PAGE 5

We've Got Ewe-nique
Fire-Reduction
Techniques

Neil Nayyar
Now Plays
130 Instruments

PAGE9

VOL34+ISSUE10

Bringing You Community News For Over 30 Years

MAY 23,2025

PONY EXPRESS
RIDES AGAIN

PAGE 10

ART FIESTA

SHOWCASES
TALENT, SPIRIT

Scan our QR Code fora
direct link to our online edition!

PRSRTD STD.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CARMICHAEL, CA
PERMIT NO. 350

OR CURRENT
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Treasure Hunting in Springtime

By Kristina Rogers

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- On May 17, the annual
Curtis Park neighborhood
garage sale from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. made many shop-
pers happy.

Residents living along
the park and neighborhood
streets laid out a variety of
treasures for thrifty shop-
pers to consider.

The Sierra Curtis
Neighborhood Association
even provided a mobile-
friendly map on its
website.

The eclectic community
offered an array of items
that most garage sales
might not have, and items
were in excellent condition
at a fraction of the normal
price.

Front yard blankets and
tables were topped with
ice cream makers, books,
new-in-box cat hammocks,
old-school record players,
new baby monitors, ukule-
les, mini-kites and plants.

Mid-century tables,
patio furniture and mas-
sage chairs were ready for
visitors to try out and make
a deal. For those selling, it

Continued on Page 3
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Adrienne Sher gave away lovely art to help downsize. Photo courtesy of Jean Rogers

Some of the checks were distributed at a joint press conference with Sacramento State and University of California, Davis.

Photo courtesy of United Way California Capital Region

United Way California
Capital Region News
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Twenty former foster youth
studying at Sacramento
State and University
of California, Dauvis,
received their first pay-
ments from United Way
California Capital Region’s
Collegiate Guaranteed

Income program that will
provide them with $500 a
month for one year.

Some of the checks
were distributed at a joint
press conference with the
two universities where
United Way announced
the expansion of the pro-
gram to include another
year of funding for the 10
Sacramento State students
in the pilot program that

United Way Boosts Collegiate Giving

|

launched a year ago, as
well as the inaugural year
of funding for 10 students
at UC Dauvis, distributing a
total of $120,000 over the
next year to support these
students.

“Over the past year,
we have witnessed the
hard work and resilience
of these 10 Sacramento
State students, and we are
thrilled to provide them

with an additional year
of guaranteed income so
we can see them through
to graduation, while also
extending this opportunity
to 10 former foster youth
students at UC Davis,”
said Dr. Dawnté Early,
president and CEO, United
Way California Capital
Region. “We know the dis-
heartening statistics that

Continued on Page 3

Newsom
Wants Cities
to Get Tougher
on Homeless
Encampments

State Releases
$3.3B in Funding

By Sean P Thomas
MPG Staff

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Gov. Gavin Newsom
on May 12 announced a
model ordinance designed
to help cities and counties
manage homeless encamp-
ments, while also releasing
$3.3 billion in Proposition
1 funds to expand behav-
ioral health housing and
treatment options across
California.

The announcement,
detailed in a news release
from the Governor’s
Office, outlines a hypothet-
ical framework for local
governments to estab-
lish rules and enforcement
procedures that prioritize
notice, shelter and sup-
port services. The model
ordinance includes require-
ments such as a 48-hour
notice before encampment
clearance, coordination
with service providers
and storage of displaced
belongings.

“There’s nothing com-
passionate about letting
people die on the streets,”
Newsom said in a state-
ment “Now, we’re giving
[local leaders] a model
they can put to work imme-
diately — with urgency
and with humanity — to
resolve encampments and
connect people to shelter,
housing and care.”

The ordinance would
ban sleeping, including in a
sleeping bag, in one space
for more than three con-
secutive nights in a row.
Based off the ordinance,
people would be forced to
pick up and move at least
200 feet every night.

The ordinance follows
Newsom’s 2024 executive
order urging jurisdictions
to act swiftly using existing
state and local resources. It
also builds on legal prece-
dent affirmed by the U.S.
Supreme Court, which

Continued on Page 2
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b/th Art Fiesta Showcases Talent and Giving Spint

Sacramento Suburban
Kiwanis Club
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
The Sacramento Suburban
Kiwanis Club is proud to
host its 67th Art Fiesta
on Saturday, June 7 and
Sunday, June 8 at the
Scottish Rite Masonic
Center in Sacramento.

This two-day, fami-
ly-friendly event is free
to attend and features fine
art, emerging student talent
and a deep commitment
to community, all while
kicking off summer with
a celebration of creativity
and connection.

This year’s Art Fiesta
includes an exciting new
addition: a student art
exhibit showcasing the
work of 7th-12th-grade
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The Art Fiesta will feature this landscape painting by Tom Sorenson. Photo courtesy of
Sacramento Suburban Kiwanis Club

students from the San
Juan Unified School
District. These rising art-
ists will have their pieces
displayed, and some 70

professional painters, pho-
tographers, ceramicists,
glass and woodworkers,
textile artists and jewelers
from across the region will

offer their work for sale.
The event has sup-
ported the Sacramento
Suburban Kiwanis Club’s
mission since 1952, to

improve the world one
child and one community
at a time. Proceeds from
the Art Fiesta help fund
Key Clubs (youth leader-
ship programs) and Boys/
Girls State, and vital sup-
port services, most notably
for the Kiwanis Family
House, located near UC
Davis Medical Center and
Shriners Hospital. Other
beneficiaries include, but
are not limited to, River
City Food Closet, Stanford
House, Opening Doors,
Next Move Homeless
Services, Sierra Arden
Neighborhood Food
Closet, Coats for Kids,
Crisis Nursery, Wellspring
Women’s Center, Process
Theatre, and Sacramento
Children’s Home.

“This event is a perfect
blend of art, community,

and purpose,” said Tom
Fleishmann, president of
the Sacramento Suburban
Kiwanis Club. “By sim-
ply showing up, you’re
making a difference, sup-
porting students, uplifting
local artists and helping
families in need. Plus, it’s
a great way to kick off the
summer with something
truly meaningful and beau-
tiful. The artwork makes a
wonderful addition to your
home or as a valued gift.”
Admission and park-
ing are free for the event,
which is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
June 7 and 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Sunday, June 8 at
the Scottish Rite Masonic
Center is at 6151 H St.,
Sacramento. For more,
visit sacramentosubur-
bankiwanis.org. *

Newsom Wants Cities to Get Tougher on Homeless Encampments

Continued from page 1

clarified local authority to regulate public
camping.

According to the Governor’s Office,
the model ordinance includes provisions
to prohibit long-term camping in a single
location and blockages of public side-
walks, while also ensuring reasonable
efforts to connect unhoused individuals
with services before any action is taken.

The policy is modeled after the state’s
own efforts, which have resulted in the
clearance of more than 16,000 encamp-
ments and removal of over 311,000 cubic
yards of debris since July 2021, according
to the Governor’s Office.

Officials describe the approach as scal-
able, effective and grounded in public
safety and dignity.

In conjunction with the ordinance,
the state is making $3.3 billion in Prop.
1 funds available to local communities.
The funding, approved by voters, will be
directed toward expanding housing and
behavioral health treatment for the most
seriously ill and unhoused Californians.

Advocates for the homeless repeatedly
argue that the state does not have enough
supportive housing and shelter beds to
funnel those removed from tents and
sidewalks into better conditions. The gov-
ernor often voices his frustration over the
lack of progress at the local level, casting
homelessness as a humanitarian crisis and
a health and safety issue.

Newsom suggested that cities do not
prohibit encampments if there are no
available shelter beds.

While the Governor’s Office cannot
force local municipalities to act, can pres-
sure local governments by withholding

funding for cities or counties.

The Governor’s Office said more than
$27 billion has been invested during
Newsom’s tenure to address homeless-
ness statewide. The state has also created
a transparency platform — accountability.
ca.gov — that tracks local governments’
progress on homelessness response,

Gov. Gavin
Newsom
announced a
model ordinance
designed to help
local municipalities
ban homeless
encampments and
prioritize housing
and supportive
services. Photo
courtesy of Gov.
Gavin Newsom'’s
Office
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housing and behavioral health efforts.

According to the website, Sacramento
County constructed 22,311 housing units
between 2019-2023 and has tamped down
people living without shelter by 40.8%
since 2023.

While homelessness has risen nation-
wide by more than 18% in 2024,

California has limited its increase to 3%,
according to the news release. The state
has also seen reductions in veteran and
youth homelessness, bucking national
trends.

“There are no more excuses,” Newsom
said in the news release. “The tools are
here. The time for inaction is over.” *
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Treasure Hunting in Springtime

Continued from Page 1

was an opportunity to give their belong-
ings some “new life.”

Diana Tibor sat out on her shady porch
listening to Casey Kasem radio while
casually chatting with shoppers under her
shade tree.

“We’ve been doing this garage sale
since we moved here 10 years ago and
we love it. It’s fun to meet people and see
things get repurposed,” Tibor said.

Barely-used cameras and musical equip-
ment were available for those looking to
continue their own hobbies in an afford-
able fashion. Isaiah Reeves decided to
sell his almost-new LX7 Analog Mixer 24
channel with carrying case,

“I’m 72 and getting a bit older. This was
a backup for my band and now I’'m ready
to wean myself off some music stuff,”
Reeves said.

While many neighbors sold unbeliev-
ably nice belongings at bargain-basement
prices, others had a different strategy.
Everything was free at Adrienne Sher’s
garage sale.

“My daughter is having a baby and
moving into this house,” Sher said. “I pur-
chased another home nearby that’s half the
size. This was a chance for me to easily
get rid of stuff.”

Sher has spent her life in the arts

and teaches theater at Sacramento City
College. She has lived in the area since
1990 and explained how the move is
working out.

“Both this home and my new home were
built around 1925. This home is where the
managers lived and now, I’m downgrading
to one of the worker houses,” Sher said.

There were other homes offering bins
with “Free” signs. Several also left out
boxes of complimentary lemons and vege-
tables from their home gardens.

Youth also got into the garage sale spirit.
Sheri Moody stood in front of her moth-
er’s house with table items for sale. Her
mother had been living there since 1972.

While Moody sold a few pieces of fur-
niture and antiques, her granddaughter,
Elizabeth, was busy selling some toys.
And the enterprising little girl seemed to
be turning a nice little profit on the fami-
ly’s home-baked goodies.

The family had large containers
of fresh-baked Rice Krispy bars, jam
bars, snickerdoodles and chocolate chip
cookies.

The spring weather was perfect for
those strolling around with their children
and pets.

The event was only another excuse to
hang out on front porches and enjoy the
lovely day. *

Antiques and interesting items graced a Curtis
Park sale table. Photo by Kristina Rogers

Isaiah Reeves decided to sell his almost-new
LX7 Analog Mixer. Photos by Kristina Rogers

lawn.

These items are ready for sale on a front

This moose artwork was patiently waiting for
a new owner.

United Way Expands Collegiate Income Program

Continued from Page 1

currently show only 3%
of former foster youth will
obtain a college degree.
We at United Way refuse
to accept that status quo
and instead are mobilizing
our community to create
change and build a future
where former foster youth
can reach their full poten-
tial and thrive. These 20
students at Sacramento
State and UC Davis are
changing the educational
landscape for themselves
and future foster youth.”
United Way launched
its Collegiate Guaranteed
Income program in May
2024 as a pilot with

10 Sacramento State
students in the universi-
ty’s Guardian Scholars
Program for former foster
youth.

The 10 students
received $500 a month for
a year and were surprised
in April to learn they will
receive an additional year
of guaranteed income to
help them through their
junior and senior years of
school so they can obtain
their degree. United Way’s
Women United action
group provided the fund-
ing for the pilot year and
will continue to fund the
Sacramento State cohort
this year.

“Sacramento State is
honored to have taken part
in the pilot phase of United
Way California Capital
Region’s Collegiate
Guaranteed Income pro-
gram and support its
continued expansion,” said
Sacramento State President

Sue Olson
916-601-8834

sue@sueolson.net

CalBRE# 00784986

landparkhomes.com

Dr. Luke Wood. “This ini-
tiative has played a vital
role in easing the financial
challenges our students
face as they transition out
of the foster care system.
We remain committed to
this important partnership
and to building opportuni-
ties that help our students
achieve their educational
aspirations.”

With the success of the
pilot at Sacramento State,
United Way is expanding
its Collegiate Guaranteed
Income program to UC
Davis, providing fund-
ing for 10 students in the
university’s Guardian
Scholars Program.

“UC Davis Guardian
Scholars are some of the
most ardent and dedicated
students | know,” said Dr.
Gary S. May, UC Davis
chancellor. “We are grate-
ful to United Way for
expanding its Collegiate

Twenty former foster youth studying at Sacramento State and University of California,
Davis, received their first payments from United Way California Capital Region’s Collegiate
Guaranteed Income program. Photos courtesy of United Way California Capital Region

The Collegiate Guaranteed Income program brings together
United Way’s experience working with foster youth with its

expertise in guaranteed income.

Guaranteed Income pro-
gram to our community
of former foster youth.
Guaranteed income will
give these 10 students the
opportunity to focus more
on their educational goals
and less on how they will
afford rent, groceries and
transportation.”

The Collegiate
Guaranteed Income pro-

United Way’s experience
working with foster youth
with its expertise in guar-
anteed income. United
Way has been supporting
foster youth for more than
two decades and launched
the first Guaranteed
Income program of its
kind in the California
Capital Region in July
2021, following that up

gram brings together with additional rounds of

1 WAY
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With the success of the pilot at Sacramento State, United Way

is expanding its Collegiate Guaranteed Income program to UC

Davis.

funding in partnership with
the City of Sacramento,
County of Sacramento and
local nonprofits.

United Way California
Capital Region has been
a driving force across the
region for more than 100
years, listening, responding
and taking comprehen-
sive action to meet local
needs. From advanc-
ing youth opportunities
and helping kids excel
in school, to strengthen-
ing local communities and
investing in families’ finan-
cial security and health,
United Way mobilizes
communities to build a
future where everyone
can reach their full poten-
tial and thrive. Working
across Amador, El Dorado,
Placer, Sacramento and
Yolo counties, the local
United Way also provides
books and literacy tutoring,
addresses housing and food
security, leads the region’s
largest tax preparation
initiative, works with fos-
ter youth across school
districts and leads the
Community Schools ini-
tiative in West Sacramento.
To make a donation: www.
YourLocalUnitedWay.org.

The Guardian Scholars
Program at Sacramento
State is designed to

TAPESTRI SQUARE

Welcome to Tapestri Square, a community of brownstone homes
that emulate a distinctive architectural style including detailed
facades. This former model home features two bedrooms and
two baths, central H&A, dual paned windows, tankless hot water
heater, surround sound and more. Two car tandem garage with
storage and outside patio area for summer grilling. Enjoy the
views from this end unit overlooking the trees. This home offers
a great combination of contemporary comfort and access to the
great Midtown vibe. 2004 20th Street $649,000

LAND PARK

Charming Tudor in the heart of Land Park. Amenities
include a formal entry, living room with vaulted beamed
ceiling and fireplace. Kitchen/dining room combination.
Kitchen with stainless steel appliances including gas range,
microwave, refrigerator, dishwasher and wine refrigerator.
Quartz counters, tiled back splash, pretty white cabinets,
breakfast bar, built-in hutch with leaded-glass window.
The kitchen also boasts a bay window overlooking the
backyard with seating that serves as an additional dining
area. Updated hall bathroom features tiled floors, granite
counters, dual sinks, large stall shower and storage. Stairway
off hallway leads upstairs to large primary bedroom. Primary
bath has granite vanity, stall shower and claw-foot tub. Inside
laundry room, central HVAC, mostly dual paned windows
and quarter basement. Garage with finished flooring, two
European-style heating and air units, sink, toilet and stairway
to a loft hideaway. Backyard with mature landscaping, patio
areas and a gazebo for your backyard entertaining. Don’t
miss this one! 1570 11th Avenue

support current and for-
mer foster youth students
by increasing graduation
rates and their overall suc-
cess. Students who have
experienced the fos-
ter care system have
unique needs and chal-
lenges. This program
offers various services
to support their journey
at Sacramento State. For
more information: https://
www.csus.edu/student-af-
fairs/centers-programs/
guardian-scholars/.

The UC Davis Guardian
Scholars Program is com-
mitted to improving
educational outcomes for
students with lived expe-
riences in foster care, child
welfare or out-of-home
placement by providing
services and support to
meet their needs through
transition, graduation and
post-graduation planning.

The program strives
to maximize educational
opportunities and univer-
sity experiences through
its comprehensive services
and holistic advising to
help students achieve their
academic and personal
goals.

For more information:
opportunity.ucdavis.edu/
programs/guardian-schol-
ars. *
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For Safety’s Sake, Live Your Life Tahara Named Esquire

BY NORRIS BURKES

| often felt that if |1 hadn’t become
a chaplain, I’d have become a safety
officer.

For example, whenever | volunteer
with Chispa Project in Honduras, I’'m
the guy who steadies the ladder, dou-
ble checks that the lunch produce is
washed correctly and then | police the
perimeter for bad guys. (Bad guys don’t
mess with Chaplain Safety Officer.)

The irony is that my interest in this
subject comes from the tragedies I’ve
witnessed in my chaplain career. In
death’s aftermath I’ve offered com-
fort to those whose loved ones were
accidentally struck, shot, suffo-
cated, burned, poisoned, fallen or
electrocuted.

From those tragic encounters, I’ve
developed a preoccupation with safety
that my children say has cost them
some of their freedoms. I’ve always
made them wear hats in the sun, hel-
mets on the bike trail and seat belts in
the car. For safety’s sake, I’ve made
them chew slowly, run quickly and
sleep adequately.

They learned pretty well, but never
did I realize just how much their train-
ing might come back to benefit me.

In 2011, my wife and | flew to
Denver to spend a few days with our
daughter, Sara. We had no agenda. Just
a little rest and relaxation.

Following our late-night arrival,
we were ushered into our accommo-
dations, a garage conversion with an
open-flame furnace. Playing the fastidi-
ous safety inspector, | checked to make
sure that Sara had vented the heater
properly through a nearby window. She
had. Then, | tested the smoke and CO2
detector. Everything worked properly.

Becky and I said our good nights and
settled in for a cozy winter sleep, snug

under blankets, basking in a glowing
heat.

About 2 a.m., we were jolted from
bliss with a high-pitched alarm. | saw
no smoke, so | focused my squinting
eyes on the CO2 detector. Carbon mon-
oxide levels were pushing high enough
to send us singing in the celestial choir
with Jesus himself.

We immediately turned off the
heater, opened all the windows, and
retreated to the living room, shutting
the garage door behind us. After 20
minutes, levels returned to normal, and
we re-retired to bed — sans heater but
with a double scoop of blankets.

If you’re anticipating my point here,
you’re probably looking for me to
quote the Christian Scripture, “It is
appointed unto a man once to die and
after that the judgment.”

Those familiar with this Scripture
often use stories such as these to
admonish people to live full throttle,
seize the day and live every day as if it
were their last.

There is some wisdom in those tru-
isms, but honestly, |1 don’t want to live
every day like it’s my last.

| also need some days to be “regu-
lar.” | need days that start with a decent
breakfast, some time in my pastor’s
office and a drive home with takeout
pizza to watch “Amazing Race” with
my amazing wife.

Nothing wrong with that. We all need
some routine days where we hold those
whom we love, exhale gratitude for the
life we are granted and refuel our needs
for the next day.

Perhaps today wasn’t your best day.
If today was only average, then | say,
be content that you had no close calls
with death to throw you into an exis-
tential funk. You don’t need to always
be prompting yourself with the morbid
thought that this day might be your last.

But more than anything, | say, “Stay
safe. For safety’s sake, live your life.
There will likely be a tomorrow.”

Sign up to receive this weekly column
in your email box at https://thechaplain.
net/newsletter/ or send me your email
address to comment@thechaplain.net.

All of Norris’s books can be ordered
on Amazon. Autographed copies can be
obtained on his website www.thechap-
lain.net or by sending a check for $20
for each book to 10566 Combie Rd.
Suite 6643 Auburn, CA 95602, *
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From left are Nathan Calhoun, assistant manager, membership development at SchoolsFirst
Federal Credit Union; Kirsten Tahara, ABC10 Teacher of the Year Winner; Julie DePrada-Schott,
specialist, school and community relations at SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union; and Brittney
Owens, specialist, financial education at SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union. Photo courtesy of
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SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union

SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union
News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Kirsten
Tahara of Ethel |. Baker Elementary
School in the Sacramento City Unified
School District has been named the
2024/2025 Esquire IMAX Teacher of the
Year.

The prestigious award was presented
during a ceremony at the Esquire IMAX
Theatre in downtown Sacramento on May
13, according to the SchoolsFirst Federal
Credit Union, in partnership with ABC10
Sacramento, Esquire IMAX Theatre, Papa
Murphy’s Pizza and the Sacramento State
College of Education.

Tahara was selected from a pool of 12
monthly award recipients. She has taught
within the Sacramento City Unified School
District for 29 years.

Before her teaching career, Tahara
attended Sacramento State University,
where she received her bachelor’s degree
and a multiple-subject teaching credential.

“Teachers are role models and

mentors who educate and shape the lives
of children who will one day be our future
leaders, so it’s important to teach with
integrity, purpose, patience and kindness,”
Tahara said. “It still amazes me to watch
students go from not knowing the alpha-
bet, how to hold a pencil or speak English
to being able to read, write and speak
English, all within a school year. Each
child is different and learns differently,
so from the tiniest of steps to the great-
est leaps, every bit of progress made is a
success.”

As part of her Esquire IMAX Teacher
of the Year recognition, Tahara received
a $5,000 prize from SchoolsFirst Federal
Credit Union.

In place for 20-plus years, the Teacher
of the Month program highlights local
teachers making a difference in the lives of
their students and families.

To nominate a local teacher in the
greater Sacramento/Stockton/Modesto
area for a future Teacher of the Month,
visit online ABC10 Teacher of the Month
at abc10.com/teacher-of-the-month. *
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We've Got Ewe-nique Fire Fuel Reduction Techniques

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMEMTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) -
Have you herd the good news?
Our four-legged firefighters
are here and they’re ready to
bleat back wildfire risks! The
Sacramento County Department
of Regional Parks is ramp-
ing up its multi-faceted strategy
to reduce wildfire risk, protect
wildlife habitats, and safeguard
both our natural resources and
the neighborhoods that border
our parks.

For its 2025 Fire Fuel
Reduction Action Plan, the
Department of Regional Parks
has lined up sheep and goat graz-
ing contracts, is utilizing park
maintenance crews (and other
manned crews through contracts
with the California Conservation
Corps and Sacramento Regional
Conservation Corps) to main-
tain firebreaks and is issuing
fuel reduction permits by request
to property owners bordering
Regional Park properties.

“Fire is an ever-present dan-
ger in our Regional Parks, and
with another moderately wet
winter and spring behind us, the
risk will only grow as vegeta-
tion dries out,” said Liz Bellas,
director of Regional Parks. “I’'m
incredibly proud of the proac-
tive work our staff and partners
are doing to stay ahead of these
risks. From hand crews and fire-
breaks to grazing programs and
community partnerships, we’re

Goats and sheep are ideal for vegetation management to help reduc h rbcus

over larger area d

in areas with difficult terrain that are difficult to maintain with manned crews. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County

doing everything we can to pro-
tect our parks and the people
who live near them.”

To reduce the potential num-
ber and size of wildfires in the
Sacramento County Regional
Parks system, a variety of fire
management techniques are
being implemented. Firebreaks,
a combination of mowing, soil
discing and herbicides will be
used where appropriate to create
perimeters around open fields,
along fence lines and behind

neighborhoods. This work is
scheduled to be completed by the
end of June.

Ladder Fuel Hand-Crews is
another technique. In limited,
hard-to-reach areas, hand crews
will remove vegetation that
could provide a path for a fire
to spread upward into tree cano-
pies, where it is much harder to
control.

Grazing is also being
employed as part of the vege-
tation management plan. There

are thousands of acres of natu-
ral landscapes in the Sacramento
County Regional Parks sys-
tem. Goats and sheep are ideal
for vegetation management to
help reduce herbaceous fuels
over larger areas and in areas
with difficult terrain that are dif-
ficult to maintain with manned
crews. Grazing is expected to
occur through the end of June
and some areas might be grazed
in the summer to manage late
emerging yellow star-thistle.

Residents can participate in
the fire management efforts
through annual encroachment
permits. Those who live adjacent
to Regional Parks’ properties can
apply for free annual encroach-
ment permits to maintain a
firebreak behind their property
line. These permits allow resi-
dents to string-trim herbaceous
vegetation up to 50 feet beyond
their private property line. To
request a permit, provide your
name, address and contact infor-
mation to Regional Parks at
parksinfo@SacCounty.gov.

In addition to these proven
fire-fuel reduction measures, our
Ranger Division is continuing its
education and enforcement cam-
paign related to illegal fires and
cooking along the parkway in an
effort to reduce the number of
new fire outbreaks.

Visitors to Sacramento County
Regional Parks should be
aware of the following regula-
tions. Open-flame fires are not
allowed and barbequing is only
permitted in designated picnic
areas. Smoking is only allowed
in developed picnic areas, on
asphalt surfaces, within golf
courses and on levee tops along
the American River Parkway.

Visit regionalparks.sac-
county.gov/Rangers/Pages/
FireRiskReduction.aspx to
learn more about the 2025 Fire
Fuel Reduction Action Plan for
Sacramento County Parks. If you
see a fire burning in our Regional
Parks, call 9-1-1. *

Sacramento Book Festival
Created for All Ages

Connections Academy at Gateway
Offers K-10 Virtual Schooling

The tuition-free virtual public charter program
1s now enrolling for the 2025-2026 school year

Catriona McPherson

California Writers Club-Sacramento
Branch News Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA (MPG) - Excitement
is growing throughout the regional read-
ing community about the May 31 inaugural
Sacramento Book Festival presented by the
California Writers Club-Sacramento Branch.

More than 130 local authors will tempt
readers with their books for adults and chil-
dren from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 31 at the
Shepard Garden and Arts Center adjacent
to McKinley Park, 3330 McKinley Blvd.,
East Sacramento. Authors from every neigh-
borhood in the Sacramento area will meet
readers.

In addition, popular authors of mystery,
thriller, romance, sci-fi/fantasy, historical
fiction and Black women’s literature will par-
ticipate in panel talks throughout the day.

The Kids Zone will host activities and
readings with children’s authors.

The schedule and information about the
attending authors, as well as on the festi-
val’s other activities, can be found online at
SacramentoBookFestival.com.

Festival volunteers briefly interviewed
three attending authors to whet reader
appetites: James Rollins, Sharon Johnson-
Fujimoto and Catriona McPherson.

Rollins, the No. 1 New York Times best-
selling author of international thrillers and
high fantasy, has sold more than 20-million
books.

One of the first authors on board with the
festival, Rollins shared his enthusiasm about
the event.

“While I’ve not ventured far from the
Sacramento Valley, having only moved
up to Tahoe, I look forward to returning to
my roots. My veterinary practice was in
the Greenhaven/Pocket area, so an event
at McKinley Park is like coming home,”
Rollins said. “At the festival, I'm glad to
share how a local veterinarian became an
author. And not just the author of one genre
of fiction but of two: action thrillers and
high fantasy. I still continue to write in both
fields, with ‘Arkangel’ being my latest Sigma
thriller and ‘A Dragon of Black Glass’ con-
tinuing a four-book fantasy series. Hopefully,
I’ also have further news about Sigma being
picked up by Amazon MGM for a streaming
series.”

Starting off the day in the Kids Zone will
be children’s author Fujimoto-Johnson.

James Rollins

Sharon Johnson-Fujimoto

Fujimoto-Johnson is a Japanese American
author-illustrator of two children’s picture
books, “The Mochi Makers” and “Shell-
Song: Based on a True Family Story.”

“The Mochi Makers” celebrates the joy of
a girl and her grandmother spending the day
making mochi together. “Shell-Song: Based
on a True Family Story” also focuses on
family and tradition by drawing on the expe-
riences of the author’s grandfather.

“When | was a young girl, I inherited my
grandfather’s seashell collection. He had col-
lected these shells in a Japanese American
incarceration camp in Hawaii during World
War 1l. My grandfather’s shells carried his
story across generations to me,” Fujimoto-
Johnson said. “It is such an honor to share his
story in my new book, ‘Shell-Song,’ the first
children’s book to address the incarceration
camps in Hawaii. Digitally collaged into the
artwork for this book are my grandfather's
actual shells (and) texture from my grand-
mother's wedding kimono.”

Sacramento gained one of its most well-
known authors, McPherson, when she
emigrated from Scotland.

"I write all over the mystery map: pre- and
post-WWII detective fiction and modern psy-
chological thrillers, all set in Scotland. It was
a concern when | immigrated to California,
let me tell you,” McPherson said. “Turns out
you lovely American readers have voracious
appetites for both. Thank you, Masterpiece
Theater, | reckon; between the period drama
and the Nordic Noir, I fit right in. That said,
I also write comic mysteries about a Scot
who's moved to a ‘fictional’ college town in
NorCal (it's Davis) and nothing makes me
happier than sharing them with local readers
who get all the references. | say it with love
... but I still say it."

McPherson will be part of the historical
fiction panel and signing.

The 130-plus authors will be seated at
tables, ready for visiting with readers of all
ages and sharing their tales.

Food will be available from the Ju-Ju
Burgers and ShakesFood Truck.

The Sacramento Book Festival’s host, the
California Writers Club-Sacramento Branch,
is celebrating its centennial year this year.
The California Writers Club-Sacramento
Branch has 175 members, aged 17 to the 90s.
For more information about the California
Writers Club-Sacramento Branch, go online
to cwcsacramentowriters.org. *

Connections Academy at Gateway
News Release

MCCLELLAN, CA (MPG) - Connections
Academy at Gateway, a program within
Community Collaborative Charter School that
is part of Gateway Community Charters, is a
new tuition-free online charter school program
that will begin operating for the 2025-2026
school year. Through this partnership, the
online program will provide innovative,
high-quality, standards-based educational
opportunities for all students. This program
will be open to students in grades K-10 living
in Amador, Contra Costa, El Dorado, Placer,
Sacramento, San Joaquin, Solano, Sutter,
and Yolo counties. Connections Academy at
Gateway is now enrolling for the 2025-2026
school year.

Connections Academy at Gateway will offer
families the nationally recognized Connections
Academy program and award-winning cur-
riculum. In collaboration with Community
Collabhorative Charter Schools, the online pro-
gram will combine California-credentialed
teachers, a rigorous, standards-aligned cur-
riculum, technology tools, and social
engagement to create a student-focused learn-
ing experience.

A common need expressed by many fam-
ilies is the desire for greater flexibility in the
learning environment. Connections Academy at
Gateway will meet the needs of students who
will benefit from the flexibility to fit school
into their lives and seek academic challenges
in line with state standards with a fully online
program. Teachers are trained to deliver instruc-
tion and provide individualized support to meet
each student’s academic needs and learning
preferences in a virtual environment. A parent,
or another adult “Learning Coach,” will play a
key role alongside the California-credentialed
teachers to set daily routines, monitor student
progress in the home, and track attendance.
Learning Coaches will be trained and supported
by robust resources and communication tools
designed to help families succeed.

The new online program will provide stu-
dents access to core classes and engaging
electives, as well as virtual clubs, field trips,
events, and activities throughout the year. The
flexible schedule allows students time to play
sports, explore art, volunteer, or pursue their
passions outside of the virtual classroom.

Families will benefit from Connections
Academy’s College and Early Career
Readiness program for middle and high
school students equipping them with dura-
ble skills like leadership, critical thinking, and
teamwork. Students can participate in career
exploration and industry networking opportu-
nities to build confidence, make connections,
and find direction to prepare for their future.

“Connections Academy at Gateway is an
exciting new partnership bringing the nation-
ally recognized Connections Academy

program to students in the Northern California
region through Gateway Community
Charters,” said Dr. Donna Hutchison, Vice
President for Educational Partnerships in
Pearson’s Virtual Learning division, which
delivers Connections Academy online learn-
ing solutions. “For over two decades, Gateway
Community Charters has been a leader in pro-
viding high-quality, innovative education,
and this collaboration expands those oppor-
tunities by offering a flexible, tuition-free
online learning option tailored to self-moti-
vated, tech-savvy students. Together, we are
committed to empowering families with a per-
sonalized approach to education that fosters
academic success and community connection.”

Connections Academy at Gateway will
serve a maximum of 500 students in grades
K-10 during its first year. As a public-school
program, there are no fees or tuition to attend
Connections Academy at Gateway and all stu-
dents are required to meet the same academic
standards and take the same assessments as
traditional public school students.

“We are thrilled to introduce Connections
Academy at Gateway, a program of our
Community Collaborative Charter School,
by expanding our commitment to providing
high-quality, innovative education options
for students across the Sacramento region
and beyond,” said Jason Sample, CEO and
Superintendent of Gateway Community
Charters. “By partnering with Connections
Academy, we are offering families a flexible,
personalized online learning experience that
empowers students with the skills and sup-
port they need to succeed in an ever-evolving
world.”

Interested families are encouraged to visit
the website at connectionsacademy.com/
california-gateway-online-school/ or call
1-833-591-0251 to learn more.

About Connections Academy at Gateway

Connections Academy at Gateway is a
tuition-free, online public charter school
for K-10 students in Northern California,
serving nine counties. Launching in the
2025-2026 school year in partnership with
Community Collaborative Charter School, it
offers a high-quality, accredited virtual edu-
cation through the nationally recognized
Connections Academy program. The school
emphasizes academic success, life skills,
and personalized support to help students
thrive and become confident, resilient learn-
ers. Learn more at connectionsacademy.com/
california-gateway-online-school.

About Gateway Community Charters

Community Collaborative Charter School
is part of Gateway Community Charters,
which has served families in Sacramento and
Yolo counties since 2003. Now operating nine
schools across 22+ locations, the organization
provides quality public school choices to over
5,800 students. Learn more at gcccharters.org
or call 916-286-5129. *
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License to Kill

By Robert Lewis,
CalMatters.org

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA (MPG)
- Ivan Dimov was convicted of
reckless driving in 2013, after flee-
ing police in Washington state while
his passenger allegedly dumped her-
oin out the window. Before that, he
got six driving under the influence
(DUI) convictions in California
over a six-year period. None of that
would keep him off the road.

The California Department of
Motor Vehicles reissued him a driv-
er’s license in 2017. The next year,
on Christmas Eve, he drove drunk
again, running stop signs and a traf-
fic light in midtown Sacramento,
going more than 80 miles per hour,
court records show. He T-boned
another car, killing a 28-year-old
man who was going home to feed
the cat before heading to his mom’s
for the holiday.

Kostas Linardos had 17 tickets,
including for speeding, reckless
driving and street racing, and had
been in four collisions. Then, in
November 2022, he gunned his Ram
2500 truck as he entered a Placer
County highway and slammed into
the back of a disabled sedan, kill-
ing a toddler, court records show.
He’s now facing felony manslaugh-
ter charges.

In December of last year, while
that case was open, the Department
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) renewed
his driver’s license.

The California Department of
Motor Vehicles routinely allows
drivers like these, with horrify-
ing histories of dangerous driving,
including driving under the influ-
ence, crashes and numerous tickets,
to continue to operate on our road-
ways, a CalMatters investigation
has found. Too often they go on to
kill. Many keep driving even after
they kill. Some go on to kill again.

With state lawmakers grappling
with how to address the death toll
on our roads, CalMatters wanted to
understand how California handles
dangerous drivers. We first asked
the district attorneys for all 58 coun-
ties to provide us with a list of their
vehicular manslaughter cases from
2019 through early last year. Every
county but Santa Cruz provided
the information.

Because California has no cen-
tralized court system and records
aren’t online, we then traveled to
courthouses up and down the state
to read through tens of thousands of
pages of files. Once we had defen-
dants’ names and other information,
we were able to get Department of
Motor Vehicles driver reports for
more than 2,600 of the defendants,
providing details on their recent col-
lisions, citations and license status.

The court records and driving his-
tories reveal a state so concerned
with people having access to motor
vehicles for work and life that it
allows deadly drivers to share our
roads, despite the cost. Officials
may call driving a privilege, but
they treat it as a right, often failing
to take drivers’ licenses even after
they kill someone on the road.

We found nearly 40% of the
drivers charged with vehicular man-
slaughter since 2019 have a valid
license.

That includes a driver with two
separate convictions for vehicu-
lar manslaughter, for crashes that
killed a 16-year-old girl in 2009
and a 25-year-old woman in 2020.
In July of last year, the Department
of Motor Vehicles issued him a driv-
er’s license.

The agency gave licenses to
nearly 150 people less than a year
after they allegedly killed someone
on the road, CalMatters found. And
many drivers accused of causing
roadway deaths don’t appear to have
stopped driving recklessly. Records
show that nearly 400 got a ticket or
were in another crash, or both, after
their deadly collisions.

“It is somewhat shocking to see
how much you can get away with
and still be a licensed driver in the
state of California,” Placer County
District Attorney Morgan Gire said.
“l don’t think anyone fully under-
stands what you need to do behind
the wheel to lose your driving
privilege.”

Almost as interesting as the infor-
mation in the drivers’ Department
of Motor Vehicles records is what’
not there.

Hundreds of drivers’ Department
of Motor Vehicles records

Valenzuela, CalMatters

simply don’t list convictions for
manslaughter or another crime
related to a fatal crash, we found.
The apparent error means some
drivers who should have their driv-
ing privileges suspended instead
show up in Department of Motor
Vehicles records as having a
valid license.

The cases we reviewed cut across
demographics and geography.
Defendants include farmworkers
and a farm owner. They include
off-duty police officers and peo-
ple with lengthy rap sheets, drivers
who killed in a fit of rage and others
whose recklessness took the lives of
those they loved most, high school
sweethearts, siblings and children.

The tragedies span this vast state.
From twisty two-lane mountain
roads near the Oregon border to the
dusty scrubland touching Mexico.
From the crowded streets of San
Francisco to the highways of the
Inland Empire. From Gold Country
to Timber Country, to Silicon
Valley, to the almond capital of the
world. So much death. More people
than are Killed by guns.

Dangerous drivers are able to
stay on the roads for many reasons.
The state system that targets motor-
ists who rack up tickets is designed
to catch clusters of reckless behav-
ior, not long-term patterns. And
while there are laws requiring the
Department of Motor Vehicles to
suspend a driver’s license for certain
crimes, like driving under the influ-
ence, there is no such requirement
for many vehicular manslaughter
convictions.

It’s often up to the Department
of Motor Vehicles whether to act.
Routinely, it doesn’t.

The Department of Motor
Vehicles declined to make its direc-
tor, Steve Gordon, who has been
in charge since Governor Gavin
Newsom appointed him in 2019,
available for an interview to discuss
our findings.

Chris Orrock, a Department
of Motor Vehicles spokesperson,
said the agency follows the law
when issuing licenses. “We use our
authority as mandated and as neces-
sary,” he said.

Even when the Department of
Motor Vehicles does take away
motorists’ driving privileges, state
officials, law enforcement and the
courts are often unable or unwill-
ing to keep them off the road. We
found cases where drivers racked
up numerous tickets while driving
on a suspended license and faced lit-
tle more than fines before eventually
causing a fatal crash, even though
authorities could have sent them
to jail.

Taking away someone’s driving
privilege is no small decision. It can
consign a family to poverty, affect-
ing job prospects, childcare and
medical decisions.

Still, the stakes couldn’t be
higher. More than 20,000 people
died on the roads of California from
2019 to early 2024.

Kowana Strong thinks part of the
problem is that lawmakers and reg-
ulators are too quick to treat fatal
crashes as an unfortunate fact of
life, as opposed to something they
can address.

Her son Melvin Strong the Third,
who went by his middle name,
Kwaun, was finishing college and
planning to start a master’s pro-
gram in kinesiology. He was killed
by Dimov, the driver with six
prior driving under the influence
convictions.

Kwaun was a bright and innocent
young man, she said, just starting

|

Jerrod Tejeda holds a framed pt of his daughter Cassi Tejeda, at his home in Visalia on March 6. Photo by Larry

!

CassiTejeda and Courtney Kendall. Photo courtesy of Butte County District Attorney

his life.

“It’s just another accident as far
as they’re concerned,” Kowana
Strong said.

Young people think they’re invin-
cible. It’s the old who know how
unfair life is, Jerrod Tejeda said.

His daughter Cassi Tejeda was
just 22. She was months from grad-
uating from Chico State with a
bachelor’s degree in history and a
plan to be a teacher. Outgoing and
athletic, she wanted to travel, see
the world and make her own life.

She had a girlfriend who was
visiting. Courtney Kendall was 24
and a student at Louisiana State
University.

On a Sunday afternoon in January
2022, a Volvo sports utility vehicle
(SUV) topping speeds of 75 miles
per hour ran a red light and smashed
into their Jeep, court records show.
The collision killed them both.

“The most difficult part, besides
the incident, is every day that
goes by you’re always wondering
what if. What would they be doing
today?” Jerrod Tejeda said. “Would
they be married? Would they have
developed into the career that they
chose? Where would she be living?”

Tanya Kendall lamented not
being there to protect her daughter,
hold her hand or say goodbye.

“Instead, | was left with the
unbearable task of choosing what
outfit she would be buried in. Buried,
Your Honor. Not the gown she
would wear to her graduation from
Louisiana State University, the one
she will never attend,” the mother
wrote in a letter to a Butte County
judge. She added that she and her
husband stood in their daughter’s
place, accepting her diploma.

Such pain was preventable.

The driver of the Volvo, Matthew
Moen, had a blood alcohol level
more than three times the legal
limit, according to court filings. And
it wasn’t his first time drinking and
driving. Moen was caught driving
drunk in Oregon in 2016. He never
completed the requirements of a
diversion program and had an out-
standing warrant at the time of the
fatal crash, the Butte County district
attorney’s office said. In January
2020, he was convicted of driv-
ing under the influence in Nevada
County for driving with a blood
alcohol level more than twice the
legal limit, given a couple of weeks
in jail and put on probation for three
years.

His license was valid at the time
of the fatal 2022 crash, records
show.

Across the country, states grap-
ple with how to effectively spot and
punish drivers who could be a dan-
ger on the road. Often they rely on
a basic point system, with drivers

accruing points for various types
of traffic violations and thresholds
for when the state will take away
a motorist’s driving privileges.
But like many, California has such
high limits that drivers with a pat-
tern of reckless behavior can avoid
punishment.

The state suspends a driver’s
license for accumulating four points
in a year, six points in two years or
eight points in three years. What
does it take to get that many points?
Using a cellphone while driving is
zero points. A speeding ticket is a
point. Vehicular manslaughter is
two points.

Between March 2017 and March
2022, Trevor Cook received two
citations for running red lights,
got two speeding tickets and was
deemed responsible for two col-
lisions, including one in which
someone was injured, court records
show. (A third red light ticket was
dismissed.) At-fault collisions
add a point to a driver’s license,
according to the Department of
Motor Vehicles. But the incidents
were spaced out enough that none
resulted in a suspension.

So Cook had a valid license
on April 14, 2022, just a month
after his last speeding ticket, when
he blew through a Yolo County
stop sign at more than 100 miles
per hour.

At that exact moment, Prajal
Bista passed through the intersec-
tion on his way to work after dinner
and a movie with his wife, accord-
ing to details of the crash that
prosecutors included in court fil-
ings. Bista was driving the speed
limit and on track to make it to work
30 minutes early.

The force of the collision nearly
split Bista’s Honda Civic in half.
Investigators determined Bista had
been wearing his seat belt, but the
crash tore it apart. They found his
body 75 feet from the intersection.

On March 28, 2024, Cook
pleaded no contest to felony vehic-
ular manslaughter.

Just a month later, on April 30,
the Department of Motor Vehicles
issued Cook his current driver’s
license, agency records show. Less
than two weeks after that, he got a
ticket for disobeying a traffic signal.

Melinda Aiello, chief deputy
district attorney in Yolo County,
said her office didn’t know any-
thing about the new license or the
red light ticket until contacted by
CalMatters. What’s more, the man-
slaughter conviction, like hundreds
of others we found, isn’t listed on
Cook’s driving record.

Cook’s license was still listed
as valid in California Department
of Motor Vehicles records as of
early 2025. But for now, he’s off

the roadways. Last summer, Cook
started serving time in state prison.

“It’s stunning to me that eight
months later, his license is still
showing as valid and the conviction
for killing someone while driving is
not reflected in his driving record,”
Aiello said. “You killed some-
body. I’d think there might be some
license implications.”

Orrock, the Department of
Motor Vehicles spokesperson, said
he couldn’t speak directly to why
SO many convictions are missing.
But, he said, “we acknowledge
that the process and coordination
between the judicial system and the
Department of Motor Vehicles must
continually evolve to address any
gaps that have been identified. And
we’re looking into that.”

Roughly 400 drivers accused
of causing a fatal crash since 2019
received a ticket, got in another
collision or did both after the date
they allegedly killed someone on
the road. (The reports don’t show
whether the drivers were found at
fault, only that they were involved
in an accident.) That’s about
15% of the drivers for whom we
could get Department of Motor
Vehicles reports.

Drivers like William Beasley.

From 2011 to 2016, Beasley col-
lected five speeding tickets and a
citation for running a red light in
Sacramento County, court records
show. Then around 9 a.m. on a
sunny Tuesday in October 2019, he
killed a man.

William and Deborah Hester were
crossing the street to go to a dentist
appointment at a veterans facil-
ity when Beasley’s silver pickup
sped toward them. They thought
they would make it across. But the
truck didn’t stop. At the last min-
ute, William Hester shoved his
wife out of the way. She heard the
truck smash into her hushand’s body
and screamed, according to court
records.

Beasley still didn’t stop. He fled
the area and tried to hide his truck.
Investigators used nearby cameras
and license plate readers to track
him down days later. Beasley admit-
ted to being in a collision.

He later pleaded no contest in
Sacramento to hit-and-run and mis-
demeanor vehicular manslaughter. A
probation report in the case revealed
Beasley was nearly blind in his
left eye.

“Mr. Hester is with me every
moment of my life,” Beasley said in
an interview. “I took away a father,
a grandfather, a hushand, and they
consider me a murderer. That’s not
who | am.”

“My accident with Mr. Hester
was just that, an accident. Nothing
more,” he said, adding that he
worked as a courier for years and
sometimes got speeding tickets
because he was rushing.

In May 2020, the Department of
Motor Vehicles took away his driv-
ing privileges.

In November 2022, Beasley got
his license back, “because I could
and | needed to,” he said, adding
that people deserve second chances,
particularly for accidents.

Almost immediately, less than
three weeks after getting his license,
he was in another collision, his
Department of Motor Vehicles
report shows. In early 2024, he got
in yet another. His license was sus-
pended when his car insurance was
canceled, records show.

“It makes no sense to me that
they would give him a license and
give him the opportunity to hurt
someone else,” said Loriann Hester
Page, William Hester’s daughter.

Her father’s death broke the fam-
ily, she said. He drove a tank in the
Army, played guitar in a band, and
liked to ride horses.

“My dad was such a wonder-
ful, kind man,” she said. “He would
always walk in a room and wanted
to make everyone smile.”

Beasley said he doesn’t plan to
drive again.

“l am 75 years old,” he said. “I
am blind in one eye. | have had a
situation where a man was killed, he
lost his life. | am not going to repeat
that situation at all.”

This is the first piece in a series
about how California lets danger-
ous drivers stay on the road. Sign
up for our License to Kill newslet-
ter to be notified when the next story
comes out and to get more behind-
the-scenes information from our
reporting. *
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Concerts in the Park

Concerts In The Park will feature over
35 local and national bands at Cesar
Chavez Plaza. The free shows start at 6
p.m. Upcoming headliners are:

May 30 — Phantogram

June 6 — Dexter and the Moonrocks

June 13 — The Expendables

June 20 — Winona Fighter

June 27 — Jackie Greene

Area Museum Experiences
A sampling of must-see and must-do
experiences and special activations
offered by local museums include the
following:

four decades of powerful activist print-
making in “Mission Grafica: Reflecting
a Community in Print,” a striking exhi-
bition that showcases the rich legacy of
Mission Gréafica, a renowned community
print center in San Francisco. Featuring
42 vibrant screenprints from influential
artists such as Carmen Lomas Garza,
Rupert Garcia, and Favianna Rodriguez,
the exhibit explores themes of cul-
tural celebration, political resistance,
and social justice—from gentrifica-
tion and gender equality to international
solidarity. June 8-Sept. 14. Details at
californiamuseum.org.

California Automobile Museum

comprehensive history of the Mustang,
from when it first hit the roads in 1965 to
the current era of Mustangs.
Highlighting stories from prolific
names in Mustang history like Saleen,
Shelby and lacocca. Interactive experi-
ences and digital displays showcase the
iconic Mustang image over the decades.
Details atcalautomuseum.org.
California State Railroad Museum-
The Chinese Railroad Workers’
Experience offers visitors a view of
the Chinese workers who built the
western portion of the nation’s first
Transcontinental Railroad. Marginalized
by history, the Chinese workers were more

Details at californiarailroad.museum.
For more on Sacramento area museum
offerings, visit sacmuseums.org.

Elks Lodge 6 Calendar of Events
Elks Lodge 6 Sunday Breakfast, 8:30
am-11 am; $15 tax included.
Yoga, Monday 12 p.m., Wednesday
3:30 p.m. Lodge members free.
Martial Arts, Monday 5 p.m.
Pickleball, Monday, Wednesday, 9

a.m.-12 p.m.; Thursday, 4:30-7:30 p.m.;

Sunday, 4-7 p.m.
Karaoke Nights,

Saturdays, 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night Dinner, 5:30 to 7

Thursdays and

California Museum — Experience

— Sixty Years of Mustang. A

than a nameless group of laborers.

p.m. See elks6.net for weekly menu.

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

Serving Sacramento for more than 25 years

FREE Consultation
916-422-6639

N
!sﬂ MNARI

CONSTRUCTION INC

Remodeling and Design
LIC# 480492

LYTLE{

* Additions

* Kitchens

* Bathrooms

* Custom Cabinetry

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

www.lytleconstruction.com

Spring Yard Clean-up Specials!

+HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
*RAIN GUTTER CLEANING Call LESTER
(916) 838-1247

* CONCRETE REMOVAL
*HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
Lic#128758/Ref
Clean out your garage! Replacethat old lawn! ,&%
Hard work—not a problem!

+ PRESSURE WASHING
Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
SPECIALSFOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

N1067189 coG"ET“nEARcA'r I-on
?3 1 REMODELING
Specializing in:

\_A
ALBERTE -

CONSTRUCTION INC Painting

S I e
Certified Home Inspector CA NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Retrofit windows/doors
Bathroom remodels
Concrete

ANTHONY ALBERTE | (916) 968-9363

alberteconstructioninc1 @ gmail.com

ROONEY’SPLUMBING
FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

456-7777

rooneysplumbing.com

License #683668

for Diabetic Test Strips
and Supplies

We pick up and pay you
CASH ON THE SPOT!

Call 916-505-4673 Now'!

SMOOT LANDSCAPING
LANDSCAPES & DESIGN

: CONCRETE OUTDOOR LIGHTING IRRIGATIONSYSTEM

916-454-1300

www.SmootLandscaping.com

Lic#633224; Serving Sacramento since 1982
Recognized in the Sacramento Bee,
Street of Dreams & Garden Tours of East Sacramento

RESTORE YOUR FLOOR
HARDWOOD FLOORING

Revive

Restore Refinish
Hardwood, Laminate, and Viny

New Installation & Repairs ) * Sand & Finish
Family Tradition Since 1957 | = Repairs
Lic. #794448 = New Installatlons

sacramentohardwood.com - Recoating

1.800.725.3320 916.342.6596

Prime Quality Maintenance
* GUTTER CLEANING

* Window Cleaning
(inside/out/screens washed)

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

* Pressure Washing
(all surface areas)

+ Junk Removal/Hauling
* Landscape Maintenance

Call or Text Jesse: 916 417-4231

CSL# 996271

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

Reasonable Residential & Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie'sList

Cell: 213-3740

Neil Mclintire— C.S.L # 394307

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

| specialize in all areas of home improvement !
Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

Co2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement - Door Bells
Grab Bar Instalations - Secutity Doors - Sprinkler Repair & New Valves
Carpentry Electrical - Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation
Fix leaks of all types
Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

nososToosmaLLr  Call Eric (916) 470-3488

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS
~ - & PIPE LINING

Install a Water/Electric
line under your
existing driveway!

SEWER PROBLEMS’? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com

yellg.com

N e rej#illinithe/#2{husiness s

Off (916) 488-1215 Lic #754886

DVANCED WINDOWS & GLASS
NEW WINDOWS - REPAIRS + GLASS

* GLASS * SCREENS GREAT PRICES * FRIENDLY SERVICE
*DOORS  * SHOWERS ALL REPAIRS * GLASS - WINDOWS
* MIRRORS « WINDOWS ALL TYPES OF DOORS

FREE ESTIMATES RESIDENTAL o COMMERCIAL
LIC #874072 (916)459-0430

MONTHLY/

BIWEEKLY ACCTS. : -
1X CLEANOUTS : , FIVE-STAR REVIEWS

FREE ESTIMATES ' j (209)701-9664

LEGAL ADS FOR SACRAMENTO COUNTY?

Call (916) 773-1111

to advertise with us today!

l\@ Messenger Publishing Group

Need to Advertise?

Let Linda help you get the word out

(916) 619.81890) (916) 524.9184()
lindapohl2@gmail.com

Arden ¢ Carmichael « East Sacramento
Land Park ¢ Pocket

Brighten a Senior’s Day

Volunteer with Meals on Wheels Sacramento County
We need compassionate volunteers to deliver meals, support our community cafes,
or help with clerical tasks. Your kindness helps our elderly neighbors maintain
independence and dignity through improved nutrition.

For more information and to sign up,
visit mowsac.org or call (916) 444-9533.
Be the reason someone smiles today.
Volunteer with us and make a heartfelt difference.

i

MEALS enWHEELS
SACRAMENTO COUNTY

PINN/ CLE
- EMPLOYEE SERVICES

HR | Payroll | Benefits

916=-760-7227

PAYROLL and

- HR Support
$Z99 a month

Only available for businesses with up to 10 employees

We specialize in small and
mid-sized businesses. Offering
 comprehensive and intuitive
/ payroll and HR solutions.

DIRECT DEPOSIT
QUARTERLY TAXES FILING
PAYROLL TAXES PAY
ACCRUAL TRACKING
FILING AND REPORTING
PAYROLL APP

HR COMPLIANCE

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

Land Park News is a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,

email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to

email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please

Publisher”. If you do not have

Land Park News

Serving Arden Arcade and Sacramento County since 1993

Itis the intent of the Land Park News to strive for an
objective point of view in the reporting of news and
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed
on these pages are those of the authors and
cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions of
the publisher or our contributors.

The Land Park News is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the Land Park News are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to Land Park News,
7144 Fair Oaks Blvd. Suite 5, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The Land Park News is published twice a month.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Call Linda Pohl for advertising or other inquiries
at(916) 619-8189.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

mre &

CIRCULATION

VERIFICATION

COUNCIL
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SacRT Launches Tap2Ride
Contactless Fare Payment Option

General Manager/CEO.
“Tap2Ride is a major step
forward in modernizing

Sacramento Regional
Transit District News

Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
The Sacramento
Regional Transit District
(SacRT) is introducing a
new, easier way for rid-
ers to pay their fares. On
April 1, SacRT launched
Tap2Ride, a contactless
fare payment system on all
buses and SacRT GO para-

(MPG) -

transit service vehicles.

With Tap2Ride, riders
can use their contactless
debit or credit cards or
mobile wallets to quickly
and securely pay their fare
when boarding. This elim-
inates the need for cash or
paper tickets, making tran-
sit more convenient than
ever before. Cash, along
with all other current forms
of valid fare, will continue

to be accepted.

“SacRT is committed to
making transit easier and
more accessible for every-
one,” said Henry Li, SacRT

our fare payment system,
giving riders the speed and
convenience they expect In
while improving efficiency
across our network.”
Since April 1, riders
can tap their contactless
Visa or Mastercard credit/
debit card or mobile wallet
(smartphone or watch) on
Tap2Ride devices installed
on all SacRT vehicles.
Phase 1 of the Tap2Ride
program offers riders the
benefits of daily fare cap-
ping and 90- minute free
transfers between bus
routes similar to Connect
Card. Riders simply tap
their contactless payment
option to the device upon
boarding the bus and the
Tap2Ride system will
select the best fare (single
ride or daily pass) based
on their travel for the day.
Riders can also continue
to use contactless payment
at light rail station vending

machines.

automatically.

“Cal-ITP is proud to
partner with SacRT in
making transit fare pay-
ments more convenient and
said Gillian
Gillett, Chief of Caltrans’
Data and Digital Services
Division and Program
Manager of California
Integrated Mobility. “This
system enhances mobil-
ity by offering a secure,
seamless way for rid-
ers to pay while ensuring
those who qualify for
discounts receive them

accessible,”

automatically.”
Eligible

During this
phase, fare transfer benefits
between bus and light rail
will not be available when
using Tap2Ride.

late 2025, SacRT
will launch Phase 2 of
Tap2Ride, allowing rid-
ers to transfer seamlessly
between buses and light
rail using the same contact-
less payment method, with
transfer benefits applied

riders can

receive a 50% discount
on basic fares through
Tap2Ride. Discounts are
securely linked to a rid-
er’s contactless payment
card through the California
Integrated Travel Project
(Cal ITP) web tool, allow-
ing for automatic fare
reductions without the
need for in-person verifi-
cation. Riders can apply
for their discount online at
benefits.calitp.org.
"Digital ID is an import-
ant component of smarter
and better-connected pub-

¥
card/device below
e o tafdgostivo 8o

9 L5T 8 4TH T (we) - 1750 203

lic services,” said State
Chief Information Officer
and Director of the
California Department of
Technology Liana Bailey
Crimmins. “California’s
Digital ID Framework is
making it easier for rid-
ers to access the benefits
they’re entitled to, no
paperwork and no hassle,
just a giant step toward a
future where digital ser-
vices make life easier for
everyone.”

District

fares,

count

Tap2Ride offers a fast
and easy way to pay for

their card or mobile wal-
let to board, eliminating
the need for cash or paper
tickets. The program also
provides secure discount
verification, allowing eli-
gible riders to link their
payment card to their dis-

This new Tap2Ride contactless fare payment device is now on
all SacRT buses. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Regional Transit

For added flexibility, rid-
ers can continue to use the
Connect Card or ZipPass
app if they prefer.

All of SacRT’s current
payment methods are still
available, and Tap2Ride
serves as an additional
option for fare payment.

For more information,
please visit sacrt.com/
tap2ride. *

riders simply tap

through Cal-ITP.

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Announcements Concrete Home Improvement Automotive Real Estate

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP
REPLACEMENT SURGERY
and suffered an infection due
to use of a Bair Hugger (Blue
Blanket), between 2020 and
the present time, you may be
entitled to compensation. Call
attorney Charles H. Johnson
(800) 535-5727 (ca-scan)

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Visit: mpg8.com

Autos Wanted

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic
Hearts' programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own
business. Call 24/7: 1-855-
408-6546 (Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no desea-
do? Donelo a Patriotic Hearts!
Recogida rapida y gratuita
en los 50 estados. Patriot-
ic Hearts ofrece programas
para ayudar a los veteranos a
encontrar trabajo o iniciar su
propio negocio. Llama aho-
ra: 1-855- 408-7368 (24/7)

(Cal-SCAN)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-491-2884 today!
(Cal-SCAN) (Ca-SCAN)

Cellular Plans

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information,
call 1-844-908-0605. (Cal-Scan)

Concrete

3DR CONCRETE
All your concrete needs.
Bobcat services, driveway
repair. Comm & Res.
Lic # 968987 insured
(209)570-7304

SONDROL
CONCRETE

25+ years experience.
All types of finishes.

Patios, driveways, slabs
Walkways, Spa pads.

Tear out/
Replace Tractor work.
Written estimates.
Lic. # 778034

916-955-1083

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

*Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
sLandscape installation
and Design
*Sodding, *Planting
«Irrigation *Retaining Walls
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

emailElverperez@att.net
Lic #14-00016214

EG Rentals

1Bd 1 Baall Util. $1950
2 Bd 1 BaWGS $2100
Town Estate, Appliances
No Smoking, No Pets
1st, Sec. 916-718-0007

Financial

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $10,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-435-
4860 (Cal-SCAN)

e
ppor
I
Military

Kings tickets

Best Seats in G1 for the $

Section 218 RowB 7 & 8

Private box area 1st row
balcony halfcourt; 16 folding
chairs in one row. No one in

front or behind. Buy direct

save $ 916-595-5379

Health/Wellness

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-888-
256-9155 (CalSCAN

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
*Electrical *Plumbing
*Fencing *Fans *Decks
*Doors *Windows «Tile
Flooring «Trim base-
board *Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture <Painting
sLighting *Concrete
*Sprinkler Repair
*Framing and more'

All phases of hol
repair & any constructlon

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured

(916)287-6164

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-712-
3809. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you
call! (Cal-SCAN)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply) Subject
to change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) Call
1-833-985-4766. (Cal-SCAN)

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1888-989-5749

(Cal-SCAN)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-252-9868 (ca-scan)

Home Warranty

Don't Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANC-
ES. We stand by our service
and if we can't fix it, we'll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fits
your budget! Call:1-855-411-
1731 (CalSCAN)

Insurance/Health

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-844203-2677 www.
dental50plus.com/calnews

#6258 (Cal-SCAN)

CANCER INSURANCE. Lump
Sum Benefit of up to $50K. Af-
fordable Coverage. Don't wait
for the unexpected. Call us
Today 805-683-3636. CA Lic#
0773817 (cai-scan)

Yard sale? Garage Sale?
Advertise in your local
community newspaper

Call (916) 773-1111

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Direct and get your
first free months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN) (Cal-SCAN)

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Specializing In: e Check Engine

e QOil Changes Light Diagnosis

* Smog Repair e Tires

* Smog Inspection * Tune-Up

e Safety Inspection e Batteries

e Transmission Service © 30, 60, 90K Service

* Brakes * Brake &

e Wheel Alignment Lamp Station
Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796

N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

® 4 '

[ ETk Grove Bivd |

STATION

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

1981 License # 407605
A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,
Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday
916-531-2793 Cell

Tile Repairs

Junk Removal Landscaping

RETIRED COUPLE

HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*
V.LP, TRUST DEED COMPANY

Buys T.D.s and Buys

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

principal (818) 248-0000 sroker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans

Lends on Partial Interests

ighe interest rates, points & fees

PREMIER?*‘ Se Hatla
ROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848
e ROOF REPAIR e NEW ROOFS

e ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING
e COMPLETE RE-ROOF  CELL 209.810.6233

1premierroofing@gmail.com

SACRAMENTO VALLEY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- NEW ROOF « GUTTER
INSTALL REMOVAL
* TEAR OFF & & INSTALL
REROOF *GUTTER REPAIR
« ROOF REPAIR *GUTTER GUARD
* OVERLAY ROOF & INSTALL
INSTALL - DOWNSPOUTS
*DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
*SEAMLESS - CUSTOM
GUTTER INSTALL COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M., FOREMAN/OPERATOR
LIC# 1072137

Tractor Work

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

«Excavations «Utility Trenching sFoundations-All types
sLaser Grading & Dozer work <Driveways <Building
Pads <Drainage-All Types
*Field Mowing / Firebreaks <Flail +Bushog
*Septic System Installation «Drilling *Foundations
*Post *Tree holes *Trenching elIrrigation
«Drainage *Rototilling *Disking
License #919198 & Insured
Michael- 916-747-9667 Bill- 916-869-1019

MS Hauling BRILLIANT LANDSCAPE
Junk R | Artificial Turf | Fencing
Unk Remova Retaining Wall | Concrete
«Garage Cleanouts Drainage | Irrigation
*Yard Debris Planting | Tree Trimming
oE-Waste 209-251-9387
Mention this ad and er 1o
receive 15% offl YARD CLEAN UP
Sod installation
Call (916)207-5702 Landscape installation
License # 778034 '—aW”ngO""'”g services
nce repair
Call for free estimate
Landscaping 916-271-7265
CREATE YOUR YARD CLEANUP &
PARADISE DECORATIVE ROCK
One time cleanup prun-
ing. Also bark, weed
control, sod, seed, prun-
ing, sprinkler systems,
Winter Yard Cleanups, hauling, etc. Mobile
Complete Landscape homes, gommermal
Design/ Installation, or residential.
Sprinkler System Local gardener.
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Work, 951;?-620652-3391(?0?
Fence Installation, el

Retaining Walls-

All Types, Drainage Miscellaneous
Systems-all types,
Landscapelighting.  pip vou KNOW Newspa-
Residential/ commercial  per-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeat-
American Landscape Design ed, condensed. broadcast

& Installation. Est 1987
American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

(916)612-0776

Lic#690968

tweeted, discussed, posted,
copied, edited, and emailed
countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover
the Power of Newspaper Ad-
vertising. For a free brochure
call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com  (ca-scan)

Small  Christian  church
seeks similar group/nonprofit
to use facility and help with
monthly rent. ADA-compliant,
modern bldg. nr. Sr. Ctr. Ap-
prox. 2400 sq ft wiwelcoming
sanctuary, kitchen, 2 offices,
restrooms. Contact Rev. Dex-
ter McNamara: (916) 683-1435

Shelton

Painting,

Inc.

* Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

* Dry Wall Repair

Free Estimates or dexmena@yahoo.com.
(209) 745-7897 _
3 Generations of Quality Painters Roofin g
H#OOR019
[ " dactercart. (SO —oTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

Real Estate

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-

pany www.viploan.com Call ')

1-818-248-0000. Broker-prin- | BBB Since 1975
i I

cipal DRE 01041073. No | — V¥ Lic #302302

consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)
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Neil Nayyar Now Plays
130 Instruments

By Sean P Thomas
MPG Staff

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - Few
musicians can claim to
have mastered more instru-
ments than most can name,
but Neil Nayyar is no ordi-
nary artist.

Born and raised in
Elk Grove, Nayyar has
achieved widespread rec-
ognition for his rare and
extraordinary talent: By the
age of 13, he had already
set a world record for
playing 107 musical instru-
ments, a number that has
since grown to an astonish-
ing 130.

His journey began long
before he could walk,
inspired by a simple line
in a book his father read
during Nayyar’s time in
the womb. Today, Nayyar
is not only a multi-instru-
mentalist, but also a singer
in multiple languages, an
author and a live performer
who blends genres.

In this conversation
with MPG staffer Sean P.
Thomas, Nayyar opens
up about the origins of
his musical abilities, the
challenges of picking
up unusual instruments
like the theremin, the
vision behind his album
“Breaking Barriers” and
what continues to drive his
creative exploration.

ST: You play an
incredible number of
instruments, most than
I’m sure most can name.
How did that all begin?

Neil Nayyar: It actu-
ally started when | was in
the womb. My dad ran-
domly picked a book from
the library, and it men-
tioned that if you played
Mozart’s music to a baby
in the womb, the child

might become a musician.
My parents tried it. Then
when | was 6, they took
me to a free drum class.
After just one lesson, | was
playing fluidly like a pro.
Then after that my par-
ents decided to challenge
me and gave me another
instrument, which was
the guitar, and after learn-
ing the guitar, I went to the
piano, to the flute, to the
saxophone, on and on and
on. Then at the age of 12,
I set my first world record
playing 44 musical instru-
ments in 2017. | later broke
my own record by playing
107 instruments in 2019.
Now, | can play 130.

Q: Most people can’t
even name 50 instru-
ments. How do you find
all these different ones?

A: Many came from
local music stores in
Sacramento and Elk Grove
like Music Go Round,
Tim’s Music and Klein
Music. Some rarer instru-
ments I’ve had to order
online, sometimes from
international shops.

Q: Your latest album,
“Breaking Barriers,”
uses a wide variety of
instruments. How did
you approach putting it
together?

A: My mentor, Mr.
Prasanna, who is actually
a world-renowned guitar-
ist, said, “Hey, Neil, how
about you make an album
with all your instruments?”
| decided to create each
song from each genre,
across different genres and
cultures. We decided, for
example, to have like an
Arabic song with Arabic
instruments, a Chinese
song with Chinese instru-
ments, Indian song with
Indian instruments, and so

forth.

The hardest part when
recording in the studio
was that | had to bring 10
instruments at a time to
the studio. Record all 10
instruments, go back to
my home, bring another 10
instruments, go back to this
studio, record them. Go
back and forth. That was
the crazy part. recording,
going home, and repeating
the process.

One track, “Exploring
Worlds,” now that song it
has all 107 instruments in
one track and that is the
longest track on this album
just under 10 minutes. It
has three genres, start-
ing with a pop and rock
feel, going into Irish and
going into another differ-
ent genre.

Q: You also sing in
multiple languages. How
did that come about?

A: | said | wanted to
try something differ-
ent; | wanted to see how |
would sound if I were sing-
ing different languages. |
tried singing, | think a lit-
tle bit of Spanish, that
worked out; | tried read-
ing Chinese. | tried doing
Hindi, or Ukrainian or
other types of languages.
And | said, “Wow, | guess
it’s possible” and people
kind of liked it, too. It’s a
rare thing to see: someone
singing in that language
even though they are not
from that country.

Q: Do you have a
favorite instrument?

A: It would have to be
the sitar. It’s a string instru-
ment from India, famously
played by this popular
guru in India called Ravi
Shankar. The sound is very
different.

It has its own different

&) R T <) T

Neil Nayyar will perform at the Sacramento County Fair on May 24 and the California State Fair

on Jul 12. Photos courtesy of Neil Nayyar

Neil Nayyar plays his favorite instrument, the sitar.

frequencies or vibrations.
It has this kind of twangy
sound. It has also been
used by many bands,
actually, for instance
the Beatles, The Who,
the Rolling Stones and
Metallica.

Q: Was there an
instrument that really
challenged you?

A: The theremin. It’s an
electric instrument with
two antennas. That was a
tough one. So, you have,
on the right, you have one
antenna for changing the
note, and on the left, you
have another antenna,
which is changing, like,
the volume of the note.
The hard part is standing
still because if you move
one inch here or there, then
the sound will change and

then you have to return the
whole thing. You can only
move your wrist up and
down,

Q: You were born and
raised in Elk Grove;
what’s the music scene
like there?

A: Yes, both born and
raised. My singing teacher,
Raquela Burt, is based
here and also produced
my album. She has really
inspired me and has been
really helpful on my musi-
cal journey. | took my
first drum class through
Cosumnes Community
Services District, which
led me to New Songs
Music School in Elk
Grove. That’s where things
really took off.

Q: Is there an instru-
ment you haven’t been

able to get your hands on
yet?

A: The Bandura, a
Ukrainian string instru-
ment similar to a harp.
It’s quite large and hard to
find, especially because of
the ongoing war. I’ve been
searching for it for two
years now.

Q: What’s next for
you?

A: I've got several
upcoming performances:

May 24 — Sacramento
County Fair at 12 p.m.

May 29 — AARP vir-
tual event for API Heritage
Month

July 12 - California
State Fair at 5 p.m.

Sept. 5 — National
anthem performance at
Sacramento River Cats
game.

On top of that, | pub-
lished a book titled
“Passion to Exploration of
107 Sound Machines.” It
showcases each instrument
I play, with illustrations,
history and how to play
them.

I wrote it because so
many people—sometimes
from countries these instru-
ments originate from—had
never even seen them.

That surprised me and
inspired me to share their
stories. %
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Pony Express Rides from Sacramento to St. Joseph

National Pony Express
Association News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The
Annual Re-Ride of the historic Pony
Express mail service will be con-
ducted from June 11 through June
21 by the National Pony Express
Association (NPEA).

The event, celebrating the 165th
year anniversary of “the Pony”, will
start in Sacramento and end in the
city of St. Joseph in Missouri, travel-
ing west to east this year.

Personal and commemorative let-
ters will be carried in a mochila (a
leather square that is placed over
the saddle with four locked cantinas
to hold the mail) by horse and rider
relays from the Sacramento River to
the Missouri River.

The first rider will depart Old
Sacramento at 2 p.m. (Pacific Time
Zone) on June 11, and the last rider
is scheduled to arrive at the Patee
House in St. Joseph, Missouri, at
7:30 p.m. (Central Daylight Time)
on June 21.

The route will follow the Pony
Express National Historic Trail, a
component of the National Trails
System. The mail will travel 1966
miles across California, Nevada,
Utah, Wyoming, Colorado,
Nebraska, and Kansas to Missouri.

Approximately 600 member rid-
ers from the National Pony Express
Association’s eight state divisions
will ride relay-style, 24 hours a day,
until the mochila is delivered in St.
Joseph, Missouri. Each rider will
take the Pony Express Oath prior to
riding with the mochila, just as the
riders did in 1860.

The annual Re-Ride is a 10-day,
24 hours-a-day event honoring
the Central Overland California
and Pikes Peak Express Company.
The company carried letters and
telegrams from April 1860 to
November 1861, between St. Joseph
and Sacramento, proving the cen-
tral route through Salt Lake City
was passable year-round. Their
intent was to win a federal mail con-
tract, which unfortunately never
materialized.

Are you interested in

The first rider will depart OI Sacramento at 2p.m. (PacifiTime Zone) on June 11, and the last rider is scheduled

to arrive at the Patee House in St. Joseph, Missouri, at 7:30 p.m. (Central Daylight Time) on June 21.

participating in the annual Re-Ride?
Get your mount legged up to ride
a leg in the annual Re-Ride. Reach
out to a state president near you and
find out about riding in this year's
Re-Ride. Several states have ride
sections available; come experience
the thrill of being a Pony Express
rider! For more information, visit
the state officer directory online
at nationalponyexpress.org/about/
national-directory/.

Send a letter through the Pony
Express! The commemorative let-
ters carried this year will be a
vignette of Pony Express history
in Nevada. Letters can be pur-
chased by the public for the 1860
price of $5 each. Personal letters
are also available for $10 each. All
letters will be carried on horseback
from Sacramento to St. Joseph,
Missouri. They will be stamped as
having been officially carried by
Pony Express and then delivered
via the United States Postal Service.
The letter application form can be
obtained by downloading it from the
National Pony Express Association
website at nationalponyexpress.org/
re-ride/send-a-letter/.

During the Re-Ride, updates
and information about the prog-
ress across the Pony Express trail
can be found at facebook.com/
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During the Re-Ride, updates and information about the progress across the

Pony Express trail can be found at facebook.com/expressrider/ Photo courtesy NPEA.
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The AnnuaIRe-Ride of the historic Pony Express mail service will be

conducted from June 11 through June 21 by the National Pony Express
Association (NPEA). Photos courtesy of the National Pony Express Association (NPEA)

The mail will travel 1966 miles
across California, Nevada, Utah,
Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, and
Kansas to Missouri.

expressrider/. A Global Positioning
System (GPS) device will be car-
ried in the mochila that will transmit
real-time location of the mail.

The National Pony Express
Re-Ride 2025 schedule, with
links to detailed state schedules,
is available on the National Pony
Express Association’s website at
nationalponyexpress.org/re-ride/
current-reride/.

The National Parks Service
(NPS) will have an interactive
map to follow the transmissions at
nationalponyexpress.org/re-ride/
follow-the-ride/. Status updates
will also be posted on the website,
photos and videos on the National
Pony Express Association Facebook
page. *

USA Properties Fund Starts Construction on Terracina at Wildhawk

An Affordable Apartment Community in The Vineyard Area of Sacramento County

USA Properties Fund
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - USA
Properties Fund has started
construction on Terracina at
Wildhawk, an affordable apart-
ment community that will
provide much-needed housing
for residents at a wide range of
income levels in the fast-grow-
ing Vineyard area just southeast
of Sacramento.

Terracina at Wildhawk, located
at 9750 Gerber Road, just east of
Bradshaw Road, will become the
latest, and one of the few, afford-
able apartment communities in
the Vineyard neighborhood, join-
ing new homes and shopping
centers in an area with about
45,000 residents.

“Terracina at Wildhawk will
provide much-needed hous-
ing for Sacramento County
residents,” said Sacramento
County Supervisor Patrick
Kennedy, whose district includes
the Vineyard area. “As a partner
in the project, this illustrates the
county’s growing commitment
to more housing in the region.
Terracina at Wildhawk will help
lower-income residents find hous-
ing but will also have a ripple
effect in the surrounding neigh-
borhoods and the community as a
whole.”

The 145-apartment community
will allow moderate-income res-
idents, from early-in-their career
professionals to those in low-
er-paying jobs, to live and work in
the Sacramento region. Terracina
at Wildhawk is halfway between
Elk Grove and Rancho Cordova,
and about 20 miles from down-
town Sacramento, offering a
good mix of job opportunities for
residents.

“The Vineyard area is booming
because of the incredible demand
and the fast-rising cost for hous-
ing in the Sacramento region,”
said Geoff Brown, President of

.

Terracina at Wildhawk, located at 9750 Gerber Road, just east of Bradshaw Road, will become the latest and one

of the few affordable apartment communities in the Vineyard neighborhood. Rendering courtesy of USA Properties Fund

USA Properties Fund. “We are
committed to addressing the crit-
ical shortage of quality affordable
housing and helping residents
who have few options.”

Terracina at Wildhawk will
feature one- to three-bedroom
apartments, with some units pos-
sibly available as early as spring
2026. The apartment community
should be completed in summer
2026.

The $67.9 million development
is possible thanks to a public-pri-
vate partnership that includes
the Sacramento Housing and
Redevelopment Agency (SHRA),
Sacramento County, JPMorgan
Chase and WNC Inc.

Sacramento County contrib-
uted $1.475 million to offset
impact fees for the project. The
“vital development” is one of the
first projects approved through a
pilot program, said Claudia Wade,
Chief of the Sacramento County
Engineering Division.

Sacramento Housing and
Redevelopment Agency is another
major partner on the project, with
a $9.2-million loan and bond
issuance.

“Sacramento continues to
face a shortage of housing for
seniors and families who strug-
gle under the burden of rent
they can barely afford,” said La
Shelle Dozier, executive director

of the Sacramento Housing
and Redevelopment Agency.
“Through the financial assistance
that SHRA is able to provide,
Terracina at Wildhawk will lift
that burden and provide over
140 families with the relief they
deserve in an affordable, safe
place to call home.”

Almost three of every five rent-
ers in the Sacramento region
spend at least 30% of their
income on housing, one of the
highest percentages of cost-bur-
dened households in California,
according to the Joint Center
for Housing Studies of Harvard
University. Renters in the Bay
Area and Southern California
have higher rents but so are their
wages.

“With the demand for hous-
ing at an all-time high, we are
incredibly proud to support USA
Properties Fund as they continue
to be a driving force in the cre-
ation of affordable housing across
California,” said Justin Chen,
executive director of Community
Development Banking at
JPMorgan Chase. “Ensuring
access to affordable housing with
community spaces and essential
amenities is vital for the well-be-
ing and success of residents.”

‘All The Right Elements
for Success’

Terracina at Wildhawk will

have significantly lower rents
compared to nearby market-rate
properties, allowing residents the
opportunity to pay off debt and
save money.

Residents must meet income
requirements, earning 30%
to 70% of the median income
for Sacramento County, about
$35,370 to $82,530 per year for a
four-person household, such as a
couple with two children.

Rents will range from $634 for
a one-bedroom apartment at the
30% income level and increase
to $2,120 for a three-bedroom
unit at the 70% income level.
However, the range in rents will
likely change slightly before the
first apartments become available.

“The cost-savings in rent can
have a life-changing impact on
residents, from helping them pay
down debt with some enrolling or
returning to college,” said Brown
of USA Properties Fund.

Terracina at Wildhawk will
offer lower rent for residents,
but also a long list of amenities,
including a community room, a
fitness center, swimming pool,
a dog park and EV charging
stations. The apartment com-
munity also features a massive
$3.275-million photovoltaic solar
system that will help offset elec-
trical use for residents.

Apartments will feature

energy-efficient appliances and
light fixtures, ceiling fans and
low-flow faucets, showers and
toilets.

Terracina at Wildhawk will
include LifeSTEPS, a social-ser-
vices provider that offers a range
of services for residents, from
healthy living and financial plan-
ning classes to programs for
children.

Roseville-based USA Properties
Fund, one of the nation's fast-
est-growing and largest affordable
development-manager-owners in
the west, has about 35 apartment
communities in the Sacramentc
region, and more than 90 in
California, Nevada and Oregon.

“Terracina at Wildhawk has all
the right elements for success:
location, project design, planned
residential social services and,
most importantly, a strong part-
ner,” said Anil Advani, executive
vice-president of Originations and
Finance for WNC Inc. “Having
worked with USA on over 25
projects, we can look forward to
a well-managed project that will
have a positive residential impact
on the Sacramento area.”

USA Properties Fund Inc.
(USA), a California corporation,
is a privately-owned real estate
development organization special-
izing in the creation of apartment
communities. Roseville-based
USA Properties Fund provides a
full range of capabilities for com-
munity development, including
financing, development, construc-
tion services, rehabilitation and
property management. The com-
pany's values, leadership and
team structure reflect its success
with the development/construc-
tion and acquisition/rehabilitation
of more than 13,500 units of fam-
ily and senior apartments in more
than 100 apartment home com-
munities throughout California,
Nevada and Oregon. For more
information, visit www.usaprop-
fund.com. *



