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Afato Named 
Yuba College 

Women’s 
Soccer Coach
By Somer Hamso, 
Yuba College

MARYSVILLE, CA (MPG) - 
Growing up, Pete Afato 
couldn’t wait to leave Yuba 
City and see the world 
beyond California. His 
soccer skills took him on 
an unforgettable journey 
across the country but it 
was only when he was far 
from home that he truly 
developed a deep sense of 
pride in his roots.

Afato’s love for soccer 
eventually brought him 
back to Yuba City, where 
he invests in the local soc-
cer community. 

On March 13, with 
the approval of the Yuba 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e 
District Board, Afato was 
appointed as the head 
women’s soccer coach for 
the 49ers.

“I take it with a lot of 
pride and honor and humil-
ity,” Afato said. “I get to 
give back to a place that 
gave me something.”

Afato is known not 
just for revitalizing pro-
grams but also for creating 
opportunities from scratch, 
such as starting the Yuba 
Football Club. As an assis-
tant coach for Yuba College 
last year, he focused on 
recruiting. When the head 
coach position opened up, 
he saw it as a challenge he 
was eager to take on.

“He’s motivated to be 
successful, win and bring 
in players,” Yuba College 
Athletic Director Erick 
Burns said. “He’s pretty 
well connected to the youth 
soccer in our area for girls 
and boys. I think that could 
be very helpful to him 
in utilizing the relation-
ships he established in this 
community.”

Being at Yuba College is 
a homecoming for Afato. A 
multi-sport athlete at Yuba 
City High School, he broke 
his ankle during his senior 
season. Despite receiving 
offers from colleges in the 
Midwest, Afato enrolled 
at Yuba College, where 
he was captain during his 
sophomore season.

“Yuba (College) got my 
playing career back on 
track,” Afato said. “I know 
how important junior col-
leges can be to athletes 
who want to play at the 
next level who may not 
have the resources.”

His performance for the 
49ers earned him a spot in 
a showcase game in Los 
Angeles, Calif., which led to 
an offer from Sierra Nevada 
College, followed by a 
transfer to Florida Memorial 
University (FMU).

Afato was three games 
into his season at Florida 
Memorial University when 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit and he returned to the 
West Coast.

Continued on page 3

From Fashion to Foster Care
Designer’s Nonprofit Expands to NorCal

By Shamaya Sutton

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - What if a hand-
bag could change a life? 

For years, designer Gina Alexander 
turned personal memories into fash-
ion statements, creating custom photo 
handbags adored by both celebrities 
and high-end retailers. 

But beyond the glitz and glamour, 
her true passion lay in something far 
more profound: giving foster youth 
the skills and support they need to 
build a future. Now, after years of 
success in Los Angeles, Alexander is 
bringing that mission home to Yuba 
City.

“My husband and I went through a 
devastating time trying to have kids,” 
said Alexander. “Designing and mak-
ing products really helped me heal. 

The handbags were my therapy.”
Determined to become a mother, 

Alexander faced countless fertil-
ity treatments and heartbreaking 
setbacks. When she discovered 
that adoption would cost $20,000, 
Alexander turned to what she knew 
best: fashion. With a bold vision 
and unwavering determination, 
Alexander and her husband, Richard 
Alexander, opened their first store in 
2000, in the heart of Los Angeles’s 
entertainment district. Within just 
11 months, their business skyrock-
eted, generating $1.4 million in sales, 
and proving that purpose and passion 
could go hand in hand.

“All my customers became moms, 
moms who couldn’t have kids, moms 
who adopted,” said Alexander. “The 
sales of our bags have helped 12 

families pay for their adoptions. I 
like to say it’s a bag that keeps on 
giving.”

Alexander wrapped up her hand-
bag business around 2017 but her 
commitment to making a difference 
never wavered. Now a mother to 
two adopted daughters, Katelyn and 
Makena, Alexander has redirected 
her passion toward mentorship, host-
ing designer bag workshops and 
entrepreneurial training for foster 
teens and young adults. 

Her dedication to empowering 
youth led to the creation of We Give 
LA in 2021, a nonprofit organization 
devoted to providing foster youth 
with the life and career skills they 
need to succeed as they transition out 
of the system.

Gina Alexander and Richard Alexander, left, pose with their two adopted daughters, Katlyn and Makena. The Alexanders will 
celebrate the launch of WeGive NorCal, a Northern California branch of WeGive LA, on April 11 in Yuba City. This new nonprofit 
organization seeks to empower foster teens with essential life and career skills as they approach independence. Photo courtesy of 
WeGive LA

Council Approves Maintenance Contract for Ellis Lake
By Shaunna Boyd

MARYSVILLE, CA (MPG) - The 
Marysville City Council’s 
public hearing on March 4 
considered modifications 
to the city’s sign ordinance. 
The council requested the 
change to enhance historic 
aspects of the community 
through signage and to 
support economic develop-
ment throughout the city. 

Planning consultant 
Mike Luken said the cur-
rent sign ordinance is “very 
rigid,” outlining specific 
sizes allowed for various 
sign types. The proposed 
change will not increase 
the overall total signage 
space allowed but will pro-
vide much more flexibility 
in how businesses can use 
that space. The sign excep-
tions would go through 
a streamlined process 
but they would still need 
approval from the city’s 
Planning Commission (or 
its Architectural Review 
Board subcommittee). 

Councilmember Brad 
Hudson said the change 
“makes it a lot more 

friendly for current busi-
nesses and potential new 
businesses.” 

Mayor Chris Branscum 
supported the change, 
because it allows a busi-
ness “to express itself in a 
manner that’s pleasing to 
the community.” 

Councilmember Stuart 
Gilchrist said, “We want 
to encourage signage that 
attracts people and so that’s 
the whole point of this.” 

The Marysville City 

Council voted unani-
mously to approve the sign 
ordinance amendment.  

T h e  Yu b a - S u t t e r 
Economic Development 
District presented its five-
yea r  Comprehens ive 
Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS) for coun-
cil approval. The result of a 
local planning process, the 
Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy will 
guide the economic growth 
of the Yuba-Sutter region 

by creating jobs, fostering 
a more stable and diverse 
economy, and improving 
living conditions. 

Goal One is to create 
and maintain a competitive 
region by attracting new 
businesses and industries, 
supporting entrepreneurial 
development and expand-
ing regional businesses. 
Goal Two is to attract and 
retain talent by increas-
ing collaboration between 

The City of Marysville selected Solitude Lake Management to provide annual lake maintenance 
for Ellis Lake. Photo courtesy of City of Marysville
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By Shamaya Sutton

LIVE OAK, CA (MPG) - 
Basketball is back at Live 
Oak High School, and this 
time, it’s all for a great 
cause. To raise funds for 
the senior class's safe and 
fun graduation celebra-
tion, the Live Oak High 
School Boosters Club will 
host a Sober Grad Night 
Basketball Game at 6 p.m. 
April 4.

“We put this together 
two or three years ago after 
having two or three DUI 
collisions, especially one 
that happened in Live Oak 
specifically that was a lit-
tle near and dear to us,” 
said Scott Smallwood, 
the undersheriff for Sutter 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
“We said, ‘How can we 
really help push sober driv-
ing,’ and nothing seemed 
better than making sure we 
start with our youth.”

The April 4 event is 
set to feature an exciting 
matchup as the Live Oak 
High School seniors take 
on members of the Sutter 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Sutter County Fire 
Department in a friendly 
but competitive game. 
Tickets are $10 at the door 
and all proceeds will go 
toward ensuring the seniors 
enjoy a substance-free grad 
night to remember.

“At our Sober Grad 

Night, we had these sumo 
suits that people could get 
in and wrestle each other,” 
said Sierra Pedley, Sutter 
County Sheriff ’s pub-
lic information officer and 
River Valley High School 
alumni. “It was such a 
good time and I think for 
any senior, it's important to 
go as a kind of last hoorah 
to your high school.”

This will be the third 
year that the Sutter County 

Sheriff’s and Sutter County 
Fire Department have 
played the seniors and they 
are currently the standing 
champions. Smallwood 
hopes to continue this 
streak on April 4 and is 
looking forward to the 
match.

“It's fun, it's entertain-
ing and a great cause,” said 
Smallwood. “Make sure to 
bring extra cash for raffles 
and food.”� 

Council Approves Maintenance 
Contract for Ellis Lake

educational institutions and 
improving understanding of 
all ethnicities and cultures 
in the region. Goal Three 
is to improve and modern-
ize infrastructure, including 
transit planning and hous-
ing development. Goal Four 
is to foster overall quality 
of life through continued 
investment in regional ame-
nities and shared resources 
to improve public safety.

Yuba-Sutter Economic 
Development District rep-
resentatives said that while 
business growth and jobs 
in the region were increas-
ing, unemployment levels 
also increased. There are 
many people in the region 
living in poverty and it is a 
struggle to improve the lev-
els of education attainment. 
Having this plan in place 
helps the district find fund-
ing opportunities to support 
necessary improvements. 

The council unanimously 
approved the district’s five-
year plan. 

N e x t ,  t h e  c o u n c i l 
considered an annual con-
tract with Solitude Lake 
Management (SLM) to 
handle maintenance at Ellis 
Lake. In 2023, there was 
a high-level of algae and 
weed growth in the lake 
due to high summer tem-
peratures, and it degraded 
the water quality and the 
public’s ability to use and 
enjoy the lake. 

Through a $300,000 
grant from Yuba Water 
Agency,  the City of 
Marysville was able to 
cover the costs of improv-
ing the water quality. 
Solitude Lake Management 
was contracted to per-
form various treatments in 
the lake at a total cost of 
$51,825. The treatments 
succeeded, and last sum-
mer, the lake was clean and 

clear. 
After a Request for 

Proposals (RFP) for an 
annual lake maintenance 
contract, Solitude Lake 
Management was selected 
as the best option, at a total 
contract cost of $42,462. 
The scope of work includes 
systemic herbicide in the 
spring, inspections every 
two months during the 
summer with additional 
treatment as needed, and 
annual reporting to meet 
state regulations.

 “Whatever worked last 
year, do it again,” Mayor 
Branscum said. 

Branscum said he lives 
on the lake and saw many 
more residents and visi-
tors enjoying the lake last 
season: “It makes a big dif-
ference in the enjoyment of 
the lake.” 

The council voted unan-
imously to approve the 
maintenance contract. 

Interim Finance Director 
Consultant Robin Bertagna 
presented the council with a 
mid-year review of the fis-
cal year 2024-2025 budget, 
with recommended adjust-
ments. She explained that 
revenues from property 
taxes and permits have con-
tinued to increase above 
original projections but 
sales tax projections have 
declined, compared to ini-
tial forecasts. However, 
for this fiscal year, the 
city has three large reve-
nues incoming: $877,647 
from a Caltrans settlement, 
$905,935 from the B Street 
property sale and $1.4 mil-
lion from Marysville Hotel 
property remediation. 

The recommended reve-
nue adjustment was a total 
increase of $3.4 million, 
with $3.3 million as one-
time revenue. Expenditures 
were recommended to 
increase by $2.1 million, 

with $2 million in one-time 
expenditures.

Be r t agna  s a id  t he 
increased revenues are par-
tially offset by increased 
expenses but most of those 
are also one-time expenses, 
with some expenses paid 
out of federal grants. One-
time revenues and one-time 
expenditures are in the red 
by $1.1 million “but that 
doesn’t concern me,” said 
Bertagna, because many of 
the expenditures are pay-
ing for projects with grant 
funding already received 
as revenue in prior fiscal 
years. 

 “This truly shows that 
we are not deficit spending 
our budget,” Bertagna said. 
“Maryville is in the black, 
where ongoing revenues 
exceed ongoing expendi-
tures by $453,614.”

Mayor Branscum said he 
has complete confidence 
in the report and the coun-
cil voted unanimously to 
approve the mid-year bud-
get adjustments. 

During council updates, 
Councilmember Gilchrist 
said that the federal gov-
e rnment  had  paused 
emergency food and shelter 
funds from FEMA, which 
could impact local food 
banks in the community.  

C i ty  Manager  J im 
Schaad added that there 
are various federal actions 
“keeping us on our toes. … 
Every day, there’s some-
thing coming out from 
DOGE (Department of 
Government Efficiency) or 
the president that may or 
may not affect us.” 

While there are no imme-
diate short-term effects, 
according to Schaad, there 
are potential long-term 
implications for federal 
grants. 

“We just don’t know 
yet,” Schaad said.� 

Continued from page 1

2025 California Purple Star 
Schools Announced

California Department  
of Education News Release 

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony 
Thurmond on March 13 announced that 83 
schools have been designated as a Purple 
Star School in 2025, bringing the total 
number of California schools recognized 
with this honor to 179 since the program's 
inception in 2023. 

The California Purple Star School 
Designation Program (Purple Star 
Program) seeks to reduce the burden on 
military-connected students and their 
families by articulating the most criti-
cal transition supports available. The 
Purple Star Program is a way to pub-
licly recognize and designate schools 
that meet certain requirements, and 
signals which schools are the most 
committed and best equipped to meet 

the unique needs of these students and 
their families.

The Purple Star Program was designed 
to help mitigate the challenges of high 
mobility by setting standards for and pub-
licly designating military-friendly schools.

“Congratulations to the educators, staff, 
administrators, parents, and students at 
these schools,” said Thurmond. “These 
schools are crucial to supporting our mil-
itary-connected students, ensuring that 
they maintain their academic, college, and 
career aspirations while their parents serve 
our country.”

Regional Purple Star Schools are 
Barry Elementary, Yuba City Unified in 
Sutter County; Compass Charter School 
of Yolo, Winters Joint Unified in Yolo 
County; and Bear River, Lone Tree 
Elementary, Wheatland Charter Academy 
and Wheatland Union High, all from 
Wheatland in Yuba County.� 

Yuba Council Considers Forming Ad 
Hoc Committee on Medical Services

By Shamaya Sutton

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - The Yuba City 
Council is reviewing a recommenda-
tion to establish an Adventist Health Ad 
Hoc Committee to explore opportunities 
for improving local medical and hospital 
services. The proposal follows concerns 
raised at a recent council meeting by Vice-
Mayor Boomgaarden regarding the quality 
and accessibility of healthcare in the area 
during a recent council meeting.

If approved, the committee would be led 
by two designated council members for 
a period of up to one year unless further 

action is taken by the Council. The com-
mittee would collaborate with community 
members and industry partners to assess 
medical service availability, facility loca-
tions and overall healthcare quality. A 
final report with recommendations would 
be presented to the full City Council for 
consideration.

The fiscal impact of the pro-
posed committee is expected to be 
minimal, with costs limited to staff time 
supporting the initiative. The Council 
will determine whether to approve the 
formation of the committee or explore 
alternative approaches.� 

Live Oak Seniors Compete 
Against First Responders

To raise funds for the senior class's safe and fun graduation 
celebration, the Live Oak High School Boosters Club will host 
a Sober Grad Night Basketball Game at 6 p.m. April 4. Photo 
courtesy of Live Oak High School

We Prosper Together Awards $5 Million  
to Advance 11 High-Impact Projects 

Blue Zones Project 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- We Prosper Together is 
investing $5 million in 11 trans-
formative initiatives across the 
Capital Region to advance eco-
nomic resilience and create 
high-quality jobs. Spanning a 
diversity of sectors—includ-
ing biotech, clean energy, food 
and agriculture, and precision 
manufacturing—these projects 
are poised to strengthen key 
industries, foster innovation, 
and expand economic oppor-
tunities for residents across all 
eight counties. 

“We’re creating a pipeline 
of transformative projects that 
address our region’s economic 
challenges, leverage promis-
ing industry sectors, and create 
equitable economic growth. 
This funding is just the begin-
ning. We’re excited to continue 
supporting high-impact projects 
that will help residents earn a 
living wage and build a more 
secure future for themselves 
and their families,” said Evan 
Schmidt, CEO of Valley Vision. 

The funding represents the 
first round of investments in the 
Catalyst Phase, a critical step 
in enacting the strategies out-
lined in We Prosper Together’s 
Regional Plan: Strategies 
for a Thriving and Inclusive 
Economy. The Catalyst Phase 
funding is designed to get proj-
ects and ideas ready for full 
implementation and position 
them to compete effectively 
for future federal, state, or pri-
vate funding. The second round 
of Catalyst Phase funding will 
open within the next three 
months and distribute an addi-
tional $4 million to projects 
across the region. 

The selected projects tackle 
critical regional challenges 
from multiple angles, including 
expanding workforce train-
ing programs to address labor 
shortages, building opportu-
nities in future-ready jobs, 
strengthening the local agricul-
tural ecosystem through food 
hubs and incubators, and pro-
viding students with hands-on 
learning opportunities in 
high-demand careers.  

“We Prosper Together is a 
once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity to bring communities 
together to chart the future of 
good jobs in our region. This 
funding lets us take our work-
force development programs 
into eight counties and work 
with community members of 
all ages to introduce them to 
jobs available now and the jobs 
that are coming up next,” said 
Orville Thomas, CEO of the 
California Mobility Center. 

The full list of funding recip-
ients is as follows:

Building a Healthcare 
Talent Pipeline: Quality Jobs 
for Stronger Communities, 
Los Rios Community College 
District.

Capitol Region Biotech 
Talent Partnership, Sacramento 
Employment and Training 
Agency.

Cultivating Resilient Rural 
Food Ecosystems, Sierra 
Commons.

District Ranch Agritourism 
and Workforce Pilot, Nevada 
Joint Union High School 
District.

EPIC on the Road, Cal EPIC 
[California Energy, Power, and 
Innovation Collaborative], for-
merly the California Mobility 
Center. 

Forest Biomass Business 
Center - Feasibility Study 

and Business  P lanning, 
Camptonville Community 
Partnership. 

Greater Sacramento TPM 
Manufacturing Collaborative: 
Digi tal  Tools  Ini t ia t ive, 
Roseville Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Growing Quality Working 
Lands  Jobs :  Las t -Mi l e 
Development of the Yolo 
Food Hub to Benefit Rural 
Agricultural Workers, Small 
Farms and Food Businesses, 
New Season Community 
Development Corporation. 

Skilled Trades Workforce 
Pipeline Project, Sacramento 
Municipal Utility District.

The  P lan t  Food  and 
Agriculture Innovation Center 
Pre-Development Project, 
University of California, 
Agricul ture and Natural 
Resources.

Yuba Sutter Food Hub 
Feasibility Study, Yuba Sutter 
Food Bank.

The work of We Prosper 
Together is supported by the 
statewide initiative California 
Jobs First and builds on the 
newly released California Jobs 
First Economic Blueprint. 

Representing eight counties 
in the Capital Region, over 150 
organizations, and hundreds 
of community leaders and res-
idents, We Prosper Together 
is driving a community-led 
approach to building a stronger 
regional economy. We Prosper 
Together is working to ele-
vate diverse voices, encourage 
investments, amplify local solu-
tions, and create living-wage 
jobs for families in Colusa, 
El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, 
Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo, and 
Yuba counties. Visit weprosper-
together.org to learn more and 
get involved.  � 
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Story and photos  
by Shamaya Sutton

YUBA CITY, CA (MPG) - At 
the corner of Center Street 
and Plumas in Yuba City 
lies a sun-drenched store 
filled with a “little bit of 
everything.” 

Here, owners Suzanne 
Zenahlik and Mary Wagner 
are living out a dream, 
channeling their passion 
for shopping into a func-
tioning business. 

“Our husbands are prob-
ably really happy that we 
have this store because not 
a lot is coming home any-
more,” joked Wagner.

Wagner’s spunk mixes 
with Zenahlik’s pragmatic 
sensibilities, creating a 
powerful business duo. 
Zenahlik tends to focus 
more on decor and refur-
bishing while Wagner 
spills her energy into 
fashion, resulting in The 
Rack Home and Fashion 
Boutique, a local boutique 
filled with warm rustic 
elegance,

“We really don't want 
to scare people off by the 
name ‘boutique,’” said 
Zenahlik. “We don’t have 
anything that's excessively 
priced. Our goal is to have 
gifts for everyone at a price 
point they can afford.” 

The Rack had its official 
opening on Feb. 2, taking 
the place of the former Nina 
Hive. On social media, The 
Rack is known as “ther-
ackonplumas,” a home and 
fashion boutique where 

everything is for sale.
“Even if there’s not a 

price tag, just ask and we’ll 
try and make an offer,” 
said Wagner. “We like to 
keep things fresh and that 
means moving inventory 
and making room for new 
things.” 

The Rack offers every-
thing from small, knitted 
trinkets and seasonal 
knick-knacks to antique 
hutches and even Brazilian 
cowhides. Wagner and 
Zenahlik frequently work 
with overseas vendors to 
curate a distinct line of 
products not easily found 
elsewhere. The shop’s 
large windows make for 
the perfect nursery, keep-
ing their plants alive and 
healthy, waiting for new 
homes.

“The plants have been 
selling really well,” said 
Zenahlik. “It’s not just 
clothes and furniture 

here; we have plants 
too. Unfortunately, we 
don’t offer consignments 
though.”

Zenahlik and Wagner 
described their business 
relationship as the per-
fect partnership. They are 
thrilled to be in a position 
that fosters their creativity 
and consider this Plumas 
Street location to be the 
ideal space.

“I don't think I would 
have done anywhere else,” 
said Zenahlik.

Added Wagner, “We’ve 
had a really nice welcome 
from the business owners 
and the community itself 
too.”  

To learn more about The 
Rack, visit 653 Plumas 
St. in Yuba City or call 
530-635-9879. Business 
hours are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Mondays. � 

Candies, Nuts, Dried Fruit, Confections,
Gourmet Items, Giftware,

 in store or shipped to your door.

901 N. Walton Ave.
 Yuba City

Mon – Fri 8 am-4 pm 
www.sunsweet.com

530-751-5327 or 800-447-5218

Find out what’s happening 
in your local area at...

ARREST LOGS UPDATED DAILY

T E R R I TO R I A L D I S PATC H . C O M

LOCAL
ARREST
RECORDS
Find out what’s happening 

in your local area at...

As Afato’s dream of 
tu rn ing  p ro fes s iona l 
evolved, he focused more 
on coaching. Through his 
experience, Afato learned 
how to teach the same 
concepts to players of all 
ages from 7-year-olds to 
30-year-olds.

Afato is not one to wait 
for opportunities to come 
to him. The ambitious 
26-year-old sought coach-
ing positions at local high 
schools, offered personal 
training and founded the 
Yuba Football Club with 
the goal to connect local 
people with the game and 
create a strong soccer com-
munity in Yuba City.

“My goal is to provide as 
many opportunities as I can 
for these women to play at 
the next level,” he said. “I 
want to be someone that 
brings hope and shows 
them I did it, now it’s your 
turn to do it.”

While Afato is deter-
mined to win, he believes 

his primary role is to 
develop athletes who are 
ready to play at the next 
level. He’s confident that 
with high standards and a 

strong work ethic, success 
will come.

“With the right kind of 
culture, winning follows,” 
Afato said.� 

Afato Named Yuba College 
Women’s Soccer Coach

Continued from page 1

On March 13, Yuba City native Pete Afato was appointed as the 
head women’s soccer coach for the 49ers. Photo courtesy of Yuba College

Mary Wagner, left, folds clothes at her new store, The Rack 
Home and Fashion Boutique in Yuba City.

A group of foster teens show off their new handbags during a designer workshop led by Gina 
Alexander. Alexander and her husband, Richard, will celebrate the launch of WeGive NorCal, a 
Northern California branch of WeGive LA, on April 11 in Yuba City. Photo courtesy of WeGive LA

The Rack in Yuba City offers everything from small, knitted trinkets and seasonal knick-knacks to 
antique hutches and even Brazilian cowhides. Owners Mary Wagner and Suzanne Zenahlik frequently 
work with overseas vendors to curate a distinct line of products not easily found elsewhere.

Suzanne Zenahlik, left, and Mary Wagner flank the counter of their new boutique store, The Rack 
Home and Fashion Boutique in Yuba City.

“Foster youth aging out of the system 
often lose the support they had in fos-
ter homes, if they had any at all,” said 
Richard Alexander. “Many lack commu-
nication skills and the tools needed to 
become independent, productive citizens. 
We realized we could help by teaching 
them entrepreneurial and life skills at this 
critical point in their lives.”

WeGive LA provides foster youth, espe-
cially those approaching adulthood, with 
essential career training, business work-
shops and relief efforts. Since relocating to 
Yuba City two years ago, the Alexanders 
have actively immersed themselves in the 
community, hosting workshops for Sutter 
County’s Independent Living Program 
(ILP), speaking at local high schools and 
participating in community events.

“I grew up here. My dad was in the 
Air Force,” said Richard Alexander. “My 
mom still lives here and she’s starting to 
go blind, so we moved back to help her. 
So far, we love it here and we saw a real 
need for the kind of services we provide. 
Everything we developed in L.A., we’re 
bringing back home.”

On April 11, the Alexanders will cel-
ebrate the launch of WeGive NorCal, a 
Northern California branch of WeGive 
LA, based in Yuba City. The milestone 
event will feature a benefit dinner at 
Adventure Church of Yuba City, with live 
entertainment, inspiring success stories, a 
catered dinner and an exclusive auction 
to raise funds in support of local foster 
youth.

“We believe that every foster youth 
deserves a chance to thrive, not just sur-
vive,” said Gina Alexander. “This benefit 
isn’t just about raising funds; it’s about 
raising hope, opening doors and creating 
real opportunities for young people who 
need them most.”

Community members and businesses 
are encouraged to participate by attend-
ing, sponsoring or donating to the event. 
Tickets and sponsorship packages are 
available online at wegivela.org under 
the Fundraisers tab. Adventure Church is 
at 876 W Onstott Frontage Road in Yuba 
City. Doors will open at 5 p.m. and dinner 
will start at around 6:30 p.m. April 11. For 
more information, email wegivela@gmail.
com or call 818-425-9812.� 

From Fashion to Foster Care

Continued from page 1

The Rack, New Boutique 
Open in Yuba City
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	Yuba Feather Community Services 
will be holding an election of the board 
April 8. This group, along with many 
community members, make plans for 
events, manage the upkeep of the park, 
ball fields and community center and 
more. Without YFCS we would not have 
a center. Membership forms are avail-
able att Books & More or at the coffee 
shop. Please consider joining this group 
as it meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7 pm. It takes of “village” or two 
to keep the community center operating. 
Without it we would not have a place to 
have group gatherings, a park and more.

	Happy First Day of Spring! The daffo-
dils are on their way out, the red bud if 
opening, it will be dogwood time before 
you know it. I love spring on our moun-
tain. It was a pretty mild winter, though. 
We all wonder what next year will bring.

	News From Keri - Join us for a trans 
formative 10-week course starting March 
17th and running through May 19th, 
every Monday from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM 
at the Hillside Community Church in 
Brownsville. The classes will be facili-
tated by Carri Simeroth, with assistance 
from her sister-in-law, “Ms. Keri.” This 
evidence-based parenting program is 
designed to empower parents with the 
confidence, tools, and skills needed to 
raise healthy, caring, and responsible 
children. You’ll learn essential building 

blocks that every child needs to thrive. 
Materials and refreshments will be pro-
vided, and the projected graduation date 
is June2nd. For more information please 
visit  www.resilientkidz.com (http://www.
resilientkidz.com).

	Stay tuned for exciting activities from 
the Forbestown Community Crew (for-
merly Forbestown Action Committee), 
including kids’ play days, art lessons at 
the community hall, new fundraisers, and 
community get-togethers. To volunteer 
or for more information, please contact 
Nancy Anders at (530) 675-0219.

	A heartfelt thank you to Brian Davis 
with Be Extra for the generous dona-
tion of new shoes to all students at Yuba 
Feather and Dobbins Elementary. We also 
want to recognize all the volunteers who 
dedicated their time to read to the kids 
during Read Across America Week at 
Dobbins and Yuba Feather Elementary. 
Your efforts truly make a difference!Let’s 
continue to build a strong, support-
ive community together!   Keep Finding 
The Joy!

	Look Back in Time: In 1900 the 
Challenge Post Office was moved with 
horses, cables, and willing hands to a 
new location west of the hotel (a sturdy 
building).

Hope to see you in Brownsville soon. 
~ Yvonne

�e Brownsvi�e
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Dave Ramsey Says 

Dear Dave,
I’ve been listening to 

your show, and following 
the Baby Steps, for about a 
year. But I received some 
news from a family mem-
ber recently, and I’m not 
sure what to tell them. One 
of my cousins just discov-
ered she has cancer. She’s 
a single mom with two 
young kids, and it doesn’t 
sound like she has thought 
much about the future. 
What are the best steps 
she can take financially at 
this point to make sure her 
family is protected?

– Jackie
Dear Jackie,
I’m truly sorry to hear 

about this. A cancer diag-
nosis is a scary thing, so 
please remember to pray 
for her and be there for 
her all you can.

Most of the time when 
folks ask if a person has 
their affairs in order, 
they’re usually referring 

to a few different ques-
tions. First, are you right 
with God? Then, do you 
have life insurance and 
a will? Another import-
ant thing is having all the 
paperwork of your life 
organized and in a safe 
location, so someone you 
trust can handle the de-
tails in a worst case sce-
nario.

Everyone should have 
good term life insurance 
in place. My advice is to 
have a policy worth 10 
to 12 times your annual 
income. When it comes 
to a will, make sure it’s 
state-specific. Probate 
and estate regulations ar-
en’t federal laws, they’re 
state laws. So, any will 
should be drawn up ac-
cording to guidelines for 
the state in which you 
live.

It’s probably the hard-
est thing to think about, I 
know, but arrangements 
should be made for any 
minor children. Sitting 
down to talk with two or 
three trusted family mem-
bers, or close friends, 

to decide who will take 
them if the worst should 
happen is a good idea, 
too. Whoever is chosen 
for this responsibility 
should be a person who’s 
incredibly mature, caring 
and willing to love and 
raise these kids as if they 
were their very own.

Good luck, Jacki. I 
know this is a difficult 
time for your whole fam-
ily. Be there for each oth-
er, pray a lot and hug on 
one another all you can. 
God bless you all.

– Dave
Dave Ramsey is an 

eight-time national best-
selling author, personal 
finance expert and host 
of The Ramsey Show. He 
has appeared on Good 
Morning America, CBS 
This Morning, Today, Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business 
and many more. Since 
1992, Dave has helped 
people take control of 
their money, build wealth 
and enhance their lives. 
He also serves as CEO for 
Ramsey Solutions.  H

Preparing for the Future

Dave Ramsey

Stories from 

The Great Zelito Flea Circus 
by Bill Crocker

A collection of humorous essays about the funny side of life
The Toss of the Shiv

When I was a boy in the 
late 1940s, we all carried 
jackknives. You just had to 
have a jackknife for carving 
your initials in a tree trunk, 
cleaning your fingernails, 
tightening a screw, peeling an 
apple in one, long, thin strip, 
and playing mumbly-peg, that 
very odd yet popular game 
of chicken with a shiv. Those 
were the days when a boy 
could play with pointy things 
without parental supervision, 
steel mesh gloves, or safety 
glasses. The knives did not 
carry warning labels and were 
advertised in Boys’ Life and 
other wonderfully innocent 
boyhood publications. 

There were several kinds 
of kid jackknives based on 
how much money had been 
saved to spend. Entry-level 
“hero” knives, such as Boone, 
Crockett, Hopalong Cassidy, 
and the Lone Ranger were 
popular. Some were called 
“Tony Galentos,” named after 
the flamboyant, overweight 
prizefighter, Two-Ton Tony.

Playing mumbly-peg 
could be dangerous. It wasn’t 
without risk. But that was part 
of the attraction. A nine-year-
old with a knife was king, a 
man, and taking such risks 
demonstrated his manliness. 

There are several varieties. 
The game I remember  is very 
simple. It’s played between two 
kids, one against the other. 

The object is to be the last boy 
standing. Each boy throws his 
knife so it sticks in the ground 
close to his own foot. Then 
he has to move his foot to the 
knife. The second boy does 
the same thing. With each 
throw of the knife, feet move 
further apart until one boy can 
no longer stand. Since we all 
wore high-top Keds, Converse, 
or similar canvas footwear, it 
was entirely possible to stick 
the knife through the top and 
into your foot. The first to draw 
blood lost. This unfortunate 
move ended the game with a 
bloody limp home or to the 
doctor’s office and the parental 
relief of the offending knife for 
at least a week. 

I believe that present-day 
mumbly-peg comes from a 
seventeenth century British 
sailor’s game. I have no reason 
to believe this, but it makes 
a good story, Of course, 
seventeenth century sailors 
did not wear shoes and the 
ships’ decks were hard. So the 
“jacktar” had to give the knife a 
firm throw. 

Alf Mumford was an 
ordinary seaman aboard 
Noxious, a single decked navy 
frigate carrying thirty-four 
guns. It was the year 1697, 
and he was an irascible young 
man of nineteen. Prior to his 
introduction to the British 
Navy, he served aboard the 
British East Indiaman Earl of 
Dribbley Manor.

Alf was not partial to 
the navy. He preferred the 
merchant fleet and was very 
happy to get three meals a 
day and a hammock. This was 
far better than his previous 
accommodations in the stable 
in back of The Hog’s Breath 
Inn where he was employed as 
a house and stable boy prior 
to his nautical adventures. He 
emptied the morning chamber 
pots, mucked the stalls, and did 
other simple but nasty chores. 
In return for his service, the 
Inn’s owner gave him a place in 
the stable and looked the other 
way as he finished off diners’ 
dinner scraps as best he could 
as he cleared the dirty dishes.

The inn was a favorite haunt 
of the merchant sailors and 
Alf was drawn to the stories 
of far off lands. One day, after 
spilling Squire Snodbush’s 
particularly nasty chamber pot 
on himself, Alf decided enough 
was enough. He gathered his 
meager belongings, headed out 
to the docks, and signed onto 
Earl of Dribbley Manor, bound 
for Surat, India. During one 
dark night in a squalid alley 
of this West Indian village, Alf 
was set upon by a British Navy 
press gang and, after being 
beaten severely, was dragged 
aboard the frigate Noxious. Alf 
recovered and found he was 
now in the navy, minus his two 
upper front teeth. 

Alf was not a happy man. The 
Noxious was just that. It reeked 

of sweaty, stinking bodies.  The 
meals were hardtack crawling 
with worms with occasional 
potatoes or vegetables, and 
brackish drinking water. Beer 
was the typical shipboard 
beverage and the allotment 
was a gallon per day, doled out 
in reasonable measures. This 
did not lend itself well to alert 
lads climbing the rigging. But 
Alf was not a serious drinker 
and, although others often fell 
from the rigging, he became 
accomplished at scampering 
up and down, tying off 
and unfurling the sails. He 
began climbing the rigging 
in the place of others—with 
compensation, of course,—
and soon was one of the most 
popular seamen on the ship. 

Although the men were 
usually busy with the tasks 
of sailing the ship, they were 
allowed one hour at noon 
after their meal to lounge and 
partake of their measure of 
grog. Alf, since he was usually 
sobor, had the habit of choosing 
a target close by and throwing 
his knife at it. He became pretty 
accurate. Occasionally, he 
would throw it near a seaman’s 
foot that always resulted in a 
friendly exchange of curses 
and laughter. As time went 
by, Alf devised a game that 
closely resembles the mumbly-
peg of today. It was originally 
known as pegs, a nickname Alf 
acquired that referred to his 
two missing “pegs” or teeth. 

Therefore, it is believed that 
one Alf Mumford, ordinary 
seaman, aboard the British 
frigate Noxious in 1697 was 
the creator of the popular 
game, pegs, later known as 
mumbly-peg. This belief is 
supported by an entry into the 
ship’s log dated 12 November 
1697. 

Naval Frigate Noxious 
logbook, 12 November in 
the year of our Lord 1697 
by Silas P. Hogsworth mate. 
Noxious bound from Surat 
south along the western coast. 
This day begins clear, pleasant. 
Favorable wind NNE. 

Barber-surgeon Elois 
Smathers reports knife wound 
to the foot of ordinary seaman 
Iglesbirth from a game on deck 
called pegs. Wound festering, 
Mr. Smathers attending.       H
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By Kathy Craigo Harteis 

Trials and tribulations 
are challenges of life. They 
are often presented with 
hard-learned lessons that 
lead to triumph.

We’ve all been there at 
least once. Maybe multi-
ple times.

Hind sight has shown 
me why certain things hap-
pened in my life.

I  c a n  s e e  c l e a r l y 
now why I had to jour-
ney through hard times 
of sadness, frustration 
and despair. There was a 

greater plan for me. I just 
couldn’t see it during the 
hard times. At my lowest 
points I always reminded 
myself  that  one year 
from that time I wouldn’t 
remember the struggle.

Ironically, dislocating 
three bones in my ankle 
opened my eyes a bit. 

My injury although a 
big deal and long  recov-
ery time to me is a minor 
inconvenience to far more 
injured people than me. 

I’ve learned to find a 
way. I’ve also learned that 
anything worth achieving 
takes dedication and hard 
work.

One day at a time, we 
have to keep trying. Truly; 
no pain, no gain.

I have big plans for 
things I want to do in com-
ing months. With that said 
I remind myself daily what 
it will take for me to do 
these things. It’s all on me 

now. I have to set my goals 
and I have to work hard to 
achieve them.

I ’ve  a lways  p r ided 
myself on being the tough 
one. I like being in control. 
As I said; lessons learned 
are tough. I’ve had to learn 
to move aside and accept 
help from others. It’s a big 
deal for me to leave my 
kitchen. God bless Tom. 
He’s learned to prepare 
some pretty good stuff. 

But, one day soon, I’ll 
be back.

Life is good today.
Life can be good today.
A native of Grimes, CA, 

Kathy Craigo Harteis is 
a former local journal-
ist and former owner and 
chief executive of Kathy 
Craigo Media Consulting, 
in Colusa. She currently 
lives in Beach, North 
Dakota, where she lived for 
many years while raising 
her family. � H

Trials and Tribulations 

California’s Cities and Schools Face 
Big Budget Gaps, Few Options

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California’s state budget is 
mired in what fiscal authori-
ties call a “structural deficit,” 
meaning its revenues cannot 
keep up with spending man-
dated by current law.

For several years, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and the 
Legislature have papered 
over the chronic gap 
between income and outgo 
with gimmicks, includ-
ing on- and off-budget 
borrowing and creative 
accounting, plus dips into 
“rainy day” funds set aside 
for emergencies.

T h o s e  m a n e u v e r s 
merely postpone the day 
of reckoning, because the 
administration and the 
Legislature’s budget analyst, 
Gabe Petek, project yearly 
multibillion-dollar shortfalls 
indefinitely.

The state’s dilemma has 
several roots, most notably 
an erroneously high multi-
year revenue forecast in 
2022 that led to a belief that 
there would be an immense 
budget surplus and to sharply 
increased spending. The 
administration later pegged 
the revenue error at $165 bil-
lion over four years.

That factor was exacer-
bated by what Petrek dubbed 
“a sluggish economy.”

“Outside of government 
and health care, the state 
has added no jobs in a year 
and a half,” Petek noted in a 
November fiscal overview. 

“Similarly, the number of 
Californians who are unem-
ployed is 25% higher than 
during the strong labor mar-
kets of 2019 and 2022.”

State government is not 
alone in facing chronic bud-
get deficits. The state’s major 
cities and many school dis-
tricts are also feeling the 
pinch of stagnant revenues 
and inflation, especially with 
rising worker salaries. Add 
the horrendous Los Angeles 
wildfires and President 
Donald Trump’s potentially 
huge federal spending reduc-
tions and the budget gaps 
could become even wider.

A few days ago, Matt 
Szabo, the City of Los 
Angeles’ chief administrative 
officer, and city Controller 
Kenneth Mejia bluntly 
warned the city council that 
LA is several hundred mil-
lion dollars short of covering 
its budgeted expenditures — 
not even counting the likely 
effects of wildfires on reve-
nues and spending.

“The city is facing signifi-
cant headwinds,” Szabo said, 
adding “immediate spending 
reductions required.”

“The city of L.A., finan-
cially, we are in trouble,”  
Mejia told the council in a 
letter. He added, “The city 
is estimated to overspend by 
$300 million over budget. So 
when you have less revenues 
compared to your budget, 
and you have more expenses 
over your budget — that’s a 
big gap that we have to fill.”

San Francisco’s new 
mayor, Daniel Lurie, says he 
wants to “eliminate $1 bil-
lion in overspending” over 
the next three years to cover 
an $876 million deficit over 
two years. “The era of one-
time or Band-Aid solutions 
is over,” Lurie told other 
officials after taking office 
in January.

A number of smaller cit-
ies, including Sacramento, 
are also dealing with signif-
icant deficits.

Meanwhile many school 
districts are also facing big 
budget gaps due to declin-
ing enrollment and chronic 
absenteeism that reduce state 
aid based on attendance, in 
addition to the expiration 
of federal grants meant to 
cope with COVID-19 and 
employee union demands for 
raises to offset inflation-ham-
mered personal budgets.

The Fiscal Crisis and 
Management Assistance 
Team, a state agency that 
monitors school district 
finances, recently issued a 
report on school systems in 
various degrees of fiscal dif-
ficulty, with those in Oakland 
and San Francisco on the list 
of the most troubled.

The agency cited not only 
enrollment declines, but the 
jolts of losing federal pan-
demic aid and rising costs, 
particularly for fire insur-
ance and electric power, as 
factors.

In theory, local officials 
could seek tax increases as 
they ponder ways to balance 
their budgets. However vot-
ers facing rising living costs 
of their own are not likely to 
approve of that solution.

Therefore the options 
are either make real spend-
ing reductions, which might 
mean laying off workers and 
closing schools, or emulate 
the state’s gimmickry and 
hope the problems solve 
themselves.

Dan Walters is one of 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Adding Automation Helps 
Lower Farm Risk

To address labor shortages, reduce 
costs and improve efficiency, farmers 
are looking for ways to add more mech-
anization. Tim Chiala, chief operations 
officer of Morgan Hill-based George 
Chiala Farms Inc., has invested in more 
technology at his family-run farming and 
food-processing company. Chiala Farms 
is testing machines such as an automatic 
jalapeño de-stemmer and another with 
robotic arms that remove the tops, tails 
and peels of bulb onions. “The supply of 
labor fluctuates like crazy, but hopefully 
by adding robotics, it will give us some 
stability,” Chiala said.

State Senate Hears About Response 
to Bird Flu Outbreak

With California’s robust investment 
and experience in animal disease sur-
veillance and detection, there’s little 
disagreement in agricultural circles that 
the state was well prepared for bird 
flu. But agricultural officials, farmers 
and other industry representatives also 
acknowledge that the latest outbreak—
which began in 2022 and has become 
the largest in U.S. history—has been no 
cakewalk. They spoke during an infor-
mational hearing last week on the state’s 
response to bird flu, which has led to 
the destruction of more than 166 mil-
lion birds nationwide, record-high egg 
prices and the disease infecting most of 
the state’s dairies.   

Initial Central Valley Project Water 
Allotment May Not Increase Plantings

Farmers south of the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta who irrigate with water 
supplied by the federal Central Valley 
Project say they are thankful for a 35% 
water allocation announced in February. 
But due to the timing of the announce-
ment and lower crop prices, they say the 
initial allocation by the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation may not lead to more planted 
acres. “Water use factors a little bit into it 
as far as what crop you’re going to grow,” 
Stanislaus County farmer Daniel Bays 
said. “With the current condition of the ag 
economy, a lot of it just depends on what 
we can get contracts for.” 

Young farmers fight hunger through 
Harvest for All

People facing hunger are being fed, 
young farmers are honing their skills, 
and communities throughout the state 
are engaging with agriculture and learn-
ing more about its importance. These 
accomplishments are made thanks to 
members of Farm Bureau’s Young 
Farmers & Ranchers program and its 
Harvest for All campaign, which began 
nationally in 2003 in collaboration with 
local Feeding America affiliates across 
the country. Last year, members of 
California Farm Bureau Young Farmers 
& Ranchers logged more than 1,500 vol-
unteer hours, donated 78,839 pounds of 
food and raised more than $95,300 in 
monetary contributions. � H

We always hear it’s either a good time 
to buy real estate or a good time to sell. 
Actually every time I am interested in real 
estate, no matter if I am buying or selling, 
I am told it’s a good time. Of course, those 
comments don’t come from any of my Wall 
Street compadres but from the person I call 
when I am interested in moving property.

I really can’t wholly blame the real-
tors that tell me that whether I am buying 
or selling, it’s a good time to do it. After 
all, it is said it is difficult to get a per-
son to disagree with a premise if that 
person’s income depends on that very same 
premise.

In economic reality, it is either a sellers’ 
market or a buyers’ market but rarely is it 
both. For it to be a good time to sell and 
buy at the same time, a market would have 
to be in perfect balance.

That is a rare condition no matter what 
product is being discussed.

Even though a market is not in bal-
ance, transactions still take place. If 
fact most of the time a market is not in 
balance. Like I said, it’s rare a market 
ever is.

Just look at your local grocery store. 
Every item in there is either in a sellers’ 
market or in a buyers’ market. The com-
pletion of the transaction is just a buyer 
settling for the price or a seller taking 
the offer. Of course in the grocery store, 
the price is preset so there is no offer. 
You either just pay the price or go with-
out. Therein lies how transactions take 
place. The selling price is the compromise 
between buyer and seller.

Demand for both products and services 
always adhere to the supply and demand 
premise in economics. Which is to say 
prices flex up and down depending on 
how much supply there is and how much 
demand. The third factor in the equation 
is the means to acquire whatever it is one 
wishes to acquire.

The means might be something like 
not having a car to get to a store even 
though the prices at the store are accept-
able. Another might be not having enough 
money or even not being in the location 
where something is available. Getting fresh 
fish in the middle of the Mojave Desert 
for instance.

In real estate, one of the big influencing 
factors is the cost of capital. That simply 
means the cost of a mortgage for those 
needing one and that depends on interest 
rates. The higher the interest rate, the more 
costly are the payments. For those paying 
cash, there still the opportunity cost to con-
sider. Opportunity cost is the income one 
could make from other sources should one 
not buy real estate but instead invest that 

money somewhere else
When interest rates started to rise a 

few years back, I forecasted a decrease in 
home sales and therefore housing stocks 
would fall as well. However they remained 
stubbornly high. In the last few months 
however, companies that build houses have 
finally seen their stock prices drop, with 
some stocks down 20% or more.

As for sales, 2024 saw U.S. home sales 
fall to the lowest level since 1995.
(https://www.cnn.com/2025/01/24/
economy/us-home-sales-worst-year-in-
three-decades/index.html).

It took a while for housing stocks to 
fall. For longer than I expected and it 
brings me back to my theory that the mar-
kets will reflect reality eventually but 
their day to day movements are just the 
sum of the beliefs of all the players in it 
on any given day.

For example, back in 2008, when the 
housing market started to crack with the 
failure of two Bear Sterns real estate 
funds, housing stocks continued to run 
for months. They eventually got slaugh-
tered but not right away. The delay 
was because investors did not believe 
the housing market would ever fall. 
Historically it rarely has.

The fact that home sales are now falling 
might be the steady rise in rates coupled 
with our persistent and egregious infla-
tion. And when home sales fall, the stocks 
of home builders will eventually fall right 
along with it.  

With housing in the doldrums, the sup-
ply/demand metric may now slam in 
reverse. Whereas home prices steadily 
increased with few interruptions since the 
housing crisis of 2008/09, prices may final 
start a prolonged retreat.

And just to be clear, when prices are ris-
ing, it is a sellers’ market. When prices 
start to fall, it can signal a trend reversal 
and a buyers’ market may be right around 
the corner.

And now you know the rest of the story 
as well as a more honest answer to whether 
it’s a good time to buy or sell a home.

“Watching the markets so you don’t 
have to”    

This article expresses the opinion of 
Marc Cuniberti and is not meant as invest-
ment advice, or a recommendation to buy 
or sell any securities, nor represents the 
opinion of any bank, investment firm or 
RIA, nor this media outlet, its staff, mem-
bers or underwriters. Mr. Cuniberti holds a 
B.A. in Economics with honors, 1979, and 
California Insurance License #0L34249 His 
insurance agency is BAP INC. insurance 
services.  Email: news@moneymanage-
mentradio.com � H

Time to Buy Real Estate 
or a Good Time to Sell?

Marc Cuniberti hosts “Money Matters” on KVMR 89.5 FM Thursdays at Noon.
Visit his website at www.moneymanagementradio.com

To Advertise in the Territorial Dispatch
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Animal Care
If veterinary care is unavail-
able or unaffordable, ask for 
Happy Jack® ItchNoMore® or 
Skin Balm® to treat skin aller-
gies on dogs & cats. At Tractor 
Supply®.  (Cal-SCAN)

Announcement
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 
24/7: 1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Auto & Truck 
Repair

NOW OPEN. FREE Brake 
Inspection. FREE Battery 
Check. Domestic and Foreign. 
23 years experience. Military 
Discounts. Auto Doctor, 114 
3rd St., Marysville, CA. Call 
now - 530-701-4300. (TFN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605  (Cal-Scan)

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as 
little as 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call Now: 
1-877-435-4860  (Cal-SCAN)

Health/Wellness
Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (CalSCAN) 

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (TFN)

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 3/30/25.) Call 
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868  (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call! 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Services
Wash windows, light trash 
hauling, weed eating, cob-
webs. Call James 530-632-
1271. (TFN)

Local Classifieds

GOT LOCAL NEWS? 
Call (916) 773-1111

Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Visit: mpg8.com

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING

916-773-1111 Advertising Works!

www.TerritorialDispatch.com

Buck’s Rain Gauge
from Buck’s Gas & Grocery 

in Clipper Mills
Rain starting October 1st, 2024 
thru March 18, 2025 we have 

64.85 Inches of Rain

Sell
Your Vehicle

in the
Local Classifieds

Call

530-743-6643

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • VACATION DESTINATIONS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Aladdin’s find
5. Reggae precursor
8. “Lights out” signal
12. Not good
13. Flock’s echo
14. ____ diet, a.k.a. 
caveman diet
15. Kind of jerk
16. *Southern and 
Southwestern U.S. 
region: Sun ____
17. Financial backer
18. *Switzerland’s skiing 
destination (2 words)
20. Ivan the Terrible, e.g.
21. Clint Eastwood’s 
“Play ____ for Me”
22. One in a pod
23. Wear out
26. Masculine
30. *Princess’ turf
31. Makes a sum (2 
words)
34. “He’s Just Not That 
____ You”
35. Dionysus’ pipe-play-
ing companion
37. Choose
38. Provide food
39. Answer from a 
tunnel
40. Virtual you
42. ____ Scare
43. Prickly plant
45. *Second “National 
Lampoon’s Vacation” 
destination
47. Biblical Adam’s 
partner
48. Cause and effect 
cycle?
50. Goals
52. *Jamaica and Cay-
man Islands location
56. Bert’s sidekick
57. Poet Pound
58. Hay bundle
59. “The Great Gatsby” 
author
60. Billiards relative
61. Theories
62. ____-deaf
63. Boar’s mate
64. Reason to cram

DOWN
1. Not more
2. Swear, not curse
3. Between mini and maxi
4. Bodily fluid
5. Small silvery fish
6. ____ G. of “SpongeBob 
SquarePants”
7. Aardvark’s repast
8. *Serengeti National Park 
location
9. Aquatic plant
10. Pressure inducer
11. *Costa del ____, Spain
13. Humiliated
14. Eucharistic plate
19. Fretted instrument
22. OB-GYN test
23. Balance sheet item
24. *Coastal destination
25. Policeman’s club in 
India
26. Cockapoo or Puggle, 
e.g.
27. Foreword
28. Make tea
29. Vast multitude
32. Peace symbol
33. *Rest and relaxation 
destination
36. *El Capitan and Half 
Dome location

38. Pigeon food?
40. Brewery order
41. Acrobatic move
44. Living room center-
piece?
46. Velveteen creature
48. Type of membrano-
phone
49. Cupid’s ammo
50. Gas station brand
51. Aware of a secret (2 
words)
52. Porcinos
53. “At ____, soldier”
54. Charitable contribution
55. Hawk’s aerie, e.g.
56. Time in NYC
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• Companionship • Cooking • Light Housekeeping • Errands, Shopping • Incidental 
Transportation • Laundry • Grooming, Dressing, Guidance • Medication Reminders 

Personal Care Services: 
Bathing, Hygiene, Incontinence Care, and Many Others

901 H St, Marysville, CA
530-749-8800 Ofc   530-741-1446 Fax

908 Taylorville Rd, Ste. 205A
Grass Valley, CA 530-274-8600

www.ComfortKeepers.com

Most offices independently owned and operated. 
Home Care Organization HCO #548700001

Death Notices

9114 La Porte Road • Brownsville • 530-675-2383 / 692-1630

RAY’S GENERAL HARDWARE
• Lumber
• Plumbing
• Hardware
• Electrical
• Cement
• Paint 
• Plywood
• Siding
• Lawn & Garden

GOLDEN FIRE WOOD PELLETS

• Propane
• Bait & Tackle
• Fencing
• Hunting & Fishing Licenses
• 1 Yard Concrete Tote
• Farmers Brand Feed
• Dog Food

We
Deliver

Voted Best Funeral Home 
of Yuba Sutter

Serving Our Community Over 25 Years, 
Yuba City’s only owner-operated funeral home.

Affordable & Dignified
On Site Crematory
Se Habla Español

estab. 1998

486 Bridge Street • Yuba City • 530-751-7000
holycrossmemorial.com • FD1653

 David
Holycross

SOME USED ITEMS

1312 Garden Hwy. • Yuba City, CA 95991

Mon-Fri 8-5   530-673-9442

NEW STEEL, ALUM, STAINLESS, EXPANDED METALS, SHEET 
& PLATE CUT TO SIZE, PIPE – BLACK, GALV. & WELD 

FITTINGS, SPECIALS FOR GATES & FENCES, HARDWARE, 
NUTS & BOLTS, CHAIN & CABLE ACC. WROUGHT IRON    
                                          FITTINGS • TRAILER PARTS,

                                        JACKS, HITCHES, FENDERS, ETC.

Li
ce

ns
e 

#4
52

97
5

SPECIALIZING IN

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REMODELS

530.682.9602
www.GreenetzConstruction.com

JEFF DRAPER
Good Neighbor Agent Since 1992

530-846-2749
Insurance Lic.# 0B04410  |  jeff@sfautohome.com

629 D STREET  •  MARYSVILLE  •  CORNER  of  7TH  &  D  STREETS

• Individualized Funeral Services
• Cremations
• Pre-Need  Arrangements
• Affordable Prices
• Shipping Arranged

Locally Owned by
DAN GRAY FDL 856
KAY GRAY FDL 857 530-742-2473CA LIC. NO. 387

Lipp & Sullivan
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MADRID – Pete Madrid, 55, of Yuba City, passed away March 8, 2025. Arrangements 
are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 530-751-7000.

FRY – Franklin Fry, 39, of Yuba City, passed away March 10, 2025. Arrangements are 
under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 530-751-7000.

MICHAEL – Marty Michael, 66, of Yuba City, passed away March 11, 2025. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

SOUCI – Charleen Souci, 80, of Yuba City, passed away March 11, 2025. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

GILLIAM – Beverly Gilliam, 91, of Yuba City, passed away March 12, 2025. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

AGUINALDO – Carlina Aguinaldo, 98, of Yuba City, passed away March 12, 2025. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

SILVA – Sandra Silva, 77, of Yuba City, passed away March 13, 2025. Arrangements 
are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 530-751-7000.

GARDNER – Darnella Gardner, 80, of Olivehurst, passed away March 15, 2025. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Holycross Funeral Home and Crematory 
530-751-7000.

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

The past week for the Sacramento 
Kings may very well be poorest stretch 
in a helter skelter season that saw the 
Sactown boys lose games to the New 
York Nicks, Golden State Warriors and 
Phoenix Suns by a combined total of 71 
points.

Many Kings fans turned their TV sets 
to another channel in the fourth quar-
ter of these games to avoid the agony of 
watching another beatdown. No lighting 
the beam last week and probably the last 
thing on anyone’s mind.

Most fans agree that watching a see-
saw battle in which your team is giving 
the best they have will always keep them 
watching to the very end but what we 
witnessed in the past week was hard for 
even the most ardent fan to lay eyes on.

Thrust into the position of point guard 
with the trade of DeAaron Fox, Malik 
Monk has struggled in his new role. 
Most glaring are the constant turnovers 
and it appears to be contagious as usually 
reliable ballhandlers DeMar DeRozan 
and Zach Lavine have suddenly joined 
the turnover turnstile. Forty-eight times, 
the Kings have turned the ball over in 
the past three games and that means 48 
missed opportunities to put a shot up.

Entering Monday night’s game against 
the Memphis Grizzlies, Sacramento sits 
in the number 9 position in the Western 
Conference with a 500 record of 33-33.

At no time entering the 2024/2025 sea-
son did I believe the Sacramento Kings 
were a 500 team. 

After the firing of Mike Brown and 
the trading of DeAaron Fox, newcom-
ers Zach Lavine, Jonas Valanciunas and 
Jake LaRavia gave hope to Kings fans 
that the playoff s were not a pipe dream.

The bench is stronger but the starting 
lineup is putting the team in a hole in the 
fi rst quarter of nearly every game. The 
past three games saw the Kings down 
by double digits at the end of the fi rst 
quarter and climbing out of a hole every 
game is not a recipe for success.

So what is the answer Kings fans? 
How does this newly-assembled squad 
put together a winning stretch that 
allows Sacramento fans to witness post-
season basketball?

With 16 games remaining, there’s no 
more trading or adding to the team, so 
coach Christie will have to move the 
chess pieces he has.

Sadly, although Malik has wanted to 
be a starter for some time, he has not 
thrived in his new role. Coming off  the 
bench and adding a spark seems to be the 
logical move for coach Christie to make.

Jake LaRavia has added much needed 
defense but Markelle Fultz has failed 
to add much to the point guard posi-
tion. Coach Christie might be faced 
with using rookie Devin Carter who has 
proven himself to be a skilled ball han-
dler and surprisingly a good rebounder 
as well.

Perhaps the time has come to give 
Isaac Jones some more court time, as this 
team could use his length and rebound-
ing. Jones has received too little time on 
the court but seems to make an impact 
when given the opportunity.

Trey Lyles and Keegan Murray need 
to live up to their billing and add 3-point 
shooting to a team that is in sore need.

Cross your fingers, Kings fans, that 
Domantas Sabonis will stay healthy and 
former all-stars DeMar DeRozan and 
Zach Lavine will be the players we know 
they can be the rest of the way.

Many of the senseless turnovers come 
from players trying to do too much and 
what the Kings need is to get back to 
basics and keep it simple. Move the ball, 
make good passes and allow teammates 
to shoot the basketball in rhythm. 

Make no mistake about it, there is 
plenty of talent on this team. 

Play-in appears to be the logical 
prescription, so take your medicine 
Sacramento Kings and see where the 
Play-in might take you.

King’s fans want postseason basket-
ball and what you call it matters little. 
Magical things can happen when given 
a chance and that’s what the play-in 
brings, a chance.

Stay positive, Kings fans, and keep 
those TV sets on for the fourth quarter. 
These guys might surprise you yet!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

We were too busy this week taking care of all the wonderful, 
adoptable pets that we have at the 

Yuba County Animal Care Services Facility to pick just one.

So check out www.petharbor.com to see all of our adoptable pets. 

Or if you have lost a pet go to www.petfinder.com 
and look for your lost pet.

We are located at 5245 Feather River Blvd and 
our phone number is 530-741-6478 for any questions.

I am sure we have just the fur baby you are looking for 
so check out www.petharbor.com
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TO PLACE YOUR 
YUBA COUNTY
LEGAL NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-041
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
ARAZ Holdings

1145 Jewelflower Street
Plumas Lake, CA 95961

County of YUBA
Registered Owners:

Zeebran Ariff
1145 Jewelflower Street
Plumas Lake, CA 95961

    This business is conducted by 
an Individual.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
01/17/2025.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Zeebran Ariff
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on January 31, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By SARAH MULL, 
Deputy Clerk
Feb. 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 

2025                       

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-062
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Moon Tower

Production Company
922 G Street

Marysville, CA 95901
MAILING ADDRESS

1190 Market Street, Ste G
Yuba City, CA 95991

County of YUBA
Registered Owners:

Adrian Jose Saucedo
1190 Market Street, Ste G

Yuba City, CA 95991
    This business is conducted by 
an Individual.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on Feb. 17, 
2025.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Adrian Saucedo
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on February 24, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By BRIDGETTE EVANS, 
Deputy Clerk
Feb. 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 2025

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-052
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Atelier Aurel

12797 Josselyn Hill
Oregon House, CA 95962

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 59

Oregon House, CA 95962
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
Maria Billings-Lowry

PO Box 59
Oregon House, CA 95962

Peter F. Lowry
PO Box 59

Oregon House, CA 95962
    This business is conducted by 
a Married Couple.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
02/02/2015.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Maria Billings-Lowry
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on February 13, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By BRIDGETTE EVANS, 
Deputy Clerk
Feb. 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 2025                       

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-060
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Hot Za Pizza

13375 Rue Montaign
Oregon House, CA 95962

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 115

Oregon House, CA 95962
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
Tristan Winks

13375 Rue Montaign
Oregon House, CA 95962

    This business is conducted by 
an Individual.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Tristan Winks
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on February 21, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By SARAH MULL, 
Deputy Clerk
Feb. 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 

2025                       

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-072
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Chico Anime & Pop Expo 

(CAP-EX)
1372 High Noon Dr.

Plumas Lake, CA 95961
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
Michael Thomas VanDyken

1372 High Noon Dr.
Plumas Lake, CA 95961
Ramon Santiago Jaime
1125 Vine Ave, Unit B
Olivehurst, CA 95961

    This business is conducted by 
a General Partnership.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
03/01/2025.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Michael Thomas VanDyken
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on March 3, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By SARAH MULL, 
Deputy Clerk
Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 

2025                       

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-064
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Level Up Construction

and Restoration
5665 Cobbler Lane

Marysville, CA 95901
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
LEVEL UP 

CONTRACTORS, INC.
5665 Cobbler Lane

Marysville, CA 95901
    This business is conducted by 
a Corporation.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
02/07/2025.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
SHAWN BELLINI
CALIFORNIA
CEO
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on March 3, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By NELIDA WILLIAMS, 
Deputy Clerk
Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 

2025                       

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-071
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Chaos  Branding

& Marketing
12012 Hoover Road

Loma Rica, CA 95901
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
Hamel Enterprises LLC
12012 Hoover Road

Loma Rica, CA 95901
    This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Company.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
02/03/2025.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Christopher Hamel
CALIFORNIA
CEO
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on February 28, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By NELIDA WILLIAMS, 
Deputy Clerk
Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 

2025                       

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF YUBA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF:
CHRISTOPHER JOE ROY-VANNATTA, 

PETITIONER(S)
CASE NUMBER: CVPT 25-00354

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
 
HEARING DATE:
4/21/2025
DEPT: 4
TIME: 9:30 A.M.
 
Petitioner(s) Christopher Joe Roy-Vannatta, filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing names as follows:
 
from:  Christopher Joe Roy-Vannatta   
to:   Christopher Joseph Vannatta

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.
 
A copy of this order to show cause shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive weeks prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: Territorial Dispatch.
 
DATE: 3/5/2025

Stephen W. Berrier
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 

March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 2025

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF YUBA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF:
KOU VANG PETITIONER(S)

CASE NUMBER: CVPT 25-00366
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
 
HEARING DATE:
4/21/2025
DEPT: 4
TIME: 9:30 A.M.
 
Petitioner(s) Kou Vang, filed a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:
 
from:  Kou Vang   
to:   Caston Kou Vang

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.
 
A copy of this order to show cause shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive weeks prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: Territorial Dispatch.
 
DATE: 3/7/2025

Stephen W. Berrier
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 

March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 2025

Community Events
SPRING CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

THE ENCHANTED ISLAND
SAT, APRIL 12 •  Ellis Lake Island • 10 am to noon

Brought to you by Mary Aaron Museum Literacy Programs.
Contact 530-218-4070 for more information or group 

reservations. A donation of $10 gladly accepted.

YUBA SUTTER MASTER GARDENERS 
PLANT SALE

SAT, APRIL 12 •  142 Garden Hwy. 9 am to 1 pm
4” Vegetable Plants, Grown by Master Gardeners, $4/each. 

All proceeds go to the UC Master Gardeners Learning 
Garden expansion. Info phone 530-822-7515

THE WAY OF SUFFERING
HE SUFFERED FOR YOUR SINS

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 18TH, 2025 - 9:30 AM
Join fellow believers at the Town Center Fountain in Yuba 

City..  Find us on Facebook.com/TheWayofSufferingJESUS. 
For info call: 530-635-8461 

SPRING 2025 JOB FAIR
APRIL 30, 2025  10 AM TO 1 PM

YUBA-SUTTER FAIRGROUNDS (Franklin Hall)
442 FRANKLIN AVENUE, YUBA CITY, CA 95991

Next Step Community Breakfast
Second Sunday of the Month at Brownsville Community 

Center downstairs located at 17103 Ponderosa Way. 
Complete breakfast includes:  Coffee, orange juice & 
peaches. Choice of eggs, ham or sausage. Choice of 

pancakes, french toast  or biscuits & gravy. 
Adults $10,  Children under 12 $5, 3 & under Free.

ROY BOURG VFW POST 4095’s ‘CORNHOLE
TOURNAMENTS’ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

6 pm 2nd & 4th Mondays
4965 Powerline Rd, Olivehurst. Info: 530-777-9057

DOBBINS CERTIFIED FARMERS MARKET 
EVERY SATURDAY • 10 am-2 pm

9761 Marysville Rd, Dobbins
Vendor Information call Teresa McFall 530-635-0452

.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Yuba County Community Services Commission board meeting Tuesday, 
March 25 at 3:00 p.m. at the Yuba County Government Center, 915 
Eighth Street, Marysville, CA 95901. Contact Yuba-Sutter Economic 
Development Corporation at 530-751-8555 or ysedc@ysedc.org for any 
questions. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-053
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Jimmy John’s Sandwiches

904 E Street #B
Marysville, CA 95901

County of YUBA
Registered Owners:

HIGS PROPERTIES, LLC
1243 Santa Barbara
Yuba City, CA 95991

    This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Company.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
11/01/2019.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Harman Dhami
California
Business Manager
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on February 14, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By BRIDGETTE EVANS, 
Deputy Clerk
Feb. 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 

2025

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-063
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Apex Window Tinting
1316 Paddington Way

Plumas Lake, CA 95961
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
Arthur Navarro Galvez
1316 Paddington Way

Plumas Lake, CA 95961
    This business is conducted by 
an Individual.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
02/05/2025.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Arthur Navarro Galvez
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on February 13, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By NELIDA WILLIAMS, 
Deputy Clerk
Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2025                       

NOTICE OF PUBLIC LIEN SALE

Notice is hereby given that Marysville Mini Storage  528  14th  Street, 
Marysville, CA 95901 intends to sell the personal property described 
below to enforce a lien imposed on said property pursuant to Sections 
21700-21716 of the Business & Professions Code, known as the 
"California Self Service Storage Facilities Act", Section 2328 of the UCC, 
Section 535 of the Penal Code and provisions of the Civil Code.
 
This auction will be conducted online  at  www.bid13.com Friday March 
21st 2025 at 10:00 AM, and end on Thursday March 27th at 10:00AM. 
If there are no bidders, the property will be donated or disposed of 
accordingly. Property to be sold as follows: household goods, personal 
items, furniture, etc. belonging to the following:
 
Name:
Paul J Neff
 
Purchases must be paid for at the time of  purchase in  CASH only. 
All purchased items sold AS IS, WHERE IS, and must be removed  at 
the time of sale. Sale subject to cancellation in the event of settlement 
between owner and obligated party. 530-742-6898    

 (TD) March 21st 2025

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2025F-086
The following person(s) is 

(are) doing business as:
Elegant Window Tinting

5404 Fir Rd., #B
Olivehurst, CA 95961

MAILING ADDRESS
2093 Virgilia Ln.

Olivehurst, CA 95961
County of YUBA

Registered Owners:
2 Rivers LLC

2093 Virgilia Ln.
Olivehurst, CA 95961

    This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Company,.

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
03/14/2025.

(I declare that all informa-
tion in this statement is true and 
correct).

Signed:
Anthony Finuf
CA Owner Manager
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Yuba County 
on February 13, 2025.

(I Hereby Certify That This 
Copy is a Correct Copy of the 
Original on File in my Office).

DONNA HILLEGASS, 
County Clerk
By MANDY LUIS, 
Deputy Clerk
Mar. 21, 28, Apr. 4, 11, 

2025                       

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF YUBA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF:
Joy Lynn Adams AND Bruce Delbert Adams, III, 

PETITIONER(S)
CASE NUMBER: CVPT 25-00349

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
 
HEARING DATE:
4/28/2025
DEPT: 4
TIME: 9:30 A.M.
 
Petitioner(s) Joy Lynn Adams AND Bruce Delbert Adams, III, filed 
a petition with this court for a decree changing names as follows:
 
from:  Evelyn Natalie Sanchez   
to:   Evelyn Natalie Adams

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested in this matter ap-
pear before this court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause why the petition should 
not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.
 
A copy of this order to show cause shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive weeks prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the following newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: Territorial Dispatch.
 
DATE: 3/5/2025

Stephen W. Berrier
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 

March 21, 28, April 4, 11, 2025
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We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

Territorial Dispatch is 
a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word file to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher.” If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (530) 743-6643.

It is the intent of the Territorial Dispatch to strive for an 
objective point of view in the reporting of news and events. It 
is understood that the opinions expressed on these pages are 
those of the authors and cartoonists and are not necessarily 
the opinions of the publisher or our contributors.

The Territorial Dispatch is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of the 
Territorial Dispatch are copyrighted. Ownership of all 
advertising created and/or composed by the Territorial 
Dispatch is with the publishing company and written 
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained from 
the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to: 
Territorial Dispatch

825 9th Street, Suite A, Marysville, CA 95901
Subscription rate is $88 per year. (Mail only)

In rural Sutter, Yuba, Butte Counties - $98 per year. (Mail only)

Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd.,  Suite #5, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more 
information.
The Territorial Dispatch is published weekly on Friday.

Serving Yuba, Sutter, Colusa, Butte and Nevada Counties KMYC
TALK RADIO 1410 AM

Listeners Call In Line 743-2988

1
4

1
0

LIVE WITH
LOU BINNINGER   

 Saturdays from
10 am to 1 pm
(Lou Binninger can also be heard on 

No Hostages Radio podcast, or read at 
Live with Lou Facebook & Nohostagesradio.com)

The Dobbins Certified Farmers Market
is Open Every Saturday, 

10 am-2 pm at
9761 Marysville Road, Dobbins.

For vendor info call Teresa McFall 530-635-0452

The morning show from 6 am to 9 am weekday mornings with Fish informs and entertains 
with interviews from local business owners, civic leaders, community organizations 
and everyday people who are making a difference in our great community.

Interviews are at 8:15 a.m. each morning unless noted
March 21 / 7 am TBD

March 21 / 8 am Dan Flores Economic Development
March 24 / 7 am Just Serve with Heather Eberle

March 24 / 8 am Sue Moyers, “Let’s Talk History”
March 25 / 7 am TBD

March 25 / 8 am Drew Mitchell, YCPD
March 26 / 7 am TBD

March 26 / 8 am Shon Harris, Yuba City Mayor
March 27 / 7 am Downtown BUsiness Association w/Camio Arrowsmith

March 27 / 8 am Janell Willis, YS Chamber
March 28 / 7 am TBD

March 28 /  8 am Tamera Macy, Sutter County One Stop

KETQ 93.3 FM
For more info. Call 530-870-8272  

or email:  info@93qradio.com

COMICS & PUZZLES
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Eric Pomeroy Memorial Scholarship Applications Being Accepted 
Yuba-Sutter-Colusa United  
Way News Release 

YUBA-SUTTER-COLUSA, CA (MPG) 
- Scholarship applications are 
invited from students enrolling 
in college with the expectation 
of playing collegiate athletics for 
the 2025/26 school year. 

The Yuba-Sut ter-Colusa 
United Way is a nonprofit orga-
nization focusing on Education, 
Health and Financial Stability. 
The Alec Flores Youth Sports 
Scholarship Corporation is a 
nonprofit organization providing 
funds to individuals in the form 
of scholarships for youth enroll-
ing in local sports programs.

Eric Pomeroy, a dedicated 
United Way Board Member 
and professional educator from 
Yuba City, passed away in 
2022. Pomeroy’s love for fam-
ily and passion for youth sports 
was shared with so many, offer-
ing opportunities through his 

selfless dedication to coaching 
and organizing.

Pomeroy was a Special 
Olympics swim coach and was 
the president and head coach 
at Sutter Buttes Swimming. He 
also served as a CCA Official 
for Sierra Nevada and officiated 

for the CCA Swim Team in 
Roseville. Pomeroy and his wife 
never missed cheering on their 
daughters in sporting events.

Alec Flores was an amazing 
and inspiring young man who 
loved and live for sports. His life 
was lost to a drunk driver just 
days before his 14th birthday. 
The Alec Flores Youth Sports 
Scholarship Corporation was 
formed in his memory and pro-
vides sports scholarships to youth 
in our community needing assis-
tance with registration fees.

Scholarship preference is 
given to those who are involved 
in and give back to our commu-
nities and who have shown a 

passion for youth sports through 
participation and volunteerism. 
Applicants shall be a graduat-
ing junior or senior from a high 
school in Yuba, Sutter or Colusa 
County, plan to or have been 
accepted into a collegiate sports 
program, and currently reside 
in either Yuba, Sutter or Colusa 
County.

Up to three scholarships, 
$1,000 each, will be awarded. 
The application form submis-
sion closes on April 1 and are 
available online at applyalecy-
outhsports.wufoo.com.

Questions can be directed to 
the Yuba-Sutter-Colusa United 
Way at 530-743-1847.� 

Sierra Poetry Festival: 
A Theme for Our Times

Nevada County Arts  
Council News Release

GRASS VALLEY, CA (MPG) - This year’s fes-
tival takes inspiration from Seamus 
Heaney’s The Cure at Troy, echoing its 
most stirring lines: History says, don’t 
hope on this side of the grave. But then, 
once in a lifetime the longed-for tidal 
wave of justice can rise up and hope and 
history rhyme.

The festival will be taking place at The 
Center for the Arts, 314 Main St., on April 
12. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. and will con-
clude by 6 p.m. Tickets are available for 
sale at sierrapoetryfestival.org and are $20 
to $45. Admission is free for students, mil-
itary, veterans and Gold Star families. 

With hope and history as this year’s 
guiding theme, the festival delves into 
poetry’s role in capturing the past, con-
fronting the present, and imagining a 
more just future. Through readings, per-
formances, and discussions, poets explore 
their role as chroniclers of history and 
visionaries of change. 

“The Sierra Poetry Festival is a treasure, 
a celebration and feast. The range and cal-
iber of the poems, the community spirit, 
the generosity and thoughtfulness run-
ning through every part of the event, all 
were an enormous pleasure to be a part 
of, as speaker and as listener. Long may it 
thrive,” said Jane Hirshfield, a 2024 festi-
val keynote speaker.

This year’s keynote is delivered by the 
inimitable Kim Addonizio, an award-win-
ning poet, novelist and essayist renowned 
for her fearless, emotionally charged 
work. A recipient of National Endowment 
for the Arts and Guggenheim fellowships 
and two Pushcart Prizes, Addonizio fuses 
poetry with music, creating evocative 
spoken-word albums such as “My Black 
Angel.” Her latest poetry collection, “Exit 
Opera” (2024), explores time, mortality, 
love, loss and an unflinching meditation 
on art’s place in the human experience. 

Joining Addonizio on the main stage are 
Anthony Cody, fellow and National Book 
Award finalist Canto Mundo (“Borderland 
Apocrypha,”  “The Render ing”) , 
award-winning poet and California State 
University, Fresno professor Brynn Saito 

(“Under a Future Sky”), Stanford Ph.D. 
candidate and poet Armen Davoudian 
(“The Palace of Forty Pillars”), Pulitzer 
Prize finalist and author Mai Der Vang 
(“Yellow Rain,” “Afterland”) and Cloudy 
Rhodes Carrier, Sacramento’s 2020 Youth 
Poet Laureate (“Receipts of Ungiven 
Gifts”).

Local voices and new traditions in 
Nevada County’s own literary talent takes 
center stage with Karen Terrey Nevada 
County Poet Laureate, Nevada County’s 
inaugural Youth Poet Laureate Joey Henry, 
and acclaimed poet Judy Crowe (“Flat 
Water: Nebraska Poems,” “The Watching 
Sky”).

The festival proudly highlights emerg-
ing voices, featuring finalists from the 
county’s Poetry Out Loud competition and 
winners from the community open mic, 
hosted by Jori Phillips. 

The Intersection of Hope and History 
is one of the festival’s most antici-
pated events, the annual conversation 
brings together celebrated poet Randall 
Mann, acclaimed translator and classicist 
Christopher Childers and visionary poet 
and scholar Annie Finch.

Moderated by Maxima Kahn, this 
thought-provoking dialogue examines 
poetry’s role in shaping memory, resil-
ience and renewal. 

Poetry Without Borders is beyond the 
main event, the Sierra Poetry Festival 
Fringe offers a dynamic lineup of literary 
experiences such as Ekphrastic Poetry at 
the Artists’ Studio in Foothills, a beloved 
tradition now in its third year. Also, exper-
imental collaborations are between poets, 
musicians and dancers’ workshops in cafés 
and libraries, inviting the public to explore 
poetry in an intimate setting. There’s also 
Nevada City’s first Poetry Pub Crawl, 
where poetry and revelry intertwine. New 
events are added regularly at sierrapoetry-
festival.org.

Sierra Poetry Festival makes poetry 
accessible. Students of all ages, active 
military, veterans, and Gold Star fami-
lies enjoy free admission with a valid ID. 
Secure your tickets today at sierrapoet-
ryfestival.org or for more about Nevada 
County Arts Council, visit nevadacounty-
arts.org.� 

With hope and history as this year’s guiding theme, the festival delves into poetry’s role in 
capturing the past, confronting the present and imagining a more just future. Photo by Casey 
Garrotto. Photo by Casey Garrotto

Poet and professor of English at Indiana 
University Ross Gay speaks during Sierra 
Poetry Festival 2024. Photo by Casey Garrotto

Poet and novelist Kim Addonizio. Photo by Casey 
Garrotto

Rice Fields Provide Vital 
Habitat for Snakes, Birds, Fish

By Kat Kerlin, 
University of 
California, Davis

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - From 
ducks and cranes to giant 
garter snakes and salmon, 
flooded rice fields in 
California's Central Valley 
offer important, often vital 
habitat to many wildlife 
species. Yet uncertain-
ties around crop markets, 
water and climate can 
prompt some growers 
to fallow rice fields or 
change their management 
practices.

Will today’s rice acre-
age under current practices 
be enough to meet key 
species’ needs? If not, 
how much rice is needed? 
Where  should i t  be 
planted? And what man-
agement practices offer the 
greatest benefit for species 
of concern? 

Scientists from the 
University of California, 
Davis, and Point Blue 
Conservation Science 
address  these  ques-
tions in a new report, “A 
Conservation Footprint 
for California Rice,” writ-
ten for the California Rice 
Commission. 

“This was a highly inter-
disciplinary effort that 
I don't think has been 
attempted at this scale 
for California rice or per-
haps any other California 
agricultural crop working 
with wildlife,” said report 
co-lead John Eadie, a UC 
Davis professor emeritus in 
the Department of Wildlife, 
Fish and Conservation 
Biology who coordinated 
the 173-page effort among 
13 authors. “I think this 
report provides the base-
line for future work to 
come.”

The authors reviewed the 
core needs of key species 
living among the region’s 
rice fields. These include 
giant garter snakes, win-
tering ducks, wintering and 
breeding shorebirds, black 
terns, sandhill cranes and 
native fish. They developed 
a mapping framework of 
the species' habitat, as well 
as an estimate of the rice 
acreage, management prac-
tices and priority locations 
for rice that would most 
greatly benefit each wild-
life group. 

Over the past decade, 
rice acreage has ranged 
from 250,000 to 540,000 
acres in California. The 
report found that approxi-
mately 470,000 to 500,000 
acres defines the desired 
conservation footprint of 
rice for the most species of 
concern. 

The needs for differ-
ent species include 30,000 
acres for native fish, 43,000 
acres for sandhill cranes, 
80,000 acres for giant gar-
ter snakes, 373,500 acres 
of winter-flooded rice and 
flooded fallow rice fields 
for non-breeding shore-
birds, 473,000 acres of 
planted rice to restore pop-
ulations of black terns 
and help support breeding 

shore birds, and 500,000 
acres for wintering ducks.

Winter flooding 
critical

The authors emphasize 
that rice acreage alone, 
even as much as 500,000 
acres, will not sustain these 
species unless water is 
available during the winter 
and during critical peri-
ods in the fall and spring. 
Winter flooding of the rice 
fields is especially critical 
for many of these species. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y,  s e a -
sonal wetlands shaped 
the Central Valley's ecol-
ogy and biodiversity. 
Beginning in the mid-
1800s, these lands were 
largely drained for agri-
culture, flood control and 
development.

“In the absence of nat-
ural wetlands, rice has 
become essential surrogate 
habitat for an incredi-
ble diversity of California 
wildlife,” said report 
co-editor Daniel Karp, a 
UC Davis professor in the 
Department of Wildlife, 
Fish and Conservation 
Biology. “In the face of cli-
mate-induced droughts and 
escalating water prices, 
providing rice farmers with 
the support needed to con-
tinue flooding their fields 
in winter is absolutely 
essential to safeguard this 
incredible conservation 
success story.”

Priority locations 
and management 

solutions
For nearly all wild-

life groups, the Colusa 
and Sutter basins rank as 
the highest priority loca-
tions for rice habitat, given 
their proximity to wetlands 
and wildlife refuges. The 
Yolo Basin, Consumnes-
Mokelumne Rivers region, 
and parts of the Delta 
are especially important 
for shorebirds and sand-
hill cranes. The Yolo and 
Sutter bypasses also rep-
resent critical areas for fish 
in flooded rice fields. 

The conservation value 
of these areas, however, 
largely depends upon how 
they’re managed. In addi-
tion to winter flooding and 
water availability, spa-
tial location, managing 

vegetat ion,  i rr igat ion 
canals and post-harvest 
rice straw are just some of 
the considerations when 
managing rice for wildlife. 
The report outlines several 
strategies for each group. 

“This kind of interdisci-
plinary work is challenging 
but so important to effec-
tive conservation,” said 
report co-author Kristen 
Dybala, a principal ecol-
ogis t  a t  Point  Blue 
Conservation Science. 
“When we work together, 
we can identify opportu-
nities for the same acres to 
contribute to multiple goals 
at once.” 

The value of rice
In addition to provid-

ing habitat for wildlife, 
rice production creates 
about $1 billion of added 
economic value and up to 
7,500 jobs for California’s 
Sacramento Valley.

“For decades now, our 
growers have seen first-
hand how much their rice 
fields are used by wild-
life all throughout the 
year,” said Tim Johnson, 
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O 
of the California Rice 
Commission. “This Rice 
Footprint report by the 
University of California, 
Davis, details how these 
same fields that grow 
America’s sushi rice serve 
as the economic driver for 
our small communities and 
are also vital to our ecosys-
tem in helping waterfowl, 
shorebirds, reptiles and fish 
thrive.”

The report was funded 
primarily by the California 
Rice Commission through 
a grant to the UC Davis 
Center for Watershed 
Sciences and to Point Blue 
Conservation Science. 

Addi t ional  au thors 
include Francisco Bellido-
Leiva, Lee Burrows, Sean 
Fogenburg, Andrew Rypel 
and Brian Todd of the 
UC Davis Department 
of Wildlife, Fish and 
Conservation Biology; 
Robert Walsh of Point Blue 
Conservation Science; 
Bruce Linquist of UC 
Davis Plant Sciences; 
and Daniel Sumner and 
Jessica Xu from UC Davis 
Agricultural and Resource 
Economics.� 

Flooded rice fields in California’s Central Valley offer important, 
often vital habitat to many wildlife species. Photo by Yogesh 
Pansare from Pixabay


