
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The next steps for the 
draft Integrated Water 
Master Plan were discussed 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 

District (CSD) Board meet-
ing on Feb. 19, but with an 
unexpected twist.

During the discussion 
on the draft, Director John 
Merchant stated that two 
of the three subdivision 
developers acknowledged 
there isn’t enough water 
for future development. 

While representatives 
from the Residences and 
Rancho North subdivisions 
did not dispute his claim at 
the meeting, their primary 
spokespersons later pro-
vided clarification when 
contacted by the River 
Valley Times.

Merchant’s comments 

also signaled a further eas-
ing of tensions between 
developers and Save Our 
Lakes & Open Spaces 
(SOLOS) over water 
issues. Merchant also 
serves as vice president 
of SOLOS, a commu-
nity action group formed 
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Fire Danger, 
Increased Fines are 
RMA Board Topics

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Entertainment, Theatre & 
Culture for Rancho Murieta 
(ETC) has announced its 
23rd concert season lineup 
at the Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater.

ETC Board Member 
Sher r ie  Ozee  Evpak 
encourages residents to 
begin planning for an 
unforgettable summer of 
music. 

“The Board of Directors 
at ETC has been hard at 
work,” she said. “We are 
delighted to announce that 
this year’s talent lineup 
promises to be one of our 
greatest yet, featuring 
beloved bands alongside 
fresh new acts making their 
debut in Rancho Murieta.”

Sunday, May 18: ETC 
Kick-off Event – 3 to 5 
p.m. at the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club. All residents 
are welcome to attend this 
free event to celebrate and 
get a sneak peek of what is 
to come.

Saturday,  June 14: 
Def Leppard & Journey 
Revisited will be a tribute 
to both bands.

Saturday, July 5: The 
Cripple Creek Band will 
play country, Americana, 
bluegrass and Southern 
rock music. 

Sa turday,  Ju ly  26 , 
Mustache Harbor – Yacht 
Rock Forever. This will be 
the group’s second appear-
ance at ETC.

Saturday, Aug. 16: Super 
Diamond – The Neal 
Diamond Tribute.

Saturday, Aug. 30, The 
Spazmatics – The Ultimate 
80s New Wave Show.

The tickets cost $30 
for members and $40 for 
non-members. A $5 sur-
charge will be added if 
tickets are purchased at the 
gate before each concert. 
Children 6 years and under 
get in free.

For more information, 
visit etc-rm.org or email 
asketcinfo@gmail.com. �H

ETC Names 
Acts for 

2025 Concert 
Season

The Cripple Creek Band is 
slated to perform for the 
third time at an ETC concert 
on July 5. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A night 
in Paris, complete with the Eiffel 
Tower and an outdoor Parisian 
café, unfolded at Cosumnes River 
Elementary School when the PTA 
presented the “Daughters & Dates 
Dinner & Dance” on Feb. 22.

The event attracted more than 200 
attendees, with daughters elegantly 
dressed and many fathers sport-
ing blazers, a couple even donning 
berets.

The event, formerly known as the 
Father-Daughter Dance, has been a 

longstanding tradition at the school. 
This year, the name was changed to 
include other father figures.

The ticket included dinner, dessert, 
a corsage, a professional photograph, 
a video and a dance. 

According to Lizzeth Delgadillo, 
the PTA’s event coordinator, the 
event was all about creating special 
memories. 

“That may be all that is left after 
they grow up and move on,” she 
noted.

Delgadillo said the theme for 
this year’s event came from fourth 
grader Callie Coon, the daughter of 
close family friends when they were 

chatting last summer. 
“She said: ‘What about a night in 

Paris?’ and I said: ‘You have read my 
mind.’”

Delgadillo proposed the Parisian 
theme to the board, which promptly 
approved it and allocated a budget. 
Since 2022, she has dedicated signif-
icant thought and effort to infusing 
PTA events with meticulously coor-
dinated décor and special touches.

To craft an authentic Parisian 
ambiance for this year’s dance, she 
began with a backdrop depicting the 
Eiffel Tower and the River Seine at 
night. She installed lights behind the 

Addison and Jason Berglund pose for a selfie in front of an Eiffel Tower backdrop during the “Daughters & Dates Dinner & 
Dance,” hosted by the Consumnes River Elementary School PTA on Feb. 22. Photo by Gail Bullen

Fathers, Daughters Trip the Night Fantastic 

Easing Tensions with Developers 
Evident at CSD Board Meeting

Developing a plan to use Clementia Reservoir as a backup emergency water supply is becoming more urgent, according to 
discussions at the Rancho Murieta Community Services District Board meeting on Feb. 19. Photo by Gail Bullen
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our clients in 

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 44 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Fire safety concerns and 
increased fines for intim-
idating employees were 
key topics at the Rancho 
Murieta Association Board 
meeting on Feb. 18.

General Manager Ron 
Hart and two audience 
members discussed fire 
concerns that included 
recent fuel reduction 
efforts to lower wildfire 
risk, inadequate fire cover-
age due to water tank and 
hydrant shortfalls, and the 
need to automate Escuela 
Gate for evacuation.

T h e  b o a r d ’s  p r i -
mary discussion was 
about a rule prohibit-
ing residents, guests, and 
vendors from interfer-
ing with Rancho Murieta 
Association and Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services employees. While 
they did not increase the 
fine for verbal abuse, 
they approved a signifi-
cant increase in fines for 
assaulting or intimidating 
employees.

The directors also con-
sidered many other issues, 
including pest control at 
Laguna Joaquin – geese 
and midge flies.

Fuel Reduction 
Work

Hart devoted his general 
manager’s report to thank-
ing everyone responsible 
for the recent ladder fuel 
reduction work funded by 
a $4.4 million California 
Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (Cal 
Fire) grant. 

Hart said that a fuel 
buildup in the communi-
ty’s common areas and on 
some ranch land behind 
Rancho Murieta “posed 
a really, large threat 
regarding a fire head-
ing our way.” He praised 
the Rancho Murieta Fire 
Safe Council for secur-
ing the grant, Sacramento 
Regional Parks for admin-
istering it, and Cal Fire for 
funding it.

Hart also acknowledged 
Rancho Murieta resi-
dent Phyllis Banducci, the 
licensed forester managing 
the work. “She was boots 
on the group throughout 
this entire process,” he 
said.

H a r t  p r a i s e d  t h e 
“absolutely amazing” 
fue l  reduct ion  work 
at Greens Park, not-
ing that while Rancho 
Murieta Association crews 
would have taken “years 
and years” to clear the 
overgrowth, a large, well-
equipped contracting crew 
completed the job in just 

over two weeks.
“It is important to pub-

licly recognize all of the 
people were involved,” 
Hart said

Fire Coverage 
Shortfalls

Longtime community 
activist Janis Eckard spoke 
during public comments to 
express her concerns about 
fire coverage shortfalls. 
She began by thanking the 
association for securing a 
FireWise designation for 
the community, then reit-
erated the worries from 
her Feb. 2 email, which 
none of the directors had 
received. She sent the 
email to alert the board 
about potential fire dangers 
they might not be aware of.

Eckard  sa id  when 
s h e  r e v i e w e d  t h e 
draft Integrated Water 
Master Plan submitted 
to the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District last fall, she iden-
tified five items that “I 
think are really, really 
important.”

The first is the insuffi-
cient storage capacity of 
the community’s two water 
tanks. “This was found out 
when a car hit one of the 
fire hydrants, and the Rio 
Oso tank emptied in five 
hours,” she said.

Another concern is the 
fire hydrant system.  She 
said the community is 
missing 13 hydrants, and 
many existing ones lack 
sufficient water pressure.

E c k a r d  s a i d  t h e 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan consultants also found 
that the current arrange-
ment between the two 
water tanks made their 
storage capacity “vulnera-
ble to catastrophic failure.”

The Van Vleck Tank also 
does not comply with reg-
ulations because it has a 
connection that serves as 
an inlet and an outlet.

Eckard said her research 
shows that the com-
munity would not have 
sufficient water during a 
severe drought. “Now that 
we have these fire short-
falls, I think that Rancho 
Murieta could very easily 
become another Lahaina, 
Paradise, or LA,” she said. 
“I am hoping that the RMA 
Board will pressure the 
CSD Board to rectify these 
shortfalls before something 
catastrophic happens.”

As per standard prac-
tice for public comments, 
none of the board directors 
responded.

However, when Eckard 
reprised the same email at 
the CSD Board meeting the 
following night, President 
Steve Booth responded. 
He informed her that the 
Improvements Committee 

would address her con-
cerns about the water 
tanks at the March 11 
meeting. He also directed 
Operations Manager Eric 
Houston to evaluate the 
fire hydrants and provide a 
report at the same meeting.

Escuela Gate 
Automation

A u d i e n c e  m e m b e r 
Marcel Horowitz spoke 
about automating the 
Escuela Gate for use in an 
emergency evacuation. As 
a community health advi-
sor for the University of 
California, she regularly 
evaluates public health, 
safety, risk, and liabil-
ity issues. She expressed 
her concerns about the lia-
bilities the association is 
facing.

Horowitz said her PG&E 
employee brother-in-law 
began installing new lines 
after the Paradise Fire. “He 
had to drive by a row of 
burned-out cars every day 
where people had died.”

She said his experi-
ence was seared into her 
memory as she listened 
to estimates of how long 
it would take to evacuate 
through the front gate in 
the event of a fire. She also 
recalled a fire that ignited 
at Lake Clementia last 
summer, which had to be 
extinguished.

Horowitz  sa id  she 
weighs two liability issues 
related to the automation of 
Escuela. “If you open that 
gate and there’s a car acci-
dent, are you liable because 
you didn’t have someone 
there controlling traffic? 
But then I weigh it against 
the fact that there is a line 
of cars trying to get out of 
the gates and the people 
who burn up in their cars 
and die, the liability on us 
is so much greater.”

Horowitz  sa id  she 
believes it should be an 
easy decision and doesn’t 
understand the associa-
tion’s hesitation. Board 
President Patrick O’Hern 
said Hart would be happy 
to meet with her to discuss 
the issue.

The board, represented 
by O’Hern and Hart, has 
been in a longstanding 
dispute with the Rancho 
Murieta Regional Fire 
Safe Council over gate 
automation. The coun-
cil’s outspoken president 
is retired firefighter Greg 
Pryor.

The council believes 
Escuela should be auto-
mated to open alongside 
the two main gates during 
an emergency evacua-
tion. Under the council’s 
proposal, the incident com-
mander or their designee 
would use a cell phone 
to unlock the gates with 

a code stored at the inter-
agency fire dispatch center. 

O’Hern and Hart believe 
Escuela Gate should 
remain closed until a fire 
responder is on-site to 
direct traffic. They warn 
that opening emergency 
gates prematurely could 
cause chaos, especially if a 
resident crashes while exit-
ing onto the roadway.

Automating the gate 
was briefly discussed at 
the January board meet-
ing after 14 residents sent 
emails or letters in sup-
port, while two others 
were opposed. Although 
none of the residents 
attended the meeting, 
O’Hern announced that 
he would refer the gate 
automation issue to the 
Perimeter Security Ad Hoc 
Committee for re-evalua-
tion before bringing it back 
to the board.

Director Chris Childs, 
co-chair of the ad hoc 
committee, is currently 
exploring ways to rein-
force gate security to 
prevent  unauthorized 
access. When asked at the 
February meeting whether 
the committee had consid-
ered the gate automation 
issue, Childs said they had 
not yet addressed it.

The Fire Safe Council 
is now trying to collabo-
rate with CSD to secure 
the automation of the 
Bent Grass Court gates for 
emergency evacuation on 
the south side. The issue 
is scheduled for discus-
sion at the March 19 board 
meeting.

Rule Changes
Director Scott Adams, 

who chairs the Governing 
Documents Committee, 
updated the board about 
three rules related to inter-
ference, park hours and 
real estate signs. 

Adams explained that 

the committee revised 
the interference rule due 
to increasingly aggres-
sive interactions with 
compliance officers. The 
new rule splits the exist-
ing fine structure, creating 
substantial fines for phys-
ical threats to Rancho 
Murieta Association or 
CSD employees, agents, 
or volunteers. Specifically, 
the fines would be $1000 
for the first offense, $1500 
for the second, and $2000 
for subsequent offenses. 
Verbal abuse or foul lan-
guage would maintain the 
existing lower fine levels 
of $100-$300. The board 
voted 5:0 to send the inter-
ference rule for a 30-day 
community review.

Adams explained that 
the park hours rule, which 
previously went through 
a community review, was 
developed after the asso-
ciation installed lights 
at the pickleball courts 
at Stonehouse Park. The 
revised rule clarifies park 
hours for both Stonehouse 
and Riverview Parks. For 
unlighted areas, the hours 
are from dawn to dusk. For 
lighted areas, Stonehouse 
Park hours are until 10 
p.m., and Riverview Park 
hours are until 9 p.m. 
He also cleaned up some 
minor typos in the rule. 
The board approved this 
rule, which will be added 
to the non-ARC rules.

Adams also reported 
that the committee updated 
the real estate sign rule to 
align with new regulations 
from the state Department 
of Real Estate. The board 
approved sending this rule 
out for a 30-day commu-
nity review.  

In Other Business
Director Danny Carrillo 

opposed approving the 
unaudited financial state-
ments in the consent 

calendar, citing a lack of 
transparency. He motioned 
for discussion, but it failed 
without a second. The 
board then approved the 
statements, with Carrillo as 
the sole dissenter.

O’Hern reported that the 
MTI Association requested 
insurance-related land-
scape changes. The board 
voted to notify MTI that it 
won’t handle repairs sug-
gested by insurers but will 
continue biennial trimming 
as usual.

Maintenance Manager 
Troy Shaffner reported 
that staff will add two 
extra midge fly treatments 
at Laguna Joaquin this 
season. He noted increas-
ing issues with Canadian 
geese at Laguna Joaquin 
and dispatched a street 
cleaner weekly to sweep 
the path. He is also testing 
geese deterrents at Lake 
Clementia, focusing on 
the swimming beach and 
amphitheater.

Childs reported that 
the Perimeter Security 
Ad Hoc Committee has 
assessed the north and 
south gates and plans to 
survey Stonehouse Road 
and Jackson Highway to 
address access points.

After O’Hern appointed 
Director John Haviland 
as chair of the Recreation 
Committee, he received 
board approval to appoint 
Renee Bechthold to his 
committee. Bechthold, 
recently resigned from the 
board but wants to stay 
involved, Haviland noted.  
He also announced a Bingo 
night on March 28 and 
a rattlesnake training for 
dogs on April 4.

The board will hold its 
next meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
on March 18. 

This story is also avail-
able online at www.
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Fire Danger, Increased Fines 
are RMA Board Topics

Recent ladder fuel reduction work at Greens Park is recognized at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meeting on Feb. 18. A $4.5 million Cal Fire grant funded the work. Photos by 
Gail Bullen

Community activist Janis Eckard urges 
Rancho Murieta Association to pressure the 
Rancho Murieta Community Services District 
to fix shortfalls with the community’s two 
water tanks and numerous fire hydrants.

Audience member Marcel Horowitz warns 
about Rancho Murieta Association’s liability 
if it doesn’t automate Escuela Gate for 
emergency evacuation.
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

backdrop to enhance the 
effect, ensuring the Eiffel 
Tower continued to gleam 
as darkness fell.

Other decorative ele-
m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  a 
w e l c o m i n g  a r c h w a y 
adorned with a French 
“Bienvenue” mirror, dried 
cherry blossom arrange-
ments entwined in the 
trees, string lights draped 
over the quad, and various 
French-themed props and 
signs throughout the area, 
including a bench for photo 
opportunities.

The pièce de résistance 
was the traditional wrist 
corsage presented to each 
girl. Concerned about the 
rising cost of actual flower 
corsages ,  Delgad i l lo 
crafted more than 100 
herself .  She adhered 
wood-fiber flowers onto 
small fabric pieces, which 
she then attached with rib-
bons to pre-made pearl 
bracelets. 

Another first was the 
decision to hold a sit-down 
dinner catered by Urban 
Plates, a new restaurant. 
Although the main entrée 
of mac and cheese wasn’t 
French, the croissants, 
crème brûlée and macarons 
complemented the theme. 
The girls also raised their 
champagne flutes to toast 
one another.

Fortunately, the favor-
able weather allowed 
Delgadillo and her team 
to set up dining arrange-
ments outdoors in the 
quad, effectively recreating 
the ambiance of Parisian 
cafés. Had it rained, dinner 
would have been relocated 
indoors to the multipur-
pose room, with half of 
the space designated for 
dancing.

The balmy weather also 
allowed professional pho-
tographer Norma Mitchell 

to set up her equipment 
outdoors, eliminating the 
need to use indoor school 
space. Mitchell, owner 
of Murieta Portraits, vol-
unteered her time for the 
event. 

Delgadillo expressed 
gratitude for the invalu-
able support from fellow 
volunteers, including PTA 
Board members, other 
parents, two teachers and 
two high school student 

teachers, who assisted with 
setup, takedown, food ser-
vice and numerous other 
tasks. She also enlisted 
her daughter, Alessia, an 
eighth grader, to manage 
the video booth. The PTA 
hired Wesley Childress 
as the DJ, enhancing the 
event’s lively atmosphere.

Four different fathers 
told the River Valley Times 
how much they appre-
ciated the event and the 

opportunity to spend time 
with their daughters. One 
was Daniel Armendariz, 
who was dining with his 
daughter, Salina. She wore 
an off-the-shoulder floral 
dress and fancy shoes. 

“This is out of her com-
fort zone,” he joked.

She agreed, saying “I 
normally wear a hoodie 
and jeans.”  

Delgadillo said many 
attendees expressed their 

gratitude as they departed.
“Everybody was very, 

very happy and apprecia-
tive, especially the little 
girls, who were so sweet,” 
she said. “And one of them 
made my night.”

“This beats Paris,” the 
little girl assured her.

More photos from the 
event are available online 
at therivervalleytimes.com. 
� H

Fathers, Daughters Trip the Night Fantastic 
Continued from page 1

Keith and Isabella Reese showcase their dance moves. Photo 
by Gail Bullen

Tyler and Mila Boll use props to change their looks in the 
video booth. Photo by Gail Bullen

Fourth-grader Callie Coon poses at the entrance to “A Night in Paris.” She came up with the 
theme. Courtesy photo

The outdoor dining setup is designed to recreate the ambiance of Parisian cafés. Photo by Gail 
Bullen
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By Ornella Rossi

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - In the competi-
tive world of landscaping, 
Total Turf stands out as 
a leader, offering home-
owners a combination of 
cutting-edge artificial turf, 
personalized service, and 
a commitment to sustain-
ability. With 45 years of 
combined experience and 
a focus on customer care, 
Total Turf is redefining the 
way people think about 
their outdoor spaces.

The company’s turf 
products are a key differen-
tiator, with the owner, Tom 
Roche emphasizing that 
their artificial turf is both 
safe and durable. 

“Our turf is made in the 
USA, free of PFA, lead, 
and other toxins,” the 
Roche explained. “It’s safe 
for children and pets, and 
we offer a 15-year manu-
facturer warranty.” 

But it’s not just about 
the product. Total Turf 

also prides itself on the 
quality of its team. With a 
C-27 landscape license and 
more than four decades 
of  combined experi-
ence, the company’s crew 
is equipped to handle 
everything from turf instal-
lation to concrete work and 
pavers. 

“Our  c r ews  b r ing 
together a wealth of knowl-
edge, and we believe that’s 
one of the things that sets 
us apart,” Roche said. 
“We’re specialists, not 
generalists; we have the 
expertise to tackle every 
job with precision.”

From the initial consulta-
tion to the final installation, 
Total Turf works closely 
with each client to ensure 
their vision becomes a real-
ity. The process starts with 
a free estimate and consul-
tation. Homeowners can 
describe their vision, and 
Total Turf uses Google 
Earth to assess the prop-
erty remotely, measuring it 
from an aerial view. 

“We want to make the 
process as easy as possi-
ble,” said the owner. “We 
use the same turf for all 
our project eliminating 
any decision fatigue that 
can be difficult as a home-
owner when they are trying 
to beautify their landscape

Once the project is 
underway, the crew fol-
lows a 10-step installation 
process to ensure the turf 
is laid to perfection. This 
includes removing sod and 
soil, capping sprinklers, 
laying landscape fabric, 
and carefully installing the 
turf with the right infill. 

“We’re committed to 
doing it right. We pride 
ourselves on our attention 
to detail,” Roche said. “We 
care for our customers as if 
they were our family and 
take pride in not only beau-
tifying their homes but also 
in the neighborhoods as 
well.”

As the benefits of arti-
ficial turf continue to 
grow in popularity, many 

homeowners are looking 
for ways to reduce their 
water bills and mainte-
nance costs. 

“Artificial turf is the 
easiest way to keep your 
yard looking pristine year-
round,” Roche said. “It 
increases property value, 
lowers water bills, and 
eliminates the need for 
constant upkeep.” 

For pet owners and 
sports enthusiasts Total 
Turf can customize turf to 
fit various needs. Whether 
it's a pet-friendly back-
yard, a glamorous putting 
green, or a sports field, 
Total Turf has the expertise 
to tailor the turf to specific 
purposes. 

“No job is too big or 
small for us,” Roche said. 
“We can handle all types of 
residential and commercial 
projects, and each one is 
treated with the same level 
of care and attention.”

Desp i t e  the  many 
advantages of artificial 
turf, the company still 

faces challenges on every 
project. 

“Every job is unique, 
and it’s important to work 
with a contractor who 
understands the nuances 
of turf installation,” Roche 
said. “Proper grading and 
drainage are crucial to 
ensuring the turf looks 
great and lasts for years. 
We pride ourselves on the 
attention to detail we bring 
to each project.”

For those concerned 
about the maintenance of 
artificial turf, Total Turf 
offers an annual cleaning 
and maintenance package. 
While it’s not a require-
ment, the service includes 
re brushing the turf to 
keep it looking fresh and 
upright, as well as replen-
ishing the infill, ensuring 
the blades stay in perfect 
shape.

Looking back,  the 
owner’s passion for the 
industry stems from his 
experience in the home-
owner space. 

“Before starting Total 
Turf, I worked in the 
accessory dwelling unit 
(ADU) business and reno-
vated properties in the Bay 
Area,” Roche said. “I saw 
firsthand the challenges 
homeowners face when 
hiring contractors. That 
experience motivated me 
to start a company that val-
ues customer service and 
quality work.”

Total Turf, based in the 
greater Sacramento area, 
has completed more than 
1,000 successful jobs and 
earned numerous five-star 
reviews online. 

As a locally owned, 
licensed, bonded, and 
insured business, Total 
Turf continues to exceed 
customer expectations 
while making a positive 
impact on both homes and 
neighborhoods.

For a free consultation, 
homeowners can reach 
Total Turf at 916-671-0070 
or visit its website at total-
turf.com. � H

Revolutionizing Landscaping with Quality and Care

The crew at Total Turf brings more than four decades of combined experience to every project. Photos courtesy of Total Turf The crew follows a 10-step installation process to ensure the 
turf is laid to perfection. 
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in 2015 to protect open 
spaces behind the reser-
voirs from development. In 
recent years, the group has 
shifted its primary focus 
to advocating for a sus-
tainable and reliable water 
supply for the community.

The first public signs 
of a thaw emerged earlier 
this year after Merchant 
met with the Rancho North 
developers on Jan. 9. They 
informed him that they 
had abandoned plans to 
develop 136 lots behind the 
reservoirs.

“I believe this action 
spe l l s  compromise , ” 
Merchant wrote in a 
social media post the fol-
lowing day. “I hope we 
have opened up a line of 
communication to the 
developers that will expand 
as we work through the 
process.” 

In other discussion, at 
the February board meet-
ing, three directors rejected 
Director Randy Jenco’s 
request to finalize the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan.  The three empha-
sized the need to hear 
from a consulting group 
scheduled to present at the 
March 11 Improvements 
Commi t t ee  mee t ing . 
Merchant and Jenco are the 
two board members who 
serve on that committee.

Board President Steve 
Booth also directed Board 
Secretary Amelia Wilder to 
compile a list of questions 
about the Integrated Water 
Master Plan raised by res-
idents at three town hall 
meetings or sent directly 
to the district to ascertain 
if they were adequately 
answered. The item will be 
on the agenda at the March 
19 board meeting.

The board discussed 
additional issues at the 
board meeting, includ-
ing the rejection of a 
government claim by 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris, currently on paid 
leave, and security con-
cerns. See the separate 
story in this issue.

Developer Relations 
Merchan t ’s  upbea t 

remarks about develop-
ers at the February board 
meeting contrasted with his 
previous warnings about 
the threats development 
posed to the community’s 
water supply.

When Merchant resigned 
from the board in October 
of 2022, he was signifi-
cantly at odds with the late 
John Sullivan, who rep-
resented Rancho Murieta 
Properties. Merchant told 
the board he was resign-
ing to pursue water issues. 
He has been vice president 
of Save Our Lakes & Open 
Spaces since its formation 
in 2015.

In July, Merchant spear-
headed a petition drive 
demanding that the board 
impose a moratorium on 
future development. The 
petition garnered 2,025 
signatures.  

At the October board 
meeting,  Greg Dyer, 
CEO of Rancho Murieta 
Properties, spoke against 
the petition advocating 

for a development mora-
torium. He asserted that 
the district is contractu-
ally obligated to provide 
water to the Rancho North 
subdivision, as Rancho 
Murieta Properties had 
invested over $5.7 million 
in upgrading the communi-
ty’s water treatment plants 
under a 2014 Financing 
and Services Agreement. 
He cautioned that imposing 
a moratorium could lead to 
legal action.

On Nov. 21, Save Our 
Lakes & Open Spaces 
hosted a public town hall to 
discuss the draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan. Their 
analysis concluded that 
eliminating the demand 
from future development 
would be the easiest and 
most cost-effective method 
of conserving water.

In December, Merchant 
returned to the CSD 
board after running unop-
posed for a vacancy. 
SOLOS President Cheryl 
McElhany presented the 
moratorium petition at 
the board’s January meet-
ing, which took it under 
advisement.

On Jan. 10, Merchant 
shared an ebullient social 
media post detailing a 
meeting with the Rancho 
North developers a day ear-
lier. During this meeting, 
Rancho Murieta Properties 
discussed amendments to 
their Sacramento County 
application, including 
removing 39 acres adja-
cent to the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District  building and 
excluding 136 lots behind 
the reservoirs. Merchant 
highlighted that these 
changes ensure “much of 
our treasured open space 
walking and biking trails 
will be here to enjoy.”

For  more  de t a i l s , 
see the story entitled 
“Development Behind 
Reservoirs Ruled Out” 
online at, www.theriverval-
leytimes.com

During the Feb. 19 
board discussion about the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan, Merchant referred 
to his earlier meeting with 
developers. He said he ini-
tially learned about the 
Rancho North’s lot reduc-
tion in a meeting with 
Bob Keil, the developer 
of the 198-lot Residences 
subdivision. Keil then 
facil i tated a meeting 
between Merchant and 
Dyer on Jan. 9.

Merchant told the board 
he welcomed the news 
about the development’s 
reduced size. “I have 
worked on it longer than 
anyone in the community,” 
he said. “To me, it was a 
wonderful first step in solv-
ing the problem.”

Merchant said they also 
discussed the future water 
supply.

During his initial meet-
ing with Keil, Merchant 
asked, “Do you agree with 
me that we don’t have 
enough water to support 
this development at this 
point in time?” 

According to Merchant, 
Keil responded affirma-
tively. Merchant then 
inquired about Dyer’s 

l ikely stance on the 
issue, to which Keil sug-
gested Dyer would agree. 
Skeptical, Merchant posed 
the same question to Dyer, 
who also concurred.

 Merchant expressed 
relief at the February meet-
ing about the consensus, 
stating “It saved us a year 
or more of fighting with 
each other over what the 
numbers (in the Integrated 
Water Master Plan) really 
said.” 

When the River Valley 
Times contacted Keil after 
the February board meet-
ing, Keil said that both he 
and Dyer concurred that 
“the water study demon-
strates we would need 
additional water to pro-
vide for the full buildout of 
Rancho Murieta.” 

Keil further emphasized, 
“To put a finer point on 
it, we (he and Dyer) also 
agreed that CSD is con-
tractually obligated to 
provide that water through 
the Financing and Services 
Agreement.” 

When asked if this con-
sensus about the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan signified a truce in 
the ongoing water dis-
putes, Keil characterized it 
as putting everyone on the 
same page about the need 
to augment the communi-
ty’s water supply.

When the River Valley 
Times contacted Dyer, he 
recalled a brief discussion 
about water during the Jan. 
9 meeting but said they 
ran out of time. He didn’t 
remember Merchant’s 
water supply questions. 
“If asked the question, I 
would have responded 
that the answer depends 
on the required water sup-
ply assessment that is part 
of the county development 
approval process,” Dyer 
said.

The River Valley Times 
at tempted to contact 
Merchant for additional 
comment but did not 
receive a response.

Integrated Water 
Master Plan 
Discussion 

At the Jan. 15 board 
mee t ing ,  Opera t ions 
Manager Eric Houston 
recommended against 
f ina l i z ing  the  d ra f t 
I n t e g r a t e d  W a t e r 
Management Plan, citing 
its lack of a clear path for-
ward. He proposed that the 
district instead develop an 
Urban Water Management 
Plan, which the state man-
dates for urban water 
suppliers serving over 
3,000 connections. As of 
February 2025, the district 
had 2,917 water connec-
tions, approaching the 
threshold and subject-
ing it to new regulatory 
requirements.

Houston asked Water 
Systems Consulting, which 
developed the urban water 
plan and a Vision Report 
for the City of Folsom, to 
propose a similar strat-
egy for the district. The 
consulting firm is sched-
uled to present its scope 
of work at the March 11 
Improvements Committee 
meeting.

During the February 
board meeting, Director 
Jenco initiated a discussion 
about finalizing the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan during Operations 
Manager Eric Houston’s 
report. While the board 
couldn’t  take formal 
action, Jenco suggested 
providing direction to staff.

That led to a 30-minute 
debate. Here are some of 
the highlights.

Jenco said the pro-
posed urban plan was 
another way of saying the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan should be aban-
doned. His key point was 
that the board should use 
the current information to 
immediately begin solving 
the water supply problem 
today instead of waiting 
another 18 months for a 
new report to confirm the 

known challenges. Jenco 
identified potential solu-
tions such as drilling new 
wells and recharging 
groundwater.  

Merchant excoriated the 
draft water plan developed 
by Maddaus Engineering 
of California and Adkins 
Engineering of Oregon, 
which was presented to 
the district in October. “I’ll 
be damned if I’m going to 
give anybody the satisfac-
tion of approving a report 
that doesn’t say anything,” 
he said. 

Despi te  his  s t rong 
cri t icism,  Merchant 
acknowledged that he 
had ceased disputing the 
study’s data despite some 
discrepancies. He believed 
the existing data suffi-
ciently demonstrated that 
the community lacks ade-
quate water to support 
future development. 

Merchant said the prior-
ity should be developing 
a plan to support and use 
Clementia Reservoir as an 
emergency water supply in 
extreme drought, although 
it couldn’t meet the entire 
demand from the existing 
homes and the already enti-
tled lots on the Riverview 
and Residences subdivi-
sions. He also noted that a 
California law will require 
an emergency supply in 
2027.  

M e r c h a n t  e m p h a -
sized that the primary 
focus should be devel-
oping a plan to utilize 
Clementia Reservoir as 
an emergency water sup-
ply during extreme drought 
conditions, even though 
it couldn’t fully meet 
the demands of existing 
homes and already enti-
tled lots in the Riverview 
and Residences subdivi-
sions. Merchant also said 
California law requires 
water suppliers to have one 
backup water source by 
2027.

Director Linda Butler 
said the district should take 
the time to get the plan 
right. Director Tim Maybee 
didn’t comment. 

President Steve Booth 
said he could see an alter-
native to starting over, 
although the plan should 
be modified to reflect less 
future development. He 
suggested accepting the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan for its calculations 
about available water 
and projected needs. “We 
would recognize its short-
comings and say,’ They 
didn’t give us a plan, but 
let’s move forward and 
develop with WCI or 
another consultant or a 
group of stakeholders in 
the community,’“ he said. 

Booth suggested that the 
Improvements Committee 
consider his alternative at 

the next meeting.
Keil said that Booth had 

stolen his thunder. “I think 
we should take the report 
we have right now, amend 
the buildout numbers, and 
remove the conclusion,” he 
said. “Then hire someone 
else to come up with the 
conclusions, and we are on 
our way.”

Audience member Tom 
Shewchuk again advanced 
his idea for forming an 
advisory committee to 
develop a water plan. The 
committee would include 
represen ta t ives  f rom 
CSD, the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club, the Rancho 
Murieta Association, com-
munity members, and 
developers.

President Steve Booth 
acknowledged the impor-
tance of engaging all 
stakeholders in future pub-
lic forums. However, he 
expressed concern about 
adding responsibilities to 
the operations manager, 
who already has a signif-
icant workload. “That’s 
why I support having a 
consultant to work on that 
piece,” Booth said.

Audience member Jim 
Farrell supported Booth’s 
approach to address-
ing the study. Although 
Farrell doesn’t believe the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan should be finalized, 
he acknowledged its value:  
“Having done a lot of stra-
tegic planning, I’m telling 
you that the data is worth 
a lot.” 

Farre l l  emphas ized 
that before finalizing any 
plans, the board should 
honor its commitment to 
address community ques-
tions about the Integrated 
Water Master Plan. He 
specifically emphasized 
responding to issues raised 
by Merchant and longtime 
community activist Janis 
Eckard. 

Booth took Farrell’s 
comment about the com-
munity’s questions to heart 
and asked the district sec-
retary to compile a list of 
questions, along with how 
they were answered or not, 
for consideration at the 
next board meeting. 

F a r r e l l  s u p p o r t e d 
Shewchuk’s proposal to 
form an ad hoc committee 
but questioned its timing, 
noting that the board cur-
rently lacks focus. “I think 
you should have one voice 
coming out of the CSD, 
and you are not there yet.”

 Farrell emphasized the 
importance of the board 
achieving internal con-
sensus before engaging 
in broader collaborative 
efforts.

This story is also avail-
able online at www.
therivervalleytimes.com. �H

Continued from page 1

Easing Tensions 
with Developers 
Evident at CSD 
Board Meeting

Director John Merchant serves dual roles as the vice-president 
for the CSD Board and as the vice-president of Save Our Lakes 
and Open Space. File photo

Greg Dyer, the CEO of Rancho Murieta Properties, warns the 
district could be sued if it doesn’t supply water to the Rancho 
North subdivision. He was speaking at the October board 
meeting. File photo

Developer Bob Keil recommends that the draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan be amended. Photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A 79-year-old Rancho 
Murieta woman died fol-
lowing a golf cart accident 

on Alameda Drive, south 
of Murieta Parkway, at 
approximately 2:42 p.m. 
March 4, according to 
Officer Trent Senter, 
the California Highway 
Patrol’s East Sacramento 
office spokesperson.

Senter said that the 
victim was traveling north-
bound on Alameda Drive 
when, "for unknown rea-
sons, the driver allowed the 
golf cart to collide with the 
concrete curb and dirt/rock 
median. At this time, it is 

unclear whether the driver 
suffered a medical episode 
that led to the accident or if 
she sustained injuries as a 
result of the crash."

An ambulance trans-
ported the driver to Mercy 
Hospital of Folsom, where 

she was pronounced dead. 
A 78-year-old female pas-
senger in the golf cart was 
uninjured, Senter said.

According to the CHP 
repor t ,  the  acc ident 
occurred at 7000 Alameda 
Drive, which is the Rancho 

Murieta Country Club’s 
location. The report noted 
that firefighters initiated 
CPR upon arrival.

Residents identified the 
victim as Ruth Dragas. 
R ive r  Va l l ey  Times 
archives indicate that 
Dragash was an avid golfer 
and a Rancho Murieta 
Women's Golf Club mem-
ber. � H

RM Woman Dies in Golf Cart Accident
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Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
www. rmcsd.com.

Feb. 19
5:05 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Callaway Drive: 
Vehicle overnight parked 
wrong way on street in 
front of house. Citation 
issued.

Feb. 20
5:14 p.m., Juvenile 

del inquency,  Murieta 
Drive: Report of juveniles 
on electric bikes causing a 
disturbance at a parking lot 
on Ace Hardware. Patrol 
unable to locate; gone on 
arrival. 

6:05 p.m., Fire reported, 
Lake Calero: Report of 
a group of juveniles set 
a bonfire around Lake 
Calero. Patrol observed 

five juveniles gathered 
around a bonfire; they scat-
tered on approach. Patrol 
extinguished fire with 
water. Unable to locate 
juveniles. 

Feb. 21
5:17 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Abierto: Vehicle 
overnight parked on street 
in front of house. Citation 
issued.

Feb. 23
1 2 : 3 9  a . m . ,  L a k e 

Clementia: Two trucks 
at Lake Clementia after 
hours. Vehicles departed 
area when approached.

Feb. 24
7:55 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Terreno Drive: 
Vehicle of guest of resi-
dent at this address found 
at Lake Calero unoccu-
pied after hours. Citation 
issued.

Feb. 25
5:19 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Reynosa Drive: 

Vehicle parked overnight 
on street in front of house. 
Citation issued.

Feb. 27
6:25 p.m., Loose cow, 

Puerto Drive: Report of a 
cow loose at Lake Calero. 
Patrol observed a cow 
close to the other side of 
the fence. Dispatch made 
contact with the owner and 
informed them about it.

Feb. 28
2:51 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Chesbro Circle: 
Vehicle parked over-
night in Guest Parking on 
Chesbro Circle. Citation 
issued.

4:17 a.m., RMA Rule 
Vi o l a t i o n ,  M u r i e t a 
Parkway at  Alameda 
Drive: Vehicle approached 
intersection, slowed down 
and without coming to a 
complete stop proceeded 
on Murieta  Parkway 
inbound. Citation issued. 
� H

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed
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Joseph Lee Gaither of 

Rancho Murieta, California, 
born on July 28, 1939, in 
Beech Grove, Indiana to 
Harry and Marie Gaither 
passed on peacefu l l y 
January 13, 2025, at the 
age of 85 after a long-term 
illness but his larger-than-
life personality will live on 
forever.  He is survived by 
his wife of nearly 39 years, 
Sharol, and their beloved 
golden doodle, Duchess.  
He is also survived by his 
daughter Kellie (Frank), 
son Scott (Susie), stepson 
Brad (Tanya), stepdaughter 
Sherry (Josh), grandsons 
Tony, Adam, Alex, Jacob, 
Sam (Jordan), Finn and one 
and only “favorite” grand-
daughter, Lauren.  Joe’s 
family moved from Indiana 
to California in his freshman 
year; attended Sacramento 
High School and later 
Sacramento State College 
where he was a member of 
TKE fraternity.

From snowy Indiana 
mornings delivering news-
papers tossed from a red 
wagon to owner of his 
company, Pacific Benefit 
Consultants, Joe was a stel-
lar example of optimism, 
determination, and a 100% 
“all in” approach to life.  He 
approached his favorite 
activities with equal vigor 
whether by casting a fishing 
line, cheering on the 49ers 
and Notre Dame teams, tra-
versing ski slopes or leading 
a touch (generating into 
tackle) football game at fam-
ily gatherings.   His sense of 
humor and enthusiasm was 

infectious, as he enjoyed 
sharing favorite restau-
rants, travels, authors and 
movies.  If captured by an 
author’s style, he “con-
sumed” every publication, 
but none more than the 
authors of the bible scrip-
tures he loved, which grew 
his “faith that moves moun-
tains” and provided courage 
to endure a ten-year battle 
of health challenges which 
he faced and embraced with 
determination and dignity.  
Joe, always the optimist, 
encouraged others through 
Kiwanis as a young man 
and later with his church 
support group, “HOPE”, 
meeting weekly to support 
and ignite positive ways to 
endure illnesses through 
prayer and comraderies.

Especia l ly  t reasured 
was his family.  Years of 
gatherings of the many 

fun-loving, interesting and 
talented personalities have 
resulted in endless sto-
ries that will continue to be 
enjoyed and shared by any-
one who will listen.  Joe’s 
appreciation of friends and 
adventures led to end-
less tall tales from days of 
riding bikes and chasing 
snakes with buddies along 
riverbanks in Indiana to fly 
fishing trips in Montana and 
a glorious Viking Long Boat 
Cruise with Sharol to cele-
brate their well-deserved 
retirement.  Retirement 
became a time to nurture 
friendships, attend grand-
children’s athletic games 
and even write two adven-
ture books featuring kids 
and grandkids within the 
narrative.

Our  Man,  Joe…big-
ger than life…never to be 
forgotten.

M E M O R I A L

When a reader once left a voicemail 
suggesting that I wasn’t worthy of my 
chaplain title, I shrugged. That’s OK, I 
thought, I’ve heard that before. 

The worst occasion happened during 
my USAF deployment to Saudi Arabia 
in 1999. That’s when my supervisor, Col. 
Mike Bradshaw, told me I wasn’t being 
promoted to the rank of Major.

“You’ll be reconsidered next year,” he 
promised. “But trust me,” he added in 
his signature truism, “it’s really a ‘one-
chance-mistake-Air-Force.’ You won’t 
remain active duty.”

So, I guess it was appropriate that a few 
mornings later, I walked into the chapel 
men’s room to evacuate the constipation 
of my disappointment. Before entering 
the stall, I followed military tradition and 
tucked my hat into the beltline at the small 
of my back. 

Before taking my place on the porcelain 
throne, I noticed the toilet brand name, 
“Norris.” I shrugged. It fit the “career” I 
was having. 

I stayed for much longer than I should 
have. I didn’t want to go to the office. 
How was I supposed to be a supportive 
chaplain to the deployed troops when I 
felt so low?

Finally, however, I stood to do my 
“paperwork.” As I discarded the paper into 
the receptacle, I noticed that some careless 
fool had ditched his hat in my toilet. 

First, I wondered, why hadn’t I previ-
ously noticed this?

But my second and more sober observa-
tion was that this fool’s hat had a Christian 
cross affixed on it. That fool was me! 

I almost cried looking at my hat in the 
flusher. Was God using a metaphor to tell 
me that my chaplain career was in the toi-
let? If so, was the military my only path 
of ministry? Or were there other ministry 
venues? I wasn’t sure. 

I had no choice but to go to the chapel 
office and ask our NCOIC (office man-
ager) for a new hat.  As I unfolded my 
story, Master Sgt. Steve Carothers folded 
his 6-foot-5-inch frame in half, overcome 
with near stroke-inducing laughter. 

He then made a comical demand. “If 
you want me to give you a new hat, you 
are going to have to give me just one 
good reason why I should overlook such 
a blame fool mistake as that.” 

“Well,” I admitted, “there are some 
foolish officers in this Air Force who 
seem like they operate with a head full of 
crap.” 

He shook his head with large, agreeable 
nods. 

“But” I said, “don’t you think it takes a 
really good officer like me to admit that 
he has a hat full of crap?” 

Hearing my logic, he dropped to the 
floor, hysterically beating the tile with his 
fist.

“I give up, Chaplain,” he declared. 
“You got your new hat.” 

The Bible says in James 5:16, “Make 
this your common practice: Confess your 
sins to each other and pray for each other 
so that you can live together whole and 
healed.” 

I confessed my mistake—my sin—and 
got a new hat. But better than that, I got a 
new ministry. 

For you see, despite my sinking feeling 
that my career was flushed in the crapper 
of chaplain careerism, I had a creatively 
hysterical moment in which I emailed 
my “hat-full” story to a Florida friend, a 
newspaper editor named Tom Clifford. 
Tom thought it was riotously funny but 
too inappropriate for a newspaper.

Still, he saw through my “crap,” and 10 
months later, he invited me to begin this 
syndicated newspaper column. 

Col. Bradshaw had asked me to trust 
him. Trust is best left to God, not man. 
Now, almost 25 years after the famous 
toilet week, I look back over a long and 
rewarding career as a healthcare chaplain.

Better yet, I managed to finish a career 
in uniform. In 2002, I transferred to the 
California Air National Guard and was 
twice promoted, retiring as a lieutenant 
colonel in 2014.

So, now I know that if I ever meet up 
with Col. Bradshaw again, I’d like to tell 
him one thing: “Trust me, God’s still not 
finished with me.”  

This column was excerpted from my 
book “Thriving Beyond Surviving.” 

God’s Not Finished With This Chaplain, Yet

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

California Capital Airshow News 
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The 2025 
California Capital Airshow, presented by 
Sacramento County in partnership with 
the City of Rancho Cordova, returns to 
Mather Airport on March 22 and 23. 

A limited quantity of tickets are now 
on sale for this highly-anticipated event, 
which is headlined by the world-renowned 
U.S. Navy Blue Angels flight demonstra-
tion squadron. 

Gates to the Airshow will be open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 22 
and Sunday, March 23. Each day will 
feature four hours of non-stop flying per-
formances from noon to 4 p.m. Performers 
include the U.S. Navy Blue Angels, 
U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning 
II, U.S. Air Force F-16 Viper and C-17 
Globemaster III demonstration teams, 
Tucker’s Air Patrol, vintage World War II 

aircraft and more. 
The event also offers miles of exhibits, 

aircraft displays and entertainment on the 
ground. 

“With the Blue Angels headlining 
for the first time since 2019, this year’s 
Airshow promises to be an unforgettable 
experience for aviation fans of all ages,” 
said Darcy Brewer, executive director of 
the California Capital Airshow. “Our team 
has worked tirelessly to create an event 
that showcases the awe-inspiring power 
of flight, and we can’t wait to welcome 
everyone for a weekend with amazing per-
formances and family fun.” 

The event offers several ticket types, 
with a range of experiences and accom-
modations.  General Admission tickets for 
the 2025 Airshow includes free parking 
and event admission for up to six children 
(ages 15 and under).  

New this year is an exclusive event 
entrance and venue for all attendees with 

upgraded tickets. Guests will have access 
to food trucks and upgraded restrooms 
dedicated to upgraded ticket holders. The 
Airshow has several tiers of ticketed expe-
riences, including the Capital Club, Flight 
Line Club and Mather Club, which offer 
a range of benefits such as shaded seat-
ing, complimentary beverages, buffet 
lunch and prime views of the aerial perfor-
mances. Returning this year is The Hangar 
experience, which includes unlimited craft 
beer and spirits from the City of Rancho 
Cordova’s Barrel District and wine from 
Starfield Vineyards.

For those seeking a more premium 
experience, First Class, a brand-new offer-
ing for 2025, includes exclusive access to 
VIP amenities, a pilot meet-and-greet, and 
premium food and drink options.  

Tickets are now available for purchase 
online. With the popularity of the Blue 
Angels and limited availability for all 
ticket types, fans are encouraged to buy 

early. Tickets will not be sold at the event 
gates.  

Special thanks also to California Capital 
Airshow sponsors: Modern Aviation, 
SMUD, Verizon, Keurig Dr. Pepper, 
Donaghy Sales, Monster Energy, Thunder 
Valley, UPS, Five Star Bank, Teichert, 
Atlas Disposal and Golden 1 Credit 
Union. 

For more information about tickets, 
pricing and packages, visit online califor-
niacapitalairshow.com. � H

Tickets Now on Sale for California Capital Airshow with Blue Angels

The 2025 California Capital Airshow will be 
headlined by the world-renowned U.S. Navy 
Blue Angels flight demonstration squadron. 
Photo courtesy of the California Capital Airshow
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Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
 Gr

ov
e B

lvd
 - F

lor
in 

Rd

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Announcements

Autos Wanted

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today! 
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Solving Plumbing Problems, 
One Leak at a Time 

Residential & Commercial 
Platero Parada Plumbing 

 Call Sam, the owner, for free estimates:  
650-431-8893  Lic. 1112115

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Plumbing

Advertise  
in your local  
community 
newspaper.

Call  
(916) 773-1111

Painting

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er.  (Offer ends 3/30/25.) Call 
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

Landscaping

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN 

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605.  (Cal-Scan)

Concrete

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Kings tickets 
Best Seats in G1 for the $ 
Section 218 Row B 7 & 8 
Private box area 1st row 

balcony halfcourt; 16 folding 
chairs in one row. No one in 
front or behind. Buy direct 

save $ 916-595-5379

Painting

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

PRESSURE 
WASHING

ROOF MOSS 
REMOVAL

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304
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Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
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Help Wanted

Programmer/Analyst, 
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.  
Determine client-side data 
capture, presentation and 
manipulation needs within, 
and build system components 
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply 
to:  HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th 
Street, Bakersfield, CA  93301. 
Ref. job code ME008.

Concrete

CSD Establishes Security 
Hotline Email

Rancho Murieta residents with security 
issues have a new option for contacting 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District to receive a timely response: secu-
rityhotline@RMCSD.com. 

Residents also can reach security 24 
hours a day by calling 916-354-CARE 
(2263). However, residents experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency requiring 
immediate police, fire or ambulance assis-
tance should call 911.

RMA Sponsors Rattlesnake 
Training for Dogs

The Rancho Murieta Association 
Recreation Committee is sponsoring a rat-
tlesnake-avoidance training session for 
dogs on Friday, April 4 at the RMA Office. 

Call or text 775-234-8844 to schedule 
an appointment. Or email GetRattledNV@
gmail.com. The cost is $125 per dog.

Women’s Club Bingo 
 Luncheon March 26

The Rancho Murieta Women’s Club 
will welcome spring with its March 26 
luncheon – Spring Bling Bingo and Beans 
at the Rancho Murieta Country Club. 

The bling will be the Bingo prizes, 
with winners choosing from new costume 
jewelry. The beans will be a donation of 
non-perishable foods and sundries like 
disposable diapers that will be donated to 

the Wellspring Women’s Center. The main 
luncheon entrée will be a plated spinach 
salad with a choice of chicken or salmon. 
A vegetarian option is also available. 

The reservation deadline is March 
14. For more information contact Cindy 
Shamrock at 916-354-1918 or Barbara 
Armstrong at 916-541-1884. 

Time to Order 
 2025 Senior Banners

It’s time to order senior banners to cele-
brate our 2025 Rancho Murieta graduates. 

Email the following to RMseniorflags@
gmail.com: the graduate’s first and last 
name, location on the north or south, 
school names and photo at least 1 mb 
in size. The cost is $92.44. Venmo 
Michelle@michele-Robb. 

If you have questions reach out to 
Michelle Robb at the email address.

VFW Auxiliary Seeks  
New Members

The Rancho Murieta Veterans for 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Auxiliary is look-
ing for new members who are passionate 
about supporting veterans and miliary 
families while benefiting from personal 
and professional growth opportunities. 

Eligibility requires a family relation-
ship to a VFW-eligible veteran such as a 
spouse, parent or grandchild. 

For more information about the local 
auxiliary, contact President Melissa 

Mineni at mel.mineni@gmail.com. 
If you are interested in joining the 

Rancho Murieta VFW Post, reach out to 
Membership Chairman Tylor Fugate at 
tylorfugate150@gmail.com. Eligibility for 
VFW membership requires honorable ser-
vice in the U.S. Military and participation 
in a foreign war, expedition or campaign 
recognized by the VFW.

Local Crime Records Online 
 at RVT Website

The online edition of the River Valley 
Times at therivervalleytimes.com includes 
a section called “Local Crime Arrests,” 
which compiles public arrest records for 
Rancho Murieta and Wilton residents. 
This section can be found on the right side 
of each page. 

As of Feb. 16, the map showed the 
arrests of one Rancho Murieta resident 
and five Wilton residents. The Rancho 
Murieta resident was arrested for driving 
under the influence and had a prior arrest 
for kidnapping. 

One of the Wilton residents was arrested 
for arson involving a structure or for-
est land. Both men were arrested by the 
Amador County Sheriff’s Office.

Rancho Murieta Band to 
Perform at Ione Casino

A rock band comprising four Rancho 
Murieta residents, Davey Boy and the 
Funomenals, will perform from 1 p.m. 

to 4 p.m. March 16 at Harrah’s Northern 
California Casino.

 The casino is located at 4640 Coal 
Mine Road in Ione. Admission is free. 

River Valley Times Expands 
Online Coverage in 2025

Starting in 2025, the River Valley Times 
began providing more timely updates on 
local events through its online platforms. 
Certain events will now be reported within 
one to two days of their occurrence, ensur-
ing residents stay informed between the 
bi-monthly distribution of the printed 
edition. 

Online updates will include a mix of 
brief summaries, in-depth stories, and 
photos. Readers can access these updates 
on the newspaper’s website at www.the-
rivervalleytimes.com, Or follow the River 
Valley Times on social media on Twitter 
at x.com/RVTMPG8 and on Facebook at 
facebook.com/Therivervalleytimes.

Wilton Bingo Games  
Held Monthly

April bingo will be on Saturday, April 5. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. with food available 
for sale, and bingo starts at 6 p.m. in the 
Wilton Community Center (9717 Colony 
Road, at Dillard Road). 

All proceeds go to two non-profits: 
the local Park Council and the Wilton 
History Group. Questions? Call Lorraine 
Robinson at 916-212-8896.� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A government claim by 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris, paying for a secu-
rity shortfall, and high 
expectations for new 
accounting software were 
among the topics discussed 
when the Rancho Murieta 
Community Service Board 
held its monthly meeting 
on Feb. 19.

The primary topic was 
what to do next regarding 
the draft of the Integrated 
Water Master Plan. See 
the separate story in this 
issue for details about that 
discussion.

General Manager 
Status

President Stephen Booth 
opened the meeting by 
announcing that the board 
had unanimously voted to 
deny a government claim 
filed by General Manager 
Mimi Morris. That action 
enables her to move for-
ward with a lawsuit.

Morris has been on paid 
leave since Jan. 6, when 
the board adjourned to a 
closed session to evaluate 
her performance. Before 
the session, she publicly 
accused Booth of retali-
ation, discrimination and 

harassment,  revealing 
that she had filed an inter-
nal complaint against him 
after the November board 
meeting.

Booth responded the 
following day, stating, “I 
categorically deny that 
there has been any discrim-
ination against her for any 
reason.”

During the Jan. 6 closed 
session, the board voted 
4-0 to place Morris on 
administrative leave pend-
ing an investigation. Two 
days later, Morris’s attor-
ney filed a government 
claim against the district, 
reiterating her allegations 
against Booth in greater 
detail.

Under California law, 
employees must file a gov-
ernment claim before suing 
a governmental entity, 
allowing time for resolu-
tion before litigation. Now 
that the board has denied 

her government claim, 
District Counsel Patrick 
Enright confirmed in a 
Jan. 23 email to the River 
Valley Times that Morris 
has six months to file a 
lawsuit.

Enright said Golden 
State Risk Management 
Authority is handling the 
government claim and 
declined further com-
ment. He also confirmed 
that Kramer Workplace 
Investigations is still inves-
tigating Morris’s internal 
complaint and that she 
remains on paid adminis-
trative leave.

Security Shortfall
Director of Finance 

and Administration Mark 
Matulich updated the 
board on security opera-
tions, noting that issues 
with part-time gate offi-
cers on weekends and 
patrol officers parking 
in handicapped spaces 
had been addressed. Gate 
officers have also been 
issued lanyards for bet-
ter identification. He 
announced the creation of 
a security hotline email, 
securityhotline@rmcd.
com and discussed plans to 
make it widely accessible.

Security Committee 
Chair Linda Butler stressed 
the importance of widely 
publicizing the security 

hotline email, urging res-
idents to report issues 
directly rather than on 
social media. Matulich 
agreed, calling it a more 
effective channel for secu-
rity concerns.

(For more information 
about the barcode issue, 
see the story “CSD Board 
tables barcode fee, con-
siders new water plan” at 
therivervalleytimes.com.)

When Booth invited 
board comments on the 
security report, Director 
Tim Maybee questioned 
how the district is fund-
ing the security shortfall 
after the board rejected 
a barcode fee increase to 
support 24-hour patrol cov-
erage. Matulich responded 
that the only option was to 
use property tax revenue.

After Booth clarified that 
the board had tabled, not 
rejected, the barcode fee 
increase until budget dis-
cussions, Director Randy 
Jenco remained unsatis-
fied. He argued that using 
county tax funds vio-
lated a 2023 Grand Jury 
recommendation.

Booth asked Jenco if he 
wanted the issue on the 
March agenda and sug-
gested the board consider 
an action item to reduce 
staff to previous levels or 
adjust the budget to fund 
the additional positions for 

the rest of the year.
Jenco said he would like 

to discuss this at the next 
meeting. “I just think that 
we are backfilling a hole 
with taxpayers’ money 
without really discussing 
it and being transparent 
about it, which I think is 
wrong,” he said.

Booth directed District 
Counsel Enright to col-
laborate with District 
Secretary Amelia Wilder to 
draft the language for the 
two agenda items.

Accounting Software
The board unanimously 

approved Matulich’s rec-
ommendation to contract 
with Caselle account-
ing software. The upfront 
cost is $39,000, with an 
ongoing cost of $2,700. 
Matulich noted that while 
the price is similar to the 
district’s current account-
ing software, Caselle will 
enhance accounting pro-
cesses and transparency.

“This is a full-ser-
vice accounting software 
package that does fund 
accounting, which is the 
type of accounting the dis-
trict needs to do,” Matulich 
said. “It also will create a 
ton of efficiencies because 
it would take a number of 
silo systems that don’t talk 
to each other and put them 
all under one roof.”

In Other Business
L o n g t i m e  c o m m u -

nity activist Janis Eckard 
spoke during public com-
ments about fire protection 
shortcomings related to 
the community’s water 
tanks and fire hydrant sys-
tem. For more details, see 
the separate story in this 
issue covering the Rancho 
Mur i e t a  Assoc i a t i on 
meeting, where she also 
outlined her concerns.

The board approved 
R a n c h o  M u r i e t a 
Assoc ia t ion  Genera l 
Manager  Rod Hart’s 
request to support trail 
maps for the Rancho 
North subdivision, which 
now meets association 
requirements.

Butler  provided an 
update on organizing a 
strategic planning session 
for the board, with further 
discussion scheduled for 
the March 19 meeting.

Operations Manager Eric 
Houston introduced an 
addition to his Water 101 
educational piece, which 
explains the district’s infra-
structure and operations. A 
key highlight was that the 
district has 301,000 feet of 
water mains, equivalent to 
57 miles of underground 
piping. 

This story is available 
online at rivervalleytimes.
com.� H

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

Breaking news, the Sacramento Kings 
can win games against playoff quality 
teams without all-world center Domantas 
Sabonis. It happened Saturday night in 
Houston Texas against a playoff  bound 
Rockets team, as iron man Sabonis 
grabbed his right hamstring and was 
forced to leave the game only two min-
utes into the action.

Not to be esoteric, but intended for 
every fan and pundit to understand, this 
team even short-handed can make the 
playoff s. Yes, I said playoff s, not playin.

Even with the news that Sabonis will 
be sidelined for 2-3 weeks, every fan 
should fi nd the positive where it takes 
you. With Sabonis resting his ailing ham-
string, players such as Keon Ellis, Trey 
Lyles, and hopefully Markelle Fultz, will 
get much more court action, and Fultz in 
particular needs more time getting used 
to his new teammates.

I’m excited to see the athleticism and 
deft ball handling that Fultz brings to 
the hardwood, and without question 
Malik Monk needs time without the ball. 
Monk is getting exhausted handling the 
ball every possession, and he is leading 
the team in turnovers nearly every night. 
This comes from trying to do too much, 
and I love the eff ort Malik brings every 
game. No one gives more, but he is more 
comfortable in the role as a 2 guard, and 
with either Devin Carter or Markelle 
Fultz on the court, Malik can assume his 
former role.

Not to be overlooked as the Kings have 
put together a 3-game winning streak, is 
the work of big man Jonas Valanciunas. 
Jonas looks like the NBA starter he’s 
always been and will fi ll the void left by 
Sabonis as he nurses his hamstring over 
the next half dozen games.

Valanciunas is an excellent rebounder 
and has a low post game that is second to 
none. He gets criticism for his defense, 
but I believe he is a more than capable 
team defender, and he accepts a challenge 
well. Without question the acquisition of 
Jonas Valanciunas was bound to pay div-
idends, and Sacramento is about to see 
what this quality NBA center can do.

While pundits criticized the trade that 
brought Zach Lavine to the Kings from 

Chicago, all that Zach has done is play 
better and better with every game. The 
initial jitters that led to poor 3-point 
shooting has been replaced by stellar 
knock-down 3’s, that ignite the home 
crowd and show naysayers that this for-
mer NBA all-star can make a diff erence 
every night. 

This is exactly the type of team 
Sacramento fans have been hoping to 
see for years. A team that can take any 
team to the wire every night, and as this 
newly assembled group has found time 
together, they are looking like a bonifi ed 
playoff  contender.

Just percentage points ahead of 
the Dallas Mavericks in the Western 
Conference standings, Monday night’s 
game looms large. 

The Kings occupy the No. 9 spot in the 
standings but are amazingly only a half-
game out of the No. 6 spot. Five quality 
teams are vying for No. 6, but the Kings 
are fi nding their collective stride at just 
the right moment. Tested they will be as 
they enter American Airlines arena and 
face Kyrie Irving and Klay Thompson. 

If ever in a frenetic season it is time 
for optimism, that time is now! It should 
come from every corner, and regardless 
of what occurs against the Mavericks 
and the Nuggets on Wednesday night in 
Denver, everyone should be looking for-
ward to Friday night’s contest against the 
visiting San Antonio Spurs.

Much has been said about the back 
story of DeAaron Fox leaving the Kings, 
and for one night that needs to take hia-
tus. When DeAaron is introduced as a 
member of the opposing team, every 
fan needs to get on their feet and put 
their hands together. What Fox did for 
the Sacramento Kings in nearly eight 
seasons is legendary, and without ques-
tion No. 5 will have his jersey retired 
someday.

Stand up Kings fans, because the best 
is truly yet to come! It’s a great time to 
be a Sacramento Kings fan, so remember 
the glass is half full, and the playoff s are 
right around the corner!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

Government Claim, Security, Accounting Software are CSD Topics

General Manager Mimi 
Morris, who remains on 
paid leave, can now sue the 
district. Courtesy Photo

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Of� ces of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Of� ce is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 
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Dawny Corsaut

RMHomesForSale.com

916-769-7462 I 354-3333

Lic# 01365643C W Inc.

CALL-A-PRO

Erin Howard • 354-8677
7281 Lone Pine Dr. Ste 105 • Murieta Plaza

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

Call (209) 745-1551  Call (209) 745-1551  
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

6.75%

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years

 Local Processing & Servicing

 No Closing Cost on Qualifying 
Transactions; Except for Appraisal/
Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current  
and Future Needs

 Home Improvement, Debt  
Consolidation, College Tuition

 Interest May be Tax Deductible  
(Please consult your tax advisor)

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of the loan 
which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the 
weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment 
period is 8.00%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: 
(1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any 
existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary 
residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total 
maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans 
are subject to a current appraisal or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance 
is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 
early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the 
first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure 
Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 
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CALL-A-PRO

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
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best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES

CERTIFIED ARBORISTS
ST.CONT.LIC.#653836

www.treetechservices.com

(916) 688-7979 | 1-800-821-TRIM

A subsidiary of TreeTechnology, Inc.
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Sports Lover’s Tour Ultimate Baseball Tour
Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
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SACRAMENTO’S LEADING ARTIFICIAL TURF INSTALLER
ARTIFICIAL TURF      •      PAVERS      •      CONCRETE

TotalTurf.com  |  LIC #1125443 HOURS: 7AM-8PM / M-Sat

$500 OFF
For The Month of January
Must be over 1,000 sq. ft.

CALL TOM FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

916-671-0070

Tom, Total Turf
Owner

• 100% Made In USA Artificial Turf

• 100% PFA + Lead Free

• Locally Owned & Operated

•  45 Combined Years Of Artificial 
Turf Experience

ARTIFICIAL TURF       •       PAVERS       •       CONCRETE

HOURS: 7AM-8PM / M-Sat

SACRAMENTO’S LEADING ARTIFICIAL TURF INSTALLER

CALL TOM FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

916-671-0070 
TotalTurf.com  |  LIC #1125443

$1000 OFF 
For The Month Of December
Must be over 1,000 sq. ft.

• We Never Use Cheap Or Foreign Turf

• Licensed & Insured, No Subcontractors 

• Over 1,000 Successfully Completed Jobs

• PGA Certified Putting Greens 

Tom , Total Turf 
Owner

• 100% Made in USA Turf

• 100% PFA + Lead Free

• Locally Owned & Operated

• 45 Combined Years Of  
Artificial Turf Experience

• We Never Use Cheap Or Foreign Turf

• Licensed & Insured, No Subcontractors

• Over 1.000 Successfully Completed Jobs

• PGA Certified Putting Greens

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club resorted 
to magic to celebrate their 
33rd anniversary at the 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club on Jan. 29. The sold-
out luncheon featured a 
performance by renowned 
magician and illusionist 
Andy Amyx and his wife, 
Georgia.

Despite some club mem-
bers trying to avoid the 
magician’s attention by 
sitting at a back table, oth-
ers eagerly participated in 
his performance, which 
had the audience laugh-
ing uncontrollably for 80 
minutes. 

Erin Bailey volunteered 
for the most astonishing 
routine involving a $100 
bill that ended up inside 
an orange hidden inside 
a paper bag several tables 
away from the stage. 
Amyx used sleight of hand 
and clever misdirection to 
achieve his illusion.

“I tried to trick them 
with all my choices,” 
Bailey said. “I know it was 
magic, but it was real.”

Audience member Diana 
Frazinetti  was aston-
ished when the magician 
introduced Flight, his 
17-year-old white dove, 
which promptly escaped. 
“The bird flew all over, 
and then he went and got 
it,” she said. “It was a live 
bird. It wasn’t fake.”

Amyx mentioned that 
people often ask if his 
birds are mechanical. “I 
just tell them I wind them 
up before the show,” he 
joked.

Throughout his career, 
Andy has performed inter-
nationally, including at 
venues such as the Magic 

Castle in Hollywood, 
Musgi Resorts in Japan, 
The Tropicana Casino 
in Atlantic City, Bally’s 
in Las Vegas, and The 
Riviera in Las Vegas. He 
has also entertained nota-
ble celebrities like Alanis 
Morissette, Julia Roberts, 
Demi Moore, Bruce Willis, 
Morgan Freeman, Tom 
Cruise and Nicole Kidman. 

Beside the stage, his 
poster displayed quotes 
from Morgan Freeman: 

“That was just fantastic. I 
want to see it again,” and 
from Hugh Hefner: “Truly 
one of the best acts I have 
ever seen.”

Based in Sacramento, 
Amyx previously per-
formed for the club just 
before the pandemic.

Program
A short business pro-

g r a m  p r e c e d e d  t h e 
hilarity. It began with 
Past President Vickie 

Joyer presenting Cindy 
Shamrock and Barbara 
Armstrong with butter-
fly-adorned catchers in 
recognition of their dedi-
cated efforts managing the 
luncheon reservations. 

P r e s i d e n t  B o n n i e 
Kirschman reported that 
the membership stood at 
177 and urged another 61 
to renew. She explained the 
need in the group’s news-
letter, “The Activity Line.” 

“We do have a challeng-
ing year ahead of us with 
increases in food, facility 
fees, and just about every-
thing you can think of,” 
she said. “Please try to sup-
port all of our luncheons 
and invite your friends, rel-
atives, and especially new 
neighbors…The more the 
merrier.”

Patti Keating, co-chair of 
the blood drive committee, 

reported that the Jan. 27 
drive had succeeded even 
though the blood bank, 
Vitalant, had some com-
puter system problems. 

Erin Bailey, who is 
chairing the fashion show 
on May 7, asked com-
mittee member Theresa 
Ilaga to explain this year’s 
theme—A Royalty Affair. 
“We are encouraging all 
of the ladies to wear tea 
hats and gloves,” she said. 
Another thing is we really 
would like you all to come 
and spill the tea.”

The phrase “spill the 
tea” has become popular 
in recent years, especially 
on social media platforms, 
and is commonly used to 
prompt someone to share 
intriguing or scandalous 
details about a situation or 
person.

Vice-President Toni 

Anani enthusiastically 
encouraged members to 
attend the March 26 lun-
cheon titled “Spring Bling 
Bingo & Beans.” She 
explained that “bling” 
refers to the costume jew-
elry to be awarded as bingo 
prizes. “But we are not 
going to be eating beans. 
It’s just a reminder to bring 
an optional food donation,” 
she clarified.

All nonperishable food 
items and sundries like 
diapers and travel-sized 
toiletries collected at the 
upcoming luncheon will be 
donated to the Wellspring 
Women’s Center, which 
supports women and chil-
dren. See the community 
brief with luncheon details 
in this issue.

For more photos of 
Amyx’s performance, visit 
therivervalleytimes.com.�H 

Magician Dazzles Women’s Club with Comedy and Illusions

Magician Andy Amyx and wife Georgia demonstrate the Three 
Card Monte illusion when performing at the Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club luncheon on Jan. 29. Photos by Gail Bullen

Vickie Joyner presents beautifully decorated dream catchers to Cindy Armstrong, on the left, 
and Barbara Armstrong. 

Andy Amyx introduces “Flight” to Ivy Applebaum.

Sheryl Bray, left, and Erin Bailey can’t help feeling bamboozled.


