
Story and photos 
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Drawn 
by sunny skies, families flocked to 
Stonehouse Park on April 19 for the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt and Family 
Picnic.

It was a happy contrast to the 
past two years when rainy weather 

dampened the beloved event spon-
sored by the Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta.

Kiwanian Cookie Whalen, who 
organized the event, said the weather 
this year couldn’t have been better, 
which helped draw the largest turnout 
ever: approximately 450 attendees, 
including kids, parents, grandparents 
and a dozen well-behaved dogs.

The day’s highlight was the Easter 

Egg Hunt, divided into three age 
groups for children ages 2 to 10. 
The event also featured photo ops 
with the Easter Bunny, a petting zoo, 
Easter-themed crafts, glitter tattoos, 
a Rancho Murieta Dance Company 
performance, and refreshments 
including popcorn, juice and water.

The East  Division of  the 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office 

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- A rift between Rancho 
Mur ie t a  Assoc ia t ion 
Director Danny Carrillo 
and the rest of the board 
emerged during a conten-
tious meeting on April 15.

Carrillo said that the 
board had excluded him 
from the executive sessions 
in an email to supporters 
before the meeting and in 
a statement read during 
the public comments at the 
open session. 

“Since February, I have 
been entirely removed 
from these critical discus-
sions despite continuing 
to serve as a duly elected 
director,” Carrillo said.

Carrillo said he was 
first accused of disclosing 
confidential information 
from an executive session 
two years ago and, more 
recently, of threatening to 
do so again. He categori-
cally denied ever sharing 
confidential details but 

acknowledged that he has 
argued behind closed doors 
for specific issues to be 
discussed in open sessions 
to promote transparency.

A dozen supporters of 
Carrillo attended the meet-
ing and three spoke to 
express their concerns. 
Among them was 

Nelly Bloom, who said that 
she was troubled that the 
community had not been 
informed about the change 
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Rancho Murieta Association Director Danny Carrillo explains that other board members are 
excluding him from executive sessions. He was speaking at the April 15 board meeting. 

Egg Hunters Flock to Stonehouse Park

Children dash for eggs at the annual Easter Egg Hunt and Family Picnic hosted by the Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta on April 
19 at Stonehouse Park.

RMA Board Rift Emerges  
at Contentious Meeting

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Although past-due audits 
have been delayed, fix-
ing the accounting so they 
could happen has resulted 
in the recovery of $623,000 
for the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District.

Mark Matulich, director 
of finance and adminis-
tration, shared the news 
during his report on the 
state of accounting at the 
Finance Committee meet-
ing held on April 10.

Matu l i ch  sa id  the 
amounts owed to the dis-
trict that the staff identified 
and collected during this 
period were as follows.

U n p a i d  d e v e l o p e r 
deposit  fees total ing 
$142,000. “If we hadn’t 
looked into this, the dis-
trict would have just 
eaten this,” Matulich 
said. These deposits help 
ensure the district recov-
ers costs during the review 
and inspection of new 
development.

Unpaid security impact 
fees totaling $125,000. 
They are required when 
developers connect to 
the water system to help 
pay for security capital 
improvements. The fee of 
$1,200 per lot “was com-
pletely forgotten about,” he 
said.

Past-due and unpaid 
utility bills totaling more 
than $100,000 “that peo-
ple just didn’t pay.” This 
included 40 homes that had 
never been set up with dis-
trict accounts and, in one 
case, went unbilled for 14 
months.

Water treatment plant 
reimbursements totaling 
$256,000. “You may have 
heard these referred to as 
previously funded infra-
structure,” he said. The 
reimbursements came 
from The Retreats and 
Riverview subdivisions.

Noting that the total 
r e a c h e d  $ 6 2 3 , 0 0 0 , 
Matulich said the staff 
was able to recover the 
funds “because we took 
the time to understand 
how critically important it 
was to learn how the dis-
trict operates, to identify 
the problem areas, and to 
do the work … in fixing 

CSD Financial 
Overhaul 
Recovers 

$623,000 in 
15 Months

NEW GM COMES 
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The community’s perim-
eter emerged as a common 
thread in three key reports 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meeting 
on April 15.

Greg Pryor, president of 
the Rancho Murieta Fire 
Safe Council, renewed 
his call to automate the 
Escuela Gate during evac-
uations and apologized for 
coming on too strong at 
previous meetings.

Traffic Engineer John 
Long provided an update 
on a CALTRANS grant to 
fund a study to improve 
Jackson Highway. The 
goal is to enhance emer-
gency evacuation routes 
from Rancho Murieta and 
ensure better access for 
emergency vehicles during 
heavy flooding.

D i r e c t o r  C h r i s 
Childs, the chair of the 
Perimeter Security Ad 
Hoc Committee, reported 
that the group has identi-
fied serious vulnerabilities 
along the gated commu-
nity’s boundaries. He also 
commended a Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Serv ices  off icer  for 
stopping a trespasser 
attempting to fish at 
Laguna Joaquin.

The most significant 
development was the pub-
lic disclosure of a rift 
between Director Danny 
Carrillo and the rest of 
the board. (See the sepa-
rate story on Page 1 of this 
issue.) 

Escuela Gate 
Automation

As president of the Fire 
Safe Council, Greg Pryor 
has spent years advocating 
for the automation of the 
Escuela Gate and the Bent 
Grass Court gates so they 
can be opened along with 
the two main gates during 
emergency evacuations. 
In his most recent presen-
tation to RMA in January, 
Pryor focused solely on 
the Escuela Gate. That 
shift occurred because the 
Fire Safe Council decided 
to seek approval to auto-
mate the Bent Grass gates 
from the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District (CSD), which 
owns them. The CSD 
Board has not yet dis-
cussed the proposal.

Speaking during pub-
lic comments at the April 
meeting, Pryor opened 
with an apology. He 
explained that his passion 
about the gate and safety 
issues came from his role 
as president of the Fire 
Safe Council and his back-
ground as a former fire 
captain, but he acknowl-
edged that his approach 
m a y  h a v e  s t r a i n e d 

communication with the 
board.

“I’ve probably come on 
pretty strong, and I apol-
ogize for that,” he said. “I 
believe we have accom-
plished a lot together.”

Pryor also apologized for 
insisting that the board had 
voted to fund the gate but 
failed to follow through. 
After further research, 
he realized he had been 
mistaken.

Pryor highlighted several 
community accomplish-
ments in fuel mitigation 
and fire safety, including 
securing a $4.4 million 
ladder fuel reduction grant, 
establishing a shaded 
fuel break on Scott Road, 
achieving the FireWise 
Community designation—
which has helped lower 
insurance premiums—and 
obtaining a CALTRANS 
grant to study ways to 
improve evacuation routes 
along Jackson Highway.

Pryor said if communi-
cation could be opened and 
the gate automated in the 
next year, “I want to say 
to the community and the 
board that I will person-
ally pay for the automation 
of Escuela Gate because I 
really believe in it.”

Pryor also provided 
each director with a hand-
out: a copy of the minutes 
from a stakeholders meet-
ing convened last year by 
former Supervisor Sue 
Frost to focus on automat-
ing the remote gates for 
evacuation. 

“We had the chief and a 
fire marshal in the stake-
holder group, who agreed 
this was a real issue,” 
Pryor said. “Their conclu-
sion was that it was the 

best idea that anyone could 
come up with, and they 
said they wouldn’t stand 
in the way of us getting it 
done.”

Two audience mem-
bers, Patrick and Marji 
Salo, also advocated for 
the automation of Escuela 
Gate.

CALTRANS Grant
John Long, a retired 

engineer, updated the board 
on a CALTRANS grant 
obtained by Sacramento 
County that will fund a 
study to improve Jackson 
Highway infrastructure. 
The goal is to make it 
safer and more accessible 
during wildfires or flood-
ing emergencies.

The impetus for the 
grant was the extensive 
flooding during the 2023 
New Year’s storm, which 
temporarily cut off access 
to Rancho Murieta. In 
response, three Rancho 
Murieta residents affil-
iated with the Fire Safe 
Counci l—John Long, 
Greg Pryor and John 
Merchant—began confer-
ring with former County 
Supervisor Sue Frost. She 
and Merchant put together 
a bus tour for county staff 
and elected officials to 
view the flood-prone areas 
firsthand, followed by a 
roundtable meeting a few 
days later that included 
representatives from law 
enforcement, fire services 
and CALTRANS.

Long said the partici-
pating Sacramento County 
staff recognized the criti-
cal safety concerns about 
evacuating during a wild-
fire and ensuring Jackson 
Highway remains open 

during floods so emer-
gency vehicles can access 
the community. As a result, 
they decided to pursue 
grant funding to address 
both issues, with Long 
assisting in the application 
process.

“Our application con-
vinced CALTRANS of 
these safety risks, and they 
awarded the county a grant 
last summer,” Long said.

However, CALTRANS 
took some time to pro-
cess the grant, which 
delayed the county’s abil-
ity to go out to bid until 
February. A consultant has 
been selected to conduct 
the study, and the county 
is expected to sign a con-
tract soon. Long added 
that he will serve as a vol-
unteer advisor for the 
project, which will evalu-
ate Jackson Highway from 
the Amador County line to 
Grant Line Road. The final 
product will be a compre-
hensive plan presented to 
the Sacramento County 
Board of Supervisors for 
approval.

“The important out-
comes I see from this effort 
is, one, we will know how 
long it will take this com-
munity to evacuate under 
various scenarios, and two, 
it should lead to an agree-
ment with CALTRANS on 
a set of needed improve-
ments to their highway,” 
Long said. 

Long told the board he 
attended the meeting to 
give them a heads-up. 

“Probably  by next 
month, the RMA will be 
asked by the county or its 
consultants to participate 
in this important study,” he 
said.

Perimeter Security
Director Chris Childs, 

chair of the Perimeter 
S e c u r i t y  A d  H o c 
Committee, reported on 
the group’s activities, 
including a field survey of 
the community’s western 
boundary. He described 
walking through wet grass 
and marshlands while 
wearing safety vests to 
assess security risks.

During the walk, the 
committee identified a 
significant vulnerability 
in the northwest corner 
of the community, where 
there is no fence and indi-
viduals can easily enter 
from Stonehouse Road. 
Childs also noted that they 
observed a mountain biker 
effortlessly crossing the 
fence near a radio tower—
indicating unauthorized 
access to the community.

Chi lds  emphas ized 
that the perimeter secu-
rity vulnerabilities are 
“staggering” and said 
the committee is actively 
working on potential 
solutions. That effort 
will include collaborat-
ing with Mark Parsons, 
RMA’s  a rch i t ec tu ra l 
review manager, to clar-
ify property ownership and 
maintenance responsibili-
ties along the boundary.

He added that the com-
mittee plans to present 
“really substantive sug-
gestions” for the board to 
consider and their associ-
ated budget impacts. 

“I think we owe it to 
the residents to make this 
place as safe as we can,” he 
concluded.

Childs also shared a 
story about a trespasser 
who was caught in the 

act, thanks to the quick 
response of a CSD security 
officer. Childs was waiting 
at the signal to turn onto 
Murieta Parkway when he 
noticed a pedestrian in the 
crosswalk carrying two 
fishing poles and pulling 
a Yeti cooler stacked with 
two tackle boxes.

A CSD security offi-
cer approached the man as 
he ducked under the trees 
and attempted to enter 
through the Lago Drive 
gate. When Childs identi-
fied himself to the officer a 
short time later, he learned 
the man was not a resident 
but claimed he was meet-
ing someone at Laguna 
Joaquin. He couldn’t pro-
vide a name but attempted 
to call someone. The offi-
cer told Childs he would 
wait to confirm the res-
ident’s identity if one 
showed up—or escort the 
trespasser out of the com-
munity if not.

Childs praised the offi-
cer’s conduct. 

“I would like to com-
mend the CSD Security 
Department for doing a 
really good job,” he said.

Other Business
During his  general 

manager’s report, Rod 
Hart  announced that 
Tractor Supply will host 
the National Wildfire 
Community Preparedness 
Day event on May 3 from 
noon to 3 p.m. He empha-
sized the importance of 
resident part icipation 
in helping to maintain 
Rancho Murieta’s FireWise 
Community certification, 
which has contributed to 
reduced insurance premi-
ums. Hart noted that first 
responders, the Fire Safe 
Council and other key 
stakeholders will partici-
pate in the event.

D i r e c t o r  D a n n y 
Carrillo, chair of the 
Communications Com-
mittee, reported that his 
group is still working to 
obtain a Meta Verification 
subscription, which would 
enhance RMA’s visibil-
ity on its website and 
Facebook page. 

“We are still on the 
waiting list,” he said. 
“Evidently, it is a popular 
feature.”

Board President Pat 
O’Hern, who chairs the 
Maintenance Committee, 
reported that the Pickleball 
Club has approached RMA 
requesting three additional 
courts. He also noted that 
the Entertainment, Theatre, 
and Culture Committee 
(ETC) is seeking more 
concrete work at the Lake 
Clementia Amphitheater.

Director John Haviland, 
chair of the Recreation 
Committee, said the spray 
park will open May 24 and 
that planning is underway 
for July 4 celebrations. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. H

RMA Board Discusses Perimeter Security

Greg Pryor, president of the Rancho Murieta Fire Safe Council, distributes a handout at the Rancho Murieta Association Board 
meeting on April 15, renewing his request that the board approve the automation of Escuela Gate for emergency use only.

Retired traffic engineer John Long 
updates the board on a CALTRANS 
grant awarded to study improvements 
to Jackson Highway to enhance fire 
evacuation routes and maintain access 
during flooding events.

Greg Pryor apologizes for coming on 
too strong at previous board meetings, 
acknowledging that his passion for fire 
safety may have affected communication 
with the board.

Director Chris Childs, who chairs the 
subcommittee investigating the security 
of the community’s perimeter, praised 
the actions of a CSD security officer for 
professionally handling a trespassing 
incident near the Lago Drive gate.
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(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

sent a team of depu-
ties and volunteers to the 
event, with badges proving 
their most popular give-
away. Firefighters from the 
Sacramento Metropolitan 
Fire District also took part, 
handing out stickers beside 
their fire trucks.

Rancho Murieta disc 
jockey Chris Perris pro-
vided the musical backdrop 
and kept the event run-
ning smoothly with timely 
announcements.

New this year was a 
separate, unannounced 
egg hunt for children 
with autism. Whalen said 
a small group of fami-
lies reached out because 
their children wanted to 
participate but would be 
overwhelmed by the noise, 
excitement and the “big, 
scary Easter Bunny.”

 As a result, “We decided 
to do a smaller, quieter egg 
hunt off to the side,” she 
explained.

Between 10 and 12 chil-
dren participated. 

Two youth groups filled 
the plastic eggs with stick-
ers and candy ahead of 
the event: the K-Kids 
Club at Cosumnes River 
Elementary School and the 
Rancho Murieta Key Club 
made up of high school 
students. “It took them a 
good month after school 
and on the weekends to 
stuff 4,500 eggs,” Whalen 
reported. “It was a huge, 
huge job.”

Key Club member 
Desiree Ntale volunteered 
to be the Easter Bunny, 
posing for family portraits 
before a balloon backdrop 
and kicking off each egg 
hunt. 

“The kids just loved 
the Easter Bunny and the 
animals from the farm 
in Wilton (at the petting 

zoo),” Whalen said.
Key Club members also 

pitched in on the event day, 

distributing eggs before 
and between each hunt, 
collecting emptied eggs 

and assisting the approx-
imately 20 Kiwanians 
staffing the event. Scouts 

from Troop 633 also sup-
ported the Kiwanians with 
setup and takedown.

Whalen also praised 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Association Maintenance 
Department, saying they 
had been “absolutely fab-
ulous” in handling the 
canopies and other heavy 
lifting.

Whalen said it took a 
small army of volunteers to 
plan and execute the event, 
but they had a lot of fun 
along the way. 

“It was all about the kids 
and the families and bring-
ing them together,” she 
said. 

See additional photos at 
therivervalleytimes.com.  H

Egg Hunters Flock to Stonehouse Park
Continued from page 1

Violet Lynch, left, Evan Lynch, Samuel Lee and Henry Lynch pose for a photo with the Easter 
Bunny (Desiree Ntale).

Antonio Chavez shares his Easter candy with his sister, Debahny Chavez.

Payton Gray is all smiles at the petting zoo.

The Murieta Dance Company’s Mini Competition team 
performs “Butterfly Fly Away” by Miley Cyrus.

Spencer Apland beams as his son JoJo shows off the bunny 
mask he assembled at the craft booth.
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Story and photo 
by Gail Bullen  
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District 
Board discussed a range of topics at its 
April 16 meeting, but none were fraught, 
like some issues at past meetings.

The highlight of the meeting was the 
board’s recognition of Ron Greenfield, 
who has retired as the district’s utility 
supervisor. Other topics included a water 
bill complaint, Cal Waste rate adjust-
ments, proposed Capital Improvement 
Projects for the 2025=26 fiscal year bud-
get, a repair at the Water Treatment Plant 
and an ordinance raising barcode sticker 
fees. Two residents also objected to the 
draft Integrated Water Master Plan.

Three key figures were absent from the 
meeting, including Board President Steve 
Booth, who has informed the district he 
will not be attending meetings for the time 
being. (See the story in the April 11 issue 
or online at therivervalleytimes.com.) 
Also absent were Director of Finance 
and Administration Mark Matulich and 
Director of Operations Eric Houston, both 
out sick.

Ron Greenfield 
Ron Greenfield was honored at the 

board meeting for his 11 years of ser-
vice to the Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District. The board approved a 
resolution recognizing his contributions 
as utilities supervisor. Greenfield told 
the board he plans to spend his first six 
months of retirement “chilling, traveling 
and fishing.”

Board members and staff congratulated 
him, with Director Linda Butler noting 
that he already looked younger, and add-
ing that the “ladies in the front office” all 
agreed.

Water Bill Complaint
During public comments, resident 

Kristie Wagner addressed the board about 
an issue with her water bill that she had 
been trying to resolve for months. Wagner 
explained that when she purchased a home 
on Colina Lane in July 2022, the district 
failed to record the change in ownership 
and did not send her any water bills. She 
only became aware of the problem in 
July—after her tenant moved out—when 
she received an unbilled account notice for 
$4,656.

Wagner said the situation resulted from 
the district’s failure to follow its policies, 
including failing to record the deed trans-
fer, issuing monthly bills or shutting off 
water for non-payment. 

She told the board that if those pro-
cedures had been followed, she would 
have known about the billing issue much 
sooner. She asked for the board’s help in 
resolving the matter.

Deb Brittain, a real estate agent, also 
addressed the board, pointing out that 
Wagner had omitted a key detail: She was 
selling the Colina Lane property, with 
escrow scheduled to close the following 
day. 

Brittain proposed transferring the out-
standing water bill to Wagner’s current 

Rancho Murieta residence to avoid delay-
ing the property sale. She explained that 
this approach would allow the sale to 
proceed while giving the board time to 
resolve the billing issue. The board, partic-
ularly Director Tim Maybee, agreed with 
the proposal, as did Wagner and District 
Counsel Patrick Enright. General Manager 
Mimi Morris was directed to confirm the 
arrangement with the title company the 
following day.

Cal Waste
Also, during public comments, resi-

dent and former Board Member Betty 
Ferraro raised concerns about the Cal 
Waste green waste contract and pro-
posed rate increases. She referenced a 
prior notification indicating residents 
would no longer place household green 
waste in their containers and would 
receive a credit. However, she said she 
had not seen any such credit applied and 
was troubled to see Cal Waste request-
ing a budget increase. Ferraro questioned 
whether the credit issue had been resolved 
and why rates were increasing, express-
ing frustration that the community might 
end up “holding the bag” for Cal Waste’s 
mistakes.

Morris explained that SB 1383 intro-
duced significant challenges for waste 
haulers by requiring stricter organic waste 
separation and limiting disposal options. 
These new regulations have made it more 
expensive for haulers to manage waste, 
contributing to rising costs. 

She noted that while the district had ini-
tially hoped to reduce expenses through a 
low-population waiver, the actual savings 
were minimal. Morris added that the dis-
trict is exploring alternatives, such as local 
composting, so Cal Waste doesn’t have 
to transport green waste to Yolo County. 
Still, any potential cost savings from such 
efforts are limited.

Regarding the proposed rate increase 
for the upcoming year, Morris said the 
company’s contract with the district 
includes an annual rate adjustment tied to 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI). It is an 

escalator to help the service provider keep 
pace with inflation.

Cal Waste owner Rudy Vaccarezza said 
they are committed to working with the 
district to find the best path forward and 
are willing to help navigate the complexi-
ties of the new regulations. He also noted 
that the district received a waiver from 
conducting route audits (trash policing) 
and said Cal Waste is now seeking direc-
tion from the board on the desired level of 
service going forward.

Capital Improvements Projects
During her review of the proposed 

2025-26 fiscal year budget, General 
Manager Mimi Morris presented a list of 
proposed Capital Improvement Projects 
(CIP) totaling approximately $5 mil-
lion, all of which would be funded from 
reserves. Director Randy Jenco expressed 
concern that the $5 million figure was too 
high, noting the district is only contribut-
ing $2.6 million to reserves next year. He 
recommended shifting the CIP discussion 
to the Improvements Committee to priori-
tize projects and reduce overall costs. The 
board appeared to support his suggestion.

Infrastructure Repairs 
Plant Supervisor Travis Bohannon, fill-

ing in for Director of Operations Eric 
Houston, briefed the board on two repair 
projects. He explained that during a sched-
uled rehabilitation at Water Treatment 
Plant 2, removing media from the fil-
ter bed revealed several additional issues 
requiring repair. He recommended com-
pleting the work now to avoid repeating 
the process later, and the board approved 
an updated repair cost of $75,000. 
Bohannon also reported that repairs to the 
Alameda Lift Station have been postponed 
until winter to minimize disruption to the 
Rancho Murieta Country Club during 
peak play and to avoid the $15,000 cost of 
providing portable toilets on site.

Integrated Water Master Plan
Two residents raised concerns about the 

draft of the Integrated Water Master Plan 

(IWMP), with Tom Harry speaking during 
public comments and Janis Eckard sub-
mitting a written letter.

Harry strongly opposed a proposed 
alternative that suggested existing 
residents should conserve water to accom-
modate future development. He urged 
the board to remove that option from the 
plan, arguing that conservation by current 
residents should not be used to support 
growth. 

He also noted that although developers 
recently withdrew plans for the villages 
near the back lakes, the land remains 
developable and should still be factored 
into water supply planning.

In her letter, longtime community advo-
cate Janis Eckard emphasized that neither 
she nor Save Our Lakes & Open Spaces is 
anti-development. 

“But I am anti-running out of water,” 
she wrote. Eckard stressed the importance 
of correcting the draft IWMP to “deter-
mine once and for all how many homes 
could be supported by the existing water 
supply.”

Insurance 
Morris informed the board that staff is 

exploring ways to reduce insurance costs, 
including reconsidering a specialized pol-
icy for the dams, which has risen from 
$11,000 to $47,000. 

She said Houston was comfortable not 
purchasing the policy, citing the mini-
mal risk of catastrophic failure associated 
with earthen dams. The board directed that 
Houston provide additional context on the 
condition of the dams and potential risks 
at a future meeting.

Barcode Ordinance
The board waived the first reading on 

a do-over ordinance that imposes a new 
fee of $10 per vehicle for barcode stick-
ers. The ordinance will be brought back 
in May for final adoption. The board held 
the first reading on the same ordinance in 
December but didn’t complete the process 
because of some community objections. 

The renewal fee will first appear on the 
June monthly service bill sent around July 
1 and then annually on the January 1 bill.

Other Business
The board also discussed the need 

to maintain an inventory of emergency 
replacement parts, particularly for the 
aging steel pipe beneath Lake Clementia. 
Bohannon noted that purchasing spare 
pipe sections can be costly: around 
$30,000 to $40,000 for 20-foot segments. 
Directors Jenco and Maybee suggested 
keeping some critical parts in stock to 
enable quick repairs when needed.

Morris also reported on recent repairs 
to the Cosumnes Irrigation Association 
(CIA) Ditch, which totaled $75,000, with 
the district responsible for one-third of the 
cost. 

The work included applying Gunite to 
a section of the ditch, removing trees and 
addressing additional issues uncovered 
during a recent post-storm inspection.

The board also approved a revised job 
description for the utility supervisor. 

This story is online at therivervalley-
times.com. H

Retirement, Water Bills, Barcodes are CSD Topics

Director John Merchant, right, reads a resolution recognizing Ron Greenfield, who is retiring 
after 11 years as the utility supervisor for the Rancho Murieta Community Services District. The 
brief ceremony took place at the April 16 board meeting. 

Senate Debates Adding an Official State Snake
By MPG Staff

 
SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- According to the offi-
cial news release from 
State Sen. Roger Niello’s 
office, the Governmental 
Organization Committee 
passed Senate Bill 765 on 
April 8. The bill estab-
lishes the giant garter 
snake (Thamnophis gigas) 
as the official state snake.

Currently, California 
does not have an official 
state snake. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
California State Library 
website, California does 
have a plethora of other 
official state symbols. For 
example, the state bird is 
the California quail, the 
state fabric is denim, and 
the state fish is the golden 
trout. 

Many obscure symbols 
make the State Library 
list, like folk dance, fossil, 
lichen and mushroom, but 
no snake currently makes 
that list.

Senate Bill 756 proposes 
to correct the oversight.

 The official news release 
from Senator Niello’s 
office states:

The giant garter snake 

was listed as threatened 
in California in 1971 and 
federally recognized as 
threatened in 1993. Its pop-
ulation has declined by 
more than 90% in the past 
century. 

Since then, there have 
been conservatory efforts 
in support of the snake 

in the wetlands and rice 
fields.

“Found in wetlands 
across the state, the giant 
garter snake is an essential 
part of our natural heritage 
and helps keep the bal-
ance in the environment,” 
said Sen. Roger Niello, the 
author of Senate Bill 765. 

“I am proud to be part of 
the effort to make the giant 
garter snake the official 
snake and raise awareness 
about its important role in 
our state’s environment 
and agriculture.”

 Michael Starkey, the 
Founder and Executive 
Director of Save The 

Snakes, said, “Designating 
the giant garter snake as 
California's official State 
Snake is more than a sym-
bolic gesture; it's a crucial 
step in raising awareness 
about this vulnerable spe-
cies and its vital role in 
our state's ecosystems.” 
He cont inued,  “This 

designation will amplify 
conservation efforts, fos-
tering public education and 
ensuring the protection of 
this unique and ecologi-
cally significant reptile for 
generations to come. It’s 
a chance to highlight the 
importance of wetlands 
and the delicate balance of 
nature within California.”

C a l i f o r n i a  R i c e 
Commission President 
and CEO Tim Johnson 
expressed the commis-
sion’s support.

“ W i t h  9 5 %  o f 
California’s wetlands now 
gone, rice fields and the 
canals that feed them have 
become valuable habitat 
for the giant garter snake. 
Our farmers are working 
with researchers and water 
districts to understand how 
our fields can provide even 
more habitat to this iconic 
species.”

 Senate Bill 765 now 
moves on to the Senate 
Floor.

E l e c t e d  i n  2 0 2 2 , 
Senator Niello represents 
California Senate District 
6, which covers portions 
of Placer and Sacramento 
counties.  H

Senate Bill 765, introduced by State Sen. Roger Niello, would establish the giant garter snake as the official state snake of 
California. Photo by Brian Hansen, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

There are the times in the life of an NBA 
city, when sadness becomes an almost 
overwhelming reality. For some it is a dif-
ferent emotion because as fans we come in 
all shapes and sizes. But for those of you 
that are simply angry, let me say to you 
that life is too short, and if anything, this 
franchise needs your positive energy more 
than your anger.

The person responsible for giving away 
Davion Mitchell and then trading away the 
heart of the franchise in DeAaron Fox, has 
been given his walking papers, and many 
would say rightfully so.

Yes, the Sacramento Kings have a new 
general manager, and his name is Scott 
Perry. Unlike his two predecessors, Perry 
comes to the Kings with a resume of 
experience.

Sacramento is not new to Scott Perry, 
as he spent a short stint as the Kings vice 
president of basketball operations in 2017. 
After only three months in the head offi  ce, 
Perry was hired by the New York Knicks 
as their general manager. 

Make no mistake about it, the posi-
tion of GM with any NBA club is a chess 
piece of invaluable proportion. Fortunately, 
Scott Perry comes with not only experi-
ence in his role, but NBA respect as well. 
This bodes well for a franchise in desperate 
need of a captain that can navigate a ship. 

Fans immediately wonder what Perry’s 
fi rst moves will look like, and will Doug 
Christie remain as the head coach of the 
Kings moving into the 2025/2026 sea-
son? Many believe the answer is yes, as
Vivek Radadive apparently holds Christie 
in high esteem.

Whether it’s choosing the coach or draft 
choices, the Kings owner has shown a pen-
chant for being centrally involved in all 
moves involving this team. He has been 
criticized for being too involved and has 
even been given credit for the decision to 
draft Marvin Bagley over Luka Doncic in 
the 2018 draft.

At the end of the day, virtually every 
owner has the fi nal decision as it relates to 
all moves, but the most successful organi-
zations know the value of the basketball 
minds they hire, and those people need to 
know they have a level of autonomy when 
it comes to decision making. In short, let 

people do the job they’ve been hired to do, 
and respect their ability to do it. 

Every NBA team has a culture, and as 
a new general manager walks in the door, 
that culture is about to change. 

What fans want and hope for, is a culture 
that not only fosters comradery and cogent 
decision making, but an environment that 
says loudly, “we know what we’re doing 
and we’re good at it.”

Poor decision making has robbed the 
Kings of a fi rst-round draft choice in the 
upcoming draft, so before Scott Perry 
sits down at his new desk, he will have 
to decide if he needs to reconcile a path-
way that includes a move that can secure 
a fi rst-round draft pick. Easier said than 
done, and there will need to be a player 
in this draft that makes a move like this 
necessary. 

NBA insiders say this draft is a better 
than average class, so this is not a good 
time to be sitting on the sideline. 

After making the playoff s just two sea-
sons ago, the Kings finished 40-42 this 
season, and many might say that it was 
overachieving considering the upheaval 
that was the 2024/2025 season. 

Without question, the team and the fans 
are looking for a steady hand that can 
create not just confidence, but genuine 
excitement as the 2025/2026 season begins.

I believe this is possible, and I want to 
give this new GM my utmost support as he 
steps in at a diffi  cult time and knows with-
out a doubt, he has a big job to do. 

Very soon Sacramento Kings fans will 
discover if players like Keegan Murray 
and even newcomer Zach Lavine have a 
future in a Kings uniform. 

Attempting to reassemble a team in mid-
season while making dramatic changes to 
the lineup proved too much the Sactown 
ballers, and this off season will be one of 
the most critical in many years.

Take a deep breath Kings fans but don’t 
lose hope. More changes are undoubtedly 
in the offi  ng, and shortly you will see if the 
experience that Scott Perry brings to this 
team will pay the dividends fans are pray-
ing for.

All the best!
Your thoughts are always welcome at 

vgharriskingsfan@gmail.com. 

When Should My Wife Claim 
Social Security?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My wife was 
born in July 1959, and her 
recent SS benefit estimate is 
$3,337 at her full retirement 
age, or $4,397 at age 70. She 
is presently employed full-
time and intends to continue 
working until she is aged 70. 
She is wondering when the 
most financially advanta-
geous time would be to draw 
her SS retirement. Signed: 
Planning Ahead 

Dear Planning Ahead: 
Obviously, the best time for 
your wife to get the high-
est possible monthly Social 
Security benefit would be 
age 70. Provided your wife’s 
life expectancy is at least 
average (about age 87 for a 
woman her current age), she 
will likely receive the most 
in cumulative lifetime Social 
Security benefits by waiting 
until age 70 to claim. 

For clarity, if your wife 
were to choose to claim 
before her full retirement 
age (FRA), her monthly 
amount would be less and 
she would be subject to 
Social Security’s Annual 
Earnings Test (AET), which 
limits how much she can 
earn before her FRA. If the 
AET is exceeded, SS will 
take away $1 for every $2 
her earnings are over the 
limit (they take away by 

withholding future benefits 
until the penalty is satis-
fied). The AET ($23,400 for 
2025 but changes yearly) 
is in effect until your wife 
reaches her full retire-
ment age of 66 years and 
10 months, after which she 
can earn as must as she likes 
without penalty. Since she 
plans to work full time until 
age 70, your wife should 
likely not claim Social 
Security before her FRA. As 
mentioned, claiming at age 
70 is probably a more pru-
dent financial option. 

Since your wife expects 
to continue working, she 
should also know that her 
estimated benefit will likely 
increase assuming her more 
recent earnings are among 
the highest over her life-
time. Social Security will 
review current year earn-
ings annually to see if her 
current earnings warrant a 
benefit increase (SS bene-
fits are always based on the 
highest 35 years of work 
earnings, and that includes 
earnings even after SS ben-
efit are started). Also, the 
estimates provided by SS do 
not include Cost of Living 
Adjustments (COLA) which 
typically occur annually. 
FYI, the average annual 
COLA increase over the 
past two decades has been 
about 2.5%. 

Based on her estimated 
FRA benefit, it is also evi-
dent that your wife will 
not get additional bene-
fits as your spouse. For 
that to occur, your ben-
efit at your FRA would 
need to be more than twice 
your wife’s FRA amount, 
which it likely is not. Thus, 
your wife should make her 
claiming decision based 

only on her own benefit 
opportunity, considering 
her personal financial needs 
and her life expectancy. 

F Y I ,  y o u r  w i f e ’s 
“breakeven age” – the age 
at which she will have col-
lected the same amount of 
SS money by claiming at 
age 70 vs. claiming at her 
full retirement age (FRA), is 
about 82 years of age. Thus, 
assuming her life expectancy 
is more than 82, it would be 
prudent to wait until age 70 
to claim Social Security.  

In the end, the “best” time 
to claim Social Security 
depends on a few factors 
– most notably, life expec-
tancy, and financial need. If 
the SS money isn’t urgently 
needed now, and your wife’s 
life expectancy is at least 
“average,” then it appears 
from what you’ve shared 
that her best choice would 
be to wait until age 70 to 
claim Social Security. If 
life circumstances change 
over the years, your wife 
can take comfort knowing 
that she can also claim her 
Social Security at any time 
before age 70 and she will 
get benefits right up to the 
month she claims. Note that 
by waiting until after her 
FRA to claim, she will earn 
Delayed Retirement Credits 
(DRCs) of .667% more ben-
efit for each month of delay 
(about 8% more for each 
year of delay). 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA).  H

Social Security Matters

Salmon Fishing Shutdown Marks 
a Grim Milestone

By Charlton H. Bonham
This week, a public federal process 

determined there will be no commercial 
salmon fishing off California’s coast for 
the third year in a row. It’s a grim mile-
stone for our state. 

While we will see some recreational 
ocean fishing, we’re at the low-water mark. 
With so few fish available, we know this 
won’t be enough to meet the demand of 
our state. That’s hard news in hard times.

Thirty years ago, the idea we would be 
implementing, yet alone discussing, these 
restrictions would have been unthink-
able. Back then, millions of salmon swam 
through the rivers of California every year. 
It was a bountiful, thriving species.

But last year, the number of adult salmon 
in the Sacramento Index, a critical measure 
of the Sacramento River salmon popula-
tion and an indicator of the overall health 
of California’s salmon, shrank to roughly 
100,000 fish. It’s a tiny fraction of salm-
on’s former might.

The reasons for the decline are numer-
ous and complicated. Decades of severe 
drought, climate disruption, water manage-
ment challenges and habitat loss threaten 
the future of salmon in California. The loss 
of salmon would wound California deeply.

Salmon are the basis of a multibil-
lion-dollar fishing economy that creates 
jobs across the state. They support thriving 
forests, rivers and floodplains and serve as 
one of the most popular seafood choices 
across the country. Salmon provide vital 
subsistence to numerous California tribes. 
Recreational salmon fishing trips form the 
basis of family legend and lore.

For the salmon lovers among us, these 
are dark times. But I see glimmers of hope.

Two weeks ago, the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife revealed 
the progress on California’s “Salmon 
Strategy for a Hotter, Drier Future.” It 
was an update on the strategy Gov. Gavin 
Newsom released last year, which out-
lined dozens of key action items the state 
must take to better support healthy salmon 
populations.

In the last year alone, state fish and 
wildlife and its partner agencies have 
made critical headway on nearly 70% of 
the action items set by Governor Gavin 
Newsom. Another 26% are already done.

California finished removing the 

outdated and obsolete Klamath River 
dams, allowing for a free-flowing river and 
access to cold-water habitats blocked for 
more than a century.

California’s initiative to fast-track 
approvals for salmon restoration projects 
led to the streamlining of more than 60 
important projects to support salmon pop-
ulations over the past year.

Fish and wildlife has also worked with 
the State Water Resources Control Board 
to develop flow recommendations in 
drought-prone watersheds like the Scott 
and Shasta rivers and Mill and Deer 
creeks. This ensures salmon populations 
have enough cold water to survive during 
dry periods.

Investments to expand and modern-
ize the state’s fish hatcheries, ensuring 
California is supporting the production of a 
resilient salmon population, have increased 
fall run production from state-operated 
hatcheries in the Central Valley by over 9.7 
million fish.

The state’s salmon strategy was 
designed for long-term salmon support. 
But we’re already seeing early benefits, 
some that even surprised fish and wildlife 
officials. Ten days after the final Klamath 
dam came down, state scientists spotted 
salmon swimming north of the dam sites 
into Oregon.

Experts originally estimated that would 
take 10 years.

Data shows that, while salmon num-
bers from 2024 are down, California saw 
the highest number of jacks (2-year-old 
fish) returning to the Central Valley since 
2019. Jacks are an important predictor of 
the number of adult salmon that will return 
to spawn the following year.

In Lagunitas Creek, there’s been a 60% 
increase in spawning of endangered Coho 
salmon. In Mendocino County, adult coho 
salmon returns have almost quadrupled 
their 15-year average.

To be clear, these wins are just the 
beginning. The road to reviving California 
salmon will be long. But these successes 
give me hope and the drive to keep fight-
ing for salmon.

This  commentary appeared on 
CalMatters.org on April 18, writ-
ten by Charlton H. Bonham, director of 
the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.  
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in representation.
Carrillo also read a pre-

pared statement about his 
exclusion from executive 
sessions and allegations of 
board misconduct. 

Carrillo asked the board 
for a brief recess at the 
close of public comments 
to allow his supporters 
to leave. Director Scott 
Adams interjected, say-
ing, “Hold on. Hold on,” 
and noted that the board 
had a response to Carrillo’s 
remarks.

Adams confirmed that 
the board had formed an 
executive session commit-
tee that excludes Carrillo, 
a decision made after more 
than a year and a half of 
consideration and with the 
advice of legal counsel. 

“We did so for legal rea-
sons that were explained to 
Director Carrillo,” Adams 
said, calling it the sec-
ond-most serious action 
a board can take against a 
director in California.

Director Chris Childs 
said the allegations made 
by Carrillo and audience 
members that night were 
both inaccurate and hurtful. 

“There’s no way for 
the board to correct these 
issues without disclosing 
confidential information, 
which really puts us in a 
predicament,” Childs said.

Audience Comments
Although Carrillo did 

not provide The River 
Valley Times with a copy 
of his email to support-
ers, audience member 
Dave Thomas read it 
aloud during the meeting. 
Thomas said the message 
left him deeply concerned 
and questioning what was 
happening. 

“Dear constituents, I’m 
reaching out to seek your 
support in my quest to 
ensure complete transpar-
ency regarding a significant 
financial matter that the 
board has selected to keep 
concealed,” Carrillo wrote 
in the email.

The email stated that 
Carrillo ordered the board 
to reconsider its decision 
“to exclude me from par-
ticipation in executive 
sessions as a consequence 
of my own unwavering 
dedication to unveiling the 
truth of this issue.” 

His email also thanked 
recipients for standing by 
him. 

After reading the mes-
sage, Thomas added, “I 
hope these issues, what-
ever they may be, will be 
discussed and resolved as 
soon as we can.”

Audience member Nellie 
Bloom spoke in support 
of Carrillo, noting that 
she has worked with him 

on the Communications 
Committee, which he 
chairs. 

“He listens, he wel-
comes differing opinions, 
he encourages thought-
ful dialogue and he offers 
workable  so lu t ions ,” 
Bloom said.

While  acknowledg -
ing that some breach had 
occurred two years earlier, 
Bloom said Carrillo wasn’t 
the source. 

“It appears to me that 
instead of resolving it, the 
problem has been exac-
erbated, that it remains 
unresolved and is now 
manifesting in secret board 
committees excluding 
Danny, personal attacks 
and a lack of accountabil-
ity,” Bloom said.

Audience member Don 
Ogden said he had two 
requests in response to 
Carrillo’s email. First, he 
submitted a formal records 
request seeking details 
about the confidential 
information that Carrillo 
was allegedly accused of 
disclosing.

Ogden, a member of 
the Governing Documents 
Committee chaired by 
Director Adams, also 
requested that the commit-
tee review the bylaws or 
governing documents at its 
next meeting to determine 
“what allows board mem-
bers to censure or exclude 
other board members from 
closed session.”

Carrillo’s Statement
After Carrillo left his 

board seat to speak at the 
podium, Board President 
Patrick O’Hern asked 
whether he intended to 
speak as a member of the 
public. Carrillo replied, 
“I’m taking the podium so 
I can see everybody’s face 
who I’m addressing.”

O’Hern reminded him 
that he was still a board 
member and, therefore, 
bound by all rules regard-
ing confidentiality. The 
two briefly sparred over 
whether Carrillo would be 
allowed more than three 
minutes to speak, with 
O’Hern ultimately tell-
ing him he could finish his 
remarks from his seat on 
the board.

In his written state-
ment, Carrillo said that 
he wanted to address con-
cerns he believed had a 
significant impact on the 
“health, transparency, and 
trust within the association 
as a whole.” He began by 
discussing his exclusion 
from executive session 
meetings, stating that his 
attempts to communicate 
with staff, the board and 
legal counsel had gone 
unanswered.

Carrillo said that about 

two years earlier, he had 
raised a concern about a 
board vote in an executive 
session, hoping the issue 
could be discussed openly. 
But, Carrillo said, his con-
cerns were dismissed. 

“Shortly afterward, I 
was accused of disclosing 
confidential information 
related to this issue, an 
allegation I categorically 
deny,” Carrillo said.

“What followed was 
a troubling pattern of 
m a rg i n a l i z a t i o n  a n d 
intimidation, including 
harassment directed at 
both myself and my wife,” 
Carrillo said.

More recently, Carrillo 
raised another concern 
about an issue he wanted 
discussed in an open ses-
sion. Carrillo said that his 
concerns were dismissed, 
followed by a second 
accusation that he had 
threatened to disclose con-
fidential information. 

“I have never done so,” 
Carrillo said.

The  board  quie t ly 
formed a committee to 
handle executive sessions 
and excluded him, accord-
ing to Carrillo. 

“To this day, no notice 
has been provided to the 
membership regarding this 
shift in representation,” 
Carrillo said. “That is a 
serious omission.”

Carrillo said it was 
time for the association 
“to adopt updated pol-
icies, enhance training, 
and recommit to transpar-
ency and open dialogue.” 
To support that effort, 
he proposed the for-
mation of a Leadership 
a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Improvement Committee.

The audience clapped 
after he finished.

Following the meet-
ing, Carrillo sent The 
River Valley Times a 
seven-page document out-
lining 10 suggestions for 
the committee’s focus and 
objectives.

Board Comments
Adams defended the 

board’s actions, confirming 

that the executive session 
committee was formed 
with the advice of legal 
counsel. 

“We did so for legal rea-
sons that were explained to 
Director Carrillo,” Adams 
said.

Adams described the 
board’s move as “the sec-
ond-most serious action” 
a board can take against 
a director but said it was 
“100% appropriate” in 
light of Carrillo’s actions.

The decision, Adams 
said, was “probably the 
most tempered, thought-
ful, deliberated action by 
the board” during his seven 
years as a director.

Adams emphasized that 
the board is prohibited 
from discussing certain 
matters in public, including 
legal, contractual, person-
nel and privacy issues. 

“I’ve never seen a sin-
gle item that we’ve talked 
about in executive session 
that shouldn’t have been 
talked about in executive 
session,” Adams said.

Adams added that the 
issue Carrillo raised had 
previously been addressed 
in the executive session. 

“It shouldn’t have been 
brought up but it is now 
and that is why I wanted to 
comment,” Adams said.

D i r e c t o r  C h i l d s 
expressed frustration with 
the allegations against the 
board, emphasizing that 
board members are vol-
unteers who work hard to 
serve the community. 

H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

accusations as “explo-
sive and incorrect” and 
explained that the board 
cannot defend itself with-
out disclosing confidential 
information.

“To have the things said 
that were said tonight are 
wildly inappropriate and 
completely inaccurate, and 
they actually break my 
heart because each of us 
has a duty, and we filled 
our duty with honesty and 
integrity,” Childs said.

Childs said that hear-
ing Carrillo question the 
board’s integrity again 
that night felt like he was 
“reliving a prior (open) 
meeting where he got up 
and accused us of collu-
sion, which is actually a 
crime, and of having a 
conflict of interest with 
developers, only to later 
come back and apologize 
to each of us.” 

Childs concluded by ask-
ing those in the audience 
and watching the video to 
“consider the character of 
the people who sit in front 
of you, willing to give of 
their own time, talents, 
energies and money for the 
community we value so 
very much.”

“ T o  h a v e  t h a t 
besmirched is frankly 
tragic,” Childs added. 
“And the fact that we 
can’t tell you every-
thing really only speaks 
to our integrity. It would 
be defamatory to Director 
Carrillo.”

When O’Hern asked 
for additional comments, 
Carrillo said he planned to 
bring his concerns to the 
board’s attorney. 

“I’m sure that once 
we get all that situated, 
there will be a whole new 
light shed on this issue,” 
Carrillo said.

Following the meeting, 
The River Valley Times 
asked Adams what he con-
sidered the most serious 
action a board could take 
against a director. 

“To me, the most seri-
ous action in California 
is removing the director 
through a court proceed-
ing under circumstances 
spelled out in our gov-
erning documents and/

or California law,” he 
emailed.

More Contention
Another dispute erupted 

l a t e r  when  Car r i l lo 
questioned a $49,350 
expenditure in the financial 
statements for refurbishing 
the Laguna Joaquin pump 
station. He suggested the 
cost seemed too low and 
noted that it still included a 
50-year-old tank.

General Manager Rod 
Hart responded that the 
tank is inspected annually. 

“We are not running 
a high-pressure system 
where you have some cat-
astrophic failure,” Hart  
said.

Carrillo said it was for-
tunate that the tank had 
lasted as long as it had. 
Hart  disagreed,  say-
ing it wasn’t luck but the 
result of regular mainte-
nance and two previous 
refurbishments.

When Carrillo asked 
whether a catastrophic 
failure could put employ-
ees at risk, Hart responded 
that he was insulted by the 
question. 

“There is nothing more 
important than the safety 
of not only our employees 
but our members,” Hart 
said.

Adams suggested that 
Carrillo’s line of question-
ing might be influenced by 
a potential conflict of inter-
est, noting that the Rancho 
Mur ie t a  Assoc ia t ion 
Maintenance Department 
employs Carrillo’s brother.

Carrillo acknowledged 
that his concern stemmed 
from his brother working 
in the department. 

“If there is any legal 
danger, something cata-
strophic happening, I want 
to make sure the commu-
nity is aware of it,” Carrillo 
said.

Ultimately, the board 
voted 6-1 to approve 
the financial statements. 
Carrillo cast the lone dis-
senting vote, saying he 
didn’t believe the project 
costs were “in line with 
reality.” 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com. H

RMA Board Rift Emerges  
at Contentious Meeting

Rancho Murieta Association Director Chris Childs defends 
the board’s actions and emphasizes the importance of 
maintaining confidentiality. 

Rancho Murieta Association Director Scott Adams explains 
that Director Danny Carrillo is being excluded for legal 
reasons. 

Continued from page 1

916-760-7227

 PAYROLL and 
HR Support 
 $299 a month

We specialize in small and 
mid-sized businesses. Offering 
comprehensive and intuitive 
payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP
HR COMPLIANCE

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

“There’s no way 
for the board to 
correct these 

issues without 
disclosing 

confidential 
information, which 
really puts us in a 

predicament."
— Rancho Murieta 

Association Director  
Chris Childs
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180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

NMLSR ID 479256

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Se Habla Español
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Find out what’s 
happening in  
your local area

Arrest Logs  
updated daily 
 

T H E R I V E R VA L L E Y T I M E S . C O M

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Of� ces Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law � rm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or visit gblegal.com    

$130 Million Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Of� ces of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Of� ce is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Kids Fishing Day 
Slated May 3

The Kiwanis Club of 
Rancho Murieta wil l 
host the 19th annual Joe 
Mazzoni, Sr. Memorial 
Kids Fishing Day—rain 
or shine—on Saturday, 
May 3, from 8 a.m. to noon 
at Lake Clementia. The 
event is open to children 
in kindergarten through 8th 
grade, with space for up to 
100 participants on a first-
come, first-served basis. A 
free hot dog lunch will be 
provided for participating 
children and their parents 
or guardians. Prizes will be 
awarded to the boy and girl 
who catch the biggest fish 
by weight.

P re - r eg i s t r a t i on  i s 
required, and parents or 
guardians must sign a lia-
bility waiver for their 
children to participate. 
To register, call (916) 
689-9669 and leave your 
contact number and the 
number of children attend-
ing; a representative will 
follow up to complete the 
registration. Please bring 
your own fishing gear; only 
a limited number of loaner 
sets will be available.

At 1 p.m., a memorial 
bench will be dedicated 
on the shore of Lake 
Clementia in honor of Joe 
Mazzoni, Sr., who founded 
and led Kids Fishing Day 
for 18 years before step-
ping down due to health 
reasons. The event stands 
as a tribute to Mazzoni’s 
dedication and lasting 
impact on the community.

Garden Club Slates 
Garden Stroll, Plant 

Sale May 10
The River Valley Garden 

Club’s popular Garden 
Stroll and Plant Sale 
returns to Rancho Murieta 
on Saturday, May 10, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., just in 
time for Mother’s Day. In 
addition to touring seven 
private gardens, visitors 
can enjoy a wide range of 
activities at the large plant 
sale in the RMA Building 
parking lot.

Shoppers can purchase 
plants and floral arrange-
ments perfect for Mother’s 

Day gifts, enter a raffle 
featuring garden-themed 
prizes, get advice from 
master gardeners, and 
bring children to take 
part in a fun educational 
activity.

The Garden Stroll high-
lights homes, which range 
from a park-like setting 
with established trees, 
ornamental bushes, and 
flowers to a backyard filled 
with 25-year-old plants 
and flowers and heir-
looms rich with nostalgia. 
Other gardens showcase 
raised beds for accessi-
ble vegetable gardens, 
while some demonstrate 
the use of perennials and 
annuals for container gar-
dening, hanging baskets 
and landscaping. 

E a c h  g a r d e n  w i l l 
feature a local artist dis-
playing pottery, jewelry 
making, wood turning, 
acrylic painting or pencil 
drawings.

Garden Stroll tickets 
are $25 and can be pur-
chased at Rancho Murieta 
Ace Hardware in advance 
or from the cashier at the 
plant sale on the day of the 
tour. For more information, 
call 916-730-7403. 

All proceeds raised from 
the event will support local 
community projects and 
college scholarships.

SOLOS Slates  
Spring Celebration 

April 27
Save Our Lakes & 

Open Spaces (SOLOS) 
invites all residents to a 
spring celebration at Lake 
Clementia from 4 to 6:30 
p.m. Sunday, April 27. 
The event will include 
grilled bratwurst with all 
the fixings, live music by 
the New Age Quintet, and 
lawn games such as bocce. 

Guests are encouraged to 
bring their own chairs and 
favorite beverages. Tickets 
are $20, with free admis-
sion for children 12 and 
under. Advance ticket pur-
chases are available at Ace 
Hardware and The Local 
Bean. 

For t icket  delivery 
within Rancho Murieta, 
email contact@soloarm.

org or call 916-595-1718.

RM Blood Drive  
at New Location  

on April 28
Vitalant will host its 

next Rancho Murieta 
Community blood drive at 
a new location on Monday, 
April 28 from noon to 6 
p.m. 

It will be held at the St. 
Vincent De Paul Catholic 
Church, 14673 Cantova 
Way. The sponsors are the 
Rancho Murieta Women’s 
Club and the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Appointments to donate 
can be made online at 
donors.vitalant.org by 
using blood drive code 
SMFM053 or by calling 
Vitalant at 877-258-4825. 
Walk-ins will be accom-
modated if space permits. 

Donors will be entered 
into a Vitalant drawing for 
a chance to win one out of 
two $10,000 gift cards. 

Donors also will receive 
a coupon for a free donut 
at the Local Bean Café and 
will be entered into a draw-
ing for a gift basket from 
Ace Hardware.  

Eat well and drink plenty 
of water prior to donating 
and please bring a photo 
ID. If you have eligibility 
questions call Vitalant at 
877-258-4825 or navigate 
to Vitalant.org. One dona-
tion can save more than 
one life. There is no sub-
stitute for blood that can 
only come from volunteer 
donors.

Emergency 
Preparedness Event 

Slated May 3
Tractor Supply will 

host the National Wildfire 
Community Preparedness 
Day event in its parking lot 
on Saturday, May 3 from 
noon to 3 p.m. The Rancho 
Murieta Fire Safe Council, 
first responders and other 
stakeholders will partici-
pate in the event.

Women’s Club Slates  
Fashion Show May 7

The Rancho Murieta 
Wo m e n ’s  C l u b  h a s 
slated “A Royal Tea 
Affair” fashion show 

on May 7.  Indulge in 
a  delicious lunch and 
breathtaking runway show 
featuring beautiful fash-
ion from Chico’s, White 
House, Black Market, 
T h e  C l o t h e s  M i n e , 
Cupola Rancho Murieta, 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Country Club Pro Shop, 
Tomorrow’s Heirloom, 
Soma and UBU. 

Attendees are asked 
to dress in hats, crowns, 
diamonds and high tea 
glamour. The cost is $45 
for women’s club mem-
bers and $55 for guests. 
The reservation deadline 
is April 25. If you have 
questions, call Barbara 
Armstrong at 916-541-
1884 or Vickie Joyner at 
916-531-3544.

Dillard Fair  
Slated May 10

Join us for our 4th 
Annual Dillard Fair on 
Saturday, May 10, from 10 
a.m. to 4 pm. at the Wilton 
Community Center and 
Dillard Elementary School. 

This year’s Dillard Fair 
is bigger and better with 
a new location and excit-
ing additions for all ages 
including a Car Show: all 
makes and models wel-
come; local vendors; and 
our Kids Entrepreneurial 
Fair to shop and support 
our local talent; a Touch-
a-Truck Experience; a Kid 
Zone with bounce house, 
face painting and free 
Mother’s Day crafts; a 
Pinewood Derby for some 
fun competition; and a 
high-energy Zumba class 
on stage. 

Enjoy music courtesy 
of Drew Gray Media and 
a Photo Booth,  thanks 
to Tracy Portrait Studio. 
Come get your free hot dog 
lunch provided by Dillard 
Store or grab a bite from 
the Taqueria El Ajihado 
and Hen House Coffee 
trucks. All proceeds bene-
fit the Wilton Community 
Center Non-Profit and 
future community events. 

Interested in being 
a vendor or volunteer? 
Contact Codi Craig at 
630.441.2082 or sales@
eternaliron.com. Want to 

show off your ride in the 
car show? Contact Mike 
Martin at 916.730.1506 or 
WiltonCarShow@yahoo.
com.

Wilton Farmers 
Market  

to Open May 17
A new Wilton Farmers 

Market is slated to open 
on May 17 at the Dillard 
Elementary School park-
ing lot.   The Sacramento 
County Service Area 4B 
Committee (CSA4B) and 
the Wilton Community 
Center Nonprofit are spon-
soring the new event. 

The market will run 
every Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to noon through the end 
of September. Local farm-
ers, bakers and artisans 
will offer a wide variety 
of goods, from seasonal 
fruits and vegetables to 
farm-fresh eggs, flowers, 
sourdough bread and hot 
fresh coffee. 

“We’re excited to pro-
vide a space where people 
can connect with their 
local growers and support 
small, local businesses,” 
said Market Manager 
Kelly Hines. “It’s about 
building a stronger, health-
ier community.” For more 
information and ven-
dor applications, email 
DillardFarmersMarket@
gmail.com.

Pickleball 
Tournament 

 Slated May 17
Join the Rancho Murieta 

Pickleball Club and local 
firefighters for a charity 
tournament benefiting the 
Firefighters Burn Institute 
on May 17 at Stonehouse 
Park. Registration closes 
May 14. Sign up at the 
courts or by emailing pban-
ducc33@gmail.com.

The entry fee is $50 per 
person or $75 with a com-
memorative t-shirt. The 
tournament will feature 8 
to 10 teams, each made up 
of four players, including 
one firefighter serving as 
team captain. All proceeds 
will go to the Firefighters 
Burn Institute. 

Not playing? You can 

still support the cause by 
donating through the club’s 
Venmo.

Village Trash  
& Treasures Sale 

Slated May 24
The Rancho Murieta 

Village Trash & Treasures 
sale will be held from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
May 24. The sale will take 
place at the clubhouse 
patio and in the driveways 
of Village residents. 

The cost to rent a table 
at the clubhouse is $20 
for residents and $25 for 
non-residents. Contact 
Nancy at 541-539-7078.

ETC Offers 
Scholarship 

 Essay Contest
Entertainment, Theatre 

& Culture for Rancho 
Murieta (ETC) is spon-
soring its annual essay 
contest for graduating high 
school seniors who live in 
Rancho Murieta North or 
South. The winner will be 
awarded a $2,000 scholar-
ship, which will go directly 
to the college, university 
or trade school she or he 
will attend in the Fall of 
2025 or Spring of 2026 for 
application toward tuition 
and fees. 

Essays must address one 
of three questions: 1. How 
have Technology, Artificial 
Intelligence, and social 
media influenced the Arts 
for the better or for the 
worse? 2. Discuss why you 
feel it is important to sup-
port Arts Education in the 
schools and the Arts in our 
Communities 3. Explain 
how Experiencing the Arts, 
dance, music, visual art, 
theater has made you a bet-
ter person. 

Essays must be 550 
to 600 words in length 
and entries must be post-
marked by May 30. The 
contest winner will be 
announced on July 26 at 
Lake Clementia amphithe-
ater prior to the concert. 
The application form with 
contest rules is available 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Association Building or by 
request at philan.etcrm@
gmail.com.  H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Paper Shredding Event –  Paper Shredding Event –  
Community Service & FundraiserCommunity Service & Fundraiser

Support Rancho 
Scouts Troop 633 & 
Protect Your Privacy!
Bring your personal documents and 
have them securely shredded on-site! 
Professional trucks – by Shred-IT

Date: Saturday, May 3, 2025
Time: 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Location: Rancho Murieta Association 
Parking Lot
Address: 7191 Rancho Murieta 
Parkway 
Cost: $10 per box (book size box or 
banker’s box) – remove batteries from 
boxes

For more info, contact Paul Miller 
(916) 212-9600
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Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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 - F

lor
in 
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99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

Real Estate

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Announcements

Autos Wanted

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY 
and suffered an infection due 
to use of a Bair Hugger (Blue 
Blanket), between 2020 and 
the present time, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 
attorney Charles H. Johnson 
(800) 535-5727 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to 
fund the SEARCH FOR MISS-
ING CHILDREN. FAST FREE 
PICKUP. 24 hour response. 
Running or not. Maximum 
Tax Deduction and No Emis-
sion Test Required! Call 24/7: 
1-877-434-6852  (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts! 
Recogida rápida y gratuita 
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas 
para ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su 
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7) 
 (Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today! 
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No  
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews 
#6258  (Cal-SCAN)

MS Hauling
•Junk Removal

•Garage Cleanouts
•Yard Debris

•E-Waste
Mention this ad and

receive 15% off!

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Junk Removal

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed

control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,

hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE 
Artificial Turf | Fencing 

Retaining Wall | Concrete 
Drainage | Irrigation 

Planting | Tree Trimming 
209-251-9387 

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP
Sod  installation 

Landscape installation 
Lawnmowing services 

Fence repair
Call for free estimate 

916 -271-7265

Landscaping

Painting

Home Improvement

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so 
valuable it’s taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, posted, 
copied, edited, and emailed 
countless times throughout 
the day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure 
call 916-288-6011 or email 
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

Landscaping

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $10,000 in debt we 
help you be debt free in as little 
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing 
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
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Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN 

Home Warranty
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits 
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Cellular Plans
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-844-908-0605.  (Cal-Scan)

EG Rentals

SONDROL
CONCRETE
25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.

Lic. # 778034
916-955-1083

Internet

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Kings tickets 
Best Seats in G1 for the $ 
Section 218 Row B 7 & 8 
Private box area 1st row 

balcony halfcourt; 16 folding 
chairs in one row. No one in 
front or behind. Buy direct 

save $ 916-595-5379

Painting

PRESSURE 
WASHING

ROOF MOSS 
REMOVAL

Concrete

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.

Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987  insured

(209)570-7304

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject 
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) Call 
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1888-989-5749 
 (Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call!  (Cal-SCAN)

2 Bd, 1 Ba House $2300  
On EG Estate in Town  
Appliances, 1st, Security  

No Smoking, No Pets  
916-718-0007

 Looking for Personal 
Care Aide/Caregiver  - 

$17.50/hour, located at Curly 
Anne’s Residence, Inc., 

10435 Danichris Way, Elk 
Grove CA 95757; Telephone 
916-897-9136. Contact: Mary 

Anne De Los Santos.

Help Wanted

Call (916) 773-1551 Call (916) 773-1551   
to advertise with us to advertise with us 

today!today!
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
rmcsd.com.

April 4
5 : 0 1  a . m . ,  R M A 

Violation, Colbert Drive: 
Trailer attached to Dodge 
pickup overnight parked 
on street without 24-hour 
pass. Citation issued.

11:17 p.m., Suspicious 
Person ,  R io  Ci rc le : 
Received a call from a resi-
dent about seeing a subject 
(male 6’) on his Ring 
Camera. Reporting party 
stated man was walking 
on his driveway. Searched 
perimeter of residence and 
all windows and doors and 
area around home. Subject 
gone on arrival. 

April 5
12:43  a .m. ,  Misc-

ellaneous, Rio Oso: Group 
of five juveniles out after 
hours. Group agreed to 
return to residence.

6:26 a.m., Suspicious 
Vehicle, Murieta Parkway: 
Subject was checked in 
at gate with visitor pass. 
Informed security patrol 
he was just waiting for his 
girlfriend. Patrol advised 
that he needed to move on.

April 6
5:54 a.m., Stop Sign 

Vi o l a t i o n ,  A b i e r t o /
South Murieta Parkway: 
Observed silver Prius 
running a stop sign and 
driving at excessive speed. 
Made contact with driver 
at residence where he was 
delivering a package for 
Amazon. Notified driver of 
violations. Suggest a report 
to Amazon and indefinite 
refusal of entry into com-
munity for vehicle.

April 7
12:44 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Colina Lane: 
Storing vehicle in guest 
parking more than three 
days.  Tires  chalked. 
Citation issued.

April 10
12:29 a.m., Medical 

Assist, Guadalupe Drive, 
report of male adult 
unable to get up after 
falling. Reporting party 
stated husband felt dizzy. 
Attempted to contact the 
resident; no one answered 
the door. RMCSD dis-
patch attempted to contact 
resident via mobile/home 
phone; no answer. North 
Gate officer later advised 
that RM359 responded 
to Murieta North and 
departed around 11:50 p.m. 
At this time unable to con-
tact the reporting party.

3:04 a.m.,  Murieta 
Parkway: Patrol at Murieta 
Airport observed Honda 

Civic at center Airport 
that proceeded to the south 
end of the runway with 
headlights off. Contacted 
occupants of the vehicle, 
male driver and female 
passenger. Driver stated 
that he was lost and look-
ing for Sunrise Boulevard. 
Driver was provided with 
directions and escorted off 
the property.

April 12
12:36 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Lake Chesbro: 
Near water treatment, 
patrol came upon three 
individuals headed to their 
vehicle parked outside of 
lake. Informed group they 
were in violation of RMA 
lake hours. Group departed 
area.

April 14
6:15 p.m., Juvenile 

Delinquency, Murieta 
Parkway/Camino  de l 
Lago: Report of numerous 

juveniles at the intersec-
tion making loud noises, 
screaming. Upon arrival, 
patrol did not observe any 
activity.

6:30 p.m., South Beach: 
Report of a large gathering 
of juveniles, possible alco-
hol present; Sacramento 
Sheriff ’s  Department  
enroute. Upon arrival, 
patrol observed three large 
groups of juveniles leaving 
the beach area. Patrol pro-
ceeded to the beach; beach 
clear, no activity.

April 15
11:38 p.m., Intoxicated 

Person, Bel Air Center: 
Reporting party unable to 
wake driver of white KIA 
SUV parked sideways, 
taking two parking stalls 
on the west end of the 
parking lot, with vehicle 
running and driver asleep 
in driver seat. Was able to 
wake driver. Driver ver-
bally stated that she is on 

way to Ione. Patrol noticed 
her slurring her words and 
a smell of alcohol on her 
breath. Patrol asked her 
if she was drinking; she 
stated that she had last 
drink approximately two 
to three hours ago. Patrol 
requested she shut the 
vehicle off; she complied. 
Keys taken to prevent 
driving away, placed on 
the hood of vehicle. CHP 
advised, arrived to perform 
field sobriety test. 

April 16
4:12 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Murieta South 
Parkway: RV overnight 
parked on street in front 
of house without 24-hour 
pass. Citation issued.

April 18
4:39 a.m., RMA Rule 

Violation, Acaso Court: 
Vehicle overnight parked 
on street. Citation issued. 
 H

SECURITY LOGS
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what’s going on here.”
“This is in the context 

of the audits — they are 
important, and I under-
stand that. But it’s also 
important to get $623,000 
in the door,” he added.

Matulich also explained 
that staff efforts to resolve 
the accounting issues are 
ongoing. 

“ G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r 
Morris, the staff here, 
myself — we are here day 
in and day out, working 
diligently to fix these prob-
lems,” he said.

Matulich also provided 
an update on the overdue 
audits. The 2020–21 fiscal 
year audit was completed 
in December 2023, and the 
2021–22 audit is currently 
in progress. Two temporary 
accountants are working on 
the 2022–23 and 2023–24 
fiscal years. Matulich said 
they are close to finish-
ing the accounting work 
and have already begun 
organizing supporting doc-
umentation in preparation 
for the audits. He added 
that the auditors indicated 
they could perform both 
audits under a single set of 
audit procedures, “which 
will create some efficien-
cies in getting that done.”

The Finance Committee 
consists of two board 
members—President Steve 
Booth and Director John 
Merchant—Matulich, 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris, and other district 
staff. It conducts in-depth 
reviews of financial issues 
and provides recommen-
dations to the full board. 
Booth did not attend the 
meeting.

Public 
Communication

Impressed by Matulich’s 
report,  Director John 
Merchant said he wanted to 

find a way to share it with 
the public “to highlight the 
progress that Mark and his 
staff have made.”

As a CSD director out in 
the community, Merchant 
said residents consistently 
ask him two questions: 
“Do we have enough water, 
and where are the audits?” 
He explained that the sec-
ond question prompted him 
to propose hiring two tem-
porary accountants to help 
speed up the audit process.

W h i l e  c o m p l e t i n g 
the audits is important, 
Merchant emphasized that 
having confidence in the 
numbers is even more 
critical. 

“Having numbers that 
I can look at and draw 
meaningful conclusions is 
much more of an import-
ant element than closing 
the audits themselves,” he 
said.

Merchant added that he 
would speak with Booth 
about ways to share the 
progress publicly. His sug-
gestions included using the 
district’s monthly news-
letter, sending a direct 
letter, and—most impor-
tantly—creating a link to 
an excerpt of Matulich’s 
15-minute report from the 
meeting audio that the pub-
lic can easily access.

Accounting Fixes
I n  d e l i v e r i n g  h i s 

a c c o u n t i n g  r e p o r t , 
Matulich said it  was 
important to highlight 
some of the changes made 
in response to the com-
plaints about late audits 
that had come into the 
office over the past month. 

“I think it is very import-
ant to understand that the 
current staff didn’t cre-
ate the problems,” he said. 
“These problems had been 
building for five years.”

The district experienced 

significant staff turnover 
before Matulich joined 
the district 15 months 
ago. “That led to a really 
massive, massive loss 
of institutional knowl-
edge, lack of training, and 
a clean handoff to new 
people coming into the 
organization,” he said. 
“There was no regular 
financial reporting to the 
Finance Committee or the 
board.”

Matulich said the work 
required for the 2020–21 
fiscal year audit had been 
underway for 18 months. 
Despite involving up to 
seven accountants, an out-
side consulting firm was 
unable to complete the 
task and billed the district 
$250,000, he said.

The only consistently 
accurate accounting at 
the time was the check-
book. However, accounts 
payable, payroll, and util-
ity billings were not being 
posted to the general led-
ger—the district’s central 
record-keeping system. 
Developer deposits and 
connection fees were also 
not being recorded, and the 
developer security fee had 
been overlooked entirely. 

Matulich said front desk 
staff spent most of their 
time responding to cus-
tomer complaints about 
billing, with no system in 
place to monitor or col-
lect unpaid utility bills. 
The audit clearing account, 
a placeholder used for 
unresolved transaction dis-
crepancies, had a $500,000 
balance, which delayed 
the completion of the first 
audit.

The district has five 
accounting funds—water, 
sewer, drainage, security, 
and solid waste—all of 
which were out of balance 
during that year and subse-
quent years. 

Matulich said that as he, 
General Manager Mimi 
Morris and accountant 
Chris Funakoshi worked 
to finalize the financials 
for the 2020–21 audit—
completed in December 
2023—they developed a 
deeper understanding of 
the district’s operations. 
“You can’t complete an 
audit without the account-
ing,” he said. “But you 
can’t do the accounting 
without understanding the 
type of financial account-
ing the district uses and 
having confidence that the 
finance and accounting 
records are complete and 
accurate.”

As they turned to the 
upcoming audits for fiscal 
years 2021-22, 2022-23, 
and 2023-24, they “deter-
mined there was just too 
much uncertainty with the 
accuracy and completeness 
of the financial account-
ing to continue with the 
current general ledger, so 
we decided … to just start 
over with the accounting as 
of July 1, 2021.”

Matulich said they rolled 
over audited balances from 
2020–21 into a new gen-
eral ledger, and the team 
began reviewing and post-
ing more than 30,000 
transactions. 

“It was a lot of work. 
But that speaks to how bad 
it was—that it was actually 
faster to do it completely 
from scratch than to try 
to work with what was in 
there,” he said. “Another 
benefit was that it maxi-
mized our understanding 
of all the financial trans-
actions over the past two 
years.”

During the process, 
they also established new, 
sound accounting proce-
dures and internal controls, 
which they used to train 
the staff and are currently 

in use. In addition, they 
created a template for post-
ing prior-year transactions 
that the temporary accoun-
tants are now using.

Matulich said more 
work remains, such as rec-
onciling the full monthly 
balance sheet. 

“But there are no open-
ing balances right now 
because we’re three years 
behind in the general led-
ger,” he said. “But we’ve 
laid the groundwork for all 
of that, and we’re ready to 
hit the ground running as 
soon as we get caught up.”

Other 
Accomplishments
M a t u l i c h  a l s o 

highlighted other accom-
plishments resulting  from 
the financial clean-up over  
over the past 15 months. 

As of December 2023, 
they began presenting 
financial reports to the 
Finance Committee and the 
board. They drafted and 
passed a balanced operat-
ing budget for the current 
fiscal year of 2024-25, 
even though the prior year 
had more than a $300,000 
operating loss. They also 
prepared and presented a 
balanced operating budget 
for 2025-26.

They also identified 
about 200 water meters 
that weren’t communicat-
ing with the billing system 
and implemented a solu-
tion to improve reading 
accuracy.

In addition, the team dis-
covered 40 homes that had 
never been set up with a 
CSD billing account—one 
of them for as long as 14 
months. “We set up a pay-
ment plan to bring those 
accounts current, and it has 
been highly successful,” he 
said.

The district has taken 
the first steps to transition 

to Cassell’s full-service 
accounting software, which 
does fund accounting. This 
software will eliminate 
all of the “legacy work-
arounds” that previously 
caused so many issues. 

Other Business
In other committee busi-

ness, Matulich reported 
that the district had an 
operating loss of $132,000 
during the current fis-
cal year, primarily due to 
two unexpected repairs 
and unanticipated legal 
fees. He also reviewed the 
proposed fiscal year 2025–
26 budget, which has 
increased since last month 
due to a rise in the Water 
and Wastewater Reserve 
fees—from $14 to $16 per 
month.

Matulich also presented 
the proposed $4.97 mil-
lion Capital Improvement 
Project budget, which out-
lines projects to be funded 
from reserves in the com-
ing year.

 It includes $300,000 
for a contract with Water 
S y s t e m s  C o n s u l t i n g 
to perform additional 
work related to the draft 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan. Operations Director 
Eric Houston said the list 
doesn’t include funding for 
replacing pipes in Murieta 
Village because the project 
is still in the survey pro-
cess and won’t be ready for 
implementation next year.

Matulich and Houston 
also discussed strategies to 
reduce the district’s insur-
ance costs. 

Morris added that staff 
would explore secur-
ing goats to graze the dry 
grass around the Water 
Treatment Plant to help 
create a defensible space 
against wildland fire. 

This story is online at 
therivervalleytimes.com H

Some years back, I was driving 
Interstate 99 south of Sacramento, Calif 
when a man began aggressively tailgat-
ing me. 

Known as the most dangerous free-
way in California, there is little room for 
traffic weavers like him. He was close 
enough that I could see his face redden 
in my rearview mirror. And of course, 
he could read the smirk on my face as I 
gloated over my strategic position ahead 
of him.

When traffic finally allowed me to 
move into the right lane, I displayed 
an upturned palm that invited His 
Excellency to proceed. But appeasement 
was too little, too late.

He initiated aggressive movements, 
dropping back and speeding past and 
changing lanes. I answered his vulgar 
hand signals with moronic smiles and 
have-a-nice-day waves until he flashed a 
doubled fist, suggesting a roadside fight.

With evasive maneuvers exhausted, I 
finally led our rage parade onto the high-
way’s shoulder hoping to sucker him 
into exiting his pickup. With him afoot, 
my plan was to floor my Hyundai to 
escape velocity.

I knew this was a bad plan when I 
noticed he was searching for something 
behind his seat.

Being a smart aleck to a dangerous 
stranger is wrong, but my problem really 
began with the assumption that most of 
us make when we become randomly tar-
geted by rage.

I assumed this man’s anger really was 
about me.

You’ve probably made the same 
assumption. It happens when the guy 
flips you off on the road or the woman 
screams at you for taking her parking 
space.

While it’s natural for you to go into a 

defensive mode claiming your righteous 
innocence, it’s best to remember that 
their rage isn’t really about you. In fact, 
it’s even a little self-centered to think it 
is about you.

The reality of these rages is that we are 
collateral damage for folks like these.

For instance, I occasionally receive a 
caustic e-mail, something Anne Lamott 
aptly calls, “Orwellian memos detailing 
my thought crimes.”

Most of the time I know that, like the 
freeway driver, their anger isn’t about 
me; they are fighting battles I’m not 
privileged to see.

Recently, I got an e-mail from such 
an angry reader. When I replied from a 
defensive mode, he escalated our dis-
cussion by calling me every synonym 
of idiot. Recalling the road-rage inci-
dent, my second reply took a reconciling 
approach.

The reader sent a confessional apol-
ogy adding details of his wife’s terminal 
illness and children who weren’t talking 
to him. Just like the interstate guy, this 
reader’s rage wasn’t about me.

It never ceases to amaze me that when 
I remember to squelch my defensiveness 
and respond in a caring manner, I will 
often get a sincere response. My smug 
attitude toward the driver only stirred his 
rage, but my soft answer to the reader 
turned away his wrath and made a friend.

Short of a soft answer on the free-
way, I sped back into traffic, spitting 
gravel on the man’s truck. After another 
10 minutes of cat-and-mouse, I took 
the freeway exit labeled, “Galt Police 
Station.” Amazingly, the man followed 
me into town but finally broke off 
his chase when I entered the station’s 
driveway.

At the end of the day, the best answer 
to road rage on life’s highway may be 
contained in the sacred proverb that sug-
gests, “A soft answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh answer stirs up anger.”

After all, we are all on a journey, so 
maybe it’s time to share the road.

Sign up to receive this weekly column 
in your email box at https://thechaplain.
net/newsletter/ or send me your email 
address to comment@thechaplain.net. 

All of Norris’s books can be ordered 
on Amazon. Autographed copies can be 
obtained on his website www.thechap-
lain.net or by sending a check for $20 
for each book to 10566 Combie Rd. Suite 
6643 Auburn, CA 95602. 

Learn To Share the Road on Life’s Highway

Spiritual Spiritual 
CareCare

BY NORRIS BURKES

CSD Financial Overhaul Recovers $623,000 in 15 Months
Continued from page 1
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Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549
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We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

6.75%

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years

 Local Processing & Servicing

 No Closing Cost on Qualifying 
Transactions; Except for Appraisal/
Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current  
and Future Needs

 Home Improvement, Debt  
Consolidation, College Tuition

 Interest May be Tax Deductible  
(Please consult your tax advisor)

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for the first 5 years of the loan 
which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the 
weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment 
period is 7.875%. The maximum APR that can apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: 
(1) the initial APR assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and any 
existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home that you occupy as your primary 
residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total 
maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans 
are subject to a current appraisal or property evaluation. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan closing. Property insurance 
is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 
early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the 
first anniversary of the HELOC and annually thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure 
Notice” for additional important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
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25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

JACK STANGER
SOLAR ENERGY EXPERT

Electric • Hot Water • Pool Heating
(916) 853-2700 • (916) 802-1830

LC
# 

55
01

10

FREE 
ESTIMATES

jack@aztecsolar.com • www.aztecsolar.com

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437

Tune Up

(916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

“We truly believe
honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up
“We truly believe

honesty is the
best policy.”

~AJ & Jen Andrade

License #955437 (916) 747-9882

Residential & Commercial
Repair • Maintenance • Replacement

Andrade Heating & Air Conditioning

Tune Up

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

We Express Excellence in Auto Repair

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

685-5078
9734 Dino Dr., Elk Grove

All Insurance
Claims Welcome

Written Lifetime
WarrantyInc.

E X P R E S S I O N S

Auto Body

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

Direct Repair 
Network

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Patio Door Rollers,

Custom Mirrors, 

Shower Doors

& Window Screens

DICK’S
RANCHO

Fogged
or Leaky

Windows?

New & Repaired

Since 1956

363-6554

“The Low-rate Leader 
for Purchase & 

Re� nance Loans”
916 
417-2001
NMLS# 1070092

Bruce Boal
California Home Loans
 RM resident over 20 years!

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

CALL-A-PROFESSIONAL

Brighten a Senior’s Day
Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County

We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes, 
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain 

independence and dignity through improved nutrition. 

For more information and to sign up,  
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.  

Be the reason someone smiles today.  
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club welcomed 
spring with a “Spring Bling 
Bingo and Beans” lun-
cheon on March 26 at the 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club. The event blended 
community service with 
lively entertainment and a 
healthy dose of glamor.

The “bling” came as glit-
tering costume jewelry 
prizes for lucky Bingo win-
ners. At the same time, the 
“beans” represented gener-
ous member donations of 
non-perishable food and 
sundries for Sacramento’s 
Wel l sp r ing  Women’s 
Center. 

Before the first Bingo 
number was called, the 
event featured several 
highlights. The Fashion 
Show Committee pre-
viewed the upcoming A 
Royal Tea Affair Fashion 
Show, set for May 7 at the 
“Royal Rancho Murieta 
Palace.” The tongue-in-
cheek performance teased 
a high-society afternoon 
laced with elegance and a 
touch of scandal. Attendees 
were encouraged to bring a 
guest and dress to impress 
with hats, crowns, dia-
monds, and high tea attire. 
Organizers also were seek-
ing volunteer models, 
dressers, and event helpers.

A practical note fol-
lowed, announcing that 
the remainder of 2025 
blood drives will move to 
the Catholic Church due 
to planned renovations 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Church. Patti 
Keating, co-chair of the 
Blood Drive Committee, 
reported that Knights of 
Columbus stepped in to 

help sponsor the new loca-
tion, with special thanks 
to Ali Arnerich for secur-
ing the support. Fliers and 
reminder cards were avail-
able at the luncheon for 
those wishing to partic-
ipate or volunteer. The 
next blood drive will be 
on April 28 from noon to 
6 p.m.

The spirit of giving con-
tinued as Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club Vice-
President Toni Anania 
shared heartfelt remarks 
about the member dona-
tions to the Wellspring 
Women’s Center. It offers 
meals and resources and 
is a safe haven for vulner-
able women and children. 
She spoke of “keeping 
your little square warm,” 
a reminder that small acts 
of kindness can make a big 
difference. 

Then came the main 
event: Bingo but not 
t h e  o r d i n a r y  k i n d . 
Board President Bonnie 
Kirschmann was the lively 
caller, with each num-
ber projected on a screen 
beside her. The games fea-
tured six unique patterns: 

Lucky Seven, Layer Cake, 
Diamond, Hat, Martini 
Glass and a final Blackout 
round. Winners gleefully 
selected from a table of 
sparkling jewelry after 
each round, adding an 
extra flair to the friendly 
competition.

By afternoon’s end, the 
Women’s Club had once 
again shown how to blend 
fun, fashion and philan-
thropy, all while ushering 
in the season with heart 
and humor.

Following the luncheon, 
Kirschmann, Anania and 
Sharon McGowan gathered 
in the country club’s lobby 

to sort the generous dona-
tions that members brought 
for Wellspring Women’s 
Center.

“I was overwhelmed 
with the amount of things 
the  ladies  brought ,” 
Kirschmann said.

According to Anania, the 
donations support two key 
programs at the center that 
serve 300 meals a day. The 
nutritious meals program 
items included canned 
beans, peanut butter, jams, 
canned soups, low-sugar 
cereals, paper towels, 
paper napkins, sugar or 
sweeteners, coffee and 
tea. Contributions to the 

wellness and safety net ser-
vices included travel-sized 
toiletries, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, tissues, diapers 
and new baby bottles.

Kirschman and Anania 
later delivered the dona-
tions to the center and 
Jessica Mougharbel, the 

center’s communications 
and development associ-
ate, warmly received them.

“Jessica thanked us for 
the incredible support 
from the Women’s Club,” 
Anania said. 

See additional photos at  
therivervalleytimes.com. H

Women’s Club Welcomes Spring with Bingo, Bling and Beans

Rancho Murieta Women’s Club President Bonnie Kirschmann is the Bingo caller at the group’s  
March 26 luncheon: Spring Bling Bingo and Beans. Photo by Gail Bullen

After winning the first Bingo game, Marge French selects a 
new bracelet as her luncheon bling. Photo by Gail Bullen

From left, Theresa Ilaga, Janell Rogers and Erin Bailey are 
dishing about the upcoming A Royal Tea Affair Fashion Show 
on May 7. Photo by Gail Bullen

Bonnie Kirchmann, left, Jessica Mougharbel and Toni Anania 
look over the luncheon’s beans, which were donations and 
sundries to the Wellspring Women’s Center. Courtesy photo


