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The Franklin boys’ bas-
ketball team had ventured
into the State Championship
Final three times in the last
decade, only to come away
shorthanded each time. The
Panthers endured heartbreak
on the biggest stage in back-to-
back years in 2017 and 2018,
and then again, last year, Frank-
lin once again made it to the
State Final, putting together a

for all of us; everyone who has ever played for us,” said Coach CJ Neely. Supplied photo.

First State Championship for
Franklin Boys’ Basketball

21-1 regular season that earned
them the right to go up against
the top seed in North High.
North High would deprive the
Panthers for the third time with
a 59-53 loss.

Losing eight seniors that
made it to last year’s Division
1 State Championship game,
Coach CJ Neely had no idea
what to expect coming into this
season. The Franklin coach
was looking just to be competi-
tive night in and night out.

“We have a one-game-at-a-
time mentality; we are never
thinking of long-term goals,
we are just looking to get better
each and every day,” the Frank-
lin Coach said. “We’re looking
for singles, not homeruns. After
losing the amount of guys we
did after last year’s success, to
get back to the State I'inal was
something that we were not
thinking about.”

CHAMPIONSHIP

continued on page 2
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A Message of Hope

Franklin Artist Shines Light on Brain Injury

with Library Exhibit
By J.D. O’Gara

Last month, on March 7th,
Franklin artist Ali Rheaume
opened her exhibit, “Look Up,”
at the Franklin Public Library.
The series of colorful painted
clouds shone a light Rheaume’s
path back from sustained brain
injury. Rheaume was joined by
Miss Blackstone Valley, Hunter
Schulz, who, too, rebuilt her own
life after sustained brain injury.
The presentation talked of jour-
ney, hope, and faith.

“Part of this journey for me,
sustaining a brain injury, has been
just having hope and believing that
God still has a purpose and plan
for this life,” said Rheaume, who
felt spiritually led to create the se-
ries. “I call this ‘Look Up,” because
with everything I've been through,
God’s been with me every step
of the way. Every painting has a
scripture associated with it. Clouds
are God’s creations.”

The artist explained that she
was barely able to pick up a
paintbrush the first time she ever
painted, during her inpatient re-
habilitation from her brain injury,

dogtopia.

~ DAYCARE

which happened in 2016 and was
exacerbated by later events. The
then-schoolteacher and high school
coach was accidentally struck in
the face by a commercial door.

“I'was told, “You have a concus-
sion, go home, and you’ll be fine,””
said Rheaume, “But I went to bed
and woke up a completely differ-
ent person. I had delayed speech,
stuttered speech, dizziness, head-
aches, a whole gamut of concus-
sion symptoms.” Although she
took the summer off and tried to
teach that fall, she found the rou-
tine difficult. Then, at the end of
2016, Rheaume sustained an ad-
ditional brain injury simply stand-
ing up too quickly and hitting her
head on a shelf.

“It hit the top of my head and
cut it, and then I experienced a
severe medication reaction at the
same time, a whole perfect storm
of events, I ended up in the hospi-
tal at a 10% functioning level, un-
able to talk, walk, eat, do anything
myself,” Rheaume explained.

HOPE

continued on page 2
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CHAMPIONSHIP
continued from page 1

Getting back-to-back play the
Division State Final takes a lot of
work and preparation and some
luck as well. Franklin has now
done it twice within 8 years. Mid-
way through this year, Neely was
excited about the way the Pan-
thers were playing. The team was
doing just what the coach was
looking for; they were improving
on a daily basis and the players
were getting comfortable with
their roles. Neely knew the best
was still to come.

“We were competitive, and I
saw that there wasn’t one domi-
nant team out there,” Neely
said. “There were about 10 or
12 teams that could have won it
all, and we were in that mix. We

knew that we could compete with
just about anyone, win or lose.”

Franklin would go 21-1 dur-
ing the regular season once again
and this year found themselves
as the number one seed enter-
ing the Division 1 State Tourna-
ment. The Panthers won all four
of their games in getting to the
Finals, outscoring their oppo-
nents (Shrewsbury, North Ando-
ver, Bridgewater-Raynham and
Central Catholic) by an average
of 17.5 points a game. While last
winter, Franklin was the third
seed going up against the number
one seed, things were reversed
this year. Newton North found
themselves as the three seed and
Franklin the one.

The opening quarter found
the two teams notched at 17, and
by the half, Franklin went into the

locker room up by a mere three
points. With an entire half yet to
be played, the Panthers opened
the second half with an 8-point
run to extend their lead and held
a five-point lead going into the
final stanza. Newton North was
not ready to give up on its dream,
either. Although they had cap-
tured back-to-back titles in 2005
and 2006, the Tigers had felt the
same heartbreak that Franklin
had endured in 2022 when BC
High took home the Champion-
ship.

Senior Caden Sullivan would
hit one of his two free-throws,
giving Franklin a one-point lead,
and with 6.1 seconds remaining
on the clock, the senior was sent
back to the line to sink both shots
this time. The Panthers were
now up by three. Newton North

would get one final chance to tie
the score, but their last shot was
off the mark as time expired, and
the Franklin Panthers would fi-
nally take home the boys’ basket-
ball State Championship.

Sullivan would score 31 points
and 8 rebounds in the victory and
scored 11 of Franklin’s 13 points
in the fourth quarter.

“Caden was something spe-
cial throughout the entire tour-
nament. He and Jake (Olmstead)
had an outstanding finals,” Neely
said. “It all starts with Caden
and how he competes and sets
the tone. He builds everyone up
around him.”

After getting to the top of the
mountain for the fourth time, the
Franklin coach was ecstatic about
the team finally being able to
plant the Franklin flag on the top

In victory.

“It was super emotional to win
this one; we’ve been here three
times before with no champion-
ships to show for,” Neely said.
“This was great for the guys on
this year’s team, but it is a win is
for all of us; everyone who has
ever played for us. It’s a special
brotherhood, and they putin a lot
of hard work to not only get back
here after last year, but to win it.”

In addition to Sullivan and
Olmstead, the rest of the team
that gave Franklin their first-ever
boys basketball state champion-
ship included Justice Samuels, Joe
Conlan, Seth O’Donnell, Wyatt
Herndon, Zach Allen, Flynn
Baker, Drew Greer, Ryan Wilson,
Colin O’Leary, Hayden Morandi,
Jack Sullivan, James Crowley, Nas
Johnson and Danny Santos.

HOPE
continued from page 1

After a week in the hospital and
a month at Spaulding Rehab,
lack of insurance coverage
forced her home with 24/7 fam-
ily care, but a month later, she
was back at the Neuro ICU.
“From that point forward,
I spent nine years rehabbing. I
had to relearn how to walk, to
talk, to dress,” says Rheaume,
who says she “refused to listen”
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to doctors’ talk of
limitations. Believ-
ing God can heal
anyone, Rheaume |
said, “I’'m here to
embrace hope and
to share the vibrancy
of what life can be
even after going
through something
so traumatic.”

Rheaume
troduced Hunter
Schulz, Miss Black-
stone Valley, as shar-
ing the experience
of “having our lives
completely flipped
upside down and having to fig-
ure out what life looks like again
and what you can do again,”
said Rheaume.

Schulz was recently crowned
Miss Blackstone Valley through

in-

Artist Ali Rheaume, left, with Miss Blackstone Valley
Hunter Schulz, right.

the Miss America organization
and will represent the brain in-
jury community at the Miss Mas-
sachusetts competition in June.
“My initiative is called ‘Let’s
Talk Beauty and Brains; Brain
Injury Advocacy,” Schulz told
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Our contemporary, beautifully appointed
private dining rooms provide the perfect
backdrop for your event. 3 has the menu,
and atmosphere, to suit the most
discerning tastes.

Up to 150 guests
Corporate Dinners
Rehearsal Dinners

Bridal & Baby Showers

Graduations & more

For more information, contact Jasmine at

jm@3-restaurant.com or 508.528.6333

461 W Central Street (Rt. 140), Franklin, MA
3-restaurant.com

attendees. Schulz’s own
brain injury happened by
a freak accident. After she
released a bee trapped in-
side the car, “T hit my head
on the way back in, and
then, later in the day, I hit
! it again on the same side.”
I had to re-learn how to
walk and speak again. It’s
the most challenging thing
that’s ever happened in my
life, and I've met such won-
~ derful people through the
brain injury community,
like Ali,” said Schulz.
Rheaume’s silver lining?
“I feel so much more
present in the world and appreci-
ate every little detail of it,” says
the artist, “Sustaining a brain in-
jury has led me to slow down, so I
see the beauty in things that I just
used to pass by.”

In addition to her exhibit
at the Franklin Public Library
last month, Rheaume was key-
note speaker at The Brain In-
jury Alliance of C'1, and she
will also be keynote speaker at
the Brain Injury Association of
New Hampshire on May 14th.
She will be also be presenting a
guest lecture series for the Brain
Injury Association of MA, with
“Embracing a Growth Mindset”
virtually on June 12th at 10 a.m.
Rheaume is a member of the
Franklin Commission on Per-
sons with Disabilities, and she
facilitates Rise Up, a monthly
social hour meetup for individu-
als living with disabilities. For
more information on Rheaume,
her artwork and advocacy, visit
at https://alirheaume.com.
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Franklin Celebrates Arts Award Reaplents

On Thursday, March 13th,
the Town of Franklin honored
the FY2025 Grant Recipients of
both the Franklin Cultural Dis-
trict and the Franklin Cultural
Council, as well as the volunteers
that help make these grants pos-
sible. The event took place at
Dean College’s Guidrey Center.
John Ristaino, Franklin Cul-
tural Council’s Chair, emceed
the event, highlighting cultural
events and welcoming honorees
to the stage, as well as Cori Shea,
Franklin’s Director of Arts, Cul-
ture and the Creative Economy,
who further highlighted the con-
tributions of the arts community
in town.

In addition to accolades for
the continued work of the mem-
bers of the Franklin Cultural
Council and the Franklin Cul-
tural District Committee, the
event placed special recognition
on the following:

* Amy Adams, for her work
for the Franklin Cultural
District

* Sarah Cronin, for her work
on the Franklin Cultural
Clouncil

* Lauren Kloos & Roger Tra-
han, for their work on the
Franklin Farmers’ Market

e Brenna Johnson, Iranklin
HS Ceramics instructor and
Empty Bowls Coordinator
with Franklin Food Pantry

Attendees were treated to a
drumming exercise led by Cul-
tural Council grant recipient
Kymberlee O’Brien, as well as
musical performance by Jamie
Barrett.

Cultural District Investment
Grants through the Mass
Cultural Council, Franklin
Chultural District and the Town
of Franklin.

Mary MacMurray - Franklin
Public Schools (JFK and Par-
menter) Support music programs
at the two schools in May 2025.

Mitzi Gousie - Franklin Public
Library Host a concert by the
Boston Typewriter Orchestra at
Public Library, Saturday, April
12, 2025.

Lauren Kloos - Farmers Mar-
ket Provide entertainment at the
weekly Farmers Market on ITri-
days, from June through October
on the Town Common.

Sue Sheridan - FAA and FHM
creating an exhibit “Fakes and
Forgeries” for the Historical Mu-
seum June 7 to June 22, 2025.
Diane Plouffe - Franklin High
School Music Student AOccess to
quality string Instruments, future
date.

Caleigh Keating - Franklin Pub-
lic Library Funding for the Black-
stone Valley quartet performing

music of Taylor Swift, Saturday,
May 3, 2025 at Public Library.

Meg Hagen - Children’s Mu-
seum of Iranklin, Supporting

Musician Jamie Barrett
performed a set of original
and cover tunes at the award
ceremony.

Mural Project in their new space;
future date.

Alan Earls/Franklin Historical
Museum - Historic Museum
Ben Franklin Month celebration
January 2025

Franklin School for the Perform-
ing Arts - Support funds for pro-
grams.

LOBTQ Alliance, Outdoor Fes-
tival, Celebrating Pride month,
June 2025

All grantees received a portion
of funding made possible by the
generous Cultural District Investment
Grant from the Massachusetts
Cultural Council.

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544
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4 Roofing
4 Siding
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4 Windows
4 Doors
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Experience the Best in Roofing:
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FHS ceramics teacher Brenna Johnson (left) was honored for her work
with FHS Empty Bowls program, which benefits the Franklin Food
Pantry. This year marks the 10th Annual Empty Bowls Fundraiser,

to take place on May 22, 2025. Johnson is shown with Cori Shea,
Franklin’s Director of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy.

2025 Franklin Cultural
Council Grants/LCC Grants
Children’s Museum of Franklin,
MakerSpace Exhibit Area -
Tables and Stools

Franklin Art Association, Inc.,
Guest Artist Demonstration

Franklin Farmers Market,
Farmers Market Performances

Franklin July 4th Coalition Inc.,
2025 Franklin July 4th Celebra-
tion

Franklin Performing Arts
Company, Inc., FPAC Family
Concert Series

Franklin Public Library, Ben
Franklin Book Week Kickofl’
Concert

Franklin Public Library, Irish in

America

TFranklin Public Library, Holi
Celebration

Homebrewed Theatre Compa-
ny, Homebrewed Theatre Com-
pany Winter Strange Shorts

Horace Mann Middle School,
Visiting Author

Brenna Johnson, The Empty
Bowls - A 10 Year Celebration!

LiveARTS, The 2024-25
LiveART'S Concert Series

MUSIC Dance.edu, Hip Hop
Chair Dance for Seniors! -
dance series

Kymberlee O’Brien, Brain Fit-
ness Across Multiple Domains

Southeastern Massachusetts
Community Wind Symphony;,
Inc., Band Concert

Temple Beth Torah, Lily
Henley and Duncan Wickel in
Concert

Town of Franklin, “Where’s
The Toast” Memory Café

Zammarchi, Robert, Elijah T.
Grasshopper & Friends

Alan Earls, Second Annual Ben
Franklin Book Week

Swati Rao, Navratri/Garba/
Dandiya Raas



April 2025

Find us on Facebook | Franklin Town News

Page 5

Glow for It: The Glow Factory Delivers Lasting Beauty
with Permanent Makeup Solutions

By JEnNIFER RUSSO

There are moments when it
just doesn’t feel like we have
enough time for things. #
With all of life’s “to-
do lists”, perhaps
work, kids, school,
errands, appoint-
ments, getting
workouts in, and
other extracurric-
ular activities, many
will throw their hair
up in a messy bun, dab
on some lip gloss or mas-
cara, and call it a day — if they
even have time for that.

Imagine not having to think
about putting on makeup but
already having it on when you
roll out of bed in the morning;
At one point, the very idea of this
would seem absolutely unthink-
able, but with revolutionary ad-
vancements today, the impossible
1s real. The perfect brows every
day, eyeliner that doesn’t smear
in the rain or after a run, lip color
that doesn’t fade or end up on a
drinking glass...all easily within
reach.

The Glow Factory in Medway
specializes in permanent makeup
solutions that enhance the natu-
ral beauty of their clients. Their
goal is to make life simpler, help-
ing people to save time in their
daily routines and boost their
confidence as they go about their
busy lives.

Permanent makeup is a tech-
nique where cosmetic tattooing
1s done to enhance and define
features using subtle color. Tor
example, for someone who has
thinning eyebrows due to age, al-
opecia or chemotherapy, match-
ing color can be used to create
fine hair-like lines and make
the brows look fuller. Someone
with pale-colored lips can have a
boost of color and more defined
lip border, making their mouth
more noticeable.

Let’s not forget about the
cost savings - especially now that
beauty products are becoming
increasingly expensive. The av-
erage American woman spends
between $300 and $500 per year
on makeup products alone. In-

vesting in permanent makeup
removes the need for constant
replacement.
Jessie Dillon, The
Glow Factory’s
owner and lead
artist, became a
licensed cosme-
tologist in 2013
and worked
for a big-box
beauty retailer
for several years,
working with almost
all the major beauty
brands and managing the edu-
cation of a large team of artists.
In 2017, she pivoted back toward
her passion for cosmetology and
focused on learning how to do
permanent makeup, earning
multiple licenses, and going into
business for herself.

Invested in continuous learn-
ing for herself and the artists on
her team, always staying on top
of innovations in procedures
and latest trends and holding to
their commitment of the strictest
safety standards, The Glow Fac-
tory has been enormously suc-
cessful. They even won the 2024
MyIFM Quest for the Best Award
for permanent makeup.

“Permanent makeup benefits
not only active people who want
to simplify their routine but is
also great for those who want to
correct a symmetry issue, some-
one who has a difficult time
applying makeup due to any
number of reasons, or some-
one who may have skin aller-
gies to certain kinds of makeup
products. It can even help fill in
some scarring in the brows or lip
line,” shares Jessie.

For those worried about any
pain associated with their ser-
vice, numbing products are used
to greatly reduce discomfort,
and many clients are surprised
that it is more comfortable than
they had expected.

In addition to offering per-
manent brows and eyeliner,
ombre lip color and permanent
freckles, The Glow Factory is
also the only studio locally that
offers what is called a “frozen
lip” which creates a unique dia-

Business
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mond like sparkle. They also
provide microneedling, which
helps to prevent and treat signs
of aging, and some paramedi-
cal tattooing including radia-
tion mark camouflaging (a free
service to recolor the marks to
look like natural freckles). They
also offer areola re-pigmentation
for clients who may have had a
mastectomy or who have under-
gone gender-affirming surgeries,
a service that some insurance
companies will reimburse.

“We know that making the
decision to have permanent
makeup done is a big one, so we
highly encourage anyone that
is on the fence to come in for a
$50 consultation (put toward the
cost of a service once complete).

r
116 Main Street, Medway =
(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249

We are now
accepting orders
for Easter
in store or online
muffinhousecafe.com
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All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises

These can be booked right on
our website and can be done in-
studio or virtually,” says Jessie.

“We are highly committed to
listening to our clients and fully
customizing their looks, being
there for them throughout the
healing process, and making
sure the end results are perfect.
We offer a 100% satisfaction
guarantee and a 6-week, inter-
est free pay later option to make
the decision even easier.”
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The Glow Factory is located
at 165 Main St in Medway, MA.
For a free informational e-book
and to get more details on their
services, artists, and current spe-
cials, check out their website at
www. TheGlowFactoryMA.net.
You can also follow them on In-
stagram at @jessiedillon_ and
on Facebook at facebook.com/
theglowfactoryma.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

* /43 Main Street, Hopkint;n‘
(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole
(508)/533-6655

La .

‘Breakfast and Lunch‘Sun%ches

-------—‘I-—- -|‘|

' FREE SMALL COFFEE

1

1

1 1

Muffinhousecafe 1 With a purchase of a muffin with this coupon ;
1

o

Expires 4-30-2025 F



Page 6

Franklin Local Town Pages | www.franklintownnews.com

April 2025

A Winning Addition - Dr. Kylee Eagles Brings Sports
Medicine and Nutrition Expertise to Medway

By JenNiFER Russo

If you have ever experienced
muscle or joint pain, you know
that it greatly impacts quality of
life. It can limit mobility, make
daily tasks seem almost impos-
sible to complete, and cause an
incredible amount of frustration
and stress. Maybe it was a rota-
tor cuff tear in a baseball game or
a pulled hamstring while out on
your morning jog. Perhaps it was
a strained back muscle caused
by shoveling snow, knee pain
caused by something you aren’t
sure of, or a case of tendonitis or
arthritis. Whatever the malady; it
is important to seek the care of
a specialist to analyze the root
cause so that further damage is
avoided.

Dr. Kylee Eagles, renowned
for her expert and compassion-
ate care on the South Shore, has
recently moved her practice to
Medway, offering a welcoming
space nearby for those looking
to heal, regain their mobility,
or achieve their personal health
goals. She is looking forward to

Business
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continuing along the path that
she believes she was born to fol-
low.

“I grew up in the healthcare
world, with both of my parents
being chiropractors. I remember
when I was twelve, I was helping
my dad over the summer and
one of his high school patients
had some shoulder pain during
a personal training session. He
took him aside and adjusted his
rib since it had misaligned, and
I remember looking at him and
telling him that this was what I
wanted to do. I thought it was
awesome that the patient was
able to continue with his work-
out and not cause any additional
mjuries because of a doctor hav-
ing that knowledge and fixing it
right away. Every decision I have
made since that moment has

NEW SPORTS MEDICINE PRACTICE IN MEDWAY

Get Back to Doing

What You Love

back to living life to the fullest.

feel your best.

\

Muscle and joint pain can hold you back
from the activities you enjoy, making even
simple daily tasks feel challenging.

Board-certified in family medicine, sports
medicine, and obesity medicine, Dr. Eagles
offers a unigue blend of expertise. She

is certified in sports nutrition and has
advanced training in exercise physiology,
osteopathic manual therapy, trigger point
therapy, nerve blocks, and ultrasound-
guided diagnosis and treatment.

Whether you're an athlete looking to
return to peak performance or someone
seeking relief from chronic pain, Dr. Eagles
provides personalized care and empowers
you with the tools to stay active and

Dr. Kylee Eagles is here to help. Treating patients of all
ages, she specializes in managing musculoskeletal conditions,
reducing pain, and improving mobility — so you can get

Schedule an appointment
by calling 508-321-2844

68A Main Street, Suite 101A * Medway, MA
508-321-2844 «» milfordregionalphysicians.org

Milford Regional
Physician Group

Sports Medicine & Wellness
in Medway

been toward becoming the best
sports medicine doctor I can be,”
shares Dr. Eagles.

And she truly loves what she
does, believing that medicine isn’t
just about treatment, but build-

Kylee Eagles, DO

ing strong and meaningful rela-
tionships with her patients. With
everything she learned in school,
her residency and fellowship, she
still credits patients with teaching
her new things every day:.

“I believe in lifelong learn-
ing. You need to constantly learn
new things in order to be great at
what you do. In medicine, there
are always advancements being
mnovated every day. Sometimes
I will have patients come in with
a unique issue and I'll investigate
treatment options. If there is a
new procedure that I think would
be beneficial to them, I will do
everything to learn that proce-
dure so I can help. I want to fix
their problem, that is my ultimate
goal,” says Dr. Eagles.

Dr. Eagles is triple board cer-
tified in family medicine, sports
medicine, and obesity medicine,
and has an additional certifica-
tion in sports nutrition, so com-
prehensive care is the main focus
of her practice.

“If an athlete has an injury
or finds that there are repeti-
tive injuries, it is critical to get to
the root cause of the problem.
Sometimes there is a nutrition
deficiency, or they are not fueling
themselves properly, or another
issue that needs to be addressed.
So, factoring in the nutritional
conversations are just as impor-
tant,” shares Dr. Eagles.

As a runner, weightlifter, and
former competitive swimmer
herself, she genuinely strives to
ensure that her patients have all

the tools they need to remain
strong and healthy. Understand-
ing what her patients are going
through, she will try to find ways
to help them (both athletes and
non-athletes) stay active so that
they don’t become sedentary and
find themselves injured again.

“We aren’t meant to sit still.
Not being active throughout
our lives causes all of the side
effects of that. Obesity, depres-
sion, diabetes, heart disease, joint
pain, and even anxiety can all be
caused by not moving our bod-
ies. And injuries often happen
when someone isn’t being con-
sistent in their movement,” says
Dr. Eagles.

When might you seck treat-
ment for pain? Here’s what to
pay attention to.

“Any sharp pains, stiffness,
weakness or limitations to being
able to move around casily are
red flags,” she says. “Early care
can ensure the ability to stay
strong and active, enjoying all of
life’s moments as they come.”

Dr. Eagles is now accepting
patients of all ages at her new of-
fice, located at 68A Main Street
in Medway. The building also
includes a lab, x-ray, and urgent
care so patients don’t need to
travel to multiple locations for
treatment. Call to schedule an
appointment at (508) 321-2844 or
visit https://www.milfordregion-
alphysicians.org/doctors/eagles-
kylee-do for more information.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Franklin Earth Day Cleanu

By J.D. O’Gara

Franklin’s Earth Day Cleanup
will be held on Saturday, April
19, from 9 a.m. — 12 p.m., with
volunteers meeting at the Beaver
Pond parking lot, where they’ll
receive trash bags, gloves and a
map of cleanup areas. The first
100 people who sign up will re-
ceive a free t-shirt and a tree sap-
ling, and bagels and coffee will be
available that morning.

“This will be our 24th year
running Franklin Earth Day. We
will be cleaning up over 35 sites
using volunteers, businesses and
youth sports participants,” says
TFranklin Recreation Director
Ryan Jette, who hopes for a few
hundred participants, depending
on the weather. “We first started
this initiative on April 21, 2001,
in an effort to educate the public
on recycling and conservation in
Franklin,” adds Jette.

At press time, the Conserva-
tion Commission was also in the
process of planning Earth Day
related events at the Delcarte
Playground and Conservation
area for April 27th. Further de-
tails will be posted online at the
town website

FRANKLIN RECREATION |

Shown at a past cleanup is Recreation Deputy Director Kim Carney,
Ryan Jette, Senator Becca Rausch and her family.

FYKLIN RECREATION

& ]

i i ) i
Franklin’s Earth Day cleanup has been taking place for nearly 24 years.
Shown here, (right to left) a PCl representative whose business helped
clean Beaver Pond, (center) Ryan Jette, (left) Rick Ciccone, Chestnut
Street resident who attends every year. Photos courtesy of Ryan Jette.

p Saturday, April 19th

FRANKLIN
EARTH DAY

BEAVER POND, APRIL 19
9:00AM -12:00PM

For over 20 years the Town of Franklin has
conducted this event in an effort to educate the
public on recycling, beautification and perform a
general clean up. Help us clean our local parks,

roads, schools and town greenery! Meet at Beaver
Pond parking lot on Saturday April 19thg3:00am
where we will distribute trash bags, gloves and

maps with over 35 clean up sites. Free saplings will

ibuted and tee shirts for the first 100 people.

Is and coffee will be available during

ion. Register at franklinna.myrec.com.

"BLOOM WHERE YOU ARE
PLANTED."

Robert Roofing & Gutters

ONE CALL SENDS
A ROOFER...
NOT A SALESMAN

Roofing
Siding
Windows

e Gutters ey T '
° Residentia' Rubber RO FREE ESTIMATES
* Flat Roofs SPE=  EEzzm LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com ¢« Rgreene465@gmail.com
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The Sun will Come Out Tomorrow:
Annie Takes Center Stage at BFCCPS

By JENNIFER RUSSO

Most people are familiar with
the red-headed spitfire of an or-
phan named Annie, whether it
be from the comic book series,
the old radio show, the well-
loved 1982 movie starring Ai-
leen Quinn, or from a Broadway
production. The story follows
the poor, fiery, yet charming ten-
year-old during the time of the
Great Depression, as she dares to
escape a New York City orphan-
age run by a cruel woman who
doesn’t like kids, tries to find her
parents, and accidentally ends up
in the care of one of the wealthi-
est men in the country.

The students at the Benja-
min Franklin Classical Charter
Public School (BFCCPS) chose
the heartwarming story for their
annual musical this year and de-
livered a wonderful performance
that had the audience on the
edge of their seats and humming
along to songs like “It’s the Hard-
Knock Life” and “The Sun Will
Come Out Tomorrow.”

Charlotte Mantilla did a won-
derful job capturing the indepen-
dent and caring Annie, and Lila
Branson nailed the part of Miss
Hannigan, who we all have a
love/hate relationship with. Mr.
Warbucks was played by Jack Re-
naud, who went from gruff busi-
nessman to tender father. Sophia
Bourgeois, who played his as-
sistant Grace Farell, did well at
showing a patient and elegant air.
Petty criminals Rooster and Lily,
played by James Jaeggli and Vio-
let MacDonald, had the crowd
chuckling with their great facial
expressions and bumbling antics.

The rest of the cast played a
number of characters, includ-
ing the orphans, housekeepers,
the butler Drake, Officer Ward,
Mr. Bundles the laundry man,
radio personality Bert Healy,
a variety of radio station acts,
produce peddlers, a want-to-be
New York star, the judge, Sandy
the dog, and of course President
Franklin D. Roosevelt.

SALMON

HEALTH & RETIREMENT

Orphanage matron Miss Hannigan,
played by Lila Branson, brought
lots of comedy to the show.

All of the handmade set
pieces and props were very well
done, and BFCCPS students
played in the orchestra pit, as
well as running the lighting and
sound, creating digital art for
the backdrop screen, helping to
direct, and swapping out scenes
during the show.

Overall, Annie the Musical was
a remarkable success, and au-
dience members were already
commenting that they are look-
ing forward to seeing what show
the school chooses to do next

T

s

you home.

pring into Comfort,
“Care & Community

Experience the perfect blend

of independence, support, and
community at SALMON at Medway.
With exceptional amenities,

"~ engaging activities, and specialized
care, including assisted living and
memory care, we're here to meet
your needs at every stage.

Call 508-533-3300 today to learn
more — we can't wait to welcome

SALMON at Medway
— 44 Willow Pond Circle
Medway, MA 02053

_

Jack Renaud as billionaire Mr. Warbucks and Charlotte Mantilla as
orphan Annie, had great chemistry on stage.

A happy ending for all in Ben Franklin Charter’s production of Annie.

Spring. Its happy ending left ev-
eryone feeling positive, with the
message of being hopeful and
resilient despite challenges. to

GET NOTICED!

For rates and info on advertising your business, please call
Jen at 508-570-6544

or email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com

the students, staff, and crew of
the production for delivering an-
other fantastic show!
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With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will A
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect — i —
your children, your home and all of your assets. As a seasoned

personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal

can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect

you or any of your loved ones. ——

LRANET LN LAk

I
Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future. i eaiviae

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477 | cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com | franklinlawgroupma.com
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Your Money, Your Independence

Portfolios Care About Asset Allocation, Not Your Emotions.

Glenn Brown, CFP

Investing is a journey with
greed, fear and uncertainty creat-
ing market fluctuations and vola-
tility to portfolio values. While
the cause always changes, one
thing remains constant - portfo-
lios don’t care about your emo-
tions.

Sounds harsh? Maybe.

Consider the last time your
investments performed based
on how you feel? This isn’t the
chicken or the egg Investments
don’t react based on how you
feel, they react to your actions
and choice of asset allocation or
lack thereof.

What is Asset Allocation?

Asset allocation is a foun-
dational strategy of dividing
an investment portfolio across
different domestic and inter-
national asset classes—such as
stocks, bonds, real estate, hard
assets, and cash equivalents—to
balance risk/reward and reduce
volatility. This allows investors to
participate in returns over time
by staying invested throughout
market, macroeconomic and
geopolitical cycles.

This Time is Different!

Really? Let’s take a trip down
memory lane the past 25 years.
Recall Y2K, Four Horse-

men, Dot.com Bubble, 9/11
Recession, Iraq, No Income
Verification Mortgages, $150
Oil, Housing Bubble, Financial
Crisis, 0.1% Cash, Great Reces-
sion, Quantitative Easing (QE),
Flash Crash, QE2, Debt Ceil-
ing, Government Shutdown,
Greece, Taper Tantrum, QE3
- Shock & Awe, FANG, Brexit,
2016 Flection, Tax Cuts, China
Trade War, 9 Fed Rate Hikes,
COVID Shutdown, 83X Stimu-
lus, 9% Inflation, Ukraine, 10
Fed Rate Hikes, 2022 Non-Re-
cession, Magnificent 7, Trump
II. Throughout all these events,
asset allocation ensures not all in-
vestments in a portfolio are mov-
ing in unison.

Asset allocation is not influ-
enced by emotions; it is a strategi-
cally, diversified portfolio spread
across different asset classes to
help smooth out market fluctua-
tions and reduce overall risk. For
example, if stocks are down, then
bonds or real estate or gold may
be performing well to help offset.

S&P 500 Index = Asset
Allocation.

Many believe investing in the
S&P 500 index is the same asset
allocation. It’s not.

Being broadly diversified
across U.S. large companies rep-
resents one asset class. Due to
an average annualized return of
~13.9% over the past 15 years,
recency bias has investors “set-
ting it and forgetting it”.

Asset Allocation at Work.

Most under age 45 (and some
older) don’t recall “The Lost De-
cade” when the S&P 500 index
total return including dividends
from 2000-2010 was -9.1%. Cor-
rect, $1 million invested on Y2K
was ~$910,000 ten years later.

Elsewhere from 2000-2010,
positive returns and outperfor-
mance was captured in index
funds of developed international
stocks, emerging market stocks,
U.S. small cap stocks, U.S. high-
yield bonds, U.S. REITs (Real
Estate Investment Trusts), com-
modities, gold, cash and U.S.
bonds.

Speaking of the US. Ag-
gregate Bond index, $1 million
invested became ~$1,840,000.
Because of this divergence, the
S&P 500 index didn’t catch up to
the U.S. Aggregate Bond index
until 2017, or 17 years later. If
you’re in the distribution stage of
your life (i.c. retirement), that’s
not good.

Asset allocation models vary
and ideally are based on time-
lines for the need of funds in a
financial plan, not your age. How
one invests a Roth IRA, Tradi-
tional IRA or taxable brokerage
account could be different and
should align with “when” and
“how much” the plan projects to
draw from each account.

Ignore at Your Own Risk.

When investors ignore asset
allocation, they risk making deci-
sions based on emotion. During

FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT

723 High Street, North Attleboro

. Lé'rge- bedroor.ﬁ w/full bath

e Short or long term rental

7 AVAILABLE
APRIL 1

* Share this contemporary home
* $1100/month includes utilities

* No pets

CALL/TEXT 617.803.8672

market highs, greed sells lagging
asset classes. During downturns,
fear sells into panic without a
plan back into the long-term
strategy. These emotional re-
sponses create market timing and
remove your foundation.

So remember, during times
like these, your portfolio cares
about asset allocation — a foun-
dational strategy to help you
manage risk, smooth out market
volatility, and stay on track to
meet timelines of your financial
goals.

The opinions voiced in this
material are for general informa-

tion only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recom-
mendations for any individual.
Glenn Brown is a Holliston
resident and owner of PlanDy-
namic, LLC, www.PlanDynamic.
com. Glenn is a fee-only Certi-
fied Financial Planner™ helping
motivated people take control of
their planning and investing, so
they can balance kids, aging par-

ents and financial independence.

Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responstble for the content of this article.

FOR ALL YOUR
PLUMBING NEEDS

CALL TODAY!

008-918-4648

Gerald Moran, Owner

License # PL36504-J
Insured

Call Felicia: 781-856-5271
or Email: feesh59@yahoo.com

Make your appointment today

Spring into beauty
with a beautiful set of

SERVICES OFFERED:
* Lash Extensions
* Lash Lifts

(ﬁza:ﬁ Felrcir

lash extensions

* Brown Laminations
* Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows

www.justfeliciawi.com

Women Take Aim

event at Fin, Fur and Feather Club in Millis
June 7, 2025 from 8:30 - 4:30

(rain date June 14)
Open to women 15 and older
(under 18 must be accompanied by an adult)

Women are invited to learn more about operating firearms
in a safe and welcoming environment

Learn to shoot pistols, shotguns and rifles

Receive the Massachusetts Basic Firearms Safety Certificate
required to obtain your firearms license

No previous shooting experience is required

Registration is SIS0
includes supplies and lunch

Register at finfurandfeather.us




Page 10

Franklin Local Town Pages | www.franklintownnews.com

Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra to Perform Franklin

Resident’s Chamber Opera

Mary Anning: Fossil Hunter, by Jon
Mitchell, to Be Season Finale April 5th

By J.D. O°Gara

The local Claflin Hill Sym-
phony Orchestra will perform
Franklin resident Jon Ceander
Mitchell’s chamber opera, Mary
Anning: Fossil Hunter, as the
finale of its Claflin Hill Sym-
phony Orchestra Apple Tree
Arts Chamber Series on Satur-
day, April 5 at Apple Tree Arts in
Grafton. Dr. Mitchell is “Profes-
sor Emeritus of Music” at Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Boston,
and this work, his first chamber
opera, was first performed last
June at the First Universalist So-
ciety of Franklin Meetinghouse
by the Greater Milford Commus-
nity Chorus and FUSF members.

The opera itself deals with
ploneer paleontologist Mary An-
ning. She faced two centers of
conflict in the English society
of the early 1800%: class strati-
fication and gender discrimina-

Garages

W
.

S e

STANDARD

GARAGE

tion. The opera and has been
expanded since last year, with
the inclusion of three new brief
movements: two instrumental
interludes and an aria, “Whither,
Mary?”, sung by Mary’s friend
Elizabeth at the beginning of
Act II.

The male lead (role of Dr.
William Buckland) is being sung
by Timothy-Ayers-Kerr, Irank-
lin resident and full-time faculty
member at Dean College. He
is conductor of the Dean Col-
lege Vocal Ensemble, which will
be the featured chorus within
the opera. Tim’s wife, Elizabeth
Clutts Ayers-Kerr will sing the
role of Molly Anning, Mary An-
ning’s mother, in the Prologue.
Four of the five original cast
members, all professionals as
well, are returning. Seven of the
eight original professional instru-
mentalists are also returning, and

Additions

PACKAGES INCLUDE:

* *Building Plans

*Excavation and Backfill
with Existing Material
*Foundation with 4’ Frost

Wall Footings

*4”’ Reinforced Concrete Floor

22’ x 6>’ Construction

*Plywood Roof and OSB

Wall Sheathing

2 Double Hung Windows

*Vinyl Siding

. *2 -9 x I’ Overhead Garage

Doors

Principal cast members for Mary Anning: Fossil Hunter are shown here,
left to right: Frank Walker (Dr. William Conybeare), Mark Schiappucci
(Dr. Richard Owen), Timothy Ayers-Kerr (Dr. William Buckland), Aurora
Martin (Mary Anning), and Emily Bieber-Harris (Elizabeth Philpott). The
chamber opera by Franklin resident Dr. Jon Ceander Mitchell, will be
performed by the Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra on April 5th.

For more information on the
event or tickets, visit https://
www.claflinhill.org/ claflin-hill-
apple-tree-arts-chamber-series
or scan the QR code here.

Luis Viquez, conductor of the
orchestra at University of Rhode
Island and current president of
the College Orchestra Directors
Association, will conduct.

April 2025
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Swirl Into Spring with Apricot Lane

Dresses, Sets, and a Variety of Accessories are Waiting for You!

By JANE LEBAK

With spring around the
corner and days getting lon-
ger, it’s time to brighten up the
wardrobe with lighter colors,
breathable fabrics, and plans for
warmer weather.

“Springtime means dresses,”
says Marta McNulty, owner of
Franklin’s Apricot Lane Bou-
tique. “Last year, we became the
town’s dress destination, and it’s
easy to see why.”

Apricot Lane is a sweet
little boutique tucked behind
the Starbucks on Route 140.
Stocked with hand-selected
fashions, the shop hits the sweet
spot between fashionable and
practical, keeping costs down
and always targeted toward local
tastes and needs.

This spring’s dress selection
covers all the bases, from formal
to semi formal to casual events.
Apricot Lane can outfit you for
an evening wedding in Boston
Common or a mid-afternoon
wedding in a countryside barn.
They can get you set up with a
sundress for the beach or even
just a t-shirt dress to run errands.

Colors this season are mostly
lighter, shades of beige, pink and
baby blue, and Marta’s personal
favorite, the combo dresses. “It’s
a dress which has a crochet top,
tank or cap sleeves, and airy cot-
ton from the waist down.”

Another trend this season is
the denim dress. “These aren’t
GenX denim dresses. Blended
with Tencel, today’s denim
dresses are light and flowy, beau-
tifully tailored, and flattering for
any figure.” Marta says, “We’re
used to denim being bulky, but
these have to be seen to be be-
lieved. Seen, touched, worn, and
then loved.”

For cooler evenings, you can
pair the dresses with the perfect
cover-up. “We have adorable
shrug sweaters and little jack-
ets. Because they’re cruelty-free,
vegan leather jackets are the
current status quo, and we have
many of those,” Marta adds.

Last year, many of Apricot
Lane’s customers wanted out-
fits for country music concerts.
Marta says. “We’d combine glit-
tery tops and denim skirts, or
we’d pair an airy cotton dress
with a light jacket, a coordinat-
ing pair of sunglasses, and state-
ment jewelry pieces.”

Coordinating separates 1s
Marta’s specialty. Her initial
experience as a visual mer-
chandiser for both H&M and
Bloomingdales taught her how
to quickly pair not only col-
ors that work together, but also
interesting texture combina-
tions and different styles. These
blends create a person’s own
signature look. “You can come
in and build an entire capsule
wardrobe with several carefully-
selected pieces,” she says.

In choosing this spring’s
lineup, Marta continues Apricot
Lane’s commitment to chari-
table causes. Beaded bracelets
by Noble Venture are made by
survivors of human trafficking
in Nepal, Haiti, and Guatemala,
and sales help them rescue other
victims. Clothing from Vero
Moda, a Denmark brand, is
made from 100% recycled ma-
terials, and their manufacturing
process is certified eco-friendly.
ESW face masks are cruelty-free
and also biodegradable, so after
you use one, you can compost it
in your yard...or even in a house
plant.

“We just brought in WMP,
Wear Me Pro, a line of sun-
glasses that makes a donation for
every pair sold to the Arizona
Humane Society — the state’s
largest no kill shelter,” says
Marta. “They look great, and
you feel great wearing them.”

The current season features
Molly Bracken, Elan, Another
Love, Vero Moda, Good Ameri-
can, Hidden, Vervet Denim,
Kinsey Designs and Kendra
Scott jewelry collection. “I
source from all over the world,”
says Marta. “This year, a num-
ber of Canadian brands stood
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out as very high quality, and
strikingly different, so I'm intro-
ducing Franklin to new brands,
like DEX, R.D. Style, and
B.Young. I think they’re going
to love them.”

Stop over at Apricot Lane,
at 342 East Central Street in
Franklin, to pick up a summer-
accented necklace, and maybe
spend an hour in the spacious
changing rooms trying on every
piece of your brand new cap-
sule wardrobe. Or, just visit their
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/apricotlane-
franklin.

Let Apricot Lane get you
ready. Ready for spring, ready
for concerts, ready for drinks
with friends...ready for any-
thing

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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342 E. Central st. Franklin, MA 02038 (next to Big Y)
Phone: (508) 440 - 5004
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BOUTIQUE

801

T

Locally owned, curated trendy fashion women’s
boutique with personalized shopping experience _\
Open: Monday - Saturday: 11-5, Sunday: 12-4
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The b.LUXE beauty beat

Gray-Blending for Women: Embracing Your Gray Hair in 2025

By Gina WOELFEL

You may remember our
“Gray-Blending” article from last
March. Since then, a growing in-
terest in blending gray hair has
been all over social media. You've
got questions, and we’ve got the
answers! Here’s your updated
guide to gray-blending, with ev-
erything you need to refresh your
look in 2025.

The world of hair color is un-
dergoing a significant shift, with
more women opting for gray-
blending techniques instead of
fully covering their gray hair.
While gray-blending has been
around for years, a surge in de-
mand for low-maintenance hair
color has brought this innova-
tive technique into the spotlight.
By seamlessly blending natural
grays with soft highlights and
translucent color, gray-blending
creates a fresh, modern look that
feels soft and natural. Unlike
traditional hair dyes that often
leave a harsh line of regrowth,
gray-blending offers a lived-in
style that celebrates the beauty of
aging, giving women more free-
dom and flexibility with their hair
coloring routines. Women aren’t
just accepting their gray hair—
they’re embracing it as a symbol
of strength, confidence, and indi-
viduality!

The Classic Approach to
Gray Coverage

For years, there were three
basic levels of gray coverage:

« Full Coverage: This all-over,
one-process coloring tech-
nique provides 100% gray
coverage. Imagine wearing
opaque wool tights. This ap-
plication creates a uniform
color that matches either your
natural shade or your desired
color but often results in a no-
ticeable line of regrowth at
the roots.

Demi-Permanent  Cover-
age: This method uses less
pigmented dye to offer about
80% gray coverage. It pro-
vides a softer approach, allow-
ing some natural gray tones
to show through, similar to
wearing sheer, colored panty-
hose.

No Coverage: This approach
is a full gray embrace that
leaves your natural gray and
silver hair to take center stage.
Using a clear gloss and bright-
ening shampoo can eliminate
brassiness and add shine.
It’s like wearing sheer, nude
pantyhose—subtle,  simple,
and naturally beautiful.

Modern hair dyes offer a
broader spectrum of colors and
a more vibrant finish than their
predecessors but still require
salon visits every 4 to 6 weeks.
Many women continue to use the
same hair color for years, believ-
ing that their natural shade re-
mains unchanged, even though
their original hair color has likely
shifted significantly.

BEFORE

A7 Dantings

We spec:allze in
INTERIOR PAINTING - EXTERIOR PAINTING
CABINET REFINISHING

We look forward to helping you with your home renovations!

Schedule an estimate at

PowerPaintingPlus.com

n 837 Upper Union St., Unit C16, Franklin, MA

©)

508-346-3020 |
Rick@PowerPaintingPlus.com
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GRAY-BLENDING INFORMATION

It’s easy to fall into a routine
with hair coloring. While full cov-
erage may have worked in the
past, it’s important to consider
whether it remains the best op-
tion for you today.

Why is Gray-Blending For
Women So Popular?

Embracing natural gray hair
can be challenging for many
women. Transitioning from a
solid hair color to gray is often
a significant emotional commit-
ment. The rising popularity of
gray blending offers a modern
way to integrate gray hair with
your natural or chosen color. It’s
an excellent option for those look-
ing for a low-maintenance way to
Incorporate more gray into their
style without immediately making
a complete silver commitment.

How To Transition To
Gray-Blending

Tor clients who've been color-
ing their hair for years but want
to gray-blend or transition back
to their natural color, there are
several options available:

1. Highlights and Lowlights:
If youre looking to mini-
mize the appearance of
gray roots, a stylist can stra-
tegically apply highlights or
lowlights around your face,
which softens the look of
regrowth and adds dimen-
sion without creating a stark
line of demarcation. Addi-
tionally, incorporating a few
carefully placed highlights
near your part can lift gray
strands closer to your silver
color. At the same time, a
toner (used after bleaching
or coloring to help neutralize
brassiness and unwanted un-
dertones, resulting in a more
desired and customized col-
or) can help unify the overall
appearance.

2. The Big Chop: If you're
ready to take the plunge,

cutting your hair short
and allowing it to grow out
naturally is a great option.
It typically takes about 1.5
years for your hair to reach
shoulder length, but regular
trims can help eliminate any
unwanted color.

3. Complete Silver Transfor-
mation: Ior many, the desire
to go completely silver in one
sitting is tempting While
some can achieve this in one
session, it’s a lengthy and
costly process that can take
up to 12 hours and may not
always provide the results
you expect.

Regardless of your method, a
toner or tinted gloss 1s always rec-
ommended to ensure maximum
brightness and a beautiful finish.

The Timeline for Gray
Blending

The timeline for transitioning
to gray hair varies for each indi-
vidual. Factors such as your hair’s
health, the coloring method you
choose, and the rate at which your
hair grows will all influence your
journey. Your stylist will typically
want to see at least three to four
months of hair regrowth to as-
sess your gray pattern. While this
timeline can differ from person
to person, it serves as a general

guideline that helps your stylist

create the most effective color
plan for you moving forward.

Once you start the transition
process, you can expect your
maintenance and upkeep to
be about eight to twelve weeks
apart, depending on your chosen
method. Typically, it takes about
3 to 4 salon visits to complete the
process and get your hair to the
desired state.

The best part? Nothing is per-
manent! If gray blending isn’t
your style, you can always return
to your traditional color. Your
stylist supports you every step of
the way and ensures you look and
feel your best.

Curious How Gray-Blend-
ing Can Work For You?

Visit b. LUXE Hair & Makeup
Studio for a complimentary color
consultation. Our expert stylists
will help you navigate the world
of gray-blending and find the
perfect solution for all your needs.

2025 is the year for you to em-
brace your gray hair with style
and confidence!

Scan the QR code for more
information about gray-blending,
including before-and-after photos
of real clients. To book a consul-
tation, go to bLUXE.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submitted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.
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Surprises & Activities at Franklin’s Ladybug Trail
Spring Walk April 26

Lots of surprises will be pop-
ping up at the Ladybug Trail
Spring Walk on April 26. As
the town of Iranklin gets ready
to welcome Spring with the 3rd
annual spring walk, shops will be
there to welcome you and offer
fun activities. The rain date is
April 27.

Look for events and activities
at public places like Dean Col-
lege, the Iranklin Library, and
the Historical Museum. At least
15 retailers will welcome visitors
with treats, discounts and promo-
tions.

The goal is to search for
where ladybug sculptures are in
the downtown area. Along the
way, walkers will enjoy ladybug-
themed cupcakes, food samples,
discounts on products and ser-
vices, meal deals and photo op-
portunities.

Get your map at the Historical
Museum, the library and partici-
pating businesses. The trail map
shows walkers where the ladybug
sculptures are located.

People can walk the trail any
time of the day or evening. You
can start as early at 9 am at the
Historical Museum, where you
can get the trail map, learn about
the ladybug cultural trail, the
story behind the ladybug and its

DOWNTOWN
PARTNERSHIP

connection with Iranklin.

Go shopping or take a break
for coffee, gelato, lunch or dinner
as you walk along the trail.

Trail visitors will also love the
colorful art gallery in the open
space next to Birchwood Bak-
ery. This formerly uninviting al-
leyway has become a canvas for
many local artists who painted
colorful murals.

The Ladybug Cultural &
Historical Trail is located in
downtown Franklin in the heart
of Franklin’s Cultural District.
Walkers search for 2-foot-wide

fiberglass ladybug sculptures
tucked among buildings, busi-
nesses and residences, tying
together approximately 25 his-
torical and cultural sites. Visitors
should note that the ladybug that
1s usually found at 157 Cottage
Street will not be at this loca-
tion until May when the new
Children’s Museum of Franklin
opens their doors.

The trail is open year-round.
Walk it at your leisure any time
of the week.

“The Ladybug Trail Spring
Walk is the perfect time to cel-
ebrate spring and see all that
downtown Franklin has to offer,”
said Lisa Piana, Franklin Down-
town Partnership’s Executive

Tickets Available for 10th Annual
Empty Bowls Club FHS Fundraiser for
Franklin Food Pantry

The Franklin High School
Empty Bowls Club is partnering
with the Franklin Food Pantry for
the 10th Annual Empty Bowls
Club Fundraiser to bring aware-
ness to food insecurity and hun-
ger in the community. The event
will take place on Thursday, May
22,2025, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
Franklin High School Cafeteria,
218 Oak Street, Franklin, Mas-
sachusetts.

Attendees will receive a simple
supper of warm soup and fresh
bread and take home a hand-
crafted ceramic bowl—a tangible
reminder that many in our com-
munity face empty bowls every
day. Enjoy live music, exciting
raffle prizes, and enticing silent
auction items, all while support-

ing the Franklin Food Pantry’s
important work of providing
food, personal care items, and
essential programs to those expe-
riencing hunger.

Make a real difference and
secure your tickets in advance
starting April 1, 2025, at www.
franklinfoodpantry.org. Pre-sale
tickets are $22 for adults and
$12 for children. Tickets will also
be available at the door for $25
(adults) and $15 (children), pay-
able by cash or check.

For more information or to
sponsor or donate to this event,
please contact Jen Johnson, De-
velopment Associate, Frank-
lin Food Pantry, at jjohnson@
franklinfoodpantry.org

Director. “There are many new
shops in addition to the estab-
lished shops. There’s a lot of cul-
ture and history too. It’s a great
way to learn about our commu-
nity.”

The Downtown Partnership
would like to thank Middlesex
Savings Bank and Eileen Mason
at RE/MAX Executive Realty,
who sponsored the trail map for
the Ladybug Trail Spring Walk.

Eﬁ FREE ESTIMATES |

COMPLETE BATHROOM
REMODELING

ERANKLIN
BATHISSTILING

Gary - 508-528-7245
Jim-508-294-1130

For more information about
the Ladybug Historical & Cul-
tural Trail, follow the Downtown
Partnership at:

https://www.instagram.com/
franklindowntownpartnership/
and

https:/ /www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.
org/

The Franklin Downtown
Partnership is a non-profit 501¢3
organization made up of more
than 350 business owners, resi-
dents, and community leaders
working to revitalize downtown
Franklin. Residents can join the
Downtown Partnership for only
$25. The Partnership manages
events like the Strawberry Stroll,
the Harvest Festival, the Ladybug
Historical & Cultural Trail, and
Initiatives such as beautification,
streetscape design, greenspace,
alley murals, and sculpture proj-
ects. For more information go to
www.franklindowntownpartner-

ship.org,
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FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union

AUTO LOANS

Our rates are low

NEW and USED is 9.4

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

I

%
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(508) 528-3360

18 Union Street, Suite 104
Norfolk, MA 02056
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April @ The Community @ Franklin UMC

The Community @Franklin
UMC provides opportunities for
neighbors to meet, serve, and
share with one another; oppor-
tunities to experience, build, and
strengthen community. Here’s
what’s happening in April:

Community Closet

The Community Closet @
FranklinUMC is expanding its
hours! To better serve the com-
munity and create less confusion,
the Closet will be open for shop-
ping every Tuesday in April from
11 am.-Ip.m. To make this ex-
pansion of hours possible, we are
in need of additional volunteers

to host shoppers on Tuesdays and
help sort on other days.

Community Easter Egg
Hunt

The Franklin UMC will host
its 4th Annual Community Eas-
ter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April
20. Children ages 0-10 are in-
vited to hunt eggs in designated
areas separated by age-group.
This event is FREE. Participants
are asked to bring their own bas-
ket or bag. Participants will be
released to find eggs at 11:15a.
Light refreshments and coffee
will be served inside the church.

Herbert T Hunter, CPA

Taxes | Accounting | Auditing

9 Summer Street - Suite 305, Franklin, MA 02038
(508) 530-3089 | www.hfhuntercpa.com

Community Concert
The Franklin UMC is excited
to announce that Michael Rive-
lis will be performing a FREE
concert on Saturday, April 26,
at 7 p.m. Originally from Plain-
view, NY, Michael moved to the
Boston area after graduating
from Northeastern University
in 1984. TFor over 15 years, he’s
been performing Folk Rock and
Classic Rock hits from the *60s to
the *90s, including songs by Bob
Dylan, John Prine, The Beatles,
Bruce Springsteen, and more.
Michael has played at numerous
venues and has hosted open mics
throughout the Metro West area.
The Franklin United
Methodist Church (UMC)
is located at 82 W. Central
St., Franklin. You can learn
more about the Community
@FranklinUMC by going to
franklinumc.org/community. If
you have questions, would like
to volunteer, or have ideas for
ways we can gather and build
the community together, email
the office@franklinumec.org,

o—il Ml’.“ —a

1st Annual Fakes
& Forgeries Exhibit

Seeking artists to create interpretations of masters artworks.
Open to all, including students. No entry fee. | . eEe 2

Exhibit to be held at the Franklin
Historical Museum June 7th-22nd

Registration deadline: May 23rd

est fo d exhibit
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PROGRAMS

+ Flexible pricing &
budget programs

s Ask about our

Veteran, Military,
First Responders
. discount

Be sure to
ask about our

NEW CUSTOMER
PROGRAM!
N-\__'_"‘——-..

OIL &

WEDWa,
PROPANE

“Your Total Home Comfort Company”

INSTALLATIONS

+ 0il & propane
heating systems

SERVICE [ I o s FUELS
imergeny FREE: 100 GALLONS Hetng
service 24-7 . . « Propane

; of Home Heating Oil or Propane* ]
+ 0il & propane + Diesel
fired equipment

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954

FREE:$100

ACCOUNT CREDIT

towards your first

Tune-up or Service Plan*

Give us a call today!

800-649-5949

info@medwayoilpropane.com

& water heaters

+ il to propane
~conversions

-Bagged Coal

Your Nelghbors have @

7
r@GorD MEDAL WINNERS!
; ’i Call today:to‘learn‘more ourservices!
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June 3, 2025.

Franklin voters can go to:

Franklin
Operational
Override Vote
of $3.86M on
Ballot

Special Town Election
June 3, 2025

On March 19th, the Franklin Town Council voted to
adopt the Joint Budget Subcommittee (JBSC) recommen-
dations issued March 12th for a $3,862,672 operational
override ballot question to the registered voters of the
Town of Franklin in a Special Local Election on Tuesday,

To pass, the override will require a majority “yes” vote.

To learn more details about the proposed override,

https://ma-franklin.civicplus.com/1089/Fiscal-Year-
2026-Override-Information.

3rd Annual Franklin Disability Expo

Saturday, April 26th, 11
a.m.- 2 p.m.

Franklin Senior Center,
10 Daniel McCahill St.,
Franklin

On April 26th, from 11
a.m.—2 p.m., the Franklin Com-
mission on Persons with Disabili-
ties will present the 3rd Annual
Franklin Disability Expo. The
event is designed to inform mem-
bers of the Franklin community
who have disabilities and their
families of local resources.

The fun event includes a vari-
ety of nonprofit groups and ven-
dors, as well as some free prizes
and gift certificates.

“The Disability Expo been a
wonderful success, and we’re de-
lighted to have all these vendors
here,” says Mary O’Neill, Chair
of the Franklin Commission on
Persons with Disabilities. Past
attendees, she says, “were very
happy — they’re aware of new

American Revolution 250th
Gets Local Boost in Wrentham &
“Daughter” Towns

Reenactment Planned

of Wrentham-Area
Militia Muster,
April 19,1775

250 years ago, Wrentham
(which then also included the
modern towns of Franklin, Nor-
folk, and Plainville), was a quiet
farming town, but one in which
local Patriots were well aware of
the tensions building with the
mother country, Great Britain.
Most were determined to pro-
tect what they saw as their most
basic rights.

On the morning of April 19,
1775, news began to filter in
about the British Army’s march
to Lexington and Concord and
then the feared news that fight-
ing had broken out. Locals were
ready, and, according to histori-
ans, two groups of local Wren-
tham-area soldiers were soon
on the march to support their
fellow Minutemen and militia
members.

ATNITED STATES POSTAGE

i

| LEXINGT

To commemorate that impor-
tant local historical event, groups
and individuals are pooling re-
sources.

On April 19, 2025, at about
10 a.m., the Gavel Restaurant in
Wrentham, 36 South Street

Wrentham, will play the role
of the Colonial-era, Man Tavern
with a brief pageant commemo-
rating the arrival of THE news
and the mustering of the first
area Minutemen.

Weather permitting, the event
will continue outside, on the
Common until approximately
11:30 a.m. Seating in the Gavel
is very limited. For updated infor-
mation, visit https://alanrearls.
wixsite.com/mysite-1

things they weren’t aware of be-
fore, all kinds of things and ser-
vices to help them.”

The Franklin Commission on
Persons with Disabilities meets
the first Thursday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the Club House

Meeting Room, Central Park
Terrace Apartments, (off Wa-
chusett Street) in Iranklin. If you
would like to contact the Franklin
Disability Commission, contact
Chair Mary O’Neill at (508) 440-
1265. All calls are confidential.

BEFORE & AFTER
AT ALWAYS HAIR SALON

'WE USE ORGANIC COLOR
SERVING MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN

beforeandafteratalwayshair.com T e 2

| $10.00 OFF |
: Any First-time :
E Color & Cut i

Not to be combined with any other offers.
EXP. 5/31/2025

NEW CLIENT SPECIAL

Not to be combined with any other offers.
EXP. 5/31/2025

' $2.00 OFF

Eyebrow Wax
Not to be combined with any other offers.

1
1
1
] EXP. 5/31/2025

508-473-5163 « 508-463-4664 « 196 East Main St., Milford

= Patios

= Walkways

= Steps & Walls

= Masonry Repair
= Qutdoor Kitchens

= Mulching & Clean-Ups

= Tree, Shrub & Lawn
Installations

= Excavation & Drainage

= Lawn Mowing

Stonework Special

$500 Off Project

WHEN YOU SIGN UP BY MAY 1, 2025.

prime-landscape.com

FULLY INSURED
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Patients a Clearer Outlook on Life

Dan Liu, MD
MirLrorD FRANKLIN EYE CENTER

In May 2023, a landmark
surgery was performed at NYU
Langone Health: a whole eye
transplant. During this surgery,
the entire eye — in addition to a
portion of the face — was trans-
planted from a donor into a
living human recipient for the
purposes of facial reconstruction.
While we are likely decades away
from performing eye transplants
that can restore vision, there are
more than 49,000 transplants of
a different kind performed in the
United States annually which can
successfully improve vision and
save sight: corneal transplants.

What is the cornea?

The cornea is the transpar-
ent, dome shaped surface that
acts as the front window to the
eye. It plays a crucial role in fo-
cusing light rays entering the eye
in order to allow us to see clearly.

Living Healthy

Eye-Opening Surgery: Corneal Transplant Gives

When the cornea is damaged, it
can become scarred, swollen, or
opaque. In these cases, the visual
effects can vary from increased
light sensitivity, blurry vision, or
even impaired vision to the point
of blindness. Fortunately, for
many individuals experiencing
corneal damage, a corneal trans-
plant, also known as a kerato-
plasty, may offer the opportunity

to restore vision.

Who needs a corneal
transplant?

There are various conditions,
both genetic and acquired, that
can affect the cornea and neces-
sitate a corneal transplant. Gom-
mon conditions include:

* Corneal dystrophies: These
are inherited conditions that
cause progressive clouding
or scarring of the cornea.
Fuchs’ dystrophy is the most
common of these dystro-
phies, which often runs in

families. This is a condition
in which the innermost layer
of cells in the cornea, the
endothelial cells, no longer
function in keeping the cor-
nea clear. As a result, fluid
can build up in the cornea,
causing it to be swollen and
cloudy. Some patients with
Fuchs’ dystrophy experience
debilitating glare, whereas
other patients can experi-
ence significant loss of vi-
sion.

Keratoconus is a common
condition for which corneal
transplants are performed.
In patients with keratoco-
nus, the cornea becomes in-
creasingly cone shaped over
time rather than remaining
dome shaped. This can lead
to loss of vision as light rays
bend or refract aberrantly
off the irregularly shaped
Individuals  with
keratoconus may experience

cornea.

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.

508-528-3344

&/

L

Mark Barsamian, D.0.

Shalin Zia, 0.D.

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.
508-473-7939

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

Saturday &

Donald L. Conn, 0.D.

EYE CENTER

WORLD-CLASS SURGICAL FACILITY - NO OR FEE CHARGE
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS ARE PRESENT FOR ALL SURGERIES

NOW ACCEPTING VSP VISION INSURANCE
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES

Dan Liu, M.D.

Dr. PurviPatel, 0.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.
508-528-3344

After Hours
Available

Michael R. Adams, 0.D.

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.
508-381-6040

Human Eye Anatomy

Ciliary body

Suspensory
ligament

progressive astigmatism and
a decrease in vision.

* Other acquired conditions
that may affect the health
and clarity of the cornea
include eye infections which
can cause significant scar-
ring, or even previous eye
surgeries that can result in
damage to the cornea.

What is a corneal
transplant?

In diseases in which the cor-
nea cannot be repaired with
medications alone, an ophthal-
mologist who specializes in per-
forming corneal transplants can
restore the clarity and health of
the cornea, as well as vision. In
these sight saving surgeries, the
diseased cornea is replaced with
a clear, healthy cornea from a
human donor who has gener-
ously chosen to donate their or-
gans after death. Luckily, in the
United States, there is a well es-
tablished infrastructure for tissue
procurement such that people
who require corneal transplants
do not need to be on a prolonged
waiting list in order to have sur-
gery. By replacing the damaged
tissue, a corneal transplant can
significantly improve a person’s
vision, enhance their quality of
life, and reduce symptoms like
pain or sensitivity to light. In this
era of modern medicine, corneal
transplants are very successful
and last up to 10 to 15 years, with
many lasting more than 30 years.

Sclera
Choroid
Retina

Fovea centralis

Optic disc
\~ (blind spot)

Blood vessels

Optic nerve

Are there different kinds
of corneal transplants?

Since the introduction of cor-
neal transplants in the 1900s,
these surgeries have evolved to
become more efficient with faster
healing times and better visual
outcomes. Corneal transplants
can be full thickness or partial
thickness transplants.

« Penetrating keratoplasty (PK):
Also known as a full thick-
ness corneal transplant, this
1s the most traditional form
of corneal transplant. In
PK, the diseased cornea is
removed by the surgeon, the
donor cornea is sized to fit
the patient’s eye, and stitches
are used to place the donor
cornea in the eye. The sur-
gery 1s performed when the
cornea is severely scarred or
damaged, affecting all of its
layers.

« Descemet’s Stripping Endo-
thelial Keratoplasty (DSEK):
In DSEK, only the inner-
most layer of the cornea,
called the endothelium, is
replaced. The rest of the
corneal layers remain intact.
This surgery is often used to
treat conditions that affect
the endothelium, such as
Fuchs’ dystrophy.

« Descemet’s Membrane Endo-
thelial Keratoplasty (DMEK):
DMEK is a more advanced
version of DSEK and is

EYES

continued on page 17
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Student Volunteers Foster Learning

with Preschoolers at Franklin ECDC

Franklin - Older student vol-
unteers in Franklin are making
meaningful connections to help
foster learning with preschool-
ers at the FX. O’Regan Early
Childhood Development Center
(ECDC).

Several ongoing partnerships
are providing opportunities for
student volunteers, from Horace
Mann Middle School, Franklin
High School, and Tri-County
Regional Vocational Technical
High School, to engage with pre-
school students by assisting with
classroom activities, reading sto-
ries and playing games.

During the first half of the
school year, five students from
the Horace Mann Middle
School Best Buddies program
made weekly visits to PK1 class-
rooms. These visits provided
opportunities for the four-year-
old preschoolers to engage in
fun, hands-on activities, offering
them the chance to learn, relate
and communicate with older stu-
dents.

The Best Buddies program
will continue in the second half
of the school year. The program
has been ongoing for several
years, but it was brought back
this school year after being dis-
continued since the COVID-19
pandemic.

In a new initiative this year,
students from Iranklin High
School have been visiting the
ECDC classrooms as part of
teacher Ashley Foster’s Early

Student volunteers from the Franklin High School Early Childhood

Class read to preschoolers at the at the F.X. O'Regan Early Childhood
Development Center. (Photos courtesy Franklin Public Schools

Childhood class. These high
schoolers prepare for their visits
by learning about preschool edu-
cation and child development,
with ECDC Principal Kim Tay-
lor even visiting their class to pro-
vide insights about the ECDC.
Toster’s class is making these vis-
its twice per semester.

“It has been wonderful to col-
laborate with Ms. Foster in order
to develop this meaningful con-
nection between the ECDC and
Franklin High School,” Principal
Taylor said. “We look forward to
continuing this partnership in the
months and years to come.”

The ECDC has also wel-
comed students from Tri-County

Regional Vocational Technical
High School’s Early Childhood

EYES
continued from page 16

considered one of the most
effective corneal transplant
procedures for treating en-
dothelial dysfunction. In
DMEK, only the thinnest
layer of tissue with endothe-
lial cells are transplanted.
Because of its precision,
DMEK has a faster recov-
ery time and better visual
outcomes than traditional
PK or DSEK procedures.

Do I need a corneal
transplant?

To determine whether you
would benefit from a corneal
transplant, a thorough evalu-

ation by an ophthalmologist is
necessary to determine whether
a transplant is appropriate. At
Milford Iranklin Eye Center,
we have corneal transplant sur-
geons who perform additional
testing to evaluate the patient’s
eye health, including measure-
ments of corneal thickness and
imaging scans. We also have es-
tablished relationships with eye
banks, which are organizations
that procure donated tissue and
screen for quality.

For more details, see our ad
on page 16.

Sponsored articles are submatted by
our advertisers. "The advertiser is solely
responstble for the content of " this article.

Career Program. These students
participate in a semester-long ex-
perience, attending each school
day every other week to gain
hands-on exposure to an inte-
grated preschool program. They
assist in classrooms, support cur-
riculum activities, and engage
with preschoolers during play-
time — both inside the classroom
and on the playground.

With approximately 72 stu-
dents across five PK1 classrooms,
these collaborative efforts con-
tinue to help establish a strong
sense of community and con-
nection within Iranklin Public
Schools.

“These partnerships create
incredible learning experiences
for both our older and younger

Horace Mann Middle School students from the Best Buddies program

spend time reading and playing with preschoolers at the F.X. O'Regan
Early Childhood Development Center.

students,” said Superintendent
Lucas Giguere. “Our preschool-
ers benefit from engaging with
positive role models, while our
student volunteers gain valuable
skills in leadership, education,
and mentorship.”

The ECDC is an inclusive,
integrated preschool, with a
15-student maximum per class-
room. The staff there includes
educational support profession-
als and specialists who provide
direct service to qualifying chil-
dren together with their teach-
ers, such as an occupational
therapist, a physical therapist, a
speech and language pathologist
and a board-certified behavioral
analyst.

The ECDC uses Pre-K On
My Way, a comprehensive, re-
search-based curriculum that
honors the developmental level
of each student and fosters skill
development in time for the stu-
dent’s arrival in kindergarten.

Children who reside in Frank-
lin may be enrolled in the ECDC
for next school year if they are at
least 3 years old and are not yet 5
years old by Aug. 31. A lottery is
held each February to randomly
select admissions due to limited
seats for the following school
year. Spots that become open
during the school year are filled
through rolling admission.

For more information, visit
https:/ /www.franklinps.net/o/
ecdc or call (508)541-8166.

Milford Church to Hold Electronics
Recycling Day April 26th

The First Congregational
Church of Milford is sponsoring
an Electronics Recycling Day on
Saturday, April 26, 2025, from 8
a.m. to 12 noon. The church will
ensure that 99% of dropped off
items will be reused and recycled.

All computer monitors, com-
puters, parts and accessories,
faxes, copiers, printers, scanners
and TV’s can be recycled. Recy-
cling fees range from $5 to $40
peritem. Cell phones can be re-

cycled at no charge and will be
donated to charities that recycle
and reuse them. The recycling
vendor will erase and shred all
hard drives at no additional cost.

This event is an easy and fun
way to dispose of the old elec-
tronics in your garage, basement,
attic and offices. So start set-

ting them aside now and bring
them to the church parking lot
on Saturday, April 26th. A drive
through process will allow those

donating to quickly drop off their
items where help will be avail-
able.

Drop off in the church park-
ing lot at 4 Congress St., Milford.
(Opposite Draper Park, next to
the Post Office). Please enter the
lot from the Church St. entrance,
cash only payments, please.

For more information contact
the church office at (508) 473-
5259.
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Franklin & Bellingham Rail Trail 5K Run and Walk on May 17th

By J.D. O’Gara

Lace up your sneakers and
come outdoors for the Frank-
lin & Bellingham Rail Trail’s
14th annual 5K Run and
Walk on Saturday, May 17th
at 9 a.m. Enjoy the outdoors
while supporting the contin-
ued development of the South-
ern New England Trunkline
Trail (SNETT). The Run and
Walk will begin at Southern
New England Trunkline Trail
(SNETT) Grove St. Trailhead,
with parking available at 210
Grove Street, Franklin (Waters
Corporation parking lot).

This event is open to par-
ticipants of all ages and fitness
levels, making it a great outdoor

activity for families and commu-
nity members. Plenty of water
and refreshments will be avail-
able during and after the race.
Whether you’re running, walk-
ing, or simply enjoying a scenic
stroll along the trail, the 5K of-
fers an opportunity to reconnect
with nature and support a great
local cause.

All proceeds will go towards
the committee efforts to advo-
cate for trail improvements.

Sue Fleuette, chair of this
year’s 5K, explains the 30 mem-
bers who comprise the

The Franklin & Bellingham
Rail Trail Committee (FBRTC)
have been busy continuing to ad-
vocate for improved trail safety.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Qualtty T tmely Servzce’

BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823

FREE ESTIMATES « FULLY INSURED
KEVIN LEMIRE, owNER

All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Tree Removal
Pruning/Trimming
Storm Damage
Land Clearing
Stump Grinding

CharronTreeService.com

Hey Ladies ...

Sizes 6.5ww - 1Tww, also 12m

Come See Al [he New
Wide Shoes For Spring

The styles below all have roomy toe

The Forgotten Foot

“It's Worth the Trip!”

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11a.m. - 6 p.m. « Sun. 12 -4 p.m.

508-879-3290

box and air cushioned inserts
for arch support

Franklin & Bellingham Rail Trail’s 14th Annual 5K Walk and Run will take place on May 17th this year, a
fundraiser for all ability levels aimed at improvements to the trail.
Photo used courtesy of the Franklin & Bellingham Rail Trail Committee

The group oversaw grading im-
provements last year, and about
four months ago, the installa-
tion of rapid flashing signs, paid
for by a grant, on Lake Street.
The IFBRTC also recently ap-
plied for a DCR grant for four
new benches on the trail, two in
Franklin and two in Bellingham,
from Grove to Center Street.
“It’s a Mass Trails grant,
and it’s an 80/20, so they would
cover 80% of it, and we would,
as a committee, cover 20%. Our
fingers are crossed, and we think
it will all go through. We should
know by June,” says Fleuette.

Future plans for the SNETT
include work to be performed by
the town of Franklin to extend
the trail into downtown Frank-
lin, and work to be performed
by DCR to rehabilitate the trail
in West Bellingham and Black-
stone.

Fleuette explains that the
work toward downtown Irank-
lin encompasses about a mile
and half of the rail trail.

“That’s a huge undertaking,”
says Fleuette, of Bellingham,
adding, “We acquired the land
through CSX, so there’s a lot
going on there, and it will be a
big boost to small businesses,
but that’s pretty far out. It takes
a long time and may take years
to complete it.” The town of
Franklin expressed its intent to

@s

purchase approximately 19.51
acres of unimproved land from
Grove Street to Union Railroad
line, Franklin from CSX Trans-
portation, Inc. last November.

The SNETT, which stretches
from Iranklin through Douglas
to the Connecticut border, con-
tinues to be a valuable resource
for the community. Fleuette
notes that the trail has seen an
all-time high daily average of
189 people.

And you can join them on
May 17th, at 9 a.m., supporting
this open space.

Registration is now open,
with an early registration fee

of $30 for adults, $25 for kids _

and free for seniors 70 years
and older. To secure your spot,
sign up early. Participants who
sign up prior to midnight April
30 will receive a commemora-
tive race gift. Learn more and
register at https://www.tri-
valleyfrontrunners.com/tbrtc/
FBRTCSK.php.

FRANKLIN &
BELLINGHAM

RAIL TRAIL COMMITTEE

In addition to the 5K, Fleu-
ette explains that events will
take place this spring on the Rail
Trail. She advises to check the
website for some planned story
walks and other events.

The Franklin Bellingham
Rail Trail Committee 1s always
looking for volunteers, and
Fleuette would personally love
for more folks from her neigh-
borhood of Bellingham to take
part. For information, visit www.
franklinbellinghamrailtrail.org:
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Franklin Art Assoc. Meeting April 2nd, Art Show at
Norfolk Library through April 25th

The Franklin Art Associa-
tion invites the public to our
Wednesday, April 2 meeting.
We will greet Guest Demo-
Artist, Kristina Occhino, our
painter for this month’s public
demonstration. She will be giv-
ing a talk about her work and
a demonstration of her water-
color technique.

Kristina Occhino, Beach Buoys

She has a Bachelor’s degree
in Studio Art from Skidmore
College and a MFA degree
from Rhode Island School of
Design. She has membership
in Foxboro Art Association,
the New England Watercolor
Society and the American Wa-
tercolor Society. She is an Art-
ist Member of Cape Cod Art

Center, Northeast Watercolor
Society and the RI Watercolor
Society.

A much sought after in-
structor, Kris currently teaches
painting at the Attleboro Arts
Museum and in her Treetop
Studio in Attleboro. Her work
can be seen at True Grit Art
Gallery in Middleboro, MA.

As a painter, she feels con-
stantly drawn to the beauty of
seascapes, landscapes, marine
Life and scenes of working
boats and harbor life.

The free-to-the-public-
meetings are held at the
Franklin Senior Center at 6:30
p-m. FAA welcomes the public
to attend. Refreshments are
served at the break. We have
an on-going FAA Scholarship
Fund supporting young artists’
school careers in art to which
attendees are invited to con-
tribute.

Kristina Occhino, Seascape

The FAA is supported by
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, the Franklin Cultural
Council, Franklin Cultural
District and www.franklinart.
org. And we can be viewed on
Facebook and Instagram.

Through April 25, Franklin
Art Association members will
hold an Art Show and Sale,
with an opening reception on
Thurday, April 10, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at Norfolk Public Li-
brary, 2 Liberty Lane, Norfolk,
MA.

Spring/Fall CLEAN UP

Weekly/Bi-Weekly
MOWING

CARLINO LANDSCAPING

Full Service Lawn Maintenance

Edging & Mulch
Installation

FERTILIZATION
PROGRAMS

Weed Prevention R 8- v B

Insect & Grub
Control

LAWN REPAIR
De-Thatching

Residential & Commercial

Huwesome Fervices & Great Rates
FREE Estimates + Licensed + Insured

For details call Tony
(508) 234-6227

www.CarlinoLandscaping.com

Core Aeration
Over Seeding
Trimming Shrubs

Shrub & Tree

Planting or Removal
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Looking to Go from Obscure to Champion

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Jack Sauer grew up in a fam-
ily atmosphere where his father
as well as his two uncles wres-
tled on the high school level,
and it was only inevitable that
the blood line would eventu-
ally come forward and he, too,
would take to the mats. His fa-
ther would take him to Carmine
Colace’s New England Gold
Wrestling Club, and instan-
tancously, the younger Sauer
would become enamored by the
sport of wrestling.

Originally, wrestling was
something that did not come
easy to the Franklin native as he
was going up against much older
wrestlers with a lot more experi-
ence. Eventually, he would begin
to find himself comfortable on
the mat, so much so that he de-
cided to forgo playing basketball
and focus solely on wrestling;

“It was around seventh grade
when I really started to get into
the sport and having success
in tournaments,” Sauer said.
“That year, I finished second in
the States and realized that all
my hard work had started to pay
off — it was a good feeling.”

When it was time to enter
high school in Franklin, the in-
coming freshman was not at all
intimidated by the numerous
wrestlers that had gone through
FHS to become perennial wres-
tlers. Sauer had already been in-
troduced to Coach Colace and
his coaches at New England
Gold, so he was more than ready
to don the Iranklin uniform and
hopefully following in the steps
of so many other wrestlers.

That inaugural year wrestling
for the Panthers, Sauer came out

like gangbusters, wresting at 120
Ibs. He went 22-11 that season,
finishing second in the Section-
als and eighth in the Division 1
State Tournament.

“The confidence was there
that year, and I knew that I could
only get better after beating the
older kids,” he said. “I did need
to improve on my neutral game,
so after the high school season,
I worked on that with my club
team learning new techniques
and asking the coaches for ad-
vice.”

As a sophomore, Sauer
moved up two weight classes to
132 pounds and once again put
forth a decent season posting a
34-5 record for the Panthers.
Unfortunately, although he
had another impressive regular
season, the post-season was far
from what he expected.

“In the Sectionals I was not
there mentally; I was overthink-
ing things, and I psyched my-
self out,” Sauer said. “My first
match was close, but I lost to a
kid that I had beaten during the
regular season; I underestimated
him and lost.”

Sauer would come back and
win his second match but lost
his third match and therefore
didn’t qualify to continue onto
the State Tournament. He was
definitely disappointed in his
performance, but he knew that
it was his own fault.

“It was all on myself, and it
gave me the motivation to get
better for my junior season,”
he said. “Once again, I worked
hard in the off-season with my
club team to get better.”

Coming into this year, his
tenth overall as a wrestler and
his junior year at Franklin,

Through perseverance and hard work, as well as making sure not to overthink his matches, FHS wrestler Jack
Sauer aims, ultimately, to be a State Champion.

Sauer took each match individu-
ally. He would enter each match
with a more relaxed demeanor
and stayed far away from over-
thinking things while believing
in his ability and hard work.

As a junior, Sauer took an-
other step up and recorded a
43-13 season wrestling at 144 Ibs.
He would go on to capture sec-
ond place at the Sectionals and
third in the States and believed
that he was definitely back. It was
a really good feeling

[ Catt todtay for AC
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- coan

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
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“He overcame a disastrous
post-season last year after win-
ning 35 matches and bowing out
in the Sectionals,” Colace said.
“All that after placing in the
States a year earlier as a fresh-
man. He didn’t stop working
after his downfall and although
he doesn’t find himself in the
limelight, Jack has become a
leader as an underclassman;
leading by example.”

By finishing third at the
States, Sauer can compete at
the New England Tournament,
where his goals are to finish in
the top eight in his weight class
while employing the same mind-
set he’s used all season long,

Coming into his junior sea-
son, Sauer was looking to eclipse
100 career wins (he is currently
one shy at the time of this writ-
ing) and place at the States doing
the best that he could possibly
do. He finished third but was
looking to be number one.

When the season eventually
concludes, he is going to get
back to work with his club team
looking to improve even more.

“I still need to get better and
need to improve some of my
techniques,” Sauer said. “I've
got to make sure my opponents
are not keeping me from getting
out of their holds.”

Colace noted that the junior
is continually working hard, and
his dedication is coming to frui-
tion.

“Next year, I will be looking
for more leadership from him
while promoting wrestling in
and out of season,” the Coach
said. “He is one of the hardest
workers in the room, and his ex-
amples will spread amongst the
other wrestlers.”

Next year as a senior, Sauer
is looking to become a State
Champion for Franklin and the
first in his family.

“It would really be cool to
get my name up there with the
other State Champions that
have passed through Franklin,”
he said. “Every day we walk by
the list of the past Sectional and
State Champions and New Eng-
land finalists; it would be really
huge honor to be part of that
group. It’s definitely motivation.”
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Franklin High Star Athlete Nally
Takes Helm of Millis Baseball

By KEN HAMWEY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Jack Nally, who’s been hired
as Millis High’s new baseball
coach, knows he’s facing a Her-
culean task but he’s ready to re-
vive and rebuild the Mohawks’
program.

Millis hasn’t had a winning
program since 2013 and its re-
cords from 2022-2024 indicate it
needs help. The Mohawks were
winless during the 2022 cam-
paign (0-18) but still managed to
get a playoff invitation, beating
Nashoba Valley Tech before los-
ing to Bourne. The 2023 squad
was 6-16 and last year Millis fin-
ished 4-17.

A native of Franklin, Nally is
only 23, but his youth could be
a prime asset in leading the Mo-
hawks to greener pastures. His
athletic background as a player

is phenomenal and although his
coaching experience is limited,
he excelled in his first year as an
assistant for Franklin’s successful
football team last year.

Nally played football and
baseball at Franklin High and
at Wesleyan University where
he majored in economics and
graduated with a 3.5 GPA. As
a wide receiver at Franklin, the
5-foot-10 Nally had 127 recep-
tions in 26 games. That career
number was a school record for
three years.

“I’'m pleased and excited for
the opportunity to coach base-
ball at Millis High,” Nally said.
“There’ll be challenges but 1
look forward to great moments
that our players will create.”

Nally’s athletic philosophy is
that “true competitors play to
win but on a day-to-day basis

Sports

it’s more about reaching one’s
potential and enjoying an ath-
letic journey.” He also believes
that life lessons can be learned
in sports. “Players learn to over-
come adversity, to be resilient,
to lead and to accept responsi-
bility,” he offered.

Opening day for Millis’
baseball team is a home game
against Norton on March 31.
Win or lose, it’s the start of a
coaching career that should in-
volve lots of success.

Jack Nally, left, coached wide
receivers and defensive backs
last fall for Franklin football
coach Todd Kiley. He now takes
his skills to lead Millis.

Think Summer! Warm weather. Beaches. Golfing. Hiking.
Outdoor dining. Are you looking forward to it as much as we

are? Then promote your business and events with our annual

TheYankeeXpr ess localtownpagesiMl [ Rll_;,]% PRESS

BLACKSTONE VALLEYXpress

Summer Guide - jam-packed with things to do this summer.
Just add warm weather!

Reach more than 73,000 homes and businesses this June with our Annual Summer Guide.
Direct mailed to Auburn, Charlton, Dudley, Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale,
Mendon, Millbury, Northbridge, Oxford, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Webster!

Reservation Deadline is May 8th! Contact Jen Schofield
at 508-570-6544 or by email at
jenschofield@localtownpages.com
to book your space today!
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HERO ACT
HIGHLIGHTS

100% SERVICE-CONNECTED VETERANS (INCLUDING TOTAL DISABILITY BASED
ON UNEMPLOYARBILITY) NOW QUALIFY FOR THE MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE TAX
EXEMPTION. SEE TOWN ASSESSORS OFFICE TO APPLY.

100% SERVICE-CONNECTED VETERANS ALSO QUALIFY FOR WAIVER OF RMV
REGISTRATION FEE (ONE VEHICLE) AND LICENSE FEE.

FRANKLIN TOWN COUNCIL ADOPTED ANNUAL COST-OF-LIVING
ADJUSTMENT FOR DISABLED VETERANS' PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS.

STATE ANNUITY RECIPIENTS WILL RECEIVE $2500 ANNUALLY IN ONE LUMP
SUM STARTING AUG 2025. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
HTTPS:/[WWW.MASS.GOV/INFO-DETAILS/VETERAN-ANNUITY-BENEFIT

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES NOW HAVE 10 YEARS TO APPLY FOR ACTIVE DUTY
BUY-BACK TIME.

CHAPTER 115 DEFINITION OF A VETERAN IS BROADENED TO ALIGN WITH THE
FEDERAL DEFINITION.

FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE HERO ACT, VISIT
HTTPS:/[WWW.MASS.GOV/INFO-DETAILS/HERO-ACT

IF YOU ARE A FRANKLIN RESIDENT WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT VETERANS'
BENEFITS, CALL 508-613-1315

LIVE IN ANOTHER TOWN? FIND YOUR VSO HERE:
HTTPS://WWW.MASS.GOV/INFO-DETAILS/FIND-A-VETERANS-SERVICE-
OFFICER-NEAR-YOU

RECYCLE THIS

NEWSPAPER

Veterans’ Services Office Notes

(508) 613-1315

April 2 - Veterans’ Coffee
Social - 10 a.m. at the Senior
Center. Please join us for a cel-
ebration of the Starbucks team
this month. All Veterans are wel-
come!

April 14 - Air Force Reserve’s
77th Birthday

April 17 — Veterans” Council/
Memorial Day Parade Planning
Meeting — 7 p.m. at the Senior
Center. All members of the com-
munity are invited.

April 23 - Army Reserve’s
117th Birthday

The next brick installation on
the Veterans Memorial Walkway
will be in May. Engraved bricks

make great birthday, Mother’s or
Father’s Day gifts for your special
Veteran or current military ser-
vice member. The deadline for
ordering for this installation is
April 11. Brick order forms are
available in the Town Hall and
Senior Center lobbies or online
at: franklinma.gov/335/ Veter-
ans-Services

Please return orders to the
Veterans’ Services Office. Thank
you to those who have supported
the Walkway project!

The Tune It Out guitar lessons
program for Veterans meets on
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Se-
nior Center. There is no charge

for lessons, and no guitar experi-
ence is required. Call Veterans’
Services for details.

The Warrior Within Yoga class
for Veterans and First Respond-
ers meets on Thursdays from 6-7
p-m. at the Senior Center. There
1s no charge for classes. Call Vet-
erans’ Services to register.

SAVE-THE-DATES - Friday,
May 23 - Memorial Day Breakfast
at the Senior Center - Monday,
May 26 - Memorial Day Parade
and Ceremony on the Town Com-
mon. Stay tuned for details!

Please wvisit franklinma.
gov/335/Veterans-Services to
learn more about Iranklin Veter-
ans’ Services.

Franklin Fallen Heroes’
Remembrance Ceremonies

In honor of the 45 Franklin
Veterans who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice while serving in
the U.S. Armed Forces, remem-
brance ceremonies are held on
the anniversary of their KIA
date. The ceremonies are led

by members of the American
Legion Post 75 and VFW Post

3402 and are held at 9 a.m. on
the Veterans Memorial Walk-
way on the Franklin Town Com-
mon. Family members, friends
and members of the community
are all welcome to attend. In the
event of inclement weather, the
ceremony will be postponed to
the following day.

APRIL

April 9 - Joseph R. Paulette —
Vietnam

April 9 - Russell W. Shaw — Viet-

nam
April 17 - John J. Kell - WWII

April 30 - John E. Pasquantonio
— Vietnam

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

R e
A
Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts,
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST

A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.
WHY YOU NEED A WILL

Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for
children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY

A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as
your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual
who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to
petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

3

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310
or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

Circle of Friends to Welcome The
Kennedys April 5th

The Kennedys return to the
Circle of Itiends Coffechouse in
TFranklin on Saturday, April 5th,
as part of their 30th anniversary
tour. They will be celebrating 30
years of recording albums with a
specially curated tour featuring
songs drawn from the full spec-
trum of their 17 releases.

The Kennedys are an Ameri-
can folk-rock band, consisting
of husband and wife, Pete and
Maura Kennedy. They are rec-

SPARTAN
Car Service

508-733-1356

FRANKLIN, MA

e
el
spartancarservice.com [a]u: g‘;

ognized for their harmonies and
instrumental prowess, blending
elements of country music, blue-
grass, Western swing and jangle-
pop-

The Circle of Friends Coftee-
house is a non-profit organiza-
tion affiliated with Franklin’s First
Universalist Society. Concerts
are presented in a smoke free
and alcohol-free environment at
the Society’s handicapped acces-
sible Meetinghouse, 262 Chest-

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE

RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION

“(BOS) (PVD) (ORH)

VISITUS & (=13 3 [=]
BOOK ONLINE mp R34

[ LF

nut St. in Franklin, and begin
at 7:30 p.m.; doors open at 7:00
PM. Beverages and gourmet des-
serts will be available. Admission
1s $25. Please wvisit http://www.
circlefolk.org/ to purchase tickets
or for more information.

Upcoming Show: May 17
John Gorka
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Franklin Art Association
meeting, 6:30 p.m., Franklin
Senior Center, 10 Daniel Mc-
Cabhill St., Franklin, guest artist
Kristina Occhino will describe
and demonstrate her watercolor
technique

Virtual Author Talk with Jodi
Picoult, 7-8 p.m., through Bell-
ingham Public Library, a chat
with the highly acclaimed New
York Times bestselling author
Jodi Picoult about her newest
novel, By Any Other Name.
To register for the Zoom link,
https://libraryc.org/belling-
hamma/ 70728

Eid Celebration! 3 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin, family pro-
gram

Friends of Millis Library
book sale, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m., Millis
Public Library, 961 Main St.,
Millis

Blackstone Valley Amateur
Radio Club Demonstration, 10
a.m.- 1 p.m., Bellingham Pub-
lic Library, 100 Blackstone St.,
Bellingham, MA. Questions to
Mickey Callahan, KIWMC, at
mickc@comcast.net

Circle of Friends presents
The Kennedys, 7:30 p.m. (doors
open at 7), Circle of Friends
Coffeehouse, Franklin’s First
Universalist Society handi-
capped accessible Meeting-
house, 262 Chestnut St. in
Franklin, Beverages and gour-
met desserts available. Tickets
at http://www.circlefolk.org/ .

Friends of Millis Library bag
sale, 1-3 p.m., Millis Public Li-
brary, 961 Main St., Millis, fill a
brown bag with books for $5

April 8

PULSE (Tri-County Regional
Chamber Young Profession-
als) after Hours, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
PINZ, 110 S. Main St., Milford,
info. at https://www.tricoun-
tychamberma.org/pulse-young-
professionals-networking

Spring Health Fair, 3:30 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin, presented
by Franklin Public Library and
Franklin Health Department.
Includes local vendors, health
services, refreshments, face
painting, health screenings, kids’
zone and more.

Franklin Public Library Book
Sale, 1-5 p.m., Franklin Public
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin,
All books $1

Franklin Public Library Book
Sale, 9 a.m. -12 p.m., Franklin
Public Library, 118 Main St.,
Franklin, All books $1

Boston Typewriter Orchestra
Free Concert! 3 p.m., Franklin
Public Library, 118 Main St.,
Franklin, Funding for this pro-
gram is provided by The Frank-
lin Cultural District, a local
agency funded by Mass Cul-
tural Council, a state agency.

Calendar

PETTY - Celebrating the
Music of Tom Petty and the
Heartbreakers, 1-2 p.m., Belling-
ham Public Library, 100 Black-
stone St., Bellingham, presented
by Blackstone Valley Music

Franklin Earth Day Cleanup,
9 a.m. - 12 p.m., behind Beaver
Pond

Wrentham 1775 Muster Re-
enactment, 10 a.m., Gavel Res-
taurant, 36 South Street

Wrentham, which will con-
tinue outside on the Common
until approximately 11:30 a.m.
Seating in the Gavel limited.
For updated information, visit
https://alanrearls.wixsite.com/
mysite-1

Second Annual Honey Tast-
ing, 2 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin,
brief talk on honey making
and history in Massachusetts
followed by a tasting of local
& flavored honeys, with prize
drawing at end. Made possible
by the support of The Friends
of the Franklin Library!

Tax Talk: Personal & Entre-
preneur Workshop, 3:30 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin

Franklin UMC 4th Annual
Community Easter Egg Hunt,
11:15 a.m., Children ages 0-10
are invited to hunt eggs in des-
ignated areas separated by age-
group. FREE. Participants asked
to bring their own basket or bag.
Light refreshments and coffee
will be served inside church.

Charles River Chorale Celebrates 40
Years with Magical Spring Concert

Medway, MA — The Charles
River Chorale is excited to pres-
ent its Spring Concert, *If You
Can Dream It, You Can Do It:
40 Years of Making Music Magi-
cal*, on May 3rd at 5 p.m. at the
Medway High School Audito-
rium. This special event marks
the chorale’s 40th anniversary,
celebrating four decades of com-
munity and song

Under the direction of Ashley
Nelson-Oneschuk, the 100-mem-
ber chorale will perform a pow-
erful mix of Disney classics,
traditional choral pieces, and pop
songs that highlight the themes
of hope, dreams, and the power

of believing,

The concert will also feature
Grammy-nominated Recording
Artist and NBC’s The Voice Fi-
nalist Michelle Brooks-Thomp-
son, whose soulful renditions will
clevate the evening, and a perfor-
mance by the Children’s Choir,
adding a vibrant, intergenera-
tional touch.

“This concert celebrates 40
years of sharing the power of
music with our community,”
said Nelson-Oneschuk. “We’re
thrilled to mark this milestone
with a performance that high-
lights the strength of hopes and

dreams.”

For more information and
ticket details, visit our link:
https://www.charlesriverchorale.
com/tickets or access the QR
code provided.

Dean Vocal Ensemble Con-
cert: “Folk Princess,” 1 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin

Is the Future of Humanities
and Libraries Digital?, 6:30
p.m., Franklin Public Library,
118 Main St., Franklin, with
guest speaker Dr. John Woit-
kowitz, Head of the Digital
Labs at the Germany’s Berlin
State Library (SBB)

An Evening of Conversation
Regarding Food Sovereignty
and Access with special guest
speaker Sister Anna Gilbert-
Muhammad, 7-8:30 p.m., First
Universalist Society of Frank-
lin, 262 Chestnut St., Franklin,
Hosted by the FUSF Food Jus-
tice Team

JUNTO Non-Fiction Book
Club, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Public
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin.

Six days of War by Michael
B. Oren

Flower Slime, 2 p.m., Frank-
lin Public Library, 118 Main
St., Franklin, make your own
slime

Annual Earth Day Charles
River Cleanup, volunteer for
a location at https://www.
charlesrivercleanup.org/

Franklin Ladybug Trail 3rd
Annual Spring Walk, presented
by Franklin Downtown Part-

nership, search for Franklin’s
ladybug sculptures and find ac-
tivities or treats at public places
like Dean College, Franklin Li-
brary, Historical Museum, and
at least 15 retailers. Rain date:
April 27, For more information,
Visit

https://www.instagram.
com/franklindowntownpart-
nership/ and

https:/ /www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.
org/

Spring Carnival, 1 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin

3rd Annual Franklin Dis-
ability Expo, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Franklin Senior Center, 10
Daniel McCahill St., Franklin,
presented by the IFranklin Dis-
ability Commission. Discover
services available to you as well
as connect with disability ven-
dors.

Free concert: Michael Rivelis,
7 p.m., Franklin United Meth-
odist Church (UMC), 82 West
Central St., Franklin, Folk Rock
and Classic Rock hits from the
’60s to the "90s

Electronics Recycling Day,
8 a.m. - 12 p.m., First Congre-
gational Church of Milford, 4
Congress St., Milford (please
enter lot from Church St.,),
items $5-$20 to recycle, cell
phones donated to charity at
no cost

1:00 p.m.

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Route 16, Mendon - 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com




Page 24

Franklin Local Town Pages | www.franklintownnews.com

April 2025

Franklin PorchFest
Returns, June 7th

We are excited to announce
the return of Iranklin Porchlest
in 2025. PorchFest is an outdoor
music event that will be held on
Saturday, June 7t0000from 12 to
6 p.m. with a rain date of Sun-
day, June 8th.

Musicians and bands of all
genres will be performing on
porches and patios throughout
Franklin’s Cultural District. This
walkable event is also the perfect
opportunity to check out our
local shops and restaurants.

All the information you need
1s on our website https://frank-
lin.porchfest.info/.

If you have a band or are a
performer and would be inter-
ested in performing at Franklin
PorchFest, click the tab up top
on our website; “Band” and reg-
ister for the event. Porch own-
ers interested in hosting a band
can also register by clicking the
tab “Porch”. TFranklin Porchlest
is made possible with investment
funds granted from the Mass
Cultural Council through the

v

Cultural
Council

I 5
|| @

Franklin Cultural District Com-

mittee and the Town of Franklin.
You can also follow us on

Facebook and Instagram.

As this event nears, we’ll post
volunteer opportunities on our
website.  We’ll be looking for
Porch Managers (responsible
for working with Porch Hosts
and Bands to ensure that perfor-
mances go off as planned) and
PorchFest Information Booth
Volunteers (they’ll provide event
information and maps on the day
of the event).

Want Fresh Vegetables? No
Garden Necessary!

By Marissa Bovie, FOUNDING
MEMBER - ENERGIZE FRANKLIN

As we inch closer and closer
to spring, I find myself planning
ahead for the summer, and my
January l1st resolution to grow
my own vegetables this year. I
wanted to have access to fresh
vegetables and herbs, and grow-
ing my own seemed like a good
way to connect to nature and
boost my mental health. Hav-
ing grown up with parents that
were avid gardeners, I know
that this is the time of year to
do my research and get things
started. My apartment may not
allow me to grow things in the
shared yard space or have raised
beds, but I know there are lots
of options for container garden-
ing. Plants like lettuce, tomatoes,
peppers, strawberries, basil, var-
ious herbs, and even cucumbers
can all be grown in containers.

Some things I've been con-
sidering include the location for
my various pots and contain-
ers. Experts recommend loca-
tions with at least five hours of
sunlight, whether that’s outside
or through a window. I'm also
planning to reuse as many con-

WOODSTOCK BUILDING ASSOCIATES, LLC
The Leader in Design-Build

WOODSTOCK, CT
3 Route 171, Suile 1

B00-928-0897

A\
WBA

FRANKLIN, MA
L5 Main Slreel, Suite 11A
SUB-5T0-4853

Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!

If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects,
then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

Learn more here: wbahomes.com |

Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com

:
s

tainers as possible that I already
have. As long as they didn’t con-
tain anything toxic or harmful,
you can upcycle a variety of
containers for your gardening.
Old milk jugs, yogurt containers,
etc., are all good options, espe-
cially for starting out seedlings.
Of course, I'll have to drill some
holes in the bottom for drainage,
but if T don’t have a drill, I can
borrow one from the neighbors.
There are also a variety of local
sources for seeds, and many of
those locations would be happy
to provide folks with recommen-
dations.

*ve done some container gar-
dening in the past, sometimes
with mixed results, but 'm ex-
cited to try my hand at it again
this year. Besides having an
easy source of fresh fruits and
vegetables once I get my con-
tainers going, I also know that
growing some of my own food
will help lower the total energy
cost of my diet. This, along with
trying to purchase more of my

Mint is an herb that does well in
containers.

other items from local farmers
or producers, helps make a dif-
ference for our planet, which is
especially poignant as we come
up on Earth Day.

If you want more ideas for
climate-friendly actions you can
take, please visit Energizefrank-
lin.org.

Franklin LGBTQ
Alliance Plans
Upcoming Events

Rock Painting, April 3rd, 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at Franklin TV and Radio
23 Hutchinson St.

Join us as we get ready for
the Ladybug Trail Spring Walk.
We will be making friendship
rocks painted like ladybugs. We
are making them for our friend
Pete who owns Pete’s Nerd Em-
porium here in town, where our
book clubs are held. While paint-
ing, we will be discussing the dif-
ferent LGBTQ+ days in April:
International Asexuality day
which is on April 6th, Interna-
tional Day of Pink which is the
second Wednesday in April, and
Lesbian Visibility Day which is
April 26th.

Brunch with Non-Scene Friends,
April 5th, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Mak’s
Roast Beef, 451 W. Central St.

Join us as we make some new
friends while cating some great
food! A relatively cheap but de-
licious place to eat with a vari-
ety of menu options, including

vegan options! Just ask for the
reservation under Max.

LGBTQ Book Club, April 9th,
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Pete’s Nerd
Emporium 10 Main St.

Join us as we discuss Gideon
the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir.
Brought up by unfriendly, os-
sifying nuns, ancient retainers,
and countless skeletons, Gideon
is ready to abandon a life of ser-
vitude and an afterlife as a re-
animated corpse. She packs up
her sword, her shoes, and her
dirty magazines, and prepares to
launch her daring escape.

Celebrate with Pride is coming up
quick!

On June 21st with a rain date
of June 22nd from 12-4 pm, it
will be on the Franklin Town
Common. We are looking for
volunteers and vendors/exhibi-
tors. For more information and
to sign up, visit our website www.
franklinlgbtqalliance.com
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The College Essay - Let the Student’s Voice be Heard!

My favorite pastime is reading
students’ college essays and essay
tips from the masters - Admis-
sions Officers. Does this make
me a college nerd? Probably! But
it certainly is why I do what I do!

Selecting a college essay topic
can become the most challeng-
ing aspect of the application
process. Students tend to search
for the perfect topic that is not
cliche, layered with the pressure
to create a fascinating story that
has never been told before. The
truth is, all stories have been told
before: the comeback story after
a basketball injury, the mission
trip that changed your life, the
patience you showed after vaca-
tioning with 30 family members
in a small cabin with one bath-
room. The lesson is that there is
no one unique topic - they have
all been done.

Does this mean that you settle
for mediocrity? No, but it does
mean that you need to differen-
tiate yourself by finding YOUR
voice, make sure it is heard, and
unvell the fantastic and authentic
YOU in your story. Here are a
few tips from the masters. FREE
RESOURCE: email me for the
full list of tips.

1. Just make sure that the
story you're telling is
uniquely YOURS.

“I believe everyone has a
story worth telling. Don’t
feel like you have to have
had a huge, life-changing,
drama-filled experience.
Sometimes the seemingly
smallest moments lead us to
the biggest breakthroughs.”
Maggie Schuh, high school Eng-
lish teacher in St. Lous.

2. We want to learn about
growth.

“Some students spend a lot
of time summarizing the
plot or describing their work
and the “in what way” part
of the essay winds up being
one sentence. The part that
1s about you 1s the most im-
portant part. The majority
of the essay should be about
your response and reaction
to the work. How did it af-
fect or change you?” Dean
J, admissions officer and blogger
Jrom Unwersity of Virginia.

3. Tell a good story.

“Most people prefer reading
a good story over anything
else. So... tell a great story in
your essay. Worry less about
providing as many details
about you as possible and
more about captivating the
reader’s attention inside of
a great narrative. I read a
great essay this year where
an applicant walked me
through the steps of medi-
tation and how your body
responds to it. Loved it.” Jeff
Schiffman, Durector of Admus-
stons at Tulane Universily

4. Write like a journalist.

“The first few sentences
must capture the reader’s
attention, provide a gist of
the story, and give a sense
of where the essay is head-
ing. Think about any article
you've read—how do you
decide to read it? You read
the first few sentences and
then decide. The same goes
for college essays. A strong
lead will place your reader in

FISH of Franklin Seeks Volunteers

Nonprofit Offers Rides to Medical Appoint-
ments for Franklin Residents

FISH of Franklin’s mission
is helping Franklin residents get
to their medical appointments
— and volunteers are needed.
FISH, which began at the Frank-
lin Federated Church in 1973, is
a non-profit organization run
completely by volunteers. People
give their time to either drive
or answer telephone calls. They
schedule and arrange for drivers
to transport clients to and from
appointments. They have driven
as far as Boston and Providence,

and locations in between such as
Milford, Upton, Walpole, Welles-
ley and Norwood.

Those requesting rides can re-
quest up to two rides to medical
appointments per month, and
the names of all those requesting
rides are kept confidential.

If you are interested in volun-
teering for FISH or are a Frank-
lin resident in need of a ride to a
medical appointment, call (508)
528-2121.

\\,

it

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions

Consultants

the “accept” mindset from
the beginning of the essay.
A weak lead will have your
reader thinking “reject”™—
a mindset from which it’s
nearly impossible to recov-
er.” Brad Schille;, MIT gradu-
ate and CEO of Prompt

5. Write like you speak.

“You should use words and
phrases that you would actu-
ally use in everyday conver-

sation. The most meaning-
ful essays are those where I
feel like the student is sitting
next to me, just talking to
me”. Kum Struglinski, admis-
stons counselor from Vanderbult

University.

. Read it aloud.

“Reading your essay aloud
1s the best way to corrobo-
rate that your essay is reveal-
ing your voice. Do you feel

the emotions? Is it a good
story? Is the reader learning
something valuable about
you? And, will the admis-
sion reader say ‘yes, I can
see this student making a
difference at our college’?”
Tracy Sullivan & Maryline Mi-
chel Rulewicz, College 101 Ad-
mussion Consultants

There are so many admis-
sion resources out there. I really
enjoy reading Rick Clark’s Geor-
gia Tech Admission Blog. He is
knowledgeable, honest, and tells
an engaging story. Hint: elements
of a good essay!

The college tips were para-
phrased from College Essay
Guys’s “35+ Best College Essay
Tips from College Application
Experts”.

College 101 Admissions Consul-
tants LLC.

Website: www.mycollege101.com.
Email: tracy@mycollege101.com.
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submatted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

A

W

Manufactured |

Same or Next Day Turnaround
NOTE: TEMPERED GLASS WILL REQUIRE LONGER LEAD TIMES.

Call: 508-528-9550
273 Beaver Street, Franklin MA

Email: franklinglasscompany@gmail.com | www.franklinglasscompany.com
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Fogged Windows?
See What You’ve Been Missing!
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SAFE Coalition
Announces 3rd Annual
Gala for May 8

SAFE Coalition has
nounced their 3rd Annual Gala
for May 8, 2025, at the Lakev-
iew Pavilion in Foxborough.
Titled “An Evening of Giving,”
the event will raise funds to ad-
vance SAFE’s mission of offering
compassionate, judgement-free
support to those affected by sub-
stance use disorder and mental
health challenges.

Guests of SAFE’s gala will
enjoy a gourmet dinner, live
music, silent and live auctions,
and inspirational guest speakers.

Jake Haendel will be the key-
note speaker, whose podcast
Blink is currently at the top of the
Apple Podcast charts. Haendel,
a Boston native, struggled with
substance misuse in early adult-
hood. He is the only known sur-
vivor of a rare brain disease that
caused him to develop “locked-in
syndrome,” a condition causing
complete, coma-like body pa-
ralysis.

“All kids are good kids,” says
Haendel, “and substance use dis-

an-

order does not discriminate.”

Struggles like depression,
anxiety, and trauma affect all
kids, regardless of background,
he says. These stressors can result
in harmful coping mechanisms
regardless of a person’s outward
appearance or perceived privi-
leges.

Businesses and individuals
across New England show their
support of SAFE’s work to re-
duce stigma and raise awareness
by sponsoring the gala, such as
Direct Federal Credit Union,
who secured a champion spon-
sorship for the 2025 gala.

“Direct Federal Credit Union
1s commiitted to supporting orga-
nizations like SATE that make
a difference in our community,”
says Kristen Johnson, DCFU Se-
nior Vice President, Employee &
Brand Experience.

SAFE serves over 50 commu-
nities in Massachusetts with pro-
grams for teens, support groups
for loved one’s impacted by oth-
ers’ substance use, harm reduc-

YOu RE NOT ALONE
tion education, and resources for
families in need.

“At the gala we bring together
stakeholders, community part-
ners, and members of the pub-
lic, without whom we would not
exist,” says SAFE Co-founder
and Director of Family Recov-
ery Jim Derick. “This event pro-
vides a platform to highlight our
services and successes, report on
impacts we have made, and chart
our course for the year to come.”

Purchase tickets, secure a
sponsorship, donate to the live
and silent auctions, and learn
more about SAFE’s work at
www.safecoalitionma.org/2025-
safe-gala

Learn more about SAFE
Coalition at (508) 488-8105 or
info@salecoalitionma.org,

CONTAINER AND RUBBISH

BEN’S CONTAINER & RUBBISH

Delivering affordable and fast dumpster, portable
toilet and luxury restroom trailer service
throughout the Southern New England Area.

14 West Street, Douglas, MA
508-476-1500

www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

SERVICES INCLUDE:

*15 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters

+20Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters

+Standard Portable Toilets

*ADA Accessible Portable Toilets

*Luxury Heated and Cooled Restroom Trailers
*Emergency Service Deliveries on Nights & Weekends

SAFE Responds to
WCVB Story on Opioid
Abatement Fund

SAFE 1is thankful to Mike
Beaudet and WCVB for high-
lighting the opioid abatement
fund expenditure concerns in a
recent news segment (https://
www.wcvb.com/article/
opioid-fighting-windfall-sit-
ting-unspent-massachusetts-mu-
nicipal-coffers/63854693) .

SAFE Coalition has worked
with over a dozen communities
in Massachusetts to advise, coor-
dinate, and deliver community
services related to opioid abate-
ment funds. “Families and indi-
viduals who have been impacted
by the opioid epidemic deserve
these funds to go to support and
recovery,” says SAFE CEO and
co-founder Jen Levine. “We want
to help make that process as
quick and seamless as possible.”

Founded in 2015, SAFE is
the only nonprofit in southeast
Massachusetts offering wrap-
around, zero-cost substance use
and mental health services to in-
dividuals and families. We have
close, first-hand knowledge of
the opioid crisis’s impact today
and the complex landscape of
municipal abatement funds.

Opioid fund expenditure
plans are incredibly specific,
secking impact through seven
key strategies including sup-
porting people in treatment and
recovery, building greater con-
nections to care, offering harm
reduction (like Narcan, fentanyl
test strips, and safe syringe pro-
grams), supporting parents and
families, and preventing misuse
through prevention education.

SAFE has a team dedicated to
understanding this expenditure
strategy and working with mu-

Quality Tree Care

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

Shade Tree Pruning ¢ Tree Removal
Ornamental Tree Pruning
Bucket Truck Service

Call the certified arborists at

Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

The name you have trusted since 1984.
Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured

DESTITO
TREE SERVICES

nicipalities to get it right the first
time. “We can appreciate how
this unique funding source can
create gaps in municipal knowl-
edge related to spending,” Levine
says. “Our hope is to bridge that
knowledge gap so funds can be
allocated according to set time-
lines and expectations.”

Families and individuals have
been impacted by the opioid
epidemic for over 20 years. “By
utilizing these funds, we honor
all those who have struggled or
are currently struggling and en-
courage people to get care before
crisis” says Levine.

SAFE works directly with
communities to deliver targeted
services based on their high-
est needs. SAFE’s services are
designed to support individuals
at every stage of their recovery
journey, from individual and
family support groups to youth
education initiatives, peer-led
programs, mediation, and coun-
seling services.

We also provide practical re-
sources such as diaper and car
seat banks, medication take-back
events, Narcan training, trauma-
centered yoga, and CPR instruc-
tion — all designed to address the
broader social and environmen-
tal determinants of substance
misuse and mental health.

Through a trauma-informed,
culturally responsive approach,
we ensure that individuals in the
community can readily access
the critical services they need
to improve their overall health,
safety, and well-being

For more information on the
SAFE Coalition, visit www.safe-
coalitionma.org.

Nicholas Destito
® 781-551-0266

# 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com
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April 2025 at First Universalist Society in Franklin

Climate: What will you do?
Sunday, April 6, 2025 @ 10 a.m.

The issue of climate change is
an immense problem which can
seem overwhelming. The Unitar-
1an Universalist values of Justice,
Equity, Transformation, Plural-
1sm, Interdependence, Generos-
ity and Love remind us of our
responsibility to protect the earth
and all beings from exploitation
and to respect the interdependent
web of existence.

Please join us for this Lay Led
service as several members of
FUSFE’s Climate Justice Team
share personal perspectives and

the steps they are taking to put
UU Values and their faith into
action! They will also share ex-
amples of relatively simple steps
one can take to make a difference.
You are cordially invited to
continue the discussion after ser-
vice over coflee and treats in our
Fellowship Café.
An Evening of Conversation Regarding Food

Sovereignty and Access With special guest
speaker Sister Anna Gilbert-Muhammad

Hosted by: the FUSF Food Justice Team
Thursday, April 24, 2025, 7-8:30 p.m.

The FUSF Food Justice team
invites you to share an evening

of thoughtful discussion with our
special guest, Sister Anna Gil-
bert-Muhammad. Sister Anna
will focus on the current state
of food justice, access and sov-
ereignty issues in Massachusetts.
This 1s a particularly timely topic
given the current pressures on our
food system from climate change
and the rapidly changing policies
at the federal level. Her discus-
sion will include actions we can
take to make an impact.

A reception with light snacks
will follow. Donations to FUSF
will be gratefully accepted but are
not required to attend.

Sister Anna Gilbert-Muham-
mad currently serves as the Eq-
uity Director and Food Access/
Webinar Coordinator for North-
east Organic Farmer’s Associa-
tion - MASS Chapter (NOFA/
MA). Anna is responsible for the
alliances of NOFA/Ma, with
groups working on food access is-
sues, food policy and food sover-
eignty efforts. In her home town
of Springfield, MA, Anna works
with the “Youth Leader Organic
Gardening/Cooking Program™
at Home City Housing, “The
Open Pantry Community Gar-
den Project” and smaller projects

in the Boston and Springfield
Area. Sister Anna wants to see
all residents in all communities
in Massachusetts have the access
they deserve to fresh, wholesome
food and to assist all that wish to
grow food in their homes.

The First Universalist Society
in Franklin (FUSF) is a Unitarian
Universalist Welcoming Congre-
gation located at 262 Chestnut
Street, Franklin. Our Interim
Minister is Reverend Beverly
Waring. For more information
about FUSF please visit Fusf.org.
or contact us at info@fusf.org;
call (508) 528-5348.

New Hope, Inc.

On February 27, 2025, Mas-
sachusetts State Senator Paul Fee-
ney, Massachusetts State Rep. Jim
Hawkins, donors, project staff,
and honored guests gathered to-
gether to celebrate the comple-
tion of New Hope, Inc.’s brand
new emergency shelter, House
of Hope. House of Hope com-
bines two of New Hope’s existing
shelters into this state-of-the art
facility, which will house up to 14
individuals and families, as well as
pets. Each individual living area is
fully furnished and offers a private
bathroom, with climate control
capabilities.

“Today, is a very, very special
occasion for New Hope, for the
shelter participants, for survi-

Opens Emergency Shelter - House of Hope

vors across Massachusetts and
our neighboring states, for the
anti-violence movement, for the
community, for our donors and
supporters, for New Hope’s staff,
and for the legacy we are all mak-
ing today,” stated Diana Mancera,
New Hope CEO.

“This new shelter is not just
a building — it is a sanctuary of
hope, a place where safety and
new beginnings are possible for
those who need it the most. Our
mission has always been to be a
safe haven for survivors,” added
Zoryana Djula, Senior Director
of Residential Services at New
Hope.

Video messages were also
shared from US Representative

Jake Auchincloss and
Lieutenant Governor
Kim Driscoll.

The $7.5 mil-
lion project to build
House of Hope
started in 2019 by
New Hope’s then-
CEO Marcia Szy-
manski, and the
capital campaign
continued through

the COVID-19 pan- T

demic. Funding for House of
Hope’s construction came from
a federal community project
grant secured by Congressman
Jake Auchincloss; state fund-
ing through the Massachusetts
Department of Housing and

Wood/orms

Community Develop-
ment, state budget, and
American Rescue Plan
Act funds; and private
donations.

The highlight of the
ceremony was hearing
from one of New Hope’s
current shelter par-
ticipants, “Lee”: “New
Hope has given me the
most help I've ever re-
ceived. I am grateful to
the staff that show up every single
day to put in the work to help all
of us obtain our goals. With the
help of New Hope, I know I am
set up for success [for when I tran-
sition out of shelter].”

New Hope, Inc. is a sexual and
domestic violence agency serving
41 communities in southeastern
and south central Massachusetts.
Its comprehensive services in-
clude a 24-hour hotline, 800-323-
HOPE (4673); emergency shelter;
counseling and community-based
advocacy services; SAFEPLAN
court advocacy; civilian police
advocacy; supervised visitation
services; RESPECT, an intimate
partner abuse education and pre-
vention program; and prevention
education and outreach services.
All survivor services are free and
confidential and are available to
everyone affected by sexual and
domestic violence.

For more information about
New Hope, visit www.new-hope.
org,

Come Visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!
131 Morse Street | Foxboro | 508-543-9417 | woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7' a.m. - 3:30 p-m., Eriday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m:

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p-m. CLOSED Sunday
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April 2025 at Franklin Public Library

Franklin Public Library’s
2025 Reading Challenge!

April: Lend a Hand!

For each monthly prompt
that you complete and submit
on time you will receive a Free
Book Coupon good at the li-
brary’s Book Sale. Submissions
MUST be submitted by the last
day of each month to qualify for
that month’s Iree Book Cou-
pon. For details, visit our web-
site! Grand prizes made possible
by the Iriends of the Franklin
Library!

Franklin Public Library
VITA: Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance

Open Saturdays from 9:30 to 4
p.m.

The IRS’s Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) program
offers free tax return prepara-
tion to qualified individuals.
Qualified individuals generally
include: People who generally
make $68,000 or less, persons
with disabilities; and limited
English-speaking taxpayers.
This is a walk-in site with poten-
tial wait times.

We can also help you file an
extension if you need more time
to finalize your taxes.

Learn more at the Library
Web Page under adult services
or email site coordinator Mitzi
Gousie at mgousie@minlib.net

ESL & Adult Literacy
Program

The Franklin Public Library
has started an English as a Sec-

ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Franklin
and its surrounding communi-
ties. Volunteers and students
do not need to be Franklin resi-
dents. If interested, fill out the
registration form on the library’s
website.

Special Events for Kids

Parody Playhouse Concert!
Saturday, April 5th @ 10:30 a.m.

Ed Popielarczyk Magic Show!
Monday, April 7th @ 1 p.m.

Teddy Bear Workshop! Friday,
February 21st @ 1 p.m. AND 2 p.m.

Registration Required!

All materials will be provided!
*Limit 1 bear per child* Please
note - we will be making the
same teddy bear that was made
at our February Teddy Bear
Workshop.

Fairytale Fun! Saturday, April 19th
@ 10:30 a.m.

Local Hero Storytime! Tuesday,
April 22nd @ 10:30 a.m.

Join our friends from the
Franklin Fire Department and
Franklin Police Department for
a special storytime!

The BenAnna Band! Wednesday,
April 23rd @ 10:30 a.m.

Petting Zoo with Records and
Burpee! Wednesday, April 23rd @
1 p.m.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover!
Wednesday, April 23rd @ 6 p.m.

Animal Affair! Thursday, April 24th
@ 10a.m.

Toe Jam Puppet Band! Friday,
April 25th @ 10:30 a.m.

Special Events for Teens

Afterschool Studios! Tuesday,
April 22nd @ 4 p.m. Registration
Required!

Join Miss Lily in painting
you very own Mirrorball while
listening to some Taylor Swift
tunes! For ages 10 through 18.
All materials provided.

Special Events for Adults

Tax Talk: Personal & Entrepreneur
Workshop, Saturday April 19th @
3:30 p.m.

Benjamin Franklin is quoted
as saying, “In this world, noth-
ing can be certain except death
and taxes.” This is the perfect
opportunity for anyone who has
thought, “why don’t they teach
taxes in school?!” Please check
the library calendar for updates.

Is the Future of Humanities and
Libraries Digital?, Tuesday April
22nd @ 6:30 p.m.

Join us in welcoming guest
speaker Dr. John Woitkowitz,
Head of the Digital Labs at the
Germany’s Berlin State Library
(SBB).

JUNTO Non Fiction Book Club,
Thursday, April 24th @ 6:30 p.m.

In recognition of Arab-
American Heritage Month, the
April book is Six days of War by
Michael B. Oren! Get a physi-
cal or digital copy through the
Library Catalog!
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Special Events for All
Ages

Eid Celebration! Saturday, April
5th @ 3 p.m.

Families! Join us for a special
celebration of Eid, complete
with crafts, music, snacks, and
more! For questions/to get in-
volved, email Caleigh at ckeat-
ing@minlib.net!

Spring Health Fair, Wednesday,
April 9th @ 3:30 p.m.

The Franklin Public Library
and Franklin Health Depart-
ment invite everyone to enjoy
Local Vendors, Health Services,
Refreshments, Face Painting,
Health Screenings, Activities,
Kids Zone, & Much More!

Boston Typewriter Orchestra Free
Concert! Saturday, April 12th @ 3
p.m.

It’s time for different type
of music in a whole new key!
The Boston Typewriter Or-
chestra (BTO) 1s a collective
performance of rhythmic type-
writer manipulation. Funding
for this program is provided by
The Franklin Cultural District,
a local agency funded by Mass
Cultural Counctl, a state agency.

Second Annual Honey Tasting,
April 19th @ 2 p.m.

Bee-lieve it or not, there are
HUNDREDS of varieties of
honey! This buzz worthy treat
is a cornerstone of Local agri-

culture. We’ll start with a brief
talk on honey making and his-
tory in Massachusetts followed
by a tasting of local & flavored
honeys and the grocery store
bear. Bee sure to stay for a prize
drawing!

This event is supported by
The Friends of the Iranklin Li-
brary!

Dean Vocal Ensemble Concert:
“Folk Princess” Tuesday, April 22
@1p.m.

Your favorite Disney hits
paired with choruses and folk
songs of the real (and unreal)
cultures they come from. This
includes a spinning song origi-
nally published in Lowell MA
in 1841, the oldest Secular song
ever written (sung by real Viking
reenactor Elyssa Bjorkman),
and Sea Shanties galore! Our 7
dwarves might even sing Tolkien

poetry.
Flower Slime Friday, April 25th @
2p.m.

Spring Carnival! Saturday, April
26th@ 1 p.m.

Enjoy a variety of carnival
games, crafts, snacks, and more!

Franklin Library Book Sale

Iriday, April 11th, 1-5. Sat-
urday, April 12th, 9 a.m. —noon,
Books $1

Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—=Satur-
day, April 12th, 1-4 p.m.

Franklin residents running
for the Dana-Farber
Marathon Challenge team

On April 21, five Franklin,
Massachusetts residents are run-
ning to defy cancer as a member
of the Dana-Farber Marathon
Challenge team in the 129th
Boston Marathon®.

Along with more than 500
Dana-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge teammates from across the
United States and around the
world, Craig Brooks, Paul Fazio,
Mark Hummel, Shannon Kelley
and Tiffany O’Connor will run
Massachusetts’ historic mara-
thon route from Hopkinton to
Boston to collectively raise $8.5
million for cancer research at
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

This year marks the 36th an-
nual running of the Dana-Farber
Marathon Challenge (DFMC).

100% of the money raised by
the Dana-Farber Marathon
Challenge team benefits Dana-
Farber’s Claudia Adams Barr
Program in Innovative Basic
Cancer Research, which sup-
ports promising science research
in its earliest stages. The Dana-
Farber Marathon Challenge has
raised more than $132 million
for the Barr Program to date.

To contribute to the Dana-
Farber Marathon Challenge, visit
RunDFMC.org or contact the
Dana-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge office at (617) 632-1970 or
dfmc@dfci.harvard.edu. Follow
DFMC on Facebook: www.face-
book/marathonchallenge. On
Twitter: #RunDFMC.
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Franklin Public Schools Receives Grant to Further STEM Career Learning

Superintendent Lucas Giguere,
High School Principal Dr. Maria
Weber, and Franklin Middle
School Principal Craig Williams
are excited to announce Frank-
lin Public Schools will expand its
Project Lead The Way (PLTW)
programs to provide hands-on,
applied learning and in-depth
teacher professional development.

Franklin Public Schools have
received additional grant funds
from the One8 Foundation to offer
new applied learning curricular
programming from PLTW that
will better prepare students for
school and career success. PLTW
is a nonprofit organization pro-
viding a transformative learning
experience for PreK-12 students
and teachers through computer
science, engineering, and bio-
medical science coursework. With
the PLTW curriculum, students
apply their knowledge to solve
real-world problems.

“Expanding the Project Lead
The Way curriculum resources
and instructional materials avail-
able to our teachers will strengthen
our students’ STEM futures,”

Students worked their way
through the design process and
created toys and games for other
students, such as a tabletop
cornhole game, a build-your-own
burger set, assorted blocks, a
puzzle, fidget boards, teacups,
and an operation-style game.
(Photo Courtesy Franklin Public
Schools)

said Eric Stark, Franklin Public
Schools Director of Curriculum
STEM. “T am proud of the real-
world connections students are
making and the challenges they
are tackling.”

Franklin joins more than
12,000 schools across the country
offering PLTW programs to mil-
lions of students.

“We are thrilled to bring more
high-quality applied learning op-

portunities to our students and
look forward to the impact this
expansion will have on our school
community,” said Principal Wil-
liams.

Since 2017, the One8 Foun-
dation, the Massachusetts STEM
Advisory Council, the Workforce
Skill Cabinet, and the Massachu-
setts Life Science Center have
supported expanding PLTW pro-
gramming for students across the
Commonwealth to better prepare
them for a rapidly changing, data-
rich world. PLTW coursework in
biomedical science, engineering,
and computer science provides
students the skills to access oppor-
tunities in sectors that power the
state economy.

“Students are hungry for expe-
riences that allow them to apply
what they are learning to solve
real-world, meaningful problems,”
said Joanna Jacobson, President
of the One8 Foundation. “Pro-
viding equitable access to hands-
on applied learning programs
that deliver academic gains while
building critical thinking and
complex problem-solving skills

ensures students are engaged and
mterested in school and prepared
for success in this ever-changing
world.”

Franklin Middle School will use
grant funds to expand its PLTW
Gateway program. Specifically,
students will experience Com-
puter Science for Innovators and
Makers, Design and Modeling,
and Medical Detectives units.

In one class this year, students
worked their way through the de-
sign process and created a toy or
game for other students.

“To ensure these toys were not
just another STEM project but
truly functional for occupational
therapy, I collaborated with the
occupational therapists (O'Ts) from
Annie Sullivan Middle School and
Helen Keller Elementary School
for feedback and guidance,” said
STEM Teacher Emily Carens.
“I had the privilege of delivering
the completed projects to the Oc-
cupational Therapy (OT) room,
and the OTs were beyond grate-
ful and impressed by the creativity,
effort, and thoughtfulness students
putinto their work. Students dem-

Real Estate Corner

onstrated empathy and problem-
solving skills, creating toys that
will make a real difference in their
school community. PLTW helped
make this possible by creating the
curriculum to show students that
they can make an impact on their
community.”

Franklin High School will use
grant funds to start its PLTW
Biomedical Science program.
Students may take Principles of
Biomedical Science and Human
Body Systems as part of its devel-
oping Innovation Career Pathway.
Funds from the grant will support
teacher professional development
and the purchase of materials and
equipment for PLTW courses.

In addition, as a school with
PLTW programming in Mas-
sachusetts, Franklin Middle and
High School will have access to a
regular set of teacher professional
learning opportunities, student
project showcases, and connec-
tions to industry professionals
offered by the Mass Learning
Project and the One8 Applied
Learning Hub.

emason4234@gmall com

“We asked for
aggressive
representation and
Eileen came through
selling our home in
4 days, above asking
price. Couldn’t ask fora
better agent!”
~Paul L.
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Susan Morrison

326 UrTlomStreet1 A
Franklin - $1.8M
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Susan Morrlson

10 Stubh Street

Franklin

Susan Morrlson

10 Birchtree Circle

Susan Morrison
617-686-8178
susan.morrison1@comcast.net

“We couldn’t possibly say
enough positive things
about working with Susan!
She is simply the best of
the best. As first-time
homebuyers, Susan took
usinand treated us like
her own.”

~Maegan P.
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CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE

Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer,
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

April 2025

Jim Hanewich

NMLS #: 23315

Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com

www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICEO

spot for silver co

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next
door to Cafe Assisi!

izwnzs MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

Local Realtor © Rallies Community
to Support Troops, Vets

I Have Coins

Buying and selling coins
www.iHaveCoins.com

Call Jen Schofield at
508-570-6544

to run in our Real Estate Corner

Specializing in ALL Plumbing Repairs &
ALL types of Water Heater Insl'allahons

Brains-R-Us
LICENSED L
& INSURED CHECK us OUT'

LOCAL RESIDENT: 508-663-7132
Drains-R-Us.com
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endetti
Collision Cenler

At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater
Boston area.

« We work on most makes and models
 Detailing services

« Lifetime warranty

» State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment

« Free Estimates

« Towing Available

« Rental Assistance

« 4.9 stars on google

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County
— Choose Vendetti Collision Center

Tom We handle your car with the best of
3 care every step of the way
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In a heartfelt effort to give
back to those currently serving,
or have served, our country, Kel-
lie Dow, a dedicated real estate
professional with REMAX Ex-
ecutive, organized a successful
drive to collect essential supplies
needed. The February “Show
Your Love” initiative yielded a
generous outpouring of goods
from community members.

Recognizing the sacrifices
made by service members, Kel-
lic Dow partnered with Thanks
to Yanks to ensure that the items
collected, such as hygiene prod-
ucts, non-perishable snacks, cof-
fee, playing cards and more, will
be delivered directly to those
overseas, and our veterans at
home.

“The response from our
community and my fellow
REMAX Executive agents was
truly incredible. I'm honored
to have played a part in mak-
ing a difference for our troops
and veterans.” said Kellie
Dow. “REMAX Exccutive is
proud to support initiatives that
strengthen our community and
help those in need. The supply
drive is just one of the many
ways we give back to the com-
munity. 'm also President of the
REMAX Executive Charitable
Foundation, 501¢(3). We have
thirteen wonderful volunteer
board members that help raise
funds all year that directly helps
local families. Since inception in
2009, the RCF has helped over

200 families by granting out over
$400,000.” said Dow.

Thanks To Yanks, is a non-
political 501(c)(3) organization
whose mission is to support
military members, veterans, and
their families. You can learn
more at www.thankstoyanks.org
Like and follow them on Face-
book!

For more information about
the drive or the REMAX Ex-
ecutive Charitable Foundation,
please contact Kellie Dow at
(617) 922-1552 or kelliedow-
homes@gmail.com.
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5 Field Cir. 153 Partrldge St. 530 Chestnut St. 11 Northern Spy Rd.
Wrentham Franklin Franklin Franklin
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105 Oxford Dr. 25 Partridge View Ln.
Franklin Wrentham

65 Benjamin Day Dr. 862 Washington St. 25 Haywood Cir.
Wrentham Franklin Mendon
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