
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A pro-
posal to finalize the draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan sparked intense 
debate at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District 
Improvements Committee meeting 
on Feb. 4. 

Although the committee decided to 
revisit the topic at its March meeting, 
the February discussion highlighted 
key concerns about the study, which 
is intended to assess the communi-
ty’s current and future water needs in 
light of climate change and drought.

The committee also discussed 
an engineer’s recommendation to 
improve the efficiency of the two 
existing water tanks and construct a 
new one. These enhancements would 
benefit current customers and future 
development. See the separate story 

in this issue.
The Improvements Committee 

is made up of two board members: 
Directors Randy Jenco and John 
Merchant, Operations Manager Eric 

Houston, General Manager Mimi 
Morris, who is currently on leave; 
and other staff. The committee exam-
ines infrastructure issues in depth and 
makes recommendations to the entire 
board.

Background
Updating the IWMP became a 

concern in 2022 when the Rancho 
North subdivision, proposing 697 
lots, updated its application with 
Sacramento County planners in 
March. Comments by the late John 
Sullivan, who represented the devel-
opers, increased the sense of urgency.

Although the district extensively 
advertised its request for propos-
als to develop an IWMP, it received 
only one bid: a joint proposal from 
Maddaus Water Management in 
California and Adkins Engineering 
in Oregon. In December 2022, the 
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RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Aspects of the communi-
ty’s water supply were key 
topics when the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
S e r v i c e s  D i s t r i c t 
Improvements Committee 
met on Feb. 4. 

The first topic of note 
was a recommendation to 
improve the efficiency of 
the two existing tanks and 
to construct a new water 
tank. These enhancements 
would benefit both cur-
rent customers and future 
development.

A second topic that 
became a debate was 
whether to finalize the draft 

of the Integrated Master 
Water Plan. See the sepa-
rate story in this issue.

The committee also 
discussed other infra-
structure-related issues, 
including the dashed 
hope that the Sacramento 
County Water Agency 
could provide the commu-
nity with a second water 
source.

The  Improvement s 
Committee is made up 
of two board members, 
Directors Randy Jenco and 
John Merchant; Operations 
Manager Eric Houston; 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris, who is currently 
on leave; and other staff. 
The committee exam-
ines infrastructure issues 
in depth and makes 

recommendations to the 
entire board.

Water Tanks
The water tank recom-

mendations were included 
in a draft report by Joe 
Domenichelli, the dis-
trict’s contract engineer. 
Although Domenichelli 
did not attend the meet-
ing, Houston explained his 
recommendations.

The district currently 
has two water tanks. 
The pressurized Rio Oso 
Tank, which holds 1.2 
million gallons, serves 
houses north of the sec-
ond Guadalupe Drive. It 
also has been designated 
as the water tank for the 
already approved 198-lot 
Residences subdivision 

near Stonehouse Park and 
for the 116-lot Village H 
in the proposed Rancho 
North subdivision. The 
3-million-gallon Van Vleck 
Tank uses a gravity system 
to serve the remainder of 
the community. 

The primary short-
term recommendation 
in Domenichelli’s report 
was to add two valves 
to enhance the exist-
ing water distribution 
system. One valve would 
directly connect the two 
tanks, allowing water 
to flow between them. 
Domenichelli explained 
that this would lever-
age excess storage in the 
Van Vleck tank to help 
offset the Rio Oso tank 
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CSD Covers Water Tank Issues

The Rio Oso water tank cannot adequately serve current and future customers. The Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Improvements Committee discussed a recommendation to build a new water tank at its Feb. 4 meeting. Courtesy photo

Water Plan Finalization 
Debated at CSD Meeting

Director Randy Jenco, speaking at the 
Feb. 4 meeting of the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services Improvements 
Committee, proposes that the draft of 
the Integrated Water Master Plan be 
finalized. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Association Board has 
appointed John Wyly 
Haviland to fill the board 
vacancy left by Renee 
Bechthold, who recently 
resigned for health reasons.

The board selected 
Haviland after interview-
ing two candidates during a 
special meeting on Feb. 13. 
The other applicant was 
Matt Bingaman. 

Two other noteworthy 
topics surfaced during the 
meeting. One director indi-
cated that the board had 
authorized nearly $60,000 
in administrative bonuses 
without informing the 
membership. The other 
was a board member’s 
observation that, while 
residents rarely attend 
meetings or engage with 
the board, many quickly 
express strong opinions 
behind a keyboard.

Haviland, a retired 
prison warden, moved 
to the community with 
his wife during the pan-
demic and has since 
attended nearly every 
board meeting. He has 
served on the Rancho 
Mur i e t a  Assoc i a t ion 
Recreation Committee and 
was recently appointed 
to the Rancho Murieta 
Association Compliance 
Committee.

Bingaman is a realtor 
and teaches Brazilian jiu 
jitsu classes at the Rancho 
Mur i e t a  Assoc i a t ion 
Building. He and his wife 
founded the Cosumnes 
River Activities League to 
support local youth.

When asked for com-
ment after the meeting, 
Haviland said he was hon-
ored to fill the seat vacated 
by Bechthold. 

“I look forward to serv-
ing this community and 
will do my utmost to con-
tinue the outstanding work 
she has done,” he said. “I 
am thankful for the support 
and encouragement of my 
friends.”

RMA Board 
Appoints 

Haviland to 
Fill Vacancy

John Wyly Haviland is filling 
a vacancy on the Rancho 
Murieta Association Board. 
The board appointed him to 
the post on Feb. 13. Photo by 
Gail Bullen

CHAPLAIN GETS A 
CLINT EASTWOOD 

L E S S O N
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Haviland’s 
Qualifications

In his candidate state-
ment, Haviland said he 
understands the chal-
lenges and opportunities 
of a homeowner’s associa-
tion, having lived in three 
distinctly different gated 
communities.

“As a warden, I was 
responsible  for  run -
ning a large facility that 
functioned as a small, 
se l f -con ta ined  c i ty,” 
he wrote. “I am highly 
trained and experienced 
in employment law, staff-
ing ,  budge t ing ,  and 
strategic planning, as well 
as the day-to-day oper-
ation of a multi-faceted 
organization.”

Haviland was the warden 
at California State Prison, 
Solano, in Vacaville. He 
previously worked as a 
budget analyst for the 
California Department of 
Corrections and as a pro-
gram analyst for alcohol 
and drug programs.

He holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Management 
Information Systems from 
California State University, 
Sacramento, and is also a 
California State University 
Leade r sh ip  Ins t i t u t e 
graduate.

In addi t ion to  his 
involvement with Rancho 
Murieta Association com-
mittees, Haviland has 
served as a board mem-
ber for the ETC and 
volunteered with the Hiram 
Johnson High School Key 
Club. He also served as 
board chairman for the 
Western Railway Museum 
in Suisun City and has vol-
unteered with the Friends 
of the Vacaville Libraries 
Book Sale and Habitat for 
Humanity.

Candidate 
Interviews

The candidate inter-
views included one board 
question and individ-
ual questions from the 
directors.

Board President Patrick 
O’Hern asked both candi-
dates what they viewed as 
Rancho Murieta’s major 
issues and how they would 
address those challenges.

Haviland identified the 
security of the communi-
ty’s amenities and facilities 
as the biggest challenge. 
He noted that the board 
is already addressing 
this issue by forming the 
Perimeter Security Ad Hoc 
Committee, which he fully 
supports.

He cited the communi-
ty’s aging infrastructure, 
which is nearly 50 years 
old, as the second major 
challenge.

Bingaman agreed that 
security is a significant 
concern, though he noted 
it wasn’t the primary rea-
son he chose to run for 
the board vacancy. He 
emphasized the need for a 
comprehensive strategy to 
engage the community’s 

youth, who often feel 
bored.

Bingaman said that he 
works with young people 
through his involvement 
a t  R a n c h o  M u r i e t a 
Community Church and as 
a martial arts instructor. He 
and his wife also founded 
the nonprofit Cosumnes 
River Activities League to 
provide meaningful activ-
ities and connections for 
local youth.

Bingaman said he hoped 
to step into Bechthold’s 
role as chair of the 
Recreation Committee to 
bring more value to local 
families. “So, I will put it 
on the table right now. If 
that would not be the pri-
mary focus of my role I 
wouldn’t be the best can-
didate,” he said. “But if it 
is recreation focused, I feel 
like I am a natural for that 
position.”

Director Chris Childs 
began his question by 
noting that few residents 
regularly attend board 
meetings or engage with 
the board. “We live in a 
community with a lot of 
people who have a lot 
of strong opinions, and 

they’re really not afraid to 
voice it on a keyboard,” 
he said. “They like to be 
keyboard lawyers from a 
distance.”

Childs said he was 
pleased that both men had 
applied for the vacancy 
but asked why they had 
chosen not to run for the 
board in the last election in 
November.

Bingaman said the tim-
ing wasn’t right. “The stars 
did not align at that time, 
but I feel now is the time to 
step up,” he said.

Haviland said he chose 
not to run because he 
wouldn’t have been able 
to attend candidates’ night. 
After four years of reg-
ularly attending board 
meetings, he felt confident 
in the two incumbents run-
ning for reelection. “Even 
if I didn’t run, I knew we 
would have a great board.”

Director John Van Doren 
expressed his hope that 
the candidate who wasn’t 
selected would continue 
to stay involved and vol-
unteer in the community. 
“I’m going to refer to 
Monty Python, and I am 
going to ask you what is 

your favorite color.”
Haviland said his favor-

i te color was purple 
because it was his grand-
mother’s favorite. After her 
passing, she left him some 
money, which he used to 
buy a purple motorcycle in 
her honor. “She was a char-
ter member of Sacramento 
Cycle,” he said. “That’s 
a woman’s motorcycle 
group.”

Bingaman said he didn’t 
have he didn’t have a 
favorite color. “They are 
all beautiful and serve a 
purpose on the spectrum,” 
he said. “When a rain-
bow comes out, we can see 
them all at once.”

Director Danny Carrillo 
said that one of his primary 
concerns is transparency. 
He presented a hypotheti-
cal scenario where a board 
approves approximately 
$60,000 in administra-
tive bonuses but does not 
openly disclose the expen-
diture to its members. “In 
your opinion, does this 
scenario reflect transpar-
ency?” he asked.

Bingaman said that, 
based on the limited facts 
Carrillo provided, the sce-
nario reflected a lack of 
transparency.

Carri l lo  responded: 
“Amen. Thank you.”

Haviland agreed with 
Bingaman but noted that 
confidentiality rules can 
sometimes come into play.

Director Scott Adams 
responded to Carrillo’s 

question by explaining 
that the Davis-Stirling Act 
sets guidelines for HOA 
board activities, “including 
activities that the board is 
obligated not to share for a 
variety of reasons.”

When Adams asked if 
that information would 
change their answers, both 
candidates said it would, 
citing their own experi-
ences with confidentiality.

Under the Davis-Stirling 
Act in California, home-
owners association (HOA) 
boards have the authority 
to manage personnel mat-
ters, including decisions 
about employee compensa-
tion and bonuses, without 
requiring approval from 
the membership, accord-
ing to Davis-Sterling.com, 
a website maintained by 
a law firm specializing in 
HOA regulations. 

Director Tom Reimers 
said the candidates had 
answered his questions.

O’Hern asked each 
director to submit a paper 
ballot .  Per Elections 
Inspector Jim Moore, one 
ballot with marks for both 
candidates was discarded. 
O’Hern did not announce 
the final vote tally.

After Moore adminis-
tered the oath of office to 
Haviland, O’Hern congrat-
ulated him and adjourned 
the meeting. 

This  s tory is  also 
available online at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com� H

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our clients in 

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 44 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

Sacramento Valley Conservancy 
News Release

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Are you feel-
ing overwhelmed by the hustle and bustle 
of daily life? Do you find yourself crav-
ing an escape from the everyday routine 
to reconnect with the great outdoors? 
Located north of Ranch Murieta, Deer 
Creek Hills Preserve is the perfect escape. 

Beginning on Feb. 1, Deer Creek Hills 
opened to the public on Saturdays from 
9 a.m.  to 1 p.m., weather permitting, 
through May. With over 100 outings annu-
ally, it’s the ideal destination for nature 
enthusiasts and families.

Whether you're in the mood for a lei-
surely walk or a more challenging hike 
or run, the site offers a variety of options. 
Choose from four self-guided trails, rang-
ing in difficulty from the family-friendly 
1-mile Family Loop to a more challenging 
6-mile Barn Pond Loop, which offers stun-
ning views of a working cattle ranch.

Those who prefer guided experiences 

can join the docents every Saturday. 
Docent-led hikes have a different theme 
every Saturday and cover various topics, 
including fungi, birding, geology, yoga, 
ukuleles, and much more. 

Equestrians rejoice. Beginning on 
Feb.1st and continuing every other 
Saturday, bring your horse, arrive by 10 
a.m. and finish around 2 p.m. Experience 
the beauty of Deer Creek Hills from 
horseback. 

Space for activities is limited, so make 
sure to RSVP online through the event cal-
endar at sacramentovalleyconservancy.
org/events/. 

Don’t miss an incredible opportunity to 
explore one of Sacramento Valley’s most 
beautiful natural spaces. See you on the 
trails.

Deer Creek Hills Preserve is managed 
by the Sacramento Valley Conservancy, an 
accredited land trust and local non-profit. 
At 4,600 acres, the preserve is Sacramento 
County’s largest open space preserve and 
working cattle ranch. � H

Public Access, Guided Hikes 
Open at Deer Creek Hills 

A group hikes one of the four trails through Deer Creek Hills Preserve. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento Valley Conservancy

RMA Board Appoints Haviland to Fill Vacancy

Candidates Mike Haviland, left, and Matt Bingaman answered 
questions at the board meeting.

Elections Supervisor Jim Moore, left,  administers the oath of office to Mike Haviland. Photos 
by Gail Bullen

Continued from page 1
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- About 300 diners took 
multitasking to a new level 
as they simultaneously ate 
through 1,100 pounds of 
crab and supported a good 
cause.

The  occas ion  was 
the 11th Annual Crab 
Feed, co-hosted by the 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta and the Knights 
of Columbus, held at St. 
Vincent De Paul Catholic 
Church on Feb. 1.

The crab feed serves as 
the Kiwanis Club’s pri-
mary fundraiser, with all 
proceeds reinvested into 
the community to support 
local youth and seniors. 
This year, the club sold 296 
tickets in just seven hours 
and boosted its efforts with 
cash sponsorships, a raffle, 
a silent auction, and a des-
sert auction, raising a total 
of $38,000.

K iwan ian  J eane t t e 
Edwards managed the 
ticket sales this year. “How 
quickly we sold out tells us 
the community looks for-
ward to our crab feed and 
how much they enjoy the 
evening. The community 
is very supportive when it 
comes to our fundraising 
events.”

T h e  K n i g h t s  o f 
Columbus also operated a 
no-host bar to raise funds 
for the Special Olympics 
of Northern California. 

Although the amount 
raised this year wasn’t 
available by press time, 
they raised $1,800 last 
year.

Past presidents Dia 
Utterback and Bonnie 
Shewchuk, known as 
the “Dynamic Duo,” 
co-chaired the crab feed 

organizing committee 
and delivered an impres-
sive event. Together, they 
secured 32 cash spon-
sors, 70 raffle items, and 
nearly two dozen silent 
auction and dessert auc-
tion offerings. In the final 
week before the event, 
Shewchuk assembled 
all the raffle prizes into 
eye-catching baskets.

This year, Utterback 
brought in a new caterer 
for the event: the Lions 
Club of Elk Grove. In addi-
tion to cooking the crab, 
the team prepared 110 
pounds of shrimp and a 
seemingly endless supply 
of pasta. “They did a fan-
tastic job,” said Edwards. 
“It was great working with 
them.”

Lions Club member Jack 
Edwards said they also had 
a great time participating 
in the event. He noted that 
the Lions frequently col-
laborate with other service 
clubs “to continue to make 
our community a better 
place to raise our families.”

Twenty-two Key Club 

members from Sheldon 
and Pleasant Grove high 
schools and the Rancho 
Murieta chapter served 
food at the event. The 
tips they earned will sup-
port their community 
initiatives. Kiwanians Patti 
Maffei and Cookie Whalen 
supervised the hardwork-
ing teen volunteers. Key 
Club is a Kiwanis ser-
vice club for high school 
students.

The event’s success 
was made possible by the 
efforts of many Kiwanians 
and several dedicated com-
munity organizers. Scout 
Troop 633 also pitched in, 
assisting with the cleanup 
the following day.

Kiwanis Club President 
Bill Kenney expressed 
his gratitude to everyone 
who attended, emphasiz-
ing the event’s importance 
as the club’s biggest fund-
raiser of the year. “Without 
you guys here tonight, we 
couldn’t do what we do 
in the community, things 
like the dictionary project, 
Kids Fishing Day, the July 

4 breakfast, and the Easter 
Egg Hunt.”

Kenney announced that 
this year’s fishing day will 
be dedicated in memory 
of the late Joe Mazzoni, 
who initiated that event 
and organized the first four 
crab feeds.

Kenney also encouraged 
the crowd to show their 
support for the event’s 
32 sponsors. “Please take 
a second to stare up at 
the wall. These are all of 
our sponsors,” he said. 
“Without them, we would 
not be able to hold this 
event. They are also our 
friends and neighbors.”

This year’s Diamond 
Sponsor was Rancho 
Murieta Homes and Land 
(Karen Hoberg). The Gold 
Sponsors were the Firecode 
Safety Equipment, Bobo 
Construction, Town and 
Country Real Estate, and 
D.E. Shaw Renewable 
Investments, which will be 
constructing a solar facility 
on Scott Road.

See additional photos at 
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Kiwanis Club Presents 11th Annual Crab Feed

Sam Somers Jr. and Sam Somers Sr. are bibbed up and ready to eat at the 11th Annual Kiwanis 
Crab Feed held Feb. 1 at St. Vincent De Paul Catholic Church. Their server was Scarlett Brunton. 
Photos by Gail Bullen

Kiwanian Cookie Whalen shares a few words with server 
Juliet Shead.

Lorena Caronongan ties a bib around Kevin Thompson’s neck.

Dan Fua arranges some offerings at the Knights of Columbus 
bar. His group co-sponsored the event.
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board voted 4:1 to contract with the 
consultants.

After the work was underway, the board 
held several public hearings with the con-
sultants to update the community. The 
district also presented a three-phase plan 
on its website. Maddaus concluded the 
community would have enough water 
for future development based on certain 
assumptions and mitigations.

As soon as the public process began, 
members of Save Our Lakes & Open 
Spaces (SOLOS) and longtime commu-
nity activist Janis Eckard raised numerous 
concerns about some of the assumptions 
and data used in the study. Although staff 
addressed  town hall questions with online 
FAQs, the board ultimately waited to take 
any significant action until the consultants 
completed the draft.

After Morris announced at the Oct. 16 
board meeting that the consultants had fin-
ished the 317-page draft, the board agreed 
to initiate a 45-day review period and to 
seek an outside technical review of the 
study.

Although the board discussed the 
aspects of the technical review and the 
incorporation of public comments, they 
didn’t make any noteworthy decisions at 
subsequent meetings.

The board composition also changed 
as of the Dec. 6 meeting when John 
Merchant, vice president of SOLOS, 
replaced Martin Pohll on the board and 
Director Steve Booth became the board 
president. Merchant and Butler are 
SOLOS board members. Booth has also 
been outspoken about his concerns about 
the study. At that same meeting, the board 
also voted to place the general manager on 
leave. Morris had been supportive of the 
plan as written. 

A turning point may have come at the 
Jan. 15 board meeting when Operations 
Manager Houston advised against final-
izing the draft IWMP, citing its lack of a 
clear path forward. Houston suggested the 
district develop an Urban Water Supply 
Plan, which the state will require once the 
district reaches 3,000 water connections 
and becomes subject to new regulatory 
requirements as an urban water supplier.

Houston also reported that he had 
asked Water Systems Consultants, which 
recently developed an Urban Water Supply 

Plan and Water Vision report for the City 
of Folsom, to provide a scope of work for 
a similar plan for the district.

After some discussion, Booth referred 
Houston’s proposal to the Improvements 
Committee for further review.   

Committee Discussion
Although an urban supply water 

plan was on the agenda at the Feb. 4 
Improvements Committee meeting, 
Houston reported that a Water Systems 
Consultants representative could not 
attend to present a scope of work but 
would attend the March 4 meeting.

Jenco asked Houston about the time-
frame for implementing an urban plan 
after the district reaches 3,000 connec-
tions. Houston responded that the district 
would have a year.

Jenco then inquired about the status of 
the draft plan: “What’s the plan for the 
IWMP, if anything?”

Houston replied that would be a ques-
tion for the board since it wasn’t in his 
purview to move it beyond the draft. He 
also referenced community feedback, say-
ing it was unusable.

Jenco challenged his statement: “Who 
says it’s not usable? You are saying the 
community is saying that. I’m saying it is 
usable.”

Merchant countered: “I’m saying it’s 
not.”

Jenco recalled that before Merchant 
joined the board, the general manager had 
arranged meetings with each director and 
consultant Lisa Maddaus to review the 
IWMP. 

“We had all our questions answered,” 
Jenco said. “I am totally confident that 
the report can be finalized and used going 
forward.”

Jenco then expressed his desire to bring 
the issue to a head by making it a board 
action item and asked Merchant if that was 
possible.

Merchant pushed back, saying the draft 
plan doesn’t account for Rancho Murieta 
Properties’ recent decision not to develop 
the lots behind the reservoirs.

Jenco pointed out that if Merchant had 
been on the board during the one-on-one 
sessions with Maddaus, he would have 
seen how the model worked: “One click 
of a tab would show the effect of changing 
an assumption, such as taking out the 39 

acres proposed for apartments.” 
He emphasized: “None of those assump-

tions were set in stone. They could be 
changed with a click of a mouse.”

Merchant maintained: “We should still 
look at the new set of numbers.”

Jenco said he didn’t believe the final 
numbers were set.

“Whether it was using Clementia or 
assuming that the 39 acres were going 
to be built, all of them were assumptions 
waiting for us to tell them how to fin-
ish the report. That’s where it is sitting, 
right?” he asked.

Merchant acknowledged he still had 
unanswered questions about Clementia, 
irrigating the golf course in the summer 
with river water, and the assumptions 
about conservation. However, he agreed 
they could take it to the board.

Jenco reminded Merchant that he had 
previously suggested bringing Maddaus to 
an Improvements Committee meeting to 
address concerns directly. 

“To get all these questions answered 
face-to-face,” Jenco said.

Merchant said he wasn’t opposed to 
meeting with Maddaus but also wanted to 
bring in Adkins, particularly since Adkins 
had stated that drilling wells wouldn’t sup-
port development. 

“Why don’t we see what the board 
wants to do?” Merchant asked.

Jenco agreed, asking, “So are we going 
to abandon this report and start over, or 
turn the draft into a final so we can move 
forward?”

When district secretary Amelia Wilder 
asked if she should place the matter on 
the board agenda, Jenco responded that he 
preferred Maddaus and Adkins to answer 
questions at the committee level first.

Jenco also reminded the committee 
that the board initially sought bids for an 
IWMP and an Urban Water Master Plan. 
Due to cost concerns, they scaled it down 
to just an IWMP, accepting the sole bid 
from Maddaus and Adkins. 

“In my mind, the plan was to finalize 
this plan, and then when it needed to be 
turned into the Urban Water Plan, they 
would do it for a reasonable amount of 
money that would mirror the difference 
between their original price and what we 
scaled it down to,” Jenco said.

Merchant reiterated his concerns about 
the plan’s assumptions but stated he no 

longer disputed the data in the draft. He 
also expressed his belief that the draft 
IWMP does not align with the require-
ments of an Urban Water Master Plan as 
specified by the State Water Code.

Merchant said the next step would be 
formatting the data in the IWMP in light 
of the new information and meeting with 
the new consulting firm.

“Then, when we get all that, I guess we 
can move forward to make a decision. At 
least, in my opinion, that’s where we are,” 
he said.

Audience member Jim Farrell said 
bringing the draft finalization to the board 
at the next meeting would be a “big, big, 
huge PR problem.”

Jenco clarified that he wasn’t suggest-
ing putting it on the next board meeting 
agenda but that the fundamental question 
remained: “Are we going to finalize it or 
abandon it?”

Merchant responded, “I don’t see how 
we can finalize the draft IWMP since the 
suggested mitigation in it, in my opinion, 
is wrong.”

Merchant also emphasized that he 
wanted to hear from the new consultants 
before deciding about finalizing the plan.

Farrell acknowledged the issue’s com-
plexity, telling the committee, “You’re 
dealing with a tough issue, and I don’t 
think you’ve got the answer yet.” He 
encouraged them to keep working on it 
until they could bring a clear recommen-
dation to the board.

Merchant agreed that when the new 
consultant engineer presented at the next 
Improvements Committee meeting, they 
would discuss whether to build upon the 
draft IWMP or not.

He asked Jenco if that approach worked 
for him, and Jenco agreed.

The district secretary confirmed that 
only the new consultant would present at 
the next meeting, not Maddaus or Adkins.

Houston also reported that he had found 
a spreadsheet that appeared to be the 
Maddaus model referenced by Jenco. He 
suggested that they load it up at the next 
meeting to see what happens when differ-
ent assumptions are turned off and on.

Two other audience members, Tom 
Shewchuk and Richard Gehrs, also com-
mented during the discussion.

This story is available online at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com. � H

deficiency, which became 
particularly evident during 
last summer’s extreme 
heat.

His second recommenda-
tion was to install a control 
valve near the water treat-
ment plants to reduce flow 
to the Van Vleck tank and 
thereby increase flow to the 
Rio Oso tank. This adjust-
ment would help mitigate 
the storage overdraft in the 
early morning during hot 
weather when residential 
sprinklers are in heavy use.

According to his report, 
with the appropriate phys-
ical improvements and 
programming, water flow 
could be redistributed at 
optimal times to suffi-
ciently support additional 
units: 146 for the Van 
Vleck tank and 50 for the 
Rio Oso tank.

Houston said that the 
Residences subdivision 
developer is installing the 
valve to connect the two 
tanks directly. However, 
the necessary program-
ming and integration 

could take months before 
the system becomes fully 
operational. 

Houston said the work 
could take six months to a 
year to complete.

As for the second pres-
sure valve, Houston said 
district staff could provide 
the preliminary design, but 
they would have to put the 
construction out to bid.

Domenichelli also rec-
ommended constructing a 
new water tank to address 
the current tanks’ emer-
gency storage deficiencies 
and provide capacity for 
new dwellings coming 
online.

According to his report, 
if the pipeline supplying 
water to the tanks were to 
fail, there would only be 
enough water to last 24 
hours under peak demand 
conditions, assuming the 
tanks were already at 66% 
capacity at the time of the 
emergency.

Domenichelli’s report 
cautioned that building a 
new tank would require 
significant time due to 

various necessary compo-
nents and processes. 

“With the current inad-
equate  peak s torage 
volumes and new dwell-
ing units planned to come 
online in the near future, 
an interim solution should 
be pursued right away,” his 
report concluded.

Houston said the draft 
IWMP recommended con-
structing a new storage 
tank with an approximate 
5-million-gallon capacity. 
The tank could be built on 
Lookout Hill or within the 
new development. He also 
suggested constructing 
two tanks instead of one 
to allow for maintenance 
without service interrup-
tions and recommended 
using a concrete tank rather 
than a steel one.

Although the draft 
IWMP provided some cost 
estimates, it didn’t account 
for the cost of land acquisi-
tion or the needed pumping 
equipment.

“You could easily ball-
park it at $4 to 6 million,” 
Houston said.

The ensuing discussion 
addressed various aspects 
of Domenichelli’s report, 
with several references to 
a comment made by devel-
oper Bob Keil at the June 
committee meeting. Keil 
indicated he could pro-
vide the half-acre needed 
for a new tank within the 
Residences subdivision.

M e r c h a n t  d i r e c t e d 
Houston to return to the 
March committee meet-
ing with “the beginnings of 
a plan” on the interim fix 
and plans for a new tank. 
“Then we could take it to 
the board and see if every-
body buys in on it,” he 
said.

Water Agency 
Pipeline

The dis t r ic t  began 
discussions with the 
Sacramento County Water 
Agency about the feasi-
bility of constructing a 
pipeline to supply a sec-
ondary water source to 
Rancho Murieta after 
developer Bob Keil sug-
gested the idea last 

Oc tober.  The  board 
approved Houston’s pro-
posal to allocate $30,000 
from the Water Supply 
Augmentation Fund to pay 
the agency for a feasibility 
study.

However, when dis-
trict staff met with the 
water agency, they deter-
mined the project was not 
currently feasible. The 
projected timeline for com-
pleting a feasibility study 
was approximately 10 
years, with approvals and 
construction taking 15 to 
20 years. The estimated 
cost was $20 million.

Houston said the reserve 
funds approved for the 
study were never deposited 
or spent.

Other Business
Houston said district 

staff is holding prelim-
inary discussions with 
the Sloughhouse Water 
Conservation District 
about potential groundwa-
ter banking opportunities 
to improve the communi-
ty’s water supply. 

Houston also reported 
researching whether seep-
age current being pumped 
from wells under the reser-
voirs into creeks could be 
used to offset the district’s 

water supply.
The operations man-

ager also reported that he 
is negotiating with SMUD 
to test the district’s 500-
watt pumps at the Granlees 
intake without triggering a 
higher rate.

Houston also reported 
on plans to assess the con-
dition of the buried steel 
pipeline that connects 
Granlees and Calero res-
ervoirs, noting that it may 
need more protection. A 
section of the pipe that 
developed a leak last fall 
has been repaired.

Houston also reported 
adding four projects to 
the Capital Improvements 
Project List. The first was 
the completed repair of the 
Greens Lift Station. The 
second was the addition of 
two valves to the existing 
water tanks. The third was 
constructing a radio tower 
to enable wireless reading 
of water meters.

The fourth was replacing 
the AT&T analog phone 
lines used in water and 
sewer operations with cel-
lular phones.

This story is available 
online at therivervalley-
times.com. � H

CSD Covers Water Tank Issues

Water Plan Finalization Debated at CSD Meeting
Continued from page 1

By District 4 
Supervisor Rosario 
Rodriguez

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
Sacramento County Board 
of Supervisors took a big 
step forward: We unan-
imously  passed new 
regulations for sidewalk 
vendors. It wasn’t an easy 
decision, but it was an 
important one. 

These rules are all about 
finding that sweet spot: 
supporting the hardwork-
ing folks who run these 
small businesses while 

making sure our neighbor-
hoods stay safe, clean and 

fair for everyone.
This is an issue that 

hits me close to home. As 
the owner of a taqueria in 
Folsom, I’ve seen both 
sides of the coin. I know 
what it’s like to pour your 
heart into a small busi-
ness, trying to make ends 
meet. And I also know how 
tough it can be for brick-
and-mortar shops when the 
rules aren’t applied evenly. 
That’s why I’ve worked so 
hard to make sure this ordi-
nance works for everyone.

So, what’s changing? 
Starting soon, sidewalk 

vendors will need to get 
a county permit, follow 
health and safety rules 
and stick to guidelines 
about where and when 
they can operate. If some-
one breaks the rules, we’re 
starting with warnings, 
because everyone deserves 
a chance to fix a mistake. 
But if it keeps happening, 
there will be consequences. 
It’s all about creating a sys-
tem that’s fair and works 
for everyone.

Some may question the 
need for this ordinance. 
The truth is, unregulated 
vending has caused some 
real headaches: blocked 
sidewalks, trash piling 
up and even safety con-
cerns in crowded areas. 
This ordinance tackles 

those problems while mak-
ing sure vendors can still 
thrive. We’ve also made 
sure the permitting pro-
cess is straightforward and 
affordable. No one should 
be shut out because of red 
tape or high fees.

Throughout this pro-
cess, we received valuable 
feedback from community 
members.

 While some worried 
the regulations might 
not go far enough, oth-
ers expressed concerns 
about unintended impacts 
on small businesses. By 
approving this ordinance, 
we found a balance that 
maintains public safety 
while fostering opportunity 
for local entrepreneurs.

I want to take a moment 

to say thank you to every-
one who shared their 
thoughts, because your 
input made a difference. If 
you have more questions 
or ideas, I’m always here 
to listen. You can reach me 
at 916-874-5491 or email 
supervisorrodriguez@sac-
county.gov. Let’s keep 
working together to make 
Sacramento County safe, 
fair and full of opportunity 
for everyone.

Sacramento County 
S u p e r v i s o r  R o s a r i o 
Rodriguez  represents 
the 4th District, which 
includes the communities 
of Citrus Heights, Folsom, 
Orangevale, Antelope, 
North Highlands, Rio 
Linda, Elverta and Rancho 
Murieta. � H

S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y 
S u p e r v i s o r  R o s a r i o 
Rodriguez. Photo courtesy of 
Rosario Rodriguez

Striking the Right Balance 

Continued from page 1
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• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Of� ces of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Of� ce is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

6.75%

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years

 Local Processing & Servicing

 No Closing Cost on Qualifying 
Transactions; Except for Appraisal/
Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current  
and Future Needs

 Home Improvement, Debt  
Consolidation, College Tuition

 Interest May be Tax Deductible  
(Please consult your tax advisor)

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of the loan 
which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the 
weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment 
period is 8.00%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: 
(1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any 
existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary 
residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total 
maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans 
are subject to a current appraisal or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance 
is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 
early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the 
first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure 
Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
www. rmcsd.com.

Feb. 1
7:21 p.m.,  Welfare 

check, Pera Drive: Report 
of suspicious individual 
knocking on a residence 
door, in distress or intoxi-
cated. Reporting party said 
the suspect was asking 
to let him inside because 
someone was after him. 
Dispatch informed RP to 
call Sacramento Sheriff's 
Department  to report the 
situation. Upon arrival the 
suspect was unable to be 
located.

Feb. 2
9:30 a.m., Stolen prop-

erty, Murieta South: Report 
of Amazon packages stolen 
from multiple addresses in 
Murieta South. Resident 
doorbell Ring cameras 
captured the suspect and 
vehicle. SSD was notified 
by reporting parties and 
RMCSD security assisted 
by providing the suspect's 
license plate from South 
Gate cameras.

Feb. 3
4:39 a.m., RMA rule 

violation, Venado Drive: 
Resident parked overnight 
on street with trailer with-
out 24-hour pass. Citation 
issued.

Feb. 4
5 p.m., Fallen tree, 

Via Del Cerrito: Fallen 
tree from RMA common 
area. CSO arrived to con-
firm. Maintenance advised 
of tree fallen in nearby 
resident driveway, mainte-
nance removed tree.

Feb. 6
2 : 4 6  a . m . , 

Miscellaneous, Murieta 
Plaza: Vehicle in parking 
lot near Ace Hardware. 
CSO found two occupants 
sleeping inside vehicle; 
contact made with occu-
pants who stated they 
were just passing through. 

Driver advised to leave 
area; driver complied.

Feb. 9
2:27 a.m., Disabled vehi-

cle, Northgate: Individual 
parked in center resident 
lane. was not a resident and 
informed that his electric 
vehicle had completely lost 
power and he was without 
a phone. Subject was given 
a phone with which was 
used to call a tow truck 
from his service.

Feb. 10
2:23 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Stonehouse 
Park: Stonehouse Park 
guest without resident after 
hours; citation issued.

2:33 a.m., RMA Rule 
Violation, Stonehouse 
Park: Stonehouse Park 
guest without resident after 
hours; citation issued

Feb. 11
6:34 p.m., Fire, Lake 

Calero: Upon arrival, 
patrol observed a small 
bonfire with bunch of 
juveniles around the area. 
Juveniles left the area upon 
patrol’s arrival. Bonfire 
was extinguished and juve-
niles were unable to locate.

Feb. 12
5:27 a.m., RMA rule vio-

lation, Rio Oso: Resident 
overnight street parking 
in front of house. Citation 
issued.

Feb. 13
12:54 a.m., RMA Rule 

violation, Lake Calero: 
Residents in North back 
areas after hours; citation 
issued.

Feb. 14
10:27 a.m., Disabled 

vehicle,  Raley’s:  red 
Camaro parked for two 
days. Patrol contacted 
occupants of vehicle, one 
male driver and one female 
passenger. They both 
assured that they would be 
gone soon and that their 
car battery died.

Feb. 15
12:45 a.m. RMA rule 

violation, Gazebo Park: 
White Chevrolet truck 
parked at Gazebo Park 
after hours with sleeping 
occupant. Informed subject 

she wasn’t allowed and she 
left. 

Feb. 16
8:43 p.m., Trespassing, 

Lago Drive: Received call 
for intruder. While en route 
received a separate call 
from North Gate request-
ing to pick up reporting 
party at North Gate. Made 
contact with RP who was 
walking down Murieta 
Parkway. RP stated that he 
“saw his wife’s ex-husband 
on his balcony.” He then 
stated that his wife denied 
that her ex-husband was 
there. RP’s wife said there 
was no intruder and that 
her husband was confused 
due to stress. Sacramento 
Sheriff’s Department deter-
mined the situation safe 
and departed.

Feb. 17
12:05 a.m., Jackson 

Highway: Abandoned 
vehicle blocking driveway. 
CHP will tow.

4:23 a.m., Lobo Drive: 
Vehicle overnight in guest 
parking on Lobo Drive. 
Citation issued.

5:09 p.m., Fire, Lake 
Calero: Patrol responded 
to a call about a fire set by 
juveniles at Lake Calero. 
When on scene, patrol 
saw smoke coming from 
trees and two residents tak-
ing video and shouting at 
three young males running 
from scene. Patrol assessed 
severity of fire and saw 
that it was almost extin-
guished but seemed safe. 
Patrol followed in direc-
tion of subjects and found 
two young males separate 
from the group. The two 
subjects stated that their 
friends started the fire and 
they weren’t involved. The 
subjects were unwilling 
to give any personal info. 
Further questioning the 
witness, patrol obtained 
pictures of golf cart the 
suspects used. There was 
no bar code on the club 
cart.

Feb. 18
5:05 a.m., RMA rule 

violation, Terreno Drive: 
Vehicle overnight parked 
on street wrong way in 
front of the house. Citation 
issued.� H

SECURITY LOGS
Houseplant Expert to Speak 
 to Garden Club on Feb. 25

Lori Ann, a true plant whisperer 
and owner of Emerald City Interior 
Landscaping services in Sacramento, will 
share her expertise on selecting and car-
ing for houseplants when she speaks to the 
River Valley Garden Club on Feb. 25 at 
the RMA Building. 

The doors open at 6 p.m. with refresh-
ments and a raffle. The program begins at 
7 p.m. 

Learn how to choose the right plants for 
your space and to keep them thriving. The 
first meeting is free to non-members.

Time to Order 
 2025 Senior Banners

It’s time to order senior banners to cele-
brate our 2025 Rancho Murieta graduates. 

Email the following to RMseniorflags@
gmail.com: the graduate’s first and last 
name, location on the north or south, 
school names and photo at least 1 mb 
in size. The cost is $92.44. Venmo 
Michelle@michele-Robb. 

If you have questions reach out to 
Michelle Robb at the email address.

Wilton Bingo Games  
Held Monthly

March bingo will be on Saturday, March 
1. Doors open at 6 p.m. with food avail-
able for sale and bingo starts at 7 p.m. 
in the Wilton Community Center (9717 
Colony Road, at Dillard Road). 

All proceeds go to two non-profits: 
the local Park Council and the Wilton 
History Group. Questions? Call Lorraine 
Robinson at 916-212-8896.

RM Caregiver Support Group 
 to Meet March 5

If you find yourself in a situation of 
caregiving for a loved one, it can be rather 
perplexing. Those attending the Rancho 
Murieta Caregiver Support Group are 
helpful to each other. 

Receive helpful information and take 
some respite time for yourself. Privacy is 
strictly observed. 

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of the month. If you have any questions, 
contact Nan at 916-354-2281.

VFW Auxiliary Seeks New 
Members

The Rancho Murieta Veterans for 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Auxiliary is looking 

for new members who are passionate 
about supporting veterans and miliary 
families while benefiting from personal 
and professional growth opportunities. 

Eligibility requires a family relation-
ship to a VFW-eligible veteran such as a 
spouse, parent or grandchild. For more 
information about the local auxiliary, 
contact President Melissa Mineni at mel.
mineni@gmail.com. 

If you are interested in joining the 
Rancho Murieta VFW Post, reach out to 
Membership Chairman Tylor Fugate at 
tylorfugate150@gmail.com. Eligibility for 
VFW membership requires honorable ser-
vice in the U.S. Military and participation 
in a foreign war, expedition or campaign 
recognized by the VFW.

Free Firewood Available 
Rancho Murieta residents in need of 

firewood can find a free source adjacent 
to Greens Park and behind the reservoirs, 
following the completion of a fuel reduc-
tion project. 

After parking on the roads in these 
areas, residents can gather large pieces of 
wood lying on the ground and carry them 
back to their vehicles.

Local Crime Records Online 
 at RVT Website

The online edition of the River Valley 
Times at therivervalleytimes.com includes 
a section called “Local Crime Arrests,” 
which compiles public arrest records for 
Rancho Murieta and Wilton residents. 
This section can be found on the right side 
of each page. 

As of Feb. 16, the map showed the 
arrests of one Rancho Murieta resident 
and five Wilton residents. The Rancho 
Murieta resident was arrested for driving 
under the influence and had a prior arrest 
for kidnapping. 

One of the Wilton residents was arrested 
for arson involving a structure or for-
est land. Both men were arrested by the 
Amador County Sheriff’s Office.

Rancho Murieta Band to 
Perform at Ione Casino

A rock band comprising four Rancho 
Murieta residents, Davey Boy and the 
Funomenals, will perform from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. March 16 at Harrah’s Northern 
California Casino.

 The casino is located at 4640 Coal 
Mine Road in Ione. Admission is free. � H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Program
Candide Suite

Profanation from“Jeremiah, Symphony No. 1” 
Three Dance Episodes from On the Town  
Symphonic Dances from West Side Story   

Slava!

Sunday March 9, 2025 - 2:30 pm 
Tickets at the door - $15 General Admission,  

$10 Students

California State University Sacramento 
Capistrano Concert Hall,  

 6000 J Street Sacramento, CA 95819

Free Covered Parking in Structure 1
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Brighten a Senior’s Day
Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County

We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes, 
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain 

independence and dignity through improved nutrition. 

For more information and to sign up,  
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.  

Be the reason someone smiles today.  
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.
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About Claiming Social Security when 
I have a Health Savings Account (HSA)

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I have 
reached my full retire-
ment age (66 plus 8 
months) and plan to apply 
for Social Security this 
month, but I’ve seen arti-
cles which say that when 
I apply, I must also take 
Medicare Part A. This, 
even though I am con-
tinuing to work and am 
covered by my employ-
er’s health insurance (a 
high deductible plan). I 
contribute bi-weekly into 
an HSA (Heath Savings 
Account). I’ve read that 
Medicare back dates Part 
A coverage by 6 months, 
which suggests I would 
have had to stop con-
tributing to my HSA six 
months ago. If this is 
true, will I need to pay 
penalties and such to the 
IRS? I’m not able to find 
anything else about this 
topic, and I’m wonder-
ing what you might have 
to say. I have my wife 
and two children on my 
employer’s HDHP. We 
contribute $6,000 annu-
ally to our HSA and my 
employer contributes 
$1,250 on January 1st 
each year. We can live 

without the HSA, but 
the taxes and IRS penal-
ties concern me. Signed: 
Wanting to Claim SS (but 
concerned)

Dear  Want ing  to 
Claim: I’m afraid that 
what you’ve read is cor-
rect – it is mandatory 
for you to take Medicare 
Part A (inpatient hospital-
ization coverage) when 
receiving Social Security 
benefits after age 65. 
Medicare Part A is free to 
you, and even though you 
are still covered under 
your employer’s cred-
itable high deductible 
healthcare plan and can 
delay taking Medicare 
Part B, you must take 
Medicare Part A to col-
lect Social Security after 
65. Medicare and your 
employer ’s plan will 
coordinate healthcare 
benefit payments. 

That does, however, 
also mean your Health 
Savings Account (HSA) 
will be affected because, 
as you have found, 
Medicare will backdate 
your Part A coverage by 6 
months. And because Part 
A is not a high deductible 
plan (a requirement for 
HSA), any contributions 
you make after the effec-
tive date of Part A will be 
subject to an IRS penalty, 
and your HSA contribu-
tions won’t be considered 
tax-exempt. This will 
mean the IRS will likely 
assess a 6% excise tax on 
any contributions made 
after your Part A effective 
date, and you’ll need to 
pay income tax on those 

contributions. 
What you may wish 

to consider is stopping 
your HSA contributions 
now and waiting an addi-
tional six months or so 
to claim your Social 
Security benefits (to get 
beyond the HSA penalty 
phase). This would have 
the advantage of avoid-
ing the IRS penalty on 
your HSA contributions 
and would also increase 
your Social Security 
benefit due to Delayed 
Re t i r emen t  C red i t s 
(DRCs). You earn DRCs 
at the rate of .677% for 
each month beyond 
your FRA that you wait 
to claim, which means 
an SS benefit about 4% 
higher if you wait six 
months longer to claim 
SS.

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
Founda t ion ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
o ther  governmenta l 
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security- 
advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. H

Social Security Matters
Kings Korner

By V.G. Harris
Well, the all-star break is upon us, and 

if ever there is a time of refl ection needed 
for Sacramento Kings fans, the time
is now.

A beloved member of the Kings fam-
ily is no longer with the team, and there 
are some fans that are simply not getting 
over it. For others, they understand that 
at the end of the day, the NBA is a mon-
strous business, and even the most electric 
of players at times, must be moved for the 
good of the franchise.

Make no mistake about it, Zach Lavine 
is no slouch, and he may not be as fast 
as DeAaron Fox, but this former all-star
has game. 

Zach has already impressed fans with 
his mid-range game, and as his 3-point 
prowess kicks in, Sacramento fans will 
get a look at the true foray of talent that 
this baller has to off er.

The acquisition of Jonas Valanciunas 
is not only welcome, it is long overdue. I 
have been writing about this big man for 
over a year, and my only consternation is 
why he wasn’t acquired over the off  sea-
son when he was available?

Valanciunas will prove his value as 
the Kings strive to come down the home 
stretch healthy, and with a team that is just 
now fi nding its rhythm.

Amazingly, as the newly assembled 
Kings have yet to have a single prac-
tice with the bevy of new players and 
that includes newcomer Markelle Fultz. 
Markelle was drafted No. 1 overall in 
the 2017 draft, ahead of players like 
Jason Tatum, Donovan Mitchell, and 
yes, Sacramento’s former point guard 
DeAaron Fox. Ironic, I would say so, but 
the NBA is a league of second chances, 
and if anyone ever needed one, it’s 
Markelle Fultz.

After a storied college career with the 
Washington Huskies, Markelle leaped 
to the front of the class and was drafted 
No. 1 overall by the Philadelphia 76ers. 
Sadly, his NBA career would get off  to an 
abysmal start, as he suff ered a debilitat-
ing shoulder injury and the 76ers gave up 
on their No. 1 pick. Fultz was traded to 
Orlando Magic but after 5 uneventful and 
injury riddled seasons, the Magic did not 
resign Markelle.

I smiled from ear to ear when I heard 
that Markelle was quoted as saying on 
his signing with the Kings, “I haven’t felt 
this good since I came into the league. I 
never had the opportunity to take my time 
and get healthy, so being able to do that 
last summer has been great for me. I’m 
super excited for this opportunity and I’m 
thankful for it.”

I love hearing that kind of talk, and just 
as the Kings have had No. 1 draft choice 
busts in the past, perhaps a real oppor-
tunity to turn back the clock has fi nally 
come their way.

Our starting five is full of talent, 
but with departure of Alex Len, Kevin 
Huerter, Jordan McLauglin, Jalen 
McDaniels, and most recently Colby 
Jones, the real question has been the qual-
ity and depth of the bench.

Recently acquired Jake LaRavia and 
Jonas Valanciunas will bring a sturdier 
presence to front line, and with a healthy 
Markelle Fultz coming off  the bench to 
give malik Monk some much-needed rest, 
it’s entirely possible the Kings bench is in 
its best posture all season.

Isaac Jones remains a diamond in the 
rough, and I’m hopeful coach Christie 
hasn’t lost sight of him. Dynamic, ath-
letic, and able to jump out of the gym, 
Issac is in his rookie season, and has still 
to get anything resembling a real shot 
at playing time. Don’t miss on this guy, 
because I see an enormous upside, and 
just as we’ve seen Keon Ellis rise to new 
heights, so can Isaac Jones.

So, imagine Valanciunas, Keon Ellis, 
LaRavia,  Fultz, Trey Lyles, and Isaac 
Jones as the key bench players, with 
Devin Carter and Doug McDermott in the 
wings. I believe this is overall the stron-
gest bench the Kings have had in the past 
three seasons, so hold onto your seats 
Kings fans, because it’s just possible the 
fun has just begun.

There are stories yet to be written, and 
it’s my hope that players like Markelle Fultz 
and Isaac Jones will soon take center stage!

Playoff s, NOT Play-in!
Enjoy the home stretch Kings fans, it 

could be a real barn burner!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

A 1995 California Court Ruling That Restored 
Immigrant Rights Could Backfire Now

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California has the nation’s 
largest population of undoc-
umented immigrants with 
roughly 1.8 million people. 
Over the last three decades, 
Californians’ attitudes about 
that fact have undergone an 
astonishing swing.

Hostility reached a peak in 
the early 1990s, demonstrated 
by passage of Proposition 
187 in 1994 by a 3-2 mar-
gin. The measure would have 
required police to check the 
legal status of people they 
encountered and barred public 
services, including education, 
to those who could not prove 
citizenship or legal residency.

It was the centerpiece 
of Republican Gov. Pete 
Wilson’s campaign for a sec-
ond term, contending that 
undocumented people were 
overwhelming the state’s 
budget.

However, support for a 
crackdown was not confined 
to GOP voters. Not only did 
many Democrats — then as 
now the largest bloc of vot-
ers — vote for the measure, 
but a Legislature dominated 
by Democrats passed anti-im-
migrant laws, such banning 
driver’s licenses.

Soon, however, public 
sentiment and the political 
atmosphere began to change. 
Undocumented immigrants 
and their advocates scored 
a big win a year after Prop. 
187’s passage when fed-
eral Judge Marianna Pfaelzer 

ruled that the measure vio-
lated the federal government’s 
exclusive power to regulate 
immigration.

“The California voters’ 
overwhelming approval of 
Proposition 187 reflects their 
justifiable frustration with the 
federal government’s inabil-
ity to enforce the immigration 
laws effectively,” she wrote 
at the time. “No matter how 
serious the problem may be, 
however, the authority to reg-
ulate immigration belongs 
exclusively to the federal gov-
ernment and state agencies are 
not permitted to assume that 
authority. The state is power-
less to enact its own scheme 
to regulate immigration or to 
devise immigration regula-
tions which run parallel to or 
purport to supplement the fed-
eral immigration laws.”

A few years later, after 
Democrat Gray Davis suc-
ceeded Wilson, the state 
abandoned an appeal of 
Pfaelzer’s ruling. In subse-
quent years the Legislature 
repealed other laws, such as 
the one on driver’s licenses, 
and has done whatever it could 
to treat undocumented immi-
grants as if they were legal 
residents, such as expanding 
health care benefits.

When Donald Trump was 
elected president in 2016 and 
promised a crackdown on ille-
gal immigration, California 
reacted with legislation to 
make it more difficult for fed-
eral immigration authorities 
to capture and deport undocu-
mented Californians.

The most important was 
Senate Bill 54, introduced 
a month after Trump won 
the election. Dubbed the 
California Values Act, it 
essentially bars California 
police from aiding in any 
way federal efforts to iden-
tify and deport undocumented 
immigrants.

SB 54 survived one court 
challenge but Trump is once 
again in the White House, 
declaring his intention to rid 
the nation of undocumented 
immigrants, and is taking aim 
at California and other states 
with sanctuary laws.

The U.S. Department of 
Justice has filed suit to over-
turn Illinois laws quite similar 
to California’s SB 54, and its 
contention in the Illinois suit 
could — with great irony 
— convert the federal court 
decision against Prop. 187 
three decades ago ago into 
a hammer to smash SB 54. 
If California was illegally 
interfering with the fed-
eral government’s exclusive 
power over immigration in 
Prop. 187, the suit implies, 
sanctuary laws also interfere 
with that power.

The 23-page complaint, 
filed in federal court in 
Chicago, alleges that Illinois 
laws “have the purpose and 
effect of making it more dif-
ficult for, and deliberately 
impeding, federal immigra-
tion officers’ ability to carry 
out their responsibilities in 
those jurisdictions.”

California officials are 
aware that the Illinois suit 
will not be the only challenge 
to local and state laws meant 
to protect undocumented 
immigrants.

Were the Illinois suit’s argu-
ment to prevail, the situation 
in California could come full 
circle. A legal principle that 
protected California’s immi-
grants from Prop. 187 in 1995 
might make identifying and 
deporting them easier in 2025.

Dan Walters is one of most 
decorated and widely syndi-
cated columnists in California 
history, authoring a column 
four times a week that offers his 
view and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social and 
demographic trends. 
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Advertise in your local  
community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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 - F
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in 
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99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Announcements

Autos Wanted

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today! 
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Solving Plumbing Problems, 
One Leak at a Time 

Residential & Commercial 
Platero Parada Plumbing 

 Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:  
650-431-8893  Lic. 1112115

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Help Wanted

Plumbing

Painting

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er.  (Offer ends 3/30/25.) Call 
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

Landscaping

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale

Health/Wellness
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN 

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605.  (Cal-Scan)

Programmer/Analyst, 
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.  
Determine client-side data 
capture, presentation and 
manipulation needs within, 
and build system components 
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply 
to:  HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th 
Street, Bakersfield, CA  93301. 
Ref. job code ME008.

Help Wanted

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Kings tickets 
Best Seats in G1 for the $ 
Section 218 Row B 7 & 8 
Private box area 1st row 

balcony halfcourt; 16 folding 
chairs in one row. No one in 
front or behind. Buy direct 

save $ 916-595-5379

Dalla Dental Group seeks Sr. 
Manager, Strategy & Operations 
Analyst for Elk Grove location. 

Must have MS in Mngmnt, Bus. 
Admin. or rel. or foreign equiv. & 
min. 3 yrs. in Ops Mngmnt roles 

or rel. w/ exper. pertaining to 
materials requirement, materials 
planning, controlling inventory & 
managing costs analysis. Sal: 

$146k-149k/yr.  Send res: info@
oradentistry.com

Painting

Dry Creek is looking  
for qualified individuals  

to join our team! 
Open positions for: 
Administrative Positions: 
•Asbestos & Lead Coordinator 
•Healthcare & Commercial 
Services Coordinator 
• Administrative Assistant for 
our Design Center

Must have 2 years’ office expe-
rience. Knowledge in general 
construction, Design 2020 pro-
gram or T&M Pro are desired 
but not required.

Skilled Positions: 
• Journeyman Plumber 
• Asbestos Abatement & Dry-
wall Technician

Must have at least 4 years’ ex-
perience, pass a background 
check, a clean driving record 
and current driver’s license.

Benefits include: 
• 401(k) and 401(k) matching 
• Health and Dental Insurance 
• Paid Holidays and Vacation

If you have any or all the skills 
listed, you are encouraged to 
apply. Please send resumes 
to: info@drycreekconstruction-
co.com.

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

PRESSURE 
WASHING

ROOF MOSS 
REMOVAL

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Estate Sale
Luxury Blowout Sale,  

13970 Islandview Way, Wal-
nut Grove, 9am - 3pm Feb. 
21-23. Full of furniture, AN-

TIQUES, collectibles, books, 
audiobooks, electronics, ga-
rage full of tools, fishing boat, 
organ, woodworking,  fishing, 

VINTAGE everything.

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A complaint about young 
gate officers waving vis-
itors through the gates 
without proper checks 
surfaced at the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
S e r v i c e s  P e r s o n n e l 
Committee meeting on 
Feb. 13.

The committee also 
received an update on a 
training strategy to address 
the issue. 

T h e  P e r s o n n e l 
Committee consists of 
two board members , 
President Steve Booth and 
Director Linda Butler; 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris, currently on leave; 
Director of Finance and 
Adminis t ra t ion Mark 
Matulich, and other staff 
members. The committee 
reviews personnel issues in 
detail and reports its find-
ings to the entire board.

Although it wasn’t on 
the agenda, resident Buth 

Buderus raised the gate 
officer issue during pub-
lic comments. As a social 
media  adminis t ra tor, 
Buderus is familiar with 
topics that spark public 
interest.

Buderus expressed sig-
nificant concern about the 
district hiring younger 
individuals as part-time 
gate officers. She noted 
that incidents of these 
officers waving visitors 
through the gates without 
any contact had been par-
ticularly problematic on 
the two previous Sundays.

Booth indicated he was 
aware of the problem.

“There has been a lot of 
communication in around 
the community. I had some 
reports shared with me,” 
he said. “I actually had an 
experience of my own.” 

Booth told Buderus that 
he had forwarded all the 
information to Matulich. 
He then asked Matulich 
to explain the training and 
orientation strategies he 
and David Labrado, the 
acting security sergeant, 

had implemented for new 
personnel.

Matulich said that he 
and Labrado rewrote the 
first two pages of the pol-
icy manual and created a 
one-page summary outlin-
ing the proper procedures 
for gate officers to follow. 

“In the largest font pos-
sible, the first page says: 
‘No one gets in the gate 
unless you know they are 
authorized to be in there,’” 
he said. “Page 2 says you 
can take as long as it takes 
to do No. 1.”

Matulich said he is pre-
pared to defend slower 
gate processing times.

“What I can’t defend is 
people getting in there that 
don’t belong there, so we 
are hammering that start-
ing on Saturday,” he said.

Matulich said that two 
of the four Community 
Service officers currently 
on patrol were longtime 
gate officers. He explained 
that a CSO would be on 
duty for the next three 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
starting each shift by 

spending an hour and a 
half with the South Gate 
officer, followed by the 
same amount of time with 
the North Gate officer. 
After patrolling for several 
hours, they will return to 
repeat the process.

Matulich said the CSO 
evaluates the gate officer at 
the end of every shift.

“This is going to be a 
good opportunity to get 
these people very specific, 
very targeted training,” he 
said. “At the end of three 
weeks, we will either have 
a group of part-time folks 
who are able to do that job 
successfully, or we will be 
looking for more.”

Matulich also shared 
some good news from 
that week: Two residents 
from behind the gates and 
one from the village had 
applied for the part-time 
gate officer positions. 

“That’s what we want,” 
he said.  “We would 
love to have community 
members.”

Matulich also addressed 
residents’ concerns about 

gate officers not always 
appearing to be in uniform. 
He explained that while 
officers wear identifiable 
polo shirts, they sometimes 
wear a sweatshirt or jacket. 
Matulich has asked the dis-
trict secretary to produce 
large name tags on lan-
yards for gate officers to 
wear around their necks to 
improve visibility.

Butler also had con-
cerns about hiring young 
gate officers, particularly 
regarding their maturity 
levels and their ability to 
take responsibility. She 
cited a purported incident 
in which a young gate offi-
cer had company inside the 
gatehouse.

Matulich said he and 
Labrado would review the 
video if they were pro-
vided a date and time. 

“If that is happening, we 
will put a stop to it,” he 
assured her.

On a related note, Butler 
said she wants to make 
it easier for residents to 
file complaints about 
security, a concern she 

initially raised at the Feb. 6 
Security Committee meet-
ing, which she chairs. 

“I suggested it might be 
a dedicated email for peo-
ple in the community to 
call in or type what they 
are saying on Nextdoor so 
that we could see it our-
selves firsthand,” she said. 

Matulich said he would 
immediately direct IT 
Supervisor Andy Lee to 
“set up a security hotline 
email.” The new email 
address is securityho-
tline@rmcsd.com.

In other business, the 
committee approved a 
revised job description for 
an administrative secu-
rity sergeant that they 
will forward to the board. 
Booth said they plan to 
ask Labrado to continue in 
the position on an interim 
basis. 

The committee also 
discussed performance 
evaluations for non-repre-
sented staff and the need 
for a salary survey. 

The committee also rec-
ommended expanding 
the district secretary’s job 
description to designate her 
as the clerk of the board. �H

Lax Practices by Gate Officers Discussed
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Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333
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CALL-A-PRO

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.
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River Valley Times is a 
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Publishing Group
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Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
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or letters to the editor, please 
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Publisher@mpg8.com.  
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subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
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at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
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CALL-A-PRO

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
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4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish
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JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT
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(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830
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# 
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FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437
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Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning
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~AJ & Jen Andrade
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Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning
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Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
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honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade
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DISCOUNTS!

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Sports Lover’s Tour Ultimate Baseball Tour
Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
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SACRAMENTO’S LEADING ARTIFICIAL TURF INSTALLER
ARTIFICIAL TURF      •      PAVERS      •      CONCRETE

TotalTurf.com  |  LIC #1125443 HOURS: 7AM-8PM / M-Sat

$500 OFF
For The Month of January
Must be over 1,000 sq. ft.

CALL TOM FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

916-671-0070

Tom, Total Turf
Owner

• 100% Made In USA Artificial Turf

• 100% PFA + Lead Free

• Locally Owned & Operated

•  45 Combined Years Of Artificial 
Turf Experience
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SACRAMENTO’S LEADING ARTIFICIAL TURF INSTALLER

CALL TOM FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
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TotalTurf.com  |  LIC #1125443

$1000 OFF 
For The Month Of December
Must be over 1,000 sq. ft.

• We Never Use Cheap Or Foreign Turf

• Licensed & Insured, No Subcontractors 

• Over 1,000 Successfully Completed Jobs

• PGA Certified Putting Greens 

Tom , Total Turf 
Owner

• 100% Made in USA Turf

• 100% PFA + Lead Free

• Locally Owned & Operated

• 45 Combined Years Of  
Artificial Turf Experience

• We Never Use Cheap Or Foreign Turf

• Licensed & Insured, No Subcontractors

• Over 1.000 Successfully Completed Jobs

• PGA Certified Putting Greens

OK, folks, today I’m asking for your best 
Clint Eastwood impression by repeating 
these words aloud: “A man’s gotta know his 
limitations.”

If Eastwood was doing his portrayal of 
“Dirty Harry,” today, he’d need to be more 
inclusive. “Everyone’s gotta know their 
limitations.” 

Nonetheless, the maxim still gives solid 
guidance. However, it’s advice I neglected 15 
years ago when I was deployed to an undis-
closed location far out onto the sand dunes.

It was a blisteringly hot afternoon when I 
decided to take a stroll toward our perimeter 
defenses in hopes of making a morale visit 
with our Security Forces personnel.

As I walked into their camp, I found a 
group of cops anxiously unpacking ammuni-
tion boxes.

“What’s up, guys?” I asked, a little short of 
situational awareness.

“We’re a little too busy to chat, Chaplain,” 
said a perturbed sergeant.

I must have looked a little hurt because 
their lieutenant appeased me with an 
explanation.

“Intel reports suggest an attack tonight, so 
we need to load ammunition magazines for 
our M-16s.”

“In that case, you’ll need all the help you 
can get,” I said.

“Agreed,” said an airman offering me 
a stool and a short tutorial on handling 
ammunition.

Gratefully, I was soon multitasking — 
loading magazines and facilitating the chat 
session I’d come for. I was a happy chappy 
talking with folks about food, families and 
weather.

After about 20 minutes, I heard someone 
loudly clearing their throat. I turned around 
to see an orange-vested officer standing on 
our perimeter.

“Chaplain, just what the hell do you think 

you’re doing?” he demanded.
“Morale visit, Sir. Just chatting up 

our cops.”
“I mean with your hands!” he said pointing 

to the magazine I was loading.
Note: This is the moment where I disclose 

my previously undisclosed location – on the 
dunes of Malabar, Florida. This was a mil-
itary exercise, a dress rehearsal for combat.

The irritated officer was an inspector.
“Captain Burkes,” he growled. “You 

KNOW chaplains are non-combatants and 
forbidden by the Geneva Convention to have 
anything to do with weapons — most espe-
cially during an inspection.″

Wowzer, I can tell you that a superior 
addressing a chaplain by rank is like hearing 
your mom using your middle name.

He was right, of course. Chaplains who 
violate this rule in a real deployment are sub-
ject to court martial.

I knew the rule applied to guns but hadn’t 
given thought to magazines. Obviously I’d 
lost sight of my limitations.

As a military chaplain, I had to abide by 
certain rules of engagement that limited my 
religious freedoms. For instance, in addition 
to being unarmed, I couldn’t proselytize, nor 
could I bring parochial prayers to mandatory 
formations.

Some of my pastor colleagues balked at 
such restrictions. However, by knowing and 
accepting my limitations, I was rewarded the 
high honor of being present with service-
members as they walked into harm’s way.

These limitations aren’t much different for 
many of you who carry your faith into work-
places. A teacher can’t preach to his students. 
An executive can’t thump her employees 
with biblical proclamations. A foreman can’t 
limit his hiring to those from his faith pref-
erence. These rules of engagement are about 
respect, not political correctness.

However, these limitations needn’t keep 
you from becoming a light in your field. The 
contrary is true. Keeping the rules of engage-
ment should mean that your light shines 
ever brighter as it shows your esteem for 
co-workers.

By the way, I ran afoul of one other lim-
itation that day. The Florida heat index shot 
up so high that 10 people dropped from 
heat exhaustion. When Slap Happy Chappy 
became No. 11, the orange vest yelled into 
his megaphone, “ENDEX.” (End Exercise.)

All together now — “A man’s gotta know 
his limitations!”

This column was excerpted from my book 
“Tell it to the Chaplain.” 

Chaplain Gets a Clint Eastwood Lesson

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

By Gail Bullen  
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A motorist stranded on 
Scott Road after attempting 
to drive through a flooded 
section of Deer Creek near 
Payen Road was safely 
rescued on Feb. 13, accord-
ing to the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District.

After the incident was 
reported at 6:50 p.m., a bat-
talion from Sac Metro and 
also a battalion from the 
Folsom Fire Department 
were dispatched to the 
scene. 

According to Capt. 
Mark Nunez, the response 
included three boat units, 
11 firefighters trained in 

swift water rescue and 
boat  operat ions,  two 
engine companies and an 
ambulance.

“Upon arrival, the crews 
discovered a jeep approx-
imately 20 yards in the 
water, submerged in about 
12 to 16 inches of swift-
ly-moving water,” Nunez 
said. “Crews from Boat 
35 (Folsom) rescued the 
female individual from the 
Jeep using an inflatable 
boat by walking out to her.

“The vehicle was still 
operational and the crew 
safely drove it back to dry 
land with her inside the 
jeep,” he said.

The rescued individual 
was medically evaluated 
and was released on scene.

Nunez said Scott Road 

was closed in both direc-
tions before the incident. 
He reminded residents not 
to risk driving through 
flooded roadways, noting 
that as little as six inches 
of swift-moving water can 
cause a vehicle to stall or 
be swept away.

“Our victim was fortu-
nate that the river wasn't 
higher as it could have 
made the rescue much 
more difficult for crews,” 
Nunez said.

Deer Creek regularly 
floods Scott Road during 
heavy rains. Information 
about the water levels in 
Deer Creek is available at 
https://sacflood.org.

This  s tory is  also 
available online at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com.� H

Motorist Rescued from 
Flooded Scott Road

A Jeep that was stranded in Deer Creek remains parked on Scott Road following a Deer Creek 
water rescue on Feb. 13. Photo courtesy of Sac Metro


