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See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the 
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks 
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523   |   LiftMaster.com   |   Wi-Fi® is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

Text to go here 

More text 

Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com
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Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com

GARAGE DOOR EXPERTS
Call or visit our website today

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-4522   •    www.mygaragedoor.comFamily-Owned since 1992

Your trusted local professional service & installer.
UNMATCHED REPUTATION, OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Welcome Spring with a Fresh, Clean Home! 

As the remnants of  win-
ter recede and the warmth of  
the sun welcomes the onset of  
spring, the annual tradition of  
spring cleaning beckons home-
owners and businesses alike. 
At the forefront of  transform-
ing residential and commercial 
properties to their peak beauty 
stands Under Pressure, a name 
synonymous with excellence in 
soft washing and exterior clean-
ing services for over 25 years. 

Through decades of  experi-
ence, Under Pressure has not 
only perfected the art of  gen-
tle, effective exterior cleaning, 
but has also cultivated a deep-
rooted passion for revitalizing 
homes and properties. Our 
work goes beyond enhancing 
appearances—we aim to re-
store the pride and joy home-
owners feel when they see their 
property at its best. Every nook 

and cranny deserves a fresh 
start, and Under Pressure is 
here to make it happen. 

Wash Away Winter & Step 
Into Spring! 

The fleeting New England 
seasons remind us how precious 

outdoor living can be. After a 
long winter, mold, grime, and 
dirt can dull the beauty of  your 
home, making your exterior look 
less than lucky this time of  year! 
That’s where Under Pressure 
comes in: 

• House Washing – Say good-
bye to dirt, algae, and buildup 

• Deck & Patio Cleaning – 
Make your outdoor spaces 
fresh and inviting 

• Window Cleaning – Let the 
sunshine (and rainbows) in 
this spring 

As you prepare for longer 
days and warmer nights, you are 
encouraged to rejuvenate your 
outdoor spaces—embellish your 
patio with potted plants, enjoy 
your morning coffee in a clean, 
fresh setting, and reconnect with 
nature in a beautifully main-
tained environment. 

Their Legacy: 25 Years of 
Excellence & Trust 

At Under Pressure, they be-
lieve in more than just clean-
ing—they believe in building 

lasting relationships with their 
clients. Their team of  dedi-
cated exterior cleaning spe-
cialists takes great pride in 
restoring homes, witnessing 
the satisfaction of  homeowners 
as they see the transformation 
from weathered to wonderful. 

Each year, as spring ap-
proaches, their schedule fills 
up fast with customers eager 
to wash away winter and wel-
come a fresh start. To ensure 
your home is season-ready, 
they recommend booking 
early—before the spring rush! 

This season, let Under Pres-
sure unveil the hidden beauty 
of  your home. With over 25 
years of  expertise, they are 
here to help you embrace the 
joy of  a clean, revitalized prop-
erty. 

Call our Spring Spruce UP 
team at 508-944-6644 or con-
tact us online at underpres-
surewash.com to arrange your 
service and step into a season 
of  beauty, clarity, and renewal!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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EXTERIOR EXTERIOR 

Roof Treatments Roof Treatments 

House  Soft Washing House  Soft Washing 

WE CLEAN WINDOWS, GUTTERS AND MORE 

508-944-6644

SERVICES: SERVICES: 

CLEANINGCLEANING EXPERTS EXPERTS 

A GENTLE CLEANING THAT REMOVES
MILDEW AND YEARS OF ORGANIC

STAINING, MAKING YOUR HOME SHINE.

THE THE 

www.underpressurewash.com

Patio  Cleaning Patio  Cleaning 

Get A Fast Quote 

OUR SAFE ROOF CLEANING SERVICES
WILL BRING YOUR SHINGLES  

BACK TO LIFE.
  

DON’T REPLACE IT - REVIVE IT 

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS MORE THIS SPRING
WITH OUR PATIO CLEANING AND

RESTORATION SERVICES. REMOVE YEARS
OF BUILD UP. 
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MESS
STRESS

THE

950 Chestnut St., Franklin   •   1276 Worcester St., Rte 9, Natick
508-520-2632   •   FlooringAmerica1.com   

0% INTEREST*

 IF PAID IN 18 MONTHS
*Details In Store

For All Your 
Plumbing Needs

Call today!

508-918-4648
Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Spring has sprung, now it’s time for cleaning 
and home maintenance 
By Theresa Knapp 

The days are getting longer, 
rain has replaced snow, and soon 
we’ll be spending more time 
outside, so now is the time to as-
sess possible winter damage and 
make a plan for repairs. 

Homeowners should pay par-
ticular attention to their roofs, 
says Dermott Larkin of  West-

wood Insurance.
"Roof  claims are the number 

one insurance problem for insur-
ance companies these days," said 
Larkin. "Generally speaking, 
for any new policy written now, 
the company is going to inspect 
your house and one of  the first 
things they're going to look at is 
the roof."

In addition to missing shin-

gles and moss growth on the 
roof, Larkin says when insurance 
companies are inspecting homes, 
also issues that could affect your 
insurability are peeling and chip-
ping paint, rot around window-
sills, excessive debris in the yard 
and against the house as prob-
lematic.   

Larkin says another consider-
ation for homeowners is a home 

security system, specifically a 
central station alarm, which is 
monitored 24/7/365, and the 
company alerts you (or the po-
lice) when the alarm is triggered. 
"A central station alarm can save 
you 15% to 20% on a policy." 

Here is a list of  items to con-
sider: 
Outdoor Maintenance

• Inspect roof  & gutters – 
Check for winter damage, 
missing shingles, clean out 
gutters and downspouts 

• Check for winter damage – 
Look for cracks in driveway, 
sidewalks, foundation

• Lawn & garden prep – Rake 
leaves; aerate, fertilize, seed 
lawn; trim trees, shrubs near 
house

• Drainage – Improve drainage 
around house 

• Service yard equipment – 
Tune-up lawnmower and 
other gardening tools; winter-
ize snowblower 

• Inspect & clean outdoor fur-
niture – Pressure wash and 
freshen up patio furniture

• Grill – Deep clean grill, in-
spect for damage, clear area 
of  debris, fuel up 

• Pool – Schedule pool opening, 
maintenance contract

• Air condenser – Remove de-
bris around AC condenser 

Home Exterior

• Pressure wash the exterior 
– Clean siding, walkways, 
decks, pool areas

• Paint – Touch up house, out-
buildings as necessary

• Accessways – Ensure railings, 
stairs, ramps are sturdy 

• Check windows & screens – 
Clean windows, inspect for 
drafts, replace/repair screens; 
replace storm doors/windows 
with screens 

• Inspect & seal wood decks – 
Stain or reseal wood to pre-
vent rot

•Fencing – Repair damage, sta-
bilize, seal as needed

• Sprinkler system & hoses – 
Look for leaks and adjust 
sprinkler heads, reattach 
hoses, turn on outdoor water

• Septic system – Schedule 
maintenance if  you’re due 

NEW ENGLAND NEW ENGLAND 
REGLAZEREGLAZE

NOWNOW  

$349$349
COLOR, TRAVEL, MAY APPLY.

www.newenglandwww.newenglandreglazereglaze.com.com

WE DO ANY TUB!
CALL NOW CALL NOW 

617-895-7771617-895-7771

DON’T REPLACE YOUR OLD TUB, REGLAZE IT! 
TUBS, TILE SINKS AND MUCH MORE

SAVE  

$100  
WITH AD

Reg. $449

Home improvement 
advice from an 

insurance agent
• Maintain roof
• Install central station 

alarm 
• Install/stabilize railings 

on decks, porches, etc. (any-
thing with 3 or more steps)   
• Never waive a home 

inspection when buying a 
new home 

-Dermott Larkin, 
Westwood Insurance

MAINTENANCE
continued on page 7 
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EXPERT TREE CARE
• Tree Removals 
• Tree Pruning & Trimming 
• Emergency Services 
• Storm Damage 
• Lot Clearing 
• Stump Grinding

H Reliable Service Since 1996

H FREE Estimates 

H All Calls Returned 

H DISCOUNTS 
for Senior Citizens & Veterans 

H All Major Credit Cards Accepted

508-928-3080 
INFO@AMERICANCLIMBERS.COM

AMERICANCLIMBERS.COM

FULLY INSURED $2,000,000 Liability & Workers’ Comp Top Rated on Angie’s List

Mention this Ad for a HOMETOWN DISCOUNT

Facebook
5-STAR RATING
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24 Hour Emergency Support

508-435-3381 • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1920

$$1010 O OFFFF
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

with same-day payment

LICENSED
TITLE 5

INSPECTOR

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE

WHEN YOU NEED ACCESSIBILITY 
AMRAMP IS THERE

WHEELCHAIR RAMPS, STAIR LIFTS, AND MORE 
FOR A FREE HOME EVALUATION CALL OR VISIT

888-715-7598 | AMRAMP.COM

Attract winged 
friends with these 
bird feeders 

Birds are beautiful creatures 
that can make a lawn and garden 
feel even more serene. Providing 
snacks to supplement what birds 
naturally find in the wild guaran-
tees up close and personal inter-
actions with the scores of  species 
that call neighborhoods home. 

Bird feeders are particularly 
important in colder climates and 
during wintertime when food 
may be scarce. Keeping birds 

well fed helps them survive over 
winter and continue to repopu-
late in the spring. Bird feeding 
isn’t all for the birds, either. Ash-
ley Dayer, an associate professor 
in the Department of  Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation at Vir-
ginia Tech, argues that feeding 
birds also is a benefit to humans 
because it stimulates compassion 
for the animals.

The type of  bird feeder a per-
son places in the yard determines 
which species may be drawn to 
the property. The following are 
various types of  feeders to con-
sider.

Suet feeders
Suet cakes are high-energy 

food sources that attract birds like 
woodpeckers and nuthatches. 
They are particularly benefi-
cial in colder months or regions 
where birds need extra fat for 
energy. These cage-like feed-
ers snap around the rectangular 
suet cake and hang from a pole 
or tree.

Ground feeder
Ground feeders are simple 

screen-bottomed trays that sit 
several inches off of  the ground 
or on a deck to help keep seeds 
and grain from coming in con-

tact with droppings. Ground 
feeders are a favorite of  juncos, 
sparrows, goldfinches, and cardi-
nals, among others.

Sugar water feeder
These feeders come in differ-

ent shapes, from tubes to round 
dishes, and are magnets to hum-
mingbirds. They typically have 
red coloring to be more attractive 
to those high-speed flyers.

Nyjer bird feeder
Small birds like gold-

finches love to dine on 
nyjer seeds, which are tiny, 
black thistle seeds. These 
feeders are tube-shaped 
mesh socks designed to 
hold this specific seed. The 
small feeding ports prevent 
seed waste and cater to the 
small beaks of  finches.

Hopper bird feeder
These are the feeders many 

people think of  when they envi-
sion bird feeders. Hopper bird 
feeders hold a large amount of  
seed and often have a roof  or a 
design that mimics a house or 
barn. The covered design helps 
to keep seeds dry and might 
be the best hanging feeder for 
people who live in areas with a 
lot of  rain. Hoppers will attract 
blue jays, grackles, cardinals, and 
blackbirds.

Tube feeders
Tube feeders will attract an 

array of  birds. They are cylindri-
cal in shape with various ports to 
enable birds to perch and feed.

Window and smart bird 
feeders

These types of  bird feeders at-
tach to windows to allow home-
owners to view the birds up close. 
Smart varieties have cameras on 
the feeders that will send a feed 
via an app to a smart phone or 
computer. Some even may iden-
tify the bird species on the feeder 
at any given point in time.

Bird feeders provide enjoy-
ment for bird watchers and nu-
tritious food various species.
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A complete feeding program that controls weeds, prepares lawns for winter,
adjusts soil pH, reduces soil compaction, and stimulates soil microbes.

5,000 sq. ft. Program

$XX.XX
15,000 sq. ft. Program

$XXX.XX

1 2 3 4
USE THE ONLY ANNUAL LAWN PROGRAM THAT FEEDS BOTH.

USE THE ONLY ANNUAL LAWN PROGRAM
THAT FEEDS BOTH.

528 W Central St, 
Franklin, MA 02038

(508) 541-6900

5,000 sq. ft. 
Program

$89•99

5,000 sq. ft. 
Crabgrass for Seeding

$128•99

15,000 sq. ft. 
Program

$224•99

15,000 sq. ft. 
Crabgrass for Seeding

$330•99

A complete program that:
• Feeds lawns
• Controls weeds
• Adjusts soil pH
• Loosens hard soil

1 2 3 4

Apply in EARLY SPRING
Veri-Green Crabgrass Preventer 

to feed the lawn and provide 
season-long crabgrass prevention.

Apply in LATE SPRING 
Veri-Green Weed & Feed 

to feed the lawn and kill over 250 
broadleaf weeds like dandelions, 

chickweed, clover, and oxalis.

Apply in FALL 
Winter Survival Fall Lawn Food 

to feed the lawn and help prepare it against the 
long, harsh winter ahead. Early fall seeding works 

best, apply Winter Survival Fall Lawn Food 
the same day before applying grass seed.

Apply in SUMMER 
Mag-I-Cal Plus 
to adjust soil pH, 

loosen hard soil and activate
the soil microbial life.

A complete feeding program that controls weeds, prepares lawns for winter,
adjusts soil pH, reduces soil compaction, and stimulates soil microbes.
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SAve 
$10

                                   Per Gallon

Woodluxe 694 Series

Black Beauty
Ultra 

SALE $9099
25 Lb. Bag

Black Beauty
Sun & Shade Mix 

SALE $8999
25 Lb. Bag

Black Beauty
Patcher 

SALE $2199
3 Lb. Jug

Black Beauty
Ultra 

SALE $3699
7 Lb. Bag

Black Beauty
Sun & Shade Mix 

SALE $3599
7 Lb. Bag

Sale Prices Valid April 11th - April 25th, 2025.
Final Sale; no returns.

528 W Central St, 
Franklin, MA 02038

(508) 541-6900

5 Gallon Buckets not included.  Single gallon cans only.
No limit
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Did you know?
Inflation has garnered countless headlines 

in recent years, and much of  that news has 
focused on the notably higher cost of  food. 
Though the cost of  some items at the grocery 
store has gone down in 2024, many items re-
main significantly more expensive than they 
were as recently as three or four years ago. In 
an effort to overcome rising food costs, some 
consumers have thought about gardening. Ac-
cording to Washington State University, the 
average household with a food garden spends around $70 per year 
on seeds and garden supplies. The reward for that small investment is 
roughly $600 worth of  food. Though the financial investment associ-
ated with a food garden might be minimal, it’s important for prospec-
tive gardeners to recognize that the commitment of  time required to 
establish and sustain a food garden can be significant. 	

Indoor Maintenance

• HVAC system check-up – 
Change air filters, schedule 
AC tune-up  

• Check for leaks & water dam-
age – Inspect under sinks, 
around appliances, and in the 
basement; address water dam-
age and mold, install sump 
pump if  needed 

• Check weatherstripping & 
seals – Make sure doors and 
windows are energy-efficient

• Clean dryer vents – Remove 
lint build-up inside the dryer, 
exhaust hose, and outdoor vent 

• Deep clean & declutter – 
Clean out closets, cabinets, 
and garage; donate unused 
items

• Smoke & carbon monoxide 
detectors – Replace batteries 
or units as needed

MAINTENANCE
continued from page 4
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. April 30, 2025Exp. April 30, 2025 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. April 30, 2025

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

Sustainable gardens are good for your health, environment 
By Theresa Knapp 

A sustainable garden is one 
that is environmentally respon-
sible and focuses on conserving 
resources. 

According to the UMass Ex-
tension Landscape, Nursery and 
Urban Forestry Program, a sus-

tainable garden is one in which 
“each plant does not have a 
known significant insect or dis-
ease problem, is drought tolerant 
(once established), is not invasive, 
and is long-lived.” 

The UMass Extension web-
site says the first guideline to a 
successful sustainable garden is 
“right plant, right place.” 

In a blog post entitled, “5 rea-
sons why sustainable gardening 
can be a key to health,” www.
usanafoundation.org lists the ad-
vantages of  sustainable gardens 
as nutrient-rich food at your fin-
gertips; environmental wellness; 
stress reduction and improved 
mental health; physical activity; 
and food security and self-suffi-
ciency.” 

Tips for getting started with 
sustainable gardening, accord-
ing to gardenforwildlife.com, 
include: 

• Use native plants (www.
massaudubon.org/nature-
wildlife/plants/native-benefi-
cial-plants) 

• Choose sustainable plants 
(https://ag.umass.edu/land-

scape/fact-sheets/choosing-
sustainable-plants) 

• Think organically 
• Reduce your lawn 
• Use less water 
• Reduce, reuse, recycle 
• Start gardening sustainably 

Tips for planting your garden, 

according to www.keepmass-
beautiful.org, include: 

• Evaluate sunlight
• Test soil quality
• Choose seasonal plants
• Flowers that beginners: Zin-

nias, sunflowers, cosmos  
• Use organic fertilizers

• Apply mulch 

How to get the most from a 
small garden, according to www.
treehugger.com:

• Think vertically
• Layer plants in space

“The first 
guideline is 
‘right plant, 

right place.’ In 
other words, 
conduct a site 
evaluation and 
determine what 

plants would 
do well in 

that location.”
-UMass Extension Landscape, 

Nursery and Urban Forestry Program

COMPOST
continued on page 11 
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Your Neighbors have Voted UsYour Neighbors have Voted Us    
GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!  
Call today to learn more about our services!Call today to learn more about our services!FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954

Give us a call today!    800-649-5949  info@medwayoilpropane.com

Do You See Anything Wrong With This Picture?

No?
We don’t either. BUT, the 
State of Massachusetts 
government officials—and 
many cities and towns—
disagree!
Propane is one of the most 
versatile, economical, and 
important fuels available, yet 
it is UNDER ATTACK.

Here’s what makes 
Propane Gas great:

Heating
Cooking
Pool heating
Outdoor grilling
Hot water
Standby emergency generators
Autogas for vehicles
Cell tower generator backups
Romantic fireplaces & firepits
Crop drying
And the list goes on…

And here’s the alleged list of negatives 
about Propane Gas:

Crickets...
More crickets...
Even more crickets!

To learn more, visit our website at 
Medway Oil & Propane. You’ll find 
important details about the CHS 
initiative—a policy that could cost you 

hundreds, if not thousands, 
of dollars in taxes while 
jeopardizing countless jobs 
affecting your neighbors 
and friends. This is critical 
information you won’t want to 
miss!

Now, about the war on Diesel 
Trucks.
Massachusetts has adopted 
the Advanced Clean Trucks 
(ACT) regulation. Under this 
mandate, truck dealers must 
sell one electric truck for every 
10 internal combustion engine 
(ICE) vehicles they wish to sell.

Want to guess how many electric trucks 
have been sold in Massachusetts since 
January 1, 2025?
If you guessed zero, you’d be correct.

America runs on trucks. Without reliable 
ICE trucks, we’re in BIG TROUBLE.

THANK YOU for reading this far!

To all our customers and friends at 
Medway Oil & Propane, we 
appreciate your business—now 
and in the future.

Warm Wishes,
Jeffrey Mushnick
President, Medway Oil & Propane
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL  
• Tree Removal

• Pruning/Trimming • Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding

KEVIN LEMIRE - Owner
All Employees Are Covered Under Workers’ Comp Insurance

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

CharronTreeService.com
1060 Pulaski Blvd

Bellingham, MA 02019

Quality Timely Service!

Call Seth for
Spring Specials

860-918-1071

What we
wash

Homes
Driveways
Decks
Roofs
Boats
Fences
Courts
Patios
Restaurants
Commercial
buildings

781-910-3842
Dvitoroofingma.com 

Offering 
LIFETIME

Architectural Shingles

Financing Available
We Accept

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Roofing • Windows
Gutters • Skylights

How to establish a peaceful backyard retreat 
Backyards have undergone 

quite a transformation over the 
last decade-plus. The days when 
patios and decks were all a back-
yard living space had to offer are 
largely a thing of  the past, as 
homeowners have realized just 

how valuable it can be to com-
mit to a stunning backyard.

The real estate experts at Zil-
low estimate that homes with 
backyard features such as out-
door televisions, outdoor showers 
and outdoor kitchens command 

3.1 percent more than expected 
upon reaching the market. If  
3.1 percent doesn’t sound like a 
lot, it actually equates to nearly 
$11,000 on a typical home. But 
there’s more to gain than money 
when converting a backyard 
space into a relaxing respite. 
Such spaces can provide a wel-
coming escape from the hustle 
and bustle of  daily life, all the 
while giving homeowners and 
residents a comfortable space to 
soak in the great outdoors. With 
that in mind, homeowners can 
take the following steps to estab-
lish a peaceful backyard retreat.

• Refresh the landscape. Even 
if  your vision is centered on 
outdoor furniture and a space 
that accommodates movie 
nights under the stars, it’s still 
best to refresh the existing 
landscape if  it needs a little 
upkeep. Overgrown trees, 
hedges and bushes can create 
the same cluttered vibe that 
dominates interior spaces 
overrun with items. If  neces-
sary, work with a local tree 
service or landscape architect 
to trim, or even remove, trees 

and hedges that are crowding 
the backyard and making it 
feel claustrophobic or giving 
it an unkempt look. Aim for 
a landscape that affords a bal-
ance of  sun and shade so the 
space is as comfortable as pos-
sible throughout the day.

• Set up multiple gathering 
spaces, if  possible. Once a 
backyard retreat is estab-
lished, everyone who calls 
the property home might 
find the space hard to resist. 
Keep this in mind when plan-
ning the space and aim to set 
up multiple gathering spaces. 
An outdoor kitchen with a 
nearby dinner table can be a 
great space to enjoy al fresco 
dining, but a separate area to 
read a book or watch a movie 
or ballgame can make the 
space more versatile. Some 
may want to relax away from 
the noise of  the grill area, and 
multiple gathering spaces en-
sures there’s always a peace-
ful spot to unwind out back.

• Add a water feature. Running 
water has a way of  calming 
the nerves, and that’s good to 
keep in mind when planning 
a backyard retreat. Water 
features run the gamut from 
garden ponds to koi ponds to 
fountains to hot tubs. Home-
owners can identify which 
feature best aligns with their 
idea of  relaxation and then 
work with a landscape archi-
tect to ensure it’s installed in 
their backyard oasis.

• Don’t forget shade. Tempera-
tures are rising in many areas 
of  the globe, and that’s worth 
noting when planning a back-
yard retreat. Even the most 
ardent sun worshippers likely 
won’t want to be exposed to 
the sun at all times when re-
laxing in their backyards. 
Strategically chosen means 
of  providing shade can make 
spaces enjoyable all day long. 

BACKYARD
continued on page 11 
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At Best Tile, our design and technical 
experts will help you select the right 
products and create stunning rooms. 
Since 1956, homeowners, designers, 

builders and contractors alike have trusted 
Best Tile for beautiful products, inspired 

professional design, expert technical 
advice, and superior customer service. 

Request a quote at BestTile.com or 
visit a showroom near you!

• Layer plants in time 
• Make sure every element has 

multiple functions 

• Choose the right gardening 
method for the particular 
space 

The best plants for a sustain-
able garden, according to ze-
rowastekitchen.com, include: 

• Leafy greens - Lettuce, spin-
ach, kale, and Swiss chard are 
quick-growing, nutrient-dense 
plants that thrive in most cli-

mates
• Herbs – Basil, rosemary, 

thyme, mint (which can be 
invasive) 

• Tomatoes – Any variety 
• Root vegetables – Carrots, 

radishes, beets 

COMPOST
continued from page 8

Additional gardening resources can be found at: 
• Plant Hardiness Zone Map https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/system/files/

MA150_HS.png 
• Tips for growing a sustainable garden in Massachusetts: Native plants, permac-

ulture, and pollinator habitats bit.ly/SustainableGardenTips 
• Ways to make your lawn more sustainable: 
“Lawn to lettuce: transform your lawn into a mixed-use vegetable garden” edib-

lesema.com/feature/lawn-to-lettuce/ 
“More than just a yard” at www.mass.gov/doc/more-than-just-a-yard-ecologi-

cal-landscaping-tools-1/download 
“Right plant, right place,” a plant selection guide for managed landscapes bit.ly/

UMassManagedLandscapes 
“Transforming Massachusetts lawns: your guide to sustainable, water-wise land-

scaping for a thriving ecosystem” bit.ly/SustainableLawns

Consider umbrellas, gazebos, 
pergolas, and even retract-
able awnings to cover patios 
and decks when the sun is at 
its highest each afternoon. If  
you plan to spend ample time 

in the grass, make that more 
enjoyable by planting shade 
trees, which also can protect 
the grass from drought and 
make it more comfortable un-
derfoot.
A relaxing backyard retreat 

can make for an ideal space to 
escape the hustle and bustle of  
daily life.  

BACKYARD
continued from page 10
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TThhee  HHoossttaa  FFaarrmm  ooff  MMeennddoonn  OOppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  PPuubblliicc  DDaayyss    
52 Bates St  -  Mendon , MA       
      hosta_farm@yahoo.com        
                              508-634-1914 

~~  Open 8 am - 4 pm ~~  
~~  On these  8 Saturdays ONLY~~ 

May 17 
May 24 
May 31 
June 14 
June 28 
July 12 

August 23 
Sept 6 

Check our Facebook page for details on  
some XTRA Special Experiences we are planning! 

 Get up close and personal with the plants  
while getting advice from the pros! 

MIKE KELLEY
508-657-1116 or mkelley@massrenewables.net

www.MassRenewables.net

$0 DOWN!
You Own the 

System

GROUND MOUNT • ROOF MOUNT • PRODUCTION GUARANTEE

Based in Bellingham • Installing Solar in Bellingham since 2009
References Available

CALL 

NOW 
FOR MORE

INFO!

Tips for the 
gardening beginner

Gardening is a popular hobby 
all over the world. Ruby Home 
Luxury Real Estate estimates 
there are 71.5 million gardening 
households in the United States 
alone. That translates to around 
185.9 million people engaged in 
some form of  gardening, which 
places the U.S. among other 
countries where gardening is 
wildly popular, 
including Aus-
tralia and China.

A greater 
number of  peo-
ple are showing 
interest in gar-
dening, which 
is a rewarding 
hobby that’s 
good for the 
mind and the 
body. Those who 
are new to gardening may need a 
crash course to get started. These 
pointers can help anyone foster a 
newfound passion for gardening.

Choose the best location
Spend time in the yard and 

decide where to house a garden. 
A far-off corner may get the most 
sun, but will you forget about 
the garden if  it is too far away? 
Ideally, the garden should be lo-
cated where it will get at least six 
to eight hours of  sun each day. 
There also should be a water 
source nearby. The spot also 
should be convenient so that it is 
easy to go and pick vegetables or 
prune flowers.

Start small
If  you’re new to gardening, 

begin with a small garden foot-
print so that you can get your feet 
wet. A raised garden bed can be 
a good starting point because it is 
contained and easy to maintain. 
As your experience (and garden) 
grows, you can add to the garden 
size the next time around. 

Amend the soil
It’s possible but unlikely that 

the soil in the backyard is the per-
fect mix to grow healthy plants. 
It’s more likely that the garden 
will need some soil modification. 
You can test the soil makeup with 
do-it-yourself  kits or work with 
a garden center. A garden typi-
cally requires a mix of  compost 

to add nutrients to the dirt; peat 
moss or coconut coir to help with 
water retention and to make the 
soil lighter; and vermiculite that 
helps to retain water. A compost 
bin set up at the same time as the 
garden allows gardeners to con-
tinually produce nutrient-rich 
food to add to the garden.

Plant starter guide
It’s best to keep a few things 

in mind when planning the gar-
den. Think about what will grow 
well in your climate. Consider 
how big the garden will be and 
the size of  mature plants. A small 
garden will not be able to accom-
modate corn, for example. Also, 
how would you like the space to 
look and what will be its func-
tion? Is this a purely aesthetic 
garden or one that will be food-
bearing?

Start seeds inside
If  you’ll be starting a garden 

from seeds, it’s best to start in-
doors before your region’s frost-
free date. This way the delicate 
plants will get the needed care 
and can establish before they go 
outdoors in the ground. Keep 
them humid by covering the 
seedlings in plastic wrap. You 
can start the seeds in different 
containers, even empty egg car-
tons. Transplant to larger con-
tainers after the seedlings grow a 
second set of  leaves. Once you’re 
free from overnight frost, you 
can place the established, strong 
seedlings in the ground.

An automatic watering sys-
tem, such as a timer hooked up 
to the sprinkler, can keep the 
garden well watered, which in-
creases the chances of  success. 
Then it will only be a matter of  
weeks before the garden can be 
enjoyed throughout the season.  
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FULLY INSURED
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How to prepare outdoor spaces for 
Memorial Day entertaining

Memorial Day weekend is a 
popular time to entertain. For 
many, the weekend marks the 
first outdoor entertaining oppor-
tunity of  the year, which is cer-
tainly something to look forward 
to.

As outdoor entertaining sea-
son begins, homeowners can 
take these steps to prepare their 
outdoor living spaces for the first 
big backyard get-together of  the 
year.

• Break out the power washer. 
Pressure washing is an im-
portant component of  spring 
home cleanup. The warmer 
temperatures of  spring allow 
water from power washing 
to dry more quickly, which 
can decrease the chances 
that mold and mildew will 
grow on surfaces like siding. A 
freshly power washed home 
also makes for a welcoming 
entertaining space. A power 
washer also can be used on 
outdoor entertaining spaces 
to remove dirt and debris that 

built up over the winter. Just 
make sure to read manufac-
turer instructions before using 
a power washer to clean pav-
ing stones, decks and outdoor 
furniture.

• Inspect outdoor furniture. 
Now is a good time to inspect 
outdoor furniture if  the task 
was not performed in late fall 
or early winter before items 
were moved into the garage 
or placed in storage. Check to 
make sure furnishings are still 
safe to use, addressing any is-
sues before guests come over 
for a Memorial Day weekend 
gathering. Wash cushions for 
outdoor furniture and replace 
any that might be showing 
their age.

• Clean the grill. A thorough 
cleaning of  the grill also is 
in order prior to summer 
entertaining season. Many 
homeowners do little or no 
grilling during winter, so now 
is the time to give grilling sur-

faces and the interior of  the 
grill a deep cleaning. Check 
for leaks if  using a gas grill, 
and scrub the interior of  any 
grease that accumulated last 
season. Many grilling experts 
advise lighting a grill and let-
ting it burn for roughly 20 
minutes prior to putting any 
foods on the grates for the 
first time. Such a strategy al-
lows residual fluids like soap, 
vinegar and de-greasing prod-
ucts used when cleaning the 
grill to burn off before food is 
placed on the grates.

• Inspect the landscaping, too. 
It’s not just seating areas like 
patios and decks that need 
some investigation prior to 
outdoor entertaining season. 
Take a walk around the land-
scape and make sure there’s 
no potentially dangerous 
spots where people could be 
injured when playing back-
yard games. Fill in any holes 
with soil and fresh grass seed, 
and inspect trees to see if  any 

branches need to be pruned.
Summer entertaining season 

begins each Memorial Day week-
end. Homeowners can take vari-

ous steps to ensure their outdoor 
entertaining spaces are comfort-
able and safe.  
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PROTECT YOUR HOME!
Call WPC for preventative outside barriers this spring
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508-435-2211
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IT’S TERMITE 
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Protect Your Home
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FREE
HOME
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Robert Roofing and Gutters: Just Honest Roofing, No Gimmicks
By Jane Lebak

Robert Greene of  Robert 
Roofing and Gutters begins his 
work with a promise: “ONE 
CALL SENDS A ROOFER, 
NOT A SALESMAN.”

Replacing a roof  seems like a 
nerve-wracking process. After all, 
“a roof  over your head” is short-
hand for your home itself. It’s im-
portant to find a roofer you can 
trust, and Robert Greene strives 
to be that man.

“When homeowners make 
that first appointment, I’m the 
one who goes out there to look 
at the roof,” Rob says. “I take 
that first appointment myself  
because I want that assessment 
done right.”

“The human touch is impor-
tant, and it’s a dying art,” adds 
Kelli Greene, Operations Man-
ager and also Rob’s wife. “We 
could make it seem flashy and 
high-tech by flying a drone over 
the roof, but drones and photos 
can’t replace a man on a ladder. 
Even from the ground, Rob can 
tell you all sorts of  things about 
a roof. He can figure out how 

many layers of  shingles it’s had. 
He can tell from the way it feels 
whether the plywood needs to be 
replaced or if  the underlay is rot-
ting.”

A proper roof  breathes, so 
Rob always inspects the ventila-
tion. Afterward, he’ll take a walk 
around the property, determining 
where to place the ladders and 
how to protect the landscaping.

“Any salesman can sell you a 
roof, but an experienced roofer 
can figure out what your house 
actually needs,” Rob says. 
“Many times, it turns out the 
roof  doesn’t need replacing at 
all. That’s a huge savings for the 
homeowner.”

Kelli says, “Rob is down to 
earth and straightforward. No 
gimmicks. No upselling. If  our 
team finds an issue while doing 
the work, they don’t just do extra 
work. Instead, we’ll take pictures 
so the homeowners can see the 
problem themselves. We’ll ex-
plain their options before we go 
ahead with any work. That way, 
there are no costly surprises.”

Rob can usually get a team on 
the roof  within two weeks. Most 

jobs can be started and com-
pleted the same day so the house 
isn’t exposed to the elements.

Robert Roofing and Gutters 
is a third-generation company 
based in Norfolk. Rob started at 
age thirteen, working cleanup for 
his father’s construction business 
and learning from the experi-
enced roofers, men he calls “the 
great old-timers.” Now his son, 
Robert Junior, works alongside 
him, and Rob has become the 

teacher.
The majority of  Robert Roof-

ing clients are referrals from 
other customers. “We’ve been 
a part of  this community for so 
long,” says Rob. “At any event in 
Norfolk, I always end up meeting 
a customer or two. Part of  my 
work is to give back to the com-
munity.”

Robert Roofing and Gutters 
supports several local organiza-
tions, such as the North Cottage 
Program in Norton, and Gilly’s 
House in Wrentham. “It’s impor-
tant to us to help one another,” 
says Kelli Greene. “We spon-
sor children’s sports teams in 
Norfolk, Walpole, and Stough-
ton, and we make donations for 
equipment to the local schools. 
It’s vital for children to have role 
models and structure. What roof-
ing does for your house, positive 
activity does for a child. Then 

those children grow up to make 
the whole community stronger.”

Robert Roofing and Gutters 
offers asphalt roofing, rubber, 
low-slope, and specialty shingles. 
In addition, Rob can install gut-
ters or downspouts, install new 
fascia, replace vinyl and wood 
siding, and perform chimney re-
pointing and flashing. Kelli says, 
“Just about everything for the 
outside of  your home.”

“A good roof  makes for a good 
house,” says Rob. “It’s easy to 
brush off minor damage to your 
shingles, or try to get one more 
year out of  that failing roof, but 
you don’t want to wait until it’s 
an emergency.”

Is it time to take a closer look 
at your own roof ? Visit https://
www.robertroofingandgutters.
com or call 857-247-8709 to 
schedule your first appointment 
with a roofer…not a salesman.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Meet the roofers, not the salesmen! Foreman Stiles Bezema, owner 
Robert Greene, and foreman Robert Greene Jr. are ready to work on 
your roof.
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Did you know?
Wood could be having a moment among modern home buyers. 

According to the real estate experts at Zillow, the term “cozy” ap-
peared in 35 percent more real estate listings in 2024 than in 2023. 
Though various components can help to create a cozy vibe inside a 
home, wood has long been a go-to material when interior designers 
attempt to add warmth to a property. The home renovation experts at 

Houzz also cite wood-infused architectural warmth among its 10 most 
popular home trends in the coming year. Homeowners who want to 
capitalize on this trend before putting their homes on the market or 
those who simply love the idea of  adding more wood-based warmth 
in their homes can consider installing ceiling beams, wood wall panel-
ing or even wood trim throughout their homes. 
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• Free Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• Serving the South Shore 
   & Surrounding Areas

Robert Greene
857-247-8709

robertroofingandgutters.com
One Call Sends a Roofer, Not a Salesman

New Roof Installation
Fascia, Soffit, Trim • Seamless Gutters • Siding

Chimney Re-Leading • Window Installation
Skylight Installation

No Gimmicks, Just Honest Pricing!

ROBERT ROOFING ROBERT ROOFING 
& GUTTERS& GUTTERS 

Will SpringSpring
Into Action 

For You!


