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Jigsaw Puzzlemania!
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Jlgsaw puzzles are a great source of entertamment for all ages and has numerous benefits to one's bram

Story and photos
by Debra Dingman

DIXON, CA (MPG) - “T didn’t
used to like doing jig-
saw puzzles,” said RK
(Roberta) Van Every of
Dixon. “I thought it was a
huge waste of time.”

Now, she and husband,
Greig Van Every, both in
their senior years, do sev-
eral puzzles a week after
learning about the many
benefits for their brains.

Greig Van Every esti-
mates that they have done
300 puzzles in the last
three years.

They will take a day or
two to finish one but, on
some nights, they might
work a 300-piece puzzle
entirely.

“When I was a kid,
we had a bunch of them
in the garage,” said

Greig Van Every, who
had brain surgery a few
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In one study, elderly people who did puzzles regularly had
brain scans comparable to 25 year olds.

years ago. The couple
said that puzzles require

critical thinking and cre-
ativity to find solutions that
strengthen problem-solv-
ing skills.

On a UK site called
“Rest in Pieces,” it was
reported that those who do
jigsaw and crossword puz-
zles have longer life spans
with less chances of devel-
oping Alzheimer’s disease,
memory loss or demen-
tia. Puzzles stimulate the
brain and wards off the
plaque that is the marker of
Alzheimer’s, according to
a recent study published in
the Archives of Neurology.
That study compared
brain scans of 75-year-
olds to 25-year-olds. The
elderly people who regu-
larly did puzzles had brain
scans comparable to the
25-year-olds.

“It does keep your mind

Continued on page 4

Council Supports Residential Parking

0

DIXON, CA (MPG) - During the April 1
meeting, Dixon City Council consid-
ered an amendment to Village 13 of
the Homestead housing development,
which is part of the Weyand Ranch
tentative map and development plan.

Village 13 is located at the north-
east corner of Homestead Way
and Evans Road, and the original
approved plan was to develop 58
alley-loaded, single-family lots.

While other areas of the
Homestead are growing quickly,
however, Village 13 has not seen
much interest from developers. The
project applicant is requesting mod-
ifications to improve Village 13’s
marketability by switching from
alley-loaded lots to 58 conventional
front-loaded, single-family residen-
tial lots.

The amendment would elimi-
nate the alleys and increase the size
of each lot. The smallest lots would
change from 4,320 square feet to
5,165 square feet and the largest lots
would increase from 7,839 square

By Shaunna Boyd

=

Residents say that school employees
are taking up all the street parking
instead of using the staff parking lots
provided by the school.

feet to 11,210 square feet. To accom-
modate the larger residential lots, a
reduction in common open space in
Village 13 would be needed, from
0.93 acres to 0.89 acres.

These changes would bring Village
13 more in line with the other
Homestead villages.

East 4th Street

“It actually seems like a reason-
able request and the new lot sizes are
“more common sense,” said Dixon
Vice-Mayor Thom Bogue.

Councilmember Kevin Johnson
said he is not a fan of the alley style,
so “this is an improvement.” He said
that this change will increase devel-
opment interest.

City Council voted unanimously to
approve the Village 13 amendments.

The council then discussed park-
ing concerns on North 4th Street
between East A Street and East C.
Street. Many of the homes there have
very small driveways or no driveway
at all, so residents have to park on the
street. However, directly across the
street is John Knight Middle School,
and residents say that school employ-
ees are taking up all the street parking
instead of using the staff parking lots
provided by the school.

Dixon City Manager Jim Lindley
said that the issue was brought to
the school administration, which in
turn reminded employees to use the
assigned lots, but residents say the

Continued on page 4

Nine City
Commission

Vacancies
to be Filled

City of Dixon
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The City
of Dixon is accepting
applications for the fol-
lowing vacancies on a City
Commission:

Two vacan -
cies on the Parks and
Recreation Commission.
Commissioners serve
two-year terms, with a
maximum of three con-
secutive terms. However,
these vacancies will fill
unexpired terms through
June 30, 2026. A sti-
pend of $75 per meeting
attended is paid to each
Commissioner.

The city of Dixon is
accepting applications
for one student represen-
tative and one alternate
student representative on
the Parks and Recreation
Commission. The stu-
dent representative must
be in their senior year of
high school, and the alter-
nate student representative
must be in his or her junior
year of high school. The
student representative is
expected to attend all Parks
& Recreation Commission
meetings. The alternate
student representative will
fill in for the student repre-
sentative when the student
representative is unable to
attend commission meet-
ings. It is expected that the
alternate student represen-
tative will apply to become
the student representative
the following school year.
The term to be served is
through June 30, 2026.

The Parks and
Recreation Commission
is an advisory body to the
City Council on matters
pertaining to recreation
and parks facilities. The
Commission meets at 7
p.m. on the fourth Tuesday
of every month. City resi-
dency is required.

Interested Dixon res-
idents may obtain an
application at City Hall,
600 E. A St., by calling

707-678-7000, or by vis-
iting the City’s website
at cityofdixonca.gov. The
deadline for filing appli-
cations is 5 p.m., Friday,
March 28. *
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By Debra Dingman

Dixon is growing beyond my wildest
imagination and I’m afraid there is little
that we can do but to hang on tight to the
kindness we call Dixon charm.

Our governor has a huge problem of
homelessness that he has been trying to
fix and therefore any and all building has
a green light. Developers have gone crazy
with buying up land, literally hundreds of
acres all around us, and creating plans to
develop it while restrictions and require-
ments are down. Now, new subdivisions
are on their way while others are being
considered.

If you’ve lived in Dixon many years and
enjoyed raising a family where all the streets
were not over 25 mph, the best thing you
can do to manage your anxiety is to go to
the presentations and see what affects might
be to you directly. Like traffic. Or schools.
Or commercial development nearby.

You might remember the limited growth
initiative (Measure B) that Dixon voters
approved in 1986. But in 2024, the city
was required to eliminate that measure in
order to get the housing element certified,
due to law SB 330, which didn’t allow a
city or county to have any ordinance limit-
ing the development of housing.

It seemed to hold for a while but that
could have been our imaginations as we
entered a recession and no one was buying
or building anything, anyway. Then, there
was COVID... and now there is homeless-
ness. But that was all yesterday, and Dixon
has been “discovered.” Here are the newest
developments on our horizon:

The Campus aka Dixon Venture, LLC,
was approved at the March 18 City
Council meeting for a mixed-use devel-
opment across from the Campbell Soup
factory. The plans are for approximately
257 acres of undeveloped farmland west
of Pedrick Road and the project would
construct up to 1,041 residential units in
villages of various density, as well as a

Llfe S too

Dixon Opportunity Center for warehouses,
offices and other commercial uses. Parks,
paseos and green spaces would intercon-
nect the site with the intention of creating
a walkable neighborhood where residents
both live and work.

Harvest at Dixon is being developed by
LJP Dixon Development LLC, a partner-
ship by the Lewis Group of Companies
plus Jens and Poul Karlshoej. It is a
phased, comprehensive master-planned
community consisting of approximately
240 acres of low density residential
(LDR), 295 acres of medium density res-
idential (MDR), 50 acres of mixed-use
development, 16 acres for public facilities
(including a proposed elementary school
site and a separate site for a community
serving use such as a preschool, day care
or church site that could serve similar pur-
poses) and 140 acres of common parks,
drainage basins and open space.

Lewis is the same developer for
Independence, the rental homes located
on Highway 113/N. First Street next to the
Rotten Robbie gas station.

Another development is “Blu,” which
was introduced last week at the fairgrounds
and is comprised of 358.86 acres at the
intersection of Pedrick Road and East A
Street. The plans are for 1,750 homes. Its
email is livebludixon@havenca.com.

It was touted as “Dixon’s future
Lakefront community, a proposed mas-
ter-planned development” on a flier
distributed around town. About 90 peo-
ple were at the meeting ready with lots of
questions and concerns. The meeting was
contentious.

So much of this sounds similar to the
way that California Forever on Highway
12 was brought forth. Maybe it is a trend
for developers to introduce their ideas to
the public before going through the tra-
ditional routes with the city, county or
state. What I wonder more is how new,
expensive homes reduce or prevent home-
lessness. *

(Formerly Super 8)

Harvest Inn

Serving our Dixon community.
Great customized rates to meet your needs.

HARVEST
INN

2500 Plaza Court
Dixon 95620

Fam|I|es, Students, Work crews, Truckers & Tourlsts are all welcome!

 Ysur famdly bibe shop since 1976"

FULL SEHVICE BIKE $HOP

Professional
Affordable Repairs

FAST SERVICE!

Tuesday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM « Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

539 N. Adams St., Dixon « 707.678.4330

fiskscyclery.com

Dixon News Briefs

With Easter fast approachlng on Apr|| 20, several organlzatlons are hostlng hollday -related

events. These events include Blossom and Bee’s (160 W. A St.) Easter Market at 11 a.m. on April
19 and the inaugural Dixon Egg-stravaganza at 9:30 a.m. April 19. On April 20, Cornerstone
Baptist Church (185 W. Cherry St.) and St. Peter’s Catholic Church (105 S. Second St.) are
hosting special Easter Sunday services. Photo by Nicolas Brown

By MPG Staff

Take Back Day

Dixon Police Department, 201 W. A
St. is participating in Drug Enforcement
Administration’s (DEA) National Take
Back Day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April
26. The annual holiday reflects the DEA
and City of Dixon’s commitment to public
safety and health with the goal of avoid-
ing medication misuse. Those interested
can stop by the Dixon Police Department
on April 26 to drop off unneeded medica-
tion (prescription or otherwise) for safe
disposal.

For more information, visit dea.gov/
takebackday or call 707-678-7070.

Volunteer Day at Hall Park

The City of Dixon is offering a volun-
teer opportunity from 9 a.m. to noon on
April 12. Hosted at Hall Park Barbecue
area 2, 450 Hall Park Drive, participants
will spread bark in the playground areas to
ensure safety.

For more information or to volunteer,
visit cityofdixonca.gov/volunteerdaysig-
nup or call 707-673-2224.

Toastmaster Speech Contest

The Division West International Speech
and Tall Tales Contest is a Toastmasters
tradition that will continue from 1 to 5
p-m. on April 12. Held at Living Hope
Church, 410 Gateway Drive, the event
offers speakers the opportunity to improve
their abilities and observe the benefits of
speechcraft first-hand. Each year, the title
of “World Champion of Public Speaking”
is awarded in recognition of these pursuits.

For more information, visit district39.
org/events.

American Legion Post 208

Dinner and Fundraiser

American Legion Post 208 is hosting its
Annual Fundraiser Dinner and Raffle from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on April 12. For $30 per
person, or $220 for a table of eight, guests
will be served a tri-tip or chicken dinner
with sides and dessert at 6 p.m. A no-host
bar will also be at the event, opening at 4
p-m. Tickets can be purchased in person at
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.

For more information, visit dixoncham-
ber.org.

Dixon Egg-stravaganza

Christina and James LaPorte of Nomad
and Co. Event Planning are hosting the
inaugural Dixon Eggstravaganza from
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. on April 19. This free
event will take place in Northwest Park,
located near West H St. and Parkgreen
Drive. Attendees can expect over 3000
filled eggs to hunt down. All guests will
be automatically entered in a raffle to win
a balloon display, worth $1500. The egg
hunt will begin at 10 a.m. and be held in
grass areas 1 and 2.

For more information, visit the Dixon
Calendar and Events Facebook Page.

Dixon Senior Club Indoor
Garage Sale

The Dixon Senior Citizens Club, 201 S.
Fifth St., is sponsoring an indoor garage
sale from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on April 26.
Any seniors interested can rent a table,
either a half table for $5 or an entire table
for $10. Space is limited, so items sold
must fit within the designated table area.
Leftover merchandise must be taken

home, and all participants are responsi-
ble for their own items, area and money.
Tables must be reserved by April 18.

For more information,
916-390-3484.

Rohwer Insurance
Agency Mixer

Rohwer Insurance Agency, 275 N. First
St. is hosting a joint mixer with the Dixon
Chamber of Commerce from 5:30 to 7
p-m. on April 23. This free event offers
a beer and wine no-host bar and raffle
prizes.

For more information, visit dixoncham-
ber.org or call 707-678-2650.

Solano-Yolo Rugby Club
Final Home Game

The Solano-Yolo Rugby Club has a
game at 1 p.m. on April 12. The free
match will see the Solo Rugby Falcons
against the Redding Rugby Football Club.
The game will be played in Hall Park, 450
Hall Park Drive, at the south end next to
the soccer field and dog park. This will be
the club’s final home game.

For more information, visit the Solano-
Yolo Rugby Club Facebook page or call
916-761-3467.

Teen Earth Day with
Sustainable Solano

Dixon Library, 230 N. First St. is host-
ing a Teen Earth Day Celebration from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on April 16. The event,
sponsored by Sustainable Solano, aims to
educate teens and tweens between 10 and
18 on Earth Day and how to live sustain-
ably. Sustainable Solano is also offering
free gifts to attendees. Online registration
is available but not required to attend.

For more information or to register, visit
solanolibrary.com or call 1-866-572-7587.

Solano Mobility Survey

The Solano County Transportation
Authority is partnering with the City of
Dixon to implement a community-based
transportation plan. The project team is
analyzing existing transportation services,
local and countywide demographics and
regional plans to identify transportation
trends, challenges and opportunities. This
team is looking for input from citizens.
A series of outreach events will be held
around town, giving citizens the opportu-
nity to discuss their transportation needs
and challenges.

Locations and dates include the Dixon
Library (230 N. First St.) on April 24,
Grocery Outlet (2400 N. First St.) on
May 2 and the Dixon May Fair (655 S.
First St.) from May 8 to May 11. The final
event will be at the Dixon Senior Center
(201 S. Fifth St.) on May 13.

For more information, call 800-
535-6883 or visit solanomobility.org/
dixoncbtp.

call

Blossom and Bee

Easter Market

Blossom and Bee Dixon, 160 W. A St.
is hosting an Easter Market from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on April 19. The free event will
offer attendees a festive atmosphere, with
access to local artisans, food, live music
and a visit from the Easter Bunny. The
first 50 children in attendance will receive
free Easter Baskets.

For more information, visit the Blossom
and Bee Dixon Facebook Page or contact
blossomandbeedixon@gmail.com *

Dixon Member Needed for Bicycle
Advisory Committee

City of Dixon News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The Solano Transportation
Authority Bicycle Advisory Committee has
an open position to represent the City of
Dixon (member-at-large).

The Solano Transportation Authority
Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC)
advises the Solano Transportation Authority
on the development of bicycle facilities as
an active mode of transportation in Solano
County.

The Bicycle Advisory Committee is
responsible for making funding recom-
mendations for Solano countywide bicycle
projects and participates in the development

and review of comprehensive bicycle plans.

Representatives for the cities and the
county are required to be residents of those
jurisdictions. Member-at-large positions are
required to be residents of Solano County.
Appointments are for a three-year term and
are voluntary.

The Bicycle Advisory Committee gener-
ally meets on the first Thursday of each odd
month.

For more information, contact Dulce
Jimenez, assistant planner, at djimenez@
sta.ca.gov.

To apply, fill out an online application at
sta.ca.gov/work-with-sta/citizen and email
to djimenez@sta.ca.gov. *
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Cristian Arriaga Firefighter  Vicki Ruiz Honored as Ruby Awardee
of the Year RO B
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Cristian Arriaga (left) of the Dixon Fire Cristian Arriaga’s contributions also received

Department was recognized as the first special recognition from Lois Cross, 2004
Firefighter of the Year at Celebrate Dixon on Citizen of the Year and representative for state
March 8. He was honored by Mayor Steve Bird Senator Christopher Cabaldon.

for his dedication to public service.

Story by Kendall Brown
and photos by Nicolas Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Cristian Arriaga, for-
merly of the Dixon Fire Department,
was recognized as the first Firefighter
of the Year at Celebrate Dixon on
March 8. Arriaga was recognized for
his dedication and service to the com-
munity, earning him this honor.

Arriaga, a Dixon native, began
his journey in the fire service as a
reserve firefighter with the Dixon Fire
Department in 2018, where he quickly
became known by his peers for his
outgoing personality and unwavering
dedication to excellence and public
service.

Reserve firefighters are volunteers
with many of the same responsibil-
ities as career firefighters, including
firefighting, rescue and prevention,
as well as equipment operation and
maintenance to protect the lives and
property of citizens. Eligibility for
volunteer service requires basic fire
training and Emergency Medical
Service (EMS) certification. Arriaga’s
eagerness to serve and grow in the
department led him to take on numer-
ous additional responsibilities, often
volunteering for various department
initiatives and public outreach.

Arriaga’s commitment to the com-
munity and the fire service earned
him the Allan F. Benefield Award in
2020, recognizing his significant con-
tributions to public safety through his

service and volunteer work. The award
is in remembrance of Benefield, a for-
mer Dixon fire marshall known for his
years of community outreach and pub-
lic service.

Arriaga transitioned into a career
firefighting role in early 2021, where
his dedication deepened. In 2022,
Arriaga was awarded the Cody
Robben Life Saving Memorial Award
among several of his peers. The
award, in remembrance of James
“Cody” Robbens, recognizes the
efforts of those who have brought
someone back to life when clinically
considered deceased.

Interested in learning and grow-
ing alongside his compatriots, Arriaga
consistently supported new department
members with their needs. Arriaga
lives in Dixon, where his involvement
with community events and fostering
friendships remains present.

According to the Dixon Fire
Department’s mission statement, the
organization aims to provide quality
and reliable service to the commu-
nity through leadership, education
and training. Members are expected to
show dedication, integrity and a read-
iness to ensure the safety of citizens.
Although no longer an employee of
the Dixon Fire Department, Arriaga’s
contributions and commitment match
the organization’s core values. For
these reasons, Arriaga has been rec-
ognized as the 2024 Firefighter of
the Year. *

Soroptimist
International of Dixon
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Vicki Ruiz
grew up in Dixon, where her
family has been involved in
farming since the 1940s.

With a lifelong pas-
sion for art, she earned her
BA in commercial art from
California State University,
Sacramento in 1973. While
still a student, Ruiz was
hired by Quentin Larson to
work at the Dixon Tribune,
where she spent eight years
progressing from paste
and layout to production
manager.

During that time, Ruiz
was asked to design the
Centennial logo for the
Dixon May Fair. Later, she
created a logo for her sister
Becky’s shop, B’s Gallery.

In 1981, when Larson
opened The Printing Shop,
he brought Ruiz on board
and she continued her work
there for some 44 years.

Ruiz reflects on some
career highlights during
her sons’ high school years
being involved with the
Dixon High School Sober
grad committee and help-
ing to make their graduation
night a special celebration.
She assisted the Dixon High
Quarterback club with their
football program design,
printing and securing
advertising.

“Working in The Printing
Shop, I had the pleasure of
working with all kinds of
local businesses and custom-
ers with all their projects. I
maintain close relationships

Vicki Ruiz, left, was honored by Mary Lou Batchelor and
Soroptimist International of Dixon by being awarded the
Soroptimist International Ruby Award. This award honors
non-Soroptimist women making extraordinary efforts on
behalf of other women. Photo courtesy of Soroptimist International of

Dixon

with several women busi-
ness owners in Dixon
including Jill Orr, Rebecca
Robinson and Melissa
Taylor, Dana Martin and
Courtney Martin, owners of
Dixon Florist,” said Ruiz,

Ruiz also noted, regard-
ing the Soroptimist Club of
Dixon, “I cannot count how
many programs, posters and
events [ have assisted mem-
bers with over the past 40
years,” to which the room
was full of sweet chuckles
and smiles in agreement.

In her spare time, Ruiz
cherishes moments with
her family, including her

husband, Al, and their sons,
Sean and Keith.

Ruiz is dedicating her
$250 award to the Teen
Center in Dixon, reflecting
her ongoing support for the
youth in her community.

The Soroptimist
International Ruby Award
honors non-Soroptimist
women who are mak-
ing extraordinary efforts
on behalf of other women,
giving the club the oppor-
tunity to say, “thank you.”
The recipient is honored and
chooses a nonprofit organi-
zation to receive a donation
in her name. *

CORRECTION

The April 4 front-page “Greenbelt Maintains Authority” story should have stated
that Gary Archer brokered the purchase of the Dixon Greenbelt land through an
organization called the Copley Group out of Boston. He did not own the land. We

apologize for the mistake.
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Dave Rasey
Dear Dave,

My wife and I are go-
ing through a divorce, and
she just had our first child.
Under the circumstances, |
feel it’s my responsibility to
take care of her for a while
longer, and to put her and
our son in a safe, new ve-
hicle. She’s driving a 2002
Chevy Prizm right now
with lots of miles on it. I’'m
afraid any kind of accident
could result in a disaster.
Do you think I should buy
her a bigger, safer new car?

—Ewan
Dear Ewan,

God bless you both. And
that little boy. I’'m truly
sorry you’re going through
a mess like this, and I ap-
preciate your attitude and
concern about things.
Divorce carries a lot of
emotional stress and wor-
ry for everyone involved,
but honestly? I don’t think
buying her a new car will
solve anything.

My guess is the truth
of the matter is this: The
whole situation is break-
ing your heart, and you’re
worried sick about your
son. This is 100% natu-
ral, buddy, and it means

Dave Ramsey Suys

He's Going to Need
You in His Life

you love that little baby
with all your heart. But if
it were me, I’d find a lit-
tle bit larger used car—a
good, reliable one—that
either one of you, or both
of you combined, can pay
for with cash. No pay-
ments, no leases.

But Ewan, here’s the
important thing. Spend
every second you can get
hugging and loving on that
little boy. And let his mom
know you want to be part
of his life as much as pos-
sible. He’s going to need
his daddy around.

— Dave

It's Not About
Greed, it's About
Doing Good

Dear Dave,

On your show, you’re al-
ways talking about accumu-
lating piles of cash. I’ve gone
to church my entire life, and
I know for a fact the Bible
says not to lay up treasures
on earth. Doesn’t that mean
we shouldn’t be greedy or
accumulate wealth?

— Lawrence
Dear Lawrence,

The Bible also says in
Proverbs that in the house
of the wise there are stores
of choice food and oil. I ap-

preciate your concern, but
when 1 talk about “piles of
cash,” my frame of refer-
ence is that we’re to handle
our money and other pos-
sessions for good and for
God. It’s not about greed,
or to show off or to use it
just to buy bigger and better
things for ourselves.

If you look back through
scripture, you’ll find many
of the Bible’s major char-
acters were wealthy people,
who understood they were
not the owners of the mon-
ey and wealth. They under-
stood God owned it all, and
their job was to manage it
all properly for God’s glory.

But here’s the thing. You
can’t do good if you don’t
have the resources to do
good.

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is an
eight-time national best-
selling author, personal
finance expert and host
of The Ramsey Show. He
has appeared on Good
Morning  America, CBS
This Morning, Today, Fox
News, CNN, Fox Business
and many more. Since
1992, Dave has helped
people take control of
their money, build wealth
and enhance their lives.
He also serves as CEO for
Ramsey Solutions. *

In California’s Capitol, Some Political
Fights Span Decades

CALMatters.org

Were we able to transport
ourselves back in time 50
years and into California’s
Capitol, we would find a
governor seeking and enjoy-
ing massive attention by
national political media as
he eyes some greater office.
We’d also find a Legislature
dealing with conflicts among
influential interests with
heavy financial impacts.

In other words, the
Capitol’s dynamics in 1975
were pretty much what they
are today.

The resemblance even
extends to specific issues.
For instance, then-Gov.
Jerry Brown was touting a
“peripheral canal” in 1975
to carry water around the
Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta. Gavin Newsom was
seven years old then, but
now as governor is waging
the same campaign for a tun-
nel to do the same thing and
is facing the same opposition.

Other conflicts that
confronted Brown and legis-
lators a half-century ago can
be found again among the
hundreds of bills introduced
so far in the 2025 legislative
session.

On Tuesday, for instance,
the Senate Judiciary
Committee took up Senate
Bill 29, a measure that would
extend indefinitely the ability
of survivors of people who
died as a result of medical
malpractice to sue for “pain,

suffering, or disfigurement.”
During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Legislature
provided a temporary win-
dow for such suits because
the court system was in pan-
demic-induced turmoil.

Insurers and other oppo-
nents of the measure contend
that it violates a 2022 com-
promise on the limits of
malpractice damages, a
deal that seemingly ended a
47-year-long political bat-
tle that began when Brown
signed the Medical Injury
Compensation Reform Act
in 1975.

A half-century ago, doctors
and other health care provid-
ers were also skirmishing
over “scope of practice,” the
body of state law that defines
in great detail which medi-
cal professionals can perform
which procedures on which
parts of the human body.

The hardest-fought battle
pitted orthopedic surgeons
against podiatrists over the
legal right to perform ankle
surgery, and it raged for years
until the latter prevailed. Ever
since, there have been simi-
lar conflicts too numerous to
list, such as psychologists vs.
psychiatrists over the right
to prescribe drugs, optome-
trists vs. opticians over eye
treatment — and even vet-
erinarians vs. dog groomers
over who could legally brush
a dog’s teeth.

The current version of
this perennial turf battle is
Assembly Bill 876, which
would allow nurse anesthe-
tists to provide their services
more independently — the
latest in a years-long string of
legislative efforts by nurses
to bolster the scope of their
practices.

Soon after becoming
governor, Brown pledged
to reform workers’ com-
pensation, the system that

provides income and med-
ical care to those with
work-related illnesses and
injuries. That effort failed,
but as one of the last acts
of his first governorship,
Brown signed a bill to
increase payments to such
workers by about $3 billion
a year, angering employers
who must provide coverage.

That touched off a pre-
dictable cycle in which a
majority of the workers’
compensation interest groups
would work out some sort of
systemic overhaul once each
decade and get it enacted
over objections of groups left
out of the negotiations.

The last such instance
occurred in 2012 when
Brown, once again governor,
negotiated and signed legis-
lation to raise benefits again,
but impose new rules on eli-
gibility and medical care to
save enough money to pay
for the benefits.

The Capitol is overdue
for another workers’ com-
pensation deal and a newly
introduced measure, Senate
Bill 555, could be the vehi-
cle. It would increase
benefits to workers with
partial but permanent dis-
abilities, which have been
capped at $1,256 a month
for the last decade.

The bill would provide
automatic cost of living
increases and is certain to
draw fire from employers
— another chapter in what
has been one of the Capitol’s
longest running high-dollar
conflicts.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, author-
ing a column four times a
week that offers his view
and analysis of the state’s
political, economic, social
and demographic trends. *

Council Supports Residential
Parking on East 4th Street

Continued from page 1
problem has continued.

“This has been an ongoing problem,”
said Vice-Mayor Bogue.

Bogue explained that the site used to be
the Dixon High School location, prior to
its relocation. Parking was a problem then
as well, so residential parking signs were
installed, which he said was an effective
solution. The signs came down when the
high school was relocated but there were
no parking problems because the site was
vacant. The parking issues returned when
the middle school was established. Bogue
added that there is ample parking available
for school staff, noting that he “always
sees plenty of open spaces” in the park-
ing lot.

During public comment, many residents
of 4th Street shared their frustrations,
explaining that due to school staff tak-
ing up the parking along the street, they
are unable to park near their homes. This
can be even more challenging for those
with medical or mobility issues. With such
limited parking, it is also difficult to have
repairs done on their homes, receive deliv-
eries or have guests visit. They all asked
that residential parking be reinstated along
the street.

One school staff member also spoke in
support of residential parking, saying that
she has urged her co-workers not to park
there but they have argued that it is a pub-
lic street.

The council consensus was that the city
should reinstate the residential parking
zone. City Manager Jim Lindley explained
that staff have so far been unable to locate
any ordinance in the city code that autho-
rized the residential sign removal nor their
initial installation.

Dixon Police Chief Robert Thompson
said that without an official ordinance, the
police department would have no enforce-
ment abilities. If the council did pass an
ordinance, Thompson said, they would
need to consider whether parking per-
mits would be issued to residents, if there
would be an associated cost or expira-
tion date, what fines and penalties would
be imposed and how the parking program
would be administered.

“It’s much more complicated than just
throwing signs up and saying anyone who

lives here is OK. There’s a lot more we
have to do on the back end to facilitate
this,” said Thompson.

Vice-Mayor Bogue said the issue is
the lack of respect for the residents, so it
is necessary to get the residential park-
ing zone reinstated. Regardless of cost
or complications, Bogue said, “it must be
done.”

Mayor Steven Bird said he understands
it will take time for staff to write an ordi-
nance to govern the residential parking
and that it will have to come to the council
as an action item before going into effect.
But in the meantime, Bird suggested tem-
porary signs be put up, even if the signs
can’t yet be enforced.

Councilmember Jim Ernest agreed that
temporary signs could make a difference
in deterring staff parking and the city can
continue to work with the school adminis-
tration to remind employees about where
they should park.

City Council directed staff to immedi-
ately put up temporary residential parking
signs while also beginning the process of
creating an ordinance.

“We’re working on it, folks. We’ll get
there,” said Mayor Bird.

The council also considered amend-
ments to the city’s vehicle code to include
bicycles and electric scooters. Police Chief
Thompson said there have been “a dis-
turbing number” of bicycle and scooter
accidents involving vehicles, some with
significant injuries. In these collisions,
Chief Thompson said, it has almost always
been the fault of the riders, often youth on
their way to school, who are not wearing
helmets or obeying traffic laws.

By updating the vehicle code, the police
department will be able to enforce the laws
and impose fines and penalties, including
seizing and impounding bikes and scoot-
ers being driven recklessly. Thompson
said these measures, along with more pub-
lic outreach and education about the laws,
will help improve safety and reduce the
number of juveniles involved in accidents.

Councilmember Johnson also said that
a clear policy will help improve safety
and City Council voted unanimously to
approve the vehicle code amendments.

The next Dixon City Council meeting is
scheduled for 7 p.m. April 15. *

Jigsaw Puzzlemania!

Continued from page 1
sharp,” RK Van Every
said. “It keeps your mind
active going back and
forth.”

The couple’s sister made
them a puzzle board to
work on that had raised
edges, so pieces won’t
fall off. It sits perfectly on
their coffee table.

“We do it for relaxation,
so we don’t do 500- or
1,000-piece puzzles.
Those are too stressful.
And we have our favorites
(artists/illustrators)” said
RK Van Every.

John Sloan (formerly
Slobodnik) and Charles

Wysocki, who do peace-

RK and Greig Van Every have worked about 300 jigsaw

ful scenes of farmhouses,
old cars, quilts, etc. are
two of the Dixon couple’s
favorites. Both authors
make the couple remem-
ber the charm and culture
of America in older times.

Sloan is also special to
RK Van Every because the
man painted the covers for
her mother’s (Catharine
Smith) best-selling cook-
books that many Dixon
women bought.

“He was just a young
man in the Midwest,” RK
Van Every said about her
mother and she meeting
him in person years ago.
RK Van Every brought out
several puzzles to show
box covers that exude
those peaceful scenes, but
they are among others that
are funny with cats and

puzzles in the last three years.

puzzles that glow in the
dark.

The couple now shares
and trades puzzles with
some friends who have
also taken up “puzzle-ing.”
One set of friends made a
New Year’s Resolution to
do one a week and are log-
ging their successes via a
photo collage. The Van
Everys donated 52 puzzles
to their endeavor.

They also shared their
insights to faster and
smarter ways of working
the puzzles. For exam-
ple, they both like to do
the outer edges first, then
begin to fill in. Greig Van
Every likes finding a line
in the picture such as a
row of fences, telephone
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poles, or wires.

“If it’s too tedious, it’s
not fun,” said RK. While
it may take your mind off
of anything else because
you are focused, frustra-
tion can run high.

Studies show that
puzzles increase the pro-
duction of dopamine,
a chemical that regu-
lates mood, memory and
concentration. That’s inex-
pensive therapy when you
consider that you can pur-
chase used puzzles at
The Friendly Bookworm,
Dixon’s used bookstore,
200 N. First St., next to
the library for $3 to $5.
You can also donate the
puzzles back when you’re
done. *
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The Assassin’s Guide
to Babysitting
by Natalie C. Parker

Who knew babysitting
could be deadly?

When Tru settled in for
an easy night of babysit-
ting, she never expected
it to come deadly and find
herself on the run with a
baby slung to her back.
Tru had learned the art of
hiding in plain sight for
as long as she can remem-
ber, while also learning
how to hide her bastion
talent, which made her
indestructible and incred-
ibly strong. But after her
parents were murdered
and Tru was taken in by
famed assassin and fam-
ily friend Logan, the art
of survival became second
nature. Now, armed with
survival skills she never
thought she'd need, and
a one-year-old she has to
save, Tru is ready to face
the world.

Thirty-one powerful
life lessons from Logan
taught Tru how to survive,
escape, and defend her-
self in any situation, but
she ever expected all those
skills to come into play
on a night of babysitting.
Now out on the lam with a
bubbling one-year-old tied
to her back, Tru is run-
ning for their lives. With
the people she believes
responsible for her par-
ent's deaths now out for
her and baby Thea, every
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NATALIE-C. PARKER

4 Publisher: Candlewick Press
4 Intended Audience:
Young Adult

decision a matter of life
and death.

Luckily, with a few
trustworthy friends on
her side, and a few bags
of groceries and a pack
of diapers, they are armed
and ready. Or so they
thought. Death and trag-
edy still seem to follow
Tru wherever she goes,
as it seems like everyone
close to her is taken away.
And before she knows it,
Tru is the center of a giant
agency scandal. Now Tru
will have to use every skill
she has ever been taught,
while also having to learn
one of the biggest les-
sons of all: when to trust,
and quite possibly when
to love (even if it is at the

order to stay alive.

Adventures in
Babysitting meets Kansas
City in this high-packed
assassin adventure. The
Assassins Guide to
Babysitting is a genuinely
unique, action-packed
story that seamlessly
blends the excitement of
babysitting with the thrill
of an assassin's adventure.

This book is a refresh-
ing, thrilling change in
tempo that will have read-
ers rooting for Tru and
her friends while cele-
brating strong characters
that stand in a class of
their own. Before read-
ers know it, they will be
hooked. Natalie Parker's
unique ability to immerse
her readers into the char-
acters' lives gives Running
for Your Lives a whole
new meaning. Climb,
dash, hide, and go through
Kansas City's famous
landmarks, making this
story the best summer
adventure.

For fans of '80s nos-
talgia, this book is a
beautiful tribute to the
'80s teen comedy film
Adventures in Babysitting,
where just a normal night
of babysitting turns out to
be a high-stakes adven-
ture throughout the streets
of Chicago, making this
a perfect book and movie

step is a gamble, every

most inopportune time) in

pairing. *

Is it Ever Too Late to Talk to God?

BY NORRIS BURKES

During my career as a healthcare chaplain, I
would often feel like I was pastoring a parade.
That’s because, by definition, my chaplain rela-
tionship with patients was a temporary one.

I suppose that’s why I am relieved when a
patient asks if they can call me “Pastor” instead
of “Chaplain.” I hear their request as an invita-
tion to assume the more personal role of their
family pastor.

However, that’s not quite how it started
with a patient I first knew as “Mr. Penny.” |
call him “mister” because that’s how he intro-
duced himself when I entered his hospital room
at Houston Northwest Medical Center in 1992.

I reciprocated his formality by introducing
myself as “Chaplain Burkes.”

At first, I thought he was using titles in rec-
ognition of our age difference. But eventually
it seemed like it was more about him wanting
to distance himself from the three-piece-suited
chaplain who matched his stereotypical idea of
the “preacher.”

Doctors told Penny he had inoperable brain
cancer, but he didn’t want to talk about that.
The balding, bony man just wanted to chat.

During his next several hospitalizations we
talked sports — either the Houston Oilers or my
lunchtime basketball games with local clergy.

For Penny, the greater the emotional distance
we could maintain from reality, the better.

Finally, though, on his last hospitalization,
his nurse summoned me from lunch to tell me
Penny had a favor to ask.

Thinking this sounded like the call to a
deathbed confession, I made a quick exit from
the cafeteria toward the ICU.

I walked into his room to find his wife strok-
ing his fevered head.

“Oh good,” she said. “I’'m glad you’re here
today and not playing basketball.”

“Knee problems,” I said.

“He wants to ask you something.”

I looked at the figure on the bed, twisted
and ghostly. His raspy breathing suggested
he wouldn’t have much strength for this

conversation, so I leaned over the bed and
called to him as if announcing my presence
through a dense fog.

“Mr. Penny, it’s Chaplain Burkes,” I said. “Is
there something you want to ask me?”

He nodded. “Teach me...” he said, his voice
trailing,

He took a fuller breath and added, “Teach me
to pray.”

Confused by his sudden approach to an inti-
mate moment, I searched his wife’s face for
context.

She was chewing on her thumbnail. “He’s
embarrassed.”

“Embarrassed?” I asked.

“He’s afraid he’s being hypocritical to wait
until his death to talk to God,” she added.

I nodded. It’s a common reasoning I hear
from patients.

Jesus summarily dismissed this poor logic in
his conversation with two insurgents occupying
crosses on either side of his.

The first man spent his last hours mocking
Jesus and goading him to use his power to save
everyone.

But the other guy was quite the opposite. He
felt shame for his past life, so he asked Jesus,
“Remember me when you enter your kingdom.”

Jesus swiftly responded. “Today you will be
with me in paradise.”

Instead of disqualifying the dying man for
being hypocritically tardy, Jesus assured him
that he would be rewarded in the promptest
fashion.

“Mr. Penny,” I said. “I think you’ll find that
God cares very little about your past.

He mostly cares about what you’ll do with
the next minute of your life.”

Penny nodded.

“Prayer is just talking to God,” I added. “It’s
not theologically complicated. Just talk from
your heart.”

Penny closed his eyes and began moving his
lips. I couldn’t hear what he was saying, but
when he opened his eyes his expression told me
that he’d heard God’s voice.

I know this because the “mister” who had
been so dependent on titles to gain distance
from spiritual matters shifted his heart to say
one last thing to me.

“Thank you, Pastor. Thank you.”

Sign up to receive this weekly column in your
email box at https://thechaplain.net/newsletter/
or send me your email address to comment(@,
thechaplain.net.

All of Norris’s books can be ordered on
Amazon. Autographed copies can be obtained
on his website www.thechaplain.net or by send-
ing a check for 320 for each book to 10566
Combie Rd. Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 95602. *

A Film and TV Review
by Tim Riley

“A WORKING MAN” RATED R

Unless someone has been in a coma for
the last twenty or so years, it’s unlikely
that even the most casual fan of action
films would be surprised that Jason
Statham has forged his career on the
strength of his physical prowess evident in
almost all his films.

The British actor, who does a lot of his
own stunts, has apparently been quoted
as saying something to the effect he
wouldn’t get an Academy Award for his
role in 2006’s “Crank” or any of his other
movies.

To get a sense of Statham’s talent for
action, the “Expendables” franchise is
a reliable source, as well as any of the
“Transporter” series or his turn as an elite
assassin in “The Mechanic.” Classic films
worth watching include “Snatch” and
“The Bank Job.”

Now along comes “A Working Man,”
yet again another target for critics who
may take issue with a storyline and an
excess of violence that would have been a
perfect vehicle for Liam Neeson if only he
wasn’t now past the age when you must
take Social Security.

Speaking of Liam Neeson, the Irish
actor will show up in late summer for a
reboot of “The Naked Gun,” an action
comedy in which he stars as Lt. Frank
Drebin, Jr., the son of the inept police
detective played by Leslie Nielsen in the
TV series “Police Squad!” and the origi-
nal “Naked Gun” film franchise.

One of Statham’s trademarks is a sarcas-
tic sense of humor. Unfortunately, in his
new role of Levon Cade he’s mostly a stoic
avenger, consumed with exacting revenge
against a multitude of vicious Russian
thugs and drug dealers. There is no time
for levity once he’s forced into action.

Levon, once in the British Royal
Marines where he developed a lethal skill
set, is now a construction foreman try-
ing to leave behind the violent life of his
military career. His job entails leading a
crew on a major project in Chicago for the
Garcia family.

Wanting only to be a working man
while overcoming traumas of his past,
Levon is like family to his boss, Joe
Garcia (Michael Pena), along with Joe’s
wife Carla (Noemi Gonzalez) and col-
lege-aged daughter Jenny (Arianna
Rivas), who work in the office trailer at
the construction site.

Adding to his own woes is that Levon
is a widower who fights for custody of
his young daughter, Merry (Isla Gie), bat-
tling in court with his ex-father-in-law, Dr.

Riley Reviews

“A WORKING MAN” FITS NICELY IN THE
CANON OF STATHAM ACTION FILMS

Jordan Roth (Richard Heap), who sees
Levon as a PTSD-riddled former soldier
unfit to raise a child.

Wanting to move on from his tormented
past, Levon is put to the test on the job
when a bunch of thugs show up to attack
one of the workers, and they quickly
regret doing so, as he delivers a severe
beatdown to these aggressors to the aston-
ishment of his crew.

To celebrate her graduation, Jenny goes
out on the town with a bunch of girl-
friends to dance at various sleazy clubs.
This routine outing is nothing out of the
ordinary until Jenny is abducted into a
sordid underworld of the Russian mafia
and human trafficking.

The grief-stricken Garcias, knowing of
Levon’s military heroics, plead with him
to undertake a rescue mission, but he ini-
tially claims he’s no longer that person.
Not surprisingly, it doesn’t take long for
him to reconsider, given he told Jenny
he’d always have her back.

Enlisting the help of his blind Army
buddy Gunny (David Harbour), Levon
stocks up on an essential supply of weap-
ons that brings an excess of firepower.
Waterboarding a bartender results in
Levon identifying Russian mob boss Wolo
(Jason Flemyng) who suffers an unusual
fate in a swimming pool.

Levon taps into the gritty Chicago
underworld by impersonating a drug
dealer with the aim of finding Jenny
before she disappears forever in the sleazy
network of sex traffickers ready to sell her
to a wealthy deviant.

Our hero works his way through a
parade of bad guys, including Wolo’s
scoundrel son Dimi (Maximilian Osinski);
the vicious tandem of Viper and Artemis
(Emmett J. Scanlan and Eve Mauro); and
biker bar proprietor Dutch (Chidi Ajufo).
There’s no shortage of interesting charac-
ters to deal with.

Chicago is an iconic city with great
architecture and incredible landmarks.
Regrettably, none of that is shown here
as the filming was done in England. The
occasional shot of an Illinois license plate
or an elevated train is not enough to create
a sense of realism.

The die-hard Jason Statham fans will
overlook locational flaws or the absence of
a coherent plot or storyline. “A Working
Man” fits perfectly into the pantheon of
the British strongman’s string of exciting
action thrillers.

This action genre is geared to being a
crowd-pleaser and Jason Statham’s latest
opus is no exception. While in the mid-
dle of the film there is a bit of a lull in the
action, the climactic action really delivers
fatal blows to the despicable villains. %

Easter lily Producers Prepare to Ship
Flowers for Spring Holiday

California’s Easter lily producers are
preparing to ship the flowers specially
grown for the holiday. Rob Miller, a nurs-
ery operator and flower grower in Del Norte
County—also known as the nation’s Easter
lily capital—said he expects to start mak-
ing deliveries around April 7, with Easter
falling this year on April 20. Easter lilies
naturally bloom in the summer. To get them
to flower for Easter, growers must manipu-
late the plants in the greenhouse. “Pushing
lilies or plants earlier or holding them off
later is a function of temperature,” Miller
said. “If you need them to be earlier, you
have to force them at a warmer temperature.
If you’re going to hold them a bit later, you
can run the greenhouses a little cooler.”

Farmers Encouraged to Use Livestock
Grazing to Mitigate Fire Risks

By increasing the use of livestock to
manage vegetation, also known as tar-
geted grazing, California farmers and
ranchers may be an overlooked potential
ally in preventing future wildfires. That’s
according to new research by University
of California Cooperative Extension live-
stock and natural resources adviser Dan
Macon and UCCE specialist Leslie Roche.
“Farmers and ranchers are in a great posi-
tion to adopt targeted grazing because of
their lifelong and often multigenerational
understanding of their location, along with
their ability to balance livestock needs
with landscape goals,” Macon said.

Salinas Valley Vegetable Production
Ramps Up As Season Changes

With winter turning to spring, vegeta-
ble production in California is shifting
from the Imperial Valley—the primary
region for winter vegetables—back to
the Salinas Valley, which dominates
the state’s vegetable production for
much of the year. “March, April, May is
when we start to ramp up once the rain
winds down,” said Jonathan Merrill, a
Monterey County vegetable grower. “We
specialize in partner contracts and grow
for bigger brands that you’ll see in the
grocery stores. The vast majority of what
we do is driven by our customers, the
shippers. They tell us certain amounts or
acres per week.”

California Farm Bureau TV Program,
Host Win TASTE Awards

California Bountiful TV, the long-run-
ning lifestyle program produced by the
California Farm Bureau, and its host
and executive producer, Aubrey Aquino,
won two TASTE Awards at the 16th
annual event held last month in Beverly
Hills. Aquino was named Best Producer,
while California Bountiful TV earned
the award for Best Green/Organic TV
Program. “It’s truly an honor to receive
these awards, and I feel fortunate to be
able to share and tell the many stories
of California’s agriculture with a televi-
sion audience,” Aquino said, adding this
was the first time the show entered the
TASTE Awards. *
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Apnl is Child Abuse Awareness Month

Dixon Family Services News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon Family Services (DFS) has a
banner in front of its building this month to remind the
community that April is Child Abuse Awareness Month
and that everyone can help reduce and prevent child
abuse and neglect.

Child abuse, in its many forms, happens every day
and has major impacts on the futures of those vic-
timized. Solano County percentages are higher than
California averages. According to the Child Welfare
Services data for 2024, Dixon had a total of 165 child
maltreatment allegation cases, for children O to 17.
Forty-three (26%) of the 165, were children ages 0 to 5.

Studies show that there is a direct link between child
abuse and a greater risk later in life of depression, alco-
holism, drug abuse, smoking, eating disorders, obesity,
sexual promiscuity, certain chronic diseases and suicide.

Dixon Family Services does all it can to help ensure
the safety and well-being of Dixon’s children all year
long. As a Family Resource Center, it is a priority goal
to reduce the incidences of child abuse and/or neglect
in homes and in the community at large by enlighten-
ing and informing people of the signs to watch out for,
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Dixon Family Services (DFS) has a banner in front of its
building this month to remind community members that April
is Child Abuse Awareness Month and that everyone can help
reduce and prevent child abuse and neglect. Photo courtesy of
Dixon Family Services

reporting suspected abuse and steps to take to create an
environment that can reduce the possibilities for abuse
or neglect of children.

Although Dixon Family Services’ main focus is to
assist households living at or below poverty, the orga-
nization wants to make clear that child abuse knows no
boundaries and is found in families of all socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds and cuts across lines of ethnicity,

culture, socioeconomics and education.

There are several factors that can create increased
risk of child abuse including lack of parenting skills,
teen pregnancy, substance abuse, mental illness, pov-
erty and substandard housing conditions, domestic
violence and a parent’s history of child abuse. These
same risk factors can be barriers to abusers’ acknowl-
edgement of the problem and ability to seek programs
or services intended to stop the abuse such as parenting
classes, counseling, peer support or other approaches.

As a community, Dixonites have a responsibility to
nurture and protect the children, as well as other peo-
ple’s children to ensure they can become healthy and
productive adults.

Do not hesitate to report what you think might be
abusive behavior to local police or county child pro-
tective services. Let professionals determine if your
concerns are worth investigation.

For more information about child abuse, ways to
help prevent it and how to report it, visit dixonfamily-
services.org, the Children’s Network website childnet.
org, the Partners in Prevention website partnersinpre-
vention.org or call Solano Child Welfare Services at
1-800-544-8696. *

Community Calendar

Ongoing Activities:

Alcoholics Anonymous — If you want to drink, that’s
your business. If you want to stop drinking, we can help.
Call Alcoholics Anonymous at 800-970-9040 for either
local meeting information or to speak to someone.

American Legion Dinners — Every Friday night at the
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St. Prices range
from $12 to $17 depending on menu. Live music every
Friday. Live band first and third Fridays.

Bingo — Is played every Monday and Wednesday at the
Senior/Multi-Use Center, 201 S. 5th St., beginning at 12
p.m. Call 707-678-7022 for more information.

Friendship Services of Solano County — Do you
spend a lot of time alone? Would you like a telephone
companion? Call Friendship Service at 707-644-9062
x242 or 707-644-8909 and ask Cyndi about becoming a
client. It’s free. A program of Catholic Social Services.
A provider of the Napa-Solano Area Agency on Aging.
Email: friendship@csssolano.org.

Meals on Wheels — Homebound seniors can receive
meals delivered to their homes by calling 707-425-0638.
Lunch also served at the Dixon Senior Center, 201 South
5th St. at 11:30 a.m. M-F. Reservations required — call
707-425-0638 one day in advance.

Regular Meetings:

Al-Anon — Family and friends of alcoholics can get
support through Al-Anon, which meets Mondays, 7 to 8
p.m. at the United Methodist Church, 209 N. Jefferson St.

American Legion — Dixon Post 208 meets at 7 p.m.
on the first Wednesday of each month at the Veterans
Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.. For information, call
707-678-6308. Also visit us online at www.dixonveterans.
org/Legion.

American Legion Auxiliary — Dixon Post 208 meets
at 6 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month at the
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.. For informa-
tion, contact Pat Holland (President) at 707-678-3685 or
Leah Marlin (Vice President) at 530-304-5385. Visit us
online at www.dixonveterans.org/Legion.

Anderson PTO — Meets monthly at 7 p.m. at Anderson
Elementary School, 415 East C St. Email andersonroad-
runnerspto@gmail.com for dates.

Bids For Kids — Is a volunteer organization created
to promote and foster youth participation in agricul-
ture. Anyone interested in this endeavor is welcome and
encouraged to attend our monthly meeting. Meetings
are held every third Thursday of the month. For more
information, please contact secretary, Lisa Dage at 707-
246-5623, fivedages@sbcglobal.net or president, James
Fuller at 916-952-0167, jameskfuller@yahoo.com.

Boy Scout Troop 152 — Meets Tuesdays, 7 to 8:30
p.m., in the Social Hall at United Methodist Church, 209
North Jefferson. Scouts is for boys 11 to 18 years old.
Contact John at 707-678-9693 or email Scoutmaster152@)
gmail.com for more information. Check us out on the
web: http://www.troop152dixon.com.

Chief Solano Kennel Club, Inc. meetings — at 7:30
p.m. on the first Thursday at the Elmira Fire Station.
Call Linda at phone below to RSVP. Open to everyone.
No July meeting. For info call 446-7492 or visit www.
chiefsolanokennelclub.org.

Chief Solano Kennel Club, Inc. classes — Puppy
Socialization 6:20 to 6:50 p.m. (4 to 12 mos), Beginning
Obedience 7 to 7:40 p.m. (4 mos & older) indoor train-
ing classes on Wednesdays at the Elmira Fire Station,
as well as Conformation classes at 7:50 to 8:30 p.m. for
those who show dogs or are interested in showing their
dogs. Classes are open to everyone and their canine com-
panions. Classes are not appropriate for aggression issues.
Discounts for Seniors 55 and over, Juniors under 16, and
those who have adopted a dog from the Humane Society,
a breed rescue group, or your local shelter. Bring adoption
certificate when you register. Visit www.chiefsolanoken-
nelclub.org.

CITY OF DIXON: The following meetings are held in
the Council Chamber at 600 East A St. The agendas are
available before meetings at www.ci.dixon.ca.us. For fur-
ther information, call 707-678-7000 and ask for the City
Clerk’s office, Planning Dept., Parks & Recreation Dept.,
or Transportation Dept.

City Council — Meets on the first and third Tuesdays of

every month at 7 p.m.

Planning Commission — Meets the second Tuesday of

every month at 7 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Commission — Meets the fourth

Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.

Transportation Advisory Commission — Meets the

third Wednesday of every EVEN month at 7 p.m.

Dixon Adult Literacy Program — Solano County
Library Adult Literacy Services is seeking volun-
teers to help an adult with their reading, writing, or
English-speaking skills at the Dixon Public Library. No
experience necessary, flexible hours. All training and
materials are provided. Contact: Literacy@solanocounty.
com or 707-784-1526.

Dixon Boat Club — Meets first Thursday of the month.
For more information, call Butch at 707-678-3622.

Dixon Downtown Business Association — Dedicated
to enhancing the business environment and promoting
the revitalization of downtown Dixon as the cultural cen-
ter of the community. Merchant meetings are held on the
first Thursday of the month at various locations. Log onto
www.downtowndixonca.com, email DDROAC@yahoo.
com, or call 707-678-8400 for more information.

Dixon Game & Conservation Club — Meetings on
second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Game
Club Building on East Mayes. For more information, con-
tact John Kett at 916-284-4683.

Dixon Historical Society — Meets quarterly on the
third Sunday of Feb., Apr., Aug., and Oct. from 2 to 4
p-m. at the Dixon United Methodist Church Social Hall
located at 209 N. Jefferson St. in Dixon. Meetings include
a historical representation and announcements of upcom-
ing events. Anyone interested in the history of Dixon,
and its surrounding areas, is welcome! You do not need
to be a member to attend, and all presentations are free
to the community. The Dixon History Museum is open
for visits, Thursdays 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For further infor-
mation, please contact us at www.dixonhistoricalsociety.
org. Email dhs.dixonhistoricalsociety@gmail.com, or call
707-693-3044.

Dixon Kiwanis Club — an International civic organiza-
tion serving the community through enhancing children’s
lives meets on the fourth Monday of each month at the
Dixon Chamber of Commerce Conference Room. Call
Kristin Janisch at 918-840-0785 for more information.

Dixon Lions Club — Since 1954, the Dixon Lions
Club is a group of local people who identify needs
within our Dixon community and work together to ful-
fill those needs. Internationally our 45,867 clubs & more
than 1,347,322 members make us the world’s largest ser-
vice club organization. We meet first/third Wednesdays at
Bud’s Pub & Grill from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Website: http://
e-clubhouse.org/sites/dixonca. Facebook page: Dixon
Lions Club.

Dixon Rotary Club — Meets on most Wednesdays
at noon at The Creative Space, 160 West A. St., Dixon.
Rotary is the world’s first and oldest service club organi-
zation with over 1.4 million members working locally and
internationally to improve health and sanitation, combat
hunger, provide education, and promote peace. For more
information and meeting confirmation, contact Rotary
President Marlene Vega at 707-678-9368.

Dixon Scottish Cultural Association — Open to any-
one who is interested in celebrating Scottish culture.
Meetings are on the third Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m. at the American Legion Hall, 1305 N. First St. For
details, visit https://scotsindixon.us/.

Dixon Senior Club — Meets the second Tuesday of
each month from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Dixon Senior
Multi-Use Center, 201 S. Fifth St. For more info, call
678-7022.

Dixon Toastmasters/Public Speaking Club — Need to
speak in front of people? Want to improve your commu-
nication skills? Want to have fun learning? Check us out!
We meet Mondays at 7 p.m. at the Living Hope Church.
For more info, call or text Lynda Mendez at 530-665-
0948 or Rose Cooke at 707-297-0918.

Dixon Women’s Improvement Club — From
September through May of each year, the Dixon Women’s
Improvement Club dedicated to the betterment of Dixon,
meets on the third Wednesday of the month for stimulat-
ing presentations, activities, and friendships. Meetings are
held at the Dixon United Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall.

Dixon Youth Soccer Board Meetings — The board
will meet the third Tuesday of each month, except for
December, at the Sutter West Medical Center Conference
Room, at 7 p.m.

Domestic Violence Support Group — Thursdays from
10 to 11 a.m. at SafeQuest Solano, 1234 Empire St.,
Fairfield. Info 707-422-7345.

Dry Dock — This Alcoholics Anonymous group meets
Mondays, 7 to 8:30 p.m. and Saturdays, 10 to 11 a.m.
at Dixon United Methodist Church, corner of B and N.
Jefferson St.

Fairfield/Suisun Bass Reapers — Meets first Tuesday
of each month at RoundTable Pizza, 5085 Fairfield
Business Center Drive. For more info, call 707-429-3239.

Friends of the Dixon Public Library — Meets at the
library on the second Tuesday of the month at 5 p.m. For
more information, call 707-678-5447.

Gretchen Higgins Parent Teacher Organization —
We meet the second Monday of each month in the library
at our school. Email ohptol525@gmail.com for more
information.

Independent Order of Oddfellows Montezuma
Lodge #172 — Meets at 6 p.m. on the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month at 111 West A. St., Dixon above
Bud’s. For more info, call Jason 530-400-0281 or Ed
916-837-6865.

Lambtown Committee — Meets third Monday each
month at 6 p.m. at Veteran’s Hall. Email John Knight at
johnknightpto@gmail.com

Living With Cancer — Support Group for people who
have or have had cancer meets the first, third, and fifth
Tuesday of every month, 7 to 8:30 p.m., in the Dining
conference room at Woodland Memorial Hospital, 1325
Cottonwood St., Woodland. Free.

Narcotics Anonymous — Open meetings are held every
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
at Dixon United Methodist, 209 N. Jefferson St. (Corner
of West B and N. Jefferson). For helpline information and
other meetings, go to www.napasolanona.org.

Northern Solano Democratic Club (NSDC) — Meets
on the second Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at IBEW, 30
Orange Tree Circle, Vacaville (behind Home Depot). For
more information, contact Jeanie White 615-260-7896 or
email pres.nsdc@gmail.com. Visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/northernsolanodems/.

NSDC Democrats in Action — Monthly lunch meet-
ing is every fourth Thursday at noon at Fuso Italian
Restaurant at 535 Main St., Vacaville. Meet to discuss
actions that can be taken towards local, state, and national
political issues. See above for contacts.

Promises AA Group — Meets Fridays at 7:30 p.m. at
the United Methodist Church, 209 N. Jefferson St.

Sexual Assault Support Group — Tuesdays from 6 to 7
p.m. at SafeQuest Solano, 1234 Empire St., Fairfield. Info
707-422-7345.

Solano County Mental Health Education — Monthly
presentations on various topics will be held on the fourth
Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 2101
Courage Dr., Fairfield. Call Rachel Ford at 707-784-8362
for more information and monthly topic.

Sons of the American Legion — Meet every second
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Dixon American
Legion Post 208 Hall. For information, call Wayne
Holland at 707-301-0941.

Soroptimist International of Dixon - Meets
Thursdays at noon at the Dixon United Methodist Church
(20 N. Jefferson). Call President Barbara Rigdon at
408-306-7390. Mail: P.O. Box 472, Dixon, CA 95620.

36th District Agricultural Assn. — Board of Directors
meet the second Wednesday of each month, 6 p.m. in the
board room located at 655 S. First St. (Dixon May Fair)

Tremont Teachers and Parents Association — Meets
the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Tremont School. For more information contact 678-9533.

Toastmasters — Meets every other Monday from 7
to 8 p.m. Contact Lynda Mendez at 530-665-0948 or
email her at mendezlynda55@yahoo.com

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) — Dixon Post
8151 meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each
month at the Olde Vets Hall, 231 N. First St. For
information, contact Cecil Dennings (Commander)
at 209-395-8019. Also visit us online at m.facebook.
com/DixonVFW.

Young Ladies Institute of Dixon — Meets the third
Thursday of the month at St. Peter’s Parish Hall,
105 S. 2nd St. All Catholic women are invited to
attend. For more information, call Virginia Fletcher at
678-5145. *
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Autos Wanted m Health/Wellness Home Remodel

If veterinary care is unavail- GOT AN UNWANTED  Struggling with debt? If you  JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS ~ Safe Step. North America?s

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

able or unaffordable, ask for
Happy Jack® ltchNoMore® or
Skin Balm® to treat skin aller-
gies on dogs & cats. At Tractor
Supply®. (Cal-SCAN)

Announcement

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY
and suffered an infection due
to use of a Bair Hugger (Blue
Blanket), between 2020 and
the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call
attorney Charles H. Johnson
(800) 535-5727 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE
to fund the SEARCH FOR
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour re-
sponse. Running or not. Max-
imum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call
24/7: 1-877-434-6852 (cal-scan)

Advertise in your
local community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as
litle as 24-48 months. Pay
nothing to enroll. Call Now:
1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

House for Rent at Dunlap
Court in Dixon, 4 brms, 2
bath, 2 car garage, 2,400sq ft.
swimming pool maintenance
and landscape included in
rent. $3,250.00. Contact Pa-
tricia at doceramics@yahoo.
com. Please visit ForRent.
com to apply. @1/25)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swit,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit
for 2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605  (cakScan)

B fndéijendent Voice

V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (caiscan)

Advertising
Works!

OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) Has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com ey

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) Call
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

PG
MPG

#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call; 1-877-252-9868  (cai-scaN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Warranty

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

Landscaping/

Maintenance

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron);
plumbing; mowing, edging,
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all
kinds of fruit or shade trees);
tree removal, rock, bark or
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098.

(TFN)

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeated,
condensed, broadcast, tweeted,
discussed, posted, copied, edit-
ed, and emailed countless times
throughout the day by others?
Discover the Power of Newspa-
per Advertising. For a free bro-
chure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.ILP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

We Support
Our Military

www.IndependentVoice.com
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brother

18. Modify

sister Claire

sister

ous tree

creator

intellect

acr.

52. Stitch

ham's sister

Classified
Advertising
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short

short

1. Newton of science
6. Over the top, in text
9. *Monica Geller's

13. Eurasian antelope
14. Public health org.
15. Add together

16. Underground worker
17. Put down

19. *Mitchell Pritchett’s
21. *Alex P. Keaton's

23. Lao-tzu follower
24, itlikeitis

25. Banned insecticide
28. Wolf, in Mexico

30. Ubiquitous decidu-

35.Nevada's ____ 51
37. Passionate dislike
39. What scribes do
40. Lime-rich soil

41. Rocky ridge

43. Flying saucers, acr.
44. Certain “razor”

46. Skier's aid
47. Sicilian mountain
48. Activity of the

50. Rush job notation,

53. Belted out

55. Mad Hatter's bever-
age of choice

57. *Wednesday Add-
ams’ brother

61. *Richie Cunning-

64. Palate lobe
65. Jersey call
67. Notches made by
69. Olympic 4x4 race,
7b.IPuinc house, for
71. Fill with optimism

72. Wholly engrossed
73. Store posting, for

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD ¢ TV SIBLINGS

CLUES

CROSSWORD

7 8

Off First Month
of New Service!

(onsumer

Cellular

2023 Consumer Cellular Inc, F

cawconsumercelur 888-804-0913

or promo delals please call BE8-804-0913

) StatePoint Media

74. Slow on the uptake 38. J.FK. postings

Sell Your Stuﬁ 5 ? 8 6 2 9 1 4 3 DOWN 2% E/Iuse of love poetry | i Fé‘E‘éagﬁ(gWE%rszgiié :s
. Lose =
Reach 1000’ Of 3214111817196 (5 ; 5;": dOthi"S?]e Said ;19&Famous frat house /=  PLUS $1600 OFF
."He ___, etters |
! 3. Hokkaido | 51. Reached culminati -
Readers Every Week! R e o\ heached culmination aﬂf\?'_;‘_ﬁfjiﬁms.}!gg 1-855-576-5653
6111915131418 1|712 5.___ tunnel 56. Anoint e e
6.“____the Lonely,” song 57. Make like a cat
7.*0ne “Sister, Sister” 58. Part of an eye 5 3
9141213151116 1817 g goutcll_uett] gamiingredient 59, Mouthful, swallowed
. Sushi choice 60. Fence board
8 5 ? 4 9 6 3 2 _1 10-|_"Eh9 Simpsons” 61. Apple co-founder 7 4 2 6
palindrome 62. A Flock of S IIs’
11. Court petitioner 1932hit0c ol veaguls 2 3 1 4
12. Light on one’s feet 63.N i ial
1 6 3 8 ? 2 4 5 9 15. Rendered suet Stageewts i terrestra 219 4
20. Tumult and commotion 66. Belonging t
22. Any high mountain B8, Bo a witness 3 4 9 5
24. Carryall (2 words)
25. *Vampire Stefan Salva- 1 513
tore’s brother
26. Harry Potter’s antag- 9 5 8 7
WE SUPPORT | [
27.9 a.m. prayer
29. *Lisa and Maggie's 8 7 g 1
naughty brother
31. *Phoebe and Piper 6 8

Halliwell’s sister

32. British elevators

33. Repent

34. Redo, to a carpenter
36. “Sad to say ..."

© StatePoant Media
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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MPG

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE
DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE

CALL 916-773-1111
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats

% DR. PEPPER
A ns Do oR? I

Amber Waves

by Jeff Pickering [/ oeomen

WHERE Ig YA'S
YES, HES A T'
FIZZICIAN-

%

CoMIN'IN ON ME
DAY OFF. HoW
EMBARRASKIN!
. . /

(How!'s My
| FAVORITE

FATHER?

GPRING IS HERE! No MORE COLD, SNOWY TEMPS.

BRING ON THOSE WARM, SUNNY
SPRING IS HEREr | [0AYS LYNG W The Cool Mud!
=/ #*

Out on a Limb

NOTHING BUT LONG, HOT DAYS
SUNNING MY BACK, EATING
SLOP AND TAKING LONG NAPS!

SPRING MUST BE HERE.
THE FARM ANIMALS ARE
ACTING EXTRA WEIRD.

‘SIDE FROM TH
FACK | DONTSK
WANNA WATCH No
WRASSLM, | GOT A
DATE WIT" OLVE, S

| OWES HER A |
SPECIAL EVim'
AFTER | MADE

A Y| HEZ MAD AT ME
N L.n_SK WEEF.

T coure RiGHT, Iy
SHE DESERVES A
| SPEiAL Evens,

A, WHYT JUST
‘Cuz9A "")ﬂ'l' LIKE

MM AN HES UNCLE BRUTUS AT

[ HARDTACK IWNITED US To Join |
A
WRESTLIN' SHOW TOMIGHT. )—J

[ NOT AT ALL! ALTHOUGH
|IT'5 A SouD REASON.
!

| MEAN, SPITE [ |
PAIRS WELL WT; HJ

\_EVERYTHNS. /
o/

; OLIVE, ARE You
i MAD AT POPEVE
ENOUGH TO MAKE

|2 b TAKE US To L}

EE] A WRESTUN' SHOW |

il HE DOESNT m\W
GoTo? j

by Gary Kopervas

1Tl UIKE T ALNMG SA i, WHEN UIFE KIAKG
2 {0, o0 NEED oS 7EP UP AND Kk tf RIH BAK
!

T CNTAVR

LARRY MINKUS -

fedry |
55‘1"‘%

MENTOR

__a" %w o Just Like Cats & Dogs

‘pasow
SIMOPULA, "G “JOHO0YS §1 23U | ¢ “TUISSIW 81 9A0]0) “p DL
S1URJA "€ “PASIIAI 1 IBH "7 PIAOL ST 231] "[ :SIDUMIALJIC]

by Dave T. Phippse

Eibicrts Amerca Syndcat, Ins. W ights peservecd.

r I'M ALWAYS FOLLOWING ORDERS, CONSTANTLY
UNDER PRESSURE TO MEET EXPECTATIONS, AND USED TO
SUBPAR FOOD. I'M TELLING, YOU M YOUR GUY!

WV%

BOADES IO Iy DUl “SIESPUAS SN0 DU G205

“You have April madness.”

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING

PROPANE

FLOORING

S &Y Cleaning Services

Weekly - Bi-Weekly - Monthly - One Time
Weekends - Move-Ins - Move-Outs

Lots of References on Request
Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

FREE ESTIMATES

We live where you live

We understand your propane service needs.
WE ARE

& Pro-Gas

ALLIED PROPANE

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

RoblL@alliedprogas.com

fMI‘o

P:lea.se call for a free
in-home estimatel
OUSE OF FLOORS
QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE
Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More
1690 N. Lincoln Street « Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385

houseoftloors@att.net « www.houseoffloors.org

Moving & Hauling

PREGNANCY

ON THE WHEEL EXPRESS

Call Dwight | 530-665-3770 | OnTheWheelExpress@gmail.com

ey

Appliances * Furniture ° Auto Parts
Equipment ¢ Paint ¢ Building Materials
MC-1442197 U.S. | DOT No. 3908711

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence
Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991

Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

'FOLLOW US

for Local News
and much more!

Messenger Publishing Group

9 Facebook: @MPG8dotcom
W Twitter: @MPG8dotcom

Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-7173- 1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

is amember of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,

Publisher@mpg8.com.
Be sure to place in the

at (916) 773-1111.

Dixon Independent Voice

information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email a Microsoft Word file to:

subject field “Attention to
Publisher”” If you do not have
email access, please call us

B [ndepandent Voice

Serving Dixon and Solano County since 1993

Itis the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.
The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to:
Dixon Independent Voice
100 N. Adams, Dixon, CA 95620
Subscription rate is $52 per year within Dixon and Solano County.
$72 per year (Mail only).
Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published
weekly on Friday.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

mre W
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Legal Advertising Hotline
916-483-2299

Legal Advertising Fax
916-773-2999

LEGAL ADVERTISING

Dixon’s Independent Voice Adjudicated For and By the County of Solano
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000291
The following persons are doing
business as: Ride on Powersports,
1900 N Lincoln Street, Suite 104,

Dixon, CA 95620.

Gone Fishin’ Marine, Inc., 1880 N
Lincoln Street, Dixon, CA 95620
Date filed in Solano County:
February 19, 2025. The
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above
business name on: December 1,
2016

This Business is conducted
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In
Accordance with  subdivision
(a) of section 17920 A Fictitious
Name Statement generally ex-
pires at the end of five years from
the date on which it was filed in
the office of the county clerk, ex-
cept as provided in subdivision (b)
of section 17920, where it expires
40 days after any change in the
facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration February 18, 2030.
The filing of this statement does
not itself authorize the use in
this state of a Fictitious Business
Name in violation of the rights of
another under federal, state, or
common law (see section 14411
ET SEQ., business, and profes-
sions code.)

Publish: March 21, 28, April 4, 11,2025
RIDE 4-11-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000400
The following persons are do-
ing business as: Advanced
Equipment Rental, 260 West
Street, Dixon, CA 95620.
Bryan Weber, 260 West Street,
Dixon, CA 95620
Date filed in Solano County:
March 10, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: February 13,2025
This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the
date on which it was filed in the
office of the county clerk, except
as provided in subdivision (b) of
section 17920, where it expires
40 days after any change in the
facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before the
expiration February 18, 2030. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: March 21, 28, April 4, 11,2025
RENTAL 4-11-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000381
The following persons are do-
ing business as: Live Rich, 490
Chadbourne Road, Suite A114,

Fairfield, CA 94534.

Golden State Enterprise, 490
Chadbourne Road, Suite A114,
Fairfield, CA 94534.

Date filed in Solano County:
March 5, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: April 20, 2017

This Business is conducted
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
March 4, 2030. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: March 28, April 4, 11, 18,2025
LIVE 4-18-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000136
The following persons are do-
ing business as: Peace of Mind
Remodels, 267 Cooper School
Road, Vacaville, CA 95688.

Mark J Binion, 267 Cooper School
Road, Vacaville, CA 95688.

Date filed in Solano County:
January 27, 2025. The Registrant

CITY OF DIXON

circulation in the City.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
LEGAL NOTICE PUBLICATION SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF DIXON

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Dixon (“City”) is requesting sealed bids (“Bid” or
“Bids”) from newspapers that are qualified bidders (“Bidder” or “Bidders”) to provide legal
notice printing and publishing services for the City for the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year (“Project”), in
accordance with this Request for Proposals (“RFP”).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

LOCATION OF PUBLICATION: Eligible Bidders must be qualified newspapers of general

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: The printing to be done hereunder will consist of printing and
publishing all legal notices for the City required to be printed in a newspaper of general circulation,
including, but not limited to, ordinances, resolutions, legal notices, regulations, and advertisements
of whatever kind or nature for Fiscal Year 2025-2026.

FACTORS CONSIDERED IN SELECTING BIDS:

A successful Bid shall be based upon a weighting, as shown below, of all the following factors (the
“Factors”):

(1) Bid price (50%).
(2) Number of days newspaper is circulated per week (50%).

Each factor shall be weighted based on the percentage indicated. In the event of a tie, the City
Council will have the absolute discretion to award the bid to any of the bidders who tied.

PROCESS:

SUBMISSION OF BIDS: Qualified and interested parties may submit Bids to the Administrative
City Clerk at City Hall, located at 600 East A Street, Dixon, California, no later than 3:00 p.m. on
May 9, 2025, at which time all Bids will be publicly opened and read by the Administrative City
Clerk. No late Bids will be considered. Bidders may mail Bids at their own risk.

GENERAL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: Each Bid submitted to the Administrative City Clerk must
be in a sealed envelope clearly marked as follows:

Proposal for Official City Newspaper for Advertising to be opened at 3:00 p.m.,
May 9, 2025.

Each Bid must be submitted using the forms provided in this RFP packet.
Once a Bid has been submitted to the Administrative City Clerk, it may not be withdrawn.

QUESTIONS: Questions may be submitted by email to the Administrative City Clerk at
Iruiz@cityofdixonca.gov or by mail to City Hall, located at 600 East A Street, Dixon, California,
until 5:00 p.m. on May 2, 2025. The City cannot guarantee that it will be able to respond to every
inquiry it receives.

AWARD OF CONTRACT: The award of the contract will be made to the Bidder who the City
determines is most capable of providing services that fulfill all of the listed Factors. Each of
the Factors will be weighted by the City Council by the percentages indicated above. The City
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Bids received in response to this RFP, to negotiate
with any qualified source, or cancel, in whole or in part, this RFP if it is in the best interest of the
City to do so. Bidders may be required to submit revisions to their Bids, as may result from contract
negotiations, or to include additions or deletions to the scope of work. All survey information,
data, and material ensuing from the Project shall be the sole property of the City and shall not be
reproduced and published without the written consent of the City. The City Council reserves the
right to waive Bid errors or to reject any and all Bids and re-advertise for Bids. By responding to
this RFP, the Bidder agrees that the City may audit the Bidder’s records and files to verify that
the information in their Bid is true and accurate. There is no mandatory City audit requirement. In
the event of a tie, the City Council will have the absolute discretion to award the bid to any of the
bidders who tied.

Dated: April 11, 2025

Lupe Ruiz
Administrative City Clerk
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SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

Notice is hereby given that the Dixon City Council adopted Ordinance No. 25-001, approving a
Development Agreement between the City of Dixon and Dixon Venture, LLC for the “Campus/
Dixon 257 Project” (Project). The Project involves development of a 260-acre site located in
the Northeast Quadrant Specific Plan area, consisting of 48 acres for industrial development,
2.5 acres for commercial uses, up to 1,041 residential units, and accompanying drainage, parks, and
infrastructure improvements. The Development Agreement establishes certain obligations between
the City and the developer for the duration of the Project concerning vested rights, infrastructure,
payment of fees, creation of financing districts, and public benefits. The Development Agreement
and all supporting exhibits are available for review with the City Clerk.

This Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Dixon City Council held on the 18th day
of March 2025, and adopted at a regular meeting of the Dixon City Council held on the 1st day of
April 2025, by the following roll call vote:

AYES: ERNEST, HENDERSHOT, JOHNSON, BOGUE, BIRD
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

ABSTAIN: NONE

A copy of the full text of the adopted ordinance is available for public review at City Hall, 600
East A Street, Dixon, CA 95620 or at www.cityofdixon.us.

Kristin M. Janisch
Elected City Clerk

Dixon Independent Voice 4-11-2025

commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: January 16, 2025

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
January 26, 2030. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 2025
PEACE 52-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000475
The following persons are doing
business as: Wild ‘N Chic, 910
Norton Court, Dixon, CA 95620.
Donna Lopez, 910 Norton Court,
Dixon, CA 95620.
Date filed in Solano County:
March 24, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: January 1, 2025
This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
March 23, 2030. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)
Publish: April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 2025
WILD 52-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000538
The following persons are doing
business as: Lucky Garden, 860
Tuolumne Street, Vallejo, CA
94590.

V Torres LLC, 860 Tuolumne
Street, Vallejo, CA 94590.

Date filed in Solano County: April
2, 2025. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A

This Business is conducted by:

A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration April 1, 2030. The
filing of this statement does not
itself authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 11, 18,25, May 2, 2025
LUCKY 52-25

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #CU25-01322
Yessenia Alvarado filed a petition
with this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows: Yessenia
Alvarado to Yessenia Villegas.
THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show
why the petition should not be
granted. If no written objection is
timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing. May
12, 2025, 10:00 a.m. Department
7, Room 2, Superior Court of
California, County of Solano, Old
Solano Court House, 580 Texas
Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: Tim
Kam
Dated: March 14, 2025
Publish: March 28, April 4, 11, 18,2025
YESSENIA 4-18-25

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
PETERKISICH
CASE NO. PR25-00144
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, and contingent creditors of
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or es-

tate, or both, of Peter Kisich.

A Petition for Probate has been
filed by Diane Marie Kisich Davis,
in the Superior Court of California,
County of Solano, Diane Marie
Kisich Davis be appointed as per-
sonal representative(s) to admin-

ister the estate of the decedent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration
of Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the executor to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, however,
the executor will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
have consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
April 18, 2025, 9:00 a.m. in Dept
10; Superior Court of California,
County of Solano, 600 Union
Street, Fairfield, CA 94533.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting
of the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the
later of either (1) four months from
the date of first issuance of letters
to a general personal representa-
tive, as defined in section 58(b) of
the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal au-
thority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consullt
with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are in-
terested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any
petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form
is available from the court clerk.
The name, address and tele-
phone number of the Attorney for
Petitioner is: Dan Beatty, Attorney
at Law, 1771 Woodside Road,
Redwood City, CA 94061, 650-
367-1799
Publish: March 21, 28, April 4, 2025
KISICH 4-11-25

MPG

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is the intention of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), in accordance with 38 U.S.C
2412, to issue an agricultural farming outlease to E & H FARMS — Gnos, LLC, to expire by October
31, 2029. The land to be leased out is located at the Sacramento National Cemetery. Should you
have any questions, please reach out to the Project Manager/Realty Specialist Almaira Garcia at

Almaira.Garcia@va.gov or at 202-495-9726. ) )
Dixon Independent Voice 4-11-2025

LIEN SALE AUCTION

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will conduct a Lien Sale Auction on
APRIL 21ST, 2025 at 10:00 AM. This is authorized by Division 8, Chapter 10 of the California
Business and Professions Code. CASH ONLY. All items must be removed from the property
immediately after sale.

DIXON SELF STORAGE
1410 REGENCY PKWY
DIXON, CA 95620-4500

UNIT BO11- MACA NAIVALU- 2 nightstands, 2 tv’s, bed frame, wheelchair, folding chair, clothes,
shoes, household items, kitchen ware, bedding.

UNIT D006- KAELANI ECKLEY- mattress, pillow, microwave, clothes, bedding, bike, bags, mini
vac, shoes, side table, camping chair.

UNIT D065- MANUEL CAAMAL- speakers, music stand, suitcase, holiday décor, hutch, ice
machine, crafting supplies, floor lamp, guitar, toys, bedding.

Bond # 0342850
Dixon Independent Voice 4-4, 4-11-2025

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

Notice is hereby given that the Dixon City Council adopted Ordinance No. 25-002, adopting a
Planned Development (PD) Overlay Zoning District in connection with the “Campus/Dixon 257
Project” (Project). The Project involves development of a 260-acre site located in the Northeast
Quadrant Specific Plan area, consisting of 48 acres for industrial development, 2.5 acres
for commercial uses, up to 1,041 residential units, and accompanying drainage, parks, and
infrastructure improvements.

The site for the Project was originally zoned “Campus Mixed-Use-Northeast Quadrant Specific Plan
Overlay.” The PD Overlay Zoning District adopted by this Ordinance rezones the site to “Campus
Mixed Use — Northeast Quadrant Specific Plan Overlay — Planned Development” (emphasis
added). The PD Overlay Zoning District establishes the development, use, and design standards
for the Project, as contained in the amended Northeast Quadrant Specific Plan and the design
guidelines adopted for the Project.

This Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Dixon City Council held on the 18th day
of March 2025, and adopted at a regular meeting of the Dixon City Council held on the 1st day of
April 2025, by the following roll call vote:

AYES: ERNEST, HENDERSHOT, JOHNSON, BOGUE, BIRD
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: NONE
ABSTAIN: NONE

A copy of the full text of the adopted ordinance is available for public review at City Hall, 600
East A Street, Dixon, CA 95620 or at www.cityofdixon.us.

Kristin M. Janisch
Elected City Clerk

Dixon Independent Voice 4-11-2025

ADVERTISE WITH THE
Dixon Independent Voice

CALL 916-773-1111
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Storms Increase Water Allocation to 40 Percent

Department of Water
Resources News Release

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA (MPG) -
On March 25, the Department
of Water Resources (DWR)
announced that wet and cold
storms in March have allowed
for another increase to the State
Water Project (SWP) allocation
forecast for 2025.

The allocation has increased
to 40 percent of requested water
supplies, up from 35 percent last
month. The State Water Project
provides water to 27 million
Californians and 750,000 acres
of farmland.

The latest allocation forecast
is based on increases in precip-
itation, snowpack and reservoir
storage in the past month. The
allocation increase comes ahead
of the April 1 snow surveys next
week, when Sierra Nevada snow-
pack typically peaks.

“As we near the end of the
wet season, our focus shifts to
snowpack runoff and whether
temperatures allow for a slow
melt so we can capture as much
of that runoff as possible,” said
Department of Water Resources
Director Karla Nemeth. “Despite
periods of extremely dry condi-
tions this season, water managers
have been able to effectively cap-
ture, move and store water for
use later this year while also
maintaining flood protection.”

3

H r is a drone view of the Historic Bidwell Bar Bridge and Lake Oroville in Butte County. Lake Oroville storage
is now up to 86 percent of capacity and 121 percent of historical average for this time of year, according to the

California Department of Water Resources. Photo courtesy of California Department of Water Resources

The State Water Project was
able to increase storage this
month at its largest reservoir,
Lake Oroville, and nearly fill
the State Water Project’s share
of storage at San Luis Reservoir
in Merced County. That stor-
age will help meet the needs of
State Water Project contractors
and their customers this year as
well as provide some water sup-
ply next year if dry conditions
return.

Lake Oroville storage is now
up to 86 percent of capacity and

121 percent of historical average
for this time of year. Department
of Water Resources has been
releasing water from Lake
Oroville to maintain enough
empty space in the reservoir for
flood management. As spring
progresses, the need for flood
space will diminish and storage
could increase.

In the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta, April and May are ecologi-
cally important times and the State
Water Project will need to adjust
operations accordingly. Pumping

rates will likely fall to minimum
levels during those months to
protect endangered fish species.
Releases from Lake Oroville for
endangered species and water
quality protection also might be
necessary, depending upon precip-
itation and other factors.

These constraints reinforce
the need for California to invest
in additional water supply infra-
structure to provide operational
flexibility. The proposed Sites
Reservoir and Delta Conveyance
Project would have been hugely

beneficial to water supply had
they been in place this season.
The Delta Conveyance Project
could have captured more than
750,000 acre-feet of additional
water supply this winter, which
would have translated to a
20-percent increase in the current
State Water Project allocation, on
top of the increase announced on
March 25.

Each year, Department of
Water Resources provides State
Water Project allocation fore-
casts based on available water
storage, projected water sup-
ply and water demands.
Allocations are updated monthly
as snowpack, rainfall and run-
off information is assessed, with
a final allocation typically deter-
mined in May or June. Any
additional increases in the 2025
State Water Project allocation
will depend heavily on the water
content and runoff of the Sierra
Nevada snowpack.

Learn more about how the
State Water Project alloca-
tion process works at water.
ca.gov/News/Blog/2025/Jan-25/
Get-the-Facts-About-the-State-
Water-Project-Allocation.

The allocation forecast notice
to State Water Contractors and
historical data on State Water
Project allocations are avail-
able at water.ca.gov/programs/
state-water-project/management/
Swp-water-contractors. *

California Seizes 650,000

Califorma Farm Bureau Highlights
Urgent Challenges

California Farm Bureau
News Release

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
(MPG) - California Farm
Bureau President Shannon
Douglass identified crit-
ical issues facing the
state’s farmers and ranch-
ers, stressing immediate
action is needed to sup-
port small and mid-sized
farms, streamline reg-
ulations and invest in
innovative water manage-
ment practices.

“Agriculture has
been the backbone of
California’s economy for
generations,” Douglass
said. “However, today, our
sector is facing significant
challenges that (not only)
threaten our state’s econ-
omy but the very future of
food and farming.”

On behalf of the
California Agricultural
Coalition, Douglass spoke
during a press confer-
ence Wednesday at the
California State Capitol.
She was joined by fel-
low coalition members
Michael Miiller, direc-
tor of government
relations for the California
Association of Winegrape
Growers, and Roger [som,
president/CEO of the
California Cotton Ginners
& Growers Association
and Western Tree Nut
Association.

California has lost
15,000 farms between
2012 and 2022, accord-
ing to the most recent U.S.
Census of Agriculture,
Douglass said. Pointing
to the rising regulatory
pressures facing farmers,
she cited a Cal Poly, San
Luis Obispo, study that
found regulatory costs and
the cost of compliance by
agriculture have increased
nearly 1,400% in less than
20 years.

“We must examine and
streamline the regulatory
framework that governs
agriculture. While there
are regulations that are
needed, they should be tai-
lored to support farming
and not drive-up costs,”
Douglass said. “We need

cALFoRniA
L\l AGRICULTURAL

COALITION

On March 19 at the California State Capitol, California Farm

{»

Bureau President Shannon Douglass emphasized the
importance of agriculture to the state’s economy and outlined
the challenges farmers and ranchers face. Photo courtesy of

California Farm Bureau

to find a better balance
that supports sustainable
farming practices without
putting an undue burden
on our growers.”

Citing high costs of
labor, energy, transporta-
tion, litigation and water
availability challenges,
Miiller of California
Association of Winegrape
Growers said, “California
is no longer affordable for
many growers.” He added
there is a commitment
from many state lawmak-
ers to make affordability
part of the conversation
when crafting legislation.

“Our farmers face
challenges that nobody
else in the world faces,”
Isom said. “Frankly, we
can’t compete on a level
playing field with states
across the country or
other nations.”

The coalition, which
includes 32 statewide
agricultural organiza-
tions, Isom said, is asking

the California Legislature
for $600 million a year
for five years to fund pro-
grams to help farmers
through the Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Fund.
“This is a win-win to help
ag and the environment,”
he said.

Douglass concluded
that the challenges
facing California agri-
culture are urgent but
not insurmountable.
“By working together,
with farmers, regula-
tors and policymakers,
we can create a more
sustainable and resil-
ient agricultural system
that continues to feed our
state and nation.”

The California Farm
Bureau works to protect
family farms and ranches
on behalf of more than
26,000 members state-
wide and as part of a
nationwide network of
5.8 million Farm Bureau
members. *
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Fentanyl Pills

fentanyl and how to prevent overdoses and deaths. This effort will provide critical information
about fentanyl and life-saving tools such as naloxone. Photo DEA.gov

Office of Governor Gavin Newsom
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Continuing an
enhanced focus in 2025 to combat the
scourge of illegal fentanyl trafficking, the
California National Guard (CalGuard)
seized 1,045 pounds and more than 650,000
pills containing fentanyl, with a street valu-
ation of more than $6.8 million, in January
and February.

Through its Counter Drug Task Force
operations, the Cal Guard Task Force mem-
bers have been strategically deployed
statewide, including at ports of entry, to
combat transnational criminal organizations
and trafficking illegal narcotics like fen-
tanyl, in support of federal, state, and local
law enforcement partners.

“By disrupting the trafficking of the 1,045
pounds of fentanyl so far this year, Cal
Guard’s Counter Drug Task Force contin-
ues to save countless lives across our state.
cannot thank them enough for their support
in keeping deadly fentanyl out of our com-
munities,” said Governor Gavin Newsom.

Service members helped confiscate
488 pounds of powder-laced fentanyl and
331,069 pills of this dangerous drug in
February, adding to the efforts in January.

In addition, Cal Guard service mem-
bers continue to transform drug prevention
in elementary, middle, and high schools
statewide through the Task Force’s Drug
Demand Reduction Outreach program.
Since October 2024, servicemembers visited
112 schools across the state and engaged
with 57,442 students. By conducting in-per-
son outreach and understanding students’
beliefs about their own health using a Health
Belief Model, Cal Guard is implementing an
impactful initiative in the fight against opi-
oid abuse.

Latest laboratory testing from the fed-
eral Drug Enforcement Agency indicates
five out of 10 pills tested in 2024 contain a
potentially deadly dose of fentanyl, which is
down from seven of 10 pills in 2023.

In 2024, Governor Newsom doubled
down on the deployment of the Cal Guard’s
Counterdrug Task Force by more than
doubling the number of service members
supporting fentanyl interdiction and seizing
other drugs at California ports of entry to
nearly 400. Fentanyl is primarily smuggled
into the country by U.S. citizens through
ports of entry.

Cal Guard’s coordinated drug interdic-
tion efforts in the state are funded in part by

California’s $60 million investment over
four years to expand Cal Guard’s work to
prevent drug trafficking by transnational
criminal organizations. This adds to the
governor’s efforts to address fentanyl within
California, including by cracking down on
fentanyl in communities across the state.

The state has launched various initiatives
in recent years to combat illicit opioids
through the governor’s master plan for tack-
ling the fentanyl and opioid crisis, which
provides a comprehensive framework to
support overdose prevention efforts, hold
the opioid pharmaceutical industry account-
able, crack down on drug trafficking, and
raise awareness about the dangers of opi-
oids like fentanyl.

Recently, through funding designated
by the governor in the 2022-23 bud-
get to develop the Fentanyl Enforcement
Program, the Department of Justice recently
announced a significant fentanyl bust worth
$55 million and leading to the arrest of
three major fentanyl traffickers.

The Campus Opioid Act, signed by
Newsom in 2022, requires that every pub-
lic college campus in California distribute a
federally-approved opioid overdose reversal
medication, such as naloxone, and include
information about opioid overdoses in
their orientation process. Building on this
effort, the governor last year signed AB
2429, requiring that fentanyl education be
included in high school health classes start-
ing in the 2026-27 school year.

Serving as a one-stop tool for
Californians seeking resources for preven-
tion and treatment, the website opioids.
ca.gov provides information on how
California is working to hold big pharma
and drug traffickers accountable in this
crisis.

The public education campaign Facts
Fight Fentanyl informs Californians about
the dangers of fentanyl and how to prevent
overdoses and deaths. This effort will pro-
vide critical information about fentanyl and
life-saving tools such as naloxone.

Through the Naloxone Distribution
Project (NDP), over-the-counter CalRx,
branded naloxone, is now available across
the state. The CalRx-branded over the
counter naloxone HCL nasal spray, 4 mg,
is available for free to eligible organiza-
tions through the state and for sale for $24
per twin-pack through Amneal. Since 2018,
there have been more than 334,000 rever-
sals reported from Naloxone Distribution
Project since 2018. *



