
Friends of Holliston Trails to 
Host Adaptive Bike Program
Pink Granite Pedalers will offer one-hour 
ride along Holliston Rail Trail

By Theresa Knapp 

The Friends of  Holliston 
Trails organization is bringing 
Pink Granite Pedalers, an ac-
cessible and adaptive cycling 
program, to Holliston on May 
4, June 21, Sept. 27, and Oct. 
18. 

Gretchen Rice Prieve is 
Vice President of  Friends of  
Holliston Trails, and Chair-
person of  the Pink Granite 
Pedalers Adaptive Bike Pro-
gram, which she says was in-
spired by Natick’s All Aboard 
adaptive cycling program.  

“My husband and I volun-
teered with Friends of  Natick 
Trails at one of  their cycling 
events last year to learn how 
they were serving people with 
mobility differences and im-
mediately knew I wanted to 
bring this program to Hollis-
ton,” said Rice Prieve. “I had 
the opportunity to talk with 
participants, many of  whom 
were seniors who hadn’t been 
confident or able to ride a bi-
cycle for many years. While 
my own mother doesn’t live 
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Holliston has been described 
as a “quintessential New Eng-
land town” known for its dis-
tinctive downtown and historic 
structures, friendly atmosphere, 
and community spirit. Historic 
buildings like St. Mary’s and 
the Congregational Church, the 
buildings that house the Super-
ette and Fiske’s, Timothy Fiske 
House, and many more are key 
to establishing a sense of  place 
and belonging. However, they 
are also vulnerable to modern 
day pressures. The Historical 
Commission is responding to 
those pressures, and our resi-
dents’ interest in safeguarding 
historic properties, by proposing 
a Preservation of  Historic Build-
ings bylaw. 

The Holliston Historical 
Commission (the “Commission”) 
first developed a Demolition 
Delay Bylaw in 2006 to preserve 
and protect historically signifi-
cant buildings, streetscapes and 
neighborhoods from demolition. 
The intent was to give the com-
munity a greater voice in mak-
ing our town a more attractive 
and desirable place to live and 
work. The proposed Preservation 
of  Historic Buildings bylaw pro-

vides critical updates to the bylaw 
passed almost 20 years ago. 

We are proposing three major 
changes to the bylaw:

•	 Change the bylaw struc-
ture to improve the process 
for applicants, the Building 
Inspector, and the Commis-
sion.

•	 Change the date of  struc-
tures regulated by the bylaw 
from 75 years or older to 
those built in 1950 or earlier.

•	 Increase the possible delay 
period from 6 months to 18 
months. 

Process
Based on experience, we 

have found that as currently 
structured, the bylaw does not 
work well for the applicant, the 
Building Inspector’s office, or 
the Commission and has led to 
confusion and frustration on the 
part of  all parties involved in the 
process. The revised bylaw will 
create a new application process 
to alert applicants to the bylaw 
sooner and streamline the pro- From all of us at Vesta Real Estate Group
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13th Annual Community 
Shredding Day 

Holliston is invited to come 
shred documents the morning 
of  Saturday, May 3rd at Vesta 
Real Estate Group’s 13th An-
nual Shredding Day!  

It takes place in the parking 
lot of  Holliston High School 
from 9am to Noon.

Two large shredding trucks, 
from Pro-Shred, will be on site 
allowing you to watch your per-
sonal documents being shred 
right in front of  you. You are 
welcome to bring up to 8 boxes 
of  old tax returns, receipts, bank 
statements, etc.  

Most tax records only have 
to be held for 3 years, so this 
is a great opportunity to safely 
shred those boxes of  receipts 
that keep piling up in attics and 
basements.

This popular event has typi-
cally seen over 200 cars move 
through a fast line where vol-
unteers unpack your car for this 
secure process!  Vesta Realtors 

are happy to help, or you are 
welcome to do it yourself.  

The event is FREE, but we 
do accept donations to try to 
support a local group/charity 
every year. This year, all dona-
tions collected at the event will 
support our local chapter of  the 
YMCA.  Did you know they are 
in the planning process for a 
new Ashland location?

Vesta Real Estate Group is 
incredibly grateful to our spon-
sors.  They have all been sup-
porters of  this event for multiple 

years and we are so lucky to 
have their help in order to make 
this event possible. 

Big thank you to Affordable 
Junk Removal, Equity Resources 
Mortgage, Pino Law Offices, 
Affordable Mold and Duct Ser-
vices, and Brown & Brown In-
surance.

For more information 
about the event visit our web-
site at VestaMA.com or con-
tact Vesta Real Estate Group, 
at Team@VestaMA.com and 
774.233.1926.
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in this area, it’s the type of  pro-
gram she’d benefit from tremen-
dously. I immediately started 
my research last October and 
solicited feedback and support 
from different organizations (i.e. 
Holliston Parks & Rec, SEPAC, 
Holliston Youth & Family Ser-
vices, Holliston Trails Commit-
tee, etc.) across Holliston.” 

Anyone with mobility dif-
ferences, regardless of  age, is 
welcome to participate in a 
one-hour session on a bike that 
meets their needs. 

Pink Granite Pedalers has 
partnered with All Out Ad-
ventures, a non-profit that spe-
cializes in promoting health, 
community, and independence 
for people with disabilities and 
their loved ones through out-
door recreation. 

“All Out Adventures will load 
up their truck on event day with 
all of  the types of  cycles that 
have been reserved and head 
to Holliston,” said Rice Prieve. 
“We suggest participants arrive 
at the event about 15 minutes 
ahead of  their reserved timeslot 
to get checked in and properly 
fitted by staff from All Out Ad-
ventures.” 

If  a participant knows in ad-
vance what type of  cycle would 
best support their needs, they 
can register for any of  Hol-
liston’s four events at www.
hollistontrails.org/pink-granite-
pedalers. 

If  the participant is unsure 
about what type of  cycle they 
need, All Out Adventures is 
more than happy to speak di-
rectly to the individual or family 
member. A skilled staff member 
will talk about the participant’s 
needs and recommend the best 
cycle they should reserve for 
their adventure on Holliston’s 
Rail Trail. 

TRAILS
continued from page 1

How did Pink 
Granite Pedalers 
get its name? 

Back in the mid-1800s, 
the Milford branch of  the 
Boston & Albany Railroad 
was locally known as the 
“Pink Granite Line.” One 
of  the purposes of  this rail-
road was to connect the 
quarries along the route, 
specifically Milford quar-
ries, which mined pink 
granite. Pink granite was 
used in many develop-
ment projects over the last 
two centuries, and is the 
material used to create the 
seating wall in front of  the 
pavilion at Holliston’s Blair 
Square.
-Gretchen Rice Prieve
Vice President, Friends of  Hol-
liston Trails
Chairperson, Pink Granite Ped-
alers | Adaptive Bike Program

TRAILS
continued on page 3 
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cess through shorter decision 
times. The Commission would 
assess an application fee of  $100, 
which would enter a revolving 
fund overseen by the Commis-
sion for the purpose of  docu-
menting buildings threatened by 
demolition. On receipt of  the 
application, the Commission 
will meet with the applicant and 
review their plans. If  a building 
is determined to be not histori-
cally significant, the Commis-
sion would advise the Building 
Inspector and the applicant to its 
decision. The Building Inspec-
tor would then issue a permit to 
allow the demolition to proceed.

Age of Buildings 
Impacted

The amended bylaw would 
apply to all structures built be-
fore 1950—a clear and concise 
cutoff date, unlike the current 
bylaw which applies to structures 
75 years or older, meaning that 
the cutoff date was constantly 
changing. Without changes to 
the bylaw, an increasing number 
of  structures would be required 
to go through the bylaw process. 
Impacted areas include the Or-
chards, Queens, Brentwood, 
Stagecoach, and others. If  the 
bylaw is not changed, 60% of  
Holliston residences will be 
subject to the demolition delay 
in the next 20 years, posing an 
inconvenience to an increas-
ingly larger number of  building 

owners. As there is no consensus 
among preservationists on the 
significance of  post-WWII sub-
divisions, including Ranch-style, 
Split-levels and Capes, the Com-
mission feels that it is not appro-
priate to subject these properties 
to the bylaw at this time or in the 
foreseeable future. 

Delay Period
If  a building is determined 

to be historically significant 
and preferably preserved, the 
Commission would work with 
the applicant to document the 
existing structure and see if  al-
ternatives to demolition can be 
identified. The amended bylaw 
would allow for a delay period 
of  up to 18 months to explore 
alternatives. Six months has not 
been enough time to work with 
property owners to find alterna-
tives to demolition. The delay 
period can be lifted by the Com-
mission at any time if  a satisfac-
tory plan is agreed upon with the 

applicant and Building Inspector. 
Following the expiration of  the 
delay period, if  no alternative to 
preserve the building has been 
identified, the Building Inspector 
would issue a demolition permit. 
The purpose of  this amended 
bylaw is not to permanently pre-
vent demolitions from occurring, 
but to use the extended delay 
period to develop solutions and 
work together with the applicant 
to hopefully preserve historically 
significant buildings and thus 
maintain and enhance the fabric 
of  our town.

The Commission encourages 
Holliston residents to come to 
Town Meeting on May 7th and 
to vote in favor of  the amended 
bylaw. 

More information may 
be found at: https://www.
townofhol l i s ton.us/histor-
i c a l - c o m m i s s i o n / p a g e s /
proposed-may-2025-preserva-
tion-of-historic-buildings-bylaw
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The Holliston Rail Trail is a 
6.7-mile trail with a flat, stone 
dust surface that spans the 
length of  Holliston from the 
Sherborn town line to Milford. 
Railtrailers can shout to hear 
their echo through the historic 
Phipps Tunnel (c.1845), view 
the horses at Willow Brook 
Farm, ride across the historic 
8-Arch Bridge, and generally 
observe wildlife and varied veg-
etation along the trail.

The adaptive bike program 
is free to participants and is 
funded through grants and do-
nations. The Friends of  Hollis-
ton Trails is a registered 501c3 
(non-profit) organization. 

“All of  our programs are 
funded by the community by 
way of  grant awards from or-
ganizations, sponsorships from 
local businesses, and many in-
dividual donations from neigh-
bors,” said Rice Prieve. “The 
Friends of  Holliston Trails’ 
Board voted in favor of  fund-
ing this pilot program for 2025 
and we’re actively applying for 
grants and seeking local busi-

nesses to sign on as a sponsor, 
so we can fund this program in 
2026 and beyond.”

The group is also seeking co-
pilot and ride-a-long volunteers. 

A co-pilot is a volunteer who 
will pedal with a participant on 
the same bike, and a ride-a-long 
volunteer will ride their own bi-
cycle, alongside the participant. 
The benefit of  having these vol-
unteers is to assist with street 
crossings and offer companion-
ship for those who are not par-
ticipating with family or friends. 
Participants may also have a 
friend or family member pedal 
with or alongside them. There 
will also be volunteer crossing 
guards at street crossings.  

For more information, visit 
www.hollistontrails.org/pink-
granite-pedalers. 

TRAILS
continued from page 2

The Pink Granite 
Pedalers adaptive bike 

program will be in 
Holliston on May 4, 
June 21, Sept. 27, 

and Oct. 18. 
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How to Control the Deadliest 
Animal on the Planet! 

Mosquito and tick popula-
tions are on the rise again as 
the country transitions to the 
Spring season. While these pests 
are certainly nuisances, they 
can also transmit harmful dis-
eases like Zika virus, West Nile 
virus, Lyme disease, and more, 
which is why WPC Pest Control 
is helping to advocate for in-
creased awareness of  mosquito 
and tick prevention this season. 

“One of  the best ways to fight 
off mosquito and tick bites and 
subsequent disease transmis-

sion is to apply insect repellent 
before going outside,” said Jim 
Mazzuchelli, owner of  WPC 
Pest Control.

 Yet, many people don’t make 
it a priority to protect against 
these biting pests by taking this 
simple action. Those who do 
may not realize that there is a 
correct way to use repellent for 
it to be effective. 

 To properly apply insect re-
pellent for maximum protection 
against mosquitoes and ticks, fol-
low this five-step method from 
the National Pest Management 
Association (NPMA):

 1.	Look for a product con-
taining an active EPA-
registered ingredient, such 
as DEET, picaridin, oil 
of  lemon-eucalyptus or 
IR3535.

2.	 Read the product label 
and follow the instructions 
carefully. If  sunscreen is 
also being worn, repellent 
should be used over top of  
sunscreen.

3.	 Shake the product well. 
Then, hold it about 6-8 
inches away from exposed 
skin and spray evenly in a 
sweeping motion. 

4.	 Spray the palms of  hands 
to apply the repellent to the 
face and ears, being sure to 
avoid eye and nostril con-
tact. 

5.	 Apply the repellent over 
clothing, which should 
completely cover feet and 
ankles.

 “Another great way to avoid 
contact with mosquitoes specifi-
cally is to remove any standing 
water around the yard to deter 
mosquito breeding,” said, Jim 
Mazzuchelli of  WPC Pest Con-
trol. 

 A licensed pest control pro-
fessional can work with a home-
owner to help identify these hot 
spots. The ultimate protection 
would be to have your yard 
treated by a professional pest 
control operator. You will get 
the knowledge and protection 
needed to combat these danger-
ous threats.  Your loved ones de-
serve it. 

 For more information, visit 
nobugsnopests.com to schedule 
a complete inspection and treat-
ment. 

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Jim Mazzuchelli, owner of WPC 
Pest Control

Open Seats For May 
20 Election 
The following is a list of  the offices:

Moderator 3 year term 1 position
Town Clerk 3 year term 1 position
Select Board 3 year term 1 position
Board of  Assessors 3 year term 1 position
Board of  Assessors 1 year term 1 position
School Committee 3 year term 2 positions
Board of  Health 3 year term 1 position
Trustee of  Public Library 3 year term 2 positions
Finance Committee 3 year term 3 positions
Park Commissioner 3 year term 2 positions
Planning Board 5 year term 1 position
Housing Authority 5 year term 1 position
The Town Election is May 20, 2025.

Town Elections are non-partisan. Town Clerk’s Office, 508-429-
0601.Elizabeth T. Greendale

Holliston Annual 
Town Meeting day 
and date changed to 
May 7
By Theresa Knapp

This year’s Annual Town 
Meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, May 7. 

Per the town bylaws, the 
“Spring Annual Town Meet-
ing shall commence on the first 
Monday following the first Fri-
day in May” however “the nor-
mal Monday [is] not available,” 
according to the town website. 

At a meeting of  the Select 
Board on Feb. 10, Chair Tina 

Hein said, “That date has 
changed to accommodate the 
schedules of  elected officials who 
otherwise had conflicts.” 

The meeting will take place at 
the Holliston High School Audi-
torium, and the warrant is open 
until March 10. 

For more information, visit 
www.townofholliston.us/home/
news/town-meeting-is-wednes-
day-may-7-2025 
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happens, you learn that you 

need to find fulfillment, you 

need to do something,” said 

Sandy Gray, a school nurse 

within the Milford school 

district. “You ask, ‘What 

do I do now?’ and I would 

By Scott Calzolaio

Work is halted on the Milford 

Town Park renovation project as 

the cold months leave the remain-

ing work impossible until March. 

Construction will pick back up 

then, and is expected to be com-

pleted by the end of  April, when a 

grand re-opening celebration will 

be held.
With the excitement on hold, 

Parks and Recreation Department 

Administrator James Asam took 

some time to reflect on the proj-

ect vision. 

“They worked pretty much 

straight through to the point 

where nothing else could really 

be done right now,” he said. “But 

it’s going to look great when it’s 

done.”
Rockland construction com-

pany R.A.D. Sports won the bid 

for the job last year, and have 

been integral to this project’s suc-

cess, Asam said.

“R.A.D. Sports have been 

Jackie’s Boutique offers 

free prom dresses 

Boutique in memory of MHS ’15 Jackie Gray who died in 

2016, offers more than 1,000 dresses

One of Jackie Gray’s favorite shows was “Say Yes to the Dress.” 

Here, Sandy Gray, Jackie’s mother and founder of Jackie’s Bou-

tique, holds a sign she shares with girls who choose a dress at 

the shop. Photo credit: Theresa Knapp 

Town Park renovations 

frozen until Spring

By Theresa Knapp 

With prom season just 

around the corner, Jackie’s 

Boutique is getting ready to 

provide free gowns and acces-

sories to girls in Milford and 

nearby communities.  

The boutique is located 

inside Milford High School 

and is operated by Sandy 

Gray. Sandy and Ron Gray’s 

daughter Jacqueline (“Jackie” 

and “Jax”) Gray died at age 19 

after a car accident on July 4, 

2016. She was a 2015 MHS 

graduate. 
“We do it to keep Jackie’s 

spirit alive, it’s all about 

Jackie for us,” said Ron Gray. 

“There’s a lot here; it can be 

painful, but it really fulfills us. 

Sandy finds her peacefulness 

here, you have to try to find it 

somewhere.” 

“When something like this 

Street hockey and basketball courts (left) and concrete pad (right) where 

fitness court will be installed. Photo source: Town of Milford

JACKIE'S

continued on page 14 

PARK
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By Theresa Knapp UPTON - Last winter Olivia 

DaSilva, now a senior at Nipmuc 

Regional High School, decided to 

start a chapter of  Becca's Closet 

when she was looking for a prom 

dress for herself.  Becca’s Closet was founded in 

memory of  Rebecca (“Becca”) 
Kirtman in Florida in 2003 after 

she died at age 16 in a tragic 
automobile accident. Becca had 

started the program before she 
died and “helped hundreds of  

girls across South Florida attend 

their High School proms in style,” 

according to beccascloset.org.  

By Theresa KnappThe Mendon Police Cadet 
Program officially began on 

Nov. 20 with the appoint-
ment of  two cadets, Nicholas 

Lucia and Harrison Quar-
tarone. 

The program serves as 
a transitional role between 

internships and full-time 
law enforcement positions, 

tailored to individual cadets’ 
readiness and career paths.

Mendon Police Corporal 
Nicholas Erskine oversees 

the program under the 
direction of  Lieutenant 

Donald Blanchette. Erskine 

said, “The program was 
developed to bridge the gap 

between law enforcement 
education and real-world 

experience. It benefits both 
the community and the de-

New Mendon Police Cadet Program 

one of few in Worcester County

The Mendon Police Cadet Program officially began on Nov. 20 with the appointment of cadets 

Harrison Quartarone and Nicholas Lucia.  Courtesy photo

Olivia DaSilva founds Nipmuc’s

chapter of Bella’s Closet, will offer

free prom dresses on Jan. 31

Members of the Nipmuc Regional High School chapter of Bella’s Closet 

including (L to R) Julia Lenfest, Charlotte St. Pierre, and founder Olivia 

DaSilva have collected more than 500 dresses to be given away. Courtesy 

photo
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8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (RTE. 16) MENDON, MA | 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA

Discounts up to $10,000 
or as much as 15 % off!

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND 

CREDIT UNIONS TO GET YOU THE 

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE!

SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION! 

MILLION DOLLARNEARLY $10 MILLION DOLLARS 
IN DISCOUNTS OVER 

2,000 VEHICLES DISCOUNTED 
FOR THIS EVENT

OVER $75 MILLION DOLLARS 
IN INVENTORY

FINDUS ON:

Let Us Help You SELL or FIND Your Perfect HOME!

Robyn Nasuti & Sean Terrell
ABR, ASP, SRS, GREEN, SRES, MBA

Home & Land Specialists
ROBYN: 774-573-1336 • RobynAndSeanSoldMyHouse.com • SEAN: 774-696-6402  

Helping families buy & sell homes for 23 years

PRSRT STDECRWSSU.S. POSTAGEPAIDPERMIT NO. 142SPRINGFIELD, MA
Postal Customer Local

Vol. 3 No. 1 

Free to Every Home and Business Every Month 

Jan. 9 - Feb. 12, 2025

Increase your
revenue today! 

    with  Local Advertising
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online 
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. May 31, 2025Exp. May 31, 2025 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. May 31, 2025

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

seek to buy stocks when they feel 
prices have bottomed out and 
they sell stocks when they think 
the market has reached a high 
point. In theory, this is a great 
idea, but in practice, it’s essen-
tially impossible, because no one 
can really predict market highs 
and lows. 

Rather than trying to antici-
pate highs and lows, your best 
strategy for coping with the 
price fluctuations of  the finan-
cial markets is to diversify your 
investment portfolio by own-
ing a mix of  stocks, bonds and 
other types of  securities. Dif-
ferent types of  financial assets 
can move in different directions 
at any given time — so, for ex-
ample, stocks may be up while 
bonds are down, or vice versa. 
If  you only owned one of  these 
types of  assets, and the market 
for that asset class was down, 
your portfolio could take a big-
ger hit than if  you owned a vari-
ety of  asset types.

And you can further diversify 
within individual asset catego-
ries. Stocks can be domestic or 

international, large-company 
or small-company — and these 
groupings can also move in dif-
ferent directions at the same 
time, depending on various mar-
ket forces. As for bonds, they too 
don’t always move in a uniform 
direction, or at least with the 
same intensity — for instance, 
when interest rates rise, bond 
prices tend to fall, but longer-
term bonds may fall more than 
shorter-term ones, which are 
closer to maturity with fewer 
interest payments remaining. 
Conversely, when rates are fall-
ing, longer-term bonds may be 
more attractive because they 
lock in higher yields for a longer 
time. Consequently, one diversi-
fication technique for bonds is 
to build a “ladder” containing 
bonds of  varying maturities.

Some investments, by their 
nature, are already somewhat 
diversified. A mutual fund can 
contain dozens, or even hun-
dreds, of  stocks, or a mixture of  
stocks and bonds. And different 
mutual funds may have different 
investment objectives — some 

focus more on growth, while 
others are more income-ori-
ented — so, further diversifica-
tion can be achieved by owning 
a mix of  funds.

Furthermore, some investors 
achieve even greater diversifi-
cation by owning alternative 
investments, such as real estate, 
commodities and cryptocur-
rencies, although these vehicles 
themselves are often more vola-
tile than those in more tradi-
tional investment categories. 

While a diversified portfolio 
is important for every inves-
tor, your exact level of  diversi-
fication — the percentages of  
your portfolio devoted to stocks, 
bonds and other securities — 
will depend on your individual 
risk tolerance, time horizon and 
financial goals. You may want to 
consult with a financial profes-
sional about creating the diversi-
fied investment mix that’s right 
for your needs.

Ultimately, while diversifica-
tion can’t guarantee profits or 
protect against all losses, it can 

help you reduce some of  the 
risks associated with investing 
and better prepare you to deal 
with the inevitable volatility of  
the financial markets — two key 
benefits that can help you over 
the many years you’ll spend as 
an investor. 

Contact Mark today to dis-
cuss this topic or any of  your fi-
nancial goals.
Mark Freeman, CEPA
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY EDWARD 
JONES FOR USE BY YOUR LOCAL
EDWARD JONES FINANCIAL ADVISOR.

You must evaluate whether a bond or 
CD ladder and the securities held within 
it are consistent with your investment 
objectives, risk tolerance and financial 
circumstances. Including callable bonds 
may increase the interest rate risk of a 
bond ladder. Bonds may be called prior 
to maturity, which could result in lower 
yields with new investments..

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article. 

The financial markets always 
go through periods of  instability. 
And we may see more of  that 
now, given concerns about tar-
iffs, inflation and the economy. 
As an investor, how can you deal 
with this volatility?

Some investors try to take 
advantage of  market ups and 
downs by attempting to follow 
the age-old advice to “buy low 
and sell high” — that is, they 

How to Cope With Market Volatility

Mark Freeman, CEPA

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones
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School’s Out Summer 2025

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY
KKIDSGYMNASTICS.COM

508-435-2401
34 Hayden Rowe Street, Hopkinton

HALF 
DAY

9-12:30 FULL 
DAY
9-3 

AGES 4-12
9 FUN-FILLED THEMED WEEKS!

You select the week and days
Gymnastics obstacles

Groups games, arts & crafts
Snack & lunch time

Spring into
  Fitness!

Shaws Plaza
309 Pond St • Ashland, MA
508-881-4900

Anytimefitnessashland@gmail.com

OPEN
24

HOURS

PERSONAL & GROUP TRAINING  •  HYDRO MASSAGE BED

JOIN
TODAY!

Holliston Newcomers & Neighbors Announce the 2025 
Grant Recipients

The HNN Community In-
vestment Committee is pleased 
to announce the 2025 HNN Com-
munity Grant Fund Recipients!

Holliston Public Library - 
Museum Passes to Boston 
Children’s Museum, New 
England Aquarium, Mu-
seum of  Fine Arts and Eco-
tarium
Holliston Parks & Recreation 
- Summer Concerts in the 
Park
Holliston Community Farm - 
Continued Repair/Update 
Barn Electrical
Holliston Historical Society - 
Shoe Shop Repair
Downtown Marigold Project - 
Growing Benches Construc-
tion

A goal of  the Holliston New-
comers & Neighbors is to give 
back to our community. One of  
the ways this is accomplished is 
in the form of  grants. The HNN 
Community Grant Fund money is 
raised during the various fund-
raising activities held throughout 
the year.  The 2024 fundraising 
events that contributed to the 
2025 HNN Community Grant Fund 
were Prize A Day for the Month 
of May Calendar Raffle, Touch-A-
Truck, Great Pumpkin Trail Walk 
and the HNN Comedy Night. HNN 
wishes to thank all those that at-
tended these events as well as the 
volunteers who organized them. 

If  you would like to join us in 
making a difference in our com-
munity, check us out and join at 
hollistonnewcomers.org.  HNN 
- Building Friendships, Building Com-
munity

RonsTire.com Ron Saponaro

635 Waverly Street, Rte 135
Framingham, MA 01702

Tel: 508-872-2266
Fax: 508-872-2011

Email: ronstire@rcn.com
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CALL TODAY 508-476-1500

14 West Street, Douglas, MA 

508-476-1500

BEN’S CONTAINER & RUBBISH
Delivering affordable and fast dumpster, portable 

toilet and luxury restroom trailer service 
throughout the Southern New England Area.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
•15 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•20 Yard Roll-Off Dumpsters
•Standard Portable Toilets
•ADA Accessible Portable Toilets
•Luxury Heated and Cooled Restroom Trailers
•Emergency Service Deliveries on Nights & Weekends

www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

The Short Term Rental Report 

Make Yourself at Home: Why Usability Is the Secret 
Sauce in Vacation Rentals

You’ve fluffed the pillows, 
stocked the fridge with local 
goodies, and picked out the per-
fect welcome mat—but is your 
vacation rental truly ready to 
wow?

Enter usability experience: the 
not-so-secret ingredient that 
transforms a good stay into a five-
star memory. It’s not just about 

how pretty your place looks—it’s 
about how intuitively it works. 
When guests can easily figure out 
how to use everything, they settle 
in faster, treat the home with 
care, and leave glowing reviews 
in their wake.

So, what does great usability 
look like in a short-term rental? 
Let’s dive in.

Think Like a Guest 
(Literally—Go Stay 
There!)

Want to really know what 
works and what doesn’t? Stay in 
your own rental for a night or 
two. Start from the moment you 
park the car. Is the entry code 
easy to find? Can you locate the 
light switches in the dark? Are 
towels where you’d expect them 
to be? This firsthand experience 
is like gold—it reveals pain points 
that guests may not voice but def-
initely feel.

Design With Purpose
Usability starts with design. 

Sure, aesthetics matter—but 
functionality is the real MVP. 
That means utensils near the 
stove, extra blankets in bed-
room closets, and yes, the coffee 
machine placed where it makes 
sense. If  guests can get what they 
need without asking or searching, 
you’re doing it right.

Labels = Love
Nothing says “I care” like a 

clearly labeled light switch or 
a drawer marked “extra tow-
els.” Labels take the guesswork 
out of  navigating a new space. 
They help guests feel confident 
and competent—which, in turn, 
makes them feel at home.

Essentials: Better to 
Overdeliver

Running out of  toilet paper 
mid-stay? That’s a no-go. Stock-

ing your rental generously with 
necessities like paper goods, 
soap, and kitchen staples isn’t 
just thoughtful—it’s essential. 
And for larger groups? Multiply 
everything. No one likes fighting 
over the last wine glass.

Give Guests a Map 
(Figuratively Speaking)

Create a simple, friendly 
guidebook with key info: Wi-Fi 
password, how to use the TV, 
quirky appliance instructions, 
and house rules. A printed copy 
is handy, and a digital version? 
Even better. Think of  it as a trea-
sure map that leads straight to 
comfort.

 The Takeaway: A House 
That Feels Like Home

When everything is exactly 
where it should be—and guests 
don’t have to think twice—they 
relax. And relaxed guests are 

happy guests. They treat your 
space with respect, leave fantastic 
reviews, and become loyal repeat 
visitors.

Investing in usability isn’t 
flashy, but it’s powerful. It’s the 
kind of  behind-the-scenes magic 
that turns a beautiful rental into 
a beloved one.

So go ahead—stay in your 
space, label that mystery drawer, 
and stock up on extra towels. 
Your future guests will thank you. 
With stars.

This article was brought 
to you by Dave Menapace, a 
thought leader in short term rent-
als and President of  The 5 Star 
Co-Host, LLC (www.5strcohost.
com) a leading vacation rental 
management company in New 
England.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Dave Menapace, President

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

Come See All The New 
Wide Shoes For Spring

Mention this ad for 
$15 OFF 

your purchase
Expires May 31, 2025

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Behind St. Mary’s Credit Union, Rte. 9 West

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290
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Timothy Daniels House 

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care 
 Physician on Site
 24 Hr Nursing Coverage  

 Physical Therapists On Site
 Hospice Services

84 Elm Street,  Holliston, MA 
www.rehabassociates.com/timothydaniels 

 Short Term Rehab
 Respite Stays Welcome

(508)429-4566
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Holliston Receives Fire Safety Grants for 
Gear and Education  

 In April, the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration announced that 
more than 300 Massachusetts fire 
departments would receive over 
$3 million in grants to support 
safety equipment for firefighters 
and life safety education for kids 
and older adults.

“Massachusetts firefighters 
do much more than fight fires – 
they’re our first line of  defense in 
any emergency,” said Gov. Maura 
Healey. “These grants will help 
firefighters protect themselves 
from injury and illness, rescue 
people in danger, and keep our 
most vulnerable residents safe 
from fires and other hazards at 
home. We are proud to be able to 
support these vital first respond-
ers who never hesitate to answer 
a call for help.”

The Town of  Holliston re-
ceived a $4,924.32 grant for 
safety equipment; a $4,700 SAFE 
grant; and a $2,200 Senior SAFE 
grant.  

The awards are drawn from 
three grant programs coordi-
nated by the Department of  Fire 
Services.

The Firefighter Safety Equip-
ment Grant Program (SEG) re-
imburses local fire departments 
for purchases of  turnout gear, 
hazardous gas meters, SCBA 
components, accountability sys-

tems, thermal imaging cameras, 
and more. This round of  grants 
will provide $1.63 million in 
funding to fire departments in 
266 communities. In many cases, 
the reimbursed purchases will 
help them attain compliance with 
Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration or National Fire 
Protection Association safety 
standards.

“Firefighters train tirelessly for 
every conceivable emergency so 
that they can be prepared to help 
those in need,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “Through this program, 
we acknowledge that tremendous 
commitment by investing in the 
equipment they need to be safe in 
any situation.”

The Student Awareness of  
Fire Education (SAFE) Grant 
Program funds firefighter-educa-
tors who deliver age-appropriate 
fire and life safety education to 
school-age children. Since the 
grants’ inception in 1995, the 
number of  Massachusetts chil-
dren who die in fires has dropped 
to historically low levels, from 
two dozen or more per year to 
zero for nearly three consecutive 
years. This year’s awards will de-
liver more than $1.1 million to 
204 local fire departments.

 “For 30 years, the SAFE 
grants have delivered life-saving 

lessons to Massachusetts’ kids 
and teens through our local fire-
fighters,” said Secretary of  Pub-
lic Safety and Security Terrence 
Reidy. “This is just one of  the 
powerful local-state partnerships 
that make Massachusetts one of  
the safest places in the nation to 
live, work, and raise a family.” 

 In 2014, DFS launched the 
Senior SAFE Grant Program, 
which is geared toward another 
vulnerable population – older 
adults, who face a disproportion-
ate risk of  death or serious injury 
in a fire. Nearly $485,000 will 
support alarm installation, fire 
safety education, fall prevention 
strategies, and other resources 
delivered by 203 local fire depart-
ments in partnership with local 
senior centers, councils on aging, 
and other community partners.

“People aged 65 and older are 
at greatest risk of  death or seri-
ous injury in a fire at home,” said 
State Fire Marshal Jon M. Da-
vine. “The Senior SAFE grants 
make a difference by sending 
trained firefighters to conduct 
home safety assessments, install 
or replace smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms, and help our 
seniors age in place safely and in-
dependently.”

Submitted by the Department 
of Fire Services

Garden Club Annual 
Plant Sale

The Holliston Garden Club’s 
annual plant sale is Saturday, 
May 10, from 8 a.m. to noon.  
We will  hold this event at the 
Congregational Church Green 

located on 725 Washington 
Street next to the Town Hall.

There will be a wide variety 
of  plants from members’ gar-
dens, nursery grown annuals and 
herbs as well as hanging baskets 
of  sun and shade annuals..

We are excited to announce a 
new section called “GARDEN 
TREASURES”. This area will 
include gently used tools, con-
tainers, garden art and other 
miscellaneous garden treasures.  

Cash, checks, Venmo and 
PayPal will be accepted for pur-
chases. 

Proceeds from this event will 
supplement the clubs programs 
and plantings around town.  This 
is a rain or shine event.
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Your Money, Your Independence 

Battle of The Ages: Wealth Effect vs. Experience Spending

Saving money to invest is 
smart.

Planning for the future is es-
sential. 

But there’s a fine line be-
tween being financially respon-
sible and letting portfolio values 
drive your decisions. 

One of  the most subtle yet 
impactful traps in financial 
planning is the negative wealth 
effect. 

This occurs when a sud-
den drop in your perceived net 
worth (like a dip in your 401k 
or home value) causes you to 
feel poorer, even if  your actual 
income and financial stability 
haven’t changed. This psycho-
logical shift often leads people 
to cut back on spending—not 
just on luxuries, but on the very 
experiences that bring mean-
ing, connection, and joy to their 
lives.  

And that’s when internal and 
external conflicts begin.  

The First To Go, But 
Should It? 

When people react to a mar-
ket downturn or economic un-
certainty, one of  the first things 
they scale back on is experience 
spending—travel, events, con-
certs, dining out, hobbies, and 
other non-essential but fulfilling 
activities.

For many, these aren’t reck-
less purchases; they’re often 
the things that create memo-
ries, deepen relationships, and 
improve well-being. Yet the 
negative wealth effect convinces 
people that now isn’t the time. 

“We’ll go next year.” 
“Let’s wait and host a big 

celebration on your ___th birth-
day”. 

“I’ll take that art class when 
things feel more stable.” 

Here’s the rub: markets are 
never stable but do come back, 
while specific opportunities 
don’t.

Timing of Experiences 
Are Critical

Consider the family vacation 
to Disney, it is a different shared 
experience for all going when 
kids are 6 & 8 versus their late 
teens. 

Or the family trip with your 
HS senior you’re planning to do. 
What’s their availability (and de-
sire) once in college to go on a 
family trip with mom and dad? 
That window’s closing. 

You might delay a trip only 
to find your health, schedule, or 

relationships have changed. 

A Psychological Toll
There’s a hidden cost to de-

laying experience spending, and 
it’s not just about missing out 
on fun. It can lead to a sense 
of  stagnation, disconnection, 
and even regret. As humans, 
we are wired for novelty, con-
nection, and purpose. When we 
constantly suppress those desires 
due to financial fear, even when 
we can afford it, we shrink our 
lives unnecessarily.

Over time, this pattern will 
increase stress and negativity 
which creeps into your work 
and relationships. What’s worse, 
these delays rarely improve your 
financial picture meaningfully. 
Even after skipping a few cele-
brations or delaying a vacation, 
it’s not going to make your 401k 
come back. 

Don’t Let Perception 
Steal Reality

The key is recognizing that 
the negative wealth effect is 
largely psychological. Your net 

worth on paper will fluctuate, 
but if  your income, emergency 
savings, and long-term plans are 
still intact, then cutting off all 
experience-based spending will 
do more harm than good.

Ask yourself: “Is my fear 
based on the actual numbers—
or how I feel about them?” 

If  it’s the numbers, then re-
view your historical net worth 
data and if  it’s close to 12-24 
months ago, know this happens 
and will happen again. Move 
on.

Now if  it’s how you feel, 
then consider the sources driv-
ing your fear. If  you’re doom-
scrolling politics, maybe it’s time 
to put the phone down, go for a 
walk, listen to some music and 
think how to move forward with 
your planned experience spend-
ing. 

Now if  your budget doesn’t 
have planned experience spend-
ing, that’s another topic for an-
other day. 

Life Moves Pretty Fast…
To paraphrase Ferris Buel-

ler, “Life moves pretty fast, if  
you stop until everything feels 
financially perfect, you could 
miss it”. Spending mindfully 
on experiences that matter isn’t 
wasteful—it’s often the best in-
vestment you can make. Oh 
Yeeeaah!

The opinions voiced in this 
material are for general infor-
mation only and are not in-
tended to provide specific advice 
or recommendations for any in-
dividual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Glenn Brown, CFP

A fresh start,
A CARING COMMUNITY

As nature blossoms, so can you — 
at Whitney Place Assisted Living and 
Memory Care at Natick. With select 
apartments starting at $5,995, 
there’s no better time to embrace 
a fresh start in a caring, supportive 
community built to help you thrive. 
 
Your next chapter starts here — 
call 508-655-5000 to schedule your 
personal tour today!

Whitney Place at Natick
Three Vision Drive, Route 9 West
Natick, MA 01760

HollistonJewelers@gmail.com  •  508.429.2975
804 Washington Street, Holliston

TUES-FRI: 10-5  •  SAT: 10-3  •  SUN/MON: CLOSED

J and R Turco Inc. Over 50 years in business!

Mother’s

Mother’s

Day Sale!

Day Sale!

20-30% OFF

20-30% OFF

 In sto
re items th

rough May 31, 2
025

Diamonds  •  Engagement Rings
Jewelry Engraving  •  Jewelry Repair  •  Watch Repair

 Pearl/Bead Restringing  •  Appraisals & More

Advertise your business! 
Call Susanne: 508-954-8148

 or email sue@sodellconsult.com
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
Tame the Mane—We’ve Got The 
Secret to Smooth Summer Hair 
By Gina Woelfel

Has your frizzy hair gone rogue 
with a mind of its own? Don’t 
sweat it! When the humidity hits, 
The Saphira Mineral DeFrizz Treat-
ment will have you smooth sail-
ing all summer long.

Frizz and lack of  definition 
are common struggles, especially 
in the summer heat  for people 
with curly, wavy and textured 
hair. But now, you can say “Buh-
bye” to frizz and hello to the most 
smooth, defined curls with the 
Saphira Mineral DeFrizz  Treat-
ment, available at b.LUXE Hair and 
Makeup Studio in Medway, MA. 
“My curls have never looked 
this good—soft, defined, and to-
tally frizz-free,” says one happy 
b.LUXE client, Linda Picard.” 
“It’s a total game-changer for 
summer.

Beach days and warm sum-
mer nights are calling—and 
we’re here to help you look your 
best—effortlessly. Managing 
frizzy hair can feel like a full-time 
job, but what if  we told you that 
you could say goodbye to frizz 
without losing your hair’s natu-
ral texture or integrity? Imagine 
a summer where your hair stays 

smooth and  hydrated—even in 
the muggy heat. We’re talking 
about a quick, easy, and effec-
tive solution for everyone—from 
those with tough curls to fine, 
damaged hair. 

Ready to learn more? Let’s dive 
into why the Saphira Treatment is 
the must-have summer service for 
you!

Frizz-Free Hair Without 
the Fuss

The magic behind this treat-
ment is in the ingredients! Its 
mineral-based DeFrizz technol-
ogy is composed of  26 Dead Sea 
Minerals, Lily Flower and Essential 
Oils.  These ingredients work to-
gether to soothe and refresh your 
scalp, promoting a healthy foun-
dation for your hair. The treat-
ment also includes hyaluronic 
acid, which is a humectant that 
helps seal in moisture to keep 
your hair hydrated, preventing 
dryness and minimizing frizz. It’s 
like a spa day for your hair!

And did we mention the dia-
mond powder? We’re talking the 
fancy stuff here, folks—because 
diamonds are a girl’s best friend, 
right? The Saphira Mineral 

Treatment infuses your hair with 
diamond powder for an extra 
dose of  luxe, leaving it smoother, 
more radiant, and shining with a 
healthy, head-turning glow.

The Difference is in the 
Texture

Love your waves, curls and 
coils? Keep them! Not to be con-
fused with traditional smoothing 
or keratin treatments that relax 
and straighten the hair. The 
Saphira Mineral DeFrizz Treat-
ment retains your natural texture 
while eliminating frizz, healing 
the hair and adding strength. A 
thermodynamic process occurs 
when the treatment is applied. 
One of  the key ingredients, Hy-
aluronic Acid is a humectant 
which hydrates the hair and seals 
in moisture, eliminating protein 
bonds that create frizz. This new 
technology is unlike anything else 
on the market.  

Quick, No-Hassle 
Treatment

One of  the best things about 
the Saphira Mineral DeFrizz 
Treatment is how easy and fast 
it is—no hours spent in the salon 

or sitting under a hooded dryer. 
In fact, this treatment can be 
done in under 60 minutes, with 
no processing time required. So, 
you can get an effortless, frizz-
free look during your lunch break 
and be ready to take on the rest 
of  your day! Plus, it’s formulated 
without harsh chemicals, so no 
strong smells or waiting for the 
treatment to “process.” Another 
bonus! Air drying and blowouts 
are so much easier! By reducing 
frizz, your curls and waves dry 
smoother and sleeker.

Lasting Results That Will 
Keep You Frizz-Free for 
Months

Now, let’s talk about longev-
ity. After just one treatment, the 
Saphira Mineral DeFrizz Treat-
ment will leave your hair smooth, 
hydrated, and frizz-free for up to 
five months. That means you can 
enjoy beautiful hair all summer 
long!

The Best Part? It Works 
on All Hair Types.

Tough curls, damaged strands, 
fine hair—you name it, this treat-
ment’s got it covered. It’s the 
go-to solution for anyone looking 
to keep their hair healthy, shiny, 
and frizz-free.

Book Your Saphira 
Mineral DeFrizz 
Treatment Today!

Go on—you deserve it! Skip 
the daily frizz battle and spend 
more time enjoying your sum-
mer. The weather’s heating up, 
and it’s the perfect time to level 
up your hair game. With the 
Saphira Treatment, you can fi-
nally say goodbye to frizz and 
hello to smooth, shiny hair—
perfect for summer, and just as 
amazing year-round.

The Saphira DeFrizz Treat-
ment is priced at $275 and in-
cludes a full-sized Prep & Maintain 
Shampoo and Mineral Mist for you 
to take home.

So, why wait? Book your ap-
pointment today and give your 
hair the luxury treatment it de-
serves.

To schedule a Saphira Min-
eral Defrizz Healing Treatment, 
you can scan the QR code above, 
call us at (508) 321-1624 or go to 
bluxe.com to see all we have to 
offer. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Your curls...but, better!

• All natural 
• No processing time
• No fumes
• No final rinse
• Heals and repairs
• Seals and improves color
• Fresh clean smell
• Uses low heat
• Lasts up to five months

SAPHIRA MINERAL DEFRIZZ 
SMOOTHING TREATMENT

Scan to visit bLUXE.com

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY
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It’s official! Ahronian Landscaping is celebrating  
40 years in business! 

About this significant mile-
stone, they happily said: 

“We’re so proud to mark 
four decades of  turning out-
door dreams into reality, and we 
couldn’t have done it without 
YOU! Thank you to our loyal 
customers, hardworking crew, 
and supportive community for 
helping us grow season after 
season.” 

Ahronian Landscaping & 
Design specializes in high-end 
landscape design and build ser-
vices that transform outdoor 
spaces into personalized retreats. 
For 40 years, the family-owned 
company has proudly served the 
Metrowest area and beyond, of-
fering everything from patio in-
stallation and outdoor kitchens 
to fire features, water elements, 
and inground pools. Whether 
you’re searching for landscap-
ing, lawn care, or custom land-
scape design in Massachusetts, 
their team delivers unmatched 
craftsmanship and care. They 
excel in creating functional 
landscapes that enhance curb 
appeal and support year-round 
outdoor living.

In addition to the design and 
installation of  these beautiful 
spaces, Ahronian Landscaping 
also maintains their custom-
ers’ landscapes, with a compre-
hensive garden maintenance 
service plan that includes prun-
ing, weeding, spring and fall 
cleanups, and fine gardening. 
They have a detailed approach 
to their work and take pride in 
transforming spaces for their 
clients to be able to enjoy for a 
long time.

It all began in 1985, when 
Mark and Linda Ahronian put 
the first shovel in the ground. 
Working part-time until the 
company grew, Mark and Linda 
laid bricks, raked leaves, and 
planted gardens out of  one 
pickup truck in their “free” 
time, and accumulated a strong 
customer base. Over time, they 
were able to hire skilled em-
ployees who created a tightly 
knit team with a culture of  hard 
work, professional growth, and 
belonging. The company cred-
its the team’s high standards for 
their continued expansion, but 
also the culture of  family they 
have created together and all the 
joy and laughs they share.

Now, around twenty-five em-
ployees strong, Ahronian Land-
scaping takes on many more 
projects and thrives off the vari-
ety and quality of  services they 
offer. They consider themselves 
a “group of  doers” and work 
hard to ensure their clients are 
happy with the results.

While Ahronian Landscaping 
has a major presence in Metrow-
est yards, they are also highly in-
volved in the community at large.  
Sponsoring community events 
and projects in town is part of  
the company’s mission to help 
create vibrant, inclusive com-
munities by developing and en-
hancing spaces that bring people 
together. 

As leaders in the industry, 
they have a vast base of  knowl-
edge and experience, with all of  
their designers holding the Mas-
sachusetts Certified Horticul-
turist designation awarded by 
the Massachusetts Nursery and 
Landscape Association (MNLA). 
The company has been a mem-
ber of  the MNLA for decades, 

previously serving as President, 
and having members on the 
Board of  Directions and nu-
merous committees. They have 
a strong focus on their part in 
the Green Industry, because 
they understand that it makes 
an enormous difference for both 
them and their customers.

The company is unwaver-
ingly committed to their core 

values: quality, integrity, team-
work, efficiency, and growth. 
Those are the driving forces 
that allow them to be who they 
are and do what they do. They 
aim to foster opportunities for 
connection, well-being, and 
growth both within the com-
pany and the larger community. 
Their mission is to provide the 
best customer service through 

communication, quality craft-
manship, and horticultural 
standards; and the impact they 
make motivates them to keep on 
building.

Here’s to 40 more years of  
digging in, planting strong roots, 
and building something beauti-
ful!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

The Ahronian team at the beginning of the 2025 season.

Founders, Mark and 
Linda Ahronian

PLEASE RECYCLE
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RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Get your FREE roof

INSPECTION

* VALID THROUGH JUNE 1, 2025

MASTERPIECEROOF.COM

&Call Now
(508) 882-6080

FREE INSPECTION

$497 OFF *
COMPLETE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT

3Roof Replacement
3Roof Repair
3Roof Rejuvenation
3Siding
3Gutters
3Windows

AFFORDABLE
FINANCING
O P T I O N S
AVAILABLE

Holliston’s Annual Touch-A-Truck Fundraiser & Food 
Truck Festival is Back!

Holliston Newcomers & 
Neighbors (HNN) invites chil-
dren of  all ages to climb aboard 
a variety of  trucks and vehicles 
at this year’s Touch-A-Truck 
Fundraiser & Food Truck Festi-
val on Saturday, May 17, 2025.  
The event will run from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm, rain or shine, at 
the Sam Placentino Elementary 
School, 235 Woodland Street 

(off Route 16) in Holliston, MA.  
The event will be horn-free for 
the first hour (10:00 am – 11:00 
am), which is ideal for younger 
children and children with spe-
cial needs.

We anticipate over 50 trucks, 
including police & fire, heavy 
construction, landscaping, tree 
removal, and highway, will be 
available for children to touch, 

climb and explore.
Bring your appetites be-

cause food trucks will be offer-
ing a wide menu of  delicious 
options including burgers, hot 
dogs, BBQ, Mexican, candy, ice 
cream, fried dough and many 
other tasty treats.

And there’s more! Fran Flynn 
the Strolling Magician will wow 
you with his magic tricks and 

balloon-tying artistry (10:30 
am to 1:30 pm) and DJ Danny 
will provide musical entertain-
ment throughout the event.  For 
an additional fee, and available 
throughout the event, Roaming 
Railroad will take children on a 
train ride and Imagine That will 
offer face painting.

Event admission is $10 per 
child (12 & under) and $2 per 
adult.  Proceeds support Hol-
liston Newcomers & Neighbors’ 
Community Grant Fund.  The 
HNN Community Grant Fund 
provides funding for important 

Holliston events and services, 
including the Holliston Parks 
& Recreation Summer Concert 
Series, Holliston Town Library 
free museum passes, Holliston 
Downtown Marigold Project, 
and upgrades to Holliston Com-
munity Farm.

We encourage you to fol-
low the Holliston Newcomers 
& Neighbors Facebook page @
HollistonNewcomersAndNeigh-
bors and our website www.
HollistonNewcomers.org for 
ongoing event updates.

The Holliston Newcomers & Neighbors is a not for profit organization. 
The group coordinates charitable, civic, educational, and recreational 
events and activities in the town of Holliston, MA. The goal is to 
encourage association among community members and to foster 
community spirit. Membership is open to both residents and non-
residents of Holliston. If you are interested in joining HNN, please visit 
our website at www.hollistonnewcomers.org.

508-533-4588 • ourtownpublishing.com
printing@ourtownpublishing.com

• Full-service & high-quality printing
• Ready to help with your business, school or 

organization’s projects 
• We are print specialists who can also assist 

with our expertise to develop, design & mail 

CALL TO GET A QUOTE TODAY! 

... is here to service ALL of your
  PRINTING NEEDS



May 2025	   Find us on Facebook  |  Holliston Town News 	 Page 13

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com

Make Your Mother’s Day 
Reservations NOW!

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

New England  New England  
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com

Make Your Mother’s Day Reservations NOW!

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

School’s Out 
2025

9 WEEKS OF FUN 
9 AM – 3 PM

Monday – Friday 
Ages 5 – 12

Register Online Today!
SurgeNinjaGym.com

88C Elm Street, Hopkinton  •  (508) 435-2400

Activities
• Ninja Obstacles
• Open Gym
• Group Games
• Arts & Crafts
• Water Fun
• Snack & Lunch Time

S U M M E R  S C H O O L ' S  O U T  2 0 2 4J U N E  2 4 T H  - A U G U S T  2 3 R D

9  W E E K S  T O  C H O O S E  F R O MY O U  S E L E C T  Y O U R  W E E K S  A N D  D A Y SN I N J A  O B S T A C L E S ,  A R T S  &  C R A F T SS N A C K  &  L U N C H ,  B A C K Y A R D  A N D  W A T E R  F U N !9 : 0 0 A M - 3 : 0 0 P M

R e g i s t r a t i o n  N o w  O p e n  O n l i n e  &  b y  P a r e n t  P o r t a l
w w w . s u r g e n i n j a g y m . c o m

/

S U M M E R  S C H O O L ' S  O U T  2 0 2 4

J U N E  2 4 T H  - A U G U S T  2 3 R D

9  W E E K S  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M

Y O U  S E L E C T  Y O U R  W E E K S  A N D  D A Y S

N I N J A  O B S T A C L E S ,  A R T S  &  C R A F T S

S N A C K  &  L U N C H ,  B A C K Y A R D  A N D  W A T E R  F U N !

9 : 0 0 A M - 3 : 0 0 P M

R e g i s t r a t i o n  N o w  O p e n  O n l i n e  &  b y  P a r e n t  P o r t a l

w w w . s u r g e n i n j a g y m . c o m

/

MMS Perform Annual Celebration of Spring
The Mudville Madrigal Sing-

ers, now in their thirty-second 
year, will soon perform their an-
nual celebration of  spring at two 
local churches. The program 
includes works by Byrd, Janne-
quin, Britten, Vaughn Williams, 
and Gershwin; and contempo-
rary composers Lauridsen, Joel,  
and Busby, Bono, and Barnwell. 
They will sing at the Christ the 

King Lutheran Church at 600 
Central Street in Holliston at 
8 p.m. on Friday, May 30. The 
next day they will be at the Con-
gregational Church of  Weston 
at 130 Newton Street in Weston, 
again at 8 p.m. Admission is free 
with donations gratefully ac-
cepted. They hope music-loving 
and spring-loving readers of  this 
notice will attend.

More currently: 

The MMS in earlier days:

Advertise your business! 
Call Susanne: 508-954-8148

 or email sue@sodellconsult.com
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family owned and operated for 45 years

John’s Birkenstock
repair center

Superior Shoe & Boot Repair
21E CharlEs strEEt, holliston, Ma 01746
839a Main strEEt (rt. 20), WalthaM, Ma

John ElhiloW, C.PED, o.s.t. (508) 429-2038

sPECializing in laDiEs high hEEl tiP rEPlaCEMEnt

CErtifiED in PEDorthiCs/orthoPEDiC shoE MoDs

tall Horse riding Boot Zipper specialist

www.superiorshoerepair.com

Swirl Into Spring with Apricot Lane
Dresses, Sets, and a Variety of Accessories are Waiting for You!

By Jane Lebak

With spring around the 
corner and days getting lon-
ger, it’s time to brighten up the 
wardrobe with lighter colors, 
breathable fabrics, and plans for 
warmer weather.

“Springtime means dresses,” 
says Marta McNulty, owner of  
Franklin’s Apricot Lane Bou-
tique. “Last year, we became the 
town’s dress destination, and it’s 
easy to see why.”

Apricot Lane is a sweet 
little boutique tucked behind 
the Starbucks on Route 140. 
Stocked with hand-selected 
fashions, the shop hits the sweet 
spot between fashionable and 
practical, keeping costs down 
and always targeted toward local 
tastes and needs.

This spring’s dress selection 
covers all the bases, from formal 
to semi formal to casual events. 
Apricot Lane can outfit you for 
an evening wedding in Boston 
Common or a mid-afternoon 
wedding in a countryside barn. 
They can get you set up with a 
sundress for the beach or even 
just a t-shirt dress to run errands.

Colors this season are mostly 
lighter, shades of  beige, pink and 
baby blue, and Marta’s personal 
favorite, the combo dresses. “It’s 
a dress which has a crochet top, 
tank or cap sleeves, and airy cot-
ton from the waist down.”

Another trend this season is 
the denim dress. “These aren’t 

GenX denim dresses. Blended 
with Tencel, today’s denim 
dresses are light and flowy, beau-
tifully tailored, and flattering for 
any figure.” Marta says, “We’re 
used to denim being bulky, but 
these have to be seen to be be-
lieved. Seen, touched, worn, and 
then loved.”

For cooler evenings, you can 
pair the dresses with the perfect 
cover-up. “We have adorable 
shrug sweaters and little jack-
ets. Because they’re cruelty-free, 
vegan leather jackets are the 
current status quo, and we have 
many of  those,” Marta adds. 

Last year, many of  Apricot 
Lane’s customers wanted out-
fits for country music concerts. 
Marta says. “We’d combine glit-
tery tops and denim skirts, or 
we’d pair an airy cotton dress 
with a light jacket, a coordinat-
ing pair of  sunglasses, and state-
ment jewelry pieces.” 

Coordinating separates is 
Marta’s specialty. Her initial 
experience as a visual mer-
chandiser for both H&M and 
Bloomingdales taught her how 
to quickly pair not only col-
ors that work together, but also 
interesting texture combina-
tions and different styles. These 
blends create a person’s own 
signature look. “You can come 
in and build an entire capsule 
wardrobe with several carefully-
selected pieces,” she says.

In choosing this spring’s 
lineup, Marta continues Apricot 

Lane’s commitment to chari-
table causes. Beaded bracelets 
by Noble Venture are made by 
survivors of  human trafficking 
in Nepal, Haiti, and Guatemala, 
and sales help them rescue other 
victims. Clothing from Vero 
Moda, a Denmark brand, is 
made from 100% recycled ma-
terials, and their manufacturing 
process is certified eco-friendly. 
ESW face masks are cruelty-free 
and also biodegradable, so after 
you use one, you can compost it 
in your yard…or even in a house 
plant.

“We just brought in WMP, 
Wear Me Pro, a line of  sun-
glasses that makes a donation for 
every pair sold to the Arizona 
Humane Society – the state’s 
largest no kill shelter,” says 
Marta. “They look great, and 
you feel great wearing them.”

The current season features 
Molly Bracken, Elan, Another 
Love, Vero Moda, Good Ameri-
can, Hidden, Vervet Denim, 
Kinsey Designs and Kendra 
Scott jewelry collection. “I 
source from all over the world,” 
says Marta. “This year, a num-
ber of  Canadian brands stood 
out as very high quality, and 
strikingly different, so I’m intro-
ducing Franklin to new brands, 
like DEX, R.D. Style, and 
B.Young. I think they’re going 
to love them.”

Stop over at Apricot Lane, 
at 342 East Central Street in 

Franklin, to pick up a summer-
accented necklace, and maybe 
spend an hour in the spacious 
changing rooms trying on every 
piece of  your brand new cap-
sule wardrobe. Or, just visit their 
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/apricotlane-
franklin. 

Let Apricot Lane get you 
ready. Ready for spring, ready 
for concerts, ready for drinks 
with friends…ready for any-
thing.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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FutureChessMasters.com
 200 Homer Ave., Ashland • 508.622.5388

CHESS
    LESSONS

   CHESS
TOURNAMENTS

ALL AGES &
SKILL LEVELS

JOIN US
TODAY! 

Walk, Bike, Roll To 
School May 7
It’s that time again to Walk, Bike & Roll to 
school!

The event is being hosted rain or shine on May 7! 

Come Walk, Bike, & Roll with the Holliston Police!

JULY 7-11, JULY 21-25, AUGUST 4-8
10AM-4PM   •  AGES 7-14
$550 (SIBLING DISCOUNT AVAILABLE)

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED, NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE NEEDED

200 HOMER AVE, ASHLAND
ZETAFENCING@GMAIL.COM  •  ZETAFENCING.NET

508-655-6480

LEARN FROM WORLD CHAMPIONS!
FENCING

ZETAFENCING.NET • 200 HOMER AVE, ASHLAND
ZETAFENCING@GMAIL.COM  

508.655.6480

TRY A NEW SPORT THIS SUMMER:

JULY 7-11, JULY 21-25, AUGUST 4-8
10AM-4PM   •  AGES 7-14
$550 (SIBLING DISCOUNT AVAILABLE)

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED, NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE NEEDED

200 HOMER AVE, ASHLAND
ZETAFENCING@GMAIL.COM  •  ZETAFENCING.NET

508-655-6480

LEARN FROM WORLD CHAMPIONS!
FENCINGFENCING

LEARN FROM WORLD CHAMPIONS!
JULY 7-11, JULY 21-25, AUGUST 4-8

10AM-4PM • AGES 7-14
$550 (SIBLING DISCOUNT AVAILABLE)  •  ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED, NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE NEEDED

Advertise your business! 
Call Susanne: 508-954-8148

 or email sue@sodellconsult.com

Advertise your business! 
Call Susanne: 508-954-8148

 or email sue@sodellconsult.com

781-444-7577
www.ConnellRoofing.com

Experience the Best in Roofing:
60+ Years of Quality Service

OUR SERVICES
  Roofing 
  Siding 
  Gutters 
  Windows 
  Doors 
  Skylights

OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
 $99 Service Calls

  Gutter Cleaning 
  Small Leaks 
  Ventilation Questions 
  Flashing Repairs

“Quality and Professionalism Every Shingle Time”

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED
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Take control. Manage your acne with a customized  
treatment program designed to clear your unique skin.

Education. Coaching. Support.
90% of my clients clear in 12-16 weeks

Lisa Massimiano - Licensed Aesthetician, Acne Specialist
Certified by the National Face Reality Acne Clinic

Schedule your acne consultation today!

508-881-1180

SkinSmartSalon.com
SkinSmartSalon@aol.com 

44 Front Street, 2nd Floor • AShlAnd  

Before after

ACNE CLINIC FOR ALL AGES

Achieve Clear Skin

Struggling With 
Acne?
By Lisa Massimiano, 
Licensed Esthetician and 
Certified Acne Specialist 

If  you have been diagnosed 
with acne and haven’t been sat-
isfied with drug store products 
or the suggested treatment from 
your doctor, consider seeing an 
Acne Specialist.
What is an Acne Specialist?

An Acne Specialist is a li-
censed skin care professional 
who is specially trained to treat 
acne using a combination of  
clinical treatments, home care 
protocols and regular follow-up 
during the process of  clearing 
acne prone skin. 

Most physicians don’t have 
the time to spend educating pa-
tients on the root cause of  their 
acne. They often prescribe oral 
antibiotics and strong topical 
retinoids that can leave skin dry, 
red and irritated. Patients get 
frustrated with these side effects 
and stop using the products. 
How an Acne Specialist Can Help 
You.

An Acne Specialist will as-
sess your individual skin type, 
and the type of  acne you have, 
to develop a plan of  action spe-

cifically for you. They will take 
the time to teach you about the 
root cause of  acne and provide 
information on lifestyle, diet, 
medications, and ingredients 
in makeup and skin care prod-
ucts that exacerbate acne. They 
help you to get your skin clear 
and teach you how to keep your 
acne under control.

For people struggling with 
acne, it can be frustrating to try 
and communicate with their 
doctor on a timely basis. My cli-
ents tell me that the best part of  
working with an Acne Special-
ist is that we are there for them 
to answer their questions and 
provide support while they go 
through the process of  getting  
their skin clear.

Questions about acne? Email 
Lisa Massimiano, owner Skin 
Smart Salon and Acne Clinic at 
skinsmartsalon@aol.com or call 
508 881-1180. Visit the website 
skinsmartsalon.com for infor-
mation about Skin Smart’s acne 
program and other services.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 5-31-2025

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 5-31-2025H H

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

Don’t forget Don’t forget 
your muffins,cakes your muffins,cakes 

and pastry for and pastry for 
mothers day!mothers day!

muffinhousecafe.com

AC • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Call today for AC Preseason Specials!Call today for AC Preseason Specials!
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Spring Cleaning is Greener with Affordable Junk Removal
There are plenty of  reasons 

to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe walking through your 
basement has gotten difficult 
or there is no more room in the 
attic? Perhaps you are planning 
to move, and you need to declut-
ter before your open house? 

Figuring out who to call can 
be challenging. If  you contact 
one of  the big haulers, they route 
you to a phone center where 
they’ve never even heard of  your 
town, plus their pricing seems 
vague and full of  extra fees. No 
wonder you’ve let the stuff pile 
up—it’s too much of  a hassle to 
get rid of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep commu-
nity roots take care of  everything.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and work-
ing nights and weekends when he 
could. As the years rolled on, his 
business grew, but his commit-
ment to customer service never 
wavered. Now he’s got a staff of  
ten, along with eight trucks, ser-
vicing eastern and central Mas-
sachusetts and northern Rhode 
Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 
or office is overflowing with stuff, 
take back your space and let the 
pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have handled 
it all. They’ve dismantled above-
ground pools, hauled away an-
cient hot tubs, taken down old 
fencing, and stripped away worn 
carpeting. They’ll come for a sin-
gle item, or they’ll clean out an 
entire house. And they can take 
almost anything. They can’t ac-
cept hazardous materials, brush, 
dirt, or concrete, but everything 
else is fair game for them to take 
away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 

He first tries to either recycle or 
donate items. Only after he tries 
to repurpose items do they end 
up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable 
Junk Removal is simple. First, 
you can load stuff yourself  if  you 
want by renting a 15-cubic-yard 
dumpster for a week and chuck-
ing up to a ton of  your unwanted 
stuff. If  you need to get rid of  
more weight, then Jay prorates 
that tonnage—you never pay for 
what you don’t use.

If  you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of  
your unwanted things if  you pile 
it up. Or if  you don’t want to lift 
a finger, then you can point at the 
items, and the team will fill up 
their truck and haul away your 
unwanted things. However you 
do it, you’re left with more space 
and more peace of  mind.

Jay and his team beat the big 
waste haulers on both price and 
customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone call 
goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for an 
appointment. There aren’t any 
hidden costs or surprise fees with 
Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 
fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 

job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day 
service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 

Holliston. It’s not uncommon for 
someone to reach Jay at the res-
taurant, order a sandwich, and 
then schedule a junk removal 
appointment. Yes, the local small 
business really can handle every-
thing!

Contact Affordable Junk Re-
moval and let a local small busi-
ness take care of  everything for 
you. Call Jay Schadler at (774) 
287-1133 or visit us online at 
www.affordablejunkremoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the 
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks 
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523   |   LiftMaster.com   |   Wi-Fi® is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

Text to go here 

More text 

Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com

See clearly. Close securely.
Kids make it home from school? Did you close the garage 
door? Give yourself peace of mind that your family and 
home are safe and secure with the LiftMaster Secure 
View™ 84505R. The built-in camera lets you stream 
video, record it, and offers 2-way communication through 
the myQ app — which also allows you to remotely open 
and close your garage door from anywhere, at anytime. 

Model 84505R

Your trusted local professional  
service & installer.

Download the FREE myQ® app

*View a live-stream of your garage for free. 7-day and 30-day video storage options are available via a monthly or yearly subscription.
Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.Google Play and the 
Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. © 2022 The Chamberlain Group LLC. All Rights Reserved. LiftMaster, the LiftMaster logo, myQ and the myQ logo are registered trademarks 
of The Chamberlain Group LLC. 300 Windsor Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523   |   LiftMaster.com   |   Wi-Fi® is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance 18967801

Text to go here 

More text 

Call or visit our website today!

(508) 883-4522 
mygaragedoor.com

Your trusted local professional service & installer.
UNMATCHED REPUTATION, OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Call or visit our website today
GARAGE DOOR EXPERTS

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-4522   •    www.mygaragedoor.comFamily-Owned since 1992

Looking to advertise your business? 
Contact Susanne: 508-954-8148

sue@sodellconsult.com
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localtownpages

Think Summer! Warm weather. Beaches. 
Golfing. Hiking. Outdoor dining. Are you looking forward to it as much as we are? 

Then promote your business and events with our annual Summer Guide – 
jam-packed with things to do this summer. Just add warm weather!

Reservation Deadline is May 8th! 
Contact Susanne Odell Farber at 

508-954-8148 
or by email at 

sue@sodellconsult.com 
to book your space today!

Reach more than 73,000 homes and 
businesses this June with our 

Annual Summer Guide. Direct mailed 
to Auburn, Charlton, Dudley, 
Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale, 

Mendon, Millbury, Northbridge, 
Oxford, Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge 

and Webster!

Summer Guide!Summer Guide!
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Holliston Senior Center 
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Garages                   Additions                   Modular Homes              In-Law ApartmentsGarages                   Additions                   Modular Homes              In-Law Apartments

•Building Plans•Building Plans
•Excavation and Backfill •Excavation and Backfill 
  with Existing Material  with Existing Material
•Foundation with 4’ Frost •Foundation with 4’ Frost 
  Wall Footings  Wall Footings
•4” Reinforced Concrete Floor•4” Reinforced Concrete Floor
•2” x 6” Construction•2” x 6” Construction
•Plywood Roof and OSB •Plywood Roof and OSB 
  Wall Sheathing  Wall Sheathing
•2 Double Hung Windows•2 Double Hung Windows
•Vinyl Siding•Vinyl Siding
•2 - 9’ x 7’ Overhead Garage•2 - 9’ x 7’ Overhead Garage
   Doors   Doors
•30 Year Architectural Shingles•30 Year Architectural Shingles

STANDARD GARAGE STANDARD GARAGE 
PACKAGES INCLUDE:PACKAGES INCLUDE:

CALL 
CALL TODAY

TODAYFOR A FREE
FOR A FREEESTIMATE
ESTIMATE

WWW.GBIAVIS.COM
(508) 476-1500

The Corner Spot 
CultureFest

 The Corner Spot is back 
for Season 8 and the #bestspo-
tintownjust keeps getting better! 
All of  the events you know and 
love will be making a comeback: 
Culture Fest, Opening Day, 
Earth Day, Pups on the Spot and 
more! We’re excited to be intro-
ducing some new events, ven-
dors, performers and food trucks 
this year to keep things exciting 
all season long!

The fun kicks off with Earth 
Day on Saturday, May 10th, fol-

lowed by CultureFest on Satur-
day, May 31st. These two events 
mark the official start of  another 
unforgettable season at The Cor-
ner Spot.

Don’t miss a beat—check 
out our full calendar, sign up for 
event reminders, and connect 
with us on social media through 
our website: thecornerspotash-
land.com.

Come for the events, stay for 
the vibe. It’s going to be a great 
season at The Corner Spot.

Garden Club Sale
The Ashland Garden Club is 

hosting its annual spring plant 
sale on Saturday, May 17.

On sale will be sun and shade 
perennials, as well as other plants.

The sale will be held rain or 
shine, from 9 AM to noon. It will 
be held in Montenegro Square, 
across from the Ashland Public 
Library.

For more information, visit 
ashlandgardenclub.com.
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Sports

Holliston’s Premier Spa for
Facials, Laser Treatments & more!

BOOK NOW call 508.861.1600
851 Washington St., Holliston  •  MarromBeauty.com

Mother’s Day SpecialMother’s Day Special
Treat Mom to the Gift ofTreat Mom to the Gift of

Relaxation & Radiant SkinRelaxation & Radiant Skin

LUXURY FACIAL 
Mother’s Day Edition

$120
Everything She Deserves & More! 

Offer Available for a Limited Time!

 REGULAR

$180

A Wonderful Surprise
BY Christopher Tremblay, 
Staff Sports Writer

The 2024 boys tennis season 
wasn’t not one that Holliston 
wants to remember. The Pan-
thers endured a year of  struggles 
and finished with only a single 
win against 13 loses. With the 
poor season now in its rearview 
mirror Coach Jay Dupuis is 
rather optimistic about the up-
coming season despite the Pan-
thers losing their number one 
singles player to graduation.

“Everyone else is back, plus 
we have a bunch of  bright new 
additions,” Dupuis said. “We’re 
going to be a really young team, 
but I am super excited about 
what I’ve seen so far.”

This spring the Holliston 
starting lineup will include two 
returning seniors, who will each 
be playing as half  of  the two 
doubles teams. The other five 
starters will include a first-year 
sophomore and four freshman 
as well as another freshman 
looking to crack the starting 
lineup definitely giving Dupuis 
a very young team. However, 
while the team may seem young 
on paper, their talent is off the 
charts and translates exception-
ally well on the courts.

Senior co-captains Sohan Ja-
vali and Sebastian Dumont will 
each anchor one of  the Panthers 
doubles teams. Javali (last years 
seconds singles) will be paired 
with freshman Denis Grishech-
kin while Dumont (last year’s 
third singles) will be playing with 
freshman Nayan Alluri.

“I like the leadership that 
Sohan brings being paired at 
first doubles with Nayan, who is 
young but comes with a lot of  
experience. Besides I’ve always 
thought that Sohan was better 
suited for doubles,” the Panther 
Coach said. “So far the second 
doubles team have been doing a 
real good job together.”

While the Holliston Coach 
had no idea that Grishechkin 
was coming out for the team this 
spring, he is extremely happy 
that he did. The freshman gives 

the Panthers yet another tal-
ent young athlete with a good 
forehand as well a backhand. 
Dupuis loves the fact that his 
consistency is excellent and he 
does not make unforced errors.

Scheduled to play first singles 
will be first year tennis player 
Cody Bloom. Unfortunately, 
Bloom will be sidelined for the 
team’s first match with an injury 
but he coach believes he’ll be 
back sooner than later.

“When he is healthy, he’s one 
of  the best players in the en-
tire state, let alone the league,” 
the Holliston Coach said. “He 
is a phenomenal athlete and 
probably the best I have ever 
coached during my four years at 
Holliston. He is a true number 
one and glad that he decided to 
come out for the team for the 
first time.”

Returning to the team after 
a two-year absence is Mark 
Merlis. As a freshman Merlis 
was one of  the first to sign up 
but later went on to work with 
a personal trainer. Merlis brings 
a great knowledge of  the game 
to Holliston as well as court cov-
erage and will be holding down 
the second singles spot this sea-
son for the Panthers.

“Mark is a very serious ten-
nis player, who knows that he is 
only going to improve his game 
by playing against the likes of  
Cody,” Dupuis said. “He has 
an excellent game and can do 
it all. His backhand is one of  
better ones I’ve seen and it’s the 
strength of  his game.”

Freshman Zackary Zurita-
Gavikov will start the season in 
the third singles position, while 
Denis Grishechkin will hold 
down the third spot. Zurita-
Gavikov is already an excellent 
tennis player, but according to 
the Coach he will eventually 
be a phenomenal talent on the 
court. 

“His forehand is unreal and 
he has a great knowledge of  
the game,” Dupuis said. “I saw 
him as a seventh grader and was 
amazed; I couldn’t wait for him 
to get to the high school to play 

for me.”
In addition to the seven 

starters, Dupuis has two other 
freshman standing in the wings 
looking to battle it out for a spot 
in the starting lineup. Anshul 
Vompolu is another young ten-
nis player with a bright future 
ahead of  him as is Vishak Raja, 
who the coach sees as an oppos-
ing young man at the net who is 
fearless, but raw. However, with 
some training he’ll be able to 
take his game to the next level. 
Vompolu has the ability to cover 
the entire court and his first and 
second serves are top-notch. Du-
puis likes his knowledge of  the 
game and knows that the fresh-
man will be pushing the other 
players in challenge matches to 
get playing time.

“Last year things were cut 
and dry with our players, this 
year things could turn on a 
dime,” the Panther coach said. 
“We have several outstanding 
freshman, which is leaving me 
excited about the season. I think 
that we’re going to surprise a lot 
of  teams this year.”

Being that the team did not 
qualify for the State Tourna-
ment last year, which is Dupuis 
number one goal this year – get 
into the tournament and let’s 
see what happens. After that, 
he would love to see the team 
staying competitive with each 
and every match they play and 
finally wants to win more games 
than they lose. Dupuis feels that 
if  the team can accomplish the 
last goal it will be a really big 
surprise to the rest of  the Tri-
Valley League.

“I am really looking forward 
to an exciting year. The captains 
are excited, the young kids are 
excited and I’m excited,” he 
said. “We have some good talent 
and a season to look forward to. 
Having solid returners as well as 
true tennis players is giving me 
a lot of  hope. If  we stay healthy, 
we’re going to surprise a lot of  
teams.”

Despite opening the season 
with a loss, the Panthers were 
able to tie last years win total 
with a 4-1 win over Norwood 
in only its second game of  the 
season.
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Recent Home Sales
Date	 Holliston	 Amount
04/17/2025	 280 Washington Street	 $750,000
04/14/2025	 22 Winston Road	 $1.215 mil
04/14/2025	 246 Fiske Street	 $677,000
04/14/2025	 343 Washington Street	 $810,900
04/11/2025	 613 Norfolk Street	 $790,000
04/07/2025	 42 Hollis Street	 $715,000
04/07/2025	 58 Ruth Ellen Road	 $800,000
04/01/2025	 54 Westfield Drive	 $460,000
03/31/2025	 20 Regency Drive	 $305,000
03/28/2025	 192 Adams Street	 $855,000
03/27/2025	 7 Cottage Drive	 $510,000
03/26/2025	 32 Garrett Way	 $699,900
03/24/2025	 16 Sawyer Circle	 $710,000
03/21/2025	 17 Smithhurst Drive	 $725,000

The 4-bed, 2-bath, 2,669-square-foot house at 192 Adams Street in Holliston recently sold for $855,000.
Image credit: www.zillow.com. Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages

Looking to  advertise in our 
Real Estate Corner? 

 Contact 

Susanne Odell Farber  
at 508-954-8148 

or by email at  
sue@sodellconsult.com

EXTERIOR &
INTERIOR PAINTING

CALL NOW
(508) 682-5600

MASTERPIECEPAINTER.COM

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
Affordable Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed

44
44
44
44

7% OFF * FULL EXTERIOR
PROJECT

BOOK NOW

&&

* VALID THROUGH JUNE 1, 2025

AFFORDABLE
FINANCING
O P T I O N S
AVAILABLE

21,000 SF office/ind. bldgs with drive-in access and a 30+ parking lot.
Fully sprinklered and 100% leased with long-standing tenants in office,

medical and clean industrial uses. Ideal for investors seeking stable
cash flow or end-users needing space to occupy. Located near Holliston

Center with direct Rail Trail frontage. Asking $1.395M. OPEN TO OFFERS.

INCOME PROPERTY - HOLLISTON

508-740-0000  •  Marlene Aron  •  ma@metrowestcre.com

A rare find
in MetroWest for

Office & Industrial
Buyers

and Investors!
INCOME/OWNER

USERS
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404 WASHINGTON STREET, HOLLISTON, MA 01746 | 404 WASHINGTON STREET, HOLLISTON, MA 01746 | 508-429-6767508-429-6767

Melissa KaspernMelissa Kaspern
508-333-4670 508-333-4670 

melissaKaspern@gmail.commelissaKaspern@gmail.com

Lynn RossiniLynn Rossini
508-259-2100508-259-2100

lynnrossini18@gmail.comlynnrossini18@gmail.com

Lydia RajunasLydia Rajunas
617-901-1275617-901-1275

thedeeve@remaxexec.comthedeeve@remaxexec.com

TEAM RICE - Carl, Kristen, Ellie, Adam TEAM RICE - Carl, Kristen, Ellie, Adam 
508-330-0281 508-330-0281 

teamrice@remaxexec.comteamrice@remaxexec.com

Katie McBrideKatie McBride
508-277-9600508-277-9600

katemcbride@remaxexec.comkatemcbride@remaxexec.com

Kerry PetersonKerry Peterson
508-380-3595508-380-3595

kerry@remaxexec.comkerry@remaxexec.com

15 Cottage St15 Cottage St
MedwayMedway

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

5 Manor St5 Manor St
WorcesterWorcester

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS

Lot 8 Montana Road Lot 8 Montana Road 
Hopkinton $1,450,000Hopkinton $1,450,000

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

88 Lovering St88 Lovering St
MedwayMedway

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

9 Montana Road 9 Montana Road 
Hopkinton $1,650,000Hopkinton $1,650,000

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

59 Birch St59 Birch St
DouglasDouglas

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS

FOR SALE

SOLD

FOR SALE

SOLD

152 Turner Rd U:2 152 Turner Rd U:2 
Holliston $195,000Holliston $195,000

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

FOR SALE

MedwayMedway

LYNN ROSSINILYNN ROSSINI

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

Call us for your complimentary Call us for your complimentary 
market analysis.  market analysis.  

April Showers Bring May Buyers!April Showers Bring May Buyers!
27 Purgatory Rd27 Purgatory Rd
Sutton $800,000Sutton $800,000

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

FOR SALE

25 High St25 High St
Holliston $600,000Holliston $600,000

MELISSA KASPERNMELISSA KASPERN

FOR SALE

9 Williamsburg Way9 Williamsburg Way
MedwayMedway

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

COMING SOON
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• Roofing
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
• Residential Rubber
• Flat Roofs

ONE CALL SENDS 
A ROOFER... 

NOT A SALESMAN

FINANCING AVAILABLE

857-247-8709857-247-8709

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com • Rgreene465@gmail.com

Robert Roofing & GuttersRobert Roofing & Gutters

• Roofi ng
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
•  Residential

Rubber

857-247-8709

Robert Roofing
& Gutters

ONE CALL SENDS
A ROOFER...

NOT A SALESMAN

• FREE ESTIMATES
• LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofi ngandgutters.com
Rgreene465@gmail.com

NO GIMMICKS,
JUST HONEST PRICING!

THANK YOU TO
OUR CUSTOMERS
FOR VOTING US

#1 IN THE ENTIRE 
REGION AGAIN

THIS YEAR!

49 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Serving Walpole, Medfi eld,
Westwood, Dover, Sherborn,

Needham and surrounding towns.

• Roofi ng
• Siding
• Windows
• Gutters
•  Residential

Rubber

857-247-8709

Robert Roofing
& Gutters
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49 YEARS IN BUSINESS!


