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Nlay Fair 1s This Weekend!

The Dixon May Fair has put several safety precautlons in place to create a safer and more pleasurable expenence for all fairgoers.

ey

The fair runs through this Sunday at the Dixon Fairgrounds, 655 S. 1st St. Photo courtesy of Dixon May Fair

Dixon May Fair News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Once you get to the
Dixon May Fair, which runs from
Thursday through this Sunday, get-
ting inside to enjoy the carnival rides
and fair food is on the top of your
mind.

To help you get into all the fun
action, the Dixon May Fair has some
tips to help lines go smoothly.

The Dixon May Fair has put sev-
eral safety precautions in place to
create a safer and more pleasur-
able experience for all fairgoers. For
example, every patron goes through
a metal detector at each entrance and
this means that all your bags and
strollers must be checked. Your wal-
let, keys, and pocket change must be
placed in a container as well. If pos-
sible, do not bring backpacks or large
handbags and carry essentials in a

clear bag or pouch.

Save time by buying your tickets
online at DixonMayFair.com before
you come so that you don’t have to
stand in a ticket line, then move to
the admission line where you will
go through the metal detector. Have
the tickets easily available on your
mobile device or your printed tickets
in your hand ready to present them.

Items that cannot be brought into
the Dixon May Fair include any type
of weapon, which means no guns,
knives (including pocket knives),
pepper spray or other objects that
could be a threat to the safety of
other fairgoers.

One unopened, sealed water bot-
tle per person is allowed, as well as
baby food and special dietetic foods.
Only empty personal water contain-
ers are allowed that can be filled
inside the fairgrounds.

No chairs, bicycles, hoverboards,
skateboards, scooters, squirt guns
or balloons are allowed inside the
fairgrounds.

No pets are allowed on the fair-
grounds. Qualified service dogs that
meet the State of California defi-
nition (available at DixonMayFair.
com) and dogs participating in var-
ious shows will be allowed.

By simply being aware of these
precautions before you arrive, you
can look forward to a great time at
the Dixon May Fair!

Remaining fair hours are noon
to 11 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m. to 11
p-.m. Saturday and noon to 10 p.m.
Sunday. The Dixon May Fair is at
the Dixon Fairgrounds at 655 S.
Ist St.

For ticket information visit www.
DixonMayFair.com and click on
Fair Information. *
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Dlxon Little League hosted a Baseball Fun Day at 9 a.m. May 3 HeId at the Dlxon L|ttIe League F|elds 285 E. Chestnut St the

event’s aim was to bring the community together and raise funds for the league.

N

By Kendall Brown and
photos by Nicolas Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon
Little League’s Baseball
Fun Day on May 3 was fun
for all ages, while creat-
ing awareness of what the
youth organization pro-
vides players.

Held at the Dixon Little
League Fields at 285 E

Chestnut St., the Baseball
Fun Day event is important
to Dixon’s culture, accord-
ing to Dixon Little League
President Casey Willard.
Baseball Fun Day
offered activities and ame-
nities such as bouncy
castles, raffle prizes,
Connect 4, sack races,
life-size Jenga, music,
snacks and Dixon Little

League merchandise
such as hoodies, hats and
shirts. Baseball Fun Day
is historically the biggest
fundraiser that the league
hosts.

“I think events like this
are important to our cul-
ture because it solidifies
baseball in the heart of
the community and allows
youth to learn, develop and

grow,” said Willard.
Baseball Fun Day was a
collaborative effort, taking
a month and a half to plan
and requiring support from
the community. About 20
local sponsors and vendors
contributed to the event,
including Dutch Bros
Coffee, Kiki’s Sweets,
Paper Pie, Velocity Sports,
Continued on page 4

Ruby Guzman
Honored
as Violet

Richardson
Awardee

Soroptimist
International of Dixon
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Ruby
Guzman, a senior at Dixon
High School, spends
countless hours giv-
ing back to others. She
dedicates her time to vol-
unteering in schools with
the goal of making a pos-
itive difference in the lives
of students. Her volunteer
efforts include working
at preschools within the
Woodland Unified School
District and at Dixon High
School.

At the preschools, she
participates in various
activities, such as run-
ning information booths
to encourage families to
enroll their children in
preschool programs for
storage. Her focus is on
events that attract families,
and she enjoys working
closely with children aged
3 to 4. Guzman has had
the chance to visit differ-
ent classrooms, which has
given her valuable insights
into the daily routines of
preschool teachers, help-
ing her enhance her skills
for greater effective-
ness. Whether it’s moving
boxes, organizing file and
storage areas, cutting and
filing papers, or collabo-
rating with teachers and
students, she is committed
to providing support wher-
ever it’s needed.

Although Guzman
currently focuses on pre-
school children, she has
previously volunteered
as a tutor at Dixon High
School. During the 2023-
2024 school year, she
faced her own challenges
while preparing for finals
and wanted to assist other
students. She realized she
was not the only one who
needed help, so she began
offering to help tutor
others.

“I get the opportunity to
benefit other students and
help them feel better about
themselves in an academic
setting,” said Guzman
when asked about her
motivation for tutoring.

Her initial goal of seek-
ing help for herself has
transformed into a passion
for helping others. This
award recognizes Ruby,
who will receive $750,
along with a $250 dona-
tion made in her name
to the Woodland Unified
School District Preschool.

Soroptimist Inter-
national Violet Richardson
Award honors young
women between the ages
of 14 and 18 for vol-
unteer action, such as
fighting drugs, crime and
violence, cleaning up the
environment, and work-
ing to end discrimination
and poverty. *
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Hoang Recognized as Five-Time  Dixon News Briefs
Brand Ambassador of the Year

Story by Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Peter
Hoang of Pro Clips Salon
has been in the hair care
business for 20 years.

His salon, located at
1285 Stratford Ave.,
started as a family business
before Hoang gained full
ownership.

Hoang’s self-proclaimed
dedication to creativity
and continuous education
led him to Marco Pelusi, a
salon owner, celebrity hair
colorist, and platform artist
and educator.

This year, Hoang, as
a brand ambassador for
Pelusi’s products, earned
the Brand Ambassador of
the Year award for the fifth
year in a row.

“I have been an ambas-
sador for Marco’s Collagen
Hair Care products since
2019. I went to his master
class and got credentialed
for his highlighting strat-
egies. He has a great
highlighting technique,”
said Hoang,

According to Hoang,
Pelusi reached out to him
after this meeting in 2017,
inspiring Hoang to learn
more about Pelusi’s prod-
ucts and techniques. Pelusi,
who mentored Hoang, con-
siders his protégé a force
of nature.

“I would like to invite
people, literally anyone
with the opportunity in
Northern California, to
stop by Hoang’s salon,”
said Pelusi. “He has been
trained by the best and has
great hair care knowledge.
This is a call to action: any-
one out in Dixon should go
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Peter Hoang of Pro Clips Salon was honored as the Marco
Collagen Hair Care products Brand Ambassador of the Year for
2025 on April 22.This will be the fifth time in a row that Hoang
has earned this recognition. Photo courtesy of Pro Clips Salon

see him.”

Hoang was invited to the
West Hollywood Design
District on April 22 to par-
ticipate in Pelusi’s 20-year
celebration of his hair stu-
dio. The event not only
featured a ribbon-cutting
ceremony, hosted by the
West Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce, but also rec-
ognition of Hoang’s efforts
and a presentation of his
award.

According to Hoang, the
recognition felt great, and
he is happy he has made it
so far in his field.

Pelusi agrees, referring
to Hoang as a future leader
in the industry, a rare gem
and a professional.

will continue his growth,
which includes research,
attending hair shows and
consistent studying. To
Hoang, his love for his
clients and his need for
greater knowledge have
helped him persevere.

“I just want to continue
to serve. It’s a great com-
munity out here; it’s a
family town and I have
built a great relationship
with many of my clients.
I want to bring the best to
the community and con-
tinue to educate myself. I
really enjoy working out
here,” said Hoang.

For more information,
visit the Pro Clips Salon
Facebook page or call 707-
678-1154. *

Hoang said that he

Finalist for Fourth District's 2025
Congressional Art Competition

Rep. Mike Thompson is with Isabella Macias,
winner of the 2025 Congressional Art
Competition. Photo courtesy of Rep. Mike Thompson

Rep. Mike Thompson News Release

NAPA, CA (MPG) - On May 4, Rep. Mike
Thompson (CA-04) announced that
Isabella Macias, a sophomore at
American Canyon High School, was
chosen as California’s Fourth District
winner of the 2025 Congressional Art
Competition.

Analise Bittle from Rio Vista High
School was named as the Solano
County finalist.

“I always look forward to the
Congressional Art Competition.
It’s a wonderful chance for my col-
leagues, visitors of the Capitol, and
me to admire the incredible talent of
high school student-artists from our
district and nation,” said Thompson.
“Congratulations to Isabella Macias
for being selected as this year’s win-
ner representing California’s Fourth
District and congratulations to
Analise Bittle on being named the
Solano County finalist in this year’s
Congressional Art Competition.
Analise’s artwork stood out for its cre-
ativity and skill, and it’s a testament
to the incredible talent we have in
California’s Fourth District.”

The winning piece, “Representation
Matters,” is composed of acrylic on
canvas.

The Solano County finalist piece,
“Essence,” is composed of acrylic,
gouache, color pencil on canvas.

“Every year, I’'m amazed by the cre-
ativity and skill these students bring to
their work, and this year was no differ-
ent. Thank you to all the young artists
who submitted pieces and to their
families and teachers for their sup-
port and guidance, and to our judges
for their thoughtful consideration. I
can’t wait to see Isabella’s artwork

- bl ¢
Rep. Mike Thompson is with Analise Bittle,
Solano County 2025 finalist. Photo courtesy of
Rep. Mike Thompson

proudly displayed in the United States
Capitol,” said Thompson.

This year’s Congressional Art
Competition judges were Kristina
Young, a Napa artist, and Marc
Pandone, a Solano Community
College professor.

Each spring, members of
Congress host the Congressional Art
Competition to recognize and encour-
age artistic talent across their districts
and our nation. Since the Artistic
Discovery Competition began in 1982,
more than 650,000 high school stu-
dents have participated.

To enter, students submit entries to
their representative’s office and panels
of district artists select the winning art-
work. Winners are recognized both in
their district and at an annual awards
ceremony in Washington, D.C. The
winning works are displayed for one
year in the halls of the U.S. Capitol.

The complete list of artists recog-
nized includes Alivia Tucker, Lake
County 2025 finalist, Isabella Macias,
Napa County 2025 finalist and win-
ner of the 2025 Congressional Art
Competition, Analise Bittle, Solano
County 2025 finalist, Lynna Xu,
Sonoma County 2025 fnalist and Amy
Shan, Yolo County 2025 finalist.

Congressman Mike Thompson
is proud to represent California’s
4th Congressional District, which
includes all or part of Lake, Napa,
Solano, Sonoma and Yolo counties.
He is a senior member of the House
Committee on Ways and Means. Rep.
Thompson is chairman of the House
Gun Violence Prevention Task Force.
He is also co-chair of the bipartisan,
bicameral Congressional Wine Caucus
and a member of the fiscally-responsi-
ble Blue Dog Coalition. *
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Ruhstaller Farms is hosting its final line dancing session of 2025 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. June 5.
Dinner, prepared by Taps Kitchen, will be available from 3 to 8 p.m. on location at 6686 Sievers

Road. Photo by Debra Dingman
By MPG Staff

Rotary Club Pancake

Breakfast

The Dixon Rotary Club is hosting its
58th annual pancake breakfast from 7 to
10 a.m. May 10. Dixon Rotary Club spon-
sors Dixon High School scholarships,
Remember-A-Vet programs, Dixon school
programs and various community projects.
With $5 per plate sold at the door, guests
can continue to support the Rotary Club's
endeavors. The event will be held at the
Olde Vets Hall, 231 N. First St.

For more information, visit the Rotary
Club of Dixon Facebook page or call
916-240-0147.

Chang Family Bake Sale
Fundraiser

A bake sale on behalf of the Chang fam-
ily is being hosted from noon to 3 p.m.
May 10. Hosted at Cornerstone Baptist
Church, 185 W. Cherry St., the event will
raise funds toward paying medical bills
for their daughter with pediatric cancer.
Those interested in providing monetary or
baked goods for donations can text or call
Theresa Beene at 707-693-5366.

For more information, visit the Dixon
Calendar and Events Facebook page.

Mother’s Day Celebration
at Freedom Church

Freedom Church is hosting a Mother’s
Day service at 10 a.m. May 11. Held at the
church, 470 E. H St., the senior pastor is
offering blessings to each mother in atten-
dance. As a token of appreciation, each
mother in attendance will receive a gift at
the end of the service.

For more information, visit the
Freedom Church Facebook page or call
707-693-1774.

The Friendly Bookworm
Bag Sale

The Friendly Bookworm Bookstore
is hosting a bag sale from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. May 17. Sponsored by Friends of
the Dixon Public Library, 200 N. First
St., the event offers the opportunity to fill
a bag with books for $5. Standard-sized
grocery bags will be provided, but some
items are excluded from the sale. The chil-
dren’s room will be open at regular prices.
All proceeds support future Dixon Public
Library programs. Only cash and checks
will be accepted.

For more information, visit dixoncham-
ber.org or call 707-624-0144.

Mickey Cake Class

Every Baking Moment is hosting a
Disney-themed cake baking workshop
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 17. The work-
shop, held at 143 N. First St. offers an
opportunity to decorate a cake with friends
and take it home, all for $65 per person.

All supplies are provided, and the final
design may differ based on skill level.

For more information, visit everybak-
ingmoment.com or call 707-693-0112.

Solo Rugby Silver Division
Championship

The Solano-Yolo Rugby Club will com-
pete in the Northern California Silver
Division Rugby Championships at 11:35
a.m. May 10. Held at Stockton Soccer
Complex, 10055 CA-99, Solo Rugby will
take on Chico's youth rugby program.

For more information, visit rugbynorcal.
org or call 916-761-3467.

Line Dancing at Ruhstaller

Ruhstaller Farms is hosting line danc-
ing from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. June 5.
The event, held at 6686 Sievers Road,
offers a community atmosphere and the
opportunity to learn how to line dance.
Dinner, prepared by Tapps Kitchen, is
available from 3 to 8 p.m. Attendees
can donate, and each month, donations
will be given to a different nonprofit
organization.

For more information, visit ruhstaller-
farm.com/events or call 530-601-8240.

Dixon Chamber
Connections Networking

The Dixon Chamber of Commerce is
hosting a networking event from noon
to 1:30 p.m. June 5. This free, in-person
event, held at The Farmstead at Dixon,
350 Gateway Drive, presents the oppor-
tunity for local professionals to connect.
Offering a diverse range of potential con-
nections, attendees are encouraged to
bring business cards.

For more information, visit dixoncham-
ber.org or call 707-678-2650.

Dixon Library Book Club

Dixon Library is hosting its monthly
morning book club meeting from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. June 12. The morning book
club is a monthly, adult-oriented group
that will be reading “First Lie Wins” by
Ashley Elston. Coffee and tea will be pro-
vided for attendees, and the meeting itself
will be in the library's front room, 230 N.
First St.

For more information, visit solanoli-
brary.com or call 1-866-572-7587.

Ramtown Karate
Summer Camp

Ramtown Karate is hosting a sum-
mer camp from June 23 to 27. Held at the
Ramtown Karate Dojo, 1680 N. Lincoln
St., #A, the event offers karate activi-
ties for all ages. Activities include water
games, self-defense practice, a barbe-
cue and the opportunity to learn about
Okinawan culture. Attendance is $299 per

participant.
For more information, visit ramtownka-
rate.com or call 707-678-4899. *
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Dixon Moose Lodge hosted its inaugural rummage sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 4. Several
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members, including Debbie Robinson, Lanette Bingaman, Bill Staton, Kellye Johnson, Natalie

Griffin and Don Salts, helped.

By Kendall Brown,
photos by Nicolas Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon Moose Lodge
hosted a rummage sale from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. May 4 as one of many efforts under-
taken to revitalize the lodge.

According to Lanette Bingaman, a
Moose Lodge member and advocate, the
Moose Lodge is a generational tradition.

“Our Dixon Moose Lodge has been a
tradition in town for four generations and
we were at risk of losing it around a year
ago. Our membership caught wind of this
in November of 2024 and leaned in to save
the lodge,” said Bingaman. “It is time for
us to give back to the community, which
includes scholarships for Dixon High
graduates, Mooseheart and Moosehaven.”

Bingaman was part of a group of mem-
bers that helped at the rummage sale,
picking up donated items from through-
out Dixon and Vacaville, restoring them
and displaying them for public perusal at
6 a.m. May 4.

Bill Staton, another Moose Lodge mem-
ber, said that their hard work aims to
support the Dixon Moose Lodge, as well
as the wider community.

Other contributing members include

Kellye Johnson, Natalie Griffin, Don
Salts and Debbie Robinson. According to
Robinson, the Moose Lodge is planning
another rummage sale in July or August.

With the community’s support, events
such as the rummage sale and initiatives
such as Mooseheart and Moosehaven are
possible.

According to Bingaman, Mooseheart
is a charity for orphaned children and
Moosehaven supports the elderly.

Having faced some financial struggles
five years ago, the Dixon Moose Lodge
members said they are happy to be able to
return to form while maintaining positive
relationships with their partners.

The Moose Lodge at 180 W. B St., has
many more offerings, On June 21, the
organization will host a barbecue with
brisket and smoked ribs. Every Monday,
the Moose Lodge also hosts cornhole at 6
p.m. for $10 per player.

“I think what the Moose Lodge is going
to do is going to be fabulous. Right now,
we are getting in position to do the most
good and continue our traditions,” said
Bingaman.

For more information, visit the Dixon
Moose Lodge Facebook page or call 707-
678-9407. *

at 6 a.m. May 4.
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Vquntees drove a trailer throughout Dixon ad VcaviIIe to pick up donations. They restored
many of these donated items and displayed them behind the Dixon Moose Lodge, 180 W. B St.,
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It is with heavy hearts that
we announce the passing of
Joyce Ann Wilkerson, beloved
wife, mother, grandmother,
daughter, sister, and friend,
who went home to be with the
Lord on April 22, 2025.

Known to many as Mrs.
Wilkerson or simply Joyce,
her most cherished titles were
Wife, Mom, and Nannie. She
was a gift to all who knew her
— a woman of deep kindness,
grace, and beauty, both inside
and out.

Joyce’s heart was pure
gold. She lived a life that
reflected the virtues described
in Proverbs 31:10-31, setting
an example of love, selfless-
ness, and faith for her family
and all who crossed her path.
Her brilliant blue eyes and
gentle spirit left an unfor-
gettable mark on everyone
she met.

A talented craftswoman,
Joyce lovingly created

JOYCE ANN WILKERSON 01/21/1959 - 04/22/2025

countless blankets and gifts at
her sewing machine. She had
a passion for flowers, plants,
and birdwatching — finding
joy and wonder in the beauty
of God’s creation. Her great-
est treasures were her twelve
grandchildren: Braxton, Bear,
Gabriel, Mattilyn, Alyssa,
Audrey, Blake, McJagger,
Emma, Olivia, Rocket,
and HattiMei.

MEMORIAL

She lived for her family,
teaching her children and
grandchildren the importance
of faith, love, and together-
ness. She loved the beach,
family adventures, and trips
to Disneyland — where she
was known for her love of Big
Thunder Mountain Railroad
and her talent for finding the
best churros in the park.

Joyce is survived by her
devoted husband, David
Wilkerson; her children,
Matthew and Jenna Wilkerson,
Tamela and Ramon Benton,
Tiffany and Jimmy Thiessen;
her loving mother, Wanda
Chapin; her siblings, Lurine
Dalzell, Tomi Hindsley, Harold
“Buddy” Flowers, and Denny
Chapin III.

She was our light, our
glue, and our angel here on
earth. Though we will miss
her deeply, her legacy of
love, faith, and joy will live on
through all of us.
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Fun Day of Baseball

Continued from page 1

Kiss My Licorice, Joystick Gaming
Lounge, Monster Treats,
Gloves and Stamped by Dee Apparel

Bar.

Jennifer Maldonado of Kiki’s Sweets
said that she enjoys supporting Dixon
Little League and her children.

“I love it because I get to see my kids
play. I also made baseball-themed cake
pops to support Dixon Little League,”

said Maldonado.

Maldonado has four sons: Aiden
Maldonado, Liam Maldonado, Joshua
Maldonado and Santiago Maldonado.

Santiago, a 4 month old, is the young-
est of the Maldonado boys and the only
one not on a Dixon Little League team
but, according to his father, Bryant
Maldonado, Santiago practically lives

on the field.

“I love it, man. It is pretty much
what our whole week consists of. We

Accordmg to Dixon Little League President Casey W|IIard Baseball Fun Day SO|IdIerS baseball
in the heart of the small community and supports the growth and development of players in
the program.

love being out here with the kids,”
Bryant Maldonado.

Vendors were organized by Kylie
McElwan, Dixon Little League’s fam-

Big Boy

said

ily committee chair and treasurer.

According to McElwan, the event’s
goal is to generate funds and cover the
remaining league costs.

“So our raffle (at Baseball Fun Day)
is one of our biggest fundraising events
for the league,” said McElwan. “If we

did not have the raffle, we would come

up short making sure our fields are taken
care of, our players have new uniforms
and more. Historically, this has been the
one big fundraising event we do.”

Dixon Little League intends to con-
tinue to support the development of
Dixon youth, according to the Little
League representatives.

For more information on Little League,

visit dixonlittleleague.org or contact dix-
onllboard@dixonlittleleague.org. *
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000366
The following persons are doing
business as: Dream Jewelry, 710

West F Street, Dixon, CA 95620.
Andrea Thomas Enterprises LLC,
710 West F Street, Dixon, CA
95620.

Date filed in Solano County:
March 3, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A

This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before

the expiration March 2, 2030. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 25, May 2, 9, 16, 2025
DREAM 5-16-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000521
The following persons are doing
business as: JFC 107, 430 Epic

Street, Vacaville, CA 95688.

Jun Wang, 430 Epic Street,
Vacaville, CA 95688.

Date filed in Solano County: April
1, 2025. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days

after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expira-
tion March 31, 2030. The filing
of this statement does not itself
authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 25, May 2, 9, 16, 2025

JFC 5-16-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000613
The following persons are doing
business as: The Cheese Steak
Shop, 284 Sunet Avenue, #A,
Suisun City, CA 94585.
FQZN Foods LLC, 612 Citrine
Circle, Fairfield, CA 94534.
Date filed in Solano County:
April 17, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact busi-
ness under the above business
name on: N/A
This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.

PUBLIC NOTICE

opportunities.

protest may be voted.

CNS-3922734#

Notice to DIXON District Customers Regarding Rate Change
for Pre-Authorized Infrastructure Improvements

On or around May 15, 2025, California Water Service (Cal Water) will file Advice Letter 2554 with
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) seeking permission to change rates in its Dixon
District and other ratemaking areas for costs associated with recently completed and previously
authorized infrastructure improvements. Although previously authorized by the CPUC in Decision
24-03-042 as part of the utility's triennial rate review process, these project costs could only be
recovered through a rate increase after they were completed.

In the advice letter, Cal Water requests additional revenue of $3,207, or 0.04% of currently
authorized revenue. If approved, effective July 1, 2025, the water bill of a Dixon District residential
customer with 7 CCF (approximately 5,236 gallons) of monthly water usage would increase by
approximately $0.03, or 0.04%.

A copy of Advice Letter 2554 is available on the internet at www.calwater.com/rates-advice-letters/
(from the dropdown menu, select Dixon). Copies may also be obtained from the company's local
Dixon office by calling (707) 678-5928. You may also contact the company's headquarters by mail
at 1720 North First Street, San Jose, California 95112-4598, or by calling (408) 367-8200 and
asking for the Rates Department.

Cal Water offers many programs to help customers manage their water bill, including a low-
income Customer Assistance Program (CAP), water-saving appliance/device rebates, and other
conservation programs. Please visit our web site at www.calwater.com to take advantage of these

Responses and Protests

Anyone may respond to or protest this filing. A response supports the filing and may contain
information that proves useful to the CPUC in its evaluation. A protest objects to the filing in whole
or in part and must set forth the specific grounds on which it is based, and shall provide citations or
proof where available to allow staff to properly consider the protest. The grounds for protests are:

1. The utility did not properly serve or give notice of the filing.
2. The relief requested in the filing would violate statute or CPUC order or is not authorized by
statute or CPUC order on which the utility relies.
3. The analysis, calculations, or data in the filing contains material errors or omissions.
4. The relief requested in the filing is pending before the CPUC in a formal proceeding.
5. The relief requested in the filing requires consideration in a formal hearing or is otherwise
inappropriate for the filing process.
6. The relief requested in the filing is unjust, unreasonable, or discriminatory (provided that such a
protest may not be made where it would require relitigating a prior order of the CPUC).

A response or protest must be made in writing and received by the CPUC's Water Division by
June 6, 2025, the end of the comment period. The response or protest should be either emailed
to water.division@cpuc.ca.gov or mailed to Tariff Unit, Water Division, 3rd Floor,
505 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA 94102. On the same date the response or protest is sent
to the Water Division, it must also be either emailed to cwsrates @ calwater.com or mailed to Rates
Department, California Water Service, 1720 North First St., San Jose, CA 95112.

Cities and counties that need Board of Supervisors or Board of Commissioners approval to
protest should inform the Water Division within the protest period so that a late-filed protest can
be considered. The informing document should include an estimated date on which the proposed

If you have not received a reply to your protest within 10 business days, contact Cal Water at
(408) 367-8200 and ask for the Rates Department.
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CPUC,

NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration March 2, 2030. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: April 25, May 2,9, 16, 2025
CHEESE 5-16-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000621
The following persons are doing
business as: Wild Harts Tallow,
525 Poppy Court, Dixon, CA
95620.

Ashley Hart, 525 Poppy Court,
Dixon, CA 95620.

Date filed in Solano County: April
18, 2025. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitous Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration
April 17, 2030. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: April 25, May 2,9, 16, 2025
HART 5-16-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000631
The following persons are doing
business as: AISH, 250 Fernwood

Way, Dixon, CA 95620.

Jonthan Eilers, 250 Fernwood
Way, Dixon, CA 95620.

Date filed in Solano County: April
21, 2025. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A

This Business is conducted
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In
Accordance with subdivision (a) of
section 17920 A Fictitious Name
Statement generally expires at
the end of five years from the date
on which it was filed in the office
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section
17920, where it expires 40 days
after any change in the facts set
forth in the statement pursuant
to section 17913 other than a
change in the residence address
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement
must be filed before the expiration

April 20, 2030. The filing of this
statement does not itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the
rights of another under federal,
state, or common law (see section
14411 ET SEQ., business, and
professions code.)

Publish: May 2,9, 16, 23, 2025

AISH 52325

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000651
The following persons are doing
business as: Exotic World Smoke
Shop, 1624 Fairgrounds Drive
Plaza Suite C & D, Vallejo, CA
94589.

Kilo Enterprises LLC, 1624
Fairgrounds Drive Plaza, Suite C
& D, Vallejo, CA 94589.

Date filed in Solano County: April
25, 2025. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on:
N/A

This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before
the expiration April 24, 2030. The
filing of this statement does not it-
self authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ,,
business, and professions code.)
Publish: May 9, 16, 23, 30, 2025

EXQOTIC 5-30-25

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2025-000464
The following persons are doing
business as: Vend Solutions,
5111 Duren Circle, Fairfield, CA
94533.

Sandy Bay Trading Co, 5111
Duren Circle, Fairfield, CA 94533.
Date filed in Solano County:
March 20, 2025. The Registrant
commenced to transact business
under the above business name
on: N/A

This Business is conducted by:
A Limited Liability Company.
NOTICE: In Accordance with
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years
from the date on which it was filed
in the office of the county clerk,
except as provided in subdivision
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in
the facts set forth in the statement
pursuant to section 17913 other
than a change in the residence
address of registered owner. A
new fictitious Business name
statement must be filed before the
expiration March 19, 2030. The
fiing of this statement does not
itself authorize the use in this state
of a Fictitious Business Name in
violation of the rights of another
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business, and professions code.)

Publish: May 9, 16, 23, 30, 2025
VEND

5-30-25

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SOLANO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #CU25-03273
Adriana Velasco Campechano
fled a petition with this court
for a decree changing names
as follows: Adriana Velasco
Campechano to Adriana Velasco.
THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is time-
ly filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing. June
25, 2025, 9:00 a.m. Department
3, Room |ll, Superior Court of
California, County of Solano, Old
Solano Court House, 580 Texas

Street Fairfield, CA 94533

Judge of the Superior Court:
Stephen Gizzi

Dated: April 17,2025

Publish: April 25, May 2, 9, 16, 2025
ADRIANA 5-16-25

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF SOLANO
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
CHANGE OF NAME
CASE #CU25-00323
Alma Araceli Diaz filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
Alma Araceli Diaz to Alma Araceli

Denis.

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
shall appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show why
the petition should not be grant-
ed. If no written objection is time-
ly filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing. June
2, 2025, 9:00 a.m. Department
10, Room 305, Superior Court of
California, County of Solano, Old
Solano Court House, 580 Texas
Street Fairfield, CA 94533

Judge of the Superior Court:
Christine N. Donovan
Dated: March 4, 2025
Publish: May 9, 16, 23, 30, 2025
ALMA

MPG
Call to place your
legal advertising

916-773-1111

5-30-25
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Community Calendar

Ongoing Activities:

Alcoholics Anonymous — If you want to drink, that’s
your business. If you want to stop drinking, we can help.
Call Alcoholics Anonymous at 800-970-9040 for either
local meeting information or to speak to someone.

American Legion Dinners — Every Friday night at the
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St. Prices range
from $12 to $17 depending on menu. Live music every
Friday. Live band first and third Fridays.

Bingo — Is played every Monday and Wednesday at the
Senior/Multi-Use Center, 201 S. 5th St., beginning at 12
p-m. Call 707-678-7022 for more information.

Friendship Services of Solano County — Do you
spend a lot of time alone? Would you like a telephone
companion? Call Friendship Service at 707-644-9062
x242 or 707-644-8909 and ask Cyndi about becoming a
client. It’s free. A program of Catholic Social Services.
A provider of the Napa-Solano Area Agency on Aging.
Email: friendship@csssolano.org.

Meals on Wheels — Homebound seniors can receive
meals delivered to their homes by calling 707-425-0638.
Lunch also served at the Dixon Senior Center, 201 South
5th St. at 11:30 a.m. M-F. Reservations required — call
707-425-0638 one day in advance.

Regular Meetings:

Al-Anon — Family and friends of alcoholics can get
support through Al-Anon, which meets Mondays, 7 to 8
p-m. at the United Methodist Church, 209 N. Jefferson St.

American Legion — Dixon Post 208 meets at 7 p.m.
on the first Wednesday of each month at the Veterans
Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.. For information, call
707-678-6308. Also visit us online at www.dixonveterans.
org/Legion.

American Legion Auxiliary — Dixon Post 208 meets
at 6 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month at the
Veterans Memorial Hall, 1305 N. First St.. For informa-
tion, contact Pat Holland (President) at 707-678-3685 or
Leah Marlin (Vice President) at 530-304-5385. Visit us
online at www.dixonveterans.org/Legion.

Anderson PTO — Meets monthly at 7 p.m. at Anderson
Elementary School, 415 East C St. Email andersonroad-
runnerspto@gmail.com for dates.

Bids For Kids — Is a volunteer organization created
to promote and foster youth participation in agriculture.

Anyone interested in this endeavor is welcome and
encouraged to attend our monthly meeting. Meetings
are held every third Thursday of the month. For more
information, please contact secretary, Lisa Dage at 707-
246-5623, fivedages@sbcglobal.net or president, James
Fuller at 916-952-0167, jameskfuller@yahoo.com.

Boy Scout Troop 152 — Meets Tuesdays, 7 to 8:30
p-m., in the Social Hall at United Methodist Church, 209
North Jefferson. Scouts is for boys 11 to 18 years old.
Contact Matt at 707-685-1750 or email scoutmaster@
troop152dixon.com for more information. Check us out
on the web @ troop152dixon.com."”

Chief Solano Kennel Club, Inc. meetings — at 7:30
p.m. on the first Thursday at the Elmira Fire Station.
Call Linda at phone below to RSVP. Open to everyone.
No July meeting. For info call 446-7492 or visit www.
chiefsolanokennelclub.org.

Chief Solano Kennel Club, Inc. classes — Puppy
Socialization 6:20 to 6:50 p.m. (4 to 12 mos), Beginning
Obedience 7 to 7:40 p.m. (4 mos & older) indoor train-
ing classes on Wednesdays at the Elmira Fire Station,
as well as Conformation classes at 7:50 to 8:30 p.m.
for those who show dogs or are interested in showing
their dogs. Classes are open to everyone and their canine
companions. Classes are not appropriate for aggression
issues. Discounts for Seniors 55 and over, Juniors under
16, and those who have adopted a dog from the Humane
Society, a breed rescue group, or your local shelter.
Bring adoption certificate when you register. Visit www.
chiefsolanokennelclub.org.

CITY OF DIXON: The following meetings are held
in the Council Chamber at 600 East A St. The agendas
are available before meetings at www.ci.dixon.ca.us. For
further information, call 707-678-7000 and ask for the
City Clerk’s office, Planning Dept., Parks & Recreation
Dept., or Transportation Dept.

City Council — Meets on the first and third Tuesdays of

every month at 7 p.m.

Planning Commission — Meets the second Tuesday of

every month at 7 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Commission — Meets the fourth

Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.

Transportation Advisory Commission — Meets the

third Wednesday of every EVEN month at 7 p.m.

Dixon Adult Literacy Program — Solano County
Library Adult Literacy Services is seeking volun-
teers to help an adult with their reading, writing, or
English-speaking skills at the Dixon Public Library. No
experience necessary, flexible hours. All training and
materials are provided. Contact: Literacy@solanocounty.
com or 707-784-1526.

Dixon Boat Club — Meets first Thursday of the month.
For more information, call Butch at 707-678-3622.

Dixon Downtown Business Association — Dedicated
to enhancing the business environment and promoting
the revitalization of downtown Dixon as the cultural cen-
ter of the community. Merchant meetings are held on the
first Thursday of the month at various locations. Log onto
www.downtowndixonca.com, email DDROAC@yahoo.
com, or call 707-678-8400 for more information.

Dixon Game & Conservation Club — Meetings on
second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Game
Club Building on East Mayes. For more information, con-
tact John Kett at 916-284-4683.

Dixon Historical Society — Meets quarterly on the
third Sunday of Feb., Apr., Aug., and Oct. from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Dixon United Methodist Church Social Hall
located at 209 N. Jefferson St. in Dixon. Meetings include
a historical representation and announcements of upcom-
ing events. Anyone interested in the history of Dixon,
and its surrounding areas, is welcome! You do not need
to be a member to attend, and all presentations are free
to the community. The Dixon History Museum is open
for visits, Thursdays 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For further infor-
mation, please contact us at www.dixonhistoricalsociety.
org. Email dhs.dixonhistoricalsociety@gmail.com, or call
707-693-3044.

Dixon Kiwanis Club — an International civic organiza-
tion serving the community through enhancing children’s
lives meets on the fourth Monday of each month at the
Dixon Chamber of Commerce Conference Room. Call
Kristin Janisch at 918-840-0785 for more information.

Dixon Lions Club — Since 1954, the Dixon Lions
Club is a group of local people who identify needs
within our Dixon community and work together to ful-
fill those needs. Internationally our 45,867 clubs & more
than 1,347,322 members make us the world’s largest ser-
vice club organization. We meet first/third Wednesdays at
Bud’s Pub & Grill from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Website: http://
e-clubhouse.org/sites/dixonca. Facebook page: Dixon
Lions Club.

Dixon Rotary Club — Meets on most Wednesdays
at noon at The Creative Space, 160 West A. St., Dixon.
Rotary is the world’s first and oldest service club organi-
zation with over 1.4 million members working locally and
internationally to improve health and sanitation, combat
hunger, provide education, and promote peace. For more
information and meeting confirmation, contact Rotary
President Marlene Vega at 707-678-9368.

Dixon Scottish Cultural Association — Open to any-
one who is interested in celebrating Scottish culture.
Meetings are on the third Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m. at the American Legion Hall, 1305 N. First St. For
details, visit https://scotsindixon.us/.

Dixon Senior Club — Meets the second Tuesday of
each month from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Dixon Senior
Multi-Use Center, 201 S. Fifth St. For more info, call
678-7022.

Dixon Toastmasters/Public Speaking Club — Need to
speak in front of people? Want to improve your commu-
nication skills? Want to have fun learning? Check us out!
We meet Mondays at 7 p.m. at the Living Hope Church.
For more info, call or text Lynda Mendez at 530-665-
0948 or Rose Cooke at 707-297-0918.

Dixon Women’s Improvement Club — From
September through May of each year, the Dixon Women’s
Improvement Club dedicated to the betterment of Dixon,
meets on the third Wednesday of the month for stimulat-
ing presentations, activities, and friendships. Meetings are
held at the Dixon United Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall.

Dixon Youth Soccer Board Meetings — The board
will meet the third Tuesday of each month, except for
December, at the Sutter West Medical Center Conference
Room, at 7 p.m.

Domestic Violence Support Group — Thursdays from
10 to 11 a.m. at SafeQuest Solano, 1234 Empire St.,
Fairfield. Info 707-422-7345.

Dry Dock — This Alcoholics Anonymous group meets
Mondays, 7 to 8:30 p.m. and Saturdays, 10 to 11 a.m.
at Dixon United Methodist Church, corner of B and N.
Jefferson St.

Fairfield/Suisun Bass Reapers — Meets first Tuesday
of each month at RoundTable Pizza, 5085 Business
Center Drive, Fairfield. For more info, call 707-429-3239.

Friends of the Dixon Public Library — Meets at the
library on the second Tuesday of the month at 5 p.m. For
more information, call 707-678-5447.

Gretchen Higgins Parent Teacher Organization —
We meet the second Monday of each month in the library
at our school. Email ohptol525@gmail.com for more
information.

Independent Order of Oddfellows Montezuma
Lodge #172 — Meets at 6 p.m. on the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month at 111 West A. St., Dixon above
Bud’s. For more info, call Jason 530-400-0281 or Ed
916-837-6865.

Lambtown Committee — Meets third Monday each
month at 6 p.m. at Veteran’s Hall. Email John Knight at
johnknightpto@gmail.com

Living With Cancer — Support Group for people who
have or have had cancer meets the first, third, and fifth
Tuesday of every month, 7 to 8:30 p.m., in the Dining
conference room at Woodland Memorial Hospital, 1325
Cottonwood St., Woodland. Free.

Narcotics Anonymous — Open meetings are held every
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
at Dixon United Methodist, 209 N. Jefferson St. (Corner
of West B and N. Jefferson). For helpline information and
other meetings, go to www.napasolanona.org.

Northern Solano Democratic Club (NSDC) — Meets
on the second Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at IBEW, 30
Orange Tree Circle, Vacaville (behind Home Depot). For
more information, contact Jeanie White 615-260-7896 or
email pres.nsdc@gmail.com. Visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/northernsolanodems/.

NSDC Democrats in Action — Monthly lunch meet-
ing is every fourth Thursday at noon at Fuso Italian
Restaurant at 535 Main St., Vacaville. Meet to discuss
actions that can be taken towards local, state, and national
political issues. See above for contacts.

Promises AA Group — Meets Fridays at 7:30 p.m. at
the United Methodist Church, 209 N. Jefferson St.

Sexual Assault Support Group — Tuesdays from 6 to 7
p.m. at SafeQuest Solano, 1234 Empire St., Fairfield. Info
707-422-7345.

Solano County Mental Health Education — Monthly
presentations on various topics will be held on the fourth
Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 2101
Courage Dr., Fairfield. Call Rachel Ford at 707-784-8362
for more information and monthly topic.

Sons of the American Legion — Meet every second
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Dixon American
Legion Post 208 Hall. For information, call Wayne
Holland at 707-301-0941.

Soroptimist International of Dixon — Meets
Thursdays at noon at the Dixon United Methodist Church
(20 N. Jefferson). Call President Barbara Rigdon at
408-306-7390. Mail: P.O. Box 472, Dixon, CA 95620.

36th District Agricultural Assn. — Board of Directors
meet the second Wednesday of each month, 6 p.m. in the
board room located at 655 S. First St. (Dixon May Fair)

Tremont Teachers and Parents Association — Meets
the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Tremont School. For more information contact 678-9533.

Toastmasters — Meets every other Monday from 7
to 8 p.m. Contact Lynda Mendez at 530-665-0948 or
email her at mendezlyndaS5@yahoo.com

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) — Dixon Post
8151 meets at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each
month at the Olde Vets Hall, 231 N. First St. For
information, contact Cecil Dennings (Commander)
at 209-395-8019. Also visit us online at m.facebook.
com/DixonVFW.

Young Ladies Institute of Dixon — Meets the third
Thursday of the month at St. Peter’s Parish Hall,
105 S. 2nd St. All Catholic women are invited to
attend. For more information, call Virginia Fletcher at
678-5145. *

Solano College Presents Free Movies Music Concert

Solano Community College

News Release John Williams.

based on iconic compositions by

when the movie came out,” said
Lopez. “Plus it’s some of the most
iconic movie music out there.”

FAIRFIELD, CA (MPG) - Solano College
Music will present a free year-end
concert, “Music from the Movies,”
at 7 p.m. May 13.

Directed by Solano Community
College (SCC) Chamber Choir
director Michael Reilly and Solano
Community College Chamber
Orchestra director Dr. Teri Yumae,
the concert will be at the Solano
Community College Performing
Arts Center, 4000 Suisun Valley
Road, Building 1200, Fairfield.

Reilly and Yumae have chosen
several musical selections from
fan-favorite blockbuster mov-
ies, including “Wicked,” “Howl’s
Moving Castle,” “Disney’s
Fantasia,” “Pirates of the
Caribbean,” and “Frozen.”

“Star Wars” lovers will enjoy
the tenor and the bass quartet’s
rendition of “John Williams is the
Man,” a joyfully comedic song

Alexssia Macalpin, a music major
who plans to transfer to California
State University at Fullerton, is
excited to continue her education
in singing and guitar after starting
choir at Will C. Wood High School
in Vacaville.

“A lot of these songs are well-
known, so you’ll recognize them,”
said Macalpin. “I like the style of
teaching at SCC, it’s like, we’re
gonna do it and then ask questions
after. We’ve been working really
hard this semester and the songs are
turning out pretty great. Everyone
should come and watch.”

Juan Jimenez Lopez has been per-
forming since elementary school
when he started playing the violin.
He now plays the double bass, an
imposing upright string instrument
that stands more than six feet tall.

“I’m most excited to play ‘Pirates
of the Caribbean’ because the music
is nostalgic to me, reminiscent of

Despite years of practice, though,
stage fright is always a possibility.

“I do get stage fright but once I
start playing with the orchestra, my
focus is on the music and the con-
ductor,” said Lopez. “Everything
else goes away.”

“Music from the Movies” is a
family-friendly concert. Guests
can enjoy free movie treats such as
popcorn and red licorice before the
show and are encouraged to bring
their singing voices to join in for a
couple of songs (lyrics will be pro-
vided at the event).

The Solano Community College
Performing Arts Center is an
ADA (Americans with Disabilities
Act)-accessible venue. For more
information, visit www.sola-
nocollegetheatre.org or call
707-864-7100.

Concert admission is free and a
parking pass is $3. *

Juan Jimenez Lopez stands at the ready while reviewing
sheet music for “The Sorcercer’'s Apprentice,” a song from
“Disney’s Fantasia.” Photo courtesy of Solano Community College
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Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Announcement Cellular Plans m Insurance/Health Home Repair

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

GOT AN  UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos
a encontrar trabajo o iniciar
su propio negocio. Llama
ahora: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visual-
ly impaired. Arrange a swit,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a generous tax credit
for 2025. Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-844-491-
2884 today! (Cal-SCAN)

Advertising
Works!

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605  (cal-Scan)

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as
little as 24-48 months. Pay
nothing to enroll. Call Now:
1-877-435-4860 (Cal-SCAN)

3 Executive Suites are avail-
able at the Dixon Profession-
al Buildings in Suite H. The
Suites have shared access to
Conference room, restrooms,
lunch room and Wi-Fi. The
office size is 12’ x 12’ with fur-
niture included. Monthly Rent
is negotiable. If interested call:
(530) 400-8424. (05/16/25)

Are You a Pro?
Get the P
word out! .~

S

Advertise in the Classiﬁhéils'

Call 916-773-1111

V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995
Oldsmob|le Aurora. 64,000
original miles. Must take
whole car. Transmission is no
good. $500 or best offer. Call
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-888-256-9155 (caiscan)

JOIN FOR FREE - NO KITS
OR QUOTES & FREE WEB-
SITE. CTFO (Changing The
Future Outcome) Has the best
CBD oil available. Products for
health, beauty, weight or hair
loss and even for your pets.
Check out these products:
canderson.myctfo.com  (trn)

Insurance/Health

CANCER INSURANCE.
Lump Sum Benefit of up to
$50K. Affordable Coverage.
Don't wait for the unexpected.
Call us Today 805-683-3636.
CA Lic# 0773817 (Cal-SCAN)

LEGAL ADS FOR
S(llANII COUNTY?

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

(Cal-SCAN)

Home Remodel

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.) Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) Call
1-833-985-4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America?s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (cai-scan)

Visit MPG8.com

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

V.L.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests
OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248'0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM  *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073  CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates, points & fees than conventional discount loans

[Buy and Shop Locall |

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Landscaping/

Maintenance

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron);
plumbing; mowing, edging,
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all
kinds of fruit or shade trees);
tree removal, rock, bark or
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098.

(TFN)

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeated,
condensed, broadcast, tweeted,
discussed, posted, copied, edit-
ed, and emailed countless times
throughout the day by others?
Discover the Power of Newspa-
per Advertising. For a free bro-
chure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in  winning
and losing market share is
how businesses use their
advertising dollars. CNPA's
Advertising Services’ power
to connect to nearly 13 million
of the state’s readers who are
an engaged audience, makes
our services an indispensable
marketing solution. For more
info call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.com

Advertise in your
local community
newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.LP. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

We
Support
Our
Military

ACROSS

6. capita

perennial
brother
Road”

LEGO Movie”

What a

song

“I'm Just

outfit

Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of
Readers Every Week!

1. Potato chip, in UK.

9.”___ thenight
before Christmas...”
13. Popular garden

14. George Gershwin’s
15. *"Follow the Yellow
16. Brickowski of “The

17. Pick up a perpetrator
18. Hindu sage
19. %" Flashdance

21. *"Stayin’ Alive” band
23. Actress Gasteyer
24, Windshield option
25. Undergarment
28. Teenager's woe
30. *Solfege-themed
“The Sound of Music”

35. Capltal of Latvia

37. Pilgrimage to Mecca
39. India bigwig

40. Fusses or stirs

41. Belted starman

43. Charged particles
44, Binturong’s cousin
46. Type of salmon
47.Sol, or la, or ti

48. *Eponymous 1978
Franki Valli song

50. To, archaic

52. *Ryan Gosling's 2023

53. Part of a jousting

55. Tax pro, acr.

57. *"1 Will Always
Love You” of “The
Bodyguard” singer

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD * SOUNDTRACK SONGS
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WE SUPPORT
EIRST RESPONDERS

MPG

61.*"(I've Had) ____
___of My Life” of
“Dirty Dancing”

65. Desert wanderer's
hope

66. Morning conden-
sation

68. Waterwheel

69. Rosetta Stone, e.g.
70. U.N. working-condi-
tions agcy.

71. Perform in a play
72. Through, to a poet
73. First responders’s
acronym

74. Force units

DOWN

1. Carmy in “The Bear”

2. “Emily in Paris” new
location
3.*This_______ "of
“The Greatest Showman”
4. #69 Across, alt. sp.

5. Green layer on copper
6. Contact on social media
7.EinB.C.E.

8. Torah teacher

9. H.S. math class

10. Solomon-like

11. Advil target

12. Sleigh runners

15. Poet and “Surrealist
Manifesto” author André

20. Jack Black's Libre

22. Tight one, in football

24, Tiresome

25. Health food pioneer of
liquid aminos fame

26. Peter Fonda in 1969 role
27. In the past

29. DEA agent

2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo de

Cellular

cawconsumercelur 888-804-0913

paks please call BE8-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

31. *Prince’s “Purple ____
32. Digital tome

33.___ Carlo

34.“A Doll's House”
playwright

36. Away from port

38. *"The Lion King”
composer

42. Ax mark

45, Sleeping sickness
vector

49. Kind of trip

51. Not closed

54. Not mainstream

56. Lack of muscle tension

57. Terry Crews on “Ameri-

ca’s Got Talent”

58. The Hippocratic one
59._ -friendly

60. Farmer's storage

61. Scarce bills

62. Formerly Persia

63. Three blind ones

64. Chows down

67. Freddy Krueger street

S

-+ Call today and receive a g

~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
/~  PLUS $1600 OFF
SAFF-%STEP 1-855-576-5653
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE
DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE

CALL 916-773-1111
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COMICS & PUZZLES

The Spats

I1RY 0
MIND MY

P AND Q%"

DR GUU T -U) SRDRUAS Seariue-d DUR ST02s

Amber Waves

by Jeff Pickering

| CANMOT

.AND ALLT

THIMBLE THEATRE
PRESENTS

| TALKED TO
MACLHI AMD THE H
" " PRG"“O’I ER.
BUMMER SLAM
FART 3
BRUTUS 15 OM A GUEST To |
HELP HIS NEPHEW HARDTACK
REGAIN FAITH I THE CHLD'S
HERD, A WRESTLER NAMED
MACCHI MACHISMO, AND HAS
REACHED ouT To
AND OLME ...

HEY OWEN, LOOK HERE! MUST BE WEIRD BENG A
THERE ARE TWO MORE FISH | | FISH. THEY'RE ALWAYS DOING

THEY SWIM, EAT, SLEEP...HECK
EVEN GO TO THE BATHROOM

BRUTUS, 15
QLT+ A Good

WOW, THOSE TWo
SURE TOOK OFF IN
OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS!

EVERYTHING SIDE BY SIDEJ %I;XT To EACH OTHER.
(4]

Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas
ML {ou NEED 1S LONE..
;;“&“N;‘;ﬁf? DL YOU NEED 15 LOVE, LOVE.,
F\ waate Love BT LOVE 15 ALL YU NEED
S ReZon
LKRICS i\ #MoTion-
COFFEE i
K
RS

BELIEVE YOUVE
GOT U5 Goml' To

THEY CANT FIND -R\V T F:ﬁ
WRESTLERS WHO CAN [} T 7o Toaw
BUILD .'-\ (:coD Srome JLomEa. 3
(f ; -
i’ ﬁ "’ »
1 ;

CBI - BFOR Iy, i A~ Just Like Cats & Dogs

HE SEZ IT'S FER

HARDTACK. HIS HELP £ SO

YouU CAN HOLD
IT QVER THEIR
HEADS LATER.

THAT'S AS
CHARITABLE AS

NEPHEW. IF SOMEONE 1 KIN EXPECK

f MEEDS HELP FER A
; KID, THERE'S OWLY
2 T
ave

o0 -
50 HARDTACK
0 AN HAVE A HERD
FACE IN THE RlG, ﬁ TO BELIEVE N AGAN, |
A MONSTER TO Ll VOLUNTEERED To BE
p SLAY. THAT MONSTER.

MACCH NEEDS A |
846 VILLAIN TO

N

BUT THE PROMOTER SAID

MACCH 50 MUCH, THEYLL
| MAKE ME Look GooD
JUST TO HELP HiM!

" ATTENTION ALL
WRESTLERS!
ANYONE WHO PUTS
THE NEW G QVER
WiLL BE EXEMPT FROM|
WRESTLING MACCH
FOR A FLL VEAR!

“[amo) 0} pappe
st :aduw g JUIALIIP STINUBYJ *C UIPLA ST [QRL ‘b WP
s1 asep, “¢ “Tuissiw s1J1eyD) 7 “Suissiw st TeIOWEN "] 1S0UMLI

by Dave T. Phipps

NOW! A FOUR-LEAF CLOVER!
THIS CouLy” BE MY
LUCKY DAY !

3 Noem Amarica Syndcate, Inc. Word rights susanved.

WHOA, THAT WAS A CLOSE ONE. | THINK HE'S
SIGNALING US TO PLAY THROUGH...00H WAIT
\NPPE THAT'S DEFINITELY A DIFFERENT GESTURE.

“Sure it has a sound system! ...
It goes ‘va-room, va-room.”

P SIUE Ty DU ‘MROPUAG SAINTE Burd JZ020

CLEANING

PROPANE

FLOORING

S &Y Cleaning Services

Weekly - Bi-Weekly - Monthly - One Time
Weekends - Move-Ins - Move-Outs

Lots of References on Request
Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532

FREE ESTIMATES

We live where you live

We understand your propane service needs.
WE ARE

& Pro-Gas

ALLIED PROPANE

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

RobL@alliedprogas.com

fMI‘o

‘P-lease call for o free
th~- estimate!
OUSE OF FLOORS
QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE
Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More
1690 N. Lincoln Street « Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385

houseoffloors@att.net « www.houseoffloors.org

Moving & Hauling

PREGNANCY

ON THE WHEEL EXPRESS

Call Dwight | 530-665-3770 | OnTheWheelExpress@gmail.com

Appliances ¢ Furniture Auto Parts
Equipment ¢ Paint ¢ Building Materials
MC-1442197 U.S. | DOT No. 3908711

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!
All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence
Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991

Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center
138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

-

FOLLOW US

for Local News
and much more!

Messenger Publishing Group

0 Facebook: @MPG8dotcom
YW Twitter: @MPG8dotcom

Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

Do You Need MJ;)

B [ndepeadent Voice

Servmg Dixon and Solano County since 1993

It is the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. Itis understood that the opinions expressed on
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our
contributors.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

Dixon Independent Voice
is amember of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
or letters to the editor, please
Publisher@mpg8.com.
Be sure to place in the

subject field “Attention to

email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

information, announcements

email a Microsoft Word file to:

Publisher.” If you do not have

The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the same
must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to:
Dixon Independent Voice
100 N. Adams, Dixon, CA 95620
Subscription rate is $52 per year within Dixon and Solano County.
$72 per year (Mail only).
Main Office Address: 7144 Fair Oaks Blvd., Suite #5,
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published
weekly on Friday.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

P 3 )
MPG
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Book REVIEW & SPECIAL EVENTS EDITOR » & amy-shane@att.net (@ amy_fortheloveofbooks

The Light At the Bottom of the World
by London Shah

Leyla Mc Queen’s life
is a unique one, lived
entirely underwater. Her
grandfather’s tales of the
old days when Earth’s
inhabitants lived on land
are distant memories.
Now, the ancient land-
marks of London are mere
ruins, sheltering sea crea-
tures, as the Historical
Society desperately tries
to preserve them. But
Leyla's focus is on the
present. The govern-
ment has falsely arrested
her Papa, and she is con-
sumed by the need to get
him back.

Then, there is a glim-
mer of hope when she
is chosen to compete
in the coveted London
Submersible Marathon.
In this time-honored
televised tradition, the
winner is granted their
heart's desire. For Leyla,
the choice would be sim-
ple- her father’s freedom.
However, Leyla’s plans
are quickly dashed when
she learns the government
has marked her. With a
surmounting fear of cap-
ture by the ever-watchful
government eye bots and
the genetically altered
human anthropoids,
Leyla’s concern grows
at each passing moment.
Luckily Leyla has the
help of her submarine pro-
jected navigator, Oscar
Wilde, and an infuriating
but cute stowaway sent by
her grandfather. Now, it

THE

B

Ad THE

BOTTOM

OF THE

WORL®

LONDON SHAH

4 Publisher: Little Brown
4 Intended Audience:
Young Adult

is up to Leyla to fight for
survival and free her Papa,
which is the only way she
knows how to -with com-
plete conviction.

Wild and unforgiving
like the sea, The Light at
the Bottom of the World
is a story of fascinat-
ing survival, overcoming
impossible odds, and prov-
ing that humankind's
survival nature will always
rise above. London Shah
creates a timeless world
with unsurmountable
beauty and realism, encap-
sulating the highest level
of intrigue and adventure.
Shah’s beautiful imagery
of a world encapsulated by
the sea, where whales are
seen swimming by a liv-
ing room window, and the
fear of predators takes on a
whole new meaning, is one
to behold.

While readers might
feel the urge to race
through this spectacu-
lar read, they will still
take time to notice all
the subtle Old-World
touches. With vintage
1950s notable fashion,
an Elvis announcer, and
just enough Oscar Wilde
quotes to give literary
dreamers all the right
ingredients to fall in love.

A fast, intense read
from the very first page,
this story doesn't leave a
moment's pause for read-
ers to surface and catch
their breath. London
Shah’s writing is like the
mighty ocean. Shah gives
and takes as she pleases,
showing readers that you
can’t drown persever-
ance, determination, or the
desire to do what’s right at
any cost. Breaking barri-
ers and stereotypes, Shah
delivers a world vastly dif-
ferent from ours but still
operates under similarly
projected fears and preju-
dices. Written with surreal
description and deep emo-
tion, London Shah
highlights the need for
desire, acceptance, adap-
tation in any circumstance,
and, most of all, hope.

London Shah keeps
the same thrilling tempo
in the conclusion of the
duology in Journey to the
Heart of the Abyss, prov-
ing to her readers that you
can’t drown perseverance,
determination, or heart. *

“Amazing Grace?”

Flying on @ Wing and a Prayer

.

BY NORRIS BURKES

Amidst the Cinco de Mayo celebrations last
Monday, I couldn’t avoid thinking of May 6,
2009, the day I returned from deployment in
Iraq on a chartered World Airways DC-10.

After spending four months serving the
wounded at the Air Force Field Hospital in
Balad Iraq, my only thoughts on final approach
into Baltimore/Washington International
Airport, were of home.

Our landing attempt was anything but
welcoming as our plane bounced like a
porpoise on the waves. Security cameras
recorded a large puff of smoke from our
wheels. Eyewitnesses would later tell FAA
investigators that they thought the plane was
going to flip.

A second bounce delivered at an estimated
3.2 Gs and plastic ceiling molding fell on
us as oxygen generators swung like pifiatas.
Several seat backs snapped backward while
passengers along the left windows watched
the yellow centerline, and I watched our
wing drift over the grass.

We sailed back into the air as the cockpit
voice recorder captured pilot Craig Gatch
asserting: “8535 heavy declaring an emer-
gency go-around.”

When we regained some altitude, my fel-
low passengers spoke in muffled voices. No
one wanted to be the first to cry, but clearly
no one wanted to die without protest. Some
were praying or holding hands or just star-
ing at their feet.

I rested my forehead on my seatback to
pray, even as I wondered if I heard a judg-
mental voice in it all. My shortcomings felt
as though they were being weighed on the
scale of a spiritual assayer. Was there a deity
somewhere with a one-piece eyeglass assess-
ing my life with a doubtful squint?

Had I been a good husband and dad? Or
had I been too absent, physically and spiritu-
ally? Was it OK to feel scared? Or should I
gather my wits and start a rousing chorus of

I kept praying, spending the next few
minutes asking God, “What about all these
passengers?” A soldier was about to meet his
new son for the first time. An airman was
trying to make a marriage work again. They
all wanted another chance. Would they get
that chance?

In a center aisle seat, catty-corner from
me, a young officer was wiping her tears. |
stretched across the aisle to offer my hand
as a reminder she wasn’t alone. I wanted to
hold it until we landed, but the awkwardly
angled reach caused me to break loose and
rejoin her hand with the chaplain assistant
sitting beside her.

As we reapproached the airport, the flight
attendants told us to grab our ankles and lower
our heads. Then the pilot added his instruction
to “brace for impact!” But instead of impact,
we landed as calmly as if we were sailing
across a mountain lake.

Slowly we looked up from our crash/prayer
position and started clapping like we had never
expected another tomorrow.

Before we deplaned down portable
stairways, five people were removed for
medical care, including the first officer with
a broken back. Behind us, debris littered an
unusable runway.

Few of us could make much sense of the
incident. Many would say to me things like,
“Chaplain, we expected to die in Iraq, but
never in Baltimore.”

FAA investigators declared the plane a total
loss because the main spar was broken, (the
structural member that supports the wings.)

This meant our pilot literally risked losing
our wings during his 10-minute go-around.
But I suppose that’s what airmen mean when
they describe a harrowing flight as “flying on a
wing and a prayer.”

Even today, my airplane remains at the air-
port where its continentally stippled for parts.
For those curious, I posted links to the security
footage and the accident report on my website

This column is excerpted from my book
“Hero’s Highway.”

Sign up to receive this weekly column in
your email box at https://thechaplain.net/
newsletter/ or send me your email address
to comment@thechaplain.net.

All of Norris's books can be ordered
on Amazon. Autographed copies can be
obtained on his website www.thechap-
lain.net or by sending a check for 320 for
each book to 10566 Combie Rd. Suite 6643
Auburn, CA 95602. *

A Film and TV Review
by Tim Riley

“THE ACCOUNTANT 2” RATED R

“The Accountant 2” is nearly a
decade removed from its origin story.
Understanding Ben Affleck’s titular role
of Christian Wolff requires knowing about
his original position of a CPA working out
of an Illinois strip mall with a side job
befitting an assassin.

In the public realm, Wolff exhibited
a tense, rigid behavior, possessed of an
inability for normal social interactions,
but nevertheless demonstrated a brilliance
in mathematics and solving complex
puzzles.

The other side of Wolft’s skills, despite
his autism or Rain Man-like demeanor,
was being wired as a hardnosed killing
machine due to childhood training from
his militaristic father.

Years later in this sequel, Wolff main-
tains his low-key demeanor and acts
about as socially awkward as Tony
Shalhoub’s detective Adrian Monk, albeit
prone to violent conduct, while still acting
as an accountant for unsavory characters.

The action swiftly kicks in when J.K.
Simmons’ Ray King, now a private eye
retired from the Treasury Department, is
encountered by a blonde female assassin
(Daniella Pineda) at a low-rent nightclub.

Gun-toting thugs show up and chaos
ensues. Even though taking out some
of the bad guys, Ray does not get far.
His former assistant, Marybeth Medina
(Cynthia Addai-Robinson), discovers that
Ray has scrawled “Find the accountant”
on his arm.

Ray had been working on a case of
a disappearing immigrant family, and
Marybeth is tasked to pick up the trail.
Having a past with the accountant, she’s
not too thrilled having to connect again
with the erratic and lethal Wolff.

Even if emotionally stunted, Wolff
delivers some humor with his inabil-
ity to read social cues or to interact in
a way that is not clumsy, an amusing
example of that is how ineptly he deals
with a parade of single women at a speed
dating seminar.

Drawn into the investigation of Ray’s
death, Wolff must engage his estranged
brother Braxton (Jon Bernthal), also an
assassin for hire, to leave Berlin and come
to the squalid underbelly of Los Angeles.

Apart for the last nine years, the broth-
ers reconnect by sharing beers and
conversation on top of Wolff’s Airstream
trailer and at a honky-tonk dive bar where
Wolff loosens up after unexpectedly join-
ing a country line dance with an attractive
cowgirl.

Leading up to the violent, climac-
tic showdown south of the border, Wolff
and Braxton take on a righteous mission
to hunt down sex traffickers who had a

Grape Growers Scrap More Vineyards
Amid Wine Market Slump

California winegrape growers con-
tinue to tear out vineyards in an effort to
balance the state’s grape supply with a
historic drop in demand for wine. “In the
Lodi area, there’s been a large number of
vineyards removed—more than I’ve ever
seen in one year,” said grower Joe Valente,
adding that the downturn in the market
has caused some growers to stop perform-
ing the necessary vineyard maintenance to
produce a crop. “There’s still a lot of vine-
yards that are unpruned, so the assumption
is that they will probably get removed
or not be farmed at all.” The decline in
wine sales during the past few years has
been attributed to shifting consumer atti-
tudes around the health benefits or risks of
consuming low levels of alcohol, among
other factors. “Hopefully, it’s a cycle that’s
short-lived,” Valente said.

Tariffs Prompt Farmers to Shore Up

Trade Relationships

The imposition of tariffs by the United
States on its closest trading partners—and
retaliatory tariffs that have targeted some
agricultural exports from the U.S.—have
prompted California farmers to do what
they can to preserve their relationships
with foreign buyers. “Our sales team is
planning to go to Canada next month to
meet with some of our buyers,” said Ryan
Elliot, operational manager at Stillwater
Orchards in Sacramento County, which
sells about 10% of its fresh-market pears
to Canada. “It might not seem huge, but
it’s been a favorable market for us for
years.” Elliot added that should tariffs halt

Riley Reviews

“THE ACCOUNTANT 2” ACTION THRILLER;
FINAL WORD ON TCM FESTIVAL

nefarious plan involving a busload of
young children, resulting in all hell break-
ing loose in a blaze of gunfire.

The plot often feels scattershot but the
real joy of “The Accountant 2” is the
relationship between Wolff and Braxton,
which at times is fraught with tension
because they are opposites, but otherwise
their odd buddy chemistry carries the day.

“The Accountant 2” delivers a good
action thriller with the dynamic partner-
ship of siblings prone to violence, who
turn out to be the good guys dispatching
truly horrible villains.

THE LAST WORD ON THE TCM

CLASSIC FILM FESTIVAL

This column submits to a fact-check in
relation to what was previously reported
about the Marx Brothers. Groucho, Chico,
and Harpo are most familiar as the siblings
that appeared in all their films.

The youngest of the five brothers were
Gummo and Zeppo, with the latter the only
one born in the 20th century. This col-
umn erroneously reported that only Zeppo
never appeared in any of the films, when
it was Gummo who performed only in the
vaudeville acts and none of the movies.

“Animal Crackers,” which Groucho
described as his favorite, was a pre-
Code comedy from 1930 that had to be
cut for re-release in 1936. The origi-
nal was thought to be lost, and decades
later, a print was found in the British Film
Institute and finally screened in 2016.

It was a treat then for the TCM festival
to screen “Animal Crackers,” which can
only be described as typical Marx Brothers
mayhem when a priceless painting van-
ished during a party honoring Groucho’s
explorer Captain Spaulding.

“Animal Crackers” is also one of the
five films in which Zeppo Marx played
the straight man, while everyone else glee-
fully embraced the Marx Brothers’ brand
of anarchic humor.

Two partners in the film business
best known for unusual biopics, Scott
Alexander and Larry Karaszewski, intro-
duced the film, with Larry calling it the
“Holy Grail for Marx Brothers addicts.”

Scott relayed a humorous story of his
childhood admiration for Groucho, and
how during the Seventies a special screen-
ing of “Animal Crackers” occurred in the
Los Angeles neighborhood of Westwood,
home of UCLA.

Students from the nearby campus
showed up in droves to get a glimpse of
Groucho, causing mayhem when they
tossed boxes of Animal Crackers in the
air. Meanwhile, Scott said that he and his
father managed by subterfuge to get into
the screening and sat behind the film’s
director.

A lesson learned from the TCM festival
is the need to catch up on all Marx Brothers
films. So far, “Room Service” and “Duck
Soup” are personal favorites. *

some of the canned fruit the U.S. imports
from Europe and China, that could benefit
his family’s farm, “and we can focus more
on our domestic canned fruit products.”
Flower Farm Brings Hope and Beauty
to Community Ravaged by Fire

In 2021, the Dixie Fire burned 963,309
acres in five counties and destroyed about
half the homes in the Indian Valley area
of Plumas County. Kjessie and Andre
Essue and their three young children of
Taylorsville had to evacuate for 40 days,
though they were among those fortunate to
find their homes still standing when they
returned. Wanting to do something for the
suffering community, Kjessie launched
Barn Swallow Gardens, a flower farm that
grows about 130 varietals. “I love to grow
a lot of different shapes, textures and col-
ors. It might not be what’s recommended
from a business perspective, but it brings
me a lot of joy,” she says.
Experts Cut Through Confusion About

Ultraprocessed Foods

With debate about ultraprocessed
foods frequently making headlines,
the University of California, Davis,
Department of Food Science and
Technology highlighted work its research-
ers have published to bring clarity to the
subject. For researchers, part of the chal-
lenge is the speed at which processed
foods and ingredients are now created.
“We’re creating ingredients so rapidly,
we don’t have time to study them,” said
Alyson Mitchell, a professor and food
chemist at UC Davis. “The food tech-
nology has moved faster than the health
studies have.” *
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Restoring Califormia: A Call to Cobb Mountain

Story and pictures
by Dannah Nielsen

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA (MPG)
- Visiting tiny towns is a bit of a
civic duty that maybe wasn’t writ-
ten into the curriculum or taught in
lesson plans before we exited into
the real world. It’s one of those aha
moments that is incumbent upon
each of us to learn as we traverse
California, and here’s why it is so
vital: tiny towns represent a free-
dom we often romanticize at some
point; a freedom we can only day-
dream about if we believe it can
exist. They represent an escape
from the hustle, the idea of find-
ing your people, having space to
breathe and living on your own
terms. It’s our collective responsi-
bility to keep this belief alive, even
if it means simply stopping in to
support the locals until one day we
become a local.

Which is what we opted to do
here in the micro town of Cobb,
tucked neatly into the mountains
of Lake County, and recovering
from the Valley Fire that all but
decimated dreams ten years ago.
At first glance, one might not
have realized it’s a population of
roughly 1,200. The residents them-
selves are not quickly spotted on
the two main roads that make up
the intersection, but we definitely
found Cobbites scattered heav-
ily within their local hangouts,
and equally delightful was finding
wilderness paths scattered heav-
ily within Cobb. So how does one
support local?

The talk of the town is currently
the recently bedazzled Fainting
Couch Maximilast Boutique Hotel,
which we had the pleasure of stay-
ing at for an extended weekend.
This hotel is designed like no other
hotel in Northern California, and
conveniently positioned right in
the middle of this town hub. Walk
to coffee, books, dining, golf,
and creek views, or relax in their
chandelier park or poolside in the
warmer months. What stands out
most, however, is the vibrant, bold
and eclectic interior of each room.

e

amenities on site.

The charm beckons for group
bonding getaways, photo shoots
and self-indulgence.

But when not lounging in lux-
ury, we found the baristas at the
Mountain High Coffeehouse to
be full of tips for local perks to
explore. We mentioned we love
the great outdoors and were
given directions of a short hike
to Anderson Creek, which boasts
multiple waterfalls cascading down
Cobb Mountain and feeding into
the greater Putah Creek watershed.
If a little creek scrambling isn’t in
the cards, Cobb has multiple Putah
Creek access points- whether it be
picnic benches or bridges over-
looking the water or pausing at a
pull-out and walking down to the
banks for a closer look.

Another honorable mention is
the hidden Bogg Lake Preserve
(not to be mistaken for the Bogg
Mountain Demonstration State
Forest with its own trails). A few
walking paths around this Lake
with a dock to take you out fur-
ther than your sea legs wish, it’s
secluded location typically means
it’s just you and the birds being

The labyrinth and adirondacks of Harbin Hot Springs are one of dozens of

Punch Bowl waterfall, one of a several
waterfalls along Anderson Creek.

serenaded by the frog symphony.
And who would typically think
a frog chorus could bring such
serenity?

The other claim to fame in this
region also seems to be Harbin
Hot Springs. Minutes from Cobb
with several amenities to take
advantage of in addition to the nat-
ural hot springs pools, we opted
to hike well into the surrounding
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mountains, finding multiple mini
waterfalls and run off from the
recent storm. We enjoyed several
meditation spots built in along
the way, including a lovely land-
scaped garden, labyrinth, cafe and
peculiar architecture designed with
their spiritual philosophy in mind.
There is an entrance fee to Harbin
Hot Springs and many events on
the calendar to choose from.

We rounded out our weekend of
supporting the local economy with
stops at Boston’s steakhouse, Cobb
Mountain Pizza, and Beaver Creek
Vineyards in nearby Middletown,
but in our humble opinion the
other showstopper of Cobb was
the small but mighty Mountain
High Coffee & Books. While I say
that The Fainting Couch Boutique
Hotel is the talk of the town,
important to note is where the
talk of the town originated: here
at the coffee shop. Coffee shops
can be a dime a dozen these days,
and that’s a fond sentiment. But

i

Mountain High Coffee House Books

cts as the unofficial town center.

Mountain High Coffee & Books
hit different- we visited 3 days in
a row for our caffeine fix. I never
thought I’d highlight a coffee shop
with such an enthusiasm, but there
was a draw to this space with how
the locals gathered and chatted-
as if there were impromptu (or
regularly programmed?) town-
hall meetings. We weren’t part of
the inside scoop but sitting there
leisurely enjoying the upbeat pres-
ence of so many Cobbites, it felt
like we were no longer just sup-
porting local- we had BECOME
local. Our civic duty was
complete.

To learn more about the town
of Cobb and how you can support
local businesses & conservation
efforts, visit explorecobbca.com

To book a stay at the Fainting
Couch Boutique Hotel, visit faint-
ingcouch.com

For more California travel ideas,
follow along on Instagram @
Ca.love.fornia *

Persons listed in this log from the Dixon Police
Department are considered innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law. Only activities deemed
significant by the Police Dept. are included.

DIXON POLICE LOG

Friday, April 18

0831 - Hit and Run report 500 block College Way.
0940 - Vandalism report 1000 block Newgate Way.
1114 - Traffic stop West E Street at North First Street Driver was cited and released for driving on a suspended

1330 - Suspicious Person Doyle Lane at East C Street Oscar Orozco (34) of Dixon was arrested for possession of
a controlled substance and booked into the Solano County Jail.
1430 - Confidential Report 300 block Pheasant Run Drive.
1612 - Domestic battery report 1300 block Bello Drive.

1740 - Lost property report at Dixon Police Department.
1942 - Vandalism report in the 1300 block of West H Street.

2346 - A traffic stop on Highway 80 at Kidwell Road for a registration violation resulted in the arrest of the
passenger, Eduardo Sanchez (40) of Vallejo, for Possession of narcotics and an outstanding misdemeanor
warrant for his arrest. The driver, Ryan Weiss (39) of Sacramento for an outstanding felony no-bail warrant for
his arrest. Both were transported to the Solano County Jail. The vehicle was towed incident to arrest.
Thursday, April 17

0955 - Agency Assist Stratford Avenue at Pitt School Road.

1000 - Confidential report 400 block East C Street.

1320 - Suspicious Vehicle 200 block Dorset Court.

Wednesday, April 16

1352 - Confidential report taken in the 300 block of South Eighth Street.

1503 - Welfare check in the area of North First Street and West H Street.

1534vlost property reported in the 1600 block of Winfield Street.

Tuesday, April 15

1033 - Informational report taken in the 500 block of College Way.

1136 - Welfare check in the area of East Creekside and North Fifth Street.

1415 - Theft reported in the 1200 block of Stratford Avenue.

2303 - Hit and run accident reported in the 200 block of Dorset Court.

0028 - Information report taken in the 1600 block of Seqouia Way.

0210vConfidential report taken in the area of Sierra Drive.

Monday, April 14

1037 - Informational report in the 500 block of College Way.

1235vStolen vehicle reported in the 1100 block of Business Park Drive.

1618 - Informational report taken in the 600 block of Harvest Way.

1550 - Theft reported in the 1200 block of Stratford Avenue.
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Sunday, April 13
PRICING VARIES 1800 - Confidential report in the 300 block of Horsetail Court.
DEPENDING ON Saturday, April 12
THE NUMBER OF 1028 - Information report taken in the 1400 block of Ary Lane.
1706 - Report of a male sleeping in a running vehicle in the 1000 block of Parkgreen Drive resulted in the arrest
WEBSITES WHERE of Yordy Salas (23) of Dixon for DUI.
YOUR EVENT Friday, April 11
APP EARS, LENGTH 0710 - Welfare Check 100 block Dorset Drive.
1240 - Vandalism Rehrmann Drive at Pitt School Road.
OF TIME YOUR EVENT 1400vFraud report 300 block White Owl Street.
IS FEATURED. 1500 - Vandalism West Chestnut Street at South Jackson Street.

1600 - Battery report 1800 block Whiting Court.
Thursday, April 10

CALL (91 6) 773-1111 OR EMAIL /‘;—‘ 1325 - Information report at Dixon Police Department.
PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM MPG 1331 - Collision Report 400 block West H Street.

2141 - Warrant arrest at E80 and Currey Road. Officers conducted a traffic enforcement stop for expired
FOR A QU ICK QUOTE' ( _ < registration. The driver of the vehicle, suspect Jason Wandner (47-year-old male out of Vacaville), was found
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS o to have a warrant for a probation violation out of Sonoma County. Wandner was transported to the Dixon

Messenger Publishing Group Police Department, where he was booked and released on a citation.
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Women Comprise 36.3% of U.S. Farmers

By Federico Fontanella,
Trace One

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG)
- A quiet transformation is unfold-
ing in American agriculture.
Female farmers are taking on a
larger role in shaping the future
of farming, contributing to both
local economies and national food
production.

Recent data from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture reveals
a steady rise in the number of
women involved in farm deci-
sion-making and management.
From small family farms to large
commercial operations, women
are increasingly present in agri-
cultural leadership. As this shift
continues, certain parts of the
country stand out for having a
higher concentration of female
farmers.

There has been a growing
number of female farmers in the
U.S. Over the past two decades,
the share of female farmers in
the United States has steadily
increased. According to data
from the most recent Census of
Agriculture, women now make
up more than a third of all agri-
cultural producers, a notable rise
from 26.9% in 2002.

A key turning point came with
the 2017 Census of Agriculture,
which expanded the defini-
tion of producers to provide a
more comprehensive picture of
the individuals involved in farm
decision-making. As a result,
the recorded number of female
producers increased signifi-
cantly from 969,672 in 2012 to
1,227,461 in 2017, in part due to
this broader definition.

The data also shows a clear
long-term trend: the number of
male producers has been declin-
ing since 2007, when it peaked at
2.3 million. By 2022, that number
fell to 2.15 million, continuing a
downward trajectory.

Meanwhile, the share of female
producers has grown consistently
across every census, from 30.0%
in 2007 to 30.5% in 2012, even
before the definitional change in
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2017 pushed it higher to 36.1%.
The 2022 census confirmed that
this upward trend has continued,
with women now accounting for
36.3% of all producers.

While there are a record num-
ber of female farmers in the U.S.,
their presence varies significantly
across different farming indus-
tries. Female producers are most
concentrated in livestock opera-
tions involving smaller animals,
specialty crops and greenhouse
production, while they have lower
representation in large-scale com-
modity farming.

Women have the highest rep-
resentation in sheep and goat
farming where they make up
46.1% of all producers, followed
closely by aquaculture and other
animal production (44.9%). This
category includes horse farming,
which has historically had strong
female participation.

Poultry and egg farming also
has a high share of female pro-
ducers (43.2%). While large-scale
poultry production is dominated
by major agribusinesses, small-
er-scale poultry operations, such
as those focused on pasture-raised

eggs, organic poultry or specialty
breeds are also common.

Female producers are well rep-
resented in vegetable and melon
farming (39.3%), greenhouse and
floriculture production (39.3%)
and fruit and tree nut farming
(38.0%). These sectors frequently
involve intensive management,
diversified crop production and
specialty markets.

In contrast, female representa-
tion is lower in commodity crop
production and large-scale live-
stock operations.

Women account for just 27.5%
of cotton farmers, 25.9% of oil-
seed and grain producers and
only 21.2% of tobacco farmers,
which is the lowest share among
all major agricultural sectors.
Similarly, industries that require
large-scale infrastructure, such as
cattle feedlots (28.4%) and dairy
farming (29.9%), have lower
female participation rates.

Female farmers are not evenly
distributed across the country.
The western United States and the
Northeast have the highest con-
centrations of female producers
while much of the Midwest and

parts of the Southeast have the
lowest.

Arizona leads the nation, with
47.9% of its agricultural produc-
ers being women. Other western
states also rank high, including
Alaska (47.6%), Oregon (44.0%)
and Nevada (42.7%).

In the Northeast, New
Hampshire (44.8%), Maine
(43.1%) and Rhode Island
(42.9%) have a high share of
female producers. These regions
tend to have a greater proportion
of smaller farms, direct-to-con-
sumer markets and diversified
operations.

In contrast, the Midwest has the
lowest share of female farmers,
with the bottom five states being
Illinois (28.0%), North Dakota
(29.9%), Minnesota (31.0%),
South Dakota (31.2%) and Iowa
(32.7%).

The Southeast also has rel-
atively lower concentrations,
with North Carolina (33.3%),
Mississippi (34.4%), Alabama
(34.7%) and several other
southern states ranking below
the national average. These
regions are home to large-scale

commodity crop operations such
as corn, soybeans and commercial
livestock.

County-level data rein-
forces these trends. Among the
nation’s largest agricultural coun-
ties, Coconino County, Arizona
(52.9%) has the highest share
among large counties, followed
closely by Apache County,
Arizona (52.6%) and Navajo
County, Arizona (51.0%).

Other counties with a high pro-
portion of female farmers include
Pierce County, Washington
(49.5%); Deschutes County,
Oregon (49.2%); and McKinley
County, New Mexico (49.1%),
reinforcing the regional trend of
stronger female representation in
the West.

A summary of the Sacramento
County data follows:

Female producers as a share of
total: 39.9%

Female-operated farms as a
share of total: 67.4%

10-year change in female pro-
ducers: -2.5%

10-year change in female-oper-
ated farms: -4.3%

Total female producers: 814

Total female-operated farms:
753

Total producers: 2,041

Total farms: 1,118.

For reference, here are the
statistics for the entire United
States:

Female producers as a share of
total: 36.3%

Female-operated farms as a
share of total: 58.4%

10-year change in female pro-
ducers: +26.3%

10-year change in female-oper-
ated farms: +20.2%

Total female producers:
1,224,726

Total female-operated farms:
1,110,546

Total producers: 3,374,044

Total farms: 1,900,487.

The data in this study was
sourced from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture's (USDA) Census
of Agriculture, specifically the
most recent 2022 edition which
was released in 2024. *
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