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Meet Auburn’s New Library
Director, Michael Zeller

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

kay, so Mr. Zeller officially
Obegan his library position in

January but that doesn’t mean
he’s not still acclimating himself
to all that your Auburn Library
has to offer! He and the wonder-
ful staff are available to all Auburn
residents whether you’re looking
for new books, advice on research-
ing topics, or maybe some help
accessing your email account. By
the way, your library is currently
offering a Patron Satisfaction
Survey so it’s an even better time
to visit and give some feedback on
their services and potential op-
portunities. A visit to the library’s
website will provide a calendar of
daily and weekly events from chil-
dren reading times to yoga classes
to teen crafting, and authors and
their book talks.

Mr. Zeller grew up spending a
lot of time in his local library in
Bridgewater. “It was a warm and
welcoming place and a big part
of the community;” he said, “In
high school, I shelved many books
at that library” While attending
Holy Cross College, he began a
position as a copy cataloguer, a
very behind-the-scenes role. His
job was to take in all the materi-
als the library received, which is
now all digital, to keep the library
collections up-to-date. After
graduating from Holy Cross and
receiving his Bachelor of Arts
Degree in English, he pursued his
Master’s Degree in Library Science
at the University of Rhode Island.

Soon after, Zeller took a job as a
copy cataloguer at the Worcester
Public Library. His responsibilities
included accessing system services
as a facilitator in the acquisitions
area. Following his Worcester posi-
tion, he became the Shrewsbury
Library’s Electronic Resources
Librarian with responsibilities that
included digital and electronic
content, not just physical books,
but also lease database informa-
tion like e-books, print media, and
journalistic information so patrons
could access library subscrip-
tions. He also taught patrons how
to access and use computers and

software such as Microsoft Office
programs. Zeller was the Assis-
tant Director of the Shrewsbury
Library for four plus years.

Since his arrival in Auburn,
Michael Zeller has mentioned that
the Auburn Library’s plans will
always be based on what the com-
munity wants. He wants to fill the
library’s existing vacant positions
and looks forward to increasing
personnel as necessary. The library
is predominantly local funded

ZELLER
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Auburn resident
named among
Educators of the

Year at BU School
of Medicine

uburn resident Elizabeth Duffy, MA has been honored as a 2025
A Educator (MA/ MS Programs) by Boston University Chobanian

& Avedisian School of Medicine’s Awards Committee. Nominat-
ed by students and faculty, the annual awards recognize the school’s
educators
who provide
excellence
in teaching
and mentor-
ing. Duffy is
an assistant
professor of
pathology &
laboratory
medicine and
director of
the Master
of Science
in Pathology
Laboratory
Sciences pro-
gram. Duffy
also serves as
the direc-
tor of the
Laboratory
and Biore-
pository Research Services Core at Boston Medical Center. A col-
league who has worked closely with Duffy has witnessed her excellent
teaching style, professionalism and connection with the students, and
commented, “She is thoughtful, generous with her time, engaging
and stimulates discussion and welcomes the students to speak up and
participate. Professor Duffy always gives constructive feedback which
her students clearly enjoy”

Oxford Memorial Day Parade

Veterans of Oxford - your community wants you!

kick off at 10:45 a.m. from the

Oxford VEW), 20 Federal Hill
Road and end at the American Le-
gion, 227 Main Street.

All Oxford veterans are warmly
invited to participate in the parade.
Your presence is a powerful tribute to
the sacrifices made by so many, and
the community would be honored
to march alongside you—or to cheer
you on from the sidelines.

If you're a veteran who is unable
or prefers not to walk, accommoda-
tions are being arranged to ensure

The Memorial Day parade will

transportation is available so every-
one who wants to take part can do so
comfortably.

Let’s line the streets with pride
and gratitude to show our veterans
and fallen heroes the respect they
deserve.

For more information or to get
involved, please contact: Gold Star
Mother Stacey Hamel at 774-289-
6135.

Proudly shared by Project New
Hope Inc., supporting our veterans
and communities with honor and
heart.

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 5.31.2025

auTo saLes

SeRvice
WHITINSVILLE | WEBSTER

(508) 499-3510

harbroauto.com/service
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New Seed Library in Oxford

he Oxford Free Public Li-
Tbrary has announced that the

Oxford Native Seed Library
is now open. Brittany McDougal
Bialy, Library Director, invites
patrons to participate in this
exciting new resource by select-
ing seed packets for your garden
and also, to consider sharing any
extras from your own seed collec-
tions and packets.

Seeds from native plants in

our area are available at the seed
library, as well as seeds of herbs
flowers and vegetables. Educa-
tion and emphasis on native plant
seeding, in conjunction with the
Oxford Grow Native for Pollina-

tors Campaign, is to promote
the protection of pollinators and
the creation of healthy habitats
through the use of native plant-
ings. Learn about native plants
and pollinators from books
available in the Oxford Library,
handouts next to the seed library
and starting your own pollinator
garden!

General guidelines about seed
starting and sharing are provided
in a leaflet by the seed library.
Please consider joining the seed
library team as a volunteer - sign
up sheets are available at the li-
brary front desk. Happy Planting!
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with some state funding. Currently,
there is no federal funding.

The first library project that the
Auburn Library is involved in is

S
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Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

that being fine free for overdue
items, that is, no overdue fines with
a few specialized cases. This pro-
cedure now brings Auburn in line
with the Central and Western Mas-
sachusetts Library Consortium’s
Best Practices. They have also
hired a Youth Services Librarian
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Souvenirs

Postcards

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
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who has been focusing on children
and teens’ services. The library

has already budgeted for a Refer-
ence Librarian who will deal with
day-to-day technology requests.
“We do get a lot of people ask-

ing for help with emails, printing,
formatting resumes, downloading
files, and accessing databases,” said
Director Zeller, “there are a lot of
day-to-day technology requests
and although the staff can’t solve
every tech request, we'll assist as
best we can”

Future plans will also focus on
re-doing their Five-Year Strategic
Plan and they are soliciting com-
munity, trustees, and Friends of the
Library comments. “We’ve received
town and community funds for
library expansion,” said Zeller, “and
we'll review what our community

Affordable Housing Opportunity

1 Ridge Rd., Auburn, MA 01501

Brand New Construction of one-, two-,
and three-bedroom apartments featuring
modern appliances, washer and dryer in

unit, and walk-in closets.

Program description: 324 Apartments
w/82 Affordable Units

Resident income for affordable units are
restricted to 80% of the area median income.
Non-Smoking community

1EBR 1602 $48.000
2BR $1728 $21.600
3BR $1851 $55.400

Eligibility Requirements:

*Minimum 1 person per BR

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving
housing assistance such as Section 8 or MRVP.

*Must meet all income and background eligibility requirements
under the Tenant Selection Plan approved by EOHLC.

wants for expansion. Our patrons
have already told us that we should
modernize the building to meet
their needs and wants. We cur-
rently have about 10 staffers with
three part-timers. About 10-15
years ago there were 15-16 staffers
and the staff should be back to that
level to accommodate our patrons.
If you look at any adequately
funded library, the usage always
shows where the services are most
needed: usage of books, meetings,
and tech support. So much more
resources are available at a library
vs. being blocked by paywalls and
libraries are one of the few public
accesses left where services are no
charge”

Director Zeller related an an-
ecdote about a previous job's visit
from Laurie Halse Anderson, a

novelist for young adults. After her
library presentation, Ms. Anderson
also spoke with the staff about get-
ting their own writing published.
“I'm an amateur author myself;”
said Zeller, “and she was very inspi-
rational”

It’s your library, Auburn resi-
dents. Isn't it about time you paid
it a visit to see what’s new and
interesting? Auburn Public Li-
brary, 369 Southbridge Street (near
the Auburn Mall), Auburn Phone:
508- 832-7790.auburnlibrary.org
Hours: Monday 9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
Tuesday/Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-7
p.m.; Thursday 9:30 a.m.- 8 p.m.;
Friday 9:30 a.m.- 6 p.m.; Saturday
10 a.m.- 1p.m. Closed Sundays and
state holidays.
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Auburn News Round-up

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

CAMP GLEASON

According to interim Auburn
town manager Dori Vecchio’s latest
report, the town, with the help
of the DPW Facilities Division,

recreational enjoyment. Activi-
ties included swimming lessons,
picnicking, and general outdoor
enjoyment. USSC eventually do-
nated the land to Auburn in 1967.
A town meeting vote accepted the
deed from USSC conveying land
and water rights and all buildings

Camp Gleason Time Line

Camp Gleason
becomes Town
property

Camp Gleason is
opened

1987

1942 ]
i f-h.

continues to rehabilitate the former
Camp Gleason Building once
owned by United States Steel as a
satellite recreational and meeting
site. The rehabilitation will provide
the Town with more public meet-
ing space. The building will be
equipped with ACTV and broad-
cast capabilities allowing for live
streamed and televised coverage
for any scheduled public meeting.
Camp Gleason was created in
1942 by United States Steel Corpo-
ration (USSC) for their employees’

The DPW got
funds from the
Cl:unn'\'lunlt:.-l
Access Enterprise
Retained Earnings

Camp Gleason's
swimming lessons
are canceled
permanently

2000

and structures located in the vicin-
ity of Eddy Pond and Moss Reser-
voir. In 2000 Camp Gleason shut
down their swimming program
due to water pollution. Combined
with ADA accessibility issues, the
camp grew out of use. The DPW
has been working to remove a
portion of the building hanging
over Eddy Pond (determined to be
structurally deficient) and added

a frost wall and knee wall to seal

it off. The roof was re-aligned and
re-shingled, and the entire building

Dean’s Lists

The following local students
have made the dean’s list at Wen-
tworth Institute of Technology in
Boston for the Fall 2024 semester.

Morelia Estefania Mercadante of
Auburn

Caner Derenas of Auburn

Jason Mahlert of Oxford
* Logan Vieira of Oxford
Zackary Valentine of Oxford

The following local resident has
been named to the 2024 fall semes-
ter dean’s list at Simmons Univer-
sity in Boston.

GET NOTICED!

Contact Christine at
chrishodecker
@theyankeexpress.com to
advertise today!

* Ella Staltare of Oxford

To qualify for dean’s list status,
undergraduate students must ob-
tain a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher, based on 12 or more credit
hours of work in classes using the
letter grade system.

was re-sided. To make up for the
deconstructed overhang there was
a balcony added that overlooks
Eddy Pond.

TOWN MANAGER SEARCH
The new town manager search
includes three final candidates:

gency operations center would
move to the new headquarters on
Prospect Street. The current station
on West Street will be returned to
the School Department for their
use. The goal of the committee is to
present a project to the voters that
is responsible. A large part of that
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responsibility is cost and another
large part is ensuring the station is
constructed with durable materials
that require as little maintenance as
possible to reduce future costs and
to provide the town and depart-
ment with a building that will last
another 60 plus years.

Angeline Lopes Ellison, Marc

Stranger, and Dori Vecchio.

NEW FIRE STATION FUNDING

At the May 6 annual town
meeting, voters overwhelmingly
approved the funding plan for the
new fire station. On May 20, full
project approval was to be voted on
via a debt exclusion vote to design,
construct, equip, and furnish a new
fire headquarters. The town has
proposed replacing Station 2 with
a modern, 30,400 square foot fire
headquarters located at 10 Pros-
pect Street. The current headquar-
ters on Auburn Street will remain
operational as the new Station 2.
All administrative functions, fleet
maintenance, and the town’s emer-

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Serving the Community since 1980

Full Service
Tree Removal Company

FAST FREE ESTIMATES
Expert Hand Climbing Crews
Removals - Pruning
Stump Grinding - Cabling
Fully Insured - Workman’s Comp

CONTACIRUSRTIODAY!
508-366-7693 o sales@templemantree.com

templemantree.com

A
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ADULT DAY CENTI
508-949-3598

www.accorddaycenter.com
jrizzo@accordadh.com

<R
10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA

Family Owned and Operated

* Nursing & Personal Care
¢ Medication Administration
* Nutritional Meals

Peace of Mind

An Adult Day Health Program offers those responsible for the care of a
frail family member or friend with peace of mind. It assures that loved ones
are safe, comfortable, socializing and well taken care of, while allowing
caregivers time to work, shop, or just enjoy a few hours of rest.

Recreation: Social Groups, Music, Exercise, Current Events, Bowling, Billiards,
e Outdoor space, Gross motor/Cognitive Programing

*Transportation Services (Door to door)
* Secure, Safe, Clean and Homey Environment
¢ Air Purification System: Covid-19 Mitigation

Assisting Families for 39 years
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BVCC’s Beloved “Ladies On The Lake” Event Returns June 12

ber of Commerce’s (BVCC)
Women’s Success Network

(WSN) is thrilled to announce
the return of its signature Summer
event—Ladies On The Lake—on
the serene evening of Thursday,
June 12 aboard the spectacular In-
dian Princess, docked at Indian
Ranch, 200 Gore Road, Webster.
Boarding begins at 5:15 p.m., with
the cruise running from 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. A rain date is scheduled
for June 26.

This highly anticipated event
offers an evening of network-
ing, scenic views, and relaxation.
Guests will enjoy delicious hors
doeuvres, refreshing cocktails,
and the unique charm of cruising
Webster Lake aboard the Indian
Princess—a modern-day replica

POLAR (i

HOME AND BUSINESS WATER DELIVERY
NO CONTRACTS - NO DELIVERY CHARGES < NO FUEL CHARGES

COLD COOLER RENTAL $5 PER MONTH

The Blackstone Valley Cham-

of the classic riverboats that once

NEW CUSTOMERS
FIRST 3 BOTTLES

JOE MOYNAGH: (508)-963-7595 + JMOYNAGH@POLARBEV.COM

remains one of the few authentic
stern-wheel riverboats operating
in the United States today.

“Ladies On The Lake has
become a standout favorite in our
Women’s Success Network series,”
said BVCC President & CEO Jean-
nie Hebert. “It’s a beautiful setting
to build meaningful connections,
strengthen relationships, and enjoy
the peaceful beauty of the lake
with friends and colleagues. Don’t
wait to register—this event sells
out fast!”

If your plans happen to include
a post-cruise dinner at Samuel
Slaters Restaurant (many have in
the past), reservations are strongly
recommended (use Resy for online
or call (508) 943-1639). Mention
that you are with the Blackstone
Valley Chamber of Commerce

cruise group, and they will do
their best to sit the parties close to-
gether. If it’s nice weather, we hope
for deck seating!

We are proud to thank our
generous sponsors: Presenting
Sponsor: UniBank, Partner Spon-
sors: COREXP Business Solutions
&amp; ConvenientMD Urgent
Care, and Major Sponsors: Fidelity
Bank and Package Steel Systems.
If you are interested in sponsor-
ing this event, please contact Liz
O’Neil.

Register online at www.black-
stonevalley.org/events . Members
$55, Future Members $70. Please
RSVP by June 5, 2025. For more
information, please contact Liz
O’Neil at 508.234.9090 ext. 102 or
email Liz at loneil@blackstoneval-
ley.org.

Auburn Police Officers Brandyn Geldart, Randy Mc-
Carthy, Dominic Walker and Jason Brooks took a few
minutes off from patrol work to stop into the Life Care
Center of Auburn to share a sweet treat in honor of
both National Police week and National Skilled Nursing
Home Week. The celebration happened to coincide with
National Apple Pie Day, so all enjoyed apple pie on a
stick and apple pie with ice cream.

Better Way Home Improvement is a locally owned
and operated business dedicated to providing
top-quality home improvement services.

Unlike other companies,
we never subcontract our
projects. This ensures that

our customers always
receive the highest

Y standard of service,
resulting in lasting quality
and peace of mind.

including:
Vinyl Siding Installation
Fiber Cement Siding

Doors * Gutters * Windows

thls ad 5 u/ n
Receive

Any Prolect

5@&@3%@@@@
www.bettervinylsiding.com
betterwayhomeimprovement@gmail.com

Browse through before & after photos in our
gallery or Facebook page

Oxford Community Center
receives Janet Malser Humanities
Trust grant award

is delighted to announce it

was recently awarded a grant
of $10,000 from the Janet Malser
Humanities Trust to help support
free Community Events on the
Oxford Town Common, the Sum-
mer Bandstand Concert Series,
creative arts classes for youth and
adults, and our community theater
program.

The Oxford Community Center

Community Center staff, volun-
teers and participants are grateful
for this generous funding from
the Janet Malser Humanities Trust
which will allow us to continue
to provide community-building
activities for local families to enjoy.
In addition to the Bandstand
Concert Series, this grant award
will aid in continuing Movies on
Main each Wednesday evening

ulu's

GEMS<JEWELRY*CRYSTALS-GIFTS

1223 PROVIDEMCE ROAD - WHITINSVILLE, MA 01588
LULUSGEMSGIFTS.COM

from July 9 to Aug. 20, Scarecrows
on the Common in October, the
annual Holiday Lights Parade and
Tree Lighting in December, and
the Fun, Frost & Family Winter
Festival in January.

In addition to free community
events, the Oxford Community
Center offers year-round activity
programming for all ages includ-
ing a membership-based fitness
program with 21 group fitness
classes per week; recreational
youth athletic programs including
Winter and Summer Basketball,
Start Smart Basketball, Soccer
and Football; softball and baseball
clinics; craft and educational pro-
grams for pre-school age children;
Babysitting and CPR certification
courses; and a summer activities
program at Carbuncle Park. For
information on all programs and
activities please visit oxfordma.
us/234/ Community-Center.



Just Waitin’ on Summer

BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@ TheYankeeXpress.com

es, I know it’s only May, but I
Ythink as one grows into their

wiser persona, they begin to
realize how much easier any other
season is than oI’ man winter. No
shoveling, no salting, no slipping
and falling, you get the idea. This
is the entire reason so many over
the age of 55 hit the warmth and
cheerfulness of the Sunshine State.
What are those seasonal tourists
called? Snowbirds? They should
really be called traitors! LOL!
Such babies, such weaklings, such
carpetbaggers! Actually, they are
smarties who can afford to jump
ship here in the northern climes
and temporarily relocate to a nice
pleasant environment. Hey, your
arthritis isn’t too bothersome now
in that 75 degree tropical zone is it?
Although with the southern states’
hurricane season appearing to set-

tle in sooner and longer maybe that
arthritis isn’'t being shaken off so
easily. The “Urban Dictionary” de-
fines snowbirds as any northerner
who migrates to a southern state,
namely Florida, during the winter
months. They are recognizable by
their poor driving habits, pale skin,
and funny accents. I guess I could
easily fit those descriptions.

I have a few friends who take
the fast track to Florida for the
winter. There is one in particular
who is fortunate enough to stay in
a relative’s condo paying a monthly
rate that I consider to be a most
wonderful bargain. That three-
month hiatus would be a welcome
respite for me but I think I would
be very lonely the first couple of
seasons until I was able to befriend
the local snowbirds. This friend
does have several other acquain-
tances in the area so is not at a loss
for socializing. I am jealous of the
situation but have family obliga-

tions here in New England so the
Florida option is not in the cards
for me currently. I have been hap-
pily invited to visit but have not
taken advantage of such a wonder-
ful opportunity as of yet but I do
have a very strong feeling that my
opportunity will be happening in
the next year.

A three-month vacation seems
too long but at least a 7-10 day
adventure. Having relatives in two
other Florida locations, Cape Coral
and Tampa, who would enjoy my
visit as well, would be a fun treat.
Now, would I sit poolside for a few
days? Of course I would! That’s the
whole point, right? Get some vita-
min D which I know I am sorely
lacking.

When I was in my 20’, 30’s, and
40’s, I was most certainly a beach
devotee here in New England. I
knew the best beaches to enjoy
in Rhode Island and also at Cape
Cod. I would rent large summer

It's the 15th Anniversary of
our Memorial Day Duck Race!

Aubun eoril D

Parade May 26

uburn will hold its Memorial
A Day Parade open to anyone’s

participation. Hosted by Mc-
Coy’s Action Karate, it is suggested
that athletes who take part wear
their full uniforms and sneakers.
Family members are also invited
to walk with the M.A K. squad.
The parade will stage at Rockland
Road, Auburn, setting out at 10
a.m. Marchers can be picked up at
St. Edmund’s Center,Auburn.
Auburn Junior Woman’s Club Duck
Race will follow the Memorial Day
Parade.

The GFWC Auburn Junior
Womans Club is holding their 22nd
Annual Duck Race on Memorial
Day this year! After the Memorial
Day Parade is finished, our duck
race will commence at Mirror Pond
behind the Auburn Public Library
on Southbridge Street. Buy a chance
on a duck and if it crosses the finish
line first, you win $500 first prize!
Hang out and enjoy children’s
games. The duck race is our largest
fundraising event. Proceeds from
the event go towards scholarships
for Auburn seniors.

* FREE ESTIMATES

* GENERAL CARPENTRY
* DRY WALL REPAIR

* RENOVATIONS

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS -« IN & OUT )
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL \

MA# 155844 INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728 DUDLEY, MA

* ITEMS ASSEMBLE
* INTERIOR PAINTING
* ETCETERA....
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homes for a two-week period and
invite my entire extended family
for the vacation. It was great fun,
fond memories, and the absolute
best of times. These vacations
were like no other enjoyment one
could partake of. My family was
great fun. Wed enjoy the beach

on sunny days, visit attractions on
days when the beach had tired us
out, and indulge in barbecues and
cocktails that brought us all into a
tighter bond. These days, however,
the Long Island Sound beaches are
a rare visit and the ride to them

seems longer than I remember. I've
not been a frequent visitor for the
past several years. Actually, that
snowbird escapade is sounding
sweeter and sweeter!

Worcester Area’s Largest and
Oldest Window & Siding Dealer

30/AuburniSt™
Auburn;MA{015041

508-832:5981!

Vinyl Siding * Seamless Gutters
Replacement Windows ¢ Rooﬁng-:l :

Capitol Siding Company has been in business for
over 70 years with over 23,000 satisfied customers. |,
Our customers can expect consistent product
quality and skillful performance from our sales
staff and trained professional installers.
We deliver service and value.

FREE ESTIMATES * FULLY INSURED

Celebrating
over 70 years
in Business

y EVERY
THURSDAY

5:30PM - 8:30PM

Phil Andrews (Steel Drums) - June 12

3 Can Jam - May 29

Feel Good Fiasco - June 19
Interstellar - June 26
Missy Maxfield - July 3
Cory McLane - July 10
Steve Walason - July 17
Steven George - August 7
Stefan Couture - August 14
Tyler Fauxbel - August 21
Missy Maxfield - August 28

Celebration

Veterans Luncheonand Cruise

HAPPY HO

. 1/2 PRICE APPS:
WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS (4PM-6PM)

ONE PER PERSON MAX. PORTIONS MAY VARY.
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR SPECIAL EVENTS.

THESE PRICES ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE. BAR OPTIONS ARE ROTATING.

FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 2025

12PM: WATERFRONT LUNCHEON
1:30PM - IPM: INDIAN PRINCESS CRUISE

120Z PLUS
TWO SIDES
FOR

STARTING AT 4PM « LIMITED TIME OFFER
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST * DINE-IN ONLY

**RESERVATIONS REQUIRED**
EMAIL SPECIALEVENTS IS AMUELSLATERS.COM
OR CALL JULIE AT 508-943-1639 X116

FOR MENUS, RESERVATIONS, TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE + 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

MASSACHUSETTS
visitma.com
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SPORTS

Hillis Anchoring the Auburn Defense on the Diamond

BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

rowing up James Hillis
G found himself playing t-ball

like so many kids in Auburn.
By the time that he was playing
for the Double Play Invaders, a
travel baseball team, he realized
that he had a special talent to
play the game and knew that the
eventually he wanted to play for
the high school team.

“Ilearned a lot from the
coaches at Double Play and how
to improve my skills on the field,”
Hillis said. “I was nine or 10 years
old playing against kids who were
12 and 13 years old and I was able
to keep up with them.”

While he was a solid defensive
shortstop, Hillis found that his
hitting was still not the greatest.
He believed that he was under-
sized at 5 foot-2 inches and about
130 pounds, but that wasn’t going
to stop him from achieving his
dream.

Entering Auburn High School
he decided to join the golf team
as well as being part of the uni-
fied basketball team but was
anxiously awaiting the spring so
he could try out for the baseball
team.

When the tryouts began Hillis
found that his confidence was not
at all soaring high and although
he was hoping to earn himself a
spot on the varsity team, he was
doubtful that he would. Hillis’
instincts were correct and he
landed himself on the junior var-
sity in his freshman campaign.

“I was disappointed that I was
playing JV, but it gave me the

opportunity to learn a lot that
year while building my game,” he
said. “I was able to get better and
gain confidence in myself playing
every game at shortstop. In the
off-season I worked out more and
gained some weight”

Hillis found that once he
stepped onto the baseball field all
he wanted to do was play short-
stop, a position that he really en-
joyed. He loved being the leader
of the infield. As a sophomore, he
would do so on the varsity team
along with a handful of other
second year players.

Originally, he found himself
sitting on the bench behind a
team’s starting shortstop, but
when that shortstop pitched
Hillis would take his place in
the center of the diamond. After
getting some reps playing the po-
sition his defensive ability started
to shine through and turn heads
on the coaching staff. Soon the
sophomore would take over the
position.

Although first year Auburn
coach Mike Brousseau wasn't on
the squad back then, he has been
impressed with the shortstop now
as a senior.

“This team has a lot of athletic
ability, but James is solid, one of
the best I've seen at this posi-
tion making play after play,”
Brousseau said. “He anchors our
defense and has a cannon for an
arm and has very good range
with a soft glove that never allows
anything to get by him.

In fact, the new Rockets coach
frequently uses the shortstop as a
teaching moment for the younger
players. Brousseau has the

We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and
Board Certified Hearing
Instruments Specialists
Cadll today to schedule
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Test Drive.
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800-835-2001 « PUTNAM, CT
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younger players watch as Hillis
takes ground ball after ground
ball and he never allows anything
to get under his glove.

The senior noted that he works
incredibly hard on his defense
and it is something he takes
pride in. While his defense is top
notch, he believes that his offense
needs work and wants to take his
hitting to the next level.

The Auburn coach would beg
to differ with his senior short-
stop.

“He hits in the five or six slot
and is part of a team that scores
runs. He is a solid line drive hit-
ter,” Brousseau said. “He is hitting
.318, has an on base percentage
of .483 with seven hits, five RBI’s
and nine runs scored through the
first nine games of the season.”

Last spring the Rockets earned
a Division 3 tournament berth

after going 10-10 on the season.
Auburn would defeat Worcester
Tech 13-0 in the preliminary
round but were sent packing in
the first round with a 5-3 loss

to Bishop Stang. This year Hillis
and his teammates are looking to
avenge that loss.

“Coming into the season our
goal was obvious - to win a state
championship,” Hillis said. “For
myself, it’s my senior year and
just want to go out and have fun
with the guys I grew up playing
baseball with.”

At the time of this writing,
the Rockets were 12-1 and their
goal still very much alive. As for
Hillis, he is enjoying his final
year with his friends and has
even hit his first homerun of his
high school career against North
Middlesex. According to Hillis,
he was just trying to get the run

home from third and didn’t think
anything of it when he first hit
the ball, until it kept sailing and
eventually went over the fence.

When the final out happens for
Auburn it will be time for Hillis
to move onto bigger things. The
senior will be attending Bryant
University in Rhode Island. Still
believing that he is small in size,
he doesn’t plan on playing base-
ball for the Bulldogs.

“I didn’t want to sacrifice my
academics (Hillis will be major-
ing in Finance with a minor in
Economics) just to play baseball,”
he said. “T haven’t thought about
walking onto the team and trying
to make the team. We'll have to
wait and see what happens, I still
have a high school season going
on. Once the season is over then
I'll take a look at things.”
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Free 2025 Vessel Safety Check

At Wallum Lake Boat Ramp, Saturday,June 14 at Douglas State Forest, Douglas or Memorial Beach Boat Ramp,
Saturday,June 21 at Nipmuc Cove, Webster Lake, MA

ring any type of watercraft
from kayaks, canoes, PWCs,

sailboats, cabin cruisers, to ski

& pontoon boats for
a stem to stern check
of equipment for
compliance to fed-
eral and state safety
regulations. Vessels
can be inspected on
a trailer as well as
afloat.

Trailered vessels,
not having Webster
access sticker and not launching,
can be examined at the entrance
gate to Memorial Ramp. Personal
watercraft, not allowed to launch

vﬁssa_ SAFETY cchK )

at the Wallum Lake Ramp on
weekends, can also be examined at
the gate. Both locations can accom-
modate boats arriving
by water. The stations
will be active from 9
am. - 4 p.m.

Weather- related
rescheduling will be the
following Sunday, same
time, and location.

Vessel Examin-
ers are qualified and
experienced to answer
any boating related questions or
concerns along with being trained
to spot any potential problems.
They will award your vessel with

a 2023 VSC decal if it meets Aux-
iliary standards on items such as:
registration & hull numbering, life
jackets, fire extinguishers, expira-
tion dates on flares (if required),
working navigation lights, overall
vessel condition, etc. A VSC is
conducted only with your consent;
no reports are filed with any law
enforcement agency. There are
no citations, legal obligations, or
penalties on violations or potential
problems found. A VSC decal may
result in a boat insurance discount
and will indicate to law enforce-
ment on the water that your vessel
complies with safety regulations.
The Examiner will give the ves-

Adaptive Water Ski Event for Veterans

tive is proud to announce the

return of its Veterans Adaptive
Ski Day, taking place on Wednes-
day, July 2 at the Donahue Rowing
Center on Lake Quinsigamond in
Shrewsbury.

This free event offers military
veterans with physical or cogni-
tive disabilities the opportunity
to experience the excitement and
freedom of water skiing in a safe,
supportive, and adaptive environ-
ment. Last year’s event was one of
the largest adaptive veterans water
ski events in the country, and the
Collective is thrilled to make it an
annual tradition.

The event is made possible
through generous sponsorships
and a grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Af-
fairs through USA Water Ski.

In addition, the Webster Water
Ski Collective was awarded
a MOOR Grant from the Mas-
sachusetts Office of Outdoor
Recreation (MOOR) to further its
mission of making water skiing
accessible to people of all abilities.
Events like this Veterans Adap-
tive Ski Day are a direct reflection
of that mission—breaking down
barriers and opening up outdoor
recreation to everyone, regardless
of physical or cognitive challenges.

“Our Adaptive Ski Program

The Webster Water Ski Collec-

continues to grow each year, and
were proud to provide opportuni-
ties for our veterans and com-
munity members to rediscover
joy, confidence, and community
through water sports,” said Ryan
DesRoches, Director of Adaptive
Skiing. “We're grateful to the VA
and the Massachusetts Office of
Outdoor Recreation for believing
in and supporting our mission.”
Participants will ski with the
help of trained volunteers, adaptive
equipment, and USA Water Ski-
certified instructors, all working
together to ensure a memorable
and empowering day on the water.
The Webster Water Ski Collec-
tive is a non-profit organization
dedicated to promoting the sport
of water skiing for individuals of

Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates

Tl ! T i

LYNCH FENCE

-Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -
401-572-8311 LYNCHFENCECO.COM

all abilities. Through community
programs, training sessions, and
adaptive events, WWSC strives to
make water skiing accessible to all,
fostering a love for the sport while
encouraging personal growth and
achievement.

For more information about the
event, registration details, or ways
to get involved as a volunteer or
sponsor, please visit websterwa-
terski.org or contact Adaptive@
WebsterWaterSki.org.

SIVIALL LOAD

sel owner options and information
on correcting any issues. Often a
quick trip to the nearest boating
supply vendor is all that is neces-
sary to obtain missing safety items
and easily pass a re-inspection,
sometimes on the same day. Coast
Guard Auxiliary Vessel Examin-
ers will be around the local lakes
at various, un-scheduled times
during the boating season; they
are few in number and not readily
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available inland.

If you cannot make it to the sta-
tion, schedule a VSC online at the
link: VesselSafetyCheck.org

It is best to take advantage of
this scheduled opportunity and
start your boating season with a
visit to our station, and a 2025 VSC
decal.

Staffed by Tri-State Flotilla 10-2
US Coast Guard Auxiliary VSC
Station personnel.

. EMILE
“401-692-0780

YL TRANER

401-692-0781
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503 Washington St.
Auburn, MA

508-832-4300

508-832-2990
Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

$19 QFF !

Salad

OPEN YEAR ROUND

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS

ONCRETE, LLC

Custom Concrete - Metered Pours

* Patios

*Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs, Etc.
*Footings

*Retaining Walls

'Walkwayslsmewalks Saturday
+Curbing pours
-Steps available

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?

* Buy ONLY what you need/metered pours
* Less Expensive than mixing it by hand

* Custom Mix / Pour on the job site

* Cost Effective » No Waste

*1 Yard Minimum

* Winter rates in effect

Call to schedule your pour today

908-770-1200

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA

f @smallloadconcrete.sutton

www.smallloadconcrete.com
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Oxford High School Third
Quarter Honor Roll

HIGH HONORS

Seniors: Nicole Brzozowska,
Kayla Dodge, Julia Esposito, Zoey
Gould, Nhu Huynh, Emma Martin,
Erin Mulcahy, Jason Nelson, Aidan
Vanarsdalen

Juniors: Justine Anderson,
Gianna Snow Boucher, Cassidy
Burke, Jaelynne Caracciolo, Con-
ner Dawe, Chloe Gabis, Veronica
Griffin, Gwen Gustafson, Matthew
Hilman, Abigail Kimball, Rosy
Krantz, Ava Liberis, Addisen Mon-
sen, Ava Vincent, Ethan White

Sophomores: Shayla Boliver,
Abigail Davis, Zaria Edison, Madi-
son Labay, Kate Mayo

Freshman: Khloe Anderson,
Andrew Collins, Tyler Fedorisky,
Laura Grenier, Olivia Hammond,
Noel Jandrow, Ella Kasprzycki,
Beatriz Luna, Brooke Nitti, Devyn
Quarshie, Torin Stone, Mia Urbaez,
Keagan Vanarsdalen

HONORS

Seniors: Alyssa-Rae Anderson,
Muniba Awais, Morgan Banfill,
Rebeca Brito-Correia, Isaiah
Capistran, Sophia Cornacchioli,
Maximus Costa, Nathan Davis,
Chloe Dumas, Edward Edison,
Hailey Filipkowski, Sneh Har-
ris, Marta Hellstrom, Rylie Keefe,
Ella Kirkpatrick, Jacob Lanciault,

Annie Maynard, Calvin Nfodjo,
Alexander Paradise, Sarah Parker,
Samantha Pretty, Maya Staltare

Juniors: Muhammad Anees,
Hailey Angell, Sarah Arndt, Tyler
Blomquist, Zack Bond, Delaney
Burke, Savannah Cioppa, Keegan
Comeau, Anna Costa Heroux,
Michaella Dwyer, Sarah Fonseca,
Alexander Hamilton, Samuel Para-
dise, Leonardo Peterson, Thalyta
Souza, Hannah Taranto, Vanessa
Walker

Sophomores: Ava Benway,
James Bond, Sofia Boucher, Maka-
liegh Boyle-Muniz, Marie Cosen-
tino, Cameron Davis, Angeliz Felix,
Huckleberry McQuillan, Riley
Moody, Philip Rouillard, There-
saNickole Roy, Cameron Shields,
Taliah Valentin Freshman: Haniya
Awais, Travis Beaudette, Vladi-
mir Behrens, Lillian Burke, Kaeli
Cordova Del Cid, Isabella Costa,
Davi Fracalossi, Calleigh Furtado,
Caitlyn Gabis, Caroline Harty, Ta-
tiangelys Hernandez Barreto, Keith
Kirkpatrick, Zachary MacDonald,
Adalisse Mercado Montanez,
Lacey Parker, Joseph Ricard, Jacob
Rondeau, Adam Sliwoski, Krys-
tiana Sobocinski, Lucas Staniunas,
Quashawn Sund-Lussier.

FREELANCE
WRITERS NEEDED!

Do you have a talent for engaging writing that
informs and inspires? We are looking for a local
interested in telling stories important to the area.
If so, Our Town Publishing wants you to join our
team of dedicated journalists.

RESPONSIBILITIES:

« Research and write compelling news stories, features, and columns

- Cover local events, government meetings, and community happenings

- Conduct interviews and develop sources within the community

- Collaborate with editors and other writers to meet deadlines and ensure high-

quality content

- Adapt to digital and print formats, contributing to our online presence

QUALIFICATIONS:

« Proven writing experience, preferably in journalism or related field
« Strong research, interviewing, and storytelling skills

- Ability to meet tight deadlines and manage multiple assignments
« Excellent grammar, punctuation, and attention to detail

- Familiarity with AP style is a plus

« Ability to work independently and as part of a team
- Knowledge of the local area is highly desirable

If interested, please submit writing
samples to proy@yankeeshopper.net

OBITUARY

Hannelore Amelia Pacheco
(Kuhlmann), 95, formerly
of Holbrook, known
affectionately as Hanna to
her friends and family, passed
away peacefully of natural
causes on May 1, 2025, in
Raynham, Massachusetts.
Born on December 8,
1929, in Mecklenburg,
Germany, she was a beacon
of adventurous spirit,
generosity, and captivating
charm throughout her 95
years.

Hanna’s early years in
Germany were marked by
an appreciation for the great
outdoors, a passion that only
grew as she did. Her love
for ice skating, skiing, and
hiking was matched by her
talent in each, and became
an integral part of her life.
Her melodious voice found a
home at The Boylston Schul-
Verein, Walpole, a German
Club, where she joined the
singing choir, and she sang
with gusto and joy, sharing
her culture and zest for life
with all those around her.

A master of the garden,
Hanna cultivated beauty
and life in the soil of her
home in Holbrook, creating
an oasis that reflected the
care and attention she gave
to every aspect of her life.
Her gardens were a symbol
of her nurturing soul, a

trait that extended into her
relationships with her loved
ones.

She is reunited in eternity
with her husband, Manuel
Costa Pacheco, her mother
Dora Becker, and her sister,
Ursula Clark, whom she
cherished deeply. Hannelore
leaves behind a legacy of love
carried on by her children
Bruce Pacheco and wife
Beth, Mark Pacheco and
wife Linda, and Michelle
McSherry and husband
George, her grandchildren
Jonathan, Lauren, Emily,
Hannah, Katelyn, Shane
and Joshua and her great-
grandchildren Evelyn and
Kellan. Each family member
carries forward a piece of
Hanna’s extraordinary
legacy through their own
lives.

Those who knew Hanna
will remember her as a
woman who embraced life’s
challenges with a remarkable
blend of strength and grace.
Her generous nature knew
no bounds, and she was
always the first to offer
help to anyone in need.
Her life was a tapestry of
experiences that made her
one of the most interesting
and engaging individuals to
be around.

Hanna’s passing leaves
a void in the hearts of all

who loved her, but her spirit
remains a guiding light.
Her adventurous tales, her
laughter in the chorus, and
the beauty of her gardens
will continue to inspire and
comfort her family and
friends. Hannelore Amelia
Pacheco’s life was one well-
lived, full of passion and
kindness, and she will be
dearly missed by all who had
the privilege of knowing her.

A private memorial service
honoring her life will be
held at Cartwright funeral
followed by burial at Blue
Hills cemetery.

The family would like to
thank Old Colony Hospice
of West Bridgewater for
their compassionate care.
Memorial contributions
may be sent in lieu of flowers
to Old Colony Hospice,
321 Manley St. West
Bridgewater, MA 02379.

www.oldcolonyhospice.org
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Oxford Middle School recognizes students each month who exemplify our Be The 3 goals of Respect, Responsibility, and Safety as well
as showing that attendance matters, displaying citizenship, and showing growth in a variety of ways. This month, OMS celebrates
Savannah Pratt, Yeidiel Hernandez Barreto, Brynn (zernicki-Nasis, Eli Bonafilia, and Cameron Aquafresca as our April Students of the

Month.
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The Glowing Stone and the Ghost Girl

BY THOMAS DAGOSTINO

he strange paranormal events
Tthat transpired in St. Stephen’s

Cemetery in Attleborough,
Massachusetts, established in 1889,
caused nationwide attention. So
much so, that it was said to be
on the show, Unsolved Myster-
ies. Although the segment aired a
long time ago, some of the locals
still living in the area remember
cars reportedly lined on both sides
of the street full of paranormal
enthusiasts, thrill seekers and
legend trippers all there to see for
themselves, the legend of the glow-
ing stone.

The marker is not any special
elaborate monument or anything
that would immediately stand out
from the rest of the headstones or
memorials. Yet, the stone (name

withheld out of respect) has been
heavily studied and investigated
by paranormal researchers and
scientists alike. It was proven

that the stone would glow with

a greenish hue around dusk and
into the early twilight. Fantastic
accounts of people witnessing

the sun’s rays dipping below the
horizon while the memorial would
begin to ooze with light on its own
accord. Investigators of various
sciences gathered and tried many
experiments, including turning
the stone to dispel the possibility
of an outside reflection being cast
upon the marker. This was to no
avail as the stone still emitted the
now famous light. After returning
it to its original position, the stone
took on a reddish hue for several
days before returning to its familiar
green glow.

The date of decease on the stone
are 1962 and 1964 which means
the phenomena began sometime
after the stone was put into place
in the 1960s. From then until
recently, the legend of the glowing
stone has sent scores of people on a
pilgrimage to witness the uncanny
event. Alas, recent reports state the
stone no longer glows, but that has
not stopped some from visiting in
hopes of perhaps an encore perfor-
mance of the green glow.

If one does not witness the
glowing stone, perhaps they will
get a visit from one of the resi-
dent ghosts of the cemetery. The
road that goes to the left of the
giant cross leads toward the rear
of the cemetery where Eugene
(1881-1924), his wife Albertine
(1888-1936), their son Ernest
(1918-2002) and two year old

Auburn and the American
Revolutionary War

The Thomas Drury Family

BY HELEN POIRIER

hen the alarm was sounded
Wfor the battles of Lexington

and Concord, present day
Auburn was known as “the South
Parish of Worcester” and was just
about to finish its second year as
that. The parish was made up of
sections of Worcester, Leicester,
Oxford, and Sutton. The reason for
the formation of the South Parish
of Worcester was that the landown-
ers in this area found the distance
to travel for church services in
Worcester too far with poor roads
hampering the travel. In 1773, the
General Court of Massachusetts
granted the petition for the area
and a committee was appointed
to select a location for a meeting
house. The Drurys were part of the
24 people from Worcester whose
land was part of the petition. There
were also landowners from Sutton,
Oxford and Leicester. The warrant

for the first meeting was signed by
John Chandler, who was the Justice
of the Peace in Worcester. The
meeting was held at the home of
Thomas Drury, Innholder, on July
6, 1773, and officers were elected.
Until the new meeting house was

Lawnmower & Tractor Service

Snowblower & Generator Repairs

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

Tune-Ups & Repairs

Pickup & Delivery EI o

built, town meetings and church
services were held at the Drury
Tavern. According to the “His-
toric Houses of Auburn,” the inn is
now located at 129 Central Street
although back then there were no
streets only dirt roads. The house
was built between 1763-1768 and
became the first inn in the town.
It served as a stagecoach stop on a
route from Worcester to Hartford.
Though the parish was small,
about 50 men were credited in
answering the alarm on April
18, 1775, but not all were living

DRURY FAMILY

continued on page 11

Doris Doucette (1917-1919) are
buried under a monument bearing
their names. Eugene and Albertine
had six children in all, but only two
are buried with them. One of them,
Doris, seems to enjoy greeting
visitors who happen to wander into
that section of the cemetery.

There are numerous reports of
a child’s footprints left in the wet
grass or on the pavement. Other
reports include the sound of foot-
steps that resemble a small child
walking or skipping. The sound
usually follows people as they
walk down the road near Doris’s
resting place. Some have heard the
laughter of a small child near the
grave as well.

The ghost of Doris also appears
every now and then. Her appari-
tion appears near her grave and
then vanishes into thin air. Wit-

MASTER PLUMBER
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BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

| RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL E
(508) 234-3649 i

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714
| e A g S e -

Pool Cover
Repairs

Over 34 years of service
in the community

DISCOUNT  nanpicar |

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and
Related Products

* Full Awning Service -
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115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

nesses have also seen the ghosts

of who they believe are Albertine
and Eugene roaming around their
gravestone, probably looking for
Doris as she frolics among the
tombstones looking for someone
to play with. Whether The ghosts
know the living are there, or just
appearing and disappearing at
random is anyone’s guess. Perhaps
they are just eternally passing
time, a mom and dad spending the
afterlife with the daughter they lost
so young. If you should happen to
visit the cemetery and see any one
of the ghosts of Eugene, Albertine,
or Doris, you may want to make an
attempt to ask them why they lin-
ger in the place where their mortal
frame is interred. Who knows, you
might just get an answer.

MASTER SHEET METAL
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A Potent Kind of Love

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

in love with a spunky puppy

who’s turned three and stolen
my heart. I've watched him learn
how to swim, catch a frisbee

I ‘m getting attached. I've fallen

habit”

Ten years? My pup is already
three and we have so much more
to accomplish. There are beaches
and rivers and friendships to
soak up. There are trails and bun-
nies and football games to follow.
His gaze rests on the last piece
of scone. Luke is unconcerned
with the doom and gloom of his
too-short life, or the fact that his
mom will suffer a numbing, hol-
low pain, one redeemed only by

Dogs Receive and Give Freely.

In life, giving often feels bet-
ter than receiving. The “giver”
receives a surge of joy when
presenting a gift to a loved one.
“I thought of you when I saw
that stuffed bunny on the shelf.
I know how much you love to
watch them in our yard, so I
found you one. This brand is
known for the longest chew time,
too” We pat ourselves on the

Right now, I don’t have to miss
Luke or worry about the future.
I have today. We have today! He
curls up on his bed like a fox,
tail wrapped around his mouth.
“Love you, Luke” I collapse by
his bedside and snuggle for a
few moments. Then I fluff up
his blankets on the floor, in case
he wants to change positions
throughout the night.

Luke will receive rich and
priceless gifts from me each day,

until he’s ready for his last. Life is
too short for my gloom. We will
stay blessed by a life lived out
loud—and with a potent kind of
love. (I still pray that this meat-
ball will reach a solid nineteen).

Write to Amy:
amyleclaire@hotmail.com
Visit Luke:
livingwithlukevalentino@IG

on the fly, and study ants. I've
admired the magnificent way he
soars across a frozen pond, and
skids freely while I holler his
name. “Lewwwk! Come.”

The emphatic tone of the
command resonates. He freezes
and spins back towards me.
“Don’t worry, Mommal! I was
just exploring the winter lake!”
He settles down at my feet, lifts
his head high and brandishes a
wolfish smile. “Life is so good.” I
massage his ears and compliment
him. “You're the best boy, Luke.
Thank you for listening. Mummy
doesn’t want to lose you.”

It’s true. Luke is a big part of
my life now. I don’t want to lose
him.

A dog’s life is short. Dog par-
ents sign up knowing this—even
those who have experienced
multiple passings. The joy of
owning and sharing a life with a
dog seems to supersede the pain
of losing one. Nonetheless, the
loss is nearly unbearable. Regard-
less of our dog’s age, we are never
ready to say good-bye.

Ten years is considered an
average life span for a Golden,
with some studies suggesting that
a decade is considered generous.
Luke laps a wedge of blueberry
scone from the palm of my hand.
He’s trying so hard to “be easy”
these days. He lowers his head
like a lamb’s while I pet him.
“Maybe you can give me just one
more piece to reinforce a learned

strange, erratic dreams. What just
happened? Where’s Luke? Oh, not
this. My dog. Sigh.

“You're having a good day,
aren’t you, Luke?” He lifts a paw
to agree. “Every day is a good day
when we're together Momma.”
Luke does not concentrate on
suffering. He has people to see
and places to go. That’s what got
me thinking.

Dogs Live in the Moment

Dogs naturally live every day
as though it’s their last. Have you
ever noticed how grateful a dog
is to be a part of the simplest of
routines? “I GET TO COME ON
A CAR RIDE WITH YOU!!!!”
He barrels down the stairs when
I give him the affirmative signal,
the jingle of his leash and a
high-pitched voice. “Luke can
come to.” It doesn’t matter where
we're headed, but only that we are
together. Traffic jams are simply
an opportunity to see drivers
up-close.

“Hey, Mom—that lady is
laughing at me” I notice him tilt
his head to the driver behind
us. Indeed, her smile is lavish. I
explain to him that adult driv-
ers love to see dogs in cars. “The
sight of a cute dog is a welcome
surprise and respite from road
rage. She’s not laughing at you,
she’s just happy to see you, Luke.”
His frozen stare becomes a smile.
“If you think I'm cute, you ought
to see my Daddy”

back and glimmer with a giver’s
high. Here’s the truth. A stranger
could offer your dog a cardboard
box and he will be just as happy
to receive it. “I love boxes!! Espe-
cially square Amazon boxes!! Let
me at it!” The box will move and
bounce like a live cartoon while
he wrestles. Dogs are fully and
naturally appreciative. They give
and receive freely.

In a dog’s world, giving is natural.
Receiving matters just as much.
Our dogs provide us with
intangible gifts, the stuff money
can’'t buy. They give us their time,
companionship, unconditional
love, loyalty and affection. We
give back all of this, along with
a forever home. When we are
sad, we need to think about all
that our dogs have received. Like
them, we need to be grateful.
Where would Luke be with-
out all that he’s received from
me? What if a different family
with a different lifestyle didn’t
realize that he has a mild case of
claustrophobia? “These people
are cool, but these four walls are
getting old” What if he sat crated
all day long? Hed scratch at the
latch, T imagine, and find a way
to free himself. Then, like an
episode from Lassie, hed run and
run along back roads and find his
way back to me. “Luke!! I missed
you so much!” Wed roll around
on the ground like a pair of fools.




have been asking the same
question: “Is the housing mar-
ket about
to crash?”
If you've
been
scrolling
through
social
media or
watching
the news,
you might
have seen
some
pretty
scary headlines yourself. That's why
it’s no surprise that, about 70% of
Americans are worried about a
housing crash in 2025. But before
you hit pause on your plans to buy
or sell a home, take a deep breath.
The truth is: the housing market
isn’t about to crash - it’s just shift-
ing, and that shift actually works in
your favor.

Today’s Inventory Keeps the

Lately, it feels like a lot of people

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Housing Market from Crashing.
Economists are saying, there’s just
generally not enough supply. There
are more people than housing
inventory. It’s Econ 101. Think
about it. If there’s a shortage of
something - like tickets to a popu-
lar concert - prices go up. That’s

what’s been happening with homes.

We still have a shortage of supply.
Too many buyers and not enough
homes push prices higher. Even
though the number of homes for
sale is climbing, data from Realtor.
com shows we're still well below
normal levels.

That ongoing low supply is
what’s stopping home prices from
dropping at the national level.
Again, economists are saying “..
if there’s a shortage, prices simply
cannot crash”

More homes for sale means
price growth Is easing, and, as
more homes become available, that
takes some of the intense upward
pressure off home price growth -
leading to healthier price apprecia-
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Do You Think the Housing
Market’s About To Crash?
Read This First!

tion. So, while prices aren't falling
nationally, growing inventory
means they also aren’t rising as fast
as they were. What we're seeing is
price moderation and that mod-
eration should continue through
the rest of this year. In 2025, you
should expect the pace of house
price appreciation to moderate
from the levels seen in 2024, while
still maintaining a positive track.
Put simply, that means prices will
continue going up in most areas,
just not as quickly. That’s good
news for anyone who’s been having
trouble finding a home and feeling
sticker shock from the rapid price
appreciation of the past few years.
But of course, what’s happening
with prices and inventory is going
to vary by local market. So, talk to
The Marzeotti Group or another
trusted agent to find out what's
happening where you live. Don’t
let the talk scare you. Experts agree
that a housing market crash is
unlikely in 2025.

DRURY FAMILY

continued from page 9

within the parish boundaries. This
article will focus on the Thomas
Drury family, of which there were
five generations with Thomas as
a first name. The third and fourth
generations were instrumental in
the formation of the town as well
as serving in the military and in
the government of the town during
and after the Revolutionary War.
According to the “Massachusetts
Soldiers and Sailors Who Fought
in the Revolutionary War,” Thomas
[4th] was a private in the Capt.
Timothy Bigelow’s Company of
Minutemen which was part of the
Colonel Artemas Ward regiment
which marched on the alarm of
April 19, 1777. He served 19 days.
It also seems that he was part of the

Capt. Jesse Stone 9th South Parish
of Worcester Co. as a 2nd Lieut.
March 28, 1776, was also listed
with Capt. David Prouty’s Co. list
of officers enlisted or drafted from
Worcester Co. Brigade.

Thomas [4th] came from a line
of military men with great, great
grandfather, John, being a lieu-
tenant and his great grandfather,
Thomas [1st] was a captain.

The Drury family can be traced
back to Hugh Drury who was born
about 1616 in England. He migrat-
ed to the Mass Bay Colony in 1641
and married Lydia Rice in 1646.
They had a son, John, in 1646.

John stayed In the Boston area
and married Mary Weare in 1668
and had 4 children, the oldest
being Thomas [1st] who was born
in 1668.

Thomas married Rachel Rice in
Dec.1867 in Sudbury. They eventu-

ally moved to Framingham and
were living there when Thomas
died in 1723. Thomas and Rachel
had 7 children, including Thomas
[2nd] born in 1690.

Thomas Jr. married Sarah
Clarke in 1719 in Framingham, but
sometime after that they moved to
Grafton where they stayed until he
died in 1783 at the age of 93 and
was buried in Grafton. There were
9 children with the oldest being
Thomas [3rd] born in 1721.

Thomas III married Elizabeth
Brooks in 1746 in Grafton and
had four children. He died 1778 in
Grafton but was buried in Auburn.
He was a lieutenant in the town
militia. Thomas was the tavern/
inn owner which was located near
the First Congregational Church
on Central St.in Auburn. He of-
ficially donated the land for the
church and burial ground around
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1871. There was also a sawmill

and grist mill not far from the inn
that had the Drury name. It was

on a tributary of the French River
called Ramshorn Brook. The mill
was passed until his great grandson
Alvah inherited it.

Thomas Drury [4th] was born
in 1747 in Grafton. He married
Experience Butler in 1796 in
Auburn and had 5 children with
Thomas (5th) being born in 1777
in Auburn.

Thomas 5th married Mehitable
Baird and had a son, Alvah. Alvah
died in April 1846 after an accident
at the grist mill and was buried
in Brimfield. Alvah was the last
Drury to own the family mill that
was in the area that is now known

total L
mortgage

as Drury Square at Auburn and
Southbridge Streets. The mill was
sold to Henry Dunn of Ashford
MA. There is another house that is
at 27 Auburn St. that was built by a
John Drury c. 1820.

It seemed from 1774 on, the
underlying aim of the town fathers
was to make the “Parish” a fully-
fledged town and so petitioned
the General Court of Worcester to
make South Parish a town apart
from Worcester. This petition and
every other petition after it were
denied until 1777, when Worcester,
under conditions, allowed for the

DRURY FAMILY

continued on page 15

Every day, seniors are being
targeted by scams or frauds--
over the phone, email, text, and in
person. If this has happened to you
or youd like to learn more, call the

RSVP Senior
Fraud Helpline.

A

Senior Fraud Prevention helps seniors
recognize, resist, and report fraud.
Call the Senior Fraud Helpline to speak with
a compassionate listener.
Call the AmeriCorps Seniors Fraud
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THE CAR DOCTOR jpaul@aaanortheast.com

How to Handle a Random Misfire

My GMC Terrain has been
diagnosed with a random
@ misfire. The dealer told

me it is the gas I am using and
they will need to do some major
disassembly to solve the problem.
The engine runs fine and has this
occasional check engine light.
What can be done, without tak-
ing the engine apart?

Gas quality can be part

A of the issue, and it makes
@ sense when you can to

use TopTier gasoline. But I also
believe at the heart of these
problems is direct fuel injection
systems that seem to allow more
combustion chamber carbon
buildup. This is due to the way

fuel is injected directly into the
combustion chamber, which

[P
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Call: 508.791.7904
abcauburn@bostonbattery.net

¢ Chip & Crack Repair
* Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

doesn’t allow the fuel to clean the
valves as it does in traditional
port injection engines. In the
past I have had good luck solving
this issue running fuel cleaner
directly into a large vacuum port.
There are solvents and special
adapters made just for this pur-
pose.

I have a Ford Edge 2013
with 228,000 miles on
@ it. It runs well and was

at the time of purchase, fitted
with all the latest amenities, so
I'm enjoying the car for the next
period of its life after my wife
drove it for eleven years. It hasa
disturbing hesitation that at first
my mechanic thought might be
gas related and recommended an
additive, but this did not work,
and the problem persisted. The
car checked out on the computer,
and I said it felt as if it might be
a transmission slip issue. I've be-
come less concerned about it and,
so far, has not gotten worse with
time. It occurs while entering an
on ramp that requires the car to
accelerate under load and climb,
but it rectifies itself in seconds.
What do you think I am experi-
encing with my trusty Ford Edge?
I'd like to continue to drive it.
Am I furthering damage by driv-
ing it under its present condition?
I don’t want to spend too much
money given the age of the car.

I would road test the
A car with your mechanic
@ so they can experience
exactly what you are experienc-
ing. At 12 years old, it certainly
could be a transmission issue
which is not uncommon in this
vehicle. The other possibility is

the fuel system could be at fault.
A weak fuel pump could also be
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a possibility. At this point you
will need to go back to the repair
shop for additional diagnostic
testing, which should include a
test of fuel pressure under load.
The question, are you doing ad-
ditional damage by continuing to
drive the car? If it is the trans-
mission the cost to repair it will
be the same now or later, if and
when the symptoms get worse.

What causes my Kia Soul
to use so much oil? There
@ are no leaks so I brought
the car to the Kia Dealership
and they said they could not do
anything until the motor seized
up. How stupid is that!

The issue with many

A Kia/Hyundai engines is

@ the piston rings gum up
and allow oil to bypass the oil
rings and be consumed during
combustion. Typically, the dealer
will start with an oil consump-
tion test. They will change the oil
and have you come back in 1000
miles. If the oil is still at or near
the full mark, Kia considers the
oil consumption normal. If the
oil is low, then the dealer will try
an engine cleaning. This cleaning
is supposed to remove the build
up at the rings. My experience is
that this procedure, which is nec-
essary for warranty works, almost
never works. If after the cleaning
the engine still uses oil, and the
car is under warranty, the engine
gets replaced.

I have a 1966 Ford Falcon
convertible that my wife
@ originally got in 1974. It

is a car that does not get driven
enough. I have been lucky over
the years to not have massive
repair bills, but I have always
been concerned about being
overcharged and whether the
work being done is by capable
mechanics/shops. Or maybe I just
expect better customer service or
better service overall. I prefer to

have someone close since when
something must be done it always
needs overnight or multiple days
in the shop. Again, is that normal
or can the service be better?

This is a great car,

A relatively simple to repair

@ with easily available parts.
The problem as you found is that
good shops are busy. Back when
shops had
plenty of help,
classic cars
were a great
fill in work,
especially in
winter. Today
with less
quality shops
and the
challenges of
finding quali-
fied staff, almost no one has time
for classic car work that can take
up valuable shop/bay space. As
warm weather comes around go
to car shows (look for Ford own-
ers) and ask around you may find
some leads.

BY JOHN PAUL

My 2018 Subaru Outback
info screen has been beep-
@ ing and changing stations

on its own, sometimes the screen
freezes and I cannot do anything.
There is no rhyme or reason to
when it happens. I have searched
several YouTube videos and so
far, everything I tried is tempo-
rary. Help!

This is an issue we see in

A many vehicles that have
@ infotainment screens.

Just like with a computer tablet
over time the touch screen can
get wonky. With your Subaru and
many other vehicles, the issue is
the screen itself and the fix is to
replace it. The screen delaminates
and causes the phantom changes.
There was a class action lawsuit
but as far as I know it did not go
anywhere.

Specializing in Auto & Light Truck Service & Repair

«Undercoating for your car or light truck

Auto

Mark Zalewski

«All types of welding
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TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING dennis.antonopoulos @edwardjones.com

Financial moves for a
growing family

your family, it’s an exciting

time, and you have much
to anticipate. Of course, this
new addi-
tion will
bring many
changes in
your life,
so you'll
want to be
prepared
— especial-
ly in terms
of your
finances.

What financial moves should
you make as you welcome your
new child? Here are a few to
consider:

Estimate expenses — and
create a new budget. You will
likely have several new expens-
es associated with a new child,
ranging from relatively minor
purchases — car seat, stroller,
crib, etc. — to potentially much
larger costs, such as a vehicle
with more space or even a new
home. You'll need to estimate
what you can afford for these
initial expenses and then work
in to your budget the everyday
additional costs — food, cloth-
ing, uncovered medical expens-
es and so on.

Look at options to support
taking time off work. Depend-
ing on where you live and
where you work, you might
have some sources of support
if you take time off from work
after the arrival of your child.
These options may include paid
time off — such as sick leave
and vacation time — paid fam-
ily leave, short-term disability
insurance, and some benefits
from the Family Medical and
Leave Act.

Determine how child care will
be provided. Child care can be
expensive and, in some areas,

I f you're adding a child to

BY DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner

R.S. #3926

hard to find. Well before the
arrival of your child, start look-
ing for child care, so you can
explore your options and start
factoring in the costs to your
cash flow and monthly budget.
During your search, look at
offerings from local community
centers, religious institutions
and nonprofit organizations,
some of which may offer low-
cost child care programs.

Contribute to your emergency
fund. It’s generally a good idea
to keep up to six months’ worth
of living expenses in a liquid,
low-risk account to pay for
unexpected costs — and with
a growing family, these costs
may well increase as your child
grows older.

Look at your tax situa-
tion. You may want to consult
with a tax professional to
determine whether you qualify
for credits or deductions, such
as the dependent care credit,
the federal child tax credit, and
adoption-related credits (if
you adopted a child). Also, you
may want to update your Form
W-4 to add a dependent — a
move that may lower your tax
withholding and increase your
take-home pay.

Start your education plan-
ning. It’s never too soon to
think about paying for costs
associated with your child’s
education. You might want to
consider a 529 education sav-
ings plan, which offers tax ben-
efits and can be used for college
and many vocational programs,
as well as some K-12 costs. A
financial advisor can help you
explore all available education
savings options.

Check your insurance. You’'ll
need to add your child to your
existing health insurance, but
if you don’t have insurance, see
whether you qualify for Med-

7 Industrial Park West,
Building 2
Oxford, MA 01540

a08:987:1070

i e
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Edward Jones

icaid or the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP),
or look for a marketplace plan
at healthcare.gov. You might
also need to purchase addi-
tional life insurance coverage.
And with a growing family

to support, you might want
to add disability coverage to
protect your income against
short- or long-term disabili-
ties.

Bringing a new child into
your life is certainly a joy-
ous occasion — and by being
financially prepared, you can
make the whole experience
even more enjoyable.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Adbvisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel:
508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.

Save for college and retirement? It’s
possible.

Let’s make a plan. Learn how you can save toward both college and
retirement. We can create a strategy that works for your family.

Contact me today to get started.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-type
items are welcome for inclusion in the Hap-
penings! section of the Xpress newspapers.
Please allow enough lead time for publica-
tion. Email your calendar or event notice to
news@theyankeexpress.com.

MONDAY, MAY 26

« St. Patrick’s Church, 7 East Street, Whitins-
ville will hold a Memorial Day Breakfast
before the town’s parade. It will be served
from 8-10 a.m. Delicious pancakes,
scrambled eggs, orange juice and more will
be served. Veterans meals are offered free
of charge. There will be a 50/50 raffle. The
breakfast is sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus Mumford Council #365. For more
information, call

508-234-5656.

SATURDAY, JUNE 7

« Saint Peter’s Parish in Northbridge will
be holding a Yard Sale on Saturday, June
7,7:30a.m. — 3 p.m. in the parish hall, 39
Church Avenue, Northbridge. If you are
moving, spring cleaning or just have too

much clutter, bring us your gently used
items for our yard sale. You may drop-off
your donations every Saturday from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. starting April 26 through May
17, to the parish garage, behind the church.
We are accepting kitchen items, home
goods, toys, books, small furniture items,
clothing, that is not ripped or stained and
much more. Please see our website for a
complete list of what we are accepting. You
may also call 508-234-2156 or email the
parish office: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.
org if you have any questions.

SUNDAY, JUNE 8

«The New England Country Music Club will
hold a dance with the live classic band “An-
gela West & Showdown” at the Progressive
Club, 18 Whitin Street, Uxbridge.

Doors open at 12:15 p.m., Live music from
1-5 p.m. Snacks may be brought in, cash
bar for beverages.

THURSDAY, JUNE 12

« The Annual Meeting of the Millbury His-
torical Society will be held at the Asa Waters
Mansion, 123 Elm Street, Millbury at 6 p.m.
After the business meeting, the featured
program of “Five Millbury Families” will be
presented. The families featured this year
are the Pearsons, the Bailey/Mazzeos, the
Stowes, the Hills and the Buck Brothers. All
are invited and refreshments will be served.

FRIDAY, JUNE 13
« The Uxbridge Senior Center, 36 South Main
Street, Uxbridge, is hosting a Father’s Day

party for Uxbridge dads. The celebration
starts at 12 p.m. Sponsored by the Elderly
Connection with entertainment provided
by the Uxbridge Cultural Council. RSVP
required, 508-278-8622

SATURDAY, JUNE 14

« The Sutton Historical Society Inc. will host
the annual Town-Wide Yard Sale from 8
a.m. 1p.m., rain or shine. The registration
fee is $10. Registration forms are available
at sutton1704.org and must be received

by Friday, May 30. Participants can either
set up at their home address or request

a spot at the M.M. Sherman Blacksmith
Shop, 6 Singletary Avenue, Sutton. Theo
society creates and distributes location
maps identifying all participating location
to assist visitors with locating all yard sales.
Send questions to sutton1704@gmail.com.
The Sutton Historical Society is a 501¢3
organization.

SUNDAY, JUNE 15

« The theme of the 2025 Millbury Fourth of
July Parade is “A Community Celebrates!”
The parade will start at Millbury High
School, 12 Martin Street at

1 p.m. and end at Windle Field.

SATURDAY, JUNE 21

« Join family and friends for a stuffed
chicken dinner beginning at 5:30 p.m. at
St. Peter’s Parish Hall, 39 Church Avenue,
Northbridge. Tickets are $17 per dinner and
include salad and dessert. To go meals will
be available for pick-up at 5 p.m. All orders

must be purchased in advance by Tuesday,
June 16. Call 508-234-2156 or email the
parish office: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.
org for orders and tickets.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25

« Uxbridge Spartan Basketball is having a
one-time only golf fundraiser to raise mon-
ey for scoreboards at Hecla Street basketball
courts at Blissful Meadows, 801 Chocolog
Road, Uxbridge. The cost is $175 per golfer
or $400 for a foursome. Registration opens
at 8 a.m. Shotgun start at 9 a.m. Please
make checks payable to Uxbridge Spartan
Basketball Association, P.0. Box 386, North
Uxbridge, MA 01538. The organization is a
5013 charity. Sponsor opportunities are
available: hole/tee sign $200; beverage
cart $500; or registration table $1000. You
can also register at https://tinyurl.com/
USBAGolf.

« The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce will hold its Business After Hours
Networking Event from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

at Murder Hill Brewery & Taproom at 670

Linwood Avenue, Building C, Whitinsville.
Murder Hill is an exciting local brewery
nestled within the historic Linwood Mill
complex. Enjoy a relaxed and lively evening
of networking, with local craft brews on tap
and delicious bar bites. Admission is $20
for members and $40 for future members.
RSVP by June 23 to Liz 0'Neil at 508-
234.9090 ext. 102 or via email at loneil@
blackstonevalley.org

SATURDAY, JUNE 28

« A Basic Life Support and First Aid Class
will be offered beginning at 8 a.m. in St.
Peter’s Parish Hall, 39 Church Avenue,
Northbridge. This class is for newcomers
and those looking for re-certification. Learn
valuable lifesaving skills. Training is done
by the American Heart Association. The
class is $89 per person and must be paid
in advance when you register. Class size is
limited. Please register by Monday, June
23. Call 508-234-2156 or email the parish
office: parishoffice@stpeterockdale.org for
more information.

deliciously fun day.

Oct. 17.

Oxford Farmers’ Market

et aside Friday, June 20 from 2-6 p.m. for Fairy Day at the
S Oxford Farmer’s Market, Joslin Park on the Oxford Town Com-
mon, Main Street. Quality, nutritious food local food will be
available and that’s no fairy tale! Special events are planned for this

The Farmers’ Market will be open on the third Friday of the
month through October: June 20; July 18; Aug. 15; Sept. 19 and

ec'«t
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SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

LIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE - 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA
FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
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 Lake Tours and Speciatty Grusses
INDIAN PRINCESS

PRESENTED BY

vy webster

JUNE 6 « 7PM
AUGUST 22 « 7PM

WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM
MORE SHOWSITO BEEANNOUNCED!

"Lers Sineraveon I

An Unoffickal Liye Tribute Show vy

MAY 31« 1PM

JUNE 15 « 1PM

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - MAY 29

COUNTRY DANCE PARTY KICKOFF CRUISE
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - MAY 31

THE ULTNATE DEF LEPPARD TRIBLTE 100 FM THE PIKE 80’s AND LADIES NIGHT CRUISE
= . HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - JUNE 21

BEYOND PURS
JULY 19 « 12PM MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - JUNE 27
MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - JULY 18

100 FM THE PIKE
SOCK HOP CRUISE - OLDIES 50's AND 60's
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - JULY 19

100 FM THE PIKE 90's CRUISE
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - AUGUST 16

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - AUGUST 29

100 FM THE PIKE AWESOME 80's CRUISE
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - SEPTEMBER 13

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE - SEPTEMBER 19

100 FM THE PIKE BOOS CRUISE
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS - OCTOBER 11

JUNE 22 « 1PM 12PN

= LLTIMATL |L||n\- |uuwr.

JUNE 29

**‘-Vachllev
N Cre~-~ X

JULY 24 « 7PM

LEE BRI(":

\““ ﬁ

AUGUST 16 « 1PM

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT
WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

CRUISING WEBSTER LAKE * 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

( 0
FONQN
CENTRALVASSACHUSETTS

N

WORLO TOUA 2025

AUGUST 30 « 1PM

~ AUGUST 23 « TPM

AUGUST 10+ 1PM AUGUST 17 « 1PM AUGUST 24 « 1PM AUGUST 31 « 7PM

Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508.943.3871.
For information on private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from
Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfield. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.

MASSACHUSETTS

visitma.com
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2025 Sheriff’s Annual Worcester
County Senior Picnic

orcester County Sheriff
Lew Evangelidis invites
seniors to this annual

“Drive-thru Extravaganza Event”
where guests will be treated to a
delicious BBQ lunch to go. Every
attendee will also receive free lot-
tery tickets from The Worcester
County Reserve Deputy Sheriff’s
Association, along with desserts,
raffle prizes, tons of giveaways,

and bags of goodies from each
exhibitor/vendor.

Saturday, June 7 11 a.m.- 1
p-m. at SAC Park, 438 Lake
Street, Shrewsbury. Register
by phone 508-796-2638. Leave
message with name, address and
phone. First come, first serve
basis.

DRURY FAMILY

continued from page 11

incorporation on April 10, 1778,
and called it Ward.

From 1774 to 1786, the Drury
father and son team held various
positions in town government.
Lieutenant Thomas was select-
man, hog-reeves (which was
a town officer responsible for
the impounding of stray hogs),
moderator, assessor, examiner for
school squadron district #3 and
Bogachoag (Pakachoag), a member
of the school committee, warden,
and was a delegate to the Worcester
County convention after the war to
work on a state constitution, and
a tythingman which was a general
law enforcement officers that made
sure people attended public wor-
ship, arrest those who didn’t keep

the Sabbath day; often called “sleep
banishers,” they saw to it that
members of the church kept awake
during services,

Thomas’ son was a selectman,
moderator, fence viewer, sexton,
school committee member, sealer
of weights and measures, tax col-
lector, burial ground overseer,
pew building/assigning, preaching
(finding a minister) and sexton.

The Drury family served their

fledgling country and their town
with distinction.

This article is made possible by
the Auburn Historical Society &
Museum, 41 South Street. The mu-
seum is open Tuesday and Saturday
mornings 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. visit
auburnhistoricalmuseum.org or
follow us on Facebook at Auburn
Historical.

OXFORD SPRING

ALNTYAL

AMVUSEMENTS, RIDES AND GAMES

@ .
Ve PR

May 22 - 25

Thurs. - Fri: 6 pm - 10 pm
Sat.: 12 pm - 10 pm; Sun: 12 pm - 6 pm

Next to the Town Common, Rte. 12 ¢ Oxford, MA

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

STUMP REMOVAL * DRAINAGE SYSTEMS ® WALKWAYS ® LAWN MAINTENANCE
RETAINING WALLS * PROPERTY & BUILDING MAINTENANCE
TREE & SHRUB PLANTING

David Jose « (114) 239-3776

Davidspropertyrepair@gmail.com”

GET NOTICED!

Contact Christine at 508-769-8432 or by email at
chrishodecker@theyankeexpress.com to advertise TODAY!

It's

Happenmg
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reen
valley’

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the
fresh airl Blossom with friends & family on
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs,
events and more.
www.thelastgreenvalley.org

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Automatic Delivery

* Fuel Assistance Accepted

* Burner Service

DELIVERY AREAS

Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

= Hnun

We do NOT add biofuel to our product

MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton,
Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North
Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge,
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm Saturday 9:30am-2pm

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

¢ Licensed in House Technicians
(NO subcontracting)

¢ 0il Tank Installations
(Free Estimates)

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

Ir
1
1
1
i\  PER GALLON
1
:
1
1
1

Find us on:

facebook.

Nostalgica

Chester P. Tuttle Post 279

88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

ALL Are Welcome'

Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 « Sunday: 11:30-close

Richie and his Famous
Ice Cream Truck!

Hamburgers+Hot Dogs
+Sausage Sandwiches

Tiny T:m s at the Tuttle

serving food Tues - Fri: 1 1:00-8:00; Sat. 4:00-8:00
=x5— Sunday - Monday the kitchen only is closed

Phone: (508) 832-2701
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142
or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

C f 8-11:00 pm
nhargeturhands a i 'Ii &

unless receipt of same &
ENTERTAINMENT i

day liquor and/or food
purchage from
Karaoke every Saturday

the Tuttle,
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEIIS Print & Deliver
NEW BOILER INSTALLS

We Print and Deliver
* Crown Boilers

* Williamson Furnaces ALL NEW ‘ [ our inserts.
« Oil Tank Installs " AsveARPARTS | g Y
e AND LABOR WARRANTY,

AS WELL AS THE
MANUFACTURER
WARRANTY.

,,,,,,

Perfect for
Big Events,

a— - Sell Biofuel!
entral air conditioning Which will help prevent
and ductless mini splits system breakdowns. CO U p O h S 7
HELP WANTED -
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat M e n u S
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. smu-mm APPLY FOR THE a n d
Morel

'Pfeapmq, YouWarm & Comforlable

4. 508.434.1335

— For more information, or to schedule your insert,
A El;}:IServme Oil Company please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
our Emergency Service ) .
or by email at Igleim@theyankeexpress.com

WWW.LMTOIL.COM - WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

ae 9 RUBBISH & CONTAINER SERVICE#555 | .}
77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590 #* ,. m ‘
Phone: (508) 865-4193 Lul N1

Website: www.alsrubbish.com 5082634193 l

- 2025 - ura Basa

E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com proud Membg, 1
e e

AltsfRubbish Provides ;.. DUMPSTER

SDumpster/Rental - RENTAL SPECIAL!
Seryicesil/Days Sutton, Millburyl i@

JAlRentals/Include Y por o 9 @5

DIOP Oiff and Pick UP Grafton, Auburn, Oxfordj\Webster})
9NojService or,Fuel Charges Whitinsville andiNozthbridge

JEstate]Clean Outs ~ BUSINESS< 15 yard dumpster. SAQEY
JFurnitureland 1995-2025

Appllance Removal Locally Owned and Operated All Other Towns| D 5 @ @
@ We Re CYCle Sllp P ort Local Business Rdditional charges for tvs/monitors, ms

| C, Serving the Blackstone Valley and
FREE DROP m% i |ﬁ! LS the Surrounding Towns in Worcester/County;

OFF AND
508-865-4193 - WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM

PICK UP!

Support
Local{Small
Business!




