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ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - Baseball leg-
ends have played in the Cape Cod 
Baseball League, regarded as the best 
summer college baseball league in 
the country, which includes National 

Baseball Hall of Famers Todd 
Helton. Frank Thomas, Craig Biggio 
and Jeff Bagwell. 

Elk Grove High School alumni and 
current Sacramento State redshirt 
sophomore Kade Brown was able to 
join that illustrious list last summer 
after his impressive freshman season. 

“Reggie (Christiansen, Sacramento 
State’s head coach) pulled me aside 
before one of the games and told me 
that there is an opportunity for me 
to play out in Hyannis with coach 
Mitch (Karraker) and I was pumped,” 
Brown said. “That’s the spot to be in 

By Sean P. Thomas  
City Editor 

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - The 
Elk Grove Unified School 
District Board of Trustees 
announced plans at its 
Jan. 14 meeting to avoid 
a potentially pricey spe-
cial election and appoint a 
replacement for the vacant 
Area 4 trustee seat. 

Most of the board was 
in favor of the appoint-
ment route, which would 
avo id  an  e s t ima t ed 
$324,000 special election 
to replace Gina Jamerson, 
who resigned from the 
seat in December. She 
was appointed to the seat 
in 2021, after Bobbie 
Singh-Allen resigned from 
the chair following her 

successful 2020 bid for Elk 
Grove mayor. Jamerson 
was then elected to a full 
four-year term in 2022.  

The board members had 
the option to hold a special 
election, which would have 
occurred in November, but 
all expressed concerns 
about leaving the area 
without representation for 
an elongated period. 

Area 4 includes Laguna 
Creek High School; and 
John Ehrhardt, Elliott 
Ranch, Foulks Ranch, 
Marion Mix, Joseph Sims 
and Stone Lake elementary 
schools. 

“I don’t want to leave a 
district without represen-
tation for a year,” Area 5 
Trustee Beth Albiani said, 

JANUARY 24, 2025Official Newspaper of Elk Grove Since 1909116TH YEAR • ISSUE 4

SEE SEE 
INSIDEINSIDE

PRSRTD STD.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CARMICHAEL, CA

PERMIT NO. 350
OR CURRENT

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Elk Grove CitizenElk Grove Citizen
75¢  per copy

Continued on Page 3

EGCitizen.com

Scan our QR Code for a
direct link to our online edition!

City Council Seeks  
Stars of Service  

Nominations

PAGE 4PAGE 3

Police Reiterate  
Plans for Ticketing  
Around Schools

PAGE 2

RANCHERIA  
BUYS 43 ACRES 
NEAR CASINO

Continued on Page 2

PAGE 5

RUN OF WINS 
CONTINUES

PAGE 6

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

EGUSD to Appoint Trustee for Vacancy 

Area 4 includes Laguna Creek High School; and John Ehrhardt, Elliott Ranch, Foulks Ranch, Marion Mix, Joseph Sims and Stone 
Lake elementary schools. Map provided by Elk Grove Unified School District

Elk Grove High Alum Thriving at Sac State

Sacramento State right-handed pitcher Kade Brown winds up to deliver a pitch against Utah Valley on March 8, 2024. Brown 
gained his first collegiate win in his career and struck out the three batters he faced. 

Continued on Page 13

By Ramona 
Scarborough

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - All 
of us in some ways have 
been touched by an enemy. 
We may have watched a 
beloved spouse, child or 
friend battle this enemy 
and lose. Or we may have 
seen them win at great 
cost. 

At the very least, we 
know of someone who has 
had cancer.

Elk Grove residents have 
an opportunity to play a 
part in combating this dis-
ease by supporting the 
Discovery Store. The store 
accepts donations and pro-
vides opportunities to shop 
for clothing, household 
goods, furniture and other 
items. or to become a vol-
unteer at the store.

How does the store help 
cancer patients? 

After  paying over-
head and staff salaries, all 
the proceeds are given to 
the nationwide nonprofit 
American Cancer Society. 
The money goes toward 
cancer research, medi-
cine, lodging for patients 
near cancer facilities and 
transportation to doctor 
appointments.

Patricia Bloom-Perez, 
the manager of Elk Grove’s 
Discovery Shop, knows 
from her own experi-
ence how much help the 
American Cancer Society 
can give. 

“When I was diag-
nosed with cancer, I had 
just divorced and had no 
insurance,” Bloom-Perez 
said. “I was scared. When I 
called the 24-hour hotline, 
they talked to me for 45 
minutes, calmed my fears 
and assured me I would be 
taken care of despite my 
circumstances. They even 
contacted my mother, who 
was distraught over my sad 
news.”

Like many cancer survi-
vors, Bloom-Perez wanted 
to pay back the nonprofit 
for what had been done for 
her.

The 118 volunteers (84 

Supporting 
a Worthy 

Cause at the 
Discovery 

Store

Patricia Bloom-Perez is 
manager of the Discovery 
Store on Elk Grove 
Boulevard. Photo by Chris 
Scarborough

WHAT’S IT 
TO YOU?
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IT’S NOT JUST A 
RENTAL... 
IT’S A TOYOTA!

ELK GROVE TOYOTA  
RENT-A-CAR 

In the Elk Grove Auto Mall, Elk Grove 
(916) 405-8085

rental@elkgrovetoyota.com 
elkgrovetoyota.com/rental

Ask for San, Cindy, Ju, Ashley, Jenese or Santiago for your rental needs.

New  New  
Location!Location!

Summer Special

7 day minimum, 700 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 700 

Expires  1/31/2025

per week
$41994

4 Runner
$8999

per day

7 day minimum, 700 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 700 

Expires  1/31/2025

4 Runner
$53994

per week

150 free miles/day,  
30¢/mile over 150 

Expires  1/31/2025

Tacoma

Tacoma

$6999
per day

LOW 
WEEKLY RENTALS

Starting at $41994 per week 
Over 700 30¢/mile  
Expires  1/31/2025

100 free miles/day,  
30¢/mile over 100 
Expires 1/31/2025

BINDRA LAW FIRM 
Family Law, Immigration Law, Conservatorships, Guardianships, & Bankruptcy

PARAMPRIT SINGH BINDRA (PAUL) - ATTORNEY AT LAW

9245 Laguna Springs Drive Suite 200, Elk Grove, CA 95758
  Phone: (916) 512-8413                        Fax: (916) 512-8572

www.bindra lawf i rm.com
                       

FREE 
Initial 

Consultation

BINDRA LAW FIRM 
Family Law, Immigration Law, Conservatorships, Guardianships, & Bankruptcy

PARAMPRIT SINGH BINDRA (PAUL) - ATTORNEY AT LAW

9245 Laguna Springs Drive Suite 200, Elk Grove, CA 95758
  Phone: (916) 512-8413                        Fax: (916) 512-8572

www.bindra lawf i rm.com
                       

FREE 
Initial 

Consultation
FREE

Inital 

Consolutation

9685 Elk Grove-Florin Rd.
Elk Grove, CA 95624

www.mikeguttridgerealty.com

Tim W. 
O’Hara

REALTOR®

(916) 753-5000
For Your  

Real Estate Needs
DRE Lic# 01305858

By Sean P. Thomas  
City Editor 

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - 
Welcome to the latest 
edition of the Elk Grove 
Business Roundup, a col-
umn that highlights some 
of the retail, restaurant and 
nonprofit news around Elk 
Grove.

If you have any ques-
tions or business news to 
report, please contact City 
Editor Sean P. Thomas at 
916-410-5389 or email 
sean.thomas@mpg8.com.

The Wilton Rancheria, 
the tribe that owns Sky 
River Casino, is expanding 
its business footprint in Elk 
Grove after confirming the 
purchase of an additional 
43-acre plot adjacent to the 
casino. 

Communications Mana- 
ger Gianna Rogers con-
firmed the purchase in an 
email to the Elk Grove 
Citizen on Jan. 18 but 
declined to comment on 
the nature of the deal. 

“This acquisition is 
part of our ongoing com-
mitment to invest in and 
develop the area we have 
proudly cal led home 
since time immemorial,” 
Rogers wrote in a state-
ment. “While we do not 
have details to share about 
specific plans for the site 
at this time, we’re excited 
about the opportunities this 
purchase provides to con-
tinue contributing to the 
growth of our community.” 

The land purchase is the 
latest in a string of invest-
ments the tribe has made in 
the Sacramento region over 

the past 12 months.  
In June, casino offi-

cials unveiled plans for 
a 300-room hotel, a day 
spa, an outdoor pool and 
additional food and drink 
spaces adjacent to the 
casino. The casino opened 
in August 2022. The hotel 
is expected to be open in 
2027. 

In November, the Wilton 
Rancheria  announced 
a partnership with the 
Sacramento Republic FC 
as its new majority owner, 
making it the first Native 
American nation to hold a 
majority stake in a men’s 
professional sports team. 
It also announced plans 
to help the team build a 
12,000-seat stadium in the 
railyards in Downtown 
Sacramento. 

A few weeks after the 
announcement, Wilton 
R a n c h e r i a  o f f i c i a l s 
revealed a multi-year part-
nership with Sacramento 
State Athletics. It includes 
sponsorship for a 2025 
home footbal l  game 
and the 2026 Causeway 
Classic. 

Commission 
Approves Verizon 
Wolfpack Tower 

Verizon Wireless cus-
tomers, rejoice.

Verizon Wireless cell 
phone service is expected 
to improve in parts of Elk 
Grove after the Elk Grove 
Planning Commission 
approved a conditional use 
permit to construct a new 
cell phone tower near the 
District56 civic center. 

T h e  P l a n n i n g 

Commission unanimously 
approved the permit on 
Jan. 16 for Verizon to build 
the new 70-foot cell phone 
tower, which will improve 
cellular coverage for 
Verizon customer between 
a three-fourths to one-mile 
radius in the area bounded 
by Elk Grove Boulevard, 
Big Horn Boulevard, Civic 
Center Drive and Lotz 
Parkway. 

The conditional use per-
mit was needed to provide 
an exception to the 55-foot 
height limit on the parcel.  

“The existing poor cov-
erage area is an area that 
for the past few years we 
have gotten a lot of citizen 
complaints and concerns 
about the lack of cell cov-
erage,” Planning Manager 
Antonio Ablog said. “This 
tower, as well as a recently 
completed tower just west 
of Bruceville Road, will 
go a long way to alleviat-
ing that coverage gap and 
improve cell service in this 
area of the city.” 

The tower, the eighth 
Verizon tower in the 
city, will be sandwiched 
between an existing park-
ing lot and a solar farm and 
will have 16 antennas in 
four sectors and eight radio 
units. 

The tower wil l  be 
painted with non-reflec-
tive black paint to help the 
tower blend into the exist-
ing infrastructure in the 
area. 

After approval by the 
City Council, Verizon offi-
cials expect the project 
to be completed in two to 
four months.  H

Wilton Rancheria 
Purchases 43 Acres 

Near Casino 

active), who usually work 
four-hour shifts, often are 
either survivors or have 
had a close friend or rel-
ative die of cancer. Some 
just feel they are support-
ing a great cause.

 Volunteers are kept 
busy, sorting donations, 
examining the clothing and 
other merchandise, and 
making sure everything is 
clean and in good condi-
tion. They have become 
skillful in determining 
prices so that the custom-
ers can find great bargains. 
Very high-end items are 
researched to find their 
value. Items are tagged, 
put in order on the floor 
and artfully displayed. 

 Friendly service and 
help to find that special 

item you are looking for 
are an everyday occur-
rence. On Tuesdays, if you 
are a senior, you will be 
rewarded with a 10% dis-
count. When clothes have 
hung around for a bit lon-
ger than normal, they go 
on separate sales racks at 
discounts between 50 and 
75%. If you get on the 
store’s email list, you will 
be informed of the two 
semi-annual sales, when 
everything in the store is 
50% off.

Rack up points as you 
buy and eventually you 
will get a $10 discount. 

The Elk Grove store has 
been around for over 10 
years. There are 65 stores 
in the United States.

In  1965,  the  f i rs t 
Discovery Shop was 
opened  in  Sou thern 

California. Movie and tele-
vision actors’ costumes 
were sold at the store 
to raise money for The 
American Cancer Society.

Barbara Pannell, first a 
volunteer and now a staff 
member, described why 
she likes her job: “When 
my office job with a land-
scaping firm ended, I 
wanted to do something 
that made a difference.’

Laura Lacalle, who has 
been working at the store 
for over seven years, was a 
legal assistant for 55 years 
and was looking for a way 
to give back after retiring.

“I’ve made great friends 
here and I love the people 
who come in regularly,” 
Lacalle said.

The Discovery Store is 
located at 8470 Elk Grove 
Blvd., Elk Grove 95758.  H

Supporting a Worthy Cause 
 at the Discovery Store

Laura Lacalle has volunteered at The 
Discovery Store for over seven years. Photos 
by Chris Scarborough

Seleste Reed poses with her find outside The 
Discovery Store.
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“No matter your rela-
tionship with your board 
member, at least you have 
a relationship, and you 
have a board member to go 
to.”

If the board opted to 
hold a special election, the 
seat would remain vacant 
until the election. The seat 
would then be open for 
reelection in November 
2026. 

“I think for such a short 
period of time, it’s fiscally 
irresponsible to spend that 
sort of money then turn 
around and spend almost 
equally the same amount 
and to leave that area with-
out a representative is 
irresponsible as well,” Area 

1 Trustee Susan Davis said. 
Area 3 Trustee and 

Board Vice President 
Trustee Sean Yang agreed, 
adding that due to budget 
shortfalls expected to occur 
over the next fiscal year, he 
was in favor of making an 
appointment. 

“For me, the fact that 
we are lacking funding 
and have to spend over 
$300,000 on this, to me, it 
makes more sense for seek-
ing appointment.,” Yang 
said. 

T r u s t e e  J e n n i f e r 
Ballerini said she ques-
tioned how the $324,000 
needed for the special elec-
tion could be better served 
throughout the district. 

“It’s  just  so much 

money,” Ballerini said. 
“I can’t even see putting 
it toward an election that 
won’t even happen for a 
year.” 

Area 7 Trustee Heidi 
Moore was the only trustee 
to lean toward a special 
election, but acknowledged 
the timeframe and cost was 
prohibitive. 

Still, she said an appoint-
ment deprives Area 4 
voters from picking their 
own representative. 

“I would prefer to have 
a special election,” Moore 
said. “But I can see that 
my colleagues do not nec-
essarily agree with that. 
Because of the long time 
that the seat would be 
open, I do believe that the 

residents, constituents in 
Area 4, deserve to have 
representation.” 

According to Deputy 
Superintendent Kristen 
Coats, who provided a pre-
sentation on the matter, the 
district will advertise the 
appointment process until 

Jan. 27. 
A subcommittee will 

review and screen appli-
cations and on Feb. 7, the 
district will post names of 
the candidates selected for 
interview. 

On Feb. 13, the district 
will hold a special board 

meeting to interview can-
didates in person during a 
public hearing. 

The selected appointee 
will be sworn in that same 
day. 

More information and an 
application packet can be 
found at egusd.net.  H
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EGUSD to Appoint Trustee for Vacancy 

Police Reiterate Plans for Ticketing Around Schools 

Elk Grove Unified School District trustees expressed concerns about leaving Area 4 without 
representation for an elongated period. Image courtesy of Elk Grove Unified School District

A 16-year-old Elk Grove High School student 
was arrested for bringing an unserialized 
firearm to campus. Photo courtesy Sacramento 
Sheriff’s Office

By Sean P. Thomas  
City Editor 

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - Motorists break-
ing traffic laws around Elk Grove Unified 
School District campuses can expect cita-
tions through the mail after the Elk Grove 
Police Department reiterated plans to use 
video evidence to help deter parking com-
plaints around schools. 

The Police Department reminded 
the community of the new plans via a 
Facebook post last week in response to 
numerous complaints from community 
members about improperly parked vehi-
cles and motorists who stop improperly 
near schools.

“Despite previous education and 
enforcement efforts, unsafe behaviors con-
tinue to put students and families at risk,” 
the department wrote in a Facebook post.

Police plan to use body camera footage 
or patrol vehicle footage to issue the cita-
tions. In the post, the department stressed 
that the new strategy was not a reve-
nue-generating move. 

The announcement was met with sup-
port from Facebook respondents.

“Please come by Miwok Village 
Elementary School at pickup time,” Ron 
Chan wrote in response to the post. “So 

many violations, like but not limited to 
double parking, stopped cars waiting 
for students into their cars and blocking 
traffic…”

“A million thanks,” Michael Wong, 
a retired school nurse, wrote. “Once I 
needed to go from one school to another 
to take care of a diabetic student. My car 
was blocked by a mom waiting in line for 
school dismissal. Despite my request for 
her to move, she refused.” 

According to the Department, anyone 
who believes a citation was issued in error 
can contest the citation. 

“Our goal is not to create undue 

hardship but to promote compliance with 
safety regulations,” the Department wrote. 

“We know that drop-off and pick-up 
times can be hectic, but we urge every-
one to follow traffic laws to keep our 
schools safe,” the department added. 
“Thank you for your cooperation in mak-
ing our schools zones safer for everyone. 
Together, we can ensure a safer journey 
for our students and families.” 

Student Arrested for Possession 
of Firearm on Campus

An Elk Grove High School student was 
arrested by Sacramento County Sheriff 
Deputies on Thursday, Jan. 16 after a 
firearm was allegedly found in the stu-
dent’s backpack, according to Sacramento 
Sheriff’s news release. 

According to the news release, the Elk 
Grove Unified School District received 
information about a student rumored to 
have a firearm on the Elk Grove High 
School campus around 10:30 a.m.

Sacramento County deputies and the 
school’s Elk Grove Police Department 
resource officer responded,  but while 
being escorted to the front office with 
school staff, the student allegedly began to 
resist arrest and pull away from officers as 
they tried to apply handcuffs. 

After a struggle, the student was 
escorted to the front office. 

Due to being a minor, the 16-year-old 
student’s identity was not revealed. 

The student was taken into custody and 
booked into Sacramento County Juvenile 
Hall for several felony charges, including 
possession of an unserialized firearm on a 
school campus and resisting arrest.

Two Schools Placed on Brief 
Lockdown; No Weapon Found
Both Albiani Middle School and 

Pleasant Grove High School were briefly 
put on lockdown on Friday, Jan. 17 after a 
student was reported to possibly be in pos-
session of a weapon or contraband. 

According to an Elk Grove Police 
Department social media post, the stu-
dent fled from administrators before being 
detained by a school resource officer. 

After a search, nothing was found, and 
the lockdown was lifted. 

The lockdown came a day after a 
16-year-old Elk Grove High School 
student was arrested for having an unse-
rialized firearm on campus and resisting 
arrest. 

That student was transported to the 
Sacramento County Youth Detention 
Facility after the incident.  H

6.75%

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years

 Local Processing & Servicing

 No Closing Cost on Qualifying 
Transactions; Except for Appraisal/
Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current  
and Future Needs

 Home Improvement, Debt  
Consolidation, College Tuition

 Interest May be Tax Deductible  
(Please consult your tax advisor)

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of the loan 
which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the 
weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment 
period is 8.125%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: 
(1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any 
existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary 
residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total 
maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans 
are subject to a current appraisal or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance 
is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 
early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the 
first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure 
Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 
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Serving Elk Grove and Sacramento County since 1909

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

Elk Grove Citizen is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the Elk Grove Citizen to strive for an 
objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed 
on these pages are those of the authors and 
cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of 
the publisher or our contributors.
The Elk Grove Citizen is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the Elk Grove Citizen are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the Citizen is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to Elk Grove Citizen, 
217 Fourth Street, Galt, CA 95632. Subscription rate is 
$52 per year within Elk Grove, $72 within Sacramento 
County.
Elk Grove Citizen is published weekly. 
Call our main office (916) 773-1111 for more 
information. Visit www.MPG8.com. 

Elk Grove CitizenElk Grove Citizen

Delivery Driver  
Routes in Elk Grove

We have two delivery driver routes open for newsstand  
and home delivery within Elk Grove. Delivery would 
include taking newspapers into local stores, restaurants  
and newsstands. It would also include a small area of home  
delivery within the same route. Each route is designed  
to take about 3 to 4 hours. Delivery is every week  
on Thursdays between 11 and 3 and must be completed  
on Thursday. This is an independent contractor position. 
You must have a current California Drivers License, proof  
of insurance for the State of California, and a reliable  
vehicle. Previous newspaper delivery experience a plus.  
Routes are open now. To apply, email Publisher@MPG8.com.

Employment 
OpportunitiesElk Grove CitizenElk Grove Citizen

Brighten a Senior’s Day
Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County

We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes, 
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain 

independence and dignity through improved nutrition. 

For more information and to sign up,  
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.  

Be the reason someone smiles today.  
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

Living Trust Attorney
Robert “Jeff” Busch

Living Trusts – Wills – Powers of Attorney
Trust Administration – Probate

2228 Longport Court #110 • Elk Grove, CA 95758

(916) 859-0370 • www.RobertBuschLaw.com

NMLSR ID 479256

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

City of Elk Grove 
News Release 

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - The 
Elk Grove City Council is 
seeking nominees for its 
Stars of Service awards. 

The awards are des-
ignated to recognize 
volunteers who have made 
a significant impact on 
the quality of life in Elk 
Grove and are offered 
across seven catego-
ries. Nominations will be 
accepted until Feb. 28.  

Nominees must exem-
plify one or more of the 
following:

Demonstrate exceptional 
commitment to volun-
teerism by helping with a 
special project or ongoing 
activities; demonstrate 
exemplary leadership, cre-
ativity, cooperation, and 
hard work in service to 
others; or serve as a role 
model by inspiring others. 

Any individual, group, 
business, agency or orga-
nization whose volunteer 
activities directly benefit 
the Elk Grove community 
is eligible for nomination.

Award Categories
Residents, Neighbor-

hood and Community 
Groups: This category 
recognizes the contribu-
tion of volunteers who 
work towards improving 
local neighborhoods and 
make a positive impact on 
the community in general. 
Category examples include 
volunteers who assist in 
beautification projects, 
rebuilding parks, public 
safety initiatives, neigh-
borhood watch programs, 
creek clean-up, special 
events and graffiti removal.

Social and Community 
Service: This category rec-
ognizes the contribution 

of volunteers who have 
impacted the community 
at a social and community 
service level. Volunteers 
p romote  E lk  Grove 
through their caring actions 
and outstanding acts of 
humanitarianism. Category 
examples include volun-
teers who assist in working 
with seniors, children, 
individuals with disabil-
ities, social care, family 
services, health care and 
public safety.

Arts: This category rec-
ognizes the contribution 
of volunteers who enrich 
our community through 
the arts and arts education, 
providing heightened vis-
ibility to the value of art 
in Elk Grove. Category 
examples include vol-
unteers who assist in the 
visual and performing arts, 
art events and exhibitions, 
music, theater and dance or 
individuals who mentor or 
teach arts-related skills to 
others in the community.

Culture and Heritage: 
This category recognizes 
the contribution of vol-
unteers who work toward 
supporting and celebrat-
ing the diverse population 
in Elk Grove, enhancing 
our community and pre-
serving our city’s heritage. 

Category examples include 
volunteers who work to 
preserve local landmarks 
and historical sites, docu-
ment and share the city’s 
history, organize or support 
cultural festivals or events 
that celebrate the diver-
sity and traditions of Elk 
Grove’s community and 
residents.

Sports and Recreation: 
This category recognizes 
volunteers who demon-
strate their involvement 
and commitment to sports 
and sporting organizations. 
Sports and recreational 
activities enhance the qual-
ity of physical activity in 
Elk Grove. 

Category  examples 
include volunteers who 
assist in coaching and/
or promoting healthy 
lifestyles.

Service Organizations 
/Groups: This category 
recognizes volunteer activ-
ity done by groups that 
work together.

Young Volunteer of the 
Year: This category rec-
ognizes volunteer activity 
done by individuals under 
the age of 25.

Nominations can be 
made online at elkgrovec-
ity.org/city-council/
stars-service-awards.  H

City Council Seeks Stars  
of Service Nominations 

Stars of Service Nominations will be accepted until Feb. 28.  
Photo courtesy of city of Elk Grove

By Julia Ann Easley 
University of California, Davis

 
SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The 
University of California, Davis, released 
systemwide enrollment statistics on Jan. 
7. The University of California, Davis, 
welcomed one of its most diverse enter-
ing classes and became eligible to be one 
of the nation’s few research-intensive uni-
versities designated as a Hispanic-Serving 
Institution, as it enrolled a record 41,239 
students in fall 2024.

At Davis, overall enrollment, including 
undergraduate, graduate and professional 
students as well as 1,174 veterinary and 
medical residents and interns, increased 
by 391 students, or 0.9%, over fall 2023.

UC Davis enrolled 9,443 new under-
graduates: 6,767 as first-year students 
direct from high school, 2,656 as transfer 
students and 20 others seeking a second 
undergraduate degree.

In late October, UC Davis announced 
Latinx enrollment had reached a new peak 
of about 8,100 students or 25.1% of under-
graduate full-time-equivalent students. 
That surpasses the U.S. Department of 
Education’s criteria of at least 25% to be 
considered a Hispanic-Serving Institution.

The campus has long-sought Hispanic-
Serving Institution designation to 
underscore its commitment to serving 
Latinx students. The status would also 
make the university eligible to apply for 
competitive grants from the federal gov-
ernment and foundations to support 

student success, innovation and insti-
tutional transformation benefiting all 
students.

The campus already secured the federal 
government’s status as a Minority Serving 
Institution in 2019 when it was designated 
an Asian American and Native American 
Pacific Islander-Serving Institution.

The new undergraduates come from 
56 of California’s 58 counties, 47 states 
and U.S. territories, and 48 countries. 
Approximately 83.4% are California res-
idents, 4.6% are U.S. domestic students 
from outside California, and 12.1% are 
international students.

Among new California undergraduates, 
the percentage of students from histori-
cally underrepresented groups (African 
American, American Indian, Hispanic/
Latino(a) and Pacific Islander) increased 
to 37.5%, the highest percentage in more 
than 25 years. Last fall, the percentage 
was 36.2%.

Among the new students, 40.8% 
indicated they would be in the first gen-
eration of their family to graduate from 
a four-year university. About 31.3% of 
all new undergraduates were considered 
low income, and 38.8% were recipients 
of the federal Pell Grant for low-income 
students.

Robert Penman, executive director of 
Undergraduate Admissions, said the aver-
age grade point average for first-year 
students was 4.04, and the median was 
4.08. More than 75% of first-year students 
had a weighted GPA above 3.92.  H 

UC Davis Tallies Record 
Enrollment Numbers

UC Davis enrolled a record 41,239 students in fall 2024. Photo by University of California, Davis
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Sacramento Regional 
Transit News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- The US Department of 
Transpor ta t ion (DOT) 
announced Jan. 10 that 
Sac ramen to  Reg iona l 
Transit District (SacRT) 
has been award $9.5 mil-
lion from the Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) program. 

The grant provides the 
final funding needed to con-
struct the Dos Rios Station, 
a new light rail station on 
SacRT’s Blue Line. The sta-
tion will serve the Mirasol 
Village housing develop-
ment and Sacramento’s 
River District, just north of 
downtown Sacramento. 

“SacRT continues to be 
at the forefront of innova-
tion and community-centric 
development – making sure 
our neighborhoods are con-
nected and Sacramentans 
can get where they need to 
be,” said Congresswoman 
Doris Matsui. “The new Dos 
Rios Light Rail Station is a 
critical investment for the 
future of the River District. 
With this transformative 
project, we are enhancing 
mobility and igniting eco-
nomic growth to improve 
the quality of life for those 
residents. I was proud to 
fight to secure this funding 
and look forward to seeing 
its positive impact in the 
near future.” 

The Dos Rios Station is 
a $43 million dollar project 
at the intersection of Ahern, 
Sproule and North 12th 
Streets. Preliminary work 
has already begun at the site, 
constructing a retaining wall 
and leveling ground. Major 
construction is scheduled to 
begin this spring, with riders 
to expect service disruptions 
this summer. The station is 
anticipated to open by the 
end of 2026. 

“Expanding public tran-
sit infrastructure strengthens 
our communities,” said 
U.S. Senator Alex Padilla. 
“Thanks to funding from 

the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, the Dos Rios Station 
will increase access to 
reliable and affordable trans-
portation for Sacramento 
residents, connect his-
to r ica l ly  underse rved 
neighborhoods, and boost 
local economic growth.” 

State Senator Angelique 
Ashby, a key supporter of 
the project, highlighted the 
station’s impact on mobility. 

“The Dos Rios Station 
provides critical access 
to the families living or 
working in the River 
District ,” said Ashby. 
“Public  t ransportat ion 
provides opportunities oth-
erwise unavailable to many 
Sacramento residents. We 
want riders to move about 
the city for work, school, 
and recreation – improving 
quality of life regardless of 
income level.” 

“With the strong support 
of our congressional delega-
tion and our local partners, 
we’ve been making tremen-
dous progress to deliver 
the new Dos Rios Station. 
This funding award is the 
last piece of the puzzle to 
complete project deliv-
ery to increase connectivity 
for the community,” said 
SacRT General Manager/
CEO Henry Li. “Thank 
you to US Senator Padilla, 
Congresswoman Matsui, 
and State Senator Ashby for 
helping Sacramento to lead 
the way. 

“I’m proud that SacRT, 
in conjunction with our 
federal partners, has been 

able to respond swiftly to 
the community’s needs to 
secure funding for the Dos 
Rios Station,” said SacRT 
Board Chair, Sacramento 
County Supervisor Patrick 
Kennedy. “This project 
is a testament to what we 
can accomplish when we 
come together with a shared 
vision and determination.” 

“Weʼre extremely excited 
to be part of this long-
awaited celebration for the 
SacRT Dos Rios Station 
project which will create 
a key link in connectivity 
that has been missing in the 
River District for decades,” 
said La Shelle Dozier, 
SHRA executive direc-
tor. “The new station will 
serve an important trans-
portation need for residents 
at the new Mirasol Village 
development across 12th 
Street to be able to get to 
work, school, appointments 
and other places, while also 
enhancing access to the 
new housing, public ame-
nities, and attractions in the 
district.” 

The Dos Rios Station 
represents a collaborative 
effort to improve acces-
sibility and equity in the 
Sacramento region. The 
RAISE grant completes the 
financing required for the 
project, enabling SacRT 
to preserve other funding 
for system operations and 
maintenance. 

For more information on 
the Dos Rios Station project 
and updates, visit sacrt.com/
dosrios. 

About When to Claim Social 
Security and Taxation of Benefits

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I am 65 
and currently working 
full-time. Can I apply for 
and start receiving my 
Social Security benefit? 
I’d expect to have to pay 
income tax on it if/when 
I do. Signed: Curious 
Worker 

Dear Curious Worker: 
If you are working full 
time, you should likely 
delay claiming Social 
Security at this time. At 
age 65, you haven’t yet 
reached your SS full retire-
ment age (FRA), so you 
will be subject to Social 
Security’s “annual earn-
ings test” which limits 
how much you can earn 
from work while collect-
ing early benefits. The 
earnings limit for 2025 is 
$23,400 and if you earn 
more than the annual limit, 
SS will take away $1 in 
benefits for every $2 you 
are over the limit. If you 
earn significantly over the 
limit, you may even be 

temporarily ineligible to 
collect SS benefits. FYI, 
the annual earnings limit 
goes away when you reach 
your full retirement age, 
which for you is 66 years 
and 10 months, or March 
2026. 

As  you  obvious ly 
already know, a portion of 
your Social Security may 
be subject to income tax 
after you start collecting. 
The threshold for taxation 
of SS benefits depends on 
your IRS filing status – 
if you file your taxes as a 
single and your combined 
income from all sources 
(including half of the SS 
benefit you received during 
the tax year) exceeds 
$25,000 then 50% of your 
received SS benefits are 
taxable. But if you file 
taxes as “married/jointly” 
and your combined income 
is over $32,000, then up to 
85% of your received SS 
benefits are taxable. Thus, 
whenever you claim SS, 
you may wish to consider 
having income tax with-
held from your SS benefit. 
This is optional, and you 
can do this by submit-
ting IRS Form W-4V to 
your local Social Security 
office, or you could choose 
to increase your income 
tax withholding at work or, 
alternatively, pay estimated 
income taxes quarterly.  

So, whether you can 
claim Social Security now 

depends entirely on how 
much you will earn from 
working full time prior to 
your FRA. If you exceed 
the annual earnings limit 
before your FRA, SS will 
take away some of your 
benefits or, if you greatly 
exceed the earnings limit, 
you may even be temporar-
ily ineligible to get benefits 
(until you either reach your 
FRA or earn less). But 
note, if you decide to claim 
early and any SS bene-
fits are withheld because 
you exceeded the earnings 
limit, you will get credit 
for that (in the form of a 
slightly increased benefit) 
after you reach your full 
retirement age.

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. 

Social Security Matters

Disaster-Prone California Should Adopt 
a Preventive Approach, Rather Than a Reactive One

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

As horrific as they may 
be, the wildfires sweeping 
through Los Angeles neigh-
borhoods, destroying homes 
and businesses and killing 
dozens of people, are cer-
tainly not unprecedented.

Rather,  they join a 
California continuum of 
natural and human-caused 
disasters that have afflicted 
the state throughout its his-
tory — fires most recently, 
but also earthquakes, floods, 
dam collapses and deadly 
riots. It’s as if Californians 
must endure periodic calam-
ities as the cosmic cost of 
enjoying unmatched attri-
butes of weather, scenic 
beauty, mineral wealth 
and enormous amounts of 
arable land.

Precisely 60 years ago, 
for example, the ruggedly 
beautiful northwestern cor-
ner of California coped with 
immensely destructive flood-
ing from epic storms. The 
Eel River basin received 
22 inches of rain in just 
two days.

Several small towns along 
the Eel and Klamath rivers 
were destroyed, drowned in 
as much as 50 feet of water, 
and dozens of state and local 
bridges were demolished, 
isolating the region. The fed-
eral government even sent 
naval ships, including an air-
craft carrier, to bring relief 
supplies and assist in search 
and rescue efforts.

Less than a year earlier, 

Crescent City, a Del Norte 
County town afflicted by 
the floods, had been clob-
bered by a tsunami touched 
off by a massive earthquake 
in Alaska.

The persistence of disas-
ters befalling California is 
underscored by just one data 
point: During Pete Wilson’s 
governorship in the 1990s, 
every California county was 
declared a disaster area at 
least once, and several times 
in some counties.

Wilson’s emergencies 
included the 1994 Northridge 
Earthquake,  the 1992 
Rodney King riots and heavy 
flooding in 1997 that sparked 
disaster declarations in 48 of 
the state’s 58 counties.

Simultaneously during 
his time in office, California 
experienced the worst 
recession since the Great 
Depression, a severe drought 
and was just beginning to 
recover from the 1989 Loma 
Prieta earthquake in the San 
Francisco Bay Area that 
destroyed a section of the 
Bay Bridge, among other 
things.

It was as if the four horse-
men of the apocalypse were 
galloping across California, 
dragging Wilson behind 
them.

To his credit, Wilson fig-
uratively shrugged his 
shoulders and assumed the 
role of crisis manager, even 
though, ironically, the disas-
ters undermined his plans 
for “preventive government” 
that would deal with issues 
before they became crises.

If disasters of one kind 
or another are baked into 
California’s existence, what 
could be done to mitigate 
their impacts?

When it comes to floods 
and wildfires, we could — if 
we had the political will — 
either stop building homes 
in areas prone to flood or 

fire, or at least impose strict 
standards on construc-
tion to make buildings less 
vulnerable, as we do for 
earthquakes.

There is some anecdotal 
evidence that homes built 
with fire-resistant materi-
als, including non-flammable 
roofs, have fared better in the 
Los Angeles fires. We could 
start by imposing tough new 
building standards when 
neighborhoods scorched by 
current fires are rebuilt.

We also need to plan for 
better escape routes and 
install better systems for 
warning people to evacuate. 
The narrow winding streets 
in Southern California’s 
upscale communities became 
death traps for some.

Final ly,  we need a 
new approach to insur-
ance coverage. Insurance 
Commissioner Ricardo Lara 
is finalizing a new regula-
tory system that would let 
insurers include estimates 
of future losses and costs of 
reinsurance in their premi-
ums, hoping that it would 
prop up a very unstable 
market.

Maybe we should go 
beyond that. Maybe we need 
the state to provide basic 
casualty coverage in a master 
statewide policy financed by 
mandatory fees on property, 
with the option for property 
owners to purchase supple-
mental coverage.

If disasters are unavoid-
able in California, we need 
to accept that fact and adopt 
Pete Wilson’s preventive 
approach, rather than merely 
reacting after the fact.

Dan Walters is one of most 
decorated and widely syndi-
cated columnists in California 
history, authoring a column 
four times a week that offers his 
view and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social and 
demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Who’s the hottest team in the NBA right 
now?! Well, if you’re Steve Kerr, he’s 
telling his Golden State Warriors it’s the 
Sacramento Kings, as the former world 
champs embark on their short journey 
from the bay area to Golden One Arena on 
Wednesday night.

Winners of 9 out of the last 10 games, 
only the Milwaukee Bucks kept the Kings 
from riding a 10-game win streak.

Solid playoff bound teams like the 
Celtics, Bulls, and Rockets met with the 
defensive minded Sactown boys, and each 
came away wondering what just hit them.

Is there reason for optimism in 
Sacramento? You bet there is, and if 
there’s one thing the Kings need to be cau-
tion of, it’s making an ill-advised trade.

You find many fans or commenta-
tors that will argue that the Kings need to 
strengthen their front court, and the reason 
is that the current alignment is not living 
up to their billing.

Third year player, and much lauded 
Keegan Murray is having a subpar sea-
son, and if he doesn’t watch out, fans will 
stop looking at him as a 3-point shooter. 
As of late, Keegan has made more impact 
on the boards and on defense than he has 
as a shooter. Sadly, in a 23-point blow-out 
of the Wizards, Keegan contributed only 4 
points and failed to connect on all 5 of his 
3-point attempts. 

Not to be left out, Trey Lyles, who has 
been playing abysmal basketball as of late, 
scored only 4 points as well, while taking 
up 20 minutes of play on the hardwood. 

Once considered the Kings 3-point 
assassin, Kevin Huerter took a total of six 
3-point shots, connecting on just one. So, 
Murray, Lyles, and Huerter made exactly 
one 3-point field goal while putting in 
a combined 61 minutes of play on the 
hardwood.

Why do I point out the negatives with 
the Kings winning 9 out of 10 games and 
climbing above the 500 mark? Sadly, 
none of the three just mentioned are likely 
to bring anything of value on the trade 
market.

While Keegan Murray held signifi cant 
value on the trade market just one year 
ago, his interest and value has dropped to 
an all-time low, and many teams are likely 

not interested in Keegan at all.
Similarly, Kevin Huerter is fortu-

nate to make a basket from 3-point land 
at all, and the former starter for the 
Kings and 3-point specialist is likely to 
fall into the same disinterest category as
Keegan Murray.

As for Lyles, like Keegan, he’s hav-
ing a subpar performance in 2024/2025, 
and his lack of off ensive productivity will 
likely garnish him little interest from other 
teams.

Unfortunately, while teams turn away 
from trade off ers for Murray, Lyles, and 
Huerter, they will be coming strong for 
players like Fox, Monk, and possibly even 
Keon Ellis. 

Of all the players the Kings have cur-
rently, it’s possible that Keon Ellis has 
the most prolifi c upside. Ellis remarkably 
is supplanting other players on the team, 
as a Bonafi de 3-point shooter. In Sunday 
night’s win over the Washington Wizards, 
all Keon did was score 18 points in 18 min-
utes, while connecting on six 3-point shots 
to lead all players from beyond the arc. 

Pay attention Sacramento, and I’m 
talking to you Monte McNair. Keon Ellis 
brings game on both ends of the court. 

Sabonis remains untouchable if there is 
such a term in NBA circles today, but the 
gossip surrounding DeAaron Fox needs to 
die down, as any trade involving Fox from 
this writer’s perspective is a bad idea.

The Kings need to hold the fort, pay lit-
tle attention to trades involving Fox and 
Monk, and hope that Murray, Lyles, and 
Huerter will return to some form on shoot-
ing acumen. Slumps don’t last forever, and 
the fact that the Kings have played with 
such assiduous vigor and success over the 
past 3 weeks gives Sactown some much-
needed breathing room.

Shout-out to Domantas Sabonis for 
taking player of the week in the Western 
Conference last week, and continuing to 
lead the league in rebounding and dou-
ble-double’s once again. Appreciate this 
remarkable big man, he’s possibly the best 
we’ve ever had.

All the best Kings fans and enjoy this 
team!

Your thoughts are always welcome at 
vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

SacRT Awarded Grant to Fund 
Construction of New Light Rail Station 

Here is a rendering of the Dos Rios Light Rail Station. 
Photo courtesy of Sacramento Regional Transit
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Join us at Light of the Valley Lutheran Church 
 in Elk Grove, where faith and community come together.

Join us for our Sunday services!

Sunday Worship Services
• 8:45 AM – Traditional Service

• 10:30 AM – Contemporary Service
We offer a welcoming environment for all ages,
 including engaging programs and opportunities 
 to grow in faith through ministry and service.

We can’t wait to meet you!
Visit us 

9270 Bruceville Road, Elk Grove, CA
or online at lightofthevalley.net.

Email: office@lightofthevalley.net
Call 916-691-3568

Family Praise and Worship Ministries 
4099 Emerson Road, Acampo, CA 95220

Pastors Claude & Jan Moore
209-224-8145

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., | Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.

Worship Service 4th Friday 7:00 p.m.

Full Gospel Church 

9286 E. Stockton Blvd., 

Elk Grove, CA 95624

Pastor Daniels

916-531-8429

Tuesday Prayer Healing 6pm 

Sunday School 10am 

Sunday Worship 11am

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
8701 Elk Grove-Florin Rd. 

Pastor Joe Dapelo
916-689-7300

Service Hours: 
Traditional - 8:30 am 

Contemporary - 11:00 am 
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

5th Sunday - 9:30 am 

Website: https://stpeterseg.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com 

St.PetersLutheranChurchElkGrove

RELIGION NEWS
Elk Grove Presbyterian

 Our JAZZ & BLUES HOUR has con-
cluded for the year but will resume in the 
spring. Scotty Inman performed for the 
community on Nov. 15 at District 56. It 
was a wonderful evening concert of wor-
ship and fellowship.

 Joining Scotty was the Herb Henry 
Family, California’s First Family of 
Gospel Music, along with Faith Valley. 

A portion of the ticket proceeds went to 
benefit several charities: One Thousand 
Schools (formerly Students Helping 
Honduras), Chicks in Crisis, Elk Grove 
Food Bank Services and Sacramento 
Stand Down. 

Rev. McNamara welcomes members 
and visitors every Sunday at 10 am. Our 
church is located at 8153 Elk Grove Blvd, 
Suite 50, facing Big Horn Blvd. 

For more information Rev. McNamara 
can be reached at (916) 683-1435 or elk-
grovepres@gmail.com.    

Field of Hope United Church  
of Christ’s Services

Community members are invited to the 
Field of Hope United Church of Christ’s 
Sunday worship service at 10:30 a.m. at 
9624 Melrose Ave., Elk Grove. 

Sunday School and nursery services are 
available. For more information, visit www.
FieldOfHopeUCC.org.

Grace Church Now Hosts  
Celebrate Recovery

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered 
ministry offering help in finding freedom 

from the issues (hurts, hang-ups and habits) 
controlling your life.

 Meetings are held weekly on Friday eve-
nings at 7 p.m. at Grace Church, located at 
9766 Waterman Road, next to Mel Dogs 
Restaurant.

Sunday Morning Worship begins at 10 
a.m. For more information call (916 714 
3444) or email; office@gracechurcheg.org.

Visit GraceChurchEG.org.

St. Maria Goretti Catholic 
Church’s Mass Schedule

Elk Grove’s St. Maria Goretti Catholic 
Church invites everyone to celebrations of 
Holy Mass at 8700 Bradshaw Road.. 

Mass will be held there at 5 p.m. on 
Saturdays, and 8 a.m., 10 a.m. and noon 
on Sundays.

 They also have weekday Masses at 9 a.m. 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays.

For more information, call (916) 647-
4538, visit www.SMGCC.net, or download 
the MyParish app and enter the code, 55321.  

Chabad of Elk Grove  
Torah Classes 

Local community members are invited 
to attend free weekly Torah Classes that 
will be offered by Chabad of Elk Grove. 
Each class will be held from 6:45-7:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays at a private location. 

The course, “Flashbacks in Jewish 
History,” will examine how our past 
informs our future. Rabbi Chaim Groner 
leads the discussion. 

For location, call (917) 724-4443. H

I first met Bill at Baylor University. 
He was a fellow ministerial student 
who imprinted his fraternity shirt with 
a mock Latin phrase, “Quid tibi est?” 

 In 1978, Google was still a long 
way off, so my fellow pledges asked 
him to translate it. 

  “What’s it to you?” he asked with 
some defiance.

 “Oh, come on,” we implored, “Just 
tell us what it means.”

 Regarding us as lowly plebes, he 
weighted his last two words, “What’s 
it TO YOU?” 

 The puzzle game went on a few 
minutes until we heard the literal 
translation – “What’s-it-to-you?”

 Game, set match. He had us.
 But, I just shrugged it off becasue 

I’d dealt with folks like him in my past 
who were sanctimonious, always a self 
proclaimed expert who never offered 
any level ground to those of us who 
were searching. 

 One of my earliest such encoun-
ters was a church youth group leader 
named Sherry.

She always flashed bright smile 
before she pitched her loaded ques-
tion, “Have you received the gift of 
the Holy Spirit?”

The question is a fallacious one, 
much like the one “Have you stopped 
beating your wife?”

It was impossible to give Sherry a 
good answer. If I said, “Yes, I’m full 
of the spirit,” she’d lay out her Bible 
like a religious yardstick to determine 
if my holy spirit measured up to hers.

If I said “No,” I confirmed her 
first impression that I wasn’t a good 
Christian.

Worse yet, a “no” answer brought 
the worst question, “Do you want to 

speak in tongues?”
This question was a reference to the 

ecstatic and unintelligible language 
spoken by thousands of people in 
charismatic churches. But, no, I wasn’t 
ready for that one.

I bring up the examples of Bill and 
Sherrie because I suspect that some of 
you have been turned off religion by 
people like them. If so, you’re the vic-
tim of the loaded questions fired by 
the pious church goers into innocent 
bystanders.

These inquisitors are trying to 
reduce your spirituality to some kind 
of test that only they can pass with 
questions such as: “Don’t you believe 
in Jesus? Don’t you want the spirit 
in your life?” or “If you were to die 
tonight, did you know you’ll go to 
hell?”

How do you answer questions like 
that from folks like this?

Fellow columnist Carolyn Hax 
suggests that we regard people’s 
“nutritional label” and ask if they 
are worth the time. If not, she says, 
“Friends with a low decency content 
need to be treated as junk food.” 

I think this is true in our efforts to 
find a spiritual community too. Some 
people and places are just gonna be 
junk food, but we can also find qual-
ity people when we make the effort to 
look for them.

At the end of the day, spiritual junk 
food doesn’t “fill” you any more 
than this woman’s version of the 
“holy” spirit. You only encounter God 
through a spiritual relationship. And 
like all relationships, you ask ques-
tions, you must dialogue, you can even 
lose your temper, but you will also 
learn to laugh at yourself and forgive 
others.

In the meantime, to all you who’ve 
had someone discourage you from 
involvement with the local church, 
I leave with the strategy suggested 
in one more psudo-Latin phrase, 
“Illegitimi non carborundum.”

The humorous phrase originated 
as an informal motto in the British 
Armed Forces.

It roughly means, “Don’t let the idi-
ots get you down,” but if you Google 
it you’ll find a more colorful version 
mock-Latin aphorism that is best left 
out of this family newspaper. 

What’s it To You?

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES
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We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Of� ces of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Of� ce is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-08679

Sumarah Lewis, 8013 Wymark 
Drive, Elk Grove, CA 95758 
and Quincy Middleton, 8182 
Pond Brook Way, Elk Grove, CA 
95758 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Nights in the Valley Sacramento” 
8013 Wymark Drive, Elk Grove, 
CA 95758. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County November 
15, 2024
Publish: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2025
NIGHTS 1-24-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-09074

Mariclair Gonzales, 3300 
Renwick Avenue Unit 1059, 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Dewy” 3300 
Renwick Avenue Unit 1059, Elk 
Grove, CA 95758. Filed with the 
Clerk of Sacramento County 
December 4, 2024
Publish: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2025
DEWY 1-24-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-09497

Michael Smith, 9243 Levidi 
Court, Elk Grove, CA 95758 
is doing business under the 
Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Aerotech Heating & Cooling/
Aerotech Heating & Air 
Conditioning” 9243 Levidi Court, 
Elk Grove, CA 95758. Filed with 
the Clerk of Sacramento County 
December 20, 2024
Publish: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2025
AEROTECH 1-24-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-09678

Jason Dorminey, 9727 Elk 
Grove Florin Road, Suite 180, 
Elk Grove, CA 95624 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Greenhaven 
Orthodontics” 9727 Elk Grove 
Florin Road, Suite 180, Elk 
Grove, CA 95624. Filed with the 
Clerk of Sacramento County 
December 31, 2024
Publish: January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2025
GREENHAVEN 1-31-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2025-00014

Kendall C. Dixon, 4801 Laguna 
Boulevard Suite 105-316, Elk 
Grove, CA 95758 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Short 
Scovil Consultants/Third Eye 
Aerial/3RD Eye Aerial” 9673 
Gage Street, Elk Grove, CA 
95624. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County January 2, 
2025
Publish: January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2025
SHORT 1-31-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2025-00102

Adaptive Living Renovation Inc., 
10471 Grant Line Road, #120, 
Elk Grove, CA 95624 is doing 
business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “American 
Therapy Tubs” 10471 Grant 
Line Road, #120, Elk Grove, CA 
95624. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County January 7, 
2025
Publish: Jan 17, 24, 31, Feb 7, 2025
TUBS 2-7-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-09573

Mitchell Alvarez, 9270 Emerald 
Crest Drive, Elk Grove, CA 
95624 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“Elevation Wellness” 9270 
Emerald Crest Drive, Elk Grove, 
CA 95624. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County December 
26, 2024
Publish: Jan 17, 24, 31, Feb 7, 2025
ELEVATION 2-7-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2024-09615

Alicia Wolfe, 9061 Weeping Fig 
Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “Queens of 
the Stage” 9061 Weeping Fig 
Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758. Filed 
with the Clerk of Sacramento 
County December 27, 2024
Publish: Jan 17, 24, 31, Feb 7, 2025
QUEENS 2-7-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2025-00165

James Geary, 8525 Deodar 
Crest Court, Elk Grove, CA 
95624 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 

“Interwebs” 8525 Deodar 
Crest Court, Elk Grove, CA 
95624. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County January 10, 
2025
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
INTERWEBS 2-14-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2025-00248

Thomas Uebelhoer, 9157 Rizes 
Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758 is do-
ing business under the Fictitious 
Business Name(s) “El Dorado 
Pest Services” 9157 Rizes Way, 
Elk Grove, CA 95758. Filed with 
the Clerk of Sacramento County 
January 13, 2025
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
PEST 2-14-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2025-00236

Heidi Elizabeth Chote, 10312 
Alta Mesa Road, Wilton, CA 
95693 is doing business under 
the Fictitious Business Name(s) 
“First Chance Farm” 10312 
Alta Mesa Road, Wilton, CA 
95693. Filed with the Clerk of 
Sacramento County January 13, 
2025
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
CHANCE 2-14-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FBNF2025-00262

JP Project Investment Inc., 
9785 Ellsmere Way, Elk Grove, 
CA 95757 is doing business 
under the Fictitious Business 
Name(s) “Tandoori Pizza” 8234 
Laguna Boulevard, Suite #130, 
Elk Grove, CA 95758. Filed with 
the Clerk of Sacramento County 
January 14, 2025
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
TANDOORI 2-14-25

LIEN SALE

LIEN SALE 2/3/25 10AM
AT 8240 14TH AVE, 
SACRAMENTO
17 JEEP LIC# 8KJF903 CA
VIN# 1C4PJMAB6HD228575
ELK GROVE CITIZEN  1-24-25

LIEN SALE 2/3/25 9AM
AT 8590 FRUITRIDGE RD, 
SACRAMENTO
21 NISSAN LIC# 8XAN363 CA
VIN# 3N1AB8BV7MY266149
ELK GROVE CITIZEN 1-24-25

ORDER TO SHOW FOR  
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV025949

Kavita Qiangwu Maitreya 
Salvado DaRocha has filed a pe-
tition with this court for a decree 
changing the name(s) of Kavita 
Qiangwu Maitreya Salvado 
DaRocha to Kavita Maitreya 
Xavier.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on May 1, 2025, at 1:30 
p.m. in Department 53, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: December 16, 2024
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: January 3, 10, 17, 24, 2025
KAVITA 1-24-25

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV026698

Haibo Jacobs has filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree 
changing the name(s) of Haibo 
Jacobs to Haibo Wang.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on May 1, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: December 30, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: January 10, 17, 24, 31, 2025
HAIBO 1-31-25

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV015278

Heidi June Johnson has filed 

a petition with this court for a 
decree changing the name(s) 
of Heidi June Johnson to Heidi 
June Keith Johnson.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on April 15, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: December 11, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: Jan 17, 24, 31, Feb 7, 2025
JOHNSON 2-7-25

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#25CV000551

Said Eide Mohammad Elyar has 
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing the name(s) of 
Said Eide Mohammad Elyar to 
Saeed Elyar.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on May 13, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: January 8, 2025
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
ELYAR 2-14-25

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#24CV025110

Jaspreet Lochab-Dogra has 
filed a petition with this court for 
a decree changing the name(s) 
of Jaspreet Lochab-Dogra to 
Jaspreet Lochab Dogra.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on April 10, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: December 9, 2024
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
DOGRA 2-14-25

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#25CV000554

Said Erfan Ahmad Elyar has 
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing the name(s) of 
Said Erfan Ahmad Elyar to Erfan 
Elyar.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on May 13, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. in Department 54, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: January 8, 2025
Christopher E. Krueger, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
ERFAN 2-14-25

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

CHANGE OF NAME 
#25CV001319

Trudy Linn Perdun has filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing the name(s) of 
Trudy Linn Perdun to Trudy Lynn 
Perdun.
 IT IS ORDERED that all per-
sons interested in the above-en-
titled matter appear before this 
court on June 4, 2025, at 1:30 
p.m. in Department 53, located at 
813 6th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814, and show cause, if any, 
why the petition for Change of 
Name should not be granted.
Dated: January 8, 2025
Richard K. Sueyoshi, Judge of 
the Superior Court
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 14, 2025
PERDUN 2-14-25

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 

ADMINISTER ESTATE OF  
RENE PERDUE FRENCH 
CASE NO. 25PR000031

To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of 
and persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of Rene Perdue French 
aka Rene Perdue Foreman.
 A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by Trevor Allen Foreman, in 
the Superior Court of California, 
County of Sacramento, request-
ing Trevor Allen Foreman be 
appointed as personal represen-
tative(s) to administer the estate 
of the decedent.
 The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal representa-
tive to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or have consented to the 
proposed action.) The indepen-
dent administration authority will 
be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant 
the authority.
 A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as fol-
lows February 25, 2025, 9:00 
a.m. in Dept 129; Superior 
Court of California, County 
of Sacramento, William R. 
Ridgeway Family Relations 
Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn 
Road, Sacramento, CA 95826.
 IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or 
a contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy 
to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within 
the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal de-
livery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form 
is available from the court clerk. 
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney for 
Petitioner is: Sally C. Gonzales, 
Law Offices of Gonzales & Pfaff, 
PC, 5740 Windmill Way, Suite 
13, Carmichael, CA 95608; (916) 
613-2229
Publish: Jan 24, 31, Feb 7, 2025
FRENCH 2-7-25

TRUSTEE SALE

APN: 115-1570-005-0000 TS 
No.: 24-08267CA TSG Order 
No.: 240424209-CA-VOI    
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE SALE 
UNDER DEED OF TRUST    
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
MAY 8, 2020. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF 
YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF  THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER.    Affinia Default 
Services, LLC, as the duly ap-
pointed Trustee, under and 
pursuant to the power of  sale 
contained in that certain Deed of 
Trust Recorded May 18, 2020 as 
Document No.: 202005181470 
of  Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of Sacramento 
County, California, executed by: 
Ferdinand Q  Guinsatao, a sin-
gle man, and Grace Escolano, 
an unmarried woman, as joint 
tenants, as Trustor, will be  sold 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER for cash 
(payable in full at time of sale by 
cash, a  cashier’s check drawn 
by a state or national bank, a 
check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a  check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and 
loan association, savings associ-
ation, or savings bank  specified 
in section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state). All right, title  
and interest conveyed to and 
now held by it under said deed 
of trust in the property situated 
in said county  and state, and as 
more fully described in the above 
referenced deed of trust.     Sale 
Date: February 4, 2025  Sale 
Time: 9:00 AM  Sale Location: 
East Main EntranceGordon D. 
Schaber Sacramento County 
Courthouse, 720 9th Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95814 2 File 
No.:24-08267CA  The street ad-
dress and other common desig-
nation, if any, of the real property 
described above is  purported to 
be: 8815 Boysenberry Way, Elk 
Grove, CA 95624.    The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of 
the street address and  other 
common designation, if any, 
shown herein. Said sale will be 
made in an “AS IS” condition, but 
without  covenant or warranty, 
expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbranc-

es, to pay the  remaining princi-
pal sum of the note(s) secured by 
said Deed of Trust, with interest 
thereon, as provided  in said 
note(s), advances, if any, under 
the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
estimated fees, charges and  
expenses of the Trustee and of 
the trusts created by said Deed 
of Trust, to-wit: $377,147.50 
(Estimated).  Accrued interest 
and additional advances, if any, 
will increase this figure prior to 
sale. It is possible that at  the time 
of sale the opening bid may be 
less than the total indebtedness 
due.    NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
BIDDERS: If you are considering 
bidding on this property lien, you 
should  understand that there 
are risks involved in bidding at a 
trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not  on the prop-
erty itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to  free 
and clear ownership of the prop-
erty. You should also be aware 
that the lien being auctioned off 
may  be a junior lien. If you are 
the highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible 
for paying off  all liens senior 
to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear 
title to the property. You are  
encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may exist 
on this  property by contacting 
the county recorder’s office or a 
title insurance company, either 
of which may  charge you a fee 
for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that  the 
same lender may hold more 
than one mortgage or deed of 
trust on the property.     NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one  or 
more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of the  
California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be 
made  available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those not 
present at the sale. If you wish to 
learn  whether your sale date has 
been postponed, and, if applica-
ble, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale  of this property, 
you may call, (800) 280-2832 for 
information regarding the trust-
ee’s sale or visit this  internet 
website, www.auction.com, for 
information regarding the sale of 
this property, using the file  num-
ber assigned to this case, T.S.# 
24-08267CA. Information about 
postponements that are very 
short in  duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be 
reflected in the  telephone infor-
mation or on the internet website. 
The best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to  attend the 
scheduled sale.    NOTICE TO 
TENANT: You may have a right 
to purchase this property after 
the trustee auction  pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code. If you are an “eligi-
ble tenant buyer,” you can  pur-
chase the property if you match 
the last and highest bid placed 
at the trustee auction. If you are 
an  “eligible bidder,” you may be 
able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and highest 
bid placed  at the trustee auction. 
There are three steps to exercis-
ing this right of purchase. First, 
48 hours after the  date of the 
trustee sale, you can call  (800) 
280-2832, or visit this internet 
website www.auction.com, us-
ing  the file number assigned to 
this case 24-08267CA to find the 
date on which the trustee’s sale 
was held,  the amount of the last 
and highest bid, and the address 
of the trustee. Second, you must 
send a written  notice of intent 
to place a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 15 days 
after the trustee’s sale.  Third, 
you must submit a bid so that the 
trustee receives it no more than 
45 days after the trustee’s sale.  If 
you think you may qualify as an 
“eligible tenant buyer” or “eligi-
ble bidder,” you should consider  
contacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regarding 
this  potential right to purchase.     
3 File No.:24-08267CA    If the 
Trustee is unable to convey title 
for any reason, the success-
ful bidder’s sole and exclusive  
remedy shall be the return of 
monies paid to the Trustee 
and the successful bidder shall 
have no further  recourse.    For 
Pre Sale Information Log On 
To: www.auction.com or Call: 
(800) 280-2832.  For Post Sale 
Results please visit www.affin-
iadefault.com or Call (866) 932-
0360      Dated: December 13, 
2024       By: Carlos Quezada    
Foreclosure Associate  Affinia 
Default Services, LLC  301 E. 
Ocean Blvd., Suite 1720  Long 
Beach, CA 90802  (833) 290-
7452    NPP0468891 To:
CITIZEN (ELK GROVE) 01/10/2025, 
01/17/2025, 01/24/2025
Elk Grove Citizen 1-24-25

T.S. No. 24-69177 APN: 
132-1620-006-0000 NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE’S SALEYOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DAT-
ED 2/6/2006.  UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY 
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.  
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER.A public 
auction sale to the highest bid-
der for cash, cashier’s check 
drawn on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by a state 
or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or fed-

eral savings and loan associa-
tion, or savings association, or 
savings bank specified in Sec-
tion 5102 of the Financial Code 
and authorized to do business 
in this state will be held by 
the duly appointed trustee as 
shown below, of all right, ti-
tle, and interest conveyed to 
and now held by the trustee 
in the hereinafter described 
property under and pursuant 
to a Deed of Trust described 
below.  The sale will be made, 
but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the re-
maining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed 
of Trust, with interest and late 
charges thereon, as provided 
in the note(s), advances, under 
the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee 
for the total amount (at the time 
of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably es-
timated to be set forth below.  
The amount may be greater on 
the day of sale. Trustor: REGI-
NA D CEPEDA AND MANUEL 
A CEPEDA JR., WIFE AND 
HUSBAND AS COMMUNITY 
PROPERTY .Duly Appointed 
Trustee: ZBS LAW, LLP  Deed 
of Trust recorded 2/8/2006, in 
Book 20060208, Page 0212, 
of Official Records in the of-
fice of the Recorder of Sac-
ramento County, California, 
Date of Sale:2/18/2025 at 
9:00 AM Place of Sale:   East 
Main Entrance, Gordon D. 
Schaber Sacramento County 
Courthouse, 720 9th Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95814  Es-
timated amount of unpaid 
balance and other charges:  
$476,083.71Note: Because 
the Beneficiary reserves the 
right to bid less than the total 
debt owed, it is possible that at 
the time of the sale the opening 
bid may be less than the total 
debt owed. Street Address or 
other common designation of 
real property: 10220 SHOECH 
WAY ELK GROVE, CALIFOR-
NIA 95757Described as fol-
lows: As more fully described 
on said Deed of Trust .A.P.N 
#.: 132-1620-006-0000The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrect-
ness of the street address or 
other common designation, if 
any, shown above.  If no street 
address or other common des-
ignation is shown, directions 
to the location of the property 
may be obtained by sending a 
written request to the benefi-
ciary within 10 days of the date 
of first publication of this Notice 
of Sale. NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are con-
sidering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in 
bidding at a trustee auction. 
You will be bidding on a lien, 
not on the property itself. Plac-
ing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically 
entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the 
lien being auctioned off may 
be a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible 
for paying off all liens senior 
to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear 
title to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may ex-
ist on this property by contact-
ing the county recorder’s office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these re-
sources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the proper-
ty.  NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown 
on this notice of sale may be 
postponed one or more times 
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to 
Section 2924g of the California 
Civil Code. The law requires 
that information about trustee 
sale postponements be made 
available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale.  If you 
wish to learn whether your 
sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the resched-
uled time and date for the sale 
of this property, you may call 
(855) 976-3916 or visit this 
internet website www.auction.
com, using the file number as-
signed to this case 24-69177.  
Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in 
time to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected in 
the telephone information or 
on the Internet Web site.  The 
best way to verify postpone-
ment information is to attend 
the scheduled sale.NOTICE 
TO TENANT: You may have 
a right to purchase this prop-
erty after the trustee auction 
pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you 
are an “eligible tenant buyer,” 
you can purchase the property 
if you match the last and high-
est bid placed at the trustee 
auction. If you are an “eligible 
bidder,” you may be able to 
purchase the property if you 
exceed the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. 
There are three steps to ex-
ercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of 
the trustee sale, you can call 
(855) 976-3916, or visit this 
internet website tracker.auc-
tion.com/sb1079, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
24-69177 to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was held,

L E G A L  A D V E R T I S I N G
The Elk Grove Citizen Adjudicated For and By the County of Sacramento, Case No. 14303 - Octorber 14, 1910

The Elk Grove Citizen Adjudicated For and By the City of Elk Grove, Case No. CS01032 - August 25, 2000

Legal  Advertis ing Hotl ine
916-483-2299
Legal  Advertis ing Fax
916-773-2999

Legal Advertising
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd #5
Carmichael, CA 95608

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Notice is hereby given that the Elk Grove Unified School District, hereinafter referred to as the District, 
will receive sealed proposals for the Prairie Elementary School, Roofing 2025 project at Facilities 
and Planning Department, 9510 Elk Grove-Florin Road, Room 206, Elk Grove, California 95624 until 
3:00 p.m., local time, on Thursday, February 13, 2025, at which time bids will be opened.

Each bid must conform to the requirements of the Drawings and Project Manual and other 
documents comprising the Contract Documents, which are available from Signature Reprographics, 
620 Sunbeam Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95811, (916) 454-0800.  Prime Contractors may obtain 
copies for a non-refundable cost of $25 per set.  Signature Reprographics maintains the project 
plan holders’ list, so it is a requirement that prospective bidders purchase their plans from 
Signature Reprographics to ensure that all potential bidders possess a complete set of documents 
including any addenda for the project.  Plans may be previewed online at www.egusdplans.com 

A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, February 4, 2025, 11:00 a.m. at 
the Prairie Elementary School, 5251 Valley Hi Drive, Sacramento, CA 95823.  The District’s 
Representative will be present to discuss the project.  Bids received from parties not attending 
this mandatory pre-bid conference will be rejected as non-responsive.  All bidders are required to 
attend the pre-bid conference in its entirety.

This project involves roof replacement on designated classroom wings. This project requires a 
Class C-39 license.

In accordance with California Labor Code Section 1770 et seq. payment of the appropriate general 
prevailing rate of wages for all crafts employed on the public works site is required of the Contractor 
and all subcontractors. This project has a goal of 3% Disabled Veterans Business Enterprises 
(DVBE) participation per the State Allocation Board requirements. Compliance with California 
Education Code Section 45125.1 mandating fingerprinting requirements apply to this project.

NOTE:  The complete Notice to Contractors is included in the bid documents.

 ELK GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT,
 Sacramento County, California

 BY: Michael Bean
  Senior Construction Manager
  Elk Grove Unified School District
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TRUSTEE SALE

the amount of the last and 
highest bid, and the address of 
the trustee. Second, you must 
send a written notice of intent 
to place a bid so that the trust-
ee receives it no more than 15 
days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid 
so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 45 days after 
the trustee’s sale. If you think 
you may qualify as an “eligible 
tenant buyer” or “eligible bid-
der,” you should consider con-
tacting an attorney or appro-
priate real estate professional 
immediately for advice regard-
ing this potential right to pur-
chase. Dated:  1/15/2025 ZBS 
LAW, LLP , as Trustee 30 Cor-
porate Park, Suite 450Irvine, 
CA 92606For Non-Automated 
Sale Information, call: (714) 
848-7920For Sale Information: 
(855) 976-3916   www.auction.
com Ryan Bradford, Trustee 
Sale OfficerThis office is en-
forcing a security interest of 
your creditor. To the extent that 
your obligation has been dis-
charged by a bankruptcy court 
or is subject to an automatic 
stay of bankruptcy, this notice 
is for informational purposes 
only and does not constitute a 
demand for payment or any at-
tempt to collect such obligation. 
EPP 42352
Pub Dates 01/24, 01/31, 02/07/2025 
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Trustee Sale No. F24-00180     
Notice of Trustee’s Sale
Loan No. Mesa Laguna Title 
Order No. 2410105-05 You 
Are In Default Under A Con-
struction Deed Of Trust, As-
signment Of Leases And 
Rents, Security Agreement, 
Assignment Of Contracts And 
Plans, And Fixture Filing Dated 
12/20/2021 And More Fully 
Described Below (The “Deed 
Of Trust”). Unless You Take 
Action To Protect Your Proper-
ty, It May Be Sold At A Public 
Sale.  If You Need An Explana-
tion Of The Nature Of The Pro-
ceedings Against You, You 
Should Contact A Lawyer. A 
public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash or cashiers 
check (payable at the time of 
sale in lawful money of the 
United States) (cashier’s 
check(s) must be made pay-
able to Assured Lender Ser-
vices, Inc.), will be held by a 
duly appointed trustee. The 
sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, ex-
pressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encum-
brances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) 
secured by the Deed of Trust, 
with interest and late charges 
thereon, as provided in the 
note(s), advances, under the 
terms of the Deed of Trust, in-
terest thereon, legal fees and 
costs, charges and expenses 
of the undersigned trustee 
(“Trustee”) for the total amount 
(at the time of the initial publi-
cation of this Notice of Trust-
ee’s Sale) reasonably estimat-
ed to be set forth below.  The 
amount may be greater on the 
day of sale. Trustor(s): The 
Mesa Laguna Ridge, LP, a 
California limited partnership 
Recorded: recorded on 
12/23/2021 as Document No. 

202112230714 of Official Re-
cords in the office of the Re-
corder of Sacramento County, 
California; Date of Sale: 
02/18/2025 at 01:30PM Place 
of Sale: the east main entrance 
to the County Courthouse, 720 
9th Street, Sacramento, CA 
95814 Amount of unpaid bal-
ance and other charges:  
$24,000,776.18 The purported 
property address is: 10371 
Bruceville Road, Elk Grove, 
CA 95757-9525 Legal Descrip-
tion See Exhibit “A” attached 
hereto and made a part hereof  
Personal Property Description 
See Exhibit “B” attached here-
to and made a part hereof As-
sessors Parcel No. 132-0050-
034-0000  The beneficiary 
under the Deed of Trust here-
tofore executed and delivered 
to the undersigned a written 
Declaration of Default and De-
mand for Sale, and a written 
Notice of Default and Election 
to Sell Under Construction 
Deed of Trust, Assignment of 
Leases and Rents, Security 
Agreement, Assignment of 
Contracts and Plans, and Fix-
ture Filing (the “Notice of De-
fault and Election to Sell”). The 
undersigned caused the No-
tice of Default and Election to 
Sell to be recorded in the coun-
ty where the real property is 
located and more than three 
months have elapsed since 
such recordation. The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of 
the property address or other 
common designation, if any, 
shown herein.  If no street ad-
dress or other common desig-
nation is shown, directions to 
the location of the property 
may be obtained by sending a 
written request to the benefi-
ciary within 10 days of the date 
of first publication of this Notice 
of Trustee’s Sale. If the Trust-
ee is unable to convey title for 
any reason, the successful bid-
der’s sole and exclusive reme-
dy shall be the return of mon-
ies paid to the Trustee, and the 
successful bidder shall have 
no further recourse. Notice To 
Potential Bidders: If you are 
considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should un-
derstand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee 
auction. You will be bidding on 
a lien, not on the property it-
self. Placing the highest bid at 
a trustee auction does not au-
tomatically entitle you to free 
and clear ownership of the 
property. You should also be 
aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. 
If you are the highest bidder at 
the auction, you are or may be 
responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being 
auctioned off, before you can 
receive clear title to the proper-
ty. You are encouraged to in-
vestigate the existence, priori-
ty, and size of outstanding 
liens that may exist on this 
property by contacting the 
county recorder’s office or a ti-
tle insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee 
for this information. If you con-
sult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that the 
same lender may hold more 
than one mortgage or deed of 
trust on the property. Notice To 
Property Owner: The sale date 

shown on this notice of sale 
may be postponed one or 
more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of 
the California Civil Code. The 
law requires that information 
about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to 
you and to the public, as a 
courtesy to those not present 
at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has 
been postponed, and, if appli-
cable, the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this 
property, you may call 
(877)440-4460 or visit this in-
ternet web-site www.mkcon-
sultantsinc.com, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
F24-00180. Information about 
postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be 
reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet web-
site. The best way to verify 
postponement information is to 
attend the scheduled sale. No-
tice To Tenant: You may have 
a right to purchase this proper-
ty after the trustee auction, if 
conducted after January 1, 
2021, pursuant to Section 
2924m of the California Civil 
Code. If you are an “eligible 
tenant buyer” you can pur-
chase the property if you 
match the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auction. If 
you are an “eligible bidder,” 
you may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed the 
last and highest bid placed at 
the trustee auction. There are 
three steps to exercising this 
right of purchase. First, 48 
hours after the date of the 
trustee sale, you can call 
(877)440-4460 or visit this in-
ternet website site www.mk-
consultantsinc.com, using the 
file number assigned to this 
case F24-00180 to find the 
date on which the trustee’s 
sale was held, the amount of 
the last and highest bid, and 
the address of the trustee. 
Second, you must send a writ-
ten notice of intent to place a 
bid so that the trustee receives 
it no more than 15 days after 
the trustee’s sale. Third, you 
must submit a bid, by remitting 
the funds and affidavit de-
scribed in Section 2924m(c) of 
the Civil Code, so that the 
trustee receives it no more 
than 45 days after the trustee’s 
sale. If you think you may qual-
ify as an “eligible tenant buyer” 
or “eligible bidder,” you should 
consider contacting an attor-
ney or appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for 
advice regarding this potential 
right to purchase.* NOTICE 
TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:  
WE REQUIRE CERTIFIED 
FUNDS AT SALE BY CA-
SHIER’S CHECK(S) PAY-
ABLE DIRECTLY TO “AS-
SURED LENDER SERVICES, 
INC.” TO AVOID DELAYS IN 
ISSUING THE FINAL DEED. 
THE PROPERTY COVERED 
IN THIS ACTION INCLUDES 
ALL SUCH REAL PROPERTY 
AND THE PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY IN WHICH THE BENE-
FICIARY HAS A SECURITY 
INTEREST DESCRIBED IN 
EXHIBITS “A” AND “B” AT-
TACHED HERETO, RESPEC-

TIVELY, IT BEING THE ELEC-
TION OF THE CURRENT 
BENEFICIARY UNDER THE 
DEED OF TRUST TO CAUSE 
A UNIFIED SALE TO BE 
MADE OF SAID REAL AND 
PERSONAL PROPERTY IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 
2924F(b)(2) OF THE CALI-
FORNIA CIVIL CODE. Date: 
1/16/2025  Assured Lender 
Services, Inc. Cherie Maples, 
Vice President of Trustee Op-
erations Assured Lender Ser-
vices, Inc. 111 Pacifica Suite 
140 Irvine, CA 92618 Phone: 
(714) 508-7373 Sales Line:  
(877)440-4460 Sales Website: 
www.mkconsultantsinc.com 
Reinstatement Line: (714) 
508-7373 To request reinstate-
ment and/or payoff FAX re-
quest to: (714) 505-3831 This 
Office Is Attempting To Collect 
A Debt And Any Information 
Obtained Will Be  Used For 
That Purpose. Exhibit “A” All 
that certain real properly situat-
ed in the City of Elk Grove, 
County of Sacramento, State 
of California, being Tract 1008, 
as shown on the Plat of “H.J. 
Goethe Company’s Colony 
Number 10”, recorded in the 
Office of the County Recorder 
of Sacramento County, Califor-
nia August 18, 1903 in Book 5 
of Maps, Map No. 22. Except-
ing therefrom that portion 
thereof described as follows: 
Beginning at a point on the 

North line of said Tract 1008, 
which is the Southerly line of 
Elefa Avenue and which said 
point is distant Westerly 363 
feet from the Northeast corner 
of said Tract 1008, which said 
Northeast corner is the inter-
section of a fence line running 
Easterly and Westerly along 
the South line of said Elefa Av-
enue and a fence line running 
Northley and Southerly along 
the East line of said Tract 1008 
and running thence Southerly 
from said Point of Beginning 
and parallel to the East line of 
said Tract 1008, a distance of 
91 feet to a point and running 
thence Westerly and parallel to 
the North line of said Tract 
1008, a distance of 112 feet to 
a point and running thence 
Northerly and parallel to the 
East line of said Tract 1008, a 
distance of 91 feet to a point in 
the North line of said Tract 
1008 and running thence East-
erly along the North line of said 
Tract 1008, 112 feet to the 
Point of Beginning, as con-
veyed by Rose Zgraggen, a 
widow, to Edwin Zgraggen, her 
son, by Deed dated November 
10, 1947, recorded November 
10, 1947, in Book 1412 A of 
Official Records, Page 329. 
Also excepting therefrom the 
South Four Acres of said Tract 
1008. Also excepting there-
from that portion thereof de-
scribed as follows: Beginning 
at the Northwest corner of the 

South Four Acres of said Tract 
1008, thence from said point of 
beginning along the West line 
of said Tract 1008, North 00º 
44’ 29” East, 324.52 feet; 
thence leaving said West line, 
South 89° 15’ 31” East, 625.96 
feet to the East line of said 
Tract 1008; thence along said 
East line, South 00º 23’ 23” 
West, 304.66 feet to the North-
east corner of said South Four 
Acres; thence along the North 
line of said South Four Acres, 
South 88º 55’ 46” West, 628.15 
feet to the point of beginning. 
As also described as Resultant 
Parcel A in that certain Bound-
ary Line Adjustment/Certificate 
of Compliance recorded No-
vember 27, 2007 in Book 
20071127 at Page 1163. Also 
excepting therefrom any and 
all mobile home(s). Exhibit “B” 
(Personal Property) All equip-
ment, fixtures, and other arti-
cles of personal property now 
or hereafter owned by Trustor, 
and now or hereafter attached 
or affixed to the Real Property; 
together with all accessions, 
parts, and additions to, all re-
placements of, and all substitu-
tions for, any such property; 
and together with all proceeds 
(including without limitation all 
insurance proceeds and re-
funds of premiums) from any 
sale or disposition of the Prop-
erty.
Published 1/24/25, 1/31/25, 2/7/25
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ELK GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEE PUBLIC NOTICE 

OF INTENT TO FILL BOARD VACANCY 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Elk Grove Unified School District is looking to fill a vacancy on 
its seven-member Board of Education.  Following former trustee Gina Jamerson’s resignation from 
the Board of Trustees, a vacancy has opened up on the Board in Trustee Area Four.  On January 
14, 2025, the Board announced its intention to begin the process of provisionally appointing an 
interested candidate to fill Ms. Jamerson’s vacated seat.

The Board invites interested candidates from Trustee Area Four to submit an application to the 
District Office [9510 Elk Grove-Florin Road, Elk Grove, CA 95624] or via email to Senior Executive 
Assistant Ludi Avalos [LAvalos@egusd.net], by no later than 5:00 pm on January 27, 2025.  
Applications can be obtained at the front counter at the District Office between  the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on regular business days, or at the District’s website [www.egusd.net].  
California law requires that candidates meet the following minimum eligibility requirements to be 
considered for provisional appointment to the Board: 

 • The candidate must be at least 18 years of age.
 • The candidate must be a citizen of California.
 • The candidate must be a resident of Trustee Area Four.
 • The candidate must be a registered voter.
 • The candidate must not be disqualified from holding a civil office. 
  
If you are unsure if you live within the boundaries of Trustee Area Four, please contact the Office of 
the Superintendent  or the Sacramento County Registrar of Voters during regular business hours. 

The Board is responsible for ensuring the District operates effectively and efficiently.  Trustees 
commit a significant amount of time, energy, effort and dedication to ensure that the District can 
appropriately serve our community.  The Board intends to interview candidates and make the 
appointment at a special board meeting on February 13, 2025.  For more information regarding 
the provisional appointment process, or the duties of a school board member, please contact the 
Superintendent’s Office.
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City of Elk Grove – City Council
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CONCERNING STORM WATER DRAINAGE FEE ZONE 2 ASSESSMENTS

ANNEXATION NO. 71 INTO STORM WATER DRAINAGE FEE ZONE 2
FOR THE ELK GROVE SPORTSCENTER RETAIL PAD PROJECT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 6:00 p.m., 
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, at the City Hall, 8400 Laguna Palms Way, 
Elk Grove, California, the City Council of the City of Elk Grove shall hold a public hearing prepared 
and filed in connection with proposed Storm Water Drainage Fee Zone 2 assessments on 
properties identified in the resolution of intent adopted on January 8, 2025. The City has mailed 
a notice to each affected property owner specifying the amount of the proposed assessment on 
the owner’s property. At the public hearing, the City Council shall hear and consider all protests.

Dated / Published:  January 17, 2025 and January 24, 2025

JASON LINDGREN
CITY CLERK, CITY OF ELK GROVE

ADA COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
 please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (916) 478-3635.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable 

the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.
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City of Elk GroveCity of Elk Grove
INVITATION TO BIDINVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that electronic bids will be received at the City of Elk Grove Vendor 
Portal through PlanetBids prior to 10:00 a.m. local time (09:59:59 – according to the PlanetBids 
official Bid clock) on Thursday, February 20, 2025 for furnishing all labor, materials, tax, 
transportation, equipment and services necessary for the:

2025 PAVEMENT MAINTENANCE PROJECT – PAVEMENT REPAIRS (WPR025)

Bids submitted after the time specified will not be accepted.

Description of Work:
The proposed work shall be performed in accordance with the plans, specifications and other 
contract documents and shall consist of the following: repair existing pavement at various locations 
throughout the City (Work).
 The Opinion of Probable Cost (OPC) for the work is $2,374,358 (basis for award). The Opinion of 
Probable Cost for the Base Bid is $789,065 and Add Alternate A is $1,585,293.

Bidder shall have current standing as a City approved pre-qualified Bidder prior to 
submitting a bid for this Project. Bidders that submit a Bid without being pre-qualified shall 
have their Bid deemed non-responsive.

In order to bid on or to be listed on the bid proposal for this Public Works Project all 
Contractors and subcontractors shall be registered with the Department of Industrial Relations 
and be qualified to perform Public Work pursuant to Section 1725.5 of the California Labor Code.  
Unregistered Contractors may still submit bids provided the bid is authorized by Section 7029.1 of 
the Business and Professions Code or by either Section 10164 and 20103.5 of the Public Contract 
Code and all Contractors including subcontractors are registered with the Department of Industrial 
Relations to perform Public Work pursuant to California Labor Code Section 1725.5 at the time the 
bid is submitted. DIR registration is not required on Projects that do not exceed $25,000, which are 
for construction, alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work or for public works projects for 
maintenance when $15,000 or less.

Construction License:
Bidder must possess a current valid Class “A” General Engineering or Class “C-12” Earthwork and 
Paving Contractor’s Licenses issued by the State of California.

For Pre-Bid Information and Information Pertaining to the Construction Plans and 
Specifications, Contact:

Robert French, Operations Manager, City of Elk Grove, Public Works Department 
Telephone: (916) 478-3648 or electronically at the City of Elk Grove Vendor Portal through 

PlanetBids

For Obtaining Bid Documents, Contact:
Whitney Yann, Management Analyst I, City of Elk Grove, Public Works Department
Telephone: (916) 687-3062 or electronically at the City of Elk Grove Vendor Portal through 

PlanetBids

Plans, specifications and other bid documents may be examined and/or obtained at the City of 
Elk Grove City Hall, Public Works Department, located on the second floor of 8401 Laguna Palms 
Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758. A copy of the bid documents may be obtained at the City Hall upon 
request and payment of $15.00 or may be mailed upon request and payment of $20.00. The amount 
of the payment is non-refundable. Bidders may also view and download the plans, specifications, 
and other bid documents at the City of Elk Grove Vendor Portal through PlanetBids.  Any Addendum 
shall only be issued electronically at the City of Elk Grove Vendor Portal through PlanetBids. In 
person requests for Addendum shall not be accepted by the City during the pandemic.

By: ______________________ Date: January 15, 2025
Christina Castro, PE
Capital Program Division Manager
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Notice is hereby given that the Elk Grove Unified School District, hereinafter referred to as the 
District, will receive sealed proposals for the David Reese Elementary School, Paving Upgrades 
project at Facilities and Planning Department, 9510 Elk Grove-Florin Road, Room 206, Elk Grove, 
California 95624 until 2:00 p.m., local time, on Wednesday, February 19, 2025, at which time bids 
will be opened.

Each bid must conform to the requirements of the Drawings and Project Manual and other 
documents comprising the Contract Documents, which are available from Signature Reprographics, 
620 Sunbeam Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95811, (916) 454-0800.  Prime Contractors may obtain 
copies for a non-refundable cost of $100 per set.  Signature Reprographics maintains the project 
plan holders’ list so it is a requirement that prospective bidders purchase their plans from Signature 
Reprographics to ensure that all potential bidders possess a complete set of documents including 
any addenda for the project.  Plans may be previewed online at www.egusdplans.com 

It is mandatory that all General Contractors (GCs) and Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) 
Subcontractors who intend to submit bids fully complete the pre-qualification questionnaire, provide 
all materials requested herein, and be approved by the District.  MEP is defined as subcontractors 
holding the following license classifications: C-4, C-7, C-10, C-16, C-20, C-34, C-36, C-38, C-42, C-43 
and/or C-46.  No bid will be accepted from a GC that has failed to comply with these requirements, 
or submits a bid that lists MEP Subs that have failed to comply with these requirements.  If two or 
more business entities submit a bid on a project as a Joint Venture, or expect to submit a bid as 
part of a Joint Venture, each entity within the Joint Venture must be separately qualified to bid. Pre-
qualification application packages are available by contacting the Facilities and Planning Department, 
9510 Elk Grove-Florin Road, Room 206, Elk Grove CA 95624, via telephone at (916) 686-7711, or 
via email at facilitiesbids@egusd.net.

A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, February 4, 2025, 10:00 a.m. at  
David Reese Elementary School, 7600 Lindale Drive,  Sacramento, CA 95828.  The District’s 
Representative and Architect will be present to discuss the project.  Bids received from parties not 
attending this mandatory pre-bid conference will be rejected as non-responsive.  All bidders are 
required to attend the pre-bid conference in its entirety. 

This project includes the removal and replacement of asphalt pavement at hardcourt areas and fire 
lane access, installation of new basketball standards, volleyball and tetherball equipment, including 
game court and playground striping, replacement of turf and paved surfaces in the Kindergarten 
area,  minor fencing replacement and additions, and repair and replacement of irrigation systems as 
necessary. This project requires a Class A or B license.

In accordance with California Labor Code Section 1770 et seq. payment of the appropriate general 
prevailing rate of wages for all crafts employed on the public works site is required of the Contractor 
and all subcontractors.  This project has a goal of 3% Disabled Veterans Business Enterprises 
(DVBE) participation per the State Allocation Board requirements.  Compliance with California 
Education Code Section 45125.1 mandating fingerprinting requirements applies to this project.

NOTE:  The complete Notice to Contractors is included in the bid documents.

 ELK GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT,
 Sacramento County, California

 BY: Michael Bean
  Senior Construction Manager
  Elk Grove Unified School District

Elk Grove Citizen 1-24, 1-31-2025
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Advertise in 
your local community 

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
 G

ro
ve

 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Announcements

Autos Wanted

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today! 
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCA N)

Solving Plumbing Problems, 
One Leak at a Time 

Residential & Commercial 
Platero Parada Plumbing 

 Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:  
650-431-8893  Lic. 1112115

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Plumbing

Painting

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er.  (Offer ends 3/30/25.) Call 
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

PRESSURE 
WASHING

Landscaping

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

Join Our Team at Prodigy 
Shuttle Service! 

Now Hiring Drivers - $19/
hour starting pay! Flexible 

schedules, rewarding work, 
and a chance to make a 

difference in the community.
Apply today! Call 916-585-

3697 or email us at  
Info@ProdigyShuttle.com.

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN 

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605.  (Cal-Scan)

Programmer/Analyst, 
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.  
Determine client-side data 
capture, presentation and 
manipulation needs within, 
and build system components 
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply 
to:  HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th 
Street, Bakersfield, CA  93301. 
Ref. job code ME008.

Help Wanted

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale

Kings tickets 
Best Seats in G1 for the $ 
Section 218 Row B 7 & 8 
Private box area 1st row 

balcony halfcourt; 16 folding 
chairs in one row. No one in 
front or behind. Buy direct 

save $ 916-595-5379

Dalla Dental Group seeks Sr. 
Manager, Strategy & Operations 
Analyst for Elk Grove location. 
Must have MS in Mgmt., Busi-
ness Admin. or rel. or foreign 

equiv. & min. 3 yrs. in Ops Mgmt. 
roles or rel. w/ skills pertaining to 
materials requirement, materials 
planning, controlling inventory & 
managing costs analysis. Sal: 

$146k-$149k/yr.  Send res: info@
oradentistry.com

Help Wanted

Painting

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Concrete

Rooms for Rent
Furnished, in Elk Grove, 
$1200 per room. Two 

rooms is $2200. Contact 
frankoko2018@gmail.
com or 916-430-7104.

Call (916) 773-1551 Call (916) 773-1551   
to advertise with us to advertise with us 

today!today!
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Lunar New Year 
Creative Space 

Market on Jan. 25
The Creative Space will 

host a lunar new year mar-
ket in Old Town Plaza at 
10 a.m. Jan. 25 where ven-
dors can sell their Year 
of the Snake-appropriate 
wares.

The free will include 
food. 

Widowed Persons 
Activities

Jan. 28 – 5:00 PM – 
Dinner at Chevy’s, 7401 
Laguna Blvd.  Contact is 
Addie at 916-682-3609.

Feb. 1, 10:30 a.m. – 
Coffee Gathering at Peets 
Coffee, 7127 Elk Grove 
Blvd. Contact is Evelyn at 
916-685-9669.

Feb. 3, 10:30 a.m. – 
WPSC Board Meeting at 
the Oaks Mobile Home 
Park Clubhouse, 116 Calle 

Entrada, Elk Grove. Open 
to all members.  

Feb. 3, Noon – Lunch at 
Sarom's Southern Kitchen, 
6624 Laguna Blvd, #102, 
Elk Grove. Contact is 
Barbara at 916-516-6009.

Feb. 6, Noon – No-host 
lunch and Bunco at Round 
Table, 8795 Elk Grove 
Blvd. Contact Lois at 
916-212-4196 or Susie at 
916-798-0007.

Feb. 7,  10 a.m. – 
Pinochle at Elk Grove 
UMC, 8986 Elk Grove 
Blvd. Contact is Jim at 
916-768-1923.

Feb .  12 ,  Noon  – 
No-host lunch followed 
by Beginners’ Pinochle at 
Original Mike’s, 9139 E. 
Stockton Blvd. Contact is 
Evelyn at 916-685-9669.

Feb. 14, 10 a.m. – Hand 
and Foot card game at Elk 
Grove UMC, 8986 Elk 
Grove Blvd. Contact is 
Gerri at 916-698-1940.

Feb. 17, 9:15 a.m. – Red 
Hawk Adventure ~ Meet 
at the Big Lots parking 
lot. Contact is Evelyn at 
916-685-9669. 

Feb. 20, 11:30 a.m. – 
General Meeting at Golden 
Corral, 7700 W. Stockton 
Blvd . ;  $24  inc ludes 
lunch. Contact is Pat at 
916-802-4524.

A widowed person may 
attend up to three events 
while deciding if they wish 
to join WPSC.

Contact  Bonnie  a t 
916-422-1522 if you are 
interested in membership.

Lunar New Year 
Festival Feb. 1-2 

The NorCal Vietnamese 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Communi ty  Pa r tne r s 
Advocate of Little Saigon 
Sacramento, Cosumnes 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
Distr ic t  and ci ty  of 
Elk Grove will host a 

two-day Lunar New Year 
Celebration on Feb. 1-2. 

The free event at Elk 
Grove Regional Park, 9950 
Elk Grove Florin Road, 
will celebrate the begin-
ning of the 2025 lunar 
calendar and Year of the 
Snake.

 It will run from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Feb. 1 and 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Feb. 2.  

The event will include 
food vendors, libations, a 
parade, lion dancers, live 
music and more. 

Elk Grove 
Community Band 

Concert Feb. 3
T h e  E l k  G r o v e 

C o m m u n i t y  C o n c e r t 
Band Concert, free for the 
community, is at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 3 at Joseph 
Kerr Middle School, 8865 
Elk Grove Blvd. 

Christopher J. Tootle 
is musical director of the 

band, which includes 
professional, semi-profes-
sional and amateur adult 
musicians; and talented 
Elk Grove Unified School 
District school musicians.

The band’s future con-
certs are April 7 and May 
19. Learn more at elk-
grovecommunityband.org.

American Legion 
Post 233

The Elk Grove American 
Legion Post 233, estab-
lished in 1994, invites 
veterans to our monthly 
meetings every fourth 
Thursday of the month 
at the Elks Lodge, 9240 
Survey Road, Elk Grove. 

We invite veterans and 
spouses to join us the first 
Saturday of each month for 
our Elk Grove American 
Legion Post 233 Family 
Social Breakfast at 9 am at 
Mimi's Cafe, on the corner 
of Laguna Boulevard and 

West Stockton Boulevard 
(just off Highway 99) in 
Elk Grove.

For questions, please 
contact Henry at 916-
205-9296 or  Sue at 
916-683-6128. 

Other Veterans 
Meetings Listed

American Legion Post 
55, Veterans and Auxiliary 
Units: 4th Wednesday. 
Dinner 6 p.m., meet-
ing 7 p.m., Veterans Hall, 
8230 Civic Center Drive. 
Breakfast: 2nd Saturday, 
8-10 am., 8830 Sharkey 
Ave.

Marine Corps League: 
1st Thursday. Dinner 6 
p.m., meeting, 7p.m., 
Veterans Hall, 8230 Civic 
Center Drive.

VFW Post 2073: 2nd 
Thursday. Dinner 6 p.m., 
meeting 7 p.m., Veterans 
Hall, 8230 Civic Center 
Drive.  H

ABOUT TOWN
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Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

COMICS & PUZZLES

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • SUPER BOWL
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Bungle
5. Cause of a trip?
8. Dao, alt. sp.
11. Between marquess 
and viscount
12. Super garb?
13. Inlet in Norway
15. Cogito ____ sum
16. Long story
17. Deprived of a limb
18. *Half-time headliner
20. Ice, dark or middle 
____
21. *Cindy Crawford 
wore “____ Dukes” in a 
Super Bowl ad
22. Flightless bird
23. *Last year’s Super 
Bowl winners
26. A cheap, run-down 
motel
30. “____ the fields 
we go”
31. Merry
34. Actor’s part
35. Expensive
37. Not him
38. Cell phone bill item
39. Civil Rights icon
40. *David Tyree’s ____ 
Catch
42. Letters of distress
43. What rule follower 
does
45. Get cozy
47. Greed, biblical-
ly-speaking
48. Grieve for the dead
50. Time period
52. *Team with most Su-
per Bowl appearances
55. 3600 seconds, pl.
56. Casino chip
57. Salmon’s output
59. En ____, all together
60. Like Piper of Hamelin
61. Uber alternative
62. ____ Robinson
63. Acronym, abbr.
64. “Come Sail Away” 
band

DOWN
1. Service charge
2. Songbird
3. Craving
4. Marilyn Monroe, e.g.
5. ____ lazuli
6. Hot
7. 52 cards
8. Hefty volume
9. Greek god of war
10. 1, e.g.
12. Cherry red
13. Post vitriol
14. *Team with no Super 
Bowl appearances
19. Looney Tunes duck
22. Architectural add-on
23. Meat of coconut
24. Roman king of Judea
25. Like certain whiskey
26. Grow crop
27. Brag
28. Algorithmic language
29. Ganders’ companions
32. Tom Jones’s “____ a 
Lady”
33. Rolodex abbr.
36. *____ Superdome
38. Wombs
40. Lady lobster
41. Hardened
44. Follows wash
46. Pig sounds
48. Bouncing off the walls
49. Weasel’s aquatic 

cousin
50. Fly like an eagle
51. Boot-wearing kitty
52. Mama Bear’s husband
53. To perfection (3 words)
54. *Justin Timberlake’s 
“____Back,” sung in Super 
Bowl show
55. Expression of doubt
58. *Steelers’ number of 
Super Bowl trophies

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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Community members can watch these 
meetings online and submit public com-
ments for the officials to review.

The Elk Grove City Council has its 
regular meetings at 6 p.m. the second and 
fourth Wednesday of the month. To view 
the meeting, visit the city of Elk Grove’s 
website, www.ElkGroveCity.org.

The Elk Grove Planning Commission 
has its online meetings at 6 p.m. the first 
and third Thursdays of the month. 

A live video stream of this meeting can 
be viewed at the city of Elk Grove’s web-
site, www.ElkGroveCity.org.

The Cosumnes Community Services 
District Board of Directors has in-per-
son meetings at 5 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month.

 It governs the Cosumnes Fire 
Department as well as Elk Grove’s parks 
and recreation system.

 The CSD board meetings can be 

watched live at www.CosumnesCSD.gov 
and they are held at 8820 Elk Grove Blvd.

The Elk Grove Unified School District 
Board of Trustees meets the first and third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. This 
meeting is in-person at the Robert L. Trigg 
Education Center Board Room, 9510 Elk 
Grove Florin Road. 

Members of the public can also view 
it by using the Zoom application and vis-
iting the school district’s website, www.
EGUSD.net. 

Past board meetings can be watched 
on the district’s YouTube channel, 
“ElkGroveUnified.”

The Florin Resource Conservation 
District Board, which governs the Elk 
Grove Water District, holds online meet-
ings every third Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
These meetings are held via the Zoom 
application. 

To access them, visit www.egwd.org. H

Art Workshops  
for Adults 

Enhance your visual arts 
skills or learn a new tech-
nique in an art class or 
workshop at the Elk Grove 
Fine Arts Center.

We periodically offer 
workshops for younger 
people, dependent upon the 
instructor and type of class. 
If you’re looking for basic 
to advanced instruction in 
Batiking, Ceramics, Clay, 
Encaustics, Fabric Art, 
Mixed-Media, Mosaics, 
Plein Air, or Watercolor 
(and more!), you will find 
it here. To learn more, visit 
elkgrovefineartscenter.org/
workshop.

The Elk Grove Fine 
Arts Center is at 9020 Elk 
Grove Blvd., Suite 101. 
They are open from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays 
through Saturdays, and 
Sundays 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Visit us every First 
Saturday from 4-7PM at 
the Center for refresh-
ments, an opportunity to 

meet featured artists, and 
enjoy live music. For more 
information, please visit 
ElkGroveFineArtsCenter.
org or call (916) 685-5992.

First Saturday  
at Elk Grove Fine 

Arts Center 
The Elk Grove Fine 

Arts Center will host “A 
Celebration of Art with 
Students from the Elk 
Grove Unified School 
District” from Feb. 1 
through Feb 20. 

The event promotes art-
work from young artists in 
art programs at Elk Grove 
high schools. The partici-
pants will earn awards and 
ribbons during the First 
Saturday reception on Feb. 
1.

The gallery will also 
include several works by 
represented artists and 
selections for its commu-
nity art display as well as 
refreshments, live music 
and an opportunity to meet 
the featured artists.

View Artwork  
from Elk Grove 

At webmaps.elkgrovec-
ity.org/publicartelkgrove/. 
The Elk Grove Arts 
Commission has created a 
virtual Citywide Art Guide 
to art pieces and art events 
in Elk Grove. 

If you know of a piece 
or event that should be 
included, contact the city 
of Elk Grove’s community 
event center manager, Lana 
Yoshimura at lyoshimura@
elkgrovecity.org.

Call for Artists 
 at Fine Arts Center

All art competitions 
require online submission 
through Smarter Entry. 
Fees may be paid directly 
online through this system. 

Visit the individual exhi-
bition pages to explore 
deadlines, fees, awards, 
and to download the 
prospectus. 

For more, please visit 
https://elkgrovefineartscen-
ter.org.  H

ARTS CALENDAR

MEETING MINDERS

POLICE LOGS

Jan. 13
4:43 a.m., confidential location, Elk 

Grove Police arrested Elijah Gibson, 21, 
on corporal injury to an intimate part-
ner and violation of a restraining order 
charges.

8:39 a.m., 5000 block of Laguna 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Angel Perez, 31, on DUI causing an 
injury and possession of cocaine or heroin 
charges.

5:08 p.m., 9600 block of Elk Grove 
Florin Road, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Chase Hunt, 35, on warrant charges.

Jan. 14
12:49 a.m., confidential location, Elk 

Grove Police arrested Marc Foster, 61, on 
violating a restraining order charges. 

3:06 p.m., Sheldon Road/East Stockton 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Jose Perez, 42; and Antonio Perez, 67, on 
resisting an executive officer, battery on 
a peace officer, resisting arrest, posses-
sion of marijuana for sale, possession of 
a controlled substance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and warrant charges.

4:55 p.m., 7200 block of Laguna 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Robert McGugin, 48, on vandalism 
charges.

7:29 p.m., 9600 block of Bruceville 
Road, Elk Grove Police arrested Danielle 
Flynn, 45, on unlawful use of 911 charges.

6:42 p.m., Power Inn Road/Calvine 
Road, Elk Grove Police arrested Steven 
Khamkeuanekeo, 42, on receiving a stolen 
vehicle and false impersonation charges. 

Jan. 15
2:25 a.m., Calvine Road/Elk Grove 

Florin Road, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Steve Matern, 48, on warrant charges.

4:25 a.m., confidential location, Elk 
Grove Police arrested Lonnie Rosales, 40, 
on corporal injury to an intimate partner, 
criminal threat and false imprisonment 
charges.

5:31 a.m., 6800 block of Harvest Oak 
Court, Elk Grove Police arrested Lenyn 
Carvalho, 23, on warrant charges.

11:15 a.m., Franklin Boulevard/Lake 
Pleasant Drive, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Jesse Dalton, 37; and Shalina Singh, 37, 
on receiving a stolen vehicle, identity 
theft, possession of a controlled substance 
and possession of drug paraphernalia 
charges. 

2:12 p.m., Bruceville Road/Laguna 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Jordan McGill, 23, on carrying a con-
cealed weapon,  carrying a loaded firearm 
and possession of marijuana charges. 

6:54 p.m., Laguna Boulevard/Harbour 
Point Drive, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Daniel Lizarraga, 37, on receiving a stolen 
vehicle and possession of drug parapher-
nalia charges. 

11:44 p.m., Kammerer Road/Promenade 
Parkway, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Charles Penny, 31, on possession of a con-
trolled substance and possession of drug 
paraphernalia charges.

Jan. 16
12:31 p.m., 8600 block of Waterman 

Road, Elk Grove Police arrested Safouh 
Bayoneta, 21, on DUI/drug charges. 

1:22 p.m., confidential location, Elk 
Grove Police arrested Earnest Barron, 
31, on assault with a deadly weapon, kid-
napping, making criminal threats and 
domestic battery charges.

2:46 p.m., confidential location, Elk 
Grove Police arrested Wilfred Jones, 45, 
on violation of a restraining order charges.

3:14 p.m., 10300 block of East Stockton 

Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Pravin Raman, 39, on possession of a con-
trolled substance and possession of drug 
paraphernalia charges.

6:18 p.m., 8400 block of Elk Grove 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Darquell Johnson, 32, on trespassing 
charges.

9:51 p.m., Laguna Boulevard/Di Lusso 
Drive, Elk Grove Police arrested Alarain 
Smith, 20, on resisting arrest charges.

Jan. 17
7:46 a.m., 8800 block of Sheldon Road, 

Elk Grove Police arrested Xavier Brutus, 
25, on trespassing charges.

2:24 p.m., Dino Road/Waterman Road, 
Elk Grove Police arrested Dharan, Sahil, 
23, on reckless driving charges.

8:01 p.m., 7100 block of Elk Grove 
Boulevard,  Elk Grove Police arrested 
Keaston Libre, 44, on warrant charges.

8:14 p.m., confidential location, Elk 
Grove Police arrested Kaytana Kokotas, 
31, on domestic battery charges.

Jan. 18
12:51 a.m., confidential location, Elk 

Grove Police arrested Derreck Wells, 30, 
on corporal injury to an intimate partner, 
child endangerment and violation of a 
restraining order charges.

2:39 p.m., confidential location, Elk 
Grove Police arrested Sarah Guillory, 24, 
on domestic battery charges.

9:30 p.m., 100 block of Sky River 
Parkway, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Santeam Saetern, 41, on DUI/drug 
charges.

11:05 p.m., 8700 block of East Stockton 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested Jose 
Belmonte, 53, on unlawful use of tear gas 
charges.

11:34 p.m., 4800 block of Ammolite 
Way, Elk Grove Police arrested Jonathan 
Chock, 45, on misuse of 911 and resisting 
arrest charges.

Jan. 19
12:38 a.m., 10000 block of Bruceville 

Road, Elk Grove Police arrested Keaston 
Libre, 44, on creating a public nuisance 
charges.

1:25 a.m., Elk Grove Boulevard/Elk 
Grove Florin Road, Elk Grove Police 
arrested Cruz Avalos, 19, on engaging in a 
speed contest charges.

Jan. 20
12:04 a.m., Bradshaw Road/Millpond 

Court, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Raimundo Haro-Padilla, 33, on DUI 
charges.

3:02 a.m., 9200 block of Franklin 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Dominic Johnson, 21; Dalisha Williams, 
18; and a male juvenile, 15, on bur-
glary and conspiracy to commit a felony 
charges. 

11:45 a.m., 9900 block of Elk Grove 
Florin Road, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Ross Mack, 71, on DUI and possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. 

2:44 p.m., 5600 block of Whitelock 
Parkway, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Lamonte Franks, 27, on robbery 
charges. 4:53 p.m., 9000 block of Grove 
Street,  Elk Grove Police arrested Krystal 
Castellanos, 38, on warrant charges.

6:31 p.m., 8400 block of Elk Grove 
Boulevard,  Elk Grove Police arrested 
Justin Lakhan, 36, on DUI/drug and child 
endangerment charges.

7:26 p.m., 8400 block of Elk Grove 
Boulevard, Elk Grove Police arrested 
Keaston Libre, 44, on public intoxication 
charges. H

By Ryan Sabalow,
CALMatters.org

California public school 
students will get additional 
coursework on the harms 
of alcohol in 2025, thanks 
to a new law from a former 
lawmaker whose drunken 
driving arrest inspired her 
legislation.

I n  S e p t e m b e r , 
Gov.  Gavin Newsom 
signed Assembly Bill 
2865 by former Los 
Ange le s  Democra t i c 
Assemblymember Wendy 
Carrillo, whose DUI last 
year helped derail her 
political career.

California schools are 
already required to provide 
instruction about alcohol, 
narcotics and other danger-
ous drugs. This bill would 
require that schools also 
provide instruction about 
the short- and long-term 
harms of excessive drink-
ing — including alcohol’s 
link to chronic diseases, 
mental health problems 
and deaths.

As she pitched her bill 
to her colleagues in 2024, 
Carrillo told them that it 
was important for students 
to learn about alcohol’s 
consequences in the hopes 
they don’t go down the 
path she did.

“I wish I would have 
known in high school what 
I know now,” she said at 
one hearing. “I would have 
made different choices.”

On Nov. 3, 2023, Carrillo 
crashed into parked cars in 
Northeast Los Angeles. 
Police said her blood-al-
cohol level was twice the 
legal limit, according to 
the Los Angeles Times. 
She ended up pleading 
no contest to the DUI in 
the middle of her race for 
Los Angeles City Council, 
which she lost. Because 

she ran for city council, 
Carrillo left her Assembly 
seat this year.

Carrillo said her DUI 
was a wake up call for her. 
She said she started going 
to therapy and became 
sober. As she reflected on 
her life, she said her own 
struggles with booze began 
at an early age. And she 
was troubled by how prev-
alent alcohol is in society, 
despite its documented 
dangers.
Alcohol is a National and 

Global Health Issue
According to federal 

health officials, alcohol-re-
lated diseases kill 178,000 
people in the U.S. each 
year, and death rates 
are increasing. Noting 
that alcohol causes at 
least seven types of can-
cer, including bowel and 
breast cancers, the World 
Health Organization last 
year declared that “when 
it comes to alcohol con-
sumption, there is no safe 
amount.”

Carrillo testified that 54 
Californians die each day 
from alcohol.

“I want young people to 
learn early how something 
that is so legally and easily 
accessible can do so much 
harm if not consumed with 
more knowledge and more 
responsibility,” she told her 
colleagues.

Her bill passed with-
out any lawmakers voting 
against it.

What Law Will Do
Under the new law, 

school boards can decide 
which grades receive the 
new instruction. They 
can ask the state for reim-
bursements for the costs 
of instruction, training and 
updates to instructional 
materials, said Nicholas 
Filipas, a spokesperson for 

the California Department 
of Education. 

At the San Juan Unified 
School District in the 
Sacramento region, educa-
tors shouldn’t have trouble 
rolling the bill’s require-
ments into their schools’ 
curriculum, said Raj Rai, 
a spokesperson for the dis-
trict, which educates about 
39,000 students.

“Alcohol education 
has been embedded into 
our high school health 
class curriculum for quite 
some time,” Rai said in 
an email. “Our curric-
ulum team will review 
the currently adopted 
health materials to see 
if anything additional is 
needed to meet the new 
requirements.”

The district already 
has several programs that 
teach students grades 
six through 12 about the 
harms of alcohol and 
drugs with the goal of 
reducing or eliminating 
teen substance abuse. 

The district’s high 
schools also regularly par-
ticipate in California’s 
Highway Patrol’s “Every 
15 Minutes,” Rai said.

The CHP describes 
the program as challeng-
ing teens to “think about 
drinking, driving, personal 
safety, the responsibility 
of making mature deci-
sions and the impact their 
decisions have on family, 
friends, their community, 
and many others.”

Ryan Sabalow is a 
D i g i t a l  D e m o c r a c y 
reporter for CalMatters. 
A graduate of Chico 
State Universi ty,  he 
began his career cover-
ing local news for the 
Auburn Journal in Placer 
County and The Record 
Searchlight in Redding. 

New Law Inspired by Ex-Lawmaker’s DUI Adds 
to Alcohol Education in California Schools
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By Martín Gallegos, 
MLB.com  

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Ahead of their 
t emporary  move  to 
Sutter Health Park in 
West Sacramento for the 
next three seasons, the 
Athletics got a taste of 
the passion from sports 
fans in the area while 
attending a Sacramento 
Kings game just down 
the road at Golden 1 
Center.

A’s manager Mark 
Kotsay and players 
Brent Rooker, Lawrence 
Butler, JP Sears and JJ 
Bleday were treated to 
courtside seats and took 
in a thrilling Kings vic-
tory in double overtime. 
Throughout the night, 
the group was frequently 
stopped by fans in the 
arena who expressed 
their excitement about 
having a new Major 
League team in town.

“Going to that [Kings] 
game was our fi rst taste 
of Sacramento as a sports 
town,” Rooker said. 
“Seeing the passion that 
the fans had for that team 
made us hungry to get 
out there and put a good 
product on the field so 
we could experience the 
same thing.”

That  Sacramento 
sports fan fervor is 
expected to translate 
to baseball, as the 
Athletics announced 
on Friday that 2025 sea-
son tickets for their 
inaugural season at 
Sutter Health Park in 
West Sacramento 
have sold out.

Limited 
single-game 
tickets will 
go on sale in late 
January. Further details 
on the pricing of those 
tickets and promotional 
and fan events will be 
shared ahead of the 
on-sale date.

Sutter Health Park, 
which the Athlet ics 
wil l  share with the 

Sacramento River Cats, 
Triple-A affiliate of the 
San Francisco Giants, 
is undergoing extensive 
renovations to bring the 
stadium’s facilities up to 
Major League standards. 
Its current capacity is 

14,014, which 
includes 

10,624 
perma-

nent fixed seats and 
additional lawn seat-
ing on the grass berms 
beyond the left- and 
right-fi eld walls.

With demand for sea-
son tickets so high, the 
A’s have already created 
a waitlist for 2026 season 

tickets that fans can join 
at www.athletics.com/
seasontickets.

The A’s  inaugural 
game at Sutter Health 
Park is set for Monday, 
March 31 against the 
Cubs. The home sched-
ule includes matchups 
against the Padres (April 
7-9), Mets (April 11-13), 
Phillies (May 23-25), 

Giants  ( Ju ly 
4-6), Braves 
(July 8-10), 
D-backs 
(Aug. 1-3), 
and  Reds 
(Sept. 

12-14).
“I think it’ll 

end up playing to 
o u r  a d v a n t a g e , ” 
Sears said of play-
ing at Sutter Health 
Park. “It seems like 

they’re going to pack 
it out every night and 
support us pretty strong. 
The clubhouse facili-
ties and those facilities 
we toured looked really 
nice and upgraded. … I 
haven’t been this excited 
for a baseball season in
my life.” 

Hornet Softball Releases 2025 Schedule

The Sacramento State Softball team is scheduled to play 50 games in 2025. Photo by Sacramento State Athletics

Sacramento State University 
Athletics News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
Sacramento State Softball’s 12th-year 
head coach Lori Perez announced 
the team's 2025 schedule, which is
comprised of 50 games, including 27 at 
Shea Stadium.

This year՚s regular season schedule, 
which also includes 17 road games and six 
at neutral sites, runs from Feb. 6 until May 
9. The Hornets will play in three preseason 
tournaments, including a pair of annual 
home events, NorCal Kickoff  (Feb. 6-9) 
and Capital Classic (Feb. 28-March 2).

The Big Sky Tournament will take place 
in Greeley, Colo., May 6-9, and should 

the Hornets win the title, they would 
compete at NCAA Regionals beginning
May 16.

Sacramento State is coming off  a 2024 
season in which the team fi nished with 
a 28-20 overall record and 7-4 in the 
Big Sky Conference. The Hornets went 
2-2 at the Big Sky Tournament and fell 
one victory shy of reaching the tourney
title game.

Sacramento State returns just 12 play-
ers from a year ago, as the team welcomes
14 new players to the program. The 
Hornets graduated 11 seniors from last 
season՚s team.

Of the Hornets՚ 35 non-conference 
games, 26 will be played in the state of 
California. The Hornets will travel to 

Hawaii for the Spring Fling (Feb. 13-15) 
and play a three-game set at Oregon 
State (March 15-16). Sacramento State 
will play 18 non-league games at home, 
including the two tournaments, and home 
dates with UC Davis, BYU, Fresno State, 
Cal, Stanford, Pacifi c, Loyola Marymount 
and Columbia. The LMU games are a 
three-game set the weekend before con-
ference play begins.

Sacramento State will play 15 Big 
Sky games featuring the usual three-
game series format with doubleheaders 
on Fridays and single games on Saturday 
between March 28 and April 26.

In conference play, the Hornets will 
host three-game series vs. Idaho State 
(March 28-29), Northern Colorado (April 

11-12) and Weber State (April 18-19). 
Road series will take place at Portland 
State (April 4-5) and Montana (April 
25-26).

Sacramento State՚s coaching staff  has 
two new additions, first-year assistant 
coach Marina Demore, and fi rst-year stu-
dent assistant Lewa Day. Demore will 
serve as the pitching coach after spending 
the 2024 season as interim head coach at 
Nevada. Day recently completed her play-
ing career at Sacramento State (2020-24) 
in which she established herself as one 
of the greatest players to wear the Green
and Gold.

Every home game (schedule permit-
ting), and road games against a Big Sky 
opponent, will stream on ESPN+. 

Hornet Named 
Gymnast of the Week

Sacramento State gymnast Kara Houghton was named the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 
Gymnast of the Week on Jan. 7. Photo by Sacramento State Athletics

Sacramento State Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) -
Sacramento State gymnast Kara 
Houghton was named the Mountain 
Pacifi c Sports Federation Gymnast of the 
Week, it was announced on Jan. 7. The 
honor was the fi rst for Houghton during 
her career.

 On Sunday, Jan. 5, the junior from 
Parker, Colo., helped the Hornets record 
their highest score in a season-open-
ing meet and defeat both UC Davis and 
UW-Oshkosh in the process, at The 
Nest. Sacramento State totaled 194.700, 

topping the previous record of 194.475 
which came at the 2017 NorCal Classic.

Houghton scored 9.800 in each of her 
three events. She fi nished in second place 
on bars and tied for second on beam and 
fl oor. Her scores on bars and beam are tied 
for the eighth highest by a Sacramento 
State gymnast in a season opener. 

The Hornets followed up their suc-
cess in the season-opening meet with a 
194.625-193.825 win over San Jose State 
on Sunday, Jan 12, at The Nest. 

The Hornets are scheduled back in 
action at The Nest on Friday, Jan 17, 
against Cornell University and Alaska-
Anchorage, after press time. 

River Cats Conducting
National Anthem Auditions 
River Cats News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The open-
ing of every ballgame starts with the 
National Anthem, and the Sacramento 
River Cats want to give you the chance to 
perform. The River Cats have announced 
their National Anthem auditions for the 
2025 baseball season will take place at 
Sutter Health Park on Sunday, Feb. 16. 

Auditions are open to all soloists and 
instrumentalists, and those interested in 
performing prior to a River Cats game 
must submit an audition demo by Friday, 
Jan. 31. Demos received past this date will 
not be considered.  

All demos submitted must be an A cap-
pella version or original performance of 

the “Star Spangled Banner,” sung in full, 
with clear, consistent and correct lyrics. 
The full performance must not exceed 90 
seconds.  

To submit a demo, please email an 
mp3 or YouTube link to Logan Flair at, 
lflair@rivercats.com. The email subject 
line should read “2025 National Anthem 
Demo” and include a name, phone number 
and email address in the body of the email.  

The River Cats will invite the top demos 
submitted to Sutter Health Park for a live 
audition on Feb. 16. Due to the volume of 
applicants, performers will only be con-
tacted if they are selected to audition in 
person. Selected performers will be con-
tacted the week of Feb. 10 with further 
instructions. 

Athletics Season 
Tickets Sell Out

With demand for season tickets so high, the A’s have already 
created a waitlist for 2026 season tickets. Image by Wendy Luby
from Pixabay

Logo credit SportsLogos.Net
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the summer.”
The Cape Code League 

is located on Cape Cod in 
Massachusetts. The season 
runs from mid-June though 
mid-August and each team 
of the 10 teams that make 
up the league play 44 
games. 

A handful of Major 
League Baseball scouts 
make the trip to Cape Cod 
every year to scout talent 
leading to over a thousand 
former players moving 
on to play in the major 
leagues, including current 
stars Marcus Stroman, Ian 
Happ, Kyle Schwarber and 
David Bush. 

Brown, a right-handed 
pitcher, posted a 2-1 record 
with a 4.70 ERA in 10 
games and 15.1 innings 
pitched with 19 strikeouts 
in the Cape Cod League.

“It’s the best of the best 
and that’s what I live for,” 
Brown added. “Nothing’s 
going to bring you up and 
make you better than fac-
ing the best hitter from the 
Southeastern Conference 
and draft prospects for the 
next year, so on the field, it 
was awesome.”

Brown said bigger 
schools can send multiple 
players to the league with-
out too much hassle, while 
he had to work to earn his 
spot on the Hyannis Harbor 
Hawks. 

“I wanted to show them 
that even Sacramento State 
can send a guy over there 
and they can dominate,” 
Brown said. I was trying 
to showcase my game and 
help the team win.” 

He said he didn’t go into 
that summer looking to 
work on or improve a spe-
cific part of his game; he 
said he mainly wanted to 
compete. 

“It was just straight base-
ball and that’s what I love,” 
Brown said. 

Brown grew up in 
Elk Grove starting his 
young career in base-
ball at eight years old. 
Although Brown’s par-
ents don’t have a baseball 
or softball background, his 
older sister Kenedi Brown 
pitched for the University 
of California, Davis soft-
ball team where she still 
holds the record for career 
leader in numerous catego-
ries including wins, saves, 
starts and strikeouts.

“I look up to her,” 
Kade Brown said. “She 
was obviously an awe-
some player at Davis and 
through high school, so 
she’s left a standing at that 
school, and I respect that a 
lot.”

While Kenedi Brown 
succeeded at UC Davis, 
Kade was at Elk Grove 
High School ,  where 
he reunited with Jason 
Jimenez, Elk Grove High 
School pitching coach, 
alumnus and former major 
league pitcher. 

“My journey with Kade 
started when he was prob-
ably like seven or eight,” 
Jimenez said. “We started 
with Elk Grove Youth 
Baseball All-Stars where I 
first met him, and our jour-
ney together continued all 
the way through his senior 
year at Elk Grove.” 

Brown was pulled up to 

varsity for his sophomore 
season, but his season 
was cut short due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He 
took the opportunity to 
work on his body, going 
from a stringy 6-foot-2, 
140 pounds to an impos-
ing 6-foot-5 and 180-plus 
pounds. 

“Even as a little kid his 
pitches were pretty much 
the same. When he got 
to the varsity level with 
me, he threw strikes just 
like he did as a little kid,” 
Jimenez said. “Obviously, 
the velocity changed quite 
a bit as he matured and got 
stronger, so that was help-
ful to his development as 
a pitcher and started to 
open up some eyes of some 
schools.”

Brown finished his var-
sity career at Elk Grove 
High School with a 5-5 
record and 67 strikeouts 
across 20 appearances and 
71.2 innings pitched. His 
performance drew interest 
from Sacramento State and 
Christiansen, who he had 
experience with after play-
ing for his travel team in 
the past. 

Brown wasn’t going to 
pass up this opportunity, as 
he describes Christiansen 
as one of the best coaches 
he’s ever played for. 

“I’m very happy for him, 
and his family, as well as 
proud. I was excited that 
he was getting the oppor-
tunity to play for coach 
Christiansen and a suc-
cessful program like Sac 
State,” Jimenez said. 

The excitement to begin 
his college career was shut 
down temporarily just 
three days into his first 
semester as Brown tore 
his ACL when a teammate 
jumped in for a hug while 
Brown wasn’t looking. 

This could’ve been 
detrimental to Brown’s 
opportunity to remain on 
the team as a preferred 
walk-on, but Christiansen 
reaffirmed to him that he 
was going to be a big part 
of this program. 

“That night it was tough 
to sleep, and I was just 
thinking to myself like, 
‘Oh, I’m getting cut.’ 
I mean, I’m already a 
walk-on. He has no reason 
to hold me here,” Brown 
said. “But Reggie being 
the guy he is, he calls me 
the next day; ‘Hey, don’t 
worry about it, you will be 
a big part of it when you 
get back.” 

The reassurance from 
Christiansen helped him 
mentally, as he didn’t have 
to be on edge during his 
rehab process. 

During the 2023 sea-
son, Brown was a redshirt, 
and his teammates really 
picked him up and made 
the rehab process fun for 
him. 

“It was a tough process, 
but I mean, I loved it. I 
loved all those guys on that 
team. It was fun and they 
kept it fun for me,” Brown 
said. “They could have eas-
ily shut me out because I 
wasn’t playing at the time, 
and they really helped me 
through it for sure.” 

Post-surgery, it took 
until August of 2023 to 
get cleared, which was the 

start of his second year at 
Sac State and his redshirt 
freshman season. 

The determination and 
hard work from Brown 
were just one of many 
things that Kenedi Brown 
said she is proud of when 
it comes to his baseball 
career. 

“I think proud is one 
word to describe how I feel 
about Kade and his career, 
but I’m also in awe of the 
things that he’s been able 
to accomplish and push 
through,” Brown said. 
“He hasn’t had the best of 
luck with accidental inju-
ries, but he never deters 
from the path he wants to 
be on. He is so strong and 
driven and that makes me 
the most proud.”

As the fall was com-
ing to an end, the idea 
was being discussed by 
Christiansen and his coach-
ing staff about Kade Brown 
being the team’s closer as a 
redshirt freshman. 

Jimenez said Brown has 
developed that confidence 
through the work he’s put 
in on the mound.  

“Obviously to be suc-
cessful at the level he’s 
pitching at, and hopefully 
at the next level of profes-
sional baseball, he’s going 
to need that confidence,” 
Jimenez said. 

With Brown going to 
the Cape Cod League and 
competing among the elite, 
his sister, just like Jimenez, 
believes that if he puts his 
mind to it, he can make it 
to professional baseball. 

“Kade has the most dis-
cipline and determination 
out of every person I’ve 
ever met,” Kenedi said. “I 
know if it’s something that 
he wants to do, like play 
in the MLB, he’s going 
to give it his fullest effort 
to get there, and he won’t 
stop until he does. That’s 
just the kind of person he 
is.”

In his first season back 
on the mound, Brown 
posted a 3.72 ERA, a 3-3 
record in 22 appearances 
with eight saves in 38.2 
innings pitched. 

He led the WAC in oppo-
nent batting average with a 
.189 average, and his eight 
saves were the most by a 
Sac State freshman since 
2013. 

Brown was named the 
WAC Co-Pitcher of the 
Week in April after saving 
two games in wins against 
the University of Southern 
California, where he struck 
out a batter in an inning 
of work on April 19 and 
punched out three in 2.1 
innings two days later. 

Brown boasted a fast-
ball, splitter and slider 
during his first season at 
Sacramento State. 

He added a sinker and a 
curveball to add to his rep-
ertoire of pitches during 
his stint in the Cape Cod 
League.

Brown is back and 
focused on Sacramento 
State with clear goals 
in mind to further his 
development.

“I just want to put 
Sacramento State back on 
the map,” Brown said.  H

Continued from page 1

Friday, Jan. 24

Men’s Basketball 
Laguna Creek @ Sheldon 
Monterey Trail @ Franklin
Cosumnes Oaks @ Pleasant 
Grove 
Elk Grove BYE

Women’s Basketball
Sheldon @ Laguna Creek 
Franklin @ Monterey Trail 
P l e a s a n t  G r o v e  @ 
Cosumnes Oaks 
Elk Grove BYE

Men’s Soccer
Pleasant Grove @ Franklin
Elk Grove @ Cosumnes 
Oaks
Monterey Trail @ Sheldon 
Laguna Creek BYE

Women’s Soccer 
Franklin @ Pleasant Grove
Cosumnes Oaks @ Elk 
Grove
Sheldon @ Monterey Trail 
Laguna Creek BYE

Monday, Jan. 27 

Men’s Basketball 
Pleasant Grove @ Monterey 
Trail 
Franklin @ Laguna Creek 
Sheldon @ Elk Grove 
Cosumnes Oaks BYE

Women’s Basketball
Monterey Trail @ Pleasant 
Grove
Laguan Creek @ Franklin
Elk Grove @ Sheldon 
Cosumnes Oaks BYE 

Men’s Soccer
Cosumnes Oaks @ Laguna 
Creek 
Franklin @ Monterey Trail 
Sheldon @ Elk Grove

Women’s Soccer 
Laguna Creek @ Cosumnes 
Oaks 
Monterey Trail @ Franklin
Elk Grove @ Sheldon 
Pleasant Grove BYE 

Tuesday, Jan. 28

Wrestling 
@ Pleasant Grove High 
School 
Pleasant Grove v. Franklin
Cosumnes Oaks v. Franklin
Pleasant Grove v. Cosumnes 
Oaks 
@ Sheldon High School 
Mat #1: 
Elk Grove v. Laguna Creek 
Elk Grove v. Sheldon
Mat #2: 
Sheldon v. Monterey Trail
Laguna Creek v. Monterey 
Trail 

Wednesday,  
Jan. 29 

Men’s Basketball
Cosumnes Oaks @ Franklin

Monterey Trail @ Sheldon 
Laguna Creek @ Elk Grove 
Pleasant Grove BYE 
 
Women’s Basketball 
Franklin @ Cosumnes Oaks 
Sheldon @ Monterey Trail 
Elk Grove @ Laguna Creek 
Pleasant Grove BYE
Men’s Soccer 
Laguna Creek @ Elk Grove 
Sheldon @ Pleasant Grove
C o s u m n e s  O a k s  @ 
Monterey Trail 
Franklin BYE 

Women’s Soccer 
Elk Grove @ Laguna Creek 
Pleasant Grove @ Sheldon 
Monterey Trail @ Cosumnes 
Oaks 
Franklin BYE

Friday, Jan. 31

Men’s Basketball 
Elk Grove @ Monterey Trail
Sheldon @ Cosumnes Oaks
Franklin @ Pleasant Grove 
Laguna Creek BYE 

Women’s Basketball 
Monterey Trail @ Elk Grove 
Cosumnes Oaks @ Sheldon 
Pleasant Grove @ Franklin 
Laguna Creek BYE 

Men’s Soccer
Monterey Trail @ Pleasant 
Grove
Laguna Creek @ Sheldon
Elk Grove @ Franklin
Cosumnes Oaks BYE

Women’s Soccer 
Pleasant Grove @ Monterey 
Trail
Sheldon @ Laguna Creek
Franklin @ Elk Grove 
Cosumnes Oaks BYE

Monday, Feb. 3

Men’s Basketball 
Pleasant Grove @ Sheldon 
Cosumnes Oaks @ Elk 
Grove 
Monterey Trail @ Laguna 
Creek 
Franklin BYE 

Women’s Basketball 
Sheldon @ Pleasant Grove 
Elk Grove @ Cosumnes 
Oaks 
Laguna Creek @ Monterey 
Trail 
Franklin BYE 

Wednesday,  
Feb. 5

Men’s Basketball 
Laguna Creek @ Cosumnes 
Oaks
Elk Grove @ Pleasant Grove 
Sheldon @ Franklin 
Monterey Trail BYE

Women’s Basketball 
Cosumnes Oaks @ Laguna 

Creek 
Pleasant Grove @ Elk Grove 
Franklin @ Sheldon
Monte rey  Tra i l  BYE  

Men’s Soccer
Sheldon @ Cosumnes Oaks 
Pleasant Grove @ Elk grove
Franklin @ Laguna Creek 
Monterey Trail BYE 

Women’s Soccer 
Cosumnes Oaks @ Sheldon 
Elk Grove @ Pleasant Grove
Laguna Creek @ Franklin
Monterey Trail BYE

Friday, Feb. 7

Men’s Basketball 
Franklin @ Elk Grove
Pleasant Grove @ Laguna 
Creek 
C o s u m n e s  O a k s  @ 
Monterey Trail
Sheldon BYE 

Women’s Basketball
Elk Grove @ Franklin
Laguna Creek @ Pleasant 
Grove 
Monterey Trail @ Cosumnes 
Oaks 
Sheldon BYE  

Men’s Soccer 
Elk Grove @ Monterey Trail 
Cosumnes Oaks @ Franklin
Laguna Creek @ Pleasant 
Grove 
Sheldon BYE 

Women’s Soccer 
Monterey Trail @ Elk Grove 
Franklin @ Cosumnes Oaks 
Pleasant Grove @ Laguna 
Creek 
Sheldon BYE 

Wednesday, 
 Feb. 12

Men’s Basketball 
Monterey Trail @ Pleasant 
Grove 
Laguna Creek @ Franklin
Elk Grove @ Sheldon
Cosumnes Oaks BYE 

Women’s Basketball 
Pleasant Grove @ Monterey 
Trail 
Franklin @ Laguna Creek 
Sheldon @ Elk Grove 
Cosumnes Oaks BYE

Friday, Feb. 14 

Men’s Basketball
Sheldon @ Laguna Creek 
Franklin @ Monterey Trail 
P l e a s a n t  G r o v e  @ 
Cosumnes Oaks 
Elk Grove BYE 

Women’s Basketball 
Laguna Creek @ Sheldon
Monterey Trail @ Franklin
Cosumnes Oaks @ Pleasant 
Grove 
Elk Grove BYE   H

Delta League Schedules

Men/Women’s Basketball 
Start Times 
Varsity: 7:30 p.m. 
Jr. Varsity: 6 p.m.
Frosh: 4:30 p.m.

Men’s/Women Soccer Start 
Times
Varsity: 6 p.m.
Jr. Varsity: 4 p.m.

Wrestling Start Times 
Weigh-in: 4 p.m. 
Start Time: 5 p.m. 

Editors Note: Start times below

SCOREBOARD

Saturday, Jan. 11

Men’s Basketball 
Modesto Christian 83, Monterey Trail 
71
St. Patrick-St. Vincent 70, Pleasant 
Grove 49

Monday, Jan. 13

Men’s Soccer 
Monterey Trail 2, Sheldon 2
Cosumnes Oaks 0, Elk Grove 0
Franklin 6, Pleasant Grove 1

Women’s Soccer 
Monterey Trail 3, Sheldon 3

Elk Grove 1, Cosumnes Oaks 0
Franklin 1, Pleasant Grove 0

Wednesday, Jan. 15 

Men’s Basketball 
Elk Grove 75, Cosumnes Oaks 60
Sheldon 54, Pleasant Grove 44
Monterey Trail 63, Laguna Creek 49

Women’s Basketball 
Cosumnes Oaks 37, Elk Grove 19
Monterey Trail 50, Laguan Creek 42
Pleasant Grove 53, Sheldon 52

Men’s Soccer 
Elk Grove 3, Pleasant Grove 1

Sheldon 4, Cosumnes Oaks 0
Franklin 4, Laguna Creek 0

Women’s Soccer 
Franklin 3, Laguna Creek 0
Cosumnes Oaks 3, Sheldon 0
Pleasant Grove 2, Elk Grove 1

Friday, Jan. 17 

Men’s Basketball 
Cosumnes Oaks 69, Laguna Creek 63
Elk Grove 68, Pleasant Grove 51
Sheldon 59, Franklin 51
Women’s Basketball
Pleasant Grove 35, Elk Grove 21
Sheldon 66, Franklin 55

Laguna Creek 58, Cosumnes Oaks 36

Men’s Soccer
Laguna Creek 5, Pleasant Grove 1
Monterey Trail 2, Elk Grove 1 
Franklin 9, Cosumnes 0

Women’s Soccer 
Pleasant Grove 3, Laguna Creek 0
Franklin 1, Cosumnes Oaks 0
Elk Grove 1, Monterey Trail 0

Saturday, Jan. 18 

Men’s Basketball 
Sheldon 45, Bishop O’ Dowd 37
Franklin 67, West 55

Dublin 54, Monterey Trail 50
Cosumnes Oaks 71, St. Patrick St. 
Vincent 66 (OT)

Monday, Jan. 20 

Men’s Basketball 
Monterey Trail 61, Redwood 53
Edison 51, Laguna Creek 51
Ygnacio Valley 62, Elk Grove 59

Women’s Basketball 
Grant 48, Laguna Creek 45

Coaches/parents: Send scores 
and stats to sean.thomas@mpg8.
com.
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Elk Grove High Alum Thriving at Sac State
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