the world’s largest ser-
vice club organization. We meet first/third Wednesdays at
Bud’s Pub & Grill from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Website: http://
e-clubhouse.org/sites/dixonca. Facebook page: Dixon
Lions Club.

Dixon Rotary Club — Meets on most Wednesdays
at noon at The Creative Space, 160 West A. St., Dixon.
Rotary is the world’s first and oldest service club organi-
zation with over 1.4 million members working locally and
internationally to improve health and sanitation, combat
hunger, provide education, and promote peace. For more
information and meeting confirmation, contact Rotary
President Marlene Vega at 707-678-9368.

Dixon Scottish Cultural Association — Open to any-
one who is interested in celebrating Scottish culture.
Meetings are on the third Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m. at the American Legion Hall, 1305 N. First St. For
details, visit https://scotsindixon.us/.

Dixon Senior Club — Meets the second Tuesday of
each month from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Dixon Senior
Multi-Use Center, 201 S. Fifth St. For more info, call
678-7022.

Dixon Toastmasters/Public Speaking Club — Need to
speak in front of people? Want to improve your commu-
nication skills? Want to have fun learning? Check us out!
We meet Mondays at 7 p.m. at the Living Hope Church.
For more info, call or text Lynda Mendez at 530-665-
0948 or Rose Cooke at 707-297-0918.

Dixon Women’s Improvement Club — From
September through May of each year, the Dixon Women’s
Improvement Club dedicated to the betterment of Dixon,
meets on the third Wednesday of the month for stimulat-
ing presentations, activities, and friendships. Meetings are
held at the Dixon United Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall.

Dixon Youth Soccer Board Meetings — The board
will meet the third Tuesday of each month, except for
December, at the Sutter West Medical Center Conference

Domestic Violence Support Group — Thursdays from
10 to 11 a.m. at SafeQuest Solano, 1234 Empire St.,
Fairfield. Info 707-422-7345.

Dry Dock — This Alcoholics Anonymous group meets
Mondays, 7 to 8:30 p.m. and Saturdays, 10 to 11 a.m.
at Dixon United Methodist Church, corner of B and N.
Jefferson St.

Fairfield/Suisun Bass Reapers — Meets first Tuesday
of each month at RoundTable Pizza, 5085 Fairfield
Business Center Drive. For more info, call 707-429-3239.

Friends of the Dixon Public Library — Meets at the
library on the second Tuesday of the month at 5 p.m. For
more information, call 707-678-5447.

Gretchen Higgins Parent Teacher Organization —
We meet the second Monday of each month in the library
at our school. Email ohpto1525@gmail.com for more
information.

Independent Order of Oddfellows Montezuma
Lodge #172 — Meets at 6 p.m. on the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month at 111 West A. St., Dixon above
Bud’s. For more info, call Jason 530-400-0281 or Ed
916-837-6865.

Lambtown Committee — Meets third Monday each
month at 6 p.m. at Veteran’s Hall. Email John Knight at
johnknightpto@gmail.com

Living With Cancer — Support Group for people who
have or have had cancer meets the first, third, and fifth
Tuesday of every month, 7 to 8:30 p.m., in the Dining
conference room at Woodland Memorial Hospital, 1325
Cottonwood St., Woodland. Free.

Narcotics Anonymous — Open meetings are held every
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
at Dixon United Methodist, 209 N. Jefferson St. (Corner
of West B and N. Jefferson). For helpline information and
other meetings, go to www.napasolanona.org.

Northern Solano Democratic Club (NSDC) — Meets
on the second Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at IBEW, 30
Orange Tree Circle, Vacaville (behind Home Depot). For
more information, contact Jeanie White 615-260-7896 or
email pres.nsdc@gmail.com. Visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/northernsolanodems/.

NSDC Democrats in Action — Monthly lunch meet-
ing is every fourth Thursday at noon at Fuso Italian
Restaurant at 535 Main St., Vacaville. Meet to discuss
actions that can be taken towards local, state, and national
political issues. See above for contacts.

Promises AA Group — Meets Fridays at 7:30 p.m. at
the United Methodist Church, 209 N. Jefferson St.

Sexual Assault Support Group — Tuesdays from 6 to 7
p-m. at SafeQuest Solano, 1234 Empire St., Fairfield. Info
707-422-7345.

Solano County Mental Health Education — Monthly
presentations on various topics will be held on the fourth
Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 2101
Courage Dr., Fairfield. Call Rachel Ford at 707-784-8362
for more information and monthly topic.

Sons of the American Legion — Meet every second
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Dixon American
Legion Post 208 Hall. For information, call Wayne
Holland at 707-301-0941.

Soroptimist International of Dixon — Meets
Thursdays at noon at the Dixon United Methodist Church
(20 N. Jefferson). Call President Brenda Walker at 707-
688-1367. Mail: P.O. Box 472, Dixon, CA 95620.

36th District Agricultural Assn. — Board of Directors
meet the second Wednesday of each month, 6 p.m. in the
board room located at 655 S. First St. (Dixon May Fair)

Tremont Teachers and Parents Association — Meets
the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Tremont School. For more information contact 678-9533.

Toastmasters — Meets every other Monday from 7
to 8 p.m. Contact Lynda Mendez at 530-665-0948 or
email her at mendezlynda55@yahoo.com

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) — Dixon Post
8151 meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each
month at the Olde Vets Hall, 231 N. First St. For
information, contact Cecil Dennings (Commander)
at 209-395-8019. Also visit us online at m.facebook.
com/DixonVFW.

Young Ladies Institute of Dixon — Meets the third
Thursday of the month at St. Peter’s Parish Hall,
105 S. 2nd St. All Catholic women are invited to
attend. For more information, call Virginia Fletcher at

Parks & Recreation Commission — Meets the fourth Room, at 7 p.m. 678-5145. *
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Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Autos Wanted Health/Wellness Home Remodel Home Warranty

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE
to fund the SEARCH FOR
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call
24/7: 1-877-434-6852 (cal-scan)

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no deseado?
Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! Rec-
ogida rapida y gratuita en los 50
estados. Patriotic Hearts ofrece
programas para ayudar a los
veteranos a encontrar trabajo o
iniciar su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

- We Support
Our Military

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swit,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit
for 2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605  (cakScan)

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as
litle as 24-48 months. Pay
nothing to enroll. Call Now:
1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

|  ShoplLocal |

Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (caiscan)

JOINFORFREE-NOKITS
OR QUOTES & FREE
WEBSITE. CTFO (Chang-
ing The Future Outcome)
Has the best CBD oil avail-
able. Products for health,
beauty, weight or hair loss
and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com (try)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-844203-
2677 www.dental50plus.com/
calnews #6258 (Cal-SCAN)

& i

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install
a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For a limited
time, waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms apply.)
Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 3/30/25.) Call
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s #1
Walk-In  Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868  (car-scan)

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION: A
small amount of water can
lead to major damage in your
home. Our trusted profes-
sionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-888-248-0815. Have zip
code of service location ready
when you call! (Cal-SCAN)

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Landscaping/Maintenance

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron);
plumbing; mowing, edging,
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all
kinds of fruit or shade trees);
tree removal, rock, bark or
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098.

(TFN)

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

principal (818) 248-0000 sroker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA

Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

Miscellaneous

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

B fndégendent Vhice

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real
Estate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.L.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Advertising
Works!

Sports Lover's Tour
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celia@cnpa.com

(Cal-SCAN)
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Classified

Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of
Readers Every Week!

PG
MPG
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD » SUPER BOWL

CLUES

ACROSS

1. Bungle

5. Cause of a trip?

8. Dao, alt. sp.

11. Between marquess
and viscount

12. Super garb?

13. Inlet in Norway

15. Cogito ____ sum
16. Long story

17. Deprived of a limb
18. *Half-time headliner
20. Ice, dark or middle

21. *Cindy Crawford
wore “____ Dukes” ina
Super Bowl ad

22. Flightless bird

23. *Last year's Super
Bowl winners

26. A cheap, run-down
motel

30.”___ thefields

we go”

31. Merry

34. Actor’s part

35. Expensive

37. Not him

38. Cell phone bill item
39. Civil Rights icon

40. *David Tyree's _____
Catch

42. Letters of distress
43. What rule follower
does

45, Get cozy

47. Greed, biblical-
ly-speaking

48. Grieve for the dead
50. Time period

52. *Team with most Su-
per Bowl appearances
55. 3600 seconds, pl.

56. Casino chip

57. Salmon’s output
59.En____, alltogether
60. Like Piper of Hamelin
61. Uber alternative
62.___ Robinson

63. Acronym, abbr.

64. “Come Sail Away”
band

DOWN

1. Service charge

2. Songbird

3. Craving

4. Marilyn Monroe, e.g.
5. lazuli

6. Hot

7.52 cards

8. Hefty volume

9. Greek god of war
10.1, e.q.

12. Cherry red

13. Post vitriol

14. *Team with no Super
Bowl appearances

19. Looney Tunes duck
22. Architectural add-on
23. Meat of coconut

24. Roman king of Judea
25. Like certain whiskey
26. Grow crop

27. Brag

28. Algorithmic language
29. Ganders’ companions
32.Tom Jones's”____a
Lady”

33. Rolodex abbr.
36.*____ Superdome
38. Wombs

40. Lady lobster

41. Hardened

44, Follows wash

46. Pig sounds

48. Bouncing off the walls
49. Weasel's aquatic

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!

(Consumer

Cellular

cauconsumercelur - 888-804-0913

2023 Consumer Celluler Inc, For promo delals please call B88-804-0913

E: GZ590

© StatePoint Media

cousin

50. Fly like an eagle

51. Boot-wearing kitty

52. Mama Bear’s hushand
53. To perfection (3 words)
54, *Justin Timberlake's
“____Back,” sungin Super
Bowl show

55. Expression of doubt
58. *Steelers’ number of
Super Bowl trophies

" L call today and receivea
~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
/= PLUS $1600 OFF
?@';'_Eﬁms-',fﬁg 1-855-576-5653
412 5
5 1
9(8]3
5 2 8
3 1 9
1 7 4
8131|6
4 1
6 8|4

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE
DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE

CALL 916-773-1111
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats by Jeff Pickering
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps
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‘e 7 FOR YOU NEWLYWEDS MY ADVICE IS ¥
B T Dy | N 2 \ TO NEVER GO TO BED ANGRY. IT'S BEST
ABETERAL SN, || € S o | 70 STAY AWAKE WITH ONE EYE OPEN.

“I have no idea what you're talking about,
but | do have an opinion on it.”

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING PROPANE FLOORING
S &Y Cleaning Services We live where you live Please call for o free
Weekdy - Bi-Weeklv - Monthiv« One Ti We understand your propane service needs. in-home estimatel
€eKly - bi-Vveekiy - Montniy - UOne iime WE ARE
Weekends - Move-Ins - Move-Outs & Pro-Gas 9&%&%&5&9&%}5@
Loaf(;fcrt;ft?friig:g: Xcaﬁggllj:ﬂ A L L| E D P RO PA N E Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More
707) 689-6532 (707) 678-8500 1690 N. Lincoln Street « Dixon, CA 95620
( ) B 1700 N. First Street | Dixon (707) 676-5385
FREE ESTIMATES RobL@alliedprogas.com houseoffloors@att.net « www.houseoftloors.org
POWER WASHING PREGNANCY DENTAL
HOME SERVICES ? 1 ? . .
Pregnant? Worried: Allison Craig, DDS
PATIOS We Can Help! :
;'&'}NFG All services are free & completely Confidential. Anthony cralg’ D Ds
) ) AUTO SERVICES Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence Mable Leaf Dental
Pressure Washing Services g s Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling aple Leal Uenta
SRR mber SPB12021-00112 CARPET Tuesday-Friday | Evening Appointments Available
Robert Beard SEATS 70 7-449-899 1 ’ ' i

Hecntt i ‘L’JV\%ROTECTANT Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 1300 N. Lincoln Street - Dixon, CA
DBDEPRE??BRE.?II&DI .cgﬁ 138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville (707) 678-9296
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I.OCCII Wl'iters thntECI for Local News and much more!

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

- Dixon Independent Voice
MILG) call us today at 916-773-1111 () Facebook: @DIVMPG8
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Girl Scouts of Northern California
Kicks Off 2025 Cookie Season

Girl Scouts of Northern California with their cookie dlsplay Photo courtesy of Girl Scouts of

Northern California.

Girl Scouts of
Northern California
News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) -
On Jan. 13, Girl Scouts of
Northern California kicked
off its 2025 cookie season.

Consumers in all 19
counties from Gilroy to the
Oregon Border can support
their local girl entrepre-
neurs by ordering cookies
online at ilovecookies.org.
Local shoppers can also
locate cookie booths
starting February 6 for
in-person cookie sales. The
2025 Northern California
cookie season will run
through March 16, and
all cookie flavors are $7
per box (shipping fees
additional).

The 2025 cookie lineup
is jampacked with the full
spread of highly sought-af-
ter cookie flavors,
including Thin Mints®,
Caramel deLites®,
Peanut Butter Patties®
and more. At the close of
the 2025 Cookie Season,
the beloved cookie fla-
vor, Toast-yay!®, will be
retired to make way for
future innovations.

This year, over 16,000
Girl Scouts in Northern
California will participate
in the cookie entrepreneur-
ship program with the goal
of selling 4.3 million pack-
ages of cookies.

“We’re thrilled to part-
ner with ABC Bakers this
year, bringing beloved fan
favorites like Thin Mints®
and Trefoils®, along with
exciting new additions to

Local Girl Scouts show enthusmsm for cookle season. Photo
courtesy of Girl Scouts of Northern California.

Mary-Jane Strom, Interim
CEO of Girl Scouts of
Northern California. “This
season, cookie prices in
our Council increased
by $1, bringing them to
$7 per box—a necessary
adjustment to address ris-
ing costs. Despite this
change, every purchase
continues to directly sup-
port our local Girl Scouts
as they achieve their goals,
develop essential skills,
and make a difference in
their communities. I’'m so
proud of our Girl Scouts
and can’t wait to see all
they accomplish this
season!”

When Girl Scouts par-
ticipate in the Cookie
Program, the largest entre-
preneurial program in the
world, they acquire a host
of invaluable entrepre-
neurial skills, including

management, decision
making, people skills, and
business ethics. Each box
of cookies sold allows
Girl Scouts to develop an
inextinguishable entre-
preneurial spirit, gaining
courage, confidence, and
character as they con-
quer new feats and embark
on new adventures. Girl
Scouts obtain transfer-
able life skills as they earn
a variety of badges and
awards, including Cookie
Business badges, Financial
Literacy badges, Cookie
Entrepreneur Family pins
and Entrepreneur badges.
This season, Girl Scouts
of Northern California
calls on community mem-
bers to support their
favorite cookies—and the
youth behind each box.
All proceeds from cookie
sales stay with Girl Scouts

The Creative Space Now The Venue

The Venue hosts events such as weddings, baby showers and graduations, whereas the
Blossom and Bee will host vendor-focused workshops and classes. Photo courtesy of The Venue Dixon

Continued from page 1
that the next logical step
was to join the indus-
try. The event space also
offers a fully equipped
professional-grade
kitchen, which includes
a four-burner gas range,
char-griller and convec-
tion oven.

Transition into The
Venue started last October.

“It’s kind of like open-
ing a new business,”
Johnson said. “We already
have lots of inquiries for
businesses contacting us.
It’s been nonstop.”

The Venue is the first of
several new business ven-
tures this year.

“We love the ability to
provide a place where peo-
ple can bring their ideas
to come to life,” Johnson
said. “We’re not con-
tracted with anyone but
we have many businesses
we support. On my end,
I just hope to bring local
small businesses a place to

Sarah Johnson, left, and Beri Gonzalez are reintroducing The
Venue at 160 W. A St. to the public. Photo courtesy of The Venue Dixon

get started and gain expe-
rience through vendor
events.”

For more information,

visit thevenuedixon.
com, @thevenuedixon
on Instagram or call
844-439-8085. *

troops to fuel inspiring
experiences throughout
the year including camp,
amazing trips, service proj-
ects and much more.
Starting Jan. 13, con-
sumers can source Girl
Scout cookies online via
digital cookie stores at
ilovecookies.org and have
their favorite cookies
delivered straight to their
home or anywhere in the
country or find the closest
Girl Scout booth for in-per-
son cookie sales starting
Feb. 6 at select businesses

Northern California com-
munities until March 16.
Girl Scouts of Northern
California serves over
46,000 youth and adult vol-
unteers across 19 countries
from Gilroy to the Oregon
border. Girl Scouts bring
their dreams to life and
work together to build a
better world. Through pro-
grams from coast to coast,
Girl Scouts of all back-
grounds and abilities can be
unapologetically them-
selves as they discover their
strengths and rise to meet

they want to climb to the
top of a tree or the top
of their class, lace up
their boots for a hike or
advocate for climate jus-
tice or make their first best
friends.

Backed by trusted adult
volunteers, mentors, and
millions of alums, Girl
Scouts lead the way as
they find their voices and
create change on the
issues that matter most to
them. To learn more about
Girl Scouts of Northern
California, visit www.

our cookie lineup,” said goal setting, money of Northern California’s and neighborhoods in new challenges—whether gsnorcal.org. *
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025000001
The following persons are doing
business as: Round Table Pizza
#1294, 825 N Adams Street,

Dixon, CA 95620.

Singh Pandori, Inc, 825 N Adams
Street, Dixon, CA 95620.

Date filed in Solano County:
January 2, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A

This Business is conducted
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
January 1, 2030. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2025
ROUND 1-31-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2024-001918
The following persons are doing
business as: Benedict Restaurant
Corporation DBA Burger King,
1939 B Peabody Road, Vacaville,
CA 95687.
Benedict Restaurant Corporation,
1939 B Peabody Road, Vacaville,
CA 95687.
Date filed in Solano County:
December 23, 2024. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: 04/01/2012
This Business is conducted

by: a Corporation. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
22 December 2029. The filing
of this statement does not itself
authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)

Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025

KING 2-14-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000057
The following persons are
doing business as: Mode
Merchandising, 3452 Palo Alto
Court, Fairfield, CA 94533.

Dionn Talley and Elaine Talley,
3452 Palo Alto Court, Fairfield, CA
94533.

Date filed in Solano County:
January 10, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A

This Business is conducted by:
a Married Couple. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
09 January 2030. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize

the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
MODE 2-14-25

TRUSTEE SALE

T.S. No. 127154-CA APN:
0113-173-100 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE IMPORT-
ANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: YOU ARE IN DE-
FAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST, DATED 10/24/2014.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROP-
ERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAW-
YER On 3/17/2025 at 9:30
AM, CLEAR RECON CORP,
as duly appointed trustee un-
der and pursuant to Deed of
Trust recorded 10/30/2014 as
Instrument No. 201400083957
of Official Records in the of-
fice of the County Recorder of
Solano County, State of CAL-
IFORNIA executed by: ANNIS
HESLING, AN UNMARRIED
WOMAN WILL SELL AT PUB-
LIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST
BIDDER FOR CASH, CA-
SHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN
BY A STATE OR FEDER-
AL CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE
OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND
LOAN ASSOCIATION, SAV-
INGS ASSOCIATION, OR
SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED
IN SECTION 5102 OF THE
FINANCIAL CODE AND AU-
THORIZED TO DO BUSINESS
IN THIS STATE; OUTSIDE OF
SANTA CLARA STREET EN-
TRANCE TO THE CITY HALL
555 SANTA CLARA STREET,
VALLEJO, CA 94590 all right,
title and interest conveyed to
and now held by it under said

Deed of Trust in the property
situated in said County and
State described as: MORE
ACCURATELY DESCRIBED
IN SAID DEED OF TRUST.
The street address and other
common designation, if any,
of the real property described
above is purported to be: 621
W D STREET S, DIXON,
CA 95620 The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liabil-
ity for any incorrectness of
the street address and other
common designation, if any,
shown herein. Said sale will be
held, but without covenant or
warranty, express or implied,
regarding title, possession,
condition, or encumbrances,
including fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of
the trusts created by said Deed
of Trust, to pay the remaining
principal sums of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the un-
paid balance of the obligation
secured by the property to be
sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances
at the time of the initial publi-
cation of the Notice of Sale is:
$399,641.11 If the Trustee is
unable to convey title for any
reason, the successful bidder’s
sole and exclusive remedy
shall be the return of monies
paid to the Trustee, and the
successful bidder shall have
no further recourse. The bene-
ficiary under said Deed of Trust
heretofore executed and deliv-
ered to the undersigned a writ-
ten Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and a written
Notice of Default and Election
to Sell. The undersigned or its
predecessor caused said No-
tice of Default and Election to
Sell to be recorded in the coun-
ty where the real property is
located. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand
that there are risks involved in
bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien,

not on the property itself. Plac-
ing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically
entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the
lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible
for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clear
title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may ex-
ist on this property by contact-
ing the county recorder’s office
or a title insurance company,
either of which may charge
you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware
that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the proper-
ty. NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 29249 of the California
Civil Code. The law requires
that information about trustee
sale postponements be made
available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you
wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the resched-
uled time and date for the sale
of this property, you may call
(855) 313-3319 or visit this
Internet website www.clear-
reconcorp.com, using the file
number assigned to this case
127154-CA. Information about
postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone in-
formation or on the Internet
Web site. The best way to veri-
fy postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE TO TENANT: Effec-
tive January 1, 2021, you may
have a right to purchase this
property after the trustee auc-
tion pursuant to Section 2924m
of the California Civil Code.
If you are an “eligible tenant
buyer,” you can purchase the
property if you match the last
and highest bid placed at the
trustee auction. If you are an
“eligible bidder,” you may be
able to purchase the property if
you exceed the last and high-
est bid placed at the trustee
auction. There are three steps
to exercising this right of pur-
chase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale,
you can call (855) 313-3319,
or visit this internet website
www.clearreconcorp.com, us-
ing the file number assigned
to this case 127154-CA to find
the date on which the trustee’s
sale was held, the amount of
the last and highest bid, and
the address of the trustee.
Second, you must send a writ-
ten notice of intent to place a
bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 15 days after
the trustee’s sale. Third, you
must submit a bid so that the
trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s
sale. If you think you may qual-
ify as an “eligible tenant buyer”
or “eligible bidder,” you should
consider contacting an attor-
ney or appropriate real estate
professional immediately for
advice regarding this potential
right to purchase. FOR SALES
INFORMATION: (855) 313-
3319 CLEAR RECON CORP
3333 Camino Del Rio South,
Suite 225 San Diego, Califor-
nia 92108

Published 1/24/25, 1/31/25, 2/7/25

DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE  2-7-25

MPG




10 - JANUARY 24, 2025

Dixon Independent Voice

Morro Bay: The Classic California Experience

Story and photos
by Dannah Nielsen

CALIFORNIA (MPG) - Some
California coastal towns
could be studied for their
formula of economic and
cultural success, and Morro
Bay would be among the
most influential. Each visit
we’ve made to this beach
destination over many
trips spanning many years
seems consistent in mem-
ory: a crossover between
hard-working small busi-
nesses and destination
vacation vibes. The ulti-
mate, classic California
experience.

To start this trip off, we
chose to stay at the 456
Embarcadero Inn, perfectly
situated, naturally, on the
Embarcadero itself. This
is crucial for obtaining the
classic California expe-
rience: views of the bay
and its wildlife residents,
Morro Rock, the buzz of
tourism, and easy walks
to businesses and multiple
open piers.

The open piers are par-
ticularly important to note
here as it is a subtle but
clear message established
with thoughtful design:
the entire stretch of the
Embarcadero is open to
all visitors, complete with
playgrounds, park benches,
landscaping, viewing sta-
tions, designated access
points and welcome signs.
If you are here, the busi-
ness district welcomes you
to enjoy it all.

Of course, this busi-
ness district has its share
of what we commonly call
“tourist traps.” However,
this term is perhaps mis-
used at times. The tourist
traps have their place
deeply-rooted in memory
making and nostalgia as
one watches the lines for
seafood and sees the abun-
dance of souvenir shops
and sale pitches for adven-
ture kayaking. Perhaps the
long line for clam chow-
der is really the long wait
to revisit a core childhood
moment?

With that said, if the
tourist circuit is your jam,
the Embarcadero is your
playground. For us, we
opted to trek no more than
two blocks from the inn
uphill to Main Street, an
easy “off the beaten path”
alternative to find just as
much entertainment and
activity. A few of our favor-
ite stops along Main Street:

Scouts Coffee is the
epitome of trending cof-
feehouse vibes but beyond
that, the coffee and eats are
on par with the very best
that Morro Bay has to offer.

Across the street is
Coalesce Bookstore, a
perfect escape for any
bookworm wishing to
drown in the aroma of vin-
tage books but be revived

by the attached backyard
micro garden.

Right next door is the
Morro Bay Association
Art Gallery, an important
hub for any community,
highlighting local art-
ists and providing the
quiet break often needed
when filling a day with
exploration.

While Morro Bay is
obviously well-known
for its unchallenged land-
marks of Morro Rock and
the Three Stacks, its less-
er-known sister town that
shares the bay, Baywood-
Los Osos, is an entire
gem on its own and only a
few quick paddles inland.
Here you’ll find a hand-
ful of under-the-radar
treasures:

Sweet Spring Nature
Preserve, a community
effort at its finest. Funded
and cared for by local vol-
unteers, this wooded area
provided sweeping and
uninterrupted views of
Morro Rock, well-main-
tained paths, bridges,
benches and lookout points
for the local wildlife to
pause and watch visitors.
When we visited here, it
was literally just the birds
and us.

Spooner Ranch
House museum located
at Montafio de Oro State
Park. Being on the coast,
state park trails were busy
with hikers and day trip-
pers but we were the
only ones who toured the
museum. This brings us
to a travel must: chat with
the docents. We promise
you’ll leave with a new
appreciation for California
history as well as the feel-
ing of having just met a
new best friend. Docents
are the true lesser known
gems who dot our entire
state and it was no different
when we stopped in to tour
the Spooner Ranch House,
an impeccably-styled home
forever preserved in the
early 1900s.

No coast trip is com-
plete without a walk on the
beach, and after visiting
several beaches, we can
confirm that colorful rocks
and shells are in abun-
dance throughout Morro
Strand and on up as far as
the Cambria beaches. We
highly recommend taking
advantage of this unique
art medium to create your
own beachside master-
pieces (but of course,
please leave them for oth-
ers to enjoy as well). This
visit must also include
taking in an up-close-and-
personal encounter with
Morro Rock itself. One
final must-do is to also
pose for a picture with
the iconic three smoke-
stack remains of a retired
power plant. The con-
firmed rumors for now is
that they will be coming
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Sweet Spring Nature Preserve.

down forever in the com-
ing years.

If you’re an avid road
tripper with a bit of FOMO
(fear of missing out), per-
haps you’ve discovered
the same mind trick we
have discovered to help
ease the need to go go go
while on the go: choosing
lodging that completes the
experience. Despite being
exhausted in the evenings
from days full of adven-
turing, being able to retire
early to a hotel room with
incredible sunset views,
sights and sounds of the
harbor life, and enjoying
iconic landmarks with our
feet up at our private obser-
vation deck quells the fear
of missing out on anything.

The 456 Embarcadero Inn
is highly recommended for
all of these reasons and it’s
also highly recommended to
not skip this luxury.

For more tips and

@702}6 Gnwited “©o

CorNERSTONE

Loving God, Loving lhew,
Seaiing Coe Whild

SUNDAY SERVICES
Worship and Children's Ministry at 10:30 am
Men's/Women's/Youth Wednesday's 6:30 pm

Food Pantry on Fridays 11am - 12pm

185 W. Cherry St. « Dixon ¢ 707-678-5234
www.cornerstoneindixon.com

Step back in time at the Spooner Ranch House Museum.

Uninterrupted views of Morro Rock and Morro Bay are at the
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Rooms at the 456 Embarcadero Inn come with a private deck
for wildlife and sunset watching.
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Take advantage of the public access piers and pose with the
Three Stacks before they are dismantled.
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Create artful masterpieces with finds all over the local beaches.

To book a room at 456
Embarcadero Inn, visit
embarcaderoinn.com.

must-do’s when exploring
our state, follow @ca.love.
fornia on Instagram.

For Morro Bay adven-

tures, Vvisit Www.
MorroBay.org. *

Find out what’s happening
in your local area at...
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