
Safe Credit Union 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Preschoolers from 
Antelope, Citrus Heights, 
Fair Oaks, Rio Linda and 
Roseville received a spe-
cial behind-the-scenes visit 
at SAFE Credit Union’s 
Antelope branch.

The ninth annual VIP 
tour and financial education 
event brought Antelope’s 
Play With Me Preschool 
children and their families 
to the branch.

Preschoolers learned the 
basics about money, toured 
the vault, and interacted 
one-on-one with a branch 
teller to sign the with-
drawal keypad to receive a 
$1 bill. They used the cash 
toward buying a treat at 
nearby Yogurt Time.

“ I t  w a s  t r u l y 

heartwarming to welcome 
the kids and their parents 
and to see the excitement 
on the kids’ faces as they 
built up their financial 
awareness through the tour 
and the hands-on with-
drawal experience,” SAFE 
Credit Union Antelope 
Branch Manager Avi Naidu 

said.
SAFE Credit Union, 

a not-for-profit finan-
cial institution, shares in 
the credit union coop-
e ra t ive  p r inc ip le  o f 
sharing profits within com-
munities through financial 
education.

“Parker’s favorite part of 

the field trip was signing 
his name on the electronic 
pad,” said mother Connie 
Broome of Citrus Heights. 
“He enjoyed being able to 
act like a grown-up at the 
teller stand.”

Parent and Antelope res-
ident Jennifer Martindale 
said it was her daughter 
Riley’s first trip to a bank 
and that she especially 
“liked getting her dollar.”

“I like all of the money,” 
said Riley, 4. “I liked see-
ing the bank safe the most.”

Martindale said that 
Riley’s full experience 
culminated with Riley 
using her dollar toward 
buying a vanilla yogurt 
with gummy worms and 
crumbled Oreos.

“I think she listened 
and learned more about 
money than ever before,” 
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SacSewer 
Offers Tours

By MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO REGION - 
Reservations are now 
being accepted for the 
Sacramento Area Sewer 
District’s free EchoWater 
R e s o u r c e  R e c o v e r y 
Fac i l i t y  (EchoWate r 
Facility) public tours from 
April to October. 

The Sacramento Area 
Sewer District (SacSewer) 
provides service to res-
ident ia l ,  commerc ia l 
and industrial customers 
throughout unincorporated 
Sacramento County; the 
cities of Citrus Heights, Elk 
Grove, Folsom, Rancho 
Cordova and Sacramento; 
West Sacramento; and 
the  communi t i e s  o f 
Courtland, Locke and 
Walnut Grove. The district 
is governed by a 17-mem-
ber Board of Directors: 
five Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors, five 
Sacramento City Council 
members, two Elk Grove 
City Council members, and 
one representative each 
from Yolo County and the 
cities of Citrus Heights, 
Folsom, Rancho Cordova 
and West Sacramento.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Sacramento Area Sewer 
District’s website, it is the 
second largest sewage col-
lection utility in California, 
and owns the Echo Water 
R e s o u r c e  R e c o v e r y 
Facility, the second larg-
est water resource recovery 
facility of its kind in the 
nation. 

Beginning next month, 
the public will have an 
opportunity to learn more 
about the water resource 
recovery facility, where an 
average of 151 million gal-
lons of sewage is treated 
daily. 

Located near Elk Grove, 
the Echo Water Facility 
Public Tour offers a 
behind-the-scenes look at 
how the recovery facility 
collects and treats sew-
age, manages and recovers 
natural resources, and pro-
tects the environment for 
the 1.6- million people it 
serves.

“Our public tours offer 
the community a unique 
opportunity to experience 
firsthand how we’re set-
ting the bar for excellence 
in utility management and 
environmental sustain-
ability,” said SacSewer’s 
communications direc-
tor Nicole Coleman. “We 
invite everyone to join us 
for a tour, ask questions 
and learn how the critical 
work we do is shaping a 
more sustainable future.”

SacSewer’s free pub-
lic tours run from April 
through October and are 
open to anyone interested 
in learning about sewage 
collection and treatment, 
sustainability and envi-
ronmental stewardship. 
Children under 12 are not 
permitted on public tours 
and adults must accompany 

Continued on page 4

Preschoolers Get VIP Tour

Nora Elmer, 4, of Fair Oaks reaches for her dollar at the teller window at SAFE Credit Union's Antelope branch. Photo courtesy of Safe 
Credit Union

SAFE’s Training Branch Manager Avi Naidu helps a field trip 
attendee with a signature pad. Photo courtesy of Safe Credit Union

Continued on page 2

Bringing Easter Joy to Local Families

Shown are volunteers from Helping Hands at the 2024 Easter Basket event. Courtesy photo

Patsy McGavock, JustServe.org

ORANGEVALE/FAIR OAKS, CA (MPG) -The 
Orangevale Fair Oaks Spring Food 
Drive returns with a heartwarm-
ing twist, combining efforts Helping 
Hands OV-Orangevale-Fair Oaks’ 
Easter Baskets for Kids in Need 
Drive. 

In addit ion to the annual 

drive-through food collection of 
neighborhood drives and individual 
donations, prearranged Easter bas-
ket donations will be collected for 
children in need. The community is 
invited to stay for Easter fun, includ-
ing face painting, treats and photos 
with the Easter bunny. 

On Saturday, April 12, from 9 a.m. 
to noon, residents are encouraged to 

drop off non-perishable food dona-
tions at the Orangevale Fair Oaks 
Food Bank. Easter basket dona-
tions, which have been pre-matched 
with families, will be collected from 
9 to 11 a.m. The celebration will last 
through noon. 

“Every year, we’re amazed by how 
generous our community is,” said 

Continued on page 2
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By Judy Andrews

FAIR OAKS, CA (MPG) - The 
community recently lost 
Facundo Campoy, a local 
legend and friend to many. 
Campoy was a cherished 
great-great-grandfather 
and an engineering pioneer 
with an intriguing connec-
tion to the famous daredevil 
Evel Knievel. 

Affectionately known 
to family and friends as 
“Popeye,” Campoy was 
born in Fair Oaks on Sept. 
4, 1933, to Spanish immi-
grants Francisco (Frank) and 
Rosa Campoy.

He was the youngest of 
seven children and the last 
surviving sibling among Frank 
Campoy, Anne Clover, Pete 
Campoy, Joe Campoy, Lasalle 
Campoy and Isabel Owens.

Facundo Campoy’s obit-
uary, written by his son, 
Anthony Campoy, high-
lights that Facundo Campoy 
was a lifelong member of 
St. Mel Catholic Church in 
Fair Oaks, beginning at the 
original St. Mel Catholic 
Church on Bridge Street. 
In 1937, he married Mary 
Jo Burns from Manhattan, 
Kansas, at the same church. 

Facundo  and  Mary 
Campoy had six chil-
dren: Sandra (deceased), 
Rebecca, Laura (Kurt), 
Cheryl, Steve (Amanda) 
and Anthony (Laurie). 
Facundo Campoy was also a 
devoted and loving grandfa-
ther to 16 grandchildren, 25 
great-grandchildren and three 
great-great-grandchildren.

Facundo  and  Mary 
Campoy’s remarkable, faith-
filled union endured for 67 
joyful years until his passing 
on Feb. 17. He died peace-
fully at home, with Mary and 
family members by his side. 

Campoy had a long, distin-
guished, impressive career. 
He worked as a welder at 
Aerojet General Corporation 
(later Aerojet Tech Systems) 
for five years and then 
owned Campoy’s Speed-A-
Motive in Sacramento for 
another five years.

“My grandfather built and 
tested engines for racing 
boats, sprint cars and drag-
sters,” said Andy Campoy, 
Facundo’s grandson. Andy 
Campoy owns Honeymoon 
Tattoo in Fair Oaks Village. 
Framed photos and cher-
ished memorabilia of his 
grandfather adorn the walls 
of the tattoo parlor, giving it 
a museum-like atmosphere.

“My grandfather was the 
most influential person in 
my life and the center of my 
universe,” Andy Campoy 
fondly recalled. “His chil-
dren and grandchildren 
adored him. He was a father 
figure to all of us.”

One photo in Andy 
Campoy’s shop captures 
Facundo Campoy racing a 
drag boat named “Climax” 
in Long Beach in 1967. On 
that day, he set an all-time 
elapsed record for the quar-
ter-mile at 7.33 seconds and 
reached a speed of 186 mph. 
Facundo Campoy estab-
lished a second world record 
in “Adios Two,” a boat he 
built, owned and drove.

Campoy returned to 
Aerojet, where he stayed 
for another 30 years. He 
eventually became the fore-
man of welding operations 
and retired as the manufac-
turing director. 

While working at Aerojet 
in the early 1970s, Campoy 
collaborated with fellow 
rocket engineers Bob Truax 
and Bill Sprow. The three 
men designed and built a 
steam rocket propulsion 
vehicle that Evel Knievel 
used in his attempted 
mile-long jump across the 
Snake River.

Campoy was featured in a 
1971 Sacramento Bee arti-
cle, stating, “We had been 
advertising in magazines, 
and Knievel read about the 
work we were doing (on 
steam rocket engines) at 
Truax Corp. Evel expressed 
interest and gave me a 
call. I told him the engine, 
heater and test would cost 
$10,000. Any additional 
tests needed would be 
$700 each.” 

“Originally, Evel wanted 
to jump his motorcycle 
off into the Grand Canyon 
but the Department of the 
Interior said no,” he added.

Truax ,  Sp row and 
Campoy constructed three 
“Skycycles” for Knievel’s 
outrageous stunt where 
there was no room for mis-
takes. The first two were 
tested at the launch site 
but crashed into the Snake 
River due to parachute mal-
functions. Knievel planned 
to accomplish the actual 
stunt in the third Skycycle.

Campoy discussed the 

project in a 2015 video doc-
umentary, “Being Evel.”

“We thought he was 
going to make it,” Campoy 
said. “But it, too, landed in 
the middle of the river.” 

The parachute deployed 
too early before reach-
ing the other side. Knievel 
survived with only minor 
injuries. Campoy always 
maintained that the rocket 
would have succeeded 
had the parachute worked 
properly.

Campoy worked on 
numerous rocket engineer-
ing projects for Aerojet, 
including the production 
of Titan Defense Missiles, 
the Navy Mine Program, 
and the Space Shuttle’s 
Orb i t a l  Maneuve r ing 
System engines, for which 
he received the prestigious 
Silver Snoopy Award. 

“My father was truly a 
rocket scientist and a leg-
end in his own time,” said 
son, Anthony Campoy. 
“He had a strong presence 
in the community, earn-
ing the respect of many. He 
was known and well-loved 
locally and in broader cir-
cles wherever cars, boats, or 
rockets pushed the envelope 
for speed.”  

A memorial service was 
held for Campoy on Feb. 
28, at St. Mel Catholic 
Church in Fair Oaks. He 
was 91 years old.� 

Martindale said. “Having 
to put your money into 
the safe and going to the 
bank in order to pull it out, 
she learned about where 
money (actually) goes.”

SAFE Credit Union’s 
Vice-President Retail 
B r a n c h e s  J a n i n e 
Southwick said the branch 
and retail staff created a 
supporting and welcoming 
environment for families.

“We feel so fortunate 
to have been able to wel-
come our smallest of 
members in the commu-
nity into our Antelope 
branch for their first 
in-person lesson in bank-
ing,” Southwick said. “I’m 
so proud of our branch 
and retail teams for creat-
ing such a fun-filled and 
educational environment 
for these preschoolers.”

SAFE’s financial edu-
cation team members 
introduced students to 
how money works and 
gave them each a Mr. 
SAFE piggy bank.

SAFE Credit Union 
community  re la t ion-
ship specialist Miriam 
Dougherty explained to 
the preschoolers how sav-
ing money in their new 
piggy banks will help 
them buy items later.

She offered parents 
advice on how to talk 
with their children about 
money.

“One significant mis-
take is not talking with 
your kids about money at 

all, or if you do, it may 
be in a negative way,” 
said Dougherty, a certi-
fied financial educator. 
“It’s OK to be honest 
about money but at the 
same time it’s best to do 
it in a healthy way that 
can start with explaining 
to children the difference 
between wants versus 
needs.”

Along with facilitat-
ing special educational 

events, SAFE’s financial 
education team regularly 
conducts Budget Cents 
programs for teens at 
area high schools and at 
juvenile detention cen-
ters through a partnership 
with Sacramento County 
Department Education. 
Each financial literacy 
lesson starts by giving stu-
dents mock budgets and 
incomes to learn how to 
manage.� 

Parker Broome, 4, of Citrus Heights examines his recently 
withdrawn dollar bill at SAFE Credit Union's Antelope branch. 
Photo courtesy of Safe Credit Union

Preschoolers Get VIP Tour
Continued from page 1

Sydnie Anderson, pres-
ident of Helping Hands 
OV-Orangevale-Fair Oaks. 
“From donating Easter bas-
kets to supporting the food 
drive, it’s a heartwarming 
reminder that together, we 
can make a huge impact on 
the lives of local families.”

This year, the food bank 
is encouraging residents 
to take food collection a 
step further by organiz-
ing mini neighborhood 
drives. Even small efforts 
add up: if just 10 neighbors 
each fill a bag, neighbor-
hood by neighborhood, 
the collective impact can 
quickly replenish food 
bank shelves. Helping 
Hands OV-Orangevale-
Fair Oaks makes it easy 
by providing printable fli-
ers to distribute that invite 
neighbors to leave filled 
bags on their porches for 
pickup. Participants can 
then deliver their trunk-
ful of donations to the food 
bank on April 12.

The impact of orga-
nized efforts is undeniable. 
According to Orangevale 
Fair Oaks Food Bank 
Director Andrea Scollay, 
more than 50% of dona-
tions at community drives 
come from neighbor-
hood-led efforts. Last year, 
congregations that dis-
tributed collection bags to 
their neighbors delivered 
several truckloads of food 
a piece. A local Scout troop 
can bring more than 1,100 
pounds of food, while two 
Orangevale Woman’s Club 
members gathered more 
than 700 pounds through 
a single neighborhood 
outreach.

In addition to food dona-
tions, there is a pressing 
need for Easter baskets. 
The deadline to register to 
donate is Saturday, March 
22. As of March 14, more 
than 60 families needed 
basket sponsors of the 
180 receiving baskets this 
year. The initiative follows 
an adopt-a-child model, 

where donors receive 
details about a child’s 
age, gender, clothing size, 
favorite activities and any 
food allergies to create a 
personalized Easter basket. 
It’s a simple but meaning-
ful way to bring joy to 
children facing hardship 
this Easter.

F o r  n e i g h b o r h o o d 
fliers and volunteer oppor-
tunities, visit JustServe.
org and search for “Spring 
Community Food Drive” 
or go directly to ovfofb.
org/host-a-food-drive.

To donate an Easter bas-
ket, register by March 22 
at forms.gle/etwpR1DwV-
sAwWxAn7.� 

Bringing Easter Joy 
to Local Families

Continued from page 1

Facundo Campoy: A Legend 
in His Own Time

Evel Knievel (second from left) shakes hands with exterior Skycycle Designer Doug Malewicki 
(right) with Skycycle builders Bob Truax (left) and Facundo Campoy (second from right). Photo 
courtesy of the Campoy family

Andy Campoy holds a photo of his grandfather, Facundo 
Campoy, taken in 1953 while serving in Korea with the U.S. 
Army, 24th Infantry Division. Facundo Campoy was proud to 
be a veteran. Photo by Judy Andrews

Facundo Campoy (shown here in the mid-1970s) worked at 
Aerojet in Rancho Cordova for 35 years. He began as a welder 
and later was promoted to welding operations foreman and 
manufacturing director. Photo courtesy of the Campoy family

Mary and Facundo Campoy were married at St. Mel Catholic 
Church in Fair Oaks in 1937. Photo courtesy of the Campoy family
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Big Day of Service Coming 
By Thomas J. Sullivan

FAIR OAKS/ORANGEVALE, CA (MPG) - The 
Rotary Clubs of Fair Oaks and Orangevale 
and the Orangevale-Fair Oaks Community 
Foundation are teaming up with the Citrus 
Heights Chamber of Commerce to bring the 
first Big Day of Service to the city of Citrus 
Heights on May 17.

The seventh annual Big Day of Service 
(BDOS) is a one-day multi-community 
event where the public is invited to help 
make their local community beautiful.

“We’re especially excited to bring this 
annual gathering of unity and service to the 
city of Citrus Heights,” said 
Sheri Merrick, executive 
director of the Citrus Heights 
Chamber. The stated purpose 
of Big Day of Service is to 
“inspire generosity, foster 
volunteerism, and strengthen 
community connections.” 

“Brad Squires, the founder 
and CEO of the Orangevale 
Fair  Oaks Community 
Foundation reached out to 
the Citrus Heights Chamber 
to ask the city to participate this year,” said 
Merrick.

The three communities have a goal of 60 
significant projects to be completed in a sin-
gle day with 10 being completed in the city 
of Citrus Heights. Individual project initia-
tives that might involve reading to seniors, 
delivering meals or other such volunteer 
efforts, help create opportunities for individ-
uals to positively impact their surroundings, 
promoting kindness and cooperation.

“Everyone can make a difference, even 
in a small way during this event. I’m invit-
ing the public to learn more about the BDOS 
and how they can participate,” said Merrick, 
adding that plenty of hard work and volun-
teer coordination is needed in advance of 
the event to make the upcoming Big Day of 
Service event a multiple community success.

“The active process of seeking spon-
sors, coordinating volunteers and obtaining 
materials to support some 10 individual proj-
ects in Citrus Heights has actively begun.” 
Merrick continued. “We’re starting early 
to get the word out with sponsoring infor-
mation and to identify volunteers who may 
want to be a project lead.”

Caryl Balko, formerly of PRIDE 
Industries Career Club and a Citrus 
Heights Chamber ambassador, also serves 

as event captain.
According to Merrick, a list of projects 

within the city of Citrus Heights during the 
Big Day of Service event is still being pre-
pared. Once that list is finalized, volunteers 
will be able to sign up for a specific project 
in their local area.

“It’s very early in the process, and nom-
inations for projects for that day are 
ongoing,” said Merrick. “The public can go 
to the BDOS website and suggest projects 
which they feel should be considered.”

Merrick said that they welcome the help 
and support of individual project sponsors 
that are needed to fund the cost of supplies 

for one or multiple Big Day 
of Service projects.

Planning meetings for 
the Big Day of Service 
have started. Merrick said 
she has met with Meghan 
Huber,  Ci t rus  Heights 
Economic Development and 
Community Engagement 
director, and Marisa Brown, 
city communications offi-
cer, to stay aligned and see 
how to best integrate Citrus 

Heights into Big Day of Service. 
“We currently have one project in Citrus 

Heights approved and are collaborating with 
the chamber to get more ideas submitted 
by utilizing our combined communication 
channels,” Brown said.

In 2018, the first annual Big Day of 
Service, more than 1,000 participants 
showed up on a single day to tackle 25 
community service projects. In 2019, more 
volunteers tackled more than 30 local 
projects to beautify and improve local neigh-
borhoods. This year, the goal of the Big Day 
of Service is 50 local projects.

Initial Big Day of Service sponsors 
include the Rotary Club of Fair Oaks, 
Orangevale Rotary, Sacramento County 
Supervisor Rosario Rodriguez, Orangevale-
Fair Oaks Community Foundation, Sunrise 
Community Church, Delta Dental, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
SMUD and Helix Electric.

Donations are tax-deductible and con-
tributions can be made to the Community 
Foundation of Orangevale and Fair Oaks at 
ovfocf.org/donate.

For more information about the upcoming 
Big Day of Service on May 17, visit big-
dayofservice.us, call 916-238-8868 or email 
info@bigdayofservice.com.� 

Roger Niello Appointed 
to Little Hoover Commission

Little Hoover 
Commission 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - State Sen. Roger 
Niello (R-Fair Oaks) has 
been appointed to the 
Little Hoover Commission 
by the Senate Rules 
Committee, chaired by 
Senate President pro 
Tempore Mike McGuire 
(D-Healdsburg). 

Niello replaces Senator 
Scott  Wilk (R-Santa 
Clarita), who served on the 
Little Hoover Commission 
from 2023 until he termed 
out of office in 2024. Wilk 
automatically left the 
commission when his leg-
islative service ended.

“It is both a privilege 
and a profound responsi-
bility to be appointed to the 
Little Hoover Commission 
and contribute to its 
mission of improving 
state government. I am 
looking forward to col-
laborating with my fellow 
Commissioners to make 

a meaningful impact in 
shaping a government that 
addresses Californians’ 
needs,” Niello said.

Niello has been sena-
tor for California’s Sixth 
Senate District, represent-
ing portions of Placer and 
Sacramento counties, since 
2022. In 1974, he joined 
his family business, the 
Niello Auto Group, and 
spent the next 25 years 
running retail automobile 
dealerships with his family 
partners. 

Niello was elected to the 
Sacramento County Board 
of Supervisors in a spe-
cial election in 1999 and 
in 2004 was elected to the 
California State Assembly 
and re-elected twice. After 
his time in the Assembly 
c o n c l u d e d ,  N i e l l o 
accepted an appointment 
as president and CEO of 
the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Niello has served as 
president of the Golden 
State Voter Participation, 
chair of the Sacramento 
Valley Lincoln Club 
Board, co-chair of the 
California Civic Learning 
Partnership in Sacramento 
County, member of the 
University of California 
C e n t e r  S a c r a m e n t o 
Advisory Board,  the 
Dignity Health Sacramento 
Service Area Hospital 
Community Board, the 
G r e a t e r  S a c r a m e n t o 
Economic Council Board, 
and Sacramento Rotary. 

In February 2011, he was 
named the University 
of  California Center 
Sacramento Governance 
Fellow, the first to serve in 
that position.

Niello earned his under-
graduate degree from the 
University of California 
at Berkeley and his mas-
ter ’s degree from the 
University of California at 
Los Angeles.

The Li t t le  Hoover 
Commission is America’s 
only permanent, indepen-
dent citizens commission 
working to improve state 
government. A nonpartisan 
oversight agency created 
in 1962, the commission 
includes 13 commissioners 
appointed by the governor 
and legislative leaders. The 
commission’s mission is to 
investigate state operations 
and promote efficiency, 
economy and improved 
service.

State Sen. Roger Niello 
represents District 6, which 
includes Antelope, Arden-
Arcade ,  Carmichael , 
Citrus Heights, Clay, Fair 
Oaks, Folsom, Foothill 
Farms, Franklin, Galt, 
Gold  River,  Herald , 
Mather,  Orangevale , 
Rancho Cordova, Rancho 
Murieta and Wilton in 
Sacramento County. The 
district includes Auburn, 
Granite Bay, Lincoln, 
L o o m i s ,  N e w c a s t l e , 
Penryn, Rocklin, Roseville 
and Sheridan in Placer 
County.� 

Roger Niello
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tour participants who are 
minors.

The three-hour tour 
includes a 60-minute class-
room presentation and a 
120-minute walking and 
bus portion.

Tour participants will 
gain a deeper under-
standing of what happens 
after they flush their toi-
lets, wash their dishes or 
do laundry and how these 
everyday actions connect 
to a vast, sophisticated 
treatment process designed 
to protect the environment 
and public health. 

C losed- toed  shoes 
are required as tour 
groups will walk through 

industrial areas.
For  more informa-

tion about the Echo Water 
Resource Recovery Facility 
public tours, including 
tour dates and registration 
details, visit SacSewer.

com/tours. To experience a 
virtual tour, visit sacsewer.
com/virtual-tours. 

For more information 
about the Sacramento Area 
Sewer District, go online to 
sacsewer.com.� 

By Judy Andrews, 
Fair Oaks Chamber 
of Commerce 

The Fair Oaks Chamber 
will host its annual fund-
raising event, Taste of Fair 
Oaks, on Friday, May 16. 
This event is the cham-
ber’s largest of the year 
and showcases area restau-
rants, wineries, breweries 
and more. Taste of Fair 
Oaks will be held at North 
Ridge Country Club from 6 
to 9:30 p.m. Tickets will go 
on sale April 1. But don’t 
wait too long to purchase 
them because this event 
sells out quickly! A por-
tion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Orangevale-
Fair Oaks Community 
Foundation. For more 
information, please visit 
the chamber website at 
fairoakschamber.com.

The Orangevale-Fair 
Oaks Food Bank needs 
your donations for its 2025 
Spring Food Drive and 
Helping Hands OV Easter 
Basket event on April 12. 
Easter baskets and food 
can be dropped off at the 
food bank between 9 a.m. 
and noon. Kids will enjoy 
participating in fun activ-
ities and taking photos 

with the Easter bunny. 
Food items most needed 
include cereal, pasta and 
pasta sauce, peanut but-
ter, canned fruits and meat 
(tuna and chicken), and 
Easter baskets for the chil-
dren. The food bank is 
located at 6483 Main Ave., 
Orangevale.

The Fair Oaks Brew Pub 
recently celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with a special 
ribbon-cutting event on 
March 12. Congratulations 
to owners Wei Zhang and 
Gary Juels for 10 success-
ful years and thank you for 
all you do to support the 
community. The Fair Oaks 
Brew Pub is located at 
7988 California Ave. Visit 
its website at fairoaksbrew-
pub.com. 

Welcome new and 
r e t u r n i n g  m e m b e r s . 
The chamber wants to 
acknowledge the fol-
lowing businesses that 
recently joined or renewed 
their membership. Please 
show your support to the 
following:
Community Health Centers 

of America
Creative Spirit Learning 

Center
Neptune Society of 
Northern California

Rim’s Deli
Tende-Heart Senior Care LLC

The Swenson Law Firm
Violet Wellness Spa

April Family Events
April  12 –  Spring 

Food Drive and Helping 
Hands OV Easter Basket 
Drive, 9 a.m. to noon, 
Orangevale-Fair Oaks 
Food Bank (6483 Main 

Ave, Orangevale). Donate 
food and Easter baskets. 
Take a photo with the 
Easter bunny.

Apri l  19 –  Easter 
Eggstravaganza, 9 a.m. 
to  noon,  Fai r  Oaks 
Park (11549 Fair Oaks 
Blvd.). Join the Fair Oaks 
Recreat ion and Park 
District for its annual fam-
ily-fun tradition. Children 
and families will enjoy an 
Easter egg hunt, petting 
zoo, craft and activity sta-
tions, vendors, food trucks 
and more. Visit forpd.org 
for more information.

April 26 – Healthy Kids 
Day, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Rollingwood YMCA (9373 
Winding Oak Drive, Fair 
Oaks.) Enjoy family-fun 
activities, water safety tips, 
CPR demos and more. This 
event is free and open to 
the public. Visit ymcasu-
periorcal.org/hkd for more 
information.

April 26 – Kid’s Art 
Festival, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Fair Oaks Park (11549 
Fair Oaks Blvd.). The Fair 
Oaks Recreation and Park 
District and the San Juan 
Unified School District 
are hosting a free event for 
kids focusing on creative 
fun. Activities include 
make-and-take art stations, 
dance and musical perfor-
mances, an art show and 
more. Visit forpd.org for 
more information.

For more informa-
tion about the Fair Oaks 
Chamber of Commerce, 
visit fairoakschamber.com.
� 

See you in Fair Oaks!
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Judy Andrews

Don’t Miss Taste of Fair Oaks, 
May 16

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

American River Messenger
is a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word � le to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com. 
Be sure to place in the 
subject � eld “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the American River Messenger to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed on 
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and 
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our 
contributors.
The American River Messenger is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents of 
the American River Messenger are copyrighted. Ownership 
of all advertising created and/or composed by the American 
River Messenger is with the publishing company and written 
permission to reproduce the same must be obtained from 
the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to:
American River Messenger
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5, Carmichael, CA 95608.
Subscription rate is $39 per year in Fair Oaks and 
Orangevale. The American River Messenger is published
twice-montly.
Call 916-773-1111 for more information.

MMessengeressenger
Serving Fair Oaks, Orangevale and Sacramento County since 2006

Shred Day 2025 
St. Vincent de Paul Fund Raiser

“Help Us Help The Poor”
5057 Cottage Way, at the Walnut Avenue Parking Lot

 Saturday, April 12th 
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

(Or until the truck is full)
On-site Shred Truck  •  You Can Watch
 Bring all old or new tax records and/

or any other old dust-gathering 
confidential documents for professional 
shredding

 Please, no plastic bags or large metal 
clips/binders, or Amazon-style packing

 All shredded paper is recycled

Shred Day 2022
St. Vincent de Paul Fund Raiser

“Help Us Help The Poor”

Suggested Donation:
$500 for each paper

grocery shopping bag

 or $1000 for each 
standard � le box.

On-site Shred Truck      You Can Watch!!
Bring all old or new tax records 
and/or any other old dust-gathering
con� dential documents for 
professional shredding

Staples & paper clips OK

All shredded paper is recyled

For More Information
Call (916) 481-6352

Shred Day 2020

“Help Us Help The Poor”
5057 Cottage Way, at the Walnut Avenue Parking Lot

April 24, - 8:00 a.m. - Noon

For More Information OLASVDPSHRED@GMAIL.COM  | Curbside  Service Available

Suggested Donation:
$500 for each paper 

grocery shopping bag
or $1000 for each 
standard file box.

Grace Baptist Church
Come and Experience 
God’s Amazing Grace

Call for more information (916) 967-3915 www.gbcfairoaks.net

Pastor Charles Carter 
6724 Palm Avenue, Fair Oaks, CA 95628

(Located one block South of Madison;  
just East of Dewey)

Come grow with us at Grace Baptist Church where 
the Old Time Gospel Message is still preached and 
God-Honoring music is still sung. Grace Baptist still 
stands on the Principles, Doctrines and Separation, 

found and taught in The Bible.

Service Schedules
Sunday Schools  
(All Ages) - 9:45 am

Sunday Worship 
11:00 am  

Sunday Evening 
6:00 pm

Wed. Evening 
7:00 pm 

Continued from page 1

Sacramento Area Sewer District’s free Echo Water Resource 
Recovery Facility (Echo Water Facility) public tours are 
educational and free for adults and children 12 and older. Photo 
Courtesy Sacramento Area Sewer District

SacSewer Offers Tours

Who Ya’ Gonna Call? 
How 311 and Your Elected 
Representatives Can Help

By Patsy McGavock 
JustServe.org

ORANGEVALE-FAIR OAKS, CA 
(MPG) - Have you ever seen 
a need or issue in your com-
munity and don’t know where 
to start?  Whether it’s report-
ing potholes and fallen trees, 
getting help with state agen-
cies or navigating permitting 
processes, 311 and the staff 
at your elected represen-
tatives’ offices can change 
overwhelmed and uncertain 
to efficiently and effectively 
resolved.

With Orangevale and 
Fair Oaks among the 67% 
of Sacramento County that 
is unincorporated, county 
offices and special districts 
serve as the primary local 
government. Knowing who 
to call and knowing you’ll 
find an advocate there 
empowers you to make a 
difference.

311: A Direct Line for 
Non-Emergency Issues
Sacramento County’s 

311 system is a direct tool 
for addressing almost any 
non-emergency, generally 
property- related issue in 
unincorporated areas, from 
illegal dumping and pot-
holes to verifying business 
licenses and garbage col-
lection dates. Available as 
a phone line, website and 
mobile app, 311 allows res-
idents to report concerns 
quickly and track progress 
on their requests. Customer 
service representatives are 
available all hours, seven 
days a week.

 “311 is a great tool 
that lets residents and the 
county work together,” 

said Vanessa McCarthy-
Olmstead, chief of staff for 
Supervisor Rich Desmond. 
“It creates a record of the 
issue, is geo-tagged and 
allows residents to check 
for updates.”

While 311 is best for 
non-urgent  concerns , 
county staff step in when 
issues require more than 
just a service request.
How County Supervisor 

Staff Can Assist
If an issue involves 

people rather than prop-
erty, staff at your county 
supervisor’s office can 
he lp  nav iga te  com-
plex situations related to 
public health, child sup-
port,  Medi-Cal, adult 
protective services, and 
other  s ta te-mandated 
county services. They can 
also advocate for an issue 
that remains unresolved or 
help navigate land use and 
permitting questions.

“ O f t e n  w e  w o r k 
h a n d - i n - h a n d  w i t h 
m u l t i p l e  a g e n c i e s , ” 
McCarthy-Olmstead said. 
“Our staff can help make 
the right connections, so 
people aren’t spinning their 
wheels.”

“If it deals with human 
issues and someone don’t 
know where to start, needs 
a follow up or are bring-
ing an issue that impacts 
their community to the 
attention of their elected 
official, these are excel-
lent reasons to contact 
your supervisor’s office,” 
McCarthy-Olmstead said.   

State-Level Assistance: 
Your Senator’s Office
Anyone having trouble 

with a state related agency, 

such as DMV, Caltrans, 
Employment Development 
(EDD) and licensing agen-
cies, should contact their 
state senator’s office, said 
Rob Olmstead, Senator 
Roger Niello’s district 
coordinator.

“We have staff who 
can take a concern, digest 
it and figure out which 
agency to reach out to on 
behalf of the constituent,” 
Olmstead said. “We also 
have direct phone lines 
that the public doesn’t have 
access to, which helps us 
advocate more efficiently.”

Visitors are also wel-
come to come in person 
to their senator’s district 
offices. For Senator Niello, 
those are in Roseville and 
Rancho Cordova, open 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays. Staff can 
even come to those who 
are physically unable to 
visit.

Leveraging the Staff’s 
Connections

Elected representa-
tive’s office staff will help, 
according to Matt Hedges, 
chief of staff for Supervisor 
Rosario Rodriguez. 

The goal, Hedges said, 
is simple: “We want peo-
ple to feel welcomed, not 
overwhelmed.”

For city-related con-
cerns, residents should 
start with their city manag-
er’s office.

Local government is 
accessible. 

Patsy McGavock is a vol-
unteer community advocate 
“informing, empowering 
and engaging readers with 
their community.” Find your 
passion and get involved. 
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California’s Cities and Schools Face 
Big Budget Gaps, Few Options

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California’s state budget is 
mired in what fiscal authori-
ties call a “structural deficit,” 
meaning its revenues cannot 
keep up with spending man-
dated by current law.

For several years, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and the 
Legislature have papered 
over the chronic gap 
between income and outgo 
with gimmicks, includ-
ing on- and off-budget 
borrowing and creative 
accounting, plus dips into 
“rainy day” funds set aside 
for emergencies.

T h o s e  m a n e u v e r s 
merely postpone the day 
of reckoning, because the 
administration and the 
Legislature’s budget analyst, 
Gabe Petek, project yearly 
multibillion-dollar shortfalls 
indefinitely.

The state’s dilemma has 
several roots, most notably 
an erroneously high multi-
year revenue forecast in 
2022 that led to a belief that 
there would be an immense 
budget surplus and to sharply 
increased spending. The 
administration later pegged 
the revenue error at $165 bil-
lion over four years.

That factor was exacer-
bated by what Petrek dubbed 
“a sluggish economy.”

“Outside of government 
and health care, the state 
has added no jobs in a year 
and a half,” Petek noted in a 
November fiscal overview. 

“Similarly, the number of 
Californians who are unem-
ployed is 25% higher than 
during the strong labor mar-
kets of 2019 and 2022.”

State government is not 
alone in facing chronic bud-
get deficits. The state’s major 
cities and many school dis-
tricts are also feeling the 
pinch of stagnant revenues 
and inflation, especially with 
rising worker salaries. Add 
the horrendous Los Angeles 
wildfires and President 
Donald Trump’s potentially 
huge federal spending reduc-
tions and the budget gaps 
could become even wider.

A few days ago, Matt 
Szabo, the City of Los 
Angeles’ chief administrative 
officer, and city Controller 
Kenneth Mejia bluntly 
warned the city council that 
LA is several hundred mil-
lion dollars short of covering 
its budgeted expenditures — 
not even counting the likely 
effects of wildfires on reve-
nues and spending.

“The city is facing signifi-
cant headwinds,” Szabo said, 
adding “immediate spending 
reductions required.”

“The city of L.A., finan-
cially, we are in trouble,”  
Mejia told the council in a 
letter. He added, “The city 
is estimated to overspend by 
$300 million over budget. So 
when you have less revenues 
compared to your budget, 
and you have more expenses 
over your budget — that’s a 
big gap that we have to fill.”

San Francisco’s new 
mayor, Daniel Lurie, says he 
wants to “eliminate $1 bil-
lion in overspending” over 
the next three years to cover 
an $876 million deficit over 
two years. “The era of one-
time or Band-Aid solutions 
is over,” Lurie told other 
officials after taking office 
in January.

A number of smaller cit-
ies, including Sacramento, 
are also dealing with signif-
icant deficits.

Meanwhile many school 
districts are also facing big 
budget gaps due to declin-
ing enrollment and chronic 
absenteeism that reduce state 
aid based on attendance, in 
addition to the expiration 
of federal grants meant to 
cope with COVID-19 and 
employee union demands for 
raises to offset inflation-ham-
mered personal budgets.

The Fiscal Crisis and 
Management Assistance 
Team, a state agency that 
monitors school district 
finances, recently issued a 
report on school systems in 
various degrees of fiscal dif-
ficulty, with those in Oakland 
and San Francisco on the list 
of the most troubled.

The agency cited not only 
enrollment declines, but the 
jolts of losing federal pan-
demic aid and rising costs, 
particularly for fire insur-
ance and electric power, as 
factors.

In theory, local officials 
could seek tax increases as 
they ponder ways to balance 
their budgets. However vot-
ers facing rising living costs 
of their own are not likely to 
approve of that solution.

Therefore the options 
are either make real spend-
ing reductions, which might 
mean laying off workers and 
closing schools, or emulate 
the state’s gimmickry and 
hope the problems solve 
themselves.

Dan Walters is one of 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

KingsKorner
By V.G. Harris

The past week for the Sacramento 
Kings may very well be poorest stretch 
in a helter skelter season that saw the 
Sactown boys lose games to the New 
York Nicks, Golden State Warriors and 
Phoenix Suns by a combined total of 71 
points.

Many Kings fans turned their TV sets 
to another channel in the fourth quar-
ter of these games to avoid the agony of 
watching another beatdown. No lighting 
the beam last week and probably the last 
thing on anyone’s mind.

Most fans agree that watching a see-
saw battle in which your team is giving 
the best they have will always keep them 
watching to the very end but what we 
witnessed in the past week was hard for 
even the most ardent fan to lay eyes on.

Thrust into the position of point guard 
with the trade of DeAaron Fox, Malik 
Monk has struggled in his new role. 
Most glaring are the constant turnovers 
and it appears to be contagious as usually 
reliable ballhandlers DeMar DeRozan 
and Zach Lavine have suddenly joined 
the turnover turnstile. Forty-eight times, 
the Kings have turned the ball over in 
the past three games and that means 48 
missed opportunities to put a shot up.

Entering Monday night’s game against 
the Memphis Grizzlies, Sacramento sits 
in the number 9 position in the Western 
Conference with a 500 record of 33-33.

At no time entering the 2024/2025 sea-
son did I believe the Sacramento Kings 
were a 500 team. 

After the firing of Mike Brown and 
the trading of DeAaron Fox, newcom-
ers Zach Lavine, Jonas Valanciunas and 
Jake LaRavia gave hope to Kings fans 
that the playoff s were not a pipe dream.

The bench is stronger but the starting 
lineup is putting the team in a hole in the 
fi rst quarter of nearly every game. The 
past three games saw the Kings down 
by double digits at the end of the fi rst 
quarter and climbing out of a hole every 
game is not a recipe for success.

So what is the answer Kings fans? 
How does this newly-assembled squad 
put together a winning stretch that 
allows Sacramento fans to witness post-
season basketball?

With 16 games remaining, there’s no 
more trading or adding to the team, so 
coach Christie will have to move the 
chess pieces he has.

Sadly, although Malik has wanted to 
be a starter for some time, he has not 
thrived in his new role. Coming off  the 
bench and adding a spark seems to be the 
logical move for coach Christie to make.

Jake LaRavia has added much needed 
defense but Markelle Fultz has failed 
to add much to the point guard posi-
tion. Coach Christie might be faced 
with using rookie Devin Carter who has 
proven himself to be a skilled ball han-
dler and surprisingly a good rebounder 
as well.

Perhaps the time has come to give 
Isaac Jones some more court time, as this 
team could use his length and rebound-
ing. Jones has received too little time on 
the court but seems to make an impact 
when given the opportunity.

Trey Lyles and Keegan Murray need 
to live up to their billing and add 3-point 
shooting to a team that is in sore need.

Cross your fingers, Kings fans, that 
Domantas Sabonis will stay healthy and 
former all-stars DeMar DeRozan and 
Zach Lavine will be the players we know 
they can be the rest of the way.

Many of the senseless turnovers come 
from players trying to do too much and 
what the Kings need is to get back to 
basics and keep it simple. Move the ball, 
make good passes and allow teammates 
to shoot the basketball in rhythm. 

Make no mistake about it, there is 
plenty of talent on this team. 

Play-in appears to be the logical 
prescription, so take your medicine 
Sacramento Kings and see where the 
Play-in might take you.

King’s fans want postseason basket-
ball and what you call it matters little. 
Magical things can happen when given 
a chance and that’s what the play-in 
brings, a chance.

Stay positive, Kings fans, and keep 
those TV sets on for the fourth quarter. 
These guys might surprise you yet!

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

Can I Avoid Paying 
the Medicare Premium?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: Is there 
any way I can get out 
of paying the $185 I am 
told will be taken out of 
my Social Security for 
Medicare Part B when 
I turn 65? We pay for 
Medicare all our work-
ing lives, and now I have 
to pay a monthly pre-
mium for insurance that 
only covers 80%. Signed: 
Disheartened Senior 

Dear Disheartened: 
For clarification, the 
money you paid into 
Medicare while work-
ing during your lifetime 
was for Medicare Part A 
(inpatient hospitalization 
coverage). The Medicare 
taxes paid while work-
ing entitled you to FREE 
Medicare coverage for 
Part A inpatient hospi-
talization coverage, but 
they do not entitle you 
to Medicare coverage 
for outpatient services 
(coverage for doctors, 
medical  tests ,  e tc .) . 
For that coverage from 
Medicare,  you must 
enroll in Medicare Part 
B, for which there is a 
monthly premium ($185/
month for 2025). If you 
wish to have Medicare 
Part B coverage, you 
must enroll in Medicare 

Part B at age 65 - unless 
you have other “credit-
able” healthcare coverage 
from an employer.  

The Medicare Part B 
premium will be auto-
matically deducted from 
your Social Security pay-
ment when you enroll in 
Medicare, and there is 
no way to avoid it if you 
wish to have Medicare 
hea l thcare  coverage 
for outpatient medical 
services. But, if you cur-
rently have “creditable” 
hea l thcare  coverage 
from an employer, you 
can delay enrolling in 
Medicare Part B (thus 
avoiding the premium) 
until your employer cov-
erage ends. If you don’t 
enroll in Medicare Part B 
during your initial enroll-
ment period (at 65), or 
in a Special Enrollment 
Period following the 
end of your creditable 
employer healthcare cov-
erage, then you will incur 
a penalty for enrolling 
in Medicare Part B out-
side of the prescribed 
en ro l lmen t  pe r iods . 
That penalty is a per-
manent increase in your 
Medicare Part B pre-
mium. FYI, “creditable” 
is an employer group 
plan with at least 20 
participants. 

We do not advise going 
without outpatient health-
care coverage, so you 
should carefully consider 
enrolling in Medicare 
Part B when you turn 65. 
If you are already col-
lecting Social Security 
benefits, you will be 
automatically enrolled, 
but you can opt out of 
Part B if you wish – it’s 

just not advisable, unless 
you have current credit-
able healthcare coverage 
from an employer.

So,  to  recap:  the 
Medicare taxes you paid 
while working only enti-
tled you to free Medicare 
Part A inpatient hospi-
talization coverage. You 
must enroll in Medicare 
Part B (for which there 
is a monthly premium) to 
have Medicare healthcare 
coverage for outpatient 
healthcare services. Both 
Medicare Part A and Part 
B have deductibles and 
copayments, for which 
you may wish to consider 
getting either a supple-
mental insurance plan or 
a Medicare Advantage 
plan. But, in either case, 
you must still have both 
Medicare Part A and 
Part B to obtain such 
additional healthcare 
coverage. 

This article is intended 
for information pur-
poses only and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC 
F o u n d a t i o n ’s  s t a f f , 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Securi ty  Associat ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
o ther  governmen ta l 
entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. H

Social Security Matters
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California Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
News Release 

SACRAMENTO,  CA (MPG)  - 
California State Parks’ Division of 
Boating and Waterways (DBW) 
began its 2025 control efforts 
for invasive aquatic plants in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
and its southern tributaries (Delta) 
this month. 

Starting March 20, after press 
time, the Division of Boating and 
Waterways began herbicide treat-
ments on water hyacinth, South 
American spongeplant, Uruguay 
water primrose, alligator weed, 
Brazilian waterweed, curlyleaf 
pondweed, Eurasian watermil-
foil, coontail, fanwort, and ribbon 
weed in the Delta. The treatment 
start date can change, depending 
on weather conditions and plant 
growth/movement.

“DBW continues to work with 
the public and our local, state and 
federal partners to control these 
aquatic invasive plants to reduce 
or eliminate the negative impacts 
on people’s daily lives and busi-
nesses,” said Division of Boating 
and Waterways’ Deputy Director 
Ramona Fernandez. “The continued 
use of monitoring and technol-
ogy allows the division to focus on 
the areas that best help us manage 
wthe challenges.”

These aquatic invasive plants 
have no known natural controls in 
the Delta, the West Coast’s larg-
est estuary. They negatively affect 
the Delta’s ecosystem as they dis-
place native plants that are essential 
to the area’s biodiversity while neg-
atively impacting the economy, 
environment and public health. 
Continued warm temperatures help 
the plants proliferate at high rates. 

The plants are also known to 

form dense mats of vegetation, cre-
ating safety hazards for boaters and 
obstructing navigation channels, 
marinas and irrigation systems. 
Due to their ability to spread rap-
idly to new areas, the plants will 
likely never be eradicated from 
Delta waters. Therefore, Division 
of Boating and Waterways oper-
ates control programs as opposed 
to eradication programs. The divi-
sion works with local, state and 
federal entities to better understand 
the plants and implement new inte-
grated control strategies to increase 
efficacy. 

Funding for Division of Boating 
and Waterways’ aquatic inva-
sive plant control programs comes 
from the Harbors and Watercraft 
Revolving Fund, which receives 
revenues from boaters’ registration 
fees and gasoline taxes.

All herbicides are registered 
for aquatic use with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation. Treated areas 
for submersed aquatic vegetation 
(Brazilian waterweed, curlyleaf 
pondweed, Eurasian watermil-
foil, coontail, fanwort, and ribbon 
weed) will be monitored to ensure 
herbicide levels do not exceed 
allowable limits and follow EPA-
registered label guidelines. The 
public can view the public notices 
and sign up to receive weekly 
updates on this year’s treatment 
season at the Division of Boating 
and Waterways’ website at dbw.
parks.ca.gov. 

Below is a list of proposed area 
control actions for the 2025 treat-
ment season.

Floating Aquatic Vegetation 

Control Program is to control water 
hyacinth, South American sponge-
plant, Uruguay water primrose and 
alligator weed. Herbicide control 
treatment period is for all sites from 
March 20 to Nov. 30. Types of her-
bicides are Glyphosate, Imazamox, 
2,4-D or Diquat.

Potential treatment areas are 
initially in and/or around but not 
limited to the following areas: San 
Joaquin River, Old River, Middle 
River, Fourteen Mile Slough and 
Snodgrass Slough.

The  s ubmer sed  Aqua t i c 
Vegetation Control Program is 
to control Brazilian waterweed, 
curlyleaf pondweed, Eurasian 
watermilfoil, coontail, ribbon 
weed, and fanwort. The herbi-
cide control treatment period from 
March 20 through Nov. 30, based 
upon Division of Boating and 

Waterways field survey data, water 
temperatures and fish surveys, uses 
Fluridone, Diquat or Endothall her-
bicide. Potential Sacramento-area 
treatments will be at French Island, 
Hogback, Long Island Slough, 
Sacramento Marina, Snug Harbor 
and Washington Lake.

Last year, Division of Boating 
and Waterways treated a total of 
2,649 acres of floating aquatic 
vegetation and 1,115 acres of sub-
mersed aquatic vegetation. No 
mechanical harvesting was con-
ducted. A combination of herbicide, 
biological and mechanical control 
methods will be used to help con-
trol invasive plants at high-priority 
sites in the Delta.

In 1982, California state leg-
islation designated Division of 
Boating and Waterways as the 
lead state agency to work with 
other state, local and federal agen-
cies in controlling water hyacinth 
in the Delta, its tributaries and the 
Suisun Marsh. The Egeria Densa 
Control Program was authorized 
by law in 1997 and treatment 
began in 2001. In 2012, sponge-
plant was authorized for control 
upon completion of the biologi-
cal assessment. In 2013, Division 
of Boating and Waterways’s juris-
diction expanded to include other 
invasive aquatic plants, and since 
then, other aquatic invasive plants 
such as Uruguay water primrose, 
Eurasian watermilfoil, Carolina 
fanwort, coontail, alligator weed 
and ribbon weed have been added 
to the Aquatic Invasion  Plant 
Control Program.

To report sightings, subscribe 
for program updates or for more 
information regarding the con-
trol program, connect online at 
dbw.parks.ca.gov/AIS, email a 
AIS@parks.ca.gov or phone at 
888-326-2822. 

Aquatic Invasive Plants’ Control Efforts Begin 

Starting March 20, the Division of Boating and Waterways will begin herbicide treatments. Photo  courtesy of California 
State Parks’ Division of Boating and  Waterways.

Los Rios Chancellor Brian King to Retire 

Los Rio Community 
College District 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
- Los Rios Community 
College District Chancellor 
Brian King will retire at 
the end of the 2025-26 aca-
demic year.

“Serving as the chancellor 
of the Los Rios Community 
College District has been 
the professional honor of 
my lifetime,” King said in 
a video message to faculty, 
staff and administrators at 
the four Los Rios colleges 
and district office. “I’m so 
proud of what our district 
has accomplished over the 
past 13 years.”

King joined Los Rios 
as chancellor in February 

2012 after an extensive 
national search by the Los 
Rios Board of Trustees. 
He is the ninth chancel-
lor in the 60-year history of 
the district. 

Under King’s leadership, 
Los Rios has raised more 
than $60 million through 
grant-seeking and fundrais-
ing efforts and seen marked 
improvements in student 
success. In the last 13 years, 
Los Rios has built or signifi-
cantly renovated more than a 
dozen major campus facili-
ties, seen enrollment grow to 
beyond pre-pandemic levels 
and expanded programs for 
students and employers in 
the Capital region. 

During his time at Los 
Rios, King has served in 
leadership roles in a num-
ber of significant local 
and statewide organiza-
tions, including serving as 
past president of the Chief 
Executive Officers of the 
Cal i fornia  Community 
Colleges Board.  King 
has been a member of the 
Sacramento Metro Chamber 
Board of Directors and 
the Greater Sacramento 
E c o n o m i c  C o u n c i l 

Executive Committee. King 
also served as co-chair 
of the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber ’s  Cap-to-Cap 
50th Anniversary and 
the past president of the 
Global Community College 
Leadership Network.

“The Board of Trustees 
is grateful for Chancellor 
K i n g ’s  1 3  y e a r s  o f 
skilled service,” said Los 
Rios Board of Trustees 
President Kelly Wilkerson. 
“Chancellor King has shep-
herded our district through 
tumultuous times, always 
keeping students at the fore-
front of his decision-making. 
His leadership and deep 
commitment to creating 
opportunity throughout the 
Sacramento region has left a 
lasting mark on Los Rios and 
the students we serve.”

The Los Rios Board of 
Trustees expects to imme-
diately begin the process 
of selecting a search firm 
to coordinate the recruit-
ment and hiring of King’s 
replacement. The search pro-
cess will begin this spring 
and continue into the 2025-
26 academic year with 
significant engagement from 

faculty, staff, students and 
the community.

“Though I’m announcing 
a timeline for my retirement 
today, this is far from good-
bye,” King said. “Fifteen 
months is a long time and 
we’ve got a lot of work to 
do to expand access to our 
colleges and help students, 
especially first- genera-
tion students and students 
of color, realize the promise 
of a college degree for their 
family and community.”

The Los Rios Community 
College District is the 
second-largest commu-
nity college district in 
California, according to 
the college district, serv-
ing the greater Sacramento 
region. American River, 
Cosumnes River, Folsom 
Lake and Sacramento City 
colleges; six major educa-
tion and outreach centers; 
and specialized workforce 
and economic develop-
ment programs for regional 
businesses, governments 
and organizations are in 
the district. 

For more information, 
go online to www.losrios.
edu. 

Chancellor Brian King

New Home Sales Rebounded in February
North State Building Industry 
Association  News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION (MPG) - 
Sacramento - area new home sales 
slowed during the first three weeks of 
February before coming back strong 
during the last week of the month, 
according to the North State Building 
Industry Association on March 11. 

Tim Murphy, the Building Industry 
Association’s president and CEO, 
attributed the late-month surge in part to 
mortgage interest rate trends.

“As markets adjusted to the pres-
idential transition, interest rates 
ticked upwards to a little over 7% in 
mid-January and then gradually eased 
downward,” Murphy said. “That decline 
accelerated in the latter part of February, 
which likely accounted for higher sales 
at the end of the month.”

Building Industry Association mem-
ber builders sold 521 new homes in the 
seven-county region in February, which 

was above the average for the month 
(505 sales) but below February sales 
totals reported in recent years. 

Sales were down 32% from February 
2024 (partly because that year was a 
five-week month) and down 21% from 
January (again, partly because that, too, 
was a five-week month). 

As mentioned, however, sales 
rebounded from 114 in the third week of 
February to 148 in the last week of the 
month, which was the best weekly sales 
total since the end of last August.

New home  communi t i e s  in 
Sacramento County reported the high-
est number of sales in February with 
269, due largely to the fact that there 
are far more open communities there 
than in other parts of the region. Placer 
County finished in second-place with 
154, followed by Yuba County with 49. 
Including adjacent Sutter County, the 
region reported 57 sales in all.

As is often the case, Roseville 
reported the most sales of any submarket 

with 80, followed by Rancho Cordova 
and Elk Grove, tied with 56 each. 
Sacramento was fourth with 33 and 
Plumas Lake fifth with 27. Rocklin came 
in sixth with 21, followed by Folsom 
with 20, Natomas with 17, and Lincoln 
and Antelope, which each saw 14 sales.  

Building Industry Association sta-
tistics include sales by members in 
Amador, El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento, 
Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties.

Representing more than 500 mem-
bers who provide 55,000 industry 
jobs, the North State Building Industry 
Association is committed to preserving 
and furthering the economic interests of 
its members, while working to enhance 
the industry's standing as a significant 
contributor to the regional economy. 
The association, founded in 1944, is 
comprised of builders, developers, 
subcontractors, suppliers and related 
professionals. 

For more information, visit online 
www.northstatebia.org. 

SMF Invests 
$2 Million in Public Art

Here is a rendering of “Riparian” by HUA Design Studios, one 
of the new permanent art installations planned at Sacramento 
International Airport. Photo courtesy of Sacramento International Airport

Sacramento 
International Airport 
News Release 

SACRAMENTO REGION, 
CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
International Airport (SMF) 
continues its public art pro-
gram with a $2-million 
investment in three perma-
nent art installations as part 
of its SMForward expansion. 

The artwork will be fea-
tured in the new pedestrian 
walkway, offering travelers 
an immersive and inspiring 
experience that reflects the 
region’s natural beauty, his-
tory and culture.

“These installations are a 
reflection of Sacramento’s 
vibrant history and com-
mitment to public art, 
which has the power to 
transform spaces and cre-
ate a sense of place,” said 
Sacramento County First 
District Supervisor Phil 
Serna. "These installations 
will celebrate Sacramento’s 
identity and enhance the 
journey for millions of trav-
elers who pass through SMF 
each year.”

The  se lec ted  works 
explore themes of migration, 
movement and connection, 
featuring large-scale sculp-
tures, intricate designs 
inspired by local land-
scapes and celestial-inspired 
imagery. 

One  in s t a l l a t i on  i s 
“Preserved Flight Path” 
by David Brooks, show-
casing avian flight paths in 
aluminum and endangered 
local bird sculptures in the 
Pedestrian Walkway Hub. 

The second installation is 
“Riparian” by HUA Design 
Studios (Huameng Yu & 
Louis Chinn), evoking the 
Natomas Basin’s habitat with 
thousands of suspended glass 
rondelles forming a murmura-
tion, geographic brass inlays 
and native plant motifs.

The third installation is 
“Blue Moon (Theia)” by 
John Roloff, transforming the 
walkway into a cosmic-in-
spired space with translucent 
lunar imagery and meteor-
ite-inspired flooring.

“Our goal in this art pro-
gram is to cultivate an 
unforgettable experience 
for every traveler,” said 
Sacramento County Director 
of Airports Cindy Nichol. 
“The artists will create a 
welcoming, inspiring envi-
ronment for travelers while 
celebrating our region’s cul-
ture, ecology, and spirit of 
innovation.”

The new selections join 
iconic sculptures such as 
“Leap,” the red rabbit in 
Terminal B and the giant 
whimsical luggage carts, 
“Samson,” in Terminal A.

The public art program 
is a key component of 
SMForward, the airport’s 
$1.4-billion expansion plan, 
which includes new parking, 
a pedestrian walkway and 
terminal improvements. The 
installations are expected 
to be completed alongside 
the new facilities, further 
establishing Sacramento 
International Airport as 
a gateway to Northern 
Cal i forn ia’s  c rea t iv i ty 
and diversity. 
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CALL A PROFESSIONALCALL A PRO BUSINESS DIRECTORY

GREENWAY TREE SERVICEGREENWAY TREE SERVICE
Specializing in Expert Tree Pruning, 

Tree Removal & Stump Grinding

(916) 224-9750

Free Estimates
Competative Prices

Licensed and Insured

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Saturday Appointments Available
6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA6716 RIO LINDA BLVD., SUITE B, RIO LINDA

Rio Linda Eye CareRio Linda Eye Care
Laser Surgery • Eye Glasses • Contact Lenses

• Eyewear for Computer Users 

Dr. William FleischmannDr. William Fleischmann
((916916)) 991-8444 991-8444

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS 
& PIPE LINING

Off (916) 488-1215   Lic #754886

SEWER PROBLEMS?  WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

Install a Water/Electric 
line under your 

existing driveway!

We’re # 1 in the #2 businessWe’re # 1 in the #2 business

TRACTOR SERVICETRACTOR SERVICE
• Mowing • Rototilling 

• Discing • Scraper/Loader

(916) 991-8431
Call

DESIGN - RENOVATION - WATER FEATURE 
STONE & CONCRETE - OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM

916-454-1300
www.SmootLandscaping.com
Lic#633224; Serving Sacramento since 1982

Recognized in the Sacramento Bee,  
Street of Dreams & Garden Tours of East Sacramento

SMOOT LANDSCAPING
L A N D S C A P E S  &  D E S I G N

CA$H
for Diabetic Test Strips 

and Supplies
We pick up and pay you 
CA$H ON THE SPOT!

Call 916-505-4673 Now!
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All American Pro  All American Pro  
Construction & RestorationConstruction & Restoration

Family-owned & operated.  
We offer Veterans & Senior Discounts

Great Craftsmanship & Customer Service
Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodels,  

Water Damage, plus Much More.
BIG or small, We Do It All. Give Us a Call. 

916-504-0188

ON THE WHEEL EXPRESS
Call Dwight | 530-665-3770 | OnTheWheelExpress@gmail.com

MC-1442197 U.S.  | DOT No. 3908711

Appliances • Furniture • Auto Parts 
 Equipment • Paint • Building Materials

Moving Moving 
& & 

HaulingHauling

Moving 
& 

Hauling

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING
R e v i v e  •  R e s t o r e  •  R e f i n i s h 

Hardwood, Laminate, and Vinyl
 • Sand & Finish
 • Repairs
 • New Installations
 • Recoating

1.800.725.3320    916.342.6596
sacramentohardwood.com

New Installation & Repairs
Family Tradition Since 1957

Lic. #794448

Residential & Move-Outs  •  Weekly & Bi-Weekly

707 292.5956 
dustmonkeycleaning@hotmail.com

DUST MONKEY 
CLEANING

Animal Care
If veterinary care is unavail-
able or unaffordable, ask for 
Happy Jack® ItchNoMore® or 
Skin Balm® to treat skin aller-
gies on dogs & cats. At Tractor 
Supply®. 

Announcement
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
to fund the SEARCH FOR 
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 
24/7: 1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos 
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Computer Service

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605  (Cal-Scan)

Elder Care
GoGo. Live and age your way. 
Get help with rides, groceries, 
meals and more. Member-
ships start as low as $1 per 
day. Available 24/7 nation-
wide. BBB Rated A+ Busi-
ness. Call GoGo to get start-
ed. 1-855-476-0033 (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as 
little as 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call Now: 
1-877-435-4860  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
Baby Items:  Crib, Hi-Chair, 
Stroller, Swing, etc. (916)804-
6210. (3/21/25)

Hall Rentals

VFW Post 6158

8990 Kruithof Way,
Fair Oaks, CA

916-966-1663
vfw6158.org/rent-our-hall/ 

Call or come by
Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (CalSCAN) 

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS 
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The 
Future Outcome) Has the best 
CBD oil available. Products for 
health, beauty, weight or hair 
loss and even for your pets. 
Check out these products:  
canderson.myctfo.com (TFN)

Help Wanted
Vision Service Plan d/b/a VSP 
Vision Care seeks Senior 
Software Engineer in Rancho 
Cordova, CA to own design 
construction, dev., testing, 
implementation, & tech de-
livery for bus. needs. 100% 
telecomm permitted w/n U.S. 
$171,018 - $199,500/yr. Apply 
at jobpostingtoday.com Ref: 
45334 (3/21/25)

Help Wanted

Many Positions are 
Available. Please    no 
phone calls. Apply in 
person.

HELP WANTED

10971 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova, 

CA 95670

Home Remodel
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 3/30/25.) Call 
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Repair
WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can 
lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted profes-
sionals do complete repairs 
to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7:  
1-888-248-0815. Have zip 
code of service location ready 
when you call!  (Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

Landscaping
Yard clean-ups and irrigation 
repair. Call Jim at (916)275-
6874 (4/4/25)

Landscaping

YARD SERVICE
ONE-TIME CLEANUPONE-TIME CLEANUP  

Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul Mow, Weed, Prune & Haul 
NEEDNEED: Landscaping bark?: Landscaping bark?

Gutters cleaned?  Gutters cleaned?  
Light fence work?Light fence work?

CALL 916/205-9310 CALL 916/205-9310 
or 916/627-9000or 916/627-9000

Miscellaneous
DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email ce-
celia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who are 
an engaged audience, makes 
our services an indispensable 
marketing solution. For more 
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Music Lessons
Guitar Lessons

Beginner to Advanced  . $20/ 
half-hour; $30 full hour. 916-
507-6658, freddiebbalbert@
gmail.com (12/31/2025)

Real Estate
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose Real 
Estate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

BERNARDINO
ROOFING

***FREE ESTIMATES***
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Lic.#817945   43 Years Experience
916.920.0100

www.bernardinoroofing.com

Reroofs, Repairs, Maintenance, Dryrot, 
Gutters, Family Operated. BBB MEMBER!

Tree Service

916-722-6321
VISA / MASTER CARD

Insured. Workman’s comp. Arborist

BPTreeServices.com

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE TRIMMING/ SHAPING

FREE ESTIMATE
10% OFF WITH THIS AD

BP TREE
SERVICES LLC.

California Contractors Lic #1036031

Local ClassifiedsLocal Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1
Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Advertising 
Works!

Buy and  
Shop Local!

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

Need Help?

Hire A Pro!Are You a Pro?

Advertise in the Classifieds
Call 916-773-1111

Get the 
word out!

MPG8.COM

Advertising Works!

Visit: mpg8.com  
for current and 

back issues

CALL 916-773-1111 TO ADVERTISE
AmericanRiverMessenger.com

California Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
News Release 

SACRAMENTO,  CA (MPG)  - 
California State Parks’ Division of 
Boating and Waterways (DBW) 
began its 2025 control efforts 
for invasive aquatic plants in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
and its southern tributaries (Delta) 
this month. 

Starting March 20, after press 
time, the Division of Boating and 
Waterways began herbicide treat-
ments on water hyacinth, South 
American spongeplant, Uruguay 
water primrose, alligator weed, 
Brazilian waterweed, curlyleaf 
pondweed, Eurasian watermil-
foil, coontail, fanwort, and ribbon 
weed in the Delta. The treatment 
start date can change, depending 
on weather conditions and plant 
growth/movement.

“DBW continues to work with 
the public and our local, state and 
federal partners to control these 
aquatic invasive plants to reduce 
or eliminate the negative impacts 
on people’s daily lives and busi-
nesses,” said Division of Boating 
and Waterways’ Deputy Director 
Ramona Fernandez. “The continued 
use of monitoring and technol-
ogy allows the division to focus on 
the areas that best help us manage 
wthe challenges.”

These aquatic invasive plants 
have no known natural controls in 
the Delta, the West Coast’s larg-
est estuary. They negatively affect 
the Delta’s ecosystem as they dis-
place native plants that are essential 
to the area’s biodiversity while neg-
atively impacting the economy, 
environment and public health. 
Continued warm temperatures help 
the plants proliferate at high rates. 

The plants are also known to 

form dense mats of vegetation, cre-
ating safety hazards for boaters and 
obstructing navigation channels, 
marinas and irrigation systems. 
Due to their ability to spread rap-
idly to new areas, the plants will 
likely never be eradicated from 
Delta waters. Therefore, Division 
of Boating and Waterways oper-
ates control programs as opposed 
to eradication programs. The divi-
sion works with local, state and 
federal entities to better understand 
the plants and implement new inte-
grated control strategies to increase 
efficacy. 

Funding for Division of Boating 
and Waterways’ aquatic inva-
sive plant control programs comes 
from the Harbors and Watercraft 
Revolving Fund, which receives 
revenues from boaters’ registration 
fees and gasoline taxes.

All herbicides are registered 
for aquatic use with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation. Treated areas 
for submersed aquatic vegetation 
(Brazilian waterweed, curlyleaf 
pondweed, Eurasian watermil-
foil, coontail, fanwort, and ribbon 
weed) will be monitored to ensure 
herbicide levels do not exceed 
allowable limits and follow EPA-
registered label guidelines. The 
public can view the public notices 
and sign up to receive weekly 
updates on this year’s treatment 
season at the Division of Boating 
and Waterways’ website at dbw.
parks.ca.gov. 

Below is a list of proposed area 
control actions for the 2025 treat-
ment season.

Floating Aquatic Vegetation 

Control Program is to control water 
hyacinth, South American sponge-
plant, Uruguay water primrose and 
alligator weed. Herbicide control 
treatment period is for all sites from 
March 20 to Nov. 30. Types of her-
bicides are Glyphosate, Imazamox, 
2,4-D or Diquat.

Potential treatment areas are 
initially in and/or around but not 
limited to the following areas: San 
Joaquin River, Old River, Middle 
River, Fourteen Mile Slough and 
Snodgrass Slough.

The  submer sed  Aqua t i c 
Vegetation Control Program is 
to control Brazilian waterweed, 
curlyleaf pondweed, Eurasian 
watermilfoil, coontail, ribbon 
weed, and fanwort. The herbi-
cide control treatment period from 
March 20 through Nov. 30, based 
upon Division of Boating and 

Waterways field survey data, water 
temperatures and fish surveys, uses 
Fluridone, Diquat or Endothall her-
bicide. Potential Sacramento-area 
treatments will be at French Island, 
Hogback, Long Island Slough, 
Sacramento Marina, Snug Harbor 
and Washington Lake.

Last year, Division of Boating 
and Waterways treated a total of 
2,649 acres of floating aquatic 
vegetation and 1,115 acres of sub-
mersed aquatic vegetation. No 
mechanical harvesting was con-
ducted. A combination of herbicide, 
biological and mechanical control 
methods will be used to help con-
trol invasive plants at high-priority 
sites in the Delta.

In 1982, California state leg-
islation designated Division of 
Boating and Waterways as the 
lead state agency to work with 
other state, local and federal agen-
cies in controlling water hyacinth 
in the Delta, its tributaries and the 
Suisun Marsh. The Egeria Densa 
Control Program was authorized 
by law in 1997 and treatment 
began in 2001. In 2012, sponge-
plant was authorized for control 
upon completion of the biologi-
cal assessment. In 2013, Division 
of Boating and Waterways’s juris-
diction expanded to include other 
invasive aquatic plants, and since 
then, other aquatic invasive plants 
such as Uruguay water primrose, 
Eurasian watermilfoil, Carolina 
fanwort, coontail, alligator weed 
and ribbon weed have been added 
to the Aquatic Invasion  Plant 
Control Program.

To report sightings, subscribe 
for program updates or for more 
information regarding the con-
trol program, connect online at 
dbw.parks.ca.gov/AIS, email a 
AIS@parks.ca.gov or phone at 
888-326-2822. 

Aquatic Invasive Plants’ Control Efforts Begin 

Starting March 20, the Division of Boating and Waterways will begin herbicide treatments. Photo  courtesy of California 
State Parks’ Division of Boating and  Waterways.

Los Rios Chancellor Brian King to Retire 

Los Rio Community 
College District 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
- Los Rios Community 
College District Chancellor 
Brian King will retire at 
the end of the 2025-26 aca-
demic year.

“Serving as the chancellor 
of the Los Rios Community 
College District has been 
the professional honor of 
my lifetime,” King said in 
a video message to faculty, 
staff and administrators at 
the four Los Rios colleges 
and district office. “I’m so 
proud of what our district 
has accomplished over the 
past 13 years.”

King joined Los Rios 
as chancellor in February 

2012 after an extensive 
national search by the Los 
Rios Board of Trustees. 
He is the ninth chancel-
lor in the 60-year history of 
the district. 

Under King’s leadership, 
Los Rios has raised more 
than $60 million through 
grant-seeking and fundrais-
ing efforts and seen marked 
improvements in student 
success. In the last 13 years, 
Los Rios has built or signifi-
cantly renovated more than a 
dozen major campus facili-
ties, seen enrollment grow to 
beyond pre-pandemic levels 
and expanded programs for 
students and employers in 
the Capital region. 

During his time at Los 
Rios, King has served in 
leadership roles in a num-
ber of significant local 
and statewide organiza-
tions, including serving as 
past president of the Chief 
Executive Officers of the 
Cal i fornia  Community 
Colleges Board.  King 
has been a member of the 
Sacramento Metro Chamber 
Board of Directors and 
the Greater Sacramento 
E c o n o m i c  C o u n c i l 

Executive Committee. King 
also served as co-chair 
of the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber ’s  Cap-to-Cap 
50th Anniversary and 
the past president of the 
Global Community College 
Leadership Network.

“The Board of Trustees 
is grateful for Chancellor 
K i n g ’s  1 3  y e a r s  o f 
skilled service,” said Los 
Rios Board of Trustees 
President Kelly Wilkerson. 
“Chancellor King has shep-
herded our district through 
tumultuous times, always 
keeping students at the fore-
front of his decision-making. 
His leadership and deep 
commitment to creating 
opportunity throughout the 
Sacramento region has left a 
lasting mark on Los Rios and 
the students we serve.”

The Los Rios Board of 
Trustees expects to imme-
diately begin the process 
of selecting a search firm 
to coordinate the recruit-
ment and hiring of King’s 
replacement. The search pro-
cess will begin this spring 
and continue into the 2025-
26 academic year with 
significant engagement from 

faculty, staff, students and 
the community.

“Though I’m announcing 
a timeline for my retirement 
today, this is far from good-
bye,” King said. “Fifteen 
months is a long time and 
we’ve got a lot of work to 
do to expand access to our 
colleges and help students, 
especially first- genera-
tion students and students 
of color, realize the promise 
of a college degree for their 
family and community.”

The Los Rios Community 
College District is the 
second-largest commu-
nity college district in 
California, according to 
the college district, serv-
ing the greater Sacramento 
region. American River, 
Cosumnes River, Folsom 
Lake and Sacramento City 
colleges; six major educa-
tion and outreach centers; 
and specialized workforce 
and economic develop-
ment programs for regional 
businesses, governments 
and organizations are in 
the district. 

For more information, 
go online to www.losrios.
edu. 

Chancellor Brian King

New Home Sales Rebounded in February
North State Building Industry 
Association  News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION (MPG) - 
Sacramento - area new home sales 
slowed during the first three weeks of 
February before coming back strong 
during the last week of the month, 
according to the North State Building 
Industry Association on March 11. 

Tim Murphy, the Building Industry 
Association’s president and CEO, 
attributed the late-month surge in part to 
mortgage interest rate trends.

“As markets adjusted to the pres-
idential transition, interest rates 
ticked upwards to a little over 7% in 
mid-January and then gradually eased 
downward,” Murphy said. “That decline 
accelerated in the latter part of February, 
which likely accounted for higher sales 
at the end of the month.”

Building Industry Association mem-
ber builders sold 521 new homes in the 
seven-county region in February, which 

was above the average for the month 
(505 sales) but below February sales 
totals reported in recent years. 

Sales were down 32% from February 
2024 (partly because that year was a 
five-week month) and down 21% from 
January (again, partly because that, too, 
was a five-week month). 

As mentioned, however, sales 
rebounded from 114 in the third week of 
February to 148 in the last week of the 
month, which was the best weekly sales 
total since the end of last August.

New home  communi t i e s  in 
Sacramento County reported the high-
est number of sales in February with 
269, due largely to the fact that there 
are far more open communities there 
than in other parts of the region. Placer 
County finished in second-place with 
154, followed by Yuba County with 49. 
Including adjacent Sutter County, the 
region reported 57 sales in all.

As is often the case, Roseville 
reported the most sales of any submarket 

with 80, followed by Rancho Cordova 
and Elk Grove, tied with 56 each. 
Sacramento was fourth with 33 and 
Plumas Lake fifth with 27. Rocklin came 
in sixth with 21, followed by Folsom 
with 20, Natomas with 17, and Lincoln 
and Antelope, which each saw 14 sales.  

Building Industry Association sta-
tistics include sales by members in 
Amador, El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento, 
Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties.

Representing more than 500 mem-
bers who provide 55,000 industry 
jobs, the North State Building Industry 
Association is committed to preserving 
and furthering the economic interests of 
its members, while working to enhance 
the industry's standing as a significant 
contributor to the regional economy. 
The association, founded in 1944, is 
comprised of builders, developers, 
subcontractors, suppliers and related 
professionals. 

For more information, visit online 
www.northstatebia.org. 

SMF Invests 
$2 Million in Public Art

Here is a rendering of “Riparian” by HUA Design Studios, one 
of the new permanent art installations planned at Sacramento 
International Airport. Photo courtesy of Sacramento International Airport

Sacramento 
International Airport 
News Release 

SACRAMENTO REGION, 
CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
International Airport (SMF) 
continues its public art pro-
gram with a $2-million 
investment in three perma-
nent art installations as part 
of its SMForward expansion. 

The artwork will be fea-
tured in the new pedestrian 
walkway, offering travelers 
an immersive and inspiring 
experience that reflects the 
region’s natural beauty, his-
tory and culture.

“These installations are a 
reflection of Sacramento’s 
vibrant history and com-
mitment to public art, 
which has the power to 
transform spaces and cre-
ate a sense of place,” said 
Sacramento County First 
District Supervisor Phil 
Serna. "These installations 
will celebrate Sacramento’s 
identity and enhance the 
journey for millions of trav-
elers who pass through SMF 
each year.”

The  se lec ted  works 
explore themes of migration, 
movement and connection, 
featuring large-scale sculp-
tures, intricate designs 
inspired by local land-
scapes and celestial-inspired 
imagery. 

One  in s t a l l a t i on  i s 
“Preserved Flight Path” 
by David Brooks, show-
casing avian flight paths in 
aluminum and endangered 
local bird sculptures in the 
Pedestrian Walkway Hub. 

The second installation is 
“Riparian” by HUA Design 
Studios (Huameng Yu & 
Louis Chinn), evoking the 
Natomas Basin’s habitat with 
thousands of suspended glass 
rondelles forming a murmura-
tion, geographic brass inlays 
and native plant motifs.

The third installation is 
“Blue Moon (Theia)” by 
John Roloff, transforming the 
walkway into a cosmic-in-
spired space with translucent 
lunar imagery and meteor-
ite-inspired flooring.

“Our goal in this art pro-
gram is to cultivate an 
unforgettable experience 
for every traveler,” said 
Sacramento County Director 
of Airports Cindy Nichol. 
“The artists will create a 
welcoming, inspiring envi-
ronment for travelers while 
celebrating our region’s cul-
ture, ecology, and spirit of 
innovation.”

The new selections join 
iconic sculptures such as 
“Leap,” the red rabbit in 
Terminal B and the giant 
whimsical luggage carts, 
“Samson,” in Terminal A.

The public art program 
is a key component of 
SMForward, the airport’s 
$1.4-billion expansion plan, 
which includes new parking, 
a pedestrian walkway and 
terminal improvements. The 
installations are expected 
to be completed alongside 
the new facilities, further 
establishing Sacramento 
International Airport as 
a gateway to Northern 
Cal i forn ia’s  c rea t iv i ty 
and diversity. 
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California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - The California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildl i fe  (CDFW) is 
excited to announce the 
launch of a web-based plat-
form called the California 
Inland Recreational Angler 
Survey (CIRAS), that will 
provide the public with 
helpful fishing information 
driven by data submitted 
by anglers. The platform 
can be found at CIRAS.
wildlife.ca.gov. 

The California Inland 
Rec rea t i ona l  Ang le r 
Survey is powered by 
anglers for anglers. It 
allows anglers to submit 
data regarding their fishing 
trips and provides imme-
diate access to aggregated 
sport fishing data through 
an interactive “Ready to 
Fish” dashboard. 

As  a  c rowdsourc -
ing platform, California 
I n l a n d  R e c r e a t i o n a l 
Angler Survey requires a 
high level of participation 
among the full spectrum of 
California inland anglers’ 
fishing interests to drive 
the quality of fishing infor-
mation it provides.

This  new technol-
ogy expands the reach of 
the state’s Angler Survey 
Boxes, a network of more 
than 200 metal angler 
survey boxes located 
throughout the state where 
anglers can record their 
fishing experiences on 
paper survey slips.

While the Angler Survey 
Boxes system is typi-
cally used to evaluate 
trout fisheries, the mod-
ern California Inland 
Rec rea t i ona l  Ang le r 
Survey platform will pro-
vide anglers with an 
opportunity to submit and 
interact with informa-
tion about any sport fish 
from any fishable inland 
or anadromous water in 
the state. 

This means data on addi-
tional locations and fish 
species will be more acces-
sible to the public than 
ever before.

Historic data from the 
survey box program will 
also be uploaded into 
the California Inland 
Rec rea t i ona l  Ang le r 
Survey providing imme-
diate utility for those 

fisheries while anglers 
begin to populate new 
locations and species data.

The web platform debuts 
its first phase for waters 
within CDFW’s North 
Central Region and will 
later be expanded state-
wide. While the new 
survey can be accessed 
using mobile devices, 
the platform currently 
requires internet connectiv-
ity to submit angling data. 
However, the state plans to 
incorporate off-line func-
tionality in future phases.

“The CIRAS project 
represents a new opportu-
nity for the state to better 
understand angler pref-
erences and performance 
of fisheries, while also 
allowing anglers to access 
information to plan their 
next fishing trip,” said 
CDFW Fisheries Branch 
Chief Jay Rowan. 

“By giving access to 
information that other 
anglers have entered into 
CIRAS, people will be 
able to see what species 
are present, catch rates, 
size distributions, and the 
time of year others are out 
catching fish. CIRAS also 
provides an opportunity 
for anglers to contribute 
directly to scientific work 
at CDFW, which will help 
us better manage the lakes 
and streams and improve 
fishing opportunities.” 

The state uses fish-
ing survey data submitted 
by anglers to inform man-
agement actions to protect 
fisheries and improve 
angling opportunities. These 
surveys collect data directly 
from anglers about the fish 
they catch (or don’t catch). 

Data collected from 
angler surveys can include 
the species of fish caught, 
general fishing location, 
and overall angling experi-
ence from a single fishing 
trip. This information can 
also serve as an alert for 
state scientists  when 
more robust surveys are 
necessary. This new tech-
nology will complement, 
rather than replace, more 
intensive assessments con-
ducted by trained staff.

The  s t a t e  encour-
ages anglers fishing in 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s North 
Central Region to contrib-
ute their catch information 
using this new platform. 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s North 
Central Region encom-
passes all or parts of 17 
counties, including Alpine, 
Amador, Butte, Calaveras, 
Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, 
Lake, Nevada, Placer, 
P lumas ,  Sac ramen to 
(east of Interstate 5), San 
Joaquin, Sierra, Sutter, 
Yolo (north of Interstate 
80), and Yuba. 

Sacramento City College 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Congratulations 
to  Sacramento  Ci ty 
College sophomore Joyce 

Mulumba for leading the 
nation in rebounding for 
the 2024-2025 season! 

Joyce Mulumba was the 
only player in the country 
to secure 500+ rebounds 
during the regular season 

of competition on any 
level of college bas-
ketball. This includes 
Na t iona l  Co l l eg i a t e 
Athle t ic  Associa t ion 
(NCAA) Divis ion-1 , 
N C A A D i v i s i o n - 2 , 
NCAA Division-3, NAIA, 
NJCAA and 3C2A. 

Mulumba totaled an 
astonishing 516 rebounds 
f o r  t h e  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5 
season and reached the 
1 ,000-rebound mi le -
stone for her young 
college career. 

Mulumba led the state 
(3C2A) in  rebound-
ing consecutively for 
two years and the BIG-8 
Conference  a t  18 .4 
rebounds per game for the 
2024-2025 season. 

Joyce Mulumba is the 
first player in program his-
tory at Sacramento City 
College to lead the nation 
in rebounding.  

University of California Davis 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) 
- The University of California 
(UC), Davis senior guard 
TY Johnson, one of the most 
dynamic two-way players in col-
lege basketball, was named to 
the All-Big West First Team on 
Tuesday, March 11, as announced 
by the conference.

-Johnson's selection marks 
the fourth consecutive year the 
Aggies have placed a player on 
the First Team. A model of con-
sistency, Johnson has earned 
conference recognition in each of 
his three seasons at UC Davis: an 
Honorable Mention in his debut 
2022-23 campaign, a Second 
Team nod in 2023-24 and now a 
First Team honor in 2024-25.

-The Chicago native has been 
the cornerstone of the Aggies' 
success this season, starting all 
31 games while averaging 21.2 
points, 4.2 rebounds, 2.7 assists 
and 2.3 steals per game. Johnson 
has led UC Davis in assists 15 
times this season and recorded 
three or more steals in 12 games, 
including a season-high six in 
a record-breaking performance 
against Cal Poly, where the 
Aggies forced 33 turnovers—the 
most in program history.

-Johnson's statistical profile 
this season places him in elite 

company, as he is the first qual-
ified player since Vanderbilt's 
Scotty Pippen Jr. in 2021-22 to 
rank in the 99th percentile in 
points per 40 minutes while also 
ranking in the 95th percentile or 
higher in steals per 40 minutes.

-Johnson burst onto the 
national scene early this season, 
leading the country in scoring 
at one point and earning a spot 
on the "Early Season" watch 
list for the Lou Henson Award, 
which honors the top mid-major 

player in college basketball. His 
21.2 points per game currently 
rank sixth nationally, and he 
has scored in double figures in 
29 games, including 21 perfor-
mances with 20 or more points 
and five games with 30 or more.

-Defensively, Johnson has 
been equally impactful, ranking 
10th nationally in total steals (72) 
and 15th in steals per game (2.3), 
both of which are second among 
Big West leaders.

Johnson solidified himself as 

the conference's premier two-
way standout, slotting in as the 
only player in the Big West this 
season to rank inside the top 
five in both points per game and 
steals per game.

Johnson notably opened the 
season with a career-high 35 
points against Washington, fol-
lowed by a 30-point outing 
against Idaho. Those efforts 
earned him Oscar Robertson 
National Player of the Week hon-
ors, one of the most prestigious 

weekly awards in college 
basketball.

In Big West play, Johnson ele-
vated his game even further, 
averaging 21.8 points per game. 
He matched his career-high with 
another 35-point performance at 
UC Santa Barbara on Jan. 18 and 
dropped 33 points against Long 
Beach State on Feb. 6.

His was recognized throughout 
conference play twice with Big 
West Player of the Week honors 
this season, bringing his career 
total to three.

Johnson also has etched his 
name throughout the UC Davis 
record books this season. He cur-
rently ranks fourth in program 
history in scoring (1,686 points, 
including 1,675 at UC Davis) and 
is one of only 26 Aggies to reach 
1,000 career points. He needs just 
19 points to tie for third all-time.

Defensively, Johnson is sec-
ond in career steals at UC Davis 
and holds the program's Division 
I single-season record with 72 
steals and counting this year. He 
also set a single-game program 
record with 18 free throws made 
against Long Beach State on Jan. 
11, breaking the previous mark of 
17 held by Fowzi Abdelsamad. 
Additionally, Johnson now holds 
every UC Davis free throw 
record, including most in a single 
season (175 and counting) and 
most in a career (464). 

TY Johnson Named to All-Big West First Team

UC Davis senior guard TY Johnson was named to the All-Big West First Team on March 11. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Athletics

Hornets Receive Crew 
of the Week Honors

On March 8, The Hornets' Varsity Eight was named the West Coast Conference Crew of the 
Week. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State University

Sacramento State university 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The 
Hornets' Varsity Eight was named the 
West Coast Conference Crew of the Week 
for the team's performance on March 8 
at the season-opening Sacramento State 
Invitational.

The Hornets joined the West Coast 
Conference this season, and took home the 
honor in their first week in the conference.

At the Sacramento State Invitational on 
Lake Natoma, the Hornets took home first 
place in a five-boat field, which included 
three other West Coast Conference teams. 

Despite racing with a crew that 

consisted of just two seniors, the Hornets 
finished with a winning time of 6:53.4, 
followed by Saint Mary's (6:57.5), 
Portland (7:04.3), Santa Clara (7:28.3) 
and Orange Coast College (7:43.5). The 
Hornets raced with 4-6 mph cross winds 
on the course.

Sacramento State's lineup in that 
race was, cox - Emma Goldsmith, 
stroke - Nieka Marais, seven - Valarie 
Reed, six - Kaylee Godwin, five - Daria 
Okhremtchuk, four - Ella Holmes, three 
- Mackenzie Murray, two - Ruth Brooks 
and bow - Harper Waring.

Sacramento State is scheduled to be 
back in action for the Hornet Invitational 
March 15 on Lake Natoma at 8:30 a.m. 

Mulumba Led the 
Nation in Rebounding 

Sacramento City College sophomore Joyce Mulumba led the 
nation in rebounding at the collegiate level, for the 2024-2025 
season. Photo courtesy of Sacramento City College

Using Tech to Improve 
Anglers’ Experience

The California Inland Recreational Angler Survey is a new 
web-based platform created by the state to provide helpful 
fishing information. Photo courtesy of the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • VACATION DESTINATIONS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Aladdin’s find
5. Reggae precursor
8. “Lights out” signal
12. Not good
13. Flock’s echo
14. ____ diet, a.k.a. 
caveman diet
15. Kind of jerk
16. *Southern and 
Southwestern U.S. 
region: Sun ____
17. Financial backer
18. *Switzerland’s skiing 
destination (2 words)
20. Ivan the Terrible, e.g.
21. Clint Eastwood’s 
“Play ____ for Me”
22. One in a pod
23. Wear out
26. Masculine
30. *Princess’ turf
31. Makes a sum (2 
words)
34. “He’s Just Not That 
____ You”
35. Dionysus’ pipe-play-
ing companion
37. Choose
38. Provide food
39. Answer from a 
tunnel
40. Virtual you
42. ____ Scare
43. Prickly plant
45. *Second “National 
Lampoon’s Vacation” 
destination
47. Biblical Adam’s 
partner
48. Cause and effect 
cycle?
50. Goals
52. *Jamaica and Cay-
man Islands location
56. Bert’s sidekick
57. Poet Pound
58. Hay bundle
59. “The Great Gatsby” 
author
60. Billiards relative
61. Theories
62. ____-deaf
63. Boar’s mate
64. Reason to cram

DOWN
1. Not more
2. Swear, not curse
3. Between mini and maxi
4. Bodily fluid
5. Small silvery fish
6. ____ G. of “SpongeBob 
SquarePants”
7. Aardvark’s repast
8. *Serengeti National Park 
location
9. Aquatic plant
10. Pressure inducer
11. *Costa del ____, Spain
13. Humiliated
14. Eucharistic plate
19. Fretted instrument
22. OB-GYN test
23. Balance sheet item
24. *Coastal destination
25. Policeman’s club in 
India
26. Cockapoo or Puggle, 
e.g.
27. Foreword
28. Make tea
29. Vast multitude
32. Peace symbol
33. *Rest and relaxation 
destination
36. *El Capitan and Half 
Dome location

38. Pigeon food?
40. Brewery order
41. Acrobatic move
44. Living room center-
piece?
46. Velveteen creature
48. Type of membrano-
phone
49. Cupid’s ammo
50. Gas station brand
51. Aware of a secret (2 
words)
52. Porcinos
53. “At ____, soldier”
54. Charitable contribution
55. Hawk’s aerie, e.g.
56. Time in NYC

COMICS & PUZZLES

California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - The California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildl i fe  (CDFW) is 
excited to announce the 
launch of a web-based plat-
form called the California 
Inland Recreational Angler 
Survey (CIRAS), that will 
provide the public with 
helpful fishing information 
driven by data submitted 
by anglers. The platform 
can be found at CIRAS.
wildlife.ca.gov. 

The California Inland 
Rec rea t i ona l  Ang le r 
Survey is powered by 
anglers for anglers. It 
allows anglers to submit 
data regarding their fishing 
trips and provides imme-
diate access to aggregated 
sport fishing data through 
an interactive “Ready to 
Fish” dashboard. 

As  a  c rowdsourc -
ing platform, California 
I n l a n d  R e c r e a t i o n a l 
Angler Survey requires a 
high level of participation 
among the full spectrum of 
California inland anglers’ 
fishing interests to drive 
the quality of fishing infor-
mation it provides.

This  new technol-
ogy expands the reach of 
the state’s Angler Survey 
Boxes, a network of more 
than 200 metal angler 
survey boxes located 
throughout the state where 
anglers can record their 
fishing experiences on 
paper survey slips.

While the Angler Survey 
Boxes system is typi-
cally used to evaluate 
trout fisheries, the mod-
ern California Inland 
Rec rea t i ona l  Ang le r 
Survey platform will pro-
vide anglers with an 
opportunity to submit and 
interact with informa-
tion about any sport fish 
from any fishable inland 
or anadromous water in 
the state. 

This means data on addi-
tional locations and fish 
species will be more acces-
sible to the public than 
ever before.

Historic data from the 
survey box program will 
also be uploaded into 
the California Inland 
Rec rea t i ona l  Ang le r 
Survey providing imme-
diate utility for those 

fisheries while anglers 
begin to populate new 
locations and species data.

The web platform debuts 
its first phase for waters 
within CDFW’s North 
Central Region and will 
later be expanded state-
wide. While the new 
survey can be accessed 
using mobile devices, 
the platform currently 
requires internet connectiv-
ity to submit angling data. 
However, the state plans to 
incorporate off-line func-
tionality in future phases.

“The CIRAS project 
represents a new opportu-
nity for the state to better 
understand angler pref-
erences and performance 
of fisheries, while also 
allowing anglers to access 
information to plan their 
next fishing trip,” said 
CDFW Fisheries Branch 
Chief Jay Rowan. 

“By giving access to 
information that other 
anglers have entered into 
CIRAS, people will be 
able to see what species 
are present, catch rates, 
size distributions, and the 
time of year others are out 
catching fish. CIRAS also 
provides an opportunity 
for anglers to contribute 
directly to scientific work 
at CDFW, which will help 
us better manage the lakes 
and streams and improve 
fishing opportunities.” 

The state uses fish-
ing survey data submitted 
by anglers to inform man-
agement actions to protect 
fisheries and improve 
angling opportunities. These 
surveys collect data directly 
from anglers about the fish 
they catch (or don’t catch). 

Data collected from 
angler surveys can include 
the species of fish caught, 
general fishing location, 
and overall angling experi-
ence from a single fishing 
trip. This information can 
also serve as an alert for 
state scientists  when 
more robust surveys are 
necessary. This new tech-
nology will complement, 
rather than replace, more 
intensive assessments con-
ducted by trained staff.

The  s t a t e  encour-
ages anglers fishing in 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s North 
Central Region to contrib-
ute their catch information 
using this new platform. 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s North 
Central Region encom-
passes all or parts of 17 
counties, including Alpine, 
Amador, Butte, Calaveras, 
Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, 
Lake, Nevada, Placer, 
P lumas ,  Sac ramen to 
(east of Interstate 5), San 
Joaquin, Sierra, Sutter, 
Yolo (north of Interstate 
80), and Yuba. 

Sacramento City College 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA 
(MPG) - Congratulations 
to  Sacramento  Ci ty 
College sophomore Joyce 

Mulumba for leading the 
nation in rebounding for 
the 2024-2025 season! 

Joyce Mulumba was the 
only player in the country 
to secure 500+ rebounds 
during the regular season 

of competition on any 
level of college bas-
ketball. This includes 
Na t iona l  Co l l eg i a t e 
Athle t ic  Associa t ion 
(NCAA) Divis ion-1 , 
N C A A D i v i s i o n - 2 , 
NCAA Division-3, NAIA, 
NJCAA and 3C2A. 

Mulumba totaled an 
astonishing 516 rebounds 
f o r  t h e  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5 
season and reached the 
1 ,000-rebound mi le -
stone for her young 
college career. 

Mulumba led the state 
(3C2A) in  rebound-
ing consecutively for 
two years and the BIG-8 
Conference  a t  18 .4 
rebounds per game for the 
2024-2025 season. 

Joyce Mulumba is the 
first player in program his-
tory at Sacramento City 
College to lead the nation 
in rebounding.  

University of California Davis 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) 
- The University of California 
(UC), Davis senior guard 
TY Johnson, one of the most 
dynamic two-way players in col-
lege basketball, was named to 
the All-Big West First Team on 
Tuesday, March 11, as announced 
by the conference.

-Johnson's selection marks 
the fourth consecutive year the 
Aggies have placed a player on 
the First Team. A model of con-
sistency, Johnson has earned 
conference recognition in each of 
his three seasons at UC Davis: an 
Honorable Mention in his debut 
2022-23 campaign, a Second 
Team nod in 2023-24 and now a 
First Team honor in 2024-25.

-The Chicago native has been 
the cornerstone of the Aggies' 
success this season, starting all 
31 games while averaging 21.2 
points, 4.2 rebounds, 2.7 assists 
and 2.3 steals per game. Johnson 
has led UC Davis in assists 15 
times this season and recorded 
three or more steals in 12 games, 
including a season-high six in 
a record-breaking performance 
against Cal Poly, where the 
Aggies forced 33 turnovers—the 
most in program history.

-Johnson's statistical profile 
this season places him in elite 

company, as he is the first qual-
ified player since Vanderbilt's 
Scotty Pippen Jr. in 2021-22 to 
rank in the 99th percentile in 
points per 40 minutes while also 
ranking in the 95th percentile or 
higher in steals per 40 minutes.

-Johnson burst onto the 
national scene early this season, 
leading the country in scoring 
at one point and earning a spot 
on the "Early Season" watch 
list for the Lou Henson Award, 
which honors the top mid-major 

player in college basketball. His 
21.2 points per game currently 
rank sixth nationally, and he 
has scored in double figures in 
29 games, including 21 perfor-
mances with 20 or more points 
and five games with 30 or more.

-Defensively, Johnson has 
been equally impactful, ranking 
10th nationally in total steals (72) 
and 15th in steals per game (2.3), 
both of which are second among 
Big West leaders.

Johnson solidified himself as 

the conference's premier two-
way standout, slotting in as the 
only player in the Big West this 
season to rank inside the top 
five in both points per game and 
steals per game.

Johnson notably opened the 
season with a career-high 35 
points against Washington, fol-
lowed by a 30-point outing 
against Idaho. Those efforts 
earned him Oscar Robertson 
National Player of the Week hon-
ors, one of the most prestigious 

weekly awards in college 
basketball.

In Big West play, Johnson ele-
vated his game even further, 
averaging 21.8 points per game. 
He matched his career-high with 
another 35-point performance at 
UC Santa Barbara on Jan. 18 and 
dropped 33 points against Long 
Beach State on Feb. 6.

His was recognized throughout 
conference play twice with Big 
West Player of the Week honors 
this season, bringing his career 
total to three.

Johnson also has etched his 
name throughout the UC Davis 
record books this season. He cur-
rently ranks fourth in program 
history in scoring (1,686 points, 
including 1,675 at UC Davis) and 
is one of only 26 Aggies to reach 
1,000 career points. He needs just 
19 points to tie for third all-time.

Defensively, Johnson is sec-
ond in career steals at UC Davis 
and holds the program's Division 
I single-season record with 72 
steals and counting this year. He 
also set a single-game program 
record with 18 free throws made 
against Long Beach State on Jan. 
11, breaking the previous mark of 
17 held by Fowzi Abdelsamad. 
Additionally, Johnson now holds 
every UC Davis free throw 
record, including most in a single 
season (175 and counting) and 
most in a career (464). 

TY Johnson Named to All-Big West First Team

UC Davis senior guard TY Johnson was named to the All-Big West First Team on March 11. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Athletics

Hornets Receive Crew 
of the Week Honors

On March 8, The Hornets' Varsity Eight was named the West Coast Conference Crew of the 
Week. Photo courtesy of Sacramento State University

Sacramento State university 
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - The 
Hornets' Varsity Eight was named the 
West Coast Conference Crew of the Week 
for the team's performance on March 8 
at the season-opening Sacramento State 
Invitational.

The Hornets joined the West Coast 
Conference this season, and took home the 
honor in their first week in the conference.

At the Sacramento State Invitational on 
Lake Natoma, the Hornets took home first 
place in a five-boat field, which included 
three other West Coast Conference teams. 

Despite racing with a crew that 

consisted of just two seniors, the Hornets 
finished with a winning time of 6:53.4, 
followed by Saint Mary's (6:57.5), 
Portland (7:04.3), Santa Clara (7:28.3) 
and Orange Coast College (7:43.5). The 
Hornets raced with 4-6 mph cross winds 
on the course.

Sacramento State's lineup in that 
race was, cox - Emma Goldsmith, 
stroke - Nieka Marais, seven - Valarie 
Reed, six - Kaylee Godwin, five - Daria 
Okhremtchuk, four - Ella Holmes, three 
- Mackenzie Murray, two - Ruth Brooks 
and bow - Harper Waring.

Sacramento State is scheduled to be 
back in action for the Hornet Invitational 
March 15 on Lake Natoma at 8:30 a.m. 

Mulumba Led the 
Nation in Rebounding 

Sacramento City College sophomore Joyce Mulumba led the 
nation in rebounding at the collegiate level, for the 2024-2025 
season. Photo courtesy of Sacramento City College

Using Tech to Improve 
Anglers’ Experience

The California Inland Recreational Angler Survey is a new 
web-based platform created by the state to provide helpful 
fishing information. Photo courtesy of the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife
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By Patsy McGavock

CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA (MPG) - 
To combat persistent blood 
shortages in California, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints partners 
with Vitalant every three 
months. 

Community members are 
invited to donate from 2 to 5 
p.m. Thursday, March 27 at 
7009 Van Maren Lane, Citrus 
Heights to help strengthen the 
local blood supply and raise 
awareness about the critical 
need for regular donations.

Every two seconds, some-
one in the United States 
requires blood, underscor-
ing the constant demand 
for this lifesaving resource. 
While 38% of the population 
is eligible to donate, only 
about 3% do, leading to fre-
quent shortages, according 

to the National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute. Even a 
few new regular donors can 
make a difference.

Vitalant, which serves 
approximately 900 hospi-
tals nationwide, has been 
addressing these shortages. 
In 2023, the organization 
collected more than 1.6 mil-
lion donations from 610,000 
donors at 24,600 community 
blood drives and about 115 
donation centers, resulting 
in 2.1 million blood compo-
nents for patients in need.

Blood centers nationwide 
have seen donations decline 
as a lingering result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
rise of remote work ended 
many workplace-based drives.

“Many people have fallen 
out of the routine and we need 
them,” said Stephanie Kresse, 
a Vitalant account manager. 

The Citrus Heights com-
munity blood drive aims to 
help close that gap by bring-
ing the donation team closer 
to residents. For those unable 
to donate on March 27, 
Vitalant also operates cen-
ters in Fair Oaks, Folsom, 
Roseville and Sacramento 
with flexible hours through-
out the week.

To participate in the March 
27 blood drive, schedule an 
appointment at donors.vita-
lant.org using the blood drive 
code SMFR048 or call 877-
258-4825. Appointments 
are encouraged to ensure a 
smooth donation experience 
but walk-ins are welcome.

“We encourage donors to 
review Vitalant’s guidelines 
to ensure they meet the health 
qualifications” said Mike 
Petterborg, a church volun-
teer organizing the event. 
“We hope to collect 30 units 
of blood at each drive, though 
we often bring in about 20.”

Vi ta lant  emphas izes 
that the donation process 
is safe, quick and reward-
ing. Individuals who have 
received a COVID-19 vac-
cine or recovered from the 
virus might be eligible to 
donate, provided they meet 
specific criteria.

Those unable to donate 
can still make an impact. 
Businesses and community 
organizations with avail-
able space can host a blood 
drive to help meet ongoing 
demand. Learn more at vita-
lant.org/host-a-blood-drive. 
Your contribution today can 
make a life-changing differ-
ence tomorrow.� 

ARC Swimmers Set Record 
at Cuesta Meet

The American River College women's swim team finished in first-place at the Cuesta Invite on 
March 7. Courtesy photo

Americanriver.prestosports.com

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The American 
River College women's swim team trav-
eled to San Luis Obispo on March 7 and 
finished in first-place by more than 100 
points in the 20-team invite hosted by 
Cuesta College.  

The American River College’s Beavers 
dominated the meet, winning four of the 
five relays and setting a new school record 
in the 200 Medley Relay in a time of 
1:51.60 (Mia Verwoest, Amber Inderkum, 
Caitlin Wham and Audrey Ng).  

American River College freshman 
Wham won four events: the 50 free in 
24.98, 200 Free in 1:55.99, the 100 Fly in 

57.50 and the 200 Fly in 2:08.73, resetting 
her own school record in this event.  

Sophomore Ng won both distance 
events, the 500 Free in 5:25.30 and the 
1650 Free in 19:08.23, in her first time 
swimming the event.  

Sophomore Verwoest contributed to the 
wins in the 100 Back in a time of 59.50.

Freshman teammate Inderkum finished 
second in the 100 Breast with a time of 
1:11.26.  

All American River College swimmers 
had multiple season best swims, including 
the mile crew. Multiple swimmers dropped 
more than 30 seconds in their 1650 Free 
races.  Collectively, it was a successful 
meet for the entire women's team.� 

Bunny Spring Festival for All Ages

Image by Mohamed Hassan from Pixabay

FAIR OAKS, CA (MPG) 
- Mark your calen-

dars for the free Bunny 
Hop Bop Spring 
Festival at Madison 
Marketplace from 

1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
April 13. 

Madison 
M a r k e t p l a c e  i s 

located at the inter-
section of Hazel 
A v e n u e  a n d 

Madison Avenue in 
Fair Oaks at 8874 Madison Ave. 

The free activities will be held along 

Madison Avenue at Madison Marketplace 
in Fair Oaks. Family fun includes face 
painting and bounce house play.

Take a keepsake photo with the cos-
tumed character Easter Bunny and find it 
posted on Facebook.  

Event attendees aged 18 or older can 
enter the raffle drawings for the chance to 
win prizes.  

There will also be deejay music.
Visit madisonmarketplace.com and 

become a MadisonMarketplaceFairOaks 
Facebook Friend to learn about events 
and shopping specials at the open-air 
shopping center.� 

Vitalant, which serves approximately 900 hospitals 
nationwide, will hold a blood drive from 2 to 5 p.m. Thursday, 
March 27 at 7009 Van Maren Lane, Citrus Heights. Photo courtesy 
of Vitalant

Blood Drive Aims to Combat 
Shortages

Rosie Buck is Woman of the Year

Assemblyman Josh Hoover presents his Woman of the Year award to community leader Rosie 
Buck. Carmichael Park staff and supporters applaud. A formal ceremony at the Capitol’s State 
Assembly crowned the honor.

Story and photo 
by Susan Maxwell Skinner

CARMICHAEL, CA (MPG) - Assemblyman 
Josh Hoover has chosen community leader 
Rosie Buck as his 2025 Woman of the 
Year.

The award cements Buck’s repute as a 
District 7 mover and shaker. In conjunction 
with National Women’s Month, senators 
and assembly members nationwide have 
bestowed similar honors on exemplary 
women.

Californian honorees last week con-
verged on the Capitol from throughout 
the state. Fair Oaks resident Buck joined 
a formal parade into the Assembly's 
green-carpeted Chamber. On Hoover’s 
arm, Buck heard her achievements 
read aloud. Politicians and the public 
applauded. 

“Some amazing women were being hon-
ored,” Buck marveled. “I couldn't believe I 
was among them.” 

The ceremony followed lunch at 
Prelude, a favored hobnobbing spot for 
politicians, hosted by the District 7 leader. 

“Having known Rosie since my (2022) 
election, I couldn’t think of anyone more 
deserving of the award,” Hoover said. 
“She’s a business owner who is really giv-
ing back. Her efforts are of huge benefit to 
the community.”

Woman of the Year Buck recently began 
a second year as Carmichael Chamber of 
Commerce president. The 36-year-old also 
sits on Carmichael’s Improvement District 
Board. Buck organizes public events in 

her role as a Carmichael Parks Foundation 
director. 

She's also a Kiwanis member and an 
Elks Lodge member. 

Buck and her mechanic husband, Jeff 
Buck, provide curriculum feedback 
and internships for the San Juan School 
District. In addition, the supermom does 
daily lunchbox prep and chauffeur duties 
for 7-year-old son, Archer.

Assemblyman Hoover last year named 
Buck Family Automotive, owned by 
the couple, as a “Small Business of the 
Month” winner. 

“My office represents many commu-
nities in our region,” Hoover said. “We 
see Rosie at lots of events. She’s every-
where. She has tremendous energy and 
organizational skill. I’m in awe of how 
much this young woman does as a volun-
teer, along with being a mom, a wife and a 
businesswoman.”

The 5-feet, 2-inches dynamo encoun-
tered Hoover’s award as a “delightful 
surprise and a proud moment” in her 
action-packed life.

“I’m deeply honored,” Buck said. “I love 
representing my community. I didn’t tell 
many people when I learned I was Woman 
of the Year. When my friends found out, 
they were thrilled for me.

“At the Capitol ceremony, it was great to 
have my husband and my mom applaud-
ing from the public gallery. They were so 
proud. I was a bit teary and I couldn’t stop 
smiling,” Buck added. “But I really felt it 
was our community that was being hon-
ored.”� 

Families can enjoy a free children's egg hunt, craft and activity stations, a petting zoo and 
photos with the Bunny. Photo courtesy of Fair Oaks Recreation and Park District

Two Family-Friendly Events 
Coming to Fair Oaks This April

Fair Oaks Recreation 
and Park District 
News Release 

FAIR OAKS, CA (MPG) - Mark 
your calendars for two 
beloved annual Fair Oaks 
Recreation and Park District 
events in Fair Oaks. Easter 
Eggstravaganza returns on 
April 19, followed by the 
Kid’s Art Festival on April 
26, both promising fun for 
the whole family.

The cher ished Fair 
Oaks tradition, Easter 
Eggstravaganza, happens 
rain or shine on Friday, 
April 19, from 9 a.m. to 
noon at Fair Oaks Park 
(11549 Fair Oaks Blvd.). 
This festive event is pre-
sented by the Fair Oaks 
Recreation & Park District 
and proudly sponsored by 
Sunrise Community Church 
and Big Mountain Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc.

Families can enjoy a 
free children's egg hunt, 
craft and activity stations, 

a petting zoo, and photos 
with the Bunny. Want to 
add even more excitement? 
For a nominal fee, teens 
(ages 13 to 17) and adults 
(ages 18-plus) can partici-
pate in the Teen and Adult 
Prize Egg Hunts (pre-pur-
chase required). Skip the 
line for Pictures with the 
Bunny with a $10 Fast Pass 
(pre-purchase required). 
Plus, enjoy vendors, food 
trucks, and pay-to-play 
activities such as face 
painting!

Celebrate creativity at 
the Kid’s Art Festival, a 
free community event pre-
sented by the Fair Oaks 
Recreation & Park District 
and the San Juan Unified 
School District. The festival 
takes place on Friday, April 
26, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Fair Oaks Park (11549 Fair 
Oaks Blvd.).

Families and children of 
all ages will enjoy a day 
immersed in the arts with 
make-and-take art stations, 
dance and music perfor-
mances, elementary-high 
school art show, food trucks 
and more.

Don’t forget to wear 
clothes that can get messy. 
A special thank you to the 
Kid’s Art Festival spon-
sors, Community Health 
Centers of America and 
the Sacramento Fine Arts 
Center, for helping make 
this event possible.

For more information on 
both events, visit forpd.org/
events.� 

Easter Eggstravaganza is 
happening rain or shine on 
Friday, April 19 from 9 a.m. to 
noon at Fair Oaks Park. Photo 
courtesy of Fair Oaks Recreation and 
Park District


