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Dori Vecchio, Auburn’s Interim
Town Manager, has Auburn as

her Priority

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

fter working for the City of
AWorcester for more than two

decades, Auburn’s Assistant
Town Manager/ Human Resources
Manager and now Interim Town
Manager, Dori Vecchio, says her
focus on civil service has not
changed over the years. “I'm here
to provide the best service possible
to all Auburn residents,” said Ms.
Vecchio, “working for our cities
and towns has been an opportuni-
ty like no other. The satisfaction of
completing a project within budget
and having it completed in the best
way possible for all residents and
taxpayers is an accomplishment
that benefits our residents in the
best way possible. ”

She has worked towards ascend-
ing positions of town management
in her years of employment for
Worcester, Blackstone, and now
Auburn. “This job feels good, it’s
fun and very rewarding,” said Ms.
Vecchio.

After receiving her Bachelor of
Science Degree in Business Ad-
ministration from Worcester State
College (now known as Worcester
State University), she furthered her
educational expertise by earning
her Master’s Degree in Public Ad-
ministration from Clark University
in Worcester.

Vecchio worked in various posi-
tions for the City of Worcester for
23 years. She began her career in
the City Manager’s office as Direc-

tor of Administration for 10 years
then served in the Budget Office
as Finance Manager with her last
position being Human Resource
Director for 10 years working with
former Worcester City Manager
Michael O’Brien. She has also
been the Town Administrator for
the town of Blackstone.

Since her appointment as inter-
im Town Manager on February 1,
2025, her schedule has been filled
with department head meetings.
“I wanted to meet with everyone
to let them know what I wanted to
do and to learn what they needed
from me. Our employees are
unique and that's why Auburn is
so great,” she said. She has aspired
to the Town Manager position
since she began working for the
town. “We're all in the same boat.
We must provide the best service
possible to all the town residents.
When I left Worcester to become
the Blackstone Town Adminis-
trator and then saw the Auburn
Assistant Town Manager post-
ing, I knew I wanted to be here;
said Ms. Vecchio, “there’s always
a lot going on in Auburn. We're
expanding and growing daily”

She expounded on the recent
Fire Station Building Commit-
tee’s meeting with the Board of
Selectmen to approve use of the $5
million of free cash in the town’s
stabilization fund saving Auburn
taxpayers $1.7 million. “The Com-
mittee has also amended the new
building’s plans with additional
cost-saving measures and hired a

project manager who will manage
and design resulting in more cost
savings,” she said. “We want to save
money to build our new structures
dependent upon whether new
growth may happen in the future.
With an eye to the future, we hope
to be able to add on to existing
buildings”

“A month or two ago, we got
involved with a project the town
of Spencer is working on to look
into the feasibility of a shared 911
dispatch center. It’s a grant-feasi-
bility study for regionalizing 911
dispatching,” she added.

Ms. Vecchio stated that she has
four months to do as much as she
can for the town of Auburn. “I
look forward to being interviewed
with all other candidates,” she said,
“Auburn deserves the best Town
Manager candidate, someone who
will fight for them, and that doesn’t
involve a four-month break”
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Oxford Plans Bulk Item
Drop-Off Dates and

Flu Clinic, Announces
Lowes Pond Update,
and Town Grant

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

ccording to Assistant Town
Manager, Tony Sousa, Oxford
announces the following

agenda of information for its
residents:

BULK ITEM DROP-OFF:

The Town of Oxford’s Spring
2025 Bulk Item Drop-Oft will
take place on April 27 (north of
Charlton St./Sutton Ave.) and May
4 (south of Charlton St./Sut-
ton Ave.) from 8 AM to 3 PM at
the Oxford Transfer Station (200
Leicester Street). This residential-
only event allows each household
to drop off two loads of bulk
waste, with proof of residency
required. For a list of acceptable
items, please visit the Oxford DPW
website or call the DPW office at
508-987-6006.

FLU CLINIC:

The Oxford Board of Health will
be having Flu Shot Clinics in the
2nd Floor rear meeting room of
the Town Hall every Wednesday
from 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM starting
February 12th through March 5th,
2025. Please bring your insur-
ance card. Walk-ins are welcome
but registration is preferred. A
registration link is available on

Bingo for Books Brings Fun and New Reads
to Barton Students

students as Barton Elementary

School in Oxford gathered for
a special event—Bingo for Books!
Hosted by the dedicated PTO, this
fun-filled event gave every child
the chance to play bingo and win a
brand-new book to take home.

Laughter and anticipation spread

throughout the rooms as students ea-
gerly waited for their numbers to be
called. With each “Bingo!” shouted,
another child picked out a book of
their choice, adding to the joy of the
day. Not only was this a fantastic way

Excitement filled the air as

to bring the school community to-
gether, but it also ensured that every
student had a fresh, exciting story to
enjoy over the upcoming February
vacation.

A huge thank you goes out to
the Barton PTO for organizing and
running such a wonderful event.
Their hard work and dedication to
our schools make a lasting impact
on students, supporting literacy and
fostering a love for reading in a fun
and engaging way. We appreciate ev-
erything they do to make our schools
a better place!

the Town website. Please contact
the office of the Board of Health
at 508-987-6045 ext. 5 if you have
any questions.

LOWES POND UPDATE:

The Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) has selected T Ford Com-
pany, Inc. to complete the planned
work, with construction set to begin
on March 17, 2025. The project will
start in late March or early April.
Construction is expected to be fin-
ished by late November. A project
update webpage is being developed
and will be shared soon to provide
ongoing construction updates. The
link will be posted on the town
website once it is available.

HOME DEPOT FOUNDATION GRANT:
Mr. Sousa is pleased to an-
nounce that the Oxford Com-
munity Center and DPW have
received a grant in the amount of
$11,716.00 from the Home Depot
Foundation. This funding will
be used for storage containers, a
utility cart, and flooring materials
at the Oxford Community Center,
and construction materials for ad-
ditional space at the DPW Head-
quarters at 450 Main Street. Many
thanks go out to Community
Center Director, Shelley Lambert,
for seeking this grant funding.

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 3.31.2025

auTo saLes

SeRvice
WHITINSVILLE | WEBSTER

(508) 499-3510

harbroauto.com/service
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2025 Oxford Annual | s
Election Calendar

THE ELECTION IS TUESDAY, MAY 20 FROM 8 A.M. - 8 P.M.

Last day to obtain nomination papers: Friday, March 28 at 5 p.m.

Last day to submit nomination papers for certification: Tuesday, April 1 at
5p.m.

Last day to object or withdraw: Thursday, April 17 at 5 p.m.

Last day to register to vote in town election: Friday, May 9

Last day to apply for mail-in ballots (absentee or early): Tuesday, May 13

2025 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING CALENDAR

Last day to register to vote: Friday April 25 at 5 p.m.
Deadline for Warrant to be posted: Wednesday, April 30
Annual Town Meeting: Wednesday, May 7 at 7 p.m.

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Serving the Community since 1980

WE PLANT
TREES & SHRUBS!

Expert Hand Climbing Crews
Removals - Pruning
Stump Grinding - Cabling
FAST FREE ESTIMATES

Fully Insured - Workman’s Comp

o

Climber Bucket Operator Groundman

VALID DL/CDL  CALL or EMAIL StUdentS Of the MOnth

1 Congratulations to the Oxford Middle School January Students of the Month. These students were nomi-
CONTACT US TODAY! nated and selected by staff for demonstrating the characteristics of Be the 3: Respect, Responsibility, and Safety
508-366-7693 - sales@templemantree.com and/or showing remarkable growth and improvement in areas such as academics, leadership, and/or citizen-
MAA & TCIA Member ship. This month we recognize Caleb Anderson, Catalina Montalvo, Jenna Shenette, Maxwell Palaia, and Rebecca
Wiafe (not photographed).

TOPOGRAPH

- Affordable Housing Opportunity TheYankeeXpress

1 Ridge Rd., Auburn, MA 01501

Published on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month. Direct mailed to nearly 65,000

Brand New Construction of one-, two-, homes and businesses each month and available on news stands in the region.

and three-bedroom apartments featuring
modern appliances, washer and dryer in
unit, and walk-in closets.

2nd Friday: The YankeeXpress South: Charlton, Dudley, Webster
2nd Friday: Blackstone Valley South: Douglas, Northbridge & Uxbridge
4th Friday: The YankeeXpress North: Auburn, Oxford

Program description: 324 Apartments
4th Friday: Blackstone Valley North: Grafton, Millbury & Sutton

w/82 Affordable Units
Resident income for affordable units are
restricted to 80% of the area median income.
Non-Smoking community

Contact us:

Patty Roy, Editor: proy@theyankeexpress.com

Submit business news and community events to news@theyankeexpress.com

To request advertising info, please email ads@theyankeexpress.com

Jen Schofield, Advertising Director: The Yankee Xpress, Blackstone Valley Xpress, Local
Town Pages, Milford and Upton Mendon Free Press; jenschofield@yankeeshopper.net

1BR $1602 $48.000 Bill Cronan, Blackstone Xpress North and South (Douglas, Uxbridge, Northbridge;
2BR 31728 $51.600 Millbury, Grafton, Sutton); bcronan@theyankeexpress.com

Christine Hodecker, The Yankee Xpress North and South (Auburn, Charlton, Dudley,
3BR $1851 $55.400

Oxford, and Webster); chrishodecker@yankeeshopper.net
Susanne Odell Farber, Upton, Mendon, Hopedale: sue@sodellconsult.com
Laura Gleim, Billing & Sales: lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving
housing assistance such as Section 8 or MRVP.

Eligibility Requirements:
*Must meet all income and background eligibility requirements . .
under the Tenant Selection Plan approved by EOHLC. Sally Patterson, Graphic Artist
*Minimum 1 person per BR Contributing Writers and Columnists: Tom D’Agostino, Christine Galeone,
Maximum Income per Person/People Household Size Amy Palumbo-Leclaire, Mark Marzeotti,John Paul, Janet Stoica, Christopher Tremblay
(2024 limits, provided by Worcester MA, HUD Metro Area)) If interested, please contact our

office at 774-220-6334 or at Blackstone Valley Xpress/©2025
$68,500 $78,250 $88,050 $07,800 $105650 | 5113450 topograph@wingatecompanies.com 74 Main St.,Medway, MA 02053 ¢ 508-943-8784 « www.theyankeexpress.com

Kimberly Vasseur, Production Manager




BY HELEN POIRIER, AUBURN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

with the early years of the

development of what is now
the Auburn Free Public Library.
This article will start at the turn
of the 20th century. It had been
over 30 years since William Craig
donated $1,000 towards estab-
lishing a permanent free library
for all town residents, but it still
hadn’t been done. In 1900, over
1,435 books were borrowed from
the library that was in the base-
ment of Town Hall. In 1906-07,
with Abby Shute as librarian, a
card catalog was created, and
the Dewey Decimal System was
installed for better sorting of
books. A new branch library was
opened in 1908 in the Stoneville
School with Mrs. William Bar-
rows as assistant at the branch for
15 years.

In 1910 Leander S. Merriam
made a donation of $8,000 for a
library building as a memorial to
his parents, Ebenezer and Clar-
issa, and his sister, Lucy. The lot
where the cornerstone was laid
was formerly the site of the Mel-
lish homestead. The dedication
of the Merriam Library Building
was held June 17, 1911. After the
death of Herbert G. Mellish in
1912, his widow gave $100 for
books. In 1912 there were 3,639
books in the library collection.

The 1920s saw the Stoneville
branch being opened Thursday
4-5 p.m. for children and 7:30-
8:30 p.m. for adults. Children’s
Week was being celebrated in
both branches. Sizeable dona-
tions came from the late George
H. Sibley estate, Mrs. Buffam of
New York, Mrs. Clare S. Pond,
Mrs. Mary D. Stone, Abby’s sister,
and Leander Merriam. Lecture
programs, club meetings and
children’s programming grew.
In 1927 Abby Shute, who had
been head librarian for 20 years,
retired and Miss Mona Adshead

Last month’s article dealt

became the head librarian.

In the 1930s the town yearly
reports chronicle the need for
more room, changes to the bor-
rowing system, more shelving
space and grading of land around
the Merriam building to mitigate
dampness in the basement. There
were increased phone requests
for information, the need for
reference books, and more library
access in the outlining areas of
the town. In 1930 the book cir-
culation was 24,114 for the year
with the total number of books in
the library at 3,239.

The 1938 hurricane damaged
the lights so only daylight hours
were available. Looking for ways
to expand regular delivery of
books to the Boyce, Pakachoag,
and West Auburn schools, the
idea of a bookmobile emerged as
a better way to cover the town,
but was put aside due to lighting
repairs at the main library.

The decade of the 1940s
brought a new focus to the town
library with the threat of war.
New books pertaining to war
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The History of the Auburn Library - Part 2 1900-1950

and civilian defense were added
to the collection, requests were
made for more hours during the
day to accommodate the decrease
in the evenings due to the “dim
out” rules. There were 988 books
collected for the Victory Book
Campaign. Improved lighting
and more shelving was added in
both buildings, but more room
was still needed. Librarians did
more outreach programs and
talks. Mr. Carl Erickson, curator
of Conchology at the Museum

of Natural History of Worcester,
arranged for more natural history
exhibits and students visiting
during the day with their teachers
from Mary D. Stone School.

As the decade ended the cir-
culation of books had increased
to 52,020 books, a collection of
recordings was added for borrow-
ing. A card catalog was in place,
a children’s vacation reading club
had been organized, and a book
lending plan was started in Octo-
ber 1949 at the Pakachoag School
P.T.A. meeting. The library was
working to solidify its impor-

tance to the town of Auburn with
a dedicated and diligent head
librarian and supportive Board of
Trustees.

Next month is Women’s His-
tory month and will feature a
look at Abby B. Shute, the first
long-term librarian for the town.
This article is made possible by

the Auburn Historical Society &
Museum, 41 South Street. The
museum is open Tuesday and
Saturday mornings 9:30-12:30
and may be reached at auburn-
museum@verizon.net or 508-
832-6856.

Lawnmower & Tractor Service

Snowblower & Generator Repairs

492 Main Si Oxford MA 01540
WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

Tune-Ups & Repairs

SINVIALL LOAD

OPEN YEAR ROUND

ONCRETE, LLC

Custom Conerete - Metered Pours
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?

+ Patios * Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
+Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc. * Less Expensive than mixing it by hand

- * Custom Mix / Pour on the job site
*Footings .

- * Cost Effective « No Waste
*Retaining Walls «1 Yard Minimum
-Walk\'/vaysl Sidewalks Saturday + Winter rates in effect
*Curbing pours Call to schedule your pour today
*Steps available

908-770-1200

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

f 75 Main St., Webster, MA 774-452-6020

f @smallloadconcrete.sutton
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Oxford Middle School Honor Roll

Quarter 2-2024-2025

HIGH HONORS

Grade 8 - Alexander Campbell,
Bella Coghlan, Nikolas Coraccio,
, Emma Farrar, Ashlyn Halliday,
Tucker Harrity, Ali Johnson, Riley
Maki, Nathan Mayo, Tyler Melton,
Catalina Montalvo, Gunjan Nir-
oula, Brooke O’Connor, Savannah
Pratt, Destiny Purcell, Colton
Toedt, Samuel Yogaratnam

Grade 7 - Abigail Burque, Sadie
Crouch, Karoline D’Alessandro,
Lily Dolbec, Zachary Dubsky,

Max Figueroa, Jillian Gustafson,
Liam Harrity, Willow Keller, Alana
LaFrance, Lucas Laurie, Ashton
O’Malley, Michael Peck, Mateo
Quintero, Jenselys Ramos, Megan
Riley, Heather Stebbins, Lilliana

Tervo, Jordyn Torteson, Harrison
Voas

Grade 6 — Hazel Burlingame,
Sadie Coghlan, Hadley Corac-
cio, Brynn Czernicki-Nasis, Cora
Descheneau, Caleb Dubsky, Trevor
Gould, Margaret Griffin, Jackson
Harvey, Isabella LaMountain, Stella
Pantano, Jenna Shenette, Chad
Sliwoski, Sarah Stebbins, Sadie
Stewart, Raeann Teal, Liam Vali-
pour, Marissa Worden, Maklenzie
Zwang,

HONORS

Grade 8 - Brenna Burke, Ethan
Campbell, Mason Case, Chase
Checkoway, Kendra Cutroni,
Kellsey Dunn, Michael Forbes,

Worcester Area’s Largest and Oldest Window and Siding Dealer

o

SIDING

Name brands you can count Celebrating
on for your lifetime:

* Mastic Vinyl Siding
¢ CertainTeed Vinyl Siding
* CertainTeed Cement Siding
**Lifetime warranty - even on color fading - that
is transferable should you sell your property.

QUALITY SEAMLESS GUTTERS
* Gutter Cleaning

* Gutter Repair

* Gutter Protection Systems.

Vinyl Siding * Seamless Gutters
¢ Replacement Windows ¢ Roofing

FREE ESTIMATES < FULLY INSURED

. 30 Auburn St., Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-5981

Honest Sales, Superior Workmanship and Service.
Offer Lifetime warranty on our siding and window products.
Complete line of vinyl siding, windows and doors, and roofing products.

ROOFING

Full line of roofing shingles manufacturers:
* CertainTeed

*GAF

WINDOWS

The only authorized Harvey Building Products
Elite Dealer in the area.

Window Certification as being a Master
Installer by the AAMA

*Vinyl and Wood Replacement Windows
*New Construction Windows

Capitol Siding Company has been in business for over
70 years with over 23,000 satisfied customers. Our
customers can expect consistent product quality and
skillful performance from our sales staff and trained

* Energy-Star Rated
Lifetime warranty including accidental glass
breakage and seal failures.

professional installers. We deliver service and value.

TCerlified f-f HABVEY Corpifeed® _i!

BEB.
Check us out on the web: www.capitolsiding.com [+=x]

Sophia Francis, Natalie Gauthier,
Emmary Gustafson, Mary-Jane
Hall, Ethan Hamilton, Victoria
LaMountain, Chloe Lavallee, Lily
Margoupis, Samantha Marrier,
Olivia Martinez, Keigan Mcilvaine,
Agnes Molloy, Kaliyana Padilla,
Joseph Peters, Noah Poirier, Di-
onne Quarshie, Isabelle Richmond,
Jayden Rosado, Alexander Skeates,
Ava St. Peter, Jameson Tyrrell, Jude
Worden

Grade 7 - Cameron Aquafresca,
Lilah Archambeault, Gemma
Balboni, Dylan Barberio, Marina
Biancaniello, Olivia Boulette,
Haley Capistran, Hailey Cicerchia,
Noah Durand, Brielle Fournier,
Ava Graika, Sophia Meneguzzo,
Maxwell Palaia, Pedro Paniagua,
Sophia Renaud, Hunter Rodriguez,
Rhegan Stopyra, Parker Tyrrell,
Anabelle Watters,

Grade 6 - Clayton Almstrom,
Saige Angell, Diego Aponte,
Charles Augustynski, Kaylee Au-
gustynski, Logan Barnes, Hayden
Bates, Jack Belmore, Narta Berisha,
Brianna Borelli, Emile Bourbeau
IV, Gavin Brown, Bradley Bush,
Riley Capistran, Briella Caracciolo,
Kyle Case, Amber Conway, Kaiden
Corriveau, Olivia Daoust, Anthony
Degaetano, Kendall Donnelly,
Joshua George, Ethan Gustafson,
Kellen Harrison, Travis Kogbe,
Mason Livingston, Brooke Mastro-
matteo, Joseph Menke, Ava Mon-
talvo, Caroline Montalvo, Beowulf
Morin, Landon Morris, Brandon
O’Connor, Tianna Parker, Matthew
Peck, Tessa Peloso, Mason Roux,
Elijah Sims, Jr. Mia St. Peter, Briley
Todd, Aislyn White

GIFTS -

—

iy

CRAFTWORKS

VARG -

‘5. -. e — ——
STMAIN ST., NORTHBOROUGH, MA e
(508) 393-9435 « (RAFTWORKSCOOP.COM!' @5Ee

FIND JOY IN FIBER
ARTS AFTER THE
HOLIDAY LETDOWN

CLASSESD

If you're seeking solace,
creativity, and purpose
during the post-holiday
season, take up a fiber
art!

With yarn and knitting
needles or crochet hooks,
you can create not just
art, but also peace and
purpose. Fiber arts are
tools for mindfulness,
connection, and renewal.
So embrace the season’s
stillness and craft some-
thing beautiful!

MENTION THIS
AD FOR $10 OFF

CHASE

D.A. Early Offers Safe
Prom and Graduation
Program Funding

Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. is
offering

funding for safe post-prom and
post-graduation events designed
to keep students from driving
impaired.

“Prom and graduation are
major milestones that deserve to
be celebrated, but too often we see
young people engaging in risky
behavior following these events,’
DA Early said. “We've been proud
to help fund post-prom and post-
graduation programs year after
year. We know that life can change
in the blink of an eye, and we want
to do everything we can to prevent
a tragedy

before it occurs. We will con-
tinue to offer these funds to help
provide students with the fun and
safe events they deserve”

The grant program has sup-
ported these events, organized and
overseen by adults, which offer safe
drug- and alcohol-free alternatives
to the high-risk activities that often

F or the seventh year, District

follow end of the year celebrations
for high school students.

Now in its seventh year, the
program annually awards funds
to support events in more than 20
different schools across Worcester
County.

District Attorney Early felt it
was vital to continue supporting
these prevention programs and
is utilizing his Drug Forfeiture
Reinvestment Program this year.
Funding to support these grants
was previously provided by the
Massachusetts Office of Victim
Assistance Drunk Driving Trust
Fund.

Schools and parent groups can
apply for these grants to either
support existing events or to assist
in establishing new events.

Applications for funding re-
quests are due by Feb. 14, 2025. To
request a grant

application, contact Julia
Baronowski at Julia.baronowski@
mass.gov

Worcester State
University Dean’s List

AUBURN:

Brittany C. Andrews, Brendon
S. Bailey, Alec R. Borelli, Kaitlyn
M.Brindle, Hannah M. Brown,
Bradley J. Burroughs, Kyle M.
Callaghan, Bryan M. Cavanaugh,
Jacqueline Cetrone, Eireni Chatzo-
poulos, Nicole A. Clemente, Me-
gan D. Crosbie, Kali N. Day, Owen
C. Despres, Savannah G. Devine,
Sara E. Dowd, Emily A. Dupuis,
Sage E Friedland, Alexander
Hearnlaye, Emily R. Henry, Erika J.
Hernandez, Nicole Leas, Brendan
M. Lee, Nathan S. Lewos, Elefteria
Liti, Julia G. Mathews, Christena
Mena, Peter Morales, Raechel F.
Nash, Victor M. Pacheco, James
D. Phillips, Tyler J. Ross, Brendan
J. Slomski, Zachary M. Stomski,
Lolitha Tiako Feukam, Vivian T.

Tran, Nicolas Vanegas, Jonathan
W. Walsh, Thomas W. Willette,
Abagail J. Zicuis, David R. Zona

NORTH OXFORD:

Liam J. Conlon, Samuel O.
Fonseca, Julia Obrycki, Chantal E.
Ravenelle

OXFORD:

Sean R. Allen, Mary A. Alliy,
Isabella R. Capuano, Giovanni Ca-
siano, Olivia Clarkson, Alexander
L. Duval, Charles Q. Fox, Brooklin
G. Joubert, Victoria Lemay, Tren-
ton K. Lovejoy, Ellie M. Makow-
iecki, Kathryn E. McFarland, Kyle
P. McGown, Kaylynn E. Nolan,
Isabella M. Padilla, Michael J. St.
Germain

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil (intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how
impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving
please the Heart of God.

Believer




BVT Student Presidential

Scholars Candidate

lackstone Valley Regional
B Vocational Technical High
School (BVT) Superin-

tendent-Director Dr. Michael
E Fitzpatrick is proud to an-
nounce Christopher E. Joiner of
Grafton as a 2025 candidate for
the prestigious U.S. Presidential
Scholars Program. Candidates are
selected based on academic per-
formance, standardized test scores,
and contributions to their schools
and communities. Only a select
number of students’ nationwide
progress to the finalist stage.

Chris, a senior in the Bio-
technology program, has proven
himself to be an extraordinary stu-
dent who demonstrates academic
excellence, leadership, service, and
honorable character. His achieve-
ments include membership in
BVT’s National Honor Society and
National Technical Honor Society,
serving as the president of both
societies. Named most outstand-
ing English, Math, and Chemistry
student for earning the highest
class grade. A silver medalist in the
SkillsUSA Biotechnology Knowl-
edge Bowl State Competition.

Chris is an enthusiastic school
community member who par-
ticipates in many extracurricular

organizations. He is actively
involved in the LEO Club, Student
Council, and SkillsUSA, having
served as a delegate. He volunteers
at Project Just Because (a local
non-profit that helps families attain
basic necessities) and Pawfect Life
Rescue (a local animal shelter).
His self-motivation extends to
independently studying multiple
Advanced Placement courses to
challenge himself academically
while employed through BVT’s
Cooperative Education program
at UMass Chan Medical School,
where he helps conduct novel
Down syndrome research.

Having gained valuable in-
dustry experience, Chris intends
to further his career training by
studying biomedical engineering
at a four-year college, earning a
master’s degree and then entering
the industry. He aspires to start his
own neural prosthetics company;,
focusing on minimally invasive
neural prosthetics. This career path
aligns perfectly with his passion for
helping others, advancing science,
and applying creativity to design
life-changing medical devices.

On behalf of the school com-
munity, Dr. Fitzpatrick is proud to
recognize Chris and the many ac-
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complishments and contributions
that have led to his nomination
for this distinguished recognition,
which will ultimately lead him to
an incredibly bright future.

About Blackstone Valley Re-
gional Vocational Technical High
School (BVT):

Blackstone Valley Regional
Vocational Technical High School
serves the towns of Bellingham,
Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton,
Hopedale, Mendon, Milford, Mill-
bury, Millville, Northbridge, Sut-
ton, Upton, and Uxbridge. Located
in the heart of the Blackstone Val-
ley, BVT creates a positive learning
community that prepares students
for personal and professional suc-
cess in an internationally com-
petitive society through a fusion of
rigorous vocational, technical, and
academic skills. For more informa-
tion about the school, visit www.
valleytech.k12.ma.us.

CALL TO GET A QUOTE TODAY!

508-533-4588 ¢ ourtownpublishing.com
printing@ourtownpublishing.com

¢ Licensed in House Technicians
(NO subcontracting)
¢ 0il Tank Installations

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
¢ Automatic Delivery
* Fuel Assistance Accepted

The Auburn Public Library is now

fine-free!

tarting February 11, 2025, the
Auburn Public Library is no

longer be charging late fees for
the overwhelming majority of its
items if they are returned over-
due. Aslong as you return a book,
DVD, music CD, etc. undam-
aged, there will be no overdue fee
charged no matter how late the
item is. Not only that, but any old
overdue fines that still remain on
patron accounts will be waived.
Have you been hesitating to use
the library because of an ancient
fine on your account? Feel free to
swing by the library and we'll be
happy to wipe the slate clean!

Pool Cover
Repairs

Over 34 years of service
in the community

www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

SEconomyCanvas'& Awning Co:

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and
Related Products

* Full Awning Service -
Installation, Removal & Cleaning
* Manufacture &

Repair All Canvas Products

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

508-765-5921

WHAT WILL NO LONGER RESULT IN
AFINE?

o Returning a book late

« Returning a DVD or Blu-ray
late

« Returning a music CD or
audiobook CD late

« Returning a magazine late

o Returning items borrowed
from other libraries late (as long as
they are returned at Auburn)
WHAT MAY STILL RESULT IN A FINE?

« Returning a museum pass late

« Returning a Library of Things
item late

o Returning a library item dam-
aged or missing a piece

« Losing/failing to ever return a
library item

Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge,
Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Library is no longer charging fines,
please do try to return items on
time so that other patrons can enjoy
them.

OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

* Burner Service (Free Estimates)
L -
We do NOT add biofuel to our product s 5 ¢ oFr :
! 1
DELIVERY AREAS s :

. MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Chariton,

*Even though the Auburn Public Cherry Vally, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North | PEI:)]“; I;I;:.'ON 1
! 1
: :
! 1
! 1

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

¢ Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment

¢ Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation

* Nursing & Personal Care

¥ ° Medication Administration
| ° Recreation: Social Groups,
Exercise, Current Events,
Gross motor/Cognitive Games,
Music, Bowling, Billiards

* Nutritional Meals

e Transportation Services
(DOOR TO DOOR)

A
g CCOTI d

ADULT DAY CENTER
10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

n www.accorddaycenter.com
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Annual Hairfest Rerurning to Indian Ranch in July

he annual Hairfest is set to
Ttake place at Indian Ranch

in Webster, MA on Satur-
day, July 19, 2025. The show will
feature tributes to all of your
favorite 80’s bands. This year’s
lineup includes Empire (Queen-
sryche Tribute), Shot Of Poison
(Poison Tribute),Ozzmosis (Ozzy
Osbourne Tribute), and Beyond
Purple (Tribute to Deep Purple,
Whitesnake, Dio and Rainbow).
Tickets go on-sale this Satur-
day, February 22nd at 10:00 AM
at www.indianranch.com.

Hailed as THE Most Authen-
tic Queensrjche Tribute, EM-
PIRE brings you the amazing music
of one of the leaders of the progres-
sive metal scene of the late 1980s/
early 1990>s. This talented group
of renowned New England based
musicians has been entertaining

large crowds to rave reviews for
years. EMPIRE performs Opera-
tion: Mindcrime, one of the greatest
heavy metal concept albums of all
time, as well as other hits including

“Silent Lucidity;” “Jet City Woman,”

“Queen Of The Reich,” “Another
Rainy Night,” and many more. Don't
miss EMPIRE-THE Most Authentic
Queensriche Tribute.

Shot of Poison is a group of
talented, veteran, rock musicians
whosve created the world>s best
tribute to the 35th anniversary of
the greatest, hard-rocking, glam-
slam party band ever - Poison. Shot
of Poisoms intention is to bring
audiences the look and sound
they expect, to make the very best
modern-day Poison experience.
Few tribute artists have achieved
such world-stage exposure. At-
tention to detail, both aural and

We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and
Board Certified Hearing
Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing
Test Drive.

for hearing aid coverage. We are a prowder

for most major insurance companies.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 *« PUTNAM, CT

Let us check your Medicare supplement

“® www.amplisound.com

visual, has been critical to this
success, and includes accurate
impersonations of each Poison
member with wardrobe accurate
to Poisonys 2017-18 tours, CO2 jet
effects, an interactive video show,
balloon drops, rose give-aways,
choreographed movements, and
big audience interaction.

Are you an Ozzy fan? Then
get ready to rock! The members
of Ozzmosis take great pride in
creating the next best thing to a
live Ozzy performance that trans-
ports you through time to experi-
ence the energy of Ozzy Osbourne
capturing his solo career from
Randy Rhoads to Zakk Wylde. As
the song says, “You can’t kill rock-
n-roll, it’s here to stay!” Ozzmosis
proves it every time. Join them on
this journey of classic metal and
relive the complete Ozzy phenom-
enon.

Beyond Purple creates a dynam-
ic journey through the timeless
music of Deep Purple, Whitesnake

Rainbow & DIO. With authentic
vocals, commanding performances
and that unmistakable sound,
Beyond Purple’s fast growing repu-
tation as THE 80’s Rock tribute ex-
perience, has propelled them onto
the top-ranking concert stages and
festivals across North America. The
band faithfully re-creates the vivid
experience of live, high-energy
music from what many consider to
be RocK’s greatest era.

Indian Ranch offers music lovers
a chance to see some of the great-
est country, classic rock and pop
bands steps from Lake Chargog-
gagoggmanchauggagoggchaubuna-
gungamaugg. Nestled between pine
trees, the amphitheater offers the
ability to see the stage from any-
where in the audience. More than
a concert venue, Indian Ranch
opened Samuel Slater’s Restaurant
and is also home to the Indian
Princess paddlewheeler and Indian
Ranch Campground. Tickets are
on sale now for Tesla on June 1st,

Get The Led Out on June 6th, Let’s
Sing Taylor on June 22nd, Little
River Band on July 6th, Rumours:
The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac Trib-
ute Show on July 20th, Yachtley
Crew on July 24th, Jake Owen and
Uncle Kracker on July 27th, The
Concert: A Tribute to ABBA on
August 3rd, and Tyler Hubbard on
August 18th. More shows will be
announced soon.

Tickets for Hairfest on Saturday,
July 19, 2025 go on-sale Saturday,
February 22, 2025 at 10:00 AM.
Gates open at 11:00 AM and show-
time is 12:00 PM. Tickets are avail-
able online at www.indianranch.
com, by calling 1-800-514-ETIX
(3849) or at the Indian Ranch
Box Office. All events are rain or
shine. No refunds. Indian Ranch
is located at 200 Gore Road in
Webster, MA outside of Worcester
and less than an hour’s drive from
Boston, Providence, Hartford and
Springfield. For more information,
visit www.indianranch.com.

Full Circle Moment for

New Trustee also Foundation President

been appointed to serve. His

experience in governance
and history with QCC brings a
new dynamic that is so needed
during these challenging times. We
welcome his refreshing perspective
that energizes all of us in mov-
ing the college ahead,” said Board
Chair Dr. Linda Maykel.

Gushi came to the U.S. from Al-
bania at age 18 and two weeks later
started his first semester at QCC.
With his sights set on a bachelor’s
degree in engineering, Gushi made

Y/ I am thrilled that Jorgo has

ase visit our web5|te or, Facebook pa 'age forour, full

&.s. "'*:';‘“i

Please call
174-449-8333
for reservations, |

take-out or
| reservation online

308lakeside.com

m
Je R WP

the decision to obtain an associate
degree at QCC and then transfer
to Worcester Polytechnic Institute
(WPI), where he earned both a
bachelor’s and a master’s degree.

While a QCC student, Gushi
was elected as the president of the
Student Government Associa-
tion and the chair of the Student
Advisory Council to the Massachu-
setts Board of Higher Education.
He advocated to advance open
educational resources and cham-
pioned a successful campaign that
changed a state law, which now
allows part-time students to run
for student trustee positions. His
advocacy extended to shaping the
MA Department of Higher Educa-
tion’s 10-year Strategic Plan for
Racial Equity. In 2022, he received
citations from the Massachusetts
Governor’s Office, State Senate, and
House of Representatives for his
higher education advocacy work.
He also received a WPI GOLD
Award for community outreach
and inclusion.

Gushi is currently a technical

MASTER PLUMBER
I LIC. NO. 9216

I%tééeq Plumbing & Heating, Tnc.

. ' PLUMBING * HEATING * GAS FITTING ANY
BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

| RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL :
(508) 234-3649 i

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

DISGOUNT  nanoicap |

OCCAlum

account manager at MathWorks,
a global company specializing in
technical software for engineers
and scientists.

“QCC changed the trajectory
of my life,” said Gushi. “As an im-
migrant, it gave me the opportu-
nity, community and foundation
for success. Now, as a trustee and
Foundation president, I'm hon-
ored to give back by supporting
students, expanding opportunities
and ensuring that everyone who
walks through QCC'’s doors feels
empowered to chase their dreams,
justas I did”

Quinsigamond Community Col-
lege provides high quality, afford-
able higher education in Worcester
County. As a regional leader in edu-
cation and workforce development,
QCC serves the diverse educational
needs of Central Massachusetts by
providing affordable, accessible and
high quality programming leading
to transfer, career and lifelong learn-
ing. Visit www.QCC.edu to learn
more.

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

SENIORS |
VETERANS ;

(one per
household)
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Auburn Senior Center Activities

Mondays 10 a.m.

Senior Sweat with Dr. Cler-
mont, $3. Empasizes balance,
stretching and strengthening. Also
posture, coordination and work-
ing essential muscle groups.

Mondays 11 a.m.

Taiji (aka Tai Chi) $3 Certified
instructor George Chase includes
slow, rhythmic patterns of move-
ment.

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 a.m.

Chair Dance $3 with Forty Ar-
royo, instructor. Seated exercise
with upbeat music.

Tuesdays 11 a.m.

Gentle Flow Yoga $3. With cer-
tified fitness instructor Angie L.
Lavache. Slow-paced for strength,
flexibility, mobility and holding
postures.

Tuesdays 1 p.m.

Classic Cardio Blast $3 with
Angie Lavache. Classic strength
training, balance, mobility and
flexibility.

Wednesdays and Fridays 10
a.m.

Strength & Balance $3 With
Lin Hultgren Ace certified fitness
instructor. Strengthen and tone
your body while improving yor
mobility.

Wednesdays 1:30 p.m.

American Sign Language.

No fee. Learn ASL with Laurie
McGarry and her service dog
Princess.

Thursdays 1 p.m.

iPad Club. No fee. Join us as we
socialize and investigate the world
of iPad and iPhone apps.

Fridays 11 a.m.

Meditation Class with Usha
Verma. No fee. Positive effects on
health, well-being, sleep problems,
chronic pain, anxiety and depres-
sion.

Fridays 12 p.m.

Quilting. No fee. No experience
necessary. We adapt to whatever
skill levels students bring to class.

« Canasta — Mondays 12:45 p.m.
$2

o Adult Coloring Club - Mon-
days 10:30 a.m.

o Cribbage - Wednesdays at 6
p.m.

o Bridge - Fridays 12:45 p.m.
Saurdays once a month

» Walking Club - Every Mon-

day and Wednesday 9 a.m. at
Auburn Mall.

o Knit and Stitch - Monday 10
a.m., Wednesday 9 a.m. Make
new friends while working on
your project.

o Tech Clinic - Wednesdays
(check calendar) 11 a.m. Hav-
ing trouble or questions with
computers, phones or tablets,
stop in.

« BINGO - Thursdays 12:45
p.m.

« Pitch - Wednesdays, 1 p.m.
and Fridays 6:30 p.m.

Chat with Auburn Police Of-
ficers. Join officers for lunch or
coffee and dessert on the second
Thursday of the month, March 13,
at 12 p.m.

Blood Pressure Clinic on the
first Monday of the month, March
3 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. No
charge.

Grief and Loss Support Group.
Tuesday, March 18 at 1:30 p.m.
Call 508-832-7799 to register.

Men’s Club Tuesday, March 11
at 9 a.m., drop-in program.

Senator Moore’s Office Hours at
9:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 5.

Caregiver Support Group for
those caring for a loved one with

Alzheimers or dementia. Second
Monday of the month, March 10.
From 1-2:30 p.m. at the Auburn
Senior Center. Guest speakers,
information about community
resources. For more information.
Call Usha Verma, Outreach, at the
Senior Center 508-832-7799.

Veterans Agent Coffee Hour
with David Adams, third Monday
of the month March 17 at 9 a.m.

SHINE Appointments - a state
program that provides free health
information. Make an appoint-
ment with Patrick Morris at the
Senior Center, 508-832-7799.

The Auburn Senior Center and
the WRTA offer a transit service
for the residents of Auburn who
are age 60 and over and for people
with disabilities of all ages. This is
a shared ride service that will pick
you up at your home. The van may
make stops to pick up/drop oft
other passengers while you are on
the way to your destination. Call
the WRTA 508-752-9283 to set up
an account and schedule service.

Programs - Please RSVP to
508-832-7799 if you plan to at-
tend

Karaoke with Bruce- Come sing

your heart out, Monday. March
3 at 1 p.m. Jpoin us for fun and
songs.

Longevity Movement - Wednes-
day, March 5 at 1 p.m. Who wants
to live forecer? Dr. Clermont
explains it all for you.

Sam’s Stems Flower Arranging
Class - Wednesday, March 12 at
1 p.m. Cost $15, due at registra-
tion. A hands-on class. Included:
flowers and materials, step-by-step
instruction with an experienced
florist, perfect for all skill levels.

Central Mass. singer-songwriter
Stephen George will entertain
with oldies, pop, fold, Christian
and Country genres, Monday
march 17 at 1 p.m.

The Magic of Steve Charette
- Monday March 24 at 1 p.m.
Comedy, magic and mentalism.
Incredible sleight of hand, quick
wit and endearing personality.

Easter Crafts with Brookdale
Eddy Pond - Wednesday, March
26 at 1 p.m. Free class.

Nancy Marshall -Singer/song-
writer, musician and teacher at
Berklee College of Music enter-
tains us on Monday, March 31 at
1 p.m.

Coming April 2025

Ho%@%%den

Reach thousands of local readers
focused on enhancing their indoor &
outdoor living spaces when you
advertise in our Spring Home
Improvement & Garden Guide.

REACH NEARLY 170,000
WITH BOTH ZONES

Coming April 2025
Reservation Deadline: March 6, 2025

Reserve your space today by contacting
Christine Hodecker at 508-769-8432
or by email at
chrishodecker@theyankeexpress.com

TheYankeeXpress
= BLACKSTONE VALLEYXpress

S — localtownpagesiMl
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SPORTS

Twin Record Holders

BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

am and Kyle McLaughlin
have been playing baseball

just about their entire lives. As
twins it only made sense that one
(Kyle) would be a pitcher and the
other (Cam) would be his battery
mate behind the plate calling the
pitches. Around the sixth grade

Cam was looking for something
different to take part in and discov-
ered running.

“Ijust fell in love with it right
from the beginning. It was some-
thing to do by yourself,” he said.

“It was an escape that allowed me
to clear my mind; never thought it
would take me as far as it has”

As the twins entered Auburn
High School, Cam was enticed to
join the cross-country team to help
him get fit for the baseball season,
although he was apprehensive
about it at first.

“I was really not sure about it;
going from 1.5 miles to 3.1 miles
on the high school level, but I have
not regretted doing it at all,” he said.
“As a freshman it was daunting to
be told to run as fast as you can
for 3 miles. I had no confidence in
myself whatsoever”

During that season he continued

to shave time off every time he ran
and now as he end his senior year
he finds his personal best time
sitting at 17:15 for the 5K. As he
continued to get better over the
years he realized that running was
something that he could pursue in
college and has since committed to
Central Connecticut State Univer-
sity to run track and field for the
Blue Devils.

Having participated in cross-
country and baseball his freshman
year at Auburn High School, he
decided to try running track during
the winter season his sophomore
year. Although he found running
inside in an enclosed place with
people all around him something
very different thant running by
yourself in the woods, he did find a
few events in which he could excel.
His main event was the 1000m, in
which he ran in 2:41.49 to set the
school record and was also part of
the 4x800 relay team, running the
anchor that raced off to another
school record finishing the event
in 8:48.59. Cam also has a personal
best time of 10:45 in the 2-mile for
the Rockets.

“Getting the record was really
cool, not a lot of people can say
that they have a school record.
Although I only broke it by a mil-

lisecond the first time I have since
broken it two more times,” he said.
“Getting the record in the relay
during our very last race of the year
was awesome. To cross the line with
a group of guys you've run with all
year was really special, especially
since they were all seniors and I
was the only junior when we broke
it”

Much like his twin brother, Kyle
decided to join track during his
sophomore year to help his baseball
career.

“I felt that I have always been fast
and athletic on the baseball field;
track was a good way to expand my
athleticism,” he said. “That sopho-
more year I figured I'd do the dash
as I was quick and had no endur-
ance to run distance events.

Auburn Track Coach Steve
Quitadamo had no idea where Kyle
would fit in or if for that matter
what he would be able to do, but
then he had a brainstorm.

“I'had three senior hurdlers who
would be graduating and I knew
that wed be in trouble the next year
so I asked him if he want to give it
a shot,” the coach said. “Kyle took it
on and the rest is history”

At first the then sophomore
found running and jumping over
hurdles was difficult and something
he was unsure if he could do, but
after working on perfecting the
event he was all in.

“It was very challenging with
the technique of getting over the
hurdle the hardest part. You need
to perfect going over the hurdle or
you'll trip and fall,” he said. “It took
me basically my entire sophomore
year to get things down, but once I
did it came easy to me”

During his junior campaign,
he had a breakout season with the
event and eventually ran in the
New Balance Nationals. Although
he didn’t perform his best, he was
happy to get the opportunity to go
and is looking to improve upon his
first performance this year.

During his three seasons
running indoor track for Coach
Quitadamo, Kyle has been able
to up his brother by capturing six
Auburn and two league records. He
holds the school and SWCL record
in both the 55-meter dash (6.3
seconds) and the 55-meter hurdles
with a time of 7.6 seconds. He also
holds the records for the 50-yard
dash (5.7), 50-yard hurdles (6.7),
the long jump (21’9”) and the pen-
tathlon with a total of 3193 points.

“Having six school records and
two league records is a really cool
achievement. To get a record in ev-
ery event that I take part in is actu-
ally crazy;” he said. “I never thought
about records when I joined track,

never mind going to Nationals”
The first record to drop for Kyle
was the 55-meter hurdles and he
remembers the moment the coach
told him after the race that he had

broken the record; it was a great
moment. Later that junior year he
grabbed the school record in the
long jump.

“I've got to thank Coach Q;
he put me into the hurdles and
thought that I would be good in
the long jump, he was right on both
decisions,” Kyle said. “Knowing that
I was fast and could jump he had a
feeling I'd do good. During my very
first jump I broke the school record
and have since rebroken it.”

Much like learning the specific
techniques to get over the hurdles
he had to learn the proper tech-
niques with the long jump event. In
taking the school record in the pen-
tathlon (hurdles, long jump, high
jump, 1000 and shot-put) he knew
that he had a shot of doing well.

“This was the first time that I
took part in the pentathlon, it was
fun but challenging,” he said. “I
went into it knowing that I was
good in most of the events, so I'd
come out with a decent score, but
never thought it would be a record-
breaking score”

According to Coach Quitadamo
the two are not only very close but
they push one another to get better
and are very coachable athletes.
Together the twins have been able
to accumulate eight Auburn track
and field records. While Cam will
be attending college for track and
field in Connecticut next fall, Kyle
will take his pitching and outfield
talents to play baseball for the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts in Boston.

And although they have more
records than they could have ever
imagined, each knows the other is
the best in his particular events.

“Kyle will win the shorter races
any day, but if you add just a little
distance I'll beat him every single
time,” Cam said, “You really can't
compare us, we both take part in
different events.”

Kyle echoed his twin bother’s
sentiment adding that he has no
chance whatsoever with long dis-
tance and he'll leave that to Cam.

With the track season winding
down, the twins will be on the base-
ball diamond one last time together
as pitcher and catcher for the Rock-
ets, looking to add a championship
to their resume.
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Wee Witches of Chatfield Hollow

BY THOMAS DAGOSTINO

itches in New England were
erry common in the days

of old. Connecticut had
more than its share wandering
among the village folks, sometimes
anonymously or in the case of
Goody Wee, very well known. Kill-
ingworth’s Goody Wee lived just
outside the village with her daugh-
ter Betty, who was also known to
work in the dark arts.

The farmer’s of Killingworth
sought good wood for their fences
and pens and the only place to
find the best timber was in Cedar
Swamp, the home of Goody and
Betty Wee. The two enchantresses
lived in a small cottage in a valley
called “Goody Wee’s Crotch.”

The two witches would de-
mand money, gifts, or favors from
the farmer who wished to haul
his load of wood. If someone at-
tempted to take a load of wood or
split rails from the forest without
paying their due, the load would
continually fall off the cart before
the poor transgressor could ascend
the hill successfully to the main
road. Many swore that the witches
had help from the devil in their
ploy to make such an otherwise

effortless task almost impossible.

Even the local wives had their
run ins with Goody and Betty. If
the Wees showed up at one’s door,
it was more than wise to give them
what they wished, which was usu-
ally milk, bread, cloth, or other
necessities the two sought for daily
living. If they were refused, they
would curse the churns that made
butter and cheese, thus leaving the
home with spoiled milk and no
such provisions until their wish
was fulfilled.

For many years the people
of Killingworth were subject to
Goody and Betty Wee’s powerful
enchantments. When they passed,
the townsfolk figured they were
relieved of the minions of the
dark one, but were wrong. For
even now, when the dark sets in
upon the area of the town, there
are reports of two ghosts roaming
the valley where Goody and Betty
lived. The forms of the two females
are still watching over their do-
main that they once ruled with an
evil eye, and according to the old
folk, the help of the devil.

The following account will be
of interest to the reader. ].B. Beer’s
History of Middlesex County, pub-
lished in 1884, page 428, contains

a letter written by Martin Lord to
Henry Hull. Martin Lord was a
respected resident of Killingworth
and lived on Roast Meat Hill Road.
Henry Hull was the Town Clerk
and served in that office for 49
years. In the letter, Lord relates
several events in Killingworth’s
history including the legend of the
witches. He wrote:

“In regard to the witches, I
know nothing about them, only
what I have heard, and perhaps
that is as much as any one ever
knew. I cannot give the name of
the one that lived in Lane District.
It has been reported, over and
over again, about witches liv-
ing in Chatfield Hollow. The old
woman’s name was Goody Wee,
and her daughter’s name was
Betty Wee. There is a cut between
the hills a little northeast of the
Leander Watrous place, which has
for nearly or quite a century been
called  Goody Wee’s Crotch! Un-
doubtedly, it was named after the
supposed witch. It was formerly
reported, the above named witches
made their neighbors considerable
trouble. For instance, they would
enter the cream so it could not be
worked into butter, and perform,
according to the legends, other

equally strange feats. It was said a
person could not reach the top of
Cedar Swamp Hill with a load of
rails, as they would all slide out of
the cart, by the agency of witches.
Those things were imagined before
Webster’s Spelling Book and Beck-
with’s Almanac were published.
The witches aforesaid are declared
to have been seen riding through
the air on broom sticks. I have
never learned how they sat on
them. I do not think of anything
more in particular to write”

“Yours Most Respectfully, “M.
Lord”

Lord’s writing provides some
clues, including an approximate
timeline of when the witches were

in Killingworth. Noah Webster
first published his American Spell-
ing Book in 1783, concluding that
the accounts must have taken place
before then. The witches lived in a
cut in the hills northeast of Lean-
der Watrous. The Watrous house
still stands on Champlin Road.
Northeast of the house would put
them in Chatfield Hollow or on

an old road that ran south from
where the entrance to Chatfield
Hollow Park now is. The road ran
along a stream between hills which
may have been the “crotch” The
“Hill” was probably the steep hill
coming out of Chatfield Hollow to
where a traffic circle now resides.

Lulu's

GEMS«IJEWELRY+CRYSTALSGIFTS

1223 PROVIDENCE ROAD « WHITINSVILLE, MaA 01588
LULUSGEMSGIFTS.COM
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BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

day of January, topping the
month off with sweet inspira-
tion.

Readers may recall last year’s
birthday bust, when I found a
deep scratch on his neck, the
result of a rare encounter with an
opossum. I rushed him to the vet
and poor Luke had to wait half
the day for song and celebration.
This year, I wasn’t taking any
chances. I gave Luke two celebra-
tions, the first of which has made
headlines here.

We headed to his friend Obi’s
house, pup cakes and a numeral
three candle packed. “We're going
to Obi’s house to have a party,
Luke!” He popped his head from
the travel crate sunroof and
searched the streets for Obi. Dogs
live in the moment. “I hear my
friend’s name. I know what he
looks like. But where is he?” Cars,
storefronts, other dogs walking
with owners, and shops passed
us by like a scene from a movie.
Luke perked his ears to the sight
of other dogs. Where was Obi?

“LUKE!N!” Obi was on the
opposite side of his massive lake
house when we arrived. “THAT’S
OBI'S HOUSE DOWN THERE!
WE HAVE TO GET OUT OF
THE CAR?” I parked, circled to
the back of my vehicle, popped
open the trunk and unzipped the
mesh door. I was just in time.
Luke dove like Superman from
his travel crate, nearly plunging
through the fabric. “TIME TO

Luke’s birthday falls on the last

PARTY!” Both dogs, ecstatic,
reunited in a back yard flanking
Singletary’s frozen lake. “Happy
Birthday, Luke!” Obi greeted

his friend with a head poke and

invitation to play Chase. Dog play

had begun. A dark and light-
colored male rolled, romped,
chased, fought for the blue snake,

cheated, grabbed ears, and teased.

Meanwhile, the moms held mugs
of hot tea by a slider door that
made play far too convenient.
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LIVING WITH LUKE

Luke Turns Three Years Old

hid behind a shrub with the blue
snake. “A frustrated Luke barked.
“It's my turn now!” Obi, kind
to the core, gave up the snake.
After a few more crazy games,
we noticed Luke sniff the frozen
shoreline, testing his boundaries.
A light bulb went off in his head.
“I remember swimming here.
What if I go ice skating instead?”
The ice was, indeed, safe, but
we couldn’t set the precedent
that it would stay that way. The

“We want to come in.”

“We like to be out.”

“It’s time for us to be in”
“Can we go out please?”

“We want to play inside now.”

The life of a Dog Mom is un-
glamorous, especially in January.
We opened and shut the door
dozens of times, letting out heat
and letting in the cold air. We
used damp cloths to skate over
a dirtied floor and filled bowls
of water. “Why did we get a dog
again?” We chatted and chuckled
while our dogs caused trouble.

“Ha ha. You can’t get me here”
Obi, the master of cleverness

appearance of a frozen pond is
deceiving. I imagined for a hor-
rifying second the image of my
curious Luke, on a later day, real-
izing that his paw broke through
and cracked the ice. Hed start to
sink but hed manage to—

“Luke! Come!” Obi’s Mom
commanded the rule with her
sternest of voices. I gushed as my
almost three-year-old dog rushed
toward her voice. “Today is my
birthday and I am so aiming to
please!!” The choice to behave
called for cake. I put the pup
cakes on a plate, and lit Numeral
Three. The flame quivered, as
though aware of Luke’s pressing
stare. He didn’t sit at my heels.

He was nearly on top of them,
following the flame’s shaky path

as though managing an eye exam.

He lifted his nose to see better. “I
am so worth it”

Something about his energy
(intrusive, stalking) made me
nervous. Luke wasn’t a jumper,
or a counter surfer. But birthday
cupcakes were a whole different
animal. What if he jumped on
me and inadvertently caused my
clothes to light on fire?

amyleclaire@hotmail.com
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Decking * Rail\Syste

124 Mam St., Mlllbury
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“Happy Birthday dear Loo-
ewk. Happy Birthday to you!”
Honestly, I couldn’t wait for
the song to be over. I blew the
frightened candle out, tore off the
paper wrapper, and flipped a pea-
nut butter frosted pup cake (one
inhaled in one second) to the
floor. Meanwhile, Obi smacked
his lips sideways as though mak-
ing a llama impression in a game
of charades. “Myyyyyy mmm-
texture of the peanut butter had
caused Obi to eat in slow motion.
Luke noted his friend’s vulnera-
bility and sat like a shark in front
of him. “Momma, I think Obi is
allergic to peanut butter”

“Let him be, Luke,” I chided,
but we did allow Luke to lick the
bowl when Obi was finished.

It’s not every day that your dog
turns three.

Visit Luke at IG
livingwithlukevalentino

Write to Amy
amyleclaire@hotmail.com



The Perks of Buying a Fixer-Upper

is tough right now. But that

doesn’'t mean you have to put
your plans to buy a home on hold.
If you're willing to roll up your
sleeves, or have family members
with the know-how (or hire some-
one who will), buying a house that
needs some work could open the
door to
home-
owner-
ship.
Here's
everything
you need
to know
$0 you can
decide
if this is
the right
move for
you.

What's a fixer-upper? A fixer-

upper is a home that’s livable but
requires some renovations. Think
cosmetic updates like wallpaper
removal and new flooring or more
extensive repairs like replacing a
roof or updating plumbing. While
fixer-uppers need a little TLC,
here’s why they may be worth con-
sidering, especially right now: They
Usually Have a Lower Price Point.

There’s no denying affordability

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Because of the repairs involved,
these homes are usually less expen-
sive up front than move-in-ready
options. Statically, fixer-uppers
come with price tags that are about
29 percent lower, making them a
solid choice if you're having trouble
finding anything in your budget.

Less competition. When you’re
ready to make an offer, you're less
likely to deal with competition
from other buyers who are focused
on move-in-ready homes.

Build equity faster. From choos-
ing how to redo the floors to pick-
ing which cabinets you want in the
kitchen, a fixer-upper allows you to
design a space that fits your needs
and style. Also with smart renova-
tions, you can increase your home’s
value faster and potentially see a
big return on your investment. If
you're a house hunter who’s not
afraid of sweat equity, buying a
fixer-upper could be your opportu-
nity to own a home.

What to know about buying a
fixer-upper. The possibilities that
come with a fixer-upper are excit-
ing, but there are a few things to
think about first. Do you have a
game plan? Consider if you have
the time, skills, or budget to tackle
renovations. Be honest about what
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you can handle yourself, what
you'll need to hire out, and if a
fixer-upper is truly a good fit for
you. Remember, you'll likely be liv-
ing in a construction zone at least
for a little while.

Prioritize the repairs and up-
grades. Don't stress yourself out
thinking you've got to do all the
work up front. Space out renova-
tions over time in a way that makes
sense for your budget and what’s
most important to tackle first.

Location matters too. You want
the money you're spending to fix
up a house to be worth the invest-
ment. So, make sure the home is
in an area with increasing home
values and amenities locals love,
like parks and restaurants.

Get a home inspection. Hir-
ing an inspector to do a thorough
inspection before you buy is a
must. What they find will help
you understand what needs to be
updated, renovation costs, and if
it’s a project you want to take on.
And budget for surprises. Renova-
tions rarely go as planned. So, be
sure to set aside extra money to
cover things like extended repair
timelines, an increase in the cost of
materials, or other unknowns that
may come up.

Mark Riley Headlines Comedy
Night At Slater’s

Special Guests Steve Scarfo And Chris D

omedy returns to Samuel
CSIater’s Restaurant in Webster,
MA on Friday, March 21st,

2025, 7:30 PM featuring Mark Ri-
ley plus special guests Steve Scarfo
and Chris D for a night of laughs.

Mark Riley was born and raised
in Boston (yes, he can sort of
pronounce his "r's") and is one of
the most-booked comedians in
New England. His high energy
and unique perspective on every-
day situations combined with his
sharp observational humor keeps
audiences in stitches. His mate-
rial is always changing so you'll
never see the same show twice.
He connects with audiences in
a unique way and is fearless to
hecklers! Whether you're looking
for a family-friendly show, PG-13,
or R rated, (he draws the line at X
rated) he will deliver laughter.

Steve Scarfo is a 25+ year vet-
eran of the Boston Comedy Scene
and was noticed by The Boston
Globe at his first performance. His
high-energy, real-life approach to
material coupled with his some-
times bizarre viewpoint is sure

to strike a chord in any audience
and keep them in stitches. He has
worked all over New England,
including Comedy Connection in
Boston and Portland, Nick's Com-
edy Stop in Boston, Laugh Boston,
Comix, North Shore Comedy and
Headliners Comedy Clubs, Laugh
New England and with Laugh
Riots Productions.

Chris Dimitrakopoulos aka
Chris D. is a Greek-American
comedian from Peabody, MA.
With his blend of jokes about his
quirky, immigrant family and his
unique perspective on the world
around him, Chris is quickly
becoming one of the nation's ris-
ing, young talents. He has been a
standout at The Beantown Com-
edy Riots, The Boston Comedy
Festival, and The Burbank Com-
edy Festival in LA. In addition
to regularly opening for national
headliners like Juston McKinney
and Lenny Clarke, Chris once held
the prestigious title of "Comic in
Residence" at the famous Comedy
Studio in Cambridge, MA.

Tickets for Comedy Night at

Slater’s with Mark Riley & Guests
on Friday, March 21st, 2025 are
on-sale now at samuelslaters.com.
Doors open at 6:30 PM; show
starts at 7:30 PM. Samuel Slater’s
Restaurant is located at 200 Gore
Road in Webster.

Talk to a lender about financing
options. There are some renovation
mortgages designed for homes that
need a little work. But they may
have requirements like spending
and timeline limits, so talk to a
trusted lender to understand the
fine print.

Fixer-uppers aren’t for everyone,
but if you're open to doing a bit
of work, they can be a great way

to overcome today’s affordability
hurdles and find something in your
budget. With the right mindset and
careful planning, you could turn

a less-than-perfect house into the
perfect home for you. So, if youre
considering taking the plunge, talk
to The Marzeotti Group another
trusted real estate agent about
finding a fixer-upper that fits your
budget and goals.

1W

65 Southbridge Street
Auburn, MA 01501
774-230-3500 « 508-943-6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com
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Maribeth Marzeotti
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Marzeotti Group

MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163

www.MarzeottiGroup.net

* FREE ESTIMATES
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Fred D. Giovaninni

HANDYMAN SERVICE
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* INTERIOR PAINTING
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MA# 155844 INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728 DUDLEY, MA

THOMPSON

Landscaping & Construction

ComMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

SNOW PLOWING ano SANDING

o Leaf Clean-Ups *Drainage *Land Clearing ¢ Excavation

Millbury, MA - 508-523-7790

Ebthompson36@gmail.com * Free Estimates ° Fully Insured
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THE CAR DOCTOR jpaul@aaanortheast.com

Toyota tops Nissan for Reliability

my opinion any Toyota prod-

uct. There is not any car that

rides as well as the Avalon and

it is a shame that Toyota chose

to discontinue it. Any small or
mid-sized SUV is going to ride a
bit more firmly. Even Lexus, the
luxury line of Toyota is quiet but
does ride firm. I would try the
RAV4 again, but this time look for

num. That seems to have more

of the accessories I am used to in
the Avalon. I have not test driven
it yet. We have had Toyotas since
1980, and rarely had trouble, is
Nissan as good mechanically? Can
you please give me your opinion?

I am an 80-year-old
woman who owns a 2014
@ Toyota Avalon, which has

been a great car. I am interested
in buying a new car (am I crazy?),
but I would like a small SUV. Td
like the height. Last year I drove a
Toyota RAV4, found it noisy and
not comfortable. My nephew has
suggested the Nissan Rogue Plati-

The Nissan is a good car,

A @ able as your Avalon or in
(@ -
Lid

but not nearly as depend-

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Bad Credit * No Credit
No Problem
WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

Come Check Out Our Prices!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.

 P———
visA 204 Main Street ¢ Oxford, MA MasiE
- 508-987-0022

* Chip & Crack Repair
* Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

« Certified technicians to your location
* Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,
motor home, windows & sunroofs
* Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
* Fabrication of flat glass
* Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

¢ In-shop service * Free mobile service

* Saturday service

* Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius

¢ Quality workmanship guaranteed

* Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
* Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 - 508-949-1327
Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 12pm

\Visit Us atiroysautoglass.net
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(508) 9% 3-0009
138 West Main St.
Dudley, WA

EVERYTHING FROM
. DAILY DRIVERS
TO CLASSICS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:

Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

<l__4

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

the XLE Premium trim. I would
also look at the Hyundai Tucson
in the Limited trim level. Both are
very good cars and the premium
trim levels take away a little noise.

I brought my 2015 Chev-
rolet Equinox with 37,000
@ miles in for inspection to

a local shop. It passed. After five
miles the check engine light came
on. A local shop diagnosed it with
an air pump failure and quoted
me $700 for the repair. It has been
almost three weeks, and I still do
not have my vehicle back. The
shop says they are having trouble
getting the part. What are your
thoughts on this whole story?

I do not believe the
A inspection had anything
@ to do with the air pump
failure. Regarding the part avail-
ability, it does seem to be available
online at gmparts.com. At this
point I would have a conversa-

tion with the shop and have them
expand their search for the part.

I am looking for an impar-
tial set of eyes on my 2010
©® Honda Insight gas/hybrid

known in my house as “Dinky
White”. “Dink” has 103,000 miles
on it and up to 2022 did not cost a
dime above normal maintenance,
when it has cost about $1,500 in
repairs each of the last two years
(door latches draining the battery
and TPM system issues 2023
and 2024 respectively). Now it is
giving a “Check Emissions” alert.
I had my local shop (a smart guy)
looked and said the catalytic con-
verters are the issue. The problem
is these parts are $3000 each and
there are two. There are also a
couple of sensors that are also rec-
ommended (online research) that
may need replacement. The car is
only worth $3000 on a good day.
Except for the check engine light,
the car runs fine. We are retired
and while not wanting to take on
the cost of a new or fresh off lease
hybrid replacement, we could re-

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner

R.S. #3926

s e

ally use a fresh set of eyes on this
one and we value your opinion
and input.

The sensors which I

A believe are the oxygen sen-

@ sors, are crazy expensive
at over $700 each for Honda parts.
To replace both of the catalytic
converters and both oxygen sen-
sors you could easily spend $6000
using Honda
factory parts.
To me spend-
ing twice the
value of the
car is not a
great invest-
ment. Since
the car runs
well there
might be
an option
recommended by readers. There is
a catalytic cleaner called CATAK-
LEAN. I have never tried it, but
several people have said it works
for lazy converters which your car
seems to have.

BY JOHN PAUL

My friend owns a Subaru
Ascent; he says when
@ active cruise control uses

the brakes to slow his vehicle it
only uses the rear brakes. Is this
correct? Also do the brake lights
come on even though you are not
touching the brake pedal.

Initially yes, the rear

A brakes are used to control

@ speed. Automatic Emer-
gency braking uses all four brakes.
So, if you are on the highway and
a car in front of you slows slightly
the rear brakes engage. If the car
then suddenly stops, and all four
brakes engage. As for the brake
lights, they do illuminate when
the car is using the brakes to slow

down. Just a reminder that all of
these advanced driver assistance

systems do not replace an engaged
driver.

7 Industrial Park West,
Building 2
Oxford, MA 01540

908298751070
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TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING dennis.antonopoulos @edwardjones.com

Consider these moves when
considering a career transition

transition, what financial moves
should you consider? Here are
five things
you need to
know before
making a
move.

I f you are navigating a career

* Know
the money
involved. If
your transi-
tion is due
to a layoff or
early retire-
ment package, you need to un-
derstand how much money you’ll
receive and for how long. Will the
money stop if you accept a new
role, will you accrue sick leave and
vacation time during your transi-
tion and will you be paid for un-
used leave at your final resignation
date. You should also investigate if
you qualify for any programs that
would support you during your
transition.

o Know your benefits pack-
age. Many companies and orga-

BY DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

nizations offer extended benefit
packages for those transitioning
into retirement or being laid off.
For example, the Federal govern-
ment may offer coverage under the
Federal Employees Health Benefits
(FEHB) program, or you can
research programs like the Tem-
porary Continuation of Coverage,
which can last up to 18 months for
separating employees. Regardless
of your situation, doing your re-
search and asking questions about
understanding what programs and
support is available to you is key.

o Know your retirement plan op-
tions. Many Americans have retire-
ment savings in 401Ks and similar
programs. Government employees
use the Thrift Savings Plan (TSP).
You should work with a financial
professional who can explain how
you’'ll be taxed on withdrawals
from these accounts, should you
need them. In some cases, you can
qualify for early retirement and
can avoid the 10% early withdrawal
penalties. If you're transitioning
to a new role, you may have the
option to transfer past accounts

like your TSP to a new employer’s
401(k) if the plan accepts transfers.
Finally, you could roll over your
existing savings plan into an IRA
allowing you to avoid immediate
taxes and potentially providing you
with some attractive investment
options.

 Review your finances and bud-
get. What sources of income can
you count on during this transi-
tion? If you have built an emergen-
cy fund containing several months’
worth of living expenses, you may
need to tap into it. If you were
already nearing retirement age,
you might start drawing on Social
Security, even if it’s earlier than
you planned. If you aren’t near
retirement age, you may be able to
find some part-time work until you
land your next full-time job. At the
same time, you may want to closely
examine your budget to find areas
in which you can cut back. One
of the many free budgeting apps
available online can prove useful in
this area.

« Get some answers — and some
help. You may want to consult with

a financial professional, who can
provide advice and guidance and
help you work toward your short-
and long-term goals.
This can unquestionably be
a challenging time for you. But
by looking at all your options,
drawing on all your resources and
getting some financial advice and
guidance, you can make decisions
that can help you be prepared for
whatever life throws at you.
Edward Jones, its employees,
and financial advisors cannot pro-
vide tax or legal advice. You should

consult your attorney or qualified
tax advisor regarding your situa-
tion.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advisor
at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or den-
nis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Job
change?

Whether retiring or
changing jobs, you'll
want to know your
retirement account
options.

JT s

11 . 1. ‘

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Auburn Students Make

Dean’s Lists

UNIVERSITY OF TAMPA STUDENT
HANNAH SWENSON OF AUBURN
EARNS DEAN’S LIST HONORS
Hannah Swenson, of Au-
burn, earned Dean’s List honors
at University of Tampa for the
Fall 2024 semester. Swenson is a
Junior majoring in Marketing BS.
Students must maintain a GPA of
3.75 or higher to be eligible for
the deanss list. The University of
Tampa is a private, comprehensive
university located on 110 acres on

the riverfront in downtown Tampa.

Known for academic excellence,
personal attention and real-world
experience in its undergraduate
and graduate programs, the Uni-

versity has about 200 programs of
study and serves more than 11,000
students from 50 states and most of
the world’s countries.

THOMAS COWDEN QUALIFIES FOR
DEAN’S LIST AT SETON HALL

Seton Hall University of South
Orange NJ. is pleased to announce
Thomas Cowden of Auburn has
qualified for the Fall 2024 Dean’s
List. After the close of every
semester, undergraduate students
completing all courses with a GPA
of 3.4, with no grades lower than
“C” qualify for the Dean’s List. As
one of the nation’s leading Catholic
universities, Seton Hall has been

~Come Proise "Thee Past Stcd:esmm Of Yore Au ’Iqlg Month! >~

showing the world what great
minds can do since 1856. Home to
more than 10,000 undergraduate
and graduate students and offering
more than 90 rigorous majors, Se-
ton Hall’'s academic excellence has
been singled out for distinction by
The Princeton Review, U.S. News
& World Report and Bloomberg
Businessweek.

There are four potential options for your 401(k) when leaving an employer:
* Leave it in your former employer's 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.

* Move it to your new employer's 401(k) plan, if you've changed
employers and your new employer plan allows for it.

* Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).
= Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works
best for you.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385
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430 Main St., Oxford, MA
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Electric Openers
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Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-type
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers.
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to
news@theyankeexpress.com.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
« Sutton Democrats will host an informa-

The Community Room is located on the
ground floor.

SATURDAY, MARCH 1

« Local quilting legend Holice Turnbow will
give a presentation at the Charlton Public
Library, 40 Main Street from 11 a.m.-12
p.m. Join Holice as he takes you through his
fifty-plus years as a quiltmaker.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2

« The New England Country Music Club will
hold the following dances with live classic
country bands on Sundays at the Progres-
sive Club,18 Whitin Street, Uxbridge. On
March 2, “"Angela West and Showdown” will
play and on Sunday, March 16, “Al Carter &
the Nashville Boys” will provide the music.
Doors open at 12:15 p.m., live music 1-5pm.

Snacks may be brought in, cash bar for
beverages. http://www.facebook.com/
NECountryMusicClub

tional meeting from 7-8:30 p.m. in the
Community Room in the Sutton Police
Department, 489 Central Turnpike, Sutton.

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
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“Images of America, Webster” book
508-943-4900 e 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

FREELANCE
WRITERS NEEDED!

Do you have a talent for engaging
writing that informs and inspires?
We are looking for a local interested in
telling stories important to the area.
If so, Our Town Publishing wants you to
join our team of dedicated journalists.

THURSDAY, MARCH 6

« ValleyCAST, the arts and culture arm of
Open Sky Community Services, will be
exhibiting the 12th Annual Art Palette
Contest at the Spaulding R. Aldrich Heritage
Gallery, 50 Douglas Road, Whitinsville. The
Art Palette Contest features artists of all
ages and abilities who have transformed an
ordinary wooden art palette into a unique
work of art. The opening reception will

be held on Thursday, March 6, 2025, from
5:00-7:30 PM. The community is welcome
and encouraged to attend the free wine and
cheese reception and meet the artists.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8

« At 2 p.m. at the Willard House and Clock
Museum, 11 Willard Street in North Grafton
David G. Gow Scholarship recipient, Patrick
Mont will give a talk on Chelsea Clocks.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11

« The Charlton Senior Center will hold

the Rainbow Café at 4 p.m., a monthly
get-together for LGBTQIA+ community
to have a safe space to gather. The first
meeting was held Feb. 11. Those from other
communities are invited to attend. In the
Senior Center, 37 Main Street (lower level
Town Hall), Charlton. Questions? Contact
michelle.drumm@townofcharlton.net or
call 508-248-2231.

SATURDAY, MARCH 15

« Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce
will host its 25th Anniversary Home & Com-
munity Expo, the top event to promote your
business to local residents and potential
customers. Face to face networking op-
portunities. Bring your best chowder recipe
to“Best of the Valley” Chowder contest.

Compete for 2025 People’s Choice and
2025 Judges’ Choice awards. The event is
being held at Northbridge High School 427
Linwood Avenue, Whitinsville from 10 a.m.
— 2 p.m. For both and contest information,
visit www.BlackstoneValley.org.

+10 a.m. to 1p.m. is Pollinator Meadow
Volunteer Day at Willard House and Clock
Museum. Help us plant trees, bushes and
flowers, 11 Willard Street, North Grafton.

+ St. Peter’s Parish in Northbridge is having
a Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner on Satur-
day, March 15 starting at 5:30 p.m. in the
parish hall. Bring your family and friends
for a wonderful meal and meet some new
friends. Tickets are $17 per dinner and
include potatoes, carrots, salad and dessert.
To go meals will be available for pick up at
5:00pm. All orders must be purchased in
advance by Tuesday, March 11. Please call
the parish office at 508-234-2156 or email
parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org to pur-
chase tickets or if you have any questions.

SUNDAY, MARCH 23

« The Dudley Woman's Club is bringing
back its popular game, “Pocketbook Bingo”
at PACC, 37 Harris Street, Webster. Door
open at 1 p.m. and Bingo starts at 2 p.m.
Ten designer bags to win, raffles, and best
spirit contest for Best Table Décor! Advance
tickets are $35 per person, $40 at the door.
$280 reserves a table. Each ticket includes
a book of 10 Bingo cards with three games
each and one door prize raffle entry. Tickets
available online at www.dudleywoman-
sclub.org/pocketbookbingo.

SATURDAY APRIL 5
- Simon Willard’s Birthday Party from 12 -3
p.m. Willard House and Clock Museum, 11

Willard Street, North Grafton.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12

« Former science teacher David Hagberg talk
on tower clocks and why he has one in his
house. At 2 p.m., Willard House and Clock
Museum, 11 Willard Street, North Grafton.

THURSDAY, APRIL 17

«“Rendevous with Rachel Revere” presented
by History at Play, LLC at Blaxton Hall, 9
Main Street, Sutton at 6:30 p.m. Presented
by the Sutton Historical Society/.

SATURDAY, MAY 17

« The Coast Guard is offering its 2025 Boat
America Course from 9 a.m. — 5 p.m. at the
Webster Fire Department Classroom, 55
Thompson Road, Webster. Contact Public
Education Officer Phil Kubat for registration
or additional information. Call 508-478-
3778 or email phil.uscgaux@verizon.net.
To locate these and other USCG Auxil-

iary course (BA and BS&S) that will meet
certification requirements, visit: https://
www.cgaux.org/boatinged/class_finder/
index.php .

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH
MONTH

- Coin Show at the VFW Post 1385. 13
Cross Road, Uxbridge. 3-7 p.m. Free
Admission, Free Appraisals

Find us on:
facebook.

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post 279

88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

IR G 2 ALL Are Welcome!
T’@SDAY IS.... &C—"é——- Memberzl?ip Not Required!
0 - Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00

RESPONSIBILITIES: Sunday: 11:30-close

« Research and write compelling news stories, features, and columns

- Cover local events, government meetings, and community happenings

- Conduct interviews and develop sources within the community

« Collaborate with editors and other writers to meet deadlines and ensure high-
quality content

- Adapt to digital and print formats, contributing to our online presence

QUALIFICATIONS:

« Proven writing experience, preferably in journalism or related field
« Strong research, interviewing, and storytelling skills

« Ability to meet tight deadlines and manage multiple assignments
« Excellent grammar, punctuation, and attention to detail

- Familiarity with AP style is a plus

« Ability to work independently and as part of a team

« Knowledge of the local area is highly desirable

If interested, please submit writing
samples to proy@yankeeshopper.net

February 21 -
Ed Sullivans
February 28 -
Fender Road

MEAT RAFFLE

EVERY SATURDAY

12:30 -4pm - 6 tables
Don’t Be A Chicken. There’s A Lot At Steak.

. . 5
Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle
Py serving food Tues - Fri: 1 1:00-8:00; Sat. 4:00-8:00
. =g~ Sunday - Monday the kitchen only is closed

Phone: (508) 832-2701
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142
or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

@
..
L] =

Karaoke every Saturday
from 8-11:00 pm

ENTERTAINMENT

purchase from
the Tuttle.
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Maple Days at Sturbridge Village

time admission on select dates in
1d Sturbridge Village is open March, guests can see the entire
O during the winter months sugar-making process, from tap-
with many seasonal programs

and special events happening each ~ learn why maple sugar was more

week. commonly used than maple syrup
Included with standard day-

in early New England. Costumed

ping the trees to “sugaring off,” and

Wharf-rats
and Irishies”: The
Blackstone Canal
and the Story of the

Irish in Worcester

Join us for a talk about the historic Irish community in Worcester
from 2- 3 p.m. on Sunday, March 9 at the Blackstone Heritage Corridor

historians will also cook period
foods made with maple products
and the tinner and cooper will
make maple-related items. Maple
Days go until March 9 from 9:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. In addition, guests
can stop by the Miner Grant Store
and the Ox & Yoke Mercantile

to purchase a variety of maple-
themed items. Find maple syrup,
maple candy, maple-themed books,
maple-scented soaps and lotions,
and more!

Additional winter season events
include walking through his-
toric buildings, engaging with our

costumed historians, and seeing
heritage-breed animals. Guests are
encouraged to reserve tickets in
advance for their date of arrival.
Tickets and more information can
be found online: https://www.osv.
org/event/maple-days/

E FREE ADULT ADMISSI

JENKS PRODUCTIONS LLC PRESENTS THE WORCESTER

MARCH 7-9

DCU CENTER - 50 FOSTER STREET - WORCESTER, MA
FRI 4PM - 8PM . SAT 10AM - 5PM « SUN 10AM - 4PM

POOLS & SPAS I\ %
ETER

TICKETS: ADULTS $10 - SENIORS (65 & over) $8 - KIDS (12 & under) $5

WWW.JENKSPRODUCTIONS.COM

LIMIT ONE PER PERSON. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. NO COPIES. NOT FOR RESALE.
YANKEE EXPRESS

?
4
[ 3
v

. fl 3
) ‘F 21" CENTURY
SPONSORED BY: % (-&I‘(Il n Inm

WORCESTER

Vsitor Center at Worcester, 3 Paul Clancy Way, Worcester. Discover how
it emerged alongside the Blackstone Canal and how they overcame preju-
dice to leave a lasting impression on the city and its culture.

Appropriate for ages 15 and up. For more information please call (508)

SAMUEL SLATER’S

373-7056.
For information on ADA/Reasonable Accommodations, contact:
617-645-0358 Moneesha.dasgupta2@mass.gov

It's

Happenmg

THE

e W

B lley-

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs,
events and more.
www.thelastgreenvalley.org

IIIBDDmIII
S eox &

-\ & J

MARCH 7

& v SE
5 ¥ CELEBRATION

MARCH 15

SUNDAY BRUNCH

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

MARCH 14

‘Thp{umml ‘Pfaque

W hmuumi Wreath
‘u'f.'h"kahop
PR BEANS FAAS MORSEEY
MARCH 27

THE VERGE THEBANGING 88'S | AQUANETT
MUSIC BINGO APRILS DUELING PIANOS | MAv23
H"a BURGERS ig] | PRINNE RIB WEDNESDAYS | whiskey APRIL 25 PAPER IN FIRE:
T BOULEVARD TICKET2RIDE: JOHN MELLENCAMP
TWO StDES APRIL 2 THEROCK &ROLL | ANTHOLOGY
FOR ABRAXAS: COMEDYGAME | MAv2s
$25 SANTANATRIBUTE | SHOW KSF: A TRIBUTE T0
A TRALERTRASH | FOREIONER
APRIL |
“UMILE SUPPLIES LAST » DINEAN ONLY MAY 16 MAY 31

FOR MENUS, RESERVATIONS, TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE - 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS  uesify

* Crown Boilers
* Williamson Furnaces ALL NEW

« Oil Tank Installs e
i 3l

AND LABOR WARRANTY,
AS WELL AS THE
MANUFACTURERS
WARRANTY. i

We doNOT

Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent

system breakdowns.

HELP WANTED -
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.

Central air conditioning
and ductless mini splits

o Ticeping You Warm & )
N 508.434.1335

A Full Service Oil Company

24-Hour Emergency Service

WWW.LMTOIL.COM - WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MIA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193
Website:\ www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

e All Rentals Include
Drop Off and Pick Up

e No Hidden Fees

e Estate Clean Outs

e Furniture/Appliance

e We Recycle

FREE DROP
OFF AND
PICK UP!

JUNK GAR REMOVAL
- 'ﬁl VisA | Serving the Blackstone Valley and the surrounding towns in Worcester County

508-865-4193 - WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM

EVERY BATTERY FOR EVERY NEED

WE ARE MOVING! THIS SPRING!
to 6 JOHNSON ST.

(off Rte. 12, Auburn, MA
near Mattress Firm)

‘ ; waTE 95!:!!"1

*MENTION THIS AD *

59900

RECONDITIONED

' AUTO OR TRUCK !

Outrageously Dependable’
T ol et
o o g Call: 508.791.7904

o

abcauburn@bostonbattery.net

*7 day rental - call for other sizes and pricing

Worcester, Sutton, Millbury, Auburn, Oxford, Webster,
Whitinsville, Northbridge, Grafton

Support
Local/Small
Business)



