
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- An unexpected apology 
emerged as a surprising 
topic when the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District (CSD) 
improvements committee 
met on March 11.

During public com-
ments, community activist 
Janis Eckard publicly apol-
ogized to the consultants 
who prepared the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan. One of them was 
L i sa  Maddaus ,  who 
briefly attended the meet-
ing. Maddaus defended 
her work on the plan and 
offered to attend the next 
improvements commit-
tee meeting to answer 
questions.

In other business, two 
engineers from Water 
System Consulting out-
lined preliminary proposals 
to prepare an Urban Water 
Supply Plan, and a Water 

Vision Plan intended to 
supplement the Integrated 
Water Master Plan. The 
district’s contract engineer, 
Joe Domenichelli, also out-
lined his recommendations 
for constructing a new 
water tank and optimizing 
the use of existing tanks. 
(See the two separate sto-
ries on these topics in this 
issue.)

The improvements com-
mittee comprises two 
board members—Directors 
Randy Jenco and John 
Merchant,  Operations 
Manager Eric Houston, 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris,  who was on 
leave and other staff. The 
committee thoroughly 
examines  in f ras t ruc-
ture issues and makes 

recommendations to the 
entire board.

Maddaus Comments
Maddaus, who co-pro-

duced the draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan with 
Oregon engineer Dan 
Adkins, introduced herself 
during public comments. 
Expressing her desire to 
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Little League Celebrates 34 Years

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Beneath clear blue skies 
and warming sunshine, 
the Cosumnes River Little 
League (CRLL) kicked off 
its 34th season in Rancho 
Murieta on March 8.

The celebration began 
with a parade of 31 teams 
caravanning to Stonehouse 
Park, where they gath-
ered on the main baseball 
field for the opening day 
ceremony.

E v e n t  h i g h l i g h t s 
included introducing the 

teams and Cosumnes River 
Little League Board mem-
bers, presenting the colors, 
a short program recog-
nizing the volunteers and 

sponsors, and the cere-
monial first pitch of the 
season.

The parade, led by a 
Sacramento Metropolitan 

Fire District engine and 
ambulance, kicked off on 
Murieta Parkway and con-
cluded at Escuela Drive, 
where enthusiastic specta-
tors lined the route. Each 
team rode in its creatively 
decorated chariot and 
high-spirited players tossed 
candy to the crowd.

After the teams arrived 
at the park, Dan Stephens, 
who has two players in the 
league, introduced each 
team as they ran onto the 
field to loud applause from 
hundreds of spectators.

The ceremony began on 
a patriotic note. Stephens 

Cosumnes River Little League kicks off its 34th season March 8 with its Opening Day ceremony at Stonehouse Park. Lilah Wiley, 
left, and Michalea Walker carry the banner at the parade’s beginning. Photos by Gail Bullen

Continued on page 12

Unexpected Apology About 
Water Plan at CSD Meeting

Community activist Janis Eckard apologizes 
to the consultants who prepared the 
Integrated Water Master Plan. She spoke at 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Improvements Committee meeting 
on March 11. 

Consultant Lisa Maddaus defends her 
work on the master water plan and accepts 
Eckard’s apology.

All 31 teams parade to the ceremony in the back of decorated 
pickups or trailers, such as the spirited Longhorns. 
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PL AYOF F S  NO T 
A P IPE  DRE AM Story and photo  

by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District General Manager 
Mimi Morris, who has 
been on paid administra-
tive leave since Jan. 6, may 
soon return to work.

Following a closed ses-
sion on March 14, Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Vice-
President John Merchant 
announced the board’s 
decision upon returning to 
open session.

“As a result of the closed 
session today, we took a 
vote of four to nothing of 
the board that was pres-
ent,” Merchant said. “The 
general manager will be 
returning from administra-
tive leave. That is the end 
of the statement.” 

The session addressed 
t w o  a g e n d a  i t e m s : 
“Conference with legal 
counsel – anticipated lit-
igation” and “Public 
employee  d isc ip l ine /
dismissal/release, admin-
istrative leave status.” The 
closed session lasted just 
over an hour.

President Steve Booth 
was excluded from the 
c losed  sess ion .  The 
remaining board mem-
bers conferred by phone 
with a colleague of District 
Counsel Patrick Enright 
and an attorney represent-
ing the Golden State Risk 
Management Authority, the 
district’s insurer.

When contacted for 
comment, Morris stated 
that she had not been 
informed about the 10 a.m. 
special meeting and was 
only notified of the board’s 
decision at the end of the 
day. She added that her 
return date was still to be 
determined.

 “Recall that I was 
originally placed on admin-
istrative leave pending the 
results of the investiga-
tion of Director Booth’s 
behavior. However, I have 
not yet been interviewed 
for the investigation and 
have no knowledge that 
it has begun,” Morris said 
in an email. “That being 
said, I look forward to 
returning to the district 
– hopefully to a non-hos-
tile and non-retaliatory 

Continued on page 2

CSD Board 
Votes to 

Bring Back 
General 

Manager

Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District General 
Manager Mimi Morris is 
expected to return to work. 
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 37 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our clients in 

2023 for another successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 44 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

By Patti Keating

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Thanks to the 
persistence of key individuals, dedicated 
donors, supportive businesses and com-
mitted volunteers, the Rancho Murieta 
Woman’s Club and Vitalant have secured 
a temporary location for the remaining 
blood drives in 2025. 

The club’s Vitalant blood drives will be 
held at the St. Vincent De Paul Catholic 
Church under the sponsorship of the 
Knights of Columbus. Vitalant has made 
the necessary arrangements to avoid any 
disruption of the 2025 drives, which will 
be held on April 28, July 14 and Oct. 27.  

The women’s club sought a temporary 
facility after learning that its current part-
ner, Rancho Murieta Community Church, 
plans to remodel its space. The church has 
been a steadfast supporter, with Pastor 
Phil Fuller generously providing space 
for community blood drives over the 
past five years. Fuller, along with church 
staff members Cindy Aisten and Shana 
Baggaley, has been an actively engaged 
partner in ensuring the success of these 
events.

The women’s club extends its gratitude 
to the Catholic Church for providing the 
use of its social hall and to Ali Arnerich 
for initiating the partnership with the 
Knights of Columbus. The club also looks 
forward to collaborating with Margaret 
Scruggs at the church to ensure the contin-
ued success of future blood drives.

Volunteers from the women’s club, 
the community, Scout Troop 633 and the 
local Veterans of Foreign Wars post are 
the driving force behind the blood drives. 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who dedi-
cates their time and resources, whether 
it’s making appointment reminder calls, 
setting up and taking down equipment, 
registering donors, providing baked goods 

and refreshments, or monitoring donors 
after they give blood. Your efforts make 
each drive a success.

Local businesses also contribute to 
the cause by donating coupons and raf-
fle prizes for blood donors. The women’s 
club thanks ACE Hardware, The Backyard 
Restaurant, The Local Bean Café, Go 4 
Pizza, Murieta Inn, Naan King, Yogurt 
Pop, and Carole Thames, Town & Country 
Real Estate, for their continuing support.

The women’s club extends its sincere 
thanks to everyone who donated or vol-
unteered at the Jan. 27 blood drive, where 
Vitalant collected 52 pints of blood. 
Despite computer system issues that pre-
vented some from donating, the patience 
and understanding shown by donors were 
truly appreciated. Both Vitalant and the 
women’s club apologize for the inconve-
nience and thank you for your donations 
and patience. We look forward to working 
together in future drives.

Patti Keating is a co-chair of the 
Rancho Murieta Women’s Club Blood 
Drive Committee. H

Blood Drive Moves to Temporary Location

Donor Carole Thames jokes with phlebotomist Christian P. at the October Blood Drive held at 
the Rancho Murieta Community Church. Photos by Gail Bullen

Patti Keating announces the results from 
the last blood drive at the Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club luncheon in January.

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- After a three-year hia-
tus, a proposal to build a 
solar facility on the historic 
Barton Ranch on Scott 
Road, six miles north of 
Rancho Murieta, is back in 
the spotlight.

The Sacramento County 
Department of Planning 
and Environmental Review 
has released the draft 
Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) for the 
Coyote Creek Agrivoltaic 
Ranch on its website. It 
will accept public com-
ments until April 18.

T h e  C o s u m n e s 
Communi ty  Planning 
A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l 
(CCPAC) will review 
the application at its next 
meeting, which will be 
at 7 p.m. March 26 at the 
Wilton Community Center, 
9717 Colony Road, Wilton.

The proposed solar facil-
ity will span 2,700 acres 
of pasture on both sides 
of Scott Road. It will fea-
ture a 200-megawatt solar 
array capable of powering 
up to 40,000 homes and a 
100-megawatt battery stor-
age system designed to 
supply power for up to four 
hours. 

The applicant plans to 
incorporate seasonal graz-
ing around the solar arrays 
and implement strategic 
landscaping to help screen 

the panels from view. All 
generated power will be 
supplied to the Sacramento 
M u n i c i p a l  U t i l i t i e s 
District. 

T h e  C C PA C  f i r s t 
reviewed the project on 
Feb. 2, 2022. 

While some attendees 
raised questions, the proj-
ect faced no significant 
opposition. Three nearby 
ranch owners expressed 
conceptual support for the 
construction of the solar 
facility.

T h e  a p p l i c a n t , 
Sacramento Valley Energy 
Center LLC, is part of 
D.E. Shaw Renewable 
Investments, which is 
based in New York City. 
The firm is also develop-
ing a second solar farm in 
Wilton, located on Dillard 
Road, which is currently 
underway.

The applicant hosted 
an informational meeting 
about the Coyote Creek 
project at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club on 
Oct. 13, 2021, but only 
two community members 
attended.

The term “agrivoltaic” 
in the project name refers 
to the simultaneous use of 
land for solar photovol-
taic power generation and 
agriculture. 

At Coyote Creek, this 
will involve integrating 
livestock operations with 
clean energy production, 
according to consultant Jim 
Gillum, who represented 

the applicant at the CCPAC 
meeting.

The county notice stated 
that the draft EIR identified 
significant and unavoid-
able impacts to some oak 
woodlands and a scenic 
road. However, the draft 
EIR outlines two alterna-
tives to help mitigate these 
impacts.

T h e  B i o l o g i c a l 
Resources Alternative pro-
poses shifting 55 acres 
of solar panels from the 
development area to a 480-
acre parcel adjacent to 
the project site. The Scott 
Road Buffer Alternative 
would eliminate all solar 
development within 500 
feet of the centerline of 
Scott Road to reduce visual 
impacts. This option would 
involve relocating 181 
acres of solar development 
to the adjacent 480-acre 
parcel.

The draft EIR identified 
several other potentially 
significant impacts that 
could  be  minimized 
through mitigation mea-
sures, including effects on 
air quality from construc-
tion, impacts on plants and 
animals, and the risk of 
wildfires.

The draft  EIR can 
be viewed at planning.
saccounty.gov/Pages/
Coyote-Creek-Agrivoltaic-
Ranch.aspx. Comments 
can be sent to CEQA@sac-
county.gov. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com H

Draft EIR Released for 
Solar Farm on Scott Road

The graphic depicts layout of a proposed solar facility on Scott Road. Photo courtesy of DESRI

environment – so that we 
can continue making prog-
ress on important district 
business.”

Morris has been on paid 
leave since Jan. 6, when 
the board held a special 
session to evaluate her 
performance. 

B e f o r e  t h e  b o a r d 

adjourned to a closed 
session—excluding 
Booth—Morris publicly 
accused him of retaliation, 
discrimination and harass-
ment. She also revealed 
that she had filed an inter-
nal complaint against 
Booth fol lowing the 
November board meeting.

Booth responded on Jan. 

7, stating, “I categorically 
deny that there has been 
any discrimination against 
her for any reason.”

During the Jan. 6 closed 
session, the board voted 
4-0 to place Morris on 
administrative leave pend-
ing an investigation of 
her grievance. Two days 
later, Morris’ attorney 

filed a government claim 
against the district, elab-
orating on her allegations 
against Booth. Under 
California law, employ-
ees are required to file a 
government claim before 
initiating a lawsuit against 
a governmental entity, 
allowing time for potential 
resolution before litigation.

The board met again in 
closed session prior to the 
Feb. 19 meeting’s open 
session to consider Morris’ 
government claim. Booth 
later announced that the 
board had voted unani-
mously to deny her claim.

Contacted by the River 
Valley Times after the 
February meeting, District 
Counsel Patrick Enright 
confirmed that Morris 
would have six months to 

file a lawsuit following the 
board’s denial of her gov-
ernment claim. Enright 
said Golden State Risk 
Management Authority 
was handling her claim 
and Kramer Workplace 
Investigations was inves-
tigating her grievance. 
He confirmed that Morris 
remained on paid adminis-
trative leave. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com H

CSD Board Votes to Bring Back General Manager
Continued from page 1
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

By Sean P. Thomas 
MPG Staff

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - A 
staffer at Katherine Albiani 
Middle School was put on 
leave as the district inves-
tigates an incident in which 
racially insensitive mate-
rial, including what was 
described as “N-word 
bucks,” were allegedly 
used during a “failed inter-
vention lesson.”

The staffer, who has not 
been named, was placed on 
leave after allegedly using 
the material titled “History 
of the N-Word,” that 
included the racial slur, as 
well as a racist character 

of a Black man. The sheet 
included a warning stating 
that “some of the content 
in this writing may be 
offensive to children.”

The “intervention les-
son” was handed out in late 
February for Black History 
Month.

According to an email 
from the Elk Grove 
Unified School District, 
the “incident in question 
was a failed intervention 
for students.”

The intervention lesson 
was linked to a  non-affil-
iated District website that 
included an article that 
attempted to trace the ori-
gins of the “n-word.” The 

article also containted a 
racially offensive graphic.

The Elk Grove Unified 
School District confirmed 
the investigation in a state-
ment and said it “does not 
condone the use of such 
materials,” as they “do not 
represent nor reflect the 
district’ s core values.”

“Upon completion of 
the investigation, the dis-
trict will take appropriate 
corrective and restorative 
action,” according to the 
statement.

The middle school sent 
a letter to families March 
3 informing them of the 
“inappropriate material” 
and its allegedly racial 

insensitive content. The 
letter, signed by Principal 
Chris Rauschenfels, reit-
erated that the school did 
not condone the racially 
material.

“Restorative steps are 
being coordinated by 
the district, through its 
Departments of family and 
Community Engagement, 
Educational Equity, and 
Education Services and 
Schools to ensure a safe 
positive learning environ-
ment for the entire school,” 
the letter read.

Several concerned par-
ents spoke during the 
district’s most recent board 
meeting, calling for more 

accountability from the 
administrators regarding 
the incident.

“While I  recognize 
that the matter is under 
investigation, I must say 
unequivocally that the let-
ter referred to as racially 
offensive in its letter is 
a matter of fact, racist to 
its core,” Jessica Carter 
said. “My fear is that the 
adults who are responsi-
ble for this material will 
skirt responsibility, and we 
will not see the change that 
is needed at our schools.” 
Incidents like this demand 
immediate and decisive 
action.”

Antonio Ferraro, who 

said he has a student at 
Albiani Middle School 
currently, questioned the 
educational value of the 
lesson.

“The images, the ste-
reotypes, covering the bill 
were just crazy,” Ferraro 
said. “Just look at it, it 
brings people to tears.”

Board President Michael 
Vargas ensured the parents 
that the district staff will 
follow up on the incident.

“To all of the members 
of the public who spoke 
here today, thank you for 
the feedback,” Vargas said. 
“We appreciate it and we 
take these matters very 
very seriously.” H

Middle School Staffer on Leave for Racist Assignment 

Lost Lake, the fenced retention pond on Reynosa Drive, is looking 
much better these days thanks to the collaborative efforts of the 
Rancho Murieta Community Services District (CSD), the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club and dedicated neighbors. The photo on the 
left shows a large floating harvester operated by Solitude Lakes to 
remove aquatic weeds from the pond’s surface. The CSD funded 
this $25,000 project. Once the rainy season ends, Solitude will 
apply a biologically safe weed retardant and install two fountains 
to enhance the lake’s health and appearance. Above, the photo 
highlights the country club’s maintenance work along the golf cart 
path above the lake. This includes tree trimming, brush removal 
and the replacement of the post-and-cable fence. Neighbor Serda 
Folk, who advocated for the work, expressed her appreciation for 
the teamwork among the involved agencies. She also extended 
her thanks to CSD Director Linda Butler for her support. Photos by 
Gail Bullen

Lost Lake Gets a Facelift
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Water topics once 
again dominated the 
agenda at the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District (CSD) 
Improvements Committee 
on March 11.

District contract engi-
neer Joe Domenichelli 
elaborated on his recom-
mendation to build a new 
water tank and to imple-
ment an interim solution to 
enhance the efficiency of 
the two existing tanks.

Director John Merchant 
proposed two actions 
for the March 19 board 
meeting: approving and 
establishing an emergency 
water policy and forming 
a working group to review 
data from the Integrated 
Water Master Plan.

In other water-related 
business at the meet-
ing, two engineers from 
Water System Consulting 
outlined preliminary pro-
posals to prepare an Urban 
Water Supply Plan and a 
Water Vision Plan intended 
to supplement the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan. 

Longtime community 
activist Janis Eckard also 
apologized to the consul-
tants who prepared the 
draft Integrated Water 
Master Plan. (See the two 
separate stories on these 
topics in this issue.)

The  Improvemen t s 
Committee consists of two 
board members—directors 

Randy Jenco and John 
Merchant,  Operations 
Manager Eric Houston, 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris,  who was on 
leave, and other staff. The 
committee thoroughly 
examines infrastructure 
issues and makes recom-
mendations to the entire 
board.

Water Tanks
The discuss ion on 

Domenichelli’s water tank 
recommendations contin-
ued from the committee’s 
February meeting.

Although the engi-
neer didn’t attend the 
earlier meeting, Director of 
Operations Eric Houston 
reviewed his draft report. 
Af terward ,  Merchant 
instructed Houston to 
invite Domenichelli to 
the March Improvements 
m e e t i n g  t o  a n s w e r 
ques t i ons .  A l though 
Domenichelli attended 
the March meeting as 
requested, Houston was 
absent due to jury duty.

Nevertheless, Domeni-
c h e l l i  d e l i v e r e d  a 
PowerPoint presentation 
illustrating the sharp drop 
in water levels at the Rio 
Oso tank during last July’s 
heat wave.

The pressurized Rio 
Oso Tank, which holds 
1.2 million gallons, serves 
houses north of the sec-
ond Guadalupe Drive. 
It also has been desig-
nated as the water tank 
for the already approved 
198-lot Residences sub-
division near Stonehouse 
Park and for the 116-lot 

Village H in the proposed 
Rancho North subdivi-
sion. The 3-million-gallon 
Van Vleck Tank uses a 
gravity system to serve 
the remainder of the 
community.

Domenichelli empha-
sized the need for a new 
tank in the upper zone to 
support current and future 
water demands as new 
homes come online.

Until a new tank can 
be built, Domenichelli 
proposed a throttling 
alternative as an interim 
solution to balance water 
levels between the two 
existing tanks. This would 
involve installing valves 
that automatically adjust 
water flows during peak 
demand periods, especially 
in the early morning when 
upper-zone irrigation is 
highest.

Merchant and Jenco 
asked Domenichelli if the 
throttling system could be 
operational by next sum-
mer. He responded that 
it would be a challenge. 
While designing the sys-
tem and overseeing the 

work would be straight-
forward, integrating the 
necessary electronics for 
automatic operation posed 
a greater difficulty. 

“You are going to need 
specialty people in there 
with the SCADA and inte-
grating the controls,” he 
said. “It’s different from 
guys putting in the pipe.”

After discussing which 
reserves could fund the 
interim solution, Merchant 

and Jenco agreed to make 
it an action item for the 
March 19 board meeting.

Emergency Water
Another agenda item 

was a letter from Merchant 
addressed to the dis-
trict’s existing and entitled 
ratepayers. Citing lim-
ited water sources from 
the Cosumnes River, he 
stated that the board must 
approve and establish an 
emergency water pol-
icy for existing ratepayers 
and those in county-ap-
proved subdivisions (The 
Residences, Riverview and 
The Retreats).

“I would like to estab-
lish a requirement that 
going forward, to main-
tain no less than a one-year 
supply of water as gross 
storage for an emer-
gency supply,” Merchant 
explained at the meeting.

Merchant stated that the 
first step would be to bring 
Clementia Reservoir online 
as a drinking water source, 
which will require state 
permitting. 

He indicated this would 

be just the beginning of the 
process.

Integrated Water 
Master Plan 

Working Group
Although not included 

in his letter, Merchant 
told the committee that he 
planned to recommend a 
working group review data 
from the Integrated Water 
Master Plan at the March 
19 meeting. 

“We have about 150 
questions that we could get 
answered right off the bat,” 
he said.

Merchant said that 
community activist Janis 
Eckard and resident Jim 
Farrell, known for his 
insightful comments at dis-
trict meetings, had agreed 
to join the working group. 

“We’ll see if we can 
come up with a consensus 
as to the data set that we 
can pass on to finish the 
analysis,” he said. “There 
is quite a bit of work to do, 
which I hope we can do in 
a hurry.” 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com H

Water Tanks, 
Emergency 

Supplies are CSD 
Meeting Topics

Engineer Joe Domenichelli points out the precipitous drop in water volume in the Rio Oso Water Tank during the July 2024 heat 
wave. Photo by Gail Bullen

“I would like 
to establish a 

requirement that 
going forward, to 
maintain no less 
than a one-year 
supply of water 
as gross storage 
for an emergency 

supply.”

—CSD Director  
John Merchant
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Proposals to pre-
pare two new water plans 
were the primary topic 
when the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District (CSD) improve-
ments committee met on 
March 11.

Two engineers from 
Water System Consulting 
presented their prelimi-
nary scopes for developing 
an Urban Water Supply 
Plan for the district and a 
Vision Plan to supplement 
the draft Integrated Water 
Master Plan. The commit-
tee also questioned them 
about groundwater.

In other business, long-
time community activist 
Janis Eckard apologized 
to the consultants who pre-
pared the draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan. The 
district’s contract engineer, 
Joe Domenichelli, also out-
lined his recommendations 
for constructing a new 
water tank and optimizing 
the use of existing tanks. 
(See the two separate sto-
ries on these topics in this 
issue.)

The CSD improve-
ments committee consists 
of two board members – 
Directors Randy Jenco 
and  John Merchant , 
Operations Manager Eric 
Houston, General Manager 
Mimi Morris, who was on 
leave, and other staff. The 
committee examines infra-
structure issues in depth 
and makes recommenda-
tions to the full board.

Although Houston had 
invited the new water con-
sultants to the committee 
meeting, he was unable 
to attend due to jury duty. 
Plant Supervisor Travis 
Bohannon stepped in as 
the interim director of 
operations.

Background
Although the Maddaus 

and Adkins consulting 
firms presented the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan to the district in 
October, the board took 
no significant action aside 
from directing Houston 
to find consultants for 
an external review of the 
study.

A turning point occurred 
at the Jan. 15 Board meet-
ing when Operations 
Manager Houston rec-
o m m e n d e d  a g a i n s t 
finalizing the Integrated 
Water Master Plan, citing 
its lack of a clear path for-
ward. He proposed that the 
district develop an Urban 
Water Supply Plan, which 

the state will require once 
the district reaches 3,000 
water connections and 
becomes subject to new 
regulatory requirements as 
an urban water supplier. 
The district currently has 
2,917 connections.

Houston also told the 
board that he had asked 
Water Systems Consultants 
—who recently devel-
oped an Urban Water 
Supply Plan and Water 
Vision Report for the City 
of Folsom—to provide a 
scope of work for similar 
plans for the district. Board 
President Steve Booth 
referred Houston’s pro-
posal to the improvements 
committee for review.

Water Systems 
Consultants (WSC)
Stephanie Ard began by 

introducing herself and Jeff 
Lawrence. She has spent 
the past 12 years special-
izing in water systems 
planning and modeling, 
including the last two years 
wi th  Water  Sys tems 
Consultants. Ard noted that 
Lawrence brings extensive 
experience in the planning 
and design of local water 
and sewer systems. WSC is 
headquartered in San Luis 
Obispo, with an additional 
office in Folsom. The firm 
employs over 70 engi-
neers specializing in water, 
sewer, and recycled water, 
with a heavy emphasis on 
planning.

Lawrence said that 
Water Systems Consultants 
became involved after 
Houston  inqui red  i f 
they could conduct an 
external review of the 
draft Integrated Water 
M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n . 
Following that, Houston 
asked WSC to provide a 

preliminary scope of work 
for an Urban Water Master 
Plan and for “anything that 
could be added to the mas-
ter plan.”

L a w r e n c e  f u r t h e r 
explained that an urban 
plan is primarily a regula-
tory compliance document, 
while a master plan serves 
as a comprehensive water 
planning document. Ard 
agreed, noting that the 
urban assesses existing and 
projected water demands 
alongside available sup-
ply. It also evaluates 
supply availability during 
a normal year, a single 
drought year, and consec-
utive drought years. She 
added that the plan would 
serve as a report to the 
state, demonstrating that 
the district has considered 
drought scenarios, assessed 
the reliability of its water 
supply, and outlined plans 
for future growth. 

“What this does not do is 
provide a detailed analysis 
of the water supply alterna-
tives that are available…
or an analysis of the reli-
ability of the system as a 
whole,” she said. “It does 
not look at storage, it does 
not look at pumps. These 
are all included in a master 
planning documents.”

Lawrence noted that 
any analysis of the water 
supply is typically com-
pleted prior to developing 
the urban plan to ensure 
it is incorporated. While 
the state requires a small 
water supplier to pre-
pare the urban plan within 
a year of reaching 3,000 
connections, it doesn’t 
exact penalties for missing 
the deadline. However, the 
supplier is ineligible for 
state funding until the plan 
is submitted. 

“It’s just assurance to the 
state that you have planned 
to have sufficient water 
supplies to meet your 
future demands under a 
drought scenario,” he said.

Ard explained that their 
next preliminary scope 
involved developing a 
water supply assessment 
plan, similar to the Water 
Vision Plan she is prepar-
ing for the City of Folsom. 
The first major task would 
be creating a strategic com-
munication plan focused 
on gathering input from 
the community. This would 
include stakeholder work-
shops, public surveys, and 
newsletters.

Ard emphasized that 
communi ty  feedback 
would shape their final rec-
ommendations to ensure 
the plan “reflects what the 
community values and 
what the next steps are.”

Ard said the next step 
would involve analyzing 
the water supply, starting 
with the draft Integrated 
Water Management Plan. 
“We would like to do a 
deeper dive into those 
assumptions, making sure 
that is how your system 
operates and refining that 
storage analysis,” she said.

The final document 
would include recommen-
dations on available water 
supply alternatives, along 
with a detailed analysis and 
evaluation of each option 
to determine which would 
provide the greatest benefit 
based on demand and the 
reliability of the Cosumnes 
River. Water Systems 
Consultants would then 
develop an adaptive road-
map “that would help you 
know when you need to 
implement supply alterna-
tives,” Ard said.

Jenco asked how the 
report would deal with 
groundwater. Lawrence 
said that an initial analysis 
of the aquifer and its capa-
bilities would have to be 
completed upfront if they 
were going to recommend 
groundwater as a feasible 
option. 

He noted that Water 
Systems Consultants has a 
hydro-geologic group that 
could weigh in as part of 
the assessment.

When Jenco asked about 
the cost, Ard responded 
that they preferred not to 
provide an estimate until 
they had a clear under-
standing of the district's 
needs and could develop a 
final scope.

 However, when the 
Rive r  Va l l ey  Times 
pressed for a ballpark fig-
ure, Lawrence estimated 
that the water supply 
plan would likely cost 
more than $100,000. The 
River Valley Times also 
asked if it would dupli-
cate the Integrated Water 
Management Plan. 

Lawrence acknowledged 
that the Integrated Water 
Management Plan consul-
tants had done a competent 
job, which WSC did not 
intend to duplicate. 

“We could build on 
some of the water supply 
planning that is in there,” 
he said. “This is just a little 
different process, looking 
at a little bit more options, 
getting everything out on 
the table, being a little 
more transparent, getting 
public involvement, maybe 
reaching different conclu-
sions. It may or may not.

“Our idea was to try to 
provide additional value 
and not repeat what you 

have already paid someone 
else to do,” he added.

A u d i e n c e  m e m b e r 
Janis Eckard, a longtime 
community activist, sug-
gested that the district 
“clean up the data” in the 
draft Integrated Water 
Management Plan before 
the consultants build on it.

At the end of the pre-
sentation, Merchant stated 
that the next step should be 
providing the consultants 
with more information to 
help refine their scope and 
develop a cost estimate.

Lawrence added that 
they would also incor-
porate insights  from 
the meeting to further 
refine their scope, which 
they would review with 
Houston and the committee 
to ensure alignment. “Then 
we will put a price on it,” 
he said.

Groundwater 
An extensive discussion 

about groundwater options 
took place during the meet-
ing, with Merchant and 
others questioning the 
consultants about their 
experience with drilling 
wells and groundwater 
banking in other areas. 

The consultants provided 
informative responses that 
could be summarized as “It 
depends.” 

A n  aud io  r eco rd -
ing of the March 11 
Improvements Committee 
meeting, capturing the full 
discussion, is available on 
the district’s website, along 
with the meeting packet 
that includes the prelimi-
nary scopes presented by 
the two new consultants. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com H

New Consultants Outline Water Plan Proposals

Engineering consultants Jeff Lawrence and Stephane Ard outline proposals to prepare two new water plans for the Rancho Murieta Community Services. They 
were speaking at the improvements committee meeting on March 11. Photo by Gail Bullen

Sacramento Zoo News Release 

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento 
Zoo is thrilled to announce that Amirah 
the giraffe gave birth to a female calf on 
Saturday, March 1, at 2:56 p.m.

Amirah's calf is healthy and nursing 
well from mom. The pair will be given 
bonding time but may be visible at their 
habitat’s side yard periodically beginning 
in the next few weeks. 

The official debut date will be depen-
dent on the health and welfare of mom 
and calf. Keep an eye out on Sacramento 
Zoo social media pages for when this new 
addition to our herd will be visible. 

Sacramento Zoo is now home to five 
female Masai giraffes, Shani, Amirah, 
Glory, Cheyenne and the new calf. This is 
the 22nd calf born at the Sacramento Zoo 
going back to 1954 when giraffes were 
first housed in Sacramento.

Senior Manager of Animal Care, 
Melissa McCartney, said “Our entire team 
is thrilled by how well Amirah and her 
new baby are doing. We are thankful this 
was a textbook labor and delivery, with a 
strong and healthy calf on her feet within 
two hours of her birth and nursing shortly 
thereafter. 

Mom and calf are bonding behind the 
scenes and the entire herd is enjoying 

looking on and greeting the newest mem-
ber of our zoo family.”

The Masai giraffe is the largest giraffe 
subspecies and is found in southern 
Kenya and Tanzania. Gestation is 14 to 15 
months. When a calf is born, it can be as 
tall as six feet and weigh as much as 150 
pounds. Within minutes, the calf is able to 
stand on its own.  

Sacramento Zoo is one of 34 institu-
tions managing 136 Masai giraffes in 
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
population. 

The zoo partners with and supports the 
Wild Nature Institute, a field research 
organization that is currently study-
ing Masai giraffe demographics and the 
African Savanna ecosystem with photo 
recognition software. 

The zoo’s partnership with Wild Nature 
Institute is critical to giraffe research and 
conservation efforts.  

Wild giraffes are experiencing a silent 
extinction as their populations continue to 
plummet due to poaching and habitat loss. 
It has been estimated that the mammals' 
numbers have fallen by more than 50 per-
cent over the last 30 years. 

In 2018, the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature moved giraffes 
from “Vulnerable” to “Endangered” on its 
Red List of Threatened Species.  H 

On March 1, Amirah the giraffe gave birth to a female calf at the Sacramento Zoo. Photo 
courtesy of Sacramento Zoo

Sacramento Zoo Celebrates Giraffe Birth
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California’s Cities and Schools Face 
Big Budget Gaps, Few Options

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California’s state budget is 
mired in what fiscal authori-
ties call a “structural deficit,” 
meaning its revenues cannot 
keep up with spending man-
dated by current law.

For several years, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and the 
Legislature have papered 
over the chronic gap 
between income and outgo 
with gimmicks, includ-
ing on- and off-budget 
borrowing and creative 
accounting, plus dips into 
“rainy day” funds set aside 
for emergencies.

T h o s e  m a n e u v e r s 
merely postpone the day 
of reckoning, because the 
administration and the 
Legislature’s budget analyst, 
Gabe Petek, project yearly 
multibillion-dollar shortfalls 
indefinitely.

The state’s dilemma has 
several roots, most notably 
an erroneously high multi-
year revenue forecast in 
2022 that led to a belief that 
there would be an immense 
budget surplus and to sharply 
increased spending. The 
administration later pegged 
the revenue error at $165 bil-
lion over four years.

That factor was exacer-
bated by what Petrek dubbed 
“a sluggish economy.”

“Outside of government 
and health care, the state 
has added no jobs in a year 
and a half,” Petek noted in a 
November fiscal overview. 

“Similarly, the number of 
Californians who are unem-
ployed is 25% higher than 
during the strong labor mar-
kets of 2019 and 2022.”

State government is not 
alone in facing chronic bud-
get deficits. The state’s major 
cities and many school dis-
tricts are also feeling the 
pinch of stagnant revenues 
and inflation, especially with 
rising worker salaries. Add 
the horrendous Los Angeles 
wildfires and President 
Donald Trump’s potentially 
huge federal spending reduc-
tions and the budget gaps 
could become even wider.

A few days ago, Matt 
Szabo, the City of Los 
Angeles’ chief administrative 
officer, and city Controller 
Kenneth Mejia bluntly 
warned the city council that 
LA is several hundred mil-
lion dollars short of covering 
its budgeted expenditures — 
not even counting the likely 
effects of wildfires on reve-
nues and spending.

“The city is facing signifi-
cant headwinds,” Szabo said, 
adding “immediate spending 
reductions required.”

“The city of L.A., finan-
cially, we are in trouble,”  
Mejia told the council in a 
letter. He added, “The city 
is estimated to overspend by 
$300 million over budget. So 
when you have less revenues 
compared to your budget, 
and you have more expenses 
over your budget — that’s a 
big gap that we have to fill.”

San Francisco’s new 
mayor, Daniel Lurie, says he 
wants to “eliminate $1 bil-
lion in overspending” over 
the next three years to cover 
an $876 million deficit over 
two years. “The era of one-
time or Band-Aid solutions 
is over,” Lurie told other 
officials after taking office 
in January.

A number of smaller cit-
ies, including Sacramento, 
are also dealing with signif-
icant deficits.

Meanwhile many school 
districts are also facing big 
budget gaps due to declin-
ing enrollment and chronic 
absenteeism that reduce state 
aid based on attendance, in 
addition to the expiration 
of federal grants meant to 
cope with COVID-19 and 
employee union demands for 
raises to offset inflation-ham-
mered personal budgets.

The Fiscal Crisis and 
Management Assistance 
Team, a state agency that 
monitors school district 
finances, recently issued a 
report on school systems in 
various degrees of fiscal dif-
ficulty, with those in Oakland 
and San Francisco on the list 
of the most troubled.

The agency cited not only 
enrollment declines, but the 
jolts of losing federal pan-
demic aid and rising costs, 
particularly for fire insur-
ance and electric power, as 
factors.

In theory, local officials 
could seek tax increases as 
they ponder ways to balance 
their budgets. However vot-
ers facing rising living costs 
of their own are not likely to 
approve of that solution.

Therefore the options 
are either make real spend-
ing reductions, which might 
mean laying off workers and 
closing schools, or emulate 
the state’s gimmickry and 
hope the problems solve 
themselves.

Dan Walters is one of 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

The past week for the Sacramento 
Kings may very well be poorest stretch 
in a helter skelter season that saw the 
Sactown boys lose games to the New 
York Nicks, Golden State Warriors and 
Phoenix Suns by a combined total of 71 
points.

Many Kings fans turned their TV sets 
to another channel in the fourth quar-
ter of these games to avoid the agony of 
watching another beatdown. No lighting 
the beam last week and probably the last 
thing on anyone’s mind.

Most fans agree that watching a see-
saw battle in which your team is giving 
the best they have will always keep them 
watching to the very end but what we 
witnessed in the past week was hard for 
even the most ardent fan to lay eyes on.

Thrust into the position of point guard 
with the trade of DeAaron Fox, Malik 
Monk has struggled in his new role. 
Most glaring are the constant turnovers 
and it appears to be contagious as usually 
reliable ballhandlers DeMar DeRozan 
and Zach Lavine have suddenly joined 
the turnover turnstile. Forty-eight times, 
the Kings have turned the ball over in 
the past three games and that means 48 
missed opportunities to put a shot up.

Entering Monday night’s game against 
the Memphis Grizzlies, Sacramento sits 
in the number 9 position in the Western 
Conference with a 500 record of 33-33.

At no time entering the 2024/2025 sea-
son did I believe the Sacramento Kings 
were a 500 team. 

After the firing of Mike Brown and 
the trading of DeAaron Fox, newcom-
ers Zach Lavine, Jonas Valanciunas and 
Jake LaRavia gave hope to Kings fans 
that the playoff s were not a pipe dream.

The bench is stronger but the starting 
lineup is putting the team in a hole in the 
fi rst quarter of nearly every game. The 
past three games saw the Kings down 
by double digits at the end of the fi rst 
quarter and climbing out of a hole every 
game is not a recipe for success.

So what is the answer Kings fans? 
How does this newly-assembled squad 
put together a winning stretch that 
allows Sacramento fans to witness post-
season basketball?

With 16 games remaining, there’s no 
more trading or adding to the team, so 
coach Christie will have to move the 
chess pieces he has.

Sadly, although Malik has wanted to 
be a starter for some time, he has not 
thrived in his new role. Coming off  the 
bench and adding a spark seems to be the 
logical move for coach Christie to make.

Jake LaRavia has added much needed 
defense but Markelle Fultz has failed 
to add much to the point guard posi-
tion. Coach Christie might be faced 
with using rookie Devin Carter who has 
proven himself to be a skilled ball han-
dler and surprisingly a good rebounder 
as well.

Perhaps the time has come to give 
Isaac Jones some more court time, as this 
team could use his length and rebound-
ing. Jones has received too little time on 
the court but seems to make an impact 
when given the opportunity.

Trey Lyles and Keegan Murray need 
to live up to their billing and add 3-point 
shooting to a team that is in sore need.

Cross your fingers, Kings fans, that 
Domantas Sabonis will stay healthy and 
former all-stars DeMar DeRozan and 
Zach Lavine will be the players we know 
they can be the rest of the way.

Many of the senseless turnovers come 
from players trying to do too much and 
what the Kings need is to get back to 
basics and keep it simple. Move the ball, 
make good passes and allow teammates 
to shoot the basketball in rhythm. 

Make no mistake about it, there is 
plenty of talent on this team. 

Play-in appears to be the logical 
prescription, so take your medicine 
Sacramento Kings and see where the 
Play-in might take you.

King’s fans want postseason basket-
ball and what you call it matters little. 
Magical things can happen when given 
a chance and that’s what the play-in 
brings, a chance.

Stay positive, Kings fans, and keep 
those TV sets on for the fourth quarter. 
These guys might surprise you yet!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

Can I Avoid Paying 
the Medicare Premium?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: Is there 
any way I can get out 
of paying the $185 I am 
told will be taken out of 
my Social Security for 
Medicare Part B when 
I turn 65? We pay for 
Medicare all our work-
ing lives, and now I have 
to pay a monthly pre-
mium for insurance that 
only covers 80%. Signed: 
Disheartened Senior 

Dear Disheartened: 
For clarification, the 
money you paid into 
Medicare while work-
ing during your lifetime 
was for Medicare Part A 
(inpatient hospitalization 
coverage). The Medicare 
taxes paid while work-
ing entitled you to FREE 
Medicare coverage for 
Part A inpatient hospi-
talization coverage, but 
they do not entitle you 
to Medicare coverage 
for outpatient services 
(coverage for doctors, 
medical  tests ,  e tc .) . 
For that coverage from 
Medicare,  you must 
enroll in Medicare Part 
B, for which there is a 
monthly premium ($185/
month for 2025). If you 
wish to have Medicare 
Part B coverage, you 
must enroll in Medicare 

Part B at age 65 - unless 
you have other “credit-
able” healthcare coverage 
from an employer.  

The Medicare Part B 
premium will be auto-
matically deducted from 
your Social Security pay-
ment when you enroll in 
Medicare, and there is 
no way to avoid it if you 
wish to have Medicare 
hea l thcare  coverage 
for outpatient medical 
services. But, if you cur-
rently have “creditable” 
hea l thcare  coverage 
from an employer, you 
can delay enrolling in 
Medicare Part B (thus 
avoiding the premium) 
until your employer cov-
erage ends. If you don’t 
enroll in Medicare Part B 
during your initial enroll-
ment period (at 65), or 
in a Special Enrollment 
Period following the 
end of your creditable 
employer healthcare cov-
erage, then you will incur 
a penalty for enrolling 
in Medicare Part B out-
side of the prescribed 
en ro l lmen t  pe r iods . 
That penalty is a per-
manent increase in your 
Medicare Part B pre-
mium. FYI, “creditable” 
is an employer group 
plan with at least 20 
participants. 

We do not advise going 
without outpatient health-
care coverage, so you 
should carefully consider 
enrolling in Medicare 
Part B when you turn 65. 
If you are already col-
lecting Social Security 
benefits, you will be 
automatically enrolled, 
but you can opt out of 
Part B if you wish – it’s 

just not advisable, unless 
you have current credit-
able healthcare coverage 
from an employer.

So,  to  recap:  the 
Medicare taxes you paid 
while working only enti-
tled you to free Medicare 
Part A inpatient hospi-
talization coverage. You 
must enroll in Medicare 
Part B (for which there 
is a monthly premium) to 
have Medicare healthcare 
coverage for outpatient 
healthcare services. Both 
Medicare Part A and Part 
B have deductibles and 
copayments, for which 
you may wish to consider 
getting either a supple-
mental insurance plan or 
a Medicare Advantage 
plan. But, in either case, 
you must still have both 
Medicare Part A and 
Part B to obtain such 
additional healthcare 
coverage. 

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
F o u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Securi ty  Associat ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
o ther  governmen ta l 
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. H

Social Security Matters
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Note to readers: The woman in this col-
umn is a composite character representing 
the conversations I’ve had with those seek-
ing chaplain jobs.’

Not long ago, I was working for a hospice 
group when a woman stopped by my office 
seeking chaplain employment. Touting her 
recent graduation from a five-week “chaplain 
course,” the 70-year-old had questions.

She showed her assumptions early. “I’ll 
bet you get to lead a lot of people to Jesus 
in this job.”

“Not really,” I said. “Our patients are 
from many religious and nonreligious back-
grounds that I must respect.”

“Oh,” she said, “So do you have an under-
standing all religions?”

I shook my head, “Honestly, there are far 
too many religions to learn them all. I sim-
ply ask the patient to share their beliefs. I call 
this strategy ‘Ask. They’ll tell.’”

She tilted her head like a dog trying to 
track a high-pitched sound. I kept talking, as 
I tend to do.

“When you meet a person from an unfa-
miliar religion, you merely ask them what 
they believe or how they practice their 
religion.

“If you are willing to wait for the answers, 
most folks will tell you all you need to 
know.”

I took her silence as an invitation to 
continue.   

“But I caution you to ask questions with 
respectful curiosity. You must show a sin-
cerity that outweighs your determination to 
convert them.

“If they sense that you are willing to honor 
their beliefs, they will be forthcoming.

“This process involves a two-way dis-
course I call ‘Listening Love.’  

The strategy serves me well as I often ask 
patients, “How does your faith inform you 
about dying?

“The answers that sprout from these 

questions has provided me an impromptu 
course in world religions.”

“For instance?” she asked.
I told her about a Hmong couple who 

asked me to help them retrieve a placenta 
after they lost their newborn. The grieving 
couple said they would bury the placenta 
under a tree so the baby’s soul could journey 
back through the past and become reborn.

When I asked a Muslim father what we 
could do for his dying child in a combat hos-
pital in Iraq, he asked me to place a Koran in 
bed with the child.

When I asked my question of two broth-
ers at the bedside of their dying mother, they 
described a New Age belief quite foreign 
to me. Nonetheless, I listened for what they 
found comforting, and together, we tied a 
crystal around their mother’s wrist.

When I asked a Chinese man what his faith 
taught him about consoling his dying wife, 
he suggested we move the hospital bed in 
the healing direction of feng shui. He saw 
this movement as the best way to use energy 
forces to harmonize individuals with their 
surrounding environment.

I know, these practices seem a bit odd to 
our Western sense of mainstream religion. 
Believe me, these encounters pushed me far 
out of my Christian comfort zone, too.

When a chaplain begins a dialogue with 
someone of a different religion, he or she 
must ask themselves-- “Am I seeking the 
information because I’ve targeted them for 
conversion – or am I seeking the information 
I needed to show respect for them?”

Concluding my conversation with the 
woman, I said “If you really want to become 
a chaplain, you’ll need to adopt an approach 
that opens the faith dialogue.

Listen to those of other faiths. Only when 
you show them respect will you be given the 
opportunity to demonstrate the love taught by 
your own faith.”

The woman rubbed her chin, releasing 
some thoughtful tones, but I’m really not 
sure what her thoughts were.

But next time I see her, maybe I’ll employ 
my own advice and simply ask her. After all, 
“listening love” is probably a strategy for 
most all circumstances.

Sign up to receive this weekly column in your 
email box at https://thechaplain.net/newsletter/ 
or send me your email address to comment@
thechaplain.net. 

All of Norris’s books can be ordered on 
Amazon. Autographed copies can be obtained 
on his website www.thechaplain.net or by send-
ing a check for $20 for each book to 10566 
Combie Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 95602. 

You Can Ask and They Will Tell

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
www. rmcsd.com.

March 7
8:28 p.m.,  Via De 

Robles Drive, Report of 
animal complaint regard-
ing a barking dog. RP did 
not provide an address 
and patrol did not hear 
or observe any barking 
dogs around Rio Circle. 
Informed dispatch all clear.

March 8
10:39 a .m. ,  Thef t , 

BelAir  Supermarket : 
Followed up with store 
manager. Viewed footage 
of three teenage individ-
uals who came into store; 
each grabbed a box of 
sushi and a drink and then 
proceeded out the door 
without paying for items 
taken. One individual was 
identified; the other two 
have not yet been identi-
fied. Patrol advised store 
manager to follow up with 
a report to the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office.

10:20 p.m., RMA Rule 
Violat ion,  Riverview 
Park: Group of juveniles 
making excessive noise 
at Riverview Park after 
hours.

March 9
5:39 p.m., Patrol advised 

of accident by North Gate 
officer who observed acci-
dent after it occurred 
at approximately 5:30 
p.m. Approached scene 
and asked if anyone was 
injured. Driver of white 
Ram truck said there were 
no injuries. Upon initial 
inspection, it appeared the 
green Subaru had struck 
the white Ram with its 
front left fender causing a 
dent in the Subaru but no 
damage to the ram truck. 
Driver of Subaru said 
she wasn’t injured. Patrol 
advised vehicles to enter 
the Chevron parking lot 
to wait for CHP who had 

been called by the driver 
of the Subaru. Driver of 
Subaru expressed concern 
that the truck was going 
to leave the scene before 
CHP arrived. CHP arrived 
at 5:55 p.m.

March 11
1:29 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Lake Calero: 
Patrol located unoccu-
pied Dodge Ram. Using 
vehicle-equipped pub-
lic address system, made 
several announcements, 
requested driver to return 
to his vehicle; driver 
complied. Driver was fish-
ing nearby. Driver was 
advised of the back area/
lake fishing regulations 
and requested to leave area 
immediately; he complied 
without incident. Citation 
issued.

March 13
7:17 p.m.,  Welfare 

check, Labranza Street: 
Upon arrival, patrol made 
contact with the home-
owner and she said she was 
doing just fine and will call 
her grandmother soon.

March 14
4:01 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Camino Del 
Lago: Vehicle parked over-
night on street in front 
of the house wrong way. 
Citation issued.

4:05 a.m., RMA Rule 
Violation, Puerto Drive: 
Unauthorized RV trailer 
parked on street without 
24-hour pass. Ford SUV 
parked overnight on street 
in front of house. Citation 
issued.

4:19 a.m., RMA Rule 
Violat ion,  Guadalupe 
Drive: Trailer attached to 
Jeep pickup parked over-
night in driveway without 
24-hour pass. Citation 
issued.

March 15
12:06 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Lake Calero: 
Encountered a si lver 
Nissan Pathfinder. Notified 
driver the lake was closed 
and they departed.

1:20 a.m. Callaway 
Drive: Vehicle at Lake 
Calero after hours 11:45 

p.m. March 14. 

March 16
6 p.m., Vehicle Accident, 

Lago Drive: Report of a 
single-vehicle collision; 
golf cart collided with a 
tree. Upon arrival made 
contact with owner of the 
golf cart. She stated that 
her son gave their golf cart 
to his girlfriend. Son is 
minor, 16 years old; does 
not possess valid driver 
license. While driving, was 
districted by the golf cart 
rain cover, drifted from the 
road to the right shoulder, 
drove up the curb, collided 
with two small size orange 
trees, drove up the second 
tree with passenger side 
tire, flipped to the driver 
side and came to stop. 
Driver did not sustain any 
injuries. Driver was absent 
from the scene of the acci-
dent upon patrol’s arrival. 
CHP was dispatched and 
arrived at 6:55 p.m. CHP 
interviewed RP and golf 
cart owner.

7:43 p .m. ,  Animal 
Complaint, Murieta North: 
Report of injured bobcat 
near 6-B Lift Station. Upon 
arrival, located animal in 
the middle of the golf cart 
pathway; animal injured, 
barely moving. Was able 
to relocate from main path-
way to grass. Dispatch 
attempted to contact ani-
mal rescue; negative 
results. Animal was left in 
same location. Request for 
day shift patrol to check on 
the animal, advise Animal 
Rescue if alive.

8:47 p.m., Suspicious 
Vehicle, BelAir: Reporting 
party said pickup driver 
appears to be under influ-
ence; driver was swerving 
while driving, drove up 
curb in front of BelAir 
(no damages to property). 
Patrol located vehicle 
parked wrong way in Shell 
drive-thru. Driver did not 
appear to be under influ-
ence; stated he is transient 
from Jackson to Folsom; 
will spent night in the area 
due to malfunctioning tail-
lights. Shell owner gave 
permission to driver to 
park at station overnight. H

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed
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Office of Rep. Doris Matsui  
News Release

WASHINGTON, D.C. (MPG) - On March 6, 
Congresswomen Doris Matsui (CA-07) 
and Jennifer L. McClellan (VA-04) led 42 
lawmakers in a letter to President Trump, 
expressing serious concern over the sig-
nificant and harmful impact of recent 
executive orders to halt refugee process-
ing and admissions and up-end the Special 
Immigrant Visa program for our Afghan 
allies.

Prior to the suspension of resettlement 
efforts, over 1,600 Afghan allies were 
cleared and booked on flights for travel to 
the United States.  Approximately 10,000 
more Afghan allies were approved for 
entry, with another 40,000 allies navigat-
ing the approval process.

“These individuals and their fami-
lies sacrificed a great deal to support the 
American government in Afghanistan 
and to fight for the dream of a free and 

democratic Afghan Republic,” wrote the 
lawmakers. “To turn our backs on these 
allies in their time of need after they so 
bravely supported us betrays American 
values, violates our promise to protect 
those who assisted the U.S. mission and 
belittles our reputation on the international 
stage.”

Following the fall of the Afghan gov-
ernment to the Taliban in 2021, Afghan 
partners who worked with the United 
States and their families found themselves 
exposed and vulnerable to violent retali-
ation. In response, the U.S. government 
undertook the largest non-combatant evac-
uation operation in American history and 
supported their resettlement and integra-
tion into the U.S.

Since 2011, Sacramento has welcomed 
over 12,000 Afghan refugees, includ-
ing 1,700 of those evacuated in 2021. 
Many of these individuals still have 
family in Afghanistan, who are now 
forced to live under Taliban oppression 

as a direct consequence of the Trump 
Administration’s executive orders.

“Failing to uphold our promises to 
allies who are at risk overseas due to 
their support for the U.S. mission is no 
way to conduct foreign policy,” the law-
makers continued. “Nor is stranding tens 
of thousands of refugees who have com-
pleted lengthy security screenings and 
have communities, families and sponsors 
waiting for them in the U.S. The sudden 
suspension threatens global security and 
countless lives.”

The letter highlights stories of Afghan 
allies, detailing the precarious position 
they’ve faced since the fall of Kabul and 
the cruelty of these executive orders.

Rep.  Doris  Matsui  represents 
California’s Seventh Congressional 
District, which includes the communi-
ties of Elk Grove, Galt, West Sacramento, 
Wilton, Rancho Murieta, Vineyard, Isleton, 
Walnut Grove, Herald, Clay and the 
California Delta.  H

Matsui and McClellan Urge Trump Administration  
to Resume Afghan Ally Resettlement Program

Rep. Doris Matsui. Photo courtesy of Doris 
Matsui.
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Advertise in 
your local community 

newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

Visit: mpg8.com

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Announcements

Autos Wanted

If veterinary care is unavailable 
or unaffordable, ask for Happy 
Jack® ItchNoMore® or Skin 
Balm® to treat skin allergies 
on dogs & cats. At Tractor Sup-
ply®.

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today! 
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
 •Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &

Surrounding Areas
Bus. Lic #1023318

(916)287-6164
nocal

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Painting

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er.  (Offer ends 3/30/25.) Call 
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

Landscaping

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN 

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605.  (Cal-Scan)

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Internet
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Kings tickets 
Best Seats in G1 for the $ 
Section 218 Row B 7 & 8 
Private box area 1st row 

balcony halfcourt; 16 folding 
chairs in one row. No one in 
front or behind. Buy direct 

save $ 916-595-5379

R&E Seniorcare Inc. in Elk Grove 
seeks a caregiver, preferably with 
experience, for a residential care 
facility for the elderly. Phone # 

(916) 895-4357.

Painting

PRESSURE 
WASHING

ROOF MOSS 
REMOVAL

Help Wanted

Programmer/Analyst, 
Worksite: Sacramento, CA.  
Determine client-side data 
capture, presentation and 
manipulation needs within, 
and build system components 
for, client-server multitier ar-
chitecture. $128,556-134,952/
year. May telecommute. Apply 
to:  HR, Kern County Superin-
tendent of Schools, 1300 17th 
Street, Bakersfield, CA  93301. 
Ref. job code ME008.

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

Summerfest Food Trucks  
Return on Sundays

Food Truck Mania is back at Stonehouse 
Park on Sundays from 5 to 8 p.m., thanks 
to Summerfest. The new season began 
March 7. 

A list of food trucks with a link to 
their menus can be found on the Rancho 
Murieta Summerfest Facebook Page.

VFW to Remember Vietnam 
Vets on March 29

The Rancho Murieta Post of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will host 
a local observance of National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day on March 29 at the 
Gazebo at 1 p.m. 

The program will feature a vocal-
ist, a trumpet player and tributes to 
Vietnam War veterans and their families 
for their dedicated service and sacrifices. 
Refreshments are planned.

RMA Sponsors Rattlesnake 
Training for Dogs

The Rancho Murieta Association 
Recreation Committee is sponsoring a rat-
tlesnake-avoidance training session for 
dogs on Friday, April 4 at the RMA Office. 

Call or text 775-234-8844 to schedule 
an appointment. Or email GetRattledNV@
gmail.com. 

The cost is $125 per dog.

Wilton Bingo April 5
Wilton Bingo will be on Saturday, April 

5. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food avail-
able for sale, and bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
in the Wilton Community Center (9717 
Colony Road, at Dillard Road). 

All proceeds go to two non-profits: the 
local Park Council and the Wilton History 
Group.

Garden Club Slates Garden 
Stroll on May 10

The River Valley Garden Club will host 
a Garden Stroll this year on Saturday, 
May 10. This event will include a Gala 
Plant Sale, a Children’s Mother’s Day Art 
Project, a raffle, Art in the Gardens and 
master gardeners to answer questions.

If you would like to offer your garden to 
be considered for the Garden Stroll, please 
contact Deb Rooney at debjrooney0120@
yahoo.com or Nancy Compton atncomp-
ton43@att.net.

 If you have pots or plants to donate, 
please contact Margaret at 916-955-6707 
or Deb at 916-730-7403. We can pick 
them up.

Bookmobile Makes Weekly 
Stops at Murieta Village

River Valley residents in need of a good 
book need only show up for the weekly 
Bookmobile visit from 9 a.m. to noon 
every Wednesday. 

The Bookmobile parks in front of the 
Murieta Village Clubhouse. Visitors can 
apply for a library card at saclibrary.org.

 The Bookmobile carries a full range of 

books. Residents may order books online 
and have the Bookmobile deliver them. 

CSD Establishes Security 
Hotline Email

Rancho Murieta residents with security 
issues have a new option for contacting 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District to receive a timely response: secu-
rityhotline@RMCSD.com. 

Residents also can reach security 24 
hours a day by calling 916-354-CARE 
(2263). However, residents experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency requiring 
immediate police, fire or ambulance assis-
tance should call 911.

VFW Auxiliary Seeks  
New Members

The Rancho Murieta Veterans for 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Auxiliary is look-
ing for new members who are passionate 
about supporting veterans and miliary 
families while benefiting from personal 
and professional growth opportunities. 

Eligibility requires a family relation-
ship to a VFW-eligible veteran such as a 
spouse, parent or grandchild. 

For more information about the local 
auxiliary, contact President Melissa 
Mineni at mel.mineni@gmail.com. 

If you are interested in joining the 
Rancho Murieta VFW Post, reach out to 
Membership Chairman Tylor Fugate at 
tylorfugate150@gmail.com. 

Eligibility for VFW membership 

requires honorable service in the U.S. 
Military and participation in a foreign war, 
expedition or campaign recognized by the 
VFW.

Local Crime Records Online 
 at RVT Website

The online edition of the River Valley 
Times at www.therivervalleytimes.com 
includes a section called “Local Crime 
Arrests,” which compiles public arrest 
records for Rancho Murieta and Wilton 
residents. This section can be found on the 
right side of the home page. 

As of March 3, the map showed the 
arrests of three Rancho Murieta residents 
and five Wilton residents. 

One Rancho Murieta resident was 
arrested on a charge of wanton disre-
gard for safety by the Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office. One Wilton resident was 
arrested on a warrant charging him with 
assault against a peace officer or emer-
gency personnel. He was arrested by the 
San Jose Police.

River Valley Times Expands 
Online Coverage

The River Valley Times is provid-
ing more timely updates on local events 
through its online platforms. Certain 
events are reported within one to two days, 
ensuring residents stay informed between 
distributions of the printed edition. 

Readers can access updates at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com, Or follow the River 
Valley Times on social media on Twitter 
at x.com/RVTMPG8 and on Facebook at 
facebook.com/Therivervalleytimes. H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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connect with the district, 
Maddaus acknowledged 
that many questions had 
arisen about their work and 
stated they were prepared 
to answer them publicly. 

“Dan and I both feel we 
did valuable work,” she 
said. “Some of the dialogue 
we’ve heard isn’t in line 
with how we did our work, 
why we did our work, and 
what we did with the infor-
mation and data provided.”

Jenco expressed satisfac-
tion when Maddaus said 
she could attend the com-
mittee’s April meeting. 

“I’ve been asking that 
for months now,” he said. 
“Let’s get Lisa here to 
answer questions face to 
face.”

Maddaus suggested that 
receiving a list of technical 
questions about the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan in advance would 
help her prepare more thor-
oughly. She also noted that 
she and Adkins had already 
addressed 130 questions. 
District Secretary Amelia 
Wilder informed Maddaus 
that she would be first on 
the agenda at the April 1 

Improvements Committee 
meeting.

Eckard Comments
Janis Eckard, who has 

harshly criticized past and 
current water studies, fol-
lowed Maddaus to the 
podium. 

“I would like to issue 
a public apology to Lisa 
Maddaus,” Eckard said. 
“I’ve been really hard on 
her through all the times 
she’s been involved in our 
water studies.”

“The reason was that 
there were data inaccura-
cies and assumptions that 
were not achievable. But 
unfortunately, it wasn’t 
Lisa who generated the 
data.”  

Eckard added that she 
conveyed that in a letter to 
Maddaus. 

“I told her I would pub-
licly apologize to her for 
holding her feet to the fire 
the way I did,” she said. 

“I don’t feel her model 
is bad. It’s the accuracy of 

her model I challenge, but 
that’s because of the data 
CSD gave her.”

Maddaus responded that 
she and Adkins were very 
appreciative of the letter.

Following the meeting, 
The River Valley Times 
contacted Eckard to ask 
who from the district sup-
plied the inaccurate data 
to the consultants. Eckard 
confirmed that it was 
prior Operations Director 
Michael Fritschi, who 
resigned in May.

When asked for exam-
ples of inaccurate data that 
ended up in the Integrated 
Water Master Plan, Eckard 
cited four issues. First, the 
projected recycled water 
supply at full development 
build-out was overesti-
mated. Second, the existing 
demand for the water sup-
ply was understated. Third, 
the evaporation and seep-
age rate was calculated 
too low due to reliance on 
a less accurate measur-
ing method. Fourth, the 
amount of water lost to 
breaks and leaks was also 
understated.

Asked how she knew 
the inaccurate data came 

from the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District, Eckhard said that 
Adkins made it clear at a 
town hall meeting that he 
and Maddaus hadn’t pro-
duced the data used in their 
study.

“When I sent the apol-
ogy letter to Dan and Lisa, 
I told them the reason I 
‘held their feet to the fire’ 
was because they knew 
the numbers were wrong,” 
Eckard said in an email. 
“In my opinion, they had a 
moral obligation to protect 
the community, particu-
larly since Rancho Murieta 
does not have a backup 
water source and had most 
likely exceeded the capac-
ity of the system.

“However, Lisa and Dan 
were paid to follow orders, 
so the blame belongs with 
CSD.”

Fritschi Comments
The River Valley Times 

contacted Fritschi for a 
response. He said it was 
unfortunate that some peo-
ple were challenging the 
work of good engineers 
and scientists and their 

technical study.
“I tried my best to pro-

vide the best data I could 
and to be as transparent 
and honest with the com-
munity,” he said. “If some 
of the community doesn’t 
want to hear the truth, I 
can’t make them.” 

Fritschi said the elephant 
in the room is growth. 

“The issue appears to be 
that some people do not 
want to have growth in 
their community and are 
using perceived water scar-
city as a tool to prevent 
development.”

Fritschi fears trouble is 
looming for the district. 

“Until the community 
gets together and hon-
ors its covenants with the 
developers, there could 
potential ly be issues 
in the future,” he said. 
“They should be working 
together to find and secure 
water supplies and storage 
solutions.”

Fritschi concluded by 
saying he wished the 
Rancho Murieta commu-
nity the best.

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com H
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• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • SacramentoWe help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter 

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Although the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District’s final 
budget and rate increase for 
Fiscal Year 2025-26 is still 
pending approval, the draft 
discussed at the Finance 
Committee Meeting on 
March 13 bodes well for 
district customers. 

U n d e r  t h e  s t a f f ’s 
proposal, the average cus-
tomer inside the gates 
would see a monthly 
increase of $6.81, repre-
senting a 2.5% rise. 

Starting in July, the 
current monthly rate of 
$271.97 would increase to 
$278.79.

The average Murieta 
Village customer would 
see a $6.02 increase in 
their bill, representing a 
2.85% rate increase.

Their current monthly 
rate of $212.80 would 
increase to $218.82. 

The proposed increase 
contrasts sharply with the 
approved 2024-25 rates, 
which saw the average cus-
tomer inside the gates pay 
an additional $29.36 per 
month: a 12.10% increase. 
Murieta Village residents 
experienced a $23.36 
monthly increase, rep-
resenting a 12.33% rise. 
The 2024-25 rate hikes, 
approved by the board, 
were necessary to address 
the second year of a budget 
shortfall.

As proposed, the operat-
ing budget for 2025-26 will 
be $9,583 million com-
pared to $9,521 million 
this fiscal year, a $62,480 
increase of 0.7%.

The full board was 
scheduled to review the 
proposed draft budget at its 
March 19 meeting, which 
occurred after the dead-
line for this story. The 
board was also expected 
to authorize the mailing of 
the Proposition 218 notice 
to inform residents about 
the proposed rate increase.

The Finance Committee 
consists of two board 
members—President 
Steve Booth and Director 
John Merchant—Mark 
Matulich, the Director 
of Administration and 
Finance; and other dis-
trict staff. It conducts an 
in-depth review of finan-
cial issues and provides 
recommendations to the 
full board.

Matulich told the com-
mittee that the overarching 
goal for the 2025-26 fis-
cal year was to achieve a 
balanced operating bud-
get, ensuring that operating 
revenues for each of the 
five funds—water, waste-
water, drainage, security 
and solid waste—cover 
their respective operating 
expenses.

“We are going to accom-
plish that  through a 
continued effort to man-
age costs and then the rate 
increases,” he said. The 
proposed budget shows 
that all funds would be in 

the black, although by min-
imal amounts. 

The proposed budget 
includes 24-hour security 
coverage of the gates and 
patrol shifts, partially 
funded by an annual bar-
code sticker fee of $10 per 
vehicle. 

Another key compo-
nent of next year’s budget 
was funding for reserves, 
which support repairing 
and replacing the district’s 
aging infrastructure. 

“It is a good news story 
for the district,” Matulich 
said.

The total anticipated 
addition to the reserves 
is $2.63 million. This 
includes county prop-
erty taxes of $970,000, 
reserve contr ibut ions 
from the rates totaling 
$1,042.733, connection 
fees of $193,194, security 
impact fees of $18,000, 
and interest and investment 
earnings of $402,312. 

Merchant said that 
means the district would 
have $15 million for capi-
tal improvements, whether 
for immediate or long-term 
replacements and repairs. 

“If we were to maintain 
this position, it shows me 
that in five years, we can 
add another $13 million to 
that figure,” he said.

Matulich also presented 
a budget timeline at the 
Finance Committee meet-
ing. Following the board’s 
approval of the Proposition 
218 notice mailing at the 
March 19 meeting, Finance 
Committee members will 
review the draft 2025-26 
budget, proposed rates and 
reserves and develop a list 
of Capital Improvement 
Projects for the upcoming 

year during their April 10 
and May 8 meetings. The 
deadline for submitting 
rate increase protests is 
May 21.

The schedule also estab-
lishes the first reading of 
the rate increase ordinance 
and a presentation of the 
draft budget for the board’s 
May 21 meeting. 

The second reading of 
the ordinance and final 
adoption of the budget 
would take place at the 
June 18 board meeting. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com H

CSD Staff Proposes 2.5% Rate Increase in 2025-26

A sample bill for the proposed Fiscal Year Budget for 2025-26 shows how the CSD rate increases would affect the average 
customer inside the gates. They would pay $6.81 more a month, a 2.5% increase. Courtesy photo

Unexpected Apology About Water Plan at CSD Meeting
Continued from page 1

Former Operations Director Michael Fritschi responds to 
criticism. 
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Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County
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independence and dignity through improved nutrition. 

For more information and to sign up,  
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.  

Be the reason someone smiles today.  
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

Find out what’s 
happening in  
your local area

Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
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Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Sports Lover’s Tour Ultimate Baseball Tour
Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

CALL-A-PROFESSIONAL
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asked the teams and spec-
tators to turn their eyes to 
the flagpole, where Scout 
Troop 633 presented the 
colors. He then asked the 
audience to join in the 
National Anthem.

After introducing all 
the Cosumnes River Little 
League Board members, 
Stephens welcomed Dan 
Reid, this year’s presi-
dent. Reid expressed his 
gratitude, saying, “Thank 
you to the Rancho Murieta 
community, for the par-
ents, for the volunteers, 
and especially our board 
for making this day possi-
ble, this season possible.”

The board’s efforts, 
which began early in 
September, involved orga-
nizing teams, preparing 
uniforms and readying the 
fields. 

“They put in countless 
hours, so thank you to the 
CRLL Board,” Reid said.

Reid also commended 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Association Maintenance 
Department staff for their 
dedication to the ball 
fields. 

“Our fields are incredi-
ble,” Reid said. “They are 
some of the nicest in the 
district.”

Reid reported that 300 
young people are partici-
pating this year across 31 
teams, the highest number 
of teams to date. 

“We couldn’t be more 
thrilled to have our pro-
grams continue to develop, 
especially our softball 
program that now has 10 
teams this year,” Reid said. 
“CRLL is one of the few 
Little League programs 
around that has softball.”

Reid emphasized the 
importance of partner-
ships with other leagues, 
especial ly  given the 

community’s remote and 
rural location. These part-
nerships allow older teams 
to play at different facili-
ties, with Cosumnes River 
Little League offering the 
same in return. 

“So be good hosts. 
Enjoy them and let them 
see how CRLL and Rancho 
Murieta do it because this 
is an incredible field with 
incredible volunteers, par-
ents and an association that 
backs us,” Reid said.

Reid also asked for 
a round of applause for 
the team managers and 
coaches. 

“They are volunteers 
who are out here,” Reid 
said. “They put in the time 

and effort to make it hap-
pen, and a lot of them are 
out in the field to make 
them look beautiful.”

Reid also offered advice 
to the parents: “Don’t for-
get to let them manage and 
coach during the games, 
and be a spectator.”

He emphasized that 
Little League is about fun 
and creating lasting memo-
ries for the youth. 

“So let them enjoy this 
experience and be support-
ive of all the CRLL teams,” 
Reid told the parents.

Reid also highlighted 
several improvements this 
year. He noted that the 
new website offers excel-
lent features, including the 

ability for parents to lives-
tream games and enhanced 
texting capabilities for 
announcements, such as 
field closures.

Reid encouraged the 
crowd to check out the 
snack bar upgrades, thanks 
to a committee led by Mike 
Martell and Shawn Kassell.

The fields have also seen 
updates, including a new 
batting cage, sock nets, 
batting mats and more 
improvements that are still 
coming.  

“So we’re really happy 
about that,” Reid said.

Reid also recognized the 
league’s sponsors, whose 
banners were displayed 
along the outfield wall, 

and thanked Realtor Patty 
Jenco for sponsoring the 
opening day ceremony.

He  conc luded  h i s 
acknowledgments  by 
expressing gratitude to the 
parents. 

“You guys make this 
happen. You guys bring 
the kids out here. You guys 
are supportive in so many 
ways,” Reid said. “So, 
kids, how about a round of 
applause for your parents.”

The ceremony concluded 
with the Cosumnes River 
Little League’s traditional 
Opening Day pitch, fea-
turing the youngest and 
oldest registered partici-
pants. Mackenzie Lyons, 
3½, took the mound as 

the pitcher, while John 
Firenza, 14, served as 
the catcher. Although her 
throw didn’t travel far, it 
was straight and received 
applause. John then gave 
Mackenzie a big high five, 
marking a heartwarming 
moment to kick off the 
season. 

“Great job, Mackenzie 
and John,” Reid said. “So, 
with that, we are going to 
get excited.”

Reid then invited every-
one to enjoy the nearby 
barbecue lunch, giving pri-
ority in the hot dog line to 
the teams scheduled to play 
first.

“Thank you again for 
supporting CRLL,” Reid 
concluded. “Let’s play 
ball!”

Cosumnes River Little 
League provided the food 
for the free lunch, while the 
Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta handled the bar-
becue. The club members 
grilled high-quality hot 
dogs, packaged them in 
foil with buns and served 
several hundred diners. 

See more photos at river-
valleytimes.com. H

Little League Celebrates 34 Years
Continued from page 1

After throwing the first pitch, Mackenzie Lyons, 3 1/2, shares 
a high-five with John Firenza, 14, under the approving eye of 
Little League Board President Dan Reid. They represent the 
youngest and oldest registered players in the league. An elephant leads the way for the Athletics.

Lined up in the backfield, 300 players and their coaches stand respectfully as the National Anthem plays over the loudspeakers. 


