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Looking for something fun
to do for the whole family?
Join the Tri-County Regional
Chamber on Saturday, March
23rd, for the Family Fest &
Home Show, to take place at
Tri-County Regional Voca-
tional Technical High School
(TCRVTHS), 147 Pond St.,
Franklin, from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

The event will feature over 100
local vendors as well as activi-
ties for the entire family. Tor
admission, choose between a
$5 all-day pass or contribute
an item to the Franklin Food
Pantry for each guest.

“We’ve held this event for
many years at Blackstone Val-
ley Tech in Upton,” says Tri-
County Regional Chamber

Something for Everyone at
the Family Fest & Home Show

Tri-County Regional Chamber Event to
Be Held March 23rd at Tri-County HS

Four pie-eating contests will be part of the fun of the Tri-County
Regional Chamber’s Family Fest & Home Show, to be held Saturday,
March 23rd, from 10-2, at Tri-County Regional Vocational Technical

High School. Photos used courtesy of Tri-County Regional Chamber.

FA VILY FEST
& —Howe Show

President and CEO Laura
O’Callaghan, who says the
Chamber, after putting the
event on hiatus after COVID,
decided to change up the loca-
tion and hold it at Tri-County
Regional Vocational Techni-
cal High School (RVTHS)
gym in Franklin this year, to

m be inclusive of its wide reach
4 of 10 towns, including Bell-

ingham, Franklin, Holliston,
Hopedale, Hopkinton, Med-
way, Mendon, Milford, and
Millis. “Planning this large
event has been a breeze. Lori
Villemaire, Executive Assistant
to Superintendent Maguire, is
a pleasure to work with,” says
O’Callaghan, referring to the
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Shown are tutors who volunteer at the Franklin Public Library’s ESL
program. With the number of students growing to 159 from 46 just 10
months ago, the program is in need of more volunteer tutors. From left to
right: Cyra Hathaway, Roseline Estriplet, Heather Russell, Leslie Wardrop,

Amy Stark. Photo by Cliff Winters.

Franklin Library’s ESL Program
Sees Sharp Rise in Need, Seeks
Volunteer Tutors

Franklin Local Town Pages s
putting a spotlight on the Franklin Public
Library’s free ESL program. Felicia Ot
Franklin Public Library Director; was
kind enough to answer our questions. See
below:

How long has FPL run the ESL
program? How did it come about?
The Franklin Public Library
had an established ESL and Liter-
acy program that ran for 12 years.
In 2009, faced with deep budget
cuts, the library had to eliminate
this program. Even though Irank-
lin’s ESL program went away,
the need did not. Calls from resi-
dents looking for English language

learning assistance continued.
With planning, creative program-
ming and unparalleled dedication
from volunteers, the library re-
started the ESL program again in
April, 2023 to respond to urgent
community request.

How has the program been
received?

Feedback from the tutors and
students has been overwhelming
positive. For the students, this pro-
gram is a lifeline to a better job, the
confidence and ability to commu-
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Franklin Performing Arts Company
presents

Broadway's Original Tarzan

JOSH STRICKLAND

March 8-17 at THE BLACK BOX
Tickets at FPAConline.com
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warm welcome the school gave
the Chamber.

“Anytime we can open our
doors and partner with a great
community organization such as
the Tri-County Regional Cham-
ber, we jump at the opportunity.
We are excited to host the 2024
Family Fest and Home Show and
have no doubt the day will be a
great success for not only the ven-
dors but all attendees,” says Tri-
County RVTHS Superintendent
Dr. Karen Maguire.

O’Callaghan says it’s a Cham-
ber tradition to hold the event on
the 4th Saturday in March each
year. “People are looking for fun
things to do before the kids’ ac-
tivities begin, before families start
gearing up for the sports season,”
says O’Callaghan. “We want to
have an interactive day for the
whole family, where it won’t cost
an arm and a leg to have fun, ”
says the Chamber President and
CEO.

In addition to a wide array
of vendors and great bargains,
family friendly events continue
to be added to the Family Fest &
Home Show, including:
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“If your product caters to families and homeowners, this is where

you should be,” says Chamber President and CEO Laura O’Callaghan.
Reardon HVAC is a long-time participant.

* Face painting

e A visit with Peter Cottontail
(aka The Easter Bunny), with
free photographs families
can take home that day and
a small gift

¢ A demonstration from a lo-
cal martial arts school

* Smokey the Bear
¢ Tik Tok personality — Jack Hill

e Magician Ed the Wizard,
who will not only perform but
will mingle with the crowd

* A good old-fashioned pie-
eating contest, with compe-
titions at 10:30 a.m., 11:30
am., 12:30 p.m. and 1:30
p-m. (up to 12 participants
per round, drop by and sign
up)

e A chance to vote for the
“People’s Choice” in the
Mac-n-Cheese Cookoff from
10 a.m.-1 p.m., with five lo-

cal restaurateurs putting

forth their best creamy com-
bo in hopes of winning one
of two trophies — one judged
by attendees and the other
by sponsors of the event

The Chamber’s Family Fest
& Home Show will also, impor-
tantly, give local businesses a
chance to network with potential
new customers.

“People do business with
people they know and like,” says
O’Callaghan, adding, “There’s
so much in the power of conver-
sation, and there’s great potential
to get new leads.”

Tom Reardon, of Reardon
HVAC, is one of those propri-
etors. He’s participated in the
Family Fest & Home Show for a
number of years.

“I think it’s good public ex-
posure,” says Reardon, whose
heating and air conditioning
company has been in business
68 years. While he’d be unlikely
to sell heating and air-condition-

New England
Ballistic Services

. Inc.

Instant cash paid for
your valuable firearms.

Call today for a confidential consultation
508-381-0230 - www.neballistic.com

Herbert T Hunter, CPA

Taxes | Accounting | Auditing

9 Summer Street - Suite 305, Franklin, MA 02038

(508) 530-3089 | www.hfhuntercpa.com

The Family Fest & Home Show welcomes all sorts of vendors, many of

whom will offer bargains that day.

ing systems on the spot, he wel-
comes the opportunity to make
first contact with homeowners,
who, down the road, may need
such services.

On-the-spot contracts have
been known to happen, how-
ever. “One year, we had a vet-
eran that started a franchise
building retainer walls through
a Veteran’s program,” says
O’Callaghan, “He got a job for
$100k at the show.”

While over 100 vendors are
expected, there’s still time to
sign up. Deadline for register-
ing i1s March 15th. The cost for
booths varies by size, business,
and membership, with discounts
for members, and access to elec-
tricity 1s first come/first served.

“Any type of business can get
join us,” says O’Callaghan, “If
your product and service caters
to homeowners and families, this
is where you should be.”

Tor this event, the Tri-County
Regional Chamber is offering a
promotion of an annual mem-
bership plus a single booth for
$650. Members have access to
networking events, business edu-
cation and training, free start-up
resources and workshops, lead-
ership opportunities, access to
business referrals and other re-
sources. Learn more about ven-
dor booths or sign up at https://
www.tricountychamberma.org/
vendor-registration .

For an added business oppor-
tunity, companies can choose to
sponsor the show. Those inter-
ested in ramping up their brand’s
promotional efforts and customer
base can choose from five differ-
ent levels of sponsorship. Dead-
line for sponsoring the event is
March 15th Visit the sponsorship
page for more details at https://
www.tricountychamberma.org/
family-fest-sponsors .

Volunteers are still needed for
the event.

“Volunteers will make it go
a lot smoother for everyone.
The vendors have quite a bit to
set up, and we’re hoping to get
some enthusiastic students to
jump in and help them unload/
load their vehicles, help with the
Easter Bunny pictures, help ven-
dors find their spaces, and such.
They’ll get their needed volun-
teer hours, and we’ll make sure
there’s plenty of pizza so that
they don’t go hungry during the
day!” says O’Callaghan.

Anyone interested in help-
ing can visit the volunteer page
at https://www.tricountycham-
berma.org/volunteer. High
school students looking to earn
credit toward their volunteer ser-
vice should reach out to Sherri
Hannon at sherri@tricoun-
tychamberma.org .

Tor more information about
the Tri-County Regional Cham-
ber’s Family Fest & Home Show
on March 23rd, visit

https://www.tricountycham-
berma.org/family-fest .
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nicate well with their children,
teachers, doctors and socially.
Tor the tutors, the ESL program
provides an opportunity to learn
about other cultures, build com-
munity and change lives.

One tutor says, “I have
gained so much from my get-
ting to know my student and
will always be grateful for the
opportunity. Thank you and the
Franklin Library ESL program
for the training you provided
and for the opportunity to meet
my student and have an impact
on her life. It has been a won-
derful experience for me.”

How is the program funded?
(Does it require funding?

This program is funded by a
grant from the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services as
administered by the Massachu-
setts Board of Library Commis-
sioners.

How many students would you
say you have now?

There are currently 159 stu-
dents, up from 46 in May, 2023.

B.A.C.

What languages are prevalent
among the students?

Our students speak 19 dif-
ferent languages with Spanish,
Russian, French, Hangui-Ko-
rea, Mandarin, Hindi, Portu-
guese, Iarsi, Arabic and Creole
being the most prevalent.

How about tutors? How many are
there, and what does it take to be
a tutor in terms of training and
time commitment?

The library owes the suc-
cessful launch of this program
to 42 invaluable, resourceful,
patient, and outstanding volun-
teers, most of whom are retired
teachers with experience teach-
ing ESL. Their commitment
and brilliant insights have made
this program possible.

Do you have to be an adult to be
atutor?

Could students teach ESL and
use it toward the graduation
requirement?

There are no current provi-
sions to accommodate this, but it
1s worth looking into in the future.

ROOFIN

& CONSTRUCTION

With the increase in students,
do you have enough ESL tutors?

Volunteers are needed. To
continue with the program and
fulfill the increasing demands,
the library needs more volun-
teers. Please consider volunteer-
ing! Requirements are as follows:

To Volunteer:

* Must be at least 18 years of
age

* Have a high school diploma
or equivalent

* Speak English clearly
» Have patience

* No teaching experience is
necessary

¢ Volunteers do not need to
be Franklin residents

Commitment:
¢ One orientation session
18 Hours of training

* Meet with your student 2
hours per week for one year

Xaverian Brothers Announces
2nd Quarter Honor Roll

Dr. Jacob Conca, Head of School at Xaverian Brothers High
School, is pleased to announce that 657 have been named to the
honor roll for the second marking period of the 2023-2024 school

year.

The following students from Franklin have achieved 2nd Quarter

honors:
Liam Hauser, Ryken Honors, 8
Kevin Murphy, Ryken Honors, 8
Aidan Arnold, Ryken Honors, 9
Connor Kotwicki, Ryken Honors, 9
Maxwell Bullen, Ryken Honors, 10
Alexander Hall, Ryken Honors, 11
Christopher Theodorou, Ryken Honors, 11
Colin Clark, Ryken Honors, 12
Sebastian Caggiano, First Honors, 7
Devin Fanning, First Honors, 7
Ryan Connelly, First Honors, 8
Theodore Papadopoulos, First Honors, 8
Braedan Levine, First Honors, 9
Ryan Verrette, First Honors, 9
Thomas Constantine, First Honors, 10
Timothy Murphy, First Honors, 10
John O’Connor, First Honors, 11
Samuel Verrette, First Honors, 11
Michael O’Connor, First Honors, 12
Samuel Quick, Iirst Honors, 12
Domenic Izzo, Second Honors, 9
Justin Mosher, Second Honors, 9
Jack Scullin, Second Honors, 10
Connor Follett, Second Honors, 11
Michael Hogan, Second Honors, 11
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Sober Softball Builds Connections and Community

By Davib Dunsar

Options for those in the na-
tional drug/alcohol addiction
and recovery field are huge.
These days, some of the best
stories are coming from the local
baseball field.

Which is precisely where
something called “Sober Soft-
ball” is preparing to open its
new season for 2024.

“Anyone can join the team, as
long as they are sober,” explains
Lisa Trusas, a Senior Recovery
Coach with Chris’ Corner in
Milford. “We are looking for
people in recovery and those
who are allies. The practices are
usually held in Upton or Milford
and games are on Sundays in
Worcester. We are ordering new
jerseys, so the sooner the better
to join. April 27th is the kickoff,
and it starts with a single pitch
tournament. May 5th is when
the regular season starts. Come
join the summer Sober Softball
team!”

Chris” Corner, located at
12 Main Street in Milford, is a
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15 Main St. Franklin

newly established location, cur-
rently providing virtual recov-
ery-oriented care and support to
help individuals, children, and
families, with mental health and
substance use disorders to im-
prove their health and wellness,
live a self-directed life, and strive
to reach their full potential, ac-
cording to its website.

Sober softball players come
from surrounding towns, in-
cluding Bellingham and Irank-
lin. For $60 which includes a
jersey, you can join and it’s open
to men and women. More in-
formation is available at www.
chriscornermilford.com or by
calling (508) 552-8080.

Matt Dickie is from Belling-
ham and learned about sober
softball from a friend last March.
“He was talking about softball,
and I told him I used to play
years ago and was interested in
playing again. So, he asked me
to join the team at Chris’ Cor-
ner. I decided I wanted to par-
ticipate, because I hadn’t played
in such a long time, and I missed
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Sober softball team Chris’ Corner from last fall. Coach Nick Pinto is

kneeling and on the left. Regular season play will begin May 5.

it. I missed the bond you have
with your teammates the excite-
ment of the game and the com-
petition.”

Nick Pinto is the coach of the
team. “I've been coaching going
on three years... I used to play
in the sober softball league for a
different team and wanted to get
my community into it, because
sobriety made me scared at first
because I didn’t know if I could
have fun or what life was going
to be like and I wanted to build
connections and support for the
people in my community.”

“I found a group of people,”
adds Pinto, “that I call family,
and we’re here for everybody
to help everyone and build ev-
eryone up, come together for a
common cause of just having a

better day than yesterday with-
out using drugs or alcohol. It’s
my favorite support system to
show that you’re not alone out
there, the opposite of addiction
is connection... alone I can’t,
but together we can!”

And from the Chris’ Cor-
ner website: “Our leadership
team and staff bring years of
experience, both working with
substance abuse as well as fac-
ing our own demons and com-
ing out the other side. We know
change 1is possible, and we’re
here to give you the tools to cre-
ate your own success story.”

“I'm not sure who came
up with the idea of sober soft-
ball,” adds Trusas. “We are in a
league with other sober facilities
whether they are sober houses,

other recovery centers and de-
toxes.”

She continues, “Nick runs
the Sunday night AA meeting
in Worcester, and he is the one
who approached us with spon-
soring a softball team. He has
more than three years in recov-
ery and has played and coached
our team. We joined the league
in the summer of 2022. So, the
team is named after our recov-
ery center, but the sponsors are
the Regional Substance Naviga-
tion Program, Christopher W.
Swindell Foundation, and the
Law Offices of Melanie Solo-
man.”

“It’s just about us coming
together and building relation-
ships and support and building
each other up and having fun
and showing people that sobri-
ety doesn’t have to be boring,”
says Pinto. “We can all come
together and have a great time
— win or lose, it’s for fun. It’s a
great opportunity for people to
feel part of something.”

“Sober softball,” says Bell-
ingham’s Matt Dickie, “offers
amazing support especially for
those who are struggling. You
don’t have to go through so-
briety alone. You know why?
Because you can’t. Trust me, I
know. So, ¢’mon out and join
the team. It will be the best de-
cision you’ve made in a while.”

The Culinary and Performing
Arts Come Together for
“Culinary Cabaret”

Triday, April 5 at 7 p.m.,
the Franklin Performing
Arts Company (FPAC) will
unite the culinary and per-
forming arts for an inspired
evening of fabulous food,
drink, and entertainment.
The all-inclusive ticket de-
livers a delicious and en-
tertaining evening at THE
BLACK BOX, Franklin’s
premier entertainment venue.

The 12th annual Culinary
Cabaret spotlights this region’s
outstanding culinary talent,
showcasing fine wines, craft
beer, delectable spirits, flavor-
ful dishes, and mouth-watering

ELECTRIC YOUTH

desserts by culinary partners.
This special evening has been a
celebrated part of FPAC’s yearly
performance calendar for over a
decade.

Featuring entertainment by
Electric Youth and special guest

artists of the Franklin Perform-
ing Arts Company, Culinary
Cabaret supports Electric
Youth’s 2024 European tour.
Franklin Performing Arts Com-
pany is Iranklin’s own profes-
sional theater company:.

THE BLACK BOX is lo-
cated at 15 W. Central St. in
downtown Franklin, MA. For
tickets and more information
on Culinary Cabaret, visit FPA-
Conline.com or call the box of-
fice at (508) 528-3370. Follow
Franklin Performing Arts CGom-
pany and THE BLACK BOX
on Facebook and Instagram for
updates on programming,
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Hiking Ruins of Southern New England

By Marjorie TURNER HOLLMAN

Are you interested in history,
archeology, geology or simply
enjoy getting outside for a walk?
If so, Hiking Ruins of Southern New
England 1s the book for you (avail-
able for pre-order, to be pub-
lished April 2, 2024). The first
section of the book offers basic
practices for safely spending time
outside walking trails. The guide
documents in total forty loca-
tions in Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut and Rhode Island. Detailed
maps and directions make this
a really useful tool for discover-
ing places to walk that you may
never have heard of.

You will find detailed histo-
ries of the various destinations
included. Both authors are aca-
demics, located in Connecticut.
Not surprisingly, that is where
the majority of the listed trails
are found. Several trails are also
identified in Rhode Island and
the remainder are in Massachu-
setts.

Terms I had never heard of]
like firebacks (the back of stone
fireplaces), are explained. Color
photos help readers understand
what to look for when visiting
specific areas. Reading each
chapter is not just an archeo-
logical education. The authors
include historical information
about each area, with explana-
tions of the significance of these
sites. An unspoken but clear
point is that history and archeol-
ogy are inextricably intertwined.

Helpful details in each chap-
ter include an address, informa-
tion about trail surfaces, whether
dogs are welcome and how to get
there. The work required to ac-
cumulate all this information is
considerable and difficult to ob-
tain without actually visiting each
trail. If you are looking for infor-
mation to help make educated
decisions about visiting outdoor
destinations, this book is a great
place to start. Understanding
what is not obvious, yet in plain
sight, will add to the simple en-
joyment of exploring the out-
doors.

If locals in the Bellingham
area are interested in explor-
ing ruins nearby, you need only
venture to the High Street ath-
letic fields in Franklin. Head to
the back of the field. Look for
the trail kiosk and follow the red

Triad bridge abutment

arrows to the Upper Charles
River. (Yes, the mighty Charles
does flow through Bellingham,
although it is of modest size as
it passes by us.) Next to the river
you will find stone foundations
partially buried by brushy plants.
Bellingham’s first place of wor-
ship (the Baptists) was on High
Street. The stone foundations
next to the river could be what
remain of an early Bellingham
home, perhaps a Baptist congre-
gation member? The Charles
River at this same spot hosts
remnants of a dam that was most
likely a seasonal power source for
inhabitants.

Stone remnants of a mill race
remain just off a trail behind Stall
Brook Elementary School. Water
power was essential to operating
mills throughout New England.
The Stall Brook in Bellingham
was a seasonal source of power,
but the mill is long gone. The
remnants of the dam squeeze
the Stall Brook into an impres-
sive steep cascade that then flows
into the Charles River, not far
downstream.

West Hill dam, in Uxbridge,
Massachusetts, has foundation
walls that appear to have been
a barn or house structure. The
ruins are quite near the swim-
ming area, next to a trail in the
Army Corps of Engineers’ flood

control area.

Stony Brook Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Norfolk hosts stone struc-
tures that once were essential
to the operation of the various
mills that were constructed at
the site over the centuries. The
picturesque dam and cascade
are visible remains of the mill in-
frastructure that was an essential
part of the local economy in days
gone by.

An impressive stone struc-
ture can be found at the Mowry
Conservation area in Smith-
field, Rhode Island. A part of
the Woonsquatucket watershed,
this area also hosts stunning rock
overhangs, carved out by the
swiftly flowing river that bisects
the property.

A treasured town landmark,
War Memorial Park, in Bridge-
water, features an intricate net-
work of canals and sluiceways.
The channeled water powered
multiple industries located at the
site over several hundred years.

Stone walls are found almost
exclusively in New England and
New York State, (in the U.S.)
and are reminders of the strenu-
ous labor expended by farmers
to create boundaries, mark the
edges of roads, and enclose graz-
ing animals. Walls meandering
through woodland were built on
the edges of open farm fields.
Once the land ceased being
farmed, shrubs, then trees soon
filled in the open spaces.

Triad bridge bridge abutment

The more you get outside,
the more of these nearly forgot-
ten ruins you will discover. Keep
your eyes open. Look alongside
streams where dry laid stone
structures tell the story of power
sources erected in a bygone era.
You may be surprised at the
quantity of ruins that remain in
your own community.

TREE SE

uality

www.destitotreeservices.com

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

Shade Tree Pruning ¢ Tree Removal
Ornamental Tree Pruning
Bucket Truck Service
Call the certified arborists at

Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

The name you have trusted since 1984.
Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured

DESTITO
ICES

Nicholas Destito
» 781-551-0266
# 508-699-4532

War Memorial Park, West Bridgewater

The variety of ruins included
in Hiking Ruins of Southern New
England will expand your under-
standing of life in New England
in carlier times. The detailed
maps of the sometimes rugged
trails included are worth the cost
of the book. The multiple color
photos with explanations of what
each structure reveals is eye-
opening. After seeing the distinct

characteristics of these stone
structures, you will get better at
recognizing the various types of
ruins that remain in plain sight.
Sometimes you may discover that
they are right around the corner
from where you live.

Spring is coming. Make plans
to get outside and start exploring
and have fun!

Woods Career and College Counseling

Franklin, MA 02038

774.571.0207

Kwoodsp5@comcast.net
MBTI and SCII certified - Member NCDA

Kathleen Woods
Counselor, M.Ed.

Dedicated to the development of young adults
using experience in college advising,
high school guidance and HR.

1:00 p.m.

New England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant

- \

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Route 16, Mendon - 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com
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PULSE Connects Young Professionals

By ANGIE FrrToNn

Are you a professional aged 45
and under? Then PULSE Young
Professionals Group is definitely
where you want to be! PULSE
is hosted by the Tri-County Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce
and was founded by Chairperson
Alycia McCallum in 2017. Mc-
Callum initiates and runs cach
monthly event with her co-chair
Ariane Morais.

The Chamber of Commerce
1s based in Milford, but covers
ten different towns: Bellingham,
Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale,
Hopkinton, Medway, Mendon,
Milford, Millis and Upton. They
recently celebrated a huge mile-
stone-100 years of service as of
2022!

So, what exactly is PULSE
and what does it entail? PULSE
1s a young professionals network-
ing group that meets once a

month in one of the towns that
the Tri-County Chamber of
Commerce oversees.

“It1s a place where young pro-
fessionals can meet like-minded
young professionals,” says Mc-
Callum. “The people who at-
tend these events build long term
connections and relationships
with one another.” This month,
on Tuesday, March 12th at 9:30
a.m., visit King St. Cafe at 390
King Street in Franklin to find
out what PULSE i1s all about!
The link to register is at www.tri-
countychamberma.org.

Upon the start of the meeting,
because it is considered speed-
networking, each individual in
the group gives a 60-second
Introduction, which is a great
way to share your professional
background and interests, and
also break the ice. The attendees
are broken up into small groups
where they can interact about

CONNECT +« DEVELOP * IMPACT

things such as common inter-
ests and pain points in business.
They discuss upcoming sales
or events for their business and
oftentimes give one another re-
ferrals. In order to get the most
of the opportunities presented
while taking part in these PULSE
meetings, it is encouraged that
each person schedules at least
two follow-up one on one meet-
ings with those they connect with
in the group.

This month’s event is what 1s
known as a “coffee connection”,
where young professionals meet
and partake in discussions over
coffee and breakfast. McCallum
and Morais like to mix it up and
alternate between coffee connec-
tions and “after hours events”.

In February, the event was vis-

iting a brewery after hours. There
have also been trivia nights, and
the members of PULSE work
on thinking of different ways to
engage and be proactive with
social/professional development
activities. Unlike many profes-
sional networking programs,
PULSE does not limit one seat
per profession, keeping the group
open to anyone who wants to at-
tend, not relying on a “first come
first served” policy.

PULSE also prides itself on
being passionate about volun-
teering. In the early fall, they al-
ways have an event designed to
give back to the community. Last
fall they visited Gilly’s House in
Wrentham, where they had a
barbeque and potluck dinner.
While there, they had the op-
portunity to get to know the resi-
dents and toured the house.

The Tri-County Chamber of
Commerce 1s also very big on

empowering women and con-
necting women leaders. They
recently hosted an after-hours
event at Dean College in Frank-
lin to discuss the importance of
networking. On Saturday, March
23rd, they will hold the Fam-
ily Fest and Home Show at the
Tri-County Regional Vocational
Technical High School.

Alycia is grateful for the work
she does with the Chamber of
Commerce, alongside its mem-
bers. Currently the committee
members are Gregg Katz, Ryan
Bradley, Kenython Burton and
Eric Munoz, along with Sherri
Hannon who is the Director of
Programs and Events. “We want
to grow the Chamber and hope
in the future that young profes-
sionals who attend the PULSE
events will become members,”
she states.

Franklin Food Pantry Distributes Record # of Holiday Meal Kits

Demand for Food Assistance Growing in

Franklin Community

The Franklin Food Pantry,
which provides supplemental
food assistance and programs
in Franklin, Massachusetts, dis-
tributed 275 holiday meal kits to
coincide with the Thanksgiving

holiday, and 333 holiday meal
kits for December holiday cel-
cbrations. The meal kits were
distributed curbside by volun-
teers and staff. Many of the meal
kit items, including the reusable

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts,
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST

A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.

WHY YOU NEED A WILL

Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for
children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY

A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as
your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual
who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to
petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

\

Discover the Azza Difference

and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

shopping bags, were donated by
community groups, local business
partners, and supporters of The
Pantry.

This year’s demand for holi-
day meal kits echoes the overall
increase for food and services at
The Pantry. Visits to The Pantry
from September to December
2023 increased 42 percent vs. the
same period last year. The Pan-
try attributes the growing need to
continued high cost of food and
housing, the end of Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) Emergency Allotments,
and The Pantry’s increased vis-
ibility on Rt. 140 in Franklin.

“We are grateful for the op-
portunity to provide hunger
relief to our neighbors in need
especially during the holiday
season, but the growing need un-
derscores that there is more work
to be done,” said Tina Powderly,
Executive Director, of the Frank-
lin Food Pantry. “Fighting hun-
ger is an ongoing battle and with
the community’s support we can
get food into the hand of those
who are experiencing food inse-
curity throughout the year.”

Individuals, community
groups, and businesses can get in-
volved by hosting a food or fund
drive, making a tax-deductible

donation, or volunteering. More
opportunities to get involved are
listed on The Pantry’s website,
https://www.franklinfoodpantry.
org/get-involved .

For more information on the
Franklin Food Pantry, or if you or
someone you know is in need of
assistance, please call (508) 528-
3115 or email info@franklin-
foodpantry.org

The Franklin Food Pantry,
Inc. is located at 341 W. Central
St. in Franklin, MA on Route
140. Please visit www.franklin-
foodpantry.org for more infor-
mation.

Party for The Pantry to Take Place
March 29 at GlenPharmer Distillery

Join local bands The Pub
Kings and South Street Six for
Party for The Pantry - a night
of celebration, com-
munity, and making a
positive impact. The
fundraising event will
take place on ITiday,
March 29 from 7
pm to 11 pm at Glen-
Pharmer Distillery 860 W.
Central Street in Franklin, MA.
Dance the night away with sen-
sational performances from local
bands and take part in silent auc-
tions, and raffles.

All proceeds from the event
will support the Franklin Food
Pantry, which offers supplemen-

tal food assistance, house-

hold necessities, and
resource referral pro-
grams to individuals
and families through-
out the Franklin com-
munity. Since July 2023,
The Pantry has experienced

a 41% increase in demand for
supplemental food assistance vs.
the same time last year. Proceeds
from the event will help The Pan-
try purchase much-needed items

and pay for
daily opera-
tions.
Tickets to the event are $40
each and can be purchased at
www.franklinfoodpantry.org.
Please note this is a 21+ event.
Sponsorship opportunities are
available for $350 and include a
listing on the event banner, men-
tion on Myfm 101.3, social media
posts on Myfm 101.3 and Frank-
lin Food Pantry, and two tickets
to the event. For more informa-
tion, visit www.franklinfoodpan-

try.org/happenings/events.



March 2024

Find us on Facebook | Franklin Town News

Page 7

Advantage Appliance, where‘Our service is your advantage’

Advantage Appliance has
been in business for 25 years,
where they specialize in repair-
ing, not replacing, all major ap-
pliance brands.

“We are local people helping
local families to keep their daily
routines with little to no disrup-
tion with appliance functioning
needs,” says owner Brian Kowal.
“That is why our motto is ‘Our
service 18 your advantage.”

Many of the staff have been
with the company for decades
and are considered part of the
“Team Advantage Family,” says
Kowal. “Family-owned means
that everyone here is family
(Team Advantage Family) and
not just a number. We invest in
good people to get the job done
right the first time.”

Advantage Appliance’s ‘typi-
cal’ customer is someone who
does not want to go shopping
for new appliances but wants to
repair the appliances they have.

“Someone who cares about
Mother Nature and our land-
fills, someone who wants to save
some money because repairs are
cheaper than replacements,”
says Kowal. “The cost of new
appliances has gone through the
roof, and we like to keep the old
appliances running as long as
possible.”

They service all makes and
all brand appliances right in
the customer’s home. And the
Advantage Appliance Parts De-
partment can get any part (that
1s still available) quickly and at
the best possible price. Their
parts are original and not after-
market parts.

Customer service is a key
focus at Advantage Appliance.

e When a customer calls,
they’ll speak to a real person.

Business

sptlight

VANTAGE

APPLIANCE REPAIR

* When they schedule a re-
pair, they’ll receive a con-
firmation email and text the

night before

* Customers receive a photo-
graph of their technician, so
they know who will arrive at
their home.

e Customers can track their
technician’s route on the
day of service to better
gauge when they’ll arrive.

e All employees are back-
ground checked and drug

screened.

* They service Whirlpool,
Maytag, JennAir, Kitchen
Aid, Roper, Kirkland, and
Ingles brands.

» Customers can visit or call
the store for help ordering
appliance parts which can
be delivered to their home.

* All parts and labor are guar-
anteed for one year.

Community service is also
important to this local business.

“We have given away several
washing machines and dryers
in the past,” says Kowal. “In
the past, we donated a washer
to a needy family that couldn’t
afford one, a dryer to a single
mom who couldn’t afford to re-
pair it, and a washer to a retired
veteran who used to go to the

GE
ol e

sasavraa_nann

laundromat to wash his clothes.”

For more information, visit
www.advantageappliance.biz
(where you can also schedule a
service call), call/text 888-532-
9355, or watch for the opening
of their new location at 447 E.
Central St. in Franklin.

AD

NOWJOREN

APPLIANGE REPAIR

Same Day Service if Needed
No Trip Charge with Repair Service

Our Certified Technicians can service the following:

v/ Washing Machines
v’ Dryers

v’ Refrigerators

v/ Cooktops

v/ Ranges

v Wall Ovens

v/ Microwaves

v Dishwashers : _ .
v Freezers (N ——

Our Service is Your Advantage!

888 532-9355

www.advantageappliance.biz
447 E. Central St ¢ Franklin, MA 02038
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Children’s Museum Mobile
Exhibits a Hit; Gala Planned

By J.D. O°Gara

Momentum is growing for the
Children’s Museum of Franklin,
as over 1,000 people attended
the 501 ¢(3) nonprofit’s first cou-
ple of Mobile Pop-Up exhibits.

The museum’s organizers
continue to plan mobile exhibits
as well as its first major commu-
nity awareness and fundraising
event, Night at the Museum
Gala, a 21+ event from 7-10
p-m. on Thursday, April 11th at
THE BLACK BOX, 15 West
Central Street, Franklin.

“We have been thrilled with
the excitement and the num-
ber of people coming in. It’s
been amazing,” says Erin Gal-
lagher, co-founder of the Chil-
dren’s Museum, along with Meg
Hagen, “One person who at-
tended said it was like walking
into a kids’ paradise.”

The two are still working on
securing a location in downtown
Franklin.

“That’s not totally ironed out,
yet,” says Gallagher, “Hopefully,
we’ll be able to announce a spot
in the not-too-distant future.”

In the meantime, the organi-
zation is going strong planning
its mobile events. The following

Pop-Up Indoor Mobile Mu-
seum events were planned for
this month as of press time, with
more to come in Franklin and in
neighboring towns:

* March 5, 2024, Franklin
Public Library, 11 a.m.-2
p-m., 118 Main St., Franklin

* March 16, 2024, Franklin
Public Library, 10 a.m.-2
p-m., 118 Main St., Franklin

To stay apprised of upcom-
ing mobile exhibits, visit https://
www.childrensmuseumfranklin.
org/events .

“The audience for a children’s
museum drives up to an hour
to visit the museum,” says Gal-
lagher. “(It’s) going to be a ben-
efit for the community around

I
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gy }, - ° Lash Lifts

Call Felicia: 781-856-5271
or Email: feesh59@yahoo.com

SPRING SPECIAL
Make your appointment today
$50.%° OFF
a FULL SET of Lashes

SERVICES OFFERED:
Y * Lash Extensions

Expires 3/31/2024

* Brown Laminations
» Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows

(ﬁé@:ﬁ Felverar

www.justfeliciawi.com

One wreck

Benjamin Insurance Agency

401-765-5000
North Smithfield, Rl

401-767-2061
Bellingham, MA

NOT AVAILABLE IN EVERY STATE. Feature optional. Subject to terms & conditions.
Allstate Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

@

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

18679368

cHildren's

Mufeum of
FrankLin

Franklin and much further, too.
We’ll be popping up into neigh-
boring communities to get some
exposure, to let people know
were coming, we’re here, and
we’re growing in the surround-
ing region.”

So, far, Gallagher says Nor-
folk, Medway and Holliston are
locations the museum is consid-
ering, but the two are open to
suggestions.

“We would, of course, wel-
come anybody who has ideas
for other locations in other com-
munities, too,” says Gallagher.
“We really do need quite a bit of
space to bring the whole museum
with us.” To illustrate this, Galla-
gher points out that the mobile
Children’s Museum pop-ups
will take up all three community
room spaces when they’re held
at Franklin Public Library. She
also points out that the museum’s
pop-ups at Franklin’s Downtown
Sports were a hit.

“We were excited for the op-
portunity to partner with them,
because they’ve done some really
great programming for the com-
munity, so our values certainly
align,” says Gallagher.

The Children’s Museum of
Franklin is still welcoming spon-
sors for its gala on April 11th.
The event will feature Dean Col-
lege President Kenn Elmore as
emcee, mobile exhibits grown-
ups can play with, live enter-
tainment, fun food and a drink
ticket, and an online silent auc-
tion (launched later this month),
the winners of which will be an-
nounced at the event.

To get your ticket for a night
of fun in support of the Chil-
dren’s Museum of Franklin, visit
https://www.childrensmuseum-
franklin.org/gala .

. W e -
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Shown are members of Rotary Club of Franklin, MA, with some of the
tasty brunch items they provided to local seniors. From left Bob Host,
Rick Power, John Power, Judy Alfred, Joe Collins, Mary Grace Duffy,

Dr. Bill Koplin, and Jennifer Collins

Rotary Valentine’s Brunch
a Hit for Local Seniors
Group Plans Comedy Fundraiser April 20th.

By J.D. O’Gara

February 10th was the date of
this year’s Valentine Brunch for
Franklin seniors, an annual event
hosted at 1000 Central Park Ter-
race by Rotary Club of Frank-
lin, MA. This year’s event was
a packed house, with over 70 se-
niors enjoying delicious breakfast
items cooked by Rotarians, in-
cluding broccoli and cheese frit-
tata, delicious hash browns and
pecan French toast along with
other breakfast standards. Young
men from the Lion’s Heart or-

The annual Franklin Rotary
Valentine’s brunch saw a full
house of local, full, and happy
seniors.

ganization helped the Rotarians
serve the seniors.

The Rotary can provide
events like these for folks in
Franklin with funds from various
fundraisers. In fact, they have
a fundraiser coming up next
month.

The Rotary Club of Franklin
MAs 2nd Annual Comedy Night
Fundraiser will take place at the
Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond St.,
Franklin, MA 02038, on April
20th. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.,
where guests can enjoy a buffet
dinner, cash bar, a FREE door
prize chance, raffles and the co-
medic stylings Jody Sloane, Har-
rison Stebbins, and the return of
Mark Scalia.

Tickets are only $50/pp
and may be purchased by call-
ing (508) 284-9598, or on-
line (+ $2 processing fee that
covers dinner and the show)
are available at: https://

ci.ovationtix.com/35936/pro-
duction/ 1190666

For more information about
Rotary, visit https://www.rotary.
org/en/about-rotary

Volunteers from Lions Heart helped at the brunch. From left, Justin
Bosley, William Best, Syed Azhar, AJ Trull, Jack Outchcunis, Owen

Lewis, Drake Dolby, James Reader
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Your Money, Your Independence

At or Near Retlrement" Time to Say Bucket!.

Those at or near retirement
face many decisions.

Transitioning from a pay-
check that builds savings to tak-
ing distributions from a lifetime
of investing is a top challenge.

Retirees view risks differently,
including market volatility, se-
quence of returns, interest rates,
inflation, health, and longevity
to outlive money. Still, the great-
est risk 1s behavioral as gone are
the days of throwing new money
at poor planning and decision
making:

Some retirees completely
change strategies. Others attempt
to align investments to high yields
(and unintended risks) to meet in-
come needs. Many overcompen-
sate to a feel-good cash amount.

While noble, these “retire-
ment strategies” lack in spending
expectations, aspirational goals,
variables, and opportunity costs.
When market, economic or polit-
ical turmoil depresses portfolios,
fear drives many to react irratio-
nally. This leaves them without
a strategy and no new money to
throw at poor planning and deci-
sion making;

How to approach a sustain-
able retirement income strategy?

The Bucket Strategy. In its
simplest form, it’s a retirement
income strategy based on seg-
menting assets to when they’re
being spent. This creates a cash
cushion to cover income gaps
early in retirement years, while
maximizing remaining assets
over longer periods.

Glenn Brown, CFP

Time horizons and number
of buckets are flexible, to start I
propose 3 buckets.

Bucket #1 needed in 1-3 years
1s cash, money market and CDs
in a taxable account. Liquidity,
safety, and low taxation to access
funds are key:.

Bucket #2 needed in 4-6 years
1s a mix of investment grade
bonds, low-volatility stocks and
hard assets diversified across
ETTs (exchange-traded funds) in
taxable accounts and traditional
IRAs.

Bucket #3 needed in 7+ years
1s a mix of diversified growth in-
vestments and if applicable, real
estate, concentrated stock, and
legacy investments across tax-
able, traditional and Roth IRAs.
Given Roth IRA’s tax-free ben-
efits, these are the last funds to
access.

As time moves forward, buck-
ets are replenished in a tax ef-
ficient manner by either selling,

Veltles s

Fine Jewelers since 1936

68 Main Street, Franklin, MA
508-528-2300

valleesjewelers.com

transferring, and/or distributing
(i.e. RMDs) assets from Bucket
#3 to #2 and Bucket #2 to #1.

Easy? Let’s discuss critical pre-
requisites.

Know your income gap. “We
spend $8K a month, so we need
$96K income a year.”” No, spend-
ing doesn’t equal income needs.
Say a spouse receives $20K in so-
cial security and other gets $35K
starting next year. So Year 1 in-
come gap is $76K (396K - $20K)
while Year 2 is $41K.

All work and no play... What
of your aspirational goals in re-
tirement? Don’t wait until 75 to
start, instead spend ahead and
under control by planning a
block of years and § amount. For
example, “From ages 62-72, add
$20K extra per year for more
travel.”

What of future liabilities? A
mortgage ending? New vehicles
needed? A remodel or home re-
pair? Moving to reduce costs and
taxes? Assisted living? Gifting to
help adult kids?

Build your cash flow analysis.
By factoring income sources, as-
sets, growth rates, planned distri-
butions, living expenses, one-off
expenses, liabilities, inflation, and
taxes, we see positive or negative
cash flows this year and in future
years.

Negative cash flow; a.k.a. your
income gap, varies each year.

Consider:

2024 -$52K

2025 -$44K

2026 -$65K

2027 -$34K

2028 -$21K

2029 -$24K

Bucket #1 is $161K, #2 has
$79K and #3 is remaining assets
seeking long-term growth.

Come June 2024, review and
confirm your spending rate,
rerun cash flow with updated
values, then raise 50% of 2027
(~$17K) from Bucket #2 to #1.
In most tax efficient manner,
move 50% of 2029 (~§$12K)
from Bucket #3 to #2.

Rinse/Repeat every 6 months
for ongoing 2.5 to 3 years of cash
to cover income gaps. This re-
duces fear and large withdrawals,

FREE ESTIMATES |

COMPLETE BATHROOM
REMODELING

Gary - 508-528-7245
Jim- 508-294-1130

provides lifestyle confidence, and
participates in long-term invest-
ment growth over market cycles.

More to consider than space
allows, so speak with your Certi-
fied Financial Planner.

The opinions voiced in this
material are for general informa-
tion only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recom-
mendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston
resident and owner of PlanDy-
namic, LLC, www.PlanDynamic.
com. Glenn is a fee-only Certi-
fied Financial Planner™ helping
motivated people take control of
their planning and investing, so
they can balance kids, aging par-
ents, and financial independence.

Sponsored articles are submtted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

WOODSTOCK BUILDING ASSOCIATES, LLC

The Leader in Design-Build

WOODSTOCK, CT
3 Route 171, Suaile 1

BOO-928-0897

AN\
WBA

FRANKLIN, MA
L5 Main Streel, Suite 11A
JE-5T0-4853

Residential Carpenter to join the team in Franklin, MA!

If you want to work in a supportive team environment and collaborate on some amazing residential projects,
then you should join the Woodstock Building Associates team. Our company is focused on continuously
improving our processes and elevating our business. Our mission is to have a positive sustainable impact

in the communities we build in. We are a residential design-build firm that is 21 members strong, a family
focused organization, passionate about our mutual success, and looking to create happy clients.

Learn more here: wbahomes.com |

Emails at: careers@wbahomes.com
N

a
i

MA Home Improvement Contractor #119085 - MA Construction Supervisor £111269 - CT Home Improvement Contractor #365%03 - CT New Home Construction Contractor #160

REMODEL - NEW CONSTRUCTION - KITCHENS & BATHS - ADDITIONS
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Broadway’s Ruby Lewis and More Join Josh Strickland in FPAC’s Reimagined Tarzan

Further casting has been an-
nounced for the Franklin Per-
forming Arts Company (FPAC)’s
reimagined production of Tar-
zan the Broadway musical star-
ring Broadway’s original Zarzan
Josh Strickland March 8-17 at
THE BLACK BOX in Frank-
lin, MA. Ruby Lewis (Paramour)
will star as Jane alongside Tyrick
Wiltez Jones (Hairspray, Iinian’s
Rainbow, Bat Out of Hell) as
Terk. Maria Sylvia Norris and
P'T. Mahoney will appear as
Kala and Kerchak, with Nick
Paone as Clayton and Liam
Kerrigan as Young Tarzan.
Katie Gray and Andrew Scott
Holmes will be featured vocal-
ists with the show’s band.

The ensemble, comprised
of NYC and Boston/Provi-
dence talent as well as colle-
giate actors from programs like
Dean College, includes Casey
Harkness Andrade, April Ball,
Gia Chessa, Heather Dorler,
Takaaki Matsumoto, Emiliano
Morales, DJ Ormond, Julia
Ormond, Myranda Rose Silva,
Kellie Stamp, Johanna Stipetic,
Lindsay Tomas, and Isis Wil-
son. The cast will be joined by
Student Apprentice Perform-

ers from the Franklin School
for the Performing Arts Elena
Baker, Helena Cornwell, Devin
Curley, Finley Doherty, Emmett
Eastman, John Fitzhenry, Anya
Fox, Macie Hoben, Matthew
Packard, Ashley Pepin, Mason
Sanford, Kate Settle, Angelina
Willey, Owen Charles, Grayson
Kerrigan, and Colette Lelievre.

FPAC’s flexible theater space,
THE BLACK BOX, will be
transformed into a multi-stage
rock concert centering the
iconic Phil Collins music, while
telling the classic story by blend-
ing Broadway and concert ex-
perience. Conceptualized and
directed by Raye Lynn Mercer
and Ali Funkhouser, the show
will feature choreography by
Broadway’s Clay Rice-Thom-
son (Moulin Rouge!, King Kong,
Newsies, Matilda) and music di-
rection by Hallie Wetzell. Based
on Disney’s epic animated mu-
sical adventure and Edgar Rice
Burrough’s Tarzan of the Apes,
Tarzan features heart-pumping
music by rock legend, Phil Col-
lins, and a book by Tony Award-
winning playwright, David
Henry Hwang. High-flying ex-
citement and hits, like the Acad-

emy Award winning “You’ll Be
in My Heart,” as well as “Son of

Man,” and ““Two Worlds,” make
Tarzan an unforgettable theatri-
cal experience.

In 2006, Josh Strickland cre-
ated the leading role of Tarzan
in Disney’s musical Tarzan on
Broadway. In 2009, he made
his starring Las Vegas debut in

Peepshow at Planet Hollywood
Casino & Resort while con-
currently co-starring in the hit
E! reality show Holly’s World.
Strickland debuted his first sin-
gle “Report to the Floor,” which
skyrocketed to the top-five on
the iTunes Dance Charts the
first week of its release, followed
by “Last Dance.” Ruby Lewis

Quick. Seamless. Convenient.

An SBA loan from Dean Bank is all the above. ——

As a small business owner, you’ve worked hard for everything you’ve got. Your
space, your equipment, your carefully crafted team. Occasionally, you need extra |
cash to supplement that carefully crafted operation and small business loans are
a great option to ease the stress of business ownership.

«Service catered to your business needs
«Convenient closings that come to you

That’s the Dean Difference.

We know your business can’t wait. Apply for a loan and enjoy:

+Quick responses: 24-to-48-hour response time on your loan of up to $100,000
«Seamless process: no pauses or breaks in your lending experience

Speak to an SBA
Lender today:

DEAN BANK

@ f @ in deanbank.com - (508) 528-0088

starred as Indlgo in Cirque du
Soleil’s premiere Broadway
show, Paramour. She specializes
in biographical roles, having
played Betty Hutton & Peggy
Lee in Lights Out: Nat ‘Ring’ Cole
at the Geffen Playhouse (Ova-
tion Nomination) and Marilyn
Monroe in Marilyn! The New Mu-
sical (Best Broadway Performer
Las Vegas) at the Paris Theatre
in Las Vegas, backed by the
Marilyn Monroe Estate. Tyrick
Wiltez Jones led the U.S. Tour
and Off-Broadway productions
of Bat Out of Hell as Jagwire. His
Broadway credits include How-
ard in Finian’s Rainbow and Hazir-
spray as well as the Broadway
National Tours of Miss Saigon,
Seussical, Fosse, and Show Boat.
FPAC 1s an Actors’ Equity
Small Professional Theater com-
pany based at THE BLACK
BOX in downtown Franklin,
MA. Each season, FPAC pro-
duces musicals, plays, ballets,
and more featuring Broadway
stars, professional actors, local
performers, and emerging artists.
Tickets for Tarzan are available at
FPAConline.com or by calling
the box office at (508) 528-3370.

-u."'l."‘-

L

It's my bank:

Member FDIC Member DIF NMLS#412095
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Cantoreggi Suspended, Must Pay Fine

Maglio Named Acting Director

On February 9, 2024, Frank-
lin Town Administrator Jamie
Hellen issued a statement noting
that Robert “Brutus” Cantoreggi
had been placed on unpaid ad-
ministrative leave, indefinitely,
for a personnel-related matter
and that, in Mr. Cantoreggi’s
absence, Town Engineer, Mike
Maglio, would be named Acting
Director of Public Works for the
Town of Franklin until further
notice.

According to information
from the docket regarding this
case, published on February 18,
2024 in The Franklin Observer
(https://franklinobserver.town.
news/), a matter was brought be-
fore the State Ethics Commission
regarding Cantoreggi’s accep-
tance of the gift of ski trips and
some related expenses of sub-
stantial value [1] from a vendor.

This case, docket number 24-
0003, appeared to violate G.L.
c. 268A, the Conflict of Interest
Law, as Amended by c. 194, Acts
of 2011.

As published in The Franklin
Observer, the Ethics Committee
ordered the following:

“Disposition

In view of the foregoing vio-
lations of G.L. c. 268A by Can-
toreggi, the Commission has
determined that the public inter-
est would be served by the dis-
position of this matter without
further enforcement proceedings,
on the following terms and con-
ditions agreed to by Cantoreggi:

(1) that Cantoreggi pay to the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, with such payment to be
delivered to the Commission, the
sum of $15,000 as a civil penalty
for repeatedly violating G.L. c.
268A, § 23(b)(2)(1); and

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

12 Months

No Interest
No Payments
Free Estimates

Get Instant Estimate Online
@ https://robertevansjrinc.com/

Or Call

508-877-3500

Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
CSL 056746
HIC 108807

On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. March 31, 2024 _ Offers May Not be Combined

(2) that Cantoreggi waive all
rights to contest, in this or any
other administrative or judicial
proceeding to which the Com-
mission is or may be a party, the
findings of fact, conclusions of
law and terms and conditions
contained in this Agreement.

By signing below, Cantoreggi
acknowledges that he has per-
sonally read this Disposition
Agreement, that it is a public
document, and that he agrees to
its terms and conditions.

STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

[1] Substantial value is $50 or
more. 930 CMR 5.05.”

As of LTP press time, Town
Administrator Hellen had not yet
responded to inquiries from Local
"Town Pages or T he Franklin Observer.

e Free Bill Payer
e Free online banking
e Qur new FREE app!

NORFOLK
COMMUNIlY

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

e Great rates on savings and loans

e Personal service only a community
credit union can provide!

Proudly serving our community for 70 years!!

We're Still here through others mergers and closings!

Some of our Great Services:
e Only drive up ATM in Norfolk

18 Union Street, Suite 104
Norfolk, MA 02056 :
www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org [&]:

Lifetime

Roof Guarantee
Get a FREE Upgrade to a

Certainleed

SAINT-GOBAIN

Lifetime Guarantee

Offers May Not be Combined

ROOFING - SIDING! - WUN'W@
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A Lesson in Standardized Testing

We receive many questions
about standardized testing from
our students - Do I need to take
the ACT or SAT test? Do I have
to submit my test scores to all of
the colleges? How do I prepare
for the test? Being knowledge-
able about test options, college
test policies, and the benefits of
testing can help to simplify the
process.

The ACT and SAT are the
most commonly used standard-
ized tests in the United States.
Colleges that consider test scores
will accept either exam. Colleges
will have one of the following
test policies: “testing-required”
where applicants are required to
submit either an ACT or SAT
score; “test-blind” does not con-
sider applicant test scores, even
if the scores are submitted; and
“test-optional” where applicants
can decide whether or not to sub-
mit their test scores. In the case
of test-optional, students need to
consider if the test score is a true
representation of their academic
ability.

At College 101, we do not be-
lieve that a student’s standardized
test score is a reliable measure
of the student’s future success.
Test scores provide an addi-
tional piece of information in
the student’s application review.
However, we do believe that stan-
dardized testing can be valuable,

and we recommend that our stu-
dents prepare for either the ACT
or SAT exam through a planned
test prep schedule. Students
should also register for the junior
year spring test exam (SAT or
ACT), and then assess whether
to submit their test scores or not,
and to which colleges.

Benefits of Test Prep and
Taking the Exam:

1. Preparing for standardized
exams can also enhance a
student’s high school per-
formance. Our colleagues,
Jeanne and Jeanine, co-
owners of JeaniusPrep.
com, tell their students
“we do not teach tricks—
we focus on skills: reading
comprehension, grammar,
a solid math review, and
logic via charts, graphs,
and data representation.
All of this knowledge 1is
useful not only for stan-
dardized testing but also
for high school and college

courses.”

2. If a student does not sub-
mit their test scores, greater
weight is placed on other
factors of their application
that include grades, course
rigor, essay, extracurricular
activities and letters of rec-
ommendation. A test score

can be helpful if one part
of the student’s application
is not as strong;

. Approximately 80% of

colleges have test-optional
policies, but taking the
ACT or SAT exam can
prepare a student if one
of the college applications
requires a test score.

. In recent months, there has

been an ongoing conversa-
tion about grade inflation.
Providing a strong test
score can serve as a con-
firmation of the student’s
academic performance.

. Several scholarship op-

portunities will use stan-
dardized test scores for
eligibility. One example is
the PSAT National Merit
competition which recog-
nizes the top test scoring
students in each state with
a $2500 merit scholarship.

. Submitting test scores can

also assist students from un-
derprivileged backgrounds.
In a recent conversation
with Mike Bergin, Presi-
dent of Chariot Learning,
he stated “The Dean of
Admissions at Dartmouth
College recently com-
mented about the unde-
sirable data deficit when
scores are held back; while

Woodforms

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of College 101 Admissions

Consultants

the school’s President com-
mented that diversity ac-
tually went down because
students held back scores
that would have helped
them stand out, even if
those scores were below the
college’s average scores”.

7. The average test score has
increased in recent years at
test-optional colleges as stu-
dents usually only submit
strong test scores. When
should a student submit
test scores? According to
Mike Bergin, “any score at
the 25th percentile of the
school’s middle 50% aver-
age is probably worth sub-
mitting. If an applicant has

doubts about whether to
submit a score to a test op-
tional school, reaching out
to the college’s admissions
department with specific
questions often leads to a
clarifying conversation.”

Good luck and enjoy the journey!

College 101 Admassions Consultants
LLC.

Website: www.mycollegel 01.com.
Email: tracy@mycollege 01.com.
Phone: (508) 380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submatted by
our advertisers. The adverliser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

Come visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!
131 Morse Street | Foxboro | 508-543-9417 | woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p-m., Eriday: 7 a.m. - 3/ p.m:

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday




March 2024

Find us on Facebook | Franklin Town News

Page 13

Touching Base with the TA

Franklin Ridge Funding

In January, the Town of
Franklin was awarded $8.5 mil-
lion in grant funding for the
Franklin Ridge Senior Housing
project, which will be funded
by $2.5 million from the Low-
Income Federal Tax Credit
(LIFTC) and $6 million from
other state Executive Office of
Housing and Livable Communi-
ties’ subsidies, according to Town
Administrator Jamie Hellen.
The project was one of 26 hous-
ing projects in 19 Massachusetts
communities slated to receive the
affordable housing funding.

“Generally speaking, it’s
kind of a potpourri of funding
sources, including a variety of
state programs, federal subsidies
and additional tax credits and
breaks,” says Hellen. “It’s not like
we're going to get a check in the
mail; it’s a reimbursement-based
system. As those costs accrue
over the next several years. The
state is committing that money
through a variety of sources.”

Hellen explains that a lot
needs to be coordinated for a
municipal housing project like
Franklin Ridge.

“Unlike the private sector,
projects sponsored by the govern-
ment are, generally speaking, re-
lying on a whole series of grants
and tax subsidies to be able to
fund them There’s a lot to be
coordinated. It takes years,” says
the Town Administrator.

Hellen has some praise for
Healey’s administration stream-
lining access to federal funds for
towns.

“I think Governor Healey has
done a great job setting up a fed-
eral liaison in her office, Quen-
tin Palfrey (Director of Federal
Funds and Infrastructure) to try
to leverage strategies to access
federal funds. I thought it was
a great strategy — what can the
state invest in to get more federal
dollars. It takes a lot of work. It’s
thankless, and it’s uncertain. In
this case ... obviously, the return

on investment was there. If they
had not created this office to try
to strategize on how to maximize
federal dollars, we would not
be in this position to access that
money,” says Hellen.

Franklin has a consultant,
John Juhl, working to coordi-
nate the paperwork that comes
with the various sources of these
funds, says Hellen.

Hellen explains that roads and
sewers will lay the foundation for
Franklin Ridge, and Juhl will lay
groundwork with paperwork this
year to access specific grants for
that, as well.

“We have enough funding
now to build the road, the drain-
age, and the infrastructure,” says
Hellen, “We’re doing that this
year, and then we would hope
that grant money we just re-
ceived would go to build some of
that (Franklin Ridge) structure in
2025 and 2026.

“We will have more details as
they become available. I suspect
when we have a Franklin Ridge
presentation update later this
spring, we will get a better un-

derstanding of how this all works
and the timeline,” says Hellen.

March 6 Joint Budget
Subcommittee Meeting

Hellen urges anyone inter-
ested in the town budget and
school finance to tune in to this
meeting,

“That will start a three-month
budget process,” says Hellen. At-
tendees, he says, are “going to see
some pretty extreme numbers
relating to the school district and
what they need to maintain ser-
vices. That’s just the preliminary
budget model, not the budget
that will be proposed, but where
the wish list is at.”

Services we offer:

- Wellness care

- Same day appointments

Privately owned full-service
veterinary clinic.

Looking for a Veterinarian?

- Preventative medicine

- Routine & specialty surgery Qﬁﬁh CH’L‘P
- Ultrasounds & echocardiograms _:?" .

- Massage therapy

- Laser therapy >
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heating systems
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heaters |

» Qil to propane
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OIL & PROPANE

“Your Total Home Comfort Company”

Family/owned and operated|'since 1954 ‘

Give us a call today!
800-649-5949

info@medwayoilpropane.com

Your neighbors have voted us
GOLD WMIEDAL WINLIERSH

Call today to learn more about our services!

FREE: 100 gallons of home heating oil or propane* |
FREE: *100 Account credit towards your first tune-up or service plan*

-

—

*APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. *New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

* Flexible pricing
and budget
programs

* Ask about our

Veteran, Military,
Police and Fire |

v
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» Emergency
service 24-7
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The b.LUXE beauty beat

Gray Blending: A New Way to
Embrace Your Gray

By Gina WOELFEL

Once upon a time, spotting
your first gray hair felt like the
beginning of the end, especially
for women. In an age-obsessed
society, women have felt the need
to maintain a youthful appear-
ance, and aging was often con-
sidered taboo.

However, nowadays, women
are pushing back and embracing
their gray hairs and the number
of years it took to earn them! Ac-
cepting your gray has become
synonymous with self-love and a
more natural approach to beauty.
We all age, so let’s celebrate it!

Women, in particular, are
often judged based on their ap-
pearance. Interestingly, the
pandemic sparked the modern
gray hair movement, prompt-
ing women to embrace their
natural hair color. When salons
closed, women had to skip their
monthly color retouches. It was a
challenging time, but we were re-
silient and adapted. With no end
in sight, our roots grew in, and
when one inch turned to three,
many women saw their natural
color for the first time and loved
it. Their gray hair was beautiful,
and the time spent away from
judgment and scrutiny allowed
them to reconnect with their
natural selves.

We understand that not every-
one will give up hair coloring and
accept their gray hair. It’s a big
commitment that requires both
emotional and aesthetic con-
siderations. For many women,
to stop coloring their hair alto-
gether would be difficult. Unlike
pandemic times, we’re out in the
world each day, and having half
our hair without color could be
quite an adjustment.

Here’s an analogy of the three
levels of basic gray coverage.

1. Full coverage covers 100%
of the gray with a one-pro-
cess color. Think of this as
wearing colored wool tights.

2. Demi-permanent coverage
covers about 80% of your
gray using a less pigmented
dye. This process lets some
of your natural tone and

gray hair show through.
Think of this like wearing
sheer, colored pantyhose.

3. No coverage, allowing
your natural gray and sil-
ver color to come through
completely, but glossing the
hair to add shine, tone and
eliminate yellow and brassy
tones. Think of this like
wearing sheer, nude panty-
hose.

For decades, these three tech-
niques were the standards for
covering your gray, with most
women opting for full coverage.
This all-over, one-dimensional
color application can be as light
or dark as your natural or cur-
rent color allows, but it will leave
a hard line of regrowth at your
roots. Modern formulas offer
a wider range of hues and are
more prismatic than their pre-
decessors, but this technique still
requires an appointment every
4-6 weeks. Many women, believ-
ing they still match their natural
color, have dyed their hair this
way for years. So many years, in
fact, their original hair color has
completely changed. But it’s easy
to get stuck in a rut. One process
coverage works, but is it the best
coverage for you now?

Gray, silver, and platinum
hair is all the buzz, with more
and more women ditching high-
maintenance, monochromatic
tones for more lived-in looks.
Now, more than ever, you've got
options.

Have you heard about “Gray
Blending?”

Gray blending is an umbrella
term that describes the many
techniques used to disguise and
mncorporate your gray hair. With-
out a hard line of regrowth, it’s a
more natural-looking alternative

Gray blending techniques
incorporate foil highlights and
lowlights that vary in weight and
placement to provide a highly
customized color unique to you.
There’s gray blending for blonde
hair and gray blending for dark
hair, as well as auburn and red
hair. Gray blending uses multiple
shades of hair color to create a
gradual transition that incorpo-

L UXE

hair-makeup -skincare - tanning

Visit Our Gray
Blending Page For

More Info

Visit Our Website at
bLUXE.com to Book
an Appointment

=]
i
[=]
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rates your gray hair with your
natural color (or chosen base
color.) With this multi-tonal tech-
nique, gray hairs aren’t covered;
they’re enveloped within the pat-
tern of color, resulting in a softer,
more natural look that needs less
maintenance than one-process
color. You can choose to main-
tain your gray-blended look or
use this process to slowly transi-
tion towards all gray.

For clients who've been dying
their hair a darker shade for years
and want to grow out their natural
color, you have a few options:

1. Using your previous color
as a guide, your stylist can
highlight or lowlight just
around your face. Lowlights
use the same technique as
highlighting to apply color
but use darker tones for
depth and dimension. This
method breaks up your gray
regrowth and avoids a hard
line of demarcation. It also
allows clients with longer
hair to pull it back in a po-
nytail, disguising their gray
in the back.

2. Your stylist can also select
a few areas where your
gray hair is growing Iin,
like through your part and
around your face, and place
a few strategically painted
highlights they’ll lift close
to the color of your silver
hair. A toner should then be
applied to unify color, tone
brassiness, and add shine.

3. Choosing to stop dyeing

your hair altogether is an-
other option. Your hair
grows about 2”7 to ¥~
per month, so growing
your hair to a manageable,
shoulder-length bob takes
approximately a year and
a half without interven-
tion. Many people cut their
hair short to remove most
of the dyed hair and then
let it grow out while getting
regular trims to remove the
remaining colored portions.
Once the dyed hair is gone,
your natural hair color can
grow as long as desired.

. Dying your entire head sil-

ver in one session is definite-
ly an option, but one that
comes with a few caveats.
Many clients are curious
about how long this process
takes because they’ve seen
incredible mega-transfor-
mation on social media.
While it’s technically pos-
sible for some people’s hair
to lift enough artificial color
in one session, this level of
alteration 13 uncommon.
Despite online videos that
seem to show quick and
easy solutions, the truth is
that these types of color ap-
pointments are costly and
can take 10 to 12 hours in
your stylist’s chair, with no
guarantee of the desired re-
sults.

. We recommend a toner

or tinted gloss for all gray-
blending methods and ex-
isting gray clients. Natural
gray hair can be yellow,
brassy, or even mousy-
brown. A toner will bright-
en and balance those un-
desirable tints, adding a
mirror-like shine.

6. The timeline for hair re-
growth varies from person
to person and depends on
factors such as the health
and length of your hair,
the coloring technique you
and your stylist choose, and
how quickly you want to
achieve your desired trans-
formation. Your stylist will
likely want at least three to
four months of regrowth to
see your gray pattern. This
time 1s not 100% necessary,
but it allows your stylist to
create the most effective
color plan for you.

Once you start the transition
process, you can expect your
maintenance and upkeep to be
about 8 to 12 weeks apart, de-
pending on your chosen method.
Typically, it takes about 3 to 4
salon visits to complete the pro-
cess and get your hair to the de-
sired state.

And remember, nothing is
ever permanent! If gray blend-
ing isn’t your thing, you can al-
ways go back. Your stylist is here
for your aesthetic and whatever
makes you feel most beautiful!

If you’re curious about gray
blending and would like more
information, scan the QR code
above to visit b. LUXE Hair and
Makeup Studio’s Gray Blend-
ing page that features before and
after transformations.

b.LUXE Hair and Makeup
Studio also offers complimentary
color consultations.

Book yours today at bLUXE.

com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submatted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.
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Honoring Our Franklin Veterans Who

Died In Service to Our Country

The Town of Franklin has one
of the most beautiful Veteran’s
Memorial areas in the state. If
you haven’t been there recently,
itis worth a visit. There are mon-
uments for all wars centered in
front of the WWI “Doughboy”
monument. At the rear of the
monument area is the Veterans’
Memorial Walkway, which cur-
rently honors 1866 veterans who
have served America.

Perhaps the most moving
part of the Memorial area are
the 45 granite posts which line
the Veterans’ Walkway. Each
one of these posts 1s dedicated
to a Iranklin veteran who gave
his life, defending our freedom.
These columns are beauti-
tully done, marked with bronze
plaques and a flag. During the
holidays, each is also decorated
with a beautiful wreath.

Over the past few months,
Franklin’s Veterans’ organiza-
tions, the Edward L. Grant
American Legion Post 75, and
the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars
Post 3402, under the auspices
of the Town’s Veterans Coun-
cil, have developed a program to
further honor those who died for
our nation, to ensure they are re-
membered, and their stories are
kept alive.

In January, the first of cer-
emonies honoring the 45 soldiers
took place at the column of Wil-
liam O. Martello, Ensign, U.S.
Navy who died on that date off
Anzio beach in Italy, when his
landing craft struck a mine.

In February, four more veter-
ans honored on their KIA dates,
February 18 — Air Force SSgt
Alan Willard, Vietnam; February
22 — Navy Oiler James P. Mur-

On Friday, January 26th, the Edward L. Grant American Legion Post 75,

and the Veteran's of Foreign Wars Post 3402, under the auspices of the
Town'’s Veterans Council, began the first of individual ceremonies to
be held this year to honor the 45 fallen soldiers from Franklin, who are
memorialized with stone pillars along the Franklin Veterans Walkway.

ray, WWI; February 24 - Marine
Corporal David Laughlan III,
WWII, and February 26 — Ma-
rine Lance Corporal Richard L.
Desper, Vietnam.

For the month of March, we
will honor the following veter-
ans: On March 10, a dual cer-
emony will be held for Army 2nd
LT John A. Schur, WWII and
Army PFC Marshall E. Rollins,
both who lost their lives on the
same day; March 18 - Army PFC
Elton E. Ekstrom, WWII, and on
March 30 — W. Franklin Lynch
WWIL

On April 9th, both Joseph R.
Paulette and Russel W. Shaw,
who lost their lives in Vietnam,
will be honored. Later in the
month, on April 17th, John J.
Kell, who perished in World War
IL, will be honored, and on April
30th, John E. Pasquantonio, who
was killed in Vietnam, will be
honored.

This program will include the
placing of a Memorial Wreath

for the day, the playing of Taps,
a salute from those present, and
a reading of whatever history we
may have on that veteran. This
is a way of keeping the memory
of that veteran alive.

This event will happen 45
times during the coming year.
Some months, like January, only
one ceremony will be held. Other
months will have multiple cer-
emonies, such as February with 4
and June with 7. On March 10,
April 9, July 18, and September
21, there will be dual ceremonies
as we lost two veterans on the
same day.

Families of the veterans, if
known, will be invited to attend
the 9 a.m. ceremony.

The public is invited to attend
these ceremonies to honor those
who gave their lives.

Franklin’s military organiza-
tions support numerous veterans’
activities and encourage all veter-
ans in town to join them.

FHS Theatre to Present Flowers for Algernon

The Franklin High School Theatre Company
will present the one-act play Flowers for Algernon, as
its submission to the Massachusetts Educational
Theatre Guild (METG) Drama Festival prelimi-
nary competition. Tickets for the show are avail-
able for March 1st, 2024, at 7 p.m. and March 8th,
2024, at 7 p.m. Visit http://our.show/ 1pi252]j for
more information.

The production is about the compelling story
of Charlie, an intellectually disabled man, and
the strange interweaving of his life with that of
Algernon, a mouse. Experimental surgery has
been performed on Algernon increasing his intel-
ligence fourfold. The operation is then conducted
on Charlie, whose intelligence rapidly increases

to that of a genius, far more intelligent than his
teacher, Alice Kinnian, or the doctors who created
the operating technique.

As Charlie approaches the peak of his bril-
liance, Algernon shows frightening symptoms of
regression. The play becomes a race against time
in which Charlie attempts to keep his new intel-
ligence long enough to save himself and thus
continue what he and Alice have found. Featur-
ing students Reece Lorenzo, Bella Nuckolls, Colin
Joyce, Brandi Dumas and many others!

Follow the Franklin High School Theatre Com-
pany on Instagram for information about upcom-
ing events and activities @fhstc.

Porchfest Planned in
Franklin June 1st

Porchfest is coming
to Franklin, MA!! It is
an outdoor music event
that will be held on Sat-
urday, June 1st from 12
p-m. to 6 p.m. with a
rain date of June 2nd.
Come spend the day
in Franklin’s beautiful
Cultural District while
listening to live music.
Musicians and bands
of all genres will be per-
forming on porches and
patios throughout the district.

This walkable event is also the
perfect opportunity to check out
our local shops and restaurants.
Public bathrooms will be avail-
able. If you would like to host
a band or performer on your
Porch or if you have a band or
are a performer and would be in-
terested in performing at Frank-
lin PorchFest, go to our website
https://franklin.porchfest.info
and register for the event. All the
information you need to register
is on our website. Also, on our

website you will find links so you
can follow us on Facebook and
Instagram.

Porchfest is made possible
with funds granted from the
Mass Cultural Council through
the Franklin Cultural District
Committee. The Franklin Porch-
Fest Committee is thankful for
the support it has received from
the Cultural Council, the Cul-
tural District and the Town of
Franklin. Save the date! We look
forward to seeing you June 1st!
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By: RoGer M. KaLpawy, M.D.
MiLrorD FRANKLIN EYE CENTER

What is glaucoma and how is it
treated?

Glaucoma is a chronic disease
defined by characteristic optic
nerve damage. It is a multi-fac-
torial disease with over 300 dif-
ferent anatomic variations and
affects over 40,000,000 people
worldwide. Glaucoma is a slowly
progressive and irreversible dis-
ease and, in most cases, causes
a painless loss of eyesight. It is,
in short, “the silent sneak thief
of sight”. The damage to the
optic nerve is commonly caused
by a fluid imbalance, or pressure,
in the eye, as well as possible al-
terations in the blood flow to the
optic nerve. It is well established
that lowering the intraocular
pressure can slow the process of
optic nerve damage. The degree
of pressure lowering necessary to
prevent optic nerve damage 1s in-
dividualized for each person and
cach optic nerve. The greater

Living Healthy

iStent Inject and Microgoniotomy for Glaucoma

the optic nerve damage, the
lower the intraocular pressure is
needed to achieve stability and
prevent further optic nerve dam-
age and further visual field loss.

If glaucoma is left untreated
you may experience vision loss
and eventual blindness. Treat-
ment strategies for glaucoma
are individualized to achieve the
greatest lowering of the intraocu-
lar pressure with the least amount
of risk to the individual’s eyesight
and well-being. Commonly, in
the United States, topical medi-
cations are used as a first line of
treatment. In many situations,
multiple medications are tried to
achieve the desired pressure level.
Unfortunately, there can be difhi-
culties with compliance, cost and
side effects with many of these
medications and laser therapy is
commonly substituted as a first
line of therapy.

What is the iStent® trabecular
micro-bypass stent?

Minimally invasive glaucoma
surgical procedures, so-called

MIGS involve alterations of the
drainage area that are performed
inside the eye. The iStent® tra-
becular micro-bypass stent is
a surgical therapy for patients
who have mild to moderate open
angle glaucoma and have been
tried possibly on topical medi-
cations or laser therapy. It is
designed to improve the aque-
ous outflow to better lower the
intraocular pressure and reduce
the need for medications. The
1Stent® 1s the smallest medical
device approved by the FDA to
date. It is placed in the eye into
the drainage area, so-called Sch-
lemm’s Canal through the tra-
becular meshwork. The 1Stent®
is an elective procedure. The 1S-
tent® 1s potentially beneficial in
helping to reduce the number of
glaucoma medications and drops
needed to control this condition.

What is microgoniotomy surgery?
Microgoniotomy surgery
(using the iAccess trabecular

trephine device from Glaukos)
1s another type of MIGS. This

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.

Jorge G. Arroyo, M.D.
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Dan Liu, M.D.
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After Hours
Available

Michael R. Adams, 0.D.

procedure provides control of the
eye pressure at lower risk than
more traditional glaucoma sur-
geries. It alters the eye’s drainage
system to lower the eye pressure
and reduce the need for medica-
tions. Microgoniotomy can be
done standalone or combined
with 1Stents during cataract sur-
gery in a tissue sparing fashion
to improve resistance to outflow
in glaucoma. This tissue-sparing
procedure can help lower the
pressure even more compared
to implanting iStent alone. Dur-
ing this procedure and ophthal-
mologist (Eye MD/ surgeon) will
make 3 trephination cuts in a
part of the eye’s drainage system
called the trabecular meshwork.
This will allow fluid to leave the
eye much easier.

Benefits (how the surgery can
help)

The goal of the iStent and
microgoniotomy surgery is to
lower your eye pressure and help
preserve vision. It will not bring
back vision already lost from
glaucoma. After implantation,
many patients are able to better
control their eye pressure with
fewer medications.

Risks

As with any surgery, there are
risks with the 1Stent and microgo-
niotomy procedure. The surgery
may not lower the eye pressure or
control the glaucoma even when
it is properly performed. In ad-
dition, sometimes there can be

complications that do not appear
in the early post operative period
but may develop days, months or
years later. Further treatment or
surgery to treat those complica-
tions may be needed. As with
any intraocular surgery, there
may be loss of vision, blindness,
loss of the eye, as well as bleed-
ing, infection and injury to the
eye or nearby body parts.

At Milford Franklin Eye Cen-
ter, we use state-of-the-art tech-
nology and lasers to diagnose
and treat a variety of eye prob-
lems, including glaucoma. We
offer high-definition optic coher-
ence tomography testing (OCT)
that can predict glaucoma before
it even happens. We also offer
laser treatment when medica-
tions alone are not enough. All
our offices are equipped with
OCT and state-of-the-art com-
puterized visual field testing. We
operate in a state-of-the-art sur-
gery center close to home, here at
the Cataract and Laser Surgery
Center of Milford. All our sur-
geries are performed with an an-
esthesiologist in the room and an
IV lane, in case of an emergency.
No office-based surgery! We
were among the first surgeons in
New England to introduce this
new technology and we offer
stellar outcomes closer to home.
With 22 years of established ex-
perience and tens of thousands
of procedures performed, we
are happy to offer state-of-the-
art medical and surgical eye care
and now the iStent inject /mi-
crogoniotomy for treatment of
glaucoma closer to home than
ever before.

For more details, see our ad on

this page.
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Twenty Tri-County Students Join Ranks of National Honor Society

Tri-County Regional Voca-
tional Technical High School
wishes to congratulate the 20
students who were inducted into
the Peter Rickard chapter of
the National Honor Society in
a recently-completed ceremony
in the company of their peers,
family, friends and school faculty,
staff and administrators. The in-
spirational keynote address was
delivered by Mr. John Becker, a
member of the TC staff, the fac-
ulty leader of the new cornhole
club, and a former regional sales
manager.

Election to the National
Honor Society requires the
demonstration of four personal
characteristics: scholarship,
leadership, character, and ser-
vice. Candidates’ applications
are reviewed and evaluated by
a panel of six Faculty members
who recommend NHS member-
ship to the Principal, Mrs. Dana
M. Walsh, for approval.

The new NHS Members
were sworn-in and promised
to uphold the four pillars of
the National Honor Society.
As part of the ceremony, each
new member acknowledged a
teacher who has made a strong
impact upon them.

Chapter leadership was intro-
duced and sworn-in as officers
for the class of 2024 including:

President: Ivy Young, Vice
President: Nicholas Ewanchuk,
Secretary: Carol Abdel Alrhim,
Treasurer: Matthew Noonan,
Social Media manager: Ryan

Zagrodny, Ambassadors: Kaylee
Chouinard (Administration), Sa-
vannah Nosek (Design), Emma
Jameson (Culture)

In addition, the accomplish-
ments of the current NHS se-
niors were recognized.

Spearheaded many new tra-
ditions that I hope to see remain
in future years, including

¢ Senior Sunrise on the first day
of school,

¢ A school-wide awareness ini-
tiative and fundraiser for sui-
cide prevention

¢ A well-executed fundraiser
with Panera,

¢ a fall Dodgeball tournament
in collaboration with Student
Council,

* a student and faculty art gal-
lery evening that raised over
$200 to donate to the Maui
Strong fund,

CUSTOM CLEAN OUTS

Junk Removal & Estate Clean Outs
Complete Junk Removal Services

Free estimates Fully Insured E.

508 404 4874
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e targeted support for TC
teachers,

 an effort to begin a student
boosters program to market
and support existing efforts
of student clubs and sports

 and the continuation of our
longstanding  tradition of
a spring Speedball tourna-
ment and fundraiser.
Together, the groups of 38
NHS seniors have contributed
over 624 hours of community

service this year. The types of
service they have provided range
from school-related events such
as open houses, freshmen ori-
entation, athletic leadership,
and School Committee meet-
ings, to support of our wider
communities through religious
groups, Scouting, local food
pantries, specialty camps, blood
drives, youth sports, police de-
partment community events,
public library initiatives, animal
shelters, and hospital or health-

care settings. Four seniors were
acknowledged for each docu-
menting more than 40 hours
of community service this year:
Dylan Sullivan, Alexis Hubert,
Emma Latham, Savana Mar-
tinsen

The following students from
Franklin gained induction into
NHS:

Conor Cadorette "25, Sunny
Dion *25, Nicholas Harootunian
’25, Brendan Purvis ’25, Eric
Talamini ‘25

Coming April 2024
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Hockey from an Unlikely Source

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Franklin’s Julia Flynn came
from a basketball family, but
around the age of 7, she started
to play street hockey with her
new stepfather. Not too long after
being introduced to the sport,
she joined the Franklin Youth
Hockey Program, and eventu-
ally would lace up her skates for
the Spitfires, a club team out of
Foxboro.

“I’'ve always seemed to be
competitive and picked the game
up rather quickly,” Flynn said. “It
was a fun, fast paced game that I
really enjoyed being part of.”

A few years later, she joined

a club team. where the adjust-
ment from youth to club hockey
was a bit intimidating at first for
the Franklin native, but with the
help of her Spitfire Coach, she
was able to make the necessary
modifications to bring her game
to the next level.

“Playing on the Spitfires was
totally different, and it forced
me to improve my game to keep
up,” she said. “Effort is key, and
if you're losing, you still need to
put forth the effort.”

Tryouts for the IFranklin High
School team brought nervous-
ness going in, as she really didn’t
know what to expect, but found
that there was no reason to worry
as all the girls were
welcoming, Upon
the completion of
the tryouts, not
only did Flynn
find herself on
the varsity squad,
but she also found
herself playing on
the second line.

“I really
thought that I was
going to doing a
lot of watching
that year, but I
was a big part of

the team playing on that second
line,” Flynn said. “I think our line
that year led the team in points.”

According to Coach Mike
Lubin, Flynn has been one of
the team’s best players since her
freshman campaign. During that
initial campaign, Flynn scored
16 goals and 7 assists for the Pan-
thers.

“She has everything; brings
a high skill and talent to the ice
with a hard work ethic,” the
Panther Coach said. “She also
has had complete confidence in
herself and her game since day
one.”

Having such a successful first
season, Flynn knew coming into
her second year that she had a
role to fulfill, but she wasn’t ready
for all the attention that other
teams were going to throw at her
on the ice. However, while teams
were aware of her presence on
the ice, she was still able to net
16 goals and add 7 assists.

“Other teams were now fo-
cusing on me more, as they knew
who I was, and what I could do.
It was definitely different with
players matching up on me and
playing me tough,” she said. “It’s
easy to get rattled, and I wanted
to retaliate, but I had to learn to

throughout the year!
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Junior captain Julia Flynn, having moved from wing to center this year,
will play a key role if the Panthers are to get to the Division 2 State
Tournament again this year.

keep my composure. I began to
use it as motivation: I am a bet-
ter player on the ice than in the
penalty box.”

Coming into this year, Flynn
found herself named a junior
captain of a young team.

“There was a lot put on me as
I had to be a leader on the ice
as well as off it,” she said. “T had
never been put into this type of
position before; it was an honor,
but an adjustment. As a captain
I want this team to play as one
with chemustry.”

In addition to being named
a captain, Flynn also found that
she was going to be moved off her
normal wing position and placed
at center, a position she was not
looking forward to playing

“It was not my choice, and
at first, I was really against it, as
I was much more comfortable
playing wing,” Flynn said. “I
thought that the transition was
going to be worse than it was, but
two or three games 1in, it seemed
to click, and now I am happy
with the position.”

Although Flynn was against
the move at first, it was some-
thing that Coach Lubin needed
to do.

“She’s a natural winger, but
we needed to move her to center
this year,” the Coach said. Al-
though Flynn had never played
the position before, “the coach-
ing staff knew that she was good
enough to take over the posi-
tion,” he said.

With the movement, another
issue was brought to the forefront
of Flynn’s game — she had never

really taken a faceoff. However,
she is now feeling pretty good at
the dot, although she is not super
confident in her ability just yet.
At the time of this writing, it
looks as though things have not
really changed for Flynn, as the
junior has already found the back
of the net 17 times while dishing
out 11 assists for Franklin.

Prior to entering her junior
year, Flynn wanted to focus more
on the team — not only spread-
ing out the assists amongst the
players, but beating neighboring
rival, King Philip (the two teams
split this year). Individually, the
junior center wanted to notch a
20 goal and 10 assist this season.
At the time of this writing, she
already had found the back of
the net 15 times, while adding 8
assists enroute to her goal.

Tollowing her high school ca-
reer, which still has a year and a
half remaining, Flynn would like
to take her hockey skills to the
next level.

“I would like to continue play-
ing hockey if given the chance
after high school,” she said. “I
would love to pursue hockey
further, but right now it’s a ways
away so we’ll see where it goes
when the time comes.”

Lubin believes that collegiate
hockey is something that Flynn
can definitely play, but for right
now she 1s fully concentrated on
getting the Panthers to the Divi-
sion 2 State Tournament once
again, only this year they would
love to get out of the first round,
unlike the previous two seasons.
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Calendar

Flowers for Algernon, 7 p.m.,
Franklin High School Audito-
rium, 218 Oak St., Franklin,
http://tinyurl.com/FHSFlowers-
forAlgernon

Dean College presents She
Loves Me, Main Stage, 99 Main
St., Franklin, 7:30 p.m.,

www.dean.edu/box-office

Introduction to Vegetable
Gardening, 1 p.m., Franklin Pub-
lic Library, 118 Main St., Frank-
lin, Led by Ali Coakley of Night
Owl Farm, program designed for
absolute beginners but all wel-
come

Cinema 80 Feature Films at
Franklin Historical Museum, A
Trip to the Moon and other short
films by Georges Méliés, 6 p.m.,
80 West Central St., Franklin,
free

Happy Birthday, Franklin!10
a.m.-1 p.m., Franklin Histori-
cal Museum, 80 W. Central St.,
Franklin, cake, coffee

New England Country Dance,
7-9 p.m,, all ages, First Univer-
salist Society of Franklin, 262
Chestnut St., Franklin, under 12
free, students 13-18, $5, adults
$10, https://fusf.org/worship/
upcoming-services

Dean College presents She
Loves Me, Main Stage, 99 Main
St., Franklin, 2& 7:30 p.m.,

www.dean.edu/box-office

llluminate: Lantern Parade &
Festival, 5:30-7 p.m., Bellforge
Arts Center

Dean College presents She
Loves Me, Main Stage, 99 Main
St., Franklin, 2 p.m.,

www.dean.edu/box-office

2024 Presidential Primary, 6
a.m.- 8 p.m., Franklin High
School

Children’s Museum of Frank-
lin Pop-Up Museum, 11 a.m.-2
p-m., Franklin Elks, 118 Main St.,
Franklin

Healthy Soil for Healthy
Plants, 7 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, hosted by FPL and Frank-
lin Garden Club, Join Donald
Demers of Buxton Hollow Farm
to discuss Soil Health.

Veterans Coffee Social, 10
a.m., Franklin Senior Center, 10
Daniel McCahill St., Franklin,
featured speakers include MA
Rep. Jeff Roy, Secretary of Vet-
erans Services Jon Santiago and

MA Sen. Rebecca Rausch, all
veterans welcome.

Todd Brodeur Frisbee Demon-
stration! 1 p.m., Franklin Public
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin

Franklin Joint Budget Sub-

committee meeting

Connecting Women Lead-
ers Luncheon, presented by
Tri-County Regional Chamber,
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Cornerstone,
Milford, http://tinyurl.com/con-
nectingwomenleaders

Flowers for Algernon, 7 p.m.,
Franklin High School Audito-
rium, 218 Oak St., Franklin,
http://tinyurl.com/FHSFlowers-
forAlgernon

FPAC presents Tarzan, 7:30
p.m., THE BLACK BOX, 15 W.
Central St., Franklin, https://
www.fpaconline.com/events.
php?rid=1696

Cinema 80 Feature Films at
Franklin Historical Museum,
Charlie Chaplin’s The Kid, 6 p.m.,
80 West Central St., Franklin,
free

FPAC presents Tarzan, 2 &
7:30 p.m., THE BLACK BOX,
15 W. Central St., Franklin,
https://www.fpaconline.com/
events.php?id=1696

Second Sunday Speaker Se-
ries presents Joe Landry dis-
cussing the Thomson Press
Building and its history, doors
open 1 p.m., presentation 1:15
p.m., Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 W. Central St., Franklin

FPAC presents Tarzan, 2 p.m.,
THE BLACK BOX, 15 W.
Central St., Franklin, https://
www.fpaconline.com/events.
php?id=1696

All Town Chorus and Orches-
tra concert, 6 p.m., Franklin High
School, 218 Oak St., Franklin,
$5 admission supports Franklin
Music Boosters

All Town Band concert Frank-
lin High School, 6 p.m., 218 Oak
St., Franklin, $5 admission sup-
ports Franklin Music Boosters

FPAC presents Tarzan, 7:30
p.m., THE BLACK BOX, 15 W.
Central St., Franklin, https://
www.fpaconline.com/events.
php?id=1696

Franklin Public Library Book
Sale, 1-5 p.m., 118 Main St.,
Franklin

Hiring all techs, all trades!

B 2 =
FLEXIBLE TECH MODERN EXPERIENCE
SCHEDULE SUPPORT TRUCKS & GROWTH

RODENHISER

Franklin Public Library Book
Sale, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., 118 Main
St., Franklin, bag sale 1-4 p.m.

Calligraphy Workshop, 11-
12:30, Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 West Central St.,
Franklin

FPAC presents Tarzan, 2 &
7:30 p.m., THE BLACK BOX,
15 W. Central St., Franklin,
https://www.fpaconline.com/
events.php?id=1696

Irish in America Concert, 3
p.m., Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin. This program
is supported in part by the Frank-
lin Cultural Council, supported
by the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Children’s Museum of Frank-
lin Pop-Up Museum, 10 a.m.-2
p.m., Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin

Cinema 80 Feature Films at
Franklin Historical Museum,
Hitchcock’s The Lodger, 6 p.m.,
80 West Central St., Franklin,
free

March 17

Does Food Count as a Basic
Human Right? 10 a.m. service
with guest speaker Tina Powderly,
Executive Director of the Frank-
lin Food Pantry, First Universalist
Society in Franklin, 262 Chestnut
St., Franklin, fusf.org

Extensive Benefit Package including health and 401k plans

Enjoy your career!

To learn more, scan the code or visit
Rodenhiser.com/Careers

FPAC presents Tarzan, 2 p.m.,
THE BLACK BOX, 15 W.

Central St., Franklin, https://
www.fpaconline.com/events.
php?id=1696

Bringing the Stars Indoors,
6:30 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin,
Presentation will explore Stel-
larium; an open-source project
showing a realistic sky in 3 di-
mensions. We’ll be distributing
glasses for the solar eclipse on
April 8th!

Dean College presents Cho-
reographers’ Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Main Stage, 99 Main St., Frank-
lin, 2 p.m., www.dean.edu/box-
office

Family Fest & Home Show,
10 a.m.- 2 p.m., presented by
TriCounty Regional Chamber,
Tri-County Regional Vocational
Technical High School, 147 Pond
St., Franklin, over 100 home-re-
lated vendors, mac n cheese coo-
koff, Ed the Wizard, pie-eating
contest, Smokey the Bear, pic-
tures with Easter Bunny to take
home, and more. Admission $5
or an item for the Franklin Food
Pantry.

116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249

We are now
accepting orders
for Easter
in store or online
muffinhousecafe.com

Bakerywith/Fresh

with this coupon

F Expires 3-31-2024

Receive 10% off any cake

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises

A

&1 Coming Early 2024!

Easter Bunny, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Porch of Franklin Historical Soci-
ety, 80 West Central St., Franklin

Calligraphy Workshop, 11-
12:30, Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, 80 West Central St.,
Franklin

Dean College presents Cho-
reographers’ Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Main Stage, 99 Main St., Franklin,
2 p.m., www.dean.edu/box-office

Cinema 80 Feature Films at
Franklin Historical Museum, The
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, 6 p.m., 80
West Central St., Franklin, free

Mike Bent’s AbraKlDabra
Show! 1 p.m., Franklin Public Li-
brary, 118 Main St., Franklin

Party for the Pantry, a Musical
Fundraiser for the Franklin Food
Pantry, 7 p.m., featuring The Pub
Kings, South Street Six and 3
others,

GlenPharmer Distiller, 7 p.m.,
To benefit the Franklin Food
Pantry! 21+ event, tickets $40
at https://interland3.donor-
perfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx’name=E188424&id=82

Egg Hunt on the Library
Lawn! 10:30 a.m., Franklin Public
Library Lawn and Dean College
Grove, bring your own basket,
and enjoy crafts and activities!

43/Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500

296/ Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole

‘Breakfastiand/Lunch fs'#gdwiehe

Best/Blueberry)Muffins Since;J#"IdanlM;ars‘h

I | L I
N f e
[ —— "}

FREE SMALL COFFEE

]
1
1 ]
I Muffinhousecafe 1 With a purchase of a muffin with this coupon ;
1
o

Expires 3-31-2024 F



Page 20

Franklin Local Town Pages | www.franklintownnews.com

March 2024

Franklin Public Schools Announce Upcoming Musical Performances

The FHS music program pro-
vides a variety of musical and
theatrical opportunities to all stu-
dents in grades K-12. Students
gain a strong foundation through
singing and playing recorders
and ukuleles beginning in fourth
and fifth grade. Beginning in the
sixth grade, all students are of-
fered the opportunity to learn to
play a band or orchestra instru-
ment, or sing in the chorus.

Students participating in a
school ensemble have three per-
formance cycles per year: De-
cember, March and May/June.
Students are currently preparing
for the upcoming Massachusetts
Instrumental and Choral Con-
ductors Association (MICCA)
State Music Festival.

“The MICCA Concert Fes-
tival encourages the improve-
ment of an ensemble’s musical
standards by providing musical
adjudication by highly qualified
judges,” said Plouffe. “Atten-

FHS students performing in a jazz combo at a recent concert.
(Photo courtesy Franklin Public Schools)

dance at a festival also affords
organizations an opportunity
to hear performances by other
groups and experience the pre-
sentation of a wide variety of
musical literature.”

Prior to the festival, on Tues-
day, March 12, 200 students
will perform in the upcoming
All Town Chorus and Orches-

tra concert. On the following
Wednesday, March 13, the All-
Town Band concert will take
place, featuring over 250 stu-
dents. Both concerts begin at
6 p.m. at the FHS Auditorium.
Admission for both shows is $5 at
the door and all proceeds will go
to Franklin Music Boosters.

FHS students also recently

auditioned for the Massachusetts
Music Educators Association
(MMEA). There were 17 FHS
students in the music program
who were accepted into the Cen-
tral District Honor Ensembles
and 21 middle school students
accepted into the Junior Festival.

Music students attend one
state festival per year, consistently
earning silver and gold medals.
Additionally, students who are
looking for more performance
opportunities may elect to per-
form in chamber music recitals,
jazz band concerts, community
service performances, musical
theatre performances or audi-
tion for honor ensembles such as
the Central District and All State
Music Festivals.

In addition to in-school
classes, the tuition based Life-
long Music Academy is an after
school music program offering
private lessons and jazz band
at each middle school and the

“Tootlighters,” which is a middle
school musical theater club.

TFHS has a full schedule of
performance and non-perfor-
mance musical opportunities for
students throughout the year.
Non-performance classes in-
clude: Music Production I, II,
III, Podcasting, Music Theory I,
AP Music Theory, Guitar, Piano,
History of Rock and Rock Band.
All students who elect to partici-
pate in the wind ensemble, con-
cert band, orchestra or chorus
perform in three main concert
cycles; one in December, March
and May.

“Our schools’ music program
is a journey of exploration and
expression for our students.”
Plouffe said. “Through engaging
lessons, ensemble rehearsals, and
community performances, we
are fostering a love for music and
nurturing the next generation of
musicians.”

Donation Funds Outdoor Tree-Climbing Elements at Hockomock YMCA

The Bernon Family Branch of
the Hockomock Area YMCA has
installed new outdoor tree-climb-
ing elements as an enhancement
to its outdoor challenge course
in Franklin. The new climbing
elements were funded by a gen-
erous donation from longtime
Y supporters Paula Rooney and
Gerry Shaw, and will be used ex-

tensively in spring and summer

2024 with youth participating
in the Y’s Before & After School
Care and Summer Camp pro-
grams, as well as local school
groups visiting the Y.

In late August, the Iranklin
Y installed Monkey Hardware
systems on trees on its property,
each providing a different climb-
ing level of accessibility. These
kits effectively turn the trees into

climbing walls and are paired
with the TRUBLUE iQ) auto
belay system. The TRUBLULE
auto belays allow climbers of
all ages and skill levels to climb
heights safely. Rather than pull-
ing the young climber upwards,
they allow climbers to ascend the
tree on their own power, while
providing rest as needed during
the climb with its catch and hold

Edward Jones

Kevin L Johnson
Financial Advisor

Franklin, MA 02038
508-346-3750

205 E Central St Suite 10

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works best for you.

New job, new retirement account options
Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options:

* Leave the money in your

* Move it to your new employer's plan
* Roll it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
* Cash out the account subject to early withdrawal penalties

previous employer's plan

IRT-1948L-A AECSPAD 21459739

technology. Once the climber
has reached the top of the climb
they have chosen, the auto belays
use magnetic braking technology
to lower the climber back down
slowly and safely to the ground.

“These new elements have
brought the kids together in a
new way that I have not seen
in a long time. When a camper
was climbing their whole group
would be watching and cheering
them on to reach the top,” said
Ashley Dumas, Youth Program
Director at the Bernon Family
Branch. “It gave the kids some-
thing to work towards and ac-
complish.”

The Hockomock Y is grateful
for this generous donation. The
Franklin Y’s camp and playing
fields also feature Gramdma’s
Place, an outdoor pavilion with

weatherproof tables and seating,
which was also built with funds
donated by the Rooney & Shaw
family.

“From their decades in leader-
ship at Dean College in Franklin
to their contributions as Board
members of our Hockomock
Area YMCA, Paula Rooney and
Gerry Shaw have a long history
of supporting youth and families
in the Franklin community,” said
Jim Downs, Hockomock Area
YMCA CEO. “Our Y staff and
members are so appreciative that
they continue to find new ways to
enhance operations at our Y and
help us provide an even better ex-
perience for the youth we serve.”

For more information on the
Hockomock Area YMCA, in-
cluding camp, visit www.hock-
ymca.org.
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Bi-County Collaborative Students Knit Wigs for
Children Battling Cancer in Magic Yarn Project

Executive Director Jeanne
Sullivan and Bi-County Collab-
orative are pleased to share that
students in the Life Roles Educa-
tion Program (LREP) have been
participating in the Magic Yarn
Project.

Under the direction of Physi-
cal Therapist Dawn Rice-Norton
and LREP Classroom Teacher
Rebecca Blackburn students in
Bi-County Collaborative’s LREP
program created yarn wigs for
children with medical hair loss
in an effort to spread kindness.
Rice-Norton learned about the
Magic Yarn Project through her
mvolvement as the Global Ser-
vice Team Chair for the Lions of
Massachusetts

“Service is something even the
most challenged can take part
in,” said Rice-Norton. “These
students can be proud to do
something for other kids in need.
Everyone is capable of creat-
ing and displaying empathy and
kindness.”

In September, the LREP pro-
gram received 5 skeins of yarn,
donated by the Medway Lions
Club, and began working to cre-
ate a wig modeled after Disney
Princess Rapunzel. The LREP
program also received yarn to be
used for a Jack Sparrow wig, an
Ariel wig and others.

Students wrapped yarn on
a longboard with large dowels.
The yarn is then cut to the re-
quired length and attached to
crocheted beanies to make the
wigs. Tactile symbols were used
to help students learn new vocab-
ulary associated with the project,
and students were able to prac-
tice using their fine motor skills

To ensure students of all abili-
ties enjoyed the process, Rice-
Norton and Blackburn added
tactile pieces to the long boards
so students with visual impair-
ments could more easily locate
the correct posts as they wound
the yarn.

Chemotherapy treatments
often leave young scalps too
sensitive for scratchy traditional
wigs, but yarn wigs are comfy,
soft and warm. Founded by Holly
Christensen and Bree Hitchcock,
Magic Yarn wigs are inspired by
beloved Disney characters and
invite children back to the world
of play and daydreaming

“I would like to thank both
Dawn and Rebecca for spear-
heading this project,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Sullivan. “This
project emphasizes the values we
hold close at Bi-County Collab-
orative. Everyone is capable of
kindness. I am proud of each stu-
dent and staff member who took
part in this project.”

To learn more about the
Magic Yarn Project, visit visit
https://themagicyarnproject.
com/

About Life Roles Education Program

The Life Roles Education
Program (LREP) provides edu-
cational and therapeutic services
to middle school students (ages
10-15) who may have intellectual
and/or neurological disabilities,
including Autism Spectrum Dis-
order.

To learn about LREP,
visit bicounty.org/spe-
cial-education-programs/
middle-school-programs/life-
roles-education-programs.

In addition to spreading
kindness, the Magic Yarn Project
allows students to practice using
their fine motor skills.

About Bi-County Collaborative

Bi-County’s mission is to pro-
vide high-quality educational
programming, making it pos-
sible for all students to become
responsible and contributing
members of society. Bi-County
provides specialized educational
programs for students ages 3-22.
The programs address the needs
of students with Autism, Com-
munication, Emotional, Health,
Intellectual, Neurological, Physi-
cal Impairments, and Specific
Learning Disabilities.

The Bi-County Collabora-
tive (BICO) is a multi-purpose
educational collaborative formed
under the provisions of Mass.
Gen. Laws c. 40, section 4E. It
is a public entity, governed by a
Board of Directors, with each
school committee appointing a
representative to the Board. The
Operating Committee, which
acts in an advisory capacity, con-
sists of each member district’s
designated Special Education
Administrator.

connN
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Tactile symbols were used to help
students learn new vocabulary
associated with the project.

Students in the Life Roles
Education Program (LREP) have
been participating in the Magic
Yarn Project. (Photo Courtesy Bi-
County Collaborative)

VETERANS' COFFEE
SOCIAL

Join us in a discussion on legislative efforts that relate
to Veterans, as well as hear about some of the issues of
concern at a state level for Veterans

Featuring:

Al

Jeff Roy

State Representative

Jon

Santiago
of ns'

Becca Rausch

-
Franklin Senior Center
March 6th, 10 Daniel McCahill
2024 St, Franklin, MA
02038

10:00 AM

www.franklinma.gov

Are you looking for a job with school hours
and the school schedule?
We have the job for you!

The Medfield Foodservice Department is

now hiring! Substitute worker positions

available with flexible hours, as well as
full time, benefited positions.

For more information please contact:

Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net
or 508-242-8897
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Franklin’s Middle Schools Receive
Grant for STEM Career Learning

Remington Middle School,
Horace Mann Middle School
and Anniec Sullivan Middle
School recently received grant
funds from the One8 Foundation
to offer an expanded curricular
program from Project Lead the
Way (PLTW) to support STEM
career learning,

The One8 Foundation collab-
orates with partners to identify,
support and scale high impact
programs, like PLTW, to help
schools and teachers prepare stu-
dents for success

PLTW is a nonprofit organi-
zation that provides a transfor-
mative learning experience for
PreK-12 students and teachers
through coursework in computer
science, engineering, and bio-
medical science. Franklin’s three
middle schools join more than
12,000 schools across the coun-
try offering PLTW programs to
millions of students.

“Receiving these grants gives
us the opportunity to realize what
we 1magine for our students,”
said Director of Curriculum
STEM Eric Stark. “By expand-
ing our partnership with the
One8 Foundation, our computer
science and STEM teachers will
join a nationwide community of

educators, and our students will
gain access to an engaging and
rigorous curriculum and high-
quality instructional materials.”
The grant funds will be used
to implement three PLTW Gate-
way units for the first time in
Franklin Public Schools. In the
first unit offered, Design and
Modeling, students will discover
the design process and develop
an understanding of the influ-
ence of creativity and innovation
in their lives. They will be chal-
lenged to use and apply what
they have learned throughout the
unit to design a therapeutic toy
for a child who has cerebral palsy.
The second unit that will be
offered is Computer Science for
Innovators and Makers. Students
will discover computer science
concepts and skills by creating
personally relevant, tangible and
shareable projects. Throughout
the unit, students will learn about
programming for the physical
world by blending hardware de-
sign and software development.
They will design and develop a
physical computing device, in-
teractive art installation or wear-
able, and plan and develop code
for microcontrollers that bring
their physical designs to life.

The third unit that will be of-
fered is called App Creators. This
unit will expose students to com-
puter science by computation-
ally analyzing and developing
solutions to authentic problems
through mobile app development
and will convey the positive im-
pact of the application of com-
puter science to other disciplines
and to society. Students will cus-
tomize their experience by choos-
ing a problem that interests them
in the areas of health, environ-
ment, emergency preparedness,
education, community service
and school culture.

TFunds from the grant will also
support teacher professional de-
velopment and the purchase of
materials and equipment that
will be used in PLTW courses.
In addition, as a school with
PLTW programming in Mas-
sachusetts, each school will have
access to a regular set of teacher
professional learning opportuni-
ties, student project showcases,
and connections to industry pro-
fessionals offered by the Mass
Learning Project and the One8
Applied Learning Hub.

Coming Up at Franklin Senior Center

What’s happening at the Iranklin Senior cen-

ter this month?

Start off by getting your walker, cane or wheel-
chair decorated with Blanche’s Bling 3/1. Home
safety tips for fall prevention on 3/5 then join us
for a trip to Mozambique on the 8th! Our Drum
circle has us feeling the beat on 3/11, and our
very own Chef Anne will go over the bases of

soup making on the 12th.

Hand, foot and neck pain getting you down?

Join us on the 13th for an evidence-based exercise

feel better.

class to guide you through movements to help you

Learn about the power of home equity on the
13th, then join us as the Franklin Fire Department
serves up a corned beef and cabbage dinner on the
15th! Everyone’s Irish on St. Patrick’s Day right?!

Mindful moments, dating your device, craft

What You Need to

Abouyt
rie

()
tise
Intro

itism: A
uction

Presented by Rabbi Tom Alpert

A Three-Class Session on Antisemitism open
to the Franklin-area Community

Classes will be held at Temple Etz Chaim

Tuesdays March 5th, 19th, and 26th
. 7:30 p.m. .
(pre-registration available
starting next week)

corner, scam prevention and
thriving solo are on the agenda
the week on 3/18. To wrap up
our special events, the last week
of March features Basic Estate
Planning, understanding nu-
tritional labels and a planting
party!

Tor a full list of all of our
daily programs please stop
by and pick up a calendar or
check out our website at www.
franklinma.gov/fsc .

Franklin High School
DECA Members Qualify
for Upcoming State Career
Development Conference

Superintendent
Lucas Giguere and High
School Principal Joshua
Hanna are pleased to
share that Franklin High
School DECA members
have qualified for the
State Career Develop-
ment Conference.

Approximately 200
Franklin High DECA
members competed
at the Massachusetts
DECA District Two
Conference, which was
held on Jan. 4-5 at the
Mansfield Envision
Hotel. A total of 91 stu-
dents are now moving on
to compete at the State
Carcer Development
Conference in Boston
this March.

Students competing
at the district conference
had to place in the top
five in their respective
categories in order to
qualify for the state conference.
Students were recognized for
their hard work and efforts in the
areas of marketing, community
service, finance, hospitality and
tourism.

FHS DECA students that
were recognized at the district
conference include:

First Place Winners: Tanya
Kumar, Jaret Schmidt, Sabrina
Tierney, Adithya Balagrumoor-
thy, Weylan O’Connell, Ajay Gu-
lati, Dheeraaj Prasanna, Jacob St.
Amand, Brayden Trask, Shravan
Dev

Second Place Winners: Jor-
dan Gaspar, Tyler Murphy, Seth
O’Donnell, Aanya Goel, Victoria
Oliveria, Georgia Pellegri, Neha
Shah, Tuhina Pal, Siddharth
Chandra, Jay Gorgas, Aayush
Srinivas, Leena Alshawabkeh,
Liana Warnakulasooriya, Ash-
mita Boopathy, Isabella Trull, Na-
than Schlieman, Ritika Gandla,
Colin O’Leary, Garrett Scaglia-
rini, Nathan Marinelli, Benjamin
Ryan, Ahmad Alkhalaf

Third Place Winners: Brendan
Collins, Braeden Loomis, Jack
Yeulinkski, Madhav Menon,
Brad Morin, Ahan Shetty, Ke-
aton Cooper, Gavin Warnakula-
sooriya, Hannah Auerr, Samuel

Students Adithya Balagurumoorthy and
Weylan O’Connell were among first place
winners at the District Competition.
(Photo courtesy Franklin Public Schools)

Shoneman, Steven Li, Jake Lo-
renzo, Ciaran Walshe, Meghan
Archung, Abi Cheng, Jake Olm-
stead, Gianni Pazvakavambwa,
Josie Drucker, Emma Pruitt,
Connor Houghton

Fourth Place Winners: Ava
Davies, Jenna Simone, Vikram
Chakrabhavi, Srinath Dadireddy,
Manuel Romero, Owen Munich-
iello, Aodhfionn Downs, Pranava
Ponvinayagan, Rex Cinelli, Ryan
Wilson, Zeina Alshawabkeh,
Kavya Dave, Haasini Sabbella

Fifth Place Winners: Maya
Abiramia, Samantha Eager-
man, Abigail Robillard, Cal-
liec Verhaegen, Colton Flaherty,
Luke Trinanes, Grace Tucceri,
Grace Lacerda, Taylor Lacerda,
Ella Mahoney, Richie Popovic,
Joe Risi, Liam Lewandowski,
Finn Mitchell, Elizabeth Mulvey,
Zachary Winer, Katie Dowley,
Nina Iannuzzi, Lily Depoto

“I am incredibly proud of
all FHS students who have ex-
celled in DECA, earning several
awards,” said Superintendent
Giguere. “Their dedication and
achievements reflect the high
standards of our school. We wish
them the best as they move onto
SCDC in March.”
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Historic Happenings at the Franklin Historical Museum, March 2024

Happy Birthday Franklin! Mar.2, 2024

Join us to celebrate our town’s incorporation as a mu-
nicipal entity and those who share this birthday (and oth-
ers) to join us for sociability, cake, coffee, and some fun
stories of other Mass. towns’ names at the Iranklin His-
torical Museum, 10-1, on Saturday, Mar. 2.

The Second Sunday Speaker Series

The Sec-
ond Sunday
Speaker Series
at the museum
continues on

March, 10, § 'I'"":::'
2024  with
popular local

historian Joe

Landry, dis-

cussing  the

Thomson Press

Building and its history (a structure recently added to the
miniature Franklin exhibit, on display in December and
January). Doors open at 1 and the presentation begins
at 1:15 at Franklin Historical Museum, 80 West Central
Street, Franklin, MA. FREE

“Cinema 80’ Feature Films Continue (Free)

Silent Saturdays start at 6 p.m. on each Saturday of
the month (except the last): Chris. Leverone, a videog-
rapher and graphics artist from IFranklin, has directed
promotional and fundraising videos, and is currently a
producer at Iranklin TV. He developed this program of
films in cooperation with the Franklin Senior Center.

e March 2 A Trip to the Moon and other short films by
Georges Mélies

Meélies was a pioneer of special ef- §
fects, using elaborately painted sets
and “trick” photographic tech-
niques to entertain some of the first
movie audiences at the turn of the
twentieth century.

¢ March 9 The Kid
The Kid is Charlie Chaplin’s crown-

ing achievement, using pantomime
humor to tell a memorable and
heartfelt story.

* March 16 The Lodger

In one of his first thrill-
ers, Alfred Hitchcock
paints a picture of
paranoia and suspicion
with clever camera-
work and editing, as a
killer stalks the streets
of London.

e March 23 The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari

Caligari is the first great film in
the horror canon, and an excel-
lent specimen of German Expres-
sionism, with warped images and
warped characters that hypno- |
tized Weimar Germany.

* March 30 No program.

Easter Bunny - Sat Mar. 23, 10-1

The Easter Bunny will make a kid-friendly appearance
on the “front porch” of the museum Saturday March 23
during the museum’s open hours, 10-1.

Beyond the Palmer Method - Learn about
calligraphy, Sat. Mar 16 and Sat Mar. 23
from 11-12:30

Learn about
this useful artform
and get an intro-
duction to creating
calligraphy. Meet =~ - . &

i == = ) i

St e,

our resident expert J/::-_‘ oo 4
in penmanship,

—_— o
. > s o
cursive  writing /= | —_—— —
methods, and cal- \Cé ) )
ligraphy, Krishna
Swain! “Words
written in calligraphy have defined thousands of years of
our history. In this program, we will dive into the history
of the art form, particularly in America, and learn how
to create beautiful calligraphy.”

The Franklin Historical Museum is located at 80 West
Central Street, Iranklin. The museum is open Saturday
mornings from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., and Sunday afternoons
from 1-4 p.m. When visiting the museum, please consider
donating a non-perishable item for the Franklin Food
Pantry.

Questions? Contact Alan Earls at (508) 560 3786.

Visit us online at https://www.franklinmuseum1778.com

Does Food Count as a Basic Human Right?

March 17, 2024, 10 a.m., First Universalist

Society in Franklin

Join us for worship on March
17, as the First Universalist Soci-
ety in Franklin (FUSF) Food In-
security Team, and their special
guest, Tina Powderly, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Franklin
Tood Pantry, explore their collec-
tive and personal journeys from
focusing on alleviating food inse-
curity to that of Tood Justice.

Tood Justice is the belief that
access to food is a basic human
right which can only be achieved
if one advocates for structural
change across the entire food sys-
tem. Unfortunately, our current
food system rests upon many in-
herent, deeply entrenched barri-
ers to equity.

Haidri Promoted to
AVP/Branch Manager
at Franklin BCSB

Bristol County Savings Bank (BCSB), headquartered in Taunton,
Massachusetts, announces the promotion of Amman A. Haidri to
the position of Assistant Vice President/Branch Manager at its
Franklin, Massachusetts office located at 375 W Central Street.
Haidri is responsible for the management of branch operations,
customer relations and new business development.

This worship service will be
interactive; if you have one,
please bring your phone to voice
your opinion on-line during the
service. All are welcome to at-
tend, we look forward to meet-
ing you.

The First Universalist Society
in Franklin is a Unitarian Uni-
versalist Welcoming Congrega-
tion located at 262 Chestnut
Street, Franklin MA. For further
information about FUSYF please
explore our website at fusf.org

or contact our Interim Minister,
the Reverend Beverly Waring at
(508) 528- 5348 or minister@
tusf.org
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Save the Date!

FHS Empty Bowls Fundraiser
May 23rd, 2024

The Franklin High School
Empty Bowls Fundraiser to Sup-
port the Franklin Food Pantry is
Thursday, May 23, 2024, at 6
p-m. Join FHS’s Empty Bowls
Club for a simple meal of soup
and bread and bid on silent auc-
tion items including ceramic
pieces made by club members.

bowl is empty.” All proceeds
from the event will support the
Franklin Food Pantry:.

Tickets go on sale on Mon-
day, April 1, 2024.

Sponsorship opportunities
are available - visit: https://in-
terland3.donorperfect.net/web-
link/weblink.aspx...

Each attendee will receive a
handmade bowl as a reminder
that “somewhere, someone’s

For more information, please
email Jen Johnson at jjohnson@
franklinfoodpantry.org

llluminate: Lantern

Parade & Festival
Bellforge Arts Center, March 2, 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.

Join us at the inaugural Illuminate: Lantern Parade & Festival, a
celebration of light and creativity on March 2, 2024, from 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. As the sun sets, the Bellforge Art Center will transform into
a radiant spectacle during this unique event. Revel in the enchanting
glow of intricately designed lanterns, each a piece of art crafted at
our exclusive lantern-making workshops.

The festival kicks off with a mesmerizing lantern parade, where
participants will showcase their glowing creations. The parade is not
just a procession but a moving tapestry of light, color, and commu-
nity spirit. As the parade winds through the heart of Bellforge, pre-
pare to be captivated by the fusion of artistry and illumination.

For more information, including directions, visit

https:/ /bellforge.org/event/illuminate-lantern-parade-festival/

Save the Date!

The 2nd Annual Bellingham Business
Expo, April 6th, 9-12

Bellingham Public Library is continuing its partnership with
the Bellingham Business Association to sponsor a Business Expo
where local residents can come to the library to meet represen-
tatives of local businesses to learn more about their products
and services in a non-sales environment. Details, including links
for vendor applications, are available at: https://www.belling-
hamma.org/library/pages/bellingham-business-expo .

520 CLEANOUT COUPON S

ONE COUPON PER CLEANDUT, *$100 MINIMUM,

JUNK It NS
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March
Library

Franklin Public Library’s
2024 Reading Challenge!

March: A Book Written by More
Than One Author

Welcome to the Franklin Pub-
lic Library’s first Annual Read-
ing Challenge! For each monthly
prompt you complete and sub-
mit on time, you will receive a
Free Book Coupon good at the
library’s Book Sale. Submissions
MUST be submitted by the last
day of each month in order to
qualify for that month’s Free
Book Coupon. For complete
details, visit our website! Grand
prizes made possible by the
Friends of the Franklin Library!

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Program

In our second year of pro-
viding free tax preparation as-
sistance through the VITA IRS
program the Iranklin Public Li-
brary is looking for volunteers!
To sign up or to find more infor-
mation please email Site Coordi-
nator Mitzi Gousie at mgousie@
franklinma.gov!

Tax Preparation Help with
VITA Site Open Saturdays 10 a.m.
-4 p.m., walk-in to make appoint-
ment, open to People who gener-
ally make $60,000 or less, Persons
with disabilities; and Limited
English-speaking taxpayers.

ESL & Adult Literacy
Program

The Franklin Public Library
has started an English as a Sec-
ond Language and Adult Lit-
eracy Program to serve Iranklin
and surrounding communities.
Volunteers and students do not
need to be Iranklin residents. If
interested, fill out the registration
form on the library’s website.

Special Events for Kids

Kids Take & Make: Rainbow
Tambourine! Available Friday,
March 1st

Starting Friday, March Ist
stop by the library to pick up your
very own Rainbow Tambourine
Kit!

SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED!
First come, first serve!

Sing With Your Baby! Saturday
March 2nd @10:30 a.m.

Join the wonderful Julie Ste-
panek for a morning of music
and engagement with your little
onel!

2024 Franklin Public
Special Events

March Madness: Battle of the
Books! Voting Begins Monday,
March 4th

It’s time for our favorite books
to once again battle it out! Cast
your votes each week at the
Franklin Public Library! 16 books
will start but only 1 can be named
Franklin’s Favorite book!

Children’s Museum Pop-Up Events!
Tuesday March 5th @ 12 p.m.

Join the Children’s Museum
of Franklin for a fun Pop-Up Ex-
hibition! Their mobile museum is
rolling with a variety of rotating
exhibits to bring a few hours of
play to you and your kiddos!

Todd Brodeur Frishee
Demonstration! Wednesday March
6th @1 p.m.

Join 2-time World Freestyle
Frisbee Champion Todd Brodeur
for a super fun, hands on frisbee
demonstration!

Petite Picassos! Tuesday March
11th & 25th@3 p.m.

Join Miss Lily and create your
very own step-by-step painting
of a ladybug! Great fit for chil-
dren ages 6-12! All materials
provided! REGISTRATION
REQUIRED.

Children’s Museum Pop-Up
EventsSaturday March 16th @10
a.m.

Join the Children’s Museum
of Franklin for a fun Pop-Up Ex-
hibition! Their mobile museum is
rolling with a variety of rotating
exhibits to bring a few hours of
play to you and your kiddos!

Henry the Juggler! Thursday
March 28th @1 p.m.

You will be left completely
amazed as you watch Henry
the juggler juggle his CLUBS,
RINGS, TORCHES and
MORE! Caution: Henry is
known to use innocent bystand-
ers in his act!

Mike Bent's AbraKIDabra Show!
Friday March 29th @1 p.m.

Join us for an exciting and fun
comedy magic show developed
for kids and families! AbraKi-
dabra!™ combines amazing
magic, big laughs, audience par-
ticipation and hilarious surprises
for a one-of-a-kind, interactive
experience!

Egg Hunt on the Library Lawn!
Saturday March 30th @10:30 a.m.

The Library is so excited to
partner with Dean College for

a glant egg hunt on the library
lawn and Dean College grove!
Bring your own basket, and enjoy
crafts and activities!

Special Events for Adults

Adult Take & Makes: Lucky
Leprechaun Hat! Available Friday,
March 1st

Starting Friday, March Ist
stop by the library to pick up your
very own Lucky Leprechaun Hat
kit! SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED!
*LIMIT 1 PER PERSON*

Introduction to Vegetable
Gardening, March 2nd @ 1 p.m.
Join Ali Coakley of Night Owl
Farm for a class designed for the
absolute beginner, but all are wel-
come in this foundational course.

Healthy Soil for Healthy Plants,
Tuesday March 5th @ 7 p.m.
Hosted by Franklin Public Li-
brary & Franklin Garden Club.
Join Donald Demers of Bux-

ton Hollow Farm to discuss Soil
Health.

Adult Paint Party! Saturday March
9th@ 1 p.m.

Join local instructor Denise
Palmieri for this step-by-step
paint party adults! All materi-
als provided.18+. REGISTRA-
TION REQUIRED!

Special Events for All Ages

Irish in America Concert, Saturday,
March 16th @ 3 p.m.

A musical journey celebrating
the ‘Irish in America’ for all ages!
Supported in part by a grant
from the Franklin Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency supported by
the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Bringing the Stars Indoors,
Thursday March 2st1 @ 6:30 PM

Explore the stars in comfort
without the light pollution and
travel! This presentation will ex-
plore Stellarium; an open source
project showing a realistic sky in
3 dimensions. We'll be distribut-
ing glasses for the solar eclipse on
April 8th at this event!

Franklin Library Book
Sale

Friday, March 15th, 1-5 p.m.
Saturday, March 16th, 9 a.m. to
Noon

All books $1.

Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Saturday,
March 16th, from 1-4p.m.
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Cinema 80 Brings Big Screen
Treats to Franklin Museum

With well over a century of
film history around the world,
it 1s safe to say that most people
alive today have missed some of
the great cinema experiences of
the past.

With that in mind, two local
film buffs have teamed up with
the Franklin Historical Museum
and Franklin Senior Center
to make comedy, drama and
documentary films of the past
available and accessible. Chris
Leverone is a videographer, 3D
graphic artist, and producer at
Franklin TV. He received a BFA
in film studies from MassArt,
and has directed promotional
and fundraising videos. Will Lee,
a history educator and graduate
student at the Fletcher School
of Law & Diplomacy at Tufts
University, loves film and espe-
cially appreciates showcasing the
global perspectives provided by

cinemaoa

films created beyond Hollywood.

“Films tell us a lot about the
world of the past and the pres-
ent. I am currently especially
interested in the huge body of
work created in the silent film era
that is often stunningly creative
and relevant to us today,” said
Leverone. In fact, often the lim-
its imposed by being silent, made
for more insightful and imagina-
tive storytelling,” he said.

“Films created historically, be-
yond Hollywood, vary widely in
the topics they cover and in their
structure,” noted Lee. “Some
were and are structured in un-
usual ways or highlight people
and experiences rarely looked at
by American films,” Lee added.

What makes them interesting
for “Cinema 80,” which is a pro-
gram of the Historical Museum,
is they can tell us so much about
the past as experienced here in
Franklin and elsewhere, they
agreed.

‘And the comedy films,
whether from the Silent Era, or
from other parts of the world, are
really funny, even today, and the
feature and documentary films
are likewise really engaging, and
entertaining,” Leverone added.

Voices United
Chorus to Present
Third Annual Spring
Concert

Voices United Chorus, a barbershop a cappella chorus based
in Walpole Mass., is thrilled to announce their highly anticipated
Annual Spring Concert, scheduled to take place on March 9 at 2
p-m. at the Hopedale Jr.- Sr.- High School.

Voices United, known for their dedication to delivering excep-
tional vocal performances and their guiding principle that “Every
Voice Matters,” has curated a program that showcases a diverse
range of musical genres sung, ensuring a delightful experience
for all attendees.

Adding to the excitement, Voices United is proud to welcome
the acclaimed Smoke Ring Quartet as special guests for the eve-
ning.

About Voices United: Voices United provides a welcoming, fun,
and high-quality a cappella singing experience. Under the direc-
tion of Elyssa Hurley and Chad Putka, Voices United is the current
2023 Northeastern District Second Place Chorus. Everything they
do is motivated by the love of music, love of others, and love of self.
For sponsorship opportunities or further information, please visit:
https:/ /bit.ly/vuadguide2024

Real Ectate Corner

508-330-4234
emason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for aggressive
representation and Eileen
came through selling our
home in 4 days, above asking
price. Couldn’t ask fora
better agent!”
~Paul L.

11 East Street
Franklin $800,000

Y -

COMMERCIAL

It takes; more than luck to, sell) your: house.
Ik takes; experiencel

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.

5Madison Avenue
Franklin

Eileen Mason

26 Russet Hill Road
Franklin

Susan Morrison

229 Daniels Road

Eileen Mason

R E/ M AX Executive Realty

= 308 West Centrall Street, Franklin, MA 02038 | 508-520-2696

Susan Morrison

Franklin Franklin

33 Tucker Road
7 Norfolk

Eileen Mason

71 Conlyn Avene

Susan Morrison
617-686-8178
susan.morrison1@comcast.net

“If you are looking for a real
estate expert, with excellent
interpersonal skills, who is
hardworking, has the best
business connections in the
area, and truly cares about her
clients, don't hesitate,

8 Rolling Ridge Road
Franklin

e

Susan Morrison

call Susan!”
~Amber

Susan Morrison
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Real Ectate Corner

Jim Hanewich

NMLS #: 23315

Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com

www.jimhanewich.com

Banks

OFFICE

WE'VE MOVED! VISIT OUR NEW WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE

Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer,

FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next

door to Cafe Assisi!

@ Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Member DIF. NMLS #525575

January 2024 Property Sales Increase in Norfolk County

Norfolk County Register of
Deeds William P. O’Donnell re-
ports that Norfolk County record-
ings in January 2024 show a slight
increase in the total number of
documents recorded, which also
includes an increase in property
sales compared to January 2023
recordings. This slight increase in
property sales may indicate that
some buyers have an optimis-
tic outlook on mortgage interest
rates.

The Registry of Deeds re-
corded 7,529 documents in Janu-
ary 2024. This was 1% more
than in January 2023 and a 6%
decrease compared to December
2023.

“It s too early to draw any de-
finitive conclusions, but it is good
to see a positive start to 2024, and
it is worth noting that the real
estate market in Norfolk County
seems to be holding steady. These
trends will need to be monitored
in the coming months to deter-
mine if they are a sign of a larger
trend or simply a temporary fluc-
tuation,” stated Norfolk County
Register of Deeds William P.
O’Donnell.

The total number of deeds re-
corded for January 2024, which
reflects both commercial and
residential real estate sales and
transfers, was 1,125, up 9% from
January 2023 and down 9% from
December of last month.

The average sale price of
commercial and residential prop-
erties for January 2024 rose to
$1,0153,999, a 19% increase com-
pared to January 2023 and an
increase of 16% from December
2023. The total dollar volume
of commercial and residential
sales 1 up, increasing 21% from
last year but down 12% from last
month.

Tor the month of January,
lending activity overall showed
the smallest decline in months,

with a total of 957 mortgages
recorded, down only 4% from
January of last year and 15% less
than last month.

The Norfolk County Regis-
try of Deeds continues to closely
monitor the foreclosure market.
In January 2024, there were 11
foreclosure deeds recorded as a
result of mortgage foreclosures
taking place in Norfolk County,
whereas in January 2023, there
were 9 recorded. The total num-
ber of notices to foreclose, the
first step in the foreclosure pro-
cess, increased from last year,
going from 30 notices in January
2023 to 36 in January 2024.

Tor the past several years,
the Norfolk County Registry
of Deeds has partnered with
Quincy Community Action Pro-
grams (617-479-8181 x376) and
NeighborWorks Housing So-
lutions (617-770-2227) to help
anyone facing challenges paying
their mortgage. Another option
for homeowners is to contact the
Massachusetts Attorney Gen-
eral’s Consumer Advocacy and
Response Division (CARD) at
617-727-8400.

O’Donnell concluded, “It is
good to see that January 2024
has started out on a positive tra-
jectory for the real estate market
in Norfolk County. We will need
to wait and see if this trend con-
tinues in the coming months, but
it is certainly a promising start.”

To learn more about these and
other Registry of Deeds events
and initiatives, “like” us on Face-
book at facebook.com/norfolk-
deeds. Tollow us on Twitter and
Instagram at @norfolkdeeds.

The Norfolk County Registry
of Deeds, located at 649 High St.,
Dedham, is the principal office for
real property in Norfolk County.
The Registry is a resource for
homeowners, title examiners,
mortgage lenders, municipalities,
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and others with a need for secure,
accurate, and accessible land
record information. All land re-
cord research information can be

found on the Registry’s website,
www.norfolkdeeds.org. Residents
in need of assistance can contact

the Registry of Deeds Customer

Service Center at (781) 461-6101
or email us at registerodonnell@
norfolkdeeds.org,

Winter Weather Advisory: Check CO
Alarms and Keep Vents Clear of Snow

State Fire Marshal Jon M.
Davine 1s reminding residents to
test their carbon monoxide (CO)
alarms and keep dryer, furnace,
and other exhaust vents clear of
SNOW.

“Carbon monoxide is a lead-
ing cause of fatal poisoning, and
home heating equipment is the
primary source of carbon mon-
oxide in the home,” State Fire
Marshal Davine said. “As part of
your storm planning, check your
CO alarms to be sure they’re
working properly, and if an alarm
1s past the manufacturer’s recom-
mended lifespan, replace it.”

Residents should also be sure
to keep outside vents clear of fall-
ing, drifting, or shoveled snow. In
January 2005, 7-year-old Nicole
Garofalo died when a heating
vent was blocked by snow drifts

outside, allowing carbon mon-
oxide to accumulate inside her
Plymouth home. This tragedy
led to Nicole’s Law, which re-
quires CO alarms on every hab-
itable level of a Massachusetts
residence.

“Fuel-fired heating appliances
like dryers, furnaces, boilers, and
fireplaces are all sources of car-
bon monoxide,” State Fire Mar-
shal Davine said. “If the vent or
flue 1s blocked, this poisonous gas
can reach deadly levels inside the
home. Know where the vents on
your home are, be sure to clear
them when shoveling, and be
careful not to blow snow onto
them if using a snowblower.”

Massachusetts fire depart-
ments detected nearly CO at
nearly 5,000 incidents in 2022,
officials said, and 90% of these

calls were at residential settings.
The poison gas can cause head-
ache, fatigue, dizziness, and/or
nausea at lower concentrations
and death at higher concentra-
tions. Exposure while asleep is
particularly dangerous. Children,
older adults, and people with
lung or heart disease are espe-
cially vulnerable.

“We can’t see, smell, or taste
carbon monoxide, but we can de-
tect it with working CO alarms,”
State Fire Marshal Davine said.
“If your alarm sounds, get out-
side and call 9-1-1.”

For more information on car-
bon monoxide and CO alarms,
visit https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/smoke-and-carbon-
monoxide-alarms .



March 2024 Find us on Facebook | Franklin Town News Page 27

\ 4

gawmm%%m%

Cxpenience. Sewice. Tuigh.

l s Y it 5 il SRRl
B TS ‘o .y )
: ' et et | _EL...';,;"-;'-"_:"‘T._v P s
i 15 Tlmberlane 5 Palomino
COMING SOON' 355 Pond St., Uxbridge

i i

YOUR OWN LAKEAND LUXURY HOME ON 2 PARCELS OF 56 ACRES'

May your troubles be less and your blessings be more.
And nothing but happiness come through your door.

Lorraine Kuney 508-380-9938

lorrainekuney@gmail.com
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”
#1 Market Share In Franklin 2023
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WHAT’S AT THE END OF YOUR RAINBOW?
BUYING OR SELLING A HOME REQUIRES MORE THAN
JUST GOOD LUCK!

TAMMY CAN GUIDE YOU TO YOUR POT OF GOLD!

4 Bedford Rd. 22 Mary Ellen In.
Franklin, MA
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