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Z.00 Relocation Canceled
Due to Financial Concerns
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By Sean P Thomas
MPG Staff

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - A
highly anticipated plan to
relocate the Sacramento
Zoo to Elk Grove has been
shelved, prompting dis-
appointment among city
leaders and residents who
had hoped the $300 million
project would bring eco-
nomic and cultural benefits
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Rendering courtesy of city of Elk Grove/Sacramento Zoological Society

to Elk Grove.

The Sacramento
Zoological Society
announced last week it
would not move forward
with the relocation, citing
concerns over the financial
viability of the project. The
decision ends a multi-year
partnership with the City
of Elk Grove, which had
already invested approx-
imately $4.5 million into

land acquisition and plan-
ning for the project,
according to city officials.
“It was disappointing.
There’s no other way to say
it,” Councilmember Rod
Brewer said. “We enthu-
siastically supported the
project and had been work-
ing to excite the public on
bringing the zoo to Elk
Grove. Even with some of
the rumors and financial

uncertainty, | didn’t expect
this outcome.”

The proposed relocation
was intended to address
major challenges faced
by the Sacramento Zoo at
its current 14-acre site in
William Land Park. The
Elk Grove plan included
a phased buildout on a
65-acre portion of a 100-
acre parcel the city had

Continued on Page 8

Odyssey of the Mind Celebrates Neurodivergence

By Kristina Rogers

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Each child comes with an
individual set of strengths
and challenges they will
take into the world with
them.

Odyssey of the Mind, or
OM, zeros in on the power
of brain diversity to reach
victory together.

It is a volunteer-run
after-school program
serving grades from kin-
dergarten to college level.
The program works by pro-
viding a list of “problems”
in various categories that
teams can choose from,
such as building a vehi-
cle, constructing a robot
or designing an innovative
contraption.

The Holy Spirit Parish
School’s Odyssey of the
Mind team designed a
dinner party based on
the beloved book “Willie
Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory.” The team created

Continued on Page 10
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Holy Spirit School competes at the NorCal Odyssey of the Mind State Tournament. Photo

courtesy of Monica Robinson

Plant More
Trees, Cut

Energy Costs,
U.S. Bill Says

Office of Rep. Doris
Matsui News Release

WASHINGTON, D.C. - On
Arbor Day, April 25, Rep.
Doris Matsui (D-CA) and
Rep. Emanuel Cleaver
(D-MO) and Brian
Fitzpatrick (R-PA) rein-
troduced the TREES Act,
a bill that will help home-
owners lower energy costs,
increase tree canopy in
underserved communi-
ties and help mitigate the
effects of climate change
through residential tree
planting.

The TREES Act would
create a cost-share grant
program at the Department
of Energy to provide $50
million in funding to plant
a minimum of 300,000
trees annually in residen-
tial neighborhoods through
2028. The program seeks
to prioritize low wealth
communities as well as
areas with low tree canopy
and heat islands.

“Urban forests are crit-
ical to addressing climate
change and air pollution,”
said Rep. Matsui.

“Sacramento is the City
of Trees, and through the
proactive efforts of local
organizations and partners
we are working hard to
build out a more equitable
urban tree canopy across
our city. The benefits at
the local level are clear:
we can lower energy costs,
reduce temperatures on our
streets, improve air quality,
reduce stormwater runoff
and beautify our neigh-
borhoods, all leading to
healthier and more climate
resilient communities. The
TREES Act incentivizes
successful programs like
ours and scales them to
the national level. By cre-
ating a competitive federal
tree-planting grant pro-
gram, we can empower
communities to improve
access to green space and
clean air, reduce consumer
costs, and help fight cli-
mate change,” said Matsui.

“Kansas Citians know
all too well that extreme
heat waves are becom-
ing increasingly frequent,
costly, and dangerous to
communities in the urban
core due to the heat island
effect exacerbating the his-
toric rise in temperatures
we’re seeing around the
globe,” said Rep. Emanuel

Continued on Page 7
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The Easter Bunny Visits Land Park

Story and photos
by Kristina Rogers

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Peter Cottontail, beloved
by children from the Land
Park neighborhood and
beyond, arrived at William
Land Park Golf on April
13. He provided plenty of
hugs and sat under a col-
orful balloon arch with
children while families
took photos. Nearby, fair-
ies from Pixie Tribe added
some extra magic by dec-
orating children’s faces,
turning them into butter-
flies, tigers or whatever
designs they wanted.

It was the third annual
Bunny on the Green event
organized and hosted by
William Land Park Golf
Course and the Land Park
Community Association.
More than 100 fami-
lies attended to celebrate
spring at the golf course.
Complimentary hamburg-
ers and hot dogs were
served, along with cups
of Vic’s raspberry ribbon
ice cream. Juice boxes
were ready for the children
while the adults enjoyed
mimosas.

At the nearby put-
ting course, children
participated in a contest
and practiced their devel-
oping golf skills. Curt
David, the William Land
Park Golf general manager,
generously donated food
and contest prizes. David’s
staff helped serve the food
and brought smiles to
visitors.

A highlight was the
Easter Bonnet Contest.
Children decorated their
bonnets with little chicks,
flowers, ribbons and color-
ful eggs. Then, the Easter
Bunny led the parade so
everyone could enjoy their
hats. Winners received

Wendy Kay offers treats while District 7 City
Councilman Rick Jennings looks on.

prize baskets for catego-
ries such as Most Creative,
Best Design and Over the
Top. A craft table was set
up for children ready to
take a break and focus
on making fun Easter
decorations.

Local business spon-
sors Little Whale Swim
School, Jeffrey Schaff Law

Land Park Community Association board
members Roman Ambroselli and Jacey

table.

and Ideal Plastic Surgery
made funding for the event
possible. SMUD also pro-
vided a table with helpful
home energy information
and extra giveaways. Land
Park Soccer had a game
table. Every child left with
a smile and a surprise toy
they chose from a basket of
plastic Easter eggs.

Cooper greet families at the membership

y il O

Pixie Tribe fairies cheerfully handled the magical face-painting.

= discussed. The Land Park
Community Association
also partners with local
businesses to host adult
meet-and-greet events. In
addition, the organization
builds relationships with
local city and county lead-
ers who attend community
meetings. The meetings
help neighbors ask direct
questions and receive
timely information from
their representatives. organization’s work and

The organization wel- events, visit landpark.org.
comes the opportunity to *

partner with other local
groups and businesses
to celebrate the neigh-
borhood’s quality of life.
Residents can attend the
upcoming Land Park
Community Association
community meeting at
Fairytale Town at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, June 5
to learn more about the
organization.

To learn more about the

The Land Park
Community Association is
an all-volunteer board ded-
icated to advocating for
quality of life in William
Land Park. This event is
one of several that the
association’s board plans
to host this year. A possible
family friendly fall event
at the golf course is being

)
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Life-Saving Devices Installed at Parks

Story and photo
by Susan Maxwell
Skinner

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - Thanks to three
Rotary clubs, 18 auto-
mated external defibrillator
(AED) units have recently
been installed at public
facilities in Sacramento,
Carmichael, Elk Grove and
Marysville.

The devices can revive
heart function in case of
cardiac arrest. In compli-
ance with state legislation,
similar units must be pro-
vided for all youth sport
locations in California by
2027.

Proven effective in sav-
ing lives, an automated
external defibrillator costs
between $900 and $4,000.

One such device was

installed last week near
Howe Park’s tennis courts.
The donor, Arden Arcade
Rotarians, gathered to view
demonstrations of its use
by a representative of an
organization dedicated to
preventing cardiac deaths
in young people.

“Every minute that
passes without oxygen
being pumped to the brain
diminishes a patient’s
chance of recovery,” said
Project Adam coordina-
tor Rebecca McCormac.
“Surveys show one in 300
American children has
a heart condition. These
often go undiagnosed and
can pose risks, especially
during athletic activity.
That’s why it’s important
to have automated external
defibrillators where young
people gather.”

Designed to be
employed without medical
training, automated exter-
nal defibrillators apply
electric shock stimulation
to the heart after cardiac
arrest.

“When available for
bystanders to use, these
AEDs save lives,” said
McCormac. “Days after
training in the use of the
defibrillator and CPR,
Davis High School staff
revived a teacher who’d
collapsed. They man-
aged to get his heart
beating before an ambu-
lance reached the school.”

Assisted by the Rotary
Club of Arden Arcade,
Fulton-ElI Camino and
Mission Oaks Park districts
have mounted defibrillators
at park sports facilities.

Fundraising by Arden

Arcade, Elk Grove and
Marysville Rotary clubs
provided a $42,000 grant
for the project.

The volunteers hope to
continue unit donations in
2026.

“We’re glad to do this
for children and the com-
munity,” said Arden
Arcade Rotary Club
President Christine Jensen.
“As Rotarians, service
above self is central to

LAND PARK

Arden-Arcade
Rotarians

Matt Ross and
club President
Christine Jensen
learn live-saving
techniques at
Howe Park.
Project Adam
coordinator
Rebecca
McCormac (right)
demonstrates
defibrillator use.

everything we do.”

Learn about Project
Adam programs and the
use of automated exter-
nal defibrillators at health.
ucdavis.edu/children/ser-
vices/project-adam. *

Charming Tudor in the heart of Land Park. Amenities
include a formal entry, living room with vaulted beamed
ceiling and fireplace. Kitchen/dining room combination.
Kitchen with stainless steel appliances including gas range,
microwave, refrigerator, dishwasher and wine refrigerator.
Quartz counters, tiled back splash, pretty white cabinets,
breakfast bar, builtin hutch with leaded-glass window.
The kitchen also boasts a bay window overlooking the
backyard with seating that serves as an additional dining
area. Updated hall bathroom features tiled floors, granite
counters, dual sinks, large stall shower and storage. Stairway
off hallway leads upstairs to large primary bedroom. Primary
bath has granite vanity, stall shower and claw-foot tub. Inside
laundry room, central HVAC, mostly dual paned windows
and quarter basement. Garage with finished flooring, two
European-style heating and air units, sink, toilet and stairway
to a loft hideaway. Backyard with mature landscaping, patio
areas and a gazebo for your backyard entertaining. Don’t
miss this one! 1570 11th Avenue

Teresa Olson
016-494-1452

PENDING

Sue Olson
916-601-8834

sue@sueolson.net
CalBRE# 00784986

TAPESTRI SQUARE

Welcome to Tapestri Square, a community of brownstone homes
that emulate a distinctive architectural style including detailed
facades. This former model home features two bedrooms and
two baths, central H&A, dual paned windows, tankless hot water
heater, surround sound and more. Two car tandem garage with
storage and outside patio area for summer grilling. Enjoy the
views from this end unit overlooking the trees. This home offers
a great combination of contemporary comfort and access to the
great Midtown vibe. 2004 20th Street $649,000

teresa.olson@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE# 00784986

landparkhomes.com

<§€> Dignity Health.

A member of CommonSpirit

Same-day care
for same-day
heeds.

When life moves fast, your health care should keep up. Dignity Health offers convenient same-day care
throughout Greater Sacramento—including Express Primary Care in Elk Grove and Roseville, and Urgent
Care in Midtown Sacramento and Woodland. Whether you need relief from minor illness, a routine
checkup, symptom management, or a flu shot, our providers are here to help you feel better, faster.

Visit Express Primary Care Go to Urgent Care

Get in, get seen, and get on with your busy day.
Visit dignityhealth.org/get-care-today to schedule an appointment. Same-day care facilities are a service
of Dignity Health Medical Foundation.
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Corner Duplex

2835-2847 Santa Cruz Way
3 bd 2 ba, 1,098 sq. ft.
$499,900
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SACRAMENTO ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS"

OUTSTANDING

K E A L 1T Y
LIFE MEMBER A SACRAMENTO TRADITION FORGVER 40 YEARS LIFE MEMBER

2018 Realtor
of the Year

(916) 202-7294
LIC# 01058309

St. Francis Alumni

Alhambra Apfts.

" |
ROSANNA GARCIA 2100 28" Street, Sacramento 95818 FRANCO GARCIA

www.GarciaRealEstate.com

3021 0 St.
10 bd 4 ba, 7,478 sq. ft.
$2,400,000
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Serving TK-8th Grade Students Since 1957

Before & After School Care
Summer Programs and Tuition Assistance

2024 Realtor
of the Year

2521 Irvin Way

To Schedule a Tour, Call (916) 452-2111 Sacramento 95822
StRobertSchool.org

(916) 206-3802
LIC# 00925201

Jesuit Alumni

EASTERLING
CalDRE# 01343891

916-849-9431

easterlingandassociates@gmail.com

Exquisite Spamsh Style Residence in Beautiful Land Park

2774 13thSt Sacramento, CA 95818
| : R\ ﬂ

This custom-built contractor’s home is nestled on one of Land Park’s most beautiful and sought-after streets. The main level features a luxurious master
suite for ultimate convenience and privacy. The gourmet kitchen is a chefs dream, showcasing a generous island, custom cabinetry and seamless flow into
the formal dining area that overlooks a serene private patio and sparkling saltwater pool—perfect for entertaining or quiet relaxation. Enjoy elegant
gatherings in the formal living room or unwind in the expansive family room, complete with a cozy fireplace. Additional highlights include a private
gated driveway, a two-car garage, and charming architectural details throughout. This exceptional property blends timeless character with modern
comforts in one of Sacramento’s most cherished neighborhoods.
4Beds | 2.5Baths | $1,550,000 | 2,602 Sq Ft.
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Serving Sacramento & Land Park
for over 100 years
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CHAPEL OF FLOWERS
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Enhanced Cremation Plan

Payments Range from 12 months thru 48 months
@ Saturday & Sunday Appointments upon request

Call Us TODAY! 916 443-7917

s Traditional, Green or Natural, and Cremation Plans ' Jessycah Shoemaker

JShoemaker@scfssacramento.org

@ All plans are INTEREST FREE 916 840-2147

" Manager of Funeral Services
| Funeral Director FDR3709
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- Gabby, 9, Kansas
Dear Gabbhy,

| asked my friend Rae
Olsson why bees make
that sticky stuff in the
first place. Olsson is an
insect scientist.

It turns out honey
is the way honey bees
store food for the winter.

“Just like we store
food in our refrigerators
and pantries, bees turn
nectar from flowers
into honey, so it doesn't
spoil,” Olsson said.

Worker bees collect all

make seeds.

honey stomach.

As a science cat, | don't stir honey into my tea or
drizzle it on my biscuits. | don't have taste receptors
for sweet things. Honey doesn't have a taste to me.

But my human friends gobble up the honey
made by the Washington State University bees.

that nectar from flowers in the spring and summer.
It's a sugary liquid flowers make to entice bees and
other pollinators to visit the flowers. While they
slurp up the nectar from different flowers, they
also pick up some of the flower pollen and spread
it to other flowers. That's how flowering plants

Bees take some of the pollen home to make
a protein-rich food called bee bread. But it's the
nectar that's super important for grown up bees.

“It's the main source of food for adult bees,”
Olsson said. “However, nectar can spoil if it isn't
preserved correctly. It's sort of like how fruit juice
might get moldy if you leave it out too long.”

So, honey bees use a tongue-like organ called
a proboscis to suck up nectar like a straw. They
swallow it, but only a little bit goes to their actual
stomach. Most of it goes to a special pouch called a

You can see this bee’s proboscis. It's actually covered in
tiny hairs. The hairs help trap the nectar while the bee
sucks it out of the flower. Courtesy photo

Sincerely,

Dr. Universe

NIVERSE

Why Do Bees Make Honey?

Inside the honey stomach, the nectar mixes with
bee saliva. Proteins in the saliva start changing the
nectar into honey.

While that's happening, the bee flies back to the
colony. Then it barfs the partially-processed nectar

bees turn around and flap their wings super-fast.
That evaporates all the extra water from the honey.

Once it's perfect, the bees seal the cell with a
little cap of wax. When it gets cold, and there aren't
flowers around to make nectar, bees can pop open a
beeswax cell and slurp up the honey.

Bees make way more honey than they need.
That's why people can keep bees and harvest their
extra honey. Because of how it's made, honey is
one of the only foods that pretty much never spoils.
Scientists have even found honey that’s thousands
of years old and still yummy.

Even | can tell that's a sweet find.

from its honey stomach
into  another  bee’s
mouth. Moving nectar
or other food from one
bee’s mouth to another
bee's mouth is called
trophallaxis.

The nectar passes
from bee to bee in the
colony, mixing  with
more and more bee
saliva. Eventually, when
it's almost honey, a bee
spits the thick liquid into
a beeswax cell. Then the
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Trump ShiftsHisOwn Vibe

The vibe around Presi-
dent Trump’s second term
has shifted, and it’s all
his doing.

The president entered
office with a bit of a wind
at his back. His polling was
better than the first time
around, protestors weren’t
in the streets, and federal
investigators weren’t after
him. The GOP was more
united than in 2016, and
business leaders wanted
to work with him, while
the culture was generally
heading in an anti-woke
direction.

Now, though, his polling
is in a marked decline. His
job approval rating is slid-
ing. Depending on what
poll you believe, it’s down
to 44% (Fox News), 40%
(Pew Research) or 42%
(Reuters). According to Re-
alClearPolitics, his average
approval rating was about
50% when he took office
and is 46% now.

It’s not hard to discern
the root of the discontent.
In the Fox News poll, just
38% approve of Trump on
the economy. On tariffs and
inflation, the numbers are
almost 2-1 against him; 33
approve and 59% disap-
prove on inflation, while
it’s 33-58 on tariffs.

Pew Research found
that 45% were confident
in his ability to handle the
economy, down from 59%
after his election, and low-
er than in his first term in

2019 and 2020.

Via his snap imposition
of sweeping tariffs, Trump
in short order took a tradi-
tional strength that could
see him through any con-
troversy, or counterbalance
any vulnerability, and at
least vitiated it and perhaps
made it a weakness.

It’s hard to think of an-
other example of a presi-
dent changing the momen-
tum of his administration
from positive to negative
so quickly and decisively.
Trump did it literally in a
matter of days.

Usually, presidencies
are rocked by events -- a
hostage crisis, a war gone
wrong, uncontrolled in-
flation. Here, nothing was
done to Trump; he did it to
himself. He was the event.

This wasn’t him getting
denied, either by more
cautious advisers or a re-
calcitrant Congress. He
hasn’t been sabotaged by
the Deep State. No, he got
exactly what he wanted,
with a couple of strokes of
his pen.

The problem is that
Trump didn’t run in 2024
on economic dislocation,
business uncertainty, high-
er prices or pain for man-
ufacturers. People didn’t
want any of these things
and, understandably, don’t
like them.

It’s true that he promised
tariffs, although all the po-
tential downsides were ig-
nored or minimized. No one
could be certain whether he
was truly talking of tariffs
on the scale of those he im-
posed on Liberation Day --
shocking and unsustainable
-- or those of his first term,
which were much smaller
and less disruptive.

Listening to him during

the campaign and his In-
augural Address, you’d
have thought he prom-
ised a Golden Age starting
on Day One. Instead, his
message has shifted to the
notion that the sunny up-
lands are off somewhere in
the future, after we work
through all the gut-wrench-
ing turmoil. In other words,
the Golden Age is coming,
but, in the meantime, stock
up on toilet paper.

Trump’s other numbers
aren’t looking so great, ei-
ther. The Fox News poll
has him at 40% approve
and 54% disapprove on for-
eign policy. Here, too, he’s
been the master of his own
fate. Canada, Mexico and
Denmark didn’t pick fights
with him; he created them
out of nothing. The over-
promising on a Ukraine
peace deal -- and retaking
the Panama Canal -- can’t
be helping, either.

Defenders of Trump’s
unorthodox way of doing
business will often say that
he’s a “disrupter,” mean-
ing it as a compliment. But
what he’s been disrupting
lately is his own presidency.
His splashy tariff announce-
ments, rapid reversals and
sense of mystery where
he’s headed next all have
real-world consequences on
businesses, consumers and
allied nations, and none of
it is redounding to his polit-
ical benefit.

The good news is that
having created this situa-
tion of his own volition, he
can undo most of it if he re-
verses field on the tariffs. In
the meantime, the vibe has
definitely changed.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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Social Security Matters

Applying for Social Security at 62;
When should I enroll in Medicare?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: | am writing
to ask for your advice on
when | should sign up or
enroll in a Medicare Plan.
I have submitted an early
retirement application to
request benefits to begin 30
days after my 62nd birth-
day, in April 2025. I am a
single lady with no depen-
dents and currently rent my
residence. Please advise.
Signed: Approaching
Senior Citizenship

Dear Approaching: |
assume that when you say
you have submitted “an
early retirement applica-
tion to request benefits
to begin 30 days after my
62nd birthday” you mean
you have applied for your
Social Security retirement
benefits to start in April
2025, and that you will be
62 in March. To be sure
you are clear, you must be
62 for an entire month to
start your Social Security
retirement benefits.

Even though you are
starting your Social

Security retirement benefits

at age 62, you will not
be eligible to enroll in
Medicare until you are 65
years old. Since you will
be already receiving Social
Security when you turn 65,
you will be automatically
enrolled in Medicare Part
A (inpatient hospitalization
coverage) and Medicare
Part B (coverage for out-
patient services), effective
with the month you turn
65, and you will get a
“Welcome to Medicare”
packet about 3 months
before your 65th birth-
day. Your Medicare Part
A (inpatient hospitaliza-
tion coverage) will be free,
but there will be a monthly
premium ($185 for 2025)
associated with your
Medicare Part B (coverage
for outpatient services),
which will be deducted
from your Social Security
payment.

Note that Medicare
does not cover all health-
care expenses so, when
the time comes, you may
wish to explore other
private healthcare cov-
erage (either a Medicare
Supplement plan, or a
Medicare Advantage
plan). Also, Medicare Part
A or Part B do not include
coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs, so you may
wish to obtain such cov-
erage separately. One way
to explore all of this is
by, shortly before you are
65, contacting AMAC’s
Medicare department at

1.800.334.9330 or www
amac.us/medicare. Anc
until you are eligible tc
enroll in Medicare at 65
you may wish to seek reg:
ular healthcare insurance
for those under 65 year:
of age.

Please understand tha
we are here to answel
all your questions abou
Social Security anc
Medicare enrollment
However, at the AMAC
Foundation, we are no
insurance specialists
which is why | sugges
contacting an insurance
specialist as describec
above.

I hope this is help:
ful, but please don™
hesitate to contact us again a
any time.

This article is intendec
for information purpose
only and does not represen
legal or financial guidance
It presents the opinion:
and interpretations o
the AMAC Foundation’
staff, trained and accred
ited by the National Socia
Security Associatior
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and it
staff are not affiliated wit}
or endorsed by the Socia
Security Administratior
or any other gov
ernmental entity. Tc
submit a question, visit ou
website (amacfoundation
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda:
tion.org. *
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Lawmakers Might Undermine California’s

Ladmar

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Thirteen years ago, a minor
political miracle occurred in
California’s Capitol.

A Democrat-dominated
Legislature passed and a
Democratic governor, Jerry
Brown, signed a significant
overhaul of state and local
public employee pension
systems.

It was a miracle because
the reform was universally
opposed by public employee
unions, which were and
still are the Capitol’s most
potent political interests
with long-standing ties to
Democrats.

The overhaul, champi-
oned by Brown, made it into
law because the state was
then recovering from a very
severe recession that had dev-
astated government finances,
and pension obligations,
which had expanded sharply
during the prior Gray Davis
governorship, had become
unsustainable burdens.

Mandatory pension pay-
ments into the California
Public Employee Retirement
System had been factors in
the bankruptcies of two cities,
and unfunded obligations for
future benefits totaled many
tens of billions of dollars.

The legislation capped
benefits, increased retirement
ages, blocked maneuvers that
artificially increased some
pensions, created a two-tier
system that maintained ben-
efits for current workers

but limited them for future
hires, and required work-
ers to pay for at least half of
pension costs.

“This is the biggest roll-
back to public pension
benefits in the history of
California pensions,” Brown
said as he signed the bill.
“We’re lowering benefits to
what they were before | was
governor the first time and
reducing costs by up to $55
billion in Public Employees’
Retirement System (PERS)
and billions more in other
local pension systems. Under
the new rules, employers and
employees alike are going to
contribute their fair share of
the costs, resulting in a more
sustainable system.”

Not surprisingly, some
unions challenged aspects of
the reform, particularly those
outlawing pension-spiking
maneuvers, but Brown fought
back and won in the state
Supreme Court. However the
court refused to take a further
step Brown sought, elimi-
nating the “California rule”
that prohibits reducing bene-
fits for workers once they are
enrolled in the system.

This bit of political his-
tory forms the background of
new legislation that would, if
passed by the Legislature and
signed by Governor Gavin
Newsom, begin to undo what
the 2012 reform wrought.

Assemblymember
Catherine Stefani, a San
Francisco Democrat, is carry-
ing the legislation, Assembly
Bill 569 (AB 569), which
would repeal one of the major
provisions of the reform
banning local governments
from enacting “supplemen-
tal retirement benefits” for
their workers.

Stefani and the Teamsters
Union, the measure’s spon-
sor, contend that Brown’s
reform leaves workers

k Public Pension Reform

without sufficient pensior
benefits to offset California’s
notoriously high costs of liv-
ing and makes it difficull
for local governments tc
fill vacancies.

“It simply gives loca
governments and theil
employees another option a
the bargaining table, one tha
might make the difference
between losing or keeping
a talented worker,” Stefan
told the Assembly Public
Employment and Retiremen
Committee last week.

The bill whipped througt
the committee on a seven tc
zero vote, including the com-
mittee’s two Republicans
Tom Lackey and Juar
Alanis, both of whom are
former police officers.

While the bill’s advocates
say that it would merely
be permissive, giving loca
governments the option tc
increase benefits, its practica
effect would be to gut one ot
the reform’s most importan
safeguards. It would restore
the ability of local govern:
ment unions to put politica
pressure on city councils
county boards of supervi-
sors and other local officials
to expand benefits for the
workers who have beer
hired since the reform wa:s
enacted, long a sore poin
for unions.

It’s amazing that such ¢
major change in pension lan
would begin moving througt
the process without, sc
far, any opposition or ever
comment from the local gov-
ernments that it would affect

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists ir
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political
economic, social and demo:
graphic trends. *



6 * LAND PARK NEWS

MAY 9, 2025

utstanding Citizen Awards Ceremony Honors 13 Citizens

Sacramento County District
Attorney’s Office Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Sacramento County District
Attorney Thien Ho presented the
Outstanding Citizen Award to 13
victims and witnesses who have
shown uncommon courage by
participating in the criminal jus-
tice process under extraordinarily
challenging circumstances.

The awards were given
out April 25 at the Board of
Supervisors’ Chambers on H
Street in Sacramento.

A Beacon of Hope Award was
also presented to an individual
or organization showing com-
passion and dedication, thus
enhancing victim advocacy and
public safety.

Citizens Harrell Fischer,
John Stubbe and Damaria were
recognized and awarded for their
assistance in the People ver-
sus Mandiko Kwadzo case (case
number 20FE011791).

On July 27, 2020, West
Sacramento Police officers
responded to a report of shots
fired inside a residence. Moments
later, a witness reported seeing
the victim, Carliena Clayton,
and the defendant having an
argument on the driveway of
that residence. The victim was
then seen getting into a car with
her four small children and the
defendant getting into the passen-
ger seat as she pulled out of the
driveway. When officers arrived
on scene, they found evidence of
a shooting inside the residence.

That night, Harrell Fischer was
at Cliff’s Marina in Sacramento
County when he heard a gun-
shot followed by a car crashing
into the Sacramento River. He
called a friend, John Stubbe, and
the two went to the crash scene
to help. They found the victim’s
car partially submerged in the
river, with the defendant stand-
ing nearby, not doing anything to
help. When they looked into the
car, they found the victim unre-
sponsive in the driver’s seat and
her four children in the backseat.
The oldest child, Damaria, 6, had
already unbuckled all their seat-
belts but the youngest child, 2,
was still in her car seat. Fischer
and Stubbe got the children out
of the car to safety. Responding
California Highway Patrol offi-
cers found the victim did not
have a pulse, with severe bleed-
ing from her head. At that time,
officers believed it was a car
accident until Damaria told offi-
cers that the defendant shot
his mother. It was later deter-
mined that the victim suffered
two gunshot wounds to her head.
Damaria, Harrell Fischer and
John Stubbe all testified at trial
and were instrumental in obtain-
ing guilty verdicts in this case.

The defendant was convicted
of first-degree murder with a
firearm allegation and felon in
possession of a fircarm. He was
sentenced to 53 years to life
in prison.

Citizen Gigi Barrios was rec-
ognized for her help in the People
versus Dominick Roberson case
(case number 22FE019182).
On Nov. 18, 2022, Gigi Barrios
was working at the Medical
Safe Haven. A pregnant patient
named Precious came into the
clinic for an appointment. Gigi
knew Precious well and imme-
diately recognized something
was wrong.

Precious avoided eye con-
tact; she was vague and hesitant
when Barrios asked her questions
and seemed distressed when she
received text messages. Precious
said that her baby’s father was
the cause for her agitation.
Barrios finally got Precious to
reveal that her unborn child’s
father was in the clinic parking
lot and was threatening to Kill
her. He had a gun and he had
been trafficking Precious since
she met him months earlier.

Barrios jumped into action,
making sure that clinic staff
called 911 and personally
reached out to Sacramento
Police Department human traf-
ficking detectives that Barrios
knew from her collaborative
work throughout the county.
Sacramento officers and detec-
tives quickly arrived to the clinic,
detained the defendant and found
a gun in his car. Precious was ter-
rified of her trafficker, but with

||

From left, Harrell Fischer, Damaria (middle) and John Stubbe received Outstandin

g Citizen Awards by Sacramento

County District Attorney Thien Ho for their courage demonstrated in the People versus Mandiko Kwadzo case from
2020. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County District Attorney's Office

Joseph Bayless, Brandon Gross, Devonte Rainey, Michael Arendariz, Brian Saldivar and Jose Garcia all received

County District Attorney Thien H

o presented to the River City Waterway Alliance a Beacon of Hope
Award for their continuous efforts keeping the river waterways clean. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office

-

Outstanding Citizen Awards for their help in the People versus Kryn Spear case from 2022. Photo courtesy of Sacramento

County District Attorney’s Office

Barrios by her side, was able
to explain that the defendant
groomed her, portraying himself
as a boyfriend before taking her
to the “blade” to engage in pros-
titution. He made Precious give
him all the money she made.

He regularly beat and threat-
ened Precious, he threatened her
family and controlled her life.
Precious gave detectives access
to her phone, where they found
messages that corroborated what
Precious told them. The defen-
dant was arrested that day and
Sacramento police detectives
ensured that Precious got to a
safe house, where she stayed
through the birth of her child and
through the trial.

The defendant was convicted
of a variety of human traffick-
ing charges and sentenced to 71
years to life in prison.

Residents North Peredina
and Scott Kingston were rec-
ognized for their support in the
People versus Tycho Roney case
(case number 24FE003928).
North Peredina is the general
manager of Paco’s Bike Shop
in Midtown Sacramento. The
bike shop was burglarized with
a loss of more than $28,000 in
high-end bikes and $13,000
in property damage. Peredina
reviewed their interior sur-
veillance cameras and saw the
defendant drop into the business
from a breached roof skylight.
The profile of the defendant’s
face was momentarily caught on
the surveillance video.

After reporting the crime,
Peredina set out to find the sto-
len bikes. When he saw a man
with one of the bikes, Peredina
immediately reported it to the
Sacramento Police Department.
Detectives responded to the
area and spotted a similar-look-
ing bike outside a tent. After
confirming it was one of the
stolen bikes, they found the
defendant inside the tent along
with the clothes from the bur-
glary, a loaded.9-millimeter
semi-automatic handgun and
methamphetamine. Peredina
positively identified the defen-
dant as the person in the
surveillance video and with the
stolen bike.

Scott Kingston is in commer-
cial real estate. Kingston rallied
attention to this case, includ-
ing writing passionate pleas to
city leadership for the need to

Sacramento County District AttoreyThien Ho presented Gigi Barrios with

4 B

an Outstanding Citizen Award on April 15 for her assistance in the People
versus Dominick Roberson case from 2022. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

District Attorney's Office

North Peredina and Scott Kingston were bot

h recognized with an

Outstanding Citizen Award for their help in the People versus Tycho Roney
case. Phato courtesy of Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office

From left, victim advocates Lisa Corral and Colette Brown
Sacramento County District Attorney Thien Ho who recognized them
both with a Beacon of Hope Award for their contributions in the Domestic
Violence Unit. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office

address retail crime and public
safety in the city. As a business
leader, Kingston encouraged
city leaders to address these
issues or businesses would
leave. Peredina’s proactive
response to the burglary and
Kingston’s challenging of the
conditions that were leading to

rampant crime helped lead to
the arrest and conviction of the
defendant. In a broader sense,
their actions helped restore faith
in public safety and the crimi-
nal justice system for a business
community plagued with repeat
thefts.

The defendant was convicted

and sentenced to six years
in prison.

Citizens Joseph Bayless,
Brandon Gross, Devonte
Rainey, Michael Armendariz,
Brian Saldivar and Jose Garcia
were awarded for their help in the
People versus Kryn Spear case
(case number 22FE008691).

On May 26, 2022, Veronica
Vargas was driving through the
intersection of Power Inn Road
and Elsie Avenue with her 4-year-
old daughter, Samantha, in the
back seat. At that same time and
intersection, the defendant ran a
red light at 89 miles per hour and
broadsided them with his dually
truck. The collision’s force flipped
the victim’s car onto its roof.

Brian Casado was the first per-
son who stopped at the scene
after the crash occurred. He
rushed over to the victim’s vehi-
cle and saw and heard the little
girl in the back seat. He tried to
help other bystanders get the
victims out of their car. Joseph
Bayless and Brandon Gross also
stopped at the scene and tried to
help Veronica and Samantha. The
three men stayed with Samantha,
reassuring her she would be OK
until the first responders arrived.

After the crash, the defendant
got out of his truck and began
walking away from the crash
scene. Devonte Rainey stopped
at the scene to help the victims
and followed the defendant as
he recorded and took pictures
of him. Michael Armendariz
saw the crash scene and came
across Rainey, who told him
that the driver who caused the
crash was trying to get away.
Armendariz stopped his car and
went hands-on with the defendant
to detain him.

Brian Saldivar and Jose
Garcia also saw the crash scene
and helped Armendariz detain
the defendant until California
Highway Patrol arrived. The
defendant had a blood alco-
hol content of 0.251% and was
on probation for a prior Driving
Under the Influence conviction at
the time of this crash.

The defendant was convicted
of gross vehicular manslaughter
while intoxicated and a number of
additional felonies driving under
the influence-related charges,
hit-and-run causing death and
or permanent injury and a great
bodily injury allegation. He was
sentenced to 13 years and eight
months in prison.

Beacon of Hope Award
Recipients

Victim advocate Lisa Corral
works tirelessly in the Domestic
Violence Unit, where she has
helped thousands of domestic
violence victims and supports
the unit attorneys. The Domestic
Violence Unit is unlike any other
unit in that the victim advocate
is involved immediately at the
beginning of the case, at filing
and sometimes when a case is
not filed. The Domestic Violence
Unit is also a unique assignment
because not all victims want
our help and can be resistant to
us. Corral is patient and works
through these challenges, with
the mission to keep the victims
of domestic violence safe.

The River City Waterway
Alliance is made up of a
volunteer team of 30 to 40 expe-
rienced waterway stewards who
work tirelessly to keep the river
waterways clean and safe for
people and endangered salmon
species. The alliance reported
volunteers pulled 2.8 million
pounds of trash or 1,400 tons of
trash, to date.

It’s not just litter and trash.
They recover large hazard-
ous waste items, including
propane tanks, household appli-
ances, electronics, clothes and
other personal items. Unhoused
encampments all along the river
levees are the primary source
of the items found in the water-
ways. The amount and type
of waste being tossed into our
waters are a significant envi-
ronmental and wildlife hazard.
Alliance volunteers are continu-
ally cleaning these waters even
as more garbage, junk and haz-
ardous items are thrown right
back into those same waters. It
is a never-ending struggle for
them; however, they remain
devoted to keeping the waters
and the environment clean and
safe for people and wildlife. *
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Plant More Trees, Cut Energy Costs, U.S. Bill Says

Continued from Page 1

Cleaver. “By providing
states and municipalities
the resources necessary to
expand tree canopy in cit-
ies, we can not only boost
the beautification and res-
toration of places like
Kansas City, but we can
also lower energy costs and
temperatures to the bene-
fit of local residents. That’s
precisely what the TREES
Act will do, and why I’m
proud to introduce this

bipartisan legislation with
Congresswoman Matsui.”
“The TREES Act
brings together environ-
mental stewardship and
economic relief, lower-
ing energy costs while
making our communi-
ties cleaner, healthier, and
more vibrant,” said Rep.
Brian Fitzpatrick. “This is
about investing in where
we live, expanding green
spaces, improving air qual-
ity, and creating lasting
value for families in Bucks

County, Montgomery
County, and beyond. It’s a
smart, bipartisan solution
that delivers where it mat-
ters most: at the roots of
our neighborhoods.”

“We support the TREES
Act and all it does to ben-
efit communities across
the country,” said SMUD
Chief Executive Officer
and General Manager Paul
Lau.

“Today we celebrate
our trees and our con-
tinued partnership with

the Sacramento Tree
Foundation which has
planted more than 630,000
trees in our local neighbor-
hoods. This urban canopy
helps to cool our cities and
homes and clean our air
through carbon sequestra-
tion. The value they add is
immeasurable. The TREES
Act will continue to fos-
ter our ability to create
cleaner, healthier and more
sustainable communities
for everyone. Thank you
for this continued effort,”

said Lau.

“Trees help to create
livable and loveable com-
munities,” said executive
director of the Sacramento
Tree Foundation Jessica
Sanders. “We applaud the
TREES Act for recognizing
that we need action now to
create a collaborative com-
munity focused on making
our communities health-
ier and more resilient. The
TREES Act will allow our
children to grow up in tree
lined communities with

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

healthy air and healthy
neighborhoods.”

“This bill isn’t just about
planting trees, it’s about
improving lives,” said Joel
Pannell, American Forests
vice president of Urban
Forests Policy. “The bipar-
tisan TREES Act delivers
local benefits that com-
munities will feel for
generations, from cleaner
air to lower utility bills,
proving that smart, shared
solutions can still bring
people together.” *
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Z.00 Relocation Canceled Due to Financial Concerns

Continued from Page 1

purchased specifically for the project on
Kammerer Road.

Phase one alone would have spanned
28 acres, about twice the size of the exist-
ing zoo, and featured large, open habitats
including a savannah exhibit with multiple
species such as giraffes, ostriches, ante-
lopes and a full pride of lions.

“The current zoo only has one rhinoc-
eros. The new zoo would have had as
many as six, all in a shared environment,”
Brewer said. “This was going to be an
entirely different level of experience.”

The new facility also would have
expanded conservation efforts and cre-
ated more immersive visitor experiences.
It was expected to draw as many as 1 mil-
lion in annual visitors and $249 million
in economic impact in its first five years
of operation, according to Elk Grove
officials.

In a news release, Mayor Bobbie Singh-
Allen called the decision to shutter the zoo
move “disappointing.”

“This is a deeply disappointing outcome
for all of us who believed in the vision for
the zoo and what it could have meant for
our community and the region,” Singh-
Allen said.

Despite Elk Grove fulfilling its obliga-
tions under the cost-sharing agreement
and drawing up preliminary designs, the
zoo ultimately chose to recommit to its

- o
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An illustration of what the proposed Elk
Grove zoo could have been. Photo courtesy of
City of Elk Grove

Sacramento location.

Officials from the Sacramento
Zoological Society cited slow fundraising
progress and financial instability as pri-
mary factors in pulling out of the deal.

The Zoological Society had raised
$17.5 million in pledges, only $1.9 mil-
lion of which was actual cash on hand.
The Zoological Society was supposed to
raise $50 million in actual cash donations
before the shovels went into the ground in
2027.

The $1.9 million in cash that had been
received by the city will be returned to the
Zoological Society, which will return it to
the donors.

“When both of those things didn’t mesh,
I definitely understand why they walked
away,” Brewer said.

City leaders made clear that the deci-
sion was not theirs and emphasized their
readiness to continue the partnership if the
situation changed.

“They decided to pull back. We
didn’t say, ‘Don’t ever come back,””
Councilmember Darren Suen said. “If
they wanted to talk about it again, or if
someone else wanted to re-engage, we
wouldn’t turn them away.”

Though disappointed, both Brewer
and Suen remained optimistic. The land
acquired for the project remains untouched
and its value has increased, Brewer said,
and it could yield returns if the land is sold
or repurposed.

Both viewed the zoo’s departure as
a potential opportunity to pursue other
developments or revisit the zoo project
in the future if leadership changes. Zoo
Director Jason Jacobs, a key figure in
the partnership, left the post in October.
Interim CEO Robert Churchill has been in
the seat since.

“We weren’t just taking a calculated
risk on a civic amenity. We were trying to
sustain something iconic for the region,”
Suen said. “Sometimes things don’t work
out, but the plans are still there. If the cli-
mate changes, we can dust them off.”

Many Elk Grove residents had looked
forward to the zoo as a positive addition to
the community. The city’s desire for more
regional attractions made the zoo plan par-
ticularly appealing.

Outside of Safeway at the corner of
Laguna and Franklin Boulevard, several
residents voiced disappointment with the
project’s demise.

“It’s disappointing; | would have liked
it to move here,” said Elk Grove resident
Aaron Wells.

Bruce Wallace, another resident, echoed
the sentiment: “It would have been a lot
of jobs for Elk Grove; it’s a shame it fell
apart.”

Others were more measured in their
reaction.

“lI know a lot of people were looking
forward to it moving here, but yeah, it’s
not the worst thing that it’s not,” said Mark
Cramer, also of EIk Grove. “The cost was
always a problem for me, and I’ve talked
to a few people that were unsure of the
traffic it might add.”

Still, city officials stressed that they’ve
learned from the experience and will
remain focused on bringing a similar proj-
ect to Elk Grove.

“We weren’t trying to swing for the
fences or grab the spotlight,” Suen said.
“We analyzed the zoo opportunity like we
do every other project, with our residents
in mind. That will always be our focus.”

While the zoo won’t be coming to Elk
Grove, councilmembers highlighted ongo-
ing efforts to develop other projects and
amenities in the city.

“The desire to bring attractions and
amenities that families and individuals
can enjoy hasn’t changed,” Brewer said.
“We’re going to keep our options open.
We’re not in a hurry, and we’re certainly
not desperate.” *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Announcements Concrete Home Improvement Automotive Real Estate

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY
and suffered an infection due
to use of a Bair Hugger (Blue
Blanket), between 2020 and
the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call
attorney Charles H. Johnson
(800) 535-5727 (ca-scan)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida réapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605.  (cak-scan)

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
«Irrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

emailElverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

EG Rentals

1Bd 1 Baall Util. $1950
2 Bd 1 Ba WGS $2100
Town Estate, Appliances
No Smoking, No Pets
1st, Sec. 916-718-0007

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale

Kings tickets

Best Seats in G1 forthe $

Section 218 Row B 7 & 8

Private box area 1st row
balcony halfcourt; 16 folding
chairs in one row. No one in

front or behind. Buy direct

save $ 916-595-5379

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
*Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
sLighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
<Framing and more!

All phases of home.
repair & any construction

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured

(916)287-6164

Help Wanted

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Project Engineer - Per-
form engineering duties in
planning, designing, and
overseeing construction
and maintenance of building
structures and facilities.
Assist in preparing cost pro-
posals, work plans, closure
reports, design modification
of heavy civil engineering
work, reports and RFIs. Pre-
pare technical proposals,
construction submittals, field
work, client communication
and project management.
Offered wage: $84,947/yr.
Work site: North Highlands,
CA. Send resume using
reference code 4436 to:
TSI Engineering, Inc., 4600
Roseville Road, Suite 140,
North Highlands, CA 95660.

Advertise in your local
community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-248-
0815. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply) Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) Call
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (ca-scan)

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

CANCER INSURANCE. Lump
Sum Benefit of up to $50K. Af-
fordable Coverage. Don't wait
for the unexpected. Call us
Today 805-683-3636. CA Lic#
0773817 (cai-scan)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In:

e QOil Changes

* Smog Repair

* Smog Inspection

o Safety Inspection

e Transmission Service
* Brakes

* Wheel Alignment

Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796
N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

*

[ ETk Grove Bivd |

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

e Check Engine
Light Diagnosis
e Tires
e Tune-Up
e Batteries
* 30, 60, 90K Service
* Brake &
Lamp Station

ADJUSTING
STATION

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Junk Removal

MS Hauling
+Junk Removal
«Garage Cleanouts
+Yard Debris
+E-Waste
Mention this ad and
receive 15% offl

Call (916)207-5702
License # 778034

Landscaping

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,
Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,
Residential/ commercial
American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987

American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Artificial Turf | Fencing
Retaining Wall | Concrete
Drainage | Irrigation
Planting | Tree Trimming

209-251-9387

LIC# 1108441

YARD CLEAN UP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair

Call for free estimate

916-271-7265

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.LP. TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

principal (818) 248-0000 sroker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

gher interest rates, p

noints & faes

e ROOF REPAIR

e COMPLETE RE-ROOF

REMIER™
PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e NEW ROOFS
e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

Se Habla
Espanol

CELL 209.810.6233

s L]

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
* TEAR OFF &
REROOF
« ROOF REPAIR
* OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
*DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

RAMON M.,

%“. SACRAMENTO VALLEY
' ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

« GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
*GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

Tractor Work

2\

Michael- 916-747-9667

«Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail +Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching elIrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

Bill- 916-869-1019

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
hauling, etc. Mobile
homes, commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.

916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Miscellaneous

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
ed, condensed, broadcast,
tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

* Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

* Dry Wall Repair
Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
H#UOE0TY

s We accepl Visa & g |

VIS4 Mastercard [N |

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com Call
1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Small  Christian  church
seeks similar group/nonprofit
to use facility and help with
monthly rent. ADA-compliant,
modern bldg. nr. Sr. Ctr. Ap-
prox. 2400 sq ft wiwelcoming
sanctuary, kitchen, 2 offices,
restrooms. Contact Rev. Dex-
ter McNamara: (916) 683-1435
or dexmena@yahoo.com.

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588
(&)
BBB
J

Since 1975
Lic.#302302
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California Leaders Introduce ‘Safe Homes
Act’ for Wildfire, Insurance Solutions

Office of
Assemblymember
Lisa Calderon
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- On April 30, state and
community leaders sup-
ported a bold new initiative
to confront California’s
worsening wildfire and
insurance crises: the
California Safe Homes
Act (Assembly Bill 888).
Driven by years of exten-
sive community outreach
and unprecedented stake-
holder engagement, the
act represents a trans-
formative step toward
wildfire resilience and
insurance affordability.
The California Safe Homes
Act passed the Assembly
Insurance Committee on a
16 to O vote.

“Investing in mitigation
is crucial to overcom-
ing this insurance crisis.
We are not powerless in
this fight. We need to
equip consumers with the
resources to undertake
necessary work,” stated

Insurance Commissioner
Ricardo Lara, the spon-
sor of the California Safe
Homes Act. “We have trav-
eled across every region of
the state, listened to thou-
sands of Californians,
collaborated with local
communities and firefight-
ers, and consulted with
insurance leaders from
other states and countries.
One thing is clear: wildfire
safety works, and we must
scale it like never before.”

“Investing in proven
safety measures to make
California safer from
wildfires is essential to
protecting lives, homes,
and access to insurance,”
said Assemblymember
Lisa Calderon, author of
the California Safe Homes
Act. “Assembly Bill 888
is a step in the right direc-
tion to assist California
residents and create more
resilient communities
throughout our state.”

The California Safe
Homes Act is designed to
make homes safer from
wildfires while increasing

access to insurance. The
act will fund critical mit-
igation efforts, including
fire-safe roofing, defensi-
ble space within the first
five feet of a home, also
known as “zone zero,” and
community-level wildfire
protection strategies.

These are some of the
most impactful and costly
measures, and homeowners
have consistently told the
Department of Insurance
they want to do this work
but simply cannot afford
it. California Safe Homes
puts money back in peo-
ple’s hands to pay for these
essential projects.

The initiative builds
on Safer from Wildfires,
developed by the
Department of Insurance,
which lays out ten proven,
achievable wildfire safety
actions. It is the first plan
of its kind in the nation,
created proactively to
reduce wildfire risk before
disaster strikes.

“Protecting homes
before a hurricane ever
happens has helped bring

affordable insurance back
to Alabama. Natural disas-
ters like windstorms,
earthquakes, or wild-
fires will come no matter
what we do. That means
you must find ways to
build stronger before the
event so you will have less
damage after the event,”
said Alabama Insurance
Commissioner Mark
Fowler, who told about the
success of the Strengthen
Alabama Homes grant pro-
gram. “It’s actually a pretty
simple concept. Assembly
Bill 888 will help you pave
that way.”

“l have sought clear,
workable examples from
beyond our borders,”
said Commissioner Lara.
“Through my leadership in
the National Association of
Insurance Commissioners
and visits to other states,
| have observed success-
ful strategies in action.
Disaster mitigation pro-
grams are the cornerstone
of our National Climate
Resilience Strategy, effec-
tively protecting homes

against perils, stabi-
lizing markets, and
providing consumers with
more options. I’m honored
to welcome Commissioner
Mark Fowler, a leader and
visionary in this field.”

Leaders from across sec-
tors are supporting the bill,
including nonprofits like
United Policyholders and
community officials.

“Creating defensible
space and hardening our
homes against wildfire is
a shared responsibility,
but for many homeown-
ers, the cost is simply too
high,” said Tanya Harlow,
fire safe coordinator, El
Dorado County Office of
Wildfire Preparedness and
Resilience. “California
Safe Homes will provide
much-needed support to
help make our commu-
nities more resilient to
wildfire.”

“We have worked with
thousands of people in
California and across the
country to be prepared
before a disaster ever
happens. Home harden-
ing and defensible space
are proven ways to reduce
wildfire risk and keep
homes insured, and home-
owners need help making
these improvements,” said

Amy Bach, Executive
Director of United
Policyholders, whose
Wildfire Risk Reduction
and Asset Protection pro-
gram (WRAP) is a national
model for community edu-
cation. “The California
Safe Homes Act puts
money in people’s hands to
do to their part and rewards
those taking action to pro-
tect themselves and their
neighbors.”

“As we speak, the City
of Berkeley is in the pro-
cess of adopting new Zone
Zero requirements for
more than 1,800 residents
who live in the Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zone.
We don’t want cost to be a
barrier that prevents home-
owners from making these
critical improvements,”
said Berkeley City
Councilmember Brent
Blackaby. “The Calfornia
Safe Homes Act will help
finance this defensible
space and home-harden-
ing work at scale, which
will make each homeowner
safer, make their neighbor-
hood safer, and make all of
Berkeley safer.”

The Act will be heard
next in the Assembly
Appropriations Committee.

*

ABOUT TOWN

Concerts in the Park

Concerts In The Park will feature over
35 local and national bands at Cesar
Chavez Plaza. The free shows start at 6
p.m. Upcoming headliners are:

May 9 — Discrete

May 16 — Khloe Rose

May 23 — XZIBIT

May 30 — Phantogram

June 6 — Dexter and the Moonrocks

June 13 — The Expendables

June 20 — Winona Fighter

June 27 — Jackie Greene

Area Museum Experiences
A sampling of must-see and must-do
experiences and special activations
offered by local museums include the
following:

California Museum - Honor,
Recognition & Respect: 48-Star Flag
Gifting Ceremony, 11 a.m.-Noon,
Saturday, May 17. The event will com-
memorate the donation of a 48-star flag
and pay tribute to the resilience, strug-
gle, hardships, and heartache suffered
by survivors of the Japanese American
incarceration camps.

This historic flag, signed by survivors
of the incarceration camps and Nisei vet-
erans, has traveled across the country as
part of an effort to preserve and share
their stories.

The ceremony will celebrate the dona-
tion of this meaningful artifact to the
California Museum’s Uprooted: An
American Story exhibit and pay trib-
ute to those who endured injustice yet

TARGETED,

Kdnin

PRICING VARIES
DEPENDING ON
THE NUMBER OF
WEBSITES WHERE
YOUR EVENT
APPEARS, LENGTH
OF TIME YOUR EVENT
IS FEATURED.

PUBLISHER@MPG8.COM
FOR A QUICK QUOTE.
EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FEATURE YOUR EVENT!

STAND OUT AND SELL MORE TICKETS!

QUICK, EASY,

WWW.LANDPARKSACNEWS.COM

CALL (916) 773-1111 OR EMAIL

EFFECTIVE!

1. GO TO ‘EVENTS’
IN MAIN MENU

2. GET “FEATURED”
FOR ONLY $25/WEEK!

3. LANDING PAGE

FULL LANDING PAGE
WITH ALL YOUR EVENT

INFORMATION!

e 3 )
MPG

Messenger Publishing Group

persevered in shaping American history.

Details at californiamuseum.org.

California Automobile Museum
— Sixty Years of Mustang. A comprehen-
sive history of the Mustang, from when
it first hit the roads in 1965 to the current
era of Mustangs.

Highlighting stories from prolific
names in Mustang history like Saleen,
Shelby and lacocca. Interactive experi-
ences and digital displays showcase the
iconic Mustang image over the decades.

Details atcalautomuseum.org.

California State Railroad Museum-—
The Chinese Railroad Workers’
Experience offers visitors a view of
the Chinese workers who built the
western portion of the nation’s first
Transcontinental Railroad. Marginalized

by history, the Chinese workers were more
than a nameless group of laborers.
Details at californiarailroad.museum.
For more on Sacramento area museum
offerings, visit sacmuseums.org.

Elks Lodge 6 Calendar of Events

Elks Lodge 6 Sunday Breakfast, 8:30
am-11 am; $15 tax included.

Yoga, Monday 12 p.m., Wednesday
3:30 p.m. Lodge members free.

Martial Arts, Monday 5 p.m.

Pickleball, Monday, Wednesday, 9
a.m.-12 p.m.; Thursday, 4:30-7:30 p.m.;
Sunday, 4-7 p.m.

Karaoke Nights, Thursdays and
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:30 to 7
p.m. See elks6.net for weekly menu. *

Flying on a Wing and a Prayer

&
-

BY

Amidst the Cinco de Mayo celebrations last
Monday, | couldn’t avoid thinking of May 6,
2009, the day | returned from deployment in
Iraq on a chartered World Airways DC-10.

After spending four months serving the
wounded at the Air Force Field Hospital in
Balad Irag, my only thoughts on final approach
into Baltimore/Washington International
Airport, were of home.

Our landing attempt was anything but
welcoming as our plane bounced like a
porpoise on the waves. Security cameras
recorded a large puff of smoke from our
wheels. Eyewitnesses would later tell FAA
investigators that they thought the plane was
going to flip.

A second bounce delivered at an estimated
3.2 Gs and plastic ceiling molding fell on
us as oxygen generators swung like pifiatas.
Several seat backs snapped backward while
passengers along the left windows watched
the yellow centerline, and | watched our
wing drift over the grass.

We sailed back into the air as the cockpit
voice recorder captured pilot Craig Gatch
asserting: “8535 heavy declaring an emer-
gency go-around.”

When we regained some altitude, my fel-
low passengers spoke in muffled voices. No
one wanted to be the first to cry, but clearly
no one wanted to die without protest. Some
were praying or holding hands or just star-
ing at their feet.

| rested my forehead on my seatback to
pray, even as | wondered if | heard a judg-
mental voice in it all. My shortcomings felt
as though they were being weighed on the
scale of a spiritual assayer. Was there a deity
somewhere with a one-piece eyeglass assess-
ing my life with a doubtful squint?

Had | been a good husbhand and dad? Or
had I been too absent, physically and spiritu-
ally? Was it OK to feel scared? Or should |
gather my wits and start a rousing chorus of

“Amazing Grace?”

| kept praying, spending the next few
minutes asking God, “What about all these
passengers?” A soldier was about to meet his
new son for the first time. An airman was
trying to make a marriage work again. They
all wanted another chance. Would they get
that chance?

In a center aisle seat, catty-corner from
me, a young officer was wiping her tears. |
stretched across the aisle to offer my hand
as a reminder she wasn’t alone. | wanted to
hold it until we landed, but the awkwardly
angled reach caused me to break loose and
rejoin her hand with the chaplain assistant
sitting beside her.

As we reapproached the airport, the flight
attendants told us to grab our ankles and lower
our heads. Then the pilot added his instruction
to “brace for impact!” But instead of impact,
we landed as calmly as if we were sailing
across a mountain lake.

Slowly we looked up from our crash/prayer
position and started clapping like we had never
expected another tomorrow.

Before we deplaned down portable
stairways, five people were removed for
medical care, including the first officer with
a broken back. Behind us, debris littered an
unusable runway.

Few of us could make much sense of the
incident. Many would say to me things like,
“Chaplain, we expected to die in lIrag, but
never in Baltimore.”

FAA investigators declared the plane a total
loss because the main spar was broken, (the
structural member that supports the wings.)

This meant our pilot literally risked losing
our wings during his 10-minute go-around.
But | suppose that’s what airmen mean when
they describe a harrowing flight as “flying on a
wing and a prayer.”

Even today, my airplane remains at the air-
port where its continentally stippled for parts.
For those curious, | posted links to the security
footage and the accident report on my website

This column is excerpted from my book
“Hero’s Highway.”

Sign up to receive this weekly column in
your email box at https://thechaplain.net/
newsletter/ or send me your email address
to comment@thechaplain.net.

All of Norris’s books can be ordered
on Amazon. Autographed copies can be
obtained on his website www.thechap-
lain.net or by sending a check for $20 for
each book to 10566 Combie Rd. Suite 6643
Auburn, CA 95602. *
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Odyssey of the Mind Celebrates Neurodivergence

Continued from page 1

a fantasy kitchen called
“Holy Gobstoppers,” a
machine turning healthy
food into “fun food.”
What kid doesn’t dream of
that? Although entertain-
ing, it took much work.
The team had to develop
a story, write the script,
and build the sets and cos-
tumes, much like a theater
production.

The team’s coach,
Odyssey of the Mind
alumna Monica Robinson,
helped bring the program
to Holy Spirit.

“There’s nothing else
like this,” Robinson
said. “You need different
brains to make this work.
Everything is run by the
kids. I can help coach and
guide them but can’t lead
them in a particular direc-
tion. They own it.”

Parent Diedre Seefeldt
had her concerns in the
beginning: “I’ll be honest.
I thought it was going to
be a mess, but in the end,
it turned out great. They
did everything. It’s weird
when you back away and
find the kids can handle
the problem-solving all by

Natalie Altare plays her part with the Leonardo Da Vinci team.

themselves.”

And that’s the point.
Helicopter parents should
not apply. Kids are
expected to be resourceful
and learn from their own
mistakes. They are encour-
aged to push boundaries
and face uncomfortable
moments, too. In these
efforts, they build confi-
dence in their individual

talents. Since 1978, when
Odyssey of the Mind
was founded by Dr. Sam
Micklus, generations of
students have experienced
the program.

Leonardo Da Vinci
School parent Julia Willsie,
also an Odyssey of the
Mind alumna, said, “I was
into sports as a kid but OM
gave me the confidence to

believe that my mind is
a powerful tool and I can
succeed using my brain,
not just sports.”

Willsie attended the
world competition in fifth
grade and now her son,
Jacob, is following in her
footsteps.

“It’s nice to have the
freedom to make my own
decisions,” Jacob said.
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projects.

“But it’s not just me; it’s
my team making decisions.
We take our ideas, squish
them together and move
them around.”

And that’s the beauty of
their work. The youth col-
laborate with teammates
they might not hang out
with on a regular school
day. They find strength in
their differences and learn
to create something as a
group.

Jacob is interested in
aeronautical engineering.

“This has helped me
learn more about the engi-
neering part and how to use
tools like soldering metal,”
Jacob said.

His passion for the field
has only grown. Many suc-
cessful adults have gone
through the Odyssey of
the Mind program, includ-
ing world-class surgeons,
professors, successful
entrepreneurs and NASA
scientists. Today’s Odyssey
of the Mind participants
can use the program as a
resume-builder for college
admissions.

The youth also bene-
fit by learning to speak up
and advocate for them-
selves. During a recent
state tournament, the Holy
Spirit team initially lost.
The judges explained that
the team didn’t follow the
project rules. Team mem-
bers Kennedy and Sally
disagreed, saying that they
were wrongly eliminated.
They chose to plead to a
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The Leonardo Da VinciTeam works on its Odyssey of the Mind

tribunal of three adults
with parents out of the
room. Ultimately, they won
and are moving forward to
the world competition.

“l felt pressure and was
a bit nervous. If we didn’t
get those points, 1’d be
sad,” Kennedy said. “Then
we ended up winning and
we are really happy.”

Sally added, “I’m glad
I stood up to the adults. |
like debating and it turned
out well.”

Both girls walked in to
reasonably discuss the sit-
uation and were ready to
accept the final decision,
exhibiting a level of matu-
rity that will help them
advocate for themselves as
adults.

“We were so proud of
them for making the case.
We weren’t expecting to
move forward but now
we are attending Worlds,”
Seefeldt said. “This expe-
rience will live with them
the rest of their lives.”

Leonardo Da Vinci and
the Holy Spirit team will
attend the Odyssey of the
Mind finals in Michigan
from May 21 to May 24.
Hundreds of teams from
across the globe will join
them. It’s the first time in
10 years that a Sacramento
team will be represented in
Odessey of the Mind World
Finals.

To learn more about
the OM program and get
involved, go online to nor-
calodyssey.org. *

Visit our website:

(916) 736-2801

EXAM, & X-RAYS

ORTHO
CONSULTATION

Land Park dentist now accepting new patients!

www.drdogradds.com
Call NOW for an appointment!

2631 Riverside Bivd.,
Sacramento, CA 95818

@ corfident Smiles

We accept most of dental insurances - No insurance No problem
Ask about our in office Membership Plan!

Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry
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Mon - Fri: 11am - 10pm
Sat & Sun: 9am - 10pm
Breakfast

Happy Hour Spm

Sat & Sun: 9am - 3pm

6pm * Mon
916.665.1169
8259 Freeport Blvd.

BAR & GRILL
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Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

Food served all day long. Indoor and

covered/heated outdoor seating available

freeportbarandgrill.com

Srjoy Life

Pioneer Tower
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~ We pay utilities, offer free transportation to
~ shopping, medical appointments, and fun
excursions to local area points of interest

We Pay Utilities!

Active Senior Living Retirement Community
515 P St., Sacramento
(916) 442-2907

www.rhf.org
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downtown facility featuring:

% Spacious 1-bedroom apartments with com-
¥ plete kitchens, new appliances, walk-in
showers, large closets, balconies, lovely views

o Active residents association with a
~ variety of social activities

¢ On-site Service Coordinator

*  24-hour maintenance, compassionate,
caring staff

v Small pets welcome

§ + Rental Assistance Programs for
income-qualified applicants
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